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There was an explosion -of, 
anger in the shops last 
Monday -when people saw 
the new price of goods with 
lSo/o VAT added on. 

At a stroke - to 
use Heath's unfor
tunate phrase 
Howe added over 40Jo 
to retail · prices by 
raising V AT. 

·But this is oniJ the 
start ol' a prices explosion 
wlfit-h will swell big 
business pro11ts and en
gull' working people in 
the coming months. 

Even bel'orc the Bud
get, the onieial retail 
price index jumped b)· 
10.3° ;, !for the JCar to 
mid- M.a} 1. 

"The underiJing· rate 
or retail price inflation"' 
rcpmted the 'Financial 

By Roger 
Shrives 

Times' 116 June! , "has 
been rising steadily in 
recent months, well bef
ore the post-election 
round ol' price increases, 
let alone the impact of the 
Budget. haH' had time to 
worl' through." 

Apart l'rom the Tories' 
measures , world-market 
commodit) prices are 
again mov·ing upwards 
all will sooner or later 
work their waJ through 
In the shops in Britain . 

WAGES MUST 
BE LINKED TO 
PRICE RISES! 

In his Budget speech, 
Howc said he expected 
inllation to reach 16 % . 

. Petrol up 

Next dav·, Patrick Jenkin , 
Ton Social Services 
minister, let it out that 
th·c government expected 
inllation to reach 17 '11 (Yo. 

Then at the weekend it . 
was rev·ealed that the 
Trcasun's economic as
sessmcr{t predicted · in
flation would rapidl_v 

reach 20 % •. 
No wonder that mini

sters ii'lstructcd their 
oi'li.cials to keep quiet 
about this! 

Apart h·om V AT in
ercases on most consu-
111N goods, masshe rises 
in cnerg_v prices will push 
up general prices even 
more. 

Petrol ah·cad}' costs 
more than£ 1.10 a gallon, 
and a l'urthcr OPEC rise 
will come into effel'l in 

CO\J"II i'.JLL[) 
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·SUMMIT FOR IOTHIIG! . 
Carter and Brezhnev, amid 
a great fanfare of publicity, 
signed the SALT 11 agree
ment in Vienna last week. 

The Strategic Arms 
' Limit <'. tion' now agreed 
means that each super 
power will be 'restricted' to 
'onh' 2,250 missiles and 
h<m~bcrs , with 'oniJ' 10, 
000 nuclear weapons each . 

The working class and 
oppressed people of the 
world, however, can take 
little consolation from the 
Vienna accord. 

US imperialism and the 
l"{ussian bureaucracy still 

( ByLynn 
Walsh ) 

hav·c cnougn nuclear wca
poru·_, to wipe out the 
whole \\ o rld about 200 
times ov-er. 

About £1,000,000,000, 
()()() ! a million million 
pounds I is squandered on 
arms throughout the world 
cv·eQ -t 1 1 years. 

The incredible advances 
of sdencc and icchnologJ, 

which could be used to 
transform the life of man· 
1\ind, arc squandered on 
grotesque weapons of des
truction. 

Because of the balance 
of nuclear terror, the 
super-powers' stockpiles of 
arms cancel each other 
out. LitcrallJ, the) have 
I he power to wipe each 
other out. 

CON TI NL't [) 
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I I SIDE 

Defend the 
aosed Shop 

page9 
After the Budget 
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No section of the trade union 
mQvement was quicl.ier to 
react to the Tory budget than 
the Scottish miners. 

Their annual con
ference sprang to lif~ 
\\ith an explosion of 
anger. "hen an emer
gency resolution dep
loring the budget \\as 
pa-;~ed unanimous !~· . 

The <it-legates wetT en
raged Ill what Willie 
Clarke c:tlled ·a hudgcl 
hased on v.ealth and 
privikgc· . 

H(• ~ingled out the 12~" ;, 
rise in presniplion char
ge~. T he ·~all> of· the 
n ·ntun · of BP -;hares. and 
tl.u· L~:'i million rcdul'lion 
of the rate support grant in 
'-;cot land. 

Action 

Th e Scottish Pres ident. 

By Patrick 
Craven 

and their pre. s . however. was 
that the resolut ion did not 
'o!op at denouncing the b ud 
ge t. It demanded action. 

"Co nfe r~ nce calls upon the 
National Execut ive Commit
tee of the Labou r Party and 
the General Council of the 
Trade Union Conference to 
mee t toget her in order to 
organise a national campa ign 
of opposition to the draconian 
measures of the Govern 
ment. 

'' \\ e can create the condit
ions for an early genera l 
elect ion as soon as possible " . 
a\<;ert e d Mi c k McG a hey. 
"and the sooner the better". 

"Think of the power of the 
la hour movement-once it has 
been mobilised in action. then 
no force ca n stop it !" 

Mi<:k McGahe1·. su mmed up 
the TorY theo rY as "if you 
ca n ' t p~l" for i.t. you ' re no\ The resolution concluded 
l!elli nl! it... ,,·ith a ca ll fo r "a massive 
. The, income tax cuts for ca m pa ig n throughout the 
those on lo"· incomes. he said. countrY to create the condit
will mea n practically nothing . ions for a n P.a rly general 
" ·hile the public expenditure e lect ion and the return of a 
cut s will bea r mos t heaYily on Labour go1·ern ment commit
the low paid. ted ·to La bour's commitment 

The leade rs of the previous for an irreve rsible shift in the 
Labour government did not ha lance of wealth and power 
escape criticism either. "How to the \\·o rking people ... 
could 1·ou expect 18-year-olds "For fa r too long" . dec
denied a job to vo te for a lan:' d \A. illlie Cla rke. " the 
Lahour go1·ernment which \\·orkin l! class has been the 
had denied them a job ?"' ·an,·il. it is time 1\·e heca me the 
asked Jimnw Ritchie . hamm er'" 

What enraged the Tories 
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-lil~l\1 . . . 
TREASURY . !~~ ... ~.~~~~~~;.~0 .ARE 
PREDICTS 
GRIM FUTURE -
Despite the huge tax 
hand-outs to the rich 
and savage attacks
throl!gh inflation, 
spending cuts, and 
higher unemploy
ment-on the work
ing class, the Tories 
and big business see 
no real prospect of a 
revival of Britain's 
·sick capitalist econ
omy. 

Huge tax cuts for the 
rich minority, claim the 
Tories, will provide the 
incentive for new invest
ment, and in the long run 
this will mean more jobs 
and greater prosperity for 
workers. · 

But this spurious just
ification is belied by the 
government's own econ
omic predictions. 

The Treasury background 
papers, published on budget 
day, predict that Gross 
National Product wiii fall by 
another 1% in the next year. 
Manufacturing output wiii 
fall even more, by 2 1/ ,o/o . 

Despite all the tax incen
th·es, private investment is 
stiii expected to fall by '/ ,%. 
In reality, it wiii probabh· 
fall more. . 

With hieher interest rates 
r 14% plus 1_, it will be more 
profitable for capitalists to 
keep much of their cash in 
the bank rather than invest 
in industry. 

The budget also provides 
unprecedented freedom for 
companies and individual 
capitalists to imest abroad. 

Together with the expec· 
ted 4'/ ,% fall in investment 
by state corporations and a 
2 1/1% fall in government 
spending on goods and 
services, the fall in private 
im·estment will accelerate 
the already rapid decline of 
British industry-e\·en in its 
home market. 

"Export volumes", says 
the Treasury assessment, 
" are held back by poor 
competitiveness, and the 
upward trend in the share of 
demand met b}' imports may 
continue." 

What a deathly diagnosis 
when alread~· over 50% of 
cars are imported, and when 
80% of office machinery, 
70 % of computers, 72 % of 
stereo equipment are all 
imported! 

British capitalism, more· 
owr, is now facing the 
prospect of a permanent 
trade deficit , and even the 
balance on invisibles I profits 
from im·estment abroad, 
shipping, insurance, etc I is 
being steadily wiped out. 

North Sea Oil revenues, 
once heralded as the sahat
ion of the British econom~· . 

do little more than balance 
out Britain's net paJ·ment to 
the EEC. 

The balance on interest, 
profits, and di \· idends," 
says the Treasury. "is also 
IikelJ· to worsen, particularly 
for oil ,- where North Sea Oil 
profits accruing to [oreign
owned companies are inc· 
reasing rapidiJ· .'' 

These disastrous trends 

will ha,·e calamitous conse· 
quences for the working 
class. 

So bad are the prospects 
for prices and emplo~·ment 
in particular that, accord ing 
to 'The Obsener' 117 June 1. 
the gm·ernment has so far 
suppressed two ke_,. Treasury 
background documents. 

One of them admits that 
inflation could well reach 
20% next ~·ear, compared to 
Howe's budget-day predic
tion of 16% . 

The other prediction is 
even more explosive. The 
Treasury now considers that 
unemployment will rapidly 
rise from 1.4 million to 
beyond 2 million. 

Yet what solution do the 
Tories have for the unem
ployed? 

Last week , when he 
visited Glasgow, where 900 
Prestcold workers are in 
danger of losing their jobs 
and another 1,000 at Massey 
Ferguson are under threat, 
Keith Joseph revealed the 
Tories' completely callous 
attitude. 

"He told the Prestcold 
workers", reported the 
'Financial Times' [16 June], 
"that they would have to do 
what nearly 100,000 others 
did in Britain every week
find new jobs. " 

Has the Minister for 
Industrv not heard that 
there a;e 165,441 men and 
women unemployed in Scot
land t8.3o/o of the male 
workforce l? 

The Tories' economic 
policies are a declaration of 
war against the working 
class. On behalf of big 
business, the\· intend to 
offload the ~risis of the 
profit s~· st.em onto the 
workers- with a draconic 
cut in lhing standards on 
the scale of the 1930s. 

But the~· still face the 
enormous organised power 
of the labour and trade 
union mo,·ement. When the 
workers feel all the effects of 
the government's policies, 
and begin to draw the 
necessar~· conclusions , the 
Thatcher go,·ernment will 
face unparalleled resistance 
from the trade unions. e'en 
greater than under the 
Heath go,·crnment. 

The actions of the Tory 
go,·ernmcnt themsehes will 
ensure. as under Heath, 
that the indh·idual battles of 
different sections of workers 
will he inercasingl~ unit1cd 
into a struggle of the whole 
l'lass against the Tories and 
their s.\stcm . 

Industrial battles are in
separable from the politkal 
right. Contrar~· to what 
Ca llaghan said again this 
"eel,, the Labour Pari~ 
must gi\ c full support In all 
trade union struggles ag· 
ainst the Tories. 

Within the framework of 
capitalism , there ean onh 
he an enormous inereasc i;1 
exploitation, in miser~ and 
pm cri.' , for working people . 

This Tor~ go,·ernment 
must I hl•rcforc he stopped in 
its tracks and the labour 
mm cmcnl unitied around a 
hnld programme for the 
socialist transformation of 
sol'icl~. 

~' 

THE RICHER YOU'LL 
The Tories' tax cuts are put 
over as a great boon for all. 
But the richer you are, the 
~ore you will gain from 
Howe's budget. 

While a m arried worker ~--•••••••-... 
on,~. a1·erage earnings (now 
otticially about £100 a 
week- though millions of 
workers find it hard to 
believe this fi gure!) gains a 
mere £1.30 a week. the 
,,·ealthy minority will be 
paying t51x at the lowes t 
top rate (6'0%) stnce 
1929-30. 

Howe boasts he has taken 
1.3 million out of the tax net. 
But if the basic threshold had 
been raised only 9% (in line 
with official earnings) 600.000 
would have 'escaped·. so 
H owe let off only another 
700.000 . . 

The low -pa id workers con · 
cerned desperately needed to 
be relieved of thei r scandalous 
tax burden. But by ra is ing the 
thresholds fo r the hi .g her 

By 
Alan Hardman 

rates. the T ories h ave reduced 
the number · of higher-rate 
tax-payers from 1.2 millions 
to only 550.000! 

Just how much is being 
h a nded to the rich can be seen 
from the tota ls of revenue 
lost. Changes in the higher 
rate threshold a nd rates a nd 
increase in the investm ent 
income threshold alone . will 
cost the Exchequer-and save 
the rich-£863 million a yea r 

The £30 .000-a-year couple 
will haYe £4 .262 more to 
spe nd this 1·ear. while the 
£2.000-a· l·ea ~ couple will haYe 

GET 
£70. 

But because the child 
allowances ha,·e been with
dra11·n (replaced by £4 a week 
cash a llowance pe r child to 
mothers) the man with two 
children o n £50 a week (about 
half a1·erage earni ngs) will 
find his m;.n take-ho~me pay 
onh· S2p a ,,·eek higher this 
,·ear than last. 

Hand-outs 
to wealthy 

'The Economist' (16 June) 
has p roduced some figures 
which put H owe 's hand-outs 
into perspect i1·e. They show 
what - a ll ow ing fo r child 
benefit. NI cont~ibutions a nd 
the tax changes . a nd assum 
ing a 1.5 % cost-of-living 
increase-someone would 
need to earn in 1979-80 10 
riJ<tintain thei r 1978-79 stan-

dard of li1·ing. 
A married man with two 

child ren under 11 · earni ng 
£2.66.5 ( 1/ 2 ;:n ·crage earnings) 
in 1978-79 wou ld -need £3 ,060 
in 1979-80-au' increase of 
14.8":-o. 

A man on £26.6.50 ( fh·e 
times average ea rnings) in 
1978-7C). hm,·ner. 11·ould onh· 
need to earn £23.480-11. 9 °·~ 
less. 

But the judges. sen ·ice 
chiefs. and top ci1·il se rvants 
ha,·e jus t been given a 2.5 % 
incre;1se in sa la;ies 1 And we 
mav be sure tha t compan1· 
directors - £30.000 to .t80.000 
for top d irectors ts not 
exceptio n a l in big firms 
now - will not be - laggi ng 
behind . 

Perhaps Howe hopes that 
the relati1·elv sizeab le tax 
rebates in Jul1· (when allow· 
ances are adjusted) a nd 
October (when rates a re 
down) will sweeten the new 
pa1· round. 

But by that time . workers 
- a lrea dy a ngered by the 
blatant class bias of the tax 
cuts-will find that thei r tax 
saYings haYe alrnosl _been 
eaten awav b1; price rises. 

ANGER AT THE BUDGET, 
A small crowd had gathered round 
a colour television set [only 
£355.90!] in thefoyer of the Co-op 
on budget day. 

Guessing ,,·hat the fuss was 
all about. I joined the m . " I 
can't be lieYe. i't. ·· gasped one 
elderlY woman. 

"I vo ted for them expecting 
a bit more. and this is what 
we get. I'll never vo te fo r tha t 
lot agai n'" 

Seve ral others nodde d in 
agreemen t. " Beer a nd c igs 
are the onh· small pleasures I 
h a1·e." commented a counci l 
11·orker. 

A heated discussion was 

By 
David Robinson 

(Brad ford LPYS) 

deve loping with Co-op sta ff 
jo ining in. The crowd were 
predo minantly angry. 

"They should be fo rced to 
Ji ye o n my pension." said a 
pe nsioner. as she stormed 
out. 

The cvnica l meanness and 

lies o f the T ories is illu st rated 
he re ,,·ithout the leas t equi 
vocat ion. The pennies in 
income tax cu ts that working 
people will receive wi ll be 
more than offset by the 
increases in VAT. an d on 
beer . cigarelles. petrol. pres· 
criptions. lending rates and 
all the rest. 

Mea nwhile . the rich are 
g iven enormous concessions. 

The labour movement will 
be absorbing the lessons of 
the pas t few weeks in the 
co min g months and ' Militant' 
supporters will be ram ming 
home the message of this 
budget. ~ 

The mo1·emen.1 must de· 
mane! that every single anti· 

work ing c lass measure intro· 
duced by th e T o r ies is 
reverse d by the next Labour 
go1·ernme n t. 

But this is not enough. A 
massive an d bold socia list 
program me is the only way in 
11·hich the perennial p rob lems 
of the ,,·orki n g class will be 
soh·ect for eve r~ 

As I got home. I heard 
Michael Brotherton. cast -iron 
Torv reactionary. eo m ment
atin.g on the budget on TV in 
whiZh he sa id "a~ exp losion .. 
,,·as needed in Britain. 

In deed it is! Not a n 
exp los ion of 'free .enterp ri se ' . 
hut o f socialist planning 
under workers' control and 
m a nagcmen t. 

{ 
··; 

·. 

. •, 
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PRESS FOR AN 
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY 

Five thousand teachers, 
pupils, and trade unionists 
attended the funeral pro
cession of Blair Peach-a 
far crv from the "few 
hundr~d" predicted on 
earl~· morning radio broad
casts. 

The three- mile silent 
procession . from his school 
to the East London Cem
ere rv 11·ith banners from 
na ti~nal and local trade 
unions and a joint Labour 
Pqrty Young Socialis ts / 
PNP Youth banner was a 
tribute to a fall en fighter in · 
the ba ttle against raciali sm 
and f:rs cism. 

Blair Peach was murdered 
by 'persons unknown' armed 
with a .. lead-filled cosh. Al
though a number of SPG 
members are reported to have 
been interviewed at length 
about Peach's death , no one 
has yet been charged . 

The press has been consis
tent!\· mentioning the coshes 
repo~tedly found in SPG 

lockers as " mementoes" , as if 
there were no question of 
policemen using these unof-· 
ficial. and potentially lethal, 
weapons. 

The delay in releasing any 
information and the general 
silence of the press is in 
marked contrast to the sen
sa tional treatment given to 
police injuries , many of them 
minor or trivial. at earlier 
anti-fascist demonstnitions. 

The brutal murder of Blair 
Peach must not be white
washed. The labour move
ment must throw its weight 
behind the call which has 
already been iaunched , for an 
independent enquiry ; not an 
enquiry only to find a 
scapegoat . but to investigate. 
the whole role of the police , 
and in particular the 'Special 
Patrol Group ' , at Southall 
and similar events. 

It has been the role of the 
police. allowing and defen 
ding the National Front 's 
deliberately provocative meet
ings . which has been 

'S ible for violence. injuries , 
and now the tragic death of 
Blair Peach. 

Only when they are faced 
with the might of the 
organised working class will 
the National Front be decis
ively driven off the streets. 
Only in this way can we 
prevent there being future 
martyrs to the fight against 
fascism. 

It was fitting that the . 
funeral has been attacked by 
Woodrow Wyatt in the 'pro
Labour' 'Sunday Mirror ', and 
in an editorial of the 'Daily 
Telegraph' . The movement 
awaits criticism from these 
characters of the original 
decision to allow the National 
Front to meet in Southall . 

The end of the funeral, 
with the singing of the 
' Internationale ' as the coffin 
was lowered, pointed the way 
forward-through socialist 
in tern a tionalism. 

Kevin Fernandes 

Police in action at the Nottingham Evening Post demonstration. To be censored by the BBC and police! 

The day before the stations or the introduction methods perfected during the 
funeral of Blair Peach of a ne,\· typ e of buttons on last ten . years in Northern 
the British Broadcas- police uniforms 11·ill still be Ireland. and are expected to 

allowed. of course . have ample opportunities to 
ting Corporation pub- But potentially ·sensi- earn the latest police pay rise 
lished its latest agree- tive' programmes about. in the forthcoming industrial 
ment with the Metr~ sav the deaths of anti- confrontations in Britain. 
peiHH ~ice. fascist . demonstrators or Even rank-and-file police-

,_. ·arrested pickets acciden- man are upset about the 
I was never very taity ·falling down the stairs activities of what they call 

likely · !ha , the right - 011 the 11.ay to the cells will ' the Cobra·. It should be 
wing bosses of 1 he hal'e to - be passed t remembered that many young 0 workers are more-or-less 'conBBC would allow any department ·p· of the scripted' into the police force 
prvgrammes 10 go ou I Metropolitan Police for a as the only alternative to the 
which were i 00 cri i ical little friendlv discussion army or the dole queue-they 

f h l. h hdore thev a;e even made. ,are not conscious class trait-
0 e po 1ce, bu e p h ·h · · · • er aps t e most sensttlve ors or 'fascist pigs'. 
new agreemen . gives subject of all is the role of the They are attracted by the 
he pulice a vir ; ual paramilitary 'Special Patrol image of the police as friends 

ve t 0 over any 'sensi- Group ' which was formed to of the community. helping old 
' i ve' ma terial. deal with 'terrorists' such as ladies and fighting crime. 

the Anti Nazi League or the When workers see 'the 
Programmes about the Grunwick pickets. 

0 . f l' They· are trat'ned t' n all the Cobra ' protecting the Nation-penmg o new po tce 
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ARXIST WEEIE. SCHOOL 
OILY ONE WEEK TO GO 

The Marxist Weekend 
School organised by 'Mili
tant• · for 29 June- I July 
will be the best chance of 
the year for a detailed 
discussion of Marxist 
theory. 

The savage attacks on 
the working class in the 
budget s how the impor
tance of everv 'Militant' 
supporter h·aviug the 
ammunition to argue for a 
socialist economic pro
gramme. Thus , the course· 
on Marxist Economics will 
be a very good one for any 
' Militant' reader to attend . 
The speakers are Ed Bober 
and T ed Grant. · 

How does society change ? 
How do Marxists analyse the 
development of history? What 

role does- the individual play 
in history? What is a Marxist 
analysis of the developments 
in Science ? These will be 
some of the issues covered by 
Lynn W alsh in the Marxist 
Philosophy course . 

The final session of the 
School , a debate on 'A 
Socialist Programme for Lab
our' between Peter Taaffe , 
Editor of 'Militant ' and Geoff 
Edge . MP for Aldridge
Brownhills until the last 
election and a regular contri
butor to 'Tribune '. will be an 
excellent opportunity for a 
clash of ideas between the two 
main trends of opinion on the 
left in the Labour Party. 

The other courses offered 
are: ' Marxism and the Trade 
Unions' . with Brian Ingham 
a nd Bill Mullins (Senior Shop 

Steward , !{over Solihull) 
speaking: 'The Russian Rev- · 
olution', speakers: Roger Sil
verman and Peter Taaffe ; 
'lreland-History & Perspec
tives' with a leading speaker 
from 'Militant Irish Monthly' , 
and 'The Labour 0 arty' with 
Rob Jones anrl Ray Apps 
speaking. 

The first session of the 
School is the film 'Harlan 
County'. the Oscar winning 
account of the fight for trade 
unior, recognition by miners 
in Kentucky. Not to be missed 
by any trade union activist! 

If you haven't already sent 
in your bookings do it today! 
Send it to: Militant Marxist 
Weekend School, 1 Ment· 
more Terrace, London E8 
3PN. For details see advert, 
page 13. 

LPYS aJIFEREICE 
GIVE FLEET ST. 

A FRIGHT 
The Tory 'Daily Tele
graph' once blurted 
out the truth. Before 
the Labour Party 
Young Socialists'Om
ference in 1976, their 
edit¥ial said: 

"Such pressures as the 
new leader of the Labour 
Party will be subjected to 
are amply indicated in the 
resolutions to be submitted 
to the Young Socialists' 
Conference at Blackpool 
next month. 

"Are these the hallucin
a ttons ot those who have 
ne\·e r seriouslv considered 
h o11 political -obedie nce is 
procured? To say so 11·ould 
be un just. 

.. What concern s th e 
Young Socia lists at th e 
moment is not primarily 
the crea ti o n of a ne1Y 
soc iet1·. but the di sm a n t
ling o-f an old one. 

" Of course. the new Prime 
Minister wi ll not be appointed 
b\' the Young SoQialists ... ~ut 

he will lead a party whose elan 
and sense of direction is 
supplied by the Young Social
ists , who are concerned not 
with preserving a State , but 
with making a revolution ; and 
this , after all, is precisely 
what his party has always 
asked for." 

The Daily 'Torygraph ' lets 
the cat out of the bag. 

The ruling class view with 
fear the crucial role that the 
LPYS play politically , fight
ing for a clear socialist 
programme within the Labour 
Party . 

LPYS Conference 1979 will 
have the task of hammering 

out how the most reactionary 
Tory government since 1926 is 
to be fought. 

The Tory press recognises 
the "elan and sense of 
direction" the LPYS gives to 
the Labour Party. Undoub
tedly LPYS conJerence 1979 
will fulfill their worst fears! 

Every branch should rriake 
sure immediately that it is 
fully .represented with a 
delegate and as many visitors 
as possible to make the 
conference the most represen
tative yet. 

Come along and live up te 
the fears of Fleet Street! 

Kevin Rama2e 

DETAilS: 
LPYS Conference and Camp 
1979: 

Conference Saturdav Julv 
28th, 1 pm, until Sund~J 29th 
at 4 pm, followed immed
iatel,. by tbe camp until 
Satul'day August 4th. At 
~racelands Campsite, Cole· 

ford, Gloucs. 
Cost approx . £25, meals 

included [ ;:hildren half price, 
creche organised]. 

Send deposits of £5 [£Z lbr 
children] to Andy .ae. .. 
Tran"port Hous-e, SmiD 
Square, Lendon SW1P 3JA 

POLICE PLAN TO 
CENSOR CRITICISM 
al Front and escorting black
legs through picket lines , 
these 'workers in uniform' get 
tarred with theosame brush . 

In the struggles which lie 
ahead it is impwtant to bear 
m mind this . split in police 
raak.s which could be crucial. 
In France i& May 1968 the 
ordiftary Pam:.;,police were 
affected by the mass move
ment of the French workers 
and actual!y went on strike, 
whereas the CRS (De Gaulle's 
equivalent · of the 'Cobra') 
remained loyal to the regime . 

In Britain in the future. 
such a development remains 
possible if a class appeal is 
made to the ranks of the 
police force. some of them 
will want to participate in a 
movement against the real 
criminals in societv-the snivs 

and speculators of big busi
ness and their National Front 
henchmen etc . 

The increases in pay for the 
police and the army, com
bined with the censorship of 
TV programmes indicate that 
the ruling class have drawn 
the lessons of the French 
events of 1968. 

First. they intend to 'buy 
off' any potential militancy in 
the repressive arms of the 
state . Second. they recognise 
that the TV coverage of the 
police brutality against stu
dent demonstrations in Paris 
played an important role in 
galvanising the French wor
kers into action. · 

While the ruling class are 
consciously preparing for the 
inevitable class struggle which 
the Tory Government's mea-

sures will provoke , the Labour 
leaers are imitating the late 
King Canute in trying to 
persuade the tide to hold 
back . 

The Tories have JW ew-
punction about taldaa l)e - ~· . 
parliamentary adiea' · · · 
their vital illtfte.ts - ~- ._;.. 
stake. It is ahoat time '-\: 
leaders took a lesson in · _ -~ 
from these loyal repr~ 
tatives of the rich. -

Derek McMillan 
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SOUTHERN LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE 

FOR SOCIALIST P CIES·AND PARTY 
Most of the resolutions at this 
year's Southern Labour Party 
Conference were drafted some 
months prior to the election. The.ir 
main aim was to hammer out a 
socialist programme; fighting 
policies to keep out the Tories. 

The postponement 
of the conterence 
due to the election, 
and tbe Tory victory at 
the polls has not 
lessened their relev-
a nee. 

Tile conference, 
held in London this 
Satttrday [June 23rd] 
will be important in 
the fight for socialist 
policies and Party 
democracy. 

Every resolution dealing 
with the economy is critical of 
the Labour government's per
formance and demands soci
alist policies-for example, 
Reading South_ CLP dealing 
with unemployment declares : 
"Only a planned socialist 
economy could solve this 
problem, where production is 

for the_ needs of the people not 
for the profit of a few ." 

Wycombe CLP encapsu
lates such a programme with 
its demand for: 

(a) A 35-hour week with no 
loss of pay-amended by 
AUEW-TASS 26 division to 
include trade union control of 
overtime working; 

(b) a £70 minimum wage; 
(c) no redundancies: share 

out work with no loss of pay; 
(d) nationalise the top 200 

monopolies and finance insti
tutions under workers' control 
and management; 

(e) for a socialist plan of 
production. 

Eastbourne CLP, agreeing , 
demands ; "that this be inclu
ded in Labour's Manifesto for 
the next general election ." 

Following-as Worthing 
CLP puts it-the dubious 
circumstances surrounding 
last year's vote on re-selec-

DEMOCRACY only be built on a socialist 
basis , call for opposition to 
the capitalist Common Mar
ket; for Labour to fight the 
European elections to expose 
the European Parliament as a 
sham with no real powers ; for 
a campaign by the European 
labour movement for nation
alisation of the major monop
olies in Europe to create the 
economic basis for a real 
federation of Europe-a 
Socialist United States of 
Europe ." 

All the indications l,ire that 
this will be a well-attended 
and lively conference as we 
face up to our problems and 
_prepare for the future. 

What is sure is that the 
youth will be well represented. 
The f:=:xecutive report pays
tribute to the Labour Party 
Young Socialists who played 
a vital role in the recent 

Delegates ve&e f• ftediM of ,.ny leader at 1978 ....._.LP~~. Party de•Hncy is 1t111 a 
burning issue. Photo: M I LIT ANT 
tion. a number of resolutions and seem certain to be Portsmouth South CLP 

· elections. The year has seen 
the number of LPYS bran
ches grow from 36 to 42, and 
with many more branches in 
the process of being estab
lished, the future of the Party 
in the region looks good. 

demand that the three-year carried . cuts through the fog of 
rule be waived to allow a Even though ·the European nationalistic jingoism with an 
debate on the re-selection elections have now been amendment that concludes : 
of MPs at this year 's annual concluded , the EEC, and the "As internationalists we 
party conference. These have effect it has on workers, is still stand for European unity , 
the support of the Executive a major topic . and recognising that this can 

Geoff .Tones 

(Delegate , Brighton 
Kemp Town LP) 

HAZARDS OF WORK 
On the platform, the 
speaker put on a pair 
of ear muffs, then a 
pair of goggles and 
then a face mask. 
"This," he said, "is 
management's solu
tion to work hazards." 

Pat Kinnersley, the author 
of 'The Hazards of work' 
[Piuto Press] was speaking to 
450 safety reps from the 
Sheffield area who attended a 
one-day conference on Health 
and Safety organised by the 
local Trades Council. 

ment and that their trade 
union strength had to be 
mirrored on a political level if 
workers are to be rid of the 
scourge of health and safety 
hazards created by the bosses ' 
drive for profits . 

There was a note of 
controversy when a NUPE 
safety rep decided to leave the 
conference after it was reveal 
-ed that he stood in the 
election for the National 
Front. 

Trades councils in Northern Ireland have grown tremendously over the last four years Photo: Mark Rusher (IFL) 11 

He claimed that only strong 
shop floor organisation can 
ensure the health and safety 
of _ workers. A NUPE safety 
rep also pointed out that 
legislation has been used in 
the past not to aid workers 
but to defeat them . 

In his defence a Tory safe ty 
rep said the man in question 
had represented their inter
ests well. "Politics should be 
kept out of health and safety" 
she cla imed. 

Perhaps she will remember 
these words when the Tory 
government announce the 
cuts they intend to make in 
the public sector after the 
budget! 

TRADES COUNCIL VISIT TO N.l. 
Some three years ago 
Trades Oluncils in 
Northern Ireland stag
ed successful demon
strations against a 
wave of sectarian kill
ings, raising a number 
of basic economic and 
social demands. 

A motion in response to 
this welcome class action 
was tabled for Newcastle 
Trades Council by the 
local branch of the Inland 
Revenue Staff Federation. 

The motion, addressed 
to Derry Trades Council, 
sought fraternal links and 
bore fruit in a recent 
delegation to Northern 
Ireland from Newcastle 
Trades Council. 

The general impression on 
this delegate was of severe 
general unemployment. In 
Belfast it affected the Catholic 
areas most but is likely to 
bite as deep into the Protes
tant areas with a slim order 
book at Harlands and an 
uncertain future for Mackies . 

In Derry we heard of 
viC'timkation of trade union 

activists as exists the world 
over, of the 'Derry Rate' (of 
pay). of local industries 
paying poor wages and multi
nationals paying little more 
and grabbing all the subsidies 
going. 

Members of the Creggan 
Commullity Association told 
us of streets with just three 
people working. high heating 
and other cost's and the 
depradation of the Payment 
of Debt Act. 

We heard of Protestant 
workers proud of secure jobs 
but found on asking to be on 
£14-15 a week. The sectarian 
divisions clearly serve some
one very well! 

There was little general 
support for the 'gunmen ' and 
a feeling that they ignored 
either totally or in degree , 
their pressing economic and 
social problems. 

The particular violent acts 
against the person are abhor
red , and seen to help nothing . 
But the events of 1968: 
Bloody Sunday . and the 
various killings of unarmed 
workers, Protestant and 
Catholic, all recruit for the 
para-militaries as, of course , 
does the continuing harrow-

ing operation of the British 
troops. 

I encountered no-one who 
hated the British. But many 
hated. with justification, acts 
and functions of people who 
happened to be British. It is 
by performing the tasks of 
capitalism that ill-feeling is 
met by young men whom 
unemployment has driven to a 
_iob of sitting in shop door
ways in the sun in flak 
jackets. 

There appeared to be a 
stalemate in the military field , 
and a vacuum in the political. 
Various 'grand plans' are 
being advanced with the 
British government doing 
little except learn how to deal 
with insurgents. 

The most elaborate 'plan' is 
associated with Glen Barr and 
the Ulster Policy Study 
Group . This suggests an 
independent Ulster with a 
constitution like that of the 
Lebanon (!) . guaranteed by 
the USA . 

We were told by Barr that 
the constitutional problem 
had -to be solved first, then 
worry about socialism . In this 
he is at one with the 
reoublicans . Thev are both 

wrong. 
His plan was floated in 

consultation with the French 
Ambassador in Belfast, poli
tical science departments of 
continental universities and 
American charities. It paid 
scant regard to trade union 
interests as the composition of 
the proposed safeguard com
mittees showed. 

If these planners were 
serious they would get down 
to involving the trade unions 
and start on the foundations 
now , of a party of labour 
without sectarian allegiances 

- or content , able to combat the 
ravages of capitalism. 

The mutual suspicions 
found made it clear that 
Northern Ireland's working 
class can only free itself of the 
problems it faces , including 
the British military presence 
when it stands up on those 
a ims . the only aims worthy of 
support from Catholic and 
Protestant workers alike . 

Report by 
a delegate 

But G Bright (G&MWU) 
stressed to the conference that 
there was a fundamental 
opposition of interests bet
ween workers and manage-

By Jean Greatrex 
(Penistone CLP) 

CLASS BUDGET 
"The Tories' 'class budget' 
is a reflection of the 
chronic decline of British 
capitalism. At the same 
time, it is a refutation of 
the reformist policies of 
the last Labour govern-
ment." . 

Terry Wilson (North East 
Leeds Labour Party) was 
speaking to the first -ever 
'Militant' Readers' Meeting 
in the South Leeds constitu
ency of Merlyn Rees , which 
attracted an audience of 16. 

Terry explained that Geof
frey Howe was retaining the 
Labour government's capital 
tax laws and writing off the 
corporation tax 'deferred' by 
the Labour government ; 
thereby keeping taxes on the 
profits of big business to a 
minute level. 

But Sir Geoffrey did not 
share the illusion that the 
ruling class would re-invest 
their wealth in industry. This 

accounted f-or the abolition of 
controls on overseas invest
ment and the purchase of 
gold coins . 

The absolute failure of the 
ruling class to invest and halt 
the decline of British capital
ism. despite the sacrifices of 
the working class; coupled 
with crisis of world capitalism 
would entail untold political 
ramifications in the trade 
unions and Labour Party. 

The working class will look 
for a socialist alternative . 
Terry pointed out that this 
first-ever Readers' Meeting, 
following on the establish
ment of a lively LPYS branch 
in a working class constitu
ency was a reflection of the 
beginning of this process. 

A collection raised £8.30 
for_ the fighting fund . 

Oive Heemskerk 
(Leeds District LP) 

·-

., 
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REVOLUTIONARY 
MULTI

NATIONALS? 
''Latin America needs a revolution." 

Now who could disagree with that 
statement made at a recent conference to 
discuss the problems of the sub-continent? 

As one speaker pointed out: "The 
present population of Latin America is 
around 346 million people, of whom 230 
millions are undernourished; by the year 
2,000 there will be 710 million people, 
most of them undernourished." 

The only question is, what kind of 
revolution? For this conference was called 
by major multinationals and was held in 
Brazil. 

Businessmen were worried that unless 
there was change "social convulsion and 
violence are inevitable." 

How could they prevent another Cuba, 
or more recently the social conflicts of 
Nicaragua and Iran? They had their 
solution. The local representative of 
V olkswagen gave the answer. [He is also 
the chairman of the Motorcar Industry 
Association, founder of a main multi
national investment bank to · fill in his 
spare time.] 

He declared: "We businessmen have to 
be included among the conductors of this 

·revolution." 
He might well find that he faces another 

revolution, for · capitalism has proved 
unable to take the continent forward, even 
in the so-called miracle of Brazil [see 
article on pages 10-11]. 

STRUGGLE 
GROWING FOR 

WORKERS' 
DEMOCRACY 

Where does this quotation come from: 
"We who are many throughout the 

country are suffering, live badly and in 
need, while the few live well, have 
everything, go in want of nothing. We have 
nobodl to turn to, no one listens to us, no 
one understands or wants to know 
anything about us. We are always 
promised that we shall live better, but in 
fact we live worse and worse." 

From workers in India, Brazil, Western 
-Europe? No, from trade unionists in 
so-called socialist Romania. 

It comes from the founding declaration 
of the Free Trade Union of the Working 
People of Romania [SLOMR]. Set up in 
March this year, SLOMR has attracted 
the support of 2,500 workers. This new 
organisation has built upon the major 
miners' strike of 1977. 

The bureaucracy of Romania has cosy 
relations with Western imperialism, 
because of the bureaucracy's nationalist 
differences with the Soviet regime. But the 
n.omanian bureaucracy is one of the most 
V1c1ous in E Europe for suppressing 
workers' rights. 

Already they have arrested many 
members of the independent trade unions. 
But the growing demand for real workers' 
democracy will not be easily crushed. 
~ ~ 
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Marion Morrison dies 
By .Jim Ouystie 

All cinema has a political context. It may not 
be overtly stated, it may not always be 
conscious, but it is there. 

The films of John Wayne had a consistent 
context-racist, sexist and anti-socialist. 

Born in 1907 as Marion Morrison he changed his 
name to the more masculine-sounding John \Vayne. 
Starring in over 250 films Wayne conveyed his views in 
the caricatures he portrayed. 

··r don't act. I react ," he once explained. 
In Wayne 's westerns the male hero , strong and silent, 

protects the 'womenfolk and children' from alien beings , 
the Indians or money-grabbing outsiders . The moral 
values of his Westerns were transmitted throughout his 
other films and political activities. 

His jingoistic war films concentrated on the enemy 
without . At first this was the Japanese in the Second 
World War. Later it became Communism in Korea, 
Wayne backing the war v.:ith the slogan 'Make the army 
your Korea' . 

For Wayne the enemy was always devious , sly and 
power-hungry. There were no social reasons for conflict, 
just wicked people wanting ·to take away freedom. 

So as the Vietnamese people moved against American 
imperialism in the 1960s, Wayne financed, eo-directed 
and starred in his own film on the conflict, 'The Green 
Berets '. Here the heroes are the American Marines, 
protecting the Vietnamese from alien Communism. 

If the enemy without was one Wayne fought in his 
films , he devoted even more energy in fighting s~ialists 
and radicals inside the United States. Describing Joseph 
McCarthy as "one of the greatest Americans that ever 
lived, " Wayne produced a film dedicated to him, 'Big 
Jim McLean'. 

This showed how Communists were planning to poison 
the harbour water and were only prevented from carrying 
out their wicked designs by the intervention of 
investigative Big Jim. . 

Crude and simplistic Wayne's philosophy may have 
been. But it was consistent. -

Wayne supported every reactionary cause in America 
over the last 40 years. He supported Goldwater, Reagan, 
and d1d not exactly approve when his idol, Nixon, was 
attacked by other investigators, this time from the 
'Washington Post'. 

One film critic aptly described Wayne's politics as 
being "distinctly to the right of Genghis Khan." 

Wayne has now gone. But the reactionary views he 
stood for continue in the modern cinema. They may have 
a more subtle rebellious gloss to them, and may be more 
implicit but they are still there in many of the films 
produced by the -major film companies. Shooting it out-with US imperialism's enemies 

IN THE NAVY 
About ten months ago to a 
year ago, I thought about 
joining the Navy. My 
parents were quite keen on 
the idea, but I found out 
that it amounted to learn
ing how to 'murder legally'~ 

When I first applied , I 
waited for no less than two 
months for a reply. And I 
thought they were supposed 
to be desperately under
manned and the "country" 
undefended. 

When I finally got the entry 
form through the post , I also 
received quite a few leaflets 
showing what a wonderful 
time you can have. One 
booklet shows a sailor on the 
front smiling , and surroun
ded by girls. 

The reality of the Navy 
comes a bit later. The booklet 
gives figures of how many 
people join the Navy , but 
none of how many people 
leave. I wonder why not. 
Some of the ships are shown 
(28 different types) and 
weapons like torpedoes etc. 

The booklets are proud of 
the British sailor being a 
'Professional'. What do they 
mean? Is it because he joins 
of his own free will? Or 
because he is tiOained to kill 
like a professional assassin? 

It's not as if the pay is that 
good. As a junior over l6 1/ 2 

years old, you can earn a 
whole £28.91 a week. Well , 
not quite. Out of this has to 
come £7.84 for accommoda
tion. 

And then there's food. At 

By Danny Cooke 
(Tower Hamlets LPYS) 

least £2.10 comes off, and it 
can be £5 .32 (it probably 
depends whether you have 
chips or not). 

There are 39 different jobs 
offered to schoolleavers. How 
many of them are as well-paid 
in the Navy as in Civvy Street? 
My guess would be none . It's 
not even a guarantee of 
getting a trade when you 
come out. 

And that's another thing . If 
you are getting a. bad deal at a 
civilian job you can leave. In 
the Navy, you have to wait up 
to 18 months or pay an 
astronomical sum for the 
'privilege' of freedom. 

If you are leaving school 
and can't find a job , I would 
advise you, don't join the 

No guarantee of learning a trade in the forces 

Navy. Join the LPYS and 
fight to end the - unemploy
ment that pushes young 

people into the Forces, and 
also for a decent living wage 
of at least £70 per week. 

KNOW YOUR BOSS 
'Open the books' is a demand 
workers often raise when 
involved in negotiations. The 
bosses will give as little 
information as possible, but 
legally they are now obliged to 
disclose certain of their 
acthities. 

A new booklet from the 
Labour Research Department 
explains the legal rights 
gained b~· trade unionists 
since 1974 af!d the disclosure 
requirements established by 
existing company law. 

The guide to Information 
Disclosure deals concisely 
with the requirements of the 
Employment Protection Act 
and Companies Act. Other 
sections cover the information 
aspects of redundancy, terms 
of employment, itemised pay . 
statements, reasons for dis
missal, and the Health and 
Safety at Work Act. 

It is an invaluable guide for 
shop stewards because, as the 
booklet illustrates, companies 
often ignore their legal re-

quirements unless pressurised 
by their workforce. 220,318 
ocmpanies did not even file a 
1978 annual return by the 
required date. Laws on the 
statute book change little. 
But used by trade unionists 
they can help in making 
demands upon the bosses. 

The LRD Guide to Infor
mation Disclosure, price 48p 
[inc. p&p] from LRD Public
ations Ltd., 78 Blackfriars 
Road, umdon SEI 8HF. 

: 
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MINERS ASK: The National Coal 
Board have announ
ced that Deep Duffryn 
colliery in the Cynon 
Valley is to close on 
18th August. DEEP 

DUFFRYN 
NOW· 

The miners of South Wales 
have declared war on this 
closure and on any future 
attacks on the coalfield. 
Several thousand miners and 
their families on the recent 
South Wales miners' gala in 
Cardiff gave wholehearted 
support to the joint com
mittees of the miners' lodges 
in the Cynon Valley in their 
fight to keep Deep Duffryn 
open. 

WHO WILL 
BE NEXT? 

Placards at the gala read: 
'Deep Duffryn now-who 
next?' The NCB intend to 
close mines one by one but the 
South Wales NUM are organ
ising a united fight to keep 
Deep Duffryn open. 

At the gala Arthur Scargill; 
Yorkshire Miners' president , 
pledged his area's support 
and raised the demand for 
national strike action to keep 
the pit open. As he pointed 

CHILDREN PAY THE 
PRICE: EDUCATION 

At one school in 
Northampton there 
are just 19 copies of 
the basic physics text
book between 220 
thirteen- and four
teen-year-olds taking 
the foundation physics 
course. 

Similarly, the English Dep
artment had 60 copies of the 
basic English language text
book for 600 students. These 
stark figures, given in an 
article in the 'Observer' of 
June lOth clearly demonstrate 
the effect the capitalist crisis 
is having on education thro
ughout Britain. The article 
"how pupils pay the price for 
economy' specifically studied 
education cut backs in North
amptonshire. But as the 
article correctly points out 
"Northamptonshire is not 
unique". 

The Northampton Tory 
council's 'answer' to the 
predicament is made clear by 
the chairman of the county 
education committee Mr John 
Soanes. He suggested that 
parents and teachers should 
raise £500,000 by voluntary 
means to fill the gap. 
Education of working class 
youth is obviously not a 
priority for capitalism. If you 
cannot scrape together a few 
hundred thousand pounds 
then too bad. 

Not surprisingly the sugges-
.I...!-- "'-L-• 4-- .... L!-- _..., ..... _:...,) ... 

be paid for by voluntary 26,000 are today. 
fund-raising has been greeted It has been estimated that 
with extreme anger .- Mr the lost production in society 
Derek Roberts a headmaster due to unemployment deo
commented: "Teachers do a rh·es us of £20,000 million [at 
lot of fund raising work 1975 pricesl worth -of goods 
already. You wouldn't expect and services [see A Glyn
the police to have a jumble 'Capitalist Crisis']. Imagine 
sale to raise money for petrol the benefits of this in 
for their cars or doctors to education as well as housing 
give a wine and cheese party and so on. 
to raise cash for catgut and Turning to the Business 
anaesthetic before they car- Section of the very same 
ried out an operation." 'Observer' of June lOth is very 

A Northamptonshire- tea- enlightening. While the cut 
cher was quoted as saying backs continue and the living 
"Once we start getting par- standards generally of the 
ents to pay for books and working and lower middle 
materials, the principles of class suffer it should come as 
free education will be .lost." no surprise to find that big 
T~ Tories will attempt to business seems to be holding 

dismantle the welfare state its own. The 'Observer' 
brick by brick. The ·living reports that the Hawker 
standards; the educa.tion; Siddeley Group made pre-tax 
welfare and social services profits of £118 million last 
which workers have struggled year. "De Vere Hotels and 
for and won, through many Restaurants ... was on its best 
decades will be attacked to form last year, lifting pre-tax 
keep the heart of a sick profits hJ 44% to £2.2 
capitalism ticking. million." 

The labour movement, al- The 'Observer', not surp-
lied with local community risingly, "fails to relate these 
organisations, can resist cut- ·profits to its article on 
backs and force greater cutbacks in education. 
expenditure on education and As Marxists we do, We are . 
other services. · · able to understand that . this 

But overall, a . politicid ··anarchy will continue until. 
answer is needed-it sociali-st . the sys(em is changed from 
answer. With : a ·ptllnned· one where guiding objectives 
socialist economy; :education . . are .th~ ·attainment of profit to 
would not onlY be_: s<t"feg~uir- : one ·whose goals are the needs 
ded but developed : _·ei-JO"im: of the majority. · 
ously • . No school would be. 
without basic books....:...·artd·-.;o .. 
toG.nl.o• urJtlt.o •. Jt ··.;. ' ·i~h~d~ 

·: · ·:)Jy Jlill l)oggeU 

out . this fight will not be won 
on logic and arithmetic but on 
power and action. 

If Deep Duffryn closes it 
will mean the loss of 450 jobs. 
There are already I. 200 men 
unemployed in the Cynon 
Valley, an unemployment 
rate of 8.9% 

Between 1965 and 1976 
over 4,000 jobs were lost in 
the Valley. over 3. 000 of them 
in the mining industry. Over 
the same period the popu
lation of the valley has 
declined by over 5,000. That 
is why the miners and local 
community are determined to 
win this fight. 

Miners are united 
About 200 people turned 

up to a recent public meeting 
in Mountain Ash. the vi llage 
where most of the miners live . 
It was organised by Mid
Glamorgan county council 
who are supporting the Ac
tion Committee in their fight. 

Peter Evans. Lodge chair
man of Deep Duffryn NUM, 

explained why the NCB were 
trying to close the pit and why 
the miners are determined to 
win. "In the tripartite talks , 
18 pits were earmarked for 
closure; then it was 10. now 
it's just us . 

"Either we fight this fight 
now or we fight o.n another pit 
in six months time . The NCB 
have tried to divide us with 
this insidious productivity 
scheme but the miners are not 
divided; we are united ." 

Both Peter Evans and the 
chairman of the joint lodge 
committee in the valley gave 
examples of the inefficiency of 
the NCB in running the 
industry. Some of the mach
inery at Deep Duffryn- is 
stamped 1893 and repairs to 
roadways never appear to be 
done until someone is killed , 
as has happened at Deep 
Duffryn. 

Det~rmined mood 

When accidents happen , 
the NCB blames the miners . 
"They expect us to do the job 

of management. yet they will 
not do the repairs that we 
want done . '' Emlyn Jenkins, 
the local miners' agent. said: 
" Mv problem is not getting 
the miners to come to meet 
ings like this . _M): problem is 
keeping the miners at work . 
Th('!y want to come out now in 
defence of Deep Duffryn ." 

If pits are losing money , 
then it isn 't the miners' fault . 
It's because the profits are 
going to precisely the same 
people as before. 
The ·nf~d_ of this commun

ity is det~iiiei.\.and the NCB 
must ii:£·. ' -· t they are 
in for a I> gle if they 
pursue fhe ostite plans. 

Messages of support should 
be sent to Peter Evans , lodge 
chairman , 12 Gwernifor St , 
Mountain Ash. Mid-Giamor- · 
ga n. 

By Olris Burns 

r.· 

. (Chairman . Welsh 
Region LPY S) 

CHILDREN PAY THE 
PRICE: HEALTH 

Being born the son or daughter of workin-g 
class parents can be a disadvantage. not only 
in education or housing, but in size as well. 

A surve~· of 5,000 pupils at all infants' 
schools in the Brighton area [reported in the 
'E\·ening Argti.s'l revealed that children from 
the working class council estates like 
Moulsecoomb or Whitehawk were far more 
likely to be very short than those from the 
affluent areas of the town. In some cases, 
growth hormone treatment had been 
considered. for these children. 

The doctor running the survey said: "A 
child living in Moulescoomb with another six 
kids in a ·house.and parents who cannot afford 
to buy them nourishing food, is bound to be 
smaller." 

The survey came soon after the story hit the 
press of a schoolgirl in Moulsecoomb who had 

eaten potato peelings and scraps from school 
rubbish bins. Her two-year-old sister was 
suffering from chronic .starvation and her 
_ele\·en-month-old sister was badly under
weight. 

A headmaster at a school on Whitehawk 
also pointed to the sharp dividing line 
noticeable in Brighton between working class 
areas and the well-off districts: "\\.hen our 
children play football or netball against other 
schools, it is plain we seem to have no bulky 
children." This division can be seen 
throughout the countr~· . 

And beware! The Tories' round of attacks 
on the working class threatens· to increase the 
discrepancy, not only in living standards, but 
in the physical development of our children. 

EGA BATTLE GOES ON 
Ma ss ive support for the 
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 
Hosp ital in London. par
ticularly from the labou r and 
trade union movement. has 
been successful in keeping the 
hospita l open and working . 
despite the combined efforts 
of management and health 
authorities to get it closed. 

A final decision was still 
awaited from the Secretan· of 
State when the election in-ter
vened. The Tory SecretarY of 
State has anno~nced that-the 
EGA can stay open- but wi.th 
less than half the present beds 
and reduced facilities. and 
provided that charity helps 
fu nd th e hospital. 

The Area Health Authority 
apparently intend to close all 
th e beds before ·modernis
ation· commences. The "Sa\·e 
the EGA" campaign are not 
accepting these terms and are 
determined to continue the 
struggle. 

The\· are demanding no 
cuts . no charitY . and call on 
all to defend the NHS. 

For furth er information or 
messages of support etc .. 
contact Pam Jones (NUPE) . 
01 - 38 ~ 2301. or \\Ti te to 'Save 
th e EGA Campa ign ·. c/ o JO 
Camden Rd. London N.\-\.1. 
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EQUAL PAY AND EQUAL RIGHTS 
The warning bells should be 
ringing in the labour move
ment. The Equal Oppor
tunities Commission has 
produced a report which 
propos~s to remove safe
guards established by the 
labour movement over a 
century of long-drawn-out 
struggle. 

In the name of 
Equality, the Com
mission is proposing 
the repeal of legis
lation which restricts 
women's daily hours 
to nine, and weekly 
hours to 48; their 
starting times to 7 am 
and finishing times to 
8 pm; and prohibits 
night work in factor
ies. 

The report also rec
ommends the repeal 
of proVIsiOns speci
fying separate maxi
mum weights which 
men and women can 
handle. 

These restrictions 
were imposed during 
the course of the 19th 
century after a long 
struggle by the trade 
union movement to 
prevent the extreme 
exploitation of women 
and children by the 
capitalist class. 

work is monotonous and 
arduous , particularly at a 
time when you are below your 
peak, and consequently the 
work is possibly dangerous. 

Where night work is essen
tial, then we should do 
everything to insist on the best 
methods of protecting the 
health of both men and 
women-for example, shorter 
hours, ample rest days and 
longer holidays . 

The Commission also ar
gued "that the continued 
existence of the legislation 
was part of the reason why the 
Se x Discrimination and 
Equal Pay Acts had not 

guaranteed equality of pay 
and status." What madness! 

Despite the existence of 
such legislation, the bulk of 
the low paid are made up of 
women. as figures show. The 
argument that shift work 
would remove the employers ' 
ability to get round the Equal 
Pay legislation is ludicrous . 
What evidence is there to 
show that they would not find 
another loop-hole in the 
legislation? The employers 
would have the best of all 
possible worlds - women 
working night shift without 
equal rates. · 

The real reasons for low 

pay l! re clear to see. It is not 
due to the lack of legislation. 
It is the weakness of trade 
umon organisation , partic
ularly in those industries 
where women are concen
trated - the distribution 
trades , clerical and textile 
industries. 

'Freedom of choice' 

The Tories , who are in 
favour of implementing these 
recommendations , argue that 
they will remove restrictions 
on women's "freedom of 

Equality of 
exploitation? 

Night work for women wo':!~ be an increase in exploitation, not in equality 

The Equal Opportuni
ties Commission, using an 
entirely false argument, 
states that "legislation 
restricting ·the hours and 
shifts of women inhibits 
equal opportunity and 
causes discrimination" . In 
reality, they wish to give to 
industry a free hand in 
equally exploiting men and 
women.. 

To their credit, the 
Trade union represen
tatives , Mrs Marie Patter
son and Mr Jack Eccles , 

long hours in a monotonous 
job , is detrimental to your 
health. 

In one sur\rey, 7So/o of men 
who worked shifts said they 
felt physically below par. 
They blamed this mainly on 
difficulty in sleeping and loss 
of appetite. A German survey 
found that the ulcer rate 
amongst rotating shift work
ers was 8 times higher than 
fixed shift groups . 

Women suffer most 

disassociated themselves Night shift is socially dis
from the recommendations ruptive , leading to all sorts of 
and rightly argued that the family problems . And it is 
protective legislation here that ·women obviously 
should be extended to suffer the most. The reality is 
men. that many women still do two 

The other members of the jobs. They work to earn 
Commission revealed their money, and they work in the 
true sympathies on this point. home. 
According to them·, "absolute Repealing the laws on shift 
restrictions on weekly hours work now would simply 
of shiftwork would have increase the pressures on 
undesirable economic ef- women and their families. 
fects." They simply forgot to Simply because men have 
add at the end of the sentence been forced by big business to 
-for big business! bow to its needs should not 

The question is bound to mean that women must now 
arise , however, of why should be delivered up in order that 
we be opposed to shift work equality of exploitation is 
for women if~ are m favour . achieved. 
of "equality". It is true , of course, that 

Firstly, let's make it clear many women do work nights 
that we are opposed to shift -for instance iD hospitals 
WCllril b .mea .0 WOfllnl. ail b.utets- but tM!e is an 
~ ewiitlla:t: ~ obrioDs- diffeltnce · between 
sMft li'Wk, particalarly ~ms type of work :md"'pruitae-

._. sllift, the working of ti011 liBe techniques wt.ere tbe 

EARNINGS: 
April 1978-average earnings in Britain 

Malemanual : £80.7 Female manual : £49.4 
non-manual: £100.7 non-manual: £59 .1 

6.4% of m~e workers earne'd less than SO% of the national 
average 
57.2% of female manual workers earned less than SO% of the 
national average 

The Organiser, 

choice". From these suppor
ters of the "free enterprise" 
system this is the final irony. 
What greater restriction 
could there be than the 1 V2 
million unemployed, or the 
fall in living standards, which 
forces many women to ser
iously consider working shift 
work in order that they can 
supplement the family income 
and earn a living wage? 

Shift work only benefits the 
bosses . It has a ruinous effect 
on health and on familv life 

Chile Committee for Huaan Rights 
1, Caabridge Terrace, 

Your rcfcrc~e : 

Lo~n, N.W.l. 
Our rcr~n:r.cc~ EMS/BB 

9th. !'lay, 1979. 

· Dear Sir, 

I am most grateful for the illiterate pamphlet handed to me as 
I entered St. Michael's Church yesterday evening. 

I was previously unaware of the extent of this Bank's involvement 
in Chile and was delighted to have this information. As a committed 
Christian, I wholeheartedly approve of this support for the present 
anti Marxist Government. · 

I~, ,._,.,... ! ,,... ,. , ,• .~· · c .... ,....,• ... '"~ood -.. .. ' ..,.. , k4r · -._.-.. , · , • . -• ., ......... . •·-···- • • ,,. . .. , 

and it would be even worse tor 
women with responsibilities 
for running the home. 

Male trade unionists, in 
particular, should· not be 
taken in by the false argu
ments of equality. There ·is 
nothing progressive about 
imposing conditions on other 
workers which have been 
established over the years to 
our own disadvantage. 

The recommendation of 
the Commission ·must be 
activeiy opposed. Only 
through the organised labour 
and trade union movement 
can women achieve the strug
gle for equal pay and equal 
rights. Women's liberation 
does not mean equal oppor
tunity to go down the pits , to 
be unemployed or work night 
shift. 

We are against 
shift work for men 
and women. 
Women's 
liberation -does not 
mean equal 
opportunity to go 
down the pits or 
work night shift. 

The emancipation of 
wo men lies not with 
legislation or tribunals, but 
through the labour and trade 
union movement organised 
around a programme to free 
all working people from 
drudgery and exploitation. * Equal pay for equal work. * Minimum wage of £70 for 

men and women, to be 
· increased with the cost of 
living. 

* End night shift -except in 
essential services. 

* Cut the work:iag week 
with no less of pay. 

* Union meetings to ~ held 
in working hours to enable 
woddng mothers to atteud. 

* Free nursery facilities. 

ByDave 
Cotterlll 

"PROFITS 
COME 
FIRST" 

The capitalist class often 
make hypocritical statements 
in support of 'human rights'. 
But when the interests of 
capitalism are at stake, these 
are forgotten. 

Over 30,000 people have 
died, torture and repression 
of trade unionists and · 
opposition groups have been 
the norm since the Pinocbet 
military j11nta teek power in 
1973. 

Since 1977, Lloyds Bank 
International we loaned 
O¥er s:. ..a&on to the ,P.mta. 
'I1IeV IIIMitade is well summed 
ap by dds letter to the Chile 
c-.mtee for Human ........ 
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When Pennsylvania was nearly wiped --1 

With the future of their nuclear energy 
programme at stake, the . Carter 
administration and the nuclear indus
try covered up the horrifying dangers 
of the accident at Three Mile Island, 
Harrisburg, putting the lives of 
millions at terrible risk. Betty Traun 
reports from New Y or~. 
In the last week of 
March, ·t979, millions 
of people in the United 
States narrowly escaped 
an abyss of nuclear 
disaster. The whole 
state of Pennsylvania 
could have been trans
formed into a waste
land, contaminated, 

_deadly, uninhabitable. 
The welcome spring 

rains and winds which 
nourish our flowers and 
crops would have turned 
into killers bringing to 
other areas the deadly 
radiation spewed forth by a 
radioactive inferno plant 
on Three Mile Island in the 
Susquchanna River, and 
situated only 16 miles from 
Harrisburg, the state 
capital. 

At four o'clock in the 
morning of 28 March, the 
loud whistle of highly 
pressurised steam escaped 
the confines of Three Mile 
Island's Unit 2 nuclear 
power plant. The noise was 
loud enough to wake 
nearby residents from their 
sleep, as told to reporters. 
Others slept, heard noth
ing, were unaware of the 
drama that was about to 
engulf them. 

The men in the control room 
of Unit 2 working the "grave
yard" shift knew what the 
sudden escape of steam meant. 
The plant's generating turbine 
had for some reason shut down . 
This caused the shutdown of the 
secondary feedwater system 
which carries heat away from the 
radioactive primary cooling 
system by way of two large steam 
generators. 

Just within seconds the prim
ary cooling system overheated. A 
relief valve on the pressuriser of 
the reactor's primary cooling 
system then opened. venting the 
excess steam thus relie1·ing the 
pressure. This was the sound 
that _the people had heard in the 
night. 

After that a computer automatic
ally directed the reactor's control 
rods to descend around the cylin9ers 
of uranium pellets (which produce 
nuclear fission) thus halting the 
fission. an·d shutting off the reactor. 
Within 30 seconds the computer 
turned on the auxiliary feedw.-ater 
system to cool the steam generators . 

But what the computer didn't 
know was that the feedwater system 
was shut off by valves. One 
emergency cooling system w .. s 
useless. Programmed to assume that 
the valves were open . the computer 
began to lose control of the nuclear 
power plant. ·. 

There followed a series of 'mishaps 
too complicated to describe here. 
but in the days that followed there 
was a spillage of 2.50.000 gallons of 
radioactive water over the _contain
ment room floor , the escape of 
radioactive steam from the auxiliary 

building. and a hydrogen explosion 
in the containment building which 
caused a hydrogen gas buhble that 
floated to the top of- the reactor 
pressure vessel. 

The · Metropolitan-Edisori Corn
. pany which runs the plant did not 
see fit to notify the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC} in 
Washington until 7.4.5 am that 
morning. It should have done so 
immediatelv as the accident oc
curred under nuclear- regulations. 
Thereafter ignorance and wilful 
misrepresentation combined to de
ceive people and endanger their 
lives . 

Decades after the introduction of 
nuclear power. the citizens of the 
United States have no idea of the 
effect s of a major accident . or what 
to do if one occurs. There has never 
been an accident so catastrophic in 
nature as threatened to erupt at 
Three Mile Island that week. 

Met-Edison and Carter 
concealed the partial 
melt-down and refused to 
activate evacuation plans 

It was Friday afternoon; 30 
March , before the Nuclear Regu
latory Commission finally began to 
speculate openly about the possi
bility of a "meltdown" -the ulti
mate accident-and fully t11·o-and
a-half days before the Federal 
government itself. which has full 
res ponsibilit y for administering 
nuclear power . gave e1·idence that it 
was taking the situation seriously. 

It took three days before the final 
measurements for radiation outside 
the plant were taken. 

We in the United States ?ave had 
our experience of natural disasters 
- flash floods. bursting dams. 
tornadoes . hurricanes-and in each 
case the machinery of government 
has swung into action immediately. 
If any of these disasters had 
occurred at Three Mile Island the 
population wold have _been told to 
evacuate and the federal govern
ment would ha1·e stepped in with 
e1·en · concei1·able form of assistance . 

But from Wednesday 28 March to 
Tuesday 3 April. no orders for 
evacuation of the area were issued. 
Pennsylvania's new governor, 
Richard Thornburgh. did the next 
best thing. though . On Friday 30 
March. he urged pregnant women 
and small children to leave the area 
within a S-mile periphery. and 
ordered schools closed . 

The residents of central Penn-
sylvania are no strangers to fear. In . 
the past centurv the Susquchanna 
River has twice floo.ded its banks , 
causing millions of dollars worth of 
damages and sending residents 
fleeing . 

The half million people who live 
in the Harrisburg area still vividly 
recall the record flood of 1972 when 
the fire trucks passed through the 
streets at midnight. broadcasting 
the grim eviction message over 
loud\peakers. The mass hysteria 
was very real then, too. But with the 
flood they knew it would recede, and 
the1· would be able to return to their 
homes. even though damaged . 

But radiation run amok doesn't 
come in such a neat package. It 
produces a raw . gut . fear . a 
bone-chilling fear of the completely 
unknown. 

With the fut-ure of nuclear power 
itself on the line. the people of 

Metropolitan-Edison's nuclear plant at Three Mile Island, near Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania found that their lives 
were being batted back and forth 
between Harrisburg. Pa. and Wash
ington DC like volleyballs. 

Just how negligent the Carter 
administration was in these crucial 
early days can be gauged from the 
activities of the Environmental 
Protection Agency . The agency not 
only has responsibility for monitor
ing radiation. it also has at its 
disposal an extensive network of 
instruments and technicians to 
measure contamination of air and 
water in any part of the country. 

By noon. Friday (30 March) it 
had done nothing. Its spokesmen 
recited a Supreme Court ruling that 
was supposed -to inhibit its inter
vention in nuclear accidents. They 
said that the state of Pennsylvania 
now had to invite the fe.deral 
government to enter its territory 
before the Agency could act. 

.Even so, it was claimed they were 
sending one man to the site to find 
out for himself what was happening . 
Such was the response from the 
federal government until open talk 
of a meltdown began. 

On Friday morning. James 
Schlesinger. the government's top 
energy official. was declaring in 
Congress that the Three Mile Island 
accident merely underlined the safe · 
record of nuclear power. Even after 
the news Friday afternoon that a 

meltdown was possible , a Schles
inger aide said that the Secretary 
stood by his earlier ·statement . 

Very shortly after the accident
amid desperate attempts by Metro
politan-Edison officials to conceal 
the fact that a partial meltdown had 
already occurred and that in fact an 
ex plosion had occurred- environ
mentalists began to urge evacuation . 

go off "half-cocked ' ' . 
At midday Friday. Senator 

Kennedy announced he would hold 
hearings Saturday on the health and 
safety implications of the accident. 
These plans were abruptly cancelled 
at the request of the V\ hite House, 
on the grounds that major figures 
scheduled to testify would be busy in 
Harrisburg. 

Whatever the theoretical poten
tial of nuclear energy, big 
business cannot be trusted to 
. handle it safely 

They found it impossible to get 
any attention. 

On Friday morning, after Metro
politan-Edison engineers had 
dumped 400,000 gallons of radio
active water into the Susquchanna 
River . and allowed a radioactive 
steam "plume" to escape without 
telling anyone, Governor Thorn
burgh contemplated evacuation 
from areas around the plant. He 
was talked out of the idea by 
compan}' officers and federal offi
cials. A phone call from President 
Carter urged that there be no 
"panic" and that Thornburgh not 

By Saturday morning, infor
mation which had been coming 
from the different government 
departments stopped altogether. 
Instead. all calls were referred to the 
V.hite House or the Nuclear 
Regulation Commission. The infor
mation was now being centralised 
and controlled. 

It could be argued that this was a 
virtue in an emergency. It could also 
be argued that it is a technique for 
suppression. Only on Sunday. with 
Thornburgh at his side in Middle
town Borough Hall near the plant 
did Carter refer to evacuation but 
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tossed the ball back to Thornburgh. 
' 'There is . no secret about why 

Carter and other federal offiCials did 
not want to be in the- position of 
ordering · an evacuation involving 
thousands of people ," said the 
'Village Voice' (New York) . 

"Every evacuee would have fresh 
. in his mind the penalties of living 
near a nuclear plant . Every person 
watching or reading about" such an 
evacuation would know that the 
claims for the absolute saf~ty of 
nuclear power are spurious . Mass 
evacuation is the absolute evocation 
of threat : of lethal radiation , of 
destroyed property , of ruined and 
uninhabitable land in the wake of 
nuclear disaster . 

"The accident · at Three Mile 
Island' is the greatest single blow 
sustained by the nuclear industry. 
Mass evacuation would be the death 
knell . These are the motivating 
considera tions ; not the safety and 
well-being of the population." 

Ernest Sternglass. professor of. 
radio-logical physics at the Univer
sity of Pittsburgh School of Medi
cine , states that the accident at the 
Harrisburg nuclear power plapt may 
have exposed about a million people 
to up to 130 times more radiation 
than the governm ent has so far 
reported . The health effects of this 
exposure will be far more serious 
and long-lasting, he says. than the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) has so far acknowledged. 

The NRC reported only the 
external gamma radiation doses 
received from passing clouds of 
radioactive gases. It failed to 
calculate the total dose received by 
critical organs and bones from 
inhalation of fission gases , which 
produce the greatest biological 
damage . 

Although the NRC has cited 
maximum accumulated doses as 
being 80 millirems in the course of 
the week following the accident the 
true maximum doses to the lung , 
says Sternglass , may have been as 
large as 10,000 millirems. 

The NRC says the emissions 
cont ai ned mosth· the ,inert gases 
kn·rton and xenon which do not 
necessarily produce the greatest 
biological damage , but" the official 
statements fail to point out that 
these decay into more hazardous 
materials, including cesium , barium 
and strontium. 

Strontium 90 is regarded by the 
scientific community as the most 
toxic of all fission products pro-.: 
duced during nuclear testing. It 
collects in the bones and causes 
leuk ae mia and other cancers. In the 
past few months. however , the NRC 
has issued new regulations that will 
no longer make it necessary to 
report routinely the level of stron-
tium 90 in local soil and milk . · 

This is a cover-up of the serious
ness of the damage done at 
Harrisburg. _and consumers in the 
New York area will no longer buy 
milk coming from Pennsylvania . 
NRC is primarily concerned with 
protecting the nuclear industry. 

Repeatedly, government officials 
have compared radiation doses at 
Harrisburg to· those received during 
dental X-rays. Sternglass points out 
that a dental X-ray is confined to a 
couple of inches of relatively 
insensitive areas. At Three Mile 
Island. the whole body was exposed . · 
Furthermore , the dental X-ray is 
over in a fraction of a second, while 
the inhalation of strontium 90 ·will 
irradiate the bone and bone marrow 
for many decades after the indivi
dual has been exposed. It will also 
affect an infan"t developing in the 
mother's womb , possibly years later. 

Carter and the nuclear industry · 
are locked in an embrace which 
bodes ill for his re-election. Now he 
faces a growing mass movement , the 
opponents of I)uclear energy . One 
hundred. thousand have demon
strated in ~ ashington. It is · his 
misfortune that after years of · 
officiill lying abou t the safety of 

' nuclear power. the huck fin a llY 
a rrives at the O~al office in . the 
V. hite House during his term in 
office . 

22 June 1979 M I LIT ANT 9 

....... DEFEND THE -C~LOSED- ··· · · 
Once again t~e cry goes 
up by t~e Tory govern
ment and t~e ·kept 
press of big business
supported by Labour 
renegades like Wood
row Wyatt and Reg 
Prentice - for legal 
measures to be intro
duced against t~e trade 
unions. 

The fact that such a 
demand is being raised 
again by the opponents of 
the working class is no 
accident-nor was it mere- · 
ly an election gimmick on 
the part of the Tories. 
Central to the Tories' 
whole strategy of boosting 
the profi ts of their rich 
tinancial backt:rs is the 
fundamental issue of the 
power of the organised 
trade union movement. 
Britain 's capitalists see this 
power as being the major 
factor which stands in the 
way of their once again 
becoming a major power in 
the markets of the world. 

They invoke particular 
hatred against the closed 
shop, and particularly the 
pre-entry closed shop. The 
former is where workers 
have to join in order to 
continue employment, the 
latter is wher"e a worker has 
to be in the union before he 
takes up employment. 

Naturally, in many cases 
this deprives the employers 
of being as selective as they 
would like in filling vacan
cies, and it gives the unions 
the power to undermine 
the blacklisting of trade 
·union activists. 

The closed shop has its roots 
in historic trade union strug~ 
gles , the gains of which have 
been passed on _to present 
·generations of workers by the 
;pioneers of the movement. It is 
'firmly established in traditional 
craft industries like engineering 
and printing. 

The recent hysteria generated 
in the press in connection with 
the incident in Bradford where a 
worker had his union card 
withdrawn for having worked in 
a factory blacked by the union 
sixteen years previously, was an 
example of the spokesmen of big 
business seizing on an emotive 
aspect of the struggle in order to 
discredit the closed shop . · 

What was not explained in detail 
by the press was that the firm, 
Denby's, had locked out the workers 
for thirteen months and broken the 
union in the factory. They also 
introduced a black-list which they 
circulated throughout the textile 
industry-a move which resulted in 
the sacked shop-floor leaders being 
unemployed for nearly ten years . 

The press screamed that the 
tyrannical closed shop had ruined 
Christmas for that worker's chil
dren . What they didn't comment 
on was that the action of the 
employers sixtetn years before had 
ruined the Christmases of victimised 
workers' children for ten years. The 
union involved, the Dyers and 
Bleache_rs, haw· !'. ;'t'l"lUd hi<>tory ef 
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Democrat Teddy Kennedy-which 
forbids the closed shop in· those 
states where it is now legally 
recognised . 

Heath originally outlawed the 
closed shop. He quickly learned that 
what had been established as a 
result of decades of struggle cannot 
be removed by passing legislation in 
Parliament. By Tony Mulhearn 

Even before the serious struggle 
began against his Bill , which 
became known as the 'scabs' 
charter ' . concessions were made 
which recognised the 'Agency 
Shop' . For a time , this, along with 
the 'Official Solicitor' , postponed 
the titanic conflict between the 
Tories and the trade unions which 
culminated in the miners ' strike and 
the destruction of the Heath 
government in February 1974. 

Tony Mulhearn is a member of the National 
Graphical Association and Vice-president of 
Liverpool Borough Labour Party 

However , the deep crisis of the 
economy, where output and produc
tivity is only a third of the level of 
1960-73, will compel the Tories , in a 
desperate attempt to deliver the 
goods to their paymasters , to launch 
an attack as a prelude to driving 
down wages and. even more , to give 
the bosses the untramelled right to 
hire and fire labour at will , and to 
introduce short-time working as al"\d 
when it suits them. 

Like Heath before her, Thatcher 
will bite off more than she can chew . 
The Tories will learn that workers 
will not lightly give up a part of their 
organ isation which is now an 
accepted part of life in many 
sections of industry. They will not 
hand back to the employers the 
absolute right to determine wages 
and working conditions. 

struggle. They won the fight for the 
nine-hour day in Bradford 100 vears 
ago. as well ~s securing a m ini~mm 
wage. 

T~e shop stewards' 
organisation and 
s~op-floor democracy 
represent in embryonic 
form t~e elements of a · 
new and ~igher form of 
society, in Whic~ the 
working class will 
democrati_cally own 
and run industry and 
t~e state in t~e interests 
of t~e big majority. 

For the bosses, the closed shop 
represents an "intol~rable en
croachment" on their divine right to 
manage. The trade union power 
embodied in the closed shop gives 
the workers ' shop-floor represen
tativ_~s certain powers of checking 
and veto, vital elements of workers' 
control. 

In fact, the shop stewards' 
organisation and shop-floor demo
cracy represent in embryonic fonn 
the elements of a new and higher 
form ~of society, .in which the 
working class would democratically 
own and run industry and. the state 
in th,e interests of the big majority. 

This is why fhe employers and 
their Tory spokesmen are so bitterly 
hostile to the closed shop. It is not 
just a matter of political prejudice: 
there 'is a fundamental and irrecon-. 
cilable conflict of class interests . 

The closed shop means that the 
unions can veto the employers' 
rights to hire and fire . The closed 
shop means that the employer 
cannot draft in potential scab 
labour in order to prepare for a 
dispute, nor employ workers who 
would be prepared to work for less 
than the established union or 
shop-floor rate . 

It gives workers on the shop floor 
-'l feeling of solidarity which is now 
taken for granted by the new 
generation of workers who know no 
other conditions of working than 
where they themselves control many 
aspects of working life . 

·One factor of the last Labour 
government's policy which irritated 
the bosses in many sections ol 
industry was the Trade Union and 
Labour Relations Act which pro-

vided for closed shops (post-entry) . 
This provision made it compulsory 
for workers to join the appropriate 
union after taking ·up employment 
in a place where the closed shop was 
established . 

In many cases . this legislation 
merely formalised existing custom 
and practice. and even sections of 
the employers themselves were 
prepared to tolerate the position
especially du ring the period of the 
Socia l Contract when the officia l 
trade union organisation became 
virtual policemen of shop-floor 
workers and ensured the mainten 
ance of wage restraint. 

But once the rank and file ha'd 
. declared their opposition in action 

to any further wage restraint , then 
the closed shop became the focal 
point of the employers ' anger. 

The closed ·shop is now rooted in 
the consciousness of the shop-floor 
worker , and any attemp t to outlaw 
that conquest wi ll meet with the 
fi erce res istance of the organised 
trade unions. 

The struggle at 'The Times' 
between the print unions-par
ticularly the National Graphical 
Association- and Lord Thompson 's 
representative Marmaduke Hussey, 
which is now entering its seventh 
month , is a struggle for the 
continuation of the closed shop in 
the newspaper industry . 

This was underlined by state
ments made by Sir John Methven. 
director-general of the Confedera- T~e closed shop IS now 
tion of_ Bri~i sh Industry , who called· rooted in the 
for legislation to outlaw the closed . • 
shop. Immediately· after the Tory COnSCIOUSness Of the 
victory in t~e general election he s~op-floor workers: any 
reiterated this demand and called 
for provision to be made for the attempt to outlaw that 
right of ~orkers not to belong to a conquest will be met 
trade umon . • 

Here we see expressed the \\llh the fierce 
yearn_ing of the employing class in resistance of the trade 
Bntam to return to the "good old 
days" of the 1920s and '30s when unions. 
the bosses could select any number 
of workers from the unemployed 
and pay them starvation wages , 
using this as a threat to the re5t of 
the workforce . If they did not get in 
line. sackings would then take place 
and thei r jobs taken by the wretched 
unemployed who would work for a 
pittance . 

Nowadays. even with a million or 
more ·unemployed , workers are not 
prepared to go back to the practices 
of that dark period. Each non
unionised worker in a factory is a 
Trojan horse for the employers who 
will use them to undermine the 
solidarity at the point of production . 

So far . even Thatcher is exercis
ing caution in her approach to 
grappling with the question of the 
closed shop . They obviously still 
recall Heath's attempts to break 
what is now a symbol of workers ' 
power in Britain-and also in many 
other countries of the world . 

At this moment in America , ·the 
American Federation of Labour I 
Congress of . Industrial Organis
ations are campaigning against the 
so-called " Right to Work" Law
sponsored incidentally by " liberal" 

At stake is the right of the 
typographical unions to operate 
equipment which will directly 
replace traditional methods of 
production. So far every attempt to 
break the soliarity of the production 
workers- everi to the extent of 
printing 'The Times' abroad-has 
been thwarted by the local and 
international solidarity of the work- . 
ers involved . 

Any weakening of the closed shop 
will make the employer·~ task that 
much easier. 'The Times' manage
ment's objective is to reduce the 
labour force by at least a third . The 
six months ' lockout on 'The Times' 
has not broken the will of the unions 
to fight. This determination is a 
legacy of the closed shop. 

As well as being symbolic of trade 
union strength and organisation, it 
represents · the practical means 
whereby workers' working con
di tions and wages are protected and 
improved . Any attack on the closed 
shop must therefore be met with the 
full resistance of the trade union 
and labour movement. 

·, 
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An official Central African government poster showing what happens to thieves [or anyone who tries to take part of 
Bokassa 's Empire awa~· from him I 

FRANCE BIDS FAREWELL 
TO THE EMPEROR 

Last month in an hypo
critical · displaJ of virtue 
France announced it was 
cutting off military aid to 
the Bokassa dictatorship 
of the Central African 

· -- Empire. 

imperialism then. 
The real reason for the 

current displeasure of French 
capitalism is that the unpop
ularity of Bokassa amongst 
the people of his 'Empire' is 
beginning to rub off on 
French business interests. 

Apparently French imper- In earlier disturbances last 
ialism had just discovered the January, students singled out 
monstrous nature of the French buildings and French 
Bokassa regime , whose· only ministers (in the government) 
parallel in Africa is that ·of for attack. 

- · Equatorial Guinea where Bokassa could not even rely 
slavery still exists. on his own army to put down 

The French President , a the students-he confined. 
regular visitor to the Central them to barracks and called 
African Empire for his shoot- in those from the neighbour-
ing trips , was shocked to ing dictatorship in Zaire . 
learn from Amnesty Inter- Worried about the move-
national that 100 children ment against him , Bokassa 
aged from 8 years upwards , decided to reflect some of this 
had been battered , bayonet- opposition and put a com-
ted and smothered to death plaint against France down 
by Bokassa's troops . on the agenda of the Franco-

And awful as this massacre African summit last month . It 
was, it was nothing new in the was this , not the murder of 
Central African Empire. school-children , which ar-
Back in 1973, for instance .. oused the wrath of French 
Bokassa himself entered the imperialism. 
jails randomly to beat up and The Freach Minister of 
kill prisoners. Q,.el'Seti Development stated 

This was the man who in [befere the Amnesty Report] 
1977 spent £10 million duM by -anag this public 
(given by France) to cFOWII Mtaek oa Fl'IUIIL'e, Bokassa 
himself Eaperor. WJmst the h..t liiPied his political death 
majority of tlle people &.ed ia warn& 
gF. • • C paw.rty , Bakassa • FTallelt bas now decided to 
..... ·a· - thruae, a £3 m Man«:e it self from the 
... . d(H Jh"C'Mri=4 -rqin:, .... ~ the 
~ .._ i& -._ IM Ceatral Airicall Ambassadct-
cer: r 0 -' • ' Dr Paris ill ~- be was 

.._I I t• . ......_,~ .. --, '8 TS[ ._ _,. 'llfJ .- ...... 

tion movement (with himself 
as Preside t) . · 

Bokassa has not proved a 
totally reliable ally for France , 
since coming to power in a 
coup in 1%5. In 1969 a 
number of French firms were 
expelled and it took a visit by 
the French President to repair 
the damage . 

Uranium 
The country's most impor

tant natural asset is uranium, 
and here again Bokassa has 
been somewhat unreliable. 

France is expecting that the 
Central African Empire , to
gether with neighbouring 
Chad and Niger will be 
providing 60% of its uranium 
requirements by 1985. 

In 1969 a mining company 
was set up with 80% of the 
shares owned by French 
business and 20 o/o by 
Bokassa. Annoyed by French 
delay in mining , Bokassa 
unilaterally decided to give 
the mining rights to a Swiss 
firm . 

This time it took a visit by 
the French President's cousin 
to sort matters out, leaving 
French business with 30% of 
the shares , the Swiss firm 
with 30% and Bok.assa with 
40~o . 

Fnmcb imperialism is oow 
clearly worried tbat tbe 
dictatorship they helped to 
~- flligW ~it! damage 

to their interests. 
They can see how Bokassa 

tries to switch partners . He is 
apparently now in discussions 
with the Chinese and North 
Korean regime on moving his 
royal palace up country to his 
home village. 

In the past he has been 
wooed by the Libyan dictator, 
Gadaffi . Gadaffi visited Cen
tral Africa in 1976 and 
persuaded Bokassa to become 
a Muslim . When the pro
mjsed money did not mater
ialise, Bokassa reverted to 
Christianity _ 

French imperialism , it 
seems, has decided to begin to 
cut itself off from Bokassa . It 
will not cut off a ll ties as it is 
maintaining a £18 a year of 
non·-military aid. The ending 
of military aid has been a 
warnin g to Bokassa . 

France will safeguard its 
military position in the a rea 
by the new base it is 
est ablishing at Bouar . which 
will cover opera tion s in Zaire. 
Chad . and Centra l African 
Empire. 

But as recent events in 
Chad showed, this will net be 
able to shore up fOl' leag 
French imperialism's cnunhl
illg positon iD the whole of 
CftiRal Afriea.. 

BRAZIL 
Miracle, wh 
Every day they bury 40 babies in the Sao 
Paulo churchyard. The babies cannot 
stay, however. The .pressure on space is 
too great. 

Mter two years the 3,000 bodies are 
dug up, the markings removed and fresh 
graves prepared for the newly dead. 

That is the reality of 
the Brazilian 'econ
omic miracle' . A mir
acle which has seen 
the infant mortali ty 
rate shoot up by 3007o 
to 80 per 1,000 live 
births. 

E1·en if they surYi1·e in to 
yout h their prob lems are not 
o1·er. With living stand ards 
ha1·ing declined by 2S% over 
the IS years of mi lita ry ru le, 
fa milies cannot afford to feed 
their children. 

An .es timated 15 million 
child ren are thought to be 
aba ndoned , i. e. 25 % of the 
coun try'!;; j uvenile population. 

Survival into adult life 
brings new diffi culties . If you 
are fortunate enough to have 
a job (one in · three of the 
urban population are unem
ployed) your wages are likely 
to be abysmal. 

Workers on the national 
minimum wage would have to 
work 167 hours a week to 
purchase the official basic 
diet. 

fifteen years after the 
miracle began , most people 
are far poorer. A labourer 
would have to work twice as 
many hours to earn 1964 
wages. 

When the military came to 
power in a coup in 1964, they 
recognised that only the 
labour movement offered a 
real threat to their_ rule. One 
of their first acts after 
overthrowing a left-wing civ
ilian government was to make 
strikes illegal. 

They banned all existing 
political parties and created 
two themselves , one for 
government and one for 

opposition. Successive· p resi
dents dismissed 100 senators 
a nd congressmen for stepping 
out of line . 

T he Preside nt a lso was 
giYen the po"·er to take away 
citize ns' rights for ten years 
and to imp ri son people m
definitely without tria l. 

T hese measu res were ac
compa nied b1 a Dea th Squad 
11·hich ruth lessly hunted down 
oppos ition. Repression al
IOII·ed profi ts to rise and 
ind\IStrial p rodu ction mush
roomed . 

Industrialisation 
The last fifteen _years has 

seen the transformation of 
Brazil from a nation export
ing coffee and sugar into the 
tenth la rgest industrial pro
ducer in the world. 

52 % of exports a re now 
manu fa ctu red p roducts. Mul
tination als have flooded into 
the CO!lntry. 75 % of indus
trial production is foreign 
owned. 

The growth of industry has 
led to the creation of a mass 
working class , with 61 o/o of 
the population in the urban 
areas . 

It is this working class 
drawing other oppressed sec
tions of the population behind 
it , which now threatens the 
regime . Just as in Iran , it is a 
new young. working class 
prepared to battle with a 
dictatorship. 

"I admit miracles can 
happen because I believe in 
God but I can't let them 
if they rob those who already 
have nothing. We want to get 
back what was taken away 
from us at the time of the 
so-caUed Brazilian miracle." 

-·~ 



By Phil Frampton 

Bt Miracle? 
Luis- da Silva, Brazilian 

union leader ['Financial 
Times' 10.1.79j. 

In Brazil, ever mounting 
waves of strikes are threaten
ing to topple the rule of the 
generals. Some of the indus
trialists, fearful that their 
wealth will be carried away by 
a movement of the oppressed 
classes, have been moved to 
demand an end to the reign of 
terror. 

E1 • Prc~idcnl Geisel's reforms 
wt.•rt• a shan1 

Women took to the streets at 
the same time demonstrating 
against rising prices. 

But a 'Times' reporter 
(13.11. 78) glibly described 
the Bra zilian worker as 
··reliable. and rarely goes on 
strike. There were stoppages 
of a few clays earlier this year 
but these were the first in a 
decade.'' 

Others were not so intox
icated by the past. They could 
see the stormclouds all 
around. Unrest in the army 
had led · to officers being 
disciplin;:d and e1·en football 
stars were openly demanding 
political amnesty. 

Demonstrations had taken 
place attacking racial dis
crimination against blacks 
and one Catholic bishop was 
demanding revolution. 

Bac k in 1 uly some top 
industrialists had issued a 
state ment calling for more 
democracv. As the autumn 
str ike w~ve began retiring 
President. General Geisel. 
announced severa l sham re
.form s. 

They were "a contrivance 
to maintain authoritarian-

ism ... declared General Ben
tes . leader of the Brazilian 
Democratic Movement (the 
MDB is the official 'oppo
sition'). 

At the same time , the 
·rinancial Times' hurried to 
calm British investors: "Many 
observers here feel that if the 
Brazilian regime has sought 

· to 'open up ' it is because 
national circumstances and 
the national mood make it 

_inadvisable to continue auto
era tic control. .. ( 28.9. 78). 

This national mood was 
demonstrated by the farcical 
elections in November with 
the two official parties com
peting. With voting compul
sory. protest votes were 
channelled through the MDB 
who received over 60o/o 
nationally and an even higher 
vote in the main cities. 

Mass strikes 
In Sao Paulo it went 5 to 1 

against Arena . the govern
ment party. In addition 10 % 
abstained and IS % deliber
a te ly spoiled or left their 
paper blank. All told. a 70 % 
1·ote against Geisel but Arena 
still remain·ed in power! 

General Geisel has si nce· 
been replaced by General 
rigueiredo as president. On 
the day of his inauguration in 
March. 250 .000 11·orkers in 
Sao Pau lo began a strike for a 
77 .1 O:o 11·age increase ( infla
tion is n0\1' 01·er JOQ 0 (, ). 

This time bus drivers and 
tea..:hers joined in. r or two 
11·eeks they engaged in battles 
with the police and army. 

The police took over the 
tljlion headquarters. These 

strikes received the support of 
millions and the backing of 
the Catholic church. Al
though da Silva subsequently 
called off the strike many of 
the employers ca1·ed in . 

"Brazil will not be another 
Iran ... were the bold words of 
Figueirido 's attorney ( 'Guar
dian ' 15 .3.79). The generals 
in April began a hesitant 
retreat in the face of more 
strikes and an emboldened 
opposition. 

fleury. head of the Death 
Squad. was killed by ·an 
accident on his yacht'. In
creased taxes on the rich, 
price controls and even demo
cracy by 1985 hav\'! now been 
promised. 

But this is unlikely to halt 
the mighty force ofthe work
ers which has developed 
during the 'Brazilian mir
acle'. 

How can the Brazilian 
ruling class meet the needs of 
the workers? If in a time of 
boom and plent)· the)' impov
erished the wor.kers, the 
problems created by the fierce 
competion of the current 
world slowdown dictate even 
worse measures if Br~zilian 
capital is to sunive. 

The wealthy see more 
battles ahead. The working 
class is young ( 11·ith half the 
popu lation under 19). Wit
nessing this new force. e1·en 
sect ions of the MOB are 
di scussing the formation of a 
socialist part1·. 

Ho11·e\·er. e1·en if they 11·ere 
to nominallv form such a 
mo,·ement their record of 
sla1·ish kneeling before the 
junta ,,.otdd make it imposs
ible that they could lead the 
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I U"/o •·oted against the militar~·'s main party. They stayed in power. 

workers to topple the capital
ists. 

The formation of a party 
able to lead a struggle to 
expropriate the multination
als . the banks and large 
landowners remains the task 
of the leaders of the new 
factory committees who. wel
ded in struggle with the 
farmworkers and peasants 
could o1·erthrow the generab 
and the ruling elite and begin 
the construction of a socialist 

Brazil. 
Under the leadership of the 

working class , all oppressed 
strata could be drawn into 
united and organised struggle 
against the capitalists and 
their 'miracles' . The horror of 
ea rly death which stalks every 
worker's family in Brazil 
could end. and a country 
which potentially has so much 
co give its people could 
actually begin to realise · that 
potential. 

One of the first signs of the 
re-emerge nce of the working 
class as a fighting force came 
on Mav 12th 1978. 

REVOLT AGAINST ROYAL DICTATORSHIP 
The- Sao Bernarclo metal-

1\·orkers struck for a 20 o/o 
wage increase and the strike 
spread like wildfire through 
the Sao Paulo industrial zone. 
50.000 workers came out. 

The government henchmen 
in the unions were by-passed 
as the strikers set up factory 
committees and issued mani- · 
fcstos demanding the right to 
st rike. independent unions . 
more wages etc . In the face of 
arrests and dismissals. the 
workers have once again 
discovered their power. 

A new surge of strikes 
began in September last year 
but this time there were 
250.000 industrial workers 
out and they were joined by 
doctors and bankworkers. 

The Nepalese masses 
·are in revolt. 

The students of 
Nepal from the prim
ary school to the 
university level are on 
strike · demanding 
release of political 
prisoners and demo
cratic rights. 

Peasants ·are de
manding tenancy 
rights and security of 
tenure. They are star
ving and demanding 
cheap grains. 

Workers of several 
industrial towns are 
on strike demanding 
the right to form 
unions, fair service 
conditions, perman
ency and rea·sonable 
wages. 

For the last two months 
demonstrations have been 
taking place e1·e ry dav all o1·er 
Nepal. The King' s palace and 
army arc resorting to firing on 
and killing de mon strators. 

So far about 500 people 
ha1 e been killed and about 
1.000 injured by the police. 
.-\bout 1.200 peop le have bee n 
:tJTC'itCd. 

Having failed to put down 
the upsurge. the king ts 
taking steps to defu se the 
si tuation. He is reported to 
ha \·c L·onceded all the dem
ands of the students and e1·en 
to ha,-e released so me polit
ical prisoners. But the agi
tation continues. 

The present dynastic rule of 
the late King Mahendra and 
his son Birend i came to power 

the popula r uprising agaii1st 
the pre1·ious Rana regime. 

After assuming p011·er King 
Mahenclra maintained his 
rule throu g h terror. He 
suppressed all the democratic 
desires of the toiling Nepali 
peop le: putting in. jail all 
those who protested against 
h is tHann1·. ba nning all 
radica l political parties who 
fought for es tablishing a 
de mocra tic and egalitarian 
soc ie tY in Nepal and prohib
iti ng a ll legitimate trade 
union activities of -workers 
and any mobili sa tion of 
the agrarian proletariat and 
poor kisans against their 
oppressors. 

Feudal 
After Mahendra's death in 

the year 1972 hi s son Bihen
dra. trained and educated in 
Hanard (USA) the so called 
centre for supplving demo
natic values to the world. 
took o1·c r the regime. 

He follows admirablY in the 
foohteps of hi s father. In 
some respects he ha s e1·en 
surpassed him. 

Like the' C;ar ist rule in 
Ru"ia prior to the !91 7 
1·e1·olution the King·, dynastic 
:·u le pe!·,on i fied the bac·k · 
11ardne'~ of Ncpali society. 
Compa:·ed to Nepal of 1979. 
Rth,ia ''~" industrial~\· and 
politiL·allY Jar more ad 1·ancecl 
uthicr the (;_,tr. 

L1 c' ot toda,- 96 '' 0 of the 
Nepali population li1·es in 
~ - ill~Jgcs. HardlY 2''u of the 
la i,our force is emplo1·ed in 
inliustn·. 
Th~ coun t n ·,tcle sult~r s 

lrom all po"ihk forms of 
kt~<lal and SL'llli-leuclal op
pression. There i, an excessi1 c 
c·onct:ntration of land in the 
hand-; nf a 'mal l minoritv 

consisting of royal families 
and the ir henchmen. 

The 01erall percentage of 
literacy is hardly IS % and 
among 11·omen it may not be 
higher than O.S "o . The path
etic plight of Nepali woman
hood can be realised from the 
ex tremeh· high rate of female 
suicides in Nepal and large 
sc·ale rec ruitment of Nepali 
gi rl s as prostitutes in India 
and other nations. 

E1en after the introduction 
of so-called land reforms . 
land concentration has hardly 
been affected. The sa me 
glaring inequalities in distri
bution of land-holdings pre
Yail as before the land 
reforms. though with certain 
shifts. 

Initiation of so-called 
National Panchayat (Council) 
S1·stem under the growing 
pressure for democracy by 
the Nepali toiling strata is a 
big fraud perpetuated by the 
King to hoodwink the people 
and imprm·e his image ab
road. Under thi s scheme the 
King nominates his own 
stooges as a representative of 
the Panchayat Samiti at the 
local and national levels. 

Exploitation 

Similarh· the King also 
nominates the Prime Minister 
o~ mi a Cabinet in order 
:"enti alh· to blame them for 
h" doings "·hene,·er he so 

"io 11·onder then that the 
political situation in Nepal is 
quite unsettled and distur
!J in!-! Conside rab le discontent 
prc·,ai ls in rural as 11·ell as 
urban areas against the brutal 
e xploi tati o n by landlord s. 
Sahukars and capita lists and 
agai nst the oppressiH: rule of 
\1 I . J" Y. 

In various parts of Nepal in 
the countryside , the poor 
kisans and agricultural lab 
ourers have started mobilis
ing. forming their Secret 
Committees and agitating for 
minimum wages and equit
able distribution of land. 

In cities the proletariat and 
the students have become 
more vocal against the ty
ranny of the monarchic rule. 

Murders 
Unfortunately despite the 

growing discontent of the 
toiling strata, a political party 
with an adequate organisa
tional basis evenly spread in 
rural and urban areas and 
working on a clear Marxist, 
Leninist revolutionary pers
pecth·e which could -mobilise 
the exploited and properly 
articulate their demands ap
pears to be missing. 

As a matter of fact . left 
parties have split into various 
smaller groups at loggerheads 
with each other. Bourgeois 
parties are also divided. 

for instance. ex Prime 
Minister Koirala 's bourgeois 
Congress Party has been 
di1·ided into four groups over 
the mode and nature of 
co-operation to be extended 
to the King in order to 
transfer the present absolute 
rule into so -called constituti
ona l MonarchY. 

Koiral a 's breaking with 
and making up with the late 
King Mahendra and now with 
his so n Birendra has become 
pr01·erb ial. In his latest 
instance he has now joined 
hands with the King . and has 
\larted extending 11·i lling co
opera tion to the King in 
perpetuation of hi s tyranny. 

The depth of the degrad
~~-

rpached could be seen from 
the fact that he has no moral 
courage even to oppose the 
brutal murders of two revol
utionaries Bhim Narayan 
Shrestha and Yagya Bahadur 
Thapa who have been recently 
executed for protesting ag
ainst the tyrannic rule of the 
monarchy. 

The King at the moment is 
busy wooing rightists as well 
as left political groups under 
the pretext of introducing 
some constitutional form of 
government under his overall 
sovereignty. with a view to _ 
throwing some positions to 
the aspiring opportunistic 
leadership of those· parties 
and thereby obtaining polit
ical sanction for his oppres
sive rule . 

One can get a faint idea of 
the tyrannical rule from the 
figures of the persons exec
uted by the King since 1951. 

NUMBER Of PERSONS 
KILLED 

Under the pretext of 'encoun
ter' - 769 
Executed-ll 
Shot-5 .000 
In jails (as reported)-12,000 

At the initiative of the 
Nepali Samajawadi Parisad 
some of the left groups have . 
forged a solidarity front 
named 'Nepali Krantikari 
Ekta Manch' (i.e. Nepali 
Revo lutionary Unity Plat
form) with a view to mobilis
ing the toiling masses of the 
Nepalese society to unitedly 
resist the tyranny of the King 
and jointly strike to overthro"· 
the monarchy and establish-a 
workers' democratic state in 
Nepal. 

R R Sarwahara 
(President. Nepali 

Samajwacli Parishacl 
Mayur Socie ty) 

I 
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Putting 
profit in 

-their tanks 
Dear Comrades 

Local motorists on the A66 
in North .Yorkshire . are now 
faced with a round trip of 
more than twenty miles after 
the only petrol filling station 
in the area was closed down . 

The reason was that turn
over at the site was not large 
enough 'to justify delivery of a 
few hundred gallons every 
month. So the other day a 
tanker siphoned off the rem
aming fuel and the oil 
comp a ny announced they 
would be filling the tanks 
again soon-with concrete! 

·Rural areas of the north
east are dry of petrol while 
government ministers talk of 
ending the crisis of supply by 
letting prices rip to reduce 
demand . 

The capitalist class and 
their Tory lackeys are quite 

\. · insensitive to our needs . They 
insist on reducing public 
transport , plus some freight 
services . to lower the public 
sector demand for oil-and 
yet what does this mean 
except an increase in the 
demand for fuel for transport 
of goods which then will have 
to be moved by road? 

In other words more profit 
for the road hauliers but 
higher prices for you and me 
as a result . 

It is only by planning the use 
of finite fuels; the adoption of 
a fuel policy and an integ
rated transport system within 
a socialist economy that these 
crises can be averted and 
people live in comfort. 

In the next few months the 
working class will learn by 
bitter experience the necessity 
of die nationalisation of the 
commanding heights of the 
economy. 

On this basis we can plan 
production and consumption 
for the needs of society 
ln~tead of the piracy of 
Blackbeard Joseph and his 
cut-throats! 

Fraternally 
Kevin Gent 
.North West' Durham 
Labour Party 

COMMON MARKET MADNE~l~:Chr i s Da 1 ies( Rep <> r t ) 
Dear Comrades 

A lot of cant marked the Tories' 
Euro-Election campaign. The honours 
however must go to Nicholas Ridley, known to 
the movement for his plans to "take on" 
certain unions whilst steering clear of e>thers. 

At a meeting in Nottingham he referred to 
the scandalous "surpluses" : wine and milk 
lakes, apple and beef mountains as "human 
error" . So here we have it: the 6 ,~ tons of 
cauliflower and half a million apples 
[ • Militant' 455] destroyed were a ;nistake. 

Far from it! Policies are deliberately cal
culated to maximise prices [and so profits]. 
There is every incentive for ovecproduction
as farmers are guaranteed a buyer 
[governments using taxpayers' money]. 

The· only "human error" is that we allow 
this crazy system and its representatives to 
carry on for so long! 

Fraternally yours 
Leon Kaplan 
Rotherham COHSE 

Pick of 
the voters SOOALISM-THE PRACfiCE 

Dear Comrades 
I would like to bring to your 

attention a letter I came 
across in the 'Bristol Evening 
Post' . 

The person writing in says 
that it is far too easy for any 
one to vote . He says that 
'voting should be a privilege 
obtained by a licence given 
only to those who show they 
know the basics of politics in 
Britain". 

The man suggests interview 
boards be set up and people 
should answer questions to 
assert their political know
ledge in order to obtain a 
licence. 

He hopes that by the time 
of the next election people 
would have a better political 
knowledge and education as , 
he claims "The vast majority 
of the British working class 
have as much political under
standing as a brussel sprout". 

I wonder who he thinks 
would choose the people on 
these boards and who would 
test them to see whether they 
have enough political know 
ledge to say whether other 
people could vote. 

It seems to me that he is a 
Tory who instead of returning 
to the 1930s would like to 
return to the 1830s when only 
the rich and privileged could • 
vote . 

After all . if the author of 
the letter had his way only the 
rich and privileged would be 
on the boards and undoub
tedly only those who show 
their capitalist views would be 
given the licence to vote. 

Yours fraternally 
K Hawkins 
South Gloucestershire 
LPYS 

AND THE THEORY 

Dear Comrades 
I would like to congratulate 

Steve Glennon for his article 
in issue 455 . " You Don 't 
Need A Degree'. As a relative 
newcomer (I actually joined 
the Labour Party just before 
the election campaign began) 
I believe that his article has a 
particular relev~!lce to people 
such as myself. 

I joined the Labour Party 
basically because I was , as 
Steve Glennon describes it . " a 
Gut Socialist '. I quickl y 
realised however . that in 
comparison with other mem
bers of the LPYS I was sadly 

lacking in political theory. 
I tried to rectify this by 

embarking on a programme 
of reading . 

I had barely begun my task 
when the election campaign 
began , and this , of course , 
took precedence. During the 
campaign I discussed politics 
with many people who held all 
kinds of views. 

I believe that I successfully 
answered most criticisms and 
question. but I was occassion
ally unable to give satisfactory 
answers. I always made a 
point of discussing th~se 
p a rt icular incidents wtth 

experienced comrades . 
On each occassion I was 

given a good reply to use if I 
was later confronted with the 
same arguments. Thus my 
own personal experiences 
have shown me that 'Gut 
Socialism' is not enough. 

You must have a sound 
grounding in theory , which if 
it is allied to 'Gut Socialism' , 
will enable you to answer all 
criticisms and questions . 

Yours fraternally 
Simon Duerden 
Ipswich LPYS 

Political action-what alternative? 
Dear Comrades 

I write to apologise that I'm 
not worth the 2.5 o/o pay rise 
our bosses are getting! I am a 
psychia tric nurse . working 
eleven hours a night . often 
short -staffed and sometimes 
looking after two wards at a 
time . occasionally having to 
deal with unusual situations . 

Obviously a .boss sat on his 
backside all day, except to get 
up for a round of golf. is 
worth 25 % extra when the 

· rest of the workers are 
expected to live c~ peanuts. 

Our 9.% rise reco1'Hjy has 
already been eaten up by 
higher taxes-(what a shame 

I'm not one of the elite few . 
otherwise I could have bene
fited from the Tories ' prom
ised tax cuts) and an increase 
in hospital food charges. In 
fact the list is endless. 

We've all read of school 
students and college students 
taking their own lives because 
of the bleak prospect of 
unemployment , ordinary wor
kers committing suicide be
cause of redundancy and old 
people killing themselves be
cause they simply cannot 
afford to live. 

Yet we now have Callaghan 
asking us not to take any 
political action to achieve a 

socialist society . Of course the 
rank and file of the labour 
and trade union movement 
have more sense . 

We know the only way of 
defeating the evil and rotting 
capi talist decay is by imple
menting a socialist planned 
economy. What is the alter
native-faced with this most 
reactionary Tory government 
ever-to commit suicide? 

Yours fraternally 
Stuart Russell 
Glouce ster CLP and 
COHSE 

It's -Christmas-if you're rich 
Read 
the 

'Militant' 
Dear Comrades 

Now that Christmas has 
arrived early for the already 
wealthy in our society-the 
hospital consultants, Appeal 
Court judges, admirals, field· 
marshals, and similar pro· 
ductive workers, then surely 
the majority in our society, ie. 
the working class can look 
forward to similar percentage 
type increases- in relative if 
not absolute money terms
no~ that the green light ·has 
been activated. 

Of course, some will argue 
that admirals, field marshals, 

etc need another £70 to £80 
per week, with petrol prices 
now around the £1 mark 
when they are so unfortunately 
saddled with their Mercedes 
and similar energy sa,·ing 
machines; so necessary if they 
are to travel in comfort after a 
gruelling day on the golf 
course or even occasionally at 
the office. 

Thatcher's promised tax 
cuts will do little for the 
countrv's 8 112 million pen
sioner~ or 1 v. million unem· 
ployed, and it is incontrover
tible that increases in V AT 

will hit the poor much more 
than the country's rich. 

The Tories have always 
been good at helping their 
section of society but the 
speed of the government's 
action is truly remarkable. 

After onlv one month in 
office, the Tories are clearly 
demonstrating their commit
ment to their belief that the 
rich should get richer and the 
poor poorer. 

Yours sincerely 
Councillor B Fleetwood 
Hull City Council 

every 
week 

see back page 
for 

subscription 

form and rates 

Bosses' 
'unity' 
a sham 

Dear Comra des 
With the European elec

tions now behind us I think it 
is worth again considering our 
position as socialis ts towards 
the EEC. or indeed any 
attempt to unify Europe on 
the basis of capitalism . 

My attention was drawn to 
a passage written by Trotsky 
in his book 'The Permanent 
Revolution' (p 112) . He wrote 
in 1905 whilst discussing the 
prospects for revolution in 
Europe : 

"European governments , 
from the moment the prolet
ariat began to stand on its 
own feet , have always feared 
to place before it the choice of 
war or revolution. 

"It is precisely this fear ot 
the revolt of the proletariat 
that compels the bourgeois 
parties, even while voting 
monstrous sums for military 
expenditure , to make solemn 
declarations in favour of 
international arbitration 
courts and even of the 
organisation of a united states 
of Europe. 

"These pitiful declarations 
can. of course, abolish neither 
antagonisms between states 
nor armed conflicts ." 

If only the Labour Party 
nationally had taken up the 
demands of the 'Militant' , 
pointing out that the interests 
of the workers in this country 
are identical with those 
abroad . 

If they had called for the 
uniting of countries through
out Europe on the basis of 
socialism , with all the plan
ning that goes with it , then we 
would · not have seen the 
inevitable low turnout on 

. Thursday. 
With what lies ahead, the 

slogan 'Workers of the World 
Unite ' is even more necessary. 

Yours fraternally 
Suri Krishnamma 
Vice Chairman IOW LPYS 

If you 
believe 
this ... 

Dear Comrades 
Just recently advertisements 

for jobs at British Leyland , 
Longbridge. have appeared in 
the local newspapers . One 
part of these adverts claimed 
" Earn up to £135 a week" . 

After various. rather an
noyed people demanded ex
planations. a company spo· 
kes man replied that a main 
tenance fitter working -per
manent nights , with full 
parity rate . night shift allow· 
ance and ten hours overtime 
per week could reach this 
figure . 

Unfortunately we haven't 
received any parity pay yet , 
and an agreement within the 
plant limits overtime to thirty 
hours per month so this figure 
is not attainable . 

I think Saatchi and Saat
chi had better watch out. Our 
Personnel Dept could be after 
their jobs. 

Bob Geoghegan , T&GW U 
Long bridge 
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Immediate prospects 
of 2 million unem
ployed and 200Jo infla
tion-that's official! 
It's in a Treasury 
report that's meant to 
be circulated through 
government depart
ments for 'guidance'. 

But it's also something 
the government doesn't · 
want to shout about. In 
fact, as our editorial 
shows, they tried to keep it 
quiet, in case those most 
affected-the working 
class-decided it had had 
en·ough and moved into 
action against the people 
responsible. 

Coming straight on top of 
the budget this little piece of 
news certainly should at least 
prompt every 'Militant' read
er into action . It only bears 
out, after all , just what 'Mili
tant' has been saying. 

Make sure that YOU get 
the paper that tells the· truth 
every week. Sell a copy to as 
many workers as you can 
reach. Let them see the facts 
about exactly who is res
ponsible for the mess we're in 
and let them also see our 
appeals for cash! 

We urgently need another 
£15 ,000 by July 7th to reach 
our target of £42,500. Every 
penny is vital in getting the 
resources to step up the 
campaign for socialism! And 
the pennies all add up. 

Supporters in Bracknell 
demonstrate the point this 
week. 'The pennies and 1/2 

pennies they 'put by' amoun
ted to £3.66 for the 'Militant'. 
Every reader could take this 
kind of action and make a 
regular donation. 

Thous a nds of readers, 
however hard up , give am
ounts like the 4Sp and the 60p 
that M Pitman and Y 
McGregor in Norwich gave 
this week . 

Many hundreds , we are 
confident, could pledge them
selves to £1 or even £2 a \\'eek 
to build the 'Militant' and , at 
a push find a fiver or even a 
tenner on 'special occasions'. 

But fewer-only the rather 
lucky 'Militant' supporters, 
like J Sheppard of Kirkdale 
who won a £25 prize can 
afford to give larger amounts . 
We particularly welcome the 
'expenses' given to trade 
unionists and Labour Party 
members handed straight 
back into the labour move
ment via the 'Militant' -its 
Marxist voice and weapon in 
the class struggle. 

Last week POEU suppor
ters collected £105 at their 
conference. and NALGO sup
porters are expected to raise 
even more! But perhaps the 
m.ost heartening contribut
ions this week were the £6.50 
collected from workers at the 
Alan Smith Group (AUEW) 
Leeds and the £S from 
Littlehampton Labour Party 
"in recognition of the good 
work done for socialism by 
the 'Militant'." 

These and many other 
contributions (some of them 

. listed below) have helped 
reach another excellent total 
of £1,831.51. Every supporter 
must endeavour to follow 
their example in the coming 
2-3 weeks. 

The one most unlikely to be 
followed, however, in terms of 
amount [though we hope it 
will be in terms of the spirit of 
conviction] is the gigantic 
£1,000 donation from a young 
supporter who no doubt could 
have found other ways of 
spending it! 

'Militant' is a workers' 
paper and depends for its 
staple diet on the pennies and 
pounds of the mass of its 
readers. We welcome anyone 
from a more privileged back
ground 'throwing their lot in' 
with the working class as a 

£15,000 
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Gosport). Also congratula
tions on the many excellent 
donations from Labour Party 
Young Socialists and Labour 
students . Oxford LPYS .sent 
£60 and Perry Barr and 
Erdington £27 between them! 
Reading and Royal Holloway 
College students sent a help
ful £4.91. 

Individual donations in
cluded: £10: Mrs S Salingar 
(Hull), M Mearns (E Kil
bride). £8: J Legg (E Kilbride) 
S Russell (Gloucester COH-

IN A FORTNIGHT 
- SE). £5: S Brooke (Leeds 

POEU) . £4: J Donnelly (E 
Kilbride). £3.65: Andy Her
bert (Hammersmith) . £2.50: I 
Lowes (G&MWU Convenor; 
Liverpool Corporation) . £2: S 
Marchini (EETPU Hackney), 
R Barker (Bradford LP) . 
£1.50: K Slattery (Germany) . 
£1.20: P Gunn (Salford). 

Build 

Progress towards year's target - l'r ·!-'re~' ,\,ard ~ Jul y 7 h :arge · .. 

1 
1,050 

734 
-+-+-+-1--+--i 2,310 

1,368 
1,231 
1,207 
1,411 
2,935 
1,650 

535 
958 

1,566 
1,176 

600 
563 

1,981 
5,273 

£1 came from: Jane Puis
ford (school student, Cardiff), 
P McKellion (student, Nott
ingham), Jackie Pickles (day's 
tip from a waitress in Poole), 
S Sherlock (Teeside), E 
Williams and J Gallacher 
Westgate LP, Gloucs), . D 
Meades (Gosport), L Marsh 
(Tyneside), H Erasmus 
(Caerphilly LPYS). . 

Fund-raising events inclu
ded : a weekend Euro-canvass 
£20 (Liverpool); jumble sale 
£24 (Oxford), 50s Club 
Wakefield £21.20, Dave's 
'non-smoking' £4 (Bridling
ton) and John Woulfe's TV 
appearance £2. 

"Tories Out" badges £1.75 
(Nottingham), pontoon: F 
Wardal £14 and E Goodby 
£2.50 (Birmingham), pontoon 
£.5· (E Kilbride) and fur toys 
£7 and "kids and comrades" 
evening £3 .33 (Bracknell). 

Mick Levene's farewell 
party got £22.50 for Coventry 
(nearly 200 people attended 
this historic event). Collecting 
tin £2.30 (Hackney), lifts £2. 
(Dagenham) , £2 (Liverpool) , 
laundry £1 (Portsmouth), iron 
£1.50 (Slough). 

TARGET FORTHE·YEAR £85,000 -TARGET FOR JULY 7th £42,500 
Tea and coffee: £2.44 

(Ryde), £1.35 (Shanklin) , £1 
(Slough), "fags" £2.80 (New
port IOW) , sandwiches £1.66 
(Nottingham). Euro-bet £2 
(E London) , election book 
£ 1.10 and beer levy £2. 10 
(Gloucester), Russian stamps 
£2 (Leeds), selling a book £2 
(Stevenage) and Christchurch 
supporters £12. 

e e 
whole , especially when 'Mili
tant' becomes the 'benefici
ary'. 

But look at where we would 
have been this week without 
that £1,000! We doubt if 
there will be another such 

RATES: 
CLASSIFIED: Sp per word. 
Minimum ten words. 
SEMI-DISPLAY: £2 per 2 
column centimetres. 
All advertisement copy should 
reach this office by SA TUR
DAY. 

MiliTANT ADS 
BIRMINGHAM Militant Pub
lic Meeting : 'Spanish Socialist 
Party moves left'. Speaker: 
Darrell Cozens (Coventry SE 
Labour Party). The Foyer, 
Doctor Johnson House , Bull St , 
Birmingham City Centre . Fri
da.y 22nd June 7.30pm. 

CLECKHEATON Militant 
Public Meeting. 'Which Way 
forward for Labour?' Speaker, 
Peter Watson (Bradford Labour 
Party) . 7.30pm. Tuesday 26 
June, at Marsh Hotel, Bradford 
Road . Cleckheaton 

DAGENHAM & EAST LON
DON Militant Public Meeting. 
'Fight the Tory attacks' . Speak
ers: Jim Brookshaw (AUEW 
'Times'), De n nis O'Flynn 
(AUEW Senior Steward , Foun
dry . Ford Dagenham). 7.30 
pm . Monday 25 June Dagen
ham Labour Hall , Green Lane . 
Dagenham . 

NEWCASTLE Militant Read· 
ers' Meeting 'The Oil Crisis
who is to blame? ' Speaker: John 
Pickard . Sunday 1s t July . 
7.00 pm , Newcastle Trades 
Council Centre for the Unem
ployed. 9 Queen Stree t, off the 
Quayside , at the bottom of. 
Dean Street. Newcastle. 

WEST MIDS Militant suppor
ters '500 club' draw . Results 
announced on 16th June: 1s t 
prize (£200) -ticket 519. Steve 
Willis (Erdington LPYS) ; 2nd 
prize (£20) ticket 815 , Pat 
Dunne (Bakers ' Union , Stoke) ; 
3rd prize (£10) ticket 956, L Ali 
(Erdington). 4 th prize (4 prizes 
each of £5 each): ticket621, Jim 
Ht>oker (Handswonh Labour 
Party); ticket 992. R Tidmarsh 
(Rover Solihull); ticket 742. W 
Lnwe (Wythenshawe LPYS) ; 
ticket 926. Martin· Kavanagh 
(Rover Solihull TGWU). 

SEAHAM Marxist Discussion 
Group. 'The Communis t Mani
fes to pans 3 and 4'. Thursday 
July 5t h. 7.30 pm , 6 William 
J,,hnson Street. Munon. 

expect a flood of £1,QOOs or 
even £lOOs (though, of course, 
we won't refuse them if they 
come) but we do appeal for a 
stream of tenners, fivers, and 
oners , to give us what we need 
for the next step forwards 

EASTERN REGION LP CON
FERENCE Militant Meeting. 
'Afte r the elections: future 
prospects for Labour' . Hear: 
Teresa MacKay (delegate , 
Ipswich LP): Bob Edwards 

(Harlow LP member). Chair
man: Jane James (Stevenage 
LP and YS regional chairman). 
Ipswich Town Hall. room 2, 
af te r co nference-5.15 pm 
start. Saturday 23rd June . 
socia l afte rwards. 

PRINTED 
SWEATSHIRTS 

Sizes : S-32-34": M--74-36": 
L-38-40": XL-40-42": 
Child's-26". 28". 30" 

£5.50 incl. postage & packing 
Offer lasts until July 13th 

Send size and colour preference 
with postal order !o: R Harris. 
:! ..J9 Mar~ate Rd . Ramsgate, Kent. 

ALL PROCEEDS 
FOR FIGHTING FUND 

with the ' Militant' . 
Many thanks to all this 

week's contributors including 
the many who gave to 
collections at 'Militant' meet
ings and discussion groups 
(especially in Leeds and 

HOUGHTON - LE • SPRING 
Marxist Discussion Group. 
'The Communist Manifes to, 
pans 3 and 4'. Thursday June 
28th . 7·.30 pm. 13 Finchaie 
Court. West Rainton , near 
Houghton- le-Spring 

By Oare Doyle 

CANTERBURY book raffle 
result: 1st prize (collection of 
socialist books) : Mary Walm
sley (UKC Labour Club); 2nd 
prize ( collec lion of socialist 
pamphlets): Peter Hutson 
(U PW Canterbury) 

. MILITANT 
WEEKEND SCHOOL 

Friday June 29th to Sunday July 1st 
At: Goldsmith's College Students' Union, 

Lewisham Way, London S.E.l4. 

Courses on: 
* Marxist Economics * Marxist Philosophy * Marxism and the Trade Unions * Ireland: History and Perspectives 
* Russian Revolution * The Labour Party 

Friday evening: film 'Harlan County' 
Plus: Debate. 'A Socialist Programme for I.ab••' 

Speakers from 'Militant' and 'Tribune' 

Registration: £2.50-wbole weekend, £1.50 for Satarday 
or Sunday only, 75p for Friday eveniac ... ,. 
To register, or for further infOIWIMiea, · write to: 
Militant Marxist Weekend Scbool, 1 M~e Terrace, 
London E8 3PN 
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ENGINEERING WORKERS REJECI DERISORY OFFER 

·N 
ACT I 
FOR THE 

FULL CLAIM 
Engineering workers 
have reacted with dis
gust to the news of the 
Engineering Employ
ers' Federation's offer 
in response to our 
national claim. The 
offer is seen as direct 
provocation. 

The employers com
plain that our de
mands are excessive, 
at a time when they 
and their likes have 
just had enormous pay 
rises and a bonanza 
from tax cuts. 

The Tories' policies, 
dictated by these same 
bosses, will give another 
boost to rising inflation. 
Our negotiators must de
mand that our claim is met 
in full. 

We have been offered a 
skilled rate of £68 a week. a 
£3 improvement on the pre
vious offer . This is conditional 
however. on the Confeder
ation of Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Unions agreeing . 
to refer the other items of the 
claim , including the 35-hour 
week . improvements in holi-

After years of procras
tination by the British 

,.. Steel Corpo-ration manage
ment, watching our rela
tive pay slump dramatic
all) since 1974, BSC 
craftsmen in Soutl> York
shire are in an angry 
mood. 

In 1974, the last time we 
had free collective bar
gaining. we were eighth in 
pay terms of a mill team of 
40 . No,,· craftsmen are 
thirty-fifth! 

·1 'his is the result of the 
years of government pay 
restraint , when the only 
opportunity for increases at 
local level was through self-

~ financing productivity deals . 
Unlike other unions in the 

steel industry, we refused 
this-we know it only causes 
redundancy. Our stand is that 
a job does not just belong to 
th.e individual worker but is 
held in trust for tht whole 
working community. 

We relied solely on pressur
ising the National Craftsmen's 
Co-ordinating Committee 
(NCCC) for decent increases 
at a national level. Govern
ment pay policy virtually put 
a stop to that. 

Management policv has 

days and overtime rates. to a 
joint working party. together 
with discussion on ammen
ding the guaranteed week 
agreement in the employers ' 
favour. 

The Employers ' Federation 
obviously feel strengthened by 
the return of a Tory govern
ment , and by the apparently 
hesitant and weak leadership 
of the AUEW during the 
negotiations . 

At the recall National 
Committee , union president 
Terry Duffy appealed to 
delegates to "adopt a softer 
approach to the current pay 
negotiations" ('Guardian' 13 / 
6/79) and for the power to go 
back to the employers with 
freedom to agree to an 
unspecified figure, provided a 
common settlement date is 
agreed . 

Gavin Laird , the AUEW 
Executive Committee mem
ber for Scotland, indicated 
that the Executive would be 
prepared to "give a lead to 
our members" in "recom
mending the principle of 
establishing a joint working 
party on the basis of move
ment" ('Proceedings at a 
National Conference' book 
No 3)-i .e. if the Engineering 
Employers' Federation would 
put up the minimum time 
rate . 

The right-wing leadership 

bee n made clea r : to close a ll 
doors except the one theY 
want to herd us through. 

Two yea rs ago we in South 
Yorkshire ye t again made 
representation to manage 
ment for paymen t on a 
tonn age basis . 

Management turned down 
our representations-which 
had the sympathy of produc
tion workers . Instead they put 
forward ideas of flexibility 
and group working practices . 

The document they pro
duced outlining this proposal 
is frankly incredible. We were 
expected to be octopuses
knowing and dealing with 
electronics . fitting. pipefit
ting . _joining etc. linked in 
small ' commando action 
groups of 4 or 5 men ready to 
tackle anything. 

The reward for this partic
ular piece of fantasy was to 
have been an extra £7 a week! 

Since 1hat first meeting 
there have been prolonged 
and fruitless negotiations. 
while our pay has fallen 
further and further behind . It 
has been taken up at national 
level. 

After we threatened a 
one-day strike and overtime 
ban . BSC 'conceded' that 

AUEW members talk to Terry Duffy during the lobby of negotiations with the EEF in London on 9th May 

have already indicated that 
they would like to do away 
with national negotiations . 
For them . working parties 
will be seen as a way of 
avoiding national action on 
the claim. 

Gur claim is for an £80 
national minimum wage. But 
there · are indications that 
some of our negotiators are 
already prepared to settle for 
consi~erably less. "Are you 
prepared to recommend a 
sum of £70 to your member 
firms? " Terry Duffy asked 
the employers during negot
iations ( 'Proceedings at Nat
ional Conference book No 3). 

This has been blocked by 
the recall National Commit
tee. It stipulated four condit
ions for any settlement: a 
commitment to the full £80 
minimum time rate, a one
hour reduction in the working 
week this vear and a 35-hour 
week by i 982 and two days 

such fl exibility ca n be in tro
duced in each. loca lit Y onlY if 
mu tual h· ag reed . 

V< e say this is wrong. \A, e 
need a po lic,· at na tionalle,·e l. 
to co unter the threa t of a 
mi norit,· of membe rs doing a 
dea l aga inst the in te res ts of 
the res t. 

Our membe rs in the fi,·e 
Sout h Yorkshire plants a re 
no,,· a t boiling point. This is 
the time to take action. 

There is not . for the 
moment . offici a l government 
paY res tra int. For the next few 
months BSC has a boom in 
orders . They need tonnage. 

Vve will not have a better 
opportunity to take action. 

In South Yorkshire . m 
r e jecting management ' s 
te rms . we decided to go 
through procedure quickly to 
get official backing. Our 
counter-claim demands parity 
with the higher-paid produc
tion workers . 

We are calling a divisional 
mass meeting in Sheffield on 
the 27 June to report back to 
our members and consider 
industrial action . 

Other basic issues arise out 
of this dispute . 

It opens up to serious 
question the role of the 

extra holiday this year , to be 
introduced commonly· from 
April 1979. 

This means that industrial 
action will have to be called 
by the AUEW leadership , 
much as it may displease 
them . As the 'Guardian' put 
it , "an overtime ball and a 
series of one-day strikes are. 
now inevitable in the industry, 
and they wiU be led by 
right-wing Mr Terry Duffy, 
elected as president of the 
Amalgamated Union of En
gineering Workers on a 
platform of opposition to 
most forms of industrial 
action." 

Terry Duffy is up for pres
idential re-election next year. 
He will have to make some 
move on the claim if he is to 
avoid further discrediting 
himself in front of the 
membership. 

fhe National Committee . 
now with a slender Broad Left 

fu ll-time uffi cia ls and the 
1\JCCC itse lf. f ull- timers tend 
to be isolated and insu lated 
fro m membe rs conditions 
and fee lin gs . 

T hi s is f~dl Y re flec ted in the 
NCCC which IS solely com 
posed of full -time officia ls. 
ap pointed b_,. the ECs of the 
d ifferent unions . 

At e\·ery level we need lay 
representation, so that those 
who negotiate for us are 
elected and subject to recall 
b)· the membership . . 

BSC craftsmen need to 
es tablish links on a national 
scale to unite rank and file 
members . overcoming the 
dangerous geographical isol
ation. Moves are afoot to 
surmount the problems and 
we are m constant contact 
with craftsmen's leaders, par
ticularly in Scotland and 
Wales. 

A successful conclusion to 
this dispute can provide a 
springboard to transform our 
unions and their methods of 
representation . 

BSC management rely on 
tax payers' money to buttress 
themselves against industrial 
action. They lost £85 million 
through the craftsmen's strike 
at the Port Talbot plant 

majority. will have the respon
sibility for safeguarding mem
bers' interests and ensuring 
tha t the Executive do not 
backtrack. 

To date , we have been 
hampered by the lack ·of 
information provided on the 
national claim. This must be 
reversed to prepare the mem
bership for a national fight. 
The National Committee 
must insist that the Executive 
immediately send material to 
the branches and shop stew
ards . explaining the case for 
the full claim. 

One-day strike 

Our demands must be for 
the full claim now . We must 
reject any form of working 
parties . 

The Executive should call 
a n imm e di a te ove rtime 

a lone . 
In South York shire . there 

,,·ould be fi,·e plants immed
iate lY in,·oh·ed-Rotherham . 
Ri,·e·r Don. Shepcote l ane . 
Stocksbridge. and Tinsley 
P:uk . How much more tax -

ban and a one-day strike as 
the beginning of a campaign 
of national action to win the 
claim. 

District Committees should 
organise conferences of all 
shop stewards , to unite all the 
factories in the district, and 
develop an effective fighting 
strategy. Rallies of the mem
bership should also be called 
tp explain the case and build 
up the campaign. 

A full national strike , 
involving the whole member
ship, can defeat the Employ
ers' Federation and win the 
claim . 

By Steve Davison 

(AUEW convenor. 
Anderton International. 

Bradford) 

By a BSC 
shop steward 

payers mone,· is to be wasted 
b \· a bloodY-minded. Irres
ponsible management's ref
usal to recognise long sta n
ding a nd legitimate grievan
ces? 

Fight Prestcold redundancies 

"You'll have to find a 
job somewhere else." This 
was Sir Keith Joseph's 
advice to Prestcold work
ers lobbying him on his 
visit to Glasgow. 

A mass meftilt& of the 
Preskold werlderee .-I WW. 
mi~y enclonN die j8W 
sa.o, mwanh e •• _.. 
recommeaclatien to fight fer 
the retention of Prestcohl's 
operations on the Hillington 
industrial estate. 

They were authorised to 
immediately reject any co
operation by the workforce 
with company proposals for 
the run-down of Scottish 
operations. 

A mass meeting 'Of all 
interested parties in the 
labour and trade union 
movement has been organ
ised to raHy support and help 

in developing a struggle 
against closures and moun
ting unemployment. 

Impending redundancies at 
Monsanto, Massey Ferguson 
and scores of other factories 
in Glasgow, shew that the 
fight fer job. is nut isaWe4 to 
Presteeld. 

F .. ~_.a.am
te the CO!deaeaee 
by the Prestcold stewards. It 
will be held in the Rossevale 
Cinema, Dumbarton Rd, 
Glasgow, on Friday 22nd 
June at 10 am. Bring trade 
union credentials with you. 

All telegrams and messages 
of support and donations to 
the Prestcold fighting fund 
should be sent c/ o AUEW 
office, 7 Incle Street, Paisley. 

Olarlie Stevenson 
(Shop steward . Prestcold) 
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NUR members on the Blair Peach funeral march in East London . 13th June 1979 

Sir GcoffreY Howe' s bud
get , bumping up prices 
and presniption charges, 
and slashing spending on 
the publie senices , is the 
lirst taste of what the 
Tories plan to do to rail 
workers' lhing standards 
and jobs . 

The rece n t 21.· 1-: o;, c ut -
' b~t c·k in sc n ·iccs cl u e to the 

11i l shurt <t ~c mu st be 
c h a llc n !.!ccl _:: th e fuel 11 ill 
b e· ,,·a stccl. n o t s a 1e ci . by a 
tr a mlc r t<"l p ri vat e tran s
purt. 

I I the ~en ices arc n ot 
rcin~tatccl i m m ccli at c l ~; 
thcv 1vill be lust lnr ever. 
T he BRB ,,·il l use t h i~ as 
an llj)j)lll·t u nitv tu i n tro
due·c fur the-r Ce'tl nom ics 

a nd rccl un clanc ics thro u g h 
th e b:tc' k cl on r. ~ 

It is no t clea r a t the time of 
wri t in g 11·h et her Lo ndon Un
de rgrou n d membe rs will be 
for:ed in to a ll -out strike 
action to get a reasona b le pay 
se ttleme n t. But their a nger 
a nd dete rmi nation is u nmis
takeahl e . 

The frust rat ion and a nger 
of a ll ra ilworkers is b uil d ing 
up . The ma ioritY of our 
mem be rs a re on mise rable 
paY. 

\'. e a rc no t a sma ll . wea k 
un ion . The ' 11·a it an d see·. 
·we' ll ta ke 11·ha t the o thers 
~e t" a tt it u de is a n abdica tion 
of our re,ponsibil ity to defend 
membe rs' in terests. Th~ T orY 
hoot-boys will rega rd us a~s 
eas1· mea t. 

·POEU CONFERENCE: 

We must take a lead from 
our brothers on London 
Transport. 'We must fight for 
a substantial across-the-board 
increase and a national 
minimum wage below which 
no one is allowed to fall. 

'~"' e ca n use th e full power 
o f ou r union to sta m p out low 
paY once and fo r a ll. 

In the ba ttles 11·e fa ce to 
defend and impro1·e wa ges. 
jobs a nd conditions. maxi
mum unit,· is essential. The 
fragmented . diYis i1·e approach 
o f pas t yea rs p laYs s tra ight 
in to m a nage ment a nd T on · 
hands. - . 

"Mi lita n t' s" call fo r one 
un ified un ion fo r ra ilwa1· 
workers has fo u nd an enth u-
siast ic echo a mong the ra nk 
a nd file of a ll three major rai l 

NEW TEaiNOLOGY · 
Report by 

Wayne .iones 

A PROMISE OR A THREAT ? 
·11te' dk,· : pf nwclc rn is 
;Li(l ll add n,.,,. tedmo l og~· 

111 l hc· te·k,·,,mmu ni L·at io n s 
;ndu, ;n · lll~ t tk t hi ~ ye ar 's 

\ ,· ,•nkrcnL"c' tl ll c 11 ! the m us t 
. :: ;:• , 1 1·· ~ tll : fill' \ .C< ti'S. 

T he Confe rence ,, ·elcomed 
de,-c lop me n t' in sc ie nce and 
techni que that co uld enrich 
sm:ie t1· a nd p rori de a bette r 
a n d mo re e ffi c ient sen ,ice. 
But delegat es 11·ere de ter
mi ned to ensu re tha t this was 
no t at the e\pen'e of their 
johs . as h as so of ten bee n the 
case in o ther indu str ies . 

A iob sec urit1· agree me nt 
n.:"o t ia t cd bct 11·cc n th e 
POEU NE C and the Pos t 
Office wa s ca r rie d. It 'guaran 
teet r that no red un da nc ies 
11·ill rewlt fro m cha n"e' in 
switchin g syste ms or different 
.;,·o rk pattern, . 

I t 11·as only passed hm1·ner. 
a l tc' r t h.: d.: k t ion o I a 
pa ragraph specihing tha t th is 
·).!uarantcc ' t lrom the PO ) did 
no t .app l1· il ·e' \tcrna r '' 'T n t ~ 
occu r red be1·on d the cont ro l 
of the PO. T h is wa\ me<tnt to 
co1·e r such th ings as the 
ac tions o f a To rv gove rnment. 
o r recessio n in the economy! 
It 11·o u1d h a1·e m a de a 
mockerl' o f the whole agree 
ment. 

The o ther b lack cloud on 
the hor i;on fo r the PO ELJ is 
the To n · gove rnm ent's threat 
to hi ve -off t h e lu c r a ti1·e 
tekcomm s sec tion. 
Confe rence 11·as un a nimousl1· 
prepa red to fi ght aga inst thi s 
with e1·e rY means possible. 

A decent living wage was 
dema nded in the paY deba te. 
a nd a 25"·;, clai m 11·as ag reed 
upon. If it 's good e nough fo r 
Si r \ '. ill ia m Barlow. ch a irma n 
of the PO . (a £3.SOO rise to 
OS. CJ -1 5) it's good enough for 
u~. 11·as the a ttitude of 
conference . 

Afte r the rece nt industri a l 
ac t io n to sec ure a shorte r 
workin g wee k the need fo r 
t rade uni on u nit1· wa s expres
\ed in m ot io m ca lling fo r 
am a lga mat ion with o ther Pos t 
Office un ions. 

A motion fro m G lasgo11· to 
initia te dio;cussio ns 11·ith the 
Po\1 and T clecomms section 
Llf CPSt\ 11·as carried . Anot her 
motio n fro m London o,·er
~ca\ Te legraph to in clude the 
L.P\\ 11·as withd ra11·n b ut 11·ill 
undou bt edlY co me up aga in . 

The' :',5· 11\Htr "·,.:c-k stn tg).!k 
"a' a 11:\t ol the prc,c n t 
r ight-11·ing karkr\hip . A bold 
\c-.~o \ c' l\\ tld ha YC SCl'\HCd 

c·o m p ll'tc: ,·icton·. g i1·cn the 
nla'-'nilie·e· nt di,Dial· Of deter-

mination and \Oiidarit,· b1· the 
lll L' Illhc r, hip. . · 

Man1· PO eng ineers are 
begi nnin g to dr<tll· the con - · 
c lu ~ i o n th at the1· need a 
k a dc r\ h ip capa ble of gi1·in g 
reso lute d irec t ion a nd ca rrY· 
in g out the 11·ishes of the 
mcm he r' h ip. It is only a 
matt er of time before. the 
ch a nge and fe rment ta king 
p lace throughout the union is 
reflected in the NE C. 

This proce~~ wit! ~·~ quick
ened b .\· (h e growth in 
inlluence of the Broad Left. It 
emerged at this conference as 
a serious, campaigning force. 

·S pa rk · . the Broad Left 
pa per. got a good response as 
d id the !3L docu ment on 
mode rni sat ion 1d1ich illus
tra ted the d ire consequence' 
o f ne" · tech nolog1· under 
L·apitali\m . 

' \l ilitant · 'upportcr\ must 
continue to ensu re that a c lear 
'LlC ia li'ol alternati1·e i' spe lt 
out in the Broa I Left. T rade 
un ioll'i ha,·e a ke.~ · ro le to p la1· 
hut ult imate h·. as was poi n ted 
ou t at t lie 'Mi lit a nt · Pu bli c 
Mceti n l.!. onh whe n industrv 
and fi~1ancc . i\ u nde r th~ 
de nw.:ratic e·ontrol a n d man
agement of the 11·o rk ine clas<. 
will ne11· technolog1· , be a 
p romi'c not a th reat. 

Phutu: MILITANT 

union <; . It is time to fo rge tha t 
un itY a t ra nk a nd file level. 
a n d p u t a n e nd to the pu b lic 
bicke rin g which our lea ders . 
to their sh a me . have indulged 
111 . 

A · num ber of resolut ions 
from b ra nch es up a nd down 
the cou nt ry have criti_cised 
this beh aviou r a nd our gen
era l secretary 's defence of 
wage rest ra in t. At the mom 
en t. howeYe r . we have no 
d irect means of ensuring that 
ou r o ffici a ls pu t fomard the 
,· iews a nd wishes of the 
mem be rship . 

With a membership of oYer 
170.000 this yea r 's AGM will 
be a ttended b y only 77 
delegates . M ore tha n ha lf of 
the bra nch es will h ave no 
d irect rep resen tat ion . 

NUR CONFERENCE 

UNITED FIGHT
NEEDED TO 

DEFEND 
RAIL PAY 

AND JOBS 
As the u n ion 's go\'e rning 

body . the AGM must repre
sent to the full the feelings 
a nd asp ira tions of the mem
bership . This can only be 
don e by ensur ing that every 
b ra nch h as the right to send 
a t leas t one de legate. 

The recent- W a mick report 
sh oul d be taken u p , despite 
its limita tions . to ensure that 
g ra des' conferences a re fully 
recognised as autonomous 
bo d ies with the right to 
de termin e polic ies and action 
in their o11·n specific a rea s. 

T he nex t fi ve years are 
cru cia l. Our general secre tary 
rem in ds us th at he is a 
socia list. committed to a 
ch a n ge in society. If this is so, 
he can h ave no thing to fear 
from agree ing to re -select ion 

an d the right of recall over a ll 
officials. 

All full- t ime officials shou ld 
be paid a members ' average 
wage. with expenses checked 
a nd paid by the union . Then 
we would see what they think 
of wage restra int! 

This should be the main 
plank of the fight for 
democracy in our union. 

Then, armed with a prog
ramme to defend members' 

_interests and the service we 
provide, the NUR will stand 
as a shining example to uriite 
all railway workers and 
establish an integrated trans
port system in a socialist 
planned economy. 

By Tom Doyle 
(NUR She ffi e ld C ity branch) 
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NOTTINGHAM EVENING POST 

o,·er a thousand trade 
unionists joined in a mass 
picket of the Nottingham 
Evening Post last Saturday. 
NUJ members at the Post 
ha,•e been locked out for six 
months, since their national 
strike ended. 

The lobby was supported 
b~· most of the print unions 
and many trades councils, 
with trade union and labour 
mo,·ement banners from all 
O\'er the country. 

NGA speaker Tony 
Mulhearn described the 
battle at the Post as a defence 
of trade union rights and the 
closed shop . If the employers 
won at the Post, he said, it 
would encourage them to try 
elsewhere. 

Pickets were undaunted bv 
the large police mobilisation.; 
they enthusiasticaiiJ took up 
the Grunwick slogan, "the 
workers, united, will ne,·er be 
defeated." Deliver~· vans were 
held up , but e\·entuall)· got 
through under police escort. 

Now the campaign a nd the 
mass pickets must be stepped 
up to defeat these anti-union 
bosses. 

Chris Ridge I Nottingham 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists I 

Ph,•t u: MILITANT 

EETPU Conference GOSS, PRESTON: We wouldn't wish them on our 
worst enemy 

In our report on this 1·ea r 's 
EET P U co n fe rc nL·e (.Iss u e 
4SCJ) it was inco rrec tlY sta ted 
tha t the Broa d Left a llowed 
resolut io ns calling fo r the 
35- hour week to he with
drawn. In fact the resolution 
the1· ;d JOI,·ed to fa ll called for 
a 35- hour 11·eek wi thou t loss of 

pa,·. Th is was withd rawn in 
fa ,·ou r of one co mmi tt ing the 
uni on to wo rk towa rds · a 
J5 -hour 11·ee k . b ut without 
anY guara ntee on pay . 

'"' e a p o logise for a n y 
con fusion caused to readers 
and u n io n me m bers . 

F rec coll ec tive b argaining 
in prac tice m e ant a " ta k e 
it o r !care i t" offer o f 5% 
for AUE W m e mbe rs a t th e 
Goss pl a nt in P res to n. 

T he shop floo r 11·orkers at 
this Lancashire su bsid iarv of 
the g iant American company. 
Roc kwell l ll,te rna tion al. h ave 

hc.: n on st rike si nce 18t h 
Yla v. 

The Goss m a nage ment even 
ori.ercd c·ash bo nuses to the 
11·o rk .: rs if thcv in trod uced 
thei r frie nds to the com pa ny 
- 11·it h a n e\tra bonu' if they 
sta,·ed for more than three 
mo n ths . Most 1vorkers treatecl 

th i-. as a bad io ke 11 h i eh the1· 
wouldn ' t play· on their worst 
cne nw. le t a lone a fr iend. 

The bas ic fo r skilled fitters 
is £70 .30 with the possibility 
o f ex tra through a p iece-work 
bonu s . As Goss make custom 
b uilt p ri nti ng machinery. the 
p iece -work earnings can vary 

d ra mat ica lly a nd the shop 
s tewa rds have been trying to 
ge t this system a bolished in 
favour of a standard skilled 
rate . 

T he strike has been ma de 
off icia l bnhe A UEW . 

By Gerry Lerner 
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.. ISTC UNION MUST DEFEND-

STEEL JOBS AT HIS 
Everyone is -to blame but 

me. 
This was the gist of Bill 

explain 
of ·steel 

Sirs' 
away 

attempt to 
the defeats 

worliers over the past few 
years at the opening of this 
year's conference of the Iron 
and Steel Trades Confed
eration. 

When the steel industn in 
Britain and throughout . the 
entire world. is facing a 
catastrophic crisis of tech
nical backwardness and cap
italist o,·er-capacit_,., there 
was no lead from the leader
ship on fighting pol icies 
necessar~ to - defend the 
thousands of steel jobs now in 
serious jeopard~· . 

After the !3ilston workers 
fought long and hard for the 
retention of steel-m.tking in 
the Midlands, Bro. Sirs has 
insulted them b~· claiming 
the_,. wanted the redundanc~· 

moneJ and would sell their 
jobs for 30 pieces of silver. 

Bill Sirs then blamed 
the low-paid worl~ers for the 
defeat of the Labour govern
ment, eehoing the cries of the 
Tory press and the right-wing 
of the Labour Parh. · 

Ae went on to a~cuse those 
ressurin_g for more democ-

By 
Andy Fenwick 
11\ I C . l. ad ;L·nh1 
() u;tl i tl· C <>ll ll"l >l ) 

rac~· in the union of being 
long-haired unhersit~· stu
dents and intellectuals, not 
union members. 

This was· answered by 
Albert Hansen, from Lack
enb~· No 5. He wanted to 
know what had happened to 
resolutions passed at last 
.vear's t·onfcrcnce, on issues 
such as executive council 
reform and the publiship.g of 
addresses for the ballots to 
elect union ofticials. 

He showed that ordinary 
ISTC members do want an 
inu>ro,·cmcnt in the demo
cratic working of the union. 

The ISTC has a long fight 
ahead to de1'end jobs at 

Corb_,.. This needs a demo
cratic union with the feelings 
and wishes of members acted 
upon. not left in mid-air. 

The union must in future 
defend its members from the 
vicious attacks planned by the 
Tor_,. government. 

These attempts to drive 
down the living standards of 
steel workers and their fami
lies must be defeated, if 
necessary by industrial action . 

Negotiations alone will not 
stop the Tor_,. axe-m_en. 

TORY RULE AT THE G.VENOR 
Helen Mumford 
( \\ "L'\dl1 iJh (L'I' '>< >ll i h 

I.I'Y S1 

The workers at · Trust 
House Forte's Gros
venor House Hotel in 
Park Lane are still on 
strike in support of 
Ellen Gallagher a nd 
30 other chamber-

Britain was £55 .5 million · in G ronenor House workers Help is needed in the fight. 
1977-78. The compan~ chair- ha' e been sacked. This is the St'nd mt'ssages of support and 
man is Lord Thorneycroft, rt'alil.\· of a societ~· governed donations to: Grosvenor 
l'hairman of the Tor~ Part.v. h' Tories. like Lord Thorney- House Strike Fund. FTAT, 

For struggling for a decent croft in the interests of bosses Fairfield , Roe Green , Kings-
waoc from these hcoons the likt' Fortes. bur.v, London N.\\ .9 . r Euro-draw: the road to Rome I 
O nly two weeks to go ci 11 to ,·isi t in spr in g . In the little ,·ill age of 

t() tile -; ummer. autumn or ,,·inter . Chapelha ll. Lanarkshire. one half-way mark · o;o whene1e r the winners go -; uppo rter . An d1 MacDona lcl. 
~ , maids sack €d by the 

hotel manageme.nt. 
in the 1979 Fighting the,· 11 ill enjo1 it . -;old no less than .£2." worth of 
Fund. One sure-tire Other r ri-ies in clude a tic ke ts for the ' Militant' 
method of raising the 11 ee ke n d in Ams te rdam 'E uro-dnm· Ra ffle. 

The basic wage rccehcd b~ 
Ellcn Gallaghcr before ·she 
was sacked was £34 per week , 
a bout two-thirds of the cost of 
a night's sta.' I with breakfast I 
at this swish hotel. 

The total pro lit of THF, the 
la rgest hotel cmplo~·cr in 

(o r t !00). a cra te of wine and Order either from your 
tinance we need is to ma m· ot hers. local 'Mili a nt ' distributor or 
sell our Euro-raftle But the onlY "a" your road from 'M il itan t Eurodra w' 1 
tickets. ca n lead to Rome is b,· bu,· ing Mentm ore Terrace . London 

The firs t prite in our -;ome ra ffl e ti ckets. Make sure E~ 3PN . 
' fcu ro -dra11·· 1s a wee k 's . tha t 1ou bU\' a nd sell tickets. Bu.v now! Sell now! And 
lllilida ' ill r two in Rome tor which a re ·,1\·a ilab le at lOp good luck! 
L\00) . Rome is a beautiful each a nd in books of ten. 

SALT AGREEMENT 
hca,·al and the threat of 
possible movements of their 
own working classes at home, 
are desperate to reach a 
compromise. 

But, while the organisa
tions of the working class 
remain intact, and while the 
capitalist class itself is still in 
direct control, it is impossible 
for imperialism to launch a 
world nuclear war. 

CONTI :'-ILI::: D FIWM 
FlW N I 1-'i\G I 

Arms spending threatens to 
cripple the economies of both 
Russia and America, such is 
the burden. With appalling 
overkill , what is the point of 
even bigger increases? 

But this is not the road to 
peace, simply to an uneasy 
balance of terror-in which 
both sides still search fever
ishly to find a "first strike" 
capacity capable of knocking 
out their opponent's nuclear 
arsenal , eliminating fear of 
rdaliation. 

This is why both sides are 
ceatiaually manoeuvering 

over the question of "super
,·ision" , on which neither side 
can trust the other. 

In Russia's case, nuclear 
stockpiling is a preventative 
measure for fear of imperial 
ism. In the case of the US, it 
is because · of Russia's over
whelming superi-ority of con
ventional forces, which could 
take Europe in weeks . 
Underl~· ing this is the 

fundamental conflict between 
the two opposing social 
s~·stcms, of capitalism and 
workt>rs' statt's. however de
formed. 

Both US imperialism and 
t_he Russian bureaucracy, 
afraid of · international · up-

War and peace, however, is 
not decide(! by diplomatic 
agreements, but by the rela
tionship of class forces. 

Failure to achieve socialist 
democra<."V in the West and to 
restore w~rkers' democracy in 
the Soviet Union in the 
coming decades wtfbld open 
up the possibility of barbaric 
reaction in the West, in which 
bonapartist dictators like 
Pinochet would be unbal
anced b~· the capitalist crisis 
and tn to find a wav out 
through an attempted . "tirst 
strike", which would inevit
ably end · in nuclear anni
hilation for mankind. 

So while the fundamental 
conllict between imperialism 
and Stalinism remains, the 
leaders on both sides man
oeuvre against each other to 
marginally limit the arms 
drain and preserve the world's 
precarious status quo. 

Only the intervention of the 
organised working class can 
change this precarious bal
ance of terror .and open the 
way to harmonious collabor
ation between the peoples of 
the world to produce univer
sal prosperity and an un
dreamed flowering of culture. 
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We will suffer, but the big 
oil companies who control the 
world's oil supplies will be 
making even more fabulous 
profits. 

Coal - will go up betw~en 
10% and 14% soon, and this 
will push up eleetrieit)' prices 
at least 4% . 

London Transport bus and 
tube fares were raised by 
7.5 % overall last Sunday, and 
Horace Cutler, Tory GLC 
leader, announced a further 
rise of at least 12% in 
September. 

Fa res throughout the coun
tr.~· will inevitably rise as the 
result of higher fuel costs
because of reduction in local 
authority subsidies imposed 
by government cuts. 

Rates will again go up 
steeply this year as the direct 
result of Tory cuts in the rate 
support grant and other 
subsidies to local authorities. 

Mortgages for house-buy
ers will go up soon if there is 
no subsequent reduction in 
the interest rates, after Howe 
raised the minimum lending 
rate to 14% in the Budget. 

Rents, too, will begin a 
steep upward climb as the 
result of the acute housing 
shortage and the relaxation
and possible removal- of rent 
cont rols by the Tories. 

Food prices are going up all 
the time I although exempt 
from VAT]. 

But the Tories' steps to get 
a 5 o/o devaluation of the 
EEC's 'green pound' will 

mea n higher subsidies and 
bigger profits for British 
farmers- and higher fQod 
prices in the shops. 

In spite of Howe's tax 
cuts-paltr_,. for the workers 
compared to the massive 
savings for the rich-workers 
on a~·erage earnings or below 
will need ;t 12 % to 15% 
increase in wages to maintain 
last year's lhing standards in 
real terms. 

But this is assuming 'only' 
a 15 % rise in prices. With 
inflation of 20% or more, 
workers will need at least 20% 
increases just to avoid ye't 
another cut in living stan
dards. 

Fearing a head-on collision 
with the trade unions at this 
stage, the Tories are out to 
cut the share of the wealth 
going to the working class by 
deliberately allowing a higher 
rate of inflation. 

Manufacturers, service 
industries, and retailers will 
all be taking every opportun
it.v to push up their prices as 
much as possible-to swell 
their profits, now freed from 
dividend controls and liable 
to only piddling taxation. 

The labour movement must 
fight this attempt_ to drive 
down workers' living stan
dards to almost primitive 
levels. 
* Fight for a £70 minimum 
wage for all _ 
* Link wages to the cost of 
living, with regular upward 
adjustment to keep pace with 
prices rises. 
* No producthity deals 
* No redundancies or job 
losses through 'natural waste
age' 
* For a 35-hour week with
out loss of earnings to fight 
unemplo:tment 
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