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Buckmaster Ouster

In URW Resulted

By BILL HICKMAN

AKRON, June 4—On May 24, the
Beacon Journal of Akron (owned by
the Knight newspaper chain— De-
troit Free Press, Miami Herald) bla-
zoned forth with a banner headline
declaring that L. S. Buckmaster had
been ejected from the .office of inter-
» national president of the United Rub-
ber Workers by the International Ex-
ecutive Board. From that day to this
the ouster of Buckmaster has been
front-page copy here.

The Beacon Journal’'s coverage ar-
ticulates what the whole managerial
and industrial class of the rubber in-
dustry feels on this issue. The rubber
barons regard Buckmaster as a “rea-
sonable” and = ‘“respectable” union

" leader—and so he was. He was the
type of man who could as often as not
see the “other fellow’s” point of view.
He was one of those gentlemen who,
once in office, faney themselves to be
delegated mediators between  the
workers and the management; one of
those union leaders who conceive the
role of the union representative to
be, not a defense attorney. for the
worker, but an impartial judge—with
the leanings toward wea]th and pow-
er which often characterize the judi-
cial bench. The removal of such a
man must naturally meet with con-
siderable disapproval, if not alarm,
on the part of the pillars of the rub-
ber industry.

BEHIND THE OUSTER

Here is the story behind the ouster
of the URW presuient

* The expulsion of Bnokmaster from
office represenis a continuation of ﬂle
fight between, twqﬂgl;oygs in_the un-

ion: the Bass-Eagle forces-and the-

Buckmaster-Watson. group. The move
to oust Buckmaster was initiated by
Robert E. Garber's charges, placed

- From Power Fight

before the International Executive
Board following an attempt by Buck-

master to remove him bureauncrati-

cally from the office of president of
Local 236, Pottstown, Pa.

The Buckmaster group had suc-
ceeded in barring, whether rightly or
wrongly, the delegates of the Potls-
town local from being seated at. the
last' convention of the URW. These
delegates are reported to have been
pledged to vote for George Bass
(president of Goodrich Local 5) for
international president, Bass lost the
election to Buckmaster by two volies,
810 to 808. But the Bass-Eagle-Lloyd
forces succeeded in electing all the
remaining international officers and
a majority of the International Exec-
utive Board.

Recenily, however, Buckmaster had
charged Garber's administration in
Pottstown with “financial irregulari-
ties.” He called a special meeting of
the Pottstown local in March to dis-
cuss these irregularities. Arrving with
his entourage (lwo of the boys),
Buckmaster, apparent]y'thmkmg him-
self among his cronies, declared him-
self chairman of the meeting. Garber
was untreasonable enough to hold
that since the membership of Local
336 had elected him president, he had
the. right constitutionally to preside.

Buckmaster disdainfully refused fto

accept this affront by a man of lesser
rank, whereupon the assembled men
of lesser rank pushed Buckmaster off
the stage and caused his aides to be
hospitalized.
BASIS OF CHARGES

It was following this altercation
that Buckmaster decided that Garber

“was no longer president’ of focal 336

and ‘Garber brought charges against
Buckmaster for malfeasance in office.

(Continued on page 2)

AN EDITORIAL

‘ Trial Manulaclur#s
3 Stalinist “Martyzs”

Gerhart Eisler, the unscrupulons operator for the Russian GPU who

is now laughing at his American opposite numbers from a htwen behmd
¢ the Iron Curtain, may be right about at least one thing. i

Gloating over his successful escape, Eisler tauntingly told reporters

that Attorney General Tom Clark is the stupidest man in the United States.

This is not a label to be lightly pinned on anyone. There are too many

competitors.

The latest development in the New York trial of the eleven Communist
Party leaders makes Clark a leadmg contender, at the vexy least, even

without passing on his competence in the Eisler case.

We are assuming that Clark

is overseeing government tactlcs and
strategy in the CP trial. At any rate, it is improbable that his third assist-

ant office boy is saddled with this responsibility.

Last week,

three of the defendants—Gates, Hall and Winston—were
jailed by Judge Medina for contempt of court. Qut on bail untﬂ now, they

will now attend the court sessions under guard.

What was the occasion? It is obvious, of course, that the CP's tactics
in the trial have included stalling and judge-baiting; while, on the other side

of the bench, some of the judge's remarks from his elevated seat sound to a
layman's ear as if the mask of judicial impartiality, always ‘pretty thin in
such cases, has been popping off. Considering that Medina had the knife out
anyway, what was the occasion he used to dig it in?

It was the refusal of defendant Gates to stool for the government by
putting his finger on the members of a CP subcommittee.

To crack down on the CPers for this is the height of stupidity because

(Continued in Editorial Column on page 3) '

State Dept. Line on A-Pact

By HENRY JUDD

sians in Retreat
At Paris: 4 Powers
Stalled Over Trade

"For over two weeks representatives of the Big Four have been gathered in Paris discussing HIe
problems of Germany and their relation with each other. The Paris Conference, which many be-
lieved would mark a sharp and definite Russian retreat in Europe, has dragged on so far without
any serious accomplishment, although it is clear that a general-scale Russian retreat has begun.
But just as clear is the fact that the Russians are determined to retreat only a half step-at a time,

fighting for each inch of ground as they give way before the superior pressure (for the mo-

ment) of the Allied imperialist bloc. \ _
Any belief that may have eiis'fgd that a general political seftlemept for all of Germany—in-

fins Out:

Senate Committee Gives Rubbery OK

By HAL DRAFPER

JUNE 7—With today’s unanimous
vote of t‘he Senate Foreign Relations
Commitiée to endorse the Atlantic
Pact without any reservation or in-
terpretation, it would appear that
the State Department has won a vic-
tory for its peint of view within
leading Congress circles, both Demo-
cratic and Republican. There will be
no effort. to wlarify the doubletalk in
the A-Pact.

. The .enly..statement -te accompany.-
the pdet which is' proposed. by the -
Senate committee 'is one reaffirming .

this country’'s “dependence.upon Al-
mighty God.” (The N. Y. Times re-

Dems Push Brannan Farm Program

Worried About Horrible Prospect of Farm Surplus and Vote Shortage

By SUSAN GREEN

Many weeks ago the Truman ad-
- ministration submitted to ' Congress
a new farm bill named for Secretary
of Agriculture Brannan. After some
hearings and some publicity in the
press and on the air, both for and
against, the bill was tucked away in
a cubbyhole. Administration -leaders
are now going to try to ply it out
of hiding.

The starting peint will be a Mid-
western Democratic ¢onference to be
held at Des Moines, June 12 and 13,
at. which four cabinet members and
other moguls of the Democratic Par-
ty, including the Democratic govern-
ors of eight Midwestern states, will
boost the Brannan bill. So it will be
much in the news. Let us see what
all the shouting is going to be about.

In the first place, this bill, like all
other farm acts of recent viniage,
’starts from the premise that the whole
agricultural sector of American econ-
omy has failed as private enternrisc
in a private-enter’prﬁ system.
course, the politicians a d lnwmakers
do not put it this way. They have gone
ahead and provided government sub-
sidies, government price support, gov-
ernment buying of surpluses, govern-
ment plow-under programs, govern-
ment regulation of planting, etc.

All of this is made necessary by
the fact that the capitalist profit sys-
tem does not allow the working peo-
ple a share in the' natlonal income
large enough to permit them to pur-
chase the guantities of goods and
foods that modern manufacture and
agriculture can produce and must
continue to produce.

The new Brannan bill is occasioned
by the fact that the current parity-
price-support farm law is causing the
administration a very bad headache.
The present law makes it incumbent
upon the government to buy up farm
surpluses or to take them up on loans,
the price to the government or the
extent of the loan being 90 per cent
of what is called parity. Parity under
the law is supposed to give a farm
commodlty the same exchange value,
or puxchasmg power, in terms of
thmgs farmers have to buy, as that
cornmodity had in the 1909-14 period,

« Puring the war and in the post-

.war_period this system worked out

fairly well for the simple reason that
prices were high and there were no
distressing surpluses, except for po-
tatoes and a few others of the less

important farm products. But with

the preseént sag in demand and with
a deflationary pressure on prices, the
situation has changed. Already the
government is head - over - heels .in
farm surpluses and bids fair to be
completely overwhelmed by them.

SURPLUS HEADACHE

At the beginning of 1949 the stocks
owned. by the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration (the government agency in-
volved) or pledged to it under loan
included 156 million. bushels of corn;
284 bushels of wheat; 4,275,000 bales
of cotton; 28 million pounds of eggs;
103 million pounds of wool—to name
only a few items. The grand total, at
the beginning of 1949, of stored com-
modities was valued at $2,186 million.

These huge quantities of farm
products are kept from human con-
sumption, but not because people are

previous six months. .

Bosfe:‘“‘.ffé*jvpihg Up TH Oflensive'

In the eighth month since President Truman was re-elected to get rid -
of the Taft-Hartley Law, a report of the National Labor Relations Board
reveals that there has been a sharp upturn in the utilization of T-H by
employers to hit at the labor movemenf.

For the second consecutive menth,
charges filed by bosses against unions have increased. In April, 135 such
charges were instituted, as compured with an average of 84 during the

At the same time, another section of the NLRB report shows that
workers are still voting for the union. In elections for a union shop, labor
won out in 98 per cent of the cases. Out of 40,000 ballots in 429 collec-
tive-bargaining elections in April, mostly among previously unorguni:ed
.workers, over 76 per cent voted for union representation.

And if the workingmen and women ‘vote for THEIR OWN PARTY when
election days roll around in the nation, there won't be any Taft-Hartley
Law or labor-baiting drives. BUILD A LABOR PARTY! :

so-called "unfair labor practice”

glutted with food and are over-
clothed. Indeed we all know about
the millions who lack adequate food
and clothing abroad and in this coun-
try too. But their need is not backed
up by purchasing power.

So $50 million worth of eggs remain
in government storage. Potatoes are
bought -by the government and
plowed under. Wheat and corn are
converted to pep up gasoline to burn
in motors instead of in human stom-
achs, as Secretary Brannan pointed
out.

TO MAINTAIN FARM INCOME
But this situation is mild compared

to what is expected. With farming

reviving in Europe and other parts
of the world, and with unemployment
steadily mounting in this country, the
farm surpliuses will grow and the
threat to farm prices will be indeed

‘serjous. If the present farm support

systéem remains in effect and the gov-
ernment must take up farm surpluses,
it is expected that next year the gov-
ernment “investment” in this field
will climb to $4 billion.

Obviously this is an unhealthy and
an untenable situation. The problem
of storage is the least of the prob-
lems, though it exists. Also no gov-
ernment wants voluntarily to throw
so much good thoney after bad, as the
saying goes; the government does
worry about taxes—where its money
comes from. And further, fundamen-
tally it is impossible to maintain high
farm-price levels with such sur-
pluses on hand and with a general

‘deflationary tendency. The Brannan

bill embo6die§ what the administra-
tion believes is a way out. _

The basic change. it seeks to make
is this: Instead of parity (that is, the
relation’ between farm -prices and in-
dustrial prices) being the pivot of
govérnment support, farm income

will be the determinant, The objec- .

tive will be to prevent total farm

. income from dropping below a certain
level. The average for the ten years
1939 to 1949 will be that level, or’

around $26 billion per year.

With the objective of keeping total
farm income at this figure, the prices
of some farm commodities will be
supported and the prices of ~others
will be allowed to seek. their market
level. In the former category will be
more stable and storable products
such as corn, wheat, cotton; in the
latter category will be perishable
products such as milk, eggs, meat,

poultry. As an instance Secretary:

(Continued on page 3)

ports that this was accepted “in
principle.”) The controversy which
has been raging over the signing of
the pact has, however, been over mere
earthly sources of strength,

The nature of this factional strug-
gle within the bipartisan ranks of
U. 8. foreign policy makers has been
quite public. On May 24, for example,
a Washington dispatch tq the Times
reported

U. 8. WALL IN EUROPE?

_“Influential -members-ofithe Senate
Foreign « Relations .Committee: are
considering - accomparnying  its:. -ap-
proval of the North Atlantic Treaty
with a statement defining and limit-
ing the nature of the American mili-
tary commitment to Western Europe.

“That was disclosed today by a
highly placed informant. He made it
clear that the proposed declaratien
would be to the effect that there was
no thought of offering to lay in ad-
‘vanece across Europe a wall of secu-
rity, involving American troops,
against any Soviet invasion.”

Referring to the testimony before
the committee given by James P.
Warburg (a former New York banker
and a prominent world - government
advocate), the dispatch further said:

“Statements by Dean Acheson, Sec-
retary of State, and General Omar
N. Bradley, army chief of staff, were
cited as permitting an interpretation
offering Western Europe a kipnd of
guarantee against invasion that was
not contemplated by members of the
Foreign Relations Committee. Sen-

‘ator Arthur H. Vandenberg of Michi-

gan, senior Republican member of
the committee, indicated much inter-
est in dispelling this interpretation.
Senator Tom Connally, Democrat, of
Texas, committee chairman, is under-
stood to be ready to go along with
an explanatory staterment.”

In a lead article at the time of the
signing of the pact, LABOR ACTION
gave further details about the pres-
sure from high personages to put

through a guarantee of this sort, in-.

volving the gdarrisoning of U. S.
troops along the border of the Iron
Curtain. X

PRESIDENT'S POWERS

The reasoning behind this pressure
was further highlighted by a dispatch
from Germany by Times correspond-
ent Drew Middleton (May 12) con-
cerning a proposed compromise with
the German people's desire to rid
their country of the occupation

~iroops.«This “compromise .device..0f.
", withdrawing the troops' of .the Soviet '

Union, Britain and the United States
into Stettin, Hamburg and Bremen,
which was drafted by the State De-
partment's policy planning staff, un-
der George Keenan, is felt here to
have several advantages and disad-
vantages.

“The disadvantage, from the West's
point of view, is ithat the screen of
United States, British and French
troops now standing between the So-
viet army and Western Europe would
be withdrawn.

“This thought disturbs some offi-
cials in the Western countries, where
the populations have been reassured
by the .thought that the Russians
could not attack them without first
attacking the Western occupation
troops and provoking a major war.”

Associated with this question of a
more or less long-term screen of oc-
cupation troops, guaranteeing the in-
stantaneous entry of the U. S. into
the Third World War as soon as the
first shot is fired, is the question whe-
ther the president of the United
States could dispatch troops to Eu-
rope in the event of hostilities—with-
out waiting for a declaration of war
by Congress but acting under his
powers as commander in chief to im-
plement the A-Pact. .

This would obviously mean that the
power to authorize the waging of
war is no longer in the hands of Con-
gress, even formally, but in the hands
of the executive—a new high in the

Murder-Mill in the Mines: Lewis
Gives Facts of Life — and Death

John L. Lewis, who is good for lots of front-page copy when the miners
are out on strike and the press is screaming about the “national emergency,”
didn't make the major-newspaper headlines with his testimony before a Sen-

ate subcommittee last week.

And that was because, in his best Lewisian style, he was setting forih the

so interesting.

‘ horror of worker casualties in the mines—and the newspapers don’t ﬂnﬂ that

The mine workers" leader was teshfymg for a bill introduced by Senator
Neely of West Virginia which would put teeth in the federal coalmine in-
spection laws, by giving government inspectors power to ¢lose down-a criti-

cally dangerous mine until it: was- made safe. The operatms are fighting the

bill because it would ‘‘cost money.”

Lewis told the subcommittee the other side of the cost picture.

Since ‘1930, he told them, over one ‘and a quarter million ‘miners “have
been maimed, mangledl and killed.” This means: 65,000 a year.

- On the basis ‘of mine employment, it means that “statistically evbry man
employed in the industry was injured or killed three times during the 19-year

period,” Lewis said.

“What a record of horror! Was any .war ever fought more terrible and
more desolating to the population?” he exclaimed. In the first one and a half

‘years of America’s participation in World War II, “the casualties in the coal-

mining industry of our country exceeded the losses in our armed forces.”

“If I had the powers of a Merlin,” he dramatically said, “I would march
that million and a quarter men past the Congress—the quick and the dead.
I would have the ambulatory injured drag the dead after them. I would have
that mighty concourse of men flanked by five weeping members-of each man’s
family, his dependents—six and a quarter million people wailing and lament-
ing while this concourse of death .and agony and travail went by.” . .
" What about the operators’ claims that they 'are too poor te do anything
about the man—made slaughter that goes on in their diggings?.

lContmued on page 2)
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long-known process whereby the re-
sponsibility for war initiative has
.«Been shifting from the elected repre-
sentatives of the people to that of the
government bureaucracy.

ISOLATIONISTS YIELD

.. The opposition to this at the tops
has been coming mainly from unre-
constructed isolationists in Congress
—an isolationism, or semi-isolationism,

partly based on.the traditional pro- .

vincialism of less intelligent repre-

~sentatives ~of - the -ruling:-class;~and" -

partly on economie considerations
(economy in government expendi-
tures), but not at all on opposition to
the world-imperialist drives of the
U. S. power. Its chief spokesman in
the Senate committee has been Sen-
ator George.

The latest news report today on the
Senate committee action tells the sto-

ry of what has happened to this op- .

position:

“Mr. George, Mr. Connally indi-
cated, had been placated by a com-
mittee agreement that its report
should state that the treaty was not
to be regarded either as increasing
or decreasing the president’'s war-
making powers relative to those of
Congress.

“This stipulation plainly caused the

(Continued on page 4)

cluding a peace treaty——might
result from this conference is
now largely abandoned. Both
camps . that now occupy Ger-
many %and jexert their control
over its 65 million people are
unable to settle on any form
that a unified Germany, under

- their guardianship, shall take.

The Rugsians, in view of the severe
defeats ui?lpy have lately suffered in
their zone, cannot permit extension
of the Bonn Constitution ta the East.
ern zone since they know a free elec-
tion would sweep their quisfing SED
(Stalinist party) out of.any pesition
of influence. This proposal was there-
fore countered by Vyshinsky’s fan-
tastic proposition to resume full mil-

itary control over all of Germany,:
Just as if the country liad suddenly |

been conquered all-over again!

At the moment, the Western Allies .
feel strong and capable of standipg .
fast on their demand for a_unified *
Bonn Constitution Germany. Thus -

there seéems little likelihood of any
agreement, in addition to the fact
that the Russians will not yield to

- the demand that they give up their

Russian-owned trusts -in Germany
and turn back these propertles to
the Germans.

RUSSIANS EEAR DISCONTENT

It is still possible that some prog-
ress toward political agreement may
be made or even that a final treaty
with Austria will be written at this
conference. However, after two
weeks, these have become secondary
matters on the agenda, as the con-

ference turns more toward narrow

and practical matters. where some
(Continued on page 4)

Singer Strike Settles Down
To Slugfest; Men Stay Solid

By A. WINTERS

ELIZABETH, N. J. June 6— The
strike at the Singer Sewing Machine
plant here has seitled down into a
gruelling slugfest with wvery little
progress or hope of progress in the
near future. The Singer bossgs have
from the beginning been adamant
and arrogant and have refused to bar-
gain on any of the main demands of
the workers organized in Local 401 of
the United Electrical Workers (CIO).
Their attitude is clearly that of try-
ing to crush all resistance of the
workers. )

They have absolutely refused even
to think of the idea of any modifica-
tion of the standard (speedup) sys-
tem, will grant no wage increases, and
have offered a seniorily plan which
is even more miserable than the pres-
ent pathetic one negotiated previous-
ly by the Stalinist leadership.

The Singer workers are unfortu-
nately now paying a dear price for

having had a Stalinist leadership dur-"

ing the past four years. Their strug-
gle has been weakened basically by
two major betrayals that the Stalin-
ists have perpetrated. One is the in-
troduction of piecework and the other
is_ the split from the state CIO over
the question of support to the Wallace
‘presidential campaign.

With the introduction of the stand-
"ard system by the Stalinists, produc-
tion doubled and trebled to the point
where the Singer warehouses were
bursting with sewing machines, vac-
uum cleaners, surgical instruments,
etc. When the Singer magnates were
ready to provoke the present strike,
the fact of their record inventories
was their trump card, supplied to
them by the Stalinist misleaders. )

It is already becoming clear to
many of the militants on the picket
line, who have had a little time to

think things over, that the gabby CP
fighters who make such demagogic,
militant speeches have sold them out
in order to aid the foreign policy of
Stalin. The Stalinists continue to
make devastating argumerits against
piecework but do not éexplain why
they permitted its introduction in the
first place.

BACK TO CIO!

Undoubtedly ' another reason for
the company's adamancy is the fact
that they understand the significance
of the Stalinist split from the New
Jersey State CIO. The company is
undoubtedly proceeding from  the
fact that the self-isolated Stalinist
leadership is relying only on ifs own
force and is thereby that much weak-
er. The company is mistakenly hop-
ing that the CIO will allow the Singer
workers to pay for their Stalinist
misleadership. 5

Singer militants must make as one
of their major demands the return of
the UE to the State CIO, where they
can receive full aid from the entire
CIO and not remain isolated in a
Stalinist side eddy.

The picketing has been of an.un-
usually serious and determined kind.
‘From the very beginning of the strike
the turnout has been'good and regu-
lar. It is-not a very hoisy-picket line
and strike bulletins are carefully read
and discussed. Most of the workers
realize that this is a bitter struggle
but there is very little talk of capitu-
lating to the company.

' They consider their strtiggle to be

‘a defensive one and grimly refuse to

g0 back with their tails between their
legs. This ability to suffer and hang
on, this ability to defend their rights
as 'workers, is an -inspiration and
source of confidence that they will
be able to outfight both their em-
ployers and their Stalinist betrayers.
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(Continued from page 1

After a hearing that lasted four
weeks, the International Executive
Board found Buckmaster guilly of
the following charges:

“He conspired with certain indi-
viduals to deprive local union officers
of their rights.

“He issued public statements false-
ly attacking the character of local
union officers.

“He was responsible for a riot at a
meeting of Firestone Local 336, Potts-
town, Pa., last March.

“The former' .president’s conduct
was part of a ‘general plan to de-
prive a local union of its rights and
democratic privileges with the inter-
national union.’ . . .

“Such conduet against union mem-
bers constituted malfeasance in of-
fice.” i :

On this basis they removed him

Lewis--

(Continued from page 1)

“] have the most infinite contempt

for such polecats who come down to
ask this Congress to continue to give
them the unlimited right to keep on
operating the coalmines under that
record of death and mutilation,” Lew-
is thundered.

“Earnings and profits in the coal
industry in 1948 exceeded all other
years in history, and the first quar-
ter of 1949 exceeds last year by mil-
lions of dollars.” A

There is probably not another so-
cial fact about the United Stales
which shows so plainly that, under
capitalism, profits come first—just
as the NAM says they have to—even
if a million and a quarter men have
{o spill their blood in order to en-
sure it
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RENEW NOW

from the office of international presi-
dent. They elevated H. R. Lloyd from
the office of vice-president to that
of president, and named H. M. Dick-
enson, a district representative from
Tennessee, as vice-president. Follow-
ing this change, the new Lloyd ad-
ministration proceeded to make two
or three other changes whereby Buck-
master men were replaced by Bass-
Eagle-Lloyd men.

The Buckmaster-Watson forces have
established headquarters at Local 7,
of which both are members, Buick-
master having been president of the
local before moving up to interna-
tional positions, and Watson being
the current president, Their first dee-
laration was that they intended to
appeal the expulsion to the next in-
ternational convention of the rubber
workers.

Following that, Watson reportedly
told newsmen that an appeal had been
made for a congressional investiga-
tion of communism and left-wing
activity, but refused to say just who
had requeste@d such an attack on the
URW. The papers have been ringing
every possible change on that theme
ever since. The Akron Beacon Jour-
nal and the interests it represenis
are quite obviously in Buckmaster's
corner and with goed reason.

POWER STRUGGLE

But for the worker directly con-
cerned and the unionist seeking 1o
understand the situation inside the
URW, it must be made perfectly
clear that this isfessentially a fight
for power, for offices, and the spoils
thereof. Neither faction has a pro-
gram—unless one can consider Buck-
master's gentlemanly relations with
management to be one, and Bass's
often-voiced criticism of his lack of
toughness to be another. p

As between the two men, Bass's
consistent record of ﬁrmne'ss and as-
tuteniess in negotiations of all kinds
makes him preferable. In comparison
with Buckmaster, he represenis the
better alternative, but only in com-
parison with Buckmaster. Actually
there is little to be enthusiastic about
in either man.

Bass's growing talents for organ-
izing a solid machine of relatives and
cronies who decide most issues in ad-
vance, even in advance of his owh

" caucus, and then simply pass the
word down the line that George is
voting this way or that, has made
him a potentially dangerous man.

The machine itself has a growing
tendency to solve the guestion of mi-
norities by attempting, or at least
suggesting, abrogation of democratic
rights. Nor have they proved them-
sclves to be above a bit 6f mauling
and kicking when some “smart guy”
insists on spreading criticism of them..
The fact that Bass himself always
denies any connection with these acts

- Pres. Buckmaster Ousted —

does not relieve him of responsibility
for them, He is the one authority
that dominates the whole machine.

The strategy of the Bass-Eagle-

Lloyd forces is apparently to have
Lloyd again run for vice-president at
the next convention and to run Bass
for the office of president. Both sides
have launched an active campaign to
win the support of the membership.
The Watson forces will attempt to
use any settlement that Bass reaches
with Goodrich in their present nego-
tiations as ammunition. If Bass gels
ten cents they will point to the 18%
cents that Buckmaster won in 1946—
and which he won then because the
auto workers had set the precedent
and because Bass and his supporters
fought Buckmaster down when he
wanted to settle for considerably less.
But they will point to this 18% cents
(as the Beacon Journal is already
doing) and say that it is representa-
tive of Buckmaster's superiority over
Bass in negotiations.

This, of course, is pure rot. Bass is
unquestionably firmer, tougher, smart-
er and more aware of which side he
represents in negotiations than Buck-
master.

STALINISTS NOT INVOLVED

The real difference between these
two men can be'put most clearly by
saying that Bass is not the kind of
man who would invite, or allow his
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associates to invite, Congress to
launch a meddling, aﬁti-union, red-
baiting “investigation” of the URW.
The request made by the Buckmaster-
Watson forces for such a Pinkerton
move is nothing more or less than
calling the cops.

Everyone knows who. the CPers in
the union are. They are few and they
have no mass base. They are riding
on Bass's coattails and whistling in
the dark. All Buckmaster and Watson
(a man with considerable previous ex-
perience at red-baiting) want is a
chance to tell the bosses’' representa-
tives in Congress those whom they
suspect of being “communistic,” for-
eign - born, illiterate, ungentlemanly,
behind in his rent, and other inter-
esting tidbits—among which will be
sandwiched all the confidential in-
formation about the union itself.

The choice stands then between
Buckmaster of the “respectable”
school of trade-unionism, on the one
hand, and Bass of the growing bu-
reaucratic and tough school, on the
other. The healthiest thing that could
come out of the struggle would be the
formation of a rank-and-file third
group, based on a written "and pro-
claimed program of democratically
chosen political and economic aims.
The formation of that type of caucus
could help considerably to elevate
the struggle above the quest-for-pow-
er level where it now seethes,

Cleveland AFL Plans Political
Action to Defeat Senator Taft

By JOE CLARK

At a recent meeting of the Cleve-
land Federation of Labor a motion
was passed to instruct William Fine-
gan, the federation secretary, to in-
tercede in the strike of the Interna-
Machinists
against the Warner & Swazey Co.
which is now in its sixth month. He
was also instructed to urge Cleve-
land’s Mayor Burke to step into the
dispute in an effort to reopen nego-
tiations. Finegan said he will iry to

tional Association of

arrange a meeting of Burke, the com-

pany’s President Stilwell, and leaders
of the union, in an effort to bring
peace. The strike involves 1800 work-
ers. While he has not yet been offi-
cially approached by Finegan, Burke

has announced that he would be glad
to intercede.

_ This action by Burke is not entirely
an altruistic one. As mayor of a large
industrial eity in Ohio he has a part
in politics. One of his predecessors
in office, Harold Burton, rose to the
position of justice of the Supreme

Every Dollar Counts! ’ I L

By JOSEPH ROAN
Business Manager

Few of our readers realize the role
that LABOR ACTION and The New
International play on the interna-
tional scene. Each week hundreds
upon hundreds are mailed abroad to
our co-thinkers in every country. We
frequently receive letters from social-
ists in every land praising the high
standards of LABOR ACTION and
The New International and stating
that they play an irreplaceable part
in creating clarity of thought and
action in the socialist movement.

It will be nothing new to our read-
ers to learn that the economic night-
mare that has settled over Europe
and Asia often makes it impossible
for our foreign readers to pay for
their subscriptions. The impoverish-
ment of the workers, students and
intellectuals does not permit them to
spare the necessary money. Even
where they are in a position to afford
it, local regulations do not permit
them to send us dollars.

SPREAD THE MESSAGE

On our side, increased printing and
distributing costs make it increasingly
difficult for us to fill the needs of our
friends abroad. Each year, nearly -
$1,000 must be spent for postage
alone to mail our publications to
other countries. We are compelled to
look to our readers to assure us suffi-
cient funds to continue this important

work. Help us to spread the message
of socialism abread! ‘
We urge you to fill the coupon be-
low and send it in with your contri-
bution. For a single dollar, over -60
copies of the paper can be mailed to
these in other lands who ask for, and
need, ouyr press. Every dollar counts!
No contribution is so large that it will
not be put to the best possible use,
and none so small that it will not be
gratefully received. All contributions.
will be acknowledged by return mail.
Contributions to the $14,000 Fund
Drive of the ISL which are mailed
to LABOR ACTION will be credited
to the LABOR AGTION quota, and
will be used to aid the work of
spreading our press abroad.

Enclosed find $.................

Readers of LABOR ACTION: Help Launch
the ISL!

Do your share! Help us hit the 100% mark!

Send your contribution immediately to: Independent Social-
ist League, 4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

as g confribution to the $14,000
Fund Drive of the Independent Socialist League.
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Court, no less. Who knows what
~ Burke might do? Already there are
signs on the horizon.

In his secretary’s report at the
above mentioned = meeting Finegan
announced that an effort to solidify
all factions of organized lahor behind
one candidate to defeat Senator Rob-
ert A. Taft for re-election next year
would be discussed next Thursday in
Columbus, He reported that leaders
of the AFL, the CIO, the Railroad
Brotherhoods and the United Mine
Workers in Ohio would attend the
meeting and “try to get together on
one candidate we can.all support
against Taft.”

He indicated that Burke, who was
promised support by William Green
only last week if he received the
Democratic  senatorial nomination,
would be one of the men who would
“receive Wéf§-careful consideration.”
“We are not picking the candidate,”
said Finegan, “but we will decide
whom we can all support and then
let the Democrats know.”

CIO Councils Deprived
By GORDON HASKELL .

Recently LABOR ACTION carried
a brief note reporting.that during
April a special convention of the Los
Angeles CIO Council resulted in a
smashing two-to-one victory for the
forces representing national CIO. pol-
icy over the Stalinists in that body.

In the course of winning this vie-
tory, the anti-CP wing of the CIO
passed a number of by-laws and
amendments to the constitution of
the Los Angeles CIO Council which.
have a grave bearing on the future
of democracy in the CIO.

Though all of these deserve discus-
sion, we will confine ourselves to the
one which has the greatest bearing on
democracy. On the face of it, this
amendment looks quite harmless. It
reads simply: “The autonomy of local
unions affiliated to the council shall
be preserved.”

In voting against this clause, dele-
gates from the International Long-
shoremen & Warehousemen's Union
(ILWU) entered the following state-
ment in the minutes:

“The proposed provisions of the
constitution interpreted by the con-
stitutional commitiee chairman and
the convention chairman denies the
CIO Council delegates the right to
speak and veote according to their own
convictions and the instructions of
. their local unions. For these reasons
and these reasons only, the ILWU
voted unanimously no, because we
are for full and complete autonomy
and not autonomy that is left up to
any chairman’s discretion or inter-
pretation.”

The ILWU asked for inclusion of

an amendment giving delegates the
right to discuss and vote upon any
matter coming before the council.
This was defeated.

MAJORITY RULE?

. In discussing this amendment, the
West Coast edition of the CIO News
(a Murray paper) states: “Supporters
of the accepted amendment protect-
ing local autonomy claimed that
adoption of the ILWU-backed lan-
guage would have given council dele-
gates the power to smash CIO Coun-
cil rules by voting against national
CIO wpolicy. Such an action would
actually interfere with the autono-
‘mous right of the national CIO to
establish rules for the councils, which
are an organizational part of national

CIO, and not of locals or interna--

tionals.”

This statement explains the real
purpose of the amendment on “local
autonomy” about as clearly as could
be desired. Further, it falls in line
with the whole strategy of the Mur-

of Democracy Through Specious ‘Majority Rule’

ray leadership in smashing the Stalin-
ist control of ClO councils all over
the country by demanding that all
councils must go down the line in
advocacy of national CIO political

_policies (support of Truman and the

Marshall Plan), regardless of the
opinions of the delegates and the lo-
cal unions which they are supposed
to represent,

Those who, in the name of democ-
racy, defend this idea of what CIO
courncils are supposed {o do, reason
something like this: Policies of the
CIO are laid down in conventions and
meetings of the National Executive
Board. These are the highest bodies
%f the CIO -and the majorities of
these bodies represent the majority
of the rank and file of the CIO. They
have the right to insist that their
subordinate bodies, the city CIO
councils, carry out these policies.
Surely it isn't undemocratic to de-
mand that the policies established
democratically by the majority of the
CIO membership as represented at
national conventions and on the Na-
tional Executive Board be carried
out locally, even if a local body hap-
pens to have a majority which dis-
agrees with these policies. Majorily
rule in the CIO will have no mean-
ing if anyone who disagrees has the
right to act contrary to the will of
the national majority.

LOADED AGAINST MINORITY

Looked at from this formal point
of view, the policy seems to have
merit. Yet it seems very likely that
it will serve to take away from local
CIO councils much of their reason for
existence. Further, it will go a. long
way toward making it impossible for
any point of view which starts as a
minority from ever being able to
win a majority in the CIO.

Let's say that some local union,
after full discussion, comes io the
conclusion that national CIO policy
on political action is wrong, The local
passes a resolution to that effect, with
copies sent to its international and
to the national CIO. Yet the delegates
of this local cannot present this reso-
Intion for adoption in their city coun-
cil. There they are compelled to vote
for resolutions which are exactly the
opposite of the one adopted by their
local. They are not even permitted
to abstain on such resolutions, nor
to move to table them.

Congressional elections are rolling
around in 1950. One of the life-and-
death questions of the labor move-
ment i§ going to be the policy. adopt-
ed on these elections. If a local has
passed a resolution demanding the
formation of an Independent Labor
Party, or at least that locally the la-

Fund Drive Nears the Three-Quarter

bor movement cease playing around
with the Democratic Party, select la-
bor candidates and ryn them as such
—what are the delegates of this local
going.io do in the council? Will they
vote to support some wardhee]e'r'
whose record in the last Congress was
51 per cent “pro-labor” as against
some candidate whose record was
only 30 per cent “pro-labor”? Are
they going back to their local and
whoop it up for the membership to
get out the vote for him?

Most likely they just won't go to
council meetings. Why should they?
Why have a council which is bound,
.even against the will of possibly 95
per cent of the local unions which
are represented there, to carry out
“national CIO policies”? Isn't it
enough to have an office of the re-
gional director of CIO who is paid
to carry them out?

PACKING A CONVENTION

Some more queslions: Local coun-
cils send delegates to national con-
ventions of the CIO. If the councils
and their officers haven’t the right
to discuss or pass resolutions con-
trary to present national CIO policy,
that will mean that all delegates from
the councils to the national CIO coh-
ventions will be a solid bloc for the
present administration. And that is
no small matter. At the last conven-
tion of the CIO there were 150 dele-
gates representing 1local councils.
These delegates had the same num-
ber of votes as delegates representing
the internationals in the following in-
dustries: auto, electrie, steel, rubber,
textile, clothing, longshore, seamen
(NMU), packinghouse, transport and
oil.

If local delegates to the councils
can't even put the views of their
membership. before the delegates
from other unions (if these views
happen to be contrary te national
CIO policy), what chance will they
ever have to get the support of other
locals for their views? Democracy
means majority rule, but there’s more
to it than that. It also means the right
of a minority to fight for its views and
its right to become a majority if it
can get enough support.

We are very well aware of the fact
that the Stalinists, who are now howl-
ing for democracy in the CIO, were
the chief ones to abuse it when they
were in a majority in loecals and in
the councils. But in the process of
ousting them in the name of “Amera
ican trade-union principles,” isn’t the
Murray majority-setting up proce«
dures: which look much more like
those of a bureaucratic political ma=
chine than those of political and
trade-union democracy?
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Nearly $10,000 Raised at Record Speed, but Last Push Needed +o Put Final 30% Over the Top

By YETTA BARSH
Fund Drive Director

JUNE 6—We are approaching the end
of our Fund Drive. Only two more
reports are to follow. We have raised
70 per cent of our $14,000 goal and
have less than two weeks within
which to raise the balance. If all
units participating in the drive con-
tinue to push ahead with the utmost

vigor, it will be possible for us to hit -

the $14,000 mark.

It is interesting to note that the
total of $9,869.72 which has been col-
lected to date is the largest sum ever
to have been raised by us in so short
a period, We started out with the idea
of speédy collections and on the whole
the pace has been good.

If the delinquent uhits will start
their last big push right now, we will
be able fo raise the remaining 30 per
cent within the time limit set.

Nine units have achieved 100 per
cent or better of their quotas. Phila-
delphia, which has* been maintaining
an even and steady pace, sent in the
$51 which brought it into the 100 per
cent class. “You'll be receiving above
the quota before the conclusion of the
drive,” reads the note which accom-
panied its last contribution.

Reading too hit the 100 per cent
mark with its second $50 contribution
and writes that it is “conceivable that
more will be raised.” Streator sent in
$5, which completed its quota, and a
note promising a few more dollars.
St. Louis is the one League unit which
continues to oversubscribe its quota;

it sent in an additional $15, raising its

contributions to 146 per cent.

All but one of the Socialist Youth
League units are in the better-than-
100-per-cent class. The Chicago SYL
increased its prcentage to 196 with
its $43.75 last week, thus putting it
ahead of the Bronx SYL, which
jumped to 176 per cent with another
$10 contribution. _

Manhattan SYL sent in $30 and
Broeklyn SYL $6, raising their per-
centages to 111 and 116 respectively.
The Berkeley SYL, having sent in
$10, is now up to 40 per cent of its
quota.

New York City continues to push
ahead vigorously. Tis last $385 in-
creases its total to $3790.65, or 95 per
cent of its quota. Phe comrades who
have been directing the collections
in New York City have been follow-
ing a well-laid plan and their results
are exemplary. They tell us they
will' exceed their $4,000 before the
end of the drive,

Cleveland has now achieved 92 per
cent of its $400 quota and San Fran-
cisco 91 per cent of its $800 quota.
Both branches, sending in their re-
spective $30 and $199.10 contribu-
tions, write that they will hit the
top and perhaps go over.

Buffalo, which met with a few dif-
ficulties at the begipning of the drive,
sent in another $100 (inereasing its
total to 88 per cent of its $1,000 quo-
ta). “We are dping our best to end
with a-bang,” they write. “Sorry we
didn't put our best foot forward
all during the drive but we will try

Vs - -
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Books for Germany: Help Build Socialism!

From many parts of Western Ger-
many we have received requests for
Marxist literature IN ENGLISH.
Books and pamphlets by Trotsky,
Lenin, Marx, etc., are in urgent de-
mand, but any Marxist works are
needed. Almost none of this literature
is available at present. All books and
pamphiets contributed will be widely
circulated. '

\.

Help rebuild Germany’s socialist
movement! Send us your unused or
duplicate copies of any and all Marx-
ist literature, or any you can spare.
They will be forwarded immediately
to those who will make good use of
them.

Send them to: LABOR ACTION
(Attention: H. Judd), 4 Court Square,
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

to have close to $1200 the last day
of the drive.”

Detroit’s $160 increased its total
collections to $519.46, 87 per cent of
its quota. They too write: “We are
setting for ourselves the goal of rais-
ing $700.”

Chicago is another branch which is
above the national average—its $105

last week raised its total to 74 per

cent and the prospects are that it will
have no difficulty in raising its quota.

This week’s receipts include the
following contributions: National Of-
fice $94, Newark $39, West Virginia
$35, Boston $30, Akron $21, Baltimore
$12, Connecticut 10, The total for the
week was $1,440.85.

Branch Quota Received PerCent
Chicago SYL ... $100 $196 196
Bronx SYL ... 50 88 176
St. Louis ................ S 50 73 146
Brooklyn SYL ............ccooooevinnnn, . 50 58 116
Manhattan SYL ......................... 50 - 56 111
Buffalo SYL ... 50 52 104
Philadelphia .... 400 400 100
Reading ..... AR AP | 100 100
T R 25 25 100
New Yark Gity ......coooovrvoo....... 4000 3791 95
Cleveland .............. S S—— 400 369 92
San Francisco ............................ 800 724 9'i
Buffalo ' 890 - 89
Detroit 519 87

Newark ............. 251 Y
Chicago ............ SRR R 1500 1110 74
West Yirginia .............ccocovnve.. 125 78 52
Wil e . 100 52 52
Akron 200 100 50
Labor Action and New Int'l ..... 150 68 45
National Office .................. i 615 41
Berkeley SYL ........................ 20 40
Seattle ... P W——" . 300 80 27
:Los Angeles ...... R —— . 500 107 21
Connecticut 10 20
Youngstown 20 20
Baltimore ..... 16 8
Pittsburgh ... 2 4
_Indiuna O P S A 0 0' '
PRI oococussismmuibismainimni ... 50 0 0
‘Miscellaneous ......................... 877
TOTALS ...ocooovvvvrorrnr $14,000 $9870 - 70
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‘Stalinist “Martyrs” - -

(Continued from page 1)

it is an issue guaranteed to consolidate the greatest amount of sympathy—
or at least arouse a minimum amount of antagonism—for the defendants.
The name of the Communist Party is mud among some of the best sections
of the working class because of its c¥imes against labor and its permanent

. willingness to sacrifice labor to the interests of the Kremlin. But the

firmest working-class enemy of the CP—and we count ourselves high up
on this list—cannot but support Gates’ refusal to comply. with the judge’s
Hinstruetion” that he constitute himself a stool-pigeon or go to jail.

The issue is not the protection of Gates’ buddies (Stalinist hatchetmen
- like their master, no doubt). The issue is whether a court has the power

which. Medina has assumed.

There is no law which requires the public disclosure of the membership
of the CP. Such laws have been and are being propesed. but none has been
passed by Congress. Judge Medina has passed it all by himself, as far as the
court trial is concerned. And if we are wrong in assuming that Clark is behind
it, then- he should, as attorney general of the United States, do something
about this monstrous piece of judicial legislation.

We are concerned with the meaning of this act, not for the CP, but for
the labor and socialist movement. It puts a reactionary weapon in the
hands of the government which can be used against any radical group or
against any group considered radical by the government. It does this in
a situation where everybody knows that another &rm of Clark’s embryonic
Gestapo is ready and able to secure the dismissal from industry of anyone
hamed in response in Medina’s leading question. .

‘But this piece of stupidity seems to be a more cr less inherent part of
the government's procedure in the CP trial—a trial which has been an offense
against civil liberties from the beginning. The government case has proved
no "clear and present danger” and obviously does not intend to do so. The
conviction of the CP defendants on the flimsy "evidence" of the kind presented
(which has nothing to do with the Stalinists' REAL crimes against labor) and
on the basis of the Smith Gag Act would constitute a precedent of great
du?g'g:'- to all movements of social protest frowned upon by the capitalist

powers-that-be in this country.

‘And as the safeguards of civil liberties get torn down, after the Stal-
inists come the real socialists, “radicals” of any sort, the labor movement
itself, and finally any government opposition. If the U. 8. is still far from
the end-resgult of this well-worn process, why on earth should that be the
slightest reason for failing to fizht with all one’s strength against its clear

and pbvions beginnings?

The Stalinists do no service to eivil liberties by shrieking at the top of
their lungs that the CP trial shows that the U, S. has gone “fascist” (as
they do especially for European propaganda). It makes it too easy for the
pro-Washington apologists to wrap themselves in the red, white and blue
and point to the distance that remains between Russian totalitarianism
and even post-World-War-II American democracy. But the policy of the
government in the CP trial shows the direction in which Washington is
driving, and there is no reason to wait until it gets there before waking up.

‘The CP can get along without Gates, Hall and Winston. Three other
obedient stooges can be set up just as easily as these were. But sitting in
jail as martyrs on the reprehensible grounds chosen by Medina, as legiti-
mate symbols of a,violation of civil liberties, the CP is able to make an
appeal which it cannot make on the basis of its pro-Moscow polities, It
will only help the CP, not help to fight it.

IN MEMORIAM

By M. STEVENS

Six years ago this week, June 6,
1943, Pantelis Pouliopoulos was stood
up against a wall at Larrissa, Greece,
and shot to death. His executioners
were Mussolini’s military authorities,
who ,were jointly occupying Greece
with Hifler's henchmen.

In Pouliopoulos’ death, the inter-
national socialist movement lost one
of its brightest lights and the radical
movement in Greece out of the most
outstanding revolutionists it has yet
produced. As general secretary of the
KKE (Communist Party of Greece)
and later as a Fourth Internationalist
leader, he was held in high esteem.
by the workers of Greece.

His stature among the workers was .

so high that the full pressure of Sta-
lin’s Comintern for more than four
years was not strong enough to re-
‘move him and his tendency from the
KKE—and then only through gang-
ster methods and the importation of
a solid corps from Moscow, including
the present secretary of the KKE,
N. Zachariades.

‘Pouliopoulos joined the Communist
movement in 1919. He first came into
‘prominence as an organizer of the
Séldiers' Councils in Macedonia and
Asia Minor. These councils gained
considerable strength during the Asia
Minor debacle. This was a war or-
ganized by King Constantine of
Greece and backed by Lloyd George
‘and Winston Churchill .immediately
after the First World War in an at-
tempt to take territory away from
Turkey.. . .. :

_Fear of revolt by the Greek. sol-
.diers and the threat. of revolution
forced King Constsntine to abdicate
kis thixone. But the “democrais’ who
topk power still feared the soldiers’
couneils; they arrested Pouliopoulos,
who was now a member of the cen-
tral committee of ‘the councils, and
in 1922 imprisoned him on the charge
of treasom.

A Fighter for Freedom:
Pantelis Pouliopoules

In 1924, Pouliopoulos was elected
president of the Revolutionary Vet-
erans' Conference and during that
same year was elected general sec-
retary of the KKE and delegate to
the fifth congress of the Communist
International in Moscow.

FOUGHT STALINISM

As early as 1926 he was questioning
the policies of the Comintern and the
directives being forced on the party.
He withdrew as a candidate for the
Greek parliament to devote his en-
ergies toward fighting the non-social-
ist theories that were being advanced
in the party by various elements.

By 1927 he realized that these non-
socialist theories were the root of
Stalinism and along with others he
organized the first- Left Opposition
group (Pireaus) in the KKE. The
fight against him and his co-workers
was long and bitter, with the Sta-
linists eventually winning out. Pou-
liopoulos organized the Spartakos
Left , Opposition, which ~with other
Trotskyist groups eventually emerged
as a party. )

Pouliopoulos was arrested again

_and stood trial for treason in 1925,

1928 and 1935. In 1938 he was arrest-
ed by the Greek fascist dictatorship
of Metaxas and sentenced to the no-
torious prisons on the islands where
in 1942 he contracted tuberculosis.

. He was confined to the hospital when

Mussolini's armed forces came to
Greece. They took him to Larrissa
‘and shot him.

He was the author of hundreds of
articles and many serious works on
Marxism which appeared in pamphlet
and book forms. He also translated
many of the Marxist classics into the
Greek language. His last translation,
finished in prison shortly before he
was killed, was Leon Trotsky’s “Rev-
olution Betrayed.”

On this sixth anniversary of his
death we tip our flags to the memory
of this heroic socialist. .
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LABOR
MOVIE REVIEW

THE HOME OF THE BRAVE, screenplay from a story by
Arthur Laurentz, produced by Stanley Kramer for
Screen Play Corp.; released by United Artists.

By ABE VICTOR _

After carefully skirting the subjeet of Negro dis-
crimination in pictures like “Crossfire,” Hollywood has
finally approached it with something resembling bra-
vado. The result is a screen event, although it falls
quite short of being an aesthetic one.

Not that the picture lacks tension, or vivid pictorial
display, or even simple emotional involvement. What-
ever the motion picture can bring to play in the form
of action, this picture does. Action cannpot, however, be
used as a substitute for the art of bringing personalities
and their relations to each other into full develppment.
Where substitutes fail, this picture does also.

The fact that Hollywood has finally produced an anti-
Jim Crow movie is by itself a fact to be: celebrated,
whatever the other factors involved. The same holds for
the making of a movie which has a Negro as its hero.

To give the-picture its due, it approaches the sub-
jeet with admirable directness, such as did “Crossfire”
and “Gentleman’s Agreement” on the subject of anti-
Semitism. The reactionary. engages not only in snide
remarks against the Negro, but refers to him directly
in all the vieious terminolegy of the American anti-
Negro vernacular and is persuaded only at the risk of
being himself called a coward, to go upon a dangerous
military mission for which he at first refuses to vol-
unteer because he will have to work with a Negro
soldier. '

The tension which results is easily imagined; but
it should be made clear that while simple and clear
psychological reasons are given for this Jim. Crow at-

titude, the social and economic causes for Jim Crow

are omitted except for some mumbled line about the
tradition of slavery in American history—a tradition
which evidently still weighs like an alp upon the mind
of Hollywood.

TOLD IN FLASHBACKS'

The story is the simple one of a patrol sent out on a
special and dangerous assignment, consisting of three
white soldiers, and a Negro under the command of a
white officer. The Negro is the only engineer available
and willing to volunteer for this risky duty from a
specialist battalion stationed at some distance from the
combat organization which takes this assignment.

One of the white soldiers turns out to be an old friend
of Peter Moss, the Negro, and befriends him on the pa-
trol, defending him from the scurrilous attacks of Cor-
poral "T. J.,” the Negro-baiter. Moss suffers combat shock
while on the mission and the entire stery is told in flash-
backs from the usual psychiatrist’'s couch, this time

draped in the appropriatef khaki.

The crux of the plot lies in the friendship of Moss
and Finch, the white boy who befriended him and with
whom he onee played basketball on the high school

. team. At a crucial turn in the combat, Finch makes a

A\

vicious anti-Negro remark which he immediately cor-
reets. From one who was his closest friend and who
made_ all the overtures in the friendship, Moss finds

stich a ‘remark-imposyiblé to take. But why this remark *

should have been made is not accounted for by the
characterization in this movie. In terms of the person-
ality of Finch it could only have been the purest acci-
dent, to this reviewer unbelievable and inconsistent.
Since all the motivation hangs upon this relationship,
when the motivation is thus called into question, the
action fails.

CRUDE PSYCHIATRY

It is likewise with the development of “Mossy.”
Only his simple, direct and elemental reactions to Jim
Crow wisecracks are clearly motivated. His feelings for
Finch during the patrol assignment are clear enough
because they are based on the fact that Finch is the
only one who befriends him. This proves merely that
where one simple emotion is the motive, Hollywood
knows how to portray it clearly, which is perhaps why
its greatest talents lie in the portrayal of the act of
violence.

It is for this very reason that “T. J.”, played by
Steve Brodie, emerges as the best portrayal. Playing
the villain with a realistic and simple consistency,
Brodie takes the acting laurels away from every mem-

ACTION

d Eyes Jim Crow
ome of the Brave™

ber of the cast, giving the serious as well as the comie
intervals their measured and charged quality.

One scene between Finch and Moss comes through,
however, with a graceful and highly charged quality.
This is the scene of Finch's graduation party to which
Moss, invited and later begged to come, refuses to at-
tend with simple clear-headed dignity about the possi-
bility of racial tension.

'The motion picture is laden with too many recent
sereen conventions: the psychiatrist who has a crude
time of it combining Freudian with social analysis, the
narco-hypnosis, and the flashbacks from the psycho-
analytic sessions, most of the sessions being vulgar,
unnecessary or misused vehicle for the “message.”

When it emerges, however, from the doctor’s office
to the open sea, the jungle-green island, the simple tale
of the four men tensed for some unexpected rifle shot,
the curt remark, the friendly cigarette in the dark, the
camera becomes lyrical and artistic and entrancing in
its movement from leaf to leaf and face to face.

WHAT NEXT?

This is merely the first-of four pictures which are
being exported from Hollywood dealing with this sub-
ject. The major studios are yet to present their more
highly budgeted masterpieces on the same theme. But
the irony of the situation arises in this guestion:

After four Negro actors are given the "glorious op-

. portunity” to use their talents as the heroes of major

film productions, what will the studios do with them?
Are they. to be reconverted in true Hollywood style back
to playing comics, servants, janitors, cooks and other
Hollywoed inventions in the Jim Crow tradition?

The ending of the picture would seem to indicate
nothing of the kind. With true film-making positivism,
the studio patches everything up in the end with a false-
sounding symbolism, as obvious as it is hypocritical in
its unity of the Negro soldier with his white buddy.
What is in life a continuing social and personal tragedy
becomes for Hollywood merely the beginning of a new
and happy business partnership.

In decades, perhaps, the Negro question will become
a subject for historical or "period” movies and the sim-
ple, elementary fact of Jim Crow will no longer arouse
such dramatic tension as it does today. When the fact of
being a Negro is no longer tragic in itself, the Negro in-
dividual may become a tragic hero in his own right as an
individual.

Those who saw the French movie “Jennie Lamour”
may recall the affectionate scenes between Louis Jouvet
and his-adopted Negro son. Used casually, and naturally
this relationship illustrates the gap in race relations
and motion picture values that exists between France
and the United States, precisely because no attention
is called to the color of the little boy's skin.

Brannan Farm Program —

(Continued from page 1)

Brannan states that milk to the con-
sumer might be allowed to go to fif-
teen cents a guart. The farmer would
be entitled to a certain-income on a
stated amount of production, and the
government would make up with a
Treasury check the difference be-
tween that certain figure and his ac-
tual income at market and/or sup-
ported prices.

BIG FARMERS AGAINST

To get this government subsidy,
farmers would have to meet specified
requirements as to spil conservation,
possibly acreage allotments, market-
ing agreements and marketing quotas.
While members of Congress and big
corporation farms are objecting to
government regulation as *“socialist-
ie,” most medium and small farmers
do not oppose government controls
in exchange for a guaranteed income.
They fear the glutted markets and
the decline of prices much more than
government controls.

The Brannan bill ingratiates itself
with the medium and small farmer
because it attempfs to remove the
complaint against all former farm-
support laws that they benefit the
big corporation farm more than the
family farm. Under the Brannan bill
all farmers would get an assured
amount of income on a fixed amount
of their production, and this top
amount of support production would
be the same for both a big farm and
a small farm.

This would work out so that all or
most of the output of a family farm
would have the benefit of income
support. This is in line with some of
the “Fair Deal” ideas of the admin-

istration for maintaining mass pur-
chasing power, not very palatable to
the big farm corporations and their
representatives in Washington.

The supporters of the Brannan bill
claim it will have some very definite
advantages over the present parity-

price-support system. They admit that

that cost to the government will still
be great, but promise it will not be
as great as ungder the present method.
They predict that by allowing many
commodities to seek their -market
price level, the consumers will get a
break, there will be higher consump-
tion, less produce to store. This in-
creased consumption of certain com-
modities due to decreased prices is
expected to add up to more farm in-
come, and therefore smaller checks
irom the Treasury will be called for
to make up the guaranteed income.

VOTE-GETTING AT STAKE

The administration, worried over
surpluses, claims that the Aiken farm
law which was passed by the 80th
Congress and which goes into effect
in January, 1850, does not have the
power ta bring production down.
Even though the Aiken law does pro-
vide for variations downward below
-90 per cent of parity for government
support of prices, farmers still con-
sider this support more profitable
than reducing production. This has
been borne out in potato production
where there are heavy surpluses in
spite of the drop in price support
from 90 per cent to 60 per cent of
parity. The Brannan bill, on the other
hand, provides for a guaranteed in-
come on a definite amount of pro-
duction and also for government reg-
ulations to check production. This,

by the way, is scarcity production!

A final word about the motivation
of the Brannan bill. Next year is an
election year. If the Aiken law goes
into effect, not only will the over-all
farm situation be bad, as peinted out
above, and individual farmers will
be insecure in the gengral insecurity,
but they will also be dissatisfied with
the fluctuations inherent in the Ai-
ken law. Farmers would be likely to
blame the administration for their
troubles, in spite of the fact that the
Aiken law was the creation of the

80th Congress. The Brannan bill, on.

the other hand, by gyaranteeing in-
come and purchasing power to the
farming population, would reward,
the Democrats on election day. *
Whatever the fate of the Brannan
bill—it has powerful opponents—it
is only another makeshift. As stated
above, the government has to inter-
vene permanently in that sector of
the economy where the contradie-
tions of the profit system have become

. an unrelieved problem. Will the gov-

ernment be able to maintain farm
income, as provided by the Brannan
bill; during a period of declining con-
sumer income due to unemployment
and declining national income due to
minor or major crisis, without creat-
ing other baffling problems?
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One for the Museum

While little additional evidence is
needed to prove the kind of dicta-
torial regime that exists inside the
-Communist Party, the following doc-
umentary material may still be of
interest. It illustrates the way in
which the CPs fuehrers go ‘about
expelling one of their own leaders
(or former leaders). : i

The case involved goes back to 1948
but the material has only ‘recently

been published in a mimeographéed

internal bulletin put out for CP mem-
bers by an opposition group assoti-
ated with the names 'of Sam Darcy,
Bill Dunne, Harrison George, etc., ‘dll
formerly leading members of “the
Kremlin's American agency. The bul-
letin is entitled "Manhattan ' Commu-
nist Bulletin—For a Bolshevized CP"
(sic) ond is mailed by the group #o
CP members in New York. The issue
quoted is April 1949.

The case is that of Max Bedacht,
former secretary-general of the CP
(1929-30), member of its national
committee (1919-1936), member of
the Executive Committee of the
Communist International  (1926)
and formerly editor of The Commu-
nist. The document we republish
here is a copy of the official charge
laid against Bedacht, on the basis
of which he was expelled. Readers
may find it weird even for the to-
talitarianized CP. Bedacht was offi-
cially expelled because the differ-
ences of opinion which he held were
not “honest” ones—that’s all.

HIS OWN MEDICINE

An introductory note in the MCB
summarizes the Bedacht case as fol-
lows. All capitalized emphasis in
quotes is from the original. Boldface
type is our own emphgsis.

“The wave of expulsions from the
Party is increasing. Today it reaches
out to engulf everyone who is even
slightly critical of Party leadership.
It attempts to drown every voice,
regardless of the past or present ac-
tivity of the individual on behalf of
the Party. One of the most incred-
ible and disgusting cases is the ex-
pulsion of Comrade Max Bedacht, a
charter member and former Secre-

tary General of the Communist Par- |

ty, U.8.A.

"Comrade Bedacht began to criti-
cize the Party leadership sevéral
years ago. Although his criticisms
were expressed only through the
‘legal’ channels of the Party dnd were
based on 47 years of activity in the
Communist movement, THEY WERE
NEVER DISCUSSED OR ANSWERED.
Instead; the Party leadership began
a campaign of slander against him.

' Comrade Badacht submitted articles

to the Daily Worker for the recent
preconvention discussion, but they
were never published. He was elected
to the New Jersey State Convention,
but the leadership refused to seat him
as a delegate. He submitted a letter
to the Natiopal Convention, but in-
stead of discussing it, the leadership
of the Convéntion prefaced a state-
ment to it which, In effect, declared
Comrade Bedacht expelled . ..
“After this, the leadership asked
Comrade Bedacht’s club (French-
town, N. J., Branch) to expel him.
The club refused. The “leadership
thereupon appealed to themselves to
reverse the decision of the club. This
was accomplished without diffieulty
and Comrade Bedacht was expelled
‘officially’ on October 13, 1948.”
Thus another “enemy of the peo-
ple” bit the dust. It should be added,
in case that is necessary, that the
procedure worked out on Bedacht
should be perfectly familiar to that
gentleman, since it is exactly the.
sort of thing Bedacht used to engi-

A DOCUMENT FROM THE CP JUNGLE:
HOW A FORMER LEADER WAS EXPELLED

‘during

-tions

neer in his own time. (He was on the
reeciving end, this trip.)

Following is the official document
of the CP. It speaks for itself.

REVIEW COMMISSION«OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF
NEW JERSEY
‘- It is our considered opinion that
Bedacht’s vicious and slanderous at-
"tacks against the Party and its
leadership are not motivated by, nor
ig its source, HONEST political dif-
ferences of opinion on political line.

‘On the contrary, after investiga-
tion, we are convinced that.Bedacht
has attempted to develop “a line” in
order to attack the national leader-
ship of our Party.

Ever since 1946 when his thesis on
National Group Work was rejected,
Bedacht has refused to recognize his
error, but on the contrary has em-
barked upon the road of factional-
ism, political disruption, and dishon-
est attempts at “line” making in or-
der to smear and discredit the lead-
ership of the Party—with the pur-
pose of vindicating his own over-
exaggerated ego and his wrong posi-
tion on the national-group question.

‘This ‘explains Bedacht’s behavior
e whole pre-convention dis-
cussion. His was not a discussion of
political problems. It was rather an
attempt to USE the pre-convention
discussion for factional purposes.

If anyone were to follow HIS
“thegretical line” it could lead to
nothing but disaster. If followed,
that line would lead to the isolation
of the left from all other anti-im-
perialist forces.

" But Bedacht himself does not take
his own line seriously. He is ready to
back down and agree that tactics
pursued are correct when he is
pressed to answer specific questions.
He gave his game away when he
stated to the Chairman and Secre-
tary of the Review Commission:

~ "Even though the line is not per-*
fect, SOMETHING could be made of
it. But it's the leadership that's neo
good."

We have therefore come to the
conclusion that Bedacht has been
embarked upon a factional road ever
since 1946. That he has sunk so low
as to place himself above the Party
and ‘the interests of the working
class.

He seeks to undermine the Party
by projecting slogans and proposi-
which would disorient  the-
Party and the working class; by
earrying out a dishonest, underhand-
ed campaign against the Party and -
jts leadership; by willfully attempt-
ing to deceive the comrades in hisg
club, county and state as to his real
purposes and intentions.

Since the convention, Bedacht has
shown no inclination towards recog-
nizing the anti-party, anti-working-
class road that he is traveling. On the
contrary, he has continued his at-
tempt ot deceit and through double-
tglk and appeal to the "soft spots™
of the comrades in his branch, at-
tempts to remain in the Party for his
self-announced purpose of "fighting
the leadership the first chance | get."

It is the unanimous opinion of the
State Review Commission that in
view of the foregoing, Max Bedacht
is no longer eligible for membership
in -the Communist Party as deter-
mined by Article III, Sections 1 and
2 of the 'Constitution CPUSA. We
thHerefore recommend that the State
Board of New Jersey Communist
Party reverse the decision of the
Frenchtown Club, and expel Max
Bedacht from the Communist Party.

REVIEW COMMISSION

COMMUNIST PARTY OF N. J.
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Two Americﬁns in Paris Raise the Flag

Farrell: From Studs loniydn to Horatio Alger

’ T

. The speeches by James T. Farrell

-._cml Sidney Hook discussed .in this

‘article were delivered at the so-cailed
“International Day of Resistance to
War and Dictatorship™ spomored by
_#he French RDR (Revolutionary Deme-
eratic Rally) in Paris. The complete
text of these speeches has been re-
ceived by LABOR ACTION, as mimeo-
graphed for press release 'by the
_sponsors of the conference. Farrell's
speech, though delivered in English, is
' mimeographed In French; quotations

are transiated by the author.
- ; ; V4

By STANLEY GREY

. The “American Left” should be
interested in the speeches made by
Jame‘:s T. Farrell and Sidney Hook
“in Paris on April 30, in view of the
" fact that these two deep thinkers
‘ were speaking in its name. The
speeches constitute texts of Ameri-
" can chauvinism and it would be plain
ingratitude to permit them to pass
" without notice.

A certain amount of special inter-
est attaches to Farrell’s speech in
view of the novelist’s precipitous
decline in political thinking, a de-
cline which has been so rapid that it
almost approaches in velocity one of
the quick-change flipflops of the
Stalinists themselves. At Paris, sad
to behold, Farrell delivered a talk
such as would have been surprising
if heard from a right-wing ADA’er.

" Speaking before a leftwing audi-
ence, almost entirely socialist in its
eomposition, he did not even throw
them the sop of mentioning socialism
explicitly or implicitly, broadly or
narrowly. His speech was little more
than a lusty paean in praise of

American democracy and lacked
only the lyrics of “God Bless Amer-
ica” to render it complete.

While the publication of his entire
text would be necessary to prove
‘ that the above description is some-
what restrained, it must be said that
the effect of the speech is produced
as much by its extreme naiveté as
by its positive’ content. Its enthusi-
asm for American democracy is that
of a recent convert.

 Professor Hook, on the other hand,

" geientist

no recent convert and too much the
in terminology to ﬂmg
Absolutes about recklessly, arrives
at approximately the same “conelu-
sions as Farrell by a more sophisti-
cated path, one properly strewn with
references to objectivity, the rules of
eviderice and bits of eritical ap-
praisal. Both Farrell and Hook,
plugged in Paris as representatives
of the “American Left” (whatever
that is exactly), were indeed truly
representative of that segment of
the liberals and labor leaders who
see the present world struggle for
power as a battle between the Forces
of Darkness and the Forces of Light.

The first section of Farrell's speech
takes off on the theme of Horatio
Alger (we quote in order to be be-
lieved):

“] come from one of the freest
countries in the world. I spent my
whole life there under conditions of
liberty which were enough to permit
me to get ‘an education and to devel-
.op my potentialities. I have always
been able to read all the books I
wanted to. I have always been able
to express all my thoughts and to
defend my convictions. When ' they
tried to impose censorship on me in
America, I appealed to American
justice and defended myself. [Far-
rell apparently refers here to a re-

cent book-censorship case in ‘Phila-

delphia—Ed.] I won my case. When
the police in an American city seized
certain of my books without warrant
and contrary to the formal stipula-
tions of the law, I was able to ap-
pear before the federal courts of the
U. .S. and prosecute the police. The
books are still on sale in this city.
There does not exist any cultural
terror in the United States, and if
you here, you people of Europe, be-
lieve that such exists, you are eXpos-
ing yourselves to deception.”

IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE
After this definitive proof of

America’s democratic character, he-
proceéds to give his personal guar- .

antee that it will remain so forever,
He denies the wild Stalinist charge
that the U. 8. is “fascist” and adds:
“] am more than certain when I af-
firm that I do not believe it will ever
become so.”

A Documenl' by an Ex-Stalinist Refugee—

The accompanying document was transmitted to LABOR ACTION
by a responsible correspondent in Europe. We take the liberty of
“quoting from the letter which came with it:

“Enclosed is a statement from an East Prussian refugee, which
my wife got hold of and which I have translated from German to
Engllsh She and her family fled from the same place earlier, but

“they have spoken with many who came later, and all that they have
- pieced together would indicate that the enclosed statement is accurate.
She does not know the man who wrote it; she dug it out of a file of
such statements by refugees collected at a ‘bunker’ at the Hamburg
Main Station—where people could stay three days at the expense of
the city, and where they were invited to deposit ‘statements.” So far as
~ we know, no one has used these statements journalistically.”

I, Herman Matzkowitz, born in
Kreuzberg. November 5, 1899, was a
sawmill worker in Koenigsberg, East
.Prussia,- with the Anders Company,
-Schoenflisser Allee. During 1945 and
1946 I lived in Koenigsberg, under
Russian occupation.

After witnessing the terror in the
town and the innumerable crimes of
the Soviets against the simplest rules
of humanity, I would like . to . state
voluntarily the following things, to
which I am prepared to swear for-
mally. Prior to this experience, I. was
a convinced Communist.

In October 1942, I was sentenced
by the Nazi' government to three
years' imprisonment for making
treasonable statements. For example,
I had said: “When the Russians come,
all Nazis will be executed.” I was
imprisoned at Rhein, East Prussia.
As the Russians were threatening this
province, the prisons were thrown
open in January 1045,

‘Then-1 went to Koenigsberg, but I
couldn’t find my family. They had al-
ready fled. For a short time I worked
for my old company again. I was
drafted into the Home Guard, but
was released again when they found
that I was not “worthy” of this duty.

On April 7, 1945, the Russians en-’
tered Koenigsberg Ponarth, the
southern suburb where I lived. They
evacuated us civilians to Loewenha-
gen, byt upon showing my prison
documents I was allowed to return
home. . reported to. the 5th Russian
Kommandantura in Koenlgsbetg,_
where. I. was straightway _appointed
mayor of Fonarth, '

According to a census of May 1,
there were. 80,000 Germans in Koe-
nigsberg (normal population 360,000,
which increased to about 100,000 dur-
ing that month due to.an influx of
older men being released from prison
camps.

HEADS AND POTATOES

As soon as theé Russians entered the
town, .they arrested all Nazi Party
members, as well as anyone else who
had any vague connection with the-
Nazis; they were taken to concen-
iration camps at Metgethen, Labiau

and Insterburg. Also political prison-
ers were being held in the city jail
with eight men to the cell designed
for one.

We German mayors often had oc-
casion to visit this prison where we
saw their living conditions and their
oppression, During the month of May
alone, more than 1500 of the men in
this prison either died or disappeared,
from an.epidemic of typhus. and at
the hands of the GPU. [Russian se-
cret policel.

On June 20, 1945, we twelve Ger-
man. mayors, including the newly ap-
pointed Mayor Laue, were obliged to
witness a mass execution of more
than 1000 political prisoners on . the
Erich Koch Square. They were ex-
ecuteéd by chopping off their heads
at ‘the block. Of this .group, only tweo
were reprieved at the last moment
and given ten years at -hard labor;
one of them was Herr Flach, the as-
sistant superintendent of the Anders
Company, - -

Inasmuch as the food situation was
already catastrophic since April, we
mayors begged the Russian occupa-
tion authorities to permit the Ger-
man population to plant potatoes and
vegetables in their gardens. (Hitherto
the' Germans had been confined to
their houses, the garden plots being
soine distance away). This was al-
lowed -and the people began to work,
but-by the end of May the Rusmans
confiscated everything, even the seed,
and posted guards over the garden
plots.' Only we mayors, identified by
wh:te armbands, were allowed to har-
vest some vegetables and potatoes

THE FOUR HORSEMEN

Toward the end of June 1945 an
epidemic of typhus, caused by starva-
tion, broke out in:Libau, Latvia, and
spread to Koenigsberg. This plague,
from the very first, took a toll of
about 300 victims per day. In October
this figure fell for a time to 50 per
day, which reflected a somewhat im-
proved food situation, with the po-
tato crop becommg available during

‘this month.

Nothing was done on the part of
the Russians to relieve the starvation

" ment is "independent . . .

The basis for this unshakable con-

viction is the existence of a large '

and powerful movement (which, as
every student of history knows, was
lacking in pre-Hitler Germany . . .}’
and the fact that this labor move-
and impreg-
nated with the democratic spirit” (in
contrast, we presume, with the Ger-
man pre-Hitler labor movement which
was merely . . . socialist). There is not
a hint or reference to any social or
economic basis of fascism to which
the passion of belief is logically ir-
relevant.

Farrell’s zeal in advertising the
American product is so fervent as to
be embarrassing. About the tenden-
cies in American life towards fur-
ther militarization, towards persecu-
tion of -all revolutionary socialist po-
litical minorities, toward loyalty
oaths and witch hunts, there is not
a word.

These tendencies do not ‘make
American fascist nor do they guar-
antee that it will become fascist. But

that is not the point. It is certdinly,

incumbent on any analyst of Ameri-
can democracy to cite and analyze
these growing tendencies, especially
as they are part of the general prep-
aration of the U. S. for war which
will not cease tomorrow. But per-
haps Farrell was right after all.
What kind of a salesman is it who
knoeks his own product?

END OF A SLIDE

It must be added that Farrell did
mention the faet that Negroes are
diseriminated against in the U, S.—
his only concession. This may be ac-
counted for by the fact that it is
already . a well-known aspect of
American life. But he mentions it
only to assure his French audience
that the president has signed a civil
liberties report and “the libraries of
the U. 8. are full of books which
¢riticize all ; aspects: of American
life.”

And he triumphantly concludes by
pointing to how much worse the
state of affairs is in Russia. “Do the
Russian leaders sign reports con-

demning the evils of foreed.labor,:

repression of civil liberties "and the
destruction of the free trade unions?
To ask the question is to answer it.”

among the surviving population, un-
til the end of 1945. The rations were
200 grams (three small slices) of
.bread ration, because the ration card
but that. Many could not buy their
bread ration, because the ration card
cost ten rubles (and twenty rubles
for jobholders). The reichsmark was
no longer in circulation; German pa-
per money was lying in the streets.
The daily bread ration of 200 grams
cost one ruble, which was often be-
yond the means even of people who
had jobs. Such persons were prom-
ised their pay in rubles, but usually
they got none. Only we mayors were
sure to get our pay (360 rubles per
month).

There was no other food in Koe-
nigsberg to be bought, nor were any
businesses or craftsmen’s shops open.
Sometimes people gathered horse-
meat from the veterinary hospital.
However, this could be done only at
the greatest risk; it meant putting
oneself at the mercy of the Russians.
Half of the women who went out to
fetch horsemeat never returned. Al-
most every day—as I myself wit-
nessed—they were violated and mur-
dered.

NO CHILDREN UNDER FOUR

‘Inasmuch as people cannot live on
200 grams per day, they traded their
last belongings to the Russians for
something to eat, The preachers Beck-
mann and Mueller, both of whom
had earlier suffered punishment for
being anti-Nazis, begged the Russian
military duthorities for permission to
gather potato peels from the Russian
barracks. These potato peels were did
vided up into little portions and ra-
tioned to the people. There were no
more small children under four years

But which question? The question
whether Russia is more democratic
than the U. $.? That's an easy one.
But the question that supposedly was
under discussion here was the Negro
question. On that point, as Farrell
examined it, to ask the question was
simply to ask it.

Then Farrell comes to his real
point which is that all good -men
must rally to the support of the
Atlantic Pact and the Marshall Plan.
Only the Russians could benefit from
their defeat and therefore we must
support them. In addition, the Mar-
shall Plan is a means of satisfying

“the needs of the European people

and as such he is for it. From the
point of view of the heart, any meas-
ure which satisfies human beings is
worth unqualified support. But the
heart is not the best organ for valu-
ating a political question and the
Marshall Plan is just a bit different
from a grandiose project for feeding
people.

It is this emotionalism about free-
dom untarnished by political consid-
erations of how to arrive at.it, this
hatred of Stalinism unadulterated
by examinations of the best means
of fighting it, which characterizes
Farrell and the segment of Ameri-
can intellectuals he speaks for. For
Farrell himself, this speech- repre-

sents a rush for the bandwagon of -

American chauvinism at a speed
greater than could have been reason-
ably predicted. One thmg‘ is abso-
lutely beyond doubt and that is that
there is not much further to’slide.

SCIENCE AT WORK

Sidney Hook’s speech consisted
mainly of his familiar litany aimed
at drumming up trade for the ‘At-
lantic Pact in the hostile atmosphere
of “the Paris audience. We wish to
focus attention on his last section
where “As an American, and there-
fore free to criticize his own govern-
ment, I must confess that the Ameri-
can govermment in the past has
made many errors which have em-
boldened the Soviet regime to threat-
en the liberties of Europe.”

~The full Iist of these daring eriti-
cisms, made possible only by Ameri-
can democracy, follows: “It [the

- i‘s.

Fast Prussia Under the Russian Heel

old, nor old people in Koenigsberg.
The only well-nourished people were
pregnant women living with Russian
soldiers. The high mortality rate re-
duced the population from 50,000 in
the fall-to :82;000. I was able to con-
firm the correctness of these figures,
inasmuch ds I, as mayor, was in
charge of giving out bread ration
cards.

On November 6 and 7, 1945, which

was Red Army Day, the Russian sol-

diers were given the full right to do
as they wished: men were beaten,
most women were raped, among them
my 71 year old mother, who as a
consequence of this died at Christmas
time. Again at Christmas, soldiers
were given freedom of the town and
most workers were locked in prison
for a few days, including the mayors.

Shortly before leaving Koenigsberg
in February 1946, I went with the
two pastors, Beckmann and Mueller,
to visit a children’s hospital. The lit-
tle children looked like starving chil-
dren such as you see in the newsreel.
Rev. Mueller begged me to tell the
outside world about this situation.
From the 1st to the 15th of February
there was' no bread. Since I could

‘not bear this inhuman situation.any

longer, I looked for a way to escape.
I succeeded with the help of some
railwaymen, whom I gave 15 Allied
marks to take me with them to Al-
lenstein in the ‘Polish part of East
Prussia. Here I was robbed of every-
thing I had by the Poles, but I man-
aged to get along by train, standing
between the cars, all the way to Ber-
lin. I am now at Hamburg looking
for my family who were last seen in
Braunschweig.

(Translated by R. Gould)

‘Coming —

will app

YOU CAN'T AFFORD

A full feature page of documentary
material on class legislation in Sta-
linist Russia — excerpts from the
‘Russian criminal code, reports in
"Pravda,” etc. Prepared by Robert
‘Magnus, this Labor Action Feature
ear in the issue of July 18.
But it is only ONE of the reasons why
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TO MISS A SINGLE

U. 8.] did not plan properly for the
freedom of Europe after the war.
It accepted Soviet assurances of
‘free and unfettered’ elections with
great naiveté. After hostilities -the
U. 8. disarmed too rapidly. It with-
drew itg forces from the troubled
regions of Central Europe too
soon . . .”

There are no other "errors"” or de-

" fects which Hook finds it worthwhile

to mention, or any perhaps which he
believes to exist, none except the
"error” of not being bellicose
ENOUGH, ftough ENOUGH against
Russia. Hook is not in any danger of,
being declared "subversive™ for thus
"attacking” the U. S. in Paris.

In his own .naive fashion, Farrell
remarked at one point: “The Soviet
myth represents God and paradise;
the anti-American myth represents
hell and Satan.” Thus he para-
phrased the Stalinists. What stands
out in both speeches is that this
Stalinist picture is merely stood on
its head by Farrell and Hook:
THEIR myth is also that of the
angels versus the imps of hell.

SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE

But where is the socialist alterna-
tive? What is left of the socialism
which is still the pretense even of
Hook? It would indeed have been
appropriate at an RDR conference,
where were concentrated many peo-
ple who reject both Washington and
Moscow as rulers of the world, to
speak out for the socialist alterna-
tive.

It is a popular argument against
the position of the third camp to say
that such a force does not exist, that
therefore Realopiltiker must make o
choice between #wo evils (or in Far.
rell's case, a choice of the Absolute
Good). But one of the reasons the

socialist third force is weak is pre-

cisely the fact that Hook and Farrell
and dozens like them spend their en-
ergies and talents in organizing und
propagandizing for the glory and de-
fense of the U. S. Precisely here at
the RDR conference could something
have been done to build this third
camp whose supposed non-existence
is the reason for support to the U. S.

Thus these speakers help to defeat
the very force whose present weak-
ness is their excuse for supporting
the U. S, Their retort of “Where is
the third camp?” stands out, clearly
as the sheerest hypocritical evasion.
They -insist upon .the necessity of
choosing between two alternatives
after themselves helping to throttle
the third alternative, the independ-
ent socialist position against hoth
war camps.

To Avoid Socialism

“If labor leaders don't want social-
ism here, and are sincere in their ex-
pressed desire to help wage earners,
they will cease their senseless cam-
paign to get higher wages for their
members.”—Walt ‘Sands, public rela-
tions director of Thomas Stack‘s Pen-
sion Forum (Chicago).

-

And if the labor movement came ’
out for wage CUTS—well, socialism .

would really be a dead duck. So
would the labor movement. There
seems to be a connection.

[
U.S. Power Advances

Recent announcement on the door
of a church in Frankfort, U.S. Zone,
Germany, according to Worldover
Press: .

“Tonight at eight—

“Lecture by Professor X—

“‘The Holy Ghost will descend
upon us'—

“by permission of Military Govern-
ment.” .

No doubt, also, after filling out four
- applications for permission, in' trip-
licate. '

Land of Opportunity

“Deramus is 33. His election to
head the Chicago Great Western
makes him the country’'s youngest
railroad president. He has grown up

\ s:innks in the NEWS

in the business—and is quick .to ac-
knowledge the reason: His father, W.
N. Deramus, is president of the Kan-
sas City Southern Railway.”—Busi-
ness Week, May 28. g ]

Did you catch that typegraphical
error? Should read: “He has grown
up ON the business.”

Jane Crow

“If the Austrians are not quite
sure what is a ‘lady,’ they have only
to enter the building of the Amer-
ican Headguarters [in Vienna]l and
they will soon learn. There they will
find two lavatories on every floor;
one of them reserved ‘for American
ladies only’; and the other? Well, it
is at the disposal of ‘the- Austrian fe-
male staff’ "—George Maranz in the
Socialist Leader, May 21.

Well, that fakes care of American
ladies and Awustrian females, but
what happens if an American female

wanders in?

ORDER YOUR BOOKS
THROUGH LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

A-Pact Okayed --

(Continued from page 1)

State Department no anxiety. Sen-
ator George had originally insisted
that it be made ‘very clear’ that the
Senate considered that the president
would be without autherity to send
American military forces to the de-
fense of a treaty partner without the
approval of Cengress.

“The language ultimately adopted
it was said on competent authority,
simply would leave the extent of the
president’s war-making power in the
somewhat disputed situation in which
it is now, and at all events would put
no new check upon him.” (Times,
June 7.}

TO DEFEND DEMOCRACY

In other words, the doubletalk stays
in, If and when a Washington admin-
istration ever does decide to do ex-
actly what it wishes to retain the

power to do, holdouts of Senator
George's stripe will be in no position
to object—even if they have not first

been carried away by war hysteria
themselves,

In the name of preparing for “de-
fense” against Russian totalitarianism,
it would appear, the processes of de--
mocracy in the United States are
wearing thinner and thinner—a di-
rection of development inherent in
the death struggle between the two
imperialisms.

Independent Socialism opposes mil-
itary alliances for a third world war,
such as the A-Pact, not from the pro-.
capitalist but stupid angle of the
Georges, but because it places no re-
liance for the defense of democracy
against the barbaric tyranny of Sta-
linism in a degenerating and bureau-
cratized capitalist system which it-
self cannot but drift in the direction .
of militarization and its concomitant
of reg:mentatmn The: democratic, al-
ternative to the Stalinist world threat
is not reliance on U. S. imperialism
but the building of a socialist Third .
Camp  opposed to both Wall street
and the Kremlin.

4 Powers Stalled - -

{Continued from page T)

hope of agreement still exists. This
consists essentially, if not exclusive-
ly, of two points: Berlin, and re-
sumption of trade and commerce be-
tween the East and West of Europe
in general and within Germany in
particular.

It is now apparent that economic
factors forced the Russians into this
conference and that any political con-
cessions on their part will come with
the utmost reluctance. So tenuous
and shaky is their hold over Eastern
Germany, so universally hated and
despised are they and their quislings
in this zone, that the slightest politi-
cal concession which would permit,
for example, the Social Democrats to
function freely, or which would per-
mit the holding of free elections,
would unloose an uvnlanclll ameng
the population.

They cannot risk this, but they can
provide for the resumption.of eco-
nomic life by working out an agree-
ment which will 1ift the trade block-
ade imposed by the West. This, to-
gether with some practical agree-
ment for a resumption of Four Pow-
er rule over Berlin, appears to be all
that will come out of the present
conference in Paris. ;

Yet even this will indicate a trend
on the part of Stalinism. All the
Eastern countries, including the
Eastern zone of Germany, are suf-
fering seriously' in an economic
sense. The worse their economies. be-
come, the greater becomés the men-
ace of national-resistance movements

against Russia, and the threats of

Titoism.

This is why Vyshinsky remains in
Paris. This is what forces Stalin in-
to his limited retreat, which he will
try to keep as mderly and controlled
as possible.

OUTSIDE THE HALL

But the Paris' Conference illus-
trates.a far more fundamental mat-
ter. This is the absolute inability of
the Big Four to make a real and
final settlement of the “German prob-
lem,” or that of Europe, for that
matter. Guided exclusively by their
immediate imperialist interests, each
of the participants can measure pro-
posals and eounter-proposals only in
national, imperialist terms.

But outside of and far away from

Paris, a real settlement of the Ger-

man problem is being worked out.
More and more, the whole issue is be-
ing removed from the hands of Mes-
srs.” Bevin, Vyshinsky, Acheson and

. Schuman.

We refer, of course, to Germany
itself, where a most remarkable and
welcome revival of political and so-
cial life and activity is continuing.
There: are not only many evidences
of this, but everything indicates that
this independent action on the part
of the German people will grow
steadily.

The militant strike of the railway
workers against the Russian authori-
ties continues and they have rejected
overwhelmingly the Stalinist offer to
pay their wages 40 per cent in West-
ern marks. All strikebreaking and
scabbing efforts have been crushed by
them. The so-called People's Congress
in the Russian zone was a farce at-
tended by hand-picked Stalinist dele-
gates and witnessed the amazing
spectacle of several delegates actual-
ly voting "no" and uttering a few re-
marks of protest. Economic conditions
within this zone deteriorate further,
and many incidents of active sabo-
tage and opposition are reported.

ELECTION A TEST

Of still greater importance are
the coming elections within the
Western zone (two-thirds of Ger-
many), under the Bonn Constitution.
These elections will be held in the
middle of August, and will mark the
first event approaching national elec-
tions, with national parties partici-
pating, that Germany has known
since 1932—that is; since Hitler. De-
spite the undemocratic features of
the constitution, nothing can stop

this e‘ect:on from having the great-
est possible significance.

During July and August, Ger-
many will witness an active- and
militant political campaign center-
ing around the struggle of the

- Christian-Democrats against the So-

cial-Democrats. The Stalinists and
other political groupings such as the
Liberal-Democrats will play little
part in this election, It will take
place in an atmosphere of a revived
national conseiousness and national
economic life, the reawakening of all
desires to regain Germany’s free-
dom from occupation and division,
and a universal hatred of the Stalin-
ist system.

It will likewise be a great test for
the Social-Democrats and their will-
ingness to act as leaders in a national
struggle—a willingness which to this
moment they are far from. expressing.
It is premature to tell exactly how the
elections will run, and what will be
the major Issues,

But it is not too soon to predict
that much less will come out of the
Paris Conference than had original-
ly been expected. Perhaps, however,
this is not of too much consequence
since the real and all-powerful trend
of events today in Eurape and Ger-
many is for the 85 million Germans
themselves to take command of theijr
own destiny. This process has still
a long way to go, but the gentlemen
r;ow meeting in Paris cannot retard
i
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