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Says Stalin Warns

Chinese (P in
Arrest of Strong

By JACK BRAD

The Moscow dispatech announcing
that Anna Louise Strong had been
placed under arrest as a spy startled
all observers of Stalinist political life.
In its terse announcement Tass re-
ported that: “Mrs. Strong is accused
of espionage and subversive activity
directed against the Soviet Union.”
She is described as “the notorious in-
telligence agent.” It is indicated that
she will be expelled shortly from
Russia. Another amazing phrase of
the dispatch declares that she made
her way into the USSR “only through
negligence of certain foreign relations
officials.”

Since her “notoriety” as a spy and
certainly as an anti-Russian spy, is
rather newly fabricated, the attack
on “certain foreign relations officials”
is surprising, unless it is possible that
there were differences of opinion in
the Foreign Office about the incident
and unless the public announcement
is at the same time a proclamation

" of victory for one faction.

From no direct observation does
the charge make sense. The charge
does not specify for whom she did
this spying. Interestingly, she is ac-
cused also of “subversive activity.” In
the last accusation made against a
U.S. newspaperman in Moscow last
April, in the case of Richard Magi-
doff, the implication was clearly that
he was a U.S. agent. In all other cases
of such charges in Eastern Europe in
recent years, whatever the particular
verbal formula, the charge always ac-
cused the Western Powers. For some
reason that is not clear, this impli-
cation is not present in the charges
against Strong. One is forced to ask:
.or whom was she spying?

The idea of hcr being an American :

Philadelphia Public Transportatlon Paml yzed

spy is slightly absurd from several
points of view, although spying is a
game in which the grotesque and in-
congruous are normal. There does not
seem to be any surface evidence. But
again it must be emphasized that this
fact alone does not exclude the pos-
sibility. The U.S. like other states,
has its agents. However, if A. L.
Strong is, an. American spy she has
not only done this work in remark-
able fashion but the propaganda she
has poured out for Russia probably
outweighs any information she could
have passed to her employers,

NO COMMENT FROM CP

She is the author of about a dozen
books in praise of Stalinism in a va-
riety of countries—Russia, Spain, Po-
land and China. She has written hun-
dreds of articles for scores of publi-
cations in support of Stalinism. She
has been a standard name in innu-
merable respectable front organiza-
tions. In 1930 she founded the Mos-
cow Daily News, Russian government
organ published in Moscow but cir-
culated widely throughout the Eng-
lish-speaking world. She married a
Russian official. In November 1944
she was obviously assigned to do a
job on the Lublin puppet regime of
the Russians for Poland and in 1946
published her unstinting praise in “I
Saw the New Poland.” In “The So-
viets Expected It,” she developed the
Russian line that the Hitler-Stalin
pact was a clever tactic essential {o
gain time for Russian defense against
the inevitable attack—thus complete-
ly whitewashing the “fascism is a
matter of taste” Molotov-Ribbentrop
agreements and the policy of collab-
oration with "Hitler * which helped .

(Continued 6n page 4)

SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 9—In a ma-
jor test, the unorganized progressive
forces of the rank and file of Local
10, ILWU, tonight scored a smash-
ing victory for militant unionism
when the longshore membership over-
whelmingly rejected a proposal in-
troduced by International President
Harry Bridges for the laying off of
approximately 1000 members of the
local.

By skillful maneuvering, Bridges
had got his reactionary proposal
adopted by a slim majority in a meet-
ing of officials, committeemen, stew-
ards and rank and filers on Sun-
day. James Kearney, president of
Local 10, who last winter sponsored
a layoff proposal which was similarly
overwhelmingly rejected by the mem-
bership, this time made the record
against the proposal, but his right
wing supporters for the most part
silently supported the layoff, and he
himself did not fight it.

The employers supported the lay-
off and one of the big shots of the
Waterfront Employers Association, a
Matson official, addressed the Sunday
meeting at .the invitation of union
officials and plugged for the lay-off
in a speech on the manpower situa-
tion. The CP members weaseled on

the proposition, neither fighting the .

layoff nor supporting it, but trying
to cover up for Bridges in the face
of the anger of the rank and file. The
CP periphery split, some supporting
the layoff and some fighting it.

POSTPQNED INDEFINITELY

But in the face of this united front
of employers, the Bridges interna-
tional leadership and the most con-
servative elements in the local, with
the CP and the local officials practi-
cally passive or neutralized, the de-
termined solidarity of the rank and
file was Gtterly irresistible,

Two straddling, face-saving amend-
ments proposed by Bridges’ support-
ers, which did not provide for lay-
offs, were, neyertheless, overwhelm-
mgly and exuberantly dcfeateﬂ and

Longshore Ranks Rejectr-
Bridges Layoff Proposal

At

the membership rose wﬂ.h a shout to
pass the motion to postpone indefi-
nitely any proposal for mass layoffs.
According to the union ‘constitution,
any maitter postpun_eq indefinitely
cannot be taken up again except by
unanimous consent,

Of great interest was{the complete
solidarity and fierce determination of
all the Negro membersiof the local.
Even among those safely removed by

(Continued on phge 2)
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ct Deal,
Secret Diplomacy
Revealed in Debate

By WILLIAM BARTON

The trial of Cardinal Mindszenty in
Hungary has become a major incident
in international diplomacy as the
Hungarian government demanded the
recall of U. S. Minister Chapin and
two American legation officials, while
the U. S. State Department asked the
first secretary of the Hungarian lega-
tion in Washington to leave.

The convietion of the Cardinal has
been openly condémned by President
Truman, Secretary of State Acheson
and British Foreign Secretary Bevin.
The Pope has excommunicated any-
one connected with the  prosecution.
The UP reports that thé Hungarian
Foreign Minister chargled Truman
with “brutal attempts” fo interfere
in the internal affairs of the counfry.

Meanwhile fifteen | Evangelical
clergymen have been arrgsted in Bul-
garia for “espionage.” ,Unlike the
Hungarian situation, where there is
a contest between the mighty powers
of the Church of Rome a,nd the Krem-
lin, these churchmen l'epresent a

sma]l weak non- mlﬁtant section of

By Strike: Union Seeks Better Wage S tandards

PHILADELPHIA, February 14—The
gray dawn of the fourth day of the
transit strike found the city's main
traffic arteries clogged with autos,
trucks and otiher conveyances. The
walkout by Local 234, Transport
Workers of America, CIO, has com-
pletely paralyzed transportation in
the city. On the first day a 200 per
cent increase in traffic made most
of the city’s workers late in report-
ing on the job.

‘The old contract of the itransport
union expired at 12:01 a.m. on Friday,
February 11, and not a piece of equip-
ment owned by the Public Transpor-
tation Company has imoved since
shorily after that hour. The end of
the tieup is not yet in sight as union
negotiators, headed by Michael J.
Quill, International President of the
TWU, and Andrew J. Kaelin, Local
234 President; warned the union
members to prepare for a long strike.

The local union is striking for a
new contract calling for improved
working conditions and higher pay.
Company negotiators, led by  William
J. MacReynolds, vice-president in
charge of industrial relations, have
thus far refused to yield on any of
the vital issues.

INCREASE A “MUST”

Company and union are still “miles
apart” on the wage increase issue, de=-
spite slight concessions on both sides.
The union’s original demand for a 25
cent per hour increase was scaled
down before the sirike deadline to 20
cents, while the company “jumped”
its offer from two to three cents on
February 9. Both sides based their

.figures on the cost of living index.

‘The Transport Workers hope to re-
gain the approximately 20 per cent
loss in real wages since the end of the
war, while the PTC's figure covers
only the increase in the cost of hvmg
in the past year.

For the union, the large incrcase in

wage rates is a “must” since the com-
pany has announced that it intends to
cut the work week from 6 to 5 days—
a 20 per cent wage cut. The proposed
cut in the wage week, which has been
virtually ignored in the daily press,
is the main topie of discussion on the
picket line. Newspaper reports cred-
ited the PTC employees with earn-
ing a take home average pay of 364
per week. This figure is quite incon-
sistent with the official rates for the
40 hour week which calls for $54 for
bus and one-man trolley operators,
$51 for the two-man {rolley crews,

$49 for cashiers, and $40 fo $65 for
maintenance men.

There is no lack of interest, inter-
vention, and suggestion by municipal,
state, and federal representatives.
Two weeks before the walkout, state
mediator William H. MacDougall én-
tered the picture and was able only to
resume negotiations without achiev-
ing any concrete results.

After the strike began the federal
government intervened, since the PTC
operations were interstate (the Phila-
delphia company operated trains to
Camden, N. J). U. S. Conciliation
Commissioner, John Murray, held an

_almost continuous series of separate

and joint conferences with the con-

Itesting parties and got nowhere,

CITY COUNCIL ROLE

One of the forces which is most
anxious to settle the strike at all costs
to the strikers is the Philadelphia
City Council. The Council’s interest
stems from the municipality’s finan-
cial interests. The city owned Broad

Street Subway is' operated by the:

PTC under an agreement which calls
for a rental of $900,000 per year, plus
2 and 2/3 cents for each passenger
carried over 52,000,000 per year. Dur-
ing the sirike period the city also
loses its wage tax from the strikers.

At a Saturday meeting the Council
passed a resolution petitioning the
State Legislature to amend its Utility
Labor Aet of 1946 to prohibit strikes
in transportation as well as in public
utilities. Another resolution called on
Mayor Samuels to declare a state of
emergency and to take steps to “pro-
tect the public interest and public
welfare.”

On Saturday afternoon the Mayor
refused to handle this “hot potato”
handed him by the Council by stating
that he saw no signs of disorder and
that he lacked authority to end the
strike. Previously the Mayor had
asked both parties to submit the is-
sues to arbitration and later he asked
the Local union to delay the strike
deadline. Samuels refused a request
of the union to recommend to the
PTC that an increase be granted. The
Mayor said he could not ask the com-

(P Policy in Trial Dodges
Issue of Testing Smith Act

By WYATT LEE

Defenseé testimony that the Federal
jury system used in the indictment
and trial of eleven Communist Party
leaders now in process is unconsti-
tutional was halted by Judge Harold
R. Medina last week. Over the viger-
ous protests of the five'defense attor-
neys, Judge Medina ordered the pros-
-ecution to proceed -with its answer to
charges that the “blue ribbon” jury
system excludes Negroes, Jews and
working class persons in general from
jury service.

The ruling followed four weeks of
testimony, during which Prof. Doxey
Wilkerson, head of the Jefferson
School of Social Sciences and a Com-
munist Party member, took the wit-
ness stand for 11 days, presenting sta-
tistical evidence in support of the de-
fense contention that Federal juries

in New York are “rigged.” Judge -

Medina, who has called the testimony
“wholly insufficient,” explained that
defense attorneys could resume the

presentation of evidence as a rebuttal
to prosecution evidence.
AVOID SMITH ACT TEST

On cross-examination of Wilkerson,

U: S.-Attorney John F. X. McGohey
questioned the methods used in-com-

piling the statistics presented by Wil- ,

kerson . and secured several adrms-

sions that certain examples of “execu- .

tives” in the jury lists were in actu-_
ality small tradesmen who. have since
been classified by the Census B_ureau

as manual workers. These discrepan-
cies were doubtlessly damaging to the.

case presented by the defense, though
the general methods of “handpicking"
juries is still apparent.

Another point scored by the prose-
cution was Wilkerson’s inability to
remember the names of persons who
voluntarily aided in the study of past
jury records. McGohey and the press
made much of this, but in all likeli-
hood Wilkerson was trying to protect
his assistants from publicity as CP

_ {Continued on page 4)

pany to grant such an increase be-
cause he had so vigorously opposed its
request for the fare boost now pend-
ing before the Pennsylvania Utilities
Comumission,

PICKET CITY HALL

The resolution of the City Counc:l
calling on the State Legislature to
pass legislation outlawing transporta-
tion strikes aroused indignation and
protest from the union leaders and
members. At 2 p.m. on Sunday almost
all of the pickets were withdrawn
from the lines at the car barns to
participate in a motorcade advance
on City Hall.

Several thousands of members
formed a picket line around the Hall
and listened to a report on mnegotia-
tions by Quill and Kaelin. Picket
signs read: “City Council Unfair to
the Union” and asked for “no Strait
Jacket for PTC Workers.”

Reporting on the negotiations, Quill
cautioned the members that there
would be no settlement of the strike
“in the next few days.” The negoti-
ators have not as yet even discussed
in these current sessions the contro-
versial wage issue. Quill declared that
the shutdown would continue until
“we bring back a contract which you
can ratify without losing your dignity
and self-respect.”

Local President Kaelin placed the
sirike in its proper perspective by
stating, “Now it is apparent- that the
American Transit Association, a rep-
resentative employers group of the
various transit systems in this nation,
has made guinea pigs of the 11,000
members of our union and the 3,000,-
000 riders in Metropolitan Philadel-
phia,” Kaelin also accused the com-
pany of stalling in negotiations.

The company refused to answer this-

accusation- of the union, by stating:

that “Negotiations have reached such
a critical stage that nothing should be

done nor said which might jeopardize ..
_the reaching of a settlement: at ‘the
" earliest possible moment.” : i
The strike is of vital importance to .

all of labor as it is the first large-
scale attempt to obtain a fourth round
increase in the area. Thus the press
and radio, spurred by industrialists
and the downtown merchants, are
conducting a campaign to prejudice
the public against the strikers. This
effort has met with little success
among organized workers who have
been long acquainted with these tac-
tics as well as with the anti-labor rec-
ord of the PTC monopoly. §

Diplomatic Cold War Skirmishes
Follow Mindszenty Frameup Trial

religious Bulgarians, The Dmitrov
regime seems bent upon destroying
any possible center of future opposi-
tion and doing its bit for its side in
the cold war. The Evangelical clergy-
men surely represent ne “clear and
present” danger.

Cardinal Mindszenty and his col-
leagues have appealed their sen-
tences. It is possible that the Hun-
garian Stalinist government may
wish to demonstrate its “benevolence”
and slightly quiet the hornets’ nest
the trials have stirred by shortening
the sentences. Or it may wish to

demonstrate the toughness of its side

in the international conflict by hold-
ing firm. For it is difficult to view
these trials as mere cases involving
individuals and institutions within a
particular country. Everything be-
comes another weapon in the ever-
simmering East-West conflict.

The irony of this stage of the con-
flict is that the hierarchy of the Cath-
olic Church becomes identified with
the struggle for human freedom. As
LABOR ACTION has pointed out, in
Hungary the church is a source of
continual opposition to the Stalimist
brand of totalitarianism. As such, its
power cannot be foo long toleratéd

" by the Stalinists. Since it is an intér-
. national organization with its head-

quarters elsewhere and its member-
ship widely distributed, the church
cannot easily be absorbed into the
Hungarian state, even if a practical
basis were worked out to compromise
ideological difficulties.

This is not true of the Eastern Or-
thodox Church. Since the early days
of the war, a strong liaison has been
worked out between the Moscow Met-
ropolitan (church leader) and the
Kremlin. As in Czarist days, the Rus-
sian Church has become an instru-
ment of state policy, particularly in
the non-Russian lands subjected to
Russian imperialist domination. It is
an additional means for securing ties
to the “motherland.” Thus, the New
York Times correspondent Arnoldo
Cortesi reports a process of forcible
conversion of both Greek and Roman
Catholics to the Russian faith in Ru-
mania. He announces that “not even
freedom of worship is conceded to
the Catholic Church of Greek rite.”
It is not religious belief or practice
that is here at issue, but the need to
squelch potential opposition. The ar-
rest. of the Protestant ministers in
Bulgaria, a country almost entirely

Greek Orthodox in religious back-
ground, further substantiates this
analysis.

RULERS FEAR PEOPLE

There is no doubt that this tight-
ening up is a result of the typical
constant fears of totalitarian rulers
—fear of internal opposition, fear of
international opponents, possible fear
on the part of the Russian rulers of
anything that might assist the crea-
tion of more Titos. The Hungarian
prosecutions, with their nauseating
Stalinist atmosphere of staged con-
fessions, are part of the pattern of
consolidation in the one country in
the Stalinist orbit where native op-
position retained some strength.

Its army is supposed to be over the
limit granted by the peace treaty.
Visitors claim that there appear to
be three times as many  police in
Budapest as in pre-Stalinist times
(under the fascist Horthy regime).
Near the Austrian border, every vil-
lage has iwo. to three score police-
men, where there formerly were
none. The inhabitanis of these vil-
lages are nol allowed to leave after
7:00 pm. without 1nfoh¢ing the :pi- *
lige. “Janitors ‘in "Budapest must, fer |
port any. inhabitant dbsent for:two,
days; if he stays away another day,
the police investigate. Secret. police
are all: over; from the Naziifascist.
background of the judge in the Mind-:

szenty trial, it is not presumptuous

to believe that some of the internal
spies have been recruited from the
same crew that faithfully served
Horthy and Hitler. .

It must be emphasized that no gov-
ernment undertakes such elaborate
and expensive measures in protecting
itself unless it is seriously fearful of
its populace. The defense of the Hun-
garian and Bulgarian churchmen
against the frameups is a campaign
in defense of liberty against terror.
Without in any way concealing their
antagonism to the reactionary politi-
cal force which is the hierarchy of
the Roman Catholic Church, without
ceasing to oppose the propaganda pur-
poses to which the frameups are being
put by the opinion-makers of the
Western side in the. cold war, social-
ists must support that defense. A de-
feat for the Stalinists on this count
would aid in tearing down their ap-
parently imposing, jerry-built stluc-
ture in Eastern Europe.

i

"When it comes to atomic
bombs, we must have more of
them and better bombs than
any other nation on earth.”

Thus Senator Connally, lead-
ing Democratic member of the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee wound up the extempo-
raneous debate on the North
Atlantic Pact which broke out
in the Senate last week. And
though he piously added: "un-
til they are regulated in some
fashion wunder international
agreement,” he also went on:
"We must have the best fleet
of airplanes in the world. We
must have better jets, faster
jets and harder-hitting jets,"—
to preserve peace, naturally.
This call for bigger and better
atomn bombs was Senator Connally's
blunter version of the policy enun-
ciated in Truman’s inaugural address:
“If we can make it sufficiently clear. '
in advance, that any armed attack
affecting our national security would
be met with overwhelming force, the
armed attack might never occur.”
This atomic-age version of the old
discredited theory of peace-through-
armament-race was put forward in
the upper house of Congress, strange-
ly enough,- in order to allay fears

of some senators with regard to the
North Atlantic Pact.

_e Emergmg from the debate was an
['Apparent “disagreement” between the

*'Senate leaders and the administration.:
Actually both sides are anxious to
present this disagreement as being
:merely a difference in tactics.

‘. The difference has arisen over the

question of a “moral commitment” on
the part of the U.S. to go to war if
any member of the pact is attacked.
(There is no question of a legal com-
milment because of the clear state-
ment of the Constitution that only
Congress can declare war.) Norwe-
gian Foreign Minister Lange, shop-
ping in this country for a U. S. guar-
antee of support in case of attack by
Russia, as a condition for joining the
North Atlantic Pact, was told by Sec-
retary of State Acheson that the Con-
stitution forbids a binding promise
but “he (Acheson) clearly implied a
moral commitment to Norway on the
part of the United States.” (New
York Times.) This is how the pri-
vate conversation between Lange and
Acheson was deliberately communi-
cated to the press, through the official
“unofficial spokesman.”

Placating semi-isolationist sentiment
in the Congress, as well:as anti-war
. feeling in the country, the leading

(Conlinued on page 3)

Unemplo yment Iumps by One Million

2.§50.000 Jobless at End of January; More to Come in 1949

By SUSAN GREEN

In the months of November and
December 1948 and January 1949 the
army of unemployed grew by one
million. Those 60,000,000 jobs boasted
by the apologists of capitalism have
gone a-gleaming. Official figures ad-
mit to 2,650,000 jobless at the end of
January.

Expectations are for what is called
“more levelling off” in 1949. While
Iay-offs ‘are heaviest in textiles and
clothing, 'the “readjustment process”
‘is felt in food processing, in the shoe;
furniture, fur and-tobacco industries,
in'coal mining, in Togging and tumber-

“ing, Workeérs in nondurablé consumer

goods ‘have been hardest hit, but

- ‘those in durable donsumer goods have
ot enhrely escaped. Even in steel

and aluminum some lag is felt.

By the end of 1949 there may be as
high as 4,500,000 shut-out workers for
whom capitalism does not provide
jobs in peacetime.

It may be said that the crazy, sky-
rocketing profit-price structure touch-
ed off the “levelling off” we are now
experiencing. With the incomes of
the working people falling foul of the
cost of living, consumer buying de-
creased and factories received less
orders .The cycle is completed as. the

very people who need more money to
buy things are thrown out of work
and deprived of all wages.

The textile workers led the parade
out of the factories. Tens of thou-
sands of them were fired, in largest
numbers in the states of New York,
Maine, New Hampshire, Connecticut
and Vermont. But they were out on
the pavements also in the southern
states of Alabama, South Carolina,
Georgia, Kentucky,. Mississ;ppl, North
Carolina, Vl.rginla and 'I.‘ermessce.

Shoe wmkers were laid.off in St.
Lutus and New York. in Maine, New

Hampshire and Vlrglma “{o. dccrease ¥

inventories’ —Lhe same. old stclry of
workers having. produced. so much
that they cannot. buy anythm“ dt all,
Furniture workers were given the
same treatment in Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia, New York and Indiana. In New
York City fur workers are generally
unemployed. The mild weather win-
ter here in the east had something to
do with the shut-downs in the fur in-
dustry.

However, fantastic prices in the

- early season had a good deal to do

with the decline in consumer buying.
The mild winter in the east may ac-
count for the accumulation of un-
moved stocks of coal and the lay-off

of miners. Severe weather in the west
is partially responsible for the unem-
ployment there.

Perhaps the most significant curtail-
ment is in food processing. The de-
cline in buying of this most essential
of all commodities registers the pinch
the consumer feels. To illustrate how
the chain of unemployment is forged,
unemployment in food processing
means, for example, unemployment in
the tin can industry.

In the field of durable consumer
goods the decline in orders for elec-

. trical appliances reflects thc trend.

Elgetrical appliances fir anslate them-
selves into less work for the house-

 Wife and into more entertainment for
~ the family, but consumers cannot af-
ford to buy these gadgets. So workers

in Ohio, Missouri, Indiana and Con-
necticut have been corially lnvgted to
leave their work benches.

In some cases factories that closed
down have reopened, but with a dif-,
ference. The personnel has been cut
down so that workers who hoped to
ride out a short period of unemploy=
ment on unemployment compensa-
tion, cannot get their old jobs baclk.
Again, part time work is more preva-
lent, quite a number of plants open-

(Continued on page 3)
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Ranks Rap Bridges Proposal--

[
(Continued from page 1)

seniority from any danger of per-
sonal layoff, scarcely a one could be
found who would under any circum-
stances vote to lay off his brothers.
Their insecure position in society
seems to bind them into a solid group
in' defense against a threat 1o the
employment status of any; and they
showed that they can give lessons in
union solidarity to many of the white
brothers.

PROGRESSIVE SOLUTION

The membership of Local 10 has
decisively knocked ou?l the reaction-
ary proposal to solve the problem of
slack work by layoff. It has thereby
taken its place in the leadership of
American labor on this deeply impor-
iant issue. But thig victory does not
mean that the problem is solved.
Though longshoremen, even when
waterfront work is so slack, earn far
more than average American work-
ers, they cannot be expected to be
satisfied with present reduced earn-
ings in the face of present living
costs. Righily West Coast longshore-
men believe that their militant union
struggles from 1934 through 1948 en-
title them to a really decent living.

Smashing the layoff propesal clears
the deck to progressive action to im-
prove the situation. This progressive
solution to the problem’ of reduced
work opportunities centers around
two points, though' there are several

* ! minor points of procedure within the

union that will help the situation.
These two main points, around which
the fighi in coming weeks must be
built are: first, for pensions for the

men grown old on the waterfront
who have put in a lifetime of work
and are now entitled to a decent in-
come without work for the rest of
their years; and the second is for
part-time employment coempensation.
Both points will be bitterly resisted
by the employers, but both ¢an be
won by a rank and file that is suffi-
ciently aleri and aggressive.

The conservalive and bureaucratic
Bridges-CP leadership of the ILWU
stands as a great obstacle to the pro-
gressive advance of "the union. This
leadership has rested, in part, upon
the blind support of many of the
rank and file of Local 10, especially
many of the Negro members. Tonight
many of the blind were made too see.

Many eyes were opened to the real
character of the Bridges leadership
and to the chicken-hearted straddling
of the CP leaders in the local. This
Bridges-CP leadership just put over
on the union, "after 95 days on strike,
a poor contract signed for three
years, and praised it as the best con-
tract in history. Only 60 days after
the strike and the signing of this
contract this same leadership tries to
put over the layoff of 1000 men. And
Bridges claims to have foreseen tffése
slack times! Why then agree to such
a contract—and why bind the union
for three years against struggling for
shorter: hours and more 'pay? The
rank and file see that among the
most active in the fight against the
layoff are those few men who re-
corded themselves against the con-
tract and who fought especially the
three-year term.

The membership overwhelmin ély

" Awarded Jobless Benefits

In Midvale Stoppage Test

By JOSEPH WILLIAMS

PHILADELPHIA—The 2400 members
of Federal Labor Union Local 18,887,
AFL, have won a $1,000,000 payment
of jobless benefits in connection with
the recent labor stoppage at the Mid-
vale Steel Company. As reported in
LABOR ACTION of December 13,
1048, the stoppage, lasting from May
26 to November 25, ended in victory
for the union which maintained the
old wage structure with substantial
increases.

.. The current award was granted by
a 2-1 decision of the State Unemploy-
ment Board of Review which ruled
that the stoppage was in reality a
lockout. Each employee involved will
soon receive checks for $480—520 for
24 weeks of the shutdown.

The decision was based on the fact
that the workers had no alternative
but to withdraw their labor last May
when the Midvale Company, the
area’s largest steel producer, violated
the union contract by posting notices

of wage cuts ranging from 10 to 53
cents per hour. The contract was not
scheduled to expire until April of this
year.

The jobless benefit award could not
have been granted had the Board
ruled that the stoppage was a sirike
since Act No. 493 passed in 1946 de-
prived strikers of unemployment com-
pensation. This Act is one of the
“Package of Ten"” anti-labor laws
whose repeal is now sought by the
Pennsylvania State CIO. ’

No doubt the Midvale Co. will ap-
peal the decision of the Review Board.
The State Superior Court or the State
Supreme Court could take immediate
jurisdiction over the appeal. The de-
cision, and the results of the antici-
pated appeal, will be of tremendous
importance to all of organized labor
since it will set a precedent in cases
where the unions claim to have been

locked out. The Board's decision acts’

as a brake on companies who wish to
precipitale a strike by violating the
union contract.

Labor, Liberals Hit Md.
Version of Mundt Bill

BALTIMORE — About 1000 people
crowded into a hearing on the Ober
“anti-subversive” bill which was held
at Annapolis, Md., on February 10.
The Joint Judiciary Committees of

. 1the House and Senate which conduct-

ed the hearing had to move into the
House chamber to accommodate the
bill.

The Ober bill (which is patterned
closely after the Mundt-Nixon bill,

* which failed to pass in Washington)
- would outlaw subversive organiza-

tions and make it a felony to be a
member of one. Also, it would add a
special assistant in the office of the
Attorney General of Maryland to en-
force this one law.

The lineup of organizations for and
against the bill is the usual one when
such catch-all anti- subversive bills
with their anti-labor intentions come
before the public. The leading spokes-
men for the bill were the senior vice-

- commander of the American Legion

and a Baltimore clubwoman, Also for
the bill were the Jewish War Veter-
ans, the Lions Club, the Real Estate
Board of Baltimore, Baltimore Asso-
ciation of Commerce, Kiwanis Clubs,
Catholic Daughters of America and
the Daughters of the American Rev-
olution. (Yes, it’s the Who's Who of
Baltimore reaction.)

GROUPS OPPOSING BILL

The groups against the bill were
of two iypes: the anti-Communists,
and the Communist Party and its per-
iphery organizations. Of the last
group, the Communist Party led off
with a challenge that no law can
drive out the CP. Of the main groups
that opposed the bill but made no
objections to the CP were the Mary-
land Progressive Party, the UE-CIO
and the Maryland Civil Rights Con-
gress.

Maryland labor in general lined up
against the bill, at the same time that
it made it clear that it was opposed

to the methods and program of the
Communist Party. E. J. Moran of the
CI1O-Auto Workers Union spoke for
the Maryland CIO. The AFL was on
record against it but did not speak.
A former judge, Eugene 0O’Dunne,
opposed the bill in behalf of a group
of 44 anti-communist Maryland lib-
erals. He emphasized the point that
“the need...for the bill has never
been demonstrated....No facts...
have been presented.” His statement
also said “we do not believe that ideas
can be outlawed or even curbed by
jail sentences or the like.”

Among other anti-communist or-
ganizations opposing the Ober bill
were the Americans for: Democratic
Action and the American Civil Lib-
erties Union,

The Ober bill appears to be a logi-
cal follow-up of the success gained
in putlting through a constitutional
amendment preventing communists
from holding state and city offices in
Maryland. This amendment was put
over by a big c¢ampaign master-
minded by the American Legion and
carried out through getting organ-
izations like the Knights of Colum-
bus to front for them in speaking
publicly for the bill. The labor and
liberal groups did not make a big is-
sue of the anti-communist constitu-
tional- amendment.

It remains to be seen if the Ober

bill will go through in spite of the
labor-liberal campaign. against it.
There has been a terrific propaganda
campaign built up for the bill. Among
other methods, a story was given out
that 'an FBI list of local communist
suspects would be circulated. Al-
though stories made it appear that
such a list was circulated in closed
hearings, it did not become public.
The press also tried to build up the
usual impression that the only ones
really fighting the bill were the Com-
munist Party and its followers.

voted for the contraci—in voice vote
(the referendum has never yet been
held); and if many of them have
learned better now, it is an expensive
lesson, because the three-year con-
tract will make much more difficult
the struggle for a ‘decent living for
all on the waterfront. But the eye-
opening of the rank and file is a big
step toward the removal of this bu-
reaucratic conservative Bridges lead-
ership, and 'its replacement with a
progressive one resting directly upon
the ranks.

BRIDGES' MOTIVES

Many longshoremen raise the gues-
tion as to why Bridges undertook this
disastrous layoff policy. There is no
doubt that he made a gigantic mis-
take, that he completely miscalcu-
lated the response of the rank and
file. His motive in mowving in this di-
rection was undoubtedly his desire to
make peace with the right wing and
to outmaneuver the Kearney lead-
ership ih Local 10, Bridges feels that
his throne is shaking a little. The
shaking is not, unfortunately, from
progressive attack by the rank and
file. But the national CIO threatens
his throne. And then there are the
local anti-Bridges® leaderships of
Kearney in Local 10 and Thomas in
Local 13, San Pedro, as well as the
long-time conservative anti- Bridges
sentiment in the other large longshore
locals in Portland and Seattle. And
this winter there has developed in
San Francisco at least, and for the
first time, an organization of conser-
vative anti-Bridges forces inlo the
Maritime Democratic Club.

To Bridges this shaking of the
throne is no earthquake, because his
power rests solidly on the complete-
ly inexperienced pineapple workers
of the Hawaiian islands, who are part
of the ILWU, and upon the thorough-
ly machine-dominated warehouse sec-
tion of the union. Then there is the
current maneuver to bring into the
ILWU another CP-dominated group,
the CIO fishermen’'s union.

But despite all the vote - getting,

maneuvers that may get the Bridges
leadership a big majority from these
various sections of the union, still he
knows that the foundation and core
of ILWU strength is the longshore-
man. So he is greatly concerned with
his steadily waning popularity in this
most important section of the union
and undertakes this disastrous cam-
paign in the attempt to build himself
back into favor with the oldtimers of
Local 10, those who originally raised
him to his pinnacle of power. In this
campaign he has triply failed.

The conservative oldtimers will not
have faith in him again; he was out-
maneuvered by Kearney; and he has
bitterly antagonized and disillusioned
large elements in the rank and file
who formerly supported him. What
is necessary is that the ranks shall
not allow the conservative forces to
profit from Bridges' defeat, but that
the rank and file shall organize them-
selves, develop their own program
and leadership, and make this union
again the progressive force that it
once was.—S.R.

Protest Execution
Of Jehovah Witness

By Greek Government

NEW YORK (WRL)—The execution
by the Greek government of John
Tsoukaris, a Jehovah's Witness who
had refused military service, has
brought a protest from the War Re-
sisters League, Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation and Workers Defense League.

In a joint letter addressed to the
Greek embassy in Washington, the
three organizations expressed ‘“‘great
shock at this move by the Greek
government directed against the hu-
"man right to freedom of religion and
conscience. This execution, coming at
a time when the Western world is
alleging that the f{rial of Cardinal
Mindszenty of Hungary is a funda-
mental violation of religious convic-
tions, exposes the frailty of those who
point to the inhumanity and tetali-
tarian actions of others and then in-
dulge in acts that are equally unjust
and brutal.”

The letter noted that Mrs. Franklin
D. Roosevelt, on February 9 in St.
Louis, had said, in referring to the
trial of Cardinal Mindszenty, that
“Conviction .of people on account of
their religious beliefs is bound to
lead to a great deal of bad feeling
throughout the world, as well as in
Hungary.” )

It further stated that the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights pro-
claimed by the UN in December, 1948,
provided in Article 3: “Everyone has
the right to life, liberty and the se-
curity of person”; and in Arficle 18:
“Everyone has the right to freedom
of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom to change
his religion or belief, and freedom.
either alone or in community with
others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship and ob-
servance.”

The three organizations urged and
invited others to join in this pro-
test against the conviction.

OHIO NOTES:

By JOE CLARK

CLEVELAND — An event of great
importance to workers of the Cleve-
land area, and particularly of the

' CIO, took place here last Wednesday.

This was ithe election in the Cleve-
land Industrial Union Council, which
climaxed a fight of some iwo and a
half years duration between the Sia-
linist and anti-Stalinist wings. This
local struggle is, of course, an inci-
dent (an important one) in the na-
[dionwide struggle between the two
sides, a struggle that promises to
eliminate Stalinists from what posi-
tions of dominance and control they
have managed to secure in the Amer-
ican labor movement.

In this Cleveland election the vie-
tory of the anti- Stalinists was full
and complete, as it carried its full
slate from president to sergeant-at-
arms. This represents a complete
bréak with the past, for the CIUC has
been dominated by Stalinists from
its inception in 1938, when they
gained control of the Council and
elected A. E. Stevenson to the all-
important position of execulive sec-
retary. This position he held contin-
uously till this election.

Stevenson's. services have been of
great value in building Stalinist pres-
tige and support. He is a clever and
cagey individual, always avoiding any
definite statement regarding his Sta-
linist sympathies. He is a capable
speaker and puts on a good front, is
deft and adroit in political maneu-
vers. Quite a formidable opponent.
Naturally, the recent struggle cen-
tered about him.

More than two years ago, when the
fight threatened the very existence
of the Council, James C. Quinn, a vet-

Stalinists Routed in CIO
(leveland Council Vote

erant steel worker and organizer, was
appointed by Philip Murray to the
position of administrator in the
Council, which really meant adminis-
trative control of the Council by the
national office of the CIO. Of course,
this placed ‘Quinn in opositioli to

“Stevenson, and the fight has centered

around these - two ' individuals. So
Quinn was the candidate for Execu-
tive Secretary against Stevenson. For
president of the Council, the Murray
wing ran Pitrick J. O’Malley of Local
32, UAW. ' d

This wing ran on a platform of com-
plete co-operation with Murray and
the top CIO leadership. They prom-
ised to build “true unionism” and
stand for “100 per cent Americanism,”
the latter doubtless aimed at Stalinist
support of Moscow.

ROUTED IN UE LOCAL

Together with the sweeping victory
of the Murrayites in the CIUC comes
news of another Stalinist defeat in a
local union. In an election at UE's
local 777 (Westinghouse), the anti-
Stalinists routed the Stalinists last
Tuesday, electing a full slate.

While rejoicing over the defeats suf-
fered by the Stalinists we must de-
plore some of the methods used to
gain those defeats, The victory in the
CIUC was only made passible by the
arbitrary intervention of Murray and
the CIO who placed Quinn in a posi-
tion of considerable power and au-
thority in the Council as administra-
tor with the backing of the top lead-
ership of the CIO. It remains to be
seen how democratic Quinn, O'Malley
& Co.,, will be. O'Malley is widely
known as a supporter of ACTU. We
hope this leadership will not prove as
dictatorial as the Stalinist leadership.

Pittshurgh Labor Notes:

PITTSBURGH—The dismissal of the
bureau superintendent of the Pitts-
burgh Health Department caused the
Post - Gazette to editorialize: “Are
jobs with the City of Pittsburgh to
be considered political plums or
services to be performed in the pub-
lic interest?” How many guesses do
we getl, P-G?

B L ]

The days of the notorious coal and
iron police and of the private cor-
poration guards that made Pittsburgh
“famous” have come to an end. Proof:
the plant guards at the East Pitts-
burgh works. of the Westinghouse
Electric Corporation staged an eight-
day strike, demanding overtime pay
for a daily ten-minute roll call and
inspection. The company had rejected
a suggestion for arbitration made by
Local 601, CIO Electrical, Radio &
Machine Workers, The union sent the
guards back to work after company
officials agreed to a meeting.

Although negotiations are still a
long way off in the steel industry,
the organs of public opinion are al-
ready opposing any fourth round
wage increases. Much is being made
of the “drop” in the cost of living
which has, since last June, added only
one cent to the purchasing power of
the dollar. However, the unions are

preparing to strengthen their de-
mands by citing steel's ability to pay.
Only one basic producer has showed
a decline (a slight one) in net profits
for 1948,

Here are the figures which have
just appeared; as compared with 1947:

U. S. Steel Corp.

1948 .. $129,552,000
1947 o 127,098,000
Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp.
1948 TN $31,222,000
1947 . 19225184
Youngstown Sheet & Tube
1948 . $29,711,000
1947 . 22300000
Bethlehem Steel Corp.

1948 . $90,347,000
1947 ' 51,088,000
Inland Steel Corp.

1948 $38,607,000
1947 29,888,000
Wheeling Steel Corp.

1948 . $15,050,000
! | S —— 12,445,000
Alan Wood Steel
1948 .. $4,100,000
1947 1,955,000
Carpenter Steel
1948 ... $656,616
IO s 341,789
Lukens Steel Co.

1948 oo o S0 412000
1947 2,836,000

—J. 8.

Unemployment - -

{(Continued from pﬁge 1)

ing for only three or four days a
week. 5 'y

The over-all picture is not pleasant
to behold. More and  more workers
are finding it hard to find new jobs.’

They are taking jobs below their"

skills and experience, and for less
pay. Part time work has slashed take-
home pay. Those most likely to be-
come chronically unemployed are the

g \
A Reminder:

Meyer Schapiro

will be the
of the Workers Party, will be the
next lecturer' at the Labor Action
Forum in New York. His topic: "Art
and the State." lllustrated with slides. .
Time: Sunday, February 27, at 8:00
{m. Place: 114 West 14th Street.

rd

. older workers, women workers and

the unskilled. Unemployment com-
pensation is in general very low and
covers too short a period. Relief is
the next step down, relief which pro-
vides a very inadequate standard of
living,

As unemployment becomes so much
more sever, the issue of a guaran-
teed annual wage takes on real ur-
gency, Also, the need for better un-
employment insurance and for decent
relief payments must be translated
into fighting demands.

The most important section of the
over-all picture today is that even this
1949 prosperity with 4,500,000 expect-
ed unemployed, rests on the continu-
ance of the Marshall Plan, on the fif-
teen-billion miiltary budget, on the
prospect of arming the west European
countries, A “prosperity” based on
war!

Japanese "Renunciants” Sue
To Regain U. S. Citizenship

By KIYO HAMANAKA

BERKELEY, Calif.— Future genera-
tions will likely read much in their
history books of “Pearl Harbor,” its
causes and consequences, How these
books treat of another *‘atrocity” of
vast social and political import will
test the objectivity and value of the
text.

Immediately after “Pearl Harbor,”
vested economic interests, fanning
wartime hysteria, provoked the re-
‘moval of 100,000 West Coast resi-
dents of Japanese blood, 75 per cent
of whom were citizens by birth, who
were uprooted and interned ,in con-
centration camps (fancily called “re-
location centers”) for the duration
of the war without a hearing. Oppo-
sition and protest to this mass injus-
tice was nil. The JACL (Japanese
American Citizens League) sanctioned
and blessed the outright violation of
the Constitution in the belief that it
was rendering a great patriotic serv-
ice by complying with the shackling
of its own civil rights and, by prece-
dent, the civil rights of others. And
the policy body of the national Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union disclosed
its views on civil rights by declining
forthright opposition to the whole-
sale internment of American citi-
zens. .

Wayne Collins, distinguished San
Francisco lawyer, caustically criti-
cized the ACLU and the JACL for
lending their cooperation to this in-
fringement of civil rights. “Those or-
ganizations thereby lost what little
respectability and claim to being pro-
tectors of civil liberties they had been
deemed to possess,” said Collins.

“In my opinion, all those who, out
of ignorance or stupidity, supported
or favored the evacuation program,
are to be pitied. Those, however,
who, out of innate prejudice or
blind recklessness, supported, fa-
vored or participated in inflicting it
upon this minority group are nothing
but oppressors who are American
only in name bhut not in spirit. Those
who used the evacuation as an excuse
for seizing the properties of the evac-
uees at enormous discounts or appro-
priated their properties.outright con-
stitute nothing but a class of human
vultures, embezzlers and thieves,” he
declared.

ENTER MASS SUIT

A sequel of this warlime injustice
is the mass suits in equity entered
by 8500 *“Tule Lake renunciants” to
regain their citizenship renounced
during iniernment. The federal dis-
trict court of San Francisco on April
29, 1948, upheld the claim of plain-
1iffs that their renunciations are in-
valid by reason of duress. Through

their attorney, Wayne Collins; an in--

terlocutory decree cancelling their
renunciations and restoring citizen-
ship—applying to all plaintiffs whe-
ther presently residing in Japan or
the United States—was entered Sep-
tember 27, 1948.

The court allowed the government
120 days to show that duress was ab-
sent in the individual renunciation of
plaintiffis and placed the burden of
proof upon the government. The gov-
ernment, on January 25 of this year,
asked for 60 days additional time for
preparation of appeal or presentation
of further evidence against individual
plaintiffs. The court granted 30 days
and ruled that the judgment will be-
come final February 26.

It is guestionable whether the gov- .

ernment will designale individual
plaintifis for special hearing or ap-
peal the case. It is the opinion of
counsel for defense that an appellate
court cannot reverse the judgment
of a trial court that finds from proven
facts that the renunciation was a
product of duress.

RENUNCIATION FORCED

A summary of the “Tule Lake re-
nunciation” follows:

Upon completion of the mass in-
ternment program, the government,
pressed by the Endo and Korematsu
test cases, began to release evacuees
in small numbers for relocation. A
large number, however, were denied
leave clearance for quite arbitrary
reasons. And none of the internees
was given a proper hearing on the
cause of removal and internment, or
given an opportunity to be cleared
of suspicion.

Out of the group denied Ileave
clearance, a large number were sent
to Tule Lake Center, along with aliens
who, in order to terminate their pro-
longed confinement, desired repatria-

tion. The government intended to seg- -

regate these repatriates in Tule Lake
Center. Such plans, however, were
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abandoned and ‘“repals” were per-
mitted to mingle freely with those
wishing to remain in this country.
Out of this commingling an alien
movement developed: gangs were
permitted to -threaten and compel
non-repatriates 'to submit to their
will.

With a view to deporiing 61 per-
‘sons whom it had singled out as ring-
leaders, the Justice Department se-
cured the passage of the renuncia-
tion statutes’ by which citizenship
could be renounced, with ‘internment
as an enemy alien and removal to
Japan to follow under provisions of
the Alien Enemy Act. Ultimately,
these 61 persons were voluntarily re-
moved to Japan. They also were “the
victims of governmental persecution,
for had they been accorded the rights
of citizenship and not have been im-
prisoned without cause they would
not have developed into agitators,”
declared Collins. )

Subsequently, 5371 Nisei, hundreds
of whom were under 21 years of age,
applied to renounce citizenship for
the purpose of being sent to Japan
with alien members of their families,
who, they had been informed and led
to believe, were to be deported in
any event. The mass renunciations
were a product of governmental du-
ress, coercion from alien-led- gangs
which the government did not take
measures to prohibit, and strong fam-
ily ties.

DEPRIVED OF RIGHTS

The majority of the internees suf-
fered total loss of property, liveli-
hood and security. They were fearful
of what the government intended to
do with them and their families; the
government did nothing to allay these
uncertainties and fears, but much to
intensify them. And the internees
were disinclined to resettle in com-
munities which in general were re-
portedly hostile,

Upon cursory hearings, the Justice
Department, ignoring the duress in
which the applicants were held and
to which they were, constantly sub-
jected, approved a majority of the
5371 Nisei who applied for renuncia-
tion of citizenship. These were clas-
sified enemy aliens and prepared for
removal to Japan under the Enemy
Alien Act. Of this group, hundreds
were ex-soldiers who had been oust-
ed from military service simply be-
cause of racial antecedents. Hundreds
more were parents, brothers, sisters
dand children of Nisei soldiers serving
in the armed forces in Europe and the
Western Pacific combat areas.

“To all intents and purposes, the
government had deprived all these
internees of everything for which
American - citizenship' stands and, in
consequence, of citizenship itself. In
addition, it long had held them in
doubt, uncertainty and fear while
they were tormented and terrorized
by aliens who sought repatriation.
Their renunciations were the product
of governmental duress to which the
aclions of these aliens were mere in-
cidents,” said Collins.

In a mass habeus corpus suit insti-
tuted in July, 1945, approximately
1000 of the renunciants sought termi-
nation of their internment and, on
grounds that the renunciation was a
produet of governmental duress,
sought cancellation of renunciations
and restoration of citizenship. The
federal district court of San Fran-
cisco issued an order in the habeus
corpus suits stopping deportation un-
til final outcome of the case. As a con-
sequence of “mitigation hearings”
and reviews by a board established
by the Justice Department, thou-
sands were released from intern-
ment. From time to time, thousands
of additional renunciants subsequent-
iy joined the mass suits in equitly.
Over 5000 names are now included.

DEFENSE COMMITTEE

‘The court, on June 30, 1947, grant-
ed the habeéus corpus writ to the
plaintiffs, and the mass suits in equity
were decided in favor of the renun-
ciants, April 29, 1948. The govern-
ment ‘was given until February 25 to
appeal or show proof that designated
plaintiffs did renounce of their own
free will in spite of the duress. Such
persons designated will have individ-
ual trials.

If a large number are designated
for hearing, the expense will be enor-
mous. A defense committee is raising
funds to carry these cases to comple-
tion, It is endeavoring to equalize the
financial burden so that it will be
borne by the whole class and not fall
entirely upon the individuals who:
may be designated for hearing. Money
for this purpose may be sent to the
Renunciation Defense Committee,
ACLU, 461 Market Street, San Fran-
cisco 5, Calif.

The principals in_the three instances
mentioned here are victims of an im-
personal, war-breeding cultural-eco-
nomie structure that pits individual
against individual and group against
group, creating barriers of oppression
and antipathy and wreaking untold
physical and spiritual penalty. Until
man makes the effort to remove the
war-breeding profit economy and re-

“places it with an economy that is

based on production for use— for
abundance and freedom — such occur-
rences as the above will be common-
place in spite of the railings of do-
gooders. We can build for peace,
abundance, freedom and securily  if
we have the courage to try,
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Labor Action Interviews Republican Spokesmen

By JACK BRAD

The clearest impression that emerged from an
interview with Mr. Sudarko, Indonesian press
representative, and Dr. Soemitro, delegate to the
recent New Delhi Conference, was their complete
-committment to the struggle for national freedom.

Whatever disagreeable compromises are entered
into on the way, there will be no stopping short of
the qoul Contrary to Dutch claims, the Republic is
representative of this profound desire for nation-
hood. It has its deep-rooied origins in a hundred
years of struggle and, in particular, in the goal
nlreudy once achieved, The Dutch will never suc-
ceed in restoring the pre-war colonial status que.

Both men are engaged in a diplomatic activity
and they have the general characteristies of
national revolutionary intellectuals. They have
observed western culture and are as much the
products of Western Civllization as of Indonesia,
with one feature outstanding—a sense -of passion-
ate patriotism. This came through forcefully on
every matter discussed. Devotion to the nation and
the Republic dominates their lives, their thoughts,
their actions. It is the single window through
which they view the world and all its parts. This
is clearly visable in spite of the sophisticated
polish of that finishing school of international,
polities, the UN, in which both men are involved,
IFFor, while they are primarily concerned with the
international position of Indunesia, they fully
understand that this position is a consequence of
events in the islands and in Asia.

Charles Wolf, in his recent book, “The Indo-
nesian Story,” has an interesting social descrip-
tion of the leadership of the Republic. “There is no
economic ruling elique within the Republie because
there have been so few Indonesians who have
produced and accumulated wealth under pre-war
colonialism. Theye is, moreover, no military eclique
or any other group which as such would be likely
to dominate the government as an oligarchy—
In short, the only apparent upper stratum is an
intellectual one.”

While this statement exaggerates the absence
of economie differences, there is certainly a strik-
ing contrast between the Indonesian leaders and
their representatives here, and the Indians or
Chinese who are extremely conseious of class and
social status.

MILITARY POSITION PROGRESSING

The Republic’'s war is proceeding extremely
well. Dr. Soemitro claimed: “Our military posi-
tion is good, even beyond our original expecta-
tions. In many parts of the country our guerrilla
forees are continuously on the offensive.” Ap-
parently, the government had prepared for the
Dutch attack ever since the Renville Truce and
made its plans accordingly. These plans called
for the withdrawal of its armies intact into the
hills behind Jogjakarta, their dispersal into small
cadre groups under regular officers, and organi-
zation of popular forces around them, Apparently,
the bulk of the army carried these plans through.

The military forces have had considerable
success. The Dutch have been driven from some of

~their original conquests and‘ the Republic has
- established numerous "pocket areas' behind Dutch

lines. These areas are particularly extensive in East
Java and caround Bandung in West Java. Aobut 15
to 20 per cent of West Java is in Republican hands
as well as parts of Sumatra, as large as all of
Java. A scorched earth policy has been carried out
which, Mr. Sudarko claimed, has effectively re-
duced the value of their holdings to the Dutch who
are secure only in their garrison towns and are
subject to attack as soon as they venture into the
country. Even the suburbs of Jogjakarta, former
Republican capital, are not safe from the invaders.

Railroads are not operating. The longest
streteh still running is only 60 miles. The Dutch
blockade of the islands closed all major ports to
the Republie, but a brisk trade in small boats
runs the blockade, especially across the Malaceca
Straits between Sumatra and Malaya. A Central
Command directs all activities. Seven radio trans-
mitters are operating which coordinate these
widespread actions.

UNDERGROUND GOVERNMENT RESPECTED

An interim government is well established on
Sumatra and its liaison is thoroughly organized
with the guerrillas, as well as with the external
offices of the Republic. This provisional regime in
hiding has complete authority.

This was one of the most gratifying impressions
to emerge from the interviews, The greatest re-
spect and authority is acknowledged to this under-
ground government. There does not seem to be
any desire to direct the affairs of state from out-
side Indonesia as for representatives abroad to
usurp powers. Dr. Soemitro made this very clear.
It is the emergency goverment which set the con-
ditions for UN policy, one of which is that a
cease-fire order (which the UN has demanded) will
be accepted only upon the release of the imprisoned
Republican president, and then "such an order can
be issued only in consultation with our Emergency
Government only with the full occurence of this
government."

Mr. Sudarko was vague as to the ob;ectlve of
this government and said this had not been de-
fined, but that general sentiment among the lead-
ers was for a return to the boundaries and con-
ditions of the Lingajatti agreement. This fits in
with the resolutions adopted at the New Delhi
Conference. It is a position of compromise fraught
with danger. The end desired is the complete mili-
tary and political expulsion of the imperialists
and in a very short period of time. But it is ques-
tionable if the orientation indicated by Mr. Su-
darko can achieve their goal. The present leader-
‘ship proposes to continue the moderate policy of

compromise which has already failed twice.,

-

Leading parties in the coalition that rules the
Republic are the Moslem Party of Premier Hatta
and the Socialist Party of Sjahrir. However, all
other paTtIES, except for the Communist Party,
are also in the struggle.

The Stalinists are a broken party r;gM now.
When they went into rebellion last August they
split the Peasant Party, but it is Sudarke's claim
that the ranks did not follow and only the Peasant
Party leadership supported the uprising, which
proved an adventurous fiasco that was quickly
crushed. Musso, Russian agent and Indonesian CP
leader, was killed in action. Alemin, secend in
command, was captured, tried by a military court,
and hanged. The third top leader, Sjarifoeddin,
seems to have disappeared. A Chinese newspaper
recently reported him dead, too.

Mr. Sudarko claimed that CP strength was
never very great and that most of it was a result
of “infiltration,” particularly into the Socialist
and Peasant Parties and into the trade unions,
But this influence did not penetrate to the ranks.
Apparently, the CP is no longer an important
group. However, the trade unions which were

disrupted by the CP’s policies up to last August
have not yet recovered.

OFFER INFORMATION ON TANMALAKA

He made some interesting remarks about Tan-
malaka, indicating the attitude of the 'govern-
ment. He differentiated sharply between Tanma-
laka and the Stalinists, characterizing him, as
opposed to the Stalinists, as “basieally mational-
ist.” For this, Tanmalaka is respected. The terms
Mr.- Sudarko applied to him were “impractical,”
“idealist” and “extremist.” He asecribed to Tan-
malaka various opinions which seemed to boil
down to a four-point program: l—against the
Lingajatti and Renville policies—and no compro-
mise with the Dutch; £—mno negotiations while
the Duteh retained a single soldier on Indonesian
s0il; 3—a radical social policy; 4—for a worker-
peasant alliance to achieve power in the Repub-
lic. For this latter purpose he organized the
United Action Party in February, 1947. The ex-
act weight of nationalism in Tanmalaka’s pro-
gram is not clear from this deseription. This ex-
tremely important question still must wait for
clarvification until details are available.

Tanmalaka was offered the premiership in
early 1947 but apparently was unable to form a
government on the basis of the program- he de-
sired. Sudarko described him as “extremely
shrewd” in politics. One interesting new faet that
Sudarko reported was that Tanmalaka eclaimed
innocence of the kidnapping of SP leader Sjah-
rir. Although the government obviously remains
suspicious, it has never been able to prove his
complicity, except to show that many of his asso-
ciates were involved.

Now Tanmalaka is fighting with Republican
guerillas, but here again are no details. Sudarko
indicated that he was still feared by the govern-
ment because "he might return to extremism.” It
is clear that Tanmalaka is a figure of importance
with @ name and a following.

Trade union organizations exist and are espe-
cially powerful among factory workers and
miners. There are about 350,000 factory workers,
mostly in foreign-owned sugar refineries, weav-
ing mills, tobacco, tea and coffee processing
plants, There are about 600,000 miners. The
number of factory workers has grown steadily,
with industry increasing about 300 per cent in
the years 1935-40. In the latter year there were
5,469 plants employing anywhere from 20 to 4,000
workers. The Republic has introduced a labor
code which considerably alters the completely un-
controlled and despotic exploitation by the for-
eign imperialists,

DESCRIBE SOCIAL, ECONOMIC PROGRAM

On social and economic program, this reporter
was unable to obtain specific information. The
basie principle of social policy that emerged from
the interview was its state orientation; the state
is to be the primary organizer and director of the
economy. This does not mean immediate nation-
alization. This is one of the problems that will be
resolved by the relationship of forces that emerge
from the present war.

Agriculture is to be left in private hands but
state assistance is emphasized, as is cooperative
organization. Sudarko did not acknowledge any
widespread concentration in land or extensive ex-
istence of feudal practices, It is true that the In-
dies suffer less from these two oriental ecurses
than either India or China, and in this sense agri-
culture there has a healthier aspect. Neverthe-
less, some concentrations, and certainly feudal
practices, do exist.

The Republic seems to have no program for
this. The chief problem of agriculture is its rela-
tion to the foreign-owned estates such as the large
sugar and tobacco plantations. The practice,
which is most exploitive, is for the estates to
lease from the small proprietor his land holdings
for the six months of the year during which he
cannot grow food on it. The peasant remains as
a worker on his own land for the other six months
of the year in the employ of the estate. He be-
comes dependent upon the estate to carry him
over this lean period, becoming indebted, his lease
extending indefinitely while he becomes bound to
the soil. This type of relationship is peculiar to
the Indies and is one of the first problems which
the Republic must face.

Nationalization of utilities and banking is an
immediate objective. The Duich-owned Java Bank
is to be the central fiscal organ of the Republic.
(This was one of the stumbling blocks in negotia-
tions.) Industry is to be developed by the state.
There will be greatest emphasis on exploitation of
new areas, particularly on Sumatra. The chief
staples of the islands, which are also the principal
wealth and exports are to be under state control.
Emphasis is on gradualism.
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_The government does not propose to expro-
priate Dutch or other foreign holdings immedi-
ately, (This was one of Tanmalaka’s criticisms

of government policy.) The direction of economic

policy is toward independence, but whether the
Republic can accomplish this under a gradualist
program is dubious. Meanwhile, it is establishing
mixed companies to act as its purchasing agents
abroad. The Fox Corporation, which made the

headlines last week, is of this type. Attempts are’

being made to interest American and British cap-
ital in direct investments. This is seen as a mat-
ter of basic importance because native capital is
practically non-existent. And also to use these
capitalists against the Dutch. In all cases the
Republie reserves certain rights and establishes
conditions of operation ineluding specifications
for housing, hospitalization and labor conditions.

How Indonesian Republic Fights On

This is quite different from the formula de-
veloped by Stettinius for his corporate exploita-
tion of Liberia. The Indonesians have rejected
.this particular formula of American domination
and this may be the reason for the violent attack
by the State Department on the Fox Corporation.
For, in spite of the public position which the U.S.
has taken in the United Nations on the Indone-
sian question, in its more intimate dealings the
State Department is extremely antagonistic to
the Republic and, in practice, it has withdrawn
all the rights of de facto recognition which it
originally granted, and has actually acknowledged
the Dutch blockade.

NEW DELHI A DISAPPOINTMENT

Dr. Soemitro’s press conference was devoted
to a discussion of the New Delhi meeting, from
which he has just returned. Clearly the Asian
meeting was a disappointment to everyone con-
cerned. It did not accept some of the key propo-
sals of the Indonesians. Dr. Soemitro gave the
reason for this: “The Asian Conference itself
was under heavy pressure of the Western powers,
including. the U.S. and Great Britain.”

The most significant Indonesian proposals, those
not greatly publicized, were requests for sanctions
against the Dutch. Apparently the Republic had
requested such specific measures as abrogation of
airplane landing privileges and coaling and refuel-
ing rights for ships and planes, economic boycoit,
including pressure on the U, S. to end ERP payments

to Holland. It proposed as the trump card the -

Institution of search of Dutch ships for contraband,
and the seizure of such goods as viclations of the
UN decisions. This action program was jettisoned
by the Asian Conference in favor of continued
reliance on UN action. However, India, Pakistan,
Ceylon and Saudi Arabia have cancelled Dutch
plane landing rights.

The Security Council has adopted a further
resolution since the Asian Conference. Dr. Soe-
mitro emphasized that this latest resolution was
also “a great disappointment.” The expressed cer-
tainty that a new joint consultation of Asian gov-
ernments would take place shortly to consider
new action on the Dutech war in Indonesia and
this time more serious steps might be expected.
He also felt that regional cooperation in Asia had
gone a long step toward becoming permanent but
the first problem remained the elimination of im-
perialism. Throughout Asia there is disillusion-
ment both with the UN and American policy. The
over-all impression of these interviews was of
preparation for a long struggle. While maintain-
ing “correct” international attitudes, the Indo-
nesians look more to Asia than to the West.

Communists Opposed
To Cominform Meet

We print below an item that appeared in
the January 29 issue of the Socialist Leader
of Great Britain, in a column by Wilfred
Wigham. It suggests a development of con-
siderable interest and importance. We hope
to be able to add moré detail in a coming

issue of LABOR ACTION.
.

“It has been known that many Communists,
outside of Yugoslavia, have been as firm as Tito
in opposition to the Cominform’s attempts to rule
Communist movements all over the world with a
monolithie ideological control.

“Though it attracted slight attention, Com-
munists from Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxem-
burg, Denmark, Sweden and Switzerland recent-
ly held a quiet conference in the last-named coun-
try, to plan a campaign against Moscow dicta-
torship.

“The gathering is not to be confused with the
Trotskyists, who have long fought ‘Stalinism’ on
tactical grounds.

“The new movement may develop genuine sig-
nificance, for* in many a country considerable
numbers of Communists have been awaiting just
such a call. In Dortmund, Germany, for example,
a group of Communists has asked permission of
the British authorities to form an Anti-Soviet
Communist Party.”
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The Acheson Plan:

One year will shortly have elapsed since the begin-
ning of the European Recovery Program (ERP), the
economie aid aspect of the much broader Marshall Plan.
The initial $5 billion fund has now been exhausted or
‘committed and it has therefore become necessary to
ask Congress for an additional appropriation of $534
billions to carry the ERP through June of 1950. This
is the-formal explanation behind Secretary of State
Acheson’s recent statement on the ERP as well as
Economje Cooperation Administrator Hoffman’s general
report on the first year of the program. Of course, the
additional billions will be approved by Congress (after
a minimum of complaining and eriticism). To begin
with, much progress has been made from the American
standpoint ‘despite possible complaints and, more impor-
tantly, it would be out of the question to withdraw
from or hedge on such deep committments.

What kind of progress can be cited? Naturally, ERP
tries to take full eredit for the undoubted and substantial
recovery which western Europe has undergone in the
past year. It would appear that this has all been due
to the glorious and. philanthropic giffs flowing out of
America’s abundant production! The hatural economic
forces in Europe, with the rich resources in material and
manpower that Europe still possesses, are hardly taken
into account. Yet the fact remains that western Europe
has achieved a definite and tangible recovery, that it
is again a gamg capitalist uonnmie region, that its pro-
ductivity is surpassing the bare mihimum necessary for
life itself and that its economic specific weight in rela-
tion to America and eastern Europe has advanced.

In this respect, it has again become possible for the .

political and ruling groups of eastern Europe to re-
assert themselves in world affairs and to maintain a
certain independence they have not known in many
years. It would be absurd to deny this since this factor
will greatly influence relations between western Europe
and America in the future. It will not be strietly a one-
sided affair, thanks to the counterforces and trends
which economie advancement has ereated. And this is
something to be thankful for!

NATURE AND SCOPE RECOVERY

The recovery referred to can be measured in more
specific terms: 1948 factory and mine productivity was
about 15 per cent over 1947 and equal to pre-war pro-
ductivity; steel output equalled that of 1937 and gained
25 per cent over 1947, if we excluded western Germany
from the totals; railroad and freight traffic was largely
back to normal; crops for the year were 25 per cent
above the extremely bad year of 1947 and—with the
exception of western Germany which i1s about to be
subjected to an ersatz milk and meat diet experiment,
and still strictly rationed England—the general food
situation is far superior to previous years. Perhaps
the most favorable sign of all was the 20 per cent
inerease in over-all exports for the Marshall Plan
countries, with the general prospect that increased
export and tourist trade for 1949 will again be much
higher, In general, the picture when viewed objectively
would indicate that the recovery potentiality of western
Europe, once it was stimulated by the American flow
of goods, proved considerably hlghm than originally
expected.

The considerable flow of foods, fertilizer and feed
from America in 1948, together with good weather,
were responsible for the erop recovery. The quantity
of raw materials, semi-finished products, machinery,
fuel, ete.—accounting for about 60 per cent of the
billions spent—provided the necessary stimulus to set
western Europe’s productive plant into operation once
more. These Tactors, together with the skill and capacity
of the workers, are behind the marked recovery,

Of course, there are many factors on the other side
that must be considered. We have written here of re-

covery measured in purely capitalist terms, and noi in
terms of real needs and distribution. For exnmple. it’is

already clear that by the time ERP runs out in 1952 few,

if any, of the nations involved will have achieved a trade
balance and overcome their current dollar shertages
and deficits. Yery little progress has actually been made
toward the abolition of trade barriers and customs
boundaries, and east-West European commeree is virtu-
ally extinct., Whatever efforts were made at some" k[nd
of “economic union" of the participating nations * fell
flat before the mutual rivalry of the countries involved.
Large-scale unemployment persists in Greece and Hdly.

From the standpoint of the European people and
workers involved, most detrimental is the continuation
of inflationary regimes with swollen m)ht.:ry budgets
that unbalance the entire economy. Thus, in the field
of distribution of the gains we have cited, we. have
the typical disproportions chardcteristic of capitalist
economics. The improved standards of the masses are
at a far lower level than that of the rich, the industrial-
ists and the business men. .

VICTORY FOR U. S. DIPLOMACY

From a political point of view, the U. S. has won
a considerable victory in its struggle with Russian
expansionism. The recovery achieved has halted both
Russian imperialism and the national Stalinist move-
ments which resorted to open sabotage in the struggle
against the Marshall Plan. In this respeet, the leader-
ship of the countries of western Europe is more depen-
dent upon continued U. 8. aid than before; but as we
have indicated above this is not unilateral relationship
as, for example, is the case when Russian imperialism
seizes hold of -a foreign country. In this sense, both
the temporary halting of Stalinism and the economie
recovery are objective results that are highly favorable
to the real socialists of western ]s.urope, provided they
make use of them.

Acheson, who will manage the new plulse of the® EIP
pregram, will continue the economic aid in substantially
the same way as’ hitherto. However, his political ap-
proach will be more and more a pushing of the Marshall
nations towards some form of unity, according fo his
conception of the term. That is, a partial economic
unity to further strengthen the economic recovery
achieved, and above all a military unity based upon his
proposed North Atlantic pact and other measures. The
administration's ideal is a semi-unified western Europe,
productive and strong, with a coordinated military
machine supplied by American arms. This is the essence
of the new phase of the Marshall Plan.

Many controverises will develop during this new
phase. The pressure of Congressmen for immediate and
tangible repayments (in the form of strategic metals
and raw materials; privileged {rade ‘agreements; fore-
ing unwelcome tax provisions upon the benefiting
nations, ete.) will grow. We submit, however, that these
are secondary and subordinate factors in the real
picture. At this stage of the game, U. S. imperialism
does not proceed in that way. The conception of those
who conceived of the ERP program as resulting in the
outright and clear “enslavement” of western Europe,
its governments and peoples by the U. 8. has proved to
be more than naive. The shrewder and more far-sighted
exponents of the “American Century” have other ways
of proceeding, and they have not failed as yet. .

This iz precisely why the revolutionary socialists
of Europe must match them in keeness of analysis
and program by building their own political approach
on the basis of objective facts and not presuppositions.
Their struggle must be, in economic terms, for a pro-
gressive sharing of the fruits of economic recovery
and, in political terms, for the shaping of the coming
unification of western Europe in a democratic form
rather than the militaristic form which America would
like to see. Henry JUDD

Debate Secret Pact Deal --

(Continued from page 1)
Democratic and Republican foreign-
policy spokesmen in the Senate, Con-
nally and Vandenberg, on Monday
formally repudiated in words any
pledge of a “moral commitment.”
They managed to leave no doubt,
however, that this was being done
only in obeissance to the Constitu-
tion and was not intended lo tie the
hands of the administration in thor-
oughly enwinding the U. S. in joint
preparations and activities which
could only force the hand of Con-
gress if and when the showdown
came,

A spokesman for the State Depart-
ment, Lincoln White, helped out from
the administration’s side by com-
menting: “There are no differences
on objectives. It is simply a matter
of finding the best possible way to
meet those objectives.”

Asked by reporters whether a mo-
ral commitment to jump into war
had been asked by the other North
Atlantic powers, Acheson replied: “I
don't want to talk about those things
—all they can do is cause frouble.”

Cause trouble, indeed! The countiry
is witnessing an illuminating exam-
ple of two characteristics of “enlight-
ened,” “internationalist” Washington
diplomacy: secret diplomacy and the
almost unlimited power of the Ex-
ecutive to involve the country in the
steps leading toward war so that the
final vote in Congress becomes a for-
mality.

SECRET DEBATE

The Senate debate took place with-
out the “represéntatives of the peo-
ple” having been vouchsafed even a
look at the proposed pact. Connally
and Vandenberg alone have been
permitted to peep. On the one hand
Acheson systematically let it be
known in the press that Lange had
been told something along these lines
(the language is ours): “My dear
minister, we can say nothing pub-
licly about commitments because of
a slight technical obstacle which
should not disturb you but which has
to be gotten around in this country:
namely, the Constitution. Between
you and me, you may rest confident
that this technical difficulty will be
entirely meaningless if the North
Atlantic Pact has to be implemented.
The congressmen will bleat for the
record, but they will

raise their

hands obediently when that time
comes. I cannot commit the U. S. but
I can commit the secret policy of the
administration, and that will be
enough.”

Then, on the other hand, the same
Acheson tells the people: “I don't
want to talk about those things—all
they can do is cause trouble”...for
the secret alliances and deals of the
government made behind the backs
of the people.

From a quite different angle other
disagreement with the tacti¢s of the
State Department has been expressed
in U. S. top circles. This bears upon
the advisability (from the viewpoint
of U. S. imperialism itself) of pres-
suring the Scandinavian countries to
join the North Atlantic Pact. The
counter-view (expressed among oth-
ers by Sumner Welles and Walter
Lippman) is that the U, S, should
instead let the Scandinavian coun-
tries form their own pact, formally
independent of the other but “sym-
pathetic” to if, and leave the door
open for other regional alliances
which would not put the question of
“U. S. or Russia?” quite so brutally.

In this way a Scandinavian alli-
ance, for example, could appear to
be “independent” of Washington (in
the eyes of its own people, in the

In New York City:

first place) but could actually be de-
pended ‘on tfo become an integral
part of the Western front led by the
United States whenever its formal
“independence” lost usefulness. (Such
a tactic would aiso be calculated to
salve the consciences of American
“liberals” and “internationalists.”)

Whichever maneuver is finally
adopted by Washington, there has
been no clearer revelation than that
of the past week with regard to the
process of “choosing up sides™ for the
Third World War, toward which all
the preparations of Washington are
driving, -
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Corresponi!eni' in Japan Reviews Election Background, Party Policies

LABOR

Rightists Are Victorious in Japanese Elections

By TAKETO YAMABE

‘. The third General Election to the
House ! of - Representatives "that has
taken'place singe the lend of the war
was ‘held ‘'on:January 23. Pre-election
activity was-catrried -on for no more
than- the minimumi:time permitted by
the"élection law’ (that is, 40 days),
which:was further interrupted: by the
ifitervention of the New Year's holi-
day. Furthermore,; under the new sys-
tem: for the administration of election
procedure, which ‘was put into prac-
tice for the first time, freedom of ac-
tion was severely limited, and con-
sequently a generally poor turnout
was expected.

In addition, the people, who had
been witnessing a succession of scan-
dals since last August and the obscene
spectacle of factional strife that had
been continuing for over two months
between the Liberal Democratic gov-
ernment, which wanted to dissolve
the Diet, and the opposition parties
(the Socialists and Democrats), who
were attempting to delay the disso-
lution as long as possible, felt even
more acutely its despair, distrust and
dissatisfaction with politics.
“'Hpwever, a count of the ballots
showed a-74.1 per cént turnout of the
electorate (80.7 per cent of all eligi-
ble men and 68 per cent of all eligi-

' ble,women), better than that of April,
1947 (67.9 per cent of the total elec-
_torate). The average temperature for
January, 41 degrees Fahrenheit, was
the.warmest on record since the es-
_tablishment of the Meteorological Ob-
‘servatory in 1875, and the evening of
Sunday, January 23, was particularly
fine. Nevertheless, pre-election activ-
ity was at an all-time low. Yet the
fact that in spite of this there was

_a big-turnout at first gave a hopeful

impression tending to support the
.notionr of general faith in democratic
government,

‘Factors in Vote

A rise in popularity on the part of
the Liberal Democratic and Commu-
‘nist Parties was exepected by all, but
the' leap they took was  something

- at which even they themselves were

aimazed.

-«Iinmediately before the election all

observers-estimated that the Liberal
Pémoctats would get 200 to 220 seats,
the 'Democrats 70 to 80, the Socialists
807°td6 90, and the Communists 10 to
20."The unexpected fall of the So-
cialist- Party and the unanticipated
rise ‘of the Liberal Democratic- and
Communist Parties created a thor-
.oughly sensationial impression." How-
ever, the people’s -choice’ was far
more careful and- their ‘criticism far
more 'severe than  the intelligentsia
thought.

‘What the people are Iookmg for
more than anything else is “stability
of government.” What has hurt them
more than anything else since the
end of the war has been the sky-
rocketing inflation, the instability of
th¢ economy, and the general inse-
.curity of life. The hopes they cher-
ished of freeing themselves from
these calamities were betrayed
through the weakness of the Demo-
cratic.-and Socialist-Demoeratic coa-
lition governments that have been
.governing the countiry for the last
21 months. The political weakness of
these governments were displayed on
every économic or social problem,
making it clear that these politicians
were incapable of coping with in-
flation or stabilizing the economy.

In particular, the disunity of the
Socialist Party; the principal force in
the government, invited “political in-
stability” and governmental paraly-
sis whenever a problem arose. Not
only “did the 'Socialist Party fail to
satisfy the demands of the wotking
class; it also filled the middle class
‘Wwith despair and disillusionment. The
people wanted a stronger government
and-more stable politics.

."To: this was added a series of scan-
dals in which the Socialist Party was
also involved, so that the outcome of
the present election constituted a
double-barreled protest that exploded
in the Socialists’ faces. In particular,
the tactics of the Socialist Party lead-
ership in attempting to prevent the
dissolution of the Diet following the
establishment of the Yoshida Cabinet

v N

Taketo Yamabe joined the Com-
munist Party of Japan in 1925, He
was imprisoned in 1928, released in
1930, but did net rejoin the party.
He remained a socialist but at the
same time became increasingly criti-
cal of the CP. In 1938-42 he was a
government analyst, specializing in
Russian economy. In 1942 he was re-
arrested by the Tojo government and
remained in prison for fwo years
without trial. Since the war he has
been chief editor of a publishing
house specializing in labor and so-
cialist literature. Though belonging
to no party, he is closest to the anti-
Stalinist left wingers in the Socialist
Party of Japan.

The article below is printed exclu-
sively in LABOR ACTION. There are
several important differences of opin-
ion between Taketo Yamabe and LA-
BOR ACTION. However, we feel that
our readers will find this first-hahd
report exceptiomally interesting both
for its information on the election
and its illustration of pelitical think-
ing in Japanese socialist circles today.
—Ed.
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(reactionary government of the Lib-
eral-Democratic Parties —Ed.) last
year savored of such rank factional-
ism that the last remaining shreds of
public confidence in the Socialist Par-
ty were torn away. The fact that Par-
iy Chairman Katayama and former
Cabinet members such as Nishio, No-
mizo, XKato, Nagae, Fumiyoshi and
others were defeated for re-election
is evidence of the public’s severely
critical attitude toward the Socialist
Party.

Even before the election the num-
ber of Socialist deputies had shrunk
from 143 to 111. In the first split, 20
members of the right wing formed
the Social Reform Party; and in the
second split, which took place late
last year, 12 members of the left wing
organized themselves into the Farm-
er-Labor Party. In this election the
number of the former was reduced
to five and that of the latter to seven,
while the Socialist Party itself was
reduced to 49 seats, less than half
of its original representation. Some
former socialist votes went to the
Communists, while the majority went
to the Liberal Democrats. The Lib-
eral Democratic Party took away
most of the votes of the Socialists
and some of those of the Democrats
and the Popular Cooperatives. ’I‘hesc
may be considered the fluid votes of
the members of the middle class.l

CP Nets Gains

For the Communist Party the con-
ditions of the electoral battle were
supremely favorable. Neither the
brevity of the campaigning period
nor the various limitations of the
electoral system could constitute a
handicap to a group so well organ-
ized. On the contrary, these two con-
ditions, which did constitute a hand-
icap for the other political parties,
were an advantage for the Commu-
nists. Furthermore, as the only politi-
cal party having no connection with
the recent wave of scandals, they
were able to utilize this factor to the
fullest.

Their other ally in this campaign
was the tax situation. The standard
of living, in comparison with that of
a year ago, is somewhat higher, and
since last October there has been a
rise — although slight —in the real
wages of the working class. In con-
trast to this, the pressure of direct
and indirect taxation has increased
tremendously. Of the 60 yen paid for
a package of cigarettes more than
55 yen goes to taxes; of the 1,000 yen
paid for a “sho” (1.588 quarts) of
sake (rice wine) over %00 yen goes
to taxes; and the tax on admission
fees to places of amusement has more
than doubled.

The CP's election campaign actually
began early last year with an attack
on this problem. In their final broad-
cast on the evening of January 21,
Nozaka (Central Committee) concen-
trated entirely on the wave of scan-
dals, while Tokuda (secretary-gener-
al) concentrated on the tax situation.

Celebrate 29 Years Service
By League for Mutual Aid

NEW “YORK — Twenty-nine years of
continuous service to men and wom-
ef1in. the labor, liberal and progres-
‘sive ~movements facing emergencies
A¢lllibe celebrated by the League for
‘Mutual Aid at a dinner in the King
Arthur Restaurant, 405 West- 23rd
Stiept; on' Friday, March 4. (Reser-
vations are $3.75 and may be made at
the ‘League office, 104 Fifth Ave. No
fund appeal wﬂl be made at the din-
ner.}

National in scope.,ihe League for
Mutual Aid is non-political, non-par-
tisan and draws no line of color or
creoﬂ in rendering service, It granis
loans without - interest or red:tape,
ﬁnﬂs jobs - without a fee, wangles

. needed overcoats, helps individuals in

a great variety of economic troubles.

..Steady increase in applications for .

losns and aid in. finding new jobs in
‘recent months is reported by Ade-

""i:qlid_g-:Schulkind,---the--beague‘-s execu-

tive secretary.

-“Qur office is in effect a iempera-
ture chart of unemployment in the
United States,” said Miss Schulkind.
“We first began to notice the present
frend early last summer. As always,
layoffs in industry bring emergencies
for workers and their dependents—
illness, accidents and other unfore-
seen difficulties arise.

“The tight pinch of personnel cuis
is being felt not only by manual
workers, .but by many persons who
lately have been pushed out of exec-
utive jobs. Repeatedly this winter
we have had occasion to help war
veterans whose allowances have been
inordinately held up in Washington.
Conscientious objectors coming out
of prison are among those we have
served. And often we have aided dis-
placed persons from war-torn coun-
tries, not' yet adjusted io their new

-life here.”

Pt S~ J———

Party Strength in Japan
! Present Represen- Former Represen-
Party tation in Seats tation in Seats
Liberal Democratic 264 131
Democratic 68 ' 121
Socialist . ) 49 143
Popular Cooperative 14 R 29
Communist 35 4
Others 36 38
Total 466 466

Tokuda said: “The Communist Party
is confident that it can lower the
price of a package of cigarettes from
60 yen to 10 yen and that of a “sho”
of sake from 1,000 yen to 150 yen.”
He added: “70 per cent of current
prices goes for taxes,” just the sorl
of propaganda likely to appeal to the
Japanese masses.

It would not be amiss to mention
that the success of the Chinese Com-
munist Party has had its influence.
The American press and foreign cor-
respondents in Tokyo have been
stressing this, and Red Flag (the CP
daily) has been giving day-to-day re-
poris on the Chinese sitmation. Post-
ing bills in the streets has been for-
bidden, but the CP published the
“New China Cablegram” in* leaflet
form in the guise of a newspaper
extra, and posted if on street cor-
ners to the accompaniment of Ioud
cheers for the Chinese Communists.
The establishment of Communist rule
over China was worth a million ad-
ditional votes to the Japanese Com-
munist Party. It is an undeniable fact
that the Japanese people, as yet lack-
ing mature political judgement and
predisposed to follow the big and
the strong, were influenced by this
situation.

But what really attracled them to
the CP was the wave of scandals and
the tax situation, since their concern
for international affairs is not that
great. If they were more informed
about international affairs, they
would react with hostility to the So-
viet Union’s policies, to conditions in
the Eastern European counftries, and
the Communist Party's universal use
of violence. They know nothing of
the true nature of Soviet and Com-
munist policy, but have been vic=
timized by demagogy. However, it is
more than likely that the leadership
of the trade unions, student groups
and the intelligentsia have been in-
fluenced by events in China.

Woo Middle Class

As soon as the Diet was adjourned,
the CP set up one candidate apiece
in each of the nation’s 170 electoral
districts and launched a concerted
campaign. In comparison with the
campaigns conducted by other par-
ties, which contributed to their own

. confusion by setting up two lo five

candidates in each district, theirs was
quite effective. In three of Tokyo's
seven electoral districts, in three of
Osaka's five and in two of Kanaga-
wa’s three, Communists had a plu-
rality. Of the 35 Communist depu-
ties in the new Diet, 10 had clear
pluralities.

Two years ago Sambetsu (Nnational
Congress of Industrial Organizations)
openly supported the Communist
Party, but this year, in view of the
formation of the Democratic League
within Sambetsu, this was impossi-
ble.? The organization left the gues-
tion of political allegiance to the in-

dividual union members. Thus the CF,

unable to obtain the open support
of the labor movement, concentrated
‘all its effort on winning over the mid-
dle class and the intelligentsia. To
the first it offered a solution to the
tax problem; to the last, slogans of
“peace and national independence.”

Beginning last summer, ‘the party
organized fellow -tiravelerish- groups
such as the League for the Preserva-
tion of Democracy and the Society for
the Preservation of Japanese Cul-
ture. During the campaign it worked
on writers and artists, staging a con-
vention “against fascism and war,™
publishing manifestoes, etc. On Jan-
uary 14 Yuriko Chujo, Koreto Kura-
hara and Shigeharu Nakano (all par-
ty members) were the principal fig-
ures in a writers' conference; on Jan-
uary 21 a Congress of anti-fascist in-
tellectuals convened in Tokyo. Be-
tween the end of last year and this
January, famous writers, artists,
scholars and educators were joining
the CP by the droves.

Red Flag reported these events
daily in bold type and gave a big
play to the rush of intellectuals into
the Communist Party. It need hardly
be mentioned that this propaganda
had a powerful effect on the general
run of students and intellectuals. Of
the 35 Communists elected, the over-
whelming majority are members of

the intelligentsia, while only three.

or four, all veteran party members,
are of the working class.

Rely on Occupation

On election day I stood in front of
an election bulletin board by a news-
paper house in Kanda, the heart of
the student quarter in Tokyo. There
were several hundred students gath-
ered at the spot. Each time the num-
ber of Communist deputies went up,
first from 17 to 20, later to 25, a cheer
went up from among the crowd.
When I saw a group of Japanese, who

- normally eschew all public displays

of emotion, greeting Communist vie-
tories with applause, I realized that
the majority of the student popula-
tion had voted Communist.

Yoshida's Liberal Democratic Party
is universally regaided as a party of
the extreme right, However, it would
be premature to look upon him as
another de Gaulle.

The Katayama and Ashida govern-
ments (SDP and Democratic Party
coalitions) were unable to check the
Communist Party’s disruptive tactics
and extricated themselves from every
embarrassing sttuatlon only by ap-
pealing to the occupation authorities.
In the face of the Communist offen-
sive they were powerless and in their
relations with the Army of Occupa-
tion they were obsequious and servile,
The abortive general strike of Feb-
ruary, 1947, the Zenkanke sitrike of
March, 1948, and the would-be na-
tionwide strike of August, 1948, all
Communist-led (the February 1,
1947, strike was a wunited working
class action, the last such in the post-
war period. The SDP supported it.—
Ed.), were all stopped by the inter-
vention of the army of occupation. In
all matters, great and small, the for-
mer governments were in the habit
of consulting the army of accupation,
a fact which did not enhance ftheir
popularity with the Japanese people.
They lacked a “self,” so to speak.

Of all the active politicians, Yoshi-
da is regarded as the most sell-pos-
sessed, courageous personality. For
better or for worse our people have
placed their reliance on Yoshida as
a “more forceful statesman.”

Socialist Duty

‘In the wake of a great war no
country can escape political instabil-
ity. But no nation can endure a pro-
tracted state of instability. After
World War I both Germany and
France regained their stability within
dbout five years. Now in the fourth
year since thé ehd of World War II,
what is desired by France and Ja-
pan both the worst victims of “po-
litical instability,” ‘is “political sta-
bility.” This desire will probably be-
come even stronger as time goes on.
The victory of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party is an expression of it.
This is not because the people have
evinced a desire for “dictatorship.”
The only redson is that, disgusted
with the dismemberment of the politi-
cal organism into mutually conflict-
ing parties of approximately equal
strength and with the “political in-
stability” of coalition governments,
they want a more stable parliamen-
iary government, a government with
a little more consistency. "

The post-war reconstruction of a
defeated couniry is mnot a problem
that will find its solution overnight,
whatever party forms the govern-
ment. Whatever the party in power,
it cannot but become the scapegoat
for popular despair and indignation.
As long as this is true, the Commu-
nist Party will probably always be
in a favored position, always ready
to reap the harvest of this despair
and indignation. Popular despair vis-
a-vis the CP will not develop until
the CP itself has been in power for
a time. But by that time it will be foo
late to do anything about it. The
transfer of allegiance fo some other
party because the policies of the CP
have become unpopular will already
have become an impossibility.

At present the Communist Party is
being borne upward by a favorable
current, which it will continue to
exploit. As long as the irue nature
of Communism is not understood, the
conditions for the continued exploi-
tation of such a situation remain un-
impaired. Unfortunately the Japan-
ese people are unacquainted with the
true face of Communism. The con-
ditions that may bring the Commu-
nists to power have not yet been elim-
inated.

But, on the other hand, the Com-
munist Party has come off the by-
ways onto the highways. The duty of
taking full advantage of this oppor-
tunity to expose and criticize the
CP now rests squarely on the shoul-
ders of Japanese democratic social-
ists. One of the reasons for the col-
lapse of the Socialist Party was its
failure to attend to this duty. The
time has come for democratic social-
ism to take its first step forward; this
is the point from which it must be-
gin.

(Translated by Leo Del Monte)

1This interpretation is open to

question in part. While many middle

class votes undoubtedly went to the
Liberal - Democrats, there is some
evidence that the largest shift of
Social-Democratic votes was proba-
bly toward the Stalinists, particular-
1y among the workers. The SDP vote
declined from 7,170,000 fo 4,129,000,
or by about 3,041,000, Some of this

went to the split-off right and left
groups. The CP vote rose from about
800,000 to three million, or an 'in-
crease of over two million. Most of
this increase occurred in former SDP-
strongholds such as the port city of
Yokdhama, the first-and second ‘work-
ing class districts of Tokyo and the
industrial city of Osaka.—Ed. )

2 The Democratic Leagues are anti-
Stalinist factions inside the unions
which first organized around pro-
grams of democratization after the
failure of the February 1, 1947, gen-
eral strike. Their formation forced
the Stalinized leadership of Sambet-
su to acknowledge that relations be-
tween ranks and leadership were not
democratic. The CP's position in Jap-
anese unions is one of top control with
little penetration of the ranks. The
Leagues have become quite powerful
in several key unions. Their leader-
ship is an amalgam of left SDPers,
non - partisans and semi - syndicalist
elements.—Ed.

. of the body.

arrested.

in secret.

“peoples democracies.”

Why They Confess - -

The mystery of why they confess in Stalinland will probably not
be entirely solved until the brutal autocracy is overthrown by the
people. Meanwhile conjecture and speculation are rife. But in not all
cases is there a mystery involved. In fact, the probability is that in
most cases confessions are obtained by the traditional knout and club-
human torture which has a well- fuunded basis in the notorious frailty

“Similar charges were made by several others of the twenty-nine
defendants, who are on trial as members of an allegedly subversive
organization called the ‘Erkvie’ . . . Mr. Panek will be tried on the
charge of ‘insulting the police’ in a separate proceeding,”

This little story tells a great deal indeed not only about Stalinist
police and law practice but also about the opposition in the new

A story which samehow slipped through the censorship in Czecho- -
Slovakia last week ds in all likelihood & description of the * 1
method of Stalinist justice of “trial by confession.” The story appcarcd i
“in the New York Herald-Tribune on Febiuary 11.” - i
= “A mother and a son have charged before d stdté court here that™'|
Czech police used third-degree methods to obtain confesswns of guilt E &
in an alleged conspiracy against the Communist regime.

“Lubomir Panek, twenty-four, declared he was beaten over ihe head
by police until his head was covered with blood. He asked that his'. |
cell-mate be called as a witness to the beating. The court refused the -
request and promptly granted a demand by the state prosecutor’ lllq'l'_
Mr. Panek be tried on the additional charge of "insulting the police.”

"“"His mother, Mrs. Olga Pankova, said a confession was cbtained
from her only on threats that her eighty year old mother would be

“normal’

presumably

Russia Arrests Strong--

(Cont'mue'ﬂ from page 1)
launch World War IL If all this is
the work of an American agent, then

the U.S. Secret Service ought to. de-,

mand its money back.

It is clear that her "nntnnety,” as
claimed by Tass, had not yet. perco-
lated to local Stalinist circles, which
were caught as surprised and flat-
footed as the next man, When this
reporter called the Daily Worker for
comment the answer was extremely
curt and definite: No statement!

In the recent period Miss Strong
ha$ been most closely identified with
the American Committee for a Demo-
cratic Far Eastern Policy, which has
published a number of her articles in
its periodical, Spotlight, and only
two weeks ago brought out her lat-
est book, “Tomorrow's Chjna.” (This
book was serialized in the Daily
Worker.) Miss Maude Russell, secre-
tary of the group, had this to say:
“Miss Strong's connections with our
committee are as a reporter on Chi-
na. Her writings are very valuable
to the American people. We intend
to continue to circulate her book.”
Confusion, chagrin and consternation
were evident in the {one and content
of this statement. Another 'perfectly
good “front” has becn stabbed in the
back.

PROPAGANDA FOR MAO

In the last two to three years, and
on many previous occasmns, Miss
Strong has covered the Chinese Sta-
linist front for various agencies, most
recently and currently for the -world-
wide Stalinist news service, Allied
Labor News. She is the only reporter
to have interviewed Mao Tse-tsung
in recent months and the only re-
porter to be permitted to roam about
Manchuria since the Russian occupa-
tion began in 1945. At one time, when
Chinese CP headquarters was in Ye-
nan, the welcome mat was out and
Mao was always at hand. to tell his
romantic life story to every reporter

who could break through the Kuo-
mintang cordon. But this is no longer
so, ,

Since 1945 Miss Strong is the only
one to have made public interviews,
not only with Mao, but with most of
the. other top Chinese CP leaders.
Manchuria and Stalinist China are
now closed to foreign correspondents.
With the exit of Agnes Smedley and
Gunther Stein and the departure of
Edgar Snow for what appears to be
semi-permanent New York residence,

. Miss Strong has been the chief exter-

nal propagandist for Chinese Stalin-
ism. Since 1946 she has been identi-
fied not so much with Russia or Sta-
linism in particular as in her earlier
exploits, but with the Chinese party.

In her latest book, “Tomorrow’s
China,” and in an essay published in
the defunet magazine, “Amerasia,”
Miss Strong writes of Mao and of the
CP leadership with the adulation usu-
ally reserved for 'Stalin alone. What
is more, she attributes to Mao the
distinction of being the sole new con-
tributor to Marxism-Leninism-Stalin-
ism and of -having developed a
uniquely felicitous program for Chi-
na which “extends” these theories to
the special situation of thaf’ "back-
ward country

Inmden’cally. in a speech‘ delivered
on January 17, 1949, which has been
teprinted as a pamphlet entitled “Chi-
nese Lessons for American Marxists,”
Earl Browder points to this distinc-
tiveness of Chinese CP {iheory, its
“exceptionalism"” as .the reason for
its success. He quotes from several of
Miss Sirong's articles'in support of
his thesis that Mao Tse-tung's policy
has been to develop a particular line
for Chinese Communism; to China-
ize Marxism and Leninism.” (Page 9.)
Browder quotes extensively from
“The Thought of Mao-Tse-tung,” by
A. L. Strong. Browder was purged
for just such an exceptionalist ap-
proach in the U.S.

CP Trial Policy--

(Continued from page 1) ,
members or sympathizers.

A minor mystery was Wilkerson's
refusal to testify whether or not he
was a CP member while serving as
the party’s educational director in
Washington and Baltimore a few
years ago. This refusal on constitu-
tional grounds, came after the edu-
cator has testified that he is a party
member at present.

The vociferous protests of the de-
fense at the curtailment of evidénce
on the jury system seems to indicate
that they consider the ruling a“major
setback. Instead of a merely delaying
tactic, of which Judge Medina has
many times accused the five defense
attorneys, the fight to quash the in-
dictment on these grounds appears to
be the chief strategy of the defend-
ants. Getting to the heart of the case,
the legality of the Smith Act, is evi-
dently the last thing the Communist
Party wishes to do.

This conclusion is borne out by cpP
activities outside the courtroom, Un-
til now, at least, all party propaganda
has centered on the jury system. If is
the chief topic in the Daily Worker
and in pamphlets distributed at the
courthouse. The American Labor Par-
iy has taken up the issue and it has
even reached the U. S. Senate floor
through a speech by Senator Langer.

A special organization, headed by
Paul Robeson and Ben Gold, has been
formed, not to fight the Smiith Act,
that the defendants are entitled to
but to revise the jury system. Granted
that the defendants are entitled to
use every legal technicality to fight
for their freedom, it is begging the
central question from a civil liberties
viewpoint if they are not prepared
and even eager to test the constitu-
tionality of the notorious Smith Act,
which permits conviction for “con-
spiracy to advocate” overthrow of the
government.

Even more damaging to the CP, in
a political and propaganda sense, has
been the trial of Cardinal Mindzsenty

in Budapest by the Hungarian Com-
munist court. This trial, with its biz-
arre confessions that revive memories
of the infamous Russian frame-up
confessions of .the Old BolsHeviks in
1936-38, has excited protests through-
out the world and relegated the trial
of the CP leaders to a Ininor place in
the press.

The American capitalist spokesmen
have not been tardy in seizing upon
the Mindzsenty trial as a contrast to
the proceedings in the Federal district
court here. Governor Thomas E.
Dewey used it as a central point in a
speech denouncing the trial.

That the official capitalist propa-
ganda bandwagon should gef up full
steam on the guestion is to be expect-
ed.. With characteristic dishonest so-
phistry, they avoid the fact Mindz-
senty was tried in a court operated
under a totalitarian ' government
which is not expected by anyone, even
Stalinists, to give a fair trial.

The Smith Act, which runs counter
to all the declarations of the freedom
of man expressed so solemnly in our
state documents, is an example of the
perversion of the Constitution and
past interpretations of the Constitu-
tion by the Supreme Court.

No trial in Budapest will change
this fact, which is the central issue

‘before suave and jesting Judge Me-

dina. Eighteen members of the So-
cialist Workers Party served sen-
tences in' Federal penitentiaries with-

out getting a definitive decision from

the Supreme Court on the constitu-

‘tionality of the Smith Aect.

1t is unfortunate that the present
defendants come from a party that
seems unwilling to test the law. They
come into court with a tarnished rec-
ord of support of trials staged by
their Russian leaders, with a personal
record of support of the Smith Act
when. it was used against Trotskyists,
and from an orgarization whose prin-

_ciples and methods are the antithesis

of honesty, democracy and justice.

"Now there have been rumors of
serious differences in the top eche-
lons of the Chinese party. First there
was reported to be discontent with
the Russian looting of Manchurian in-
dustry—which today is an- enormous
obstacle to economic reconstruction,
for which the Chinese CP must take
responsibility. -Also the Russians ap-

pear to have established “mixed com- !

panies” for control of the products of
what remains of Manchurian indus-
iry and agricultfure. Proposals of this
kind were associated with the Tito-
Stalin split (see The New Interna-
tional, Oct.-Nov. 1948).

Miss Strong reports in her latest
book that after stripping the indus-
tries the Russians closed their Sibe-
rian frontier against the Chinese Sta-
linist armies and trade. Sections of
the Chinese leadership are not at all
happy about the stranglehold the Rus-
sians have obtained in the Northeast.
From 75 to 80 per cent of all Chingese
industry was in Manchuria, Indus—
trially all the rest of China is not a
very great prize compared thh this.
Without Manchuria, efforts at recgn-
struction must start from what is
practically zero.

There seem to be several other evi-
dences of conflict between B.ussia'n
and, Chinese Stalinism. One. cap,,wel}
imagmc, for example,
when the discredited Nanking govy-
ernment was able to announce its
negotiations with Rul¥isia, over the
head of the Chinese CP, to give Rus:

sia an. economic monopoly over. Sin-.

k:amg, largest province in Northwest
China. For behind the screen of CP
victories the Russians have been thg
real. victors through a policy of dis-
memberment which makes it increas-
ingly difficult for the Chinese party
to parade as patriots without attack-
ing Russia.

What is more important, Nanking
has received an unearned respite
through these stab-in-the-back tac-
tics of the Russians. Much of the mys-
tery of why the CP armies have de-
liberately refrained from taking Nan-
king and Shanghai is probably ex-
plicable in the light of these events.
Russian policy seems to be to attempt
to prevent a Tito-like development in
this party, which, like the Yugosla-
vian, is capturing power under its
own steam.

WARNING TO CP'S

_Anha Louise Strong has become the
chief propagandist for this party and
a close associate of its leadersh:p 1t

she is not an American agent, and

she is not charged with being one, she

might be consideréd a Chinése agent. °

Perhaps not a spy; but then she is
also accused of “subversive activity.”
This would also explain the public
attack on “certain (Russian) foreign
relations officials.” For it may be that
Miss Strong was acting as a courier
to groups in the Russian Foreign Min~
istry, from the Chinese party, who
favor a different attitude'toward the
party., The Tass announcement would
serve as a warning to such people.

It would also be a public demon-
stration of Russian displeasure and a
warning to the Chinese leadership.
It would serve as a signal to all Com-
munist Parties to tone down and be-
gin to be critical of the Chinese party
and of Mao Tse-tung. This would also
explain the peculiar nature of the ac-

tion. Instead of freating the alleged

spy as a $py—that ‘i)’ trying her in
court-—she is denounced and éxﬂéiléd’.

' Sutely if she were a U.S. spy 'who

had so thoroughly concealed herself

these many years, she could not re- '

ceive help from' that quarter. Or, if
a ftrial was inadvisable, she could
have been dlsposad of quietly as was
Julia'Stuart Poyntz. Instead we have

a great fanfare which s best explaid-
‘ed at this moment as a dellbera.t‘e- .

and pointed warning to the Chineso
party by means of ejecting its agent.

The truth in such matters is hard
to come by. The monolithic front of
Stalinism betrays no:differences un-
til the festering sore has become an

irrevocable schism, The explanation

attempted here is admittedly specu-

lative. Nevertheless it seems to cover

all of the known facts. Future devel~
opments may provide a better basm
for Judgment
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