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AS THE . Labour Party 
Conference gathers in 
Brighton . Thatcher is 
planning ~et another 
rn und in her 'holy war· 
against health and social 
spending. C hild benefits 
are to be taxed, free 
dental check-ups abol 
ished. and education and 
house building attacked 
again . in a £3 billion cu ts 
package . 

By Jeremy Birch 
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ti ons. The'; rcaJh· think 
soc iali sm is too ·o ld fr1 -
shi oned ,,·i th th e assured . 
grad ual 1ncreas1ng af
tluencc of the electorate. 
But cap ita lism and the Tor
ies ha,·e no alterna tive to 

attacl-:ing the quai it \ of life 
of mnst of the pop ulati on. 
\\·ith rcne\\Td sa,·agen·. 

Former left 1\inger. 
>il'PE official Tom 
S;l\n·e r. as head of 
Labour« Heme Pol iC\· 
C1J 1111n1ttc c. 1 :-. nu~ hin2. fo.r 
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rn.crelY be to asl-: \'Oters \\·lw 
thcv di d not rnte Labo ur. 
...\n~l the L:ibo ur leaders arc 
adoptins the motto : .. These 
arc ou r principles . if \ Ou do 
no t lil-:e them \le " ·iii 
ch;11wc them .. . 

wfi,. are n· t these meet
ings part 11f a campaign. 
:1gainq the nc\\· Ton· at
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Militant 
Labour Party 
Conference 
meeting 

Tuesday 29 September 
7 .OOpm. Wagner Hall, 
Brighton (corner of West St. 
and Regency Rd .) 
Speakers: Peter Taaffe, Ted 
Grant, Tony Mulhearn, John 
Macreadie. 

case? 
.llilira111. the Workers for 

Socialism campaign and 
tho usan ds of rank and file 
Labour ac ti,·ists arc clctcr
mincd to pro tect th ei r Par
t\"S o riL:in a l social ist aims. 
Clause 'Fo ur of Labour·s 
constitution, if imple
mented in mode rn condi
tions. " ·o tdd mean the 
nationali sation of the top 
~00 compa nies. b:rnks and 
insurance .::ompa nies. 'kith 
,;uch a progrc:m me nf full 
.-ocial ism •he eiecroratc 

co uld be inspired \\·ith a 
realisable vis ion of jobs. a 
home. ed ucati on arid pro
per health care for every 
f:.i mi I'° . 

The right wing Part\' lea
dersh ip -must not be al
lowed to destroy the vc rv 
hea rt of Labour. 

Labour Party confe
rence supplement. 
Pages 9,10,11 ,12 
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Nuclear threat 
AITER SIX years of negoti a ti on , the governm ents 
of the two super-powers have reached an agreeme nt 
to scrap all nuclear weapons with a range between 
315 and 3,125 miles. 

The agreement has raised hopes that the horr ible 
threat of nuclear war has been lifted and the colossal 
waste of arms expenditure lessened. 

But it is not the historic step towards world peace 
which Reagan , Gorbachev and the Labour Party 
leaders are all claiming. Even if the agreement is 
ratified a nd .a ll the still unresolved practical details 
so rted out , only four per cent of the world 's 60 ,000 
nucl ea r weapons will have gone. 

Russia is to scrap 683, mainl y SS-20 rockets, with 
1,435 wa rheads, and America will remove 332 
Crui se a nd Pershing-2 missiles, with 400 warheads. 
T his will sti ll leave lo ng-ra nge intercontinent al 
missil es, short-ran ge ·battl e fi eld ' bombs. rockets 
and min es. a nd the nuclear arsenals of Britain and 
France. A nd there will still be huge stockpiles of 
deadly 'conventional', chemica l and biological wea
pons. 

Above all. the deal will not change the underlying 
ca uses of the arms race-the conflict of interest 
between the US capi tal ists a nd the bureaucratic 
regime of the USSR . For forty years there has been 
not peace but a sta lemate, in whi ch each side has 
amassed the capacity to destroy the othe r many 
times over. Each has been forced to expa nd its 
stockp il es to ma inta in th e 'bala nce of te rror ', to 
prevent the o the r ga ining a n adva ntage. 

The strategists of American imperialism know 
th at to wage war aga inst Russia wou ld mean th e 
destruction o f life o n the planet. leaving nothing fo r . 
the m to 'win '. But , o n the pretext o f needi ng a 
·deterrent'. t hey maintai n suffic ient arms to ensure 
that they are never at a military d isadva ntage. 

There is also e no rm o us pressure from the US 
arms industry , .which reaps super-profi ts fro m the 
maintenance of the a rms race. 

But the price for th e profits of the arms manufac
turers has been the mass ive£ 150,000 millio n budget 
deficit. Big business as a whole do not want to pay 
highe r taxes and face ri sing infl ati o n to pay for eve r 
more spending on weapons. And th e missil es 
covered by this agree me nt a rc anyway of secondary 
importance now that the main priority is the 
Strategic Defe nce Initi at ive ('S tar .Wars'). So th e 
ca pit alist cl ass have powerful economic argum e nts 
fo r negoti ating a red ucti o n in mi ss il es. 

The Russia n bureaucracy has no interest in 
startin g a war. Although it retains a huge adva ntage 
in conventional forces in E urope, (which is why it is 
agreeing to scrap more nuclear mi ssiles) there is no 
question of attacking Western E urope . Its priority is 
to maintain its power a nd privileges over the 
working class from whom it usurped control. 

T his is being unde rm ined by the stagnation caused 
by bureaucratic mi sma nage me nt of the econo my 
a nd workers· di sco ntent at being fo rced to suffer the 
hardship and shortages wh ich result. To stem the 
workers· anger Go rbachev wa nts to divert resources 
to producti~n a nd economic regeneration. by reduc
ing the 15 per cent of national production spent o n 
a rm s. 

On bot h sides there fore there is a powerful motive 
to red uce thr:: level of arms spe nd ing. while main
tai nin g the balance between them. But the agree
ment ~ will give no more tha n a brief respite f ro m 
their underlying socia l a nd eco nomic proble ms. It 
docs not mean th e beginning of the e nd of the a rms 
race. 

Yet Nei l Kinn ock has described the agreeme nt as 
··the greatest d isarmament achi evement of our age .. 
which could provide ··a foundation fo r future 
progress away from the arms race''. 

Such illusions in ·multil a tera l· disarmament 
through negotiation must not be used to justify the 
Labour Party <tbandoning its commitment to British 
unil ateral nuclear disarmament . Super-powe r agree
ments arc not the way to remove the threat of war. 
Instead of fostering such ideas. the Labour leaders 
should campaign for socialist inte rn ationalist 
po li cies. 

On ly by the workers in the West destroying 
capitalism and establ ishing a democratically p la nn ed 
sociali st society and those in the East recla iming 
their heritage of workers· democracy from the 
revo lution of 1917. can genu ine peace be 
achieved. 

Linked toget he r in a socia list federa tion. the 
workers of the world can destroy not only nuclear 
weapons but the underlying cause. of war as well . 
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Philippines strike leader 
FIFTEEN YEARS after 
ex-dictator Marcos's in
famous declaration of 
martial law in the Philip
pines, President Cory 
Aquino was last week 
considering reimposing 
it-and decided, "for the 
time being", not to. 

murdered The logic of the war spe lls 
growin g predomina nce by 
the mi litary leaders. pre
paring the ground for Aqu i
no's overthrow when her 
cred ibility among the 
masses has been eroded to 
a point where she is no 
longer useful to the rulin g 
cl ass. 

By George Collins 

This reflec ts the 
heightened tensions fo ll ow
ing the murde r of left 
leader Alejandro-an orga
ni ser of th e recent general 
strike aga inst fucr price 
rises-by right-wing gun 
men last Saturday. Mean
while Colo ne l Honasan. 
leader of last month 's 
aborti ve ri ght-win g coup, 
remains a t la rge issuing vir
tual ultimata to the 
'democratic ' government. 

The right have insisted 
o n the remova l of top presi
dential aides Arroyo and 
Escaler - conscrvatives re
garded by the military as 
be in g too "soft on commu
nism". Mrs Aquino has 

yielded. 
This followed th e res

ignation of two leading 
ri ght-wingers. Yice-
President La urel and 
Fin ance Minister Ongpin . 
from the cabinet in a n at
tempt to sta mpede Aquino 
more rapidly to the 
right. 

Razor wire 
With the top of society in 

turmoil. th e barbed wire in 
fro nt of Aquino's palace 
was re placed with razor 
wire in preparation for 
Monday's protest aga inst 
Alejandro ·s murder. Te n 
th o usa nd marchers hea rd 
the dead ma n's widow ho ld 
the governm e nt responsible 
fo r the killing. 

Aquino ·s progress to th e 
right is a grim confirm ati on 
of the Marxist perspective. 
adva nced since the bcgin n-

Thatcher's 
cold comfort 
for Teesside 
LAST WEDNESDAY 
Margaret Thatcher 
visited Middlesbrough, 
the town with the second 
highest unemployment 
rate in Britain. 

By Andy Walker 

She inspected new fac 
to ry units for small busi
nesses in Thornaby and 
asked for her photograph 
to be taken against the 
backgrou nd of grass and 
trees~ No o ne n1cntioncd 
this was th e site of a stee l 
works shut down since she 
has been in government. 

At a new private housin g 
development. hundred' of 
demonstrators had ga
thered to meet her. She was 
clearly unwelcome a nd on ly 
two people ventured for
ward to shake her hand . 

One of the demons
trators was a ma n who had 
been interviewed for I ,000 
jobs . yet was still on the 
dole. Thatche r's advice was 
to trv the Job Club or the 
Job Training Scheme. He 
a lready had, so she just told 
him to keep on trying. 

Middlesborough Labour 
MP Stuart Bell - was there 
thro ugho ut Thatcher's 
visit. The Guardian said th e 
fo ll owin g day that he 
"found it ha rd to say a bad 
wo rd about her" . \Vorkcrs 
in Middlesbrough a rc gett
ing sick of Mr Bell's half 
hearted protests against the 
Tories . 

There was intense secur
ity even before Thatcher 
arrived. A few days befo re 
the visit special branch of
ficers visited the Cleveland 
Yo uth Business Centre to 
tell two of its wo rkers not 
to come to work on the day 
of T hatcher's visit . The two 
happened to be political 
act ivists . 

Cosmetic 
The whole visit was a 

cos metic exercise to boost 
the To ries· image and give 
the impress ion tha t they 
care . Middlesbrough 
people will be more satis
fi ed whe n th e :?.4 per cent 
unemployment rate is rev
ersed a nd jobs arc provided 
for a town. o nce called the 
workshop of the North. 

ing of the revo lution. that 
there is no room for stable 
democ racy on the basis of 
the bankrupt ca pitalist 
system in the Philippines. 

The "democratic space'" 
won by the masses in 
st ruggle ca n onl y be reco
ve red a nd ex tended by car
ryin g through th e over
throw of capitalism and 
land lordism. and the 
establishment of democra
tic worki ng-class rul e . 

Cory Aquino 's ad mini s
trat io n , dominated by the 
capita li sts and landowners. 
a rc struggling to maintain 
th e present ro tte n syste m. 
Despite e mpty promises of 
' land reform·. they have 
become committed to all
out war aga inst the peasa nt 
guerrill a struggle for land. 
headed by the New 
People 's Arm y. 

Civi l war leaves no room 
for capita list democracy. 

Trade union and left 
leade rs . increasingly driven 
into hiding from right-wing 
death sq uads. arc be ing 
forced into opposit io n to 

Aquino. In the absence of a 
Marxist a lternati ve . the 
NPA will gather increasing 
mo mentum from the pola
risation in society. 

But th e best acti vists 
among the you th a nd 
worke rs ca n increasi ngly be 
wo n to Marxism in the 
exp losive period a head, 
and lay the basis for a mass 
socia li st leade rship th at will 
show a wav o ut of the 
deepening nightmare into 
which Aquino's fa lse po li
cies arc plunging the coun
try . 

Campaign forlabou 

~RE-CONFERENCE 
RALLY 

7.30-Sunday 27th: 
Brighton Youth centre-Edward St 
Hear-ERIC HEFFER MP DAVE NELLIST MP 
JOHN MACREADIE CPSA) TERRY FIELDS MP 
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Message to new readers 
Welcome to Militant 

heard in its pages. said. MILITANT IS the paper that 
champions the cause of the 
oppressed and the exp
loited. 

We are hated and despised 
by the bosses, bureaucrats 
and careerists because we 
threaten their privilege and 
power. If this is the first time 
you have read Militant, we 
appeal to you to join our fight 
for a just society by selling 
our paper. 

Here are some examples of 
the enthusiastic response 
Militant can get: 
Shop sales: In Sheffield 
sellers stamp copies placed 
in the local newsagents with 
an address to contact. They 
have started to get letters 
asking for further information 
from readers. 

miss my weekly dose of 
socialism .. " 
FE college sales: A seller in 
Mansfield sold 33 copies 
outside the local FE during 
enrolment week. 
Swansea success: Even 
small businessmen can see 
the need for socialism. A 
manager of a Swansea firm 
paid the £1 solidarity price 
for a paper on the demo 
against cuts in the fire ser
vice. "I'll have one of them. If 
these cuts go through, who 
will I call out to stop my 
factory burning down?" he 

Lies of the World: An ex
News of the World worker 
told a south-east London 
seller: "I don't buy any daily 
newspaper because they are 
full of lies. I only read the 
Militant." 

If you are already a reader 
write for your paper, too. Mili
tant is a workers' paper and 
the workers' voice must be 

Socialist medicine: We rec
eived a letter from Ken Taylor 
in Grampian, who says: "As a 
former reader who let his 
subscription lapse after mov
ing house, I realise how much 

Our sales campaign should 
lead to this victim of Murdoch 
being able to buy a daily 
paper confident that it will 
put the workers' case when 
we move to a daily Mili
tant. 

By Gerry Lerner 

Moat House day 

Campaigners in 

Save our 
nursery 
"YOU CAN'T have equal 
opportunities with no nur
series," said one parent on 
a lobby of Southwark coun
cil's social services commit
tee last Thursday. 

300 very angry nursery 
workers, parents and their 
children were protesting at 
the proposed closure of two 
nurseries and a drop-in 
creche. 

John Bryan, Prospective 
Parliamentary Candidate 
for Jlcrmo~dsey, said: 
"We' ve got women as 
leader and deputy leader of 
the council who got where 
they arc partly through 
talking about equal oppor
tunities. Now we have 
hundreds of women 
demonstrating against their 
policies.'' 

Notably, Harriet Har
man , Labour MP for Peck
ham who employs a nanny, 
refused to sign the petition 
to keep the nursery 
open. 

Sue Lomas, the spo
kesperson for the lobby exp
lained: "Childcare means 
our.,• livelihood. We might 
have to cut our hours or lose 
jobs altogether if the nurs
ery closes . The Labour 
Council should oppose the 
Tory cuts. " 

A parent added: "Lots of 
parents can't afford priYl!t:e 
nurseries and don't fi'ave 
relatives near to help . It 
really . cripples you losing 
the childcare. You can't do 
anything - no further edu
cation, no job, so you'll just 
be another person withering 
away." 

Brian Kelly, Labour 
councillor who joined the 
lobby said: "I fully support 
the lobby. We've argued for 
years that the only way to 
defeat the Tories is by 
struggling along with the 
workers and tenants. To 
carry out Tory cuts is 
reneging on your responsi
bilities as an elected repre
sentative.·' 

By Margaret Creear 
Bermondsey Women'~ 

Section 

Bermondsey 
women's section 
chidcare conference. 
30 Sept 7.30 pm. 
Beormund Community 
Centre, 177 Abbey St. 
Creche and transport will 
be provided . 
Phone (01) 237 3457. 
Speakers from the 
Southwark labou r movement 
and other childcare 
campaig ns. 

of action 
Mersey 
ferries 
strike 

MERSEY FERRY workers 
stopped work for two 
hours last Saturday in soli
darity with sacked strikers 
at Liverpool 's Moat House 
hotel. 

Their strike was inspired 
by a march of 600 orga
nised by the Labour Party 
Young Socialists and the 
strikers' unio n, the TGWU. 
It was part of the LPYS's 
national day of action to 
support the Moat House 
strikers. 

The marchers heard Bill 
Morris, the TGWU's deputy 
leader, Tony Mulhearn, 
surcharged Liverpool coun
cillor and John Ellen, na
tional chair of the LPYS, 
speak. 

£400 was raised from tra-

de unionists present. The 
LPYS National Committee 
pledged £100. 

By Liverpool Young 
Socialists 

London 
workers 
join the 

• union 
NEITHER THE pouring 
rain no r the management 
could deter th e YS from 
their picket of Drury- Lane 
Moat House hotel. 

On arri ,·al we e nte red 
the hotel in groups and 
blitzed it with leaflets ap
pealing to the workforce to 
join the union and to the 
customers to boycott the 
hotel . · 

One porter told us that 
he was paid £100 for a 
.+2-hour week including two 
12-hour shifts . And the 
porters are the best paid of 
all the staff' 

Once th e word had 
spread that we were out
side, o ne chef marched out. 
signed up for the union and 
bought a Militant . 

One of the bar staff gave 
£5 for the Liverpool 
strikers and invited us in for 
a cup of tea in front of the 
111 <1 11::igcress . 

One chambermaid asked 
to be put in touch with her 
union so that she cou ld 
complain about the condi
tions. She sa id: .. , pay 90p a 
week union subs and I want 
some action, ,. 

The loca l Transport and 
General Workers U nion of
ficial was very impressed 
that we had initiated the 
picket and with our bold 
approach. 

Now the union and the 
LPYS are discussing a joint 
campaign to unionise 
young workers at McDo
nalds 

By a London LPYS 
member 

No immigration controls! 
DESPITE ATROCIO US 
1\·cathcr cond itions . ove r 50 
people. predomi nantly 
Asian. a ttended a public 
meeting organised b\' Lci
cc ter ~East~ Labo ur· Partv 
last weekend. It was part of 
the party's divided fami lies 
campaign on beha lf of the 
,·ictims of immigratio n con
trols. 

The meeting was ad
dressee! by Keith Vaz. the 

'Comrade 
Social 
Democrats' 
RIGHT-WINGERS at La
bour Party conference will 
a€cuse the victims of their 
witch-hunts of disloyalty to 
the Pa rty. 

But :.Comrade Social 
Democrats' ' . was how John 
Lloyd . editor of the Labour 
right New Stmesman ad
dressed a Fabian fringe 
meeting at the SOP confe
rence. That is the utter 
contempt Lloyd fee ls for 
Labour's traditions. His 
'comrades' in arms are the 

local MP. and Dave Nellist 
MP. who won appla use 
when he ca ll ed for Labour 
to total ly oppose such con
trols. 

It was at the end of the 
\\'eek when Rcnukaben 
Lak hani. an Asian woman 
taking sa nctuary in a Hindu 
temple to avo.id deporta
tion. had been allowed bv 
the Home Office to stav 
while applying for the righ.t 

SOP traitors who deserted 
Labour in 1981. 

Witch-hun tin g MP . 
Austin Mitchell announced 
he ··no longer knew what 
the difference was between 
social de mocracy. 
democratic ocialism and 
socia lism " . When one SOP 
MP said to him " we al l 
agree on policies ." he 
nodded agreement. 

"We need the people 
who left the Labour Party 
in \;981 ," said Mitchell. He 
is inviting them back un
doubtedly to aid the witch
hunting of sociali sts. and to 
assist the attack on Party 
policy. 
By Richard Morgan , Port
smouth South LPYS. 

to live here permanently. 
Thi. reprieve is a tem

porary victory. But the 
campaign by the Asian 
community and the local 
Labour Party and MP must 
conti nue so that it becomes 
permanent. 

Over 50 Militants and 
Soci11list Youths were sold. 

By Don Finlay 
Leicester East Labour 

Party 

Scottish 
YTURC 
demonstration 

No to YTS 
conscription 
No to YTS 
slave labour 

Sat 3 October 
Assemble: George 
Sq , Glasgow. 
10.00 am. 
March to 
Kelvingrove 

Scab 
Sun 
backs 
CPSA 
right 
THE RIGHT-WING 
General Secretary of 
the civil servants' 
union , CPSA, has enl
isted the support of the 
scab Sun in the battle 
to keep his union
funded credit card and 
car. 

Ever since the Broad 
Left-led National Exe
cutive voted to take 
these perks away, Ellis 
has been publicly vilify
ing us , especially our 
Deputy General Secret
ary, John Macreadie. 

On Friday 18 Sep
tember , an article in the 
Sun ex tensively quoted 
Ellis. It was by strike
breaker, Carson Black. 
an ex-NUJ chapel of
fici a l expe lled from hi s 
union for crossing the 
Wapping picket-lines. 

True to the standards 
of CPSA 's right wing , 
the a rticle contained no
thing but Sun-style per
sonal abuse of leading 
Militant supporters on 
the National Execut ive. 
"Oddball", "Toughie" 
and "Mr. Nasty" are just 
some of the terms of 
abuse flung at us. 

Outrage 
You would look in vain 

fur any comment on our 
work on behalf of CPSA 
members. 

They will be outraged 
tha t Mr. Ellis should use his 
press contacts. not to high
light the poverty wages 
paid in the Civil Service, 
th e gross understaffing and 
the difficulties we face try
ing to provide a public ser
vice. or the increasing 
harshness of the manage
ment regime. but to attack 
their elected representat
ives. 

It is doubly outrageous 
that he should chose to use 
the scab Murdoch 
newspapers for this attack. 
What an affront to the 
5.500 workers and their 
families whose lives Mur
doch wrecked when he 
threw printing trade union
ists onto the do le! 

The Sun in particu lar has 
a reputation for venomous 
attacks on the labour move
ment. At this very mome1lt. 
CPSA arc suing the Sun fo r 
an earlier libel against John 
Macreadie. 

Our members are sick 
and tired of seei ng right 
wingers holdin g the union 
up as a laughing stock in 
the press. If union leaders 
cannot use the press to deal 
\\·ith members · problems. 
they should keep their 
mouths shut. 

CPSA members must 
ram home to Mr. Ellis the 
clear message that he is 
paid to wo rk with the NEC. 
implcmcmt its decisio ns 
and rep resent members· 
concerns in public. 

By Steve Dunk 
(CPSA National Com

mitte, personal capacity) 

-.-
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KICK our 
THE TORIE 

Gagging 
the youth 
IN A blatant display of poli
tical victimisation a m e mber 
of S wa nsea LPYS has been 
prevented from re-enroling for 
his course at Ty Coch Further 
Education College in Swan
sea. 

The Principal at the college 
used the excuse of poor atten
dance but it is seen by other 
members of the Labour Club 
as the latest step against him 
since he played a leading role 
in organising activity during 
the National Union of Stu
dents week of action last 
year. 

Natasha Hale , vice president 
of the students union exp
lained that " out of this day of 
action came Ty Coch's first 
Labour Club." The same stu
dent "was physically attacked 
in the canteen in front of 
hundreds of students for his 
part in organising a day of 
action" 

Students feel that the colle
ge administration is treating 
them like kids , particularly 
since now the college authori
ties have banned the sale of 
sweets and cris ps. This pro
m pted canteen s t aff, worried 
about possible redundancies if 
sales in the canteen decline to 
approach the students union. 
Natasha explained: "We are 
planning to mount a joint cam· 
paign with the staff to make 
sure that if anything , services 
are expanded not cut." 

PAUL SMITH. an 18 year o ld 
from Coventry South East, has 
had to roam the country to find 
work . When he joined Cheyle
smore LPYS during the election 
he was employed on a building 
site over 100 miles away in 
Weston Super Mare. He now 
works as a milk deliverer waking at 
2.30 am to start work at 3 am. six 
days a week. 

" When I joined the LPYS it was 
because it was an organisation 
where the members had the same 
problems as me, where they were 
fighting for the same things that I 
wanted. 

·'The LPYS is the only real orga
nisation where the collective voice 
of youth can be heard and policies 
and demands put forward in a 
clear and realistic manner. 

"Socialist Youth , the paper of 
the LPYS, threatened with closure 
by the Labour Party, is a link 
between YS branches throughout 
the country. It is a real paper 
where the experiences of young 
people and their struggle for de
cent rights are reported without 
distortion. 

The immense problems already 
faced by youth at the hands of the 
Tones is enough to deal with. 
must we now fight attacks from 
within the Party itsel f in an attempt 
to keep a fighting voice of protest 
for the youth of Britain?" 

Fight back with the LPYS 
-u 

. -:5 

:?. 
0 
(j) 

t to show who are 
. s and activities, like this one in Southamp on , 

Local LPYS branches regularly hold_ street meeting 
the best fighters against the Tones . 

I AM a college student. I left 
school at 16 and have been at 
college now for nearly two years. 
I'm at college because I see no 
prospects of getti ng a job and 
want to help myself that little bit 
extra, rather than walking the 
streets. 

I am studying Community Care 
and have been offered a full time 
cou rse next year. 1 have no choice 
but to stay at college until I'm 18 
because like many youngsters I 
don't want to join a YTS. 

1 rece ntly paid a visit to my local 
job cen tre. I was astonished to see 
a vacancy for a packer: packing 
clothes into plastic bags and pre
paring them to distribute to the 
shops. The hours were 8.30am to 
5.30pm five days a week wages 
£301 This is disgraceful and 
degrading. it's no better than 
YTS . 

Youngsters should have the right 
to a job when they leave school. If 
not a job. then a proper training 
course with better conditions. a 
decent allowance and the pros
pect of a job . 

1 don 't blame youngsters who 
become dis illusioned. I didn't see 
a future either until I joined with 
the Mi litant supponers . now I see 
that something can be done. 

By Elizabeth Young 
Maryhill , Glasgow 

'f':~~ 

In March this year the LPYS developed ~he spontaneous protests of 
~ondhon 

1
school students against the compulsory redeployment of teachers 

Y t e nner London Education Authority. 

·A 

MILITANT SUPPORTERS in 
Mansfield LPYS have been hold
ing paper sales at our local tech
nical colleges during enrolment 
week. 33 copies of Militant were 
sold during this period, with many 
students interested in forming a 
Labour Club when term starts. 

When comrades went to sell at 
the enrolment for the Youth Train
ing Scheme we thought we had 
got the wrong time and place 
because no one was about, bur 
when we double-checked we 
found it was the correct place and 
time. 

This shows how little support 
YTS now has, hence the Tories· 
plans to make YTS compulsory for 
unemployed school leavers . 

The LPYS successfully defeated 
the same proposals in 1985 with a 
strike of 250.000 school stu
dents. 

Mansfield LPYS are organising a 
march and demonstration against 
YTS 'conscription· on Saturday 28 
November. When youth know the 
consequences of compulsory YTS 
they won't accept it and will fight 
back as in 1985. Thatcher be-
ware! 

By Adele Williams 
Martin Benn 
Mansfield LPYS 

and 

AFTER LEAVING school I was 
' lucky' enough to go on a 
Youth Training Scheme at a 
local factory in Blyth. But after 
a few weeks I've soon learned 
the hard facts of working in a 
sweat shop in Thatcher's Bri
tain. 

My job is wo rk ing on a sew
ing m achin e stitching bags up 
a ll day - it 's enough to drive 
you up the wall. My total train
ing was three weeks , now I do 
42 hours a week before over· 
time. That means I get up a t 
6.30, for the 'pleasure ' of my 
work I come home with 
£38. 

If I didn 't have the lasses at 
work to have a laugh with and 
m y smoke break I'd crack up . 
I've joine d the Labour P arty 
Young Socialist s t o fi gh t ba ck 
against the system which puts 
people like me in slave labour 
with no prospects at 16. 

That's why I donated £10 to 
the Militant fighting fund . It 
means I had to m iss my Friday 
n ight out with the lasses, b ut 
that 's a small price to pay to 
get r id of Thatcher. 

By a member of Blyth 
LPYS 

rm Vctiw1 

PAT WAll 
LABOUR >1 · 

Young Socialists campaigned for 
Labour during the general elect ion . 
The most enthusiastic support 
went to MPs who stood as 'A 
worker's MP on a worker's wage' . 

IN THE p I CTU RE THE LABOUR Party Young Socialists in action during the past year. Above are just a 
few of the activities organised both locally and nationally by the LPYS. 
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Liverpool councillors 
appeal to conference 

Labour Party 
Conference fringe 

meeting 
Support the 

surcharged councillors. 
Speakers: 

Eric Heffer MP 
Jock McPherson-Quinn 
(surcharged Lambeth 

councillor) 
Tony Byrne, Harry 
Smith (surcharged 

Liverpool councillors) 
Monday lunchtime. Curzon 
Hotel, Cavendish Place (5 

mins from conference centre) 

47 SURCHARGED and disqua
lified Liverpool councillors, who 
built homes,_ saved jobs and ex
panded services, face a demand for 
£4,000 a month from the District 
Auditor. 

Failure to pay could mean persona l 
bankruptcy. But the 47 are united in a 
commitment to rai se the money and 
not let the Tories cla im a victory. 

One o f the 47 , Alan Fogg, makes 
this urgent appea l to Labour Party 
co11ferencc delegates: 

' We a re being fined because we 
earned out Labour Party conference 
pol icy. While o ther counci ls deserted 
their posts. we stood firm. 

Now it is up to co nfe re nce delegates 
who voted for that policy. and the 
Labour Parties and unions th ey repre-

se nt, to find the money to pay these 
fin es. The movement owes us this 
debt. 

Everyone of us is worried about 
bankruptcy. I live in a council house. 
so I suppose th ey can 't take that off 
me. But a ll my furniture . three-piece 
suite. tel evisi on and video could be 
confiscated. 

Great distress 
They could im pose attachment of 

ea rnin gs and deduct the fin e from my 
wages. If they do, there 'd be no po int 
in going to wo rk , as I could be on less 
than supplementary bene fit . 

lt would cause great distress to my 
family. As well as my wife . I also look 
after my daughter and her youn g 
son. 

There 's no doubt abo ut it , there ' ll 
be no mercy. This is a politica l bank
ruptcy and th e ruling cl ass want to 
make an example of us to warn other 
Labour councils from going down the 
same road . 

Co nfe rence should also agree re
trospective legislat ion to enable us to 
stand for office again . 

I have no regrets as to what we d id . 
Eve n if they take away my posses
sions. the y can ·t take away the achie
ve ments of the co uncil of build in g 
houses and creating jobs.' 

Rush donations, standing orders and 
requests for speakers, and make 
cheques payable to the Liverpool 47 
Defence Fund, c/o MTCURC, Hardman 
St. Liverpool. Standing orders to A/c 
no 502 111 95 at the Co-operative Bank, 
Liverpool Branch. Phone Alex Doswell 
on 051 709 4398 or 051 427 3071 . 

Asbestos campaigners 
slandered by right wing 
DISGRACEFUL ALLE
GATIONS have been 
made by a ri ght-wing La
bou r councillor against a 
tenant s· leade r who has se t 
up an Asbestos Monito rin g 
Group in Winsford . Che
shire. 

Ken U nwin . one of nine 
wh o arc threatened with 
expu lsion from the Labour 
Party for supporting i\!lili
ra111. discovered that deadly 
asbcsto!; was being ri pped 
from gas warm-ai r heati ng 
un its wirhout prope r hea lth 

and safety guideli nes being 
adhe red to. (Sec las t 
wcek ·s Mili1a111). 

At a public meeting. te
nants elected him and hi s 
wife. Hilda. as their repre 
sentatives to li aise wit h 
Va le Roya l council lors and 

Ken and Hilda Unwin. 

Keep it secret 
MEMBERS OF the Union of Democra
tic Miners (UDM) in Silverhill colliery 
are not sure how 'democratic' it is. 
The minutes of the UDM Council 
Meeting held on 21 May contain the 
following appeal: 

"We, the Silverhill Branch, appeal 
to Council to insist that the full result 
of all ballot votes held in this Section 
are sent out to Branches. At present, 
it seems the most secret thing about 
UDM secret ballots is the result". 

Second-hand speeches 
JOE BIDEN, would-be Democratic Par
ty American presidential candidate, 
has been found to have lifted chunks 
of other people's speeches and TV 
commercials for his own use. 

Some of the extracts were stolen 
from Neil Kinnock. When forced to 

admit the source, he said that he 
"would be using Kinnock throughout 
this campaign". 

It is well known that few Democrat 
or Republican candidates have any 
original ideas, but it says something 
about the Labour Party leader that his 
speeches and commercials can be 
borrowed by a candidate of a big 
business party like the Democrats. 

Assault rewarded 
THE TORY tabloids love to pontificate 
about the need for tougher action 
against violent criminals. Yet the man 
who attacked Arthur Scargill with a 
snooker cue in Blackpool during the 
TUC, found himself besieged by re
porters from six papers, each offering 
£500 for interviews and pictures. 
Crime does pay when it is perpetrated 
against militant trade unionists. 

offici a ls about asbestos 
remova l. 

But th e following even
ing at the Torv-contro ll ed 
co~mcil 's E nviro nmental 
Health Committee . Labour 
councillor John O ' Brien 
accused Ken Unwin of sett
ing up the Mon itori ng 
Group as .. a front for 
membe rs of th e Mi/irant 
tendency to embarrass the 
co un ci l .. ' 

Te nants kn ow that it 
docs not need Miliran/ to 
embarrass the council. who 
arc do ing the job ve ry well 
themselves. by scanda
lously neglect ing to protect 
their tenants· li ves. 

Guidelines 
One Labour councillor 

on the committee actually 
had the ne rve to ask Ken 
U nwin at the public meet
ing fo r a copy of hi s own 
co un cil" s asbe tos policy 
guidel ines. because he had 
neve r seen th em before! 

Worse still . a council of
ficia l is repo rted in th e loca l 
paper as clai ming that their 
tests showed no rational 
explanati on for th e pres
ence of asbestos waste in 
the heat ing flue where it 
was fou nd by a couple on 
th e esta te. Chief Housing 
Office r , Bob Floyd is said 
to have written that .. th e 
circumstances in which the 
asbestos found its way into 
the fl ue are suspicious. I 
ca n say no more ... Is he 
implying that the asbestos 
co uld have bee n planted. 

Ke n Unwin has been a 
life-long socialist , p roud 
and open about hi s support 
fo r Militant. He has been a 
leade r of his loca l tenants' 
associat ion and four yea rs 
ago formed a Winsford As
bestos Action G roup . 
which forced the council to 
adopt a code of practice for 
the safe remova l of as
bestos. 

Now he is bei ng sub
jected to lies and ab use by 
people who are trying to 
expel him from the Labour 
Party . 

By a Militant reporter 

Mirror's belated 
support for 
council policies 
THE DAILY Mirror is 
trying to rewrite history. 
Once it was foremost in 
attacking Liverpool City 
Council and Militant, 
describing the leadership 
of tt,e council as 'aliens' 
and ' maggots'. It de
manded that Neil Kin
nock expel the leadership 
of the District Labour 
Party. 

Now it says .. The on ly 
criti cism of th e council 
might be th at it has tri ed to 
do too much too fas t -but it 
de perate ly n e·~dcd do
ing.·· 

The Mirror. owned by 
mill iona ire Maxwell and 
keen surportcr of Labour·s 
right wing. has been force! 
to~ re cog 1~se reality. Its 2 1 
Sept issue carries a report 
by Barrv Wigmorc extol 
ling the' achi'Cvcmc nts o f 
the previous Labour admi
ni stratio n. u nclc mocra
tically removed from office 
by Thatchcr· s appointed 
District Auditor. 

"Todav .. he writes ... the 
city is ~nc vast bu ild ing 
site . Evervwhcrc vou turn 
there is th-c new beside the 
van ishin g o ld and ugly . . . 
Since mav 1983, nearly 
22.000 flats. maisonettes 
and ho uses haYc been clone 
up or knocked down and 
rep laced ... 

He is forced to agree 
with Miliwnr and the -ci ty 
coun cil leadership that th e 
Tory governme nt have 
robbed th e city of £500 
milli o n and th at the U rban 
Regenera tion St rategy has 
transfo rm ed th e city. 

What the Mirror co nve-

niently forgets to mention 
is that th e urban regene ra
tion came about as a res ult 
o f Militant's campaign , 
adopted by th e District La
bour Party, of tak ing on the 
Tory government and 
demand ing extra resources 
- wh ich it ac tuall y won in 
1984 . 

lronicaly even those in
terviewed by the Mirror, 
Vinny and Maureen 
Brownless . were council 
house tenants who gave in 
terviews to Militant years 
ago. There is no escaping 
the rea lity of Milirant and 
its suppo rt and influence . 

Clearly the Mirror thi nks 
its readc-rs arc too stupid to 
remember these events . 
But the ir a rti cle will re awa
ken the memory and more 
importantly raise th e 
ques tio n- if the surcharged 
councill o rs carried ou t such 
policies . why can the pres
e nt ad minist rat ion not do 
likewise '' And why are th e 
disqua lified cou nci ll o rs 
treated so shamefull y by 
th eir own party leaders. 
who joined in th e abuse and 
vilification of the Liverpool 
council") 

Had they taken the 
trouble to visit the city and 
see the improvements rec
orded in the Mirror. they 
would be forced to rec
ognise the bri lli ant achicve
m-c nts of the co uncill o rs for 
whi ch th ey have been fin ed 
and disqualifi ed. and in 
so me cases expe lled fro m 
th e Labour Party. 

By Dave Cotterill 

Tony Mulhearn 
answers slur 
THE 47 disq ualifi ed cou n
cillors we re incensed by a 
letter in th e Liverpool Echo 
from the Labour Party 's 
appointed full-tim e officia l 
in Liverpool. Pete r Kilfoy
le. attacking Miliranr and 
the 47 coun ci llo rs' poli 
cies. 

In a reply. one of the 47 . 
Ton y Mulhea rn. noted that 
th e most strikin g fea ture of 
Peter Kilfoyle's attack was 
its similarity to th e leader in 
the same editi on of the 
Ech o: 

" Neither th e Echo nor 
Mr Kilfoyle suggest wha t 
alternative act ion shou ld 
have bee n taken by the last 
council. Is he saying the 
houses should not have 
been built. th at thousa nds 
of workers should have 
been sacked , or th at social 
services sho uld have been 
cut , o r rents and rates dra
mati ca ll y increased? 

"Mr Ki lfoyl e is an un e
lected official , paid by the 
labour movement and im-

posed against the wishes o f 
the overwhe lming majo rity 
o f Party members. He ap
pea rs to have do ne little 
else except bombard rank
and-file members wit h 
lette rs tel ling th em what 
th ey cannot do. and push
in g th em o ut of the 
decision-making process . 

Electorate 
" I mi ght add also that the 

frequent writing of le tte rs 
purporting to show how 
bad Labour 's results are in 
Liverpool is a most curio us 
act ivity for a Party o fficial. 
The electo rate of course 
have proved the strength of 
the 47's po licies by voting 
Labour. Eve n the Echo was 
forced to declare after a 
rece nt election vic
to ry . . .'No sco user coul d 
have any doubt that th ey 
were votin g for Mi/iwnr 
supporters ·. I rest my 
case." 
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Supporters of 

lnqaba Ya Basebenzi, 
journal of the Marxist Workers Tendency 
of the ANC send revolutionary greetings 

to the 1987 Labour Party Conference. 
We would like to thank all comrades who 
have contributed to the memorial fund for 

our murdered comrade lvin Malaza. 

Asisoze sikulibale futhi siyoq
hubeka njalo nomzabalazo 

owawufela 
(We will never forget you, we will never 

give up the cause you died for). 
-1:? Forward to a socialist Labour 

government 
-1:? Build a mass ANC on a socialist 

programme 
-1:? Forward to workers' power, 

democracy and socialism 

Greetings from Marxists on the 

LPYS Scottish 
Regional 

Committee 
Don't cut the age limit. Build a 
mass socialist youth movement 

Hucknall and Nottingham 
Militant supporters 

send fraternal greetings to the 
1987 party conference. 

Forward to a 
daily paperl 

Niddrie 
Craigmillar 

LPYS 
Our banner 
stays red. 
Forward to 
socialism 

Govan 
LPYS 

Youth need a 
future 

Labour needs 
youth 

Bui Id the LPYS 

Edinburgh West 
LPYS 

Forward to the 
first Marxist 

on Edinburgh 
district council 

Edinburgh 
Central 
Militant 

supporters 
Forward to a 

marxist Central 
CLP 

Greetings from 

Supporters of 
F81cemartello, 

Italian Marxist 
paper 

TGWU 1/1347 
, say Support our 

brothers and sisters in 
Walworth Road. No 

redunda ncies. Say no 
to closing down La bour 
Weekly, Socialist Youth 

and New Socialist 

SITTINGBOURNE 

Militant 
supporters 

Exeter 
district 
Militant 

supporters 

ASTMS 
send greetings to 

socialists everywhere. 
Forward to a mass 

"Socialist Youth" 
movement. 

send fraternal 
greetings to the 

labour movement. 

Liverpool Shipping and 
Freight branch no 618 
ca I ls on conference to give 

Labour 
Conference 

full support to the 47 
Liverpool Labour counci I I ors 
disqualified and surcharged 
for carrying out party policy 
and defending the people 
of Liverpool from the Tory 

onslaught. 

1987 
Mussel burgh 

Militant 
supporters 

Defend the 
Marxist regional 
councillor. No 

attacks on Keith 
Simpson for 

standing by the 
Labour manifesto 

Birkenhead 
Militant 

supporters 
say Forward to 
more socialist 

MPs with ·socialist 
policies standing 

on a worker's 
wage 

For an unconditional 
reduction to 35 hours. No 

sell out from Jordan. 
Forward to a democratic 
accountable leadership! 
Forward to a socialist 

labour movement! 

Militant supporters 
in Pilton AEU branch 

Southampton LPYS 
say ''90 per cent of labour 

movement bodies can't be wrong. 
Implement the results of the youth 

consultation ,'' 

Defend the 
Liverpool 4 7, 

Greetings 
from 

GM BATU 
200 branch 

Liverpool 
cleansing 

department. 
11Support 

the 
Liverpool 

47" 

defend socialist policies in 
Liverpool and reinstate the 

district Labour Party. 

New Liverpool city 
council Militant 

supporters 

Pilton/ 
Muirhouse 

Labour Party 
say No to 

witch hunts 

Coxford Labour Party 
sends fraternal greetings to all 
the socialist delegates at the 

Brighton Labour Party 
conference 

Kate 
Packham, 

Gordan 
Wingate, 

Jackie 
Robson, Ted 

Watson 
Welcome de

legates to 
Brighton 1987. 
No expulsions! 
No sackings! 
No backing 

down on social
ist policies! 

Moulsecoomb 
ward (Brighton 

Kemptown 
Labour Party) 
welcomes de

legates to 
Brighton. No 
to closure of 

Labour Weekly 
and Socialist 

Youth. No 
redundancies 
at Walworth 

Road 

Tenantry 
branch of 
Brighton 

Labour Party 
welcomes 

delegates to 
party 

conference. 
No 

expulsions! 
No redun

dancies! For 
socialist 
policies 

Bow and 
Poplar 
LPYS 
say At 

Brighton turn 
the tide back. 
Organise the 

fightback. 
Read Militant 
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ervice with a smile? 
Slave conditions in the fast food trade 
"IF YOU TRY to start a 
union here the boss 
will kill you, you cer
tainly won't have a job 
any longer," everyone 
said when I first raised 
the question of union 
organisation at the 
fast food shop where I 
work. 

By a fast food worker 

Thi' multinational busi
ness has a \'cry high turn 
O\'cr of both product and 
'tarf : it in\'Csts as little as 
possibl e . Their wages arc 
not onL' penny over the 
ah'L'lutc legal minimum in 
the catcrin~ industrv . 

There arc no paid holi
da\1s in vour first twelve 
mL)nt hs btit \'cry few people 
last one month let a lone 
twelve. For the first week 
of illnc's you get no sick 
pay. after that you get half 
pay for six weeks. 

That is if you don't get 
sacked the first day you 
take off. The shop often 
opera tes with everyone 
h<tving seve re stomach bugs 
nr th e flu bctausc you can't 
affo rd to lose your job . 

But p icking up an illness 
is only o ne of the risks 
custonicrs take in o ur 
'hops. The chicken we sell 
has quite often gone off and 
smells badlv but if we com
plain we ,;re told we arc 
paid to do as we arc told . to 
wash the chicken a nd sel l it. 
If other products arc o ut of 
date th cv cha nge the labels 
until th c.y look -o r smell too 
unappetisin g . 

Health and safe ty n.:gula
tion;, arc totallv di~re

ga rdcd . When I cut myself I 
was told not to use any 
plasters in the very basic 
first aid kit. They were the
re for the Health. and Safctv 
inspectors and it cost too 
much to replace them if we 
actual Iv u~ed them ! 

One. day a cooke r full of 
boiling oi l caught fire but 
there had neve r been even 
basic training o r fire drill. 
One lad talked of pouring 
\\'atcr on it. I went for the 
fire cxtingui ;,hcr. getting 
,-crv close to the fire and 
inhaling fumes. 

To my horror. I found it 
was empty. \Ve found out 
later it had been empty for 
a year- a nother attempt to 

save money . 
We bo rrowed a n extingu

isher and risked our lives 
putting the fire out but the 
manager didn 't thank us: 
he accused us of starting 
the fire . which turned out 
to be due to wo rn machin
ery . The o nl y thing he was 
pleased abo ut was that we 
didn ' t call in the fire bri
gade who might have 
charocd for the service 

St~ff often ge t. no d~ys 
off in four or five months 
and work seve ral eighteen 
hcn1r shifts a week; othe r 
shifts arc nine hours. You 
work in dizzying heat 
(ra re ly below 110 degrees 
in th e summe r) a nd on yo ur 
fee t the whole t ime. You 
ca n be sacked if you arc not 
on th e counter within thirtv 
seco nds of a customer eni
cring the shop. 

"We work in 
an atmosphere 
of fear, of the 
sack, of verbal 
abuse and vio
lence." 

In betwee n servi ng we 
have to mop floors . scrub 
walls a nd counte rs . sweep 
th e pavements o utside and 
c lean o ut o il and grease 
filled mach in es. An~d we 
have to smile a ll the time. 
A "mystery shopper" i .c . a 
company spy. shopped me 
the o ther day for not sm i
lin g. 

\vc work in an a tmos
phere of fear-of the sack 
and of a constant barrage of 
verbal abuse. We a lso get 
physical violence if we 
stand up for ourscl\'cs. If 
we object to bei ng treated 
like animals. the manager 
will lose hi s temper and 
slap us round the face or 
throw us across th e 
kitchen. 

If yo u wa nt to report th is 
to the po li ce or the compa
ny you need o ther people 
to act as wit nesses and 
people arc too scared to 
come forward. 

We get in sults and 
sex ually oriented com
ments f ram customers too. 
particularly afte r th ey have 
been at the pub o r night 
cl ub . We accept as norm al 
spe nding ten minutes trying 

Demonstration against low pay in Manchester. Trade Union 
strength can stop slave labour. 

to coax a bottle out of the 
hands of a threatening 
drunk. before he hits us 
with it. 

We accept as normal 
havi ng half eaten chicken 
bones thrown at us or 
mopping up blood from the 
floor. It didn't even 

surpri se me when I got 
stabbed by a custo mer. I 
just felt lucky I wasn't more 
seriously hurt. 

We hm·c video cameras 
there for o ur 'protection · 
but th ese a rc u eel far more 
to check up on us to sec if 
we take a break and to 

A Charter for 
Women 

~'orkers 
'°fr ) 

\ ) /( 
I l\ \ 
\ ' )~ 

Price SOp 
Available from: Ann 
Bannister, 55 Lunt Rd., 
Bootle, Merseyside, L20 
5EZ. 

check no money goes. 
which is tempting when just 
o ne standard meal. served 
in one minute . costs mo re 
than we ge t paid an 
hour' 

At th e end of one shift. 
some money was a llegedly 
missing. The police were 
called and we all had to 
e ndure the humili at ing or
dea l o f st rip sea rching for 
the sake of £7. Nothi ng was 
fo und but the mo ney was 
taken from our wage pack
ets a nvwav . 

Nearly ·a ll the workers 
here have now joined a 
union despite their initial 
fears; o nl v one is still too 
fril!.htcncci. Workers in our 
in d ustry. mainly women 
workers and youth. can 
o nly change conditions by 
joining together against 
explo itati o n . 

Militant supplement 
Business as Usual avail
able for your local 
seller. Price 10p 

Joining a union is on ly 
the first step o n a road that 
at present seems uphill all 
the way. We need the back
ing of trades councils . 
union o ffici a ls a nd leaders. 
The TGWU' - cam paign to 
recruit low paid workers is 
a big step forward . But it is 
not just a question of full 
time rights for full time 
workers. 

Work e rs in our industrv 
know only too wel l that the 
main fight is to take basic 
rights for every worker in 
an industry where at the 
mo me nt th cv exist for 
none. 

Our fight is only just 
beginning but with the right 
leadership we could show 
all workers the orga nisati on 
and detcrminati;n we a ll 
need and the future could 
be ours. 

Finance the fight back 
sheets. will build support 
for a workers' paper. 

I Area Received % of target achieved Target I 

LOW PAID hotel worker 
Andy Bunn from Humber
side has shown the same 
determination to fight as 
the poverty wage workers 
mentioned above. He has 
sent £50 to the Militant 
fighting fund. 

Our sights are now on 
raising the £60,000 we 
need in the last six weeks 
of the quarter. Unlike 
Labour's official fun
d raisers who have left the 
party almost £1 million in 
the red, our main target · 
won't be the "Citroen
driving vegetarian, terry to
welled bath-robed Ob
server reading yuppies" 
Labour's marketing 
manager aimed for. 

It's easy to raise fighting 
fund. Over £20 was raised 
outside a London cinema 
showing Business as usual 
by sellers asking for the £1 
solidarity price. 

1 Wales 
2 London 
3 Eastern 
4 South East 
5 East Midlands 
6 Northern 
7 Southern 
8 West Midlands 
9 Yorkshire 

10 South West 
11 Manchester 
12 Scotland West 
13 Scotland East 
14 Merseyside 
15 National 

I Total 

4850 
9400 
3050 
2250 
3250 
4600 
3100 
4850 
8450 
1900 
4050 
3500 
2800 
7500 
6950 

110,000 I 

, · We appeal to delegates 
at Labour Party conference 
and especially to all new 
readers, to match this sa
crifice and help build our 
paper. 

Last week hundreds of 
workers, students and 
unemployed gave much 
needed cash to help fight 
back against the Tories. 
Readers In the Stoke area 
collected £101 and £45 
came in through collecting 
tins and extras for papers 
in Liverpool Broadgreen. 

We're not prejudiced 
against money from vege
tarians or Citroen drivers 
but we need the support of 
every reader. Regular 
donations and collections 
amongst your workmates 
or on your estate, going 
door to door selling Mili
tant and taking appeal 

Fighting fund should be 
part of the sales drive. Be 
bold in asking for cash and 
always carry a rattling tin 
and appeal sheets on ev
ery sale. Organise a fun
draislng social like the 
video night in Battersea 
which raised £36 and the 
barbecue In Dover (£14). 
But first prize for mould 
breaking audacity goes to 
the comrade in Portsmouth 
who raised £10 around the 
SOP conference! 
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Knowsley 
NALGO 

greet all 
conference 
delegates. 

End the witch 
hunt. Fight 

privatisation 
of local 

authority 
services. 

West of 
Scotland 

Broad Left 
CPSA 

members 
Fraternal greetings to 

all socialists 
Congratulations to 

John Macreadie 
(DGS CPSA) on 

his election 
Support the 
Broad Left 

-the members' 
choice 

Littlehampton 
branch 1/874 

TGWU 
say 

Don't let them 
evict trade 
unions from 

select ing MPs. 

Socialism can 
give us a 

bright future 
Stop the 

denigration and 
start 

popularisation 

Friends of 
Militant in 

Arundel CLP 

Shell 
Workers for 

Militant 
say build links 

with South African 
workers. 

Keep Labour 
socialist. 

Explain socialist 
policies 

and win votes. 
Fudge policies 
and you lose 

votes . 
Arun 
District 
Trades 
Council. 

Mansfield 
LPYS 

greet conference 
delegates. 

No 
socialism, 
no victory 

West Glamorgan 
Militant 

supporters 
demand socialist 

policies not 'social 
democracy' 

Maidstone and 
Mid Kent 
Militant 

supporters 
say socialist policies 

win votes . 
Vote for a workers' 
MP on a worker's 

wage. 

The Labour and Trade 
Union Group 
sends fraternal greetings to Labour 
Party conference delegates and 
visitors. 

Support the L TUG candidates in 
the West Belfast council by 
elections on 22 October. 

Build a mass socialist 
Labour Party based on 
the trade unions in 
Northern Ireland. 

Supporters of Militant 
newspaper in 

Nigeria 
send solidarity to Labour activists at 

conference. 
The election of three Marxists on 
socialist programmes and as workers' 
MPs on workers ' wages shows that 
Labour could win nationally on a 
socialist programme. Activists should 
keep up the struggle to protect Clause 
4 calling for nationalisation of the 
means of production. 

Conference 
greetings from 

Newcastle 
Central 

and 
Jesmond 

Labour 
Party 

Woolton Ward 
Militant 

supporters · say 
"Support the 

magnificent 47 
councillors and 

defend 
socialism." 

Militant supporters 
on the 

National Committee 
of Labour Women 

Women's emancipation 
and socialism are 

inseparable. 

Militant supporters on 
Liverpool Labour 
Womens Council 
Socialist greetings to all 

delegates. 

Fight to defend patients' 
rights and workers' jobs. 
Save the NHS. Take the 
right medicine ... socialist 
policies. 

CHESTER 

Militant 
supporters 

say campaign 
on policies not 
personalities. 

Militant 
supporters 

on the 
North West 

Labour 
Women's 

Committee 
fo r a democratic 
Labour Women's 

Organisation . 

Further Education 
Labour Students 
No to compulsory 
YTS! 
We demand a 
future! 
* £35 a week minimum grant 
OR * A real job with proper wages 
Greetings from the FELS NC and Collette Williams 
FELS member on the NUS executive. Fighting for a 
socialist leadership 

DNS Glasgow 
Broad Left 

offer fraternal greetings to all socialists in 
the labour and trade union movement 

The fight against the Tories conti nues. 
No more cuts. 
We support the campaign for CPSA to 
affiliate to the Labour Party. 
Fight the Tories! 
No expulsion of socialists.! 

Militant supporters in the 
National Savings Bank (Glasgow) 

offer fraternal greetings to all socialists in the 
labour and trade union movement. 

No witch hunts! 
Fight the Tories! 
Build the Labour Party! 

F Join the Broad Left 
in CPSA 

Right 
threaten 
local 
parties 
THE NORTHERN regi o n 
labour Party confere nce 
last wee ke nd decided to put 
out to the constituency La
bour parties (CLPs) pro
posals by Labour's right to 
fundamentall y weaken th e 
influe nce of CLPs and the 
act ive membe rs. 

A discussion document 
set out a number of recom
me ndations for Party o rga
nisation in the regio n which 
if acce pted he re could be 
th e basis for a new less 
dem ocratic nat io nal Pa rt y 
structure. 

These suggestions. sup
posedly the result of a con
se nsus of opinions in the 
regio n ·s labour mo ve me nt 
had vielded a mere ten 
repl ie.s (on ly th ree from 
CLPs) fro m more than 100 
o rganisations affi li a ted to 
the Pa rtv . 

Th e right \\'i ng· s pro
posal s included the 
estzibli shment of a regional 
co nsitituti o nal co mmitt ee 
(\\'ith po \\'ers o f c\pul sio n ) 
b:1cked up bv "teams of 
special!\· des ignated ful l 
time o ffi ce rs operc1ti 11 g 
fro m \\'ah\ Orth Ro ad .. . 

The ri!C.ht \\·inl! al so \\·a nt 
to intrnci'l1c·L· rcgro nal rep re 
~e nt a ti d n o n the '\: EC. th us 
undc rmininQ th e in flue nce 
of C LPs .. Ar th e sa rn e ti me . 
;ill C LP nw ti ons rn t he 
:\ EC \\·o ul d firq ha\ C tt' be 
appro\ cd by th e reg ion;1 I 
l'<I rt\ .. 

These pl a ns \\·il l go ro un d 
the CLPs be fo re Q,1 inQ tu .1 
co nfe rence in \l<;rch -1,1;-; . ..; , 
Soc iali sts \\·ill fil:ht hard w 
keL'P democ ra ti c right > 10 1· 

the constitucn cie\. 

By a Militant reporter 

Labour 
staff 
strike 
STAFF AT Labour 's head 
office in \Yalworth Road 
struck on 22 September in 
protest at national executiYe 
plans which entai l ~O redun
dancies. 

Labour's general secret
ar~ Larry \\'hitty's pro
posals for the closure of 
Labour ireekly , Soc ialist 
Yo uth and S ell' Soc ialist 
ha\ e been accepted by the 
:\EC. 

C losure of th ese papers 
would end a Yitai source of 
news, information and ideas 
for party members. But the 
right wing seem to fear free 
discussion and want to shut 
down the papers in favour 
of a glossy leadership ma
gazine Labour Party 
.\'ews. 

Staff unions have pre
pared an alternatiYe budget 
showing the possibility of a 
surplus next year and will 
be iob b~fog the '-'EC meet
in g before the conference. 

Leading Labour Party 
Young Socialists members 
Linda Douglas and John 
Ellen presented a resolution 
of support from the LPYS 
to James Tait, the secretary 
of the head office TGWU 
branch on the picket line on 
22 September . 



THE LABOUR Party at pres
ent appears lost in a fog of new 
right wing ideas and fancies
in reality the old, discredited 
ideas of Gaitskell, Roy Jenkins 
and others in the past. 

By John Pickard 

But the social bas is for these 
ideas : an ex panding capitalist 
syste m. ca pable of affo rding re
forms and ad\·ances in living stan
dards. no longer ex ists. The rea l 
.. middle ground ' . in society exists 
onlv in th e minds of Labour 
right-wingers a nd other 
dreamers. 

Manv La bour Party members 
a re perplexed and d1smayed at 
this shift to the right in the Party. 
in parallel to the moves taking 
place at th e top of the TUC. 

At th e TUC conference the 
issue of no strik e deals was deli
bcratch· fudged. al lowing the 
leade rs.of the -EETPU to laugh in 
the face of the decisio ns and 
traditions of trade unioni sm. 

The Tory press have com
mented on the alleged decl in e in 
th e influence of the trade unions . 
as a result of the fall in member
ship by 3 milli o n. and this analysis 
has bee n accepted lock. stock and 
barre l by the T UC leaders . So 
much so. that the union tops ha\·e 
launched another phase of .. new 
reali'sm ··. offering potential rec
ruits no more than old-fashio ned 
friendly society benefits in the 
place of union so lidarity. 

The Labour leade rship have 
drawn all th e wrong conclusions 
from the election defeat. It was 
the second worst defeat in mo
dern times. but they still cling to 
the illusion that th e slick packag
ing and presentation was a suc
cess. But a ll the gloss could not 
disguise th e fact that Labour of
fered no real al tern ative. either to 
workers in jobs. or to those on the 
dole. 

In particular , Labour failed to 
attract those workers in private 
industrv , and workers in the 
South -of England. who have 
man aged in th e last two years to 

ho ld their heads above water or 
even increase their living stan
dards to a small extent. Among 
these and other skilled workers~ 
there was a swing away from 
Labour to the Tories. 

Rather than issue warnings 
about an inevitable recession in 
1988 or 1989. which will under
mine the precarious living stan
dards of all workers. Labour of
fered .. . tax increases. Now. three 
months later. the Labour leader
ship has belatedly realised that 
the .. vote for me and I will 
increase your taxes '' policy was a 
disaster. 

Nor did Labour offer much 
hope for those workers in local 
authorities struggling against cuts 
and an increasing threat to their 
jobs . The Labour spokesman. 
John Cunningham. explicitly 
refused to give any commitment 
to .. bale out .. local authorities. or 
to offer any way out of the finan
cial st raitj acket in which councils 
find themselves. 

Even Labour·s non-nuclear 
defence policy managed to achie
ve the worst of all worlds. With
out explaining properly the com
plete futility of Britain 's so-called 
' independent nuclear deterrent' 
alongside th e huge arsenals of the 
superpowers. the Party was com
mitted to transfer expenditure 
from Trident to bankroll a big 
increase in conventional wea
pons. The main argument that 
workers and youth have against 
Trident-the enormous waste in 
expenditure-was therefore 
lost. 

In contrast, wherever can
didates put forward a fighting 
socialist case. there was a large 
swing to the Labour Party. If the 
results of Bradford North. 
Coventry South East , Liverpool 

Broadgreen , and Southwark Ber
mondsey had been achieved 
throughout their respective re
gions , there would today be a 
majority Labour government . 
These candidates explained the 
relevance of full socialism to or
dinary working people , and all 
achieved marve llous results , to 
which the Labour leadership and 
the press have replied with a 
deafening silence . 

The Labour Party 
failed to advocate 
any perspective for 
socialist change and 
offered no way out 
from the insecurity 
of capitalism 

The vote for Labour in Liver
pool was especially significant 
showing the enormous support 
for the militant stand of the City 
Council against the Tory govern
ment. Although Labour's support 
hardened in its traditional heart 
lands of Scotlan d. Wales and the 
North of England . these results 
do not compare to the magnifi
cent 57 per cent Labour vote in 
Liverpool. where there was a 
majority of Tory MPs up to 
1964 . 

Unfortunatelv. the Labour Par
ty fa il ed to adv~nce any perspect
ive for socialist change and of
fered no way out from the inse
curity and instability of British 
capita lism. 

Now the leadership of the par
ty , having lost the election with a 
right-wing programme are trying 
to recover the lost ground by 
heaving the Labour Party even 
further to the right. According to 
their arguments the increase in 
home ownership and share 
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• 
ownership have been the main 
reasons for the Tories· success. 
and therefore the Labour Party 
has . to garner votes from these 
new ·'upwardly-mobile" share
owners. 

George Catchpole , Labour's 
Eastern Region Organiser. 
summed up this new philosophy 
by saying that the Party " must 
find ways of appealing to the 
person who had bought his coun
cil house , owned a car and had 
£500 of shares in former nationa
lised industries . ., 

Neil Kinnock has made similar 
comments about a supposed 
decline in ·'collectivism. ,, and the 
need for Labour to be the .. party 
of the indi\·idual. .. It see ms there 
is no limit to the ·Yuppie· counter 
re,olu ti on in th e Part\'. Election 
nnstcrmind Bn·a n Gou ld. talks 
about a "champagne party .. and 
Sam McCluskie echoes the Tory 
arguments about " remote and un
popular state-owned monopo
lies". 

Nigel Lawson last week 
boasted that the trade unions 
were in an historic decline. with 
almost as many shareholders
around 9 million- as trade union 
me mbe rs. The Labour leaders 
have no reply to this argument 
and. in fac t. agree with it. But 
what is the reality'l 

Having mortgages makes no 
fundamental difference to the 
po litica l o utl ook of workers. nor 
their willingness to struggle when 
the ir livelihoods are in danger. 
There are many solid Labour 
constituencies where there are a 
majority of home-owners . In 
Rhondda where Labour has a 
colossal majority , there is a 
majori ty of owner-occupiers. The 
70 per cent owner-occupation in 
Liverpool Broadgreen did not 

preve nt a 49 per cent vote for the 
Labour Party , despite the media 
campaign against the alleged 'ex
tremist' candidate Terry Fields. 
Probably the big majority of 
workers involved in key national 
strikes in the last few years: mi 
ners , printers . teachers , would 
have been owner-occupiers. 

The same argument applies to 
share ownership. According to 
the Financial Times. there is a 
·' natural " limit to share owner
ship-around 11-12 million 
people-beyond which it is un
likely to spread. This represents a 
minority of voters. 

But even this overlooks the fact 
that for the big majority of share
owners, their 'wealth · consists of 
a handful of shares , which would 
be unlikely to alter their life-style 
very much. if at all. For most 
share-owners; their holding is no 
more than a ·nest-c2g· for a 
rainy day. ~~ 

Lcrboui· Research reccnth· 
published figures to show that the 
Tories ' privatisation measures 
have concentrated the big major
ity of new shares in the hands of 
the City institutions. especially 
the pension funds. The total 
number of share applications for 
all the Tory sell-offs was 9 .5 
million. but. the latest figures 
show the total number reduced to 
5.5 million , as successful appli
ca nts quickly sold their shares at a 
profit . 

Only three months after the 
share issue. 99 per cent of all BA 
shareholders (those with less than 
10,000 shares) held only 16 per 
cent of the shares. About 80 
shareholders (with one million or 
more each) held over 50 per cent 
of the shares. 

Continued over page 
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The d ist ribut io n 
of shares to BT 
workers clearly 
had littl e impact 

L.,i"--.fF..___J o n th eir con 
sci o us n ess. It did no t prevent the 
BT st rik e ea rli e r this year. o r 
ste m the a nger o f NCU m embers 
when th ev thought their leader
sh ip had- le t the m down. Onl y 
mo nth s after the e lect io n of John 
Go lding as the ·moderate· general 
secretar\'. th e e ngineering and 
w hite collar sect ions of thc~union 
both , ·oted no confide nce in him . 

Ne,·enhcicss . the Labour lea 
de rship i, determined to push the 
Parn to the right. d isgu ising the 
fact hy dre-.sing it up as a ·re~· i e\\. 
of Party policy. The policy of 
rena ti o na li sa tion of hi\'cd -off in
dustries \\'ill be dumped. a lo ng 
\\'ith opposition to council house 
sales. and a ll\· other remna nts of 
radica l policies . Ex t reme right 
\\·ingers .. Jik e AEU·s Bill Jord~n. 
hmc made it clear that thC\· "ill 
also \\·ant a reversal of the non 
nuclear defence pol icy . 

The rlan > of the right \\·ing 
!ea,·e no place for an acti\ e a nd 
critica l ra nk a nd file. T he\· real!\· 
bel ie\C elections are \\On. b,· T\,' 
a nd media presen tati o n. and not 
b\' th e hard slog o f hundreds o f 
th o usands of P~m membe rs . 

Labour' s grass roots arc . for 
them. so mu ch unn ecessa r\' bagg
age whi ch can be dumped at the 
first opportunit\'. Thi s ex pl ai ns 
the \\·e ltcr of "discussion docu 
ments" and proposa ls for al te ring 
the constituti o n . of \\·hich th e 
by-pass ing o f th e local Party ge n
eral commi ttees for th e se lecti o n 
of Pa rli ame nt arv candidates is 
o nl v one feature . 

labour Weekli' and New 
Socia/isl. th ro ugh -whi ch the La
bour Party me~be rship ,,·ere a ble 
to vo ice. howeve r m uted . th e ir 
O\\· n vie\\'S. are be ing ditched and 
replaced by a ~a il ed news
letter - Labour Parn· .\'e 11 '.1'

,,·h ich is a n uncritica l mouthpiece 
of the le ade rship . It has bee n 
suggested th at th e Labour Part\· 
confere nce itself m a\' be changed 
into so m ething more like a r~ ll \' 
for t he leader and th e shadO\~ 
cab inet. limitin g resolutions a nd 
debate to set topics. like T o ry 
co nference. 

Th e bigge'it ;i tt ack has bee n 
la un c hed on th e Y o un g Social ists. 
the •m ost ,- ibra nt a nd ~acti \ ·e part 
of th e Labour Part y. but a so urce 
of emba rrassm e nt because of its 
ad \ocacy of ho ld soc iali s t poli 
cies. In the guise of a "consult:i
tion" (the resul ts of \\ hich ha\'C 
been blatanth· ign o red. an,.,,.a,·) 
the leadership :ire de tcrmi 1icd to 
stifle th e You 1w Soc ial ists b,
rcducing th e age limit. abolishing 
its regio nal str uctures and. next 
\'ear. if th e \· can get a\\a\ \\it h it. 
abo li shin g - th e r1ati ona·1 co nfe -
rcnce. 

In addit ion. th e LPYS 
nC\\·spape r. Soci11/is1 Yo11!11. has 
bee n axed on spurious fin a ncia l 
grounds. although it has broken 
e\·cn for the last two \Cars. 

One of th e most not-able fea
ture 5 of Labour' s shift to the right 
is the collapse of the ·Jefts·. \\lth 
onh· a fe,, · exce ptions. T he Tri
blllie ne,\·spaper. for example . 
formcr h· lcft-\\·ing. gi,·es almos t 
uncritical support to th e right 
\\·ing mO\'C S. Likc-,,·ise. the L;i
bour Co-o rdin ating C o mmitt ee. 
nO\\. "co -o rdinate s" little morl' 
than a "l eft" smoke-~crcen .. ..\t 
the cen tre of the Pa rty lcader<; hip 
i'> a ·ne\\" ;·ight'. Bri a n G ou ld is on 
bl1th the LCC and th e ·o!d right' 
Forn·a rd Libour sla te s for -thc
'IEC. 

Some o f those in th e lcade r<.hip 
most detcrminccl to ''itch hunt 
the \ 'larxi sts ancl atwck the 
Yo ung Socialists are ex -left 
''inger·s like T om Sa,n-er of 
NL'PE. 

The co nti nued witch hun ts 

against the left and the move ment 
o f the party to the right have 
cause d a decline in me mbe rship 
of 26.000 in the three years up to 
th e e nd of 1986. More m embers 
are like lv to have been lost th is 
year. Thfs is an indicati on that the 
shift to the right at the top is 
comple te ly o ut of tune wi th the 
aspirati o ns of th e m ajo rity of th e 
rank and fi le . 

But ,,·hatever ma\· be the 
wishes of the tops or' the Pa rtv. 
their mm·e to the right will be 
O\"C rtaken by e\-cnts.~ The post
election mood . follo\\'ed immc
d iateh by the summer period in 
\\ hich labour mo,·emcnt meetings 
do no t take place. gi, ·c '1 comp
letely false pi cture o f the months 
and wars ahead. 

After th e T o ries· , -icton· in 
1983. the pres' and T\" pun1pecl 
out the sa me arguments about the 
.. share-0\rning ;nd house -O\\ni ng 
democraC\"'. - There \\ ere even 
T\' progi·ammes. in late 1983. 
spccificalh a rgui ng that young 
miners O\\'n ing homes and cars 
\\Cre not likely to take part in 
strikc 'i. Within mo nth s th e miners 
launched the lonQest and most 
ferocious industria-1 battle in mo
de rn hi ston. 

Simi lar!\'· in Fra nce. after the 
election of the ri ght-wing Chirac 
go,·e rnm e nt. th e-re ,,·as- within 
~1ont h s the biggest exp losion of 
student unrest in al most 20 years. 
fo rcing the governme nt into mak
ing im-porta~nt cqncessio ns. a nd a 
simultaneous e rupti on of strik es 
in th e pub lic sector. 

Whatever the 
victories of the 
right wing at 
this year's 
conference, these 
will be tempor
ary. They will be 
reversed by the 
workers in the 
Party demanding 
policies in their 
interests 

The policie s of 
th is Tory go \'crn
me nt arc a recipe 
fo r social connil 

~---1---~ s i ons. Ne'' 
stru ggles '' ill inc\itablv break out 
in the public sector. i-n local au
thorities. in the health sc n ·ice. in 
education. the Ci\'il se rvice- and in 
pri , ·ate in dustr\' . 

Local authorit\· \\Orkers and 
th ose in public ti·ansport a re a l
reach see thing o,·er threa ts to 
their. jobs and li,·ing sia ndards. 
Last month' s a ll-Londo n bus 
strike-t he first for 3l) \'C iHS-\\·as 
a protest agai nst bus -,,·or ke rs in 
South Lo ndon losin g almos t £30 
pe r we e k . as \\·e ll as- ha,i ng th ei r 
co nditi o ns made ,,·orse. 

Despite the capi tulation of alle 
gedly left \\·ing councillors . nm\· 
prepared to sacr ifice jo bs rather 
than face up to the T or ies. local 
aut horit\' \\·orkers are steeling 
themse t\·es for a tita nic struggle 
o,·er comi ng budget cuts. ~~ 

T he \ ' Ote~ of 1~orkers in the 
0:CU. and the CPS.A sho'' the 
re a l mood de\'cloping in the 
union,; . Desp ite a mo untain \)f 

li e<; <i nd Jistortions . the member
<hip o f CPS.A \'Otccl for a le ft 
C\ el'Ut i\ ·e to lead a fightback on 
\\'<lges . aild for John ~1'1crcaclie ~" 
dc6uty general secretal'\ . ..\ 1-
thpugh an a ll -out >trike uf ci,il 
se n ·ants \\ '<1S th \\ aned thi ' ,·car. 
because of the dissipatiLm cif ac
t i, ·it\' in a prolo nged period or 
partial strikes. the m ajor ity of 
CPSA members unde rstand that 
the situation is no more th a n a 
··stand-off" . a postponement of 

a ba ttl e to come. 
Eve n in private industry whe re 

there has bee n a pa rtial economic 
recove rv a nd w here a number of 
wo rke r.s have ma naged to keep 
up their real rates of pay. this has 
o nly bee n achieved by a general 
worsening of co nditions. speed
ups a nd th e aba ndo nm e nt of 
he a lth a nd safe ty sta nda rds. But 
the reco,·e r\' itself will give new 
confide nce to \\·orkers i; th e via
bil ity of th e ir industries and in 
their O\\n st reng th a nd many sec
tions wi ll ,,·a nt to reco,·er the 
ground lost to th e ir bosses in th e 
last eight vears of recess ion. 

In <111\ C\'ent. a new recession is 
inc\ itaLllc \Vithin the next t\1·0 
\'Cars or so . and \1ith it will come 
~1 ne\1 round of struggl es o,·e r 
jobs. closures a nd red71ndancies. 
Wh a t illusion s there a rc in the 
eco no mi c ·1-cco,·ery· \\ill qui ck !\· 
disappea r a nd in their place ,,·ill 
come all th e pent-up anger and 
frustratio n bo ttl ed up a t pres
e nt. 

The bitter host ili ty to the Ton· 
go,·ernmcnt is nowhere more ap
pa ren t than among \·out h. 
Hundreds of thousands of \'OU!ll! 

people \\'ill be co nscripted. o nt o 
useless YTS a nd JTS schem es in 
th e fu tu re . with the threat of the 
rcmo,·a l of their unemplo\·me nt 
benefit to coerce them . 

It ,,·as no M arxist. but ex
Labour re negade R obe rt Kilro\'
Silk who wrote rccenth· of "an 
a nti-po li ce culture a mo.n g m any 
of the young ... H e ci ted examples 
of unreported riots e \·e n in tO\\·n s 
lik e Stroud in Gloucestershire. 
Ma nsfie ld in Nottinghamshire 
and "dozy Shrewsbury .:-- in Shrop
sh ire. whe re pol ice fought ,,·ith 
500 youth " and were sprayed wi th 
CS gas for th e ir pains". It was the 
th ird tim e . he poin ts out. th at CS 
gas has been used in di st urbances 
in Britain. "and not once b\' th e 
pol ice . .. Not hing co uld better 
sum up the boiling anger and th e 
alienation from th e go,·c rnmcnt 
of m illi ons of young~ peop le. 

It \1·i 1I be the fu rious opposiii o n 
of workers a nd vouth. gathering 
in mo me ntum a n-d inteni"i tv in the 
corning ,·ea rs. th at will co-n fou nd 
the th~eo ri es of a ll th ose ·rnp
pyists · and the ·ne'' right' inside 
the Labour Part\. The huge ba l
lot majoritie s in t he major ~1n ions 
confirming thei r affiliation to the 
Labour Part\· a re a testame nt to 
the trade union s· hi storic link s to 
th e Labou r Pa rt\'. 

\\'o rkers fo rced in the direction 
of in c reased acti,·it\ in th e ir trade 
union- and there ·,,ill be tens of 
thou sa nds-,,ill also find the ir 
\1·a\· into acti\it\' in the Labour 
Part\'. The dead-e nd a nd th e 
hope lessness of capita li sm will 
beco me clear to mi ll ion-;. R eal 
socia li st ideas \\ill ha\'e a grea ter 
re le \·anc\' th an c,·er before to all 
sections· of the ,,·orking clas-;: 
,-oung a nd o ld. men a nd ~\·om e n. 
~'hite~ and black. ,,-hite co llar or 
b!uc coll<1r. 

\\'hate,·er ma \ be the 'ictorics 
of the right \\·i-ng at this \ear's 
Labour Pam· conference. a nd for 
a period o( time in th e future. 
these\\ ill be temporal'\. They will 
be re\ ·c rsed b1 the \\Orkers who 
\\·ill join the I ~abour Pam in the 
future. demanding chanl:es a nd 
policies in the ir i ~tcresrs. 
HO\\·e ,er much the' right \1 ·i ng tn 
to 1\itch-hunt the su!;porter~ of 
J fili1a111 and th e Part\ , -ou th sec
tion. it \\·ill pro\·e iri1pn,siblc to 
-;eparate '.\ lar \ isrn from the La
hou r Pa rt\ '. 

\\'ork<:r~ arc not changed fun 
damental!\· tw a m ortg,~gc o r a 
fc\\ doze n ·prefere nce ~, h a res. 
The\ \\ill be force d b,· their O\\n . . 
bitter experience< to take hu! J of 
the party th ey ha\·e and mould 
from it th e party they need . The 
ideas o f \-farxism \\ill become the 
ideas of the ,,·hole movement. 

• oursoc11 
"T'~£ SHADOW CA81NET W/L.L MEET IN 
1°t' L.DOK AT N~WIACT/C5 ANt> l>lli 
PARTY~ TlilRP E.LeC;10N O~FEA'1 

TH E G 

Telecom's clerical workers on strike in January this year. W orkers with shart 
struggle. 
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democracy 
LABOUR'S LEADERS are 
hell bent on freeing Labour 
MPs from any meaningful 
accountability to the local Par
ty members. Hand in hand 
with the attempts to throw 
OYerboard socialist policies. 
the right wants to funda
mentally alter the hard won 
rights of Labour activists to 
mandatory reselection oYer 
their '\J Ps. 

By Davy Brown 

L' nclcr th e heading ·Pa rt,· 
Fr;111chi,e'. 0\ e r 40 r~so luti o n-s 
and amendme nt <. arc grouped t<) 
gct her at the Conference. E\'l~ n 
th e te rm ·part\' franchise· i, an 
attempt lO hide the right' s true 
intent- to attack Part\ dem o
craC\'. a nd they hope . mi stakc ni \' . 
to sec off left ''ing ca ndid ate" b1· 
the l e~<. in fo rmed 1otes of th e 
inac ti,·c Pa rt1· membe rship. 

Currently selecti o n and reselec
tion or pa rliamcntan canididates 
is carri ed thro ugh b1 the 
cl cmoc rati ca lil elcctccl de.legates 
fro m union ,)nd Part1 brat~chcs 
represented at the foca l Party 
ge ne ra l committee~. 
- But in their blind has te th e 
leaders hip co uld not e1·e n 11·ait to 
find a workab le a lte rn at i1·e 
S\', tem . 
· '\ c ii Kinn ock pushed fo r loca l 

electoral co lleges rath e r than a 
straight one - indi1·idua l Part\' 
me n1be r. one 1ote. in an attempt 
to 11·in the backing of the block 
1 · o r..: ~ of th e L~nion s. Their 
branches 11·ould other11·ise be 
excluded fro m participation in the 
se lection procedure. It is the iron 
link 11·ith th e unions and the 
,,·o rk placcs that gi1·es La bo ur its 
strength. 

Complexity 
But ll<.\ -o nc o n the rif!.ht co uld 

de'1·i,c ;1 n1 mcchani-,m to tackle 
the co mplexity of indi1·idu al trade 
union i,ts. 1\ho pay the political 
le'Y ;1 11d li1·e in th e appropriate 
co1i:- titucnc1" meeting together to 
ca<;t a 11roportion of\·o tes eq ual to 
the uni on< ,,·eight o n the general 
c1 )mm i ttcc'' 

Kin n1 >e'k. in pri,·atc di-,cussions 
at the T LC. sou nded out the 
TG\\'L ~ml G&\1 abo ut drL>p p
in!!. the electoral colle ge . and fo rc-
1n; throul.!h a straight one 
membe r. one I OtC . But ~lclegate' 
:1t the TG\\'L' confere nce - h;1d 
,11111· bee n con\'inced to go a lnn!!. 
11ith changi ng th e present ~y~ t cm~ 
o n the unde rstanding th at uni on 
influ ence' 11·ould b'C undimin
i-, hcd. 

.At its I) Sep tem ber meet in g 
the '\ EC co nfi rme d it s suppnrt 
for .,\·idcning the fran chise· but 
c,1u ld not ;1g;el' w reco mm end to 
Confere' ncc- an\' of the ,pccific 
con<;ti tutional . amendment> 
determining the mcth ,1cl. Confe 
rence dclc~atc, frn m th e uni oti:
and Inca! parties lh1\\" ha' e the 
opportu nity to \ Otc do11·n all 
amendments. and protect the 
cknl l'c'l'a tic rig ht;; of hot h L' f 
them . 

The ri ght t;1 1«.c»ckcr Ltbour 
\fp, 1\·a, -1wt hanJe·L! to the ra nk 
;illd fik b1· a le:1dc1">hip ,,.i,h ing w 
·Lxtcnd Jcn1oc-r;tc' · _ 1t \\;:b fo u~ht 

fur . . -\ ftcr the' C\.pcricncc "r the 
197..\ to I l/7lJ L1bou r G l" crnmcnt 
the' r:111 k-; nf the 111 0 ,·cmcn t \\ erl' 
c.lctcrn1inL·d that nr..'\·cr ag J in 
1\·lluld a L1b;.,) ur ad mini , trati o n 
bo11· the knee to th e dictate, o f 
big business . 

The dem an d for accountabilitl' 
and mandatory reselecti on of La~ 

Delegates at 1986 Labour Party conference - the right wing's proposals on 
reselection are aimed at reducing the number of activists. 

bour MPs ,,·on support as a means ing their MP 's reco rd. 
of exerting pressure on a future With the pre ent syste m. every 
La bo ur go,·crnme nt. But it ,,·as individual Labour Partv member 
on!I· agreed afte r th orough and affilia ted uni on member ca n 
debate. fncludin Q at a number o f pa rticipate \\"ithout exception o r 
Part\' confe rence~~ . and an elected hindrance in th e rese lection pro-
11·orking pa rty th at produced two cedure th ro ugh their ow n branch 
reporrs. majority and min ority . o r o rganisati on . But full accoun -
Compare that to the fe\cri sh at- ta bility is ensured through the 
tempts of today's right to turn the ge neral committees which meet 
clock back. mo nth!\' . hear their MP' s pa rli a

The right to rese
lect Labour MPs 
was not handed 
to the rank and 
file by the leader
ship. It was 
fought for. 

The leadership -;hou ld be re 
minclccl that th e1· ha\'e ac ted in 
direc t defiance L1.f th e 1986 Par t1· 
Conference . That dccidccl 
L) \'CJ'\\ he !ming!I· th at thi s iss uc 
11·:1' not tu -be di scussed aQ3in 
until aft er an electi on. Yet -the 
right' s consultation of affili ated 
01:-ga ni sation« bc2.a n befo re 11 
J une. -

Thc Part\' 11·as consu lted while 
it 11 '<1s preparing and fighting the 
genera l electi on . Whi le th e ranks 
~' e re dc;liin2. a dea th blrl,,. to the 
SDP. ,;o rn c -sectiL1n<; ,,·ere pla nn
i ll!.! to re' i,·c the methods o f' 
0~1 ·c n and \\'i lk1ms 11 ith in the 
Pa rt\'. 

For it 11·as thc dem and for 
re<e!cc ti on th<it fin a lh· r·.:\·c<iicd 
the' true natu re of - the SDP 
traitor:o, in the Labour Part\' . Thc1· 
ki't condemning the un11·:i rrantcd 
inrcrfcr(nce "<ith the' ·di1·inc right 
l'f Lab11ur \1Ps to their 'eai«'. 
"hich the,· had pre·\·io u<, I\' en
jm·ecJ. But on the' 1\·a"· out it 11·a;; 
rhc1 1\·ho first rai<ecJ .the idea of 
selection h,· one mem be r. one 
l'LltC. 

Th e1· banked o n the unwar
ranted- interference o f th e cap it al
iq press o n the Pa rty membe rs 
1\·ho do not attend mcetinQs and 
a rc not in1 o lved in actil'ely ~heck-

mentary repo rts and carry 
through th e final se lecti on co nfe
rence. 

The right on the '\ EC arc 
loudly proclaiming th e ir commit
ment to Part1· democ raCI'. and 
th a t is ,,-h1· the\' want to -chanQe 
the re se l e ~ti o n. procedure. B~t 
thi s is the '\EC 1\·hi ch has t11i ce 
undcmocrati ca lil intcn·encd to 
impo,;e parliamentar1· ca ndida tes 
-on Kn o1\·s1e ,· North and No ttin
gham E<i st . 

i\011· th e\' <i re putting fo n,ard 
o th er co nstituti ona l chan ges 
11·hi ch 11 oul d me:rn th a t: I . If t he 
sitting \IP is not rese lected the1 
ha1e - th e right to appeal to th e 
'\EC 11·hich ca n intcn·ene to 
re install th em: 2 . In an ·c merQen 
CI" or ·in the in teres ts of - th e 
Labour Pam" the !\EC ca n d is
pense with the procedures: 3. In a 
b\'-elect io n the NEC or local con
stituen c1· exec uti\'e committee 
11·iJI se i'cct th e candidate. The 
'\EC ca n ·ach isc· th e EC ,,·hom 
the\' should put fOl"\\·ard. -+ . The 
'\EC 11·iil ha,·e the ri!.!ht to modit\' 
th e procedure ' that- Confe rence 
determi nes rn 'iC lcct candidates . 
and then 2et Confe rence w ratih
thcm aften' <Hd~. · 

Th e righ ts of Pa n1· 111crnbe1·s 
arc un&r ihreat . Conference 
muq not allo11· itself to be >ra m
I'Cdeci. It campai gned for the 
prese nt dem ocratic ,,·stem for the 
re~clcct i o n of MPs a 1i d it must not 
allo11· it to bc ta ken il\\:11" The 
Labo ur leadcrs must be · tu id
those 1\·ho do the \1ork. kn ock on 
the doors and li ck the en"clopcs. 
a nd wh o are the Labou r Pa rt1'. 
\\'ill fight to preserve thc.ir 
democratic control O\ e r th e ir par
li;imentary representatives. 

Felicity ,.-.- . 
Dowling:>: 
appeals ._ to 
conference 

FELICITY DO\YLI:\G, one of 
the heroic ~7 surcharged u,·er
pool councillors , will be appealing 
to Conference against her expul
sion from the Part\'. In fact she 
will be the last person able to 
appeal directly to Conference on 
expulsion . In a major attack on 
Party members' democratic 
rights, from now on appeals will 
only be allowed to the :\ational 
Constitutional Committee. Mili
tant spoke to Felicity. 

' 'I n fighting for the people of 
Lherpool, I ha\'e been barred 
from office, surcharged and now 
face possible personal bankrupt
cy. The councillors have been 
slandered and abused bY the Ton 
press nationally and lo~ally . And 
now after 20 years' membership, I 
face delegates at the Conference. 
ha\'ing been expelled by the 
leaders of my own Party . 

' 'A stream of lies and allega
tions about intimidation and vio
lence that were nenr substan
tiated. were thrown at us. But no 
such charges were ever put to us. 
The real charges were to do with 
the conduct of the District Labour 
Party. These in turn. were never 
taken on a legal technicality. All 
that remained were charges relat
ing to .Hilita11t. I was expelled for 
my political beliefs and nothing 
else. 

"The charges were changed 
time and again reducing from 27 
separate charges to 3. At the time 
concerned I was Secretar\' of 
Li\'erpool District Labour Party. 
inYolYcd in running a massi,·e 
campaign. I was also chair of the 
full sub-committee on the council 
in charge of re-organising Lher
pool's secondary schools. and the 
coundllor for a large council 
estate with massi\'e problems. 

' ' The witch-hunters clcarlv be
lieved at this time that I poss~ssed 
supernatural powers. They 
accused me of working full time 
for the Jfilitant at the same time as 
undertaking all these duties. This 
charge itself was later dropped 
when it was proved to be im
possible. The remaining charges 
were that an article had been 
printed in my name in the \Jersey 
.\filita11t , that I spoke at a Jfilitant 
public meeting and th at I mo\'ed 
an incriminating resolution in th e 
District La bour Part\. 

.. All of the charges. wen: ne bu
lous and boi led down to my poli
tical Yiews being unacceptable to 
the :\'EC . Delegate should ask 
themsel \'es whether they want 
their Party to stoop to deceit as the 
basis for expulsions . ..\nd '' hether 
the holding of Marxist \'iews. 
which have been present in the 
Party since its very foundation, 
sould be the final grounds and 
final excuse for expulsion.'' 



12 MILITANT 25 September 1987 

THE LABOGR Party Young 
Socialists (LPYS) are cam
paigning hard to defend young 
people from the Tories' attacks. 
But Labour 's youth now find 
themselves under attack from 
the Party leadership. 

By Frances Curran 
LPYS Nat ional 

Executive rep , 1984-8E 

The ~atio n a l Execu tive a re 
prese ntin g two constitutional 
a menclme-nt s to Partv co nfe rence. 
The\· a im to dcstrov t he LPYS. bv 
cutting th e ir age iirri'it fro m 25 to 22 
vears -and bv-abo li shing th e ir re-
gio nal structure s. -
~ The NEC cla im these proposals 
are to max imise Labo ur 's support 
a mong young people . But ho\\' will 
preve nti ng yo uth between 22 an d 
25 pa rt icipating in Labo ur' s yout h 
secti on and th e abo lition of LPYS 
regiona l conlere nces and commi t
tees hel p thi s task'l 

In fact. th ey wi ll prevent Labour 
winn in g support fro m young 
peop le and deny LPYS membe r
ship to young union act ivists . 

Dia na J e ucla. NEC representat
ive fro m th e shopwork ers· uni on. 
USDA \V. is guilty of breathtak ing 
hypocri sy. She voted for reducin g 
the LPYS's age lim it. bu t wrote in 

· Sco:ttish .· 
: 'model' · 
:.excludes · 
youth 

THE NEC want to mode l Re 
giona l Youth Campaign Com
mittees on the Scot ti sh Youth 
Campaigns Committee. But 
this com mitee ·s ·success· is a 
myth . 

No ne of th e vouth fro m the 
LPYS . Scottis h Labour Studen ts o r 
trade uni o ns are a ll o\\'Cd to \O te. 
Onl v th e three Scotti sh Partv E xc
cuti\.·e me mbers ha\e a \O te. The 
union ·youth' a re ha nd-picked ap
pointees . Incre dibly. the TGWU 's 
rcprescntat i\·e is a -+0-ycar old full 
tim c official and NUPE 's a 30-\ ea r 
o ld one' · 

The LPYS de ma nds that un ion 
reps a re youth. who arc de mocra
tically e lected from th e ir 
u nion s. 

Apart from o rganising Bill\ 
Bragg conce rts d urin g th e 1986 
Edi~burgh fe st i\a l. this body ha s 
talked ~uch abo ut campaigning 
but clo ne \ Cr\' little. During its 
enti re ex istence. th is ·111 oclci" h<i s 
not initiated a sin gl e campaign. It 
did no t e \ en iss ue a leane r d uring 
the e lection . D esp ite be ing teJe':. 
\·isecl discussing a ca mpaign around 
the Fm,l e r Re \·iew. after the T V 
ligh ts \\'Cnt out it d id nothi ng to 
ea rn· it o ut 

The Sco tti sh Youth Cam pa igns 
Committee is simply being used as 
a means of -,hackling th e enthu
siast ic ac ti\itv o f t h ~ LPYS. 

The LP'l; S \\·cicomes th e 
es tabli shm ent o f R egion a l Cam 
paign Co mm itte es as a-n aclclir ion to 
LPYS regio nal bodies. as long as 
the trade unio ni sts a nd students 
a rc e lected and acco unt abl e to 
their organisati o ns. 

\:Vith out :h cse democratic provi
>os . th e\ will mcrelv be ta lki ng 
sho ps like the Scotti.sh ·model'.-

Th e uni o ns must dc,:clop na
tio nal and regio nal you th struc
tu re s . as the TGWU ·is begin ni ng 
to. so as to in volve the thousa nds 
of voung workers who could be 
co ni e activists in th e m and in 
Labour' s yo uth section. 

' 

Is this the sort of youth section the right-wing want? Jimmy Hill, Hugh 
Gaitskill and other dignitaries make up the Labour Party Yout h Commission 
in 1959. 

he r uni o n's pa pe r that the US
DA W vouth section' s age limit 
should stay at 26. beca use it would 
ha\e "d ifficulty in basing ac ti vity 
on teenagers a lo ne" . 
Obv i o~sly. Jeuda and the right 

\\'ing wa nt to preven t vo ung trade 
unionists be in g in volved in the 
Part\"s vouth section. 

Previously th ey claimed to be in 
favo ur of it . But th e invol\·ement 
of trade unio n you th in the Party's 
youth structure . su pported by the 
LPYS for th e pas t eleven years: 

was used bv To m Sawver and 
othe rs as a red he rrin g to cove r up 
who lesa le a ttacks o n the LPYS b\ 
right-win g uni o n le aders and th e 
N EC. 

The way the NEC ha\·e ignored 
their own consu lt ati on exerci se 
in to youth st ructures co nfirms th is. 
An O\·erwhe lming 85 per ce nt re
jected lowerin g the age limit. Yet 
the N EC are ·dem ocra tica ll v' back
ing a proposal whic h go t 0.5 pe r 
ce nt support! How can Pa rty 
me mbers have any con fide nce in 

Consultation 
on LPYS age 
limit ignored 
(Results of questionnaire sent to all affi 
liated organisat ions and Party branches.) 

1----"""~ No 
reduction 
of age 
limit 
350 

For a 

an ?'\EC \\·hich tr<.:<tt5 the ir \iC\\'S 
with such con tem pt" 

The abo liti on or the LPYS re
gions ha s C\'Cn less suppo rt . Th e 
\ ·ast majo rit\· of submi ssio ns 
backed ·dc m.ocrat ical l\ elected 
You th Campai2.n Committees . as 
an addition ·to.~ not :.i replace ment 
for . th e L PYS R egional and Na
ti o nal Committees~ 

The NEC argues th<it regional 
LPYS st ructures be imm cdiatc h 
abo lished. to be rep laced by re·
gio nal ca mpaign co mmittees \\·hi ch 
\\·iii not be se t up till ~om e tim e in 
1988' H ow. o r if. the\· are to be 
e lectccl is no t e \en IT;entioned. 

Th is proposa l is a mixture of 
bureaucrat ic pl anning and mali
cious spite agai nst the LPYS . It is 
part of t he right-wing' s strategy to 

close down region al Party offices 
a nd tamper with the \\·om e n· s ;ce c
t ions and regional committees . 

Thi s o\·e r-ce ntra li sa ti o n must be 
ve hem e ntly o pposed by a ll Pa rty 
membe rs. 

Partv membe rs can be proud of 
the LPYS. \\ho a re p la nnin g a 
ca mpaign to force the To ri es to 
back down O\·er YTS conscrip tio n. 
as two prev ious campaigns have 
succeeded in doing. The two co n
stitut io na l ame nd~1ents mu st be 
opposed by Pa rty members and 
trade uni onists . whose support th e 
LPYS dese rves. 

BL 
21 yr 
age limit 
53 

LABOUR PARTY staff demonstrate against threatened redundancies. 
For a 
23 yr 
age limit 
8 

The cost of the NCC shows the misplaced priorities of Labour's 
officials. In the first year of its existence, a staggering £100,000 has 
been spent on running it. On top of this a quarter of a million was 
spent on the Liverpool inquiry and expulsions. 

But now the Party claims to be in a dire financial cri sis and wants to 
sack workers at Walworth Road . 

Is PR the way to win? 
''FROM LABOUR 's point of 
Yiew. howeYer , a commitment 
to electoral reform means one 
thing above all else. The party 
would have to abandon all hope 
of ever governing · alone 
again ... Is it not a sad fact that 
Labour's greatest feasible am
bition is to denY the Tories 
outright victory ~ext time?" 

By Andy Beadle 

This is th e mi sera ble pessimi sm 
of Labou r·s right. Pe ter Kellner. 
for mer! \ o f the ~~e\\ Statesma n has 
embraced propo rti o nal represe nt a
tion. Ex-left. R obi n Cook. ai>o 
nO\\' bac ks electoral refo rm . And 
there are a number of reso lu tio ns 
on th e agenda for Part \· Confe -
re nce bac\i ng it . · 

P roportional representation is 
prese nted as so me maj or extensio n 
ot de mocrac\ '. The T hatch e r gov
e rnment recei\ed 42 per ce nt of th e 
, ·o tes. but \\·o n 59 pe r cent of the 
seats. Would it not be mo re 
democratic for parties to be al 
lotte cl a number of seats more in 
keeping with t he vo tes they gai n 'l 

A supporter o f e lectoral cha nge 
\\TOte in the G uardia n: " Our p res 
e nt e lectora l svstcm produces go\·
e rnme nts which represent o nh· a 
minorit\' of th e electora te .. . T oo 
true - a ti 1w minorit\' of ba nk ers . 
landlords a nd caritalists . 

From the sta ndpo int of the la
bour mo\·cmc·nt. there are far 
more important and menaci ng 
th reats to th e full enjoyment of 
wo rkers · dcm ocracric ri ghts . than 
th e meth od o f co unting t he \'Otes. 
What about th e T or\' n1onopol\ u f 
the press . and the mecl ia·J Who 
\ 'Otccl fo r th e owners of th e big 
capi ta list mo nopolies \\·ho finance 
th e T orics·J Th e\· \\i c ld more 
po \\·e r than a ny · de moc raticalJ\· 
e lected Labour gove rnm e nt. 

·sp,catcher· Peter Wright has 
ex posed just ho\\' little democratic 
con t ro l Labour mini sters can exert 
O\'e r the sec uritv scn·ices. And th e 
sa me appl ies to those at the head 
of the o ther a rm s of the capitalist 
state-t he po lice. ar my a nd judici 
ary. 

What Labour needs is no t elec
tora l chan ge. bu t fighting sociali'it 
polici es th at ca n inspire working 
class vo te rs. those in and o ut of 

\\·o rk. IO\\' µaid and bette r paid . 
Impl ici t in the support for PR is 

coa liti onism. o r a minorit\ Labo ur 
go\'C rnm e nt tolc ratccl by o ther pa r
tie s. Eithe r \\·ay it me ans a pa rlia 
ment a r\· agreement bC\\ eC n La
bour incl -pa nic> of capitalism. 
in c \ itabl\' o n their term>. Perhaps 
th at c:-;p la in s the enthus iasm o f 
Kellner. an arch ,1pponcnt ot 
fu rth e r national isatio n and ful l 
blooded soci a li sm. Hi s plan is "to 
e mbrace e lectoral reform and con
st ru ct a rad ica l a lli ance \\·ith the 
Libera ls ... Gu t 110 \\ \\·hen the Al
liance is in disarray. there cou ld be 
no better t im e to \\ ·i n a\\·ay th eir 
\'Oter:, in stead of c\·c n co ntempla t
ing comprom ises \\·ith their leaders 
o r propo rti ona l represe ntation. 

Unfortunatch· .Arthur Scarnill 
also suppo rts r roportional rep~e 
sc ntation. But it invoh-cs if an\·
thing erecting an extra clifficu li,· 
fo r ~Labour ~\i n ning a n o ut ri gh.t 
ma1ority. 

Armed \\·ith a real social ist pro
gramme La bour could O\T rcome 
:in the o bstacles placed in its path. 
a nd clea r th e wav fo r the exte nsion 
and protectio n of ful l de moc racy. 

Kicked 
out for 
being 
socialist 
LABOUR'S SUICIDE 
tendency has further 
pursued its witch-hunt 
this year , oblivious to the 
Party's election defeat. 

Militant supporters 
have been left almost 
alone in fighting them. 
With a few honourable 
exceptions, even the Par
ty's left have failed to 
fight the right-wing 
assault on Party mem
bers' democratic 
rights. 

Star Chamber 
46 members have now 

been expelled since 1983, six 
in the last yrar. 19 cases a re 
waiting to be heard by the 
Star C hamber of the :\'a
t ional Constitutional Com
m ittee (:\'CCJ . Another ~O 
cases which could lead to 
expulsion are now being 
pursued in different consti
tuencies. 19 Party membe rs 
have injunctions stoppi ng 
their local parties from ex
pelling them. 

The introduction of the 
:\CC at last vear 's Partv 
conference wa~ supposed t~ 
gh·e Party members a fairer 
hearing . . Wilitant warned at 
the time that it would be
come a Star C hamber , 
rubber stamping expul
sions. This has now been 
confirmed, 

T hose who ha ve a ttended 
:\CC hearings have been 
confronted by dossiers of 
malicious and fabricated 
charges. T he defendants 
have not been a llowed an 
adequate chance to chal
lenge them or cross examine 
the witnesses fo r the prose
cution. The 1'CC eYen has 
the right to decide which 
witnesses should be called 
on a defendant's behalf and 
how long they can defend 
themseh'es for, 

A number of people ha,·e 
been expelled in their ab
sence despite gh'ing legi
timate reasons for not a t
tending heari ngs, 

T he witch-hunt has taken 
on a more sinister character 
over the last year. Militant 
supporters have been bea
ten up . had photographs 
taken of them selling M ili
tant , and some have lost 
their jobs, 

In some constituencies. 
spurred on by the behav
iour of the Party leaders. 
fanatical right-wi1;gers ha ve 
tried to institute a reign of 
terror in some areas . 

It has onl v been the stern 
resistance of the most com
mitted fighters that has held 
back the spread of a much 
wider witch-hunt, accompa
nying the removal of the 
Party ' s socialist principles. 
The struggle to maintain 
Labour as a socialist party 
is also the battle to stop the 
witch -hunt and to get rid of 
the witch-hunting star 
chambers. 

By Ken Smith. 

.. 



North 
West LPYS 

Regional 
Committee 

Militant 
Supporters 
Labour needs 

a fighting, 
democratic, 

socialist 
youth 

movement 

ECCLES 
LABOUR 
PARTY 

MILITANT 
SUPPORTERS 

say keep 
Labour 

socialist We 
wi ll win ! 

Chorlton LPYS 
The youth wil l 

need a fighting 
socialist lead! 

WITHINGTON 
LPYS 

Forward to 
socialism! 

Labour councils 
must fight Tory 
cuts! Socialist 
greetings from 

Manchester 
Labour 

Women's 
Council 

Fielden Park College 
Labour Club 
Fight YTS conscription! For a · 
living grant for · all FE students! 

You can expel individuals, 
but you can't expel ideas 

BLACKBURN 
MILITANT 

SUPPORTERS 
Still fight ing for a party committed to 

socialist pol icies 

CHILE SOCIALIST 
DEFENCE 

CAMPAIGN 
Smash Pinochet ! For a socialist 
Chile and a socialist world 
Forward to workers' 
internationalism! 
For details contact : CSDC sec. I Sevastio PO 
Box 448 Emma Street, Bethnal Green, Lon
don E2 1AA 

STOKE CENTRAL 
LPYS 

Stop Thatcher! 
Youth Get Organised 
Forward to Socialism! 

COVENTRY 
YOUTH 

say bring back 
the Red Flag! 

USDAW 
London 

Metropolitan 
Branch 

sends greetings to all 
delegates 

Fight the Tories' 
immigration laws! 

Greetings to Labour Party 
conference 

SMASH ZIA 
for a socialist Pakistan 

The Struggle 
voice of socialist forces in the Pakistan 

People's Party and labour movement 
Contact: Box 46 136 Kingsland High Street 

London ES 

Southern 
African 

Labour 
Education 

Project 
sends fraternal greetings to the delegates 
and visitors at the Brit ish Labour Party 
Confe rence * Campaign to release Moses Mayekiso 
and all political detainees * Support workers' self defence in their 
struggle against vigilantes, lnkatha, and 
the State * Workers' sanctions to defeat the South 
African bosses 

West Wales 
Militant 

Supporters 
Kick out the 

Tories - not the 
socialis t s ! 

Swansea LPYS 
This fa r and no 

further! 
Fight the Tories not 

the socialists 

NATIONAL 
MINERS' 

BROAD LEn 
call on all confe

rence delegates to 
stand by socialist 
traditions of the 

movement 
Reject 'new realism ' 
Support workers in 

struggle 

No more Fraternal 
witch hunts ! greetings from 
Forward to a BRISTOL socialist 

WEST Labour 
government LPYS 

Macclesfield Defend Party 
Militant democracy 

supporters Forward to 
socialism 

25 September 1987 MILITANT 1 ~ 

East London workers 
unite against Tory cuts 
and privatisat ion 

* No cuts in jobs or 
services * No privatisation * No rate or rent 
increases to 
compensate for Tory 
cuts * For a genuine level 
of services based on 
need * Trade union and 
labour movement unity 
to beat off Tory 
attacks 

, From Militant supporters in 
Newham, Barking, llford, 
Havering, Dagenham 

Glasgow District Council 
Militant Supporters 

Defend local 
government 

Stop privatisation! 
Socialist polices now! 

WITHINGTON 
Militant 

Supporters 
Revolutio nary 

greeti ngs from 
Mancheste r 

Bromsgrove 
Militant 

Supporters 
Defend Bill Murray 
Defend socialism 1 

Garst on 
CLP 

Militant 
supporters 

Defend jobs 
and 

services! 
Support the 

47! 

Militant Supporters 
in SE Coventry 
Labour Party 

send fraternal greetings for 
socialist policies mass cam

paigning and a fighting 
leadership! 

Glasgow 
Shettleston 

CLP Militant 
supporters 

From the 
struggles of the 

past we will 
bui ld the future! 

Socialist 
polices NOW! 

Southampton II 

Militant 
Supporters 

call for a 
socialist 

Labour Party 
Hands off 
the LPYS 
Hands off 

democracy! 
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Australian Labor government 

ersto 
the millionaires 
IT IS ironic that, precisely as 
the most glaring evidence 
emerges of the bankruptcy 
of private ownership (see 
Miners strike against jobs 
butchery), Bob Hawke and 
Minister Bob Hawke and 
Labor's right-wing leaders 
are pressing for a round of 
Thatcherite privatisation. 

By Laurence Coates 

The call to sell off Telecom, 
Australian Airlines and Qantas 
was first raised by the busi
ness journal, Financial Review. 
within days of Hawke's re
election. But this surrender to 
big business pressure has 
sparked the fiercest row inside 
the Labor Party and the unions 
seen in five years of Labor 
government. 

Every state Labor Party has 
unanimously rejected the pro
posals. Even supporters of the 
Prime Minister's own mis
named 'Labor Unity' faction 
have lined up in opposition. 

The trade union federation 
ACTU has for t he first time 
declared outright opposition 
to Hawke at its Annual Confe
rence. 

Unfortunately, despite this 
mood among the rank and file, 
leading left-wingers have not 
been prepared to mount a se
rious campaign of opposition. 
ti on. 

Their 'strategy' has been to 
entrust the anti-privatisation 
campaign to the right-wing 
ACTU leaders, supporting their 
efforts to 'lobby' Hawke rather 
than to mobilise the 

T 
HE MONTH after 

Thatcher's victory in 
Britain , Labor won its th ird 

successive election m 
Australia. 

By Tony Cross 

The Australian Labor Party 
prided itscff o n its slick campaign . 
Party leader, Bob Hawke. 
avoided what he called 
" irresponsible promises" . 

The British Labour right-wing 
may try to glea n some comfort 
from the Australian result. But 
the record of the Australian 
leade rship in o ffice tells a 
differen t story. 

Capitalists throughout the 
world comment with glee on the 
Labor government's readin ess to 
kow-tow to big business. 
Especially Pri me Min ister Hawke 
and Treasurer (the equival ent of 
Britain ·s Chance llo r of the 
Exchequer) Paul Keating have 
won thei~ applause. 

Journalist John Pilger recently 
revealed how Hawke started 
building close personal links with 
top bosses when he was supposed 
to be representing workers at the 
head of the Australian TUC. 
Hawke brags about his wealthy 
" mates"'. British workers would 
be shocked to learn who they 
are. 

Most noto rious is none other 
th.an Rupert Murdoch. 
Murdoch 's Australian papers had 
campaigned against the earlier 
Labor government of Gough 
Whitlam , which was toppled in 
1975 in a constituti onal coup by 
the Governo r General, the 

members. 
The flaws in this position are 

already emerging. ACTU 
leader Simon Crean (himself 
now a director of Qantas) is 
beginning to backtrack. They 
now accept the need to "at
tract private capital into the 
public sector", and support a 
"minority shareholding" for 
private speculators. 

This somersault, just weeks 
after the ACTU conference 
decision, will provoke enor
mous anger in the unions and 
the party. 

Young Labor's New South 
Wales conference last month 
unanimously resolved to or
ganise a meeting open to all 
party members to protest 
against the Hawke proposals. 

. The YL leadership subse
quently refused to act on this 
resolution. But already sec
tions of youth are taking their 
own initiatives to implement 
the resolution, and showing 
how the rank and file can be 
mobilised to stop the right 
wing. 

Former Labor Prime Minister 
Gough Whitlam. 

Q ueen·s representative in Austra
lia . Shortly afte rwards . Ha\Yke 
had a secret meetin g with Mur
doch and laid the basis for their 
fu ture collaboration. 

British printers sacked by 
Murdoch would be furthe.r 
outraged to hear of another of 
Hawke's associates: Sir Pe te r 
Abeles , owner of TNT, the 
transport firm that carried scab 
newspapers through their 
picket-lines every night, a nd 
helped to defeat the unions at 
Wapping. 

Other dubious friends of 
Hawke are broadcasting tycoon 
Kerry Packer, a nd the man who 
bought his television network , 
Alan Bond. Bond recently 
bought up most of Australia ·s 
gold-mines. 

Pilger reports that even Packer 
was embarrassed that Hawke was 
"so damned deferential in public" 
at_ a recent 'Businessman of the 
Year' beano . 

One of the reasons Hawke 

'Let's stick together' was Labor's election slogan. Hawke has stuck close 
to millionaires like Rupert Murdoch. 

MOST WORRYING of all the 
revelations about Hawke are 
the contents of a leaked CIA 
document. 

It says that Hawke was in
volved in the constitutional 
coup against Whitlam 's Labor 
government. He had "consi
derable influence over the 
timing of Whitlam's dis
missal", says the document. 

While categorising Whitlam 
as a "security ri sk" to the in
terests of imperialism, the 
CIA regarded Hawke as "the 
best qualified figure" for 
Labor leader. 

Straight after the dismissal 
Hawke was the main agent 
in q ue lling t he eruption of 
spontaneous protest strikes. 
As TUC leader, he called 
upon workers to 'cool it' and 
return to work. 

cultivates these grasping 
money-maniacs is that they 
dominate the Australian media. 

Murdoch controls 60 per cent 
of Australia 's newspaper 
circulation. A Media Bill passed 
last May allowed a simi lar mono
pol isation to take pl ace in com
me rci al TY . 

The Murdoch/Packe r media 
reciprocated by backing Hawke 
in the last election . Indeed most 
big capitalists backed the return 
of a Labor government at this 
stage. 

Hawke's re-election was mainly 
because of the loya lty of the 
working class and their fear of the 
savage attacks promised by the 
opposition Liberals. Despite this , 
some Labor voters abstained in 

The Whitlam government's 
dismissal was a warning to 
the labour movem ent in Bri
tain as well as in Australia. It 
showed that the monarchy is 
not a neutral force above 
politics, but is prepared to 
use its power to dism iss 
democratically elected govern
ments in the interests of big 
business. It also appears that 
the notorious CIA had inside 
kn owl edge of the plots 
against Whitlam . 

The Australian labour 
movement would be well
advised to have an inquiry 
into the allegations that its 
present leader was involved. 
The findings of such an in
quiry would be important for 
th e British labour movement, 
too. 

protest a t the government 's 
right-wing policies in areas where 
they were confident Labor would 
win or where it stood no 
chance. 

Big business , however, wanted 
Labor re-elected at this stage 
because Hawke 's government has 
cut back living standards in a way 
that would have been impossible 
for a governm ent to which 
workers fe lt no loyalty. 

As one grovelling Labor 
mm1ster told the bosses: 
" remember while the accord was 
delivering low wages , Thatcherite 
confrontationism in the UK was 
failing to achieve its main aim of 
lower real wages , despite 
unemployment rates in excess of 
12 per cent. " 

Miners 
strike to 
stop job 
butchery 

BOB HA WKE'S supposedly bliss
ful 'accord' with Australia's trade 
unions was shaken earlier this 
month by a week-long miners ' 
strike. Thirty thousand coal mi
ners walked out to mark the 
beginning of a campaign of indus
trial action to prevent a 
Macgregor-style butchering of the 
industry. 

Faced with falling prices, Aus
tralia's private coal bosses want a 
ten per cent cut in costs and 3,000 
job losses. Night'shifts and public 
holiday working, stamped out 
more than 50 years ago, are now 
back on the agenda. 

Nearly two million metric ton
nes of production were lost during 
the action in this busiest month for 
exports. 

Unfortunately, the leadership of 
the wider trade union movement 
have offered no support to the 
miners' struggle. The most that 
Labor Prime Minister Hawke was 
prepared to do is negotiate a 
one-month 'truce' between the 
workforce and employers, which 
the bosses soon broke by laying off 
men. 

Miners' leaders are demanding 
a 'National Coal Authority' to fix 
coal prices- in effect, a bosses' 
cartel. But only nationalisation 
under workers' management 
could really ensure the industry's 
future. 

Meanwhile the bosses have 
been pampered. Like Thatcher , 
Hawke has encouraged 
'e ntrepreneurs ' to squander the 
long-term interests of the 
capitalist economy fo r the sake of 
their personal short-term gain . 

Australia now has the third 
highest foreign debt in the world. 
Seven ty per cent of this is owed 
by A ustrali a n capi ta lists who 
have borrowed abroad to fin ance 
take-overs. The Hawke 
gove rnment has encouraged this 
dangerous process by al lowing tax 
ded uctions on the inte rest they 
have to pay . 

The bosses are happy to let 
Labor take the odium that goes 
with anti-working class policies 
a nd its attempts to deal with an 
increasingly unhealth y 
economy. 

But workers ' patience wi ll not 
last indefinitely . The miners are 
on the brink of a national strike. 
Other workers are likely to move 
into action as happened in Britain 
towards the end of the Callaghan 
Labour government. Then the 
British bosses turned to 
Thatcherism to tackle the 
workers head on . 

Whe n Hawke's govern ment 
can no longer restrain workers' 
demands , the capitalists wil l turn 
agai nst it. Despite Hawke's 
disgusti ng servility, they will 
rej ect Labor and form an openly 
pro-big business government . 

These expe riences will be the 
hard school in which the 
Austra li an workers wi:i learn the 
need for a clear socialist 
programme and a leadership 
committed to it. 
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The Sarmcol workers' group will be performing at Labour Party conference on 
27 September. 

Labour must 
act to free 
M yekiso 
TRADE UNIONISTS in 
Britain are mounting a major 
campaign to free Moses 
Mayekiso, General Secretary 
of the National Union of Metal 
Workers of South Africa, 
(NUMSA, formerly MA WU) 
who is on trial in South Africa 
for high treason-a hanging 
offence. 

By April Ashley 

This is a deliberate attempt by 
the state to halt his political 
influence in his home town of 
Alexandra, and more 
significantly, in the trade unions 
as a member of the Central 
Executive Committee of 
COSATU. 

Moses has a long record of 
fighting for his union members. 
He has been involved in MA WU 
since 1976. In 1983 he became 
MA WU's Transvaal secretary and 
played an important role in the 
unity talks that led to the 
formation of COSATU. He was 
one of the organisers of the 
magnificent Transvaal two-day 
general strike in November 1984, 
and was detained and charged 
with 'economic sabotage'. The 
charges were eventually 
dropped. 

Class fighter 
His work in the stayaway led 

him to join in community 
organisations in Alexandra, 
linking the workers and the local 
t:ommunity. 

When he was arrested and 
detained in '.\·larch 1986, workers 
and yuuth demanded his release. 
ln the· Transrnai many thousands 
of MA Wll members downed tools 
in protest. Soon after his release 
Moses, a strong advocate of direct 
links between workers 
internationally, came to Britain to 

_lJ 
Moses Mayekiso speaking at 
LPYS conference, Easter 1986. 

build support for the BTR 
strike. 

"When I first joined the 
union," says Moses, "I thought 
the struggle was against whites. 
But I was wrong. Now I think the 
workers must struggle against 
their bosses and the government. 
People must come together in 
organisations. But the leaders 
must do what their members 
say." 

By making an example of Moses 
Mayekiso, the regime hope to 
intimidate others from following 
down this road. They will fail. 

MA WU's programme calls for 
the 'building of socialism under 
the leadership of the working 
class' . Its fighting approach has 
r esulted in an explosion of growth. 
Following the merger with other 
metal workers' unions, NUMSA 
now has a membership of 
125,000. 

The labour movement must 
demand the release of Moses 
Mayekiso and all other political 
prisoners in South Africa , and 
prepare to back this demand with 
action. 

M essages of support to 
NUMSA, PO Box 9451, 
Johannesburg 2000, South Africa. 
Protests to: SA Embassy, South 
Africa House, Trafalgar Square, 
London WC2. 
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Review of the play 

THE STRIKE at BTR Sarmcol 
in South Africa is one of the 
great strikes of the decade 
in terms of sheer tenacity 
and courage. 

By George Collins 

A thousand bl ack w orkers 
came out (legal ly) in May 1985 
to enforce recognition of their 
union, MAWU-now amalga
mated into the National Union 
of Meta lworke rs of SA (NUM
SA). The company, owned by 
the British multinational BTR, 
responded by sacking the en
tire workfo rce. 

Since that time the wo rkers 
have campaigned for reinstate
ment and union recognition. 
They have taken t he st ru ggle to 
the loca l community, to the 
wider labour movement-with 
a brill iantly successful one-day 
general stoppage in Pieterma
ritzburg in July 1985-and to 
the labour movement interna
tionally. 

They have also taken their 
case to the regime's Industrial 
Court, wh ich upheld the bos
ses' ruthless action. 

Month after m onth th ey have 
stru gg led, litera lly, for survival , 
forming cooperatives to or
ganise food supplies, produc
ing T-shirts and other articles 
for sale. 

Through all this they have 
faced v icious attacks by the 
apartheid regime and its auxi
liaries, the reactionary lnkatha 
vigilantes led by Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi . 

Hundreds have been ar
rested . On 5 December 1986, 
la rge gangs of vigilantes in
vaded Mpophomeni township 
where the Sarmcol workers 
live, shouting " Down w ith the 
strike!" Twenty people were 
wounded on the streets. Three 
shop stewa rds, as well as a 
worker's daughter, were ab
ducted , tortured and killed. 

One of th e murdered 
workers was Simon Nguban e, 
author of The Long March. 

The enormous, pent-up ener
gy, the down-to-earth reali sm, 
the humour and the towering 
determination of the South 
African working class, which 
have sustai ned the Sarmcol 
workers through two gruelling 
years, shine throu gh this 
play-an en actment by a group 
of Sarmcol strikers of scenes 
from the ir strugg le. 

In a series of sketches, with 
dancing and songs from the 
working-class townships, the 
workers give us glimpses of 
the unfolding South African 
revolution, more vivid than 
pages of prose. 

In one scene, for example, 
they are leafleting for their day 
of action. The responses they 
get reflect every layer of con
sciousness within the black 
population- from the market 
woman ("I support you very 

The Long March 
Forthcoming 
performances 

September: 29 - Brighton, Co
op Hall. 30-Wales. 
October: 1- Wales. 
2,3-Bristo l. 5-Leeds, Trades 
Club. 6-Sheffield, Memorial 
Hall. 7-Huddersfield. 8-Hull, 
Trade Union Centre. 9-York. 
10-Barnsley. 12-Glasgow , 
Jordan Hill College. 13, 14, 
15-Edinburgh, Traverse Thea
tre. 16 (pm)-Sti rling, Trade 
Union Hall. (late pm)- Glas
gow, Tran Theatre. 
17- Glasgow, Maryhill Com
munity Central Halls. 
19, 20-Tyneside. 22, 23- Lan
cashire. 26-31-East Ang lia, 

much because I'm black") and 
the students ("One day!! No, 
man, make it at least two 
weeks !" ) to the middle-class 
types who don't want to 
know. 

And the revolutionary mood 
awakened by the struggle is 
shown by a woman 's response 
to the men who come to repos
sess the strikers' furniture : 
"That has stopped a long time 
ago. No more accounts, no 
more rents. " 

Continued financial and ma
terial support is essential to 
sustain the workers. 

BTR chief 'Sir Owen Green' tells 
'Thatcher' : "Politics and econo
mics are the same Maggie ! You ' re 
getting too soft, Maggie !" 

But determined solidarity ac
tion is needed to smash BTR's 
stubborn and reactionary 
refusal to meet the workers' 
demands-by COSATU, the 
trade union federat ion uniting 
750,000 South African workers, 
and al so by the t rade union 
leadership in Britain and other 
count ries where BTR 
operates. 

Arm ed defence organisation 
is essential to make Mpopho
meni a no-go area for the 
armed, police-backed vigi
lantes, and safeguard the stri
kers' homes from murderous 
attacks. This danger faces 
workers in many parts of the 
country. 

The youth have shown their 

TUC conference votes 
direct links 
AT THE TUC conference in 
Blackpool delegates voted 
overwhelmingly in favour of a 
resolution by the print union 
SOGAT calli ng for direct links 
wi th sister unions in South Afri
ca . 

In the past. the right wing of 
the movement along with the 
Communist Party have consi 
stently argued against direct 
links. The adoption of thi s resolu
ti on therefore can be seen as an 
historic victory . It is also a com
plete vindication of the British 
marxists ' call for direct links with 
South African workers. As one 
delegate pointed out the fight 
against apartheid is inseparable 

from the fight against capital
i ~ m. Now the resolu tion has been 
passed it is important that it be 
implemented. With Britain the 
biggest single investor in South 
Africa, direct links are a concrete 
example of assisting workers the
re. A blow against apartheid is a 
victory for British workers too. 

including Cambridge, Norwich, 
Colchester. 
November: 1-London, Brix
ton . 
LABOUR MOVEMENT activists 
should make every effort to 
see this play and meet the 
players to discuss support. La
bour parties, LPYS branches 
and shop steward committees 
should make block bookings 
and discuss plans of action to 
swing the weight of the British 
labour movement behind the 
strike and break BTR's opposi
tion to trade union rights. 

For more information about 
performances in your area, 
please phone 0533 - 712041 . 

Material on the struggle can 
be ordered from : SALEP, PO 
Box 77, London E8 4TB. 

willingness to strugg le 
shoulder-to-shoulder with the 
workers, and take the offensive 
against Buthelezi's gangsters; 
but a lead by COSATU and the 
Africa n National Congress is 
essential. 

Clearly, t his struggle cannot 
be separated from the wider 
struggle of the bl ack people of 
South Africa-overwhelmingly 
a working-class popu la
tion-for an end to apartheid 
and capitalism . 

The players, in their slogans, 
sum up the aspirations of mil 
lions of black workers and 
youth : 

"Long live NUMSA! Long 
live COSATU! Long live social
ism!" 

The title of the play itself 
re fe rs to the struggle for a 
socialist republic of South Afri
ca, under the democratic rule 
of the mass of working 
people. 

It is still not too late for the 
TUC and unions organising 
BTR pl ants in Britain to make a 
serious effort to put the screws 
on BTR management to with
draw their support from the 
South African m anagers and 
order a climbdown. Campaign
ing by the Southern African 
Labou r Education Project 
(SALEP) since 1985 in a series 
of BTR plants has shown the 
potential for action. 

The TUC should encourage 
maximum attendance by 
workers at this outstandi ng 
play, orga nise block bookings 
from BTR plants and t he hold
ing of w orkplace meetings, in 
laying the basis fo r a real cam
paign . 

The conviction and confi
dence of the thousand Sarmcol 
strikers and their families , who 
have defied the apartheid re
gime for over two years, who 
have sent their emissaries half
way round the world to build 
support for their struggle, 
should remind the British la
bour leaders of their duty. 

Strike in 
Alberta 

A STRIKE has broken out 
amongst building labourers 
and carpenters in Edmonton 
and Southern Alberta, Canada. 
This is an industry where 
unions were smashed a couple 
of years ago through vicious 
anti-union laws. The unorga
nised workers walked off the 
job on 20 August demanding 
wage increases and union rec
ognition. A more detailed ar
ticle w ill follow. 
Please send messages of sup
port to: Calgary Dist. Council 
of Carpenters, 301 10th St., 
North West Calgary, Alberta. 
T2N 1V5 Canada 



Shooting to kill No good just asking 
Dear Comrades, 

A recent article in Mili
tant Irish Monthly "RUC 
shoot to kill joyriders" once 
again highlights the Rambo
style policing presently ope
rated by sections of the 
security forces in Northern 
Ireland. 

Not only were two teen
age lads lucky to escape 
with their lives when the 
stolen car they were in was 
riddled with automatic fire 
from an RUC patrol in an 
unmarked car, but it seems 
half the population of Ha
mill Street were also for
tunate not to be killed as 
round after round rattled in 
all directions. 

The RUC statement justi
fying their 'Bonnie and Cly
de' actions claiming the car 
'may have been used by the 
occupants for a bomb at
tack in the city centre' is a 
pathetic cover-up for the 
'shoot to kill ' policy. 

Even if it were true then 

Ken for 
• 

yuppies 
Dear Comrades, 

Ken Livingstone recently 
stated that in order to win 
an election the Labour Par
ty must attract the Yuppie 
vote as the G LC had 

Classified 

~ 
20p per word, minimum 10 
words. Semi-display £3 per 
column centimetre . Three 
weeks for the price of two. 
Militant meeting ads free . 
All advertisement copy 
should reach this office by 
first post on Friday, the 
week before publication. 

O"Militant for Labour and 
Youth" enamel stud badges 
now avai lable £1 each. Red 
plastic fighting fund collect
ing tins £1 each . A3 size 
posters of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin , Trotsky and Luxem
burg, 50p each. Stickers 
available in rolls of 250; 'Kick 
out the Tories', 'No slave 
labour on YTS', £2.50 per 
roll. All available from fight
ing fund dept, 3/13 Hepscott 
Rd, London E9 5HB . For all 
orders add 25% p&p. 

SALEP publications 

to deliberately open fire on 
a car believed to be packed 
with explosives in a street 
full of men, women and 
children shows yet again a 
total disregard for people's 
safety. 

There was nothing stopp
ing the RUC and their mo
bile back-ups from follow
ing this supposed 'car 
bomb' to its destination and 
arresting the occupants as 
they withdrew on foot. To 
my knowledge no paramilit
ary organisation in Nor
thern Ireland has yet res
orted to suicide bomb-
ings. 

The Labour and Trade 
Union Group in Northern 
Ireland must be supported 
by the entire Labour move
ment in their call for an end 
to all repression as well as 
sectarianism. 

Yours fraternally 
Bob Harker 
Gateshead East Labour 
Party 

done. 
Perhaps Ken 's desire to 

get closer to the Yuppies is 
the reason why he takes the 
full £22,000 or more , plus 
perks, and refuses, point 
blank, to take a wage res
embling anythi ng like that 
of the workers he is sup
posed to represent. 

Yours fraternally 
Jon Driscoll 
Middlesbrough 

Militant meetings 
OMilitant readers meeting 

1 in Chester, Wednesday 30 
September, 7.30pm . Bishop 
Lloyds Pal ace, Watergate St. 
"What next for Labour?". 

0 Southampton Marxist dis
cussion gro up. Wednesdays 
12.30pm. 7 Goodwin Close, 
Millbrook, Southampton. 
Creche provided. Thursdays 
7.30pm. Tel 786879 for de
tails. 

0 Wanted co-op and green 
shield stamps. Loose, part or 
full books. All proceeds to 
the fighting fund. Send c/o 1 

Militant circulation, 3/13 
Hepscott Rd, London E9 
5HB. 

GFighting privatisation one 
day conference. Organised 
by Hull city council joint 
shop stewards comm ittee. 
Saturday 10 October 10am-
5pm at YPI, George Street, 
Hull. Speakers include Dave 
Nellist and John Prescott 
MPs . For details contact 
Conference Organiser Alan 
Shadforth , 1 LB Avenue, Cly
de Street , Hull. Tel 897304. 

Sifuna Konke Marxist study guide (3 sections) . .. . ............... .... .. .. .. ...... £1 + p&p 
Isolate the South African Bosses SALEP broadsheet ..... .. .. ... ........... ... ...... .. 20p + p&p 
SALEP's socialist education work-why does the Labour Party NEC want to ban 
it? ..... .. .................. ..... .... ....... ..................................... ... ..... ........ .. .............. ........ 40p + p&p 
ASINAMALI pamphlet exposing the bosses' arguments for paying poverty 
wages. ..... ......... .. ........ ....... ..... .......... ....... . ...... .... .. .. .. 30p + p&p 

Videos 
All videos for hire £10 LPYS and Women's sections. £20 LP's and trade unions. 
The launch of COSATU! 1985 launch of the Congress Of South African Trade 
Unions 
South African Workers Struggle! Film of chemical workers ' strugg le ag ainst the 
relocation of their factory to a cheap labou r bantustan by a maj_or m ultinat ional ; 
NUM education caucus and the 1987 NUM Congress. 
Women fight apartheid and capitalism! Footage of women in struggle in the 1950's 
and of strike action in 1986. 
Mayfair Working class whites in a suburb of Johannesburg strugg le aga in st 
government plans to relocate them under the Group Areas Act. 
Goldfields Super·exploitation of SA mineworkers by a major British multinational. 
We live Like Dogs The life and conditions of a black South African mineworker. 
Please return videos immediately after use. 
Pbst and Packing rates: SOp and under ................................... ..... ........... .... ....... ..... 20p 
£1 .. ....................... ... .. ... ... ... ....................... ............. .... .. ..... ..... .. ... . ..... .......... . 40p 
Each subsequent £1 ........... .......................... ...... ............ .... ........ .. ... ...... . .. ..... 20p 
Over £10 ........ ........... .......... ... ... .... ......................... ....... ................... .... ... ..... ..... .. .. Free. 
All cheques payable to SALEP, PO Box 77, London EB 4TB. Tel 01 241 0434. 

September edition of 

Militant Irish Monthly 
out now. 

Artic les on Socialist candidates standing in Belfast city 
council by-elections. A preview of this month's Sou
thern Irish Labour Party Conference. The latest situa
tion in the Nort h and South and lots more. 

Cost 25p or £1 solidarity price. Get your copy from your 
local Militant seller or from Militant, 3/13 Hepscott Rd, 
London E9 SHB. 

Dear Comrades, 
Stoke-on-Trent Labour 

city council have published 
a document which they will 
be presenting to the 
Department of Environ
ment. 

It reveals that 12,000 
homes in the city are unfit 
to live in or lack at least one 
basic amenity and the coun
cil is unable to keep up with 
housing renovations. 

28,000 council homes 
need urgent repair , the 
council can only carry out 
100 repairs a year and it will 

be the year 2000 before 
they would all be com
pleted. 

Even with the sale of 
council houses which has 
brought in £30 million , the 
council had to give out £17 
million for mortgages . 

The private sector will 
not co-operate with the 
council over the building of 
new homes due to low 
house prices in Stoke-on
Trent. 

This year the council 
asked the government for 
£22 .5 million and only got 

£6.6 million. Next year they 
will be asking for £27. 6 
million. Our council has 
not yet learnt that you will 
never get anywhere by 
merely asking a Tory gov
ernment for money, you 
need to mobilise the La
bour and trade union 
movement and fight for 
what is ours. 

Yours fraternally 
Ms M Al-Baldawi 
Secretary Stoke central 

Women's section (personal 
capacity) 

Unemployed youth from Liverpool gets temporary job in London. 

On Maggie's farm 
Dear Comrades, 

The chance to accumulate 
a few possesions is not easy. 
My friend and I had 
managed to get a few things 
together - only to be 
burgled. 

I spent an afternoon at 
the social claiming a special 
needs payment for the £40 
dole that was stolen from 
our home together with a 
colour television and 400 7" 
singles that had taken years 
to collect. 

What's most galling is 
that the youths who stole 
from us are probably in the 
same boat as ourselves, 
unemployed or low paid. 

The social was the same 
as always - murder. Aggra-

vated school leavers were 
running all over town from 
DHSS to D of E offices, 
discovering that unemploy
ment benefit is not handed 
out as easily as the papers 
tell them. 

The two young civil ser
vants had patiently been 
dealing with my claim, 
along with dozens of others 
when a tramp tried to claim 
his second giro of the 
day. 

The young woman behind 
the counter tried to explain 
that he would receive £5 still 
due to him at his hostel next 
day. 

He wanted the fiver there 
and then. He made his point 
clear by calmly drawing a 

fish filletting knife from his 
coat pocket and cutting his 
throat. 

Amazingly the staff came 
from behind the counter, 
risking their lives, to offer 
First Aid. An ambulance 
was called and he was taken 
away. (Without Giro). 

If he was stupid enough 
to attempt to kill himself for 
£5 fair enough (he was cer
tainly drunk enough). But 
why should a 20 year old 
woman have to come to 
work and deal with situa
tions like that for £75 a 
week? 

Yours fraternally 
Nick Walker and John 
Rathbone 
Grimsby 

Golding feels pressure 
D ear Comrades , 

What is the present posi
tion of John Golding ex 
witch-hunting Labour MP 
and now leader of the Na
tional Communications 
Union? 

In the past this arch 
right-winger could hardly 
be destinguished from the 
Tories he supposedly op
posed. However. at the 
TUC confe rence in Black
pool , it would appear that 
Mr Golding had moved 
slight ly leftwards! 

On the debate over share 
ownership with particular 
reference to his own indus
try , British Telecom , he 
was vociferous in his call to 

congress to "seek an end to 
privatisation and press for 
British Te lecom to be rena
tionalised to ensure a 
centrally-planned commu
nications strategy for Bri
tain". 

He went on to argue that 
individual share ownership 
inside BT did not give 
workers effective control of 
the company as had been 
claimed m some 
quarters. 

ft left me wondering 
whether John Golding had 
really had a change of 
heart, or whether under 
pressure from an increas
ingly left-dominated NCU 
executive and growing 

- John Golding. 
Broad Left grouping he had 
opportunistically decided 
to say the things he thought 
hi s left-moving members 
would want to hear. 

Yours fraternally 
Dave Pollock 
Scarborough 

Throwing it 
away 
Dear Comrades, 

The leader of the Labour 
council in Birmingham rec
ently sent a letter to the 
NALGO Executive meeting 
in which he explained that 
as far as privatisation was 
concerned, this Labour 
council would "not break 
the law of the land". 

Following this a job ad
vert appeared on a circular 
for the post of Principal 
Accountant (£15,567-
£16,773) where we find 
amongst the duties of the 
post "you will also be in
volved in the implementa
tion of the proposed compe
titive tendering legislation 
for Refuse Collection, 
Streat Cleansing and Re
pair and Maintenance of 
vehicles". 

Not only will they refuse 
to break the law to defend 
jobs, they will help the legis
lation through. 

Yours fraternally 
Ian Leech 
NALGO shop steward 

Cost of 
right's 
attacks 
Dear Comrades , 

I was appalled to hear 
that the Labour Party lea
dership h a~ decided th at it 
ca nnot affo rd to rera in a ll 
th e sta ff at Wa l\\'orth Rd 
a11 J th at forty must go. 

But wh a t rea ll y make ' 
me see th e is the wa \ th e 
leadership ~q u a nde rs th e 
mo nev it has . 

On-the wee kend of 12/13 
September a hea ring was 
he ld in Ca rdiff to fi nalise 
the expulsion of two social
i ~ts. By 111 \ · ca lcu lat ion it 
cost about £6!JO . 

So did th e right win g get 
the result it wanted? No. 
not yet. T hey spen t £600 
deciding to adjourn the 
case until 10/ 11 October. 

I'm sure a clerical worke r 
at Walworth Rd would 
have been grateful for 
another month 's salary in
stead of it being put into 
the coffers of the hotels in 
Cardiff and British Rail. 

Yours fraternally 
Member of Bridgend 
Labour Partv 

Party joke 
Dear Comrades, 

I work at Alvis Ltd in 
Coventry and am senior 
steward for APEX. 
Recently I was called to a 
meeting by the personnel 
manager , Frank Devine, 
who was the SDP candidate 
against Dave Nellis! in the 
general election. 

When I got to the meeting 
some of the reps were 
already there. Frank 
Devine was telling them 
about the SDP split. He said 
that he was following David 
Owen and joked that the 
new party would call itself 
the Bolshevik Party because 
it was the minority. 

One of the stewards 
present quietly asked if a 
more appropriate name 
might be the Blue Party 
because there ' s no 
recognisable difference 
between them and the 
Tories. Could Militant 
come up with something 
better for the new party'! 

Yours fraternally 
Steve Gee 
Nuneaton 



FOR MANY, the image of a student is a 
scarf-wearing, duffel-coated snob with a Bride
shead Revisited accent, or else the pot-bellied 
beer-monster who spends his time drunk and 
singing rugby songs. When I arrived at university 
last year these illusions were soon shattered. 

The first glimpse I had of 
the cri,is in ed ucation wa~ 
when l received mv sixth o r 
seven th rL' jection t'rom uni
, ·er,ity. The frustration of 
the admis-;ions tlltor was 
plain in his lette r: ··1 am 
-..orr) to disappoint you. but 
I cannot conjure university 
place' from the uncaring 
hea rt of an anti-academic 
l!O\'Crnlllent. 
~ Last September I arriYed 
at Salford Uni\'Crsitv. Most 
stude nt~ here arc hartling 
against financial con~~ 
traints , with their families 
finding it more and more 
difficult to pay the parental 
contribution which has 
risen by 207 per cent since 
the Tories came to 
power. 

"Since 1979 
the grant has 
fallen in value 
by 
21 

a massive 
per cent." 

The grant soon uisap
pear!>. and when it uoes the 
banb an: n.:auv to ensnare 
'tudenh in he~t\' \' dcbh. 

Since 1979 the ·grant has 
fa ll e n in value by a massive 
21 per cent but that figure 
does not take into account 
the huge increase in accom
modation charges or the 
cost of books. 

A majo r expe nse 1s 
accommodation . For over 
£ !000 a year from a grant of 
.£ 1900 (provided that pa
rents pay the ir full contri
bution) Salford stude nts 
arc a llocated tinv rooms. 
The best room~ have access 
to a bathroom and kitchen 
shared between I I or 12 
others. The worst arc in 
dismal tower blocks. In the 
second year the university 
provides no housing and 
students arc pushed into 
the clutches of unscrupu
lous landlords or forced to 
live miles awav. 

As my course progressed 
we were inundated with 
book li sh. We arc expected 
to fork our hundreds and 
hundred' of pounds on 
huoks each year. 

While the rest of us are 
being held back by lack of 
books those students being 
sponsored by big business 
arc allocated thousands of 
pounds' worth of equip
ment each. 

If rn a nv <.,tuLknl' can·t 
afford bu.ub. e\·e n morl' 
can·1 allord •1 ckccnt die!. 

By Paul Richards 
University of Salford 

Labour Club 

l'vlcat becomes a luxurv. 
The meals prcwided in the 
1 lalls of Rc~idencc arc o f 
poor quality. unh ealthy and 
unimaginati,·e . 

The Tories' so lution to 
the fin a ncial problems of 
students is to replace grants 
with so-called ' top-up · 
loans. This will force many 
students o ut of education 
and tie education even 
more closely to big busi-
ness. 

The myth that students 
spend most of their time at 
parties was a lso soo n dis
pelled. Not many stude nts 
can afford to go out to the 
pub regularly and even if 
they had the mo ney they 
couldn't spare the time. 

Another major ex pense 
is travel. For those who 
come from far afie ld the 
basic six journeys a year to 
and from Salford are cripp
ling. (This used to be paid 
by the government but the 
Tories abolished that in 
1984). Any further travel 
becomes impossible and for 
many the campus becomes 
a prison. 

As the econom ic crisis 
deepens , the living stan
dards of students will fall 
even further. Salford has 
already suffered a 44 per 
cent cut in funding. The 
National Un ion of Students 
(NUS) must defeat the 
To ries· attempts to 111-

troduce student loans and 
demand a living grant for 
all students. This must be 
linked to the struggle to 
encl low pay. A real living 
grant would open up educa
tion to all workers. 

As the Tories snatch 
back the post-war conces
sions so more and more 
working class youth will be 
denied the chance of 
Higher Education . It is the 
dut~ ' of student~ all over the 
co untry to fil!ht these at 
t;1cks Li n educ;1t iun anu str
i\ e for a Labour go\'ern
ment to earn· our socialist 
educa rion pcilic ics. 
A living grant not loans. * 
For the full NUS grant 
claim-£400 increase now 
and £35 a week minimum 
grant for all FE students. * 
A living grant equal to 2/3 
average earnings 52 weeks 
a year. * End low pay. A 
living wage for all workers. 

S African meeting ban 
LABOUR STUDENTS in 
the West of Scotland 
were shocked last week 
when Charles Gray, 
leader of Strathclyde 
region's Labour council 
used provisions in the 
Tory anti-student union 
'code of conduct' to ban 
a series of Labour Club 
meetings on South Afri
ca. 

The ban, stopping the 
use of college halls and 
lecture theatres, was im
posed because the 
speaker was a supporter 
of SALEP and could in his 
eyes be controversial. 

The ban was too late to 
stop a meeting at the 
College of Commerce 
where 85 attended. At 
Langside and Cardonald 
colleges petitions were 
immediately organised 
and a campaign launched 
to contact the press and 
prominent figures in the 
labour movement. 

Cardonald students 
defied the ban on Thurs
day when 120 came to 
hear about the Campaign 
for a Socialist .South Afri
ca. More details next 
week. 
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Students demonstrate in London for living grant. 

Student union 
officers under 

THREE DEMOCRA
TICALLY elected stu
dent union officers in 
Liverpool have had their 
wages withheld by the 
new Labour Council 
since 1 August. 

By a Militant reporter 

Despite opposition from 
the left in the Labour 
group . the ruling right wing 
majority with the support 
of the L iberals, forced 
through a decision to with
hold the wages in the July 
council meeting . 

Thi s unwarranted inter
ference in the democratic 
procedures of the student 
union has national implica
tions. R ecognising this and 
under pressure from their 
members NUS leaders have 
threatened legal action 
against the council. 

Ominous 
An ever increasing 

number or Labour Part\ 
wards a nd constituencie~
and trade uni o ns in Mer
seyside have condemned 
the counc il a nd demanded 
the immediate restoration 
of the sabbaticals· wages. 
This dispute opens up m~o re 
om inous 4uestions about 
whether Labour leaders 
with a £40 million shortfa ll 
10 make up. arc con
templating cuts in cd uca-
1ion. 

However , under growing 
pressure, the right wi ng lea
dership have indicated that 
they are prepared to sett le . 

attack 
I I -~,. ~'*••~ ... ·· ... .. ~\··;~ 

Collette Williams, one of the three SU officers to have wages 
withheld . 

U nfortunatelv the emer
gency Educ~tion Chair's 
meeting which was to agree 
to restore the wages has 
now been postponed 
twice. 

NUS must now use to full 
advantage their strong legal 
position. Already queues of 
studen ts with grant , hous
ing a nd welfare problems 
are inundating student 
union officials . It is intoler
able fo r this situation to 
continue . Within a short 

space of time the labour 
leaders could see lobbi es 
and demonstrations of 
thousands of FE students 
outside the council. 

With the prospect of a 
battle over privatisation of 
education with the Tory 
governmen t , the Labour 
council sho uld immediately 
restore the wages and begin 
to mount a campaign 
against privatisation, along
side students and trade 
unions. 
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Link up 
with low 
paid 
workers 
RECENTLY THE Nupe 
journal highlighted the 
plight of low paid manual 
workers in universities. In a 
series of interviews with the 
staff at Sussex University, 
the journal explained that 
take home pay of under £70 
for a 39 hour week is com
mon. Many workers have to 
claim state benefits to surv
ive. 

The Nupe branch secret
ary there said: "Most of our 
members are in a state of 
perpetual financial anxiety 
.. we are in fact working for 
poverty wages. We fall wi
thin any definition of pover
ty." 

University porters earn 
£92 before stoppages for a 
39 hour week. Cleaners 
take home £40 for a 20 hour 
week. One groundsman on 
£69 said: "Our wages are 
disgusting. You just can't 
live on it." A housekeeper 
in the university explained 
that she had to get up at 6 
every morning to start work 
at 7.30 for a miserable £61 a 
week for 32 1/2 hours! 

If students are to fight to 
win an increase in the grant 
they must link up with low 
paid workers in the colle
ges, polytechnics and 
universities. 

Housing 
benefits 
to go 
BY THE end of the acade
mic year 1987/8 the Tories 
a im to take awav students' 
rights to clairr; housing 
benefit during the long 
vacation. It is even possible 
that the ri ght to claim 
supp lementa~y benefit in 
the summer could be with
drawn. For many students 
this will mean a loss of 
income of about £250 a year. 

The Fowkr Review. ini
tiated in 1985 bv Norman 
Fowler. then Sccreta rv of 
State for Social Services. 
has already taken away the 
right for ·tudents to claim 
unemployment benefit in 
the short vaca tions. Nor 
can they claim housing 
benefit for college accom
modation during this pe
riod. 

The college accommoda
tion crisis forces thousands 
of students into private 
accommodation which , 
given the student grant, 
they can on ly afford with 
the housing benefit. 

The Tories appear to be 
committed to realising their 
a im of "removing students 
from dependence on social 
security benefits ." (as they 
stated in a report to parlia
ment December 1985). But 
they aim to fill the gap with 
loans-we must fight for a 
living wage. 
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Now step up 
overtime ban 

FROM WESTOE Colliery, South Shields, a 
miner commented to one of our sellers: 
'"You can always tell when things are 
picking up, because the Militant sellers 
appear at the pit,'' and another said, "All 
the lads in the pit are chuffed. Everybody 
thinks if the Militant's are there we must 
be back in the front line of battle. It's lifted 
everybody's confidence." 

Durham 
area 
DISGUST WAS the feeling of 
delegates at a Durham Area NUM 
meeting on Saturday, according to 
Stan Pearce, the delegate from 
Wearmouth. They were incensed 
by the attitude of British Coal, 
pursuing the 'Tyrant's charter' 
disciplinary code. 

Militant asked Stan about the 
effectiveness of the overtime ban 
and the next moves which the 
NUM had to make. 

Kent miners on the march during the great strike. 

Snowdown 
ACCORDING TO Peter Jaconelli eve
ryone at Snowdown Co lliery in Ke nt has 
been fed - up fo r three or four months over 
the disciplinary code . 

.. We've give n the Coa l Board e nough. 
They' re not goi ng to take a ny more. We've 
been told 90 men must go to keep the pit 
open , but even then they 've told us there is 
no guarantee it wi ll be open in 12 months 
time. As usual they say th ere are 'econo
mic reasons ' for closure." 

UDM losing 
members "I don' t feel the ban is going far 

enough-and only faceworkers are 
paying for it. We need a full 
overtime ban with minimal safety 
cover. The NEC isn ' t meeting for 
another month. It must meet 
sooner. We are calling for the 
re-convening of the NEC to take 
the Durham resolution calling for 
an effective overtime ban. If Brit
ish Coal throw down the gauntlet 
by trying to impose 'flexible 
working' we must pick it up." 

"EVERYONE'S ANGRY about what 's hap
pening.·· Nick Plate k , a branch committee 
member at Littl e ton Colli ery, Staffs, told us. 
" The NUM committee here is meeting weekly 
with the Powe r Group committee . The gen
eral a ttitude is that thi s is okay as a first stage 

but it isn 't harsh enough. The blokes wa nt a 
full overtime ban. We 'll be ca lling on the 
National Execut ive for that. .. 

RICHARD ASHLEY , a member of Ere
wash LPYS, met his miner cousin who was 
previously a member of the UDM at a party 
recently. He came over to Richard telling 
him that he had left the company union to 
join the NUM along with 25-30 others in 
North Nottinghamshire. 

His reason? "The UDM was nothing but 
a gaffers union , controlled by the Tories." 
So much for the Sun's announcement that 
the UDM's influence is growing! 

Another miner a t Little to n described the 
ove rtime ban as 'Mickey Mouse'. 

Longbridge strike 
ON WEDN ESDAY 16 
September , manage me nt at 
A ustin Rover's Longbridge 
pla nt sacked a deputy se
nior steward, Co lin Rolin
son and anothe r worker 
C hri s Maguire fo r a minor 
clocki ng o ffcnce(3-5 
minutes). 

This led to anger 
amongst th e workforce of 
Cab Two . where Colin 
worked. due to the incon
sistency of management. 
The re have been no sack
ings fo r clock in g offences 
for two vears ac 
Longbridge. o·nly a few 
weeks ago 15 paint sprayers 
were let off with suspen
sions for more serious o f
fences. 

The real reaso n Colin 
Rolinson was sacked was 
because of his union activ i
ties . The workers rea lised 
t hi s and rejected the Works 

Commi ttee recommenda
tion to delay any act ion 
unti l appeal. O n 17 Sep
tembe r 200 workers , 
mainl y trimmers in Cab 
two. downed tools a nd 
walked o ut after a union 
meet in g. 

Defiant 
They left in a defiant 

mood. shouting. singi ng. 
banging the track and hoot
ing the horns of the cars on 
th e track. Thev have voted 
to stay out u~til 28 Sep
tembe r. The ir action has 
halted production of th e 
Rove r 200 a nd at least 
ano ther 250 worke rs have 
bee n laid off. 

Manage ment obviously 
miscalculated. expecting 
the mood to ebb with the 
wee k long Longbridge sh ut 
down holiday starting on 18 

September. The visit of 
Graham Day and Lord 
Young. Minister for Indus
try on Friday was deeply 
embarrassing to th e Rover 
Group a nd manageme nt 
se nt out three threatening 
let ters to the workers in 24 
hours, trying ro stop the 
strike . 

At the mome nt there are 
wai ting lists of 6 to 8 weeks 
for cars from Longbridge 
a nd this dispute is set to 
lose the company a lot of 
money . But through study
ing the recent dispute 
a round the sacking of Dar
re n Kelly the workers rea
li e th at the dispute must 
not rem ain isolated a nd 
there have been ca ll s for a 
full shop meeting and a n 
emergency shop stewards 
meeting to spread the ac
tion to the rest of the pla nt . 

Austin Rover workers walking out at Cowley. 

BTR-solidarity with Metalastic 
500 WORKERS are out on strike at the Meta
lastik Vibration Control System (Dunlop) factory 
in Leicester. 

In a show of international solidarity, striking 
workers from South African BTR Sarmcol Plant 
(part of the same multinational) are taking part 
on the picket line on Tuesday. The South African 
workers are in Leicester with a play about their 
dispute and are returning the support Leicester 
Metalastik workers have given them in the 
past. 

Dave Richardson , deputy T&GWU convenor, 
spoke to Steve Score: "The strike is 100 per cent 
solid , though four workers tried to get in today 

and were persuaded to turn back. It began over 
new machinery being brought in . We would like 
to make it clear that we are fully in favour of new 
machinery, provided no jobs are lost . 

" Our dispute is over the way management 
select who works on the new machinery. We 
believe it should be done on a length of service 
basis. However the management want to pick and 
choose and arrange the conditions, including 
'general attitude of the worker'. This could mean 
anything and could be used to attack the union, 
just like the coal board tried to victimise NUM 
activists. 

"Our branch has already been labelled 'revolu-

tionary' by the chair of BTR, Sir Owen Green, for 
supporting South African workers. We also su
spect racism could become a factor in preventing 
some members from being used on the new 
machinery. We have already had the Commission 
for Racial Equality here in the past, investigating 
selection and promotion in the staff. We actually 
have a majority of Asian members and don't want 
the management to use race to split black and 
white workers. 

"Those prohibited from using the new machin
ery would obviously be the first threatened if 
redundancies come. If we lose this compulsory 
redundancies could be on the agenda." 

ASTMS/TASS 
merger 
conferences 
BOTH ASTMS and Tass a t 
their co nfere nces at the 
weekend voted in favour of 
merger. £22 million in 
me mbership subs. the big
gest union in insurance a nd 
aerospace and in the top 
three of engineering 
unions. That would be the 
prospect if the membe rship 
vote in favour in the ballots 
to be held between 9 No
vember a nd 4 Decembe r. 

The vote at th e Astms 
conference was 176,080 in 
favo ur a nd 30 .980 against. 
whil st only two delegates 
we re opposed at the Tass 
co nference. 

Ron Thomas. from A von 
branch , made th e po int th at 
the merge r was needed but 
th at it was not size bu t 
effectiveness which deter
mined wh ether a uni on de 
fended it~ members and 
therefore a democrati c rul e 
book. including a branch
bascd conference and 
e lected. acco untable o f
ficials. would be vital. 

Militant supporters a nd 
other left s in both uni o ns 
wi ll be ca mpaignin g vigo
rously in the workpl aces 
and the branches to get the 
maximum suppo rt for the 
merger a lthough the ' left 
must get toge th e r to e nsure 
that the new union can be 
provided with the rules. 
po licies and leadership 
which will enable it to meet 
the challenges of th e fu
ture. 

By Dave Clark 
(Liverpool Shipping and 

Freight branch, 
personal capacity) 
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Council workers fight back 
London Bridge 
·'THE TORIES will not 
grant co ncessions unless 
the working class is mobi
lised to take them on. " 
These were the words of 
surcharged Liverpool coun
cillor Ton y Mulhearn at a 
London Bridge confe rence 
of over I 50 local authority 
stewards from 19 authori
ties. 

Li'(erpool 
NALGO 
Executive 
fudge 
LIVERPOOL NALGO 
branch executive committee 
failed to take a position on 
the critical issue of re
determination. If the coun
cil went for this option it 
would mean handing over 
the City finances to Ridley 
and the Tory cuts machine. 
Thousands of jobs would be 
at risk. 

Tony outlined some of 
the rich lesso ns of Liver
pool City Council's epic 
campaign against the Tory 
Government between 1983-
7, notable among which 
was the massive mobilisa
tion of working class people 
in defence of homes, jobs 
and services. 

Local aut hority workers 

in London are now facing 
cuts because of Tory at
tacks and the capitulation 
of the ·' left" Labour coun
cils . In the middle of TUC 
conference week , a resolu
tion passed by the London 
Bridge conference was like 
a breath of fresh air: It 
called for opposition to cuts 
in jobs and services, oppo
siti on to privatisation and 
rent or rate increases to 
cover for Tory cuts , a nd 
suppo rt for a gen uin e leve l 

of services based on 
need. 

Action 
Words must now be put 

into action. Jo int shop ste
wards committees have to 
be strengthened or set up 
where they don 't exist, in 
a ll the London boroughs. 
Most important , the cam
paign of explanation and 
pre paration of a ll local au
thority workers has to start 

now. 
The London Broad Left 

Organising Committee con
ference (see advert) will be 
a good opportunity to build 
on the mood which exists 
amongst council workers. 

London Bridge a re 
planning a lobby for 28 
October and a major 
demonstration in February 
(details . to fo llow). 

By Ian Page 
ILEA Nalgo steward 

Hackney 
council 
HACKNEY COUNCIL 
leaders are recommending 
the 'path of compromise' to 
Saturday's Borough confe
rence, which they admit 
"will certainly involve a 
rent increase above the level 
of inflation and the disposal 
of council assets ... It may 
involve some kind of limited 
recruitment policy and a 
more flexible working ar
rangement with our work
force . It will require so
phisticated tactics to deal 
with privatisation." 

Already we have seen 
several committee meetings 
disrupted by angry tenants 
who have been told rents 
will be going up and long
awaited repairs will not be 
carried out. 

Redundancies 
Stewards have been 

A resolution from the 
City Engineers opposing re
determination was de
ferred . The resolution was 
called a ' quaso Militant 
plot ' (sic) by a supporter of 
the Black Caucus. More im
portantly the Nalgo branch 
leaders, Peter Cresswell 
and Graham Burgess 
refused to commit themselv
es to a clear position in 
relation to the city 's budget 
crisis. One member of the 
branch executive committee 
commented after the meet
ing: "Cresswell and Bur
gess have returned to their 
familiar positions of sitting 
on the fence." 

GMB branch five members lobbying Liverpool City Councillors. 

warned by the Chief Exe
cutive that they will have to 
look at the possibility of 
compulsory redundancy. 
Building workers are in dis
pute with the council. These 
policies flow inevitably from 
the leadership 's belief that 
there is no chance of a 
fightback. 

Stewards and tenants 
have threatened to lobby 
the Town Hall on Saturday 
and efforts are being made 
to link up the workforce, 
tenants and councillors to 
ensure a coordinated fight
back, through the Broad 
Left. 

Liverpool GMB victory and the D irector of Recrea
tion and Open Spaces ob-
jected to this. After 
ano ther adjournme nt , 

COU C IL CEMETE RY 
workers in Bra nch Five o f 
the Ge ne ral and Municipal 
Workers· U ni o n (GM B) 
have returned to work after 
winning th e ir dispute with 
Live rpoo l C ity Coun cil. 
Mick Whale spoke to 
members of the branch: 

co uncill ors who wa nted a 
showdown with us. For the 
first two weeks the counci l 
refused to meet us. 

"When th ey finally did. it 
became clea r that Alan 
Dean. deputy leade r and 
cha irman of th e Industri a l 
and Public Relatio ns Com
mitt ee was keen to settle. 
but o ther councillors 
seemed determined to frus
trate a se ttlement . 

It is vital that Nalgo 
adopt a clear and unequi
vocal position of opposing 
re-determination and cuts. 
Na lgo must now approach 
Labour councillors together 
with the other council 
unions to build a joint cam
paign in defence of j obs and 
services. 

.. The dispute was pro
voked by management. 
,,·hen th ey regraded seven 
dri,·ers in the Transport 
and General Workers · 
Uni on (TGWU). g1v 1n g 
them a £10 a \\'Cd increase~ 
Grv!B drivers and th e ot her 
TGWU drivers do ing th e 
'>arnc \\Ork had lost our. We 
put in a parity cla im. 

.. At thi s first meet ing it 
was agreed that ne ither ~de 
cou ld take acti on to 
escala te the dispu te whilst 
talks were go ing on. Then 
just whe n we fina ll y made 
some progress. the mana
geme nt tri ed to break the 
strike by ask ing grave-by Mick Whale 

"We think the dispute 
was engineered by certain 

London Broad eft 
MYRNA SHAW. tlcputy secretary of the 
Tower Ham let' Hea lth District branch of 
NUPE. spo ke to Miliw111 (in a perso nal 
capacity) about wo rking in the Nat ional 
I lcalth Serv ice and the importa nce of the 
Broad Left Organising Committee. 

··A nyo ne involved in the NHS unions in 
Tower Hamlets must have noticed a har
deni ng of att itudes amon!!.st all heal th 
workc~rs - not just the low p~aid .Thcrc is a 
readiness to take up the small issue ~ which 
previous ly wo uld ha ve been ignored. 

··Thi s coincides with many of the Labour 
and trade unio n leadership having con
vinccu themselves that further s truggle~ in 
defence of jobs and ~crvices arc use
le ss. 

'"Jn Tower Ha ml ets. hospital cleaners 
arc for the first ti1nc in my experience 
really st icking to their ove rtime ban. in
censed by a local management that ha\'e 
kept their own bonuses whilst docking the 
cleaners' to keep the domestic tender 
' in-house ' . 

"'Nurses who have previously refused to 
take industrial action over pay and closures 
threatened to walk off wards if night 
security for patients antl staff is not im
proved. Ward sisters come forward as 
stewards . adm in and clerica l workers see 
the threat of job ·ncx ibility'. 

··What's the union goi ng to do about it?" 
they ask. Wh y is the upc national leader
ship going against union pol icy. when they 
are recommending acceptance of a der i
so ry pay offer. Our branch rejected the 
offe r on the understanding that rejectio n 
nationallv meant intlustrial act ion. 

"We a~e restless. grumbling and stirring. 
What is lacking is the political understand
ing that it ' s capital ism and not just health 
cu ts th at kills . 

" The London Broad Left Organisi ng 
Committee conference provides a bril liant 
oppo rtunity for workers in hea lth, local 
authorities and e lsewhere to co me together 
to give the direction and leadership necess
ary to overcome our joint enemies''. 

diggers to carry o ut ma
teri als by whee lba rrow that 
wou ld normall y be carried 
by the striking drivers . 

Concessions 
.. Eve n though they were 

taken off the clock , the 
diggers refused and the 
strike was sol id . Once the 
manage ment realised they 
co uld not use the diggers to 
break the strike. they made 
co ncess ions and we were 
able to reach a compro
mise. 

··Alan Dean agreed to 
pay the diggers who had 
been taken off the clock as 
soon as the di_sputc was 
settled. But Vicky Roberts 

Dean sa id that he could not 
pay them. 

Having settled their dis
pute. the drivers refused to 
go back until the diggers 
had been satisfied. The 
council made th em an im
proved offer which the 
drivers re luctantl y ac
cepted . no t want ing to 
cause any more dist ress to 
the families of the be
reaved. 

.. The dispute clearl y 
demo nstrated the determi 
nati on of GMB members to 
defend the gai n5 of the 
past. If th e present council 
tries to implement cuts th ey 
will meet a stro ng res
istance . 

Up to 20 councillors are 
rumoured to be considering 
resignation rather than im
plement cuts, but we hope 
to win some of these to a 
properly organised opposi
tion rather than them opt 
for the Pontius Pilate posi
tion. 

The council leadership 
say we face 'a determined 
class enemy which has 
learned from its own mi
stakes.' What lessons have 
they learned? 

By Lynne Faulkes 
Hackney cou ncillor 

'In-house' misery 
HEAL TH WORKERS are 
under attack from all sides . 
If it's not cuts then there is 
privatisation and all that 
that entails. Even if a con
tract stays ' in-house' that 
will probably mean worse 
conditions for the hospital 
worker. 

A comment from hospital 
domestic Ruby Wells, who 
has been through the expe
rience of tendering, sums 
up the problems faced by 
thousands. 

"We only have one good 
wage packet between us. 
My husband is a porter at 
Newtown hospital and is 
low paid like me so I have to 
work. We haven't been able 
to afford a holiday since 
1984 and now the bonus has 
gone I can't see us having 
one in the forseeable future. 
My daughter is getting mar
ried in September and I've 
been saving a bit each week 
- but now I can't afford it. 
During the cold spell we had 

in January, we had to run 
up big fuel bills. T he gas bill 
alone was over £100 so we 
have had to pay it off in two 
parts . We've had to pay off 
the electricity in instalments 
too. It was hard managing 
on my wage before-bu t 
now it's impossible. The 
choice for us now is not 
between which luxury to do 
without, but which basic 
necessity comes first.'' 

London Labour Movement Conference 

Broad Left 
Organising 
Committee 

Saturday 24 October York Hall , Old Ford 
Road , Bethnal Green, E2 10.30 am to 
5.30 pm Speakers include John 
Macreadle and Tony Mulhearn Fee: £3 
per delegate; £1.50 per visitor Return to 
BLOC, c/o 106 Draper House, Walworth 
Road, SE1 65X Please indicate if you 
require creche. 
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THE GLOVES are off in 
the mining industry. Brit
ish Coal chairman Has
lam has given the clearest 
indication yet of his 
plans. 

By John Cunningham, 
NUM Northu mbe rl and 

Are a Executive, 
pe rsonal capacity 

In hi s 01vn wo rds. the new code 
of conduct is to ge t ricl of 
.. troubkrn ~1 ker<: .. (that is. uni on 
ar ti\· i, ts1. Cnmoulsorv redunda n
cies . further pi t closures. ana 
suspensil1n of the fin: day \l"c:ck 

arc the order of the da\·. 
The .. nC\\. face of Brit ish Coa l .. 

seems like the old fa ce with out 
the plastic bag. 

In the fiN fin anci a l quarte r o f 
1986. befo re Haslam arri ved. the
re were 112 di sputes at coa l pro
ducinQ. colli e rie s. but fo r the same 
period thi s year there ha\·c bee n 
133. 

Of a to ta l of 146 d ispu tes dur
in Q. th e first 13 \1e cks of thi s 
fi~a n c i a l \·ca r 57 have occurred in 
South Yo rks. but the sh arpest 
increase in mil itanc\· is in Nort h 
York shire \\· ith 30 disputes in the 
first quarter. 

Yhc massJ\·e Ti. :-i pe r ce nt \"Otc 
fo r ind ustria l action re fl ect s the 

fe e lings of the membersh ip na
t io nall v. Even a majorit v of the 
most ·moderate scc.tio n · of the 
NU M. th e Co ll icrv Officia ls and 
Staff Associa tion (COSA). rntcd 
fo r action. Fee lings arc run ning 
hiQ.h 

H as lam and Co. a re recognised 
as Ton marionettes . Boa rd-mem
bers· sa laries ha\·e been doub led 
bv the Go\-c rnment . Their to tal 
c; 1oluments increased fro m 
£21 6.253 in 1985/86 to £546.099 in 
1986/P..7 . 

Redeployment 
Despi te an unp recede nted 

·Labour conference 
LPYS a:neeting 
Wednesday 30 September, 12.30-2. Lewes 

· Room, Royal Albion Hotel, Old Steyne. Speakers 
. include Linda Douglas, NEC. Invited speaker 

Peter Heathfield NUM. 

At t his year' s Yorkshire miners ' ra lly. Yorksh i re miners have been 
increasing ly angry at Brit ish Coa l bosses ' prov ocat ion. 

* Step up the 
minimal safety 

overtime 
cover 

ban-

* Prepare for wider action 
---------- ,--,--~---o:,--;;:.---l ,....,..."',..--

, < - ~ - ~ ~~~ - : ~"~:{~ 

. ~.; ·,·· -~' ~ : , :~:--. t ~'~~~:, _: 
' " 

rn O\c b1 the '\ u M Executi \c to 
acce pt indcpc nclc nt a rbit ra tion as 
hi ndinQ in cases of di -: mi sscd mi 
ners . the boa rd insist that nothinQ 
11·iJ! be bindin Q. and that a n ~· 
sacked miner> 1\-hO arc re insta te d 
ca n be rc-dcp l o ~ cd w other rn l
lic ric<;. 

* Prepare 
imposit ion 

nat iona l strike against 
of ilflexib le w orking" 

ncss . hcsit :Hi o n o r di\·is io n arc 
~1p pa r c nt <1 mong: the '\EC or the 
. ..\ rea leaders . 

and co n., ult cd 
~ ·~ 

' 

I 
The To rie' th ro ugh their 'too

ge<. wan t to pri\" atisc the industn 
fo r the ben efi t of a handful of 
capita li,t , . In the pmces' the\· 
1\ o uk! like rn dcstr01 th e 

L\!. 
T hc1· 11 oulc! !ikc t o . But th e 

miner<; a rc prepari ng: for a bittc'r 
,truQ;o lc a\!a i1i-;t th e code of con
cl uct--an d -t he \\" heeler . Pla n. 

Such a mo\·c 11·oul d ha\·c to be 
met with al l-cu t -tril-: c acti on. The 
camp~: i g n o n thi;:: i:;-.ue ,hould be 
u n clcn~1 k c11 n<.•11 with ope n 
branch mccring -; and rall ies acl 
cl rc , sed b1 the - nat ic· na l official s. 
thr c1 ug i1o ut the coalfi e ld, . i 

'~----- --------- -·-____ t Briti> h Coal ma \· \\e ll :lttc' lllpr 
to i111 po ;::c .. tlcx il, lc 1\·o rkin o .. :1i 
Lo ne or nw r2 pi;s in the cou1;c ~f 
th i~ di ~ pu t c if an:\ .:;;:g: n ~ t1f \\ C<l k -

...\ nati <rna l dclc Q. ~1t c c,111 fc rencc 
11·i ih rcpre,c·1 Jt ~ 1 ti:rn frum c1c r1· 
pit . l1rnnch 1'\r ;Jnir :-- hnuld t1(' 

con1·encd a, th e ca 111 pai ~n dc\·c
i o f· ~ - Th u> a! ! >cTtiorb uf th e 
n1 crn bcr~hip \\·ould QC in\ (' l'· 1~· l i 

In th e meant ime. the current 
O\·cnimc ban is ' een as inade 
quate by rh e \·a,;r maj orit\· of 
miner< . It must bc ,tcpped up 
;m mcd iatch· to inclm'.c a ban on 
,!\ I ma intenance 11·o rk .:it \1cc
kcn d" an d all mid \\ CC k 01.:: n imc . 
\ li11i ;11 ai sa fe ;\ co\·c r , h ould be 
prL11·iclcd . This 1\·ould be J ~h a rp 
<1 n,11 cr to Ha;:: lam· s threa t to ,u
' r cnd the fiw da1· 1\ ce k agree-
rne 11 t . 

\\ 'c'a kn c~, in1 ires <1!!.Q rc-.s ion. It 
i' time tu _,u nd up -~ nd right. i' rickley NIJM off ice shows t he m iiitancy that Hasl am 's intransigence is 

fuell in g . 
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What we stand for 
• The immediate introduct ion 

of a 35-hour w eek w ithout 
ioss in pa y as a step 
towards the eliminat ion of 
unemployment. 

• Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive programme 
of public w orks on housing, 
educat ion, the health ser
vice, etc . 

• A minimum w age of £ 1 2 0 
a w eek tied to the cost of 
l iv ing fer all , including sick 
and disabled people . 

and small business people. 

• Opposition t o t he capital is t 
Common Market , t he EEC , 
For a socialist United States 
of Europe as a step tow ards 
a Wor ld So c ial i st 
Federation. 

• Workers ' management of 
the nationalised industries. 
These should be run on the 

law s and reversal of at 
tacks on the trade unions . 

• M assive cuts in arms spen
ding . Support for unilateral 
;1ucl ear disarmament, but 
w it h t he recognition that 
only a socialist change of 
society in Britain and int er
nat ionally can eliminate t he 
da nger of a nuclear 
holocaust. 

basis of one-third or the • Nat ionalisat ion of the t op 
places on t he management 200 monopolies, including 
boa rd comi ng from the the banks and insurance 
unions in the industry. one- companies which control 
third from the TUC rep re- 80 per cen t to 85 per cent 

• A socialist plan of produc - sent ing the working ciass o f t he ec on om y. T his 
tion democratically drawn as a w hole , and one- third sh ou ld be throu gh an 
u p and impiementad by from the government . Enabling Bill in Parliament 

-~ Retu rn to the Circulatis-n Decart m ent , Militan t, 3 , 1 3 
:1 Hepscott Road, Lendon E9 5 HB. 

Make chec ues oayab ie tc 
.'0tlitan t. 

~ ccrnmittees involv ing t he w ith :nin imum com pensa-
tra de u n ions , sno p • Opposition to the Tor·f ~ io n en the basis of prov en 

q stewards, t he unwaged government ' s ant i- r1n ior. need. ~ 
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