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Question: When does dren ~re at school. .. 
an Iron Maiden be- And Mrs T once 
come a Tin Goddess? claimed that she liked 
Answer: When it best of all "down-to
comes 'to admitting earth people. Men 
the truth about what who call spades spades 
she is. and don't talk in 

So it was when Mrs convoluted jargon ... 
T advised Tory candi- Jargon is often used to 
dates to avoid using cloak ignorance rather 
the phrase "cutting than act as an eluci
public expenditure" ... dation of issues." 
It could be ""misun- ['Sunday Times' Mag
derstood". azine, 20 August 

Instead, she advised 1978] .-
them at a meeting in Now, she is advising 

, London to use the her Tory candidates to 
more readily under- disguise their real 
stood words "getting policies in .. . jargon! · 
better value for mon- t{emember ... Tory 
ey". honesty counts -

All very nice and sometimes . 
vote~catching-unless 
you are a public Kevin Ramage 
employee, or need a (LPYS National 
hospit;tl! Or your chit- Committee . Wales) 
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LABOURS MANIFESTO
A DISASTROUS RETRE 
The threat of a 
viciously reactionary 
T or:r governm ent, 
which would go all 
out to boost big 
business profits at 
the expense of work
ers' conditions and 
rights, demands a 
bold socialist pro
gramme to guarantee 
the return of a Lab
o.ur government. 

Inevitably, therefore, 
Labour supporters will 
have received Labour's 
manifesto with disap
pointment. 

Socialist policies re
·peatedll demanded by 
Labour Partv Conference 
have been· completely 
excluded. The few radical 
refo rms included in the 
d raft ~lan i festo have also 
been dropped . 

At the insistence of Cal
laghan and the right-wing 
ministers, Labour's cam
pai gn d ocument blandly 
p romises " more of the 
same". Yet the fall of the 
Labour go H rnment, the 
crisis facing the working 
class, and the combative 
mood of the active sections 
of the labour mo,·ement all 
point to the need for a 
fundam ental change of 
course. 

The Manifesto includes 
many welcome reforms: in
creases in pensions, smaller 
classes in sch()()ls, abolitions 
of private beds in the NHS, 
more nursery places, and 
action on housing. 

We would support the 
impleme ntat ion of these 
reforms. But the question 
remains: how will these 
impro,·ements be paid for? 
The Labour government 
itself implemented £8,000 
million of cuts in public 
spending- and the Manifes
to contains no socialist 
economic measures which 
would pro,·ide the means of 
restoring these cuts and 
improving education, health 
and ·social senices. 

Nor does the Manifesto 
include any measures which 
would giYe a Labour govern
ment real control over the 
economy . Na tionalisat ion 
proposals passed by Confer
ence and accepted by the 
NEC's home policy com
mittee ha,·e been dropped. 

On the banks , for in
stance, the government will 
simply try " to stimulate 
competition" through G!RO 
and the NSB. 'This is a token 
measure which will do 
nothing to break the 
stranglehold of the big 
banks. 

As far as the big mono
polies are concerned, the 
Manifesto confines itself to 
repeating the proposals for 
gh·ing force to planning 
agreements and. tightening 
the Prices Commission. But 
without o~nership and con
trol of the "commanding 
heights" , the economy will 
remain at the mercy of the 
'~rude market forces" de
nounced in the Manifesto .. 

Without the ability to 
plan production, the aim to 
reduce inflation to 5 o/o 
remains a pious wish. There 
is no dear promise, either, 
to bring down unemploy-

ment-simpl~· a commit
ment I welcome in itself] to 
prmide more help to the 
unemployed. 

Conspicuous by its ab
sence is any clear commit
ment to immediate imple
mentation of the 35-hour 
week and a minimum thing 
wage- vital demands which 
would ensure the enthusias
tic support of millions of 
workers if boldly campa~g
ned for . 

The Labour leaders clear
ly intended-to bring the EEC 
to the fore in this election. 
The Manifesto promised 
action to hold down EEC 
food prices, and hints at 
re-negotiations of the Treaty 
of Rome. 

But while rightly pointing 
to the enormous burden 
thrown onto British workers 
by EEC entry, the Manifesto 
off~rs no • real alternatiYe. 
After all, at the time of 
entry, Labour's right wing 
argued that the EEC would 
be the solution to all our 
problems. But' even if Brit
ain were now taken out, 
there would be no automatic 
solution to the crisis of 
British capitalism. 

On another key issue, the 
House of Lords, the Mani
festo- also retreats from 
Labour Party policy. Prac
tically unanimously, Confer
ence and the National 
Executive were firmly com
mitted to the abolition of the 
Lords: yet the Manifesto 
merely calls vaguely for the 
abolition of its remaining 
powers of veto over the 
Commons. 

This retreat is unfor
tunately symptomatic of a 
refusal to take decisiYe 
action on any issue which 
would touch the vital power 
and privilege of big business 
and the ruling class. 

The Manifesto does _in
clude the long-promised 
wealth tax, which is cer
tainly long overdue-it is a 
scandalous fact that tax
ation has actually become 
less progressive under this 
last Labour go,·ernment! 

Labour's right-wing lead
ers still have the illusion that 
they can remain within the 
framework of capitalism 
and nevertheless implement 
improvements in the con
ditions of the working class. 
Returning to some of the 
unfulfilled promises of 197 4, 
the Manifesto again pro
poses reformism with re
forms: but if Labour is 
returned, the inexorable 
pressure of big business will 
ensure that there will soon 
be a return to refQrmism 
without · reforms-as under 
this last government. 

The only way forward for 
the working class lies thro
ugh the taking over of the 
banks, insurance com
pjlnies, and finance houses, 
together with the 200 or so 
monopolies which complete
ly dominate the econ,omy. 
Nationalisation should be 
implemented with compen
sation only on the basis of 
proven need, and the indus
tries run under workers' 
control and management. 
This would pro,·ide the basis 
for the planned develop
ment of production to 
provide for a dramatic 
improYement in workers' 
lives. 

;- _, ...... ~ o~:::· ~··"'J ... ·.- ,. .. ' 
"~ 

::r- ~·. ~. 

' ' 

>A.-,-~-. . . 
>. 

FIGHTING FOR -LABOUR 

Croydon Central is one of 
the most marginal constit
uencies in the country. The 
Tories hung on by just 164 
votes in the last election. 

The ' Tory MP is 
John Moore, national 
vice-chairman of the 
Conservative Party, a 
-banker a nd s tock -
broking exec utive . 
The Labour candidate 
David White is a 
supporter of 'Mili
tant'. 

David W hite has a n 
excellent record of fighting 
for socialist policies-on 
the GLC he defied the 
Labour whip in voting 
against rent and rate 
increases, and now on the 
Croydon Council he ac
tively campa igns a gainst 
the reactionary Tor ies. 

Da,·id spoke to John 
Bulaitis [LP YS National 
Committee] . 
vVhat in your opinion, are the 

-cru cial issues f acing l he 
lubour m ovement in th e 
general elect ion ? 
Firstly. the burning need to 
prevent a Tory government 
coming to power . whic h 
would be a disaster for tl-ie 
rights and living standards of 
working people. 

But secondly to campaign 
for the return of a majoh ty 

__.labour government pledged 
to socialist policies . We need 

By 
John Bulaitis 

more tv1Ps prepared to fight 
for labour Party conference 
policy to be canied out by a 
L1bour government. 
77ze Ton·es control Crovdon 
Council. As a Labour Coun 
cillor, H'hat are your exper
iences of them ? 
The Council is run by 
right· \\ing Thatcherites . We 
have seen on a smaller scale 
what a Tory government 
nati cinallv would do. In the 
last year they haYe demol
ished or sold more houses 
than they've built . at a ti me 
\\·hen 6.(XX) families are on 
the wai ting list! 

Thev\ ·e cut back al l the 
seiVices. housing. education 
and social sen i ces . While a t 
the same ti me they want to 
build a £5 million ring road 
through the tO\\TI centre 
im·ohing the demolition of 
hundreds more homes. :bev 
are so reactionary and ruth
less in Crovdon that when a 
council tenant dies thev evict 
other relatives in the · house 
unless one of the children is 
over 45 . 

The Tories are always 

talking about 'freedom' . But 
in reali tv what they mean is 
freedom. for the ri~h to jump 
hospital queues or to buy a 
privileged education for their 
children. freedom for land
lords to evict their teneants. 
or for employers to sack their 
workers at \\ilL 
1-Wzar about rheir plans for 
the unions ? 
The Tories are detennined to 
attack trade union rights bui lt 
up over decades. The trade 
union movement has always 
been at the forefront of the 
campaign for basic demo
cratic rights. The right to 
vote . organise and strike , 
would not have been won 
\\ithout the struggle of the 
trade unions and labour 
movement. Thev are the onlv 
defence that working peopl~ 
have against the attacks of the 
employers . Al l attempts to 
take mvay what are basic 
democratic rights must be 
resisted. 
What sort of campaign ll'i/1 
you be naming in Crr~rdon 
Cenrral? 
We are fighting this election 
on a bold socialist programme 
-b<L~ed on Labour P~u· tv 
Conference decisions-inc
luding demands for a 35-hour 
\\·eek. ~ minimum \\·age . and 
hi~hlighting Oause 4 of the 
Party's consti tution. 

We are pleased \\ith the 
enthusi a.~ tic response from 
party \\'Ofkers and outside 
helpers . in particular the 
LPYS who are sending large 
team~ into Croydon to cavass . 

With an enthusiastic cam
paign \\·e stand an excellent · 
chance of \\inning the seat. 

Phn tn: An d rew Wiard ( Report) 

The campaign has started . 
On Friday, at very short 
notice , a meeting of the Trade 
Union Campaign Committee -
was well attended with rep
resentatives from the EETPU, 
G&MW U , CO HSE, a nd 
UPW. 

Seventy to eighty LPYS 
members tur ned out on 
Sunday for a canvass . There 
was an excellent response. At 
one house an l.rish woman 
said that she was planning to 
return to-lreland at the-end of 
the year; but ·if T hatcher 
wins, she would emigrate 
straight away . 

At the next house another 
man came to the door and 
remarked ·"That woma n 
(Thatcher) has got a bloody 
cheek . On teleYision last night 
there were thirty pressmen 
watching her shopping ... what 
does she know about going 
shopping?" 

Yet another woman an
nounced her intention to put 
a custard pie in Thatcher's 
face if she e\·er saw her in the 
shops! But a lot of work still 
needs to be done to get over 
the mood of resignation which 
is still pre,·a lent and could 
lead to abs tentions. 

MASS CANVASS 
Help is needed canvassing 
eYery evening from 6.30pm 
onwards, at Ruskin House, 
Coombe Road , Croydon. 

On Sunday April 22nd, a 
mass cam·ass will take place 
from Ruskin House at 10.30 
am. For further information 
phone Croydon campaign HQ 
on 01-688 1378. 

Margaret-Head ... a lighttrlor tbe working class 
It was with enormous 
sorrow that we heard 
of the death of Mar
garet Head. 

Despite her disabilities ,· 
which confined her to a 
wheel-chair, she was one of 
the best, most sincere class 
lighters I have ewr known. 
She pro,·ided a glowing 
example to our ~·oung 
t'omrades in her dedication 
to the struggles of the 

working class. 
With her considerable 

knowledge of social security 
she gave concrete help "on 
the picket line" to strikers in 
need and to their families 
From Aloa, Ford's, Awco, 
firemen and many other sec
tions of workers came asking 
for Margaret's help. Everyone 
will miss her. 

Even during her long illness 
and her many stays in 
hospital, she carried on the 
crusade for workers' eman-

cipation. She began to organ
ise patients and nurses , 
constantly explaining how 
they could help themselves. 

Her hatred of Labour and 
union bureaucracy was onh 
matched by her enormou~ 
courage and fight. Her dis
ability did not prevent her 
active participation in the 
union and Labour Party. 

She joined the Party after 
the war, but she only really 
came of age when she came 
into contact with the 

'Militant ' . Marxism came 
naturally to her. 

Her comrades salute her 
magnificent courage and 
example. We will continue 
the fight to end capitalism 
and create a societv that 
Margaret had struggled for ... 
the end of exploitation and 
misery and the building of a 
harmonious socialist future. 

By Rob Sewell 
(Swa nsea Labour Party) 
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MONEY TALKS 
FOR TORIES 

The, Tory Party are desperately 
searching for money. The Conser
vative Board of Finance have sen~ 
out a begging letter to businesses, 
both large and small, asking for 
help. 
The Tory Party, financed 
by the millions of pounds 
of big business money, 
have the nerve to plead 
poverty in their fight 
against the 'rich' Labour 
Party. 

"It would be tragic," they 
moan, "if we risked losing the 
election through shortage of 
money preventing us from 
launching the most efficient 
campaign possible, while 
Labour has the wealth of the 
unions behind them." 

The moQeybags have every 
reason to support their own 
representatives in the election. 
As our centre pages show, the 
Tories plan to bolster up the 
sick capitalist system by 
savage attacks ·on trade 
unions and by horrifying cuts 
in public expenditure. 

The bosses let slip their 
reasons for supporting the 
Tories. They fear that "Sho
uld Labour be re-elected, we 
shall have a very different 

government to the present 
one. 

"It will carry out all the 
measures in the Labour 
Manifesto, including the "in
troduction of a progressive 
wealth tax, the taking of 
powers to issue directives to 
companies on a wide range of 
individual matters and action 
to bring the state under 
democratic control (Obviously 
democracy is a dirtJ word for 
them-RS), and to use its 
wealth and income for the 
benefit of all". 

A frightening prospect, 
indeed, for the rich in a 
society where a handful of 
shareholders in a couple of 
hundred firms control the 
wealth of society for their own 
interests. 

The director of the Conser
vative Board of Finance is 
Major-General Francis Wyld
bore-Smith, educated at 
public school, and the ex
Chief of Staff to the Com
mander in Chief Far East 

By Roger Shrives 

Command. 
Members of his family have 

interests in lnd Coope, one of 
the big brewers. He is a 
member of the excfusive 
Bucks Club and his hobbies 
are [naturally] huntin' and 
fish in'. 

He's not exactly skint. Even 
less poverty-striken is the 
Chairman of the Tories 
Finance Board, Mr Alistair 
McAlpine. He is a director of 
his family firm, Robert Me
Alpine and Sons, the giant 
civil engineering and building 
firm who have made quite a 
few bob out of motorways. 

His firm are part of a 
holding company, Newarthill 
Ltd. They have other irons in 
the fire-property, hotels, 
aeroplanes, helicopters, etc, 
subsidiaries in the Bahamas, 
Cayman Islands and other tax 
havens. This company in 1977 
was the biggest official con
tributor to the Tories with 
£27,380. In the last election 
year [1974] they donated 
£43,540. 

As a further indication of 
the type of people behind the 
Tories, members of his family 
have directorships in the 
London Brick Company, the 
firm ~ith a stranglehold on 

brick manufacture, the Bank 
of Nova Scotia, publishers 
Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 
and others. 

So next time the Tories and 
their puppet press fuss over 
the £150,000 given by the 
T&GWU, just think. Quite 
apart from the reams of free 
publicity given by the Tory 
media, the like of Wyldbore-
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CONSERVATIVE BOARD 
OF FINANCE 

32 SMITH SQUARE 

WESTMINSTER , ~W/p 3HH 

h' TElEPHONE: Oi-222 9000 
e have ~aited 1 

most important a On& time for thi. 
be re-E:lected one we have ever fo~ Election; the 
~o the presen; ::e s~ have a very Jir Should Labour 

l..n the Labour Haniie t ~ carry out erent Government 
a _ progressive lt'ealth sto l.llcludi.ng "the ~ the measures 
directives to com -Tax, the t~ o l.lltroduction of 
matters and act. P<ln.ies on a vide l';ina f powers to issue 
control and ~?n to bring the Sta ~e of indiVidual 
of all". use ~ts wealth and in te under democr-ati 

come for t.b.e benefit c 
It ""uld be trag:; . 
throug.b shortage ~f lf lie risked 1os . t . 
the most effici nt money preventing lJlg his Election 
tbe Veal tb of t~e U~ign possible ~l'O!rl lawtch.ing 

ons behind tb e Labour has . 
1 enclose a l e tter f em. 
~~:Lana tory and I vo~ the Party Chairman . ' 

na hon as J>Ossibl urge you to send which is selt 
at the above add.r e to the Conservat. as &enerous a 
Klectioo. ess to enable us to ~ Bo~ · of Finance 

this most Vital 

Yours s incerely, 

!.:1!-lftldbo~ 

Smith and McAlpine are 
ensuring that millions of 
pounds flows into the Tory 
coffers to give maximum vent 
to their lies and distortions. 

In 1977 [not an election 
year] companies gave £771, 
038 directly to the Tories, 
plus £452,226 to British 
United Industrialists who 

channel money direct to the 
Tory Party. 

It is estimated that the Tory 
election fund would be bet· 
ween £12 million and £15 
million. A party for all tbe 
nation? No, just for big 
business. 

FINANCING THE ·sOCIALIST Committee Rooms and 
almost run itself-in aid of 
the 'Militant' , of course! 

Throughout the campaign 
every 'Militant' supporter 
must be 'armed', not only 
with plenty of "Election 
Militants", but with a note· 
book, collector's card , box, 
tin or bag to ensure maximum 
'capital' is made out of their 
activities. 

APPROACH 
Throughout the election 
campaign, 'Militant' and its 
supporters will be showing 
their fighting capacity, day 
by day and non-stop. They 
will be out to prove. 
action, oit the doorstep, in 
the streets, at factory meet

• ID 

that campaigning • 1ngs 
socialist 
results. 

policies gets 
on 

the 

MARXIST IDEAS 
ATTRACfSUPPORT 

Seeing a change being 
fought for in the Labour 
Party. encourages working 
people to get out and give 
their support. 

Now is the time to 
appeal to fellow activists to 
recognise "Militant 's" 
vital role in the Labour 
Party . Ask them to make 
a special donation to boost 

. its funds . and to get others 
to do the same . "Mili
tant's" e lection pledge 
sheet. is designed to help 
every supporter collect 
cash. 

Harlow supporters have 
produced their own appeal 
sheet to convince Labour 
sup porters to "dig deep " and 
help 'Militant ' step up the 

The wa~· in which the ideas of 
Marxism, and the programme 
of the 'Militant ' in particular, 
are continuing to grow in 
influence inside the labour 
movement was reflected on 
the Isle ~f Wight on March 
31st when the Labour Party 
held its Annual Meeting. 

'Militant' supporters were 
elected to the following 
positions: Chairman, Vice
chairmen [2 ], Secretary, As
sistant Secretary, Organiser, 
Assistant Organiser, Trades 
Union Liaison Officer, Youth 
Officer and 14 out of 18 seats 
on the Executive Committee. 

GMC meetings on the 
Island used to have great 
difficulty in reaching a quor
um up to a couple of months 
ago and the average age of 
delegates was about 50. Now, 
thanks to the influence and 
hard work of the LPYS and 
'Militant' supporters in the 
Party branches and trade 
unions, General Management 
Committee attendance has 

fight against the Tories. 
A 'Militant' "General Elec

tion Levy" sheet passed 
round the National Savings 
Bank office in Glasgow raised 
£41.25 within 48 hours of the 
election being announced! 
Nearly all the contributions 
from the CPSA members 
there were £1 or more. Well 
done! 

The numerous 'Militant' 
meetings being planned for 
the coming weeks should yield 
record results with the biggest 
and boldest appeals for cash 
ever made! Also , with the 
vastly increased sales of 
'Mili tant', we are expecting 
every seller to c6Uect £2 to £3 
each week just from extra 
pences given with the price of 
the paper. 

Comrades with cars will 
"come into their own'' as far 
as giving lifts to canvassers is 
concerned. "Fa res for the 

• Fighting Fund" should flour-

doubled, the average age has 
halved , and party member
ship and trade union affilia
tions have steadily increased. 

At the Adoption meeting 
following the AGM, 'Militant' 
supporter CathJ Wilson was 
unanimously adopted as the 
Labour candidate for the Isle 
of Wight in the General 
Election. The heightened 
political interest and aware
ness always generated by 
elections, and particularly 
this one, will give us on the 
Island a tremendous oppor
tunit)· to spread the ideas of 
Marxism to the working class 
of the Isle of Wight. 

Any comrades who might 
cnjoJ a "busman's holiday" 
on the Isle of Wight, which is 
nearly a marginal as we only 
need to gain an extra 22,000 
mtes to win, should contact: 
10 Fairlee Road. Newport 
526318. 

By Hrian Jones 
(Organiser/ Election 1 agent 

IOW CLP) 

ish! So should the " pints for 
the paper" , "coppers for the 
cuppas", and "silver for the 
sandwiches" before and after 
the election activities! 

Why not have a bit of a 
'Militant' party at your house 
for Labour election 'workers 
and make a littie money for 
the 'Militant' in the process? 

Organise a 'book' on the 
outcome of the election or a 
little local raffle , the sort of 
thing that can be left in 

The more the 'Militant' 
has, the more it can produce 
-to assist every worker in the 
fight for socialism! 

By Oare Doyle 

Front their 
own 

IIIOUihs 
Twice during mJ political 
lifetime, the headline 'A 
Million Unemplo~·ed'-which 
probably meant at most half a 
million or so genuine!)· unem
plo~·ed in a country with o~·er 
twice that number of unfilled 
vacancies- stampeded us into 
policies which most of us 
must surely regret ." 

Sir Keith Jose ph . speech on 
15th January 19 75 

"It is not the existence of 
classes that threatens the 
unit~· of the nation, but the 
existence of class feeling." 

The Right Approach (A 
statement of Consen·a tive 
aims) published 1976 . pl4 

"Restoration of our national 
prosperit_v will depend above 
all else on our industrial 
performance ... But the funda
mental problem has been the 
erosion of the cornerstone of 
the whole edifice of industrial 
enterprise profits and 
profitability." 

The Right Approach . p28 

"A wider understanding of 
pri;·ate enterprise and a 
greater identification with its 
success, should be accom
panied by measures to liber
ate profits. " 

The Right Approach , p30 
"Capitalism has its crises, the 
socialists used to claim." 

Sir Keith Joseph. Freedom 
and Order . published by 
the Conservative Political 
Centre. 1976 , pll 

"There _is room for argument 
whether the total burden of 
taxation is all that much 
greater in the United King
dom than in other leading 
industrial countri ~s." 

from The Right Approach 
to the Economy: Outline of 
an Economic Strategy for 
the next Conservati\·e Gov
ernm e nt by Sir Keit h 
Joseph . Sir Geoffrey Howe. 
lames Prior. and David 
Howell. 1977. p24 
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Marching against S U S 
local black-communtiy was 
e nthusiastic . Blacks in 
Bri'xton , especially the 
youth. see the police as 
their enemy. Demonstrat
ors were told of rn·o 
thirteen vear old black 
youths \~ho had been 
picked up under 'Sus' the· 
previous week in Brixton 
and taken into the local 
police station where their 
heads were forced down a 
toilet which was then 
flushed . 

the police getting your . 
photo and paymg you a 
visit later?" 

As Bob Lee , national 
secreta ry of the PNP 
Youth said at the rally in 
Brixton after the demo
The lab our movement 
must show that it is able 
and willing to take up the 
defence of the black com
munity aga inst police har
assment." 

s 

Last Saturday's anti -SUS march In Brixto_n Photo: J McKitrick M I LIT ANT 

By Kutay Erol 
(Southgate LPYS) 

'The workers united can 
never be defea ted', was 
one of the slogans taken up 
on the march . This is the 
wav for the labour move
me-n t to take up this issue. 
"What faces blacks today 
will face workers in strug
gle tomorrow ··, Bob Lee 
continued. " If. the Tories 
get to power and the bosses 
launch an offensiYe aga inst 
the workers' movement . 
than this and all other laws 
giving the police powers of 
arb itrary search and arrest 
without · trial would be 
brought to bear. " 

and police intimidation 

At one poin t a be tting 
shop emptied as those 
inside came ou t to buy 
copies of the 'Mili tant' and 
shout their support. An 
es timated 400 papers and 
hundre ds of a n t i- Su s 
badges were sold to mar
chers and enthusiastic on
lookers. But there was a 
certain hesita tion about 
joining in the demonstrat
ion. 

The comment of one· 
older black woman was 
common: " Of course we're 
in support . There 's a hell 
of a lot of people around 
here who are really frigh
tened of the police . My 
sons have been arrested on 
'Sus' . They pick up the 
youth for doing nothing. " 

The Labour manifesto's 
vag ue committment to 
review the law on 'Sus' 
(section 4 of the 1824 
Vagrancy Ac t) , with a view 
to repeal. must be streng
thened to the total abol
ition of 'Sus ' laws without 
replacement. "We've been waiting for someone to take this 

issue up for ages" . This was the response of one 
onlooker as 350 members of the London 
Labour Party Young Socialists and Peoples 
National Party [UK] Youth demonstrated 
against police harassment of black youth, and 
for the abolition of the notorious 'Sus ' law. 

We marched through 
the streets of Peckham, 
Camberu·ell and Brixton 
on Saturday afternoon (7 th 
April) chanting , distrib· 
uting leaflets and selling 
papers. Even while we 
were marching the police 

ELECTION REPORTS 
HULL- BY ELECTION 
In Hull , workers had their opportunity to record their 
feelings towards Thatcher right at the start of the general 
election campaign . And they did it in no uncertain 
terms. In a County Council by-election_ in Sutton 
Holdeness Ward , Labour increased its majority with a 

- swing of 12% . 
Labour candidate Norman Kendrew boosted the 

majority from 552 to 1,573 over 1977, and that with a 
third smaller overall turnout. He fought a campaign 
based on outright opposition to the social service and 
education cuts mounted by the Tory-run Humberside 
County Council. 

SCOTLAND 
Minutes after the announce
ment of the defeat of the 
government in its vote of no 
confidence the LPYS were 
campaigning. 

'Keep out the Tories' will 
be the main theme of our 
campaigning work. In the 
weekends before the election 
hundreds of LPYS members 
will pour in to the key 
marginal seats of Leith, West 

· Stirling and Lanark to mobil· 
ise the vouth vote for Labour. 
Almost a dozen Scottish CLPs 
have agreed to issue a Youth 
leaflet with youth speakers on 
the platforms arguing for a 
Labour mlljority with socialist 
policies. 

HAlLOW 
"We'll have to keep that 
Thatcher woman out", was 
the typical response on my 
first evening's canvass. · 

I had approached my first 
evening with some trepid· 
ation. What kind of mood 
would be found? I was 
canvassing my own area, 300 
council houses, an area full of 
council workers, hospital 
workers , and workers from 
local factories. 

At the end of the evening 

In Stirling a meeting organ· 
ised with the barest minimum 
of publicity attracted five new 
people. Clearly if YS branches 
organise street level activity 
they are going to get a good 
response as youth begin to 
look for the Labour Party. 
Denis Canavan M P has 
agreed to have 20,000 youth 
leaflets printed and to have 
LP YS speakers at party 
rallies. In addition a mlljor 
rally is being organised with 
LPYS speakers. This kind of 
acth·in can ensure that every 
single · voter under 26 knows 
that Labour's Youth have an 
answer to the Tories and the 
system they represent. 

Willie King, Chairman Scot
tish LPYS 

there were 88 Labour prom
ises, 6 definite Tories and 29 
doubtfuls, unlikely to vote:
But it was the enthusiasm to 
vote which was the encour· 
aging thing. 

One youngster just eligible 
to vote was unemployed. He 
had a job as a trainee 
carpenter. At eighteen, when 
he got the vote, and was 
eligible for the full rate he got 
his cards. He knew that his 
job prospects would dive if the 
Tories were returned: the 
YCAU campaign was right up 
his alleY. 

At ariother door an eighteen 

SWANSEA 
Swansea Labour PartJ Young 
Socialists has decided to 
begin its election preparation 
now. Along with organising 
leafletting and similar activ
ities , we have made sure the 
name and address of the YS 
secret a ry, and details of 
meetings are available any· 
where people might look. We 
have contacted local libraries , 
which have a list of local 
organisations, the citizen's 
advice bureau,and the post 
office. 

In addition we are writing 
to all the ward secretaries 
asking them to take a few 
copies of 'Left ' and the LPYS 
membership cards to keep on 
show in the committee rooms , 
so that any young helpers in 
the election know about the 
LPYS. We must make sure 
that young workers who are 
drawn into activitv in the next 
few weeks beco~e active in 
the Labour Party and Young 
Socialists during and after the 
election. 

Carol Sewell , Swansea LPYS 

vear old voter wanted to know 
his chance of getting housing 
when he got married. 'None if 
the Tories flog off the council 
houses' was my reply. 

18 "Militant 's" had been 
taken with interest, · not one 
Labour voter hadn' t respon
dea to the need for Labour to 
carr~· out a real socialist 
programme. According to my 
opinion polls Labour will win 
in a landslide if the working 
class is approached in a 
positive manner , and paper 
sales should top the million . 

Bob Edwards [Harlow CLP] 

picked up a young black 
and in the build-up to the 
demo comrades giving out 
leaflets in one Wal tham
stow street found out that 
police were picking up 
black youth in another. 

The response from the· 

Fear has bitten deep: "A 
lot of people are with you" 
she said , " but if we go on 
this march what is to stop 

This means tha t all 
t hose invo lve d in the 
campaign. and every wor
ker , black and white , must 
take the struggle against 
police harassment into the 
ranks of the Labour Party 
and trade unions. 

"How England 
Threatens To 
Put Back The 
Oock Four 
Centuries '' 
from the Dutch 
daily paper "De 
Volkskrant" 

Hoe Emreland Dreigt De Klok Vier Eeuwen Terug Te Zetten 

BRISTOL TRIBUNE RALLY 
"The basic issue in this election is 
whether we have a government of 
Thatcher and the Tories or a Labour 
government based on Clause 4 and 
Labour's programme, central to which is 
a fundamental and irreversible shift of 
wealth and power in favour of working 
people. This can only be achieved on the 
basis of nationalisation under. workers' 
control." 

Thus Eric Heffer summed up the 
situation facing the labour movement 
when he addressed a pre-elect ion 
'Tribune' rally in Bristol attended by 200 
people. He went on to point out that the 
Liberal victory in Liverpool Edgehill 
which had been announced the night 
before was a direct result of the desertion 
of socialist policies by the Labour 
government. 

Eric Heffer as well as Ron Thomas and 
Dennis Skinner who spoke later in the 
evening argued strongly that to overcome 
the continued failure - to implement 
socialist policies by successive Labour 
governments we needed greater control 
over our leaders through reselection. 

But unfortunately they tended to imply 
that as soon as we had automatic 
reselection, socialism would ·be an 
inevitable result- not pointing out that it 
would require a massive struggle by 
working people led by the Labour Party 
around a programme to take control of 
the economy by nationalising the major 
monopolies. 

Indeed the impression was often given 
that apart from lack of party democracy 
the major obstacle to socialism was 

Britain's membership of the EEC. 
Instead of calling for a socialist united 
states of Europe, speaker after speaker 
put forward the purely nationalist 
demand of British withdrwal from the 
EEC. 

No speakers from the platform put 
forward a bold programme for a labour 
victory. In fact even the " Tribune's" 
'Alternative· Strategy', which amounts to 
little more than tinkering with the 
capitalist system in the hope of making it 
work better was hardly mentioned. 

Tony Benn called for three major 
slogans 'Peace, Jobs and Democracy' . All 
of which are very desirable objectives, 
but none of which can be guaranteed 
without a socialist planned economy on a 
world scale. 

It was Eric Heffer who quoted the 
German Marxist Rosa Luxembourg 
when he said "Socialism cannot be 
achieved by decree-it must come from 
mass action by the workers." 

This is absolutely correct. Labour 
must organise a campaign geared to 
defeat the Tories and achieve a landslide 
victory for a government committed to 
changing society. But for that our 
approach must be: * Labour to power on a socialist 
programme 
* Nationalise the top monopolies under 
workers' control * For a society based on need not profit 

Paul Moorhouse [Chairman Bristol NW 
LPYS] 
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Trouble shooter 
Mrs Thatcher has agreed to present the 

British Press Awards this week, maybe 
hoping she'll get some flattering publicity 
herself. One of the prizes goes to three 
intrepid journalists who helped to expose · 
sanction-busting British companies who 
sold oil to the racialist Smith regime in 
Rhodesia. 

The activities of Castrol in particular 
came in for close scrutiny by the journalists, 
and the Binham inquiry. Bingham reported 
that "since 1965 lubricants have been 
marketed in Rhodesia under the brand
name Castrol... we have since then pursued 
the matter with Castrol so far as possible 
but without obtaining any clear picture as to 
how these products reached Rhodesia." 
Perhaps the honourable lady could fill in 
some of the details. Her husband, Denis 
Thatcher, was a director of Castrol Ud 
from 1967 to 1976. 

Out of the frying pan 
Bad news for all you golfers and squash 
players. If the importers don't lay off and 
we don't rally round and buy our sports' 
equipment from poor old Dunlop, top 
golfers· will be playing with hard-boiled 
eggs, the world champion squash player 
might as well use a fly-squatter and Virginia 
Wade could be reduced to hitting out with a 
frying pan. At least that's what they say in 
Dunlop's latest £400,000 advertising cam
paign. 

At the same time Dunlop are doing their 
best to close their Speke tyre factory, altho
ugh they dominate 3007o of the market. They 
say the factory doesn't bring them in enough 
profit. Perhaps with £400,000 invested in 
new equipment, it might stand a chance. If 
dole money doesn't stretch to buying a 
tennis racket it's not a disaster. But have 
you ever tried driving on plastic plates? 

Where he belongs 
Sir Richard Marsh, ex-Labour transport 
minister and former head of British Rail, 
has proved what many railway workers 
always thought: he's no fan of nationalis
ation. 

Speaking at the building supply bosses' 
annual luncheon, he pleased them all by 
·giving his views on the Labour Party's policy 
of nationalising the building industry, for 
which·: "I · camiot think of one economic or 
managerial reason .. .it would be laughable 
if it were not extremely worrying." The 
Building Material Producers' chairman 
added that what they wanted was "a 
steady-not wild-increase in demand." 
And if too many people get decent homes ... 

The renegade Sir Richard intends · to 
campaign for a Tory election victory. He 
feared the growing influence of the left in 
the Labour Party which "contains wi.thin it 
today many senior people who even ·ten 
years ago wquld not have been allowed to 
join." To put it another way: many Party 
members today are not willing to provide an 
easy ride to the top for Tories-in-disguise 
like Marsh and his friends. 

13 April 1979 M I LIT ANT 5 

REVIEWED BY 
THERESA 

APPLE TON, 
~THE COMING 

CONFRONTATION' 
"Will the 'Open Society' survive 
to 1980?" That well-known 
"independent" organisation, 
the 'Institute of Economic 
Affairs', put this question to a 
number of notables and pro-

-LEEDS 
LABOUR PARTY 

working people will change 
society, and as a result , 
over-ripe for destruction . 

. fessors such as F A Hayek, 
Nigel La.wson [Tory MP], Jo 
Grimond and Raymond 
Fletcher [right-wing Labour 
MP]. 

The concluding essay de
clares : " The decision is 
between confronting mono
poly unioR power' now , or 
drifting towards a still more 
imponderable and incalcul
able confrontation . . . " Trade 
unionists take note! 

The position of women in 
present society is also ack
nowledged as being useful to 
the bosses . The woman, or 
"housewife", "is more con
cerned than the man with 
take-home pay . .. " because in 
looking after the family she is 
more occupied in spending it. 

The answers, in the form 
of short essays, have been 
put together in a paper
back called 'The Coming 
Confrontation' [£2.50 
from the lEA]. 

It is essential reading if 
you want to sharpen your 
arguments against · the 
reactionary ideas and pro
posals put forward as a 
desperate means of halting 
the slide towards what the 
authors see as "collec
tivist'' societv . 

These are the views of some 
very eminent strategists, con

pered "market" can solve all 
problems, but it is being 
prevented from doing so by 
" monopolistic trade unions" , 
a state wh ich has now 
de ve loped an " intolerable 
bureaucratic paternalism that · 
is turning to inquisitorial 
tyranny," Marxist infiltration 
into every sphere of life and, 
according to · the Duke of 
Edinburgh , "intellectual dis 
sent and the reversal of 
trends". 

Union warfare 
cern ed about the future of- From the capitalists' point 
capital and the "free mar- of view , the book is not very 
ket'' . It is not a collection of hopeful; some suggest that 
rantings from ignorant bigots the process of "degeneration" 
(at least not entirelv). but. has gone too far. In relation 
of ideas which form tli.e basis to the trade unions, they 
of the arguments used by the write: "The longer the dis
bosses and their represent- armament of the monopoly 
atives. especially as the eke- unions is shirked. the more 
tion draws near. painful it will have to be .. . " 

The book has a tone of The unions are seen as an 
extreme urgency . The untam- instrument through which 

Furthermore , " she is less 
exposed than men to accept 
mass decisions , or moral 
pressure , in factory , trade 
union or political meetings. 
She feels herself less a 
member of a group or class 
than an individual. " 

From this the bosses will 
obviously conclude that they 
should direct their appeals at 
women. cyn ically using the 
press and media to divide 
men and women as far as they 
are· able and disorganise 
workers in conflict with the 
employer. They have already 
tried these tactics in the Ford 
and lorry drivers' disputes. 

On the issue ot ' 'the 
market'' , the general argu
ments of the monied classes 
against the Labour Partv and 
the unions are prepared: 

People are not to be found 
at work. bu t buying or selling 

BOB STOTHARD CONCLUDES HIS ACCOUNT 
OF THE MODERN LORRY~DRIVERS'JOB 

The next morning I rise at 
6.30 am, take a greasy break~ 
fast and set away for Manches
ter. By 12.30 I have one drop 
left, a warehouse in the 
suburbs. 

The gateman. often the -foe 
of the wagon driver , won't let 
me in until the · storemen 
resume work at 1.30pm. He 
won't even let me in to use the 
canteen for my dinner. I feel 
like sticking one on him but 
know it would be futile. 

When I'm tipped I phone 
the gaffer , who tells me to 
phone round for a load back. 
I settle for a load of new 
pallets from a contact of my 
own- it's easy to load and 

easy to tip. 
When I get there , however , . 

a queue of motors tells me I 
won ' t be home tonight-! 
wish they'd told me when I 
phoned up. I ring the gaffer 
again who tells me to tip the 
pallets in the morning and 
then load for the South-east 
straight away. 

I sit and try to figure i£ I 
can stay at home tomorrow 
night. 

A group of drivers stand 

about listlessly moaning in a 
variety of accents : every 
minute of your day has to be 
accounted for by law ; the 
environmentalists (" Brown 
bread and sandals brigade" 
as one wag calls them) want 
lorries off the road altogether 
without a thought for men's 
livelihoods or what will re
place the lorry ; the money; 
the bad digs ; having to fiddle 
agency cards; car park fees 
and phone calls to muster the 
pennies you will eventually 
take home . 

Then there 's overloading 
(you ;re suspicious but there's 
no weighbridge · about) ; the 
lunatic who could kill you 
without you being able to do 
anything about it when you'rt 
on the road or loading; load 
safety; EEC regulations ; poor 

on the " market" . All is 
sweetness and light until the 
trade unions or the "state" 
come along and ruin it . 

Heath and education , pur
chased with "vouchers" , are 
put up for sale along with 
consumer goods. 

Human beings are por
tniyed as though they were 
free atoms going about their 
business in the ubiquitous 
environment of the " market" . 
The exact relationship bet
ween the wealthy atoms and 
the poor or starv~ng atoms is 
not explored , excepting Ivor 
Pearce who says: "to grarit 
everyone the 'right' not to be 
poor is to deny to everyone the 
right to be rich ." 

This leads to the odd 
conclusion that, " ... to abolish 
poverty is to abolish the need 
to labour which is , outside of 
the Garden of Eden to abolish 
wealth itself ." (A back
handed way of confirming 
that labo ur creates all 
wealth.) 

The book covers other 
subjects: the decay of moral
ity, the pernicious role of 
left-wing intellectuals , the 
mentality and ambition of 
bureaucrats. the role of the 
political parties and so on . 

It is a warning of the 
measures the Tories and their 
big business bosses have in 
store. Bu t they can be 
~topped , if we ensure the 
election of a Labour govern
ment committed ~o decisive 
socialist measures to expose 
and undercut these grim 
'theories'. 

maintenance-the list could 
go on and on . 

The new EEC regulations 
imposing limits on drivers ' 
ea rnin gs th roug h driving 
hours. rest periods. mileage . 
an d all the rest of it. were in 
many drivers ' minds durii1g 
the recent strike to win a 
decent basic wage. But there 
is litt le doubt that it wi ll Qe the 
cowboys, no longer able to 
make a fast profit, who will 
suffer. We shou ld see the 
demise of the cowboy drivers 
who threaten the public at 
large. their brother drivers 
and organised labour. Thf;'-·is 
especially true of the tacho
gr-aph (see Alex lngram's 
excellent arti cle 'Militant' 
433) . 

Perhaps ther: the transport 
industry will be exposed naked 
and in dire need of re-organ
ising-under a socialist plan 
to protect jobs, the environ
ment and the running of 
industry for need and not 
profit. 

Never again need the old 
" tramp". despised by 'bosses 
and public alil_ce, re-appear 
from the past to threaten the 
drivers ' new-found strength. 

But this needs the efforts of 
every driver to attend his 
union branch meetings (get 
them held on Sunday morn 
ings if necessary to ensure 
everyone can attend) and 
Labour party rreetings to 
elect officials and MPs who 
will fight every inch of the way 
and, most important of all. 
can be recalled if they do not! 

Forward to the 35-hour 
week! 
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" that is a recipe for econ
omic and social disaster." 
That is the view of indus
trial relations held by 
Lord Justice Lawton, 
expressed while presi
ding over the case of 
National Graphical Ass
ociation versus capitalist 
law. Presumably the 
power of the unions 
should be curtailed so 
that no worker is faced 
with this terrible dilem
ma, and only has to bow 
down to one authority , 
that of the bosses. 

The NGA was 'sent 
down ' to the tune of 
£80,000, and that was 
only in costs for daring to 
appeal against a previous 
High Court Order, All 
this brings back memor
ies of the Heath days, the 
Industrial Relations Act 
and the sequestration of 
union funds. 

Using the 
loopholes 

Labour left 
But under what law do 

these judges operate now. 
Unfortunately it is the 
very legislation in tro
duced - by Labour to 
replace the Tories' Act
the Trade Union and 
Labour Relations Act. 
Heath tried to constrain 
the unions in a legal 
straight jacket. A few 
hefty tugs by the workers 
and the strings binding 
them snapped. The 
TULRA was Parliamen
tary recognition of what 
the unions in action had 
already achieved. It re
turned to them the rights 
they had lost, and was 
intended · to .give them 
extra immunity. 

That's where the jud
ges step in. By taking 
advantage of the loop
holes left open and by 
legal interpretation, 
Labour's intentions are 
being transformed into 
their opposite. 

Just one phrase "in 
furtherance of a trade 
dispute" , hides a multi
tude of dangers for the 
trade union movement. 
Under the TULRA wor
kers are not covered for 
any action that is deemed 
not to be "in further
ance" of such a dispute. 
And it is the courts that 
can decide . 

The NGA's 'crime' was 

Ominous noiaes from the Beach 

ARE THE UNIONS 
ABOVE THE LAW? 

to black all firms that 
advertised in the Not
tingham 'Evening Post' . 
The publishers of that 
journal, T. Bailey For
man , must be the most 
anti-union in their pro
fession. They have been 
involved in a long run
ning battle with the 
NGA, and just for good 
measure recently sacked 
all their journalists who 
had been so 'disloyal' as 
to participate· in the 
national strike for decent 
wages . 

So NGA printers nat
ionally refused to place 
the adverts of these 16 
blacked companies in 
any paper. The courts 
ruled that as the NGA 
had no "trade dispute" 

with the 16 it acted 
illegally. This judgement 
could lay any TU mem
bers taking sympathetic 
strike action open to legal 
proceedings. 

The threat to 
'secondary pickets' 

United Biscuits
whose chairman Sir Hec
tor Laing is, significantly, 
an advisor to Mrs That
cher- took out a similar 
successful injunction 
against a lorry drivers' 
picket. The High Court 
found that picketing a 
third party not directly 
involved in the "trade 
dispute " between the 
drivers and the haulage 
firms was unlawful. 
Apart from which it 

could cause the whole 
biscuit empire to crum
hle . 

Of course it was mere 
conincidence that what 
the judges· rules against 
just happened to be the 
only effective way to 
conduct that strike. Jud
icial interpretations are 
threatening secondary 
picketing if not the right 
to withdraw labour itself. 

The comments of their 
Lords of Appeal at the 
NGA hearing indicate 
that at least for printing 
workers where they think 
that right should be 
circumscribed . The NGA 
is a "very powerful 
Union" bemoaned Lord 
Denning, operating an 
effective closed shop. 

" Interference with the 
freedom of the press is so 
contrary to the public 
interest that it has to be 
regarded as the employ
ment of unlawful means" 
he went on. 

Most workers would 
challenge his concept of a 
' free press' . The same 
unions that have been 
taken through the courts 
have been pilloried by the 
monopoly press for their 
actions , and have no 
right of appeal against 
that. 

Lord Denning does 
accept that printers can 
strike for more money, 
but even then because of 
the public (dis)service the 
papers provide it should 
be settled bv arbitration. 

By 
Jeremy Birch 

And "it would be con
trary to principle that a 
union should seek to 
outflank ACAS . . . by 
industrial strength." 

Workers on the shop
floor should be attentive 
to these ominous noises 
drifting down from the 
Bench. If this is the 
attitude of judges expres
sed publicly, and if these 
are the weighted inter
pretations they are able 

· to put on the Labour 
government's legislation , 
how much licence would 
they be allowed by the 
Tories . 

'Political 
judgements' 

A special seminar for 

employers was organised 
last week to discuss the 
very questions of strikes 
and picketing, with a 
guest speaker from Uni
ted Biscuits and the 
barrister that advised the 
firm. The cost for the day 
incidentally was £75 per 
head . But John Miller 
(T&G WU N at i onal 
Chemicals Secretary) 
addressing the assembled 
directors and lawye rs 
really laid into the openly 
" political judgements" 
being made in the courts 
against organised labour . 
_ Not surprisingly the 
legal experts jumped to 
their own defence pro
cl_aiming the integrity 
and impartiali ty of the 

.judges. Few workers will 
be convinced. How can 
they have any confidence 
in capitalist law or those 
that administer it? '.'o 
defend their organisat
ions and to use whatever 
action they think neces
sary to win a dispute 
trade unionists can only 
rely on their own stren
gth. But at the same time 
they must pressurise the 
Labour leaders to streng
then and tighten up the 
legislation protecting 
union rights, and leave 
no room for any misinter
pretations . 

N.IRELAND-TRADE UNION ENQUIRY NEEDED...-. 
Aft~r the publication of the 
Bennet report, more and 
more evidence is accumulat· 
ing of the extent of torture 
and brutality in prisons in 
Northern Ireland, particularly 
in the infamous Castlereagh. 

Now the mlijority of North
em Ireland's police doctors 

1 are rep&ne4Jiv threatening to 
resign if the Chief Constable 
af the Royal Ulster Con
stabulary , Sir K enneth 
Newman, does not publicly 
admit that brutality has 
occurred. Coupled with the 
support of the association 
representing prison doctors 
and of the solicitors involvoo 
in cases arising out of the 
troubles, it is a sign that all 
the counter-allegations of the 
police authorities and the 
dirty tricks can no longer hold 
back the truth about con· 
ditions and treatment in the 

prisons. 
The labour mov~ment can

not afford to let mistreatment 
pass without action. The 
police and the army in 
Northern Ireland far from the 
gaze of most workers, have 
been refining the techniques 
of repression and torture 
available to the British ruling 
class. The press has rung with 
Tory denunciation of strikey 
and picketing, comparing 
these basic trade union rights 
to 'terrorism' . 

Responsibility 
for torture 

There can be littl~.: doubt 
that at some future date, such 
so-called 'llmited' necessary 
measures would also be 
considered by British capit
alism against iti main antag
onists, the organised workers. 

Who controls the RUC 

Workers in Britain and 
Ireland must demand that the 
movemellt campaigns against 
all repression; for a fulJ trade 
union enquiry into all torture 
allegations and the bringing 

to book of aU those respon
sible for torture. Ro)' Mason 
has indicated that he might 
not be retaining responsibility 
for Northern Irehmd even if 
Labour win the election. 

Regardless of this, however, 
the labour movement must 
know who iS responsible for 
acts of killing and torture and 
get assurances that no future 
Labour Minister will allow 

them to continue. 
The return of a Tory 

government would mean that 
such powers of detention and 
torture would be at the 
discretion of a thoroughly · 
anti-working class govern
ment. The threat to the 
labour movement is obvious. 
Workers in Britain and 
Northern Ireland must fight 
to keep the Tories· out of 
office and ensure that the 
Labour government is com
mitted to the ending of the 
Emergency Powers Act, Pre
vention of Terrorism Act and 
aU the apparatus of repres· 
sion ,in Northern Ireland. 

By Roger Shrives 
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A Tory government now under Mrs Thatcher 
would be infinitely worse than when they were 
last in power. Then as Minister for Education, 
she launched a series of attacks on working 
class education. In lllgher education, these 
included proposals to slash teacher training, 
and attempts to shackle Student Unions, which 
were successfully fought off by NUS. 

Now for St John Stevas 
(their likely Education Sec· 
retary) one of the "first 
priorities" would be to restore 
'direct grant status', to those 
savagely deprived by Labour .. 
The Conservative Research 
Centre's 'Politics Today' ac
tually lambasted the govern
ment for putting off school 
meal rises. "Yet another 
example of short term expe
diency", they cursed. Last 
year's Scottish Tory confer
ence went still further, declar
ing that children should be 
allowed to leave school at 15. 
To people 'like these, the 
education system is a luxury 
that can no longer be affor
ded. 

NUS must call on students 
to vote Labour in this election, 

By Mike l.evene 
(Delegate, 

Lanchester Poly) 

and work for the Labour 
Party. Only Labour can stand 
in the way of a Tory Britain. 
The ultra-left fringe groups of 
student politics are irrelevant 
in the class confrontation of 
this election. The 127 votes of 
'Socialist Unity' at Edgehill 
shows that very clearly. 

The fight for real socialist 
policies is being fought in the 
ranks of the Labour Party 
itself . This Labour govern
ment has capitulated to the 
pressures of big business. In 
the past few years, Labour 
Party Conference has passed 
resolutions opposing wage 

restraint, calling for a £60 
minimum wage and a shorter 
working week, for the nation
alisation of the banks , oppo
sition ·to the cuts in public 
expenditure, for a socialist 
campaign against racialism, 
and for the abolition of the 
House of Lords. Student~ 
should joint the fight for these 
policies to be implemented. 

The labour movement i ~ 
the only force in this countr: · 
capable of ·transforming soc
iety. To link the student 
movement to the labour 
movement, NUS must cam
paign for affiliation to the 
TUC and the Labour Partv, 
so our voice can be heard m 
the ranks of the labour 
movement. 

* Vote Labour! * Keep the Tories out! * Join your college Labour 
Club! Join the Labour 
Party Young Socialists! * Labour to power on a 
socialist programme! 

·uNEMPLOYED WORKERS 
MOVEM NT 

- SAME F.IGHT TODAY 
The 1914-18 war bad 
ended. The promises that 
had been fed to the troops, 
and the workers who 
stayed behind to make the 
weapons, that this would 
be the war to end all wars, 
were turning sour. 

After the heroes' welcome 
the soldiers received, they 
quickly found that there were 
few jobs to do. By 1921 
1,831,000 were unemployed: 
officially, that is, for like 
today the official figures hid a 
great army of unemployed 

- who were not regisgtered. 
Unemployment did not just 

mean a reduction in family 
income, it meant the most 
horrific grinding poverty. 
Benefit was set at 29/ - for a 
man and 25/ - for a woman 
with 3/ - for each child, but to 
obtain this you had to comply 
with the most Uringent con
ditions. 

Benefit could be withdrawn 
at the slightest excuse. This 
was the time of the means test 
when ·a family had to sell 
everything bar a few essentials 
before they could get Parish 
relief. Even these pathetic 
levels were under constant 
attack from the then Tory 
government and later, to its 
undying shame, the 1929-31 
Labour · government. 

For many this meant 
begging on the streets, but 
others were not prepared to 
tolerate this humiliation. 
They formed the Unemployed 
Workers' Movement. 

Its main objectives were to 
campaign for an end to the 
Poor Laws, and on any other 
attacks on the unemployed. 
The great battle cry ·of the 

movement was for work or 
full maintenance. Although 
the unemployed had little 
industrial muscle, they had 
numbers and they were pre· 
pared to use them. 

Overtime was one of the 
problems, many workers 
working 90 hours a week 
while millions rotted on the 
dole. The NUWM not only 
demanded the introduction of 
the 35-hour week, but where 
they found factories working 
excessive overtime they would 
march down to the factory 
and hold meetings with the 
workers to explain their case. 

Sometimes this would not 
only meet with opposition 
from the bosses but battles 
with the police, who, like 
today, were not afraid to use 
their batons on the unem
ployed. 

They would seal the fac
tories off, closing the switch
board and locking the factory 
gates, usually after discus· 
sions with the workers. This 
often resulted in more people 
being taken on. The NUWM 
were also involved in strikes 
lending their assistance where 
it was required. 

The main activity the 
NUWM became famous for 
was the hunger marches. 
From Glasgow, Liverpool and 
many other industrial areas, 
including later the miners 
from the Welsh valleys, 
thousands marched on tbe 
capital to lobby ministers, 
who frequently would not 
even see them. 

Instead the.v set tb~ poli".e 
on them, but despite the fact 
that governments ignored 
them and TUC leaders dis
owned them, hundreds of 

thousands of workers suppor
ted them. 

Each time the NUWM 
marched, the numbers taking 
part increased, until in, 1931 
when they went to lobby the 
government, over 150,000 
people assembled in Hyde 
Park. The government bad 
just announced savage re~uc
tions in benefit. 

Under this great pressure 
the government relented a 
little and scaled down the 
reductions, but this still 
meant tremendous problems 
for the unemployed and their 
families. 

'fhe Second World War cut 
across the growth of the 
NUWM, hut it leaves behind 
the memories of the great 
hunger marches and the 
bitter determination of the 
unemployed not to stand by 
idly whil~ the bosses attacked 
what little means of susten
apce they had. 

Unfortunately, despite the 
fact that many of its leaders 
were great class fighters like 
Tom M ann and W a! 
Hannington, as a leadership 
they largely failed to go 
beyond day-to-day demands 
of the unemployed and link 
tbese to the need to change 
societv. 
Ha~ing mobilised great 

numbers of workers, they did 
not turn their energies to 
direct political action. If they 
had done so, the outcome 
would have been very differ· 
ent. 

By 
Jeff Price 
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Manchester demo for a ''Living Grant' Photo: John Smith (IFL) 

NUS.NEEDS 
SOCIALIST POUCIES 

NUS Conference meets after a year of 
'lull' in student politics. The defeats 
suffered by students on a number of issues 
have seen the bulk of students turn away 
from political activity. But the problems 
of students still stare them straight in the 
face. 

The most important point for dele
gates to consider at this Conference is the 
lack of any leadership in the past year 
from the NUS Executive. They have 
consistently refused to support college~ 
fighting on local issues, such as the cuts, 
quotas, nurseries etc. But also, the 
grants campaign has been poorly 
organised and led . 

The NUS leadership have demanded a 
26% increase in grants, although this 
would still leave many students on the 
poverty line . But they have consistently 
failed to explain how , in a time of 
economic crisis , this can be won. NUS 
should launch a grants campaign around 
the theme of opening education to the 
working class , highlighting the problems 
that the FE and Technical College 
students face. 

This has to be linked to a socialist 
education programme, to completely 
transform the present education system , 
abolish the binary system and see a 
massive increase in education expen
diture. But the lesson of the past few 
years of economic crisis is that every 
reform won by the working class is placed 
in danger when the bosses need to restore 
profits. 

The major discussion at the Conference will 
be on the NUS Constitution. At present, 
NUS Conferences are a sham of democracy, 
with a minimum of political debate. On the 
specific proposals of the Constitutional 
Review Body, Conference should admit 
part-time students as full members of the 
union , and they should be fuUy represented at 

The NUS should fight for: * A grant of £1,800 per annum for all 
students! 

* A massive increase in education 
expenditure! An emergency building 
programme to end all slum colleges! 

* No rent increases in halls of residence 
. or increases in canteen prices! 

* End educational apartheid-abolish 
the binary system and introduce a 

NUS Conference. 
Conference should also reject proposals for 

campus-wide ballots and Student Represen
tative Councils in Student Unions. The Union 
General Meetings should make policy and 
elect NUS delegates. 

But, NUS must consider how to ensure the 
maximum Political debate at Conference .. 
Propusals ·to · rriake· one Conference a 
'business' Conference should be rejected. The 
Executive Report should bt: taken as a whole, 
in one or two sessions, with delegates having 
the automatic right to ask questions, 
abolishing the present cumbersome proced
ure. Also, speakers should be called from the 
floor of Conference. The present cumbersome 
procedure allows the ordinary delegate the 
minimum of real participation. 

The NUS has been led by the 'Broad Left' 
for five years now. The recent · changes 
proposed in this alliance-of including 
Liberals, Christians and other 'progressives'
while it breaks with the former monolith of 
the Broad Left, compounds the original 
mistake of these people in cobbling together 
an electoral alliance, and then deciding on a 
compromised political programme. There is 
a large amount of cynicism in the colleges 
towards the Broad Left, and this latest 
example of 'wheeler-dealing' will not help the 
fight for socialist policies in NUS. 

Members of the National Organisation of 
Labour Students should · be particularly 
concerned at the participation by the 
leadership of that organisation in this 
alliance-did Labour benefit from the 
Lib-Lab pact? Nevertheless, for elections at 
this Conference with NOLS refusing to 
campaign independently, 'Militant' suppor
ters amongst the Labour students will vote for 
those Broad Left candidates from the 
workers' parties. 

By Alan Watson 
(NU~ Polytechnic Committee 

and NOLS NC, personal capacity) 

comprehensive higher education 
system! 

* Education to be run by the working 
- as the only force in society that can 
break the grip of big business! 

* A socialist economic programme-to 
guarantee the resources for a decent 
education system open to the working 
class! 
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~ Pin this up on your factory or office wall, I 
~ show everyone just who the Tories are 

UNION RIGHTS 
THREATENED 
All the basic trade union and 
democratic rights conquered by 
the British working class in m~re 
than 100 years of bitter struggle 
will be threatened if a Tory 
government .is elected on 3rd May. 
Thatcher demanded the 
abolition of the right to 
strike for certain kev 
groups of workers in 
"essential" services, action 
against the closed shop, 
the organised expression of 
strong- trade unionism
and action against picket
ing, a vital weapon for 
making any strike effec
tive. 

The Tory 'liberal' Prior 
tried in the past to calm 

-tht fears of trade union 
leaders. He also led thE 
efforts to silence the anti
trade union ravings of hi!o 
more impetuous friends on 
the Tory front bench. 

But his real policies 
differ from Thatcher only 
in emphasis. In 1977 he 
told the ton conferencE' 
"We are against the closed 
shop, full stop''. 

The vicious Tory mouth
piece of big business, the 
'Economist', recently 
opposed the withdrawal of 
social _ securit~ pa~· ments 
from strikers. They sugges
ted instead that the pay
ments should be made and 
then tak:en from union 
funds after the strike is 
over! 

The Ton 'Financial 
Times has "rev·ealed that 
"the 'Conservatives are 
actiYelJ considering wheth
er to tr_y and amend the 
law which gives trade 
unions immunit_y_ from 
damages. TheJ want to 
make unions liable for 
inducing breaches of con
tract by workers not dir
ect!~ involved in disputes.'' 

In other words a That
cher government would try 
to plaJ the_ same dirty 
game as Heath with his 
Industrial Relations Act by 
seeking to hit the unions 
where it hurt most, in the 
pocket. 

These attempts to curb 
picketing _ and sympathy 
strikes [the second most 
numerous group of strikes J 
if enshrined in law, would 
mean the intimidation of 
the courts, sentences, and 
massiYe fines for countless 
trade unionists. 

Prior has warned that an 
incoming Tory government 
would bring in legislation 

1971 
WORKERS MARCH 
AGAINST TORIES 

-THATCHER 
HAS LEARNED 

NOJHING 
for postal ballots in the 
trade unions, a move 
designed to ghe right-wing 
press magnates more 
direct influence ov-er the 
outcome of trade union 
elections-. 

He also announced that 
the Tories will trv and cut 
down on social securitv 
money paid to the familie-s 
of strikers. Other Tory 
MPs, such as Michael 
Brotherton, call for a total 
withdrawal of these pay
ments. 

Back-bench Tory MPs 
are not always priv·) to the 
hJpocritical manoeuvrings 

By 
Brian lngham 

of their leaders and thus at 
times blurt out the real 
feelings of the Tory Party. 

For instance, Ronald 
Bell, a right-wing Tory 
MP, has declred that 
"Strike breaking must 
become the most honoured 
profession of all." 

Nicholas Fairburn, Ton 
MP for Kinross and West 
Perthshire, complained 
"The pay strike is wrong ... 
pay strikes are mereiJ 
lawful robber} and pickets 
licenced or lawful robbers. 
They shoutd be outlawed." 

And ex -Tory minister, 
Geoffre~ Rippon called for 
the next Tor~- government 
to "create a citizens volun
teer resene" to be used as 
a blackleg force against 
the trade union movement. 

Some Tory leadtts, such 
as Heath and Prior have 
tried to learn from the 
battering which the last 
TorJ gov·ernment recehed 
at the hands of the unions. 

They saJ the next Tory 
government must at least 
begili to lean on the trade 
union leaders so as to hold 
back the trade union rank 
and tile. 

But the bosses have 
decided- and what theJ 
say goes in the Tory 
Party-that the onh wav 
to sahage the mess into 
which they hav-e dragged 
British industry, is by a 
sav-age att-ack on thing 
standards and jobs. 

To do this they must 
'confront' the power of the 
unions. The Tories hav·e 
prepared for such a con
frontation. 

Lord Carrington headed 
a team which imestigated 
the chances of the army 
being used on a large scale 
to break strikes. He reluc
tantly came to the con
clusion that this was not 
possible, at this stage, 
firstly because there were 
not suft1cient troops, sec
ondh because this would 
"damage the fabric and 
practice of the countrJ's 
politics". In other words 
all the loftJ pretence of 
'one nation' would be 
shattered: the state would 
be rev·ealed as the open 
tool of the bosses. 

Carrington feared the 
intensification of militancy 
this could bring and also 
the politkal conclusions it 

MARGARETTHATCHER:Tonl~d~ 
since 1975. As Minister for Education in 
the Heath government who abolished free 
school milk for children ov·er sev-en , she 
cameo~ the title 'Thatcher the Milk 
Snatch-er'. 

In a poll of v·isitors at Madame 
Tussaud's she came third in the 'Hate 
and Fear' categorJ behind -Hitler and 
Amin. She pushed Dracula and Jack the 
Ripper into fourth and fifth places! 

WILLIAM WHITELA W: Tory Deputy 
Leader. He is a big farmer in 
Cumberland and a landowner with a 
masshe estate in Scotland. Is supposed 
to be a Ton 'dov·e' but recentlv· declared 
that a To~y government wo~ld "con
front" the unions. 

MICHAEL HESELTINE: Known as 
'Tarzan' because of his flowing locks and 
threats against the working class. 
Chairman of Haymarket Press. 

LORD THORNEYCROFT: Chairman 
of the Conservative Association. Also 
chairman of the big rubber and cable 
monopol~- Pirelli, one of the four firms 
obliged to repay £9 million to the Post 
Office after admitting operating an 
illegal price fixing ring. 

could produce among 
trade unionists;-for an 
end to capitalism and for 
the building of a socialist 
socieh. 

The threat to the work
ing class from a Tory 
gov·ernment is most clearly 
illustrated bJ the 'secret' 
report of TorJ MP Nich
olas Ridley. 

He wrote: "The eventual 
battle lines should be on 
ground chosen by the 
Tories, in a t1eld theJ think 
could be won I railways, the 
chil senice, or steelJ. 
The truth is that even in 
these industries the Tories 
could be defeated. 
Rirllev revealed that the 
power or the trade unions 
is incompatible with a 
T9ry government trJing to 
undermine the conditions 
of the working class on 
behalf of the bosses. He 

anticipated "a major chal
lenge from a trade union 
either ov-er a wage claim or 
over redundancies." 

He thought this would 
come in the mines, and 
listed elaborate strike 
breaking precautions: 

KEEP THE 
TORIES OUT 

"la! build up maximum 
coal stocks, particularly at 
power stations; I b I make 
contingenc~· plans to im
port coal; Jc] encourage 
r~cruitment of non-union 
lorry drivers bJ haulage 
firms to help mov·e coal 
where necessary; JdJ intro
duce dual coal/oil firing in 
all power stations as 

quick!~ as possible.'' 
Ridlev- also comes out in 

favour of a squad of scabs 
that would be given police 
protection to cross picket 
lines! 

But in spite of all their 
plans to deston the accu
mulated power of the trade 
unions the Tor_y party 
would once again find that 
it is not possible to simply 
take away with an Act of 
Parliament what the work· 
ing class has won in 
generations of struggle. 

A full scale attack bY the 
Tories will rouse the trade 
unions now 12 million 
strong as nev·er before. 
Thatcher, like Heath be
fore her will be sent 
packing with a bloodJ 
nose! 

But the Tories must not 
be ghen the chance of 
unleashing such an attack. 



SIR KEITH JOSEPH: Former director 
of family firm Bovis Holdings, building 
contractors. 

workers in ailing firms and industries 
should expect little sympathy from him: 
"This government actively obstructs 
prosperity and the creation of jobs by 
endlessly intervening to 'save jobs' " he 
wrote I in Conservative Monthly News, 
October 1977]. 

LORD CARRINGTON: Ton leader in 
the House of Lords. Described bv the 
'Daily Mail' as "among the wealthiest of 
the TorJ landed gentry". Director of 
Barcla~·s Bank, Cadbury Schweppes and 
big monopol~· Rio Tinto Zinc. 

GEOFFREY HOWE: Director of seven 
companies including EMI , Alliance 
Assurance. 

In 1971 EMI gave £1,000 to Thatcher's 
"think tank" the Centre for Policv 
Studies. · 

EMI employs S 1,000 people in 33 
countries; in 1977 it paid its 33,986 
employees in Britain an average wage of 
£56 a week. Its profits rose by £10 million 
from f.Mm to £74m. 

FRANCIS PYM: Ex 
managing director of 

· George Gallowa~· and 
Webb. 

JAMES PRIOR: Farmer,and land agent. 
Director of United Biscuits Holding. 
This company took out an injunction 
against a picket during the lorr)· drivers 
strike. 

Housing, Healtfl,. Social Services~ 

SPENDING WILL 
BE SLASHED By 

Wayne.Jones 

council The Tory 
Wandsworth have 

• ID 

cut 
encouraged together with 
private medical schemes. If 
you're ill and you can't affort 
treatment, bard luck! 

their grant for summer 
outings for kids from 
£1.13 per child to 7p. A 
53 o/o increase in prices 
has been put on meals on 
wheels. 

Council house spending 
will be drastically cut. Subsi
dies will be slashed. "Over the 
last few years there has been 
an explosion in public sector 
housing expenditure for which 
there is no conceivable social 
or demographic justificat
ion". 

No justification?! The 
fact of one miUiQn . families 
on waiting lists for a council 
home give the lie to this This js nothing 

compared to the fero
cious cuts that would 
be unleashed by the 
Tories against the 
working class if they 
are returned to office. 

Tory councils up and down 
the country have slashed 
welfare and social services 
designed to help those most in 
need. In Birmingham 18 
children's homes are to be 
closed in two years, and a 
total freeze on social services 
spending in 1979. 

When the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 
under Sir Malby Crofton, 
drew up a list of cuts for 
1977 · 7 8 they included cutting 
bus permits for the blind 
[saving £1,300], subsidised 
holidays for the severely 
handicapped 1£14,700] , and 
council-installed teleYision for 
the chronically sick [£4,000]. 

What callous disregard for 
human suffering! And these 
are the same people who rant 
and rave about the ' inhu
manit~· · of the striking low 
paid local authority workers. 
What rank hypocrisy! 

Both in words and deeds 
the anti -working class, reac
tional)· nature of the Tories 
has been re\'ealed. 

The NHS would be dis
mantled. The whole principle 
of free treatment for the sick, 
introduced 30 years ago when 
the NHS f11st came into being 
and which was one of the 
greatest achievements of the 
labour movement would be 
abandoned. 

'Hotel' charges for staying 
in hospital has been prop
osed. "There will be no more 

Cuts totalling 
£4,000 million 
would be the 
order of the 
day if the 
Tories are 
returned. This 
would not 
include 
expenditure on 
defence and 
'law and order' 
which would 
be increased 

e 

disgraceful statement, to 
gether with the millions of 
homeless, slum dwellers, and 
thqse living in overcrowded 
cdffditions. · 

If this were not enough, 
Tories intend to decrease 
council housing stock by 
selling them off. They will not 
be replaced . 

Wandsworth Tories have 
left brand new council houses 
vacant whilst £208,000 has 
been spent on keeping van
dals out. Even more was spent 
ad,·ertising them for sale! 
Capital spending on housing 
over the next four years has 
been cut by £23 million. 

Education too will suffer, 
but not for the children of the 
rich. Their privileged schools 
and colleges will be maintain
ed and subsidies to fee-paying 
and 'direct grant' schools will 
be increased. Such action will 
be one of the 'first priorities' 
of the next Conservative 
government, thus cutting the 
puhlic money used to benefit 

money for the NHS under a all children. 
Consermtive gov.ernment", School meals' charges will 
was the blunt message of Tory be increased e\·en higher than 
Social Sen·ices spokesman already proposed under the 
Patrick Jenkin . Labour go,·ernment. 

What clearer indication of Cuts totalling .£4,000m 
the Tories intention to sabo- would be the order of the day 
tage the NHS can be given? if the Tories are returned. 
Hospital closures , staff shor- This would not include expen
tages and lengthening waiting diture on defence and 'law 
lists will result. 600,000 are and order' which would be 
already waiting for treatment. increased . 
40,000 of them are urgent The scale and nature of 
cases! People will die! these cuts and · the examples 

Prescription charges will be ghen are a grim warning to 
raised. The phasing out of the working class · of the 
private pay beds, initiated by consequences of a Tory 
the Labour government to gm·ernment. 
prevent queue jumping by the The Tories must never have 
well-off will be stopped. · the opportunity to carry out 

Private pay beds will be such policies. 

The trade union movement 
must ensure that the 
Tories suffer a humiliating 
defeat. 

A Trade Union Cam 
paign for a Labour Victon 
has been organised nation·
allv. Committees of this 
campaign must be estab
lished in eYen facton and 

SMIRKEP TiiATCHE'R WJTJi BOSS£S BEHJMD HER 
~'IlL RIP THE TF£Ttl OUT oF THJS Tl4ER: 

- jjND THf SMIRI< 
\-IJ\$ TRJlNSF~EI> 

in e\·en area. A massiYe 
drive should be launched 
throughout the trade uni - -
ons to maximise the trade 
union mte for Labour and 
in order to keep the Tories 
out of office . 

Camassing teams sho
uld be mobilised from 
among trade union mem
bers and taken especially 
into the marginal seats. If 
such a campaign is waged, 
on a socialist programme, 
throughout the trade uni
ons, then the defeat of the 
Tories is assured. 

BU'f SIII> TO RELATE To 1HE 7l4ER 
Of.J) THATCHER 'iOT AT5 ..... 

~1'7'~~ 
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MIDDLE EAST TREATY-
17 months. after 8adat's dramatic visit to 
Jerusalem, the Egyptian leader h3s at 

last signed a treaty with Begin, the A Frag·lle Peace · Israeli Premier. But the fragile basis of . . 
the agreement has already been demon- _ 

strated by the opposition to it in Israel in ,~~~rJ:IE~,~~31i;;;i~~~~~~=i"'";~-;~ the Arab world and in the occupied R A N 
territories. Key questions have not been --· ·-.,r · 

discussed in the negotiations because 
there could not be an agreement on 
them, owing to a conflict of interests .. 

In Lebanon Israeli-

By John Pickard 

give aid to the North Yemeni 
government, but the Saudis 
have been so paralysed by 
their own impotence that 
their own policies have faced 

Oilfz.elds 
Pipelines 
Gcmt'tlct 

D l 

armed Otristian mil
itias maintain a proxy 
occupation of the bor
der area and there is 
the question of the 
occupied Golan area 
on the Israeli-Syrian 
border. But the most 
important problem of 
all, the position of the 
Palestinian Arabs in 
the Gaza and the 
West Bank, has been 
left in abeyance. 

both directions at the same . .. (i~s pipelines~ A R A B J A 
time. On the one hand,~~~iiii.a.a.amia.~ ............ ~~ .. ~~ .................... .iii~~ ...................... al 

The issue has been 
left suspended in mid
air, open, as with all 
the previous agree
ments, to a variety of 
interp..-etations. In
deed only days after 
the completion of the 
latest round of negot
iations, the Egyptian 
and Israeli govern
ments wHe at logger
rheads over the inter-
preta.tion of the 'aut
onomy' clauses. 

The. new agreement can in 
no way be an 'overall peace' 
treaty. It is no more than a 
temporary measure, prom
oted by American Imperial
ism especially, to reduce the 
chances of an Arab-Israeli 
war by trying to eliminate 
from the conflict the biggest 
and strongest of the Arab 
states . The momentum for 
the negotiations has been 
developed because of the dire 
need for stability to protect 
Western oil and other /strat
egic interests . 

Hanging over all the neg
otiations like a black cloud 
has been the spectre of the 
Iranian revolution. All over 
the world, but in the Middle 
East particularly , the ruling 
classes have suffered an 
enormous blow to their mor
ale and confidence as a result 
of the Iranian upheavals. 

Even in semi-feudal states 
like Saudi Arabia and Ku
wait, there have been calls for 
the resu rrection of long-dead 
'Assemblies' , in the hope that 
these will act as safety valves 
to head off any incipient 
social unrest. The recent 
border war between the two 
Yemeni states (one, South 
Yemen, based upon a state
owned economy and Russian 
=ntemational patronage) must 
la\'e sent new panic waves 
;hrough the palaces of the 
Jil-rich sheiks. 

The American and Egyp
tian governments rushed to 

Khaled relies upon the com-
fort of the American military 
umbrella·and clearly fears the 
spread of social movements, 
but on the other hand is Begin has already given a 
afraid to ape the Shah's committment to right-wing 
complete dependence on the Israeli Knesset members that 
US . his interpretation of the deal 

The Peace Agreement has means,that there will never be 
put the Saudi regime in a - an independent Palestinian 
position where it stands to state. He has tried to 
lose face whether it supports distinguish between auton
the agreement or opposes it. omy for the Arab 'population' 

Sadat must also have and autonomy for the '!er
contemplated the dangers to ritory' -the first being per
his own government by sig- missible , the second not. 
ning the peace accords, after This interpretation is a 
the events in Iran. But on the continuation of the Camp 
other hand, the pressing David accords of last Sept
economic crisis at home ember which referred to the 
cannot be left to one side. Israeli state's 'security' needs 
5adat has far more to risk, at as being paramount . In other
least in the short term by not .words the 'autonomy' that 
signing some kind of peace Begin proposes means little or 
deal than by signing it. no change in the political and 

What faint hopes there are social freedoms for West 
for a recovery of the Egyptian bank Arabs. They will con
economy, and for staving off tinue to live in a police-state 
growing opposition among subject to land expropriations 
the workers, are based upon a and military harassment. 
re-orientation away from a More than a quarter of. the 
war economy, on increased total awa of the West Bank 
American aid and perhaps has already been confiscated 
even on trade with Israel. by the ·Israeli authorities , 

But for the mass of Arabs most of it being among the 
in the Israeli-occupied areas, best farming land . The 
the agreement has been seen Israeli settlements, number
as a betrayal of their own ing over 70 on the West Bank 
interests , and despite all the hold more than 90,000 set
discussions about 'autonomy' tiers, about 13 per cent of the 
the only prospect that they total West Bank popl!lation. 
can see before them is a The Israeli authorities sub
continuation of Israeli mili- sidise the settlers to develop 
tary rule. schools, transport, health and 

Palestinian prlsonen in courtyard of West Bank prison 

PALESTINIANS 
IGNORED· 

SOCIAL ICT 
GROWS 

other services while the Sflme 
authorities run down the 
services provided for the mass
of the Arab population. Over 
60,000 West Bank Arabs have 
been forced to seek employ
ment in Israel itself and the 

ment in the Israeli-occupied 
areas will be to heighten the 
tensions and the conflicts that 
are already present. There 
will literally be explosive 
consequences for the West 
Bank. 

social conditions forced a r-~~~~""':'!:~~-::::~~"e 
further 22,000 to cross into 
Jordan (the East Bank) last 
year alone. 

The announcement of the 
peace agreement brought im
mediate protests from the 
West Bank Arabs. At the 
same time an Israeli court 
published a judgement in 
effect legalising the seizure of 
Arab property for use by 
Jewish civilian settlements, 
further fuelling the anger of 
the Arabs. 

The whole of the West 
Bank was rocked after the 
agreement with riots , busi
ness strikes and school stri
kes. Road blocks were set up 
and demonstrators sttlned 
Israeli military vehicles. The 
Israeli military authorities 
replied with their customary 
brutality and in the....,ea d at 
least two Arabs were shot 
dead and many more were 
arrested or hospitalised. 

Taking Israel and the 
occupied areas together, the 
total Arab population now 
numbers about 50 per cent of 
the total, and the proportion 
is growing. There is no 
possibility that the Israeli 
ruling class can continue to 
govern this half of 'its' 
population except by an 
increasing use of the most 
bloody -..nd brutal methods. 

The Egyptian-Israeli agree
ment will in the short term 
stabilse their own government 
relations and so lessen the 
chances of an immediate 
Arab-Israeli war, but the 
effect of the 'peace' agree-

US AID TO EGYPT 
AND ISRAEL 
(IN BILLIONS 
OF DOlLARS) 

'75 '76 

TO ISRAEL 

*ESTIMATED EXTRA 
$4.5 BILLIONS TO 
BOTH NAJ TONS RE
SU LTI NG FROM 
TREATY, 1980-82 

Within the Israeli Jewish 
population there will also be a 
growing rift between the 
imperialist Zionists and the 
working-class. The latter pre
fer peace and security to Old 
Testament obscurantism. The 
ultra-Zionists may themselves 
launch some form of civil 
disobedience within Israel 
and already their armed 
vigilantes have attacked 
Arabs in the area. The angry 
clashes between left and right 

in the Israeli Knesset are a 
small reflection of the gulf 
that will open up betwe en the 
classes in Israel , especially in 
the context of the growing 
economic crisis and the effect 
of that on living standards. 

!'he scale of the opposition 
that Begin has encountered tc 
the peace treaty is an 
indication of the dilemma 
that faces Israeli capitalism. 
They are in great difficulties 
whether a peace treaty is 
signed or not, they are 
reaping the results of their 
own foundation and history . 
But given the balance of the 
various factors, especially in 
the light of Ameriqm pres
sure, their dependence on 
Arab oil, the threat of social 
revolution and so on , Begin 
and Israeli capitalism have 
been forced to face the lesser 
risk-in the short term-of a 
treaty . 

After the rhetoric about the 
Palestinian cause, Sadat will 
only give hypocritical support 
to the aspir;,1tions of the 
Palestinian on the West 
Bank , for the right to 
self-determination. The 
Saudis also , despite their 
threats to cut off aid to 
Egypt, will be forced to 
recognise the logic of their 
own weak . position- social 
stability means at least as 
much to King Khaled as it 
does to Sadat-and will 
probably continue to prop up 
the Egyptian economy, at 
least on the quiet. 

At the time of Sadat's visit 
to Jerusalem in 1977, the 
press was absolutely blind 
with euphoria .. Today there is 
a remarkable difference in the 
tone of the comments about 
the peace deal-"a small and 
temporary step, yes, per
haps" ... but the ruling circles 
of the capitalist classes of the 
West are also worried about 
the longer-term. 
_ There is an air of forebod 
-ing about the future . The Fin
ancial Times commented: "in 
the last analysis (is) the 
danger that the Israeli-Egypt
ian agreement may provoke 
instability where it was meant 
to bring peace" and elsewhere 
its Middle East editor com
ented that Carter "must be 
wondering if the agreement 
has the substance of gold or of 
a base and brittle metal" . 

The regimes in the Middle 
East based upon capitalism 
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and landlordism are the root 
cause of social and national 
antagonisms. Agreements 
that preserve the reactionary 
basis of these states in effect 
maintain and pre~erve the 
causes of further wars and 
social upheavals. Peace agree
ments with "the substance of 
gold" are possible, but only 

1 on the basis of socialist 
change and socialist leader
ship in the Middle East and 
elsewhere. 

"Peace" between Israel and 
. Egypt, while the Israeli ruling 
class occupies the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank solves 
nothing. At the same time the 
social contraditions in Egypt 
will grow. The landlord-cap
italist ruling class in Egypt 
will get the lion's share of any 
new wealth created by lessen
ing the burden of arms 
expenditure. 

In Israel the lessening of 
the "threjl-t" from without, '!s 
has happened on every occas- . 
ion, has seen an explosion of 
strikes. 

And here is the essence of 
the solution. The imperialists, 
especially American Imper
ialism are interested in keep
ing the region divided and 
powerless. They are interest
ed , as in Iran , in having the 

Under tbe shaky embrace of American imperialism 

PAKISTAN: 

oil areas con trolled by react
ionary semi-feudal absolutist 
dictatorships which will be 
subservient to them. 

But , as in Iran, the social 
contradictions in Egypt , in 
lsrael, aHd the other Arab 
states are growing. 

UNREST GROWS AFTER 
BHUTTO'S DEATH 

The killine of former President Bhutto has 
provoked massive uproar in Pakistan. The 
barbaric manner of his death and his secret 
burial has added to the peoi}le's horrified 
disgust towards the military regime. 

Immediately the news of 
Bhutto's death was an
nounced, demonstrations 
occurred t~roughout Pak
istan. Barricades were · 
temporarily erected in 
Rawalpindi, 30,000 people 
assembled in protest in 
Lakarna [Bhutto's constit
uency] and street battles 
broke out in Lahore and 
Karac:hi. 

Even the pro-Zia party, 
the Islamic Pakistan Nat
ional Alliance disassoci
ated itself from the killings 
of Bhutto and the four 
others sentenced to death 
with him. 

Zia and the military regime 
had felt that either way they 
had difficulties over Bhutto. 
If he was pardoned he might 
in future stir up unrest, 
return to power and threaten 
them. If executed there might 
be demonstrations. In the end 
they characteristicaUy chose 
the path of rep ression. 

populari ty . 
And fliat could herald a 

new period of unrest in the 
country. Neither the military 
regimes or its backers have · 
anything to offer the people of 
Pakistan except more repres
sion. 

Internationally the killing 
was con<U!mned by Western 
and Soviet regimes. These 
condemnations had noth ing 
to do with the personality of 
Bhutto. Western imperialism 
had backed Zia's overthrow of 
Bhutto in 1977 . Now they 
were concerned about the 
po litical consequences for 
Pakistan if he was killed. 

Demonstration in London when Appeal Court voted 4-3 for death 

They were especially wor
ried about the danger of the 
regional dismemberment of 
Pakistan . 

Their worries were crystal
_lised by the claim of some of 
las.t week's demonstrators 
that: "Now this country will 
be like Iran." 

Bhutto himself had dema-

sentence Photo: M I LIT ANT 

·gogicalty attacked internat
ional and Pakistani capital
ism . If the reality was 
different from the rhetoric. 
his capitalist Peoples Party 
nevertheless attracted mass 
support from Pakistan's wor
kers and peasants . 

There is little doubt that if 
free elections are held in 
November this year the Peo
ples Party would sweep into 
power. Zia's sole achievement 
has been to restore Bhutto's 

Yet the lessons of Bhutto"s 
rule must be realised. Unless 
the capitalist and landlord 
class are expropriated , they 
will continue to rule , , by 
military force if necessary. It 
is vital that if Pakistan is not 
repeat the tragic cyc1e of clv
ilian then military rule , that 
an independent workers ' 
party is built to fight for a 
socialist programme to end 
the misery facing Pakistan's 
workers and peasants. 
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PAKISTAN/ IRAN 
capitalist basis eyen it tuey 
gained independence it would 
not be. viable . ·In addition it 
would act as a magnet to the 
suppressed Arab population 
who are discriminated against 
and are second class citizens 
of Israel. 

The only solution which 
would bring prosperity and 
end the contradictions in the 
Middle East would be the 
overthrow of landlordism and 
capitalism in the Arab states. _ 
and capitalism in Israel. This 
could lead to a democratic 
socialist federation of the 
Middle East with full aut
onomy for Israel and the right 
to return to their countries of 
origin of thP. Palestinians and 
all other peoples of the 
Middle East. 

MILITANT 
INTERNATIONAL 

REVIEW 

Articles on: 
• Middle East 
• Iran 
• Britain 

Only a social revolution in 
Egypt and Israel and the 
other Arab states can solve 
the problem of peace and of 

· che Palestinians. One of the 
reasons why the Israeli ruling 
class is holding on to the 
occupied areas is that l)n a 

Price 40p (+lOp p&p) 
from Militant, 

1 Mentmore Terrace, 
_London E8 3PN 

IRAN: REVOLT OF THE 
NATIONALITIES 

The overwhelming vote for the creation 
of an Islamic Republic in Iran in the 
recent referendum has not been able to 
cover the enormous problems .facing. the 
country. As explained in last week's 
Militant the Islamic Republic means 
different things to the different clas~ in 
Iran. The events of the past few weeks 
have rumly shown that the Iranian 
masses are determined to continue their 
struggle for a fundamental change in 
their conditions. 

The fighting in Kurdistan and 
Turk~man has shown both the determin
ation of the national minorities to end 
their oppression and the resistance of 
both Bazargan and Khemeini to the 
democratic demands of these peoples. 

The battles in Gonbad in Turkeman 
were a result of the central governments 
a ttempt to prevent the Turkomans 
arming themselves, a refusal to answer 
the Turkomans' demands and instead 
concentrated real power in the area in the 
Khomeini 's local Revolutionary Islamic 
Committee made up of Farsi [Persian] 
speakers. 

The main Turkoman demands are for 
autonomy and the return of their lands 
seized by the Shah in 1963 and 
distributed amongst the Royal Family, 
generals and police chiefs. Already huge 
areas of Government owned grazing land 
have been seized by the Turkomans. 

'Jhe actual fighting itself was sparked 
off by the killing of a street trader after an 
argument by Khomeini's militia. Claim-

ing that the Turkomans were either 
former secret policemen or "commun
ists" the Government and Khomeini seat 
a force of militamen backed up by jets 
and a helicopter gunship to suppress the 
movement. 

But while this force was able to control 
the town, the government was forced to 
grant the Turkomans the same conces
sions recently given to the Kurds- the 
right to teach and broadcast in their 
language. 

Although the fighting may have 
stopped for the pJ'esent, the fundamental 
problems still remain. The social crisis 
continues and the social, economic and 
political demands of the peoples, 
especially the minorities , have not been 
met. The particularly harsh opposition of 
Khomeini and his militi~ , to the 
Turkomans shows that an Ir:m under 
their control would not be able to solve 
the national question. On the contrary 
their rule could lead to the• intensification 
of the national struggles in Iran. 

Only the formation of an independant 
workers party, fighting for the interests 
of the minorities and their right to 
self-determination · alongside the de
mands of the working class as a whole, 
can unite tht! people of Iran against their 
real oppressors, Iranian and world 
capitalism, and begin to create a socialist 
Iran. 

By our correspondent 

,~ 

I 
~ 

\ 



..-- . .... ,--..~_...., 
• • Ill"'" • r --~ • 

12 MILITANT 13 April 1979 

ONE OF THE I. 
E 

CONSTITUTIO.NAL TRICKS LUCKY ONES? 

WO.N'T STOP NATIONAti~TS Dear Comrades 
After being unemployed for several months, I was 

sent to work as a Post Office assistant in a sub-Post 
Office. 

' 
' E 
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Dear Comrade 
Chris Leeds ('Militant' 23 

March) should follow le_ss 
blindly . 

Eric Heffer and Neil Kin· 
nock may not be spokesmen 
for big business, but they are 
not infallible either. Their 
argument that nationalism is 
irrelevant and socialism the 
only answer, is abstract. 

By supporting this attempt 
to use a constitutional trick 
(the 40"7o rule) against the 
nationalists, Labour MPs 
have devised a rod for their 
own backs. In the future the 
nationalists will make hay, 
arguin£ that thev were tricked 
if the Scotland Act fails in the 
House of Commons . 

These MPs have given 
hostages to fortune, hiding 
behind tlu: moth-eaten skirts 
of the British constitution, (a 
rather unpleasant place for 
socialist~ to put themselves) . 
What if the Tories one day 

decide no government with 
less than 40"7o of the elector· 
ate behind it can legislate 
radical (socialist) measures? 

There was an element of 
internationalism in the Welsh 
vote. The vote was made more 
emphatic because the 'Yes' 
campaigners included the 
discredited Labour right wing , 
while the left-which has a 
cleaner banner-called for a 
'No' vote. The biggest 'No' 
vote was in industrial Gwent. 

Obviously there is a major· 
ity against in Wales and the 
vote must stand. 

But in Scotland the workers 
quite clearly voted 'Yes', and 
what is more they hold the 
majority: Comrade Leeds tries 
to put down a classless 
smokescreen by referring to 
the Scottish 'people' , but he 
cannot escape the facts. 

It is only possible to make 
sense of this issue from a class 
and not a constitutional 

Union support grows 

Dear 
In the course of my work I 

happened to be [temporarily ] 
in a place resened for those 
members of our socieh· who 
ha,·e fallen foul of the iaw of 
the land and a re detained 
therein for varying lengths of 
time. 

It happened to be the day 
after the Labou r government 
lost the vote of confidence in 
the Commons and a group of 
the custodians of this place of 
detention were discussing the 
possible outcome of the 
general election. To a man 
they were frightened of the 
prospect of Thatcher! 

Prison officers are not 
normaUy associated with left
wing political views or mind
boggling concepts of freedom, 
but clearly the threat of a 
Tory government, with this 
Boadicea of the c~ass war 
leading the charge wm colour 
many voters' attitudes on 

Dear Comrades 
Please find enclosed a 

cheque for £11.60 for the 
'Militant' Fighting Fund. The 
money was raised at Leices· 
ter's · firs t ever Industrial 
Forum. where Bill Mullins 
spoke on 'Management Tech
niques ' . The meeting was a 
huge success and the trade 

unionists present expressed a 
thirs t for more meetings of 
this kind . The meeting show· 
ed clearly the growing support 
for the ideas of 'Militant' in 
the trade union movement in 
Le icester. 

Yours fraternally 
Heather Rawlings 

BIRDS OF A 
FEATHER 

Dear Comrades 
At a national level , the non-workers 

' parties have recently ga nged together to 
bring down the Labour government and 
force a general election . 

This has brought out into the open more 
sharply the perspective of capitalists versus 
.workers. represented by their v~riou s 
parties. 

In Bridlington, a decision by the local 
Conservative Party to reverse their previous 
policy of not standing official Conservative 
Party candidates against 'approved inde
pendents' and to stand Conservative Party 
candidates for each available seat in the 
forthcoming District Elections, has resulted 
in the so-called 'Independents' -some 
having stood on that ticket for 20 years or 
more-agreeing to abide by the Tory whip 
and stand as official Conservative Party 
candidates. 

standpoint . Nationalism 
could be the rock on which a 
revolutionary socialist move
ment founders. The question 
is how to pre-empt it? 

Hair-splitting distinctions 
between referenda and elec
tions will not undercut the 
nationalists, but an honest 
socialist alternative will. The 
less class-conscious workers 
in Scotland will not distin
guish between the Tories , 
Labour or (regrettably) Chris 
Leeds: all they will see is a 
conspiracy to cheat them by 
changing the rules . 

Far better to explain how 
the Assembly can be u~ed to 
build a socialist labour move
ment-the only weapon that 
can destroy the economic 
conditions that allowed nat
ionalism's rebirth . 

Fraternally 
Martin Upham 
Hertford & Stevenage CLP 

Write to 
'Militant' 
Send your views 

and comments on 
national and local 
events - as brieth 
as possible please 
- to the address 

above 

I was shown what to d6 and on the third day my 
boss went shopping, leaving me in full control. Having 
the responsibility of a job like this and working from 
9 am till 5.30 pm [often not getting away at that time], 
five days a week, and from 9 am till 12.30 pm on 
Saturdays, you would expect a good wage. 

My wage is £18.84 per week. But then I am one of 
the lucky ones; I got a job! 

Yours fraternally 
~ Winnie Venton 

Maguiresbridge 
Northern Ireland 

Upstairs, downstairs 
Dear Comrades 

A disgusting thing happen· 
ed recently in a local govern· 
ment department which will. 
for good reasons , . remain 
anonymous. A so-called 
'junior' member of staff had 
been going through an ex· 
extremely rough patch due to 
various domestic problems 
and consequently, had been 
late by about ten minutes 
every morning for a week. 

Then the unfortunate 
'junior' was unavoidably late 
back from lunch by about 
half an hour ; when he 
retu rned to his office , fully 
prepared to explain his reas· . 
ons for being late. his boss 
wa s wait in g ang r ily an d 
impatiently. The poor 'junior' 
tried to explain but the 
situation ended wi th him 
being given an official warn· 
ing and qui te a bit of 

unnecessary embarassment 
for the whole office. , 

The strange thing is , the 
boss concerned is consistently 
late in the mornings by about 
half an hour at least. and 
frequently returns from lpnch 
smelling suspiciously· of 
whisky. He obviously thinks· 
that his position allows h1m 
certain privileges over the 
inferior clerks . 

Strangest of all , the 'boss' 
and the 'junior' belong to the 
same union ! This clearly 
demonstrates why W<Jrkers 
should be fighting for a 
socialist alternative to get rig 
once and for all. of the layers 
of bureaucracy of decaying 
cap italism. 

Yours frate rnally 
Judith Coll ishaw 
Heanor South East Labrur 
Party 

Students in the real world 
Dear Comrades 

I would like to reply to
Felicity Dowling's letter (' Mil· 
itant' 30 March) 'Should we 
stop student casuals? " 

I am a university · student 
and I am working over the 
Easter vaca,ion . 

At first sight. it seems quite 
unfair that while the number 
·of unemployed workers grows , 
we (students) take jobs they 
badly need. However , I'm not 
sure we can blame students 
for unemployment. 

The root of the problem, as 
'Militant' often argues , lies in 

the crisis capitalism is facing. 
Still , as things now stand . it 
may be true that students 
take jobs from workers . But I 
see another side to the 
problem . Recently I told il. 
friend of mine that I was 
.receiving £35 for a 40-hour 
week in the job I've taken for 
the vacation. She said that for 
that money she wouldn't even 
bother. 

The reason why I tell this is 
because it reflects a general 
attitude among students: they 
tend to forget that many 
workers receive that sort of 

money and with it they have 
to support a family! 

Manv students look at 
workers ' problems as some
thing that happens 'out there 
in the real world' . Maybe if 
more· students had first-hand 
experience of what most 
workers have to go through 
(low pay. abuses by manage
ment , etc .) this attitude might 
change . 

Yours fraternally 
Andres Bonfiglioli 
Sussex University 

NOLS leaders double-talk . 
Dear Comrades that working class students, 

like working class youth in the 
LPYS, would support the 
'Militant'. Therefore they 
defeated the resolution . 

- poUing day. 
We must campaign for a 

Labour 2overnment on a bold 
socialist platform based on 
the ideas put forward by 
'Militant'. A right-wing Tory 
government is too horrible to 
contemplate and a 'dangerous 
left-wing extremist-cum
union-activist' like myself 
could find themself.discussing 
politics with prison warders as 
a 'guest of the state'! 

In one case, all three 'Independent' 
councilkrs in one-ward are now standing as 
official Conservative candidates. Indeed, 
only one 'Independent' has not agreed to 
heed the Tory whtp, an,d even he has 
decided not to seek re-election rather than 
fight three Tories in his ward. 

I have had to wait until now 
before wntmg about the 
National Organisation of 
Labour Students' 1978 con
ference because, quite frank
ly, I was so disgusted by it 
that all I wanted to do was to 
erase it from my memory. 

instances stage-managed, 
with 'Clause 4' supporters 
being called in preference to 
other delegates. ·Conference 
documents, in many cases , 
were not available until 
immediately before the de
bate, which left delegates no 
time to read them. 

The report mentioned 
nothing of this. In fact in 
another piece of double-talk 
they said "Socialists must be 
working to break down elitist 
concepts". 

, . . 
I t-

Yours fraternally 
A T&GWU member [Dur
ham] 

Feeling the same wind of change, the one 
Liberal councillor in Bridlington is now also · 
standing as efficial - Conservative Party 
candidate. 

Thus it is dramatically revealed what 
'Independent' and. 'Liberal' really means-
Tory in disguise. · 

Yoti can't fool all of the people all of the 
time. 

Fraternally 
Dave Brown 
District election agent North Wolds 
Labour Party 

However I recently read a 
report of the conference in 
'Labour Student'. When I 
first read the report I 
concluded that I had been to 
a different place. Because I 
never witnessed "lengthy de- • 
bates" on conference docu
ments. 

The truth of the matter was 
that debates were short, 
unsatisfactory and in some 

But apart from all the 
organisational shortcomings, 
the worst aspect · o'f the 
conference was 'Clause 4' 
opposition to allowing wor
king class part-time students 
to join NOLS. 

They opposed this idea on 
two grounds; that part-time 
students were 'socially ·and 
culturally different' from 
them (too trve), and secondly 

Yes comrades. That's why 
we support the ideas of 
Marxism and the 'Militant'. 

Yours fraternally 
Jeff Porter 
POEU member and ex-sec
retary Ruskin. College LC 
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YOU IEED THE 
MILITANT WE NEED YOUR CASH! 

The total of donations and 
firm promises for the first 
quarter of "Militant's" 1979 
Fighting Fund . showed 
excellent attempts to get 
back on target-£2,805 in 
one week! 

If Major General Wyld
bore Smith is on the warpath 
for cash to fight the terrible 
threat of Labour's policies. 
(see pages 2-3) , let's have the 
cash to show him and his 
'pack' what a real socialist 
government would mean! 

This week's "score" : 

Build 
Received 

807 
440 
302 

1,320 
895 
694 
704 

64--"-+--+-~~~ 1,074 
1,575 

853 
374 
584 
985 
711 
543 
504 

VVe have space to 
give only the percen
tage of the first ._quar
ter's target reached by 
every area and very 
brief 'credits' for just 
some of the contrib
utions. But we would 
like to thank everyone 
who donated anything 
this week-from the 
readers who gener
ously gave £lOOs to the 
many hundreds who 
gave the £s and pen
ces. 

Eastern : 69%. F Simm01l.s 
£4 , D Woods £1.40, and K 
Jones £1 (all Harlow), P 
S Lorrimer (Southend LPYS) 
£30, P Brown (CPSA) £1, 
MRM Basildon nearly £15 , 
Norwich supporters £6.22, 
sponsored walk (Brentwood) 
£8.20, C Bennett (March) 
£10, C Butcher (Cambridge) 
£1, jumble sale (Peterbor
ough) £28.15. 

1,061 
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Look at the chart and 
reports and see what needs 
to be done in your area. 
Look also at this letter (not 
a bad example to follow!): 
Dear Comrades: Find en
closed £31 from supporters in 
Eastbourne. Sorry for the 
slow start this year, but this 
goes some of the way towards 
making up for lost ground. 

Plans are weU in hand for 
other fund-raising events to 
ensure we meet our target for 
the year. · This includes a 
jumble sale in the best haU in 
town. With a bit of organ
isation this could raise up to 
£100. [One in Brighton 
recently raised £77-CD] 

The £31 was raised by: 
Sponsored walk £28. 
"Lifts" £2. • 
A donation by Matthew 

Pooley, aged 6: £1. 
We are hoping for some 

more donations at the dis
cussion group this Thursday. 

If, as it unfortunately 
seems .at the moment, the YS 
conference will be canceUed 
or postponed, you can also 
count on money which other
wise would have gone on 
transport and accommoda
tion. 

Yours fraternally, Bob 
Campbell [Eastbourne LPYS] 

Hants: 58% .. £61.91 "oil its 
way" including curry evenings 
£20 and Grand National win 
£10. 

Humberside: 60%. Hull
K Egan (GMWU) £1 , A 
Plater £1, B & D Fleetwood 
£4. Grimsby-D Withie 
(AUEW) £3, N Hammond £3, 
R Laggort £1. Scunthorpe
C Todd £2. 

North London: 56%. Anon 
£100, P Fagan (Hayes LP) £2, 
L Gauntlet(Ruislip LPYS) £1, 
Barking GMC £4.38, R Gill 
(Ford , Langley) £1, L Mc
Conney (Northolt) £1, G 
Darvell (Leyton) £5, G Mc
Donald (Enfield) £15 , Ux
bridge OAP S Maclean SOp, P 
Kordun (Uxbridge LP) £1. 

South London: 92 o/o. S 
Clare (Wimbledon) £2.10, re 
"sus" citation after demo in 
Brixton , £18.87 , F & B Kidd 
(GMWU) £4, J Short 
(GMWU) £5 , D Ayres (Nor
wood CLP) £2, promises £30. 

Manchester and . District: 
62% . Preston readers £12 and 
just £1 from Manchester! 

Merseyside: 56o/o. Total of 
£45.68 received. 

Midlands East: 130o/o. 
Leicester- Industrial forum 
£11.60 (see letters page) plus 
further £10, P Matts £1, F 

RATES column centimetres 
CLASSIFIED: Sp per wot"d, All advertisement copy should 
minimum ten words reach this office by SATUR
SEMI-DISPLAY: £2 per 2 DAY 

BIRMINGHAM Militant Pub
lic Meeting: 'The Tory Threat
Labour's ·s ociali st Answer'. 
Speakers: Bill Mullins (Senior 
Steward. T&GWU, Rover . 
Solihull) and John Booth 
(Senior Steward, T&GWU , 
Bilston Steelworks) . Sunday 
AP,ril 29th. 7. 30 pm , The 
Grapes . Hill Street (back of 
New St Station). Birmingham 

LEICESTER 'Militant' Elec· 
tion Meeting 'Keep the Tories 
Out-Labour Must Win'. Sun
day April 22nd. AUEW Hall , 
Yaughan Way, Leicester. 
May Day meeting: Monday 7th 
May, Secular Hall. Humber- · 
stone Gate, Leicester. Speakers 
to be announced. 

ALL LONDON 'Militant' pre· 
election meeting. Speakers: Ted 
Grant (Militant Editorial 
Board); David White (Labour 
candidate . Croydon Central) ; A 
leading trade unionist. Sunday 
April 29th, 6.30 pm, Unity 
House, Euston Road 

BRISTOL 'Militant' Public 
Meeting. 'Keep the Tories out' . 
Speaker: Brian l!)gbam ('Mili
tant' Industrial Correspondent) 
At the Crown Tavern, Stapleton 
Road, Bristol. 7.30pm, Sunday 
29~h April. 
LEICESTER 'Militant' Public 
Meeting. 'Keep the Tories 
out-Labour must win!' . Sun
day April 22nd . Venue and 
speakers to be announced. 

Progress towards year's targer - Towards April 7lh target aW 
TARGET FOR THE YEAR £85,000-TARGET FOR APRIL 7th £21,250 .. 

Brown and P Tickle £2 and 
£1. . Nottingham-R Russell 
(USDA W) £2. C Peat (LPYS) 
3Sp , J Budgen (Notts ULC) 
£13, Mr and Mrs Sankey 
£1.62, B Delaney £5. Mans-

" delegation expenses" £9 .10, 
and "on its way" £58.60, 
Stoke-£17 , including M 
Hopkins " rounds for Mili
tant" £4.60. 

Northern: 62o/o. Cumbria 

THIS WEEK: 
£2,805 

field-readers £2.83. N 
Derbyshire- readers £4. 75. 
Promises of £22.32. 

Midlands West: 70o/o . Bir
mingham- "house warming" 
£37 .SO, bingo ti.ckets £5 and 
£14 "on its way". Wolves
"Tipton Holiday Camp " col
lection £4.50. Telford-J Bell 
£6. Coventry-supporters at 
Rolls Royce Parkside £5.20. 

BRADFORD Pre-election Rally 
'Keep the Tories out! ' 'Militant' 
Editorial Board speaker. Sun
day April 29th 7.30pm. 04 
Lecture Theatre, Bradford Uni
versity. 

GLASGOW 'Militant' Readers' 
Meeting. 'Labour to Power-on 
a socialist programme!' Spea
kers to be arranged. Thursday 
April 26th 7.30pm. City Halls , 
Albion Street, Glasgow. 

DORSET 'Militant' election 
raUy. ' Keep the Tories out
socialist policies for Labour!' . 
Retreat Hotel , Ashley Road, 
Poole , Dorset . Wednesday 25th 
April8pm. 

MORRISTON Marxist Discus
sion Group meetings . Contact 
Swansea 33542 for further 
details. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET Mar
xist Discussion Group. Mon
days starting at 8pm. For 

· further details contact Eddie 
Lowerson , Chester-Le-Street 
Tel : 888146 

W ALLSEND Marxist Discus
sion Group. The first Wednes
day of every month . . Contact 
Wallsend 687678 for details. 

supporters £2, Tyneside 'fur
niture removals' £4 , Hartle
pool YS disco £10, Grand 
National £10, shop steward's 
commission £15. Sunderland: 
R Stothard (GMWU) £5 , N 
Lafite (unemployed) £2, 
Chester-Le-Street YS raffle 
£4.62, J Dent (CPSA) £2, 
social £7.50. 

East Scotland: 52o/o. fijin-

NEWCASTLE Marxist Discus
sion Group for students and 
unemployed. Friday afternoons 
in Newcastle University . For 
further details contact Roy 
Goodspead. Tel: 748001 

CLASSIFIED 
-

MILITANT Northern Camp 
May 25-28 (Bank Holiday) 
Programme of discussion: 
Marxist Economics; Historical 
Materialism; Marxism and the 
trade unions; Perspectives for 
Britain; an intem_atiorial topic. 
Cost £7. cheques payable to 
'Militant Northern Camp'. For 
further details con tact; Richard 
Knights, 3 Mount Olive Villas, 
Li,•erpool15. Tel : 051-7220928 

SOUTH WALES Summer 
Camp-Spring Bank Holiday
has been cancelled . The organ
isers are very sorry to disappoint 
all looking forward to this 
event, · but pressure of work , 
with the general election, 
d oesn't allow us time to 
organise. We hope to organise 
another as soon a~ ;;ossible. 

burgh supporters £21.50, in
cluding B Murray £1, J 
Kinninmouth £5. Dundee: A 
Laird £1 , F Christie £1 ; £48 
"on its way", and another £70 
"conference expenses". Stir
ling 'promise' £18. 

West Scotland: 52o/o. Glas
gow £175.80, including T 
Cardin £1 , J McDonald (sec . 
TGWU GDC Labourer:>-' 
branch) £4, plus the Paisley 
DNS appeal. 

South East: 88o/o. East
bourne: B Campbell (not 
going to YS conference) £10, 
and promises of £10. Discus
sion group, Slough- £2.01, 
M Middleton (High Wycombe 
LPYS) £1; Thanet: J and R 
North's social £14. Gilling
ham: T and J Baker £5 . 
Brighton: £70 on its way, 
including £30 from a social, J 
Grant £20. 

South West: 92o/o.-£20 T 
King (Redruth) £2, D Moss 
(Brixham), £3.25 R Worth 
(Newton Abbot), £2 K Bes
sant (Cheltenham LPYS) , 
Bristol supporters £137.20 

and £30 promised. 
Wales E,ast: 84o/o. MDG 

Cardiff £11 net, on its way 
Rhymney Valley £112 (includ
ing 1 X £100) and Cardiff 
£118. 

Wales West: 60o/o. N 
Griffiths (Bridgend) £5, Mr 
Nigel (Bridgend) £1, and 
£173.90 "on its way". 

Yorkshire: 61 o/o. Rother
ham-LPYS raffle £5.50, 
MDG £9.50. On its way: 
MDG Bradford £3.50, Hud
dersfield readers £12. 

Others: 23o/o. J Dirs (Swit
zerland) £11.30. 

At a time like this , you 
need the 'Militant' more than 
ever and the 'Militant' needs 
your cash! 

Send whatever you can to: 
'Militant' Fighting Fund, 
1 Mentmore Terrace, London 
E8 3PN, as soon as you can! 

Clare Doyle 

WORLD BOOKS 
35-hour Week 
by Brian lngham ....... 20p 
Iranian Revolution: 
Militant reprint ........ lOp 
History of the Labour Party: 
Militant reprints ........ 30p 
Capitalist Crisis: 'Tribune's' 
"Alternative Strategy" or 
Socialist Plan 
by Andrew Glyn ........ 60p 
Transitional Programme 
by Leon Trotsky, with . 
new introduction ..•..•. 25p 

Alan Hardman Print 
Limited Edition 

One of Alan Hardman's most 
popular cartoons [Thatcher 
and the tiger) produced in five 
colours 15ins by 9ins. Buy one 
for bome, Labour Club, trade 
union or shop stewards' 

Add lOp postage for each 
pamphlet. Send for free 
comprehensive booklist to: 
World Books, 1 Mentmore 
Terrace, London E8 3PN 

Apply to World Books for 
bulk orders of 'Should Nurses 
go on strike?' Price 3p each 
A):.SO: back in print: 'Where 
is Britain Going?' 
by Leon Trotsky •..•. ~ ... £1 

[ + 15p postage] 

room . . 
Prinb ;.1 ptus SOp P&P. 

FuUy mounted, aluminium
framed £10 plus £1 P&P. 
Send money to A Hardmln 
Cartoon, 'Militant', 1 Mt.,i~ 
more Terrace, London P-8 
3PN. 
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ENGINEERING -WAGE CLAIM : 
NATIONAL ACTION NEEDED 

The 1979 Confed national wage 
claim has brought out into the 
open the 'get tough' attitude of the 
Engineering ·,Employers' Feder
ation. 

Anticipating a Tory election 
victory, the engineering employers 
are prepared for confrontation. 
They have built up considerable 
funds and. the recent circular to its 
6,000 member firms spelled out 
clearly that they intend to "take 
whatever measures lie in their 
power" against the unions. 

This circular was distribu-
ted while member firms were 
in the middle of negotiations 
with the Confederation of 
Shipbuilding and Engineer
ing Unions. 

By Steve Davison Welsh engineering workers oppose the employers' ruthless attacks 

The CSEU claim is for an 
£80 minimum wage , a plan
ned red-uction in the working 
week to 35 hours , longer 
holidays . a guaranteed week 
agreement and better shift 
allowances. plus other fringe 
benefits. 

The EEF have offered a 
derisory £5 on the basic rates. 
taking them to £65 for crafts
men . This should be rejected 
out of hand. 

For most workers , the 
current £5 offer would come 
off supplementary or bonus 
payments. It is only worth 
pence to the members work
ing overtime or shifts. British 
engineers work an annual 
average of 1, 940 hours
compared to 1,680 in West 
Germany , and 25 o/o longer 
than their Italian counter
parts. 

We do an average of 8 
hours' overtime a week-a 
weekly total of- 6 million 
hours , while employment in 
engineering has dropped by 
143 ,770 between 1972-77. 

At the same time , the 
leading engineering firms are 
in a stronger financial posi
tion than ever. F erranti's 

(Deputy Convenor . 
Anderton International. 

Bradford) 

pre-tax profits increased from 
£4,101,000 in 1976 to 
£9,123,000 in 1978, a 122.5"7o 
rise, and GEC's rose from 
£207,200,000 to £325,300,000 
in the same period. Our 
modest claim should be 
fought for in its entirety. 

John Boyd . General Sec
retary of the A UEW, has 
stated that the EEF's offer 
"must force all of us to 
question the usefulness of any 
more national negotiations in 
the engineering industry. " He 
seems to be suggesting that 
the, struggle for better wages 
and conditions take place at 
factory level alone, at a time 
when the EEF has made 
thorough preparations for a 
show-down with the unions . 

If the. employers are pre
pared to take national action 
to fight the union, our leader
ship should pick up the 
gauntlet and answer with a 
national campaigh of indus
trial action to win the claim . 

In an industry scattered 
with many small workshops, 
national co-ordinated action 
is the key to raising the living 
standards of all en1dneerin2 

workers. 
The AUEW Executive re-

ently sent out a circular to 
stewards instructing them 
that ahy action taken before a 
full -time official was involved 
would not be made o'fficial : 
hardly the leadership factory 
committees require to take on 
the employers alone. as Boyd 
is suggesting. 

Boyd accuses the employers 
of being "Oblivious to all that 
is happening around them. 
unresponsive to the challenge 
of change , blind to the 
wonderful new future which 
can be for engineering as we 
move further into the elec
tronic and microprocessor 
age ." 

The employers' only inter
est is profit . GEC has two
thirds of its capital invested in 
banks, accumulating interest. 

Our union leaders should 
not bemoan the employers' 
narrow self-interest, but 
mobilise the membership to 
win the claim. 

If the employers cannot 
develop the industry nor give 
decent wages and conditions 
then we must take up the 
demand for the nationalis
a tion of the engineering 
industry under workers' con
trol and management. 

'EVENING POST' HEAVIES EVICT 
NOTTINGHAM JOURNALISTS 

SOUTH .WALES FIGHT 
LOCKOUT By Terry Burns n (Bedwellty Labour Party) 

Over 500 locked-out engineering workers 
from Henley Forklift and Hymac Ud, held 
a protest march through Cardiff last week. 
They marched to the Welsh Office and 
then to the engineering employers 
federation building in Penarth, to make 
ptain their intention to carry on this fight 
against the employers' victorian attitudes 
and behaviour. 
This demonstraiton is an 

example to all unions in the 
engineering industry. Tbe 
united action of workers 
involved in these two disputes 
should set an example for 
concerted action by engineer
ing workes to defeat the 
bosses' attempts to turn back 
the clock. 

The Hymac shop stewards 
explained: "The Engineering 
Employers' Federation have 
stated in the press and else
where that they urge member 
firms to resist any actions by 
the trade unions . such as 
overtime bans . restrictions on 
output . go slows, etc. with 
lock-outs. This is the action 
they have taken against the 
workforce at Hymac and 
Henley's. 

"Our members are ada-

mant that we will not go back 
under these conditions. A 
return on this basis would be 
a set-back for the whole trade 
union movement. It has taken 
us one hundred years to win 
the rights we now have, 
including the right to nego
tiate." 

Hymac workers rejected 
their employers' offer as 
inadequate and divisive. It 
affected the bonus system so 
that some would gain while 
others lost. 

Union members at Hymac 
"instructed the stewards to go 
forward for a £70 base 
rate ... The company refused ' 
to accept our arguments and 
so the members decided to 
put a ban on overtime and not 
to participate in the bonus 
svstem. The action ~· as en-

dorsed by the Merthyr district 
of the AUEW , making our 
dispute official. -
. " Within days the company 
ISsued all its manual 
employees with a statement to 
the effect that they either 
return to normal working and 
accept the company offer or 
consider themselves dis
missed ." 

In a letter to the local MPs 
they say: "Strange that the 
news media can inform its 
readers about a cat up a tree 
but remain silent about the 
employers' stealth in the 
abduction of hard-won trade 
union rights." 

The letter ends: "Hymac 
and Henley are locked out 
today-will it be you tomor
row?" It is the duty · of all 
trade unionists to organise 
support for these workers. 

Protest demonstration 
and raiiJ 

Saturday 14th April 
Speakers: Neil Kinnoek MP: 
Les Richards, AUEW Dis
trict Senetary; AUEW exec
uti,·c member and others. 
Assemble 10.30 am at Lib
anus pht)·ing fields, Blaek
wond. 
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The new High Sheriff of 
Nottingham, Mr Pole Carew, 
showed a fine respect for the 
rights of his fellow citizens on 
SaturdaJ afternoon. 28 of 
them were his employees at 
the 'Nottingham EYening 
Post' until he sacked them for 
taking part in the journalists' 
strike. 

On Saturda~ a mass picket 
took place outside the ' Post ' 
offices in support of the 28. 
The journalists decided to 
occupy the editorial office. 
We managed to get into the 
building ana made it clear 
that we wouldn't lea\·e until 
Pole Carew agreed to meet the 
journalists . 

When he arrhed he elbow
ed his wa~· through the picket 
to consult with the police 
chief. "I just want them out'' 
he said. Then he disappeared. 

After about half an hour he 
returned with a group of 
'staff'-a number of whom 
the journalists didn't recog
nise, and whose main qualif
ication seemed to be their 

size. ''I'm going to ask you to 
leave" , "I'll ask you one more 
time- will ~-ou leaYe?-Right , 
that 's enough warning." With 
that Mr Carew and his staff 
set about 'persuading' us to 
go. 

The police said theJ were 
entitled to use "reasonable 
force". Pickets were thrown 
against walls and O\"er tables 
and Mike Bower, Northern 
regional NUJ organiser, was 
taken to hospital with a 
suspected broken nose. 

The police just melted into 
the background. Yet a month 
ago the~· arrested ten pickets 
peacefully trying to persuade 
scabs not to cross the picket 
line. 

It is Yital that this dispute is 
won quickly, and the ' ·icious 
anti-union management put 
in its place. It won't be Robin 
Hood that defeats this sheriff, 
but determined action from 
the Nottingham labour mo\·e
ment. 

Because of an injunction 
against their blacking of 

adverts, the NGA have called 
off support for the picket. 
Trade union leaders must not 
be intimidated by the use of 
the law against them. It is 
dear!~· being used in the 
employers' interests. 

They must step up the 
campaign to bring the 'Post' 
management to heel. · l\1em 
bers of all print unions and 
the NUJ should pass resol
utions calling on their union 
executh·es to organise more 
mass pickets and campaign 
for a maximum turn-out. 

The blacking should be 
maintained, and the rest of 
the labour mo\-e(llent should 
he asked for support against 
this biased use of the law and 
to beat the 'E\·ening Post' 
bosses. 

Copie:. of re~olutions should 
also be sent to Nottingham 
NUJ, c o 61 Derb\· Road, 
Nottingham. -

B~· Chris Ridge 
and Ton~· Cross 

At Kirkby's BICC wire cable 
factory, 650 jobs are under 
threat. 

.-\ ma~s mee tin g on Frida ,· 
.lOth agreed to for~n an art io;1 
l'(> mmittec.: and tn to build 
'>upport from ot her BICC 
plant \. particu lar]\· Hu ,·ton 
and Prcsco t. "her~ man-a i!C.:· 
lll C.: nt plans to transfer the 
Kirk bv ll't> rk . 

The first redundancies ha,·e 
been announced for June . but 
management ha,-e gi,·en no 
detail ~ of how man~~ ,,·ork ers 
in 11hich sections arc in,·oh·ed. 

According to the com
pany's figures. Kirkby has 
los t £2.8 million in the last 
four yea rs. But BICC as a 
whole has increased its profits 
from £4S to £S6 .S million. 
Products from Kirkbv are 
'sold· to other factories ·in the 
group , with sales, and profit 

fi gures. all controlled from 
Prescot. 
examine the books them
~eln~ '- there is no ,,.a,· of 
kllO''·ing whether the figu res 
arc be ing juggled to pla1· one 
group of workers off against 
aiwtlwr. 

If this can he done once. it 
ca n be repeated' 

The Kirk_b,· "·orkcrs arc 
determined to fight the loss of 
j ob~ 111 an ;rea already 
bad!l--h it by unemplom1cnt. 
The prospects of ne"-j ob ~ arc 
bleak. AKZO Chemicals: a 
smaller fact ory oppos ite. is 
another on the closure list. 

The hossc> must not be 
allO\\-cd to di,·idc and rule. 
The fight must he supported 
hv all BlCC workers . and the 
whole of the trade union 
mo,·cment . 

• mismanage-
ment 

A ridiculnus si tuati \lll ha~ 

clcl'c l\lpl'd at Lonl!hrid_l!C. 
Brit i-; h Le1-Ja nd\ hi~~est 

car-pwduL·ti(lll pU n t. 
After lo~ in).! up to 2.lXXl 

iohs th rou'! h ,o]untan· rl·dun
.dann in thl' pa't vea~. we arc' 
nDw short pf labour and the 
management arc hal'in).! to 
renuit again 

Due to th e labou r -, hortage~ 

in the fal·tor,- "-c now ha1 c 
almost pe rman e nt "b loc k 
slips" ( th e tral·ks bein g 
\lopped for break>). Up to 
ROOcars per month are being 
lost on the Mini as\cmhlv 
alone. Nn do ubt i\llc!!ro 
production" also suffering. 

Perhaps th e redundancies 
should have taken place at 
manageria l level and the shop 
fl oor left to run the plant 
efficient !I·. 
B~· Bob Geoghegan 
(T.\:GWU BL Cars Lnng· 
bridge) 

• Y·, 

... .. ... ~ 

. ... 



~-~ 
if c 

..., 
~ 

"<--

·-
' . -. 

-. 

. ·. . 
•' 

'· 
~ 

CIVIL SERVICE PAY 

UNITED ACTION 
SHOWST E WAY 

Civil servants showed an 
unprecedented degree of 
unity in their magnificent 
one-day strike on April 
2nd. 

Many of those taking part 
in that action were members 
of the same unions as those 
general secretaries who had 
been partners to the ·secret 
back-stairs deal with Hatter
sley. As a result the leaders of 
CSU and IRSF have changed 
course and agreed to fall in 
line with the CPSA and SCPS 
in rejecting Hattersley's div
isive offer. -..... 

With co-ordinated action, 
fully involving all the unions 
in a major intensification of 
the campaign. full victory 
would now be within our 
grasp. 

The right-wing leaders who 
control the Executive of the 
CPSA . the largest of the civil 
service unions , seem. how
ever , to have set their sights 
on a deal at less than the full 
and immediate payment of 
the pay research compara· 
bility exercise. 

Currently we are being 
offered 9% now. with the rest 
of the award postponed . SO % 
until August this year, and 
the other SO % not payable 
until March 1980. By then , 
the next stage of compara
bility payments will be due! 

The right wing, who have 
all along supported a 'staged' 
deal. are reported to be 
aiming to get the last stage of 
the settlement brought for
ward to around the end of this 
year. with a small additional 
£1 payment immediately. 

Meanwhile they have called 
off any further official escala
tion of the action. including 
the planned strike of the air 
traffic control assistants over 
the Easte'r holidays . This is in 
spite of the SCPS executive's 
decision to step up the 
campaign invoh·ing customs 
members at sea and air ports. 

A motion from Kevin 
Roddy, supported by other 
left-wing NEC members . 
demanded a change of strat
egy to involve airport. DHSS 
and Department of Employ-

ment members. This motion 
was "left on the · table ' ' for 
consideration at the next NEC 
meeting. 

Intensification of the pres
sure is vital. If the Tories win 
the general election, can we 
have any confidence that they 
will honour an agreement? 

The government is ready to 
pay the armed forces the 
20-2.5% increase recommen
ded to -bring them in line with 
civilian workers. Why should 
we accept anything less? 

This timid backsliding on 
the part of our leadership will 
outrage the union's rank and 
file. Members have shown 
they are ready to fight. If the 
union leaders matched this 
determination. we could se
cure the full award. 

The NEC will no doubt be 
flooded with demands from 
the aroused union member
ship for speedy escalation of 
the industrial action to win a 
quick and full settlement. 

Pat BJrne (CPSA DHSS 
Section Executi1·e. in a 
personal capacity) 

TORIES OFFER NO 
HOPE 

At the 2nd April rallv in 
Glasgow, John Macreadie 
CPSA national official. got 
thunderous applause when he 
quoted Tory MPs on their 
plans if returned to p011·er. He 
concluded "from their state
ments, the Conservative Part~· 
offers no hope for trade 
unions and working people. 

"Pressure must be exerted 
on the Labour gm·ernment for-

an agreement. If the dispute 
continues during the election, 
pressure must be put on 
Labour candidates. 

"We must press for the 
return of a Labour govern
ment committed to policies on 
behalf of trade unions and 
working people. Labour must 
implement the PR findings.' ' 

Other speakers included 
SCPS . CSU and IPCS repre· 

sentati1·es. The speaker from 
the IRSf won loud applause 
from the IR'Sr contingent 
when he said he would report 
back the 1·iew of Glasgow 
IRSf to reject the 9% offer 
and unite with the CPSA and 
SCPS n action . 

Eddie Phillips 
(DNS Glasgow Branch) 

~ .. . ' 

EETPU~.EXECUTIVE::•• 
. ELECTION ... 

EETPU branches in South 
Wales and the West Country 

·(electoral division No. 7) 
recently nominated their 
candidates for the forthcom· 
ing election of a new Execut
ive Councillor to fill the 
vacancy created by the death 
last year of Bernard Clarke. a 
member of the right-wing 
majority on the EETPU 
Executive. 

This is a most important 
election for EETPU members 
as the union's rules and 
constitution effectively gives 
total control of the union to 
the IS-man Executive Coun
cil , who are the only .eJected 
officers in a union employing 
around 200 full-time officials. 

In recent years, - growing 
numbers of EETPU members 
in Division 7 ha1·e · been 
involved in industrial strug
gles and there has been 
growing dissatisfaction at the 

lack of support and leader
ship from th~ present Execu
tive Council. 

A glaring example of this 
was . the Port Talbot elec
tricians' dispute two years ago 
against the social contract's 
effects on differentials. 

The EETPU leadership 
1have 0een among the most 
ardent supporters of wage 
restraint over the years. At 
last year 's Labour Party 
Conference. the union's votes 
were cast against the Waver
tree CLP's motion which 
condemned the So/o limit. 
even though the EETPU's 
policy conference has opposed 
further wage restraint and 
called for '; return to free 
collective bargaining. 

Aniong the candidates in 
this election is Wyn Bevan, 
EETPU con1·enor at Port 
Talbot steelworks and a local 
Labour Party councillor. Four 

years ago. Wyn Bevan op
posed Bernard Clarke for this 
position and received almost 
4.000 votes in the face of a 
massive right-wing press cam
paign. 

Wyn has called for a 
number of essential demo
cratic reforms in the EETPU: 

* Election and account
ability of all officials ; 

*· Re-introduction of area 
committees; 

* Conference decisions bind
ing on the EC: 

* No political bans: 
* Agreements to be ratified 

or rejected by the members 
concerned before being 
signed. 

AN EETPU MEMBER 
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Mass meeting of CPSA and SCPS members at Central Hall, London during one-day strike on 23 
Februar~- : effecthe co-ordinated action is now the key Photo: M !LIT ANT 

ly low pay" 
Fraser Kemp, Secretary, CPSA Washington Child Benefit Branch, 

spoke to a member of Chester-Le-Street Labour Party Young Socialists 
I 

Our branch 11·as disheartened 
at the lack of leade rshi p give n 
by the NEC and feel a more 
positive approach is neces
sary. 

The branch executive com
mittee took a decision, which 
was reinforced at mass meet
ings. to bring out 23 key 
computer workers who are 
vital to the administration of 
the Child Benefit Centre. The 
23 senior data processors were 
100% solid when asked to 
take industrial action. 

We will be payin g full 
11·ages to the st rike rs by means 
of a Je,-y of £ I on all branch 
members. During the .first few 
days 11·e rai sed o1·cr £1.300 . 

We feel ~ tro nglv in the 
im·oh·emen t of DHSS and 
Dept of Em ployment mem
bers and refute suggestions in 
the mass media that civil 
servants ha,·e not got loyalty 

and moral obligations to the 
job. But in the last analysis 
moral obligations do not pay 
the rent or feed the kids. 

I challenge the gutter press 
to come clean: there can be 
nothing extortionate about 

. trade unionists going for a 
rise when many of their 
members ha,-e to claim rent 
and rate rebates, family 
income supplements etc, to 
supplement their miserably 
low pay. 

We asked for support , 
including financial support , 
from the CPSA NEC. but this 
was refused and 11·e therefore 
decided on the local levy of 
members. We feel it is to 
court di saster not to involve 
the well-organised and most 
hi ghly unionised sections of 
the membership . 

As trade_ unionists who 
ha1·e a genuine concern for 

' 

claimants we are certainly not 
in business to decrease their 
living standards . But we are 
left with no alternative to this 
action . 

I would ask that any 
claimant in difficulty should 
address their criticism to the 
government who are at the 
root of the problem, in 
refusing to give civil servants 
a decent living wage . Provis
ion could be made in certain 
cases for people in dire need 
by local Social Security 
offices . 

Although the levy is to 
continue, messages of support 
and donations should be sent 
to Fraser Kemp, secretary 
CPSA Room W6005, Child 
Benefit Centre, Emerson 
Buildings, Washington, Tyne 
and Wear. 

PE KINS WORKERS 
DEMAND DIE RATE 

The anger and frustration 
of 1vorkL' rs at Peterbor
ough's main diesel engin
eering factory has culmin
ated in an 0ccupation of 
Perkin ' s giant Eastficld 
II'OI'kS. 

All entrances are heavily 
barricaded with lorries and 
vans. Each gate office is 
occupied. the mood is deter
mined and confident , the 
pickets well organised. 

The dispute a t Perkirl s-a 
su b sidian- o f Can ad ia n 
multinatio na l M as sey-fer 
guson with 8.000 workers on 
the -pay roll-results from a 
long-standing claim for parity 

with the Coventry tractor 
plant. 

The parity claim has been 
denied- since 1973, when a 
montll-long lock-out left the 
issue unresolved. The pre
sent offer is phased over 
se1·eral years. with parity 
finall y offered by 1982. 

Piece-work rates. like all 
bonus or productivity 
schemes. are inevitably div
isive. One rate should apply 
nat{onally for the same work. 

Peterborough , on the edge 
of the East Anglian fenlands , 
is a comoarati1·ely low-wage 
area . There is no reason , 
howe1·er. why this should 
continue. 

If this action is t.o achieve 
full parity in 1979, it is vital 
that the AUEW-with ex
clusive negotiati!'!g rights
and the other unions involved. 
particularly ASTMS and 
APEX. representing the staff, 
give their unqualified backing 
to the strike actiun. 

The decision to continue 
the strike must be given full 
support by all trade unionists 
in the Peterborough area . for 
a quick and successful con
clusion. This time , the Per
kins· workers must win parity 
in full. 

Len Bates 
Cl SSA) 

r~ 
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NUT CON-FERENCE 

EDUCATION ATTACKED BY TORIES 
A Thatc-her 
would be a 

.government 
disaster - for 

act ion have been offered a 
better deal. 

education. For teachers-. 
meeting for their conference 
at Easter-fighting the Tory 
threat is as important an 
issue as the NUT's current 

The Tories are looking at 
ways to cut up to £400 million· 
from education expenditure. 
But the y also want to 
subsidise public schools. For 
"'public relat ions"' reasons. 
Rhodes Boyson was removed 
from his post as the Tories' 
juntor education spokesman. 
but the party of big business 
remains implacably hostile to 
popular education . 

NUT conference last year 
instructed the Executive to 
negotiate for the restoration 
of Houghton values in our 
wage packets . This the 
Executive are attempting to 
do . Our salaries have fallen 
36 112% behind the Hough ton 
relativities . The 9 o/o offer is 
indeed a "slap in the face"' . 
The Scottish teachers who 
have already taken industrial 

Conference. however . must 
imp rove the Executi\·e "s case 
with the membership. Last 
yea r' s conference instruction 
simply to "restore Houghton ' 
did not take into ·account the 
enormous and ridiculous dif
ferentials involved . e.g . a 
£7.50 pa increase for those on 
poverty wages on Scale I and 

· a £.5,100 increase for head 
teachers on top pay. pay claim. 

In Liverpool, for in
stance. the Liberal-Tory 
coalition has budgeted for 
300 fewer teachers than 
last year, with an extra 
threat of redundancies if 
the pay rise is more than 
the increase in the Rate 

'Felicity Dowling 
(Liverpool NUT 

personal capacity) 

Support Grant. 
Another £300,000 is to 

be cut from Liverpool's 
educational equipment 
and stationery. 

DEEP DUFFRYN 

NO TO PIT 
··LOSURE 

Tbe South Wales coaltield has 
been worked for over 140 years. 
Millions of tons of coal, 
including the only anthracite 
produced in Britain and prime 
quality coking coal lie under
ground. 

About 36.500 men work 
in its 37 collieries. 

But once again jobs are 
be in g threatened and 
unemployment looms for 
South Wales miners. 

The area coal board direc
tor , Phi! Weekes , recently 
disclosed to the NUM the 
names of ten collieries which 
they propose to shut over the 
next eight years . unless the 
area becomes "economically 
viable"'. 

According to the NCB's 
!T'ethods of analysis, thirty 
out of the thirty-seven collier
ies are losing money. 

Having re leased this infor
mation. Weekes then stated 
on TV that providing South 
Wales could be made viable 
in the nex t few years. the pits 
making money cou ld hel p 
those that are ' losing'. This 
type of public relations exer
cise is designed to take the 
s ting out of any uni o n 
campaign against pit closures . 

At present, the NCB is 
intransigent in its intention to 
close Deep Duffryn colliery by 
May/ June this year . This 
would mean the loss of 500 

. jobs in the Mountain Ash 
area . 

The local NUM lodge has 
taken a salutory stand against 
the clos ure. 

They have proved. using 

By Ian Isaacs 
(Lodge Secretary , 

St John 's Lodge NUM 
personal capacity) 

the know-how of the NUM 
Engineering and Safety offic
ials. that approximately 2 1/ 2 
million tons of coal lie within 
the take of Deep Duffryn. A 
feasibility study proved that it 
would cost between £2 1/2 m
£3m-half the figure the NCB 
have given-to develop thro
ugh the fault area to reach the 
new coal reserves. 

The Cynon V alley Action 
Committee recently organised 
a public meeting of over 450 
in Mountain Ash. Pe ter 
Evans. Lodge Chairman , said 
that the closure would mean 
one in twelve unemployment 
in the town-devastating the 
community. 

Mike Griffin, Secretary , 
laid the blame for the lack of 
capital imrestment in the pit 
fairl y and squarely on the 
NCB"s shoulders. A resol
ution from the meeting con
demned the bad stewardship 
and mis-management that 
has led to the run-down of the 
pits in the area. 

Emlyn Williams , President 
South Wales ar..::, NUM . 
criticised the 'u n- socialist' 
policies being pursued by the 
government . The tri-partite 

A flat rate increase as a 
means of uniting and heart
ening the membership would 
not be against the union 
policy . and could be a stage 
towards restoring external 
Houghton relativities . -

The education service has 
been the target of vicious 
cuts. The union's class-size 

Miners' lhelihoods at stake 

energy committee. set up with Executive Committee should 
replac~ment ~olici~s a~ ~he continue in the campaign to 
cond1t10n for fmanctal atd mt inform--,.-and mobilise - NUM 
eh area, was-as far as he was members to protect jobs. 
concerned-far from accep- The revolution in Iran 
table. , . . . which has further pushed up 

The .np a_rttt~ commtttee , world oil prices, and the 
on releasmg 1ts hnal report to potentially disastrous acci
the press. announced: "The~e dent at the Harrisberg nuclear. 
shall be. no premedttat~d pit power station in Pennsylvania , 
closures }n South Wales · But have again highlighted the 
~he ~UM should be u~der no problems associated with 
1llus10ns as to the_ wetght of other sources of energy. 
thts statement. If 1t means a Above all , there is aneed 
retreat to the old pohcy of for a planned energy policy. If 
p1ck1~g off p1ts one by one , lt the rest of the energy industry 
rema1n_s a purel y ve rb a l worked in conjunction with 
concesswn. . . coal , on the basis of society's 

The ~UM must st1ck to 1~s needs , not profit , the jobs of 
area pohcy of opposmg all pit South Wales miners could be 
closures except on the grounds guaranteed under the best 
of pro~en exhaustl?n and bad possible conditions for mine- ' 
geolog1cal cond1!Jons . The wor!cers. 

CAR WORKERS 
FIGHT TORIES 

"The Tories are the partJ 
of the employers. We have 
to keep them out . 

"Rover wor-kers must 
work for Labour to keep 
the Tory woh·es at bay, but 
let our slogan be: "Labour 
to Power on a Socialist 
Programme". 

This is the message 
hammered out by the 
British Leyland, RoYer, 
Solihull, Confederated 
Shop Stewards who haYe 
just issued a leaflet "Why 
Ronr Workers Should 
Vote Labour'. 

"We must work for the 
biggest possible Labour maj
orit~· , so the leaders can ha\·e 

no excuse for not introducing 
the Socialist measures that we 
need: 
* A fully nationalised motor 
industry under workers' con
trol, not sham participation, 
that can guarantee the jobs of 
ever~· car worker 
* A planned , nationalised 
economY, that can use the 
wealth ~f the nation for the 
benefit of the majority, end
ing unemployment and inf
lation for good. 

"Work with us for a 
Labour victory! The Rover 
Campaign for a Labour 
Victory Committee will be 
organising canvassing teams 
etc." 

policy has still not been 
implemented . An estimated 
63.000 teach ers are still 
required to bring class sizes to 
30. and a massive 158.000 
teachers a re required to bring 
class sizes down to 2.5 , which 
is Labour policy . 

National campaign 

A well-publicised national 
campaign must be launched 
to reduce class sizes. The 
campaign should include leaf
Jets , school-by-school meet
ings, campaign meetings for 
representatives , and an effi
cient liaison with other 
unions . The campaign should 
be taken into the trade union 
movement in general , and to 

the general public, culminat
ing. if necessa ry. in strike 
ac tion. 

The labour movement has 
traditionally fought for 
education for working people. 
Th e Labour government 
under pressure from the CBI 
and big business has imple
mented disastrous cuts. Yet 
the Tories have criticised 
these as being "inadequate". · 
If they regard Labour as 
"spendthrift", what .would be 
left of state education after 
Tory "economies"? 

Teachers who care about 
education for all children 
must fight for a Labour 
victory , and join the fight in 
the Labour Party to ensure 
that a Labour government 
carries out truly socialist 
policies . 

LEICESTER· DEMONSTRATE 
AGAINST FASCISM 

A counter-mobilis
ation has been called 
by the Leicester Trad
es Omncil and anti
racist groups against 
the planned march of 
the fascists through 
Leicester on 21 April. 
The National Front 
are aiming to make 
this the high point of 
their election cam
paign. 
The fascists are still attem
pting to spread their vile 
racialist filth, to intimidate 
the immigrant population 
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of Leicester , and to divide 
the working c;ass at the 
time of a crucial election 
campaign. 

The anti-NF mobilis
ation has been called on 
the basis of "No platform 
for fascists", but in order 
to e nsure this the10e.. must 
be a mass turn-out by the 
labour movement nation
ally as wen · as by tile 
moYement and immigrant 
workers in Leicester . 

The counter rail~ is at 
Victoria Pa rk, London 
Road, Leicester at 12 noon 
[21 April!. 
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