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TO FIGHT -TOR'I THREAT-

For all the cunning of their 
advertising men, the 
Tories· are unable to hide 
the brutal nature · of their 
policies. They are trying 
desperately to give That
cher a face-lift, to tone 
down her most unpleasant 
features. 

Her TV broadcast 
tried to present her 
as a soft-spoken , 
mild housewife. 
Don ' t be fooled. 
One Tory MP has 
shown that under-

neath that thick layer 
of make-up , the 
Tories are presenting 
a more ruthless face 
than ever. 

In an article in the 
'Daily Telegraph', Jock 

Bruce-Gardyne has 
shown just how he would 
implement what the 
Tories hope will be a real 
vote-catcher-tax cuts, 

. for the rich naturally. 
Most Tory spokesmen 
talk vaguely of reductions 
in 'wasteful' expenditure. 
Not Jock. He spells out 
the 'chopping list' in 

~oger Shrives 
(Deptford Labour Party) 

detail. 
The first . targets for 

this true-blue butcher are 
the civil service and the 
NHS. All recruitment to 
the Civil Service and 

NHS administration 
should stop, he says, and 
the ·numbers reduced 
through 'natural wast
age' . Another huge addi
tion to the dole queues! 

This, of course, is only 
aimed at the lower grades 
of the civil service. As an 
ex-member of HM For
eign Service, he wouldn't 
be so undiplomatic as to 
cut down on the lavish 
living of the diplomatic 
service! 

The next victims are 
the pensioners and those 
on supplementary bene
fits. Yes the very same 
old people the Tories 
shed crocodile tears over, 
for their "suffering" dur
ing industrial disputes, 
are now, it seems, a 

Continued on back page 

When a government has MUST get back on target. 
fallen, half a Budget has Then-it is no exaggeration 
to do. But, for the tor. sav-£10,000 could be 
'Militant', whose Fight- r~ised~ EVERY week during 
ing Fund is trailing the election campaign. Pro
nearly 50% behind tar- vided the opportunities are 
get, half a budget is not u~d , the 'NORMAL' ~und~ 
nearly enough. raising activities of '~ihtant 

. . supporters could raise TEN 
Another £10,000 IS due by TIMES the 'normal' results! 
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use a new more sophisticated t e 1 Jtant O ces Y 
camera 'and developer - 12 .noon this Sunday 
essential for improving the Apnl 8th at the very 
plate-making process and latest! "Don't put off till 
thus the printing too. tomorrow what you can 

Militant's Fightin~ Fund do today!" 

WORKERS SAY· 

NOTO 
CLOSURES 

There may be many issues rai~ in this 
election, but for the workers in at least three 
factories there will be just one-redundan
cies. The dole queues are lengthening every 
day, as workers from the shipyards, the steel · 
works and other threatened industries take 
their place at the back. (See page 14 for m_.ore 
reports). 

But for the workers at 
Dunlop, Speke, Vickers in 
Newcastle and Courtaulds 
at Spennymoor, if the 
unions cannot prevent it, 
the end is nigh this month. 
By the time the election is 
over they might have added 
another 4,500 to the jobless 
statistics. 

These workers , whose 
whole future is in the 
balance, will doubtless be 
scrutinising every election 
candidate, to see where they 
stand on closures. 

At Dunlops they will be 
going all out to re-elect 
Ga rston MP Eddie Loyden 
who has a fine record of 
assisting industrial struggles 
on Merseyside . especially 
the job losses at Standa rds. 
Westerns and now at 
Dunlop. 

Two members of the 
TGWU General Executive 
work here and the Speke 
stewards have been instru
mental in organising the 
Dunlop UK Combine. As 
one steward pu t it , " If this 
place closes with its tradi
tion of trade union organ
isation . what hope does any 
other plant have?" " Every 
plant on Merseyside threat-

REPORTS FROM: 
RICHARD KNIGHTS 

(Merseyside) 
JOHN PICKARD 

(Tyneside) 
BILL HOPWOOD 

(Teeside) 

ened with closure is looking 
to us for a lead ." corn
men ted another. 

They cannot give up 
without a fight. What 
alternative is there when the 
bosses are allowing Mersey
side to die on its feet ? With 
full picketing nothing is 
moving in or out of the 
factory . and the TGWU has 
called for national blacking 
of Dunlop . By April 19th , 
when their ninety days run 
out. the workers will know if 
thev have succeeded . 

But April 19th is the day 
that the Courtaulds work
force must have ringed in 
black on ·their calenda rs . 
1.600 of them can see their 
li ves coll a p sin g around 
them. for their factorv is due 

Continued on back page 
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/ lE KILLI 
REACT 

The assassination of Airey 
Neave must be condemned 
by the whole labour moye
ment. No gains for worki~g 
people have been won 
through the methods of 
individual terrorism. These 
are the methods of despair. 
Thev are used bv those with 
no ~onfidence i~ the ability 
of a united working class to 
end both national and social 
oppression. Marxism has 
always opposed individual 
terror. For whatever the 

motives of those imolved, by 
substituting themseh·es for 
the mass mo,·ement of 
labour the\' are doomed to 
fail. · 

But worse the feelings of 
shock and revulsion they 
engender provide the oppor
tunit~· for the introduction 
of extra repressive measures, 
without the general outcry 
that would otherwise accom
pany them. The Prevention 
of Terrorism Act could only 
have enjoyed such an easy 

Will the Liberals solve the problems of slum housing In Liverpool? 

passage, in the atmosphere 
of utter disgust prevailing 
after the Birmingham pub 
bombings. 

Already after Nea\·e's 
death the cry has gone up 
for tbe restoration of capial 
punishment . . His assassin
ation plays straight into the 
hands of the most reaction
ary Tories. Coming at the 
beginning of an election 
campaign, it will not so 
much make Ireland an 
issue, but rather allow the 
Tories to make their general 
desire to clamp down on 
'law and order' a major 
issue. 

William Whitelaw when 
he was the Tory spokesman 
on Northern Ireland went 
out of his wa~· to link 
terrorist ,·iolence with what 
he considers is the •,·iolence' 
of the picket line, implying 
that they should receive 
common treatment. Already 
in the wake of this assassin
ation, Tory MP Sally Op
penheim has spoken of 
'industrial terrorism'. Thus 

; ~~~~~~~-- · 

W AT HAPPENED 
EDGEHILL 

Labour Party members ev
erywhere will be wondering 
what is the meaning of the 
Edgehill result? Is it the 
start of another Liberal 
revival? Or are there local 
reasons for the victory? 

Perhaps Labour Party 
workers in Edgehill were 
expecting defeat by the 
Liberals , but not by a 
majority of 7,254 . Labour 
and the Tories both lost 
votes to the winners, the 
latter even losing their 
deposits. This should be a 
warning to the Party. 

The low turnout - just S6 o/o 
-with mainly Labour sup
porters staying away is a 
warning in itself. At the 
by-election at least , there was 
no enthusiasm for Labour 
among working class voters . 

Edgehill. a railway con
stituency , was the first Liver
pool seat ever won by Labour. 

By Terry 
Harrison 

However, it is a seat that has 
been neglected for years by its 
sitting M.:>. Eventually Sir 
Arthur Jn·ine was removed bv 
the CLP and replaced by ~ 
left-winger , Bob Waring . 

The seat was safe in the 
County elections also . Edge
hill is a typical part of 'good 
old Liverpool'. It is one of the 
last remaining concentrations 

of two-up , two-down houses 
with outside toilets and no 
bathrooms; an area where 
slum clearance began but 
where rebuilding never took 
place. 

Reminiscent of the post
war bomb sites , its main 
economic mainstays . Plessey's 
and the railways. are dedin
ing sources of work. Unem
ployment levels are high , even 
for Liverpool. Despite being a 
Labour stronghold, little ap
pears to have happened to 
improve the conditions of its 
people . In the late '60s the 
Edgehill party was in a sorry 
state. Twice the City Party 
had to in tervene in order t~ 
re-organise the Party. During 
one period it had not met for 
eighteen months . 

Much of the area's decline 
took place while the Labr,ur 
gov.ernment was in office. 
They were seen to be respon
sib le. The Tories had little 
chance , so into the .gar 
jumped David Alton and the 

. rest of the Liberals . Armed 
with the 'policies ' of Com
munity Politics , they seemed 
to be dealing with at least the 
niggling problems of cracked 

ammunition for a vicious 
slander campaign against 
Labour is provided. The 
tactics of these gunmen have 
ne,·er found a place in the 
labour movement. But all 
repressive legislation bro
ught in supposedly to com
bat terrorism, has always 
been used against the organ
ised workers. 

Tory 
government 

It now appears that the 
Provisionals and the 'Irish 
National Liberation Army', 
both of whom have claimed 
responsibilitv. actuallv wel
come the . election . of a 
Conservative go,·ernment. 
One of their spokesmen was 
reported to have said "we 
want to blast the Tories into 
power." Their thinking 
must be that the mailed fist 

Photo: Report 

pavements. d1rty entries and 
house repairs . 

Tied to this was a publicity 
machine second to none . 
Newsletters abounded. deal
ing with their success stories 
that made them appear to be 
"getting things done". Unbe
known• to the electorate . with 
the dominant position on the 
District Council they pursued 
thoroughly reactionary anti
working class po.licies , at 
times combining with the 
Tories. Sometimes they even 
upstaged them. The Liberals 
on the Li\·erpool Council. 
including the new Edgehill 
MP , are firm supporters of 
council . house sales , . for 
example. 

The estab lishment mav 
ha'e abandoned the Liberals 
nationally , but not in Liver
pool. The local paper. the 
'Daily Post and Echo', see the 
Liberals as a gift , ensuring 
that Labour does not gain a 
majority in the local council. 

It is they who get the 
headlines . Skillfully avoiding 
the controversial aspects of 
their policies that would make 
pe(.ple think twice , and most 
of all giving no publicity to 
the Labour councillors' oppo
sition to the real attacks being 
made on working class living 
standards. 

With the general election 
campaign under way, Labour 
leaders must offer a socialist 
alternative now , to rekindle 
the spark among their sup
porters and keep the Tories 
and the Liberal Tories from 

. the door. 

of Conservatism, brought 
down on the Irish people, 
would revive the flagging 
support for their organis
ations. Nothing could better 
expose their complete isol
ation from the working class 
arid their qnical desper
ation. To most workers a 
T,or~· government appears a 
nightmare to be avoided at 
all costs. To the terrorists 
the prospects for the Irish 
and British working class 
under a Thatcher go,·ern
mcnt, can just be pla~ed 
around with. 

But the breeding ground 
for the ,·iolence and despair 
which causes terrorism, is 
still the social squalor and 
repression that make up 
tverJd~y life in the North . 
The Labour leaders must 
not allow themselves .to be 
bulldozed by the capitalist 
press, into adding to the 
arsenal of repressive meas
ures alreadJ in Ireland. 

The same hypocritical 
press that tries to use 

terrorism to whip up a 
reactionary mood, refuses to 
take up the evidence of 
continuous brutalitJ by the 
RUC and the armY. that the 
Benne! Report h·a·s unear
thed. According to Gerry 
Fitt even Airey Neave was 
concerned about the Re
port's findings. But prhate 
thoughts cost nothing. Nei 
ther NeaYe nor am· other 
Tory nor yet an)· · of the_ 
Labour Ministers, ha,·e been 
prepared to publich con
demn these abuses. · 

Labour has a respon
sibilih· to the Northern 
lrela~d working class . To 
deal with the proven brutal
ity, to deal with the torturers 
and the interrogators, and 
to withdraw the troops _and 
replace them with a trade 
union defence force, that 
alone can protect the Irish 
people. And Labour must 
stand for socialist measures 
to purge the social evils from 
Britain and Ireland. 

CROYDON CENTRAL
SOCIALIST 
CANDIDATE 

David White, Labour's candidate In Croydon 

One of the most marginal and the implementation of 
seats m the election is Clause IV . 
.Croydon Central in South The Londo n Regiona l 
London. At the last election Committee of the LPYS are 
the Tory candidate scraped organising assistance for his 
home by 164 ,·otes. This time campaign . A number of 
the Labo ur candidate IS act-ivities have been arranged. 
David White , who has a long All LPYS members in London 
and consistent record of should try to support them. 
fighting in the Labour Party Sunday_ April 8th: canvass, 
for social is t policies. 10.30 am, Croydon . Labour 

When he was a GLC Party rooms . Coombe Road 
counc illor he defied the ·Croydon . Saturday April 
Labour whip to vote against 14th: street activities. Croy
rent and fare increases . In don LP rooms . 10.30. And in 
this campaign he will high- particular the mass canvass, 
light the threat that a Tory Sunday April 22nd , 10.30, LP 
government would be to rooms . 
working people , and he is Help is also required in the 
fighting on Labour Party evenings. For further details 
policy: for a 35-hour week, a ring either John Bulaitis 
£70 minimum wage , an [01-778 1709] or Croydon 
expansion of public services, Labour Party [01 -688 1378] 

IPSWICH-

LABOUR FIGHTS BACK 
A 360 vote ml\iority for the 
Tories in 1977 was turned into 
a 190 vote ml\iority for 
Labour in a recent council 
by-election in Whitton Ward, 
Ipswich. A good omen for the 
general election. 

The LPYS played a key role 
in canvassing what seemed a 
hopeless area for Labour. · 
mainly private estates , areas 

which normally aren't even 
canvassed. It was these areas 
which turned out for Labour. 

The successful Labour 
man. Frank Wilding, thank· 
ed the youth section for the 
role they played. The Party 
should get the message: there 
is no substitute for enthus· 
iastic youthful canvassers . 
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TORY TAXATION POLICY ONLY HELPS BIG 
"A Tory government 
would cut the mons
trous burden of tax
ation!" This will be 
the refrain from That
cher, Joseph, Howe 
and the rest during 
the campaign. 

receive only 24%! 
"The scale of rates (of 

income tax) is exceptionally 
steep ," say the Tories. "The 
top rates. at 83 % on earned 
income and 98% on invest- ,. 
ment income , stand out as a 
beacon. of fiscal absurditY." 
('The Right Approach to the 
Economy' , ed. Angus Maude. 

BUSINESS 

For many workers, now p25) 
paying painful amounts of But who actually pays these 
income tax out of their top rates? The answer is: 
hard-earned and far-from- practically no one! 
adequate wage packet , In a recent feature on 
such a slogan can hardly 'Personal Finahce' - full of 
fail to have a certain good advice to the rich on how 
appeal. to increase their wealth-the 

But the Tories are the · 'Economist' (24 t-1arch) said : 
Party of big business; we "In Britain tax avoidance, 
may be sure that Tory tax by means of _perfectly legal 
cuts would mean pennies and often sensible mvestment 
for the poor and pounds, schemes .. has becom~ the 

•11• f d for the most prof1table of all mdus-mt wns o poun s, . Th · · f · · 

evading tax, most of this 
evasion is clearly by people in 
the upper-income bracket. 

Despite the nominally high 
tax rates for high-income 
earners , then , after allow
ances for things like mortgage 
interest payments is made , 
there is little change in this 
grossly unequal distribution 
of income. 

The top 2% to 10% group 
takes 20.7% of income before 

o/o ·share of income Before After 
taken by top tax tax 

I o/o 5.5 3.8 
5o/o 16.3 13.5 

10o/o 26.2 23. I 

• h tnes .. . e Victims o pumt1ve 
nc • income taxes are not the idle tax. After tax, they still take 

The truth is , all the tales of rich. The wealthy can convert 19.3%. Hardly a penal, egal· 
woe about the crippling rates their income into capital • itarian redistribution of in
of taxation on the wealthy are gains , insurance policies , or come! 
so much Tory propaganda. works of art and avoid tax in So the real tax rate is 
Most of the wealth in this many ways." nothing like the official 
country is held by a tiny Then , of course , there are figures so vehemently de
handful of people who live off the · illegal ways of avoiding nouneed by the Tories. In 
the backs of the majority- tax ... Sir William Pile , chair- 1976-77, the top 1% of 
and taxation makes littl~ or man of the Board of the taxpayers paid less than half 
no difference. Inland Revenue, recently es- their income (45.4p in the £) 

The latest figures, pub- timated that tax is being in tax; the richest 10% paid 
lished in the government's evaded on something like 29.4p in the £; while the 
'Economic Trends' , show that £10,000 million a year of . average for all taxpayers was 
the top 10% of taxpayers take earnings (equal to 7'/l% of 20p in the £. 
26.2% of all income: thjs is gross domestic product). As the Tory Party is full of 
more than the income taken As most workers on PAYE lawyers and accountants-

the bottom 50% who have little or no chance of both Margaret Thatcher and 

From their own· 
mouths 

TORY PRESS LINK 
TRADE UNIONS 

AND TERRORISM 
"Airey Neave's murder and 
Margaret Thatcher's conse
quent cancellation of her 
election-broadcast come as a 
reminder that democrac~· it
self has become an election 
issue. The ,·er}' foundations of 
democracy, a secure and 
ordered s~cietv under the rule 
of law, can no-longer be taken 
for granted in the way the}' 
once could. 

"The shadow of the inter
national gunman is the most 
obvious threat. But intimida
tion-whether by violence or 
political pressures on the 
police-is also a growing 
threat ... 

individual opt out of tpe 
struggle. For the new lena
than will mobilise him against 
his fellow-citizens, force him 
to strike, 'black', · picket, 
demonstrate , or go-slow 
under pain of expulsion ... 

•·More than anJ other 
contemporary politician, she 
I Margaret Thatcher ] has pro
claimed the indivisibilit~· of 
political freedom and e<"on
omic rights, law and order 
and defence against external 
violence allied with sub,·er
sion. After mourning one of 
the closest of her colleagues, 
she will return with renewed 
determination to these 
themes, and the British 
people should heed them as 
never before." 

Geoffrey Howe are tax law
yers-we can take it that , 
despite all their propaganda , 
they are really well aware of 
the facts. 

Yet the Tory propagandists 
constantly imply that the 
Labour government has ruth
lessly increased taxation on 
the rich. Regrettably , this is 
not so . In reality, the income 
tax system has become less 
progressive under this Labour 
government , as 'Economic 
Trends ' shows. 

Even if we take the taxes 
which cause the most Tor.y 
howls-capital transfer tax 
(levied on gifts between rich 
people) and estate duty 
(levied on the property of 
dead rich people) - we find 
that the burden of taxation 
has actually been reduced 
under this Labour govern
ment. 

In 1972/ 3 (the last full year 
of the last Tory goveri].ment) 
the total yield of capital 
transfer tax and estate duty 
(at 1978 prices) was £1,057 
million . In 1978/ 9 (the last 
full year of the Labour 
government) it was only £370 
million! 

The Wealth Tax , more
over , proposed in Labour's 
1974 Manifesto has been 
completely dropped! 

Finallv. comoanv taxation 

"To thwart a powerful 
union can bring ruthless 
retribution legitimised by 
government. Nor can the 

Housewives 

'Daily Telegraph' Editorial 
31st March. 

Housing 
Mass demo a~ainst Irish Tories on 20th 

March. The shape ofthings to come? 

Tories , iike Sir Keith Joseph, 
claim that business "initi
ative" and "enterprise'' is 
stifled by intolerable tax 
rates. But once again , he is 
peddling a Tory myth . 

panies over the economic 
crisis of 1974-76. Most 
big companies now have 
plenty of cash (profits were up 
20o/o in the first 9 months of 
last year)-but the tax con-

.-----------.., cessions remain . 

Corporation tax as 
per cent of trading 

orofits 
1969 
19-70 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 

1978 [first 9 
months] 

*Source: 

27.5 
23.6 
18.4 
13.2 
16.5 

4.9 
1.4 
1.9 
5.7 

5.6 

F o r 1969- 7 6 The British 
Tax System by JA Kay 
and M A Kin g . For 197 7 
-78 . Financial Statistics . 

In the first nine months of 
1978, companies' tax pay
ments amounted to £637 
million-a mere 5.6% of their 
trading profits. In 1969, by 
contrast , companies were 
paying 27.5% . 

The reason for this unpre
cedented low level of taxation 
is a series of concessions made 
to big business by the Labour 
government. Initially, these 
were supposed to tide corn-

Consequences of 
tax cuts 

Yet if the Tories get their 
way, taxes on big businesses 
and the wealthy few will be 
reduced even more. And 
despite any small cuts in basic 
income tax, workers will pay 
dearly for the Tories' tax 
hand-outs to the rich. 

To balance the lost revenue 
resulting from tax cuts, the 
Tories will: 

(1) cut public expenditure 
even more , which will mean 
things like higher prescription 
charges, dearer school meals , 
higher council rents and so 
on; and 

(2) increase indirect tax
ation , like V AT and tax on 
petrol, drink , tobacco , which 
mostly falls on working-class 
consumers and means higher 
prices in the shops. 

In short , don't be taken in 
bv the-Tories ' tax-cut propa
gimda! 

By Lynn Walsh 

One of the last acts of the Labour government wali to 
increase public expenditure by £214,238-in a wage rise 
for the Royal family. During the years ot the Labour 
goVf~rnment while workers , especially the iow-paid, have 
had to fight for a decent wage increase , the Royals have 
been well looked after. 1977 saw an 18% increase , 1976 
15 % . 

The recent increase will take the Queen's salary to over 
two million. It's £2.134.000, tci be precise, and that's riot 
counting all. the income she gets from her investments , 
land holdings , etc. All the other Royals will get similar 
financial assistance, including Prince Andrew, who lias 
to make do on £10,000 a year, but then he's only at 
school. 

But socialists should not confine their opposition to 
the Monarchy to the grounds of expense. Identification 
with the ruling class has never helped the labour 
movement. Instead of bolstering the undemocratic 

.Monarchy Labour should be seeking to end its privileges. 
its perks and its power. For the Monarchy acting as a 
focus for reaction, would be used by the ruling class as a 
reserve weapon against the labour movement in the 
future. Both it and the House of Lords should be 
abolished. 

Sally Oppenheim, the Tor~· 
Prices spokesman, has been 
explaining whJ 'the ordinary 
housewife' will not be voting 
Labour. Building on the usual 
Tor}' view that women should 
stav isolated in the home, she 
said that housewhes had 
never gone on strike and had 
kept smiling throughout this 
year's industrial disruption. 

" It is our job. to storm the 
council estates and show the 
people that we care for 
them." 

THE FAMOUS 
'MILITANT' 

ELECTION POSTER 
Price : lOp each + 9p p ost 

Five or more : post free 
T \Yen ry or more : Sp each 
OVERPRINTED WITH 

VOTE LABOUR: 

WHEN DID THE TORIES 

. Mrs Oppenheim can, of 
course, easily smile. For her 
chief contribution to the 
battle against inflation last 
year was to sell her house for a 

· mere £500,000. 

Michael Heseltine . Tory 
spokesman on Housing . 

Conservative News. Jan 1978 

For what Tories really 
think about council 
tenants, see pages 

· sand 9. 

£15 per 100 
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On July 18 last year 
Judge Michael Argyle 
imprisoned four bro
thers for periods 
ranging from seven 
years to two months. 
What terrible crime 
were they guilty of 
that wrought such 

·vengeance on their 
whole family? 

According to the 
evidence of the Insti
tute of Race Relations 
submitted to the 
Royal Commission on 
Criminal Procedure, 
their crime was to be 
black in Britain today: 

"Not only were the sent en
ces sa1·age but the whole case 
rested on the police version of 
event s . The Virk brothers had 
in fact been the Yictims of 
racist attacks and racial 
abuse. They had defended 
themselves under severe-p rov
ocation . The po li ce arrived 
and arrested the Virk broth 
ers whilst the (real) attackers 
went free. 

"Judge Argyle not on ly 
accepted the police versio n of 
event s but went on to 
condemn as ' irrele1·ant' the 
introduction by the defence of 
'racial prejudice' as a motiv
ation-and rebuked them for 
asking the white attackers 
whether they belonged to the 
National Front ." 

The Institute 's e1·idence on 
police and black people in 
Britain is broadly divided into 
four categories. The first 
deals with the general ques-

-t ion of the police. their 
'powers· and use of these 
powers in policing the black 

· communities. The evidence 
compi led is a horrifying 
illustration f- the systematic 
campaign of harassment and 
intimidation waged by the 
police against the black 
community. 

The political dimension to 
such harassment is brought 
out vividly: 

"In 1971 the Lewisham 
police went so far as to hijack 
a London T ransport bus to 
Ladywell police station be
cause some members of the 
Black Unity and Freedom 
Part r wer e on it. Thi s 
followed an in cident in which 
BUFP members had actually 
asK.ed the police to arrest 
some white youths who had 
attacked a black youth on the 
street. The members were 
searched· and a list of minor 
charges were brought. (West 
Indian World 19 January 
1973)" 

The second category of the 
evidence deals with "police 
powers and the black individ
ual" . H e re the evidence 
focuses on the treatment 
black people receive on the 
streets and at police sta tions. 
As well as highlighting such 
things as the arbitrary arrests 
of blacks and the entering of 
their homes . the Institute 
identifies two specific areas 
where the law is used to 
harass individuals. What the 
evidence refers to as 'SUS 1' 
concerns the systematic use of 
Section 4 of the 1824 Vag
rancy Act. 

"So widespread is the use 
of this charge ( 'SUS') again st 
young blacks that certai n 
~reas~-in particular the West 
End of London-have beco me 
'no go' areas fo r this section 
of the community". declares 
the pamphlet. The Institute 

Continual bar-ment aimed at isolatin2 black community 

then goes on to add weight to 
the wea lth of ex isting evid 
-ence to expose this law (see 
'Militant' 16th. 23rd. 30th 
March). 

Of the powers co nferred on 
the police by the Immigration 
Act 19 71- ' SUS 2'. the 
Institute states: 

"Under the ... Acnhe police 
h ave the power to arrest 
without a warrant anvone 

~ whom they suspect of being 
an illegal entrant. After arrest 
they can be charged and tried 
in court. which has power to . 
and usually does. recommend 
deportation. At that point thP. 

r 

Photo: Report 
suspected person is held 
indefinit ely in detention until 
either remon'! cl or reprieved . 

· And ~ince all b lacks a re 
consi dered 'immigrants' - and 
so me of them are illega l. the 
only way to tell an illegal 
black from a legal one is to 
suspect the lot." 

The implications are clea r 
- e1·e·ry black is a '.suspect·. 
liab le to be picked up at any 
time. Ampl e evidence is 
presented to show how the 
police use this law as a 
'legitimate ' excuse to carrv 
out random arr es t s and 
intimidate blacks on the 

ABOUSH 
'SUS' NOW! 

Westley , John, Winston and Jackie, black vouths 
from Brixton, were on their way home from work 
when two of them were arrested on a platform at 
Oxford Circus underground station. 

The police said they had been loitering with 
intent to steal from a girl's handbag, jostling a 
woman on the way to the barrier, and attempting to 
put their hands in the bag of a middle-aged woman 
standing beside them on the escalator. The boys 
denied the charges. 

A woman who stood behind the boys on the 
escalator and was nearby when they were arrested 
gave evidence that she had not seen a middle-aged 
woman on the escalator, nor had she seen anything 
suspicious. 

The magistrate, after expressing the view that 
the witness should· mind her -own business, found 
the two youths guilty. 

This is just one of the many cases each year in 
which the polioe use the now notorious 'SUS' laws 
to intimidate an'd criminalize large sections of 
black youth in Britain today. 

1Hy Paul March [PNP Youth] 

convicted immigrant can be 
held indefi nitely in prison 
a,,·aiting the Home Office 
deci sion whether or not to · 
deport. But in cases of 
suspected illegal en try (now 
ex tended bv the cou rt s to 
mean thos~ who enter by 
deL·eption) this proced ure is 
~hort circuited - the cri min al 
trial is cut out-instead the 

streets . 
Howeve r . the harass ment is 

not just confined to t he 
streets. More oft en than not. 
the worst is yet to come. The 
In stitute point s out that "on 
the " st reet the re may be 
independent witnesses to pol
ice harassmen t. .. 

"Once inside the station. 
however , the suspect is in a 

si tuat io n to talh· contro iied bY 
the polic~:. "h.o ,,·ill tend t; 
confirm and corroborate each 
other' s e1· idence . The police. 
ha1·ing picked up a black 
person on so me suspicion or 
other. now ha1·e to jusrifv thi s. 
to produce e,·idence so that 
their charges will stick in 
•Jpen court'. The flouting of 
Ju dge's Rules. use of brut al itY 
md intimidation. th e fabri
:ation of e1 idence. th e fo rcing 
Jf con fessions. are too oft en 
.he outcome ... 

The 'ri ght s' of ju,·eniles are 
·Jften completely ignored . The 
nmphlet poin ts out th at 
~omplaints of ill- treatment of 
J lack ju,·eniles b1· the pol ice 
ue "too man,- an d too serious 
to be ignored.·· For in stance . 
ju\ eniles under 17 ca n onh be 
inten·iewed in the presenc-e of 
the parents or other respon
sible person. Yet this rule wa s 
clearly fl ou ted in the case of 
the Islington 18: 

"W 11·as arrested and held 
from .5.30 till 8 .4.5 when hi s 
mother 11·as informed . MC 
was held from 11 am and his 
mother only informed at 6pm. 
Mrs B's son was mo1·ed from 
station to sta tion and she was 
not allowed to see hi m. Mrs R 
phoned a number of stations 
which denied all kn owledge of 
her ;,o n th ough he was being 
held. The parents of DW were 
not cont ac ted till after th ree 
da,·s of interrogation during 
'' hich he was kept incommu
ni cado. A solici tor who at
temp ted to see 8 11·as refused. 
(Under Hean Manners )" 

The th ird cat egory of the 
Institute's e1·idence co,·e rs the 
question of the ac tual prose
cution and conviction of 
h lacks. "The discretion on 
charging exercised b_v the 
po li ce demands se rious scru
tin,-··. sa1s the submission. 
"beca use it a lready goes so me 
''aY to predicting the tvpe of 
sent ence th e defend ent must 
rece1 ve. 

Th e in c reas ing use of 
co nsp irac1· charges illustrates 
this trend. Though consp iracy 
is an extremelY serious char
ge. for ,,-hich conviction often 
carries a savage sen tence. the 
"burden (o r quantity) of 
proof" required by the police 
i-, slight compared with man v 
o th er lesser charges. 

The evidence a lso shows 
ho11· the police use bail as a 
"bribe" to secu re ··voluntary' ' 
statem ents and finger prinis. 
' 'There appears to be a n 
increasi ng tendencY for bail 

'condition~ to be. imposed 
upon black vouth. but not on 
11·hite yout h in similar si tu 
at ions ... 

Despi te the meticulously 
collected. deta iled material 
showi ng the wide- ranging a nd 
a rbitrarv powers of th e police. 
the crucial qticst ion of exactly 
whv th is svste matic c.buse 
takes place. and how to end it 
is not adequarelv answered. 

Th i-, is t h e In s titute' s 
fourth category . the accoun
tahi lit\· of th e police to 
society. While the Institute is 
correct to draw attent-ion to 
the sus picion blacks hold 
t011·ards the police . this is onlv 
part of the problem. Before 
we can rea ll v come to- gri ps 
with thi \ conflid. we mu st 
pose the entire ques tion in th e 
co ntext of cl ass soc ie t1· and 
the role of the police in that 
'>Oc ie t\· . espccia lh 1n its 
ap plica1ion to racial and 
o ther m inori tics . 

The Brit ish ruling class 
ha1e a lw ays used th e poli ce 
force to persecu te religio us 
and ethnic minorities. At the 
turn of the centur~·. the 

Jc,,·i sh rduo<ees . 
e'ca pe from- th.: J)Ol!fom~ in 
F::as tern and Cent~al- Europe . 
became the ,-ict ims of wide 
sp read police te rror in Brit
ain. T he Go,·ernment of the 
da1 introduced the Aliens Act 
which. like the Immigrat ion 
Act o f 197 I. ga1·e the~ po lice 

·an offi cia l excuse to harass 
and intimidate the immigra nt
co mmu ni t,·. 

them a11a1 frnm th e res t of 
the explo ited mass . That is 
the unde rlying calculation 
be hind the open police perse 
cution of blacks in Britain. · 

While we "·elcome the 
e1 idence . pro1·ided b~- the 
In st it ute. and support its aim 
ro restrict ab uses of pohce 
pOI,·er b1 more 'restrained' 
police beh~11·iour . we must at 
the same time poi nt out it s 
limitations . 

The struggle against the 
pe r,ec u tion of blacks is 
incxuicabh bound up 1dth 
the st ru gg le against capital
j,m_ Tha t is th e source of · 

The same applied to rhe 
Ir ish minorit': in Britain. 
Indeed . ~he ·syecial Branch· 
of the police '' 11as originallY 
known as the 'S pec iai Iri sh 
Branch·. The ta sk of the 
SpeL·ia l Irish Branch then. as 
i> the task to a la r11e exte :-J t of 
the Spec ial Bran ch tod a1·. "as 
to ha rass and ,- i ctimis~ Irish 
Catholics. Even the small 
minori ty oi g' -psies ha,·e not 
escaped polict> per~ecution. 
Thev. li ke ot her mi norit ies. 
h<t,·e hac! to face to endless 
pro1·ocation and harassment 
from the iJoli-:e · force. 

• racism. of which thi s perse
cution forms a crucial part . 

Oppressed min orities in 
capitalist societ ies in1a riab lv 
fall 1·ictim to Sta te persccutio~ 
because. more often tha n not. 
their experience of being the 
oppressed among the oppres 
sed . forces them to become 
the most militant and rnol 
utionarv section o f the work
ing class. Their struggl es ca n 
oft en pro1 ide th at 1·it al flame 
needed to ignite a mo1·ement 
of the en tire oppressed 'Class. 
And . therefore. it is always in 
the interest of the ruling class 
to isolate minorities a nd split 

··The Oj3p ressio n facing 
black<, toda,· 11·ill face all 
''orkers tomorro11·. All the 
da no<er signs are there . The 
me' of the SPG to break 
Pic ket line' and the police 
tn-e rmanning · of ,,·o rkers · 

c· ,·ents such as demonstratio ns 
are a gli mpse of ,,·h il t ma1· be 
ahead. 

Northern Ireland stands 
like a chilli ng d ress rehea rsal 
o f 11·hat b to come-unless th 
move me rH act s no,,-. Only 
when the ,,·orking class is 
firm lY in control of <>ociet1· can 
policing and accountabi li tv be 
firm lY j1lacecl in th e hands o f 
t h e communit,· ''h ere it 
he lo ngs. 

Police against Black People. 
Race and Class Pamphlet No 
6. 9Sp. 

Build links with 
Socialist Opposition 

A two-day conference held in 
London on 24th and 25th 
March proved that Chile is 
still a burning issue in the 
labour movement. 

Is a bel Letelier, the widow 
of Orlando Letelier, one of 
Allende's ex-ministers assas
sinated in Washington, con
centrated in her speech on the 
role of the multinationals and · 
the banks in Chile. 

She showed that the mon
etarist economic model being 
imposed by the junta means 
starvation and acute poverty 
for the majority of the 
population. She talked about 
the reliltive successes of the 
boycott of Chilean goods in 
the United States and urged 
British workers to carrv out 
similar acts of solidarit,: with 
their comrades in Chile by 
working towards the total 
economic and political isol· 
aiion of Pinochet's regime . 

The second day was the 
AGM of the Chile Solidarity 
Campaign. 

Isabel Letelier also addres· 
sed this meeting. She outlined 
the issues raised by her 
husband's assassination at 
the hands of the Chilean 
secret police [DINA.I and a 
terrorist group of Cuban 
exiles. She announced that a 
,-erv hean sentence had been 
passed ~n 'those inYolved' 
exl!ept of course for the heads 
of DINA who haw not been 
extradited but whom Pino
chet is keeping in "protecthe 
custodv" in luxurious sur
roundfngs! 

Her husband , and many 
others were killed because 
their ideas a threat 

capitalism in Chile. She 
emphasised that the workers 
there, in spite of the risks they 
run, were still organising and 
still fighting back and she 
urged British workers to 
support them politically and 
materially. 

Mike Gatehouse , Secretary 
of the Campaign, stressed that 
the government over the past 
year had been backtracking 
in its attitude towards Chile. 
The most dramatic example 
of this was in the granting of 
an export licence for the 
Chilean Airforce Rolls Royce 
engines despite the determin
ed efforts of the shop stewards 
to block them. 

Another area of concern 
was the possibility of the res
toration of diplomatic relat · 
ions with Chile which would 
be a major blow to the ""'~a•"• 
of the resistance . 

Fraternal greetings were 
sent by a CUT [Chilean TUC] 
representative who appealed 
for a campaign on the right 
exiles to return to Chile. 

The major disappointment 
was that the Conference, for 
the second year ru-nning, 
rejected a resolution 
mentioning socialism! 
Campaign unfortunately still 
resolutelv refused to · take on 
the task ·of raising the lessons 
of Chile in the labour 
mm·ement as a whole. It is 
,·ital that with the growi 
oppostion to the regime 
effectiYe links are built and 
finance raised for the socialist 
opposition in Chile. 

BJ a delegate 
to the CSC Conference 
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Brothers in law 

On the night of the parliamentary vote of 
confidence, in the midst of the head 
counting, Jo Grimond, 'liberal' MP, and 
three Tories, Rhodes Boyson, John Gorst 
and Frederic Bennet, found time to attend 
the ·memorial dinner for Ross McWhirter 
[whose brother is a founder of the · 
notorious NAFF] and hand out awards to 

. citizens who set us all a good example. 
For leadership in "his fellow-workers 

struggle to preserve the rule of law" and 
"courageous resistance" George Ward, . 
the Grunwick boss who ignored company 
laws, paid slave wages and trampled on 
workers' rights, was presented with £500. 
One~ that might have paid one of his 
employees for a year. But not now. Instead 
he donated it to the Denning law library at 
Buckingham's private University College. 

Presumably this was a tribute to Lord 
Denning, Master of the Rolls and one of 
the Law Lords who upheld Grunwick's 
appeal to the House of Lords and told 
Ward that he did not have to recognise the 
workers' union, APEX. 

Making a packet 
The Post Office has found a way of saving 
£100,000 a year-by doing the job they pay 
'efficient private enterprise' for. 

"People in our factories were spending 
hours every month tearing their way 
into." .. security-tight packaging'.'. So a Post 
Office team redesigned the packing to save 
time and space. 

The research cost the PO £17,950. 
[Would it have cost that much for the 
workers doing the job to find out what was 
wrong?] "Not bad for a saving of one 
million plus [over ten years]" says the Post 
Office staff paper. But it's only a drop in 
the ocean - compared to what private 
contractors milk out of the state-owned 
industries every year. How about tearing 
us out of that little packet? 

Subsidising scabs 
Dr Meade, the parent who became the 
hero of London's Tory press when he took 
legal action against Harin_gey Council, 
in an unsuccessful attempt to force them 
to scab on the public sector strike by 
re-opening schools, was not left to bear the 
burden alone. Not penniless himself- his 
son w~nt to a top fee-paying public school 
for four years, this latter-day champion of 
state education got plenty of help with 

· meeting the finapcial costs. 
Not surprisingly, Tory MPs happily 

coughed up. But Meade boasts that there 
were even more Labour MPs willing to dip 
into their pockets to help drag a Labour 
cQuncil through the courts. These Party 

-representatives are paid a lot more than 
the £60 a week NUPE a-re fighting for. 

- They were not elected to launch attacks 
on struggling low-paid -workers and the 
Labour Party. What better evidence is 
there that regular reselection of Labour 
MPs, calling ·them to account to the Party 
rank and file, is a necessary check? And if -· 
they all lived on a workers' average wage; 
those who feel in synipathy with Tories and 
strik~-breakers would perhaps not need . 
persuading to go and make their careers 
elsewhere. 
~ ~ 
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Sailor on a tarmac sea 
Bob Stothard 
continues his 
account of life 
·behind the 
wheel of a 
truck 

By 10.00 am I am at the 
first drop: two pallets of 
welding rods which have to be 
"handballed off" as the 
customer wants his own 
pallets back! 

The factory gate was built 
for a horse and cart and I 
have just six inches either side 
to back the trailer through
and it must be dead straight. 
Rope up again and set off for 
the next drop. 

It 's raining now and seep
ing through my donkey jacket 
as I stand on the trailer 
awaiting the forklift. It's a 
long time coming back so I go
into the stores to see where 
the driver has got to: he's sat 
on a chair in a mess room 
getting a cup of tea and a 
pastie . I bite my tongue to 
keep civil: long experience . 
teaches you not to get abusive 
and let them make your time 
there more difficult by stret
ching it out . 

Lorr~- drh·er pickets during the strike-the unity and determination it created will not be forgotten 

The n·ext drop I go to the 
works' canteen with the men 
for a cheap dinner. The two 
after that are just parcels of 
bolts which I store in the cab 
to save getting the ropes and 
sheets off again. I stop on the 
road and carry them in by 
hand-it's quicker than get
ting the lads to come out and 
get them. 

Half-way round Cheshire 
and into Warrington. I've got 
ten done-it's a good day so 
far but I'm tired out and 
feeling claggy-it's 3.30. I 
ring the gaffer to check. 

''How many have you 
done?" he asks. 

''Seven." I lie, to give a bit 
of time to play with if I need 
it. 

"Will you get the rest done 
today? " 

"Expletive deleted off! ' ' 

"I was only kidding" (he 
wasn't). "Give me a ring in 
the morning." 

When I'm in Liverpool I 
usually stop at a Sally Army 
hostel which keeps a wing 
especially for drivers . There's 
plenty of waste land to park. 
you get a cubicle to yourself 
(transport digs nine times out 
of ten feature an average of 
six beds to a room) a TV 
lounge and snooker table
but no means of getting a 
drink. Still, they change the 
sheets in Arden House-a lot 
of other transport digs don't 
even change the oil. 

No lorry is safe in Liverpool 
when parked-even in broad 
daylight. I always try -to avoid 
the city when I can, although 
the tea-leafs who frequent the 
parking ground at Arden 
House rarely seem to pinch 
from cabs-just the loads if 
they're worth the bother. 

It's the young kids who 
"offer'' to ''mind the motor" 
for you who will cause 
damage if you don't cough up 
a few bob-I've seen a few 
wagons with the windscreens 
on the driver's seat in the 

~ .. -~·~ 

VIETNAM 
- A Soldiers' 

~ 

Nightniare 
When US imperialism was -~ '. -:-~ 

morning , or the ropes 
slashed, tyres down, etc. 
What kind of life is it for 
youngsters of ten or so to be 
hustling like that? 

Nights out when you're a 
wagon driver may appear 
romantic. The notion perSists 
that a driver is a ·sailor on a 
tarmac sea· . with a girl in 
every port and that we booze 
and night-club it at every 
available opportunity. 

What a laugh ! The truth is 
that you wouldn't last five 
minutes on the road carrying 
on like that. 

In reality once you've had 
your evening meal and washed 
and changed there are gener
ally three options: the cinema , 
staying in the digs watching 
TV or a pint at the nearest 
club or pub with some of the 
other lads . 

My night-out ·money just 
covers the outlay on meals , 
bed and breakfast and 20 
tabs. In fact. most drivers are 
forced to put their hands irt 
their own pockets for a few 
jars on a night. I usually 
prefer a few pints to help me 
sleep: 4 or 5 men in one room 

forced to draw out of the ~ ' _-•·_: ,_ 

snoring and so on will keep 
you wide awake; then they ' re 
getting up at all hours of the 
night to get their 'early 
starts·. 

The one thing common to 
all lorry drivers is that they 
just can't stop talking about . 
work. If I had a pound note 
for every mile I've driven just 
talking about it I'd be able to 
finance a daily ' Militant' on 
my own! 

The men just don't 'shoot 
the breeze'-it's pure . una
dulterated dedication to ·the 
job. There is , naturally, a 
pride in being a 'loner'. able 
to cope with all the various 
problems-a mechanic , dip
lomat and battler all in one. 

In the past this made the 
task of organising the trade 
extremely difficult-but the 
recent crushing strike victory 
ensures that never again will 
lorry drivers stand fN the 
three-card con trick; we are 
prepared to stand together to 
defend and advance our 
interests. 

By Bob Stothard 
(T &GWU 8/ 162) 

Vietnam war, it left behind " .. · "'~"--,~- · 
US troops dodge bullets as they are ordered info the Vietnamese cit,· of Hue ror a 'mopping up' operation 

a country· devastated by 
bombs, chemical weapons, 
and all the horrors · of 
modern warfar-e. 

l he war was an attempt by 
the ruling class of the United 
States to smash the Vietnam
ese revolution. 

The 'Militant' explained 
that_ even the most powerful 

_ capitalist country in the world 
could not win a war _in a 
country-where the mass of the · 
peasants were determined to 

- throw out imperia_lism and to 
gain control of the land. 

The American working 
class would not stand for 
having to fight a_ doomed war 
so far away from home. 

A lot of books have been 

written about the Vietnam 
war. One of the most graphic 
is ·A Rumor of War' by 
marine lieutenant Philip Cap
uta. 
· It is a terrifying account of 
the war from one man's 
vie\\•point. Philip Caputo 
joined the marines for action 
and adventure . All he wanted 
was to be a hero in the mould 
of John Wayne . 

He was soon made a 
lieutenant , and went to 
Viet,nam in 1965, thinking 
that the war would be over in 
a matter of months and he 
could return to a hero's 
welcome in America. 

But there were to be no epic 
battles. It was a war .of 

survival for everv soldier 
fighting in it. -

A constant round of vicious 
manhunts through jungles 
and swamps. where snipers 
harassed the troops and the 
fantastic heat and booby
traps cut -them down one by 
one. 

They went weeks without 
washing and they could get no 
sleep in their tents because of 
mosquitos and insects. Cap
uta, who went into the . war 
with enthusiasm, soon be
came more and m0re sick of 
it. 

Friends and soldiers were 
maimed for life. He saw 
soldiers with no limbs, and 
was forced to live with the 

stench and fear of war. 
He had to face up to 

fighting in a hellish jungle 
where life could be ended at 
any second. 

Caputo is certainly no 
angel. He was court-martial
led · for the cold-blooded 
murder of two innocent 
Vietnamese civilians; in effect 
a scapegoat for the crimes of 
the military chiefs and- capit
alists who pushed the soldiers 
into the war. 

But this book is a cruelly 
.honest account which-! would 
recommend to alf 'Militant' 
readers. REVIEW BY 

Andrew Campbell
(Deptford LPYS) . 
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It' is not just irl fhe 
backward countries (dealt 
with in the two previous 
artciles) where attempts at 
a religious rennaissance 
have been made, but also 
in the advance capitalist 
world and even in the 
Stalinist states . 

The continuation and 
even strengthening of reli
gion in Eastern Europe 
·and Russia is an eloquent 
testimony to the bank
ruptcy of these regimes. 

In Poland , for instance, 
it is estimated that 80% of 
the population regularly 
attend Catholic churches. 
In ,Russia it is estimated 
that 30 million belong to 
the Orthodox Church 
which was assiduously 
courted and built up by 
Stalin and his heirs as a 
national prop to his 
regime. 

The suppression of the 
Hungarian revolution and 
the invasion. of Czecho
slovakia were endorsed by 
"Soviet churchmen" ! One 
wag described the Ortho
dox Church as a " state 
church in an atheist 
state" ! 

However , opp os1 twn 
religious movements , too , 
have sprouted in Russia 
over the past few decades . 
The Jewish religion , the 
Baptists and , largest of all , 
the Moslems, concentra ted 
in Central Asia and num
bering about 45 million 
have all grown . 

Like causes produce like 
results. Russia is a one-party. 
totalitaria n regime. bu t one 
resting on a planned economy 
as opposed to the social base 
of the Shah' s Iran which was 
landlordism and capita lism. 
Political power is concen 
t rated in the hands of a 
usurping bureaucra tic eli te. 
Democrat ic a nd nat ional 
rights are ruthlessly sup
pressed . . 

Consequently. rel igion of 
a:ll shades has become a 
vehicle for exp ress ing the 
growing opposition and the 
airing of grievances of t!Je 
op pressed na tion a lities in 
Russia . 

The bureaucracy is mor
taliy terrified that the events 
in Iran will infect Russia 's 

The third, and final, article in the series by Peter 
Taaffe looks at religion in advanced industrial 
societies, capitalist . and stalinist. 

Moslem population in the· 
yreas bordering Iran with the 
same revolutionary virus . It 
could stir up a movement for 
national and democratic 
rights. 

What an annihilating con
demnation of ·this allegedly 
"Marxist" regime! Sixty-two 
years after the Russian revo
lution religion is viewed as a 
threat to its existence. Hence 
the persecution of the Jews , 
the Baptists, and other reli
gious groups. 

capitalist world-the Car
dinal of Poland, Wyszynski , 
declared in 1977 that "after 
long years of reflection over 
many years he had decided 
that in the difficult situation 
of the country the bishops and 
the Primate of Poland must 
take heed of the requirements 
of Poland's reasons of state." 

This · was interpreted as 
meaning that it was necessary 
to "preserve internal peace" 
(i.e. for the working class to 
back away from a confron-

The socialist transformation 
of society would lay· the 
foundations for 'paradise'-· 
not in the hereafter, but on 
earth. But it is Marxism 
which will achieve this. 

Genuine Marxism , while 
opposing religion from a 
philosophical point of view is 
nevertheless completely op
posed to this systematic 
hounding and persecution of 
those who cling to religious 
bel-iefs . Ideas will never be 
eradicated by the use of a 
bureaucratic club. On the 
contrary , such methods will 
only reinforce the grip of 
religion in Eastern Europe 
and Russia. 

The main influence of these 
movements . however , is 
among the older generation. 
despairing intellectuals of the 
type of Solzhenitsyn, arid in 
the more backward regions of 
Russia . 

It will not be the churches. 
but the mighty Russian work
ing class which wi ll overthrow 
the bureaucratic el ite and 
establish workers' democracy. 
This will also be the case in 
Poland as much as in Russia. 
Notwithstanding the strength 
of Catholicism , the Polish 
workers in 1971 an d 1976 
turned in the direction of 
Marx ism and the progra mme 
of workers' democracy r.:~t h e r 
than towards religious ob
scurantism in their clashes 
with the Stalinist bureau
cracY. 
A~d rather than the Cath

olic hierarchy adopting the 
role of implacable opponents 
of the regime- which is the 
picture presented in the 

tation with the bureaucracy) 
in the interests of the state 
and in that of the Church in 
order to prevent any Soviet 
intervention." 

In the advanced capitalist 
world also , part icularly in 
America, religious revivalism 
has recently enjoyed a limited 
success , especially among 
sections of despairing middle
class youth . 

On the one si de th e 
' Economist' is for ce d to 
agree. rather reluctantly. with 
the verdict of the Va tican 
mentioned earlier : "The last 
third of the 20th Century is a 
period in which the familia r 
forms of organised rel igion 
have lost their hold on most 
people who wou ld call the m
selves members of the edu c
ated middle classes .. . Th is is 
probably the fi rs t t ime in 
history in which. at least in 
fashionable assumption. to be 
intell igent an d educated. is 
also to be without religious 
belief." 

The decay of cap italist 
society . its warped moral 
values , the greed an d self
ishness together with the 
seeming aimless ness and root
less existence of the majori ty 
o~ the population is more and 
more evident. It is in this 
atmosphere , satu rated with 
hopelessness and despair , 
that all kinds of crazy cults 
and religions have sprung up , 
particularly in capitalist 

Cardinal Wyszinski
Good relations between 
Stallnlst bureaucracy 
and church leaders 

society. Christianity first 
developed. as a response to 
this searching and question
ing, particularly of the lower 
orders of society. No class 
existed at the time of the 
collapse of the Roman Em
pire which could, in effect, 
show a way forward . 

The Roman lumpen-pro
letariat played no productive 
role in society, but in fa t:: t 
lived at the expense of society. 
It stood. moreover, in an 
antagonistic relationship to 
the slave population . Society 
had to re-constitute itself 
again on the ba,sis of a " free 
peasantry" . i.e. on the basis 
of feudal relations , before it 
could go forward again . 

The · oppressed , therefore , 
looked for- solace and deliver
ance ·towards a " Messiah''. 
Because no objective force 
existed in society to solve their 
problems , they looked for it 
from on high. The 

The· situation today is 
profoundly different. The 
resources ; particularly with 
the develop'ment of micro
rrocessors etc. , are at hand to 
completely eliminate want 
and privation. On the basis of 
a planned economy it would 
be entirely possible to raise 
wages , increase social service 

America. spending and -dramatically 
The 'Economist' cheerfully cut the working week. 

remarks : "The market place Society can go forward , 
of religious innovation is one .pew vistas can open up for the 
of the last and best examples whole of mankind , if capital
of free enterprise in the world ism and landlordism is abol-

. todav ." ished throughout the globe. 
But this realm of " free Only one class is capable of 

enterprise" too has produced , achieving this-the working 
monsters , such as the Manson class . 
gang, with their ritualistic The modern working class 
murders , and the even more is the only force capable of 
grotesque Dr Bob Jones , taking society forward. Pri
whose "experiment" resulted vate ownership of the means 
in mass murders and suicides of producton and the nation 
in the Guyanese jungle. state are enormous obstacles 

The very fact that a to the further development of 
thousand or so people (pre- society. Only a planned 
dominantly black) could socialist economy throughout 
traipse off into the jungles of the world can take society and 
Guyana to follow this mad- mankind forward . 
man is a crushing condem- The socialist transform
nation of American capitalist ation of society would lay the 
society . To many of the blacks foundations for a " paradise" 
the existence in Jones' hell- -not in the hereafter-but 
hole was, it seems , preferable on earth . But it is Marxism 
to continued life in America which will be the weapon by 
with its searing racism , which this will be achieved , 
unemployment and poverty . not the churches . 

The situation which has Lenin described the role of 
developed in capitalist Amer- religion in this way: " Religion 
ica , is very similar to that teaches those who toil in 
which existed at the time of poverty all their lives to be 
the collapse of the Roman resigned and patient in this 
Empire. . world . and consoles them 

The same feelings of hope- with the hope of reward in 
lessness. the same despiar . heaven. 'As for those ·who live 
seems to pervade the whole of upon the labour of others . 

religion teaches them to be 
"charitable" -thus providing 
a justification for explo~ation 
and, as it were, also a cheap 
ticket to heaven likewise. 
'Religion is the opium of the 
people'. Religion is a kind of 
spiritual intoxicant in which 
the slaves of capital drown 
their humanity. and blunt 
their desire for a decent 
human existence ." 

This remains true today, 
despite the many courageous 
religious individuals and 
groups who take the side of 
the poor against the rich: Of 
course. Marxism, notwith
standing the philosophical 
differences with religion ,• can 
and will link up on the basis 
of a socialist programme with 
those Christian workers and 
those from the middle class -
who are prepared to under

·take a serious struggle against 
capitalism. 

The church, with its ear to 
the ground , is undoubtedly 
capable of reading the signs _ 
correctly. It can see that the 
march of events is moving in 
the direction of socialism on a 
world scale. The Vatican was. 
correct in the fact that " it 
believes the coming power in 
the world is a form of . 
proletarian revolution em
bracing Italy , Spain , France, 
Portugal and Latin America . 
A lot of bishops are saying 
that starving babies will not 
be fed by capitalism, and the 
only thing that will feed them 
will be socialism." ('Evening 
Standard', 29th March) 

Mervyn Stockwood also 
remarks: "My guess is that 
within a hundred years a 
non-Marxist government will 
be the exception. The re'd flag 
will fly over most of the 
globe." ('The Cross and the 
Sickle' ) 

Undoubtedly, many radical 
Christians will collabor?te 
with the working class and 
~·ith Marxism for the socialist 
traps formation of society. At 
the same time, sections of the 
working class and of the 
middle class will still un
doubtedl y retain religious 
belief even while participating 
in the socialist revolution . 

But it is only the pro
gramme of Marxism that is 
capable of correctly arming 
the worl5-ing people with an. 
understanding of the pro
cesses at work in society and 
with a programme and poli
cies capable of ensuring 
victory over landlordism and 
capi talisn\ throughout the 
globe. 

Shipyard workers at Stettln 1971. Opposition to bureaucracy took the form of Marxist demands not 

Catbollcilm 
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'' LABOUR ACTIVIST 
,, 

AND THE MANIFESTO 
own alternative. Recently, 'Labour Activist', 

produced by the Labour 
Co-ordinating Group, pub
lished its criticisms of 
Labour's draft Election 
Manifesto and offered . its 

Andrew Glyn, in an 
article first published in the 
'New Statesman' (16th 
March), takes up their 
arguments. 

Unemployment is one of the most burning issues-but have Labour Activist any alternath·e? 

'Labour Activist' quite 
correctly criticises the ,..The lack of control of the~ 
Labour Party's draft 
manifesto for not pro- Labour government is because 
viding a 'socialist overwhelmingly the means of 
analysis of the inter- d • 1 
national crisis and of production are un er capita -
Britain's problems' .._ist control ...,.. 
and for 'failing to "'illlll•• ••••••-••••••_.,.. 
analyse the obstacle to threat Jr the reali ty of a 

democracy, socialism 
and prosperity formed 
by the class system, 
the structure of gov
ernment and man
agement.' 

But does its 
'Manifesto for 
socialist Britain' 
better? 

own 
a 

do 

LA's mm analysis of the 
crisis in the ~·orld economv 
is hopelessly inadequate. ft 
says tha t the r~cession has 
been caused by the mis
taken response (my em
phasis) of governments to 
the end of the post-war 
boom and the breakdown 
in wes tern fina ncial and 
trading arrangements .· 

Bu t 'mistaken' in whoste 
terms? High unemploy
ment is intended to hold 
down wages and pave the 
\\' ay for ra tionalisation of 
indu s tr y. C a pitalists 
throughout the world fear 
that any attempt at refla
tion and expa nsion would 
soon collapse a midst accel
era ting inflation as hap
pened during the last 
a ttempt at expa nsion in 
1972-73. 

cu rrency cris is . its govern
ment defl ates in order to 
protect itse lf agains t specul a-
tion 

But what about Germany 
an d Japan. whose currencies 
are strong? Ca lling the world 
slump ' the mora l and p rac
tical responsibility of western 
ind!lStri alised cou ntries ' is 
quite absu rd when the in ter
ests of the ca pitalis t class and 
not 'mis takes· dic tate the 
polic ies now being fo llowed . 

LA says tha t the nex t 
Labour government must ·re 
assert control over the Brit ish 
economy lost as a conse
que nce of the growth of 
multinat iona l' banking and 
trade a nd our entry into the 
EEC.· But did the Labour 
gow rrnment rea lly have that 
much more cont rol in 1964, 
before Britain was in th EEC 
and when the interna tion 
al isation of the British econ
omy was less advanced ? Or in 
193 1? 

Not at a ll. The 'Jack of 
control' of the Labour govern
ment refl ects the fact that the 
overwhelming proportion of 
the means of production an d 
the financial svstem are under 
the control o-f the capitalist 
class . Blam ing international
isa ti on is loo kin g to a 
symptom rather than the 
cause. 

But there is not hin g 
'reasonable' about competi
tion in world markets . If 
expo rt ing industries in the 
ad \·anced capita list countries 
find themselves dep rived of 
full access to a rap idly 
grow ing market in the U K 
they will exert maximu m 
p ressu re for reta liation , which 
wou ld lead to jobs lost in UK 
export industries. 

Sayi ng imports were not 
below what thev would have 
been am·wav will cut no ice 
with worke.rs abmad who 
would see import controls as 
direc ted ~ga in s t them a nd will 
joi n their bosses in demand
ing reta li a tory ac tion . This is 
not to support free trade : 
neither capita list protection 
nor capital ist free trade offers 
a solution. 

LA says qu ite correctly that 
'Fu ll employment should be 
na med as the first priority of 
the next Labour government. · 
and call s for ·an ex plicit plan 
for refl a tion and the return to 
full employment including 
increases of public spending 
of £3 .000 million a vear.' 

Such increases w-ould cer
ta inly ma ke possible ma ny of 
the improve ments in health . 
we lfa re . etc .. which the draft 
manifesto calls fo r. But how 
wou ld they be fina nced? LA 
says ·not by tax increases but 
la rge ly by saving on unem 
ployment benefit and higher 
tax yields from economic 
growth . · 

Photo: Andrew Wiard (Repor t) 

T he Labour Partv's draft 
manifes to itself shamefully 
waters down the 1977 Con
ference demand for national
isat ion of the banks and 
major insurance companies 
into a pathetic scheme to 
unite the Giro and National 
Sav ings Bank and to give 
·serious consideration as to 
how best to create a further 
sub.stan tia l public stake .' 

LA does not comment on 
this and so presumab ly does 
not accept the necessity of 
na tional isation of the fi nance 
sector to free the go\ ernment 
from the dic tates of the City. 

LA also ignores the infla 
tion wnich wou ld res ult from 
refl a tion. as busi ness tried to 
restore profit abi li ty- still less 
than one third of the lnel of 
the early ·sixties . Does LA . 
like some other p roponents of 
t he Alterna ti \·e Eco no m ic 
Stra tegy. want st ringent price 
controls? If so. how far could 
suc h an expansion go without 
se!Zl ng up from lack of 
p rofit ability. gi\·en that the 
overwhelming proportion of 
industry would be in private 
hands and thu s operating 
according to the capitalist 
cri terion of p rofi tabi li ty? 

Or does LA propose an 
in co mes policy to guarantee 

.profi table . and thus capit
a list ically susta inable , expa n
sion ? Given capitalism's need 
to increase profitability . an 
at temp t to expand on a 
cap ita list basis can only mean 
holding .back the growth of 
real wages. LA fa ils to analyse 
such co ntradictions of capit
a list re fl a tion . 

of a real socialist plan for 
. housing. 

LA itself has no more 
specific programme of nation
alisation than the draft , just 
calling for the NEB to have 
the 'power to acquire big 
companies wherever neces
sary for reindustrialisation.' 
LA puts much weight on 
forcing b usi nessmen in 'key 
manufac turing industries· to 
imp lement the government 's 
'investmen t . p roduction and 
employme nt ta rgets' through 
compulsorv pl anning agree 
men ts . 

But it wou ld be absurd to 
imagine tha t businessmen 
wi ll give up thei r most basic 
p re rog a tive - cont rol ove r 
where they accumulate cap
ital. T he authority of a 
parliamentarv majority will 
never make the busi ness and 
fi na ncial community accept 
the directives of a Labour 
governm ent. 

The labour move ment a l
read v has the experience of 
thei r scorn ful treat ment of 
pl anni ng agreements. Bob 
Crve r . one of LA's steering 
co~1 mittee , said recently in 
the House of Commons: 'I n 
view of the massive amounts 
of aid to industrv wh ich this 
government has bee n givin g. ~ 
it see ms tha t indus try could 
deve lop a more co-operative 
attitude to planning agree 
ment s. · But LA is silent on 
how to ensure a 'more 
co-operat ive a tti tude. · 

OnlY the natia nalis.a tion of 
the ioo or so companies 
wh ich cont rol 60 per cent or 
more of the assets in the UK 
woul d be the indispensable 
minim um for securing real 
control over. and thus the 
ab ility to pl an . the economy. 

Thi s shou ld be on the bas is 

CAPI'ili..IST 
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not only of 'workers ' control 
at the plant level' as LA 
advocates ; but also with 
workers ' management of the 
industries carried out by work 
ers from the unions in the 
industry concerned , from the 
TUC to re present other 
workers' interests as con
sumers, and with government 
representa tives to ensure that 
the pl ans of the individua l 
indu stry and ente rp;-ise mesh 
in wi th the needs of society as 
a whole. 

LA's suggestion of 'joint 
worke r -management and ser
vices· is just a recipe for 
workers taking responsibility 
fo r management decisions . 

Rather than LA' s call for a 
weal th tax which . though 
obviously a welcome measure, 
wou ld never affect the huge 
holdings of shares which give 
control over British b usiness. 
na tionali sa tion compensation . 
should be on the bas is of 
p ro\·en need. 

Neither the Labour Party 
draft . nor the LA manifesto 
adds up to an adequate basis 
on wh ich to secu re real 
con trol over the economy . I 
believe that the absolutely 
necessarv advances of a 
decent minimum wage . a real 
expansion of housebui lding . 
full emp loyment and so on 
ca n on lv be secured and 
guaranteed by a socialist plan 
of production based on the 
fa r - reac hi ng soc ia li st pro
gramme I have just outlined . 

[T he Labour Co-ordina ting 
Co mmitt ee is supported . 
among others. by Michael 
Meacher. Bria n Sedgemore. 
Stuart Holl and. Audrey Wise. 
Jeff Rooker. an d f rances 
Morrell.] 

.. 
~ .A. w Glyn's I. 

a aJ, is of 
'1 lib ne'. 
'( pi "list Crisis: 
ur nb ne's" 
"1 te ~ative 
s~ ~te y" or 
soJ lal t plan? ' 

Wl> 
With profi tab ility eve n low

er than it was then. with 
memories of rapid infla t'ion 
fresh an d the prospec t of 
boo min g marke ts fad ing. it is 
probab le tha t the collapse 
would be e\·en quicker this 
time roun d. It is ludicrous to 
say. as LA does . tha t 'as each 
country in turn faces the 

In dealing with import 
controls. LA b rushes away the 
objection tha t they would 
mea n trade retalia tion by 
arg uin g that ·we canno t 
reaso nab ly be ex pected to do 
more th an a ll ow imports a nd 
exports as a whole to rise 
together.· 

But this would not cove r a ll 
the extra expenditure. There 
is no expla nation of how the 
finan cial inst itutions could be 
fo rced to fi nance a greater 
level of publi c borrowing . 

The d raft Labour Party 
man ifes to ca lls for £1.000 
mill ion a yea r for the NEB 
and· spec ifically for ' a major 
pub lic sta ke in pharmaceu
ticals. building materials and 
construction . · The idea of a 
commitment to a 10-year 
housing pl an has been drop
ped; buttressed by na tion
a lisati on of the industries 
co ncerned. including finance. 
this cou ld have bee n the basis 
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The Craze family outside their private-rented alum Photo: Julian. McKitrick/Militant 

LANDLORDS THRIVE ON 
:tiDIES OF HATE'' 

"It's heartbreaking. We've 
been kicked in the mouth. 
And there seems no end to 
it. " These are the bitter 
words of Mrs Norma 
Craze, one of the victims of 
a housing nightmare on 
Borough Road, Birken
head . 

This row of six small 
terraces are referred to by 
the unfortunate tenants as 
"Homes of Hate" . 

On 4th October 1978, 
the council finally got 
round to declaring what 
was obvious to local people 
for years--that these 
houses are unfit for human 
habitation. But does that 
mean an immediate end to 
their heartbreak? They've 
been informed that 'stat-· 
utory confirmation' is 
required from the Depart· 
ment of the Environment, 
in London, and that this 
could mean 18 months to 
two years before being 
re-housed. 

"It could fall down round 
us in that time!" remarked' 
Mrs Craze, and that is no 
exaggeration. From the back, 
the houses look like the 
topsy-turvy drawings of a 
s-hild. In one place , two 

Large cracks have devel
oped in the main walls, which 
could result in a fatal collapse 

. if left much longer. Several 
gaping holes in the roofs allow 
hoards of pigeons to nest in 
the attics. 

Mrs Craze, who is now a 
widow, showed us round the 
house where she lives with her 
two youngest children , 
Natalie, aged 11, and Victor, 
aged 8. These friendly, intel
ligent kids have to live in 
disgusting conditions, despite 
several heroic efforts by their 
mother to repair the walls and 
ceilings. 

As we sat talking, I could 
feel a draft coming up 
through the lounge floor from 
~he cellar. "That's because 

the cellar 'window' is an open 
space with only hardboard 
pinned to it . The landlord has 
failed to repair it since we 
moved in . The electricity bills 
are sky-high," explained Mrs 
Craze. 

The kitchen is riddled with 
damp . A good cupboard is 
now rotting on one side 
because of the damp . This is 
partly because of broken 
gutters, which affect the 
bedrooms as well, and which 
pours straight through a hole 
in the landing ceiling. "The 
bedding is damp, and the 
carpets are ruined. The walls 
are too damp to paper them. 
It 's terrible to see the 
conditions of the wall my kids 
have to sleep next to." 

The landlord's attitude is 
enough to make your blood 
boil. He has callously dis
regarded the pleas of his 
tenants for years-decades in 
some cases! He's a fine 
example of that wonderful 
capitalist beast-the enter· 
prising landlord. 

His rent comes first , his 
own convenience second, and 
his tenants' needs a poor last . 

Now that the council has 
declared the houses unfit for 
humans , the landlord has 
made a really generous offer. 
Out of the goodness of his 
heart he's promised that if the 
council re-house the present 
tenants, he will not re-let the 
prope~ ii3ut on one con· 
diien: that the council takes 
respol}!ribility for bricking up 
th~uses. 

The landlord collects the 
rent, the tenants suffer the 
humiliation of h<>ying to )ive 
in his rotting slums, and· the 
public pay for the closing of 
the houses once they've been 
evacuated! No doubt he 'd 
want compensation off the 
council if they cleared the 
land and the houses are built 
on ,' for public use! This man 
deserves a medal for bare· 
faced cheek, not to mention 
greed. 

The council probably want 

the land to extend a shoppers' 
car park. But the Tory Wirral 
council are not noted for 
being big spenders at the best 
of times-except . when it 
comes to royal visits or 
Mayors' balls. So when can 
the tenants expect to be 
re-housed? 

HUNTING for a private 
flat, bedsit or digs to rent 
in Hillingdon is like 
looking for gold in a 
coalmine: if you find 
any, it's a miracle. 

Our story In last week's 
Uxbridge edition of the Gazettr 
a.bout tent-dweUer CoUn Robins 
and his fruitless search for a 
home prompted us to foDow thr 
traD ourselves. ~ 

Our conclu1lon: Once you've 
dl~eo .. nted luxury nau with ~rfces 
~~~:'f.':\. there's pract ~ally 

Because of bad housing, 
Norma can't even go out to 
work any more. A job arose, 
but no buses were available 
from where she lives. She 
couldn't get housing near to 
the job , so she has to exist on 
a widow's pittance. Her eldest 
daughter suffers the fate of 
most unmarried mothers
miserly benefits . "I managed 
to buy lino , a cup, a knife , a 
fork and a plate-I'm not 
allowed visitors!" 

People like Mrs Craze and 
her family are just a few of the 
thousands needing immediate 
re-housing at a price they can 
afford. The tenants and the 
labour movement must take 
control of housing , removing 
the rule of the grasping 
landlords , the faceless bur· 
eaucrats and the building 
societies, and instead plan 
what is needed , not just ·what 
is most profitable. 

And what is the council's 
response? They suggest that if 
the kids are suffering from 
bad housing, or are not 
gt:tting enough sleep because 
of the burglars in the attic at 

night, then they should be 
taken irito care. This is a 
disgusting situation. " I don 't 
want to part with my chil· 
dren. Why should I have to?" 

The tenants of such horror 
homes must be re-housed in 
decent property immediately. 
Workers must be on decent 
wages. Widows, one-parent 
families , pensioners, etc . , 
should receive state benefits 
which allow them to live in 
civilised conditions. As Mrs 
Craze put it , " If the govern· 
ment gave widows enough to 
live on , I wouldn't have had to 
come here in the first place." 

Tory council must be 
replaced by Labour councils 
in the coming elections, by all 
Labour candidates taking up 
cases like this and by 
explaining an alternative. 
This must include the exten· 
sion of direct works depart· 
ments , to embark on a crash 
building programme to re· 
house all those in need , 
including those in condemned 
property. 

If people want to buy a 
home from a private owner, 
they should have cheap 
council mortgages available. 
End the dictatorship over 
people's lives by leeches like 
the landlords , banks, build· 
ing societies am' insurance 
companies. Nationalise the 
moneylenders! Cancel the 
debts on interest charges! 
Build decent homes for all. 

This policy would get a 
massive response from ten
ants. It would guarantee the 
removal of the Tory money· 
bags who preside over crimes 
like that in Birkenhead. The 
Tory Party look after the 
moneylenders and the land
lords. Let's make sure Labour 
protects the tenants with 
socialist measures . 

By Richard Venton 
(Birkenhead 

Labour Party) 

What could ~e more 
basic than the need 
for a decent home? 

Yet in Britain today 
millions of people still 
lack the comfort and 
security of a good 
house or flat at a price 
they can afford. 

In capitalist Brit
ain, rent, interest and 
profit come before 
people. 
The facts are stark: * 50,000 families 
became homeless in 
England in 1978. * More than 1 mil
lion households are 
now on council wait
ing lists in England 
and Wales. * 700,000 house
holds live in homes 
classified as unfit for 
human habitation. * 950,000 more are 
in houses lacking 
either a bath, hot 
water, or an inside 
toilet. * A further million 
households live in 
homes each needing at 
least £1,000-worth of 
basic repairs. 

And things are getting 
worse. Public spending 
cuts have brought a dis
astrous fall in council 
building. Private houses 
are not being built because 
--with soaring prices and 
astronomical interest rates 
--people just can't afford 
to buy their own home. 

Last year, the total number 
of homes built in Britain was 
280,500-the lowest level 

since 1974. Council houses 
completed numbered 130,800 
and private houses 149,700. 

The number of new starts 
was also right down-to 
about half the number built 
in 1967! Public sector starts 
[only 107,600] were the lowest 
for the 1970s. 

Meanwbile, building work
ers are suffering from a 
higher rate of unemployment 
than any other ml\ior industry 
[11 .3% ]. The areas with the 
worst slums, moreover, have 
the highest number of build
ing workers out of work [e.g. 
Merseyside 23.1 %, the North 
East 19.1% ]. 

The continued and worsen
ing shortage of houses pushes 
up both house prices and 
private rents. The homeless 
have even less chance of being 
housed, and countless fam
ilies have little prospect of 
moving out of intolerable 
slum conditions. 

Above all, the shortage, 
despite the Rent Act and 
other Labour ·legislation, in
creases the power of the 
landlords, the leeches who 
exploit people's vital need for 
shelter. 

If the Tories come to power 
there is no doubt that tl.~y 
would immediately set out to 
increase the power and profits 
of the landlords. 

One cause of the slump in 
council building is the policy 
of Tory-controUed covncils 
who have deliberately under- · 
spent on housing allocations. 

Many Tory councils have 
been offering only a derisory 
number of houses. In the case 
of W esmlinster, fo1 instance, 
the Tory authority last year 
offered no houses to new 
tenants at all last year, whlle 
there are 9,500 on the waiting 
list, 4,400 living under con
ditions of considerable hard
ship! · 

This shows the real Tory 
attitude to housing: if you 
can't afford to buy your own 

TORIES ABUSE COUNCI 
A letter from Mrs That
cher's private office blur
ted out the real Tory atti
tude to council tenants. 

Mrs Evelyn Coiling
wood, usually a Tory voter 
herself, wrote to Mrs 
Thatcher to tell her that 
many council tenants did 
not want t9 buy their 
council houses. 

"At Mrs Thatcher's re
quest," wrote one of her aides, 
"I am replying on her behaH 
to your recent letter. 

"I hope you will not think 
me too blunt if I say that it 
may weD be that your council 
accommodation is unsatis
factory, but considering the 
fact that you have been 
unable to buy your own 
accommodation you are lucky 
to have been given something 
which the rest of us are paying 
for out of our taxes." 

Not surprisingly, Mrs 
Collingwood found this 
"nasty reply" to be "grossly 
insulting." She won't be 
voting Tory now. 

An embarrassed Mrs That
che~ quickly repudiated the 
lefter written on her behalf 
when it was publicised in the 
'Daily Mirror'. 

But isn't the letter typical . 
of Tory attacks on council 
tenants? How many times 
have we heard Tories smear 
council tenants as "scroung
ers"? 

But what is the truth? 
In 1976-77 the average 

council tenant received a 
subsidy of £210. The average 
mortgage-payer received a 
subsidy of £205. · 

Not much in it? 
But there is more to it than 

the bare figures. ·The council 
tenant will go on paying rent 
for life. 



house [and who can when 
house prices shot up by 
31.5o/o last year, 53o/o in 
London! ] or afford to rent a 
reasonable house from a 
private landlord, then it's 
tough luck. In a Tory 
authority it's only the really 
desperate-or the extremely 
lucky?-who get council ac
commodation. 

In recent years, however, 
even Labour councils with a 
relatively good housing record 
have been hams.trung by 
ruthless public spending cuts 
[enforced through the Treas
ury's cash limits]-and by 
astronomical interest rates. 

Although a large slice 'of 
councils' housing cash comes 
from the central government 
through the rate support 
grant, local authorities still 
have to borrow money on the 
open market to finance house 
building. 

With the basic interest rate 
now well over 11 o/o, councils 
are having to pay interest 
rates of over 12o/o or even 
15 o/o. And they are still 
weighed down by past debts, 
of course. 

For 1977-78, local author
ities in England and Wales 
altogether paid £1,480 mlllion 
in interest on outstanding 
loans. This was more than 
their total net income [after 
rebates] from council rents, 
which amounted to £1,127 
mlllion. 

Taking the London dor
oughs by themselves, the 
situation was even worse: they 
collected £173 mlllion net in 
rents-but paid out £316 
mlllion in interest payments. 

These figures [from the 
housing statistics of the 
Chartered Institute of Public 
Finance and Accounting] 

· make it absolutely clear where 
most of the money "spent on 
housing" actually goes: to the 
parasitic banks, finance com
panies, and other money
lenders. 

But the mortgage-payer is 

Together with the profit
eering landlords, the land 
speculators and the big 
construction monopolies, who 
build houses only if the profits 
are high enough, it is the 
financiers and money-lenders 
who stand in the way of any 
real solution to our housing 
problems. 

Only bold socialist 
measures can cut through 
the barriers erected by 
rent, interest and profit. 
The Labour Party and the 
trade unions must cam
paign on a socialist hous
ing programme based on 
the following fundamental 
points: 
* Nationalise, [with 
mtmmum compensa
tion on the basis of 
proven need] the 
banks, finance houses 
and building societies. * Nationalise all 
building land. * Nationalise the big 
construction compan
ies and monopolistic 
building suppliers. * Start a crash build
ing programme, with 
a target of 1 million 
homes a year, to 
ensure that there are 
enough good quality 
homes for all. * Municipalise all 
private rented pro
perty. * Fix rents at levels 
that workers can easily 
afford. * Guarantee all ten
ants security of tenure 
and democratic con
trol over their estates. 

being subsidised to acquire a--
valuable personal asset. One 
day, if mortgage rates allow 
them to pay off a fortune in 
interest to the building 
society, he or she will own 
their own house. 

But there is more to it than 
that, too. With mortgage 
relief, the more expensive the 
house , the bigger the subsidy. 
In other words, the richer you 
are ; ~he more you can get. 

The Tories are always 
screaming about high taxes. 
If you have a taxable income 
of over £24,000 a year, the 
rate of tax is supposedly 83o/o. 
But in fact , after allowances 
-the most important of 
which is tax relief (i.e. a 
subsidy) on mortgage pay
ments-the top 1 o/o of tax
payers only pay 4S.Sp in the£ 
income tax. 

So much for the "scroung-
ers" who live in council 
houses! 
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NEW SLUMS 
.. 

St Cuthbert's VIllage, Gateshead: a modem Alcatraz 

ANNERS' DREAM 
RESI EN S' NIGHTMARE 
St Cuthbert's Village, 
Gateshead-opened by 
Harold Wilson with a great 
fanfare in April 19:70-
was to have been a new 
type of closely-knit corn· 
munity which would create 
a "sense of communal 
responsibility, · and above 
all a feeling of belonging." 

It has turned out to be a 
modern Alcatraz of 700 
concrete homes. The last 
nine years have produced a 
mountain of problems. 
Tenants by the dozen have 
been driven to desperation 
in trying to escape this 
"integrated community". 

Imagine concrete build
ings, some 8 stories high 
with concrete corridors 
and concrete roof gardens. 
A village . with a busy 
by-pass running right 
through the middle. This 
is the planners' "inte
grated community" with 
"maximum privacy within 
each respective dwelling." 

A planners' dream-but 
a residents' nightmare. 
Evenings are spent listen
ing to neighbours' TVs or 
record players. Children 
can be heard playing and 
footsteps resound from the 
flat above. 

Hollow ceilings aecommo· 
date the overhead electric 
heating systems . Fine in 
theory. but it produces astro· 
nomical bills. Bills in the 
region of £300 a yea r are not 
uncommon-man y peop le 
pay £ 12 a fortnight. But even 
at £12 a fortnight . the hea ting 
is not efficient. 

Tests by consultants ha1·e 
sho,,·n that the heat ing has to 
be left on all day to maintain 
a suitable room temperature. 
The consultants produced a 
thick report and then advised 
that the installation of doors 
between the passageways 
would save heal loss - but it 
micbt cause condensation. 

r .,,,, ::ondcn,ation is not a 

a word to be used in the 
village. part from the enor
mous electricity bills. damp
ness is one of the biggest 
prob lems. In a repair survey 
in 1977 . 122 houses out of 700 
reported da mpness - but no 
ordinary dampness. 

Condensation produces a 
fun gus which grows and 
em·elops the house. and even 
then families are ne t moved 
out. No smal l wonder local 
doctors have attributed the 
dea ths of two babies to these 
conditions. 

Bronchial and ch~st disor
ders abound. The Tenants 
Association is\iied a poster: 
"A home in St Cuthbert s can 
seriously dama ge vour health. 
lth ... All this . vou 11·ou ld think 
" ·ou ld be enough to ha1·c the 
architect' expe lled from their 
profession - but there i-, nwrc. 

Draina1!C from K stories 
often blo.cb up. Wen thi\ 
h appen ~ . the drains well back 
up and fill the 'in k' 11ith filth . 
Or the "alcr drain~ do,,·n the 
"a lb. ,.\ lead in one roof 
'prca ,b do\\·n K storic \: wa ter 
, .(>me~ down elec trical u> n· 
duih cau-,i n!,! li!,!hls to fm c . 

The most dc,·astatin!-' re· 
~ ulb. hOIICITr. are hidden: 
the dfcel\ on the re-,idcnl\ . 
the mi,ery and unhapp in cs-, . 
th e stre ss o f eontinu a ll ,1 

. phoning the repair' depa rt· 
ment < the fru~tration 11·hcn 
no thin!-! happ,·n~ . th e <k~: > c r· 
:tt ion 1>f tnin .t: tu e,c;q>,· thi -, 

Alcatraz. 
Mosthers and children are 

coo.ped up all day in these 
conditions. · All of this is 
hidden from the public . Only 
the families know the true 
effects, the marital-problems, 
the rows , depression , and 
sedatives . 

No wonder that many have 
given·'up. "There is no point 
in fighting ," says one woman, 
"because it will never get us 
anywhere . . Once upon a time 
we were all members of a 
tenants' association , but nine 
years ago when most of us 
first moved in we were 
arguing with the council over 
the very same matters." 

But something must be 
done by the council. The 
Labour councillors in par
ticular have a duty to prove 
that the council is not-in the 
words of one tenant-"pull
ing slums down just to build 
new slums." 

As a first priority the 
council should provide a 
decent and efficient heating 
system. Taking the advice of 
the consultants, the council 
has offered storage heaters. 

But these have been rejected 
by the tenants-and rightly 
so. 

One storage heater in the 
living room combined with 
the ceiling heat in the 
bedrooms would still cost 
around £6.50 per fortnight. 
The only alternative is gas 
central heating which would 
cost around £95 per year. 
While this would cost more in 
capital outlay it is the only 
worthwhile solution. 

Together with this must go 
a full investigation into allthe 
structural defects of the 
village-and a way found of . 
solving the problems of 
condensation. 

Surely, if we have the 
technology to send rockets to 
the moon, we can fnd a 
solution to this problem? 

Above all , Labour councils 
up and down the country have 
to draw the lessons of trying · 
to solve the problems of slum 
clearance by relying on a 
planners ' pipe-dream of 
cheap, low-cost housing. 

By Dave Cotterili 
(Gateshead East LP) 

Monopoly domination 
In the area of construction 
companies and building sup

·ply firms, big monopolies 
have an overwhelming dom
inance. About 3fr big firms, 
such as Wimpeys, McAlpines 
and Laings have a com
manding position. 

The building supply indus
trv has reached a fantastic 
d;gree of monopolisation, as 
the following table shows: 

The fact that so few . 
companies control the bulk of 
building and building supply 
industries shows the need for 
their immediate nationalis
ation. 

Until these facilitie.~ and 
supplies are under the cuntrol 
of the working class, what 
hope can there be of an 
expansion in house building? 

Material 
Asbestos 
Bricks 
Cement 
Plasterboard 
Flat glass 
Ceramic tiles 
Concrete roofing 

tiles 

Leading 
Company 

Turner & Newall 
London Brick 

APCM 
BPB 

Pilkington 
Johnny Richards 

Marley 
Redlands 

Estimated share of 
UK market 

SSOJo 
45o/o 
63o/o 

lOOo/o 
lOOo/o 

65o/o 
SOo/o 
45o/o 
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IRAN- HOW CAN THE WORKERS 
The two months after the overthrow of 
the Shah have made it plain that the 
Iranian masses saw the Pahlavi mon
archy's downfall as only a stage on the 
road to national and social liberation. 

As 'Militant' reported last week there 
has been an enormous ferment in the 
workplaces in the cities and towns of 
Iran, with workers drawing up their 
demands. They are determined to use 
th_~ democratic rights which they are 
winning in the struggle for better 
conditions. 

To obtain these demands, workers 
have undertaken militant action. In 
Shahr-e-Ray, for example, tile workers 
occupied the local Ministry of labour 
office and took forty Ministry employees 
hostage. They were demanding their pay 
for the-last four months, a demand they 
won the next day. 

Workers have not onl v been 
fightin g for purely eco-;wmic 
demands. Many workers. in 
particular the oil workers in 
Abadan and tractor workers 
in Tabriz. have been calling 
for the sacking of the · old 
bosses and the right to elect 
new manager themse!Yes. 
Workers at the General 
Heating and Ventil ation fac
tory in Tehran have been 
given permission b y the . 
government to run their 
factory themselves after the 
old bosses had fled. At the 
same tim e a stn.:ggle has been 
developing for full trade 
union rights and the dismissal 
of the old SA YAK-appointed 
'workers · rep resen ta tives ·. 

Already some .of these 
developments have run into 
opposition from Khomeini's 
Revolut ionary Islamic Com
mittees and their militia . In 
Tabriz a workers' demon
stration was harassed bv 
militiamen who called th~ 
workers "communists" or 
"SA V AK agents" and fired 
shots in the air. A workers' 
meeting called after this in 
Tabriz reported that the 
bosses now tried to suppress 
workers by labelling them 
" communists " and that 
workers who tried to form 
unions , committees. or other 
organisations had been ham
pered. 

Khomeini has continually 
attacked communist and soc
ialist ideas as "un -Islamic" 
and said Marxists "ai:e at war 
with Islam ". His supporters 
are continually attempting to 
whip up a nationalist frenzy 
against the left under the 
slogan of 'Opposition to 
Imperialism , Zionism and 
Communism'. Nevertheless , 
such is the pressure of the 
workers a nd th~ masses 
generally that even Khomeini 
has been forced to make 
dem agogic attacks on the rich 
and grant concessions such as 
the cancellation of the water 
and electricity bills of poor 
people for the last six months 
of the old regime . 

Some of Khomeini 's sup
porters are trying to form 
' Islamic Trade Unions' - or 
'Islamic Associations· in 
workplaces in an attempt to 
hold up the radicalisation 
which is taki ng place. But this 
will not work. If these 
organisations are going to 
survive as mass movements 
then they will be forced to 

By our correspon
dent, recently in 

Tehran 

fight for the workers' de
man ds and would be trans
formed in the same way in 
which the former right-wing 
Catholic CFDT Trade Union 
Federation in France was 
radicalised. A failure to fight 
for the workers' demands 
would soo n doom these 
Islamic groupings into be
coming react ionary tools of 
the bosses and m·ullahs. 

Already workers are begin
ning to draw conc!usi0ns from 
their own experiences in the 
revolution. A workers' repre 
sentati\·e speaking to a · big 
rally in Tehran at the end of 
February explai ned that ' 'the 
\·ery foundation of our society 
was based on the activities of 
the working class. Look 
around you. everything in this 
country has been created by 
us and should we withdraw 
our labour power then every
thing would cease to exist. 
After all it was us. · the 
workers. who took arms and 
il1\·aded the a rmy barracks. 
Do you know of any employer 
or lawyer who attacked the 
barracks?" 

Tudeh Party 
One of the main reasons for 

the absence, so far, of the 
development of an indepen
dent working class movement 
has been the lack of any clear 
leadership. 
The Tudeh (masses) party. 

which in practice is the 
pro-Moscow 'Communist' 
Party. had a mass basis in the 
1940s but its links with 
Stalinist Russia and its failure 
to lead a vigorous struggle 
against the Shah have limited 
its appeal. Now in an attempt 
to build support by hanging 
onto Khomeini's coat-tails. 
the Tudeh has issued an 
appeal for a ' United Popular 
Front' which would •·combine 
the strength of the supporters 
of Ayatollah Khomeini. of the 
Tudeh and other revolution-
ary parties. 

No criticism is made ag
ainst Khomeini. Noureddin 
Kianouri , a Tudeh leader. 
said just before the insurrec
tion that - "The Ayatollah 

ACHIEVE POWER ? 
deserves the esteem of the 
whole Iranian revolution and 
has earned himself the title of 
leader of the political and 
religious opposition. The 
Tudeh Party fully backs his 
initiatives ." He added that 
the Tudeh supported Kho
meini's plans for a referen
dum to establish an Islamic 
Republic . 

Similarly the fairly sizeable 
'Marxist' guerrilla group , the 
Fedayeen -e- Kha lq , h ave 
stressed time and again their 
support for the "progressive'' 
religious leaders like Ayatol
lah Khomeini and Ayatollah 
Taleghani ' ' and ·their oppo
sition to attempts to "create 
disunity among the pro
gressive forces of the coun
try." The larger Islamic 
guerrilla group, the Moja-

" * 
%. 

-h~ 

Khomeini . They must rely 
only on their own power and 
solidarity which already has 
toppled the Shah . The y 
should build , extend, and 

· link up their own organ
isations. particularly demo
cratic workers' and soldiers' 
rev olutionary commi t tees 
against the unelected , self
appointed Revolutionary Is
lamic Committees. 

The Tudeh leaders . apart 
from continual calls for an 
all iance with Khomeini. have 
up to now restricted their 
demands to va!nJe calls for "a 
government which would re
cover the plundered wealth of 
the country ." There have 
been no socialist policies 
advanced or any criticism of 
Khomeini . A call was made 
for a " national democratic 

sary to destroy these dangers 
was not put forward . 

The Fedayeen, while still 
praising Khomeini and offer
ing to co-operate with the 
Central Revolutionary Islamic 
Committee on arms control, 
have put forward a more 
independent programme than 
the Tudeh. Their main call 
has been for the election of 
democratic committees in 
factories , businesses , govern
ment offices and military 
bases . Alongside this has 

· been the demand for the 
disbandment of the old armv 
and the creation of a 'peop l e'~ 
army' with elected officers. 
While calling for a ' ' true and 
democratic ' land reform" , 
cancellation of all farmers' 
debts and handi ng O\'er of big 
farming enterprises to their 

Workers and soldiers controlled tht> str~ts, now they n~d to create a new state 

heddin , go even further. In a 
television interview. a leader 
of the group explained how 
the Mojaheddin 's ideology 
conforms closely to Islamic 
principles and that they still 
take orders direct from Khc.
meml. "the spearhead of 
Iran's revolution. " 

These groups do not openly 
take up an independent 
working class position, and 
fail to explain the necessity 
for the working class to take 
power if the gains of the 
revolution are to be consol
idated and . extended. Only 
the socialist transformation of 
society can provide both a 
guarantee against reaction 
and lead to the solution of the 
crisis gripping Iran in the 
working people's interests .· 

A policy of seeking to 
mobilise support for a social
ist revolution would mean 
exp laining to the working 
class that it is necessary to 
have no confidence in either 
the Baza r_gan go\·ernment or 

regime" but this has now 
been played down and the 
Tud eh is supporting an 
Islamic repub lic . 

The only occasion when the 
Tudeh has been prepared to 

workers. they do not put 
forw ard socialist demands for 
the rest of the economy. 

The Fedayeen have stressed 
the " uni ty of all forces 
figh ti ng for democracy and 

. They must rely only on their own power 
and solidarity. They should build, 
extend and link up their own organis
ations, particularly democratic workers' 
and soldiers' revolutionary committees 
against the unelected, self-appointed 
Revolutionary Islamic Committees 

take an independent stand 
was a call in the middle of 
r eb ruary for all the guerrilla 
groups to keep their weapons 
"until all vestiges of imperial
ism. co lon iali sm . despotism 
and cou nter- revolutiotl have 
been de~troyed . " But the 
socia li st programme neces-

progress .. . and expected all 
popular and patriotic forces 
to co-operate in the struggle 
for democratic liberties and 
against the exploitation of 
man by man .. , This striving 
for unity irrespective of 
clash ing class interests was 
best illustrated in the Fed-

ayeen's March 11 appeal to 
the Bazargan government to 
"swiftly control the present 
situation" to prevent Iran 
being "plunged into an 
unwanted civil war . ·• 

In a letter to Bazargan's 
government the Fedayeen 
asked it to make use of " all 
political organisations in the 
country so as to be better able 
to fulfil its obligations." This 
was a repeat of the Fedayeen 's 
earlier demand for a place in 
the government! 
· The Islamic Mojaheddin 

have fo llowed policies very 
similar to the Fedayeen by 
appealing for ' 'unity'' , for the 
election of democratic com
mittees. and creation of a 
'peop le's army'. But at the 
same time Massoud Rajavi . 
the Mojaheddin leader. ex 
plained that while they stood 
uncompromisingly fo r the 
improvement of workers' liv
ing conditions the "ownership 
by industriali sts faithful to 
the nation was in no danger." 

Mossadeq's heirs 
At the million-strong rally· 

to commemorate the 12th 
anniversary of Mossadeq's 
death Rajavi declared that the 
Mojaheddin did not want the 
"disintegratiOn ol the tlazar
gan government. We shall 
support you in the direction of 
the historical and patriotic 
role you should play. We are 
only the bane of the imper
ialists. We hope you shall 
gain all the powers of a strong 
and responsible government 
and move into the main 
stream. 

This mass ive Mossadeq 
rally. which was the first mass 
demonstration of the Iranian 
revolution not organised by 
the mullahs. saw the launch
ing of the National Demo
cratic Front (NDF). This was 
started by a group within the 
old National Front led by 
Mossadeq's grandson , Mat
ine-Daftary. who opposed the · 
old leadership 's opportunism 
and inability to organise any 
mass support. The NDF 
announced an eleven-point 
programme which demanded 
that the referendum be con
fined to the abolition of the 
monarchy. the calling of a 
Constituent Assembly. the 
es tablishment of people's 
courts , the right of home rule 
for all nationalities in Iran 
and the establishment of a 
Revolutionary Co-ordinating 
Council. 

The NDF proposed that the 
Revolutionary Co-ordinating 
Counci l be elected from 
' 'workers , government em
ployees, guilds and other 
progressive strata". to super
vise the Provisional Govern
ment' s work. It called for the 
establishment of a "people's 
army (in the place of 
Khomeini 's militia). While 
supporting the right of work
ers to participate in the 
administration of offices and 
factories through workers' 
councils and demanding the 
abolition of the "economic 
oppression of all peasants and 
workers of the land" the NDF 
statement failed to clearly 
point out how " the abolition 
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of dependent capitalism 
through the destruction of the 
rule of imperialism" could be 
achieved. 

To break Iran from the 
fetters of_ imperialism means 
to smash the power of 
capitalism itself in Iran. Only 
through the nationalisation 'of 
the major sectors of the 
economy (the foreign invest
ments and the expropriation 
of the 22 families who own the 
biggest part of the economy), 
and the establishment of a 
state monopoly of foreign 
trade can the impact of 
imperialism , the world capit
alist market , be reduced . But 
even then an isolated socialist 
Iran would still be subject to 
enormous capitalist pressures 
until the overthrow of capit
alism in the advanced West
em countries or the overthrow 
of the Stalinist bureaucracies 
in the Soviet Union and the 
other deformed workers' 
states. 

The failure to understand 
the nature and role of 
imperialism as something 
intimately tied up with the 
existence of capitalism in Iran 
leads to the position where the 
Tudeh, Fedayeen, Mojahed
din and the NDF support, to 
varying degrees , Bazargan , 
the representative of the 
Iranian capitalist class . This 
politically totally disarms the 
working class . Bazargan is 
attempting to ddend the 
continued existence of capit
alism in Iran by holding back 
the further development of 
the revolution . This has to be 
made clear to the masses . 

The oil-boom of the past 
few years in Iran conclusively 
showed that capitalism, even 
-when in an upswing , cannot 
solve the problems facing the 
working class and peasants . 
The key question facing the 
Iranian _ working class is_ the 
struggle for a socialist Iran , 
both to solve the social crisis 
and to strip the ruling class of 
their power and ability to 
later impose a new dictator
ship. But this will not be 
achieved in co-operation with 
the Bazargan government; it 
can onlv occur through the 

overthrow of the capitalist 
government. Socialists in Iran -
must explain this, first to 
advanced sections of the 
working class and then, 
through them, to the mass of 
the class . 

Similarly Khomeini's posi
tion must be undermined by 
exposing his reactionary at
tempts to limit the gains of 
the revolution and explaining 
the utopianism of his populist 
demands , a process which will 
be enormously aided by the 
march of events themselves. 

All the major problems in 
Iran remain to be solved. The 
widespread support for the 
creation of an - 'Islamic 
Republic ' (which would still 
be capitalist) will not answer 
any of these problems. It does 
not show the mass of Iranians 
how living standards can be 
raised and how the masses ' 
democratic rights can be 
secured. The ' Islamic Re
public' means all things to all 
men. 

For Prime Minister Bazar
gan it means the continuation 
of the capitalist system with a 
number of cosmetic changes 
1ike calling interest charges 
'service fees ' and widespread 
use of the word 'Islamic' . But 
Ba,zargan himself has said 
this clashes with what he 
called the people's "ludi
crously high expectations of 
material gain as a result of the 
revolution ." Furthermore, he 
added, after a year of crisis 
the state had no income "yet 
workers at the big factories 
expected everything to be 
given to them at once . There 
wa_s no co-operation with the 
government." 

National 
movements 

Alongside this growing 
pressure of rhe working class 
and urban poor, there has 
been the rapid development 
of national movements in Iran 
in the past few weeks . Only 
just Qver SOo/o of the Iranian 
population speak Farsi (Per- · 
sian) as their first language. 
Most of the rest of the 
population are of separate 

Mossadeq [above] was unable to defeat imperialism , but what Df his 
heirs in the NDF? 

nationalities , of whom the 
most important are the Azer
baijanis , Kurds , Baluchis and 
Turks . These minorities have 
suffered under the Shah with 
the wholesale repression of 
their national rights . They 
saw the overthrow of the old 
regime as an opportunity to 
gain concessions for their 
national aspirations . 

This has been the reason 
behind the outbreak of heavy 
fighting in Kurdistan and 
Turkoman as the kurds and 
the Turkomenis have been 
determined to secure for 
themselves autonomy and 
access to weapons to make 
sure that they are not 
suppressed again . 

In this quickly changing 
situation it is only a matter of 
time before there will be a 
mighty development of the 
labour movement . Already 
the advanced layers of the 
working class have drawn 

political conclusions from 
their experiences. They will 
increasingly be joined by the 
mass of the class as events 
shatter the illusions of an 
'Islamic Republic' which, 
would create a new "equal 
society" and do away with the 
gulf between rich and poor. 

But it is highly unlikely that 
this development of the 
labour movement would be 
reflected in any mass growth 
of the Fedayeen or Mojahed
din given their programmatic 

. confusion, their mainly stu
dent base and their illusions 
of power flowing from the 
large amount of military 
hardward they soh,ed during 
the uprising. In fact the 
possession of arms without a 
clear political perspective 
leaves these groups open to 
provocation later by the 
government of Khomeini in 
order to crush them. 

The Tudeh may emerge as 

STRIKE-WAVE ·sHAKES NEW 
BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT 

Brazil used to be 
heralded ·as a capital
ist miracle, an exam
ple of how a 'Third 
World' country could 
take off into sustained 
growth. 

The 'mirf!cle' was 
only ever for a few. 
According to r~cent 
reports from some 
Brazilian economists, 
the majority of the 
population of 120 
million are worse off 
now than in 1964 
[when the military 
Came tO power], an-d Rail ~- of metalworkers on strike. 

wealth is concentrated repression has soared. Last 
in fewer hands. ,,·eek saw a strike by 

A n d now eve n t h e 200.000 workers in heavy 
so-called miracle has en d- industry in Sao Paul o. 
ed. Inflation is cu rrently at They were dem anding a 
40 o/o a year . deb t p ay- 77 % wage increase. In the 
ments will pr-:Jbably take end they agreed to -return 
two-thirds of Brazil's in- to work for 45 days . to see 
come t his year a nd growth / if an a greeme nt wit h 
has slowed to a trickle . government and manage -

Discontent with econ- ment ~ould b e arrived a t . 
omic misery aQ.d political Calls for a change in 

societv have a lso been 
channelled th roug h and by 
sections of the Catholic 
Ch urch. the onlv institu
tion not to have been 
p urged by the mili tary 
si nce 1%4. 

As one Brazilia n ed itor 
p ut it recently, "We h ave 
our Ayatolla hs here ; they 
are the priests in the slums 
and in the poor country 

districts which have seen 
little benefit from , the 
growing wealth ." -

The dilemma for the 
new mili t ary President 
Figuerido is how to deal 
with this rising disconten t. 
Some m embers of the 
ru ling class h ave toved 
wi th the idea of estab lish
ing a Constituen t Assem
bly and ha nding over to 
civilian rule before 1985. 

. Others -have called for a 
rod of iron . Las't week 
F iguei redo did both- he 
sent police into the union 
headqu arters. arrested 200 
workers . b ut also worked 
our a deal with the union 
leaders . 

.Rep ression or conces 
sions-either wav is a 
perilous cou rse "tor the 
Brazilian elite . The com 
ing period will undoubt
edly be the most unset tled 
for the milita ry since they 
began their ru le fi fteen 
yea rs ago. 

By Jim (brystie 
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BRAZIL/ CHAD 
a m!Yor force inside the 
working class, particularly in 
older, longer established 
industries like oil. But the 
Tudeh's past history, its links 
with the Stalinist bureaucracy 
in the Soviet Union and its 
lack of an independent policy 
inside Iran will tend to limit 
its appeal. 

In this situation it is 
entirely possible that a mass 
workers' movement could 
develop through another 
door, such as the NDF or a 
split off from the National 
Front or NDF. · Neither of 
these movements even claims 
to be 'socialist' at present, but 
in the absence of another 
channel the working class 
could transform them. There 
could then develop either a 
Peronist-type movement, a 
capitalist party with a mass 
working class base, or a 

/ PASOK-type socialist party. 
The experiences of both the 

Peronists in Argentina and of 
PASOK in Greece have 
shown the tremendous strug
gles which would develop in 
such organisations as the 
class struggle unfolded. Any 
mass force that emerges in 
Iran would be under great 
pressure from the working 
class to carry out radical 
measures, and it would be in 
this situation that masses of 
workers would be won t(il the 
ideas of Marxism as their 
experiences showed them the 
need for the socialist trans
formation of society . 

Independent 
workers' 

committees 
The task of Marxists now is 

to explain the processes which 
are taking place, to show the 
~adequacies of the pro
grammes which are being 
advanced and argue for 
independent working class 
policies, based on the need for 
the organisation of the work
ing . class movement; the 
election of democratic com
mittees in every workplace 
and military unit and the 
linking together of these 
committees on a district. 

In a stinging rebuff for 
French imperial ism in Africa . 
the leader of the Frolinat 
guerrill a movement has be
come the ne'' 'President of 
Chad. Chad was the countrv 
" ·hich oYer the last decade 
receiYed the large~t amount of 
French mi lit;ry aid - all 
directed against the Frolinat 
movement . 

From 1968 to 1972 5.000 
French tro-ops fought against 
the guerril las. L:tst vear when 
Frolinat moved to~,- ards the 
capital France rushed in 
2.500 u:gops. hentually this 
,-ear. France conceded defea t. 
Its puppet regime collapsed in 
internal fighting . and France 
agreed to withdraw its troops. 

The expe rience of Chad 
shows ·how France's position 
in Africa has changed. It used 
to be able to support neo
colonial regimes with ease. 
But now there are either mass 
demonstrations at home (as 

regional and national level. 
These committees would 

have to launch a determined 
struggle for the people's 
immediate needs- such as 
democratic rights, a 40-hour 
week, a higher minimum 

·wage, a crash housing plan, 
the control of prices, the right 
of self-determination and 
autonomy for the national 
minorities. All this would be 
linked to the necessity of an 
independent workers' govern· 
ment which would nationalise 
the m~Uor industries, take 
over the property of the 22 
families which control Iran, 
and draw up a socialist plan 
of production. 

Such a campaign would 
mobilise the vast mass of 
Iranian people in a huge 
movement which would be 
able to bring the Iranian 
revolution to victory by the 
coming to · power of the 
working class and the crea
tion of a socialist Iran. The 
imperialists and Iranian cap
italists have at present no 
means with which they could 
stop such a movement. 

All that is preventing the 
rapid overthrow of capitalism 
in Iran is the absence of an 
independent workers' party 
campaigning on such a Marx· 
ist programq~e . But in the 
course of ihe unfolding of the 
revolution the ideas of Marx
ism can get a wider and wider 
response . This can lead to the 
development of such a party 
capable of guiding the Iran
ian workers and peasants to a 
democratic socialist Iran , 
which would be an inspiration 
to working people throughout 
the world ., 

'Militant' pamphlet 
'IRANIAN 

REVOLUTION' 

Price lOp plus Sp post and 
packing. Bulk orders [5 or 

more] post free. 

Available from 
World Books, 1 

Mentmore Terrace, 
London E8 3PN 

Niger 

happened when they sent 
troops to Zaire last year) 
and/ or the regimes C8Jmble 
against the opposition of the 
people . French and Western 
imperialism are finding it 
difficult to cope with the 
growing revolution in Africa . 
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It's just 
·not 

cricket 
Deer 'Militant' 

With buffoons like Wood
row Wyatt of the 'Sunday 
'Mirror' telling us that "West 
Indian Grenada'' is not going 
to go "extremely" left, simply· 
because its national game is 
crkket, no wonder we're In 
such a state. 

Basing political analysis on 
s:wrting inclinations is as 
uwul as basing your decisions 
on h ow you feel at the time. 
Th.is is the way capitalism 
works, no logic, just reacting 
to the whims of profit or 
following the other feUa. 

We l'an't afford to have 
idiots running our lives. If 
unemployment and low wages 
is all they can come up with, 
then its time we took over. 
Nationalise under workers' 
control and management and 
show the bosses that cricket 
can't stop socialism. 

· Derrick McLeUand 
Secretary Edgbaston 
LPYS 

Dear Comrades 
The bosses' union·, the CBI , 

were quoted itf.the press the 
other day as being deeply 
concerned about the growing 
abse-nteeism in industry, 

·along with the increasing 
scale of sickness suffered. It · 
went on to suggest that 
perhaps many workers were
not as sick as they thought or 
maybe doctors were a bit· 
liberal in issuing certificates. 

At the moment many 
factories are affected by 
workers laid- up w1tn flu, 

WHO IS WRECKING 
OUR SCHOOlS? 

Meet the Tories
it's a different world 

Dear Comrades 
As a student teacher, 1 was 

particularly interested in the 
article on education by Derek 
McMillan in 'Militant' 446. 

The head-master referred 
to in the article may be 
exceptional in the vehemence 
of his attitudes. But it would 
be a mistake to' accept the 
picture of a ' progressive 
revolution· in schools as 
painted by the press. 

The class of 9-10 year olds I 
teach on my school practice is 
accustomed to the type of 
curriculum which has been 
familiar to generations of 
childr en. The gre~test em· 
phasis is still placed on the 
'three Rs ' and the teachers 
still insist on strict obedience . 

This is by no means 
unusual. A survey of 800 
primary schools in the North :... 
West in 1973-73 concluded: 
"a high degree of permissive
ness does not appear to be the 
norm in primary classrooms". 
A recent report from Trent 
Polytechnic on Nottingham
shire schools backs this up. 

Yet , in spite of all the 
evidence , the 'Black Papers ' 
edited by Tory spokesman 

colds etc, after a bad winter. 
But as 'Militant' has pointed 
out again and again, with 
shift work, unsocial hours, 
snatched lunches and tea
breaks-every-day life on the 
shop floor-a whole range of 
diseases are much more 
prevalent among the working 
class, · than any other section 
of society. 

Perhaps the CBI should try 
and work an 8-12 hour day on 
the factory floor in dust, 
fumes, chemicals and muck 
day after day, week in, year 

Rhodes Boyson , have blamea 
the general adoption of 

informal methods in British 
primary schools" for a decline 
in educational standards as 
well as "delinquency , violence 
and unrest" , rising crime and 
the "growth of anarchy." 

As readers of 'Militant' will 
be aware , 'unrest' and 'an
archy' for Boyson , are the 
efforts of working people to 
defend their living standards 
against the attacks demanded 
by big business. 

Those who rant about 
falling standards in education 
would , of course , be the last 
to admit that ancient cram
ped class rooms, lack of 
facilities , large classes . unem
ployed teachers etc., don't 
exactly help standards and 
that cuts in education spen
ding hardly make things 
better. 

The representatives of capi
talism have to find some 
excuse for the failings of their 
system . Attacking radical 
teachers is as good a cover-up 
as any. 

Yours fraternally 
Dave Warren 
UCNW Labour Club 

Dear Comrades 
Having decided to attend a 

local Labour Party Young 
Socialists versus Young Con
servatives public meeting I 
made my way to the venue 
looking forward to an excel
lent debate . 

I had difficulty in finding 
the Conser.:ative club at 
which the meeting was being 
held . Perhaps m:y mind was 
too busy thinking about what 
I would do behind the wheel 
of one of the many luxurious 
cars in the neighbourhood or 
how I would accommodate 
myself in one of the spacious 
houses which surrounded me. 

I bumped into another 
Young Socialist who obviously 
had the same problem. Our 
combined efforts to find the 
club proved fruitless, so we 
asked three middle -aged 
women dressed in mirrk coats 
and expensive-looking jew
ellery , who informed us that it 
was just over the road . 

Entering the buiJding I was 
suddenly taken aback by the 
luxurious setting and by the 
many people dressed as if they 
had just taken part in a 

'Come Dancing' competition. 
Trembling at the knees. I 
suddenly wished that my 
jeans would not appear to be 
as tatty as they were and that 
t had had time to shave before 
leaving home. 

Asking a stout gentleman 
sporting a large dicky bow 
about the meeting. we were 
told that due ·to a mix-up it 
was to take place at another 
club . 

My brief encounter gave me 
and other young workers 
more than enough ammuni· 
tion to completely demoralise 
the young Tories and their 
ideas in the disc ussion which 
we eventually found . · 

We explained that only 
under a socialist society would 
the fru.its of our labour be 
channelled back into hos
pitals. education and public 
ser.·ices etc.. and that only 
socialism could give the 
ordinary working man and 
woman a dramatic increase in 
their standards of living. 

Yours fraternally 
Les Kuriata 
Sel\y Oak LPYS 

CUTS-THE MEDICINE 

WE DON'T NEED 
Dear Comrade 

I enclose a cheque for the fighting 
fund for £1.75 raised at a Manchester 
'Militant' public meeting, with a slide 
show on the NHS. 

The slide show provoked a lively and 
wide-ranging discussion on aU aspects 
related to health , especially the role of 
the drug companies in promoting 
useless drugs-tranquillisers to solve a 
housing problem! 

It also brought home to the audience 
the fact that housing, car petrol 
pollution , diet and ot her living 
conditions had a bigger role to play in 
health than drugs and medical staff. 
The cuts in spending in all spheres of 
the public sector were deplored-as 
cuts in housing increase disease. 

Locally there are numerous examples 
of the bad effects of the cuts-the 
proposed extension to the Manchester 
Royal Infirmary [an ancient building] 
has been postponed time after time, 
and the staff at Withington hospital 
were told last week by ·the Health 
District treasurer that the hospital had 

over-spent by £ 1l 2m last year and will 
therefore have to cut back by that 
amount next year. Are they supposed to 
let patients die because they can't do 
the right tests? . 

A nurse at the MRI told me that in 
the ward for patients who have had 
strokes etc. , there aren 't enough high 
and low beds so nurses have to struggle 
to lift heavy patients unnecessarily. 
"They've been trained to lift properly," 
is the reply they're given when they ask 
why more special beds aren 't available. 

This contrasts with the private 
patients' wing in the MRI where she 
used to work . There no expense is 
spared, there !!re always plenty of staff 
and all the right equipment as well as 
private rooms etc. The doctors can earn 
as much there in a week, and 
sometimes in a day, as a nurse earns in 
a year! 

Yours fraternally 
Margaret Manning 
Moss Side CLP 

out, and see what the 
consequences are. 

With a wife and family to 
support, the irony is that 
millions who do not have a 
private sickness scheme be
hind ili.em, are forced to work 
on regardless of serious 
ill-health. 

tedious, boring jobs , leaving 
few to use their skills to the 
full potentiaL Since all these 
productivity schemes have 
come in to operation, they've 
tried to turn everyone into . 
robots: and robots we're not! 

expect a couple of years in 
retirement. 

The · run-down . of British 
industry is not of the workers' 
making but of all those whiz 
kids who run .capitalism. 
We've had enough of the stick. 

But is it any wonder there is 
absenteeism in -British indus
try? Where is · the job 

...satisfaction to be found? 
Once-skilled workers have 

joined the ranks of semi-skil
led and the unskilled in 

Unfortunately we don't 
have all the perks the CBI· do. 
We ·have to' pay our .taxes 
through the nose . 

How many workers get to 
65? Not that many-'Not 
another colledfon-Fred who 
retired the other week has 
gone already'. At least you 

If capitalism cannot give us 
. a decent life without all the 
aggro, then move over mate, .. 
we're taking over. ·We could
n't make a worse mess · than 
they have already . 

Mike Singleton 
AUEW (Brighton) 

Courtaulds 
-we pay, 

they decide 

Comrades 
As LPYS delegate to North 

West Durham GMC I was 
angered (but not surprised) 
by MP Ernie · Armstrong's 
criticism of a YS resolution 
calling for support for the 
Courtauld's workers (see 
'Militant ' 444) and for a 
public inquiry into · Court
auld's use of government 
grants . 

The issue , Armstrong said , 
should not be _blown up out o£ 
proportion; after all. negoti
ations were continuing bet
ween the government and 
Courtaulds ; it was a very 
" delicate" situation and 
would not be improved by 
" demanding public inquir
ies" . 

'Militant '· supporters poin
ted out that when 1,700 jobs 
were being threatened it was 
not the time for "hushing 
things up" and being diplo
matic. 

Armstrong went on to say 
that the Northern Region hao 
had its share of government 
grants in recent years, £699 
millions worth . in fact. 

Whilst obviously. he wished 
to save the jobs, if Courtaulds 
decided that they were going 
to close down the Spenny
moor plant , then the govern
ment was powerless (we only 
provide the money , we can't 
force the company to act as 
we want) . 

In . a discussion with a 
couple of comrades after the 
meeting . Armstrong said that 
maintaining that the com
pany should keep the plant 
open .raised questions of 
"public ownership". It 's not 
often that I agree with my 
MP, but this time I did! 

If a leading supporter of 
the government ' s p resent 
economic policy agrees that 
no control can be maintained 
over firms to whom we hand 
out £25 million a day in 
subsidies , then the question is 
raised of taking over those 
firms like Courtaulds who 
threaten redundancies , under 
workers ' control and manage
ment . Only this way can we-· 
guarantee the jobs at. Spenny
meor and elsewhere! 

Fraternally 
Kath Hardisty 
NW Durham .LPYS 

7-3~and 
still 

fightin2 
Dear Comrades 

The old IWW [W obblies] 
chant used to be "we go to 
work, to get the cash, to buy 
the food, to get the strength, 
to go to work." 

For this generation it is so 
different. Now "we go to work 
to get the cash, to buy the 
things, that give us the time, 
to earn the extra cash, to pay · 
for the things" ,-ad ·infini. 
tum. 

The ·only way to break the 
vicious circle is still the same, 
change the system! 

· PS: Out of curiosity, who is 
your oldest reader; any ad- ' 
vance on 73? 

Yours sincerely 
F Thain 
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1,035 
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Progress towards yea r 's ta rget - T owards April 7t h ta rget 

TARGET FOR THE YEAR £85,000-TARGET FOR APRIL 7th £21,250. 

What does it take to get 
£10,000 for the 'Militant'? 
A lot of hard work! 

It has taken 12 weeks to 
reach £10,998 for the 1979 
Fighting Fund. Now, to get 
the first quarter's target of 

·£21,250, another £10,252 
needs to be raised in one 
week! 

Can it be done? 
What is £10,000 

anyway? To big busi
ness, very little . To 
'Militant', it's the dif
ference between 'get
ting by' and really 
stepping up the effec
tiveness of the cam
paign for the socialist 
policies to defeat big 
business. 

Many thousands of 
workers want to back 
that fight but can 
afford very little by 
way of donations. 
However ... 

20 ,000 readers following 
the example of a hard-up 
PNP (J a maica) member in 

- N London last week and 
donating just SOp would 
mean £10.000 for our 
funds! 

donations last week. 500 of 
them would make up 
£10.000. tool 

The permutations are 
endless. But only if a 
different set of 'perms' 
worked out right could any 
worker give us the £10.000 
in one go. A regular 
donation to the 'Militant' 
is a much better bet than 
the pools , the 'National' , 
etc . (Though of course we 
will not refuse any wiq
nings that do "happen 
along"!) 

We know only too well 
that workers' resources are 
not endless . 

That is why we have to 
' stress yet ' again the ur
gency of 'Militant' getting 
every penny of the target 
figures for its funds. It is 
also why we appreciate 
every donation we receive 
-from the £50s to the 
SOps . They all add up! 

So would just 200 'Mili- Of last \\ ee k's £1 .227 .09: 
tant' readers giving £50 J.:JOO\\a s tf' n 't c' tl' :n, · from 
following the excellent ex- readers in Lan c;t,h ire. Old-
amples of a supporter in 
Lewisham. T &R Burns in 
E Wales. a nd a Leeds 
trade unionst-all of 
whom believe that wind
falls . union expenses. etc . 
belong to the ' Militant'. 

A Birkenhead POEU 
member and an o ther 
Welsh reader gave £20 

ham. Hackne\' {o\·ertime). 
t ·a rdiff (3). Bri,tol. Brighton 
l, tudent) . La mbtlh (1 - Ost
r,n\·, kiJ and 'ThP Pot teries· 
t M Hop kin s ASTMS). 

!:SO was ten 'fi\·ers' from 
readers in Ste\·e nage . Dun
dee. Cardi ff : B rist~ l (2) . S 
London (2) . Whiteha\·en (1 
Cu mm ings). A Ro\ er. _Sholi-

DOlT 
hull shop steward (union 
expenses) and a stude nt who 
agreed to pay the'Militan t' if 
l.he Chairman of Co\·ent[\· SE 
Young Socialists got his hair 
cut ! 

£10 was just ten of the 
man\· 'oners'-from C Mul
lins (NUPE). Sheffield Cll r .. J 
Birmingham . A Mares l Lee
ds). P Woodward ( Bradford). 
P Crole ( Yeo\·il LPY S). 1 
H anna n ( Dundee). Ports 
mouth CLP Sec .. A Allenby . J 
Charter ( Bornem out h ). A 
Bootle IRSF member . A 
Quinn of ACTSS and . believe 
it or not. from a Young Tory 
in North London- M Wool
ard! 

Another £ 10 was five £2 
donations-a YS member in 
Islington (to outdo the YC). P 
Whittaker (NU PE). M Iqbal 
(G& MWU shop steward). D 
Cook (ASLEF) and someone 
in Bristol who sold his 
tro u~crs' 

hundreds who contributed to 
collections - notably at Scot
tish Conference of the Labour 
Part \' where £ ISO wa s riiised a t 
a weekend meeting in Londo n 
- £3.SO. 

Fi\'e POEU members in 
Leeds Inte rnal Branch don
ated £ 13 from their produc
ti\i t-.· increases. Li\·e r poo l 
NGA supporters contributed 
£6.22 a nd Leeds ALEW 
members . £6 . Deptford LP 
members gave £8 and Keele 
Labo ur Club m e m bers 
£3.SO . 

Various LP Young Social
ists contributed to collections. 
raffl es etc .. for the 'Militant'. 
I f t h ei r Conference goes 
ahead . we loo k forward-to a 
b igger than e\'er co llection at 
the 'Mili tant' meeting there. If 
it doesn't we appeal to 
eYer~· one who \\·as going to go. 
to contribute what they were 
goi ng to - spend there to 
"Militant's" . '-e lection fund~· 

THIS WEEK: 
£1,227 

There were num erou s other 
·~ums' from indi\·idual sup
porters - £ 16 .80 from W 
Coombes ( Bristol SE YS) . 
{] 6.SO from Brighton Trades · 
Council Sec retar\' An ne Jones. 
£11 from du~tman D D\'kes 
( Bournemouth CLP) . two- £4s 
from Ca rdiff. £2 .6S and £2 .SO 
from Dundee reade rs. G h ·ers 
il:C\TTJ and A Laird. £ 1. 60 
from J McCabe (Wirral) 
T &GWU) . £1.50 fron1 1 
O'Grad\' (Co\-entr\' NE CLP) 
and £ 1 .. 20 from ~nemployed 
PNP member B Hollin gs 
wort h. 

M a ny th a nks to e'ery 
<'·'!l'ribu tor. including the 

- £20 a piece?! That is a 
chance for the bigger-than
usua l donation-just SOQ of 
them is £ 10.000. don't forget! 

HO\\'C \·er \'OU do it. JOU ca n 
help us ge t £10.000 in cash 
and promises this week and 
en~r~· \\·ee k o f the eJect ion 
campaign . 

Push ~· our line across the 
chart to help 'Militant' help 
you push for socialist policies 
and lasting ,· ictor~· for the 
labour moYement! -

Oare Doyle 
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DAY 

. 
MA~CHESTER ' Militan t' 
Readers M~ting. 'Who ru ns 
the count r.·? ' Speaker: Mar
garet Crear. Sunday April 8th . 
8.00 pm. Star and Ganer. 
Fai! iield Street. Manchester. 

LEICESTER 'Militant' Public 
M~ting . 'Keep the Tories 
Out - Labour must win~·. Sun
day April 22nd. Ven]le and 
Speakers to be announced. 

ALL-LONDON 'Militant' Pre
election m~ting . Su ndav April 
29 th. Venue and Speakers to be 
ann ounced . 

NORTH EAST ·,Militant ' Elec
tion Rallies. Thu rsday April 
26th. 8pm. Look out for detai ls. 

MORRISTON Marxist Discus· 
sion Group meetings. Contact 
Swansea 33542 for further 
de tails 

CHESTER-LE-STREET Marx· 
ist Discussion Group . Mondays 
starting at 8 pm. For further 
details con tact : Eddie Lower
son. Chester-Le-Street 888146 

W ALJ::SEND Marxist Discus
·sion Group . The firs t Wednes
daY of e<·erY month. Contact 
Wallsen d 68-7678 for details. · 

NEWCASTLE Marxist Discus· 
sion Group for students and 
unemployed . Friday afternoons 
in Newcastle University. For 
further details contact Roy 
Goodspead , tel. 748001 

ROTHERHAM Militant Bak· 
ers' Forum: 'Lessons of the 
Bakers ' Strike '. Speaker: Joe 
Marin o (Bakers' Union EC) . 
Chairman: George Beasley 
(BFAWU Branch sec . Mother's 
Pride. Rotherham). both in 
personal capaci ty. Saturda\' 
April 7th. 1.30 · pm. 'The 
Junction Inn ·. Greasborough 
Road. Rotherham 

LEICESTER Militant Indus· 
t.-iaJ' Forum 'New Technology
do workers benefit?' Speaker: 
Gary Freeman (Nottingham 
LPYS) at the Globe Inn. off 
High Street. Le ic·es ter. 7.30 pm . 
F ; id ay 6th Apri l 

MILITANT Northern Camp 
May 25-28 (Bank Holiday) 
Program me of discussi on: 
Marxist Economics ; Historical 
Materialism; Marxism and the 
trade unions: Perspectives for 
Britain: an international topic . 
Cost: £7. cheques payable to 
'Militant Northern Camp'. For 
further details contact: Richard 
Knights. 3 Olive Mount Villas, 
Liverpool 15. Tel : 051 -722 0928 

CLASSIFIED 

SOUTH WALES Summer 
Camp- Spring Bank Holiday 
has been cancelled. The organ
isers are ve ry sorry to disappoint 
all looking forv•ard to this 
event. but pressure of work. 
wi th the gen eral elect ion. 
doesn' t allow us time to 
organise. We hope to organise 
another as soon as possible. 

BIRMINGHAM Labour Party 
Young Socialists 'Public M~t 
ing . "Keep the Tories Ou t!". 
Speakers·: Tony Saunois (Lab
o~ur · Partv NECJ. Jeff Rooker 
MP. Monday April 9th 7.30 
pm. Or Johnson House. Bull 
St .. Birmingham. 

LEEDS LPYS NHS slide show 
followed b,· folk social. 7.30pm , 
Sunday 8th April. at the 
Adelphi. Lower Briggate. Leeds 

'After Canvass' Disco. Honey
suckle Pub , Bensham Road, 
Gateshead . Fridav April 6th. 
All Welcome. 

STEVENAII 

BANNERS 

I 

GET YOUR OWN 
BANNER 

TRADE UNION 
LABOUR PARTY 

YOUNG SOCIALim· 

FROM £50 PHONE 
0438 60313 

~~""" =-$!-" "''t(. kff1 mF 1t'!r;; Os.n' cp. 7JIIS--~: 
611" Sill> TO !Cil.b~E · 
OU> 7'x;..:rctW! q,or Jttr -

5-colour poster, IS" X 9". Al·ailable Milita nt, £1.50 p&p inc. 

WORLD BOOKS 

35-hour Week by Brian Ingham . ... . . . ... .... . .. . 20p 
Iranian Revolution: Militant Reprint .... , ..... ... lOp 
History of the Labour Party: Militant Reprints . . .. . 30p 
Capitalist Cri<;s : 'Tribune's' "Alternative Stra-tegy" 
or Socialist Plan. by Andrew Glyn . .. .. .. ". .. . ... . . 60p 
Transitional Programme by Lean Trotsky, . . . . ..... .. . 
with new introduction .... .. . .. . . . .. .. . . . ... . ... 2Sp 
Add lOp postage for each pamphlet. Send for free 
comprehensive booklist to: World Books, 1 Mentmore 
Terrace, London E8 3PN 
PLUS: Apply to World Books for bulk orders of 'Should 
Nurses go on strike?' Price 3p each. 
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UPW members lobby the union's Executive meeting at National HQ, London on 29th March 

POST OFFICE BALLOT: END LOW 
PAY· WITHOUT STRINGS 

The Union of Post · Office 
Workers' Executive has 
accepted a pay offer which 
is now to be put to the 
members by ballot. 

The original claim was for 
8o/o increase in pay and 

. full consolidation 
previous increases . three 
rs ' reduction in the work-

week . an increase in 
ualleave. and a reduction 
the incremental scales 

run as long as nine 
in some grades). with an 

ator clause proposing 
rther wage increases to keep 

with inflation. 
The offer now accepted by 

the leadership is · for 
of 8 o/o 

allowances and a greater 
reduction .in the incremental 
scales than in the original 
claim. 

However . an 'efficiency 
agreement' has been presen
ted. in return for consolidat
ion of all increases into the 
basic rate. The UPW has 
always said that unconsoli
dated wage increases , 
which because or me unsocial 
hours worked in the Post 
Office have been costly to 
many members. should never 
have been tolerated in the 
first place. 

The agreement involves 
bringing in part-time as op
posed to full-time staff. 
removing vacancy agreements 

ntroduci new forms of 

work measurement aimed at 
staff reductions. 

Industrial action took place 
all over London as soon as 
members learnt of the strings 
attached to the offer , the 
result of nearly four months 
of negotiations . The action 
was in most cases , specifically 
against the strings and the 
danger of the EC accepting 
them. 

For many Post Office 
workers. married with chil
dren. overtime is essential to 
pay the bills . Nobody wants to 
work overtime. but if it is to 
be chopped. \\·e need a basic 
wage we can li\·e on-8o/o is 
hardly enough. 

This was the view expressed 
at a lob of the union' s 

executive meeting on Thurs
day 29th March by postmen 
and clerical workers from all 
over London . 

A very modest 8o/o 
claim was made in the hope 
that the other parts of our 
clairri would therefore be 
accepted , but the offer , 
totally ignoring many of our 
key demands and placing so 
many strings on pay improve
ments we needed )'ears ago. is 
a sharp slap in the face. It is 
likely to provoke more wides
pread anger and opposition in 
the UPW. 

Philip Waker (UPW East 
London Counter Branch . 
in a personal capacity) 

ABF BOSSES SHUT BAKERY 
250 workers at the Sunblest bakery in 
Swansea, part of the giant Associated 

-British Foods company have been 
handed their redundancy notices. The 
company has claimed that it has to close 
the bakery because of the effects of the 
recent drop in the market. 

But shop steward Ken 
Jones doesn 't share this view. 
He believes that it is a direct 
attack on the union, who were 
lOOo/o behind the bakers' last 
wage claim. 

As for a drop in the 
market , he explained , "every 
year after Christmas bakeries 

have a fall in trade. and this 
year is no exception . In fact I 
would say production is 
slightly higher than other 
years." 

Unfortunately there has 
been no effective lead in 
opposing the redundancies by 
officials at local or national 

Westerns pickets demand action from Edmund Dell to save their yard, 
August 1978 

level and many workers, 
feeling despondant , have ag
reed to accept the apparently 
generous redundancy pay
ments (11 weeks' average . 
pay-approximately £1 ,000 
per man , plus additional 
payments for long service.) 

But as Ken Jones points out 
;'How long will £1,000 last? 
Obviously a few workers will 
find jobs but there is no way 
250 workers will find jobs in 
Swansea , where already 7,000 
are unemployed. 

" The closure will also have 
an adverse effect on the 
public. The bakery is the 
la'rgest in West Wales and 

John Gardiner, chief execu' 
tive of the Laird Group, has 
written to Edmund Dell, 
Birkenhead's MP, confirming 
management's scheme to 
break up Western Shiprepair· 
ers. 

As we warned I 'Militant' 
448], the'Laird Group hope to 
sell part of the yard to 
Sheppards for ship breaking, 
the dry-docks to neighbouring 
nationalised Cammel Laird 
shipbuilders, and keep the 
Rose Brae docks for their own 
use. This spells disaster for 
jobs. 

Gardiner's letter reeks of 
hypocrisy when he accuses the 

when it closes , all the bread 
will be delivered from Cardiff. 
But what if we have a bad 
winter next year ; how will the 
bread get down from Car
diff?" 

The only way bakery work· 
ers can achieve decent wages 
without having their members 
thrown out on the scrap heap 
is by taking the industry out 
of the hands of these paras
ites , by nationalising it under 
democratic workers' control 
and management. 

Bl Brian Lewis 
(S~\ansea LPYS) 

pickets of preventing men 
from being employed. The 
opposite is· true. The pickets 

• are fighting to save jobs; 
under the Laird Group plan, 
Sheppard will employ about 
six men and in the other two 
sections, firms brought in will 
employ their existing work· 
forces. 

Trade unionists must halt 
this destruction. Cammel 
Laird workers must refuse to 
work on the Western dry 
docks. Workers in the Laird 
Group's Liverpooi frrms
CBS and Gordon Allinsons
must black work on Rose 
Brae docks. 

NOTTINGHAM EVENING POST 

UNIONS STAND 
FIRM AGAINST 

INTIMIDATION 

The unions' campaign to 
black advertisers in the 
'Nottingham Evening Post' 
has been stopped by the 
courts, before the case 
against them is heard. 

Big business ad,enisers in 
the 'Evening Post'. the paper 
that locked out 28 journalists 

.after the national st rike . and 
refu ses to re cognise a ny 
union. have bee n successful in 
getting an injunction to stop 
the blacki ng . The p rint 
unions ha\·e been found guilty 
of ~n offence. without a ~triai.' 

The NGA is appealing ag
ainst the injunction. intro
duced just before Mother' s 
Da1· . a lucrative time for gift 
advertisers. High Court Judge 
lord Denning has refused to 
adjourn the injunction until 
the full case against the union 
comes to court. 

The Vice-President of the 
NUJ has been fined £250 and 
£50 costs for obstruction. Ir is 
a sign of the bosses' weakness 
in the face of the unions that 
they had to resort to the 
courts. 

Of the Post's £6'/ i m 
turnover in 1976. £5m was 
from adverts. The blacking 
campaign will knock a· large 
hole in ·the income of the 

' E\ening Post' . which wou ld 
obv ious lv bring enormous 
pressure on the management -
to back clown. 

To make the blacking 
reall y e ff ect ive the print 
unions and the NUJ must 
wage a pos iti,·e united cam
paign. Other unions must be 
in \·ohed for the -maximum 
effec t. 

A conference must be 
called lw the leaders of the 
NUJ and .Print unions. in 
cons ul ta tion with the Trades 
Council. invoh·ing delegates 
from the entire Nottingham
shire labour movement. to 
1\·ork out how to bring T 
Bailey Forman (the owners of 
the 'Evening Post') to heel 
and win a spe'edy and decisil·e. 
victory. 

Pole-Carew . the ' Evening 
Post' mana ging director , 
must not 'be allowed to 
emulate his hero , Grunwick 
boss George Ward. If the 
union leaders take firm. 
co-ordinated action then un
like Grunwicks these workers 
will win. 

The unions must stand firm 
against all forms of intimi
dation. 

Rob Hughes 
(West Nottingham LPYS) 

BR FITTERS PLAN · 
FURTHER ACTION 

Locofitters on British Rail 
(known officially as Reg
ional Shopmen) have just 
held a national week of 
action , in pursuit of their 
claim · for increased pay 
and better conditions. 

The week of action, which 
included 48-hour strikes and 
other industrial action at 
many loco depots , was called 
by the Regional Shopmen's 
Co-ordination Committee . 

This committee , set up last 
year. made up of shop 
representatives from British 
Rail depots . is in effect a 
national shop stewards' com
mittee. 

These workers have Pl-lt up 
with poor pay and conditions . 
for years . The top skilled 
fitters are on only £51 per 
week basic , semi-skilled on 
£45.85, and fitters' mates are 
expected to survive on £42 per 
week basic! 

The bonus payments are 
totally inadequate to offset low 
basic pay. They don't take 
account of the increasing 
work load , and are not 
calculable for holiday pay or 
pensions. 

The fitters are demanding a 
minimum basic rate of £60 
per week , with pro rata rates 
for all workshop grades, plus 
four weeks' annual holiday , 

The tug boat men are being 
approached to black any 
ships brought into Western's. 
There are reports of a ship 
being docked next week-if 
trade unionists allow Lairds 
to get away with it. 

If necessary, mass pickets 
must be mobilised by the 
Confed unions, Trades Coun
cils and Labour Parties, to 
stop the Laird Group from 
permanently wiping out over 
600 jobs. 

Today it's Western's. But 
as the shipbuilding and 
ship-repair crisis deepens, 

But instead of conceding tfus 
claim, British Rail manage
ment have taken their usual 
vindictive stance. 

A shops ' representative at· 
Stratford Running and Main
tenance Depot in East Lon
don explained: "When we 
reported for work on Monday 
night , we made it clear that 
we. would only service Strat
ford locomotives . The man
agement sent the entire 
night -shift home and did the 
same to the other shifts as 
they came on duty ." 

Similar things have been 
going on all over the country . 

But , far from being dem 
oralised, management's atti
tude has made the fitters all 
the more determil)ed . "They 
have gone too far this time", 
said one union rep . 

Plans are now being drawn 
up by the Co-ordination 
Committee to build links with 
more depots, with other 
railway workers , and workers 
in other industries. Further 
industrial action is planned, 
including a 24-hour strike on 
23rd April when negotiations 
between the management and 
the unions begin. 

By Martin Elvin 
(Stratford ASLEF) 

jobs at Cammel Laird, CBS 
and Gordon Allinsons will 
also be threatened. Already 
Cammel Laird shipbuilding 
workers face mass redundan
cies. 

All workers must unite to 
fight sackings and work out 
an alternative programme of 
useful work to prevent unem
ployment. For this, Westerns 
must be sayed. The pi~kets 
must not be defeated after 9 
months of litruggle. 

By Richard Venton 
(Birkenhead Labour Party) 

,. 

~ 
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CIVIL SERVICE PAY PAIGN 
NOT JAM 

TOMORROW· 
PAY TODAY 

Last Monday's nati
onal strike by civil 
service trade unionists 
was a timely demon
stration of their enor
mous potential unity 
and power. 

Executive Committee there 
was apparently a lively debate 
a bout whe t her the NEC 
should ask for membership 
approval in rejecting the 
offer . Indeed the General 
Secretary moved a motion. 
seconded by Mrs Kay Losin
ska . to conduct a consul ta tive 
exercise with the NEC recom
mending a 'No' vote. 

15,000 civU servants attended the CPSA/ SCPS raUy In Central Hall , London on Monday 2nd April Photo : Laurie Sparham (IFL) 

The 2nd April strike 
involved many more 
civil serva nts t han 
even the one-day Gvil 
and Public Services 
Association [CPSA] 
and Society of G vil 
and Public Servants 
[SCPS] strike of 23rd 
February. 

Sc (\ndalously, the 
leadership of some of 
the smaller unions in 
the civil service (IPCS, 
CSU , IRSF, POA, 
AGSRO) are now 
hesitant about con
tinuing · the struggle 
for a decent settle
ment. 

Unfor tunatel y al so , the 
CPSA have so far fla tly 
refu sed to involve the par
ticularly militant members in 
DHSS and Employment sec
tions in long-term action . The 
consequence is that members 
and branches , particularly in 
powe rful computer installa
ti ons, are taking ac ti on 
unofficia lly. 

At the CPSA NEC meeting 
of 1st April, the latest 
government offer on payment 
of PRU findings was rejected 
unanimously. The offer would 
have provided for payment of 
9% (or a minimum of £3.SO) 
from April 1st 1979 with SO % 
of the balance owed from 
PRU payable in August and 
the other SO% on March 31st 
1980. 

Since the PRU exercise is 
merely a 'comparability' 
study by which civil service 
pay is retrospectively brought 
into line · with other workers' 
wages , anything less than full 
implementation means a cut 
in living standards. PRU 
figures demonstrate that civil 
service workers are between 
25 % and 30 o/o behind other 
workers . 

The offer was quite rightly 
seen as totally inadequate , 
and the members demon
strate·d their feelings about it 
the following day. 

The massive majority of 
civil service workers are in the 
lower grades, with take-home 
pay of less than £4S a week , 
and they are determined not 
to be fobbed off with promises 
of further money in the 
future . They need it now! 

On the CPSA National 

By a massive majority the 
NEC rejected such a course. 
It would ine\·itab ly ha \·e sewu 
doubts and confusion and 
could have given the govern
ment the impression that the 
union 's resolve was weake n
ing. 

The Society of Civil Serv
ants agreed \\·ith the CPSA. 
One of the most encouraging 
aspects of the whole pay 
campaign so far is the degree 
of uni ty which has been 
forged between the CPSA and 
the SCPS . 

Only four years ago. the 
CPS A overwhelmingly rejec
ted moves for a merge r. Now , 
time after time, the two unions 
are acting together at national 
and local levels. Experience 
has demonstrated that both 
unions are much more effec
tive working together and the 
idea of a merger will undoub
tedly get a much more 
enthusiastic respo nse . 

Unfortun ately the other 
civil service unions are being 
left behind in these develop
ment s . Thei r lea der ship s 
seem determined to break 
ranks, settle and avo id con
fli ct. The ·sec ret' meeting 
alleged!;· held to push CPS . .\ 
and SCPS into settling at 9% 
was the la test in a se ries of 
conflicts . 

Over the pas t few years . the 
CPSA and SCPS leaderships 
have been obliged to respond 
to pressure from the r<tnks. 
That will be the case with the 
smaller civil service unions in 
the future . 

In the meantime CPS A and 
SCPS are taking steps , quite 
correctly. to withdraw from 
Committee A of the civil 
service negotiating machin
ery 's Nation al Staff Side . At 
the moment they run the risk 
of being out-manoeuvered on 
tha t body by a combination of 
General Secretaries who rep
resent only a fraction of trade 
unionists in the Civil Service. 

Unity of all the unions in 
action to improve members ' 
liv ing standard s is vit a l ; 
participation in a body ruled 
by a · minority of union 
leaders who want to water 
down action is another ques
tion. 

Pat Byrne 

(DHSS Section Executive 
Committee member , 

personal capacity) 

NE-DAY ST I 
U ITYAND . .· 

STRENGTH 
EDINBURGH 

Pickets \\e re to be seen on 
almost everv· street in Ed in
burgh city centre. as thou
sands walked out on strike , 
closing all gove rnment de 
artments . 

A mass rally of over 2.000 
ga\·e a resoun ding ' No' to the 
latest offer and any attempt at 
staging the ·award-not jam 
nex t August-we need the 
money now ! Secret talks 
between the go\·e rnment and 
the general secretaries of the 
smaller unions we re conde m
ned as di \·isive. 

The meeting. imohing all 
the unions . ca lled for full 
implemen ta tion of the a\\·(trd 
now . with escalat ion of the 
industrial action. if necessary . 
Alreaq~· CPSA members at 

Lh·ingston DHSS computer 
centre ha\·e \·oted for an 
unofficial strike from 2nd 
April. 
Tarn Burke (Civil Service 
Union , National Library of 
Scotland) 

LONDON 
In London , at a Central 

Hall , Westminster meeting , 
London CSU members voted 
to accept a 16% pay offer 
without implementing PRU. 
But at the joint CPSA / SCPS 
rally at the same venue in the 
afternoon , telegrams from 
other CS U branches nation
a-lly, called for a continuation 
of the strike . 

15,000 members attended 
the CPSA/ SCPS rally. The 
vast majority of civil servants 
were out on strike. Members 

.. at the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords were on 
strike for the first time ever. 

The government surely can
not go into a general election 
campaign saying that they, 
and not the Tories , can 
control the trade unions , 
when their own employees are 
still out on strike . 

Phil lames (CPSA DTI) 

MANCHESTE 
In the Manchester area . 
1S,OOO CPSA and SCPS 
members. membe rs of the 
CS U , IPSC and IRS F joined 
the all-out strike resulting in 
total closure of almost e\·erv 
government office in the area". 

At Manchester airport tele
printer operato rs, air tra ffi c 
control assistants and cus
tom s sta ye d out. DHSS 
offices, courts, tax offices , job 
ce ntres a nd dri vin g test 
centres were shut. 

From today Manchester's 
courts will be closed by an 
indefinite strike . 

Offices 'were picketed all 
day and a rally held in the city 
centre which was packed to 
bursting point. 

Members demanded im
mediate escalat ion to involve 
DHSS , DE . Customs and 
CAA members . IPCS and 
IRS F member pledged sup
port to the CPSA and -SCPS. 

The mood is strengthening 
as the days go by. 
Alistair Nicolson ( CPS A 
CAA group, Manchester 
Airports) 

W althamstow 
St a n DonneiiJ, T reasurer 
CPSA Depa rtment of Emp· 
loyment Dagenham branch, 
on a 50-strong CPSA / IRSF 
picket line outside Church 
Hill dole office, Waltham
stow, London: 

" The striking thing about 
this dispute is the wav people 
have responded . We had O\ 'Cf 

NEWCASTLE 
Only a tiny handful of 
blacklegs did not obey the 
strike call in Newcastle. The 
DHSS Newcastle Central Of
fice complex , where I was 
picketing. normally employs 
about 12.000 people. On 
Monday the place was dere
lict. 

There was marvellous eo-

I 
I BIRMINGHAM 
Last Sunday was certainlv 
April fool' ~ day for the 
gmernment. By making a last 
minute offer, they hoped to 
disrupt or even totally under
mine the one-day national 
strike . It had the opposite 
effect. 

At a meeting in Birming
ham. hundreds of CPS A. 
SCPS and IRS F membe rs 
gathered to discuss the action . 
Th ough poo rl y-pub lic ised. 
the meeting hall was O\·erflow
ing . 

IRSF members dem anded 
that their union join in the 
campaign of selective ac tion . 
There was strong support fo r 
the demand that the DHSS 
and DE members be involved 
in selec tive ac tion and that 
offi cial one-day regional an d 
depa r tmenta l str ik es be 
citlled. 

SHEFFIELD 
After marching through the 
city, a packed meeting was 
held of over 700 ci vi! servants 
in Sheffield on Monday which · 
unanimously rejected the la t
est pay 'offer ' . They had been 
conned by the government on 
comparabi lity. speakers an
grily declared ; the la test offer 
did nothing to radically alter 
th is. 

John Harbour, Area Sec
re tary of the CPS A explained: 
" Last time we got 75% 
support. This time it is nearly 
100% . The tactic of trying to 
split the unions has reboun
ded on them. " 

50 volunteers for pic ket duty, 
from people who have never 
been on strike before. 

" Our members feel insul
ted and let down by the 
management offe r. They have 
been betrayed by the govern
ment. who \ ·e gone back on 
promises to meet the Pay 
Research Unit findin gs . 

" Las t year we accepted the 
a rgument that wages should 
be held down for the good of . 

operation from the CSU and 
SCPS. and even the three top 
managers. (members of the 
very exclusive First Division 
Association) did not report 
for work. 

Later we attended a inass 
rally in Newcastfe City Hall. 
Members present from all 

artments unanimous! 

The membership are pre
pared to fi ght; they are also 
awa re of th e ne e d for 
solida rity . A motion was 
carr ied al!T]ost unanimously 
dem a ndin g t h a t no' pay 
settlement is agreed until 
suspended members in Scot
land are · reinstated with full 
back pay and restoration of 
seniority. 

Now the civil se rvice unions 
must be united in the pay 
b.:~t tle . All- members meetings 
must be called to demand the 
invoh·ement of DHSS and DE 
in the pay campaign and fo r 
th e organisation of a stri ke 
levy. 

Derrick McClelland 
(CPSA DHSS Sec , 
Birmingham, in a 
personal capacity) 

He hopes to develop a 
co-ordinating committee be
tween the unions after the 
dispute. Speakers emphasised 
that the splitting tactics at 
na tional level have to be 
countered by the maximum 
uni ty at grass roots. 

Kevin Roddy, CPSA NEC 
member. got an enthusiastic 
reception at the meeting when 
he spoke of the enormous 
potential power of civil ser
vants , in the biggest indus
trial dispute in numbers for 
seven years. 

Rob Jones (Sheffield) 

the country, but now we ' re 
determined to struggle. " 

As I spoke to Stan , an 
une~ployed w_orker who cou 
ldn 't :, ign on due to the strike 
gave SOp for the strike fund . 
saying "Keep it up mate. I 
hope you bloody win." 

Mike Cleverley 
(W althamstow LP) 

passed a motion calling for 
full involvement of DHSS 
members and indicated full 
support for the members at 
DHSS Wa shington Ch ild 
Benefit computer com plex 
who are taking unofficial 
action . 

Barry Fuge 
(CPSA Branch sec, DHSS)' 

-' 
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·NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 
THREATENS THOUSANDS 
"I don't know anything about 
nuclear power but no power in 
the world is worth my baby's 
life." This was the tragic 
comment of a pregnant woman 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
the scene of the world's worst 
nuclear accident. 
On March 28th, the 
nuclear reactor at 
'Three Mile Island' 
plant went irrever
sibly out of control. 

Ronnie 
Sookhdeo 

Only a miracle pre- The authorities, already 
vented the annihil- under tremendous pressure 
ation of 160 ()()() in- following adverse publicity on 
habitants within ten the dispQsal of nu.clear waste, 

• and reports showmg that the 
miles of the reactor. lowest radiation can cause 

The cause of the accident cancer, have issued reassur
was the failure of one of the ances that the radiation 
much-heralded failsafe valves emitted is no more than you 
on the huge cooling tower. would get at the dentists. 
Within minutes, thousands of But what is the truth? A 
gallons of water which nor- mountain of evidence has 
mally conducted heat away been recently published link· 
from the rea.~:tor core became ing extremely low dosages of 
cracked and overheated. radiation with increases in 

The resulting reaction pro- cancer deaths. Horrifying 
duced hydrogen gas which statistics have come from 
exploded and spewed a deadly America. 

:"mixture of >adioactive steam, Studies of death certificates 
gases and iodine into the of workers at the Hansford 
atmosphere. Nuclear plant in Washington 

So serious w~ the accident have revealed a disturbingly 
that the US Nuclear Regula- high incidence of cancer of 
tory Commission warned of the pancreas and leukaemia, 
the .possibility of a melt-down. even though workers were 
This was the worst possible exposed to levels of radiation 
accident a reactor can suffer. well within agreed safety 

Scientists have calculated limits af 5 rems per year. 
that in such an accident over But the most alarming 
3,300 people would die im- results have come from a 
mediately; 45,000 suffer chance ~covery. The overall 
appalling injuries and a cancer death rate among 
further 45,000 die of cancer civilian nuclear workers at the 
within ten years, assuming Navy's Portsmouth Shipyard 
that they live in a sparsely in Kittery, Maine was more 
populated area. than twice the national aver-

YS CONFERENCE 
CANCELLED 

Phil Frampton 
(National Chairman 

LPYS) 

The Labour Party Campaign 
Committee has cancelled the LPYS 
National Conference due to take 
place in Blackpool at Easter .. 

This was done despite a 
storm of telegrams and 
letters calling for the con
ference to go ahead, and 
pointing out what a benefit 
the conference could have 
been in the election build
up. 

Branches should cancel 
accommodation and travel 
arrangements immediately. 
Branches should phone, ex
plaining the situation, and 
ask for the return of their 
deposits. 

Lost deposits, claims from 
landladies for compensation 
etc are being handled cent
rally through Blackpool Cor
poration and Andy Bevan. 
The National Committee Of
ficers are trying to safeguard 
Branches' financial interests, 
but this will not be certain for 
several weeks. 

To make the task easier, all 

claims for lost deposits etc 
should be sent to Andy 
Bevan, in writing, with copies 
of bills. Branches should keep 
a copy of all letters sent to 
landladies and hoteliers. 

The LPYS officers are 
discussing organising a dele
gate conference after the 
election, but a full conference 
of 2,000 will be impossible 
because it will be peak 
holiday period at resorts. 

the loss of the conference 
is a setback for the l;PYS but 
branches are already laying 
plans to use Easter weekend 
for local and regional youth 
rallies, days of action etc. 

Hard, audacious work 
around clear socialist ideas in 
the election campaign can 
treble in gains what we· have 
lost with the cancellation of 
the conference. 

age, and well above that of 
the yard's non-nuclear wor
kers. 

These figures were calcu
lated by a doctor who had 
filed a law suit under the 
Freedom of Information Act 
to get access to records. 

The navy had good reason 
for maintaining an iron hold 
over these records. The 
results were startling. They 
showed that the rate of 
leukaemia was an incredible 
450% higher than the general 
population's. The incidence 
of lymph gland cancer was 
125% higher. And the wor
kers were only exposed to an 
astonishingly low one rem of 
radiation per year. 

These studies have conclu
sively demonstrated that there 
is no safe level of radiation 
exposure. Moreover the 
iodine which was also emitted 
causes even more-- serious 
abnormalities. 

For iodine is absorbed into 
the thyroid gland, which 
controls the body's metabol
ism. In recent accidents, 
farmers had to destroy their 

milk for many months. The 
authorities already conscious 
of this have issued similar 
instructions to farmers. 

In the light of the Harris
burg il¥!ident, the whole 
nuclear programme has been 
questioned. 

Can nuclear power be made 
safe? Are there alternative 
forms of energy capable of 
replacing nuclear fisson? One 
thing is: the capitalists, who 
are only interested in profits 
not safety or life, cannot be 
allowed to make these decis
ions. 

I believe that safe, viable 
alternatives to nuclear fission 
can be established. But the 
labour movement must con
duct its own thoroughgoing 
enquiry to answer these 
questions. 

In the meantime it is vital 
that the labour movement 
mobilises to ensure that as far 
as possible health and safety 
become a , key issue in all 
nuclear establishments. 

to close then also. "Big business is destroy-
With 500 jobs disappear- ing this country ," was a 

ing every week in the typical comment from a 
Northern region, the shop meeting organised by the 
stewards are keeping up the Vickers stewards. The men 

fight to the last minute . there can see that Lord 
Spennymoor was built and Robens and the Vickers 
equipped only in the last ten Board are just not interested . 
years . The · machinery is in jobs or manufacturing 
modern so the workers ' best wealth, only in making 
weapon is their preventing money. If that means scrap
the Temoval of any plant ping a generation of tradi
from the factory. The stew- tion and experience. so be 
ards have also seen the it. 
union officials and MPs in Vickers have been moving 
an attempt to force the away from engineering 
government or the NEB to gradually. Today . one-third 
take over the place . of their investment is in 

There may be some property . So their workforce 
reluctance from the workers on the Tyne has been 
about voting Labour but it 's slashed bv 85 % in thirty 
clear that the election of the years. If Robens gets away 
Tories would give almost no with murdering 750 jobs 
chance of saving the jobs . here then he will move on to 
But the election at least do the same to the other 
giv.es the workers the chance factories. That's why the 
to commit the local MPs to workers from all the Vickers 
saving the factory. plants are rallying round to 
But none of the workers in keep Scotswood open. 

these factories could vote Three factories at the end 
Torv, when it is the bosses ' of the line . Let Labour go 
system which the Tories out to these workers with 
represent . that wants to · a programme to stop the 
throw them on the scrap- . closures and end unemploy
heap , as if they were just ment. 
worn out bits of machinery. 

SOCIALIST CAMPAIGN 
Continued from 

front page 

terrible burden on the econ
om)". Wh~· ? For needing -to 
feed and clothe themselves! 
Pensions should not be linked 
to wages an}' more, as this 
"inflationan". This 'honour
able' member also calls for 
supplementary benefits to be 
cut, to substantiall)" widen the 
gap between the "rewards for 
work and the compensations 
for idleness"! 

Not that the mad axeman is 
against the enforced "idle
ness" of unemployment. Far 
from it. He wants to see the 
"enormous mask of cosmetic 
applied to the unemploJment 
statistics" torn off. No more 
palliatives like the job crea
tion schemes. 'Militant ' has 
always explained the limi
tations of these schemes, but 
the Tory plans are for the 
wholesale destruction of jobs. 

No more housing subsidies, 
council houses sold, "rents 
pushed up at least as much as 
wages" [one form of index
linking he does approve of]. 
All in aid of a bonanza in 
private housing. 

Teaching staffs to be cut 
back because of falling rolls. 
No question of smaller class 
sizes in state schools. Public 
schools are different of cour
se. He did go to Winchester 
School after all. 

And as Bruce-Gardyne 
says, he is only just beginning 
op the cuts he would like to 
see. 

These are not just the 
rantings of a backwoods Tory 
MP. He has in the past been 
leader of the Scottish group of 
Tory MPs, and he is currently 
a favourite of Thatcher who 
considers him to be Cabinet 
potential. 

Bruce-Gardyne has exposed 
the true face, the ugly face of 
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capitalism in time of cns1s. 
The Tories as the part)" of big 
business would be prepared to 
throw out all the ad,·ances in 
living standards, job security 
and social services won by the 
labour movement over the 
~·ears; to protect profits. But 
they would have a tremendous 
fight on their hands, if they 
wop the election and tried to 
introduce these measures. 
The~· should neHr be given 
the opportunit)" to try. 

But one thing is certain; a 
low key campaign with the 
tone set by the right-wing of 
the Cabnet would play right 
into the hands of the Tories. 
Only by enthusing and ar
ousing the acthe workers in 
the shop stewards commit
tees, the union branches and 
Labour parties will they in 
turn mobilise the ·lllass of the 
working class to turn out in 
the election. 

This will not be achieved by 
Labour Ministers appearing 
on TV, as happened last 
week, boasting that "we can 
also be tough -with the 
unions." Nor will they be 
encouraged by .Delinis How
ell's ·denunciations of workers 
forced to strike for a living 
wage as suffering from "free 
collecthe madness". 

The rank and file must 
demand a fighting socialist 
campaign. 

If the Labour Party warned 
clear!~· of the dangers of 
T on·ism and mobilised the 
stre~gth of the entire labour 
mo,·ement the Tories would 
never achie,·e office. Coupled 
with a full -blooded socialist 
platform including the nati
onalisation of the banks, 
financial institutio.ns and . 
major companies, allowing 
Labour to raise the standard 
of life for all but the idle rich 
themsehes, this would be a 
sure way to a\·oid a Tory 
nightmare. 
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