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Unemployment ov
er the 1 Y2million 
mark again! last 
month another 140, 
000 found themsel
ves out of ·a job, 
swelling the dole 
queues to a scand
lous 1,585,000. 

BOSSES TO BLAME 
The worst tragedy is the 

plight of the 243,000 young 
school leavers , willing and 
eager to start their first job , 
cynically left to endure the 
living death of unemploy
ment , by the cold cash 
~alcu!ations of big business. 

Fa~ories have been closed, 
workers !aid off and a fifth of 
Bitish industrial capacity left 
to rust . Whole areas have 
been hit by hurricanes of 
redundancies and tidal waves 
of closures. 

But this is not a natural 
disaster-it is those who own 
and control the factories who 
are responsible for this crim
inal waste and human misery. 

The recent Labour Party 
youth broadcast on TV firmly 
pointed the accusing finger at 
the guilty men when it 
declared: "The real blame Uey 

the industrialists who, in 
rlrive for profi~, have 

closed firms and 
m•tnuJn• on the dole. 

Pa~'s aim Is the 
ownership of the 

of production so that 
-cu1rnrm of these firms can be 

·out of the hands of a 
profiteers and tycoons." 
he broadcast clearly 

-tm1rt•Pn a raw nerve in the 
The bosses' un-

ion, the CBI, wrote to the 
Labour Party complaining 
about the broadcast's "un
founded accusation" , wailing 
that it's not their fault and 
putting all the blame on the 

! 

The avowed aim of the 
reactionary United National 
Party Government installed 
last year is to turn Sri Lanka, 
with its long traditions of 
trade-unionism and demo
cratic freedoms, into a haven 
for capitalist profiteering 
along the lines of Singapore, 
Hong Kong, or South Korea. 
Already they have inflicted 
savage cuts in welfare services 
and used police and thugs to 
attack strike pickets and 
student demonstrators. A new 
constitution has come into 
force, establishing a de facto 
Presidential dictatorship. 

Now two new laws have 
been passed. One gives the 
President the arbitrary right 
to proscribe any organisation, 
without a hearing; even to 
protest at this bannin2 would 

CBI SQUEALS AT YOUTH BROADCAST 
The CBI simply repeat the 

old myth that "Excessive pay 
claims which lead to inflat
ionary settlements can only 
make our goods more expen
sive and less competilive and 
worsen en.ploymerrt pros
pects". But when was the last 
time you won an "excessive" 
pay claim? Wages have been 
held down for three years
on the promise ·that. this 
would solve unemployment . 

The CBI double-talk is 
really incredible when you 
look at the facts. British 
wages are the lowest in 
Western Europe! 

Britain has a highly skilled 

industrial workforce being 
paid cheap wages, an unriv
alled manufacturing exper
ience, spare capital and 
unused industrial assets. So 
what stands in the way of the 
gates of empty factories being 
opened to those who demand 
work? Only the profit motive! 

By 
Brent Kennedy 

The CBI give the game 
away when they lecture, "The 
only realistic basis on which 
job-creating new investment 

can be justified is the prospect 
that it will earn an adequate 
profit" . So there we .have it
unemployment is high be
cause the bosses refuse to 
invest. 

The senile decay of British 
capitalism is shown by the 
fact that whereas the average 
worker in Germany has 
£23,000 worth of machinery 
at his elbow and in Japan 
£30,000 , a worker in Britain 
has to make do with old, 
second-rate machinery worth 
only £7,500. 

Even with· the lowest wage 
costs; even though they pay 
virtually no tax due to 

urgent appeal 
constitute an offence. This is 
aimed at organisations "dir
ectly or indirectly .. . engaged 
in unlawful activity", a vague 
charge defined as action 
" prejudicial to internal sec
urity". It is common know
ledge that this would include 
ml\Jor strikes. 

The other new law enables 

the police to keep anybody in 
custody indefinitely, with ball 
granted only "in exceptional 
circumstances". The families 
of those arrested could starve 
for months on end. 

The LSSP, the traditional 
mass workers' party now 
renewed with a Marxist 
leadership, has led the resist-

By Vickremabahu 
Karunarathne 

(Secretary, LSSP.) 
ance to these attacks, and is 
bearing the full brunt of 
repression. Already a number 
of our members have been 
arrested for no legitimate 

big-time fiddles, tax conces
sions, and the £8,000 million 
tax debts written off by the 
government; even though they 
are given a present of over £20 
million a day in subsidies
these parasites • still hoard 
their gold and refuse work for 
the jobless. 

Whilst blaming the workers 
for unemployment, in their 
desperation to keep their 
stranglehold on industry the 
bosses are now trying to block 
the trade unions ' attempt to 
create jobs with a 35 hour · 

continued on 
·page 2 

reason. They are held for 
days or weeks and then 
released without charge. On 
3rd July, four of our Party 
full-time officials were ar
rested for putting· up posters 
against these reactionary 
measures. It was two weeks 
before they were released on 
bail. They are still facing 
trial. It is clearly an attempt 
to harrass and paralyse our 
Party's ability to function 
effectively. 

These measures are being 
taken in preparation for a 
head-on confrontation with 
the Sri Lanka trade unions, 
who are threatened with 
virtual destruction by drac
onic labour laws that are in 
preparation. Only united ef
forts by the entire trade union 
movement can thwart this. At 
the same time, vicious corn-

·, 

· Gt·VE US 
YOUR · · 

REBATE 
Excellent news has reached 
Militant in the last few days! 

Firstly, readers are now · 
rushing in donations in 
response to last week's special 
appeal for extra cash to 
protect our premises. Over 
£200 is on its way from 
Birmingham. £49 as a "flnt 
instalment" has arrived from 
Brighton. · 

The next time the NF thugs 
attack, it may not be just with 
bricks anJ slogans. No mem· 
ber of the labour movement 
can allow these fascists the 
satisfaction of putting a 
socialist paper out of prod
uction. Send YOUR contrib
ution to safeguard the Millt· 
ant and make it as big as you 
possibly can. · 

Perhaps the best news of all 
is that everyone who is at 
work has had a tax rebate! I. 
Warwick of Reading sent bll 
£25 straight to the Militant 
with the comment that the 
Chancellor would surely be 
pleased to know that the 
rebates were going to a good 
cause! 

SEND US YOUR TAX 
REBATE, or a very large part 
of it. ASK EVERYONE YOU 
KNOW TO GIVE SOME-
THING FROM THEIRS. 
ACT NOW before it's too late 
and they've all been speltt! 
Ensure the uninterrupte4 
growth of our fighting Mao
ist weekly!!! 

INSIDE 
POEU fight for 
35 hour week. • • 15 
P.O. profits ••••• 7 
Fight racialism ..• 3 

How women won 
the vote 

centre pages 

munal conflicts have been 
stirred up to persecute the 

-Tamil minority and divide the 
masses. 

We appeal for moral and 
material help for the defence 
of democratic rights in Sri 
Lanka. The mobilising of 
public opinion in Britain, 
particularly within the Lab
our Party and the trade 
unions, would be of tremend
ous help to us. Please do 
whatever you can to publicise 
our struggle. We also appeal 
to you to send us funds to 
carry on tbe struggle against 
the reactionary measures of 
the Government. 

Messages, resolutions and 
cash should be sent to the 
Secretary, LSSP [UK 
branch], 19 Hawthorne Av
enue, Palmers Green, London 
N.l3. 
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RUSSIAN TRIALS 

36.YEARS JAIL FOR 
DISSENT 

Enough crocodile tears to fill an 
ocean have been shed by politicians 
and journalists of all the capitalist 
countiies over the fate of the three 
Russian dissidents who have been 
given jail sentences totalling 36 
years. 

Political leaders and editorial 
writers who have for years suppor
ted, or at least turned a blind eye to 
brutal dictatorships in South 
Africa, Brazil, Iran, Zaire and 
Chile, where "human rights" are 
strangled in the grip of military
police repression, have been bewai
ling and moralising over the 
scandal of Shcharansky, Ginzburg 
and Pyatakus. 

It is easy to understand, therefore, 
their fury at one of their own kind, US 
Ambassador Andrew Young, who has 
exposed their cant and hypocrisy, by 
proclaiming that in the "land of 
freedom" itself "there are in our 
P.risons hundreds of pl!ople, perhaps 
even thousands, that I would call 
political prisoners". 

He quoted his own case; "Ten years 
ago I was myself tried in Atlanta for 
having organised a protest movement." 

Yet today, Young is a leading 
representative of the class that put him 
behind bars. The ruling class of the 
USA is cynically exploiting his reputa
tion as a Civil Rights activist and 
supporter of Black liberation struggles 
in Africa, to present an image of 
American imperialism which masks its 
real role, both in the US and in the 
world, in order to win support from 
black African political leaders and head 
off the mass movement of workers and 
peasants which is sweeping across the 
colonial world. 

American big business don ' t need to 
use the kind of totalitarian methods of 
the Russian bureaucracy. Their power 
is maintained through economic domi
nation and the lies of the mass media 
which maintain the illusion that 
America is a "democracy", in which 
anyone can say what he likes about the 
government, provided of course that 
they don't start to do anything to change 
the basis of society; 

The fact that Young can successfully 
pose as a friend of the oppressed, when 
representing ·the most rapacious ruling 
class in the world, is in no small part 
due to the kind of society presented as 
an alternative by the Soviet Union. 

There, capitalist exploitation was 
ended in 1917. The economy is based 
on state ownership and planned 
production. Yet, politically there exists 
a most ruthless and totalitarian regime. 
The bureaucratic elite· which rose to 
power under the leadership of Stalin, 
was forced to crush all actual or even 
potential opposition. This was especi
ally true of all the former leaders of the 
Bolshevik Party who led the revolution 
and thus were linked with the traditions 
of workers' democracy which briefly 
flourished, even in the worst conditions 
of civil war and mass famine. 

Opponents were exiled, imprisoned 
or shot, usually after travesties of trials. 
Millions of workers and peasants 
perished in slave labour camps. Russia 
presented a monstrous caricature of 
what socialism is. 

There was no outcry then, from the 
capitalist leaders and press when the 
"Left Opposition" was being persecu
ted for defending the ideas of workers' 
democracv. Indeed the Western leaders 
stood by ;nd let Stalin proceed . 

After Sta lin's rieath in 1953, some of 
the most blatant forms of repression 
ceased. But the domination of society 
bv a small elite of prh·ileged and 
p~werful bureaucrats was not changed 

at all, and these latest trials are yet 
another proof of this. What is remotely 
"socialist" or "communist" about 
condemning men to a living death in 
vile prisons or labour camps, starved 
and frozen, for the crime of expressing 
dissent? 

It is not the dissidents themselves 
that the trials are primarily staged for. 
Though many are courageous individ- · 
uals, they pose little of a threat. They 
are certainly not a cohesive movement, 
in some cases standing on quite 
opposite political platforms. Some like 
Shcharansky are Jews, demanding the 
right to emigrate; others are Christians, 
fighting against curbs on their right to 
worship as they wish, others are from 
national minorities, such as Lithua
nians, Armenians, Ukranians, who 
have suffered national oppression from 
the bureaucracy; others are intellec
tuals lil:e Sakharov, protesting against 
restrictions on academic freedom; and 
a few, like Solzhenitsyn, are plain 
reactionaries, wanting to turn the clock 
back to the grim days of the old Tzarist 
theocratic regime. 

Concentration camp on tbe Tvertsin River near 
Torzhok, 130 miles NW of Moscow in a conver
ted monastery 

Generally though, the dissidents 
defend the gains of the revolution. 
Whereas those like Solzhenitsyn and 
Sakharov, who want to move back
wards, are treated gently by the regime 
and get fulsome praise in the West, 
those who defend socialism and attack 
the bureaucratic elite are treated more 
harshly and disowned by the West. 

That is why the bureaucracy are 
terr.ified that unless they clamp down 
with the iron fist on every one of them, 
then the enemy they fear most, the 
working class, will rise in revolt. 

They will have no friends in the 
capitalist press to back them up. 
Movements of workers receive virtually 
no publicity. Yet a movement is 
building up, of workers who are no 
longer prepared to carry on their backs 
the burden of a monstrous parasitical 
bureaucracy, which greedily devours a 
huge slice of the wealth they create and 
stifles and distorts the workings of the 
planned economy through bungling and 
corruption. 

The capitalists of the West and the 
bureaucrats of the East are equally 
terrified at the spectre of a mass 
movement of the Russian workers. 
Already, the developments in Hungary 
in 1956, Czechoslovakia in 1968 and 
Poland in 1972 and today , have 
foreshadowed the mighty movements 
which impend in Russia itself, when the 
workers move into action. For them, no 
tears will be shed in Fleet Street or Wall 
Street. 

The re-establishment of workers' 
democracy in the Soviet Union, will 
spell death not only to the elite of 
Russia, but to the imperialists of 
'America, whose mask of democracy will 
be torn from their face fore,·er, when 
the workers of the world can see the real 
democracy of the Russian workers in 
1917 established once again. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND By Peter Hunt 

WHY WAS JOHN 
BOYLE SHOT? 

The facts surrounding the 
killing of 16 year old John 
Boy le at Dunloy, Co. 
Antrim, by British troops 
have proved impossible for 
the Army to suppress or 
distort. The Boyles are 
farmers who discovered, in 
a graveyard near their land 
a hidden cache of weap
ons. They reported the 
find to the police. That 
was during the evening 
of Monday lOth July. , 

The next morning John 
Boyle, on his way to make 
hay with his brother, 
stopped at the Graveyard 
to see if the arms had been 
taken. It was a fatal cur
iousity. 

Soldiers waiting in 
ambush for sor.teone to 
come to collect the guns 
decided that this was their 

'~errorist' and opened fire 
without warning. 

John Boyle was hit five 
times, from, according to 
th e army, a range of ten 
yard s. Hi s brother , who was 
nearby, came to investigate , 
and was forced by the soldiers 
to lie face down on the grass 
for two and a half hours . 
Later hi s father , who was at 
hom e, recei ved a phone call 
from the police to warn him 
not to 2.0 near the graveyard. 

He ;;:,ent ro wa rn hi s two 
sons but ·ar ri ved at the scene 
of the killing on:y to find 
him self a rrested and forced to 
li e face down for a n hour umil 
the RUC arri ved. Only then 
did he di scover that hi s son ·s 
body had a ll the time beer. 
only a few feet away from 
where he had been forced 10 

li e. 
The first official statemem 

sa id tha t a patrol had spotted 
three men acting susp iciously. 
The men, who were armed, 
were cha ll enged . . One pointed 
a rifle at the patrol whi ch 
opened fire killing him. 

As the fact s, including a 
statement from the police that 
the Boyle fa mil y were in
nocent of any 'ter r o ri st ' 
activity, emerged, this ac
count was rendered obsolete, 
a nd a new story emerged. 
Statement no. 2 declared tha t 
on ly one man had been 

1.5 million 
JOBLESS 
from page 1 

week. If the bosses, through 
their outmoded capitalist sys
tem. cannot even provide 
evervo ne in society with the 
basi~ minimum of a jOb and a 
decent standard of living then 
le t them stand aside and 
make way for those who can! 

Feari ng precisely thi s, the 
CB I pinpoints the Labour 
youth broadcast's commiit
ment to "common ow nership 
of the means of production" 
fo r attack. In tones of 
barefaced black mail , their 

involved but that he had been 
armed. In line with military 
regulations he had been 
challenged. He responded by 
pointing tli <: gun and was 
shot. Then two other men 
arrived and were arrested and 
handed ' " .:: r to police. 

It prov~J no more convinc
ing than statement no I . So it 
was modified. The claim that 
a cha llenge was given was 
d ropped. According to the 
l1e\\e>t rewrite s: " It was 
i ;:; Dracticable for the soldiers 
!'' :'sue a warning before 
;",, ;;·,g as the man was ten 
,,, ,.ds from them pointing a 
1: !le- in their direction". 

rhe fact that it was the 
Boyle famil y whjch reported 
the arms find in the first place 
has torn holes in a ll the army 
vers ions of the incident. The 
truth has proved impossib le 
10 conceal. 

Provisional IRA, the screws of 
repress ion have been tighten
ed. There can be little doubt 
that it is ·official policy to 
shoot anyone who can be 
implicated in any way with 
paramilitary activity. 

That the army can get away 
with such a "shoot on sight" 
policy without provoking a 
massive reaction is an indicat
ion of the extent to which the 
activities of the Provisionals 
have alienated the people 
even of the Catholic areas. As 
is at ways the case, the 
foolhardy methods of individ
ual terror have given the 
excuse and made fertile the 
soil for brutal repression . 

However the labour move
ment both in Britain and in 
Ireland )f_ill stand aside and 
allow army brutality to con
linue a1 its own peril. Th e 
methods being used to crack 

· organ isations such as the 
Provisionals today are just 
the methods which the bosses 
would gladly use to hold in 
check 1he labour movemem 
tomorrow. 

The truth about repress ion 
in Northern Ire land mu st be 
made knm,·n . Poli ce enquir-

Secretary of State, Roy ies, a rm y investigat ions, even 
Mason , has expressed his so-cal led impart ial Public 
" personal sorrow" that "a Er,quiries set up by the 
young man lost hi s life in such Government cannot be relied 
traQ.ic circumsta nces". A pol- upon. The John Boyle death 
ice -enquiry into the incident is proved that the State machine 
promised. Faced with the u ses a ll th e p ropaganda 
moumin2. evidence again st resourses at its di sposal to 
them, it- is likely that the hide the truth. The demand 
powers that be ''~ 11 use a for a trade union inquiry int o 
limi ted form of enqui ry to repress ion mu st be rai sed 
admit that a " mi stake" was throu2.hout the lab our move
made in thi s case. i t wi ll be ment s- of Britain and Ireland .. 
put dO\\ll as a " ghas tl y The torture of pri soners in 
error", "one of those unfor- H Bloc k in Long Kesh, the 
tunate acc id ent s of war'' etc. tOrture of suspect s by the 
Thus it ''ill most certainlY be RUC in Castl ereagh Police 
prese nted as an "exceptional station and elsewhere, the 
incident". ' 'out of keeping murderous act ivit ies of th e 
''ith normal army beha,iour" army. the constant strea m of 

. and the usual a ppl ication of lies and mi sinformation fed 
the •·rule of la w" . from offi cia l sources-these 

Indeed, from the poin t of are among the subjects which 
'iew of the Briti sh authorities, a trade union inquiry wou ld 
a ''terrible mistake" has been have to in ,·esti2.ate. 
made-not in gunning down Th e inform;tion ga1hered 
an · innocent vic tim , but by such an inquiry could be 
because they have done so in made the fu el for a powerful 
ci rcumstances wh ich cannot campaign by th e labour 
be covered- up. Thi s is the movement for 1he withdrawal 
"t ra2.i c blunder" which is of the troops and the mobil
ca usTng the authors and isation by 1he N!1rade union 
architect s of milit ary policy to movement of a defence force 
tear out thei r hair. of elecred trade unionists 

John Boyle's death has lai d disciplined and accountable 
bare the repressive policies of to keep the peace, prevent 
the army, the hand of the prevent sectarian auacks. 
Bri tish rulin2. class. Since the Such a step would enormously 
troops beg;n to gain the further the interests of both 
upper hand in the ghettos, Catholic and Protestalll war
and beca use of the falling kers. 
away of suppor t from the 

letter t hrows down the gaunt
let to the labour movement. 

" I would find it diffic ult to 
convi nce my members that 
they should continue this 
work if they were to fee! that 
this broadcast foreshadowed 
a change in government 
policy '' . In other words the 
bosses would refuse to co-op 
erate and would wreck the 
Labour government's econ
om ic plans . 

Labour should take up the 
challenge' They should resist 
this open threat from the 
boardroom bully boys by 
ca rrying out its aim of 
nationalisation of the banks 
and industry. but with com 
pensation only on the basis of 
prove n need. and under 

democrat ic workers' control. 
By taking over the top 200 

monopolies and drawing up a 
socialist plan of production . a 
Labour Government could 
immediately cut the working 
week , guarantee jobs for all 
and raise living standards 
with a £70 minimum wage . 

There is no bettet chance to 
make a start than the 
campaign for the 35-hour 
week. The POEU has given 
the lead. The TUC JTiust 
mobilise every one of the 12 
million members in the fight 
for this cut in hours, with no 
loss of pay, to create more 
jobs and take a great stride 
forward in the struggle to 
provide a decent life for all 
working people. 



Labour must 
defend Bengalis 

and free discussion . Kevin 
Fernandes of the PNP Youth 
spoke, along with Editor of 
the "Asian" , and Tom Doyle 
of the Tower Hamlets Labour 
Party took the chair. 

Many local workers. black 
and white , complained bitter
ly of the neglect and squalor 
of the Brick Lane neighbour
hood and the failings of the 

The Bengali community in Brick Lane have responded local Labour Council. But· 
with determination to the fascist murders and beatings, when representatives of the 
and the police harrassment, to which they have been sects intervened to try to turn 
subjected over the last few months. These attacks have this anger at the record of 
brought them out on the streets in an explosion of Labour leaders locally and 
political activity for the first time. nationally into a hostility 

20,000 came out on a towards the Labour Party and 
protest march after the By the white working class as a 

I b Al. whole , they met a stony 
murder of A ta 1

• a Roger Silverman silence from the Bengali 
factory worker· Huge mass wo rkers, who enthusiastically 
meetings were held after of sectarians have a vested applauded the demands of 
the strangling in Brick interest in keeping the Asian speakers from the LPYS and 
Lane of Ashaq Ali , a local workers away from the Lab- MILITANT for a fighting 
shopkeeper. Since then, our movement by desperately socialist programme as the 

21 July 1978 MILITANT 3 

,&..,<.,.;m..,.. 

photo: Julian McKitrick 
Bengali brewery workers in persuading them that the · only answer to racism. They 
the area have been brutally white workers are incurably appreciated the limitations of 
attacked by car-loads of prejudiced against them . merely sentimental and non-
thugs, as they left work . That is their only hope of political campaigns like those 

It is clear that the squeam- creating ,a social base for of the Anti-Nazi League , and 
ish appeals of liberals and themselves . The same goes for the value of stepping up the 
do-gooders to the Bengalis to the professional spokesmen fight within the mass organ-
trust the police or ask for for the immigrant commun- isations themselves for action 

,FASCISTS OFF THE 
STREETS 

more patrols , are falling on Ltles , on the Government by the entire labour move- About 2,000 people occupied here. Despite the large 
deaf ears . For every fascist payroll , who have a ' stake in ment to defend the immigrant the end of Brick Lane in a numbers of police who were 
thug , five local Asian youths fencing off the immigrants communities and stamp out determined and successful drafted in to harass and 
have been arrested for at- from the rest of the working the virus of racism and attempt to prevent the control the demonstrators, 
tempting to defend them- class. fascism. National Front from seUing the NF, for the first Sunday 
selves! They are charged with Socialists will of course Dozens of Bengalis signed their fascist scribblings on ever, failed to appear. For the 
" possessing offensive weap- defend any step taken by the up to ask for more details this, their traditional site. For local Asians, tired and 
ons", "threatening behav- community to protect itself. about how to join the Labour several years the NF have sickened by continuing 
iour" , and other acts entirely But we say: that is not Party, and there was a brisk used this area on the pretext attacks on their families and 
justified by the desperate enough! Simply to stand aside sale of MILITANT, the PNP of seUing papers, but in property by fascist thugs, 
situation they face. They have patronisingly acknowledging Bulletin, and MILITANT reality in order to provoke have begun to organise 
been refused bail or subjected their " right " to self-defence pamphlets on Fascism and on and hurl abuse at the largely themselves and drive them 

End strike by black and white 
workers in protest against 
un-checked racialist attacks 
was a historical step on a local 
scale. The whole labour 
movement must now live up 
to its responsibility by 
initiating measures to ensure 
that the fascists will never 
again appear in Brick Lane or 
elsewhere. 

to humiliating curfew restrict - means nothing. If it was left Indial. community who live from the area. Monday's East 

~ns.~l~patrobha~ b~n ~ili a t , ~al ~fun~ofilie ~~~~-~~~---~~~i~~i~i~~~~~··••••••••~---~~:~~~~~~~~=~ intensified . only to subjecc the ghettoes could only lead to ., building a successful struggle 
local population to further incursions from local racists , against racialism. " We have 
intimidation . " no -go" areas , ult imately to answer the fears of working 

In this situat ion . who can even a " race war" which people" . "The popular fronts 
blame the community for wo uld spell catastrophe for against fascism in the thirties 
taking measures to ensure its the immigrants . In Northern were defeated" , said !an , "we 
own protection ? A "Tower Ireland , a minority amount- need a socialist front of 
Ham lets Defence Committee" ing to one-th ird of the workers organisations" . 
has been set up and has population has been given no Kevin Femandes (Hackney 
announced its intention to real protection at all. by 'l North CLP) said " Racialism 
organise such measures. sophi stic ate d pa ra military is no longer just a ques tion of 

However. there are grave army! How could the Bengalis discrimination in jobs and 
dange rs in leaving it to an of Brick Lane defend them- education . now its a question 
ad-hoc bodv hastilv scram - selves if racis m ever really got of lives, Asians are getting 
b led togethe~ for the. pu rpose , a mass basis? killed by fascist thugs in the 
under the patronage of fi g- We say: there is only one East End. The Labour Party 
ures fro m the race-relations force in society strong enough has a duty to defend the 
establi shment . Inevitably. all to defend the livelihoods or immigrant community where-
kinds of freaks and outland- ultimate!)' even the Lives of ever danger arises'' . 
ish fr inge groups have tried to workers, and that is the In summing up the confer-
exploit the Bengalis' natu ral mighty trade union move- ence Arthur Latham MP said 
anxieties and clamber aboard ment, 12 million strong. he felt a number of good ideas 
the bandwagon. These kinds The duty of socialists is not to had come out of the discus-

1 
mouth platitudes but to take sion. He called for organis-

1 
action to unite the working ations of the movement to 

A N L class and ensure the protect- take local initiatives on polit-
ion of every worker under Labour Party Young Socialists on the Enfield march against raclallsm on Saturday photo: J u li~n ical education against racial-

attack. - ON LABOUR McKitrick ism. And he said " We must 
The !...PYS and the Marxist L Q>N D ' be prepared to go to factory 

CAR N I V A L ~~~~~~cyf~~ t~:f;:~eou~rat~~ Co-NFERENCE ~~~~~e;,h~~e ~·t~~ke~~ew~~ 
L..._ t' Asian community not by self- workers in East London two 
....................... -- appointed saviours. but by weeks ago. Unfortunately he 

U the mass organisations of the "It was as good as a led by the labour movement working class people at the tried to ignore the clear call of 
Be tween 20 ,000 a nd working class. We are press- Militant Readers' Meet- He pointed out that cam- · moment . the conference for a demon-
30,000 marched through ing that policy in the only ing"-with one differ- paigns like that come and In opposition to racialist stration organised by the 
Manchester last Saturday place where it mat ters - ence-it was held in the vanish , but what counts in the myths put over by the media Labour movement. 
in the Anti-Nazi League within these mass organisat- House of Commons Grand long run is a political the Labour movement must No doubt, though, in 
carniva l. The vast majority ions! .Committee Room, and the p rogramme. Pj:tt:r Jarvis fight around socialist policies response to the ideas thrashfed

1 Were Young People who That is why the meeting (NGA) called for ·the cam- to solve these problems. Chris out at this extremely use u London Labour Party Ex- f d f Were not Organised in the held by To wer Hamlets pal·gn to be taken out onto the Hill (LPYS London Chair- con erence, more an more o 
T d ecutive mobilised the turn h k d fit f h I. . I t Labour Party on ues ay streets "'l'th a bt'g Labour man) and Alan McAskill t e ran an I e o t e po thca movemen prev- 1 k d · rt out'. " Th1's was the reaction ~ t ·u 1 th d 

iously. The Labour Party 11th uly mar e an tmpo - mo vement demonstration. (Islington Central) drew at- movemen wt earn e nee 
Young Socialists had the ant step in turning the Party of one young comrade This sentiment was echoed by tention to the tremendous to push the movement to take 

out towards the Bengalis ..:... after the London Labour most of the 18 speaker~ from work that the LPYS had done action on this vital question. largest number of banners p t c f R c Th · k b h ys (something shamefully neg- ar y on erence on a • the floor . in campaigning against rac- e action ta en y t e 
of any political organisat- ) d • I' 1 t Th d '11 b · · 1 f u d lected in the past , em on- Ja ISm as urs ay· There was a certain amount ialism and the NF. They wt e mcreasmg y o owe 
ion . strating the solidarity of the About 150 delegates were of non-political personal crit- called on the Labour Party to by more and more of the 

As with other ANL · h h f L b p · ed k' I labour movement w1t t em , present, rom a our ar· isism of Sid Bidwell MP, who support the initiative of its ogllntS wor mg c ass. carnivals , it ended with a b · · · th · • T d u · d 
and egmnmg to wm e1r hes, ra e mons an a was presPnt because of his youth wing . By Ed Bober rock concert , in Alexandra f'd M B 11·s b f th L b p · con 1 ence . any enga num er o o er a our support for immigration con- Peter Walker ( rospecttve 

Park . The spirit of the are staunch trade unionists movement organisations trois . He said that " the slogan Parliamentary Candidate London Labour Party 
youth in Manchester was and they clearly understand fighting racialism. of an op-en door" won't wash Brentford & lsleworth) said Walthamstow Anti-Racialist 
tremendous and was a the responsibilities of .the Bob Faulkes (Hackney and rejected the "idealism" of that he wanted to see a broad Carnival 
Clear proof that the fascists labour movement on this · b d · · t Sunday 23rd July , lpm-6pm . 

Central LP) said that the Anti the young people. But It was ase campatgn agams rac- Selboume Park. Wa!thamstow. 
have very little support question . Nazi League demonstration pointed out by the nine ialism . However Cathy Sand- "Black Slate" . Leyton Buzz-
amongst young people at 150 people came to the showed the mood that existed Militant supporters who got !er (St Marylebone CLP) and ard", "Clappe Claw" , "New 
the moment . meeting, at least half of them amongst young people to fight . in to speak from the floor that !an Gel man (Paddington) World Steel Band" . Puppets, 

Bengalis who participated racialism and fa<cism , but immigration is in no way the pointed out that socialist Fun art bus, Braodside theatre -l 
energetically in the very. full that this movement must be cause of the problems facing campaigning was the key to dancers, sideshows and food . 1 

By Gerry urner 



4 MILITANT 21 July 1978_ 

'' The LPYS's Ideas 
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are the 
Same as Mine,, 
-BUILDING WORKER 
AT LABOUR'S YOUTH 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
This years' Youth Summer School, organised by the 
Labour Party, although small in numbers, represented 
an enormous success for the ideas and policies of the 
Labour Party Young Socialists. Almost entirely made up 
of young workers, and working class students, time and 
time again the ideas of the LPYS and Mili1.ant were 
enthusiastically taken up in the discussions. 

200 monopolies hasn't really 
been explained-the capital
ists will be in uproar-we've 
got to beat that. 

"I believe in workers con
trol very much. It would be 
very beneficial. Too many 
bosses are coming in who 
don't know about the job. 
Nine tenths of the men are 
better qualified than the boss . 
The bosses have never worked 
the job. There's an engineer 
where I work-he's come up 
through the ranks. He knows 
the job. That's what we 
need. " 

In contrast, when Nigel 
Stanley (Chairman, National 
Organisation of Labour Stud
ents) scoffed at the YS's 
policies- "Workers will not 
agree with the YS's ideas, 
they're utopian"-he was 
sharply interrupted by John 
Boyd (NUM) who pointed out 
that he "had just come 
across 20 young workers that 
did agree with the YS-! " 

Kevin Ramage [LPYS Nat
ional Committee] interviewed 
several of the participants in 
the school: 

Jose Walker (Rugeley 
LPYS and NUS) : "Niqel . 
Stanley should keep his ·~i!u.s 
to univers~ty students! He 
didn't want to know about 
working class students in 
techs." 

Gerard Benton (Luton E. 
LP): "If you put across 
simple, clear arguments, then 
that's bow you win people. 
It's no good putting across 
midd~e class arguments to win 
the working class. The eaU to 
nationalise the 250 monopol
ies was good, and a £65 
minimum wage, and a 35 
hour week with no loss of pay. 
They're fundamental to any 
socialist programme." 

Workers' Control 

Clive Rowlands (AUEW 
Hoover, Methyr Tydfil) : "The 
main aim that has stood out is 
nationalisation. It's Impres-
sed me, the YS's stand on it. 
Also the lack of co-ordination 
in the Labour Party-that . 
struck me-it gives you 

I an Emerson (Bear Park danger pains. Look-the SSU 
NUM , Durham): "I like the [Swedish SoclaUst Youth] has 
ideas for recall of MPs firstly. about 150 fuUtlmers-while 
Young people should get the YS has only 1. How can 
more involved in the Labour you manage? 
Party. Nationalisation of the "I like the 'Mllltant'. I get .,,-,-.Jf. 

:·. ' .--t ~:. f'ft~" ,,' 
iC 

• Labow's Youth in action-last month's demonstration ,against racialism and unemployment In Leicester 

)I -

MILITANT NOTICES 
HARLOW Militant Meeting. 
"Nationalised industries
success or failure?". Speaker: 
Irving Nicol (TSSA and Huntin
gdon LP) . Chairman: Danny 
Purton (Chairman Harlow 
TUC). Thursday July 27th , 
8pm. Harlow Town Hall . 

HARLOW Militant Summer 
Party. Saturday 29th July, 8pm . 
till late. At Danny & Linda 
Purton 's, 9 Willowfield, Har
low. Drink, Dance , Nosh, Chat. 
Entrance 25p. 

ROTHERHAM Militant Public 
Meeting. "Eastern Europe : 
bureaucratism or workers' pow
er?" Hear Pat Wall (President, 
Bradford Trades Council). 

;; Thursday 3rd August, 7.30pm, 
• , < ~~~t~~-ar'', Rolh~~a~ .. ~d. 

-· ·~-

NEWHAM Militant Readers 
Meeting. Tuesday July 25th, 
8pm. "Militant and the fight 
for socialist policies" . Speaker : 
Bob Faulkes (Militant Editorial 
Board) . Labour Rooms 241e, 
High St. North , East Ham, 
London E12 (nr E. Ham tube 
station) . 

BLACKPOOL Militant Public 
Meeting. "The Coming General 
Election". Thursday 3rd Aug
ust, 7 .30pm in the Kings Arms, 
Talbot Road . Speaker: Brian 
lngham (Militant industrial 
correspondent) . 

SUNDERLAND Marxist Dis
cussion Group. Every other 
Friday starting at_ 8p111 , For 

· ~rlher details ~,. ·piane 
: ~lish, Sunderl~36S 
. < ··~-= . 

l . .. .... ll- t • >~ .. 

WORlD 
BOOKS, 

Book aenb for the 
Labour Mo•-at 

New Publlcadom. 

Grant-Menace of fascism . 40p 
Taafe-Cuba:analysis of the 
·revolution ........... _ . . . lOp 
Silverman-Coming revolution 
in India .... ... . .. .. . .. .. lOp 

. .Pieue add Sp pottage for each 
pamphlet. 

SALFORD Marxist Discussion 
Meetings: August 2nd-'What 
is Marxism?'; August 16th
'Where is Britain Going? '; 
Au,i/o!st 30th-'Workers Cqn
~d fl4anagement' · .. _Contact 
Dive ·Farrar. 061 73'76751 -

.l 

..w 

-E 
~ u 
::E 
; 

Kevin Ramage 
Reports ~ I??~~ 

£ 
· 0 

the odd one. · There's no 
distracting adverts or "con
articles". I'll be taking five a 
week now for the factory." 

-'= t 
of the need for a clearcu t Cl. i 

John Boyd (NUM): " Some 
days I've agreed with every
thing . The LPYS were good. 
They had the right approach . 
Nationalisation?-lt's where 
to start ." 

Tony Harris (UCATT) : 
"The YS's ideas are the same 
as mine. W e'U never get the 
Nationalisation of the 200 
monopolies with the wrong 
leadership. You've got the 
police, and army, and the 
private armies against you! 
We've got to mobilise the 
trade unions and prepare 
ourselves." 

The eagerness to discuss 
the road to socialism, was 
shown when the discussion on 
NOLS policy lapsed into a 
discussion on the 1926 Gen
era! Strike , and the enormous 
revolutionary possibilities 
which existed at that time. 

Several times through the 
week , the ideas of the LPYS 

socialist programme, were 
sharply contra~ted against the 
woolly idea~ uf the "Tribune" 
group of MP's-for partial 
nationalisation, state shares 
in firms and import controls. 
Overwhelmingly the school 
backed the need for the YS's 
programme. 

Lynne Cuthbert (GMWU) 
explained: "If you've got to 
fight to take over 25 mono
polies as 'Tribune' says, -
indeed it'!! take a hell of a 
fight just to get the banks
why not go the whole way? 
You"!! have to mobilise the 
working class and the trade 
unions to take over 1 or 2 
firms , so we might as well 
take the cake-after all we 
made it-AND the bakery
we built it! 

If we control all the major 
firms, then the capitalists 
won't be able to mess us 
about. You don't skin a tiger 
claw by claw do you? The 
same applies to capitalism." 

Arthur Greaves (Yeovil LP 

~J ~ / .. ·J · __ ,./ _· 
and ASTMS) summed the 
school up : "The idea is to 
develop the LPYS. This is 
what the course should be 
for." 

For this reason the control 
of the course should be 
transferred from the Political 
Education dept . of the Lab
our Party , to the National 
Youth Officer (Andy Bevan), 

· - With the organisation 
and running of the school 
under the democratic control 
of the National Committee of 
the LPYS, a real drive could 
be made to expand the 
school , and develop it as a 
launching pad for new YS 
branches . 

~====Three comrades at the- their own experiences at~===== 
;;; Summer School related= work to 'Militant':_ ;;; 

i , , 

THE WORKING 
DAY 

• 

shops 
Martin Errington (Dover LP 
and USDAW): 

"I work in the Co-op. I hate 
it. It's a big rip-off. You know 
how much thi ngs cost. I get 
£26 take home. If you are 17 
you get just over £20. 

The Co-op is run just like 
any other firm. They use 
shareholders as an exscuse to 
hold the workers down . 
There's no co-operation at all. 
Only exploitation." 

Last Thursday at the 
General Management 
Committee of Bristol No
rth East Labour Party the 
Executive Committee mov
ed a resolution to suspend 
the Young Socialist's bra
nch. This move had been 
made both on the Exec
utive and the GMC with
out any notification to the 
Young Socialists. The YS 
were not even present at 
the Executive Committee 
to answer allegations. This 
completely flouts party 
rules, as we have stated in 
our appeal to the National 
Executive. 

building 
sites 

Tony Harris [UCAT1l: 
"I'm all for the nationali

sation of the building industry 
-its terrible at the moment. I 
have to travel 30 miles each 
way to work. You could get 
rid of the lump. The building 
firms have started a campaign 
against nationalisation. The 
banks have adyerts, and the 
building industry. What's the 
Labour Party doing to coun-
teract this? · 

"A massive programme of 
modernising and building 
homes is needed. Not just old, 
but new homes. Many new 
estates built by contractors 
need pulling down and rebuil
ding. We need nationali
sation." 

BRISTOL 
NORTH 
EAST 

The main charge was that 
branch members participated 
in the Bristol Joint YS-an 
ad-hoc committee to organise 
activities on an aU-Bristol 
basis. ·For instance the Joint 
YS branches had just held a 
demonstration against Rac
ialism which went through 
Bristol NE constituency. 

Not only were attempts 
made by Bristol NE right

Such aUegatioDS as were wing to undermine the dem
made at the GMC were . onstration but now they 
extremely vague and unsub- suspend the YS branch for 
stalitiated-such as "concern participation of Its members 
was expressed on the Execut- in the demo. This demon
ive over the new YS prog- stration agaiD5t racialism bad 
ramme of meetings" and the support of the Bristol 
"they've been ,breaking -~~~ur mov~,~ Brls-
l'lllel fot· yeua. -~ : tel Labour~. AUEW 
' . ::i~~f_ ' 

pits 
A miner from Durham des
cribed how the Duchess of 
Kent visited his pit: "The face 
was whitewashed at a cost of 
thousands of pounds. At the 
same time the "hangers-on·: 
visited the training centre, 
even the Chief of Police
what the hell was he there 
for?? 

"For a week before we 
were cleaning up, and they 
had painters in . The instruc
tors were against it too. My 
Inspector had been wanting 
equipment for training for 
several years-he'd been told 
it couldn't be got. Then they 
spend all that money on 
paint, carpets, red white and 
blue curtains-! remember 
them! 

The toilets were all done 
out-cushions on the seat and· 
all. But we still can't get our 
training equipment." 

Rolls Royce stewards, 
TGWU, TASS and Bristol 
District Labour Party) and 
immigrant organisations 
[PNP, Pakistan Association, 
and Bengali~. 

Bristol North-East constit
uency has the highest im
migrant population in the 
South-West. How do the 
right-wing expect to build the 
party? 

The voting on a YS 
amendment to stop suspens
ion was as close as 13-11. No 
wonder we weren't given 
notice to defend ourselves! 

We will not rest untU 
re-instated. We don't want a 
dead Party. If "stirring up 
trouble" means recruitment 
and campaigning on soclaUst 
policies to win black and 
white workers, young and old, 
then the whole party must stir 
up trouble. 

Steve Pool 
... ·Secretary, · .. ,. ~ , -···· · 

Bristol North East LP¥"fi ,._' 
. .. _, t, 

··r;:--..· 



SOME 

JUST WATCH 
The one and a half million people on the dole nz'ay 
be interested to know that th e Stubbs painting 
"The Labourers " which depicts a group of 
"commun folk .. at work, was sold for the 
hundsome sum of £300.000 at the recent Sot herby's 
l!x trcii 'Uf!anza. Actually providing th e jobs is out of 
rit e 'l ues riun of course, but owmng an artist ·s 
1/llfJrt·s.lion of what work looks like is a useful asset 
in rhne inflationary times . 

SIJ. in one respect we'll be doing th e "Southeby 's 
Set .. a favour when we do away with capitalism. 
We '11 provide th em all with usefulo jobs. Th en 
instead of m erely looking at pictures. they 'll be able 
to experience the real thing . 

TORY 
PRESCRIPTION 

The Tory axe doesn't stop at jobs, wages and the 
pittance payed to the unemployed. In 1971, as 
Minister of State for Education, Thatcher took the 
milk from the mouths of school-children. Now Tory 
councils are refusing to supply it again, even 
though it will cost them nothing! 

Exploiting the fact that the government hasn't 
guaranteed to meet the full costs after March '79, 
about twenty Tory-controlled councils have 
rejected the offer of free milk for 7-11 year olds, 
subsidised by the EEC and the government, 
promised in the April budget. Local parents, 
Labour Parties and even the National Farmers 
union are up in arms [though the farmers are more 
anxious about their profits than the kids]. 

In Hereford-Worcester, the home of the 
famous dairy cattle, the local Tories have gone one 
better. On top of refusins:t milk to the majority, they 
have just decided to buy milk to give the children at 
fee-paying independent schools. 

"I am quite happy for the children to have the 
free milk if every child is indeed suffering from 
bowed legs, deformed long bones and other 
symptoms of rickets" announced a Lancashire 
Tory councillor on the Area Health Authority. 
Perhaps he thinks the hospital waiting lists aren't 
hmg enough. The Tory medicine men seem 
hell-bent on making sure that even children are 
driven back into the misery of the 1930's. 

WHERE 
AIJIJ ELSE FAILS-

Infiltration at Sunday school. False ecumenism 
and left wing influence in the World Council of 
Churches! So alarmed are fortv-two church leaders 
at these "anti-Christian" trends that they gathered 
in Britian last week to launch "The International 
Network of Confessing Christians", to challenge 
the " Marxist" threat. 

They are particularly horrified that the World 
Council of Churches has "morally and financially" 
supported the liberation movements in Rhodesia. 
The Network , made up of delegates from New 
Zealand, Germany, the USA and-you guessed-

. South Africa and Rhodesia, don't go into detail 
about where they get their money . "We have 
funds-enough to set up" said the Reverend Shaw, 
a South African Methodist Minister. 

Like Moses, they want to turn back the tide . 
They have their miracle cc;mv~rts. One of t~e 
speakers at the meeting, stud1ed m Czechoslovakia 
as a young man and returned to Rhodesia 
"determined to destroy Christianity". He saw the 
the light, and now dedicates his time to "trying to 
reconcile the people of Rhodesia to one another". 

Hut it will need more than prayers , and even 
hard cash, to convince black workers in Rhodesia 
that Ian Smith has their best interests at heart , and 
that Capitalism is . God-ordained. 

TOLPUDDL MARTYRS 
- A Lesson for today 

A"i the banners of Trade Unions, labour 
Parties and LPYS' from all over the South and 
Southwest of England ass·emble on July 23rd, 
for the annual event to commemorate the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs, we will do well to recall the 
history of our movement, in order to learn the 
lessons for today. 

:tnd Ld,.,ur 1':1rt,. !e :11k r' I<> 
e·ar rv 1111t the·ir dirt\· ""rk. :1\ 
\\ith the !;1\t -1 \'e'; lr' .,f \\:I .~L'' 

rc·,traint. But he·hind the· 
fac·ade .,f dem11naL·v. o,tii!. 
when nL·c·1kd. 'tand thL' 
''L'a ih >ll' .,f the ru!in~ ,·!;"'·in 
thL· f .. rm .,f the· jud·'""' · t.•p 
Jlt!!iL·e 11ffic·L'f\. L' il i! \ef\ ;111 1\. 
Ill i! j tar\' I< >Jl\ L' IL'. 

ii :IIL' L';~o,iJ v \\Llll lili\ h;lttk. 
YL·t tilL' L'; l\e llf tile· jai!ill).: llf 
rhe fi,c· d.,e·kn' UltdLT tile· 
I "n· lit du,tri;d lkl: lti"" ' ,.\,·t 
,I\, 1\ 1,' I ILl I \\ill· !I !ltl' Ill\ I\ l'-

111L'IIt lll<>hi!i..c'. ril e ru!ill).: 
L'!a'' retreat\; a11d in !c·,~ than 
2-1 h11ur' rilc·o,c· fi1e \\l'f'c' rL·ka · 
\L'd llll \llllll' J' I'L't L'll L'l' (I r (1\ hl'f. 

Georgc Loveless and hi s 
fi1·c comrades :J amcs Love
le ss. Thomas and John 
Standfield . lames Ham
melt and lames Brine are 
an example to us today. an 
example which some of our 
Trade Unio n and Labour 
leaders could do well to 
learn from. especially over 
such issues as Grunwick. 
Clay Cross e tc. 

Arrested in 1834 for the 
'cr ime· ' of forminl! a trade 
uni o n . the agricultural 
workers from the Uorse t 
village of To!pudd!e, were 
fine examples of work ing 
class fighters. 

The bo;,;,c;, of the time , 
using their political party and 
the judiciary, were deter· 
mined to smash the trade 
uni ons. \l ichae l Foot 's rec
ent speech about the use of 
judges against the labour 
movement caused a how! of 
rage from the speech writers 
of the Tory pre '>' Perhaps 
thev don 'tlik e to hc:ar the tru
th ~bout their sta te machine
although Foot hurrid!y as
sured them that he was only 
referring to history! 

The courts sentenced the 6 
men to 7 years transportation 
on trumped up, outdated 
laws. But that was the 

, Decision, 
By Bob Labi 

H ampstead Labour Party 

Starting this week, Gran
ada TV are showing a 
documentary programme 
in three parts on last year's 
Communist Party Con
gress. The Communist 
Party leaders obviously 
hoped that ·by letting the 
cameras in both public 
and pri.vate Party meetings 
they would be able to show 
the Party's new 'open', 
'democratic' character. 

But the many labour move
ment activists who no doubt 
will watch these programmes 
to find an answer to the 
question, where is the CP 
going, will be disappointed. 
The programmes do not deal 
with the general problems of 
the Party , but tend to 
concentrate on particular nar
row aspects and thus tend to 
trivialise the issues. As the 
programmes do not even 
provide clear background 
information to the struggles 
which it shows, they could 
appear to viewers not having a 
detailed knowledge of the CP 
like a Harold Rob bins saga of 
endless struggles between 
differing groups. 

The series gives the appear· 
ance that one of the key 
issues at the CP Congress was 
the issue of the Soviet Union, 
which results in the last 
programme having an anti· 
soviet bias·. The CP leaders 
are correctly shown as trying 
not to embarrass the Stalinist 
rulers of the USSR, but as no 
Marxist alternative to the 
regime in the USSR is put 
forward, the viewer is left with 
a general anti-communist 
slant. 

The main issues at the 
Conference were the 'Broad 

Brian Beckingham 
Vice-Chairnl;tn 

Bristol SE Lahour Party 

beginning of the mobilisation 
of an enormous mon•ment of 
opposition. An estimated 
200,000 marched through 
London, as part of the 
protest and the mass moYe· 
ment forced the remission of 
the sentences and after 3 
)·ears of sla \·ery, as political 
prisoners, the Tolpuddle 
Mart)n returned to England. 

Our movemen t of 12 mi! · 
!ion organised wo rk ers has 
come a long way since th ose 
davs. We are stronger and 
more powerful than ever 
before. Yet we still li,·e in the 
same type of class socie ty as 
then. Sti!! when in crisis. the 
bosses try to heap a!!. the 
problems and penalt ies onto 
the backs of the workers. 

Today 
They wi ll o nce a.ga in 

use every method-including 
their state machine-the pol
ice and the judiciary-to 
attempt to defeat our move
ment. 

Today, because of ou r 
strength. they pre fer mo· 
re subt le methods. like 
using our own Trade Union 

Perhaps in thi\ eontnt it is 
no aecident that thi> Labour 
Go\·ernment, to its disnedit, 
has agrl'<'d to pa_\· masshe pa~ 
RISES to these 'top people'. 

,\o, c·apita!i,m. in the next 
k\1· vea ro,. bLTS a deepenin~ 
cc'<llllllllic ni;,io, the ru!iugj 
c!a ss w!!! m •. re and more 
resort to using the state 
mal'11ine . \t:dfed at it.. tllJl' hv 
pub!ie· wlwll! tvpe·, and !uva! 
se rvant;, llf the hus;,es. Ill 
attack the "<lrkin~ c!ass 
1110\TillCnt. 

A!readv. when we arc hut 
at th e car!v stages of cri sis. in 
the last few \Tars we have 
witnessed increasing use of 
the po!icc (a\ at Grunwic k 
picket !inc) and the judges 
(Shre"shun·. l'cnt on ,ilk fiq: 
dockers. Newham 'l E LP. 
Clay Cross. Grunwick. UPW 
ri ght to strike ). Time and 
time again the lesson of 
Tolpuddle is driven home: we 
have to rely on our strength 
not appeals to bewigged 
judges and lords. 

The de feats at Grun wic k 
were due to the timidity of the 
TUC and APEX leadership . 
These leaders did a!! in their 
power to head off and divert 
the mass picketing and 
solidarity action that could 

L Illkr a ne'" I ur1 !-:"' cT II· 
ment . !ed hv Mr.. Tilatd1er. 
the h<"W' undn tile· prc\\ure 
uf c·c·on<Hllie· ni'i'. are prep· 
ari;l .l.! furt.:rltlrlllL>ll\ att;tL·k, ll ll 
tilt.: Tl ' and Ld'<'ttr I11llVt: · 
ment . Lh ing the kt.:pt Turv 
prcs.. a' a we: a pun as we:!!. 
tht.:v art.: whipping up l'l't.:f\· 
plls..ih!e prt.:p;tration fur an 
erlll f!llL>li' ll ll \la tt).: ilt un our 
!iving \ta nda nh and <Htr 
ur~ani,atillll\. With our 
;, tren~th tudav wt.: can he 
e·tmfident that thev wi!! ht.: 
dekated . 

But let us mo,·e might and 
main to make sure the~· do not 
e\en get the chance. At 
Tolpuddle 1978, let us resolve 
to defeat the Tories in the 
coming General election. but 
not to han: a Lahour .. gm·ern· 
men! in to do the Tories' dirty 
work. Let us resolve to 
intensif~· the stT uggle to 
democratise our own move· 
ment; .we need a leadership 
accountable to the member· 
ship both In the trade unions 
and in the Labour Party 
which could then mobilise the 
enormous strength we have to 
transform society, to end 
capitalism once and for all 
and end the class rule that 
existed in To! puddle in I 834 
and is still with us in 1978. 

Inside the Communist Party 

Bert Ramelson, CP Industrial Organiser, talks to Congress Arrangements Committee pnoto: Granada TV 
Democratic Alliance', the 25,293 last November and This series, while not 
CP's decline, the Labour 29,943 in June 1973. The letting any of the leaders of 
Party and the Morning Star, Young Communist League the three tendencies in the 
most of which are ignored. had only 1,042 members in CP [the existing leadership, 
Though viewers do get some May compared with 1,6381ast the right wing 'Revolutionary 
insight into the thinking of year. Democratic trend' and the 
the right wing CP leaders like pro Moscow old guard Stalin-
Martin Jacques, Editor of ists] clearly speU out their 
Marxism Today, who tells the Three trends ideas, shows the complete 
Political Committee that he lack of any idea of either what 
dislikes the new draft because We should always remem- a Marxist policy is or how to 
it is too "aggressive" and ber that these are the paper fight for it. 
doesn't take into account that figures, the real membership It is perhaps noteworthy 
"most people accept the is much lower, last year the that the only other tendency 
capitalist system". Congress was told that only shown, briefly , in the series is 

The point which this series 56% of the 'members' paid the 'Militant ', a sign of the 
completely misses is .that the any subs! The Morning Star's increasing influence we have 
CP's internal fights are a sales fell by a further 1,300 in in the labour movement. 
reflection of its general crisis. the first five months of this 
The decline which 'Militant' 
commented on last year 
[issues of November 11 and 
18] has continued, in spite of 
the CP's new programme. 
The CP's membership in May 
was 21,145 compared with 

year. 
However these programmes 

do give a glimpse of the 
completely cynical world of 
the CP leaders and the manoe
uvres which go on behind the 
scenes. 

'Decision' by Granada 
TV. Film 1, 'Liberty' wiJI 
be shown at 8.30 on July 
25th, with parts two and 
three, entitled 'Equality' 
and 'fraternity', following 
on August 1st and 8th. 
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~INTERVIEW WITH FOLK SINGERS EWAI McCOLL AID PIGGY SEEGER 
is part 

the history and trad
ition of working people 
in Britain. Over cen
turies it has expressed 
their feelings about life 
and their struggle for 
change. That tradition 
is still alive today, and 
recently over 120 peo
ple crowded into a 
Militant Folk Night at 
Wallasey Labour Qub 
to hear Ewan MacColl 
and Peggy Seeger prove 
the point. 

• music of Folk 

Afterward s Ewan and Peg
gv spoke to John McCabc and 
Alan Run swic k o f Wallasey 
Lahnur l'a rt v. 

John: - How did you fir st 
get involved in singing fo lk 
music? 

Ewan : · l'n: a]way'> sung a 
numbe r o f trad itional so ng-; 
hc:L·au'>e both m1· fat he r and 
nH >t her had son~'· ThCI' were 

both Sco ts . My father wa s a 
magnificent singer-an iron 
llh lu ldcr wh o was well known 
in th e lron fo unclers' Uni on a s 
a militant and as a good 
'> inger. It helped his political 
work in the: Linion that he was 
a gnod -. inger. 

I a-,~imil a ted the song'> at 
hom e. at Hng manav and so 
. o11. wit hout rL·al ising that thev 
were folk ,, ,ngs. and wh.en .! 

got o lder and started to write there were no jobs there 
songs I still didn 't know either. But a big hiking 
anyth in g about traditional movement developed out of 
songs. the young unemployed and 

The earliest songs I wrote fron·, this all the best of the 
were for factory newspapers , young militants came . 
from 1928 onwards. At one John: - How did you be
time I was writing sat irica l come involved m singing. 
political songs for five differ- Peggy? 
ent newspapers . Only some Peggy:-My famil y was 
were folk songs. b ut by the American upper middle class 
time I wrote "The Manches- -my father was a professor 
ter Ramb ler" in 1933 it of mu sic and mv mother was a 
naturally slipped in to that classical piani; t. They were 
sty le. both interested in classica l 

I wrote four songs for the music. During the depression 
Mass Trespass that we organ- they got in volved wi.th the 
ised over Kinder Scout. One Workers Project Associat ion 
was for the Ramblers rights and through that with folk 
Movement. which was affilia- music. I first heard folk music 
ted to th e British Workers from the fie ld recordings they 
Sports Federat ion-but that's made of workers in the 
history now. the only one that 1930's. 
su rvived was the "The Ma n - John :-What influence 
chester Rambler". did Pete Seeger have on yo u ? 

Another one started:(si ngs) , Peggy:-None really. He is 
"We are young workers in 20 years o lder than me (a 
search of healthy sport child of my fathe r ·~ first 
We leave Manchester each marriage) an d we never lived 
\\·eekend for a hike in the same house . He did 
Oh ' the best moorlands in teach me the banjo. But I 
Derbvshire are closed never realised that folk music 
To us we ra mble anywhere we was working class music
like. . . fro m my parents o r Pete . I got 
For the mass trespass is the my politica l ed uca tion off 
on !y way there is Ewan. 
To gain access to mou ntain s E wan: -Fo lk music. o r 
once agam . what we call fo lk music . is 

It's a verv crude song as you produced b y the people in 
can hear-but expressed our society wit ho ut wealth . who 
fe eli ngs. Nea rly all the open sel l their labour power to 
areas were clo~ed off. There create wea lth. Before the 
were mo re than 3 million indu str ia l re1·olution it' s the' 
un emploved. and nearlY half peasants who make fo lk 
a million. were voung w~rkers music. Hopefully in· an indus 
or had come straight from tria l socie ty it comes from the 
~choo l at 14 on to the dole. in du st rial proletariat. 

Th e authorities we re trving John: - T h e employer s 
dcspcrat c lv to get rid of you so have many media -pape rs. 
yo u could get tr~m~lling c~.trds. TV. the big record compa n 
lt wa' a farce hecau se if vou ics. Do you see fo lk mus ic 
mon:d fro m Lanca -; h ire. to putting forw a rd the view o f 
Yo rk s h i re or Cumbcrland th e wo rking L'la \s'' 

Ewan:-1 think if could, 
but that is putting it too 
simply. The only model we 
have in art which directly 
expresses working class cons
cio~sness is folk music. Anv 
thing we can create in futur~ 
has got to take this into 
account. It' s lasted in the face 
of so much change. and the 
best politica l songs of the last 
30 yea r s use the same 
techniques as folk mus ic has 
always used. 

Alan:-H as folk music ex
pressed the feelings and hopes 
of working people? 

Ewan:-lt certainly d id in 
Scotland. By 1740 they had 
capitalist techniques in agri
cult ure . There was a paid 
labour fo rce that owned no 
land, lived in houses that 
belonged to the farmer, a nd . 
so ld its labour power-just 
like they do today. And 
a lmost every song produced 
by them complains about bad 
treatment . bad housing . bad 
food and exploitation-like in 
the Bothy songs . 

They are not po liti ca l 
songs. but songs of ext reme· 
class co nsciousness. And they 
came before the proletariat 
learned the techniques o f 
o rgani sa tio n and struggle. 

In th e United States fo lk 
mu sic developed at the same 
time a s industry so you ha1·e 
the songs o f railwaymen. 
mine rs-as in Britain wi th 
min ers songs going back to 
the sixteenth cen turv. 

John:-Manv folk singe rs 
ha1·c been persecuted- Joc 
Hi!!. Woodv Guthrie and so 
on. 

Ewan : - Fo lk singer-, wme 
unde r the hammer. ht>L'ause 
they ha ve th e ear of a popular 
audience. Yo u can he a 
Marx ist. a militant. hu t if \ Ou 

play in a string quartet 
nobody bothers, because 
who listens to you ? A tiny 
group of people . But in any 
folk audience ·75o/o are young 
kids. often trade unionists :the 
working population that the 
artist has got to try a nd 
fertilise. 

John:-Why did you decide 
to form your own record 
compa ny? 

Ewan:-First!y we were 
tired of political interference. 
For instance we made a n 
album for Decca called "The 
Angry Muse ". One of the 
songs was about the Sharpe
ville Massacre. It turns out 
that the Director of Decca is 
also the Di rector of Decca 
So uth Africa. so it can't go 
on . Things like that happen 
all the time. We wanted a 
po litical say in what went on 
the records! 

The ot her reason was to try 
and reduce the price-the 
rip-off is quite incredible with 
records . The minimum p rofit 
on most reco rds that exceed a 
pressing of 10.000 is !50 '% . If 
they exceed 50.000 copies it 
can't take more than 5p to 
make them. and they se ll 
them for £3 .50 .. 1 don 't know 
any industry that asks that 
kind o f pro fit. 

It' s out of the kids they 
make it. Thev' re the big 
buyers. The big iss ues are fo r 
pop music-you get a golde n 
disc that se ll s a million co pies 
and you are down to a cost 
price o f lp o r l'1p a copv. 
includin g the pressing. th e 
-.Jee,·c: . e1·ervthing. It' s the 
biggc '> t r ir·o ff there is. 

John :- Fi nal lv. what do 
vou think o f the Militant '' 

Ewan: - lt \ n:rv good 
one of the best working cia'>S 
paper' out at the moment. 

W rkers' 
. . 

, Notebook 

these: were men . but that is o n!y because so 
manv women arc not registered in the first 
place~ th ough thev wou!cl !ikc to work. 

Capita!i-;m w"rk\ in nL· !cs: in e:.tch 
trough. not onlv the numbe r out of wo rk, 
hut the prnporti o n of !ong·tcrm unemp! p,·cd 
men gnc:s up . i t is a rec ipe for despair. 
Lu ng-term uncmp! ovmcnt is 2', , times what 
i~ was when Heat h put I mi!!inn nn the 
_<.; tone,, though Iota! unc:mp!ovmcnt is nn!v 
ha!f a-; mud1 nnw as it wa-; then . 

youngstrr~ e ithe r. In the ear!v months o f 
thi-. government. the medium number o f 

.wceb uncmp!m·ment for u nder PI-. was 2: 
bv Januar\' ]q "78 it wa~ 11 .3:'. That is to sa" 
tt;at unc;np! n\'ment for thi s ;<)< L' g ro ujJ 
'panned fr <1m nou).!ht to four week' in 1974 
hut fou r vea r\ !at er it span ned from nOUJ.(ht 
10 <.; ix nwnth'> . Ha rd! v a record for a Labour 
Gtll·c rnmL·nt lll he p~nud " f. 

hendits to " " rk e r'i u nder the Employment 
Protection Act and o ther labour laws . 

Bu t Haro!d W a!kn. Minister of State for 
Emp!oynll'nt ha' hL' L'n rea \'llrinl? -;mall 
firm~. Hl' ha' .tn!d bm'c' , d , ma!! 
cn mpaniL''> that the ir -: hanL·e, ,,f fac ing ... n 
unfair di sm i-.sa! claim in anv <lllc vca r a re I 
in J(Xl. Thei r L· han ccs nf . ha"i~g to pav 
comrcn-.ation after a tribuna! arc about I in 
HXXJ. 

More on dole 
Longer on dole 

L1nL·rnp!uvrnc:nt ha'i heL·omc a permanent 
kature <l f the L'<.: onomv . Mure than ."00.000 
ha1c bL·cn nut of work sinL·e 141>7 . 

In Janu:.try of this vear. with I' , mi!!ion 
registerl"d a~ une.mp!med .. 1.14 .000 had he.c n 
"ut " f ""rk for more than a vcar. ~ 7 ~ .. "00 " f 

Wh;it i' wer-,e . :1n ah\urd state o f affair~ 
ha s de,·e!opcd whnebv t ho-;e between 2.,<; 
;tnd .N wh" ,Jwu!d be 'Jl c nding their prime 
year~ do inlo( something cree.ti~ e arc a ri)i~g 

p r"por ti "n " f thl' !on).!·term"ttnL'IllJl!o\·L'd. In 
Januarv 1'1-ll thl'l' madl' up ll1llre than a 
fif1h " f it f<1r thl' firq time : twn \'l'ar-. later 
thl'v made up~-,. ; , _ 

'~••t !hat thin . ..:-. !,n,k bright f"r the 

'Stati , tiL''> on !ong · term uncmp!ovment' 
DE Press Release : Ju!v 4 . rq-8. 

Unfair sackings 
The Lab our Go\'ernment minis ter\ so ld pa\' 
!imib tn the union leaders b\' harpinlo( on th.e 

Walk er is trvi ng to pro\'l' that th ese firms 
a rl' not hindered h\' the Emp!ovme nt 
Pro teltion AL·t . But arc ntlt these workers 
jmt a~ entitled to th e ir right s as wurkcrs in 
big hu,incss '! 

DE, Gazette, Jun e 147K. p p h-h -!\1 
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The Post Office has just 
announced a profit for 
this year of £360 mil
lion. This profit has 
been made solely at the 

WORKERS AID USERS PAY 

of the Post expense 
Office 
ough 
lower 
and 

workers, thr- ~ 

low wages and 
manning levels, 

the working class u , 

users 
the 

who pay· through 
nose to subsidise 

the cheap rental rates 
enjoyed by big business. 

As the Post Office is a 
nationalised industry. sup
posedly run by and for the 
workers. and indeed is in 
the midst of an experiment 
in "industrial democracy", 
it will come as a disap
pointment (though no sur
prise) to the 400.000 Post 
Office workers to learn 
that the profit is not being 
shared amongst the work
force at £900 bonus for 
each worker. 

In fact the postal workers 
are receiving a productivity 
payment of around just £35 
for Postmen and Postmen 
Higher Grade. and about £48 
for Postal Officers . These are 
financed by savings in ma n
power and ove rtime levels
we ge t productivity payments 
as blood money for perman
ently lost jobs. 

In 1976177. staff savings 
worth £57 million were made . 
Over 25.000 jobs were lost in 
the two years up to mid-1977. 
and many more have gone in 
the last year. 

Post Office Chairman. Sir 
William Barlow won't be 
getting £900. or even £35 
productivity bonus and a 10 % 
rise like the Postmen . He 
should be receiving , under the 
Boyle Top Sala ries Re,·iew 
recommendations. an in
crease of 80%, raising his 

By Eddy Newman 
( Manches ter Amalgama
ted Branch. UPW. in 
personal cayaci ty) 

salary from £25,000 to 
£45,000 a year! 

In addition to this enor
mous profit of £360 lllillio.!1 
for 1977/78, the Post Office 
made a profit of £291 million 
in 1976177 and £147 the year 
before that. In 1974/75 the 
Post Office accounts showed a 
loss of nearly £307 million. 
Yet if we examine the 
accounts in the yea r of the big 
loss. which was given wide
spread publicity at the time as 
a condemnation of national
ised industries. we find that 
interest repayable on loans 
which eventually originate 
from capitalist financial in
stitutions amounted to £287 
million in telecommunicat
ions and £24 million in posts. 

So if interest payments to 
the monevlenders were dis
counted, -the Post Office 
would have made a profit in 
1974175 of fA million. The 
Post Office workers' product
ivity and low pay finances the 
banks and finance houses 
which in turn put nationalis
ation in a bad light . 

At the same time . the 
private manufacturers charge 
exorbitant prices for out-

A scandal of the abuse of power by Health 
Service officials has been revealed to Militant. 

In Camelon, near Falkirk, in three separate 
cases, workers whose doctors have certified 
them as being unfit for work have been 
examined by the "Regional Medical Officer" 
and declared fit for work. 

This means that they are 
longer entitled to claim 
sickness benefit , but must 
sign on as uemployed. If 
thev are then offered work 
whlch they consider they 
are unable to do , they 
either have to take it and 
risk their health or lose six 
weeks unemployment ben
et1t. 

William Millar formerly 
worked as a fitter in a 
foundry, working on solid fuel 
cookers. He suffered a slipped 
disc as a result of a car 
accident and has suffered 
from it for eleven years, 

By Pat Craven 

during which he was often off 
sick from work. After being 
off work since January this 
year, he was signed off by his 
doctor and signed on at the 
Employment Office. 

After two weeks however , 
he was again forced to see his 
doctor and was given a 
certificate for a fortnight. 
When he claimed sickness 
benefit however, he was. 

P05t Officl! Engineers get tbe message across to the public on hlst week's march throu2h London 

moded equipment. The Mon
opolies Commission recen tlv 
discovered secret price-fixing 
agreements between the four 
major privately owned mon
opolies that supply the Post 
Office with cable and other 
telecommunications equip
ment. These giant firms were 
ordered to pay back £9 
million to the Post Office but 
even allowing for this these fat 
cats still skimmed ·off the 
cream of profit from this 
public industry. 

Our unions should demand 
that the ledgers and accounts 
of these firms be opened for 
trade union inspection. 
Where it has already been 
proved that they are illegally 
cheating millions of pounds 
out of the Post Office these 
firms should be nationalised 
immediately under workers' 
control. 

Every Post Office worker 

knew earlier in the year that 
the Post Office was due to 
make another massive profit 
because of the orgv of 
spending that the Manage
ment indulged in before the 
end of the financial year in an 
attempt to reduce the embar
rassingly large profit. Bra· 
nch Post Offices were sudden
ly decorated. including one in 
Manchester due for demolit
ion soon, and a large amount 
of capita! spending was 
reported generally. 

Each Post Office with only 
one telephone had a second 
telephone installed-whether 
it was needed or not. Another 
quaint . wasteful practice in
dulged in is the issuing of 
each Post Office telephOne 
with a bill from the tele
communications side of the 
Post Office. The bureaucrab 
are taki ng from our left-hand 
to pay our right! 

So who benefits from the 
postal service'' It is big busi
ness. who get their services at 
a cheap rate . 

For instance. 80 o/o of a!! 
parcels posted are business 
parcels. and 54 % of these are 
posted using individually neg
otiated contracts. So big 
postal users like the mail 
order companies can get huge 
discounts on the price they 
pay. Big business is served at 
one cheap rate, and the 
ordinary man in the street at 

. another rate. 
The micro-electronic age 

could lead to a cheap and 
efficient mes sage car ryi ng 
service if it was harnessed bv 
the Pos t Office . but only in a 
rationally run Post Office 
under democratic workers' 
co ntrol a nd manag e me nt. 
Then technological advan 
tages would benefit the public 
by a better service and the PO 

SICK WORKERS 
FORCED TO 
SEEK WORK 

informed that the Regional 
Medical Officer who had 
examined him two months 
earlier had declared him to be 
fit for work. His own doctor's 
certificate was therefore over
ruled. 

John Graham formerly· wor
ked as a fitter's mate , 
working on house renova
tions. He too suffered a 
slipped disc after an accident 
at work. His doctor told him 
that he was not fit to do any 

job which requirt>d constant 
sitting, walking , bending or 
lifting, which meant \irtually 
everything! Yet, once again, 
after a brief examination the 
RMO declard him fit for 
work. 

workers through a redu ction 
in working hours without loss 
of pay. While the PO is run 
on cap italist lines it will 
supply even more redundan
Cies. 

No more cu ts! 
Reduce the prices of Pos t 

Office services' 
No more red undancies or 

natural wastage' 
For a five dav 35 hour week 

with no loss in- pay! 
For a £75 a week minimum 

wage. 
One union for Post Office 

workers' 
Nationalise under workers' 

control the parasitic cab le and 
telecommunications supplv 
firm s that at present are lik<; 
leeches on the Pos t Office' 

The third case began in the 
same way·. But I an Richard
son appealed against the 
RMO's ruling-and won! The 
ruling upheld the doctor 's 
right to c.ertify· a worker as 
unfit. Both the others are now 
going to appeal. 

How man_v other workers 
have been forced back to 
work through the actions of 
RMOs before they· were fully 
11t , and when their own 
doctors were prepared to sign 
them as sick? This is y·et 
another example which pro
ves the need to bring the 
Health and Employment ser
vices under the democratic 
control of the trade union 
mm·ement to make sure that 
such abuses cannot occur. In 
the meantime , every worker 
put in this position should 
alway·s exercise his right to 
appeal. 



It was only in 1928, just SO years ago, 
that in Britain, the 'mother of 
democracy', women first won full, equal 
voting rights. 

The struggle for the right to vote is now 
presented as an interesting story from the 
history book. But why was it that such fierce 
battles had to be waged before this basic right 
was conceded? "The suffragettes" said Sally 
Oppenheim, Tory MP, at a ceremony to mark 
the anniversary, were noted for their "dignity", 
" won universal respect for courage and the 
fundamental justice of their cause". That's 
what they say today, but it certainly wasn't at 
the time. The call for votes for women provoked 
fierce oppOsition from Tory and liberal 
politicians, employers, academics and the 
Church, from every layer of the ruling 
establishment. 

Was it through the 
Suffragette move.ment, 
middle class women break
ing windows and throwing 
themselves under horses, 
that the vote was won? 
Two years before the 
Women's Social and Pol
itical Union was founded 
in 1903, the women wor
kers of the Lancashire 
cotton mills prsented a 
petition bearing over 
29,000 signatures to Par
liament. 

Working women 
Their demands for voting 

rights were linked to the fight · 
against discrimination at 
work ; they rallied support at 
open air meetings and by door 
to door canvassing in the 
mill towns and working class 
slums . 

They were v01cmg the 
growing anger and militancy 
of working women . With the 
industrial revolution , women 
and children were forced into 
the factories and mills , to 
meet the rapidly growing 
demand for labour. Women 
were capable of working the 
machines , of the most gruel
ling menial work , but still 
'their rightful place was in the 
home'. 

The employers baldly cla
imed that it was "only in the 
women's interest" that they 
were paid so much less than 
men ; it " prevents them from 
being tempted by the mill to 
abandon the care of their 
offspring at home" as one 
pompous writer of the time 
explained . 

While the middle class 
moralisers preached about 
the 'sanctity of the family' 
accusing women of neglecting 
their children and their 
housekeeping , in the factory 
towns . family ties were being 
ruthlessly broken and des
troyed by the insatiable 
appetites of expanding capit
alism. Working women were 
often forced to leave their 
children to the mercies of 
childminders, who packed 
them into tiny rooms and 
drugged them to keep them 
quiet. The child mortality 
rate soared . 

At the turn of the century, 
the trade unions, beginning to 
organise the mass of unskilled 
workers. were growing rapidly 
and extending their links lo 
<'alil' and nationally. Explo -

By Eileen 
Short 

sive and bitter strikes flared 
up. Against this background 
of social ferment , even the 
most oppressed and unorgan
~ed ~roups were drawn into 
action. The matchgirls, the 
"most miserable of all the 
miserable" came out against 
the starvation wages and 
terrible conditions at Bryant 
and Mays. . 

" As the girls tramped along 
the Embankment in orderly 
array . . . they made a striking 
object lesson for the careless 
well-to-do folk who gazed at 
them with supercilious puz
zlement" wrote Annie Bes
sant , one of their leaders. 
" ... the gaunt , ragged group , 
representing the suffering of 
the East , was a portent not 
lightly to be disregarded .. .. . " 

The strike played an impor
tant part in sparking the 
spread of militancy. Women 
cigarmakers in Nottingham, 
London factory girls and 
millworkers in Kilmarnock 
were all involved in strikes . 
Female woollen weavers in 
Yorkshire rejected a cut in 
wages and marched in pro
test . They were attacked and 
several arrested by the police. 

The employers , anxious to 
quell the growing 'tide of 
uph e a va l , turned to the 
courts . The Taff Vale judge
ment in 1901 tried to force the 
unions to repay the costs for 
strike action . Trade unionists 
increasingly saw the need for 
a political voice, through the 
Labour Party . 

W o m e n wo rk ers were 
drawn in to this movement. 
Forced out of the home into 
the workplace by industry 
itself , they turned to the trade 
unions to defend them. 

It was in these circum
stances that the Suffragette 
movement was founded . Em
meline Pankhurst and her 
daughters , with a small group 
of women in the Independent 
Labour Party (!LP) formed 
the Women's Soda! and 
Political Union , with the 
slogan 'Votes for Women'. 
Their aim, originally , was to 
ensure that the ILP and the 
Labour Representation Com
mittee adopted this as part of 
their programme. 

At the 1904 ILP conference 
they got official backing to 

Emmellne PankhUl'St being arrested in 1914 after an attack by suffragettes on Buckingham Palace. 
Today's Tories like Sally Oppenhelm try to paint the suffragettes as "dlgn1fied". Yet amon·,gst those who 
heard her say this, at a commemoration meeting was 84 year old Connie Laycock who organised the 
fire-bombing of a railway station. The Tories of 50 years ago had a very different view. 

sponsor the Women 's En
franchisement Bill. The Lan
cashire and Cheshire mill 
women , now organised in a 
committee to demand the 
vote, produced a pamphlet 
which declared "A vote is a 
small fhing. But the aggre
gate vote of a great union is a 
different matter. The cotton 
unions of Lancashire ... have a 
majority of women mem
bers .. . It will be seen that this 
great industry is to a very 
large extent disenfranchis
ed". 

Together with the WSPU 
and the Women's Guild , they 
gathered outside Parliament , 
only to hear the Bill 'talked 
out'. Angry and bitter at the 
brick wall of intransigent 
contempt they were met with , 
the WSPU turned to new 
tactics , heckling and abusing 
Liberal and Tory politicians , 
smuggling themselves into 
closed meetings and unfurling 
banners , demanding " Will 
the Liberal Government give 
women the vote?" 

Household names 
Enraged 'Liberals' kicked 

and threw them out of halls . 
The police broke up Suffrage 
meetings , arrested speakers. 
WSPU members were hound
ed out of jobs for refusing to 
end their activities . Leading 
figures in the movement 
became a household name , 
and thousands turned out to 
mass meetings and demon
strations. In 1908 the suffrage 
societies called a united 
demonstration: between 500-
750,000 attended! 

Agitation for the women's 
vote was spreading, drawing 
support from organised wor
kers in the trade unions. A 
manufacturer in Newcastle 
warned Prime Minister As
quith in 1908 that branches of 
the Engineers' Society were 
organising meetings with 
WSPU speakers, responding 
favourably and enthusiastic-

~,; -~ -. - ~ . 

ally and "what is more 
important , pledges were given . 
to support the Women's 
Franchise cause by voting 
against the Government". 

As the movement gathered 
momentum, it was met with 
increasing hostility and viol
ence. Thrbwn into prison , 
suffragettes went on hunger 
strike to demand recognition 
as political prisoners . The 
barbarous process of forced 
feeding was introduced . 
Working class women were 
subjected to the harshest 
treatment. 

Lady Lytton led a women 's 
suffrage demonstration thr
ough Liverpool , dressed as a 
seamstress . Arrested and re
fusing to eat , she was forcibly 
fed without a preliminary 
heart test. When she vomitted 
violently , the prison doctor hit 
her. She was badly injured 
and paralysed for life. 
When eventually Lady Lyt
ton 's real identity was dis
covered , there was a public 
outcry. Such treatment of the 
'ordina ry' suffragette went 
unnoticed . 

The police were issued with 
orders to stop marches but 
not to make arrests . Fierce 
battles raged for hours , with 
brutal violence and deaths . 
Embarrassed by the mount
ing numbers of women in 
prison and the sympathy 
aroused by their harsh treat
ment, in 1913 the Prisoners 
Temporary Discharge for Ill
health Bill , 'The Cat and 
Mouse Act', was introduced. 

Prisoners were released 'on 
licence' , and ·instructed to 
report back to complete their 
sentence. Of course, they 
refused to give themselves up, 
publicly auctioning the lic
ences to raise funds. The Act 
was used to raid homes and 
meetings to rearrest women 
time and again, dragging out 
sentences over years. 

But the more brutal the 
the more wide

the_ support the 

suffragettes ' struggle arous
ed . The middle and even 
upper-class women who dom
inated the WSPU were goad
ed into activity largely by the 
refusal of the government to 
contemplate even the mildest 
concession . 

Between 1906 and 1914 , 
twenty seven Bills to reform 
the franchise got a first 
reading in Parliament and 
went no further. Five got to 
the second stage before the 
were dropped . Nearly 1,000 
parliamentary questions were 
asked. and the issue was 
raised in the House of Lords . 

Why was every section of 
the ruling class , both inside 
and outside parliament , so 
totally opposed to voting 
rights for women ? 

Social unrest 
The Tories and Liberals 

echoed the capitalists' deep 
mistrust of any extension of 
the right to vote. At this time , 
only men of property , who 
could be relied on " not to put 
the country in jeopardy"-
7 1/ 2 million out of an adult 
population of 45 million
had the vote . 

Women at work 

Even this had not been won 
without a fight. Whether in 
1832, 1867 or 1897 , no section 
of the population was conce
eded the right to vote without 
far reaching agitation and 
unrest striking fear in the 
heart of the ruling class at the 
consequences of resisting any 
longer. 

Neither the Tories or the 
Liberals were sure who would 
benefit if women had the vote , 
even if limited to women 
householders only as the 
WSPU proposed . Behind the 
marches and confronta tions a 
deep movement of social 
unrest was unfolding . British 
cauitalism. outstripped b y her 
main imperialist rivals, · Ger-
many and the USA , caught 
up in an escalating and costly 
crisis in Ireland, faced grow
ing unemployment and a 
mounting wave of industrial 
militancy , with organised 
workers in their millions 
involved in strike action . 

Moral fibre 
Between 1911 and 1914 

every key section: dockers , 
seamen , miners. ra ilwaymen, 
engineers . and other sections 
never previously involved were 
drawn into action in a maior 
confrontation only cut across 
by the war. 

A section of the Liberal 
Party, led by Lloyd George , 
responded with a move to 
impose new taxes on land
owners and financiers , and 
when resisted by the Lords , 
passed the Parliament Act to 
restrict their powers . 

The majority of the Liberal 
Party, reflecting the growing 
social pressure , supported the 
principle of votes for women . 
Lloyd George even called for 
the vote to be extended to 
workers ' wi ves, co mbined 
with the warning that it would 
"see women on the road to 
equal pay" . In the Liberal 
Cabinet however, there was a 
hard core of opposition to any 
compromise on any terms. 

The Conservative and 
Unionist Party , on the other 
hand , was overwhelmingly 
opposed to any change al
though Balfour and Bonar 
Law, then leading the Party , 
were more sensitiv~ to the 
pressure from the suffragettes 
demands . The 'sanctity of 
Womanhood' and her 'right
ful place in the home' the 
most archaic myths and 
prejudices found their voice 

. linke,d to the deep -ru n-



ning fear that the very moral 
fibre of society as they knew it 
was being threatened . 

"I have one and only one 
objection to women having 
the vote and that is that they 
are women and it should be 
their glory to fulfill their 
natural functions" declared 
Unionist MP Sir John Rees, 
in 1913. 

Desperate tactics 
"A clever woman said to 

me the other day" added 
James Grant , another Union
ist MP. 'If at the most critical 
period of a woman's live , she 
has not got the sense to say 
" no"' to the man who 
proposes to her, how can you 
expect her to have the sense to 
give a vote on a great imperial 
question?" 

They are still being echoed 
in the Tory Party today, in 
spite of the Iron Maiden who 
stands at their head. 

A leading conservative :..t ~' ' ~-· · _.-~-~ 
journalist warned . that the '-·; 
demands for women's suff-
rage , "one of the most 
factitious agitations that have 
ever been organised", could 
"split the Party from top to 
bottom··. This, increasingly, 
was what the WSPU saw as 
their aim. They swung from 
political and parliamentary 
lobbying to extreme and 
desperate tactics, seeking to 
force one party to adopt their 
demands in a bid to undercut 
the other and res tore social 
peace . 

Physical attacks on 10 
Downing Street , burning pil
lar boxes and churches , and 
the systematic smashing of 
windows in London's West 
End , provided the ideal 
excuse for politicians like 
Lloyd George and Ramsey 
McDonald , fairweather sup
porters of suffrage , to disas
sociate themselves . 

Inste~d of building on their 
mass base of support, organ
ising amongst women in the 
trade unions and linking 
themselves to the increasingly 
powerful labour movement 
the WSPU cut themselves off, 
standing independent can
didates in elections and 
deciding to attack Irish and 
Labour MPs in exactly the 
same way as Liberals and 
Tories . 

Sensational escapades were 
planned and dictated to the 
members-within the WSPU , 
women had no right to vote! 
Emmeline Pankhurst ruled 
from the top. Working class 
activists were forced to choose 
between the suffrage move
ment and their loyalties to the 
labour movement and social
ism . 

With the outbreak of the 
first world war, these tensions 
and splits came to a head. 
Reduced to an 'underground ' 
organisation issuing orders 
from headquarters in Paris , 
isolated from any real base of 
working class support, when 
the East London Federation 
of Suffragettes, led by Sylvia 
Pankhurst (one of Emme
line's two daughters) , split 
from the WSPU , they were 
told that "headquarters ... had 
most faith in what could be 
done for the vote by people of 
means and influence" . 

"They said a deputation to 
the Labour Party was all very 
well for us, but one to the 
King was better for them". 

The WSPU came out in 
support of the war. Their 
paper's name was changed 

Mass Meeting of strikers at Trico in 1976 

from 'The Suffragette' to 
'Britannia' and advocated 
military conscription for all 
men, women to be directed 
into the factories and intern
ment for all of 'enemy race'. 

Suffragettes were amongst 
the first to present men not in 
uniform with the white fea
ther , and Mrs . Pankhurst 
went on a delegation to 
Russia after the overthrow of 
the Tsar in 1917, to urge that 
the government ignore the 
workers ' demands for peace 
and remain in the war. 

Sylvia and the East London 
Federation, along with others 
who left the WSPU , attempt
ed to restore the link between 
the women's movement and 
the organised working class. 
As well as the vote , they 
campaigned with the trade 
union and labour movement 
on wider class questions . 
Sylvia Pankhurst later be
came a founding member of 
the British Communist Party . 

Although the period of the 
war saw the eclipse of the 
WSPU, for many women it 
brought important changes. 
For the first time they were 
drawn into collective work in 
industry , breaking the social 
isolation of the home and the 
kitchen sink and becoming 
increasingly aware of their 
position in society . 

The end of the war was 
followed by a wave of 
upheaval , with the Russian 
Revolution still an untar
nished beacon for workers 
and war-weary returning tro
ops . The mounting unrest 
forced the politicians to 

consider several reforms , 
amongst them changes in the 
franchise. They realised that 
it would be impossible to 
exclude women without prov
oking a repeat of the pre-war 
confrontations. 

In 1918 an Act was passed 
giving all men the vote at 21 
and including for the first 
time women of the age of 
thirty , (subject to property 
and other qualifications). 

It was not until 1928, after 
the working class had been 
confronted and temporarily 
defeated in the General 
Strike, that Baldwin, bowing 
to the inevitable, took the step 
of extending full adult suff
rage to both sexes at twenty
one. 

After years of long, hard 
and bitter campaigning, with 
enormous personal sacrifices, 
the first victory was extracted. 
The struggle raised women's 
sights beyond "the glory of 
their natural functions", to 
see their doubly-exploited 
position , and the way it was 
used to justify lower pay and 
worse conditions at work, to 
the benefit of the employers' 
profits. 

Trade unionists 
Many saw the vote as the 

first step to ending their 
exploitation and hardships, 
and those of the whole 
working class, for ever- the 
key to the door of socialism. 

The life of working women 
has certainly changed since 
the dark days of the last 
century: improveme nts in 
conditions at work , maternity 
leave as a statuatory right , 
laws against discrimination in 
pay and jobs. The expansion 
and development of industry, 
the demand for new skills and 
more labour. have meant that 
more and more women now 
see themselves as women and 
as workers. With their scope 
no longer limited to the four 
walls of the home , in daily 
contact with other workers. 
they are being drawn into the 
trade union and labour 
movement. 

In 1976, 91 o/o of new trade 
union members were 'Nomen . 
Employers have been forced 
to recognise the power of 
organised workers; this was 
how everv legal reform was 
won, and every improvement 
achieved. 

The new division of labour 
has stimulated the demand 
for genuine social equality, 
and combined with this, the 
lifting of the of 

domestic responsibilities. 
Women still suffer enormous 
social disadvantages. Bearing 
and bringing up children is an 
essential contribution to cap
italism itself and to the whole 
of society. 

But so long as the main 
burden of providing for them 
falls on the shoulders of 
individual parents, without 
social provision for nurseries , 
public laundery and catering 
faciliti,es , childbearing limits 
women's educational and job 
opportunities and restricts 
her to the home , where she 
still bears the main burden of 
c!omestic chores . And as the 
Goom years rapidly disap
pear, working women are 
feeling the full brunt of 
capitalism's decline . 

They are the first to be 
thrown out of work: female 
unemployment more than 
quadrupled in the three and a 
half years up to 1977. Even in 
a "good" year (1972) only 8 in 
every 100 girls got apprentice
ships , mainly in hairdressing. 

In spite of the Equal Pay 
Act , the gap between men 
and women's pay has actually 
grown , from an average of 
£13.50 in 1970 to a huge 
£27.60 last year. Only 44 of 
the 290 appeals under the Sex 
Discrimination Act have been 
successful. Employers , as 
always, have used every trick 
and loophole to get round the 
law. 

And for working mothers, 
things have got worse, not 
better. There are less nursery 
places now than in 1974! But 
women today are less cowed , 
more determined and better 
organised than even the most 
militant of the suffragettes. 

The fight for equal pay at 
Trico , the bitter months on 
the Grunwick picket line , the 
strikes and hospital occupat
ions involving nurses , clean
ers and orderlies. to stop the 
cuts and save the health 
service: this is the voice and 
the mood of working women 
today . black and white , young 
and old. 

No-one can doubt the pot
ential militancy and self
sacrifice of working class 
women , if the trade unions 
and the labour movement 
goes out to recruit 
will end low pay and discrim
ination , the exploitation in 
the sweat-shops and of part
time workers. Such a pro
gramme offers an answer to 
the problems women face , 
linked to the fight to end the 
chaos of capitalism by taking 
over the massive monopolies 
the banks and finance houses 

and in the hands of the 
workers, planning industry to 
meet society's needs, releas
ing the technical and human 
potential of every man and 
woman. 

Now as in the past , the 
problems working class wo
men face both at work and in 
the home, cannot be separ
ated from the problems facing 
the rest of the working class ; 
from the transformation of 
society on socialist lines . To 
artificially divide women from 
the labour movement, with
out linking their needs to the 
only force in society capable 
of meeting them , was one of 
the major mistakes of the 
middle-class suffragettes. It is 
a mistake repeated by many 
in the women's movement 
today. As Eleanor Marx wrote 
in 1886, "those who attack 
the present treatment of 
women without seeking the 
cause of this in the economics 
of our latter-day society are 
like doctors who treat a local 
affection (s ic) without inquir
ing into the general bodily 
health!" 

For even today , fifty years 
after women wory the vote, the 
fight for basic .social justice, 
for genuine equal pay, for 
freedom from the home , goes 
on. 

Since its birth in the mills 
and factories where working 
women first began to organise, 
capitalism has proved unable 
and unwilling to meet their 
needs and aspirations. 

Todav, outworn and out
dated , - like its legacy of 
idle machines and empty 
factories , it has shown that it 
never can. 

A~kt , · 
( , ~( ,;•' 
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IRAN 

Shah'~ dictatorship rocked 
Iran's repressive dictatorship under the Shah 
has been rocked during the last six months by 
the biggest wave of strikes, demonstrations and 
riots for years. 

The apparently solid rule of the world's 
richest man, backed up by the most 
sophisticated weaponry, has been incapable of 
preventing a huge movement of outright 
opposition to the regime. Even the most brutal 
and systematic repression of 2 military 
dictatorship cannot outlaw the class struggle. 

by protest wave 

The year ended with thousands coming out into the 
streets of Qom in January , only to be met by the barrels 
of army guns which murderously m owed down 100. 
Forty days later , the traditional time of mourning , a 
march in Tabriz was 

The 'land reform ' managed 
to expropriate the land of 
1,200,00 peasants and pushed 
500,000 off the land com
pletely. The peasant popula
.tion has fallen drastically as 
they move to the towns-from 
18 million today Uust half of 
the total population of 34 
million) it is estimated to fall 
by 13 million by 1982. The 
wealthy farmers were the ones 
to benefit. 

The Health and Education 
Corps were designed to con
trol the peasantry and still 
55 % of the population is 
illi terate. As wages in the 
towns have risen , farmers 

attacked b y machine guns 
and tanks, leaving many 
dead a nd 450 arrested
judging b y the nightmarish 
torture chambers in Iran 
it is h ard to say which was 
the worse fate. 

Yet after another forty 
days the marchers came 
out in even greater num
bers in open defiance of 
the police . In three days of 
protests the police attacks 
and rioting spread like 
wildfire to 25 other cities 
and towns throughout the 
country, leaving an official 
death toll fifteen times as 
great. 

By May Tehera n and six 
other cities were rife with 
demonstrations lasting 
eight days. Signiiicantly, 
this time workers answered 
the inevitable bloodshed 
with a general strike in the 
capital and in Tibriz. 

Economy 
The speeding economic train 
based on limitless oil is 
grinding to a halt . But the 
new industrial working class 
h as greatly increased its 
strength and is preparing for 
the battles ahead . 

The economic growth of 
Iran since the war has been 
phenomenal. In 1947, Iran 
had only 175 large enter
prises , employing a total of 
100,000 workers. By 1972 
these figures were 6,000 and 
1,800,000! 

Between 1972 and 1975 oil 
revenue jumped up by 7 times 
from 1.50 dollars a barrel to 
10.20 . This sudden wealth 
led to a huge boom and the 
Gross National. Product rose 
by 34 % in 1973:4 and by 42% 
the fo llowing year. 

Iran appeared to con~li
date a position of economic 
stability as the oil exports 
ensured a balance of pay
ments surplus which rose 
from 500 million dollars in 
1972 to 1,600m the following 
year and 5,250 million dollars 
by 1974-5. 

However . inflation was let 
rip. The money supply rose by 
60% in 1974-5 and another 
34 % in 1975-6. Petrochem
i<::als greatly expanded and 
Western firms were attracted 
by cheap labour , lucrative 
contracts. and state repres
sion of trade unions. The 
offici al figures suggest that 
the workers benefitted from 
this boom. Due to the labour 
shortage and heroic strikes, 
wages went up. 

A national minimum wage 
was introduced, which rose 
36% in 1974-5 and 42% in 
1975-6. There was a long 
running programme of land 

By Tim l.ewis 

(W akefield LPYS) 

cannot pay labourers and 
reform aimed at redistribu- prices of food have been kept 
ting the land to the peasants down, so the production of 
and also a national literacy food has failed to keep up 
prgramme. _ with demand. 

But these figures hide the 
effects of run-away inflation, 
despite the 11/ 2 billion dollars 
spent in subsidies to hold 
down prices. Rents in Tehe
ran are as high as in Paris and 
consume 60-70% of wages. 
Whilst a car is twice as 
expensive as in Britain. wages 
at the Gazor Timber Co . , for 
working from 5 in the 
morning t0 8 at night , with 
compulsory overtime , are 79p 
a day. 

Many wages are about £40 
a year. The minimum wage is 
a farce as 73% of workers 
earn less than it. 

Exploitation 
There are numerous 'fines' 

on workers and unemploy
ment is high , especially in 
Hamadan where half of the 
active population of 124,000 
is unemployed . On top of 
this , working hours range 
between 10 and 18 a day . 

General living conditions 
are very bad-Teheran ~oes 
not even have a sewage 
sys tem! Children start work 
officially a t 12 . 

A widespread scandal is ,he 
numbe r of 7 yea r olds 
working in carpet factories 
who suffer from tuberculosis 
and rickets. The working 
conditions of some women are 
so destructive to their health 
that "most of the women of 
Kash a n and Aaran give 
Ceasarian births." 

The boom has benefitted 
the ruling class alone. The top 
10% of tlie population ac
count for 40% of total 
spending in a desperate orgy 
of consumption side by side 
with horrific poverty and 
misery for millions. 

Peasants' wages are 3-6 
times lower than city wor
kers' . Meanwhile the old 
middle classes of craftsmen 
have collapsed , unable to 
compete . 
By 1976 the spending spree 
was over. The balance of 
payments was transformed 
into a deficit of 97 million 
dollars and the 1976 budget 
was also in deficit. 

The boom placed great 
st rains on the economy. There 
was a shortage of skilled 
labour, huge wastage and 
corruption. Oil was in over
supply and Saudi Arabia 
could hold down the price . 

Production, excluding oil , 
fell in 1972 by 12% . Oil 
production declined by 6-7 o/o 
as p ressure fe ll and wells 
dried up. 

The economic base rests on 
just 34m peop le . mostly very 
poor. thus limit ing the mar
ket for manufac tures. Due to 

trade barriers there has been 
little expansion abroad. 

There is overcapacity , with 
one foundry working at only 
70% of possible output. 
Businessmen are pulling out 
and investment is low. The 
'Financial Times' paints a 
bleak picture of Iran : "Infla-

tion, high housing costs , 
inadequate power supplies, 
shortages of construction ma
terials, poor roads , inefficient 
distribution, the shortage of 
skilled manpower , and the 
acceleration of the urban
rural gap ." 

The 'Westernisation' that 
took place freed many women 
from old Moslem laws and in 
general undermined the Isla
mic faith. But it also led to 
increased discontent amongst 
Iran's minorities, which am
ount to half the total popu
lation. The new austerity is 
doubly dangerous because it 
is frustrating the new expec
tations of the working class 
whose labour has produced 
Iran's wealth. 

Against this backclo.th of 
economic strain and crisis is 

the coming revolt of the 
industrial working class 
which the ruling class fear so 
much . Repression is not new 
to Iran. In 1953 the CIA 
helped the Shah to take power 
in return for de-nationalising 
the oil business . 

The Dirctor of Military 
Assistance told the US Con
gress: "The guns they had in 
their hands, the trucks they 
rode in, the armoured 
cars that they drove through 
the streets, and the radio 
communications that permit
ted their control, were all 
furnished through the mili- _ 
tary defence assistance pro
gramme ... had it not been for 
this programme, a govern
ment unfriendly to the US 
probably would now be in 
power." 

Army 
As well as huge oil conces

sions. the US also received big 
mili tary contracts which en- ' 
abled the Shah to ~xpand his 
armed forces. 1 ;,e army was 
expanded from 120 ,000 men 
to 190.000 and a navy of 
4,000 and an airforce of 
8 ,00'1 were created. 2,000 
Iranian soldiers were tra ined 
in the US. 

nie role of these armed 
bodies of men , armed to the 
teeth with the most modern 
and expensive equipment was 
obvious. Hubert Humphrey 
reported an Iranian General 
as saying: "the army was in 

The Shah 

good shape , thanks to US 
aid-it was now capable of 
coping with the civil popula
tion." 

Total military aid, up to 
1969, was 938 million dollars. 
The Iranian secret police, 
SA V AK , was formed using 
s0me FBI methods . It now 
has an incredible 65,000 
agents! 

The Nationalist Party was 
smashed and the Tudeh 
(Communist Party), including 
600 army officers, was atom
ised. Iran is now the lyrich pin 
for US and British imperial
ism in the Middle East and 
Persian Gulf . 

The so-called "White Rev
olution" of reforms merely 
made the rich richer and poor 
poorer and did little to change 
Iran into a modern , capital
ist , manufacturing industrial 
contry . Torture is widespread 
and there are 40,000 political 
prisoners who were tried in 
military courts without any 
defence lawyers. There are, 
on average, two executions a 
week . 

There has been unrest in 
the prisons , including a 4 
week hunger strike. On one 
occasion 7 families met 

together to discuss the situa
tion. 12 of their children had 
been shot by the authorities , 
15 members were in prison, 
and 5 members had disap
peared mysteriously'. 

The economic crisis and 
political repression have led 
to hundreds of industrial 
battles. Over the last 6 
months most cities h·ave 
witnessed bloody clashes be
tweeen demonstrators and the 
police . 

Independent trade unions 
are not allowed, strikes and 
demonstrations are illegal. 
Recent political protests have 
seen police break up demon
strations , arrest pickets, and 
kill strikers : So terrified are 
the ruling class of the 
workers ' smouldering anger 
that army units are present in 
factories , like the Aryamehr 
steel mill , employing over 
3,000, where there are 500 
police agents and an army 
unit. 

There is only one l'egal 
political party, the Rastakhiz , 
whose candidates · are vetted 
by SA V AK. It is simply a 
cover for the Shah's rule by 
decree . 

The multi-millionaire 
Shah, who has completely 
ignored the paper constitu
tion and imposes a tight press 
censorship, is now ending the 

food subsidies and is bring
ing in a new labour code with 
an emphasis on discipline and 
raisir.g p;·oductivity. He also 
intends to end the bonus 
system , which will represent a 
wage cut of 20o/o. 

The industrial working 
class has lead a courageous 
struggle against these condit
ions . In 15 years its 
numbers have trebled to 2.5m 
and there are now over 16m 
people in the tawn~. 

Since 1972 there has been a 
whole series of strikes. In the 
Rambler Motor Company 
workers have struck against 
the presence of a semi-

Peasants forced off the land arrive homeless In one of Iran '• 
swelling cities 



Tanks were used to kill 100 demonstraton In Teheran on May 12th 

military unit and for free 
election of their own represen
tatives . 

1973 saw a series of 
successful strikes for higher 
wages and 4,000 workers in 
the Abadan oil refinery struck 
twice and received a wage 
rise. 

In Teheran, factories , taxi 
drivers , and the Teheran 
market have been on strike . 
In 1971 2,000 workers of .a 
textile factory marched on 
Teheran to demand a wage 
rise. The police shot three of 
them. 

The ruthl~ss attitude of· the 
bosses was shown in June 
1974 when the Tabriz Tran
sport Factory workers went on 
strike for higher wages . One 
of their leaders, Majid Saleh 
Jahani , a veteran trade union
ist, was elected to speak at a 
strike meeting. 

Democratic rights 
During the speech he 

paused to drink a glass of 
water. Almost immediately he 
collapsed and was rushed to 
hospital where he started to 
vomit blood. He died the next 
day . 

On top of this mounting 
opposition has exploded this 
year's street demonstrations 
and clashes elevating the 
opposition to the regime onto 
a higher level. The Shah is 
beginning to lose his grip . 

The students and middle 
class are moving into oppo
sition as well. The austerity 
programme hits them and 
they are restriced by the lack 
of democracy and the number 
of political prisoners. 

Significantly, it is even 
affect ing the army. A former 
lranian lieutenant stated that 
'These lower-ranking officers 

and soldiers do not believe in 
the regime at all." 

General Darakhachani 
died in prison , accused of 
spying for the Russians- the 
second general convicted of 
spying in · 4 months. In 
January, Ali Naqi Rabbani , a ' 
senior Education Minister 
was similarly accused. Cor
ruption and 'baksheesh' is 
undermining the regime . 

The ruling class is splitting 
in the face of the growing 
opposition and the horrific 
crimes of SA V AK . On an 
international level. the coup 
in Afghanistan seriously th
reatens Iran ·, horders . Her 
huge military expenditure 

which increased by 1.5 billion 
dollars last year is adding new 
strains to the dwindling 
Iranian resources. 

The role of British and US 
imperialism has been to prop 
up this reactionary military
police dictatorship of the 
richest man in the world. 
Between January and June 
1977 , the U K exported £325m 
in goods to Iran . It is British 
and American military equip
ment that is repressing work
ers in Iran and in the Persian 
Gulf. 

The British labour move
ment must demand an end to 
arms supplies to Iran and to 
SA V AK operations in this 
country. We must support the 
tremendous struggles of the 
workers for the right to form 
trade unions , the right to 
strike , for an end to political 
imprisonment , and for free 
dom of speech and assembly. 

These demands for democrat
ic rights and the workers' 
demands for a living wage 
tied to the cost of living, land 
to the peasants , guaranteed 
prices , minimum standards 
for working conditions to be 
enforced by free trade unions , 
freely available health and 
education facilities for all , 
will be taken up by ever and 
ever wider layers of the 
population . Around the 
struggle for these demands 
the workers will throw up 
their own organisations upon 
which the labour movement 
will be built. 

Workers' 
democracy 

But Iranian capitalism is 
incapable of providing these 
basic democratic rights and 
social reforms. The struggle 
against the Shah 's dictatorial 
regime must be a struggle for 

the overthrow of capitalism , 
for the nationalisation of 
Iran's tremendous industrial 
resources under workers' con
trol an d management. A 
socialist plan of production 
could expand Iran's economy 
on a permanent, not a fitful , 
basis-for the benefit of the 
whole of society. 

With an internationalist 
appeal to the workers and 
peasants of neighboring coun
tries a workers democracy in 
Iran would break the grip of 
imperialism and blaze the 
trail for a Socialist Middle 
East and Asia. 

RIOT POLICE RIOT 
"San Sebastian suburb wrecked by 

riot police" ... "Police 'looting in Basque 

town'". 

These headlines were not in left-wing 

journals, but in last Friday's editions of 

'The Times' and 'The Guardian'. That 

helps to convey the extent of the latest 

outrages of the frenzied thugs in the 

Spanish riot police. 
Even sections of the Spanish ruling class 

have been wringing their hands in despair at 
the uncontrollable violence of those 
supposedly responsible for maintaining law 
and order. Both in Pamplona the previous 
weekend and in the San Sebastian suburb of 
Renteria on Thursday , the police either 
ignored or even deliberately acted contrary 
to the orders of government officials. 

In P.amplona , thousands were gathered 
for the traditional festival of St Fermin 
during which bulls are let loose in th~ 
streets. But this year it was the riot police 
~ho were let .loose: A few youths jumped 
m to the bull-nng With a banner proclaiming 
the words "Amnesty, Freedom". 

This was greeted with cheers from some of 
the crowd , boos from others and there was 
some fighting in the stands. Then in poured 
the police, wildly firing smoke bombs and 
tear gas into the crowd. 

The crowd returned the fire with stones 
and bottles. The police then drew their guns 
and started firing into the crowd. Spectators 
fled to the exits in panic. 

One was shot dead , Jerman Rodriguez, a 
member of the Revolutionary Communist 
League. 135 were injured . Cars and shops 
were burned out. 

As 200,000 tourisrs hastily evacuated the 
ciry, fighting continued in the streets. One 
of those to suffer a beating from the police 
was an Irish diplomat, whose credentials 
didn't save him. When he complained to the 
local police chief, he explained that "The 
police were Bompletely out of control"! 

As 5,000 gathered for Comrade Rodgri
guez's funeral, the riot police were keot in 
their barracks, yet soon afterwards they 
were again on the streets, firing rubber 
bullets and tear gas at barricades set i.Ip by 
Basque demonstrators. 

The reaction of Basque workers was 
immediate. In Bilbao and Vit oria, 
demonstrations and a one-day strike were 
called. Other sections of society joined in the 
protests. One Basque priest declared in a 

• 
account 
attack in 

serm on, "Ne\e before have so few inflicted 
suffering , . , ~ · 0 rn any." 

In Pamplona the rest of the St Fermin 
festivities were cancelled after the organisers 
fa1led to get acceptance of their demands for 
the withdrawal of all riot police from . the 
streets, the resignation of the Civil Governor 
?f the Navarra province and a judicial 
mvest1gat10n into the shooting in the 
bull-ring. 

Throughout the week demonstrations 
continued . The town of San Sebastian was 
virtually cut off a fter the railway had been 
blown up and all roads blocked in protest at 
the death of a student in the town in an 
earlier demonstration on Monday. Factories 
and shops were closed as more workers 
came out on strike. 

Then, on Thursday, after mosl workers 
had returned to work, came the events in 
Renteria. Acting not only without orders 
but in fa ct in defiance of orders to th~ 
contrary, 200 riot police left their barracks 
and descended on the suburb at lunch time . 
Windows of shops, cafes and offices were 
smashed, smoke grenades were fired into 
flats, telephones were ripped out. 

When the Mayor of Renteria and the 
Secretdry of the Municipal Council 
watching in amazement as police smashed 
up an ice cream shop, approached the 
captain in charge, they were told not to 
interfere! 

The Civil Governor of Guipuzcoa when 
asked to explain the police action, 
explamed, " I'm furiou s. I had not given 
orders for police to enter the town , but the 
captam commanding them disobeyed me. " 
He summoned police chiefs to hi s office and 
told them "I \vill not let this go unpuni shed. 
Measures will be taken to punish those 
responsible." 

Basque workers will not only echo that 
but turn hi s words against him and all th~ 
other government officials who ha ve let 
Franco's old gang of thugs in uniform 
remain in existence, arrogantly beating up 
workers and students and showing contempt 
for the "democracy" which is supposed to 
have been introduced by King Juan Ca rlos 
and Prime Minister Suarez. 

The events in Pamplona and Renteria 
have proved the point made consistentlv bv 
the Marxists in Spain, that the militarv
police machine created· by Franco !o 
terrorise the working class, cannot be 
controlled by the good intentions of political 
leaders. Along with the capitalist system 
wh1ch spawned it, it has to be destroyed root 
and branch. 

of an earlier police 
Madrid 

" ... Suddenly we heard 
the crack of rifle fire. We 
went to the main street to 
investigate. Police cars by the 
dozen were tearing up and 
down the street ami -
everywhere there were police, 
armed with grenade 
launchers and sub-machine 
guns. 

emphasise the point he gave a 
good old fashioned clout on 
the back with his grenade 
launcher! 

notorious Carabanchel 
Prison. 

As one small group 
unfurled an anarchist banner 
in the middle of a crowd of 
American and German 
tourists the police, as 
Impartial as ever, fired a 

Without warning, one of 
them came charging at us. 
Thinking he was about to fire 
a rubber bullet down the 
street we jumped aside. My 
friend discovered that what he 
really wanted was for us to 
"move along please." Just to 

As we turned to leave we 
were confronted with our 
'friendly bobby's' friend 
complete with a sub-machine 
gun he kept prodding us with 
just to make sure we got the 
message. 

We discovered a few 
minutes later the reason for 
this hospitality. Small groups 
of anarchists, no more than 
20-30 at a time, were 
protesting at the death of a 
comrade, murdered in 

· rubber-bullet directly at tbe 
crowd, much to tbe surprise 
of tbe tourists. 

All the talk about 
democracy is rubbish while 
the teJrOr squad remains in 
the hands of the bosses." 

Willie King 
(Queen's Park LPYS) 

INTERNATIONAL 
NOTE~ 

Bolivian 
election 

The cosmetic "election" held 
in Bolivia las t week-the first 
for twe lve years-in an 
attempt by the military reg
ime to give itself a democratic 
image has been proved to be a 
transparent fraud . Obser-
vors for human rights organi
sations have already exposed 
1,160 cases of intimidation 
and electoral irregularities. 

ln many polling stations 
voting slips carrying the 
names of opposition candi
dates (voters put one slip in 
the ballot box) appeared to be 
"missing". The names of' 
government candidates were 
miraculously excluded from 
this plague! In one main 
polling station in the capital, 
La Paz, only fi ve out of eight 
name-s lips were on offer to 
the voters. 

'The Times' reported one 
man as saying " I wa nted to 
vote for the Socialists but, as 
there was no slip, I cast a 
blank vote". In rural areas 
troops were used to help 
electors vote the " right way". 

There is no doubt as to the 
outcome of this rigged "elec
tion" . But just in case, the 
dictatorship has enough time 
to redress any imbalance
the resu lts will not be 
announced until the end of 
the month . 

American 
Nazis 

There was no murder of 6 
million Jews in Hitler's con-
centration camps, " but if 
there was, they deserved 
it-just like they're going to 
deserve it this time." 

This was the message from 
Frank Collin, fuhrer of the 
American Nazis at an open 
air rally in Chicago last week. 
"This time we are going to 
finish the job" added the 
leader of their St Louis 
branch . 

Th e 20 'Stor mtroopers' 
gat hered a round their Nazi 
flag relied on l ,500 police to 
protect them from the thou
sands of protesters trying to 
reach the Nazi s to fini sh off 
their ovm job . Faced with 
mounting opposition the Na
zis have called off a planned 
march in Skokie, a Jewish 
area, even though an appeal 
court over-ruled attempts by 
lower courts and the Chicago 
coun cil to ban it. 

The Nazis won assistance 
from a surpri se ally-the 
extreme libera ls of the Nat
ional Council for Civil Liber
ti es, who wanted to uphold 
the right to free speech as an 
abstract principles. Hitler 
didn 't listen to the reasoned 
appeals of hi s opponents as he 
destroyed free speech and 
murdered millions of Jews, 
Socialists and trade unionists 
in gas chambers , and neither 
will his followers today. Real 
democratic rights \vill only be 
defended by the mass mobili
sation of the labour move
ment. 
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LETTERS ~l'U: Militant. 1 Mentmore Terrace. London E8 3PN; -

The 
real 

criminals 
Dear Comrades 

Because I have plenty of 
spare tUne, being on the dole, 
I went to the city library to 
read the papers. I picked up 
the Conservative monthly 
news and read tK-1? different 
accounts of what causes 
crime in this country. 

The first was by Ma 
Thatcher who said that there 
»US not enough priority on 
keeping our police force up to 
strength. To do this will cost 
more money but it will be well 
spent(spending money on this 
instead of education and the· 
NHS?]. 

She also said "we are too 
ready to listen to people who 
say the increase in the crime 
rate is due to unemployment, 
low pay and bad housing". 
Rising crime, she said, is not 
due to society. 

On the same page Mr 
David Howell MP stated that 
bad housing fosters crimi
nality and criminality breeds 
if you allow it to do so. So we 
have here tK-1? different ac
counts on the subject from the 
Tory party. 

Clearly the bosses' party 
does not understand the 
'stigma' of being unemployed 
or b~ing lowly paid, they 
cannot understand the mean
ing of the K-~?rd need, or living 
on an income allowing little 
luxury in life. It is these 
factors that turn people in a 
desperate position to crime. 

The real criminals are those 
responsible for putting people 
in that postion-the indust
rialists who close factories 
and pay bad »Uges. I K-~?rked 
in a store in Newcastle where 
it »US rare to come out with 
more than £30 per week even • 

Neutron bomb: which target? 
Dear Comrades 

The neutron bomb is a 
nuclear weapon designed to 
kill people with radiation 
while minimising the damage 
done by the blast of the 
explosion and minimising the 
residual radiation . I therefore 
read with some interest an 
article in the May issue of the 
Scientific American written 
by F Kaplan , a university 
expert . 

The main theme was that 
the neutron bomb was of 
" doubtful utility". A reassur
ing phrase when reading the 
description of · its effects : 
"Exposure to 650 rads func
tionally impairs a human 
being within two hours .. more 
likely a painful , lingering 
physical deterioration ends in 
death within a couple of 
weeks". 

The avowed reason for the 
introduction of this device is 
that in the event of a Warsaw 
Pact invasion of Western 

though the firm »US making 
massive profits. 

The criminals responsible 
for bad housing and condi
tions are !he banks, building 
societies and loan sharks who 
hold local authorities to 
ransom forcing the local 
authorities to cut down spen
ding . 

Only a socialist society can 
put an end to crime, where 
peoples' wants and needs will 
be satisfied r;nd therefore 
there will be no need to turn 
to crime. We must fight for 
this, through the 'Militant', 
in the labour and trade union 
movement, and put an end to 
the real criminals in society. 

Yours fraternally 
.foe Cox 
Wallsend CLP 

Tory 
split 

Dear Comrades 
I read the article on the 

spl its within the Tory Party in 
last week's Militant with great 
interest. The first few parag
raphs brought back a conver
sation I heard between two, 
what looked like senior exec
utives, in the central lobby, 
Westminster (where visitors 
to parliament wait to see their 
MPs). 

The youngtO:r of the two 
(about 45-50) remarked "I 
K-~?nder if we will see Margar

'et? You know I think she has 
got the right idea about how 
to run the country. " 

The older, lower, executive, 
rather timidly said "to be 
quite truthful I think Mrs 
Thatcher is more of a liability 
to the country than anything 
else". 

The reply to this rather 
startled me . "Yes, I suppose 
so. " Then he added sternly, 
"I hope you don 'tiel any out
side person know your views· 
of this subject. ' 'The whole 
issue was then dropped ;there 
were strangers about who 
should not be allowed to know 
about the Tory splits and 
what big business thinks of 
Mrs Thatcher. 

Yours fraternally 
Gordon Wilson 
Stirling Falkirk and Grang
mouth LPYS 

Europe , neutron bombs could 
be used to destroy the 
invat.ing army and in partic 
ular it's tanks ,and by using 
neutron bombs instead of 
current 'tactical' nuclear wea 
pons the damage and residual 
fall ou t would be reduced. 
lsn 't it touching to see the 
concern of the Nato military 
for the people of central 
Europe! 

The author shows however 
that to stop such an invasion 
vast numbers of neutron 
bombs would have to be used 
to get the radiation densities 
necessary. that probably oth
er nuclear weapons would 
have to be used as well and 
anyway that the Rus~ians 

would retaliate with a massive 
nuclear bombardment of 
their own. In short, the 
damage to property and the 
residual fallout would be very 
much the same with or 
without the introduction of 
the neutron bomb. 

What the article shows is 
that while being of "doubtful 
utility" in the rapid destruc
tion of a tank army. the 
weapon would be highly 
suitable for the extermination 
of lightly armed men if you 
had no regular army to do it 
with! A situation of a popular 
uprising and army insurrec
tion for example, where a 
fairly low dose of neutrons 

· would result in massive 
casualties while factory dam
age and residual fallout would 
be limited, using neutron 
bombs . 

I'm sure that this appli
cation of the neutron bomb 
has not escaped the notice of 
"our" military leaders and 
that the neutron bomb is 
intended to add to the 
growing armoury of weapons 
aimed not at the USSR but at 
us , the working class of the 
world . 

Yours fraternally 
Jerry Cope 

DRUG FIRM 
BRIBE FOR 

PROFIT 
Dear Comrades 

This morning at the end of an out-patient clinic a 
sales rep from Glaxo came in to tell us about a new 
antibiotic. There were four doctors and he gave each 
of us a plastic folder [with 'Giaxo' printed on it] 
containing a note pad, a biro and a pamphlet about 
the antibiotic: a 49 page, two colour, ring-bound 
pamphlet printed on very expensive paper; a glossy 
folded card printed in three colours to remind one 
about the drug's uses and dosage; and a 6 page data 
sheet about the drug. 

Then to share between us-a 200 page record of a 
scientific conference about the drug. [The conference 
was sponsored by Glaxo]. I forgot-he also gave us 
each another biro with the names of various Glaxo 
products on it! 

The total cost of these bribes I estimate to be about 
six to eight pounds, plus the rep's wages and 
expenses. Many other doctors will get the same 
'treatment'. I asked the rep how much the drug cost. 
Answer:£31.50 for a five day comse [plus VAT]. 

Four days earlier, after another clinic, a rep from 
May and Baker came in and offered to arrange a film 
show about another antibiotic with a buffet lunch 
[wine included] for the smgeons at this hospital. 

Who dares say the drug companies should not be 
nationalised to save the NHS money? 

Yours fraternally 
A Junior Hospital Doctor 

Dear Comrades over the summer. I hope you 
We're told that we live in a don't bring politics on to the 

democratic society where we shop floor." 
have basically the 'freedoms' After working there for 
to do whatever we choose. three . weeks, one of the 
Alas this is not the case as students, "studying law" sold 
some friends of mine found copies of the 'Militant' to 
out last week. each student and they read 

Four students in Stafford these during their breaks at 
were lucky enough to get work. The following day the 
summer jobs at a local foreman approached the poli-
factory : These jobs were tics student and said . "Don't 
availab le because of a strike • bring those papers into the 
over wages, some months factory, we don't allow any 
back , and to a back-log of political papers in here, 
work . whether they're Tory or 

One of the students was whatever". 
asked at his interview what he Because he studied politics 
studied and he replied "poli- (and the foreman had obvi-
tics and history" . The inter- ously been informed of that 
viewer immediately leaned fact) it was taken for granted 
across the table and said " We that he was the one who sold 
don't want any reds in here the paper. . - ;. 

BIG-TIME 
TAX DODGERS 

Dear 'Militant' 
The Tories never tire of 

telling us "pri\'a te enterprise" 
suffers from an '' excessi\·e 
burden of taxation" and that 
one of the things needed to 
"get the economy back on its 
feet" is to reduce this 
"excessive burden of tax
ation" . which wou ld lead to 
higher profits and hence to 
more jobs. 

In fact, 'The Guardian' 
tells us that "over the past 
three years .. . Corporation Tax 
(the tax on Company Profits) 
has fallen from 20.1 "lo to 
15.3% of all Inland Revenue 
receipts" and that " .. using 
constant prices, Corporation 
Tax revenue actually fell 
sharply by 46% in the ten 
years to 1977-8". 

This amounts to extra 
profits for the bosses so. 
according to the Tories. we 
should have see n higher 
investment and more jobs. It 
doesen 't take an economic 
expert to realise this hasn't 
happened. 

In fact . investment in 
manufacturing industry ex-

pressed in constant 1970 
prices. actually fell from 
£1.851.2 millions to £1. 761.3 
millions between 1968 and 
1977: We have also had 
l '/1million unemployed for a 
long time now ro there isn't 
any sign of higher profits 
leading to more jobs. as the 
Tories claim it should. 

Once again. the capi talist s 
have shown us that all they 
are interested in is their own 
short-term profits. not in 
pro\·iding more jobs. If people 
have to live in misery on the 
dole because it is 'unprofit 
ab:e· to employ them . then so 
be it-they don 't care . 

It 's high time these com 
panies were placed under 
democratic workers' control. 
Only then cou ld a social ist 
plan of production ensure 
that the wealth created by the 
workers is used for the benefit 
of all. instead of being 
frittered away in speculation 
and pickings for the rich . as it 
IS now. 

You rs fraternally 
Duncan Bowdler 
West Gloucestershire CLP 

THE POWER OF 
THE PRESS BARONS 

Dear Comrades 
In case any of us ever 

become complacent about the 
need to sell the 'Militant', I 
would like to quote one of the 
press barons interviewed re
cently on Anglia Television . 
The remarks of Victor Mat
thews, chairman of the Traf
algar House group which 
publishes the Daily Express, 
certainly made my blood boil . 

Commenting on recent un
rest among his workforce he 
growled , "Unless I get the 
support that I want here, then 
why waste my time? There are 
easier ways of making prof
its .. . " . That sentence sums 
up capitalism and exposes the 
myth of the kind bosses , a 
myth unfortunatefy often be
lie't'ed by some of our leaders. 

Does Matthews keep the 
plant open because he wants 

Here we have a situation 
where a man or woman can 't 
e_ven read what they choose 
during a break at work. I 
wonder whether the foreman 
would have taken the same 
attitude if the students had 
been reading 'The Times' . 

The bosse$ are frightened 
of the ideas in our paper 
spreading through their work
force, and rightfully so too. 
Unfortunately for them the 
banning of 'Mil itant' is 
precisely the way for us to get 
it known in the factory. 
Workers will be even more 
keen to take and read our 
paper . 

Yours fraternally 
J Kenny 
Chairman , Stafford and 
Stone LPYS · 

to give employment to work
ers? On the contrary, he 
keeps it open because it earns 
more money for him and his 
shareholders . His real feelings 
towards his labour force are 
shown when he menacingly 
threatens , "I would love to go 
down onto the shopfloor with 
power of hire and fire ." 

He concedes that were it 
not for the strength of the 
prin !workers' unions he 
would cut his labour force by 
between 30-40%. It is only 
the strength of the workers 
organisations which has so far 
foiled his attempts, but 
ultimately under capitalism 
he can close the presses at a 
moments notice and he and 
his kind will always attempt 
to do so when they smell 
higher profits elsewhere. 

Finally he arrogantly says 
that "If its our money we 'll be 
the ultimate sanction in what 
goes in the paper ." 

Reading these few words 
have made me , and I'm sure 
many others more determined 
than ever to replace private 
ownership and control with 
socialism and workers' con
trol and management. 

Fraternally 
Robin Clapp 
Bristol South LPYS 

OUT NOW 
Militant 
International 
·Review 
No 14 
* Behind the 'Liberal' 
mask: the brutal face of 
Toryism. 

* The colonial revolution 
and the def"rnted workers' 
states. 
Pri~ 40p. Av.Uable from 'Mill
taut' aellen or order from world 
boob [cub with order: add lOp 
pcMta&e for Individual copiN: 
ltalk orders pOit free] • 
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FOLLOW SLUMP WITH BOOM 
After a magnificent two 
weeks for the fighting fund 
in which nearly £4,000 was 
raised, we have plummet· 
ted right down to £445.18 

It would appear that 
quite a few supporters 
have been taking things 
easy this week after the 
final push for the half year 
target. Hopefully, how
ever , everyone will be 
making up for it next week 
by sending in large sums of 
money from the tax re
bates. (See Special Ap
peal). 

This is no time for com
rades to ease their efforts just 
because the second quarter is 
out of the way and only begin 
again as the end of the third 
quarter looms in sight. As 
well as raising the question of 
money week in and week out 
to get every penny we need to 
improve the quality of the 
paper, last week's NF attack 
on our building demands 
immediate action . 

Every supporter and reader 
of the paper is being asked to 
make a special donation in 
response to the 'Premises 
Appeal' -as much as they qn 
affor-d and as soon as possible. 

Then the best follow up 
would be thousands more 
commitments to regular 
weekly donations. Militant 
has been based and built on 
donations and support from 
the Labour and Trade Union 
movement. Now more than 
ever, each organisation and 
individual member should be 
approached for a financial 
contribution. 

Although this week's total 
is well down, supporters in 
those areas which have gone 

TIUSWEEK 

£445 

forward have worked hard at 
raising the money-from the · 
pennies and half-pennies col
lected in Peterborough 
(£5.50) and Hull (£3.22) to 
the £10 from B. Connors of 
East Merseyside, plus a!! the 
fund-raising activities. 

Many thanks to all those 
comrades who have made 
personal donations this week 
including: J. Rubenstein and 
P. Brown (Hull) £1.11, J. 
Locke (Newham) . £1.90 , 
Wobeys (Hackney) £2 .00, A. 
Nicholes (Ardwick) £2 .00 , P . 
Rubinstein (Liverpool) £3.00 , 
D. Short (Gloucester) £2.50 
and Port Talbot supporters 
£2.00. 

£1 donations were received 
from the following: P. Murray 
and D. Bostock (both from 
Harlow), B. Bundy (Ports
mouth), D. Edwards (Penge) , 
A. Darnton and D. Beddows 
(both from Lambeth US
DAW), P. Russo (Newham 
NW) , B. Costello (Maryle
bone) , R. Taylor and P. 
Bamford (both from Liver
pool) , C. Knights (Notting
ham NUPE), P . Warren 
(Birmingham West) , P . Cun
ningham (Dumfermline), P . 
Davey and M. Munn (both 
from Caerphilly) and A. 
Miller (East Kilbride) . 

On the fund-raising side, 
money has come in from a 
variety of sources. From 
extras on sales of the paper 
alone we received over £30. 

£5 .00 came in from the sale 
of a pram and a cooker in 
Peterborough and another 

School 
Students 
Need 
Socialist 

£5.00 came in from wedding 
expenses in Nottingham. £30 
was made at a jumble sale in 
North London and £12.20 
came in from 'catalogue 
commission' in Leeds. 

A social in the West 
London area raised £17.00 
and one in the Birmingham 
area made £12.50. £6.00 was 
made on the sale of food 
during the Labour Party 
Broadcast on Youth in the 
Birmingham area and £2.21 
was made on the sale of 
sandwiches at a meeting in 
the London area . 

From union expenses in 
Brent we received £6.50 and 
from speaker's expenses in 
Slough, £4.00. The selling of 
pontoon tickets in Southend 
raised £4 .00 and in Notting
ham £1.45. 

A collection at Hendon 
South LP meeting raised 
£1.02 and one at a Trade 
Union Discussion Group in 
Ardwick raised £1.00. At a 
Marxist Discussion Group in 
Southport there was also a 
collection which raised £1.60. 

From Hampstead LPYS we 
received £1.00, from Toxteth 
LPYS £2.00 and from Bootle 
LPYS £1.50. 

The rest of the money 
received this week was either 
sent in as 'miscellaneous', 
'small donations ' or 'anon' 
donations such as the one 
from Lewisham oi £5.00 and 
the one from Brent of £6.00 . . 
Many thanks to everyone who · 
sent in money this week. 

Donations for the 'Premises 
Appeal', clearly marked as 
such, should be rushed to the 
Militant offices post haste. 
Please note that these, like all 
cheques and Postal Orders for 
the Fighting Fund, should be 
made out simply to 'Militant'. -

£52,500 NEEDED BY OCTOBER 7th 

FIGHTING FUND CHART £70,000 

Protect our Premises 

Ow &ont windows after the attack [right I aacl the attacken' llplatme (left I 

tH£ SOClAl!ST PAPER 
EVERY WORKER 
SHOULD RfAD 

could have enormous growth. 
A mass NUSS, fighting for 

its programme, would also 
··give it credibility in the labour 

movement itself . This is the 
way to win the recognition by 
the teachers' union and other 

. sections of the labour move
ment. 

LPYS members should 
become active in NUSS 
and branches which have no 
school students should ap
proach their local NUSS 
branch for joint recruitment 
activities. 

The only way that NUSS 
can be taken out of its present 
impasse is through taking up 
socialist policies. The new 
President of NUSS , John 
Mumford, is an LPYS mem
ber. but does not support the 
policies of the LPYS. Inevit
ably , he will be under 
enormous pressure from the 
bureaucrats 'of the YCL not to 
·change the present situation. 

Lead Bradford school students took their lead from Militant In the strike wave earlier thls year 

Only the mass influx of 
school students into NUSS, 
and the ideas of the LPYS, 
could see the growth of NUSS 
from its present shell into a 
mass union representing the 
millions of school students, 
and be able to provide a 
lasting solution to their 
problems. 

The Annual Conference of 
the National Union of 
School Students met re
cently, following a year of 
major activity by school 
students. After the strikes 
and demonstrations in
volving thousands of scho
ol students, the Union 
should have gone from 
strength to strength . How
ever, it has lost over 2, 000 
members during this per
iod. 

This compares very bad
ly to the growth in the 
school student member
ship of the LPYS. which 
has been dramatic, be
cause. .. -:' Uie bold ~fiJer~ 
venti~y LPYS braricbes 
in tl!~s.f demonstrations, · 

armed with the infamous 
LPYS School Student leaf
let, which has aroused the 
hostility of the Tory press . 

Trade unions 
The situation facing the 

union was critically consider
ed by many delegates. Al
though the leadership, dom
inated politically by the 
Young Communist League , 
put it down to the loss of 
benefits from NUS 'J:ravel , 
many delegates saw a more 
significant reason . It was the 
leadership's fear of taking a 
political stance, of linking in 
action with the trade unions , 
and fighting : for socialist 
answers to the pli"gf!t qf.school 
students, which lias ~<1 to this 

decline. 
The LPYS members who 

were delegates gave a lead to 
this feeling . At the start of 
conference, we moved an 
extension to the measly 1'!. 
hours allowed for discussing 
mandates and resolutions . 
Although we were unsuccess
ful in this, the policies of the 
LPYS shone through in all 
major debates . 

We showed that the way to 
defeat racialism and fascism 
was not 'to be friends ' as the 
National Committee thought; 
but to link NUSS to the 
strength of the labour and 
trade union movement, to 
crush the fasciitt ., .. and cam
paign for soc· _ · policies . 

· :-r~is was the _ Jy way to 
ab91i~h the po~~: 4nd bad 

housing which the fascists use 
to win support , playing on the 
fears of working people . 

Much of the activity of 
NUSS in the past year has 
been around the 'School 
Students Charter' . This offers 
some reforms which everyone 
would support, but does not 

go beyond that. 
The problems of school , 

students cannot be solved in 
isolation. If NUSS were to 
fight on class issues , taking 
up the questions of cuts, 
youth unemployment , and 
poverty, as well as issues 
directly in the schools, it 

Bob Campbell 
Delegate,Bexhill NUSS 
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DOCI<ERS BUILD 
INTERNATIONAL 
STRENGTH 

equivalent of the T&GWU 
which in Sweden would have 
drowned the voice of the dock 
worker. The Swedish dockers 
have resisted this and have 
formed the " Swedish Dock-

Following action taken by 
the Port of Hull Docks 
Shop Stewards Committee 
in supporting their Scan
dinavian brothers, there is 
now in embryo an Inter
national Docks Shop Stew
ards committee. 

Meadr'. The ship was workers Union". 

Swedish dockers asked 
the Hull dockers for assis
tance in closing down an 
unregistered wharf in nor
thern Sweden. This was 
successfully carried out by 
the blacking of the Swe
dish ship , the 'Christopher 

blacked by Waiter Cun
ningham , the Chairman of 
the Hull Dncks Shop 
Stewards CG.nmittee and 
backed up by the National 
Port Shop Stewards Com
mittee. The ship could not 
unload its cargo anywhere . 

This action has been taken 
against the Swedish Port 
Employers who had been 
at tempting to scuttle the 
dockers' union, the equivalent 
of ·the British NASD ('Blue 
Union). Their intention was 
to have all dockers in the 

Visit 
The Swedish shlp 'Chris

topher Meadr' was for mon
ths anchored off Port Gu!!
fibe r with nowhere to go and 
nothing to do! Eventually, the 
employers capitulated. By 
way of thanking the Hull 
dockers . a delegation of three 
shop stewards were invited , 
all expenses paid , to visit their 
Swedish brothers. 

Bros. Trevor Branton 
(T&G). Jimmy Woodhead 
(T &G) and Bob Parrish 
(NASD), who is also Secretary 

o f the National Shop Stew
ards Committee. docked into 
the port of Gothenburg on 
May 27th. They were received 
by O!! y Wikstrion , the 
dockers chairman, and a 
delegation of shop stewards 
and officials. An English 
docker working in Gothen
burg. Peter Shore, acted as 
interpreter. The three Hull 
dockers were taken on an 
extensive tour around the 
port s of Sweden. 

Bob Parrish explained what 
the situation was in compar
ison to Britain. "There are 
2.800 dockers in Sweden. the 
majority of whom are in the 
new Swedish Dockers Uni
on. and now a!! auxiliary 
workers are being recruited 
into the union . which will 
mean one union for the ports 
industry. 

"The union was formed in 
March, 1972. and all its 
officials have to stand for 
re-election every three years. 
There are 30 ports in Sweden 
and 17 of them are 100% new 
union. The others are SO % 
new union . except Port Gaul 
which is 100% old union . 

"The Swedish dockers were 
very interested in the way that 

____ , 

Hull dockers talked 
to Alan Hartley 

the Hull dockers organised in 
the two unions , where ' Blue' 
and T &G wo rk and co-oper
ate together and also how they 
vote together when electing 
their shop stewards , so that 
one steward will represent all 
dockers m his section no 
matter what the colour of his 
card." 

Build links 
The three Hull dockers 

were somewhat stunned on 
seeing the working conditions 
of their Swedish counterparts. 
The ports have rest rooms 
with TV's. showers and sauna 
baths. The ports themselves 
are equally. well equipped 
with modern machinery. whi
ch shows a large capital 
investment , in contrast to the 
ports in this country. 

~ .1any meetings were organ
ised for them where they 
exchanged experiences and 
offered each other advice and 
information. A final meeting 
was attended by shop stew-

ards from all over Sweden 
including Gothenburg , Sant
burg . Lanvall , Viking , Olgar 
and Wesman , discussed fut
ure co-operation and activi
ties. Two shop stewards will 
be coming to the next meeting 
in London of our National 
Shop Stewards'· Committee to 
find out about the British 
situation . 

Out of this experience has 
now arisen the perspective of 
a 'Dockers International'. 
Most European and Nordik 
countries will eventually be 
represented , and other coun
tries are also being visited. 

This magnificent move on 
the part of dockers shows in 
practical terms what internat
ionalism is all about . Not only 
is this a beacon to workers in 
other industries to organise 
likewise. but will have enor
mous political significance for 
the working class as a whole 
in the struggle against the 
power of big business inter
nationally. 

Rolls 
Royce 

.Offensive 

Kipling bosses take the cake 

After failing to hammer 
Coventry workers into the 
ground on a 10 % wage 
increase the bosses are now 
trying to implement a 
vicious impruvement plan 
throughout the Rolls Roy 
ce Combin e. This would 
more or less take away the 
"right to strike" by using 
10 % as a carrot. 

This so called " Imp rove · 
men t Pl a n", if accepted 
would have meant: The 10% 
wouldn't be paid if you were 
out sick. Flexibility-"not 
be ing limited by p revious 
agreements". Work overtime 
when told to. A commitment 
to " natural wastage". Non · 
replacement of leavers, rede
ployment and vo luntary early 
retirement. 

Finally the bosses · classic 
clause: "management reserve 
the right to withdraw the 
increase from any individual 
or group if the sp irit and 
intent of these provisions are 
di sregarded". Afte r making 
the offer the bosses then 
info rm ed the workers that the 
offer was "non-negotiable" : 
take it or leave it. 

Bearin g in mind Sir Ken
neth Keith(Chairman of Rolls 
Royce) told us he intended 
"doing the job with as few 
people as possible". It was 
obvious that the offer is 
meant to reduce the work
fc rce at a time when there are 
I.S million unemployed . Not 
sa tisfied with the £16 million 
profit made last year , more 
profits must be made by 
making less people work 
harder . 

The way forward for Rolls 
Royce workers is: 

1. Share the work, 35 hour r 
week without loss of pay , 
with five weeks' holidays. 

2. £85 minimum wage link
ed to the cost of living 
index. 

3. More apprenticeships. 
4 . Full workers' control and 

management. 
5. A- socialist plan of prod

uction to guarantee jobs 
for all. 

By Dave Robbins 
(AUEW Engineering 
Section) 

John Sharpe 
(AUEW I T ASS) 

The canteen women at · 
Kipling Cakes Bakery, 
Manchester are on strike 
for paid meal breaks and 
for back pay to make up 
their wages to the same 
level as one worker in the 
same department to whom 
management . had paid 
more. 

The real issue is the way 
management have stone
walled everv reasonable 
request a n d forced the 
workers to take industrial 
action to m ake the slight
est prog ress. 

Kiplings is part of the 
giant Rank Hovis M c
Dougal Comp a ny whose 
trad in g profit h as risen 
since 1975 b y 18.5%. T he 
shareholders · dividends 
ha1·e risen by 21. 1 o/o while 
the 11·orkforce (mainly on 
the bakery side ot' the 
group) has been reduced 
by 8%. In spi te of its super 
profits the company forces 
disputes over 11·hat am
ounts to pean uts by com
panson. 

The un io n be lieves that 

if improved conditions are 
acceptable for one worker 
in a department then they 
should app ly to all workers 
in that department. The 
management have argued 
that they gave the better 
conditions b y mistake! 
This can ' t be accepted as 
the clock cards are check
ed weekly and if there is 
one thing management-are 
keen on. it is to m ake sure 
that no one gets any more 
th a n " necessary'' b y " mis
take ' ' . 

This strike is just one 
event in a whole string of 
in d ustrial dispute s at this 
bakery. m ost of which 
have been provoked by the 
management. Its getting 
so that each week you 
don't know what new tack 
th ev 11·ill be trying on. The 
11 o rkers are s ick of the 
uncertainty th \,s creates , 
and 11·il! not tolerate these 
tactics. 

bl Val Dunne 
(Bakers Union 
Shop Steward, 
Kip ling Cakes) 

Val Dunne I top left ] was one of the speakers at this year's Bakers Union Conference. 

NEB allow Tress the Newcastle Trades Coun
cil, the AUEW and local 
Labou r Parties. Our AUEW 
branch passed a resolution 
de manding sociali st policies 
to end un empl oyme nt a nd 
workers' control and manage
ment or the NEB and all 
nat ionalised industri es . New
cast le North Labour Part y 
passed it unanimously, ad 
ding that an y firm receiving 
government money should not 
be al lowed to dec lare red un
dancies. 

De~pite the media 's anempts 
to disguise the fact, unem
ployment . in the Nort hern 
Region has risen by 8%. The 
region now has the highest 
le1·el of unemployment in the 
count1y after Northern !re
land. 

In thi s situa tion th e closure 
or Tress, 1vith a loss of over 
300 jobs, is a seve re blow to 
th e reg ion . As reported 
(Militant 407 a nd 409). the 
shop stewa rd s were det ermin
ed to save jobs and ag reed 
unanim ous ly to tak e a ll 
necessary action inclu ding 
occu pation. 

Thi s pol icv was support ed 
by the AUE \V District Com
mitt ee, T yne and Wea r 
Council, Tony Benn and the 
Northern and AUEW spon
sored MPs. 

But the compan y wa s 
det ermined. They wanted 
immediate closure a nd offer
ed payment for th e 90 days 

to close 
instead of using it as a 
consult at ion period, as la id 
d011·n in the Em ployment 
Protec tion Act. 

Against the shop stewards' 
recomme nd a tion, a mass 
meeting decided to accert the 
cl os ure. Thi s was partia lly 
due to the otTer ora lump sum 
payment , a ft er the six-week 
str ik e. and the compa ny's 
threat that if there was a ny 
' troub le' the work ers would 
be in breach of contract , a nd 
an y mon ey wou ld be stopped. 
A.lso the shop stewards were 
not suprorted by the uni on 
offi cial s or the local MP. 

This closure has raised a 
number of qu estions which 
the labour movement mu st 

take up urgem ly. The role of 
th e Na tional Enterpri se Bo
:Jrd i:; a sca ndal. Accordin g to 
Labour 's October election 
1\<lanifesto, it s ai·~l 1vas to 
crea te employmen: 1•:d act as 
a stepping s1one to socia lism. 
In stead it act s like a merchan t 
bank. 

\\ ho decides? 
Yarley. th e mini ste r con

cerned . said th e closure ll'as 
up to tile NEB a nd not hing to 
do >~i th the gowrnm ent. The 
NEB said it- ll'as up to the 
Fairey management, the same 
peorlc who nearly destroyed 
the Group before the NEB 
stepped in last yea r. 

By Bill Hopwood 
and 

Alan McFadden 
(AUEW) 

Thev promised to in1·es1 
.. ;;,I e\pand Tress. " Th e 
onlr im ·estnl!!lll was a few 
pencils and a paper sh redder 
bought 11hen t/1(• closure was 
announced, to destrO_I' the 
.files" sa id a Tress shop 
Slt?ll'ard . 

Trade? uni on repre,t?ntat
il cs . including Hu gh Sca nlon 
are on the NE13. \\'h at action 
are the\' ta king. a nd who a re 
they re, ponsibk to'' Who 
decides 11'/wt the NEB does 7 

Uni on mem bers a rc de
manding to h.no11· wheth er 
their leaders are bot he red 
a bout >aving jobs . or jLhl holl' 
mu ch they can be sold ror. 

Alread y th i'S t' roinl s h<ti 'L' 
been taken ur by some i\ IPs, 

\\ ·c mu sr lea rn the lessons 
from Tress, to strengthen th e 
ti ght to save jobs. The help 
pledged by work ers in in dus
tries throughout the reg ion to 
rhe Tress shop stewards in th e 
st n rggle they wa nt ed to lead is 
a sign or the growing mood 
auainst redundancie;, . The 
u';;ion s at seve ral maj or· 
fa ctori es in the area arc 
r·ci'trsi ng to let Tress workers 
start because 1 hey oold job ~,. 

Th e Tress shop stewards 
\\'ill !Je producin.f!. a pamphlet 
on their hanle which will he 
n •1·ie1Vcd in a future edition of 
'.'\JifilU/11 '. 
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. members on the march In London, leading the fight for a 35 
hour week. 

35 HOUR WEEK 
TUC must back POEU 

The Post Office Engineering Union has now embarked 
on the most important industrial action of its history. 
But why is the 35 hour week so important that a 
traditionally non militant union has been galvanised into 
action? 

Mark Morton and Brian Lewis of Swansea Labour 
Party Young Socialists met Phil Lloyd, Swansea District 
Secretary of the Union and asked him about the union's 
current industrial action. 
Mark Morton: The POEU is 
demanding a 35 hour week. 
Why is this demand so 
important? 
Phil Lloyd; The Post Office 
has been introducing . new 
technology in the exchanges 
for some time. The Union 
always responded by discuss
ing productivity deals. How
ever , the members now realise 
this meant selling jobs. Al
ready 80 to 90,000 jobs have 
gone through productivity. 

The Post Office are now 
planning to introduce System 
X. This is completely new and 
nobody really knows what it is 
about. It is certain though 
that the Post Office intend to 
cut jobs using the latest 
technology in the form of 
electronic exchanges. The 
membership now feel "en
ough is enough" and at
though the Union has been . 
campaigning for a 35 hour 
week for the last 7 or 8 years, 
System X has brought the 
demand to the fore. Our 
attitude is simple: if the Post 
Office want System X they 
will have to give us a 35 hour 
week. There must be no loss 
of jobs! 
MM: What action is the 
Union taking? 
PL: From October 1st last 
year the Union withdrew from 
productivity deals and from 
November 1st it refused to 
introduce new equipment into 
the exchanges·. After some 
backpeddling by the National 
Executive, a Special Confer
ence was held at which the 
members reaffirmed the act
ion they had already taken 
and instructed the NEC to 
settle on no other terms than 

a 35 hour week. 
At this year's Conference 

the NEC proposed quite a 
good document which was 
passed by an overwhelming 
majority . 

It stressed the need to 
struggle and to take on the 
Post Office . In addition to the 
existing action the Union now 
refused to expand existing 
systems agreed under existing 
agreements. The branches 
were given authority to take 
industrial action to protect 
any members victimised by 
the Post Office for carrying 
out the decisions of Confer
ence . Some branches have 
taken action. For example, a 
demonstration has been or
ganised in London with all the 
London branches coming out 
for one day. · 
Brian Lewis: Is there any 
chance of an all-out strike 
developing? 
PL: Not at present. The 
Union has learnt from the · 
UPW strikes. The POEU 
does not have a history of 
industrial struggle. In over 90 
years it has held only a one 
day strike and a one hour 
strike. Our task is therefore to 
educate the membership 
through experience by gging 
on token stoppages and day 
stoppages and perhaps escal
ating under local control to a 
week stoppage . 
BL: What is the mood of the 
men like? 
PL: It is developing. The 
men are suspicious of the 
national leadership because 
they fear a sell-out. However , 
insofar as the NEC take up 
the struggle they have the 
members' support. That is 

the point: within the branches 
there is a good deal of loyalty 
to the action. 
MM: The Government, the 
Post Office and the CBI have 
all written off the 35 hour 
week as unrealistic. What do 
you think of this and of their 
argument that there is a lack 
of resources to finance such a 
scheme? 
PL: Well. there is a lack of 
resources under Capitalism. 
It is going to be a tough 
dispute and we will meet with 
Government opposition since 
a ·victory for us would be a 
breakthrough . Under Capit
alism, the bosses are in a 
dilemma. If a 35 hour week 
spreads to industry it would 
erode profits. The only way 
forward is Socialism. Under 
Socialism, new technology 
would be used for the benefit 
of the working class and no , 
for profit . 

We have a Labour Govern
ment which was elected to 
change the balance of forces 
in favour of the workers. 
Instead , Callaghan and his 
cohorts are car rying out 
policies supported by the 
Tories and big business. The 
Labour Party and TUC must 
pressure the Government to 
change its policies and live up 
to its Socialist name. 
BL: What effects do you think 
the action will have upon 
other unions in the near 
future? 
PL: Primarily. we hop" to 
engender support amongst 
the other postal unions but we 
are also hoping that the TUC 
will support the 35 hour week 
and will give assistance to the 
POEU. The Postal and Tele
communications section of 
the CPSA has already decided 
to go for a shorter working 
week and has offered our 
union every support in its 
struggle. This is an important 
step forward and it bodes well 
for developments within the 
TUC. 

Sell Militant to yo,ur workmates .. · 

For d~tails contact: Circulation Department, 

Mi!itant, 1 Mentmore Terrace, London E8 JllN 
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COVENTRY: 
Busmen Under 

Attack 
Last Saturday there was a one day strike by Coventry bus 
workers in protest against police harrassment of one 
driver. Kundan Singh was attacked by some passengers 

Coventry! 
So much for his concern. 

This can only lead to a further 
deterioration of the situation. 
We must take a firm fighting 
stand and the one-day strike 
was a step in the right 
direction. 

late on Saturday [8th]. 
The police arrived and 

driver Singh stated that he 
was "arrested for assault and 
taken to Coventry Police 
Station at 11.30pm!" His 
belongings were taken and he 
was put in a cell. 

By Paul W alder 
(Coventry SE LPYS) and 
Vincenzo Insantino 
(T&GWU 5 / 42) The public must be made 

aware of what the Tories are 
doing to their services . We 
can't rely on the local press so 
we must launch a campaign 
ourselves. 

Later they took him to 
hospital for treatment and 
then returned to the station. 
He was eventually released at 
5.30 am -and had to walk 3 
miles home! While at the 
station he said that "1ny three 
requests to telephone my wife 
had been refused". 

He arrived home to find his 
wife and children waiting for 
him in tears. Any trade 
unionist would be disgusted 
at this appalling arbitrary 
behaviour of the police. 

such as this on the bus crews 
have increased while the 
relationship between the 
crews and passengers have 
worsened. Why is this occur
ing? Services have been cut 
back while fares have contin
ued to increase. These are a 
direct result of cuts in public 
spending. While this has spelt 
inconvenience for passengers 
it has also meant that bus 
workers have longer hours 
and redundancies have occur
red pushing up unemploy
ment. 

This is just a local example 
of a national trend. In 
complete contradiction of the 
social contract which promis
ed to hold fares down , 
increases in fact have averag
ed 40%. Socialist policies are 
needed now to save our 
transport system and prevent 
these attacks. There is a burn
ing need for trade unionists 
to fight in the LP for socialist 
policies to reverse all the cuts. The feelings of busworkers 

were summed up by driver 
Karnail Johal of the Indian 
Workers ' Association. "This 
is not an isolated incident. It 
reflects the ge'neral attitude of 
the police, especially towards 
black busworkers. 

The Tory Mayor on the day 
of the strike said to the press 
that he was concerned that 
children's holidays might suf
fer. However his party are 
planning to put fares up by 
25 o/o in the near future in 

* No to the cuts * No to 
redundancies * For a social
ist transport policy under 
workers' control and manage-" 
ment. 

"The police and manage
ment treat this and previous 
attacks in a very arbitrary 
way. We are all in favour of 
providing a service- but 
when it leads to limbs 
paralysed and loss of eyesight, 
then a big question mark 
must be put over it". 

Militant Pamphlet 
"FOR A DEMOCRATIC, 

FIGHTING POEU" 
Written by Militant supporters 

in the POEU. 

Over the last · 

Price lOp. Order from Roy Farrar, 
74 Balls Lane, Liverpool 9. 

This week, Dick describes the conditions seamen faced in the past and the battles fought to 
establish recognition of their union. We hope seamen and other trade unionists will write to 
'Militant' about their experiences, so that we can continue the series, showing how much things 
have changed today with the growing organisation and power of the trade unions, and the 
battles still to be fought . 
"What is the union going to do about it?" 
How often one hears the question asked . 

For some years I was a member of the 
National Union of Seamen. In those days , 
once you had signed on a ship there was no 
provision or recognition for election of a shop 
steward or any form of representation for 
crew members. We were completely at the 
dictates of the Captain and officers , or to give 
them their correct titles, the Master and 
mates. 

A number of the Masters and their mates in 
those days had served their time in the old 
sailing ships, where discipline had been 
en forced by a " Bucko" mate , with his fists or 
a rope end . One could hear them sigh for the 
"good old days"; however physical force had 
been reolaced bv intimidation. "loggings" 
(fines) , imposition of onerous duties and 
threats of a bad discharge. As a seaman 's 
discharge book was a: continous certificate of 
discharge . this was a serious threat against a 
man's livelihood. 

I signed on a ship in the Tyne and found 
that the forecastle or the foc 'sle as the crew's 
quarters are known, had not been painted 
after the occupation by the previous crew. I 
drew the mate's attention to this . He replied 
that the place had been washed but oweing to 
a quick turn around there was no time to do 
the painting and if I did not b - we!! like it I 
would have to lump it. My shipmates were of 
course furious about it-the union was 
informed but failed to appear before we 
sailed. 

Later during the voyage preparations were 

made for ·some midship accomodation to be 
painted by the crew. This caused some bitter 
grumbling among us. I suggested an 
alternative but it was not until I promised to 
be the spokesman that I won their support. A 
spokesman was inevitably denounced as a 
"sea lawyer" and life on board was usually 
made uncomfortable for anyone who dared to 
voice a grievance. 

The "Bos'un" (foreman) ordered the watch 
to carry on with the painting of the midship 
quarters , but instead we all started to prepare 

,our own accomodation for painting and 
commandeered the paint for this purpose . The 
mate was soon on the scene threatening and 
bullying. I informed him of our decision and 
told him that no amount of threats would 
deter us from making the 'foc'sle a more 
comfortable place to live in. 

Soon the "Old Man" (Master) was on deck . 
Without even listening to our !egi tima t~ 
complaint he called us "mutineers", threat
ening to take action when we reached our port 
of ea!! and ordered us to work amidships. 
When we ignored his orders, he told us we 
would. a!! be ' ·Jogged" for insubordination 
and given a bad discharge . Someone 
ironically cal,!ed for "three cheers for the 
captain". This eased the tension and he 
departed to the sound of ou r laughter. 

The Foc'sle was painted and we heard no 
more of the " mutiny". The morale of the crew 
was high , we had defied a bullying Mate , had 
the temerity to laugh at an irate ship 's master, 
and learned the answer to that question, 
"What is the union going to do about it?" 
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SPANISH HOLIDAY DISASTER Belatedly , 48 -hours after rather than the very expensive 
the accident , the Governor and ·luxurious hotels , only to 
banned all tankers carrying J:!e incinerated and subjected 
expensive cargoes from roads to horrors that defy the 
in built up areas, and reduced imagination. WOR RS SACRIFICED the tolls on the new A 7 road . The catastrophe has sent 

That it has taken a disaster reverberations throughout the 
of this magnitude to galva- capitalist world, since most 

corrosive, poisonous, explo
sive and inflammable sub
lances are carried by road 
tankers. 

200 people killed! The 180 who survived are so seriously 
injured- that they must also be added to the list of 
fatalities! FOR PROFIT ByRonnie 

Sookhdeo The most recent acddent 
was in Mexico City at the 
weekend , in which 10 people 
died and another 200 seri
ously injured when a tanker 
carrying liquified natura! 
gas blew up . This has put 
pressure on governments to 
re-examine their policy on the 
transportation of hazardous 
chemicals . 

These are the horrifying details now emerging from the 
gas tanker explosion at the camping site at San Carl.os de 
La Rapita , Spain, last Tuesday. Such was the enormity of 

the holocaust that many 
workers searching the camp
ing site for bodies were so 
overcome with emotion as 
they came across bodies burnt 
beyond recognition , that they 
were unable to continue. 

lorry driver had used a new nise the Governor into issuing 
toll road rather thl}n the a simple directive which 
narrow coastal highway. would have saved the many 

The accident ocL'Lired when 
a tanker carrying 38 tons of 
ilquified propylene-a hig
hley inflammable chemical 
used to make synthetic fibres 
collided with a brick wall, and 
hurtled 100 ya rds into a 
camping site packed with 
holiday makers from Ger
manv. Holland and France . 

Eye witnesses spoke of a 
mighty explosion followed by 
a huge fire ball and then a 
rain of ingnited liquid which 
saturated the whole area . 

Within seconds the searing 
heat reduced people nearest 

·the blast to ·- smouldering 

charcoal. Those further away 
suffered appalling injuries as 
the intense beat tore off their 
skins and were literally boiled 
alive as they threw themselves 
into the sea that adjoined the 
site. 

The heat was so great that 
cars and caravans were re
duced to mere shells of metal 
as everthing susceptible to 
flame vaporised and produ
ced choking fumes, moreover, 
the tanks of butane gas, used 
by the campers for cooking, 
added to the the casualties as 
they ignited and exploded. 

Feelings ran high amongst 
the surviviors and relatives 
when it was learnt that most · 
of those injured were unlikely 
to survive because they were 
so hideously burnt that plastic 
surgery was impossible . 

They were further incensed 
when it was revealed that the 
disaster could have been 
averted for a paltry £7 if the 

The local population were lives lost , should be seen as 
angry and bitter but not an indictment of the rotten 
surprised over the accident . anarchic capitalist system 
They have attacked the whose only motivation is to 
Governor of the Province for iricrease profits. 
not responding to the many The.,ban is too late for the 
requests to ban tankers from many families who are in their 
the highway. graves, and those living whose 

Indeed , even on the day of lives have been wrecked , 
the catastrophe , there was an families who were compelled 
accident involving a tanker by the very system and its 
carrying vinyl chloride which accompanying economic con
w.as released into the atmos- tradictions to seek out the 
phere. Vinyl chloride is a cheapest form of holiday
chemical notorious as a making-the camping site 
cancer forming agent. with its primitive amenities 

The disaster in Spain has 
demonstrated that whilst the 
workers were moved to tears , 
the capitalists were moved 
only by considerations of 
profits . Will other chemical 
haulage companies now chan
ge their routes and introduce 
safety precautions? Not on 
your life! How long until a 
similar a ccident happens 
somewhere else? 

POEU WORKERS READ MILITANT 

POEU members marching through London-for a 35 hour week. 

. The best holiday you've ever 
bad-that is what we're 

i guaranteeing to everyone 
who attends the first ever 
National Summer Camp of 
the LPYS-from Saturday 
29th until Saturday 5th 
August 1978. The camp site 
is in beautiful thick wood
land, near the River Wye, 
five miles from Cloeford, 
Gloucestershire. The whole 
area is enough to take your 
breath away. 

Free afternoons for trek
king through the country
side and coach trips. Sport
ing events: football, netball, 
tug-o-war, three-legged ra
ces etc. Plenty of entertain
ments in the evenings
films , discos , Club Night, ; 
folk nights etc. A drinks 
licence has been applied for. 

This is no hard labour 
cam-p! You don't have to 
peel spuds, wash dishes or 

cook because 'Professionals ' 
wiU be doing ati that. You'll 
get breakfast, dinner and 
tea throughout [from Sun
day morning] served in the 
huge dining marquee. For 
those who don't have a 
tent-no need to worry. 

DEBATES 

There will be room in five 
long ridge-tents we have 
hired. Everything else is 
basically provided as the 
camp site is very well 
equipped with showers, nu· 
merous water standpipes , 
and disposal units. 
Excellent debates and semi
nars have been organised, 
with speakers from all 
sections of the labour and 
trade union movement. 
There is a debate on the 
Sunday: 'Which way for 

Labour' between the 'Mili
tant', speaker Rob Sewell, 

'Tribune': Neil Kinnock and 
'Manifesto' Group: Ian . 
Wrigglesworth. Frank Al
laun will be speaking with 
an NC member on World 
Peace. 

So there will be tremen
dous discussions on all 
aspects of policy, internat
ional and at horn( 

OUTINGS 

There will also be creche 
facilities on the camp, with 
games, entertainment and 
outings organised for the 
children. 

Branches should be rais
ing money to pay for 
school students, unemploy
ed etc as well as help pay for 
coaches. 

Last week's issue of Militant, 
with the lead article on the 
fight for a 35 hour week, has 
won an excellent response 
among trade unionis•s, and 
none more so than the Post 
Office Engheers who are 
spearheading that fight. As 
well as the coverage on the 
front and back covers, the two 
articles by POEU branch 
officials on our industrial 
pages were well received . 

For example, the London 
North Central Internal 
branch ordered £10 worth of 
that issue to distribute to the 
members. One member who 
pinned a copy on his notice 
board said : " it 's gone down 

Blytb LPYS are organising a 
Sponsored Cycle run from 
Newcastle to the Summer 
Camp. Three riders are 
setting out on 24th July and 
are arriving for the begin
ning of the Camp on 29th 
July-cycling on average 60 
miles a day. They plan to 
stop at Leeds, Nottingham, 
Birmingham and Bristol. 

The cost of the camp Is only 
£20 all in!!! What a bargain. So 
book your holidays now!- 29th 
July till Sth August-and 
r~:member you have to bring 
yo,;r own camping equipment 
[tents, lllos, sleeping bag etc]. 

Deposits of £I 0 or nu," 
should be sent !G 

Andy Bevan 
National Youth Officer 
The Labour Party, Sinlth 
Square, London SW!. 
(cheques and PO's pP.yable to 
"LPYS Summer Camp Fund"). 

~ 

like a b'omb ". 

)lest 
Coverage 

Branch Committee mem
ber George Blackmore ex
plained why they were using 
the Militant to publicise the 
union's case: "A ll trade 
unionists are aware of our 
fight for a 35 hour week, and 
I know the Militant is read by 
many trade unionists. The 
coverage of the POEU cam
paign in the Militant is as 
accurate as if we had written 
it ourselves". 

Another branch officer 

added: "It's the best coverage 
of any newspaper our branch 
has seen. We wish more 
engineers would read Mili
tant". 

And so they can if they are 
offered it! Our regular sellers 
must make sure every Post 
Office engineer and every 
branch of the POEU is given 
the chance to buy a paper that 
tells the workers' side of the 
story. And as we build the 
campaign for the 35 hour 
week for all workers, with 
material in every issue (see 
page 15 and cartoon this 
week) every regular reade_r 
should become a regular 
seller of the paper . 

ORDER A REGULAR. COPY 
BRITAIN 

13 Issues ... £2.50 

EUROPE 
[ Airspeeded I 
26 Issues ... £5.30 
52 l.ssues ... £10.60 

26Issues ... £4.80 
52 Issues ... £9.60 

RESl' OF WORLD 
[ Airspeeded I 
26 Issues... £6.30 
52 l.ssues ... £12.60 
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