In the Next Issue-- |
‘We will publish a full report on the Mine Workers Conven-
tion, written by our special correspondent on the scene.
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‘needs. THE RIGHT TO STRIKE 1S A BASIC DEMO-

ur Program: - -
THE RIGHT TO STRIKE! '
Without the right to strike labor cannot effectively

make its demands known, or seek satisfaction of its
CRATIC RIGHT AND AN INDSPENSABLE WEAPON!

A RISING SCALE OF WAGES BASED ON A DECENT
STANDARD OF LIVING! .

Wages must keep pace with increases in the cost of -
living. But to that vast section'of the American people, .

worker and farmer alike, whose standard .of living is

sub-standard and terribly inadequate, a LIVING WAGE

must first be assured. On the basis of this living wage,
increases must then be made as prices rise. Further,
any scheme for keeping wages in line with the cost of

living must be so adjusted as to make the rise auto-

matic with every increase in the cost of living—instead
of the long-drawn-out procedure of WLB conferences,
by the. end of which prices may have taken another
jump. . :
JOINT COMMITTEES OF TRADE UNJONS AND WORK-
ING CLASS HOUSEWIVES TO CONTROL PRICES AND
RATIONING! ~ e
Price fixing by government bureaucrats is a farce. Those

who know best what prices are from day to day, and

what' prices should be, are working class housewives.
They have a deep interest and concern in keeping prices
down. Working with the union machinery they can ef-
fectively fix prices with an eye on the working class
pocketbook. They can prevent runaway prices because
they are not interested in increasing profits. Rationing
by boards concerned with profits is an invitation to dis-
crimination, to "black market’’ operations and to higher
prices. We propose that in the hands of the people and
their committees be put the responsibility of allocating
scarce commodities sé that each family will receive its
fair share. ' .
JOINT, COMMITTEES OF FARMERS AND WORKERS
TO DETERMINE FARM PRICES! - ;

The poor farmer and the worker have the same interests.

- The only way to guarantee the farmer-a. living income
"and the worker a decent price for the food he buys is to

put it in the hands of those who will not be swayed by
mortgage holders, railroad presidents or powerful dis-
tributors. There have been cases of this in America,
notably in several strikes, in which farmers cooperated
with the workers, and it worked to the mutual satisfac-
tion of both!

JOBS FOR NEGROES! EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL

WORK!

An 'end ‘must- be put to the shameful discrimination

practiced in virtually ‘all industry against Negroes, and
continued despite feeble Presidential pleas and com-
missions. Industry must be made to hire Negroes. It
must be made to pay these Negroes the same wage as
is paid a white worker on the same job. We propose an
Executive Order backed with some force and pressure
and administered by union representatives to compel an
end to race discrimination. * Similarly an end must be
put to the practice of paying women less than men.
Women are now going into industry in great numbers.
In most cases they do the same work as men, but the

' bosses chisel on wages, and pay them less.

A ONE HUNDRED PER CENT TAX ON WAR PROFITS!
This is virtually undebatable. All war contracts are gov-
ernment contracts, paid for out of moeney taken in taxes
from the people. All profits: are illegitimate inasmuch
as they are gotten through the exploitation of labor.
But that capital should profit out of war, and the de-
struction of lives, is indefensible.
(Continued on page 4 in editorial column)

By JOHN BERNE

The bill introduced in the
Senate by Senator George, to.
limit war profits to five per cent
—ALL GRAVY—above _taxes,
seems doomed to defeat.

When it is a matter of clamp-
ing ceiling wages, there are no
objections from the law. makers.

Whien it is @ matter of freex- .

ing workers to their jobs, this
seems.quite in order in the high
places of government.

When it is a matter of taking
away Saturday, Sunday'and hol-
iday. overtime, legislators rub
their hands with glee.

BUT—

When it-is a matter of limit-
ing profits, why, that simply
cannot be done! Mr. George's
bill is considered “DEAD FOR THE

PRESENT SESSION” of Congress.
Not that - LABOR: ACTION en-

dorses a five per cent ALL GRAVY "

war profit. ‘Why—in the name eof
justice and humanity—should ANY
war profits. be allowed to the bess
class out. of human slaughter?

Bui even that “limit” on war prof-
its will not be set. Why?

Because a limit on wprofits would
“LOWER THE INCENTIVE FOR

ALL-OUT° WAR PRODUCTION.”
Thus spoke Under Secretary :Robert
P. Patterson of the War Department
before a Senate sub-comimittee, .
Ah, ‘but' what about ‘idealism?

What about the war of “demberacy” .
What about the

against fascism?
spirit- of saerifice? Apparently there
is a -double standard—one for the
bosses and  another for the workers.

Government big shots sattend
workers’ conventions and take wup
hours on énd exhorting the workers
to make sacrifices, to give their all
idealistically in the war of “democ-
racy”  against - fascism. This is the
“incentive” the workers must be
content with.

But in the halls of state the same
big shots appear to plead a point of
special privilege for the boss class—
namely, UNLIMITED PROFITS as
an “incentive for  all-out war pro-
duction.” -

Not only did Mr. Patierson thos:
testify to the double standard ef
“incentives.” He also unwittingly
gave testimony te' the effect that.
the boss class doesn't necessarily
have to be bound by the laws of
the couniry. He indicated that even
though the law limiting profits
were passed, that would be mno
guarantee that profits would AC-
TUALLY be limited. A swarm of
bookkeepers and accountants, said
Mr. Patterson, would be on hand
to devise ways and means to side-
step the law.

Boss Accounting Skirts

War Dépqrt‘mént Spdkesmﬁn Adds That 5% Profit Limit Woulci Destroly:""lnitidtive"

The bosses could very well hold
down “PAPER” profits on their
books—but profits IN = POCKET
would be unlimited as before.

Yes, the bosses can circumvent
laws. 'They can corner the market
on vital materials. They can com-
bine and get monopoly prices on in-
dispensable products. They can and
DO keep new inventions from being
used. These criminal practices—and
many more—they can and DO com-
mit BECAUSE THEY 'HAVE THE
WHIP-HAND—-THEY STILL OWN
AND . CONTROL INDUSTRY.

Here again is evidence of that
same double standard—one for the
bosses and another for the masses.
Human beings are conscripted—hu-
man life is not too precious to take.
But industry is not conscripted—boss
property is too sacred to touch. The
industrial masters remain in a posi-
tion to fish in the troubled. waters

of war—AND THE FISHING IS .

MIGHTY GOOD.

The remedy is fo conscript war
industries and place them ‘under
workers’ control. Committees of
workers—who know industry from
the point of view of production
rather than from the point of view
of squeezing out profits—ean run
the factories without cornering any
markets, without fixing any meo-
nopoly prices, withont any PROF-
ITS! J

" In a word, it is up to the workers

i-.0 u
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To Shift Burde

gressional aufhorization.

From the start Roosevelt ma

Skillfylly he played the part of
reactionary (and incompetent)

reactionary Congresses, is undeni

to be identical in all FUNDAME

So the battle raged. But so fa

swindled the farmer.

to handle the matter of war . profits.
Mr. Patterson and the Senate make
it quite- clear that a capitalist gov-
ernment .can only buckle-under to
the capitalist class. '

L

Facts You Should

Know About Sperry
Gyro Corporation

Fortune, dollar - a - copy big - busi-
ness magazine, says: “Sperry is no
ordinary war baby.” Barrom’s, a na-
tional financial weekly, says: “The
Sperry Corp. has expanded by leaps
and bounds since the outbreak of the
European war.” )

Born shortly before the First
World War, Sperry cut its eye teeth
on the forced feeding of the 1914-18
war orders. It showed its first profit
in 1914,

Nursed by the Army through the
long dry period that followed, Sper-
ry is nmow reaching its full profit- -
making might.

“Profits have increased in every

year since 1934. In 1940 earnings
were almost 600 per cent greater
than ten years earlier.” (What per
cent did the Sperry workers get?)
But, by various tricks and strata-
gems, Speérry wages have been kept

(Continued on page 4)

n of Boss War

On Backs of Working Class

Let us be blunt about it: Roosevelt’s program for over-all price
fixing now enacted into law further loads the burden of war onto

the shoulders of the American working class.

Announced on Labor Day as an ultimatum to Congress, the
program has now become an Executive Order on the basis of con-

For a month Congress haggled, lobbies pressured and the
press fumed. And when it was all over—labor got it in the neck!

de it appear as though his pro-

gram was directed against, Congress and the pressure lobbies.

“people’s champion’” against o
Congress. That Congress is re-

actionary, the most reactionary Congress in a long succession of

able. But Roosevelt’s battle with

Congress was the sheerest demagogy. When the chips were
counted, Roosevelt’s program and the program of Congress proved

NTAL respects.

Skillfully Roosevelt played farmer against worker. A sham
battle was fought over the artificially conceived issue of parity
payments. Shall the farmer get 100 per cent, or 110 per cent, or
112 per cent of parity, calculated on the basis of 1909-14 aver-
ages, when the farmer presumably was in clover? A

r as the POOR farmer and worker

are concerned, none of the percentage formulas had any mean-
ing. The fight over parity had only one meaning—divide farmer
and worker: ‘make it appear as though the avarice of the farmer
‘was hi-jacking the worker, while the high wages of the worker

We repeat, so far as the POOR farmer and worker are con-
cerned the whole issue was a fraud. The reactionary farm bloc
' fought tooth and nail for a higher parity formula—and it too did

Tax Laws

“its  calculated ' bit to
farmer and worker.

For the reactionary and rich
farm interests, which include
railroads, banks, processors and
distributors—yes, all these—a
2 per cent difference in the for-
mula may have had some im-
portance.

But the needs of the poor
farmer, the BULK of whose in-
come goes fo the railroads,
mortgage holders, processors
and distributors (like the AGP),
are not answered by an artifi-
cial statistic. Who dares say
that the majority of the farm-
ers lived well in 1909-14? The
rich farmers did! The poor
farmers lived in misery — as
they do to this day. And whet-
ever the formula, so long as it
is not worked out in conference
with workers’ representatives,
and so long as the farmer must
pay tribute to the railroad,
packer or seller, the POOR
farmer will get cheated whe-
ther prices for his products are
“stabilized,” as they are in the
Executive Order at the Septem«
ber 15 level “so far as prace
ticable,” or at some other or-
tificially contrived level,

In ‘the President’s program for toe

+talitarianizing American economy,
(Continued on page 3)

-Socialis_l- _Message to New York Wor-kef_s Calls for Genuinely ‘I.ndependgn't Labor qutj: —

| 'Workers‘ Party Issues Statement on New York Elections

divide -

' __¢al New York of the Workers Party has released the follow-
' ing statement on the New York election campaign. Readers in

other cities’ will find that the statement, though written for work-
érs in New York, has national meaning.

TO THE WORKERS OF NEW YORK:

The most important issue before the workers of New
York, ds well.as in the rest of the country, is the protec-
tion' of the economic standards and the political rights
of lebor from the reactionary blows which are being
rained .upon it in increasing number under the ‘cover of
the weor situation. z : o

-l the campdign now going on dgainst labor and the
labor movement, the Workers Party once -more reiterates
s uncompromising and unconditional - support of the
workers. ond their interests. :

" The wer is not yet a year old for this country, yet see

whot has ‘hoppened: The New Deal government tried

from 1983 omword to get industry working full-blast and

o ' wipe-out-umemployment. But. it never succeeded be-

cause it was not profitable to the big monopolists who
control the country to produce the things people reed for

life. The New Deal succeeded only when it became the _

War Deal, and the factories of the country are now going
full-blast, not to produce the means of life, but to pro-
duce the very profitablé means of death.

THE FRAUD OF “EQUALITY OF SACRIFICE” '
In spite of all the grandiose talk about “equality of
sacrifice,” the profits of the big capitalists, of the mo-

nopolies and trusts, reach ever higher figures, far exceed-’
. ing even those profits that they made in the First World
- War. All of the new taxes put together do not result in
_reducing capitalist profiteering in the war because each.
_year the trusts.end up stronger than ever and richer than

ever. . : i S st
. -Labor, on- the other hand, after ten years of intense

éuffering during the crisis and the depression,is now al- -

most entirely- employed again.” That is true. But the
standards of the workers have not kept pace with the tre-
mendous increase in the national income. '

-

While war profiteering is carried out in the most
shameless manner, sons of labor aré conscripted for
the war which they did not want and about which they
-were not consulted. While they are called upon to fight
for democracy, labor is being systematically deprived
of its democratic rights. Under government threat, it
has already been compelled, officially, to give up its
right to strike—the most powerful weapon labor has at
its disposal to defend itself from the attacks of capital.
It has already given up overtime pay in part, and every
day the voices of capitalist reaction grow louder in the'
'demand that labor give up ALL overtime pay.
In spite of all the governmental schemes for price con-
trol, the cost of living has gone up and continues to go
up, wiping out all the wage gains made in the past pe-

- riod by the workers.' And most recently, in the face of the

well -known fact that the great. majority of America’s
working class‘families do not yet make a decent living
wage, according to the standards set by the government's
own figures, legislation has been jammed ‘through Con-

gress making it possible for-the President, on his ewn -
personal say-so, to freeze labor's wages at their present .

low level! . /

Most shameful of all, that section of the American
workers which is colored, the Negro 10 per cent of our
population, continues to be subjected, right in the
midst of the so-called war for democracy, to the most
humiliating and revolting discrimination, segregation,
Jim Crow, not only in industry, but even in the Army .
and Navy. :

ol -

Only the blind can fail to see that the capitalist class
and its local, state ‘and federal governments are united.
in one aim, to use the war and the clamor for “national ..
unity” as the pretext for subjugating the whole people,. <~
the working people in patticular, to the big war machine :--
_ery, into which the capitalist profit system is now con-' .
‘verted, to lower the living standards of the masses in ore .

de_r to raise the profit standards of the trusts and monop-
olists, and to chain and gag the workers so that they may
i (Continued on page 3) '
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1,000 GERMAN SOLDIERS JAILED IN NORWAY

The last few weeks have brought
several news reports about unrest
and signs of war-weariness and re-

"volt among German soldiers in oc-

cupied countries. These reports have

passed nearly unnoted. It is obvi-
ously the policy of the big papers
and Washington officials to leave
the people in the dark about these
important occurrences in order that
they may continue to play the tune
of “The whole German people must
be smashed to pieces; that's the only
way to defeat Hitler.”

Since they are fighting an impe-
rialist war with the ultimate aim of
dominating Germany as well as the
rect of the world, they prefer not to
let the American masses know that
Hitler is not Germany; that, in faect,
the gulf between the German people
and their oppressors is gradually get-
ting wider and wider.

Reports from  occupied Belgium
eonfirm that the army of occupation
is not in very high spirits. At Liege,
three German flying officers are re-
ported to have committed suicide
within 48 hours. It has also been
reported from reliable sources that
a number of officers listen regularly
to the BBC, having lost confidence
in the German press.

A report from Stockholm to the
Wew York Times says: “Nearly 1,000
German soldiers are now being kept
in a Kirkeens (Norway) concenira-
tion camp. Most of the Germans
have been taken from Finland and
the distinguishing marks on their

uniforms have been torn off. Local
Norwegians were forbidden tc ap-
proach the prisoriers on pain of
death, but they could learn from
their guards that these prisoners had
either refused to fight or were de-
serters. Lowering of the morale of
the German soldiers in Norway also
is shown by the fact that of late

many German guards have escaped

to Russia together with their Rus-
sian prisoners.

There is an enormous difference
between the attitude of the soldiers
who were in Norway during or
shortly after the occupation and
those who are there now. Witnesses
who testify that-the majority of the
troops they saw were composed ei-
ther of elderly men or poorly trained
youth. Soldiers coming back from
hcme do not conceal their joy at
being back in Norway and are de-
pressed over the conditions in-Ger-
many.

In Stavanger officers and men
were heard to say.that the only ones

who still believe in a German vic-.

tory were the members of the Nor-
wegian Quisling party. In Trond-
heim particularly defeatism was to
be noted among the workers of the
German roadbuilding organization.
From Kirkenes it was reported that
Austrian soldiers generally listened
to British - and Russian broadcasts in
German. These Austrians seem to
be greatly distrusted by the officers
and are thoroughly searched and dis-
armed when passing through Finland
on their way home.

JOHN REED DESCRIBED ONLY WAY OUT

While reading these reports and
others' like them, one is very strong-
ly reminded of the description which
John Reed gives of the mood of the
German soldiers in 1917 (see last
two issues of LABOR ACTION). For
the moment this demoralization may
not yet be very widespread; it is ob-
viously not as deep as it was in 1917.
But the reason for this is that there
is no working class propaganda from
the outside, as in 1917, coming to
their aid. Above all, the German
soldiers understand from listening to
the Allied broadcasts that their fate
will be even worse if the Allies win
and impose a “second Versailles”

It cannol be stated often encugh
that the strongest reason which
makes for the fact that there has as
yet not been more widespread and
open revolt among the soldiers, even
under the almost superhuman stress
they are forced to endure in the Rus-
gian campaign is the fact that they
feel that they must, in spite of all,
continue fighting because. otherwise
there will be conditions in Germany
which would be unendurable.

The Russia of 1917, with its appeal
to fraternization and revolt to the
German soldiers, was the most active
revolutionary stimulus for the Ger-
man soldiers. The appeals of the
Stalinist Russia of 1942, with its or-
der to “kill the German dogs wher-

ever you meet them,” is the most
active force which prevents move-
ments of a large scale in the German
army so far.

The recent speeches of Hitler and
Goering also show clearly how these
masters of propaganda are using the
weapon the -Allies have handed to
them. Both speeches in the main
put on a defensive tone. They do
not speak any more about new terri-
tories to be conquered, because they

know very well that the masses can-,

not be fooled about this any longer,
but they stress again and again that
this is “Germany’s battle for, survi-
val,” because they know that this
is a powerful means of urging the
German masses to hold on. Many
Germans, only half convinced by
Hitler's arguments, might just turn
on- the Allied broadeasts and find
many reasons to think that, after all,
his arguments are justified.

The way described by John Reed,
whether organized by an already es-
tablished socialist government or by
revolutionary socialist organizations
on the way toward that, is the only
possible way of helping the German
working class. Fraternization of
German workers with the workers
of all nations provides the only al-
ternative to an indefinite continua-
tion of the slaughter.

Europacus.
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A Report on fhe Rubber Workers Convention

URW Convention Proves Once Again That Union Progressives Need a Clear-cut and Thorough-Going Militant Program

The seventh annual convention of
the United Rubber Workers proved

- once again that progressives need
" something meore: than “practical pol-

itics,” as their program to avoid com-
promise and defeat. The progressives
at this convention were in the same
boat as the progressives at the UAW
convention: they lacked a thought-
out and thorough-going program of
union militancy.

Despite their chafing under his
intervention to halt company-pro-
voked strikes, his voluntary surren-
der of the right to strike over the
heads of the local unions, and his
all-out giving-in on union gains and
principles, a large bloc of progres-
sives swung to the unanimous re-
election of Sherman Dalrymple as
president of the URW. b

This reflects their lack of a pro-
gram of uncompromising struggle to
maintain labor's gains. Rather than
oppose Dalrymple outright, the pro-
gressives had expected to curb his
powers and actions by .creating a
new post of organizer who would be
responsible for the organizational
work and appointments in the union.
They did not even push this half-
hearted opposition, however.

Besides re-electing the same offi-
cers, with the exception of Charles
E. Lanning, the new secretary-treas-
urer, and perhaps augmenting the
progressiveness of the executive
board by a hairs’ breadth, they again
placed on the union executive board
Tommy Burns, trouble -shooter for
the officials, and a government rep-
resentative in the ranks of labor.
This man, a full-timer in the WLB,
does not belong in the URW.

The officers announced to the con-
vention that the 684 votes fram 105
locals represented over 100,000 mem-
bers, an increase from last year, de-
spite the rubber shortage, curtailed
production and conversion.

The six-hour day is to be main-
tained, to be sure, but only until
the Manpower Commission sits down
and discovers a “labor shortage”—
and it already discovered one six
months ago!

War Policy and Six-Hour Day

The basie, all-important question’
of the convention was the war policy
resolution presented by the officers
and passed by the convention, which
includes the following:

“This convention serves mnotice
on all local unions that this organ-
ization expects them to fulfill the
no-strike pledge without qualifica-
tion and without reservation.
There must be no stoppages, slow-
downs or other hindrances to war
production.

“Members who undertake to ini-
tiate such stoppages are rendering
themselves liable to disciplinary

. action., Such action must be taken

and will be taken to end stoppages
and slow-downs which are in vio-
lation both of our own constitu-
tion and our word of honor given
to eur Commander-in-Chief.”

Only the progressives of Firestone
Local held out against this resolu-
tion. Richman, president of Fire-
stone, stated: /“We have adopted res-
olutions which are the policy of the

URW for the coming year,” and tried
to make a motion that such be the
case, but was refused by President
Dalrymple. “When we say we're
going to adopt this as the policy of
the URW,” continued Richman, “we
are saying that we're going to adopt
this in lieu of our resolutions.”

And the passage of the war policy
resolution near the end of the con-
vention did contradict and nullify an
important resolution previously
passed dealing with the six-hour day
in relation to the “labor shortage.”
A resolution that would maintain the
six-hour day until all those who are
kept out of employment through dis-
crimination are  hired, and that
placed the blame for chipping away
the six-hour day on “profit-minded
employers” was shelved. A substi-
tute that. proclaimed itself for a six-
hour day only until a shortage is
proved was then passed. The con-
vention refused to name the Man-
power Comrmission as the agency to
determine when a “shortage” exists,
after the eleguent expression of the
experiences of Goodrich Local 5 by
George Bass, president. He said:

“Men have actually died for the -
six-hour day.... The whole damn
kit and kaboodle talked of an 8-
hour day but not of Iabor shortage.
They wanted to go on a 48-hour
week when there were 6,000 unem-
ployed ready to work, and only a
demand for 4,000.... Some of you
would raise the argument: what
wounld the soldiers on the battle-
field say if they knew we were
working a six-hour day? We keep
in communication with our sol-
diers. We asked them. We have
their letters. Those fellows still
remain frue union members.”

And he read the following quota-
tions from union soldiers in Eng-
land, Ireland and Australia: m not
in favor of an eight-hour day. A
six-hour day keeps more men at
work.” Another: “I realize you lose
a certain amount of efficiency when
you work eight hours.” Another: “I
am for the six-hour shift. That's
long enough for a man or woman to
work.™

Delegate Camilio declared himself
opposed to what the Daily Worker
calls “trade unionism as usual,” and
said: “We shouldn't waste time on
determining if there is a shortage.”

Kendall of General Local 9 gave
the lie to the labor shortage myth
by reporting of his plant: “Many
men in our shop aré working only
four or five hours a day. We have
some depariments working eight
hours, They won’t shiftf the depart-
ments around. Isn't it foolish for
this convention to censider giving
¢ight honrs a day?”

Thus, though it had been amply
demonstrated by the delegates that
the Manpower Commission was only
interested in foisting the eight-hour
day on the unions for the benefit of

. boss profits, and not-in honestly de-

termining the labor supply; and al-
though the convention demonstrated
its opposition to the Manpower Com-
mission, the later passage of the war
policy resolution leaves the author-

ity in the hands of this commission.
For this compromise, the Akron Bea-
con Journal, which has long trum-
peted for the eight-hour day, was
duly gleeful. :

Dictatorial Powers Turned Down

Not so gleeful, however, was this
reactionary spokesman for the rub-

ber barons for the refusal of the

convention to give Dalrymple a whip
to lash future “wildecat” strikers.

The defeated constitutional amend-
meni would' have ' given the inter-
national president the power to sus-
pend, prefer charges against, or drop
from membership any local union
officer, international officer or rep-
resentative who does not fulfill his
duties or violates a contract, or in-
terferes in production. He could
also prefer charges against loeal un-
ion members who would be tried
by the local union. _

This measure failed by an uncom-
fortably small margin, but - the
strength of sentiments against it ts
indicated by some of the following
speeches of delegates:

Carney, Local 102, Youngstown:
“I don’t think we want to give our
international - officers - dictatorial
powers. ‘If we have an unserupu-
lous man as president and if he
wanted to dismiss duly elected lo-
cal officers, he could dismiss him
whether or not the local wanted.
John L. Lewis has taken away the
autonomy of his mmions in such a
fashion. I urge you fo voie against
this commitiee’s recommendation.”

Bass, Goodrich Local 5: “Under
our present constitution there is
sufficient power for our president
to suspend anyone who is delin-
quent in his duties. Bui the com-
mittee has gone farther in the
matter of coniracts. I know some
local unions in this city that would
not be in existence if they had not
violated their coniracts. The con-
tract says mo- intimidation; but if
we didn't intimidate some rats we
wouldn't have a union.”

President Dalrymple: “I'm not
looking for power and authority....

-I say to you very frankly that in the

past I've been expected by unions to
do things that-I have no power to do.
I prefer local unions to exercise their
constitution to protect their organ-
izations.... I say to you right here

~and now, if we can't live up to an

I

. agreement -let's not sign an agree-

ment. If we have to carry on certain
activities and if we have to violate
the constitution, let’s not have an
agreement.... I expect the company
to live up to the agreement...that's
what I expect.... I am requestéd to
go into plants where there are stop-
pages of work...and on a number
of occasions I have been booed be-
cause I have no authority to take
action against those members. I have
to be humiliated in the presénce of
government officials.... I believe in
the observance of contracts... We
want a provision in there to deal
with members who want to run this
organization to suit themselves.”
Rupert, Loecal 7, Firestone: “Do
you think booing is a great enough
crime that a man should be
dropped from membership?”

Adams, Local 5: “I belonged to
a union since 1906.... I don't see
where anybody needs such a thing
that’s in there.... If there’s mem-
bers there that’s out of line it is
up to the local fo put them out....
In my mind it’s just a polifical ma-
chine to keep people in office.”

Little, Local 7: “With all due re-
spect to the chairman of our organ-

ization, I feel that the constitution

grants all the authority to our pres-
ident that he may need at any time.
If this amendment. is .passed, two
parties in Akron will feel good: one
is the Beacon Journal, the other is
the industries in the city of Akron.
We in Akron have been dealing
with some of the most vicious man-

agements in the 'U.S.; they have"

forced our people to break contracts.
+..I know how the industries around
here would like to get something on
our omcers.”

‘Some Oppose lahor-Management
While the resolution to set up la-

bor-management committees in all
local unions passed, a strong minor-

ity wvoiced  its vigorous disapproval.

This was -led by George Bass of
Goodrich Local, which has broken
off its labor-management relations

because of the failure of manage-

ment to give equitable representa-
tion to labor. Bass said in the mi-
nority report: . =Y

“When we tried to set up a sub-

committee on deéferments fo avoid

diserimination, tHé company sald

that was none of éur business.... '

“We pointed out that some were '
deferred while married men were
in the Army. Young people, paid
$105 a month, were hired to fill
for $140-a-month men who would
be sent to the Army....

“I am bothered by anyone trying
to get excited about labor-manage-
ment commitiees. It does away
with the work of commitiees in
your local union.... The best la-
bor - management committee that
was ever set up is our grievance
committee of our local union...
‘We don’t appeal to Donald Nelson,
‘because if’s futile;... We're get-
ting out production as well as any
other shop in town. I don’t believe
we should urge any other local to
sef up a labor-management com-
mittee,” )

Debate Stand on I.ewis

The Resolutions Commitiee chose

to submit a pledge of loyalty to the
CIO and Philip Murray without re-
pudiating, as have other CIO con-
ventions, the “defeatist, disruptive,
appeasing tactics” of John L. Lewiz

The few Stalinists present trie
and failed to get support for a con-
demnation of Lewis. According to

the Daily Worker of September 23:%

“The net result of the discussion was
that the union engaged in stronger

condemnation of John L. Lewis than’

if a specific resolution had been
passed against him.”

This is highly doubtful. Many rank
and file delegates were aware of the
onus for the division in the CIO
does not rest solely with Lewis.

One delegate remarked: “Lewis is
more to be pitied than censured. If

Foaders of

*No-Strike Policy”
Never a Policy

Dear Editor:

“According to a tabulation made hy
a Buffalo Evening News reporter,
strikes in war and other industries
are on the increase. Since Septem-
ber, 194%, the report states, 3,586 new
strikes have taken place, involving
2,832,599 men. According to the re-
port, immediately after Pearl Harbor
strikes reached a low. But by Janu-
ary the “no-strike fever” had worn
off and strikes in war industries
doubled over December and nearly
double again in February over Jan-
uary and are continuing to increase
steadily and rapidly.

This may be a sign that the “no-
strike policy” was neveér a workers'
policy at all. The American workers
are beginning to grow tired of doing
all the sacrificing in the shop, at the
front, or wherever the bosses may
choose to send them. The U.S. Con-
ciliation Service and the War Labor
Board can look forward to more
trouble than they bargained for.

E. Bruce.

-

A Critic Is Heard,
Answered on USSR

To the Editor of Labor Action:

Somebody handed me your paper,
dated September 7. In just a few

. words I will state my impression.

I want to tell you that I have been
more than forty years in socialist
ideology, thoughts and movement.

You pretend to represent the in-
terests of labor and socialism. But I
notice that you ignore the most im-
portant social catastrophe almost of
all ages, at least for the working
class, that we are facing now—that
is the present World War. You must
know that this war is not an ordi-
nary imperialist war, especially since
the entrance of the Soviet Union in
war. The Soviet Union is undoubt-
edly. the only country in the world
where socialism is in the process of
establishing its economic order. Your
paper has not a single word of sup-
port but most of all most poisonous
antagonisms of its leaders and
against the state of the USSR, iden-
titying yourself with the enemy 91:
socialism.

Tabor Action Jake the

Your criticism is identical with
any capitalist and fascist ideologue
regarding Soviet people, their form
of government and especially for
their leaders. In spite of your poi-
sonous sentiments against the lead-
ers of Soviet Union and especially
against Stalin, the fact is that Stalin
is one of the true and respected lead-
ers of the Soviet Union and also so-
cialism.

You must know that if Soviet Un-
ion lost this war to Hitler sooner or
later the rest of the world will step
by step go back maybe 1,000 years.

Are you conscious what side you
are taking? Defending the ‘Soviet
Union or its enemies? Let every
worker see clearly your true picture.

Soviet state and socialism is great-
er, nobler than any individual who
compose it or its social structure. I
think that you are a victim of indi-
vidualism and eégotism more than
any social theory that you pretend
to adhere. Sorry.

N. Evagian. '

Los Angeles, Calif.

‘1. Inasmuch as virtually our en-

tire paper is, in one way or an-
other, devoted to this greatest of all
social catastrophes —the war—we
can't very well be ignoring it.

2. It is no “ordinary imperialist
war” only in the sense that it is
vaster, crueller and_with less chance
of “ordinary” solution than any pre-
vious war. Ordindry or not, with or
without the Soviet Union, it is still
an imperialist war. It was that when
the Soviet Union, in alliance with
Hitler, jointly attacked Poland; it is
still that, though the Stalin-Hitler
alliance was broken on June 22, 1941,
by Hitler's invasion of Russia and a
new alliance”with England and the
U.S. established. Lest our critic find
world developments too shocking,
we warn him now that it is not be-
yond the realm of possibility for
Stalin to change his present course
under the pressure of German guns.

3. IF socialism WERE being estab-
lished in Russia, we WOULD sup-
port it. But, first, if it were moving
toward socialism, the Soviet Union
would NOT be participating as an
ally in an imperialist war. Secondly,
far from “establishing a socialist eco-
nomié¢ order,” Stalin has systemati-

cally destroyed the movement to-
ward socialism (as initiated by Lenin
and Trotsky) and established his
own dictatorial, bureaucratic eco-
nomic order under which the Soviet
people are subjected to virtual slav-

ery.

4. Our criticism could not be “iden-
tical with any capitalist or fascist
“ideologue,” inasmuch as our criti-
cism is that of working class social-
ists. The fascists found it perfectly
possible to make an allianceé with
Stalin. And now the democratic
capitalists have found the same pos-
sible. The capitalists, for the most,
are NOT attacking the Soviet Union.
They are defending it in their
speeches and their writing because
THEY EKNOW that Stalin has de-
stroyed the socialist movement in
Russia, The capitalists were never
so friendly to Lenin and Trotsky.
On the contrary, the capitalists of
the world united in military action
AGAINST the Russia of Lenin and
Trotsk% in 1917.

5. Stalin is not only the “true
leader” of the Soviet Union, he is
the ONLY leadér. We can’t vouch
for the tespect he gets. - We add:

m ® O o
Stalin has murdered virtually every
revolutionist in Russia, enslaved the
people and fastened such totalitarian
rule on them as to make his rule in-
distinguishable from Hitler’s,

6. Yes, if Hitler won this war it
would indeed be a terrible tragedy
and set-back. But the ONLY people
who can bring this war to a conclu-
sion from which mankind will bene-
fit and society move forward, are the
working people—uniting to create a
Socialist United States of the World
in which wars and tyrants will be
permanently conquered.

7. We are very conscious of the
side we are taking: the side of the
oppressed masses of the world, in-
cluding those of the USSR.

8. A soviet state and socialism are
the noblest of aspirations. But in
Russia there are no real soviets and
certainly no socialism. Socialism ben-
efits the people, not tyrants! We
stand with the people of Russia, In-
dia, France, Germany and the world
—working toward that noblest of all
aspirations: the emancipation of hu-
manity from want.and oppression in
the creation of a Socialist World.—
Editor. i

New York Workers Attention!

THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN NEW YORK

WILL BE :THE SUBJECT OF A LECTURE BY

ALBERT GATES

(Editor of The New International)

. SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, ot 8:00 P.M.

IRVING PLACE AND 15th STREET

Auspices: LABOR ACTION
Questions and Disussion

Announcement: Hold November 8 Openl Mﬂx
Shahtman will speak: on Russia—1917-1942

like this country,” etc.

the CIO. .
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Stalinist “Business as Usua |
The Wednesday morning session of the URW convention was?
marked by a vicious attack on LABOR ACTION, which had been dis-
-tributed to delegates at the Goodrich Local banquet the might before.
Initiated as usual by the Stalinists and concurred in by the bureaucracy,
it was characterized by such new lows in arg‘lunents as: "11 they don't.

A motion that LABOR ACTION be investigated by the Attorney
General, the FBI and the Postmaster General was furned down at the .
suggestion of Burns not to “dignify” the paper by a resolution. Burns

_also charged that John L. Lewis was using -the Trotskyists to disrupt .

Burns, in referring to LABOR ACTIDN’ said. “Sometimes you are

proud of the enemies you make.” John S. Krnight, editor of the boss-

. . run reactionary Beacon Journal, arch-foe of the rubber workers, spoke
at a labor-management convention bangpet of “my friend, Tommy
Burns.” We assume Tommy Burns is likewise proud of his: friends in
the boss class. That's about all he has lefi any more.

The best staiement in the conveption discussion on LABOR ACTION
was made by Richman, of Firestone Local. He said: “I want to reserve
my right to my opinion regarding any political philosophy or paper.”
He went on to say the matier was out of order and thai if the Resolu-

- sions Committee is instructed fo pass a resoluiion opposed to others’

philosophy, they wounld set a dangerous precedent.

I

"Officers’ Salaries -

. doesn’t. go ouit. and sacrifice his .

" “After - mueh-
" amounts, the convention raised the

‘more meaning,”

‘will be used in the coming year.

. ing, i.e, that workers have died from

rich delegation, that in order to be
“eleeted an “officer one must be a duly

it weren’t for Lewis, we wouldn’t
have the CIO today.” Another state
ed: “Tt is not wise to condemn Lewis
prior to the national -CIO convens
tion, when there is’ still the possibil~
ity of unity in the CIO,” Delegate
Abel of Indiana pointed out that
“the Mine Workers walked out of
a state convention-in the face.of such
an amendment” in Indiana.
" Government’s representative in the
URW, Tommy Burns, had his own
distorted logic: “We don’t want’
Lewis' name on the same ballot as
Murray’s. ... We'll ﬁghtLew;sm the
American ‘way.” :
‘Nevertheless. it - ‘was : symptomatie
of the awareness of bigger issues
that the URW did not single out
Lewis for condemnation.

While raising the daily traveling
expenses of field representatives and"
officers from $6.00 to $8.00, the con-
vention held the salaries to $65 for
district representatives and $60 for:
field representatives. Joe Childs of
General Lo 9 plumped for the
‘raise, saying: “When the slave be«
eomesamsterhebecom&saty«-
rant.”

But such rheforic was less com- &
vincing than argumenis like Field- X
er's of Goodrich; “If the rubber - =
workers can live on 85 cents an
hour, surely the field representa-
tives can live on $60 a week....
Show me -a. commitiieeman whe

time all of the time without pay>

quibbling  over
salary of President Dalrymple from
$4,000 to $4,200; vice-president, from
$3,800 to $4,000; . secretary-treamner.‘
from $3500 to. $4,000. "

For Negro Equality

The usual resolution of eqlld
protection for all, regardless of race,
color or creed” and the initiation of
a related educational campaign was
passed, This year it seemed to have
since the Rubber
Workers have recently taken some
action, however tardy, to aid Ne-
groes entering industry. Dr. Robert
Weaver, chaifman of the Negro
Manpower Commission, who ad-
dressed the convention, mentiongd:
the militant action of Akron Negra
women who pounded on the doors
of the URW and finally got some
support.

Delegate Smith of Local 101,
asked as a demonsiration of .
cerity to Negro representatives
that the convention pass an
amendment for “intesrating, up-
grading and advanc into all
jobs according to seMority .and-
ability, regardless of /sex, Ta0e,
creed and color.” This the eon-.
wvention immediately did.

S:mtheﬁn Rubber Hazards

An important amendment to ine
vestigate the hazards of synthetié -
rubber production on the health of
workers was appended to the resolu-
tion -on conservation of rubber. From
300,000 to 400,000 tons of synthetie’

Delegates from the floor pointed out
what- is common knowledge and
what the indusiries and newspapérs
of the bosses refrain from discuss=

the effects of working on synthetic
rubber, many have been hogpital
ized and hundreds have beceme ill
This amendment was enthusiasticals
1y passed. :

Waiving of “all prowsmns except
those permitted by FDR was substis
tuted for an original reselution to
include time and a half for Sunda
and holidays and premium pay
night work in-those contracts
do not have it. The delegates, .
supporting Roosevelt’'s “wage’ stabj
lization” program, tried to make
distinction between it and *ws
freezing,” to which they are un
terably opposed.- :

5

Other actions of the emw
include:

Turning thumbs-down on-a pros
posal to raise duesand initiation fees,

Condemnation of the poll-tax,
international officers to urge that
the Geyer billhe'hkanh'omom- :
mittee.

Proposal for .'ta_xation of high in-
terest bearing bonds, no lowering of
present tax exemptions, $25,000 lim-
itations on salaries.

- Recommendation that the Depa,rt-
ment of Justice mvestrgnte the
Committee,

Maintenance of contracts
rubber plants by URWA even.
their product changes, as has bee
the case through conversion. .

Resolution to have locals organ
‘office workers into their own 1
unions, using a representat.we
sist in this work.

‘Reaffirmation of™ bonus for mght
workers, as last year.

Resolution for a Western front.
"The proposal for a time-study en=
gineer was turned over to the execus
tive board. The prineiple of timee
study, at least, seems thus to have
been unwisely recognized.

Resolution, ‘swung by the Good 3

elected delegate or an international
officer and be present or signify ac.
_ceptance in writing., 'I'Iﬁs was on the |
, whole progressive, 'being . aimed
against ﬂe'!d reprssen‘latives and
curbing the power. of the interna.
tional, and carrled against the ree.
ommendation of the committee.
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| How &wwl’ Ruddic: e

(Gonoludeﬂ from las{ issue)

Of course, most of the attention of the Bureau of International
Revolutionary Propaganda was concentrated on the Central Pow=
ers. A weekly magazine in French-English was planned, as well
as an Italian weekly, but never carried out. For one agent in the
Allied countries, the Soviet government had fifty in Germany and
‘Austria,

The Central Powers were Soviet Russia's greatest menace. It
was utterly impossible for Imperial Germany and Socialist Russia
%o exist side by side, Imperial Germany must be destroyed—and
quickly. But while in Germany there existed the most sinister en-
emy of the Russian Revolution, on the other hand in Germany was
also Russias greatest potential ally—a working class well trained
in the fundamentals of Marxian doctrine, and better organized
than any other in Europe.

"This ‘condition determined somewhat the form of Russian
propaganda. It was all aimed at the German workers and sol- -
diers. ¥t would not do simply to cry out against the Kaiser and
the Junkers; that is the truck of the bourgeoisie, practiced for -
four long years in the name of “democracy” by all the impe-
rialists of the Western nations. The German workers were too
well educated to be fooled by that. Propaganda had to be
international, AGAINST ALL BOURGEOIS IMPERIALISTS,
with special emphasis on the “secret treaties” and the impe-
rialistic designs and actions of the Entente.

‘But the Bolshevik attack on the Kaiser and the German Jun-
kers did not cease, for all of that.... In the first number of Ra-
botchii Soldat, organ of the Petrograd Soviet, publ.lshed October
.. 81, 1917, occurred the following paragraph:

“The Gierman Kaiser, covered with the blood of millions of
innocent dead, wants to hurl his army against Petrograd. Let
us call to the German workmen, soldiers and peasants, who
want peace noi léss than we do, to...stand up against this
damned war!

“This can be done only by a revolutionary government,
which weuld speak really for the workmen, soldiers ‘and peas-
‘ants of Russia and would appeal over the heads of the diplo-
mats direstly to the German troops, fill the German trenches
with proclamations in the German language.... Our airmen

. would spread these proclamations all over Germany....”

This was ohe week before the Bolshevik insurrection. Eight
days later, in an appeal to the German soldiers, the Council of
People's Commissars said:

“Brothers, German soldiers! The great example of your

war to an_end.

This is the story of how the Bolsheviks leped blow up the Kaiser and then brougfu the last world

It was written by John Reed, the brilliant revolutionary journalist, and author oj the famous “Ten
Days That Shook the World,” who lived through the Russian Revolution of 1917 and recorded its stirring events.
In the vast socialist propaganda campaign which the Bolsheviks carried on among the Germans in occupied
Russia and in Germany itself, John Reed was himself an active participant. His record of that campaign, here
repnnted originally ‘appeared in the revolutionary magasine, “The Liberator,” in January, 1919.
LABOR ACTION in its issue announcing this series by John Reed, published an introductory article
" which contrasted the behavior of the Bolsheviks of 1917 with the behavior of the Stali
derstand the story John Reed tells, to understand its vital significance as it relates to today, to understand it
for what it actually is, an indictment of the Stalin regime written years before that regime was established, be
sure to read the mtroducuon in LABOR ACTION oj September 21. ;

nists of 1942. To un-

, s

comrade, Karl _L!cbk_neght. the most eminent leader of infer-
national socialism, the persevering and long-continued struggle:
which you have conducted by publishing newspapers and pam-
phlets, by numerous demonstrations, and strikes, the siruggle
for which your government has thrown into prison hundreds
and thousands of your comrades, and lastly, the heroic revolt
of your sailors of the’fieet serve as a gusrantee to us that the
mass of the working class of your nation is ready to enter uxe
decisive struggle for peace.

“Hasten to our assistance! In the »ame of the Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government we guarantee ibat our soldiers shall not
move one step forward if you decide to iake in your hands the
flag of peace, and even if the struggle for peace inside your
country takes away part.of your forces from the front....”

After Brest-Litovsk, according to the provisions of the treaty,
the Bureau of International Revolutionary Propaganda was abol-
ished. But the first act of the new Council of People’s Commissars
was secretly to reorganize this work, appointing an unofficial com-
mittee to take charge of it, and appropriatinﬁ for this purpose
twenty million rubles.

REVOLUTIONISTS AT RUSSIAN EMBASSY

At the same time Ad.olph Joffe was made Ambassador to Ber-
lin. In his su.lte were ten expert propagandists who spoke German.
They bought bicycles, on which they began a systematic tour of the
country, otganizing, spreading the word, preparing. The three
million Russian prisoners were reached. Two of these couriers
were caught and expelled from the country. Joffe was repeatedly
warned by the German government, repeatedly apologized, and
kept on. "

.

Workers Party Issues Statement on

(Continued from page 1)
not be able to protest effectively against this. This is
the very real and active threat to labor and to the labor
movement.

It is this threat that the Workers Party calls upon labor
to challenge immediately, while there is yet time. It is
this threat, which labor can easily smash, if it uses the
tremendous power it has at its disposal. What oppor-
tuntty does the election offer labor this year?

‘ONCE AGAIN—TWEEDLEDUM VS, TWEEDLEDEE

The hand-picked nonentities of the Democratic and
Republican parties, Thomas E. Dewey and John J. Ben-
nett, and the rest of the candidates that they head, were
never associated with the labor movement and were never
its true friends. Like the capitalist parties and the capi-
talist interests which theyso loyally represent, they are
concerned with support of this war, which is imperialist
and reactionary through and through, and to the capital-
ist system which gives birth to the monster of war.

“In nominating these two men as their standard-
bearers, the Republican Tweedledee and the Demo-
cratic Tweedledum of capitalism have reached a new
high in impudence. By nominating the two most re-
actionary candidates they have presented in years,
- meither they nor their parties offer labor any way out
of the dilemma in which it finds itself; neither they
nor their parties do anything but support the reaction-
ary drive against labor and its interests.

Any working man or woman who votes for ea'ther of

these two representatives of the parties of capital is
throwing away his vote because he is giving it to the party
of his class enemy.

.~ LABOR FEATHER-TIP ON ROOSEVELT WING

The American Labor Party, even though it is based
+¢ -on many of the trade unions of this city, unfortunately
~  does not give the-workers the opportunity, in the Novem-
ber -election, to voice their class interests and aspira-
tions. Bureaucratically dominated by conservative labor
officials, the voice of its rank and file systematically si-
lenced by these officials, the ALP has been kept degraded
to the level of the labor wing—as the labor feather-tip

of the Roosevelt mng—of the Democratic Party.

Up to the last minute the ALP was made the stooge
for Roosevelt’s gubernatorial candidate, Senator
Mead. When the Farley machine triumphed over
Mead, the ALP leaders could find nothing to do than
to endorse most of the Farley-Tammany Hall Demo-
cratic ticket and to nominate as its own “independent’’
candidate for Governor a member of the New York
Democratic Party machine, Dean Alfange.

The program of the ALP, like that of its Democratic
Party candidate, differs in no important respect from the
program of Roosevelt, to which labor owes its plight in
this ‘country. The principal concern of the ALP official-

dom has been to keep-tabor tigd politically to the apron-

strings of the Roosevelt machme and the Roosevelt Ad-
mtnlstration.

Its pﬂm:lpul f.om:eln, in nther words, has been to
prevent the development of that which is a prime, in-
dispensable-necessity for labor in the United States—
INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS POLITICAL AC-
TION. Thus the ALP leadership has played the capi-
talist game of deceiving the workers with the lie that
the powerful American working class must depend
upon the capitalist parties and the capitalist politicians
for the protection of its own interests.

It is on this point that the Workers Party, before, dur-
ing and after this election, takes direct issue with all capi-
talist politicians and their camp-followers in the labor
movement. We say to you: Labor must stand on its own
feet! Labor must rely upon its own organizations, upon
its own strength; upon its own program, UPON ITS OWN
PARTY! It is a disgrace to labor to stand at the table of
the capitalist parties, whining and begging for a few
crumbs. Labor is strong enough to make all the capital-
ists whine and beg for mercy.

BEWARE OF COMMUNIST PARTY TREACHERY

Of the other parties in the field with candidates, the
largest is the Communist Party. *This party represents a
mortal danger for the American labor movement. These
turncoats, taking orders from thejr masters, at their con-

His first act in the German capiial was to hoist over the
Russian Embassy the Red Flag, lettered with the device of
the Soviet Republic: “Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Re-
public. Workmen of all couniries, unite!” He refused to’ pre-
sent his credentials to the Kaiser and invited to his first state
banquet Haase, Ledebour, Dittman, Franz Mehring, Rosa Lux-
emburg, Clara Zetkin and Karl Liebknecht (then in prison).

The first act of the new German coalition Ebert government
was fto expel Joffe from Berlin—as was natural. However, he was
invited to return a week later by the Berlin Council of Workers’
and Soldiers' Deputies, and did so. Upon his release from prison,
Karl Liebknecht, his flower-filled carriage escorted by hundreds
of thousands of workers, went straight to the Russian Embassy,
from the balcony of which he made a speech, saying that it was
now time that the German people followed Russia’s example.

The New York evening newspapers of November 25 reported
an address of Liebknecht's before the Berlin Workers' and Sol-
diers’ Council, upon the night of the overthrow of the coalition
government. ’

“Did the bourgeoisie while in power permit you to have a
voice in the government? No! Then the workers must not
allow it to have any say now. We need a government of sol-
diers and workmen, one iypifying the proletariat, which will
,not have to bow down before the Entente.

“There must be no dickering with Entente imperis.ﬁsm. We
will dispose of that just as we did with German autocracy. The
révolution is bound also to reach the Entente countries, but
we, who made the Russians waste a whole year, are insisting
that the revolution break out in England and France within
twenty-fom' hours....”

by Joho Reed

ALLIED PROPAGANDA FAILS

During this same period the Allied governments were conduct-
ing an enormous propaganda, not only in the Central Empires,
through Switzerland, Scandinavia and Holland, but also in Russia
itself. The Russian branch of the American Committee on Publie

:Information spent more than $300,000 in Russia, printing Wilson's

speeches in thousands of copies, producing great moving picture
films and hiring Russian propagandists. The French and British
governments maintained expensive information - bureaus in all
countries. In the neutral countries and in Russia newspapers were
subsidized and even bought by the Allies, and local journalists

“were on the payroll of the Allied embassies....

Why did Allied propaganda fail and Bolshevik propaganda
“succeed? The reason is simple, especially simple as regards
American propaganda. The masses of the war-weary people
of Russia and of the Ceniral Powers were socialists. They had
been educated to look forward to the social revolution, the de-
struction of the bourgeoisie, the public seizure of land, indus-
trial plants and financial institutions. They were fundamen-
tally trained to see in the war a slmple clash of capitalistic
interests.... :

Allied propaganda harped on patrwtlsm, on the advantages of
the bourgeois political democracy; its language was-the.language
of eighteenth. century political economy. It showed hatred of 'so-
cialism only less than its hatred of Kaiserism. American propa-
ganda advocated the American form of government as the: sogial
and economic millenjum. In America there was free speech, free
press and universal wealth. By editing and perverting the words
and deeds of real American socialists, it was proved that we had
gone back on our internationalism, that we were heart and soul
with the government. This was done in the case of Eugene Debs,
Max Eastman, myself.... The activities of Gompers, Walling, Rus-
sell and Spargo were played up. Boasting about America’s part
in the war, statistics, moving pictures showing the amount of gold
bullion in the vaulis of the United States Treasury....all these
phases- of political and economic life which the Russian and Ger-

man people had been working fo get rid of for decades were dis-

played to them.... Root was sent to Russia. Frank Bohn was sent
to Switzerland to get in touch with the Germans....

In all these efforts at creating pro-Ally sympathy in the “hos-
tile” countries, socialism was let severely alone. Only the most
reactionary pro-government majority socialist groups in all eoun-
tries were thought worthy of influencing. The liberal republican
movements were fostered. Purely nationalist sentiments were
encouraged in all the little oppressed countries.

To Allied propagandists the most éffective weapons were Pren-
dent Wilson's speeches, which the revolutionary working class of
all countries refused to trust, and which did not interest them
much anyway....

New York Elecﬁon ‘Campaign - -

vention called for a war dlctatorshlp here to prosecute
the “‘pegple’s war for liberty"—which, in the balmy days
of the Hitler-Stalin pact, they called imperialist. Their
candidate, Israel Amter, stands exclusively for the poli-
cies of Stalin. 'His job is to preserve the power of the rul-
ing bureaucracy in Russia—and that alone.

Union wrecking, slander, persecution and victim-
ization of their opponents—these are the methods of
the Communist Party. Today they are the super-sacri-
ficers of union conditions and working class rights.
The interests of the American working class have noth-
ing in common with Stalinist somersaults and treach-
ery. A vote forithe Communist Party is a vote for the

-Kremlin bureaucrats who dictate the policies of the

CP SOLELY in accord with the need of their foreign
strategy and program. It is not a vote for labor!

As for the Socialist Party—on the crucial issue of the
day, the war, it has yet to speak out unequivocally. In-
stead, its leading spokesman, Norman Thomas, has pub-
“licly given “critical”’ support to the war, and its New
York candidate has done likewise. (lts candidate has
been drafted into the Army—though the draft board
would hardly have drafted a candidate of one of the boss
parties in the middle of his campaign.) The Socialist
Party today is a dismal fragment of what was once a
party, staggering blindly from position to position, from
unclarity to greater unclarity, vainly trying to span a pro-
war and anti-war position. In short, it offers no program
for wotking class lNDEPENDENCE and militancy.

The only other candidate for Governor is Aaron Or-
ange, choice of the Industrial Government Party—better
known as the Socialist Labor Party. This sectarian group
has distinguished itself by hitting new lows in estimating
the labor movement. At one time it designated the CIO
as a fascist development. And of it, no more need be said.

FOR INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION!

The Workers Party doesn’t present a candidate of its
own in this election, as it has in previous elections. Tech-
nical difficulties, especially such difficulties as are con-
nected with the war situation, proved to be insurmount-
able.

The Workers Purty will therefore concentrate, in
this election campaign, on bringing its message of in-
dependent working class political action, of militant
and organized resistance to the anti-labor drive in the
country, before the workers of New York.

At public meetings, in the press and in campaign liter-
ature, the Workers Party calls upon labor in New York,
as everywhere else, to bend all efforts so that the labor

organizations, the trade unions in particular, shall launch’

a fight for a militant working class program in the war.
Down with the war profiteers and with war profiteer-
ing!
Conscript all the war industries under workers' controll
- Make the: monopolists and millionaire parasites pay

‘for their war; take the tax burden off the workers and

put it where it belongs, on the shoulders of the wealthy,
who can bear it! . -

Joint trade union, housewife and farmer control of all
consumer goods prices and of all consumer goods ration-
ing. Against price control and rationing by capitalist
politicians and capitalist bureaucrats!

No government contract without a union con!mcl'—
especially in New York, which is being discriminated
against in contracts because it is a strong union city.

Wipe out, without mercy, the shame of Jim Crow and
anti-Semitism. Make it a punishable offense to discrim-
inate in social, economic or political life, against Negrul
or Jews, or for any consideration of race, creed, color or
nationality,

Stop the offensive against labor’s economic standards,
stop the drive against labor’s economic life!

Unite all labor in a counter-offensive for mdspemllnt
working class political action, for a genuinel ly mdepen-
dent labor party, for a workers’ government!’

Speed the day of that victory which alone can end wars

. and emancipate labor—the victory of proletarian inde-

pendence and action over capitalist oppression and man-
agement. B
For the friumph of socialist action!
FOR PEACE THROUGH SOCIALISM!
FOR A SOCIALIST UNITED STATES!
WORKERS PARTY, LOCAL NEW YORK.

" Which Program for American Labor: President Roosevelt’s or Ours?
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the greatest sufferers are the masses
of American labor. Wages are frozen
at the Septemiber 15 level. They can
only be raised if the WLB finds a
“gross inequity” or “substandard or
living.”

The WLB has been in business for
gome time. It has in effect frozen
wages at the January 1, 1941, level,

© . which makes the new September 15

mark a worse deception. Since it
has been operating, the WLB has de-
nied virtually.all workers who came
before it the wage increases these
workers thought they were entitled
to, needed! And we subscribe to the
view that only labor knows what it

deserves and needs as a living wage.-

Remember this: even the labor mem-
bers of the board, all of them Roose-
velt backers. dlssented in the Little
‘Steel detision, which constituted the
basis of further decislons.
. 'The \WLB has done NOTHING
about challenging the “gross inequi-
ty” of those seven and a half mil-
lion workers who earn LESS than
" 40 cents an hour! It has denied justi-
fled and urgent wage increases. It
. has fixed a statistical abstract of 15

" per cent as the rise in the national
cost of living.

Any housewife who goes to mar-
ket can prove that the 15 per cent
formula is a pure fake. Prices have
risen 25 per eént or more. And, fur-
ther, they have risen in some areas

more than in others. The WLB's own
fact-finding panel- considered the
steel workers' demands as reasonable
and so0  indicated. But the steel
workers got rooked. And the Presi-
dent’s order continues that state of
affairs,

No Limit on Profits

Wages by this Executive Order are
chained to an inadequate statistic.
They were inadequate for the major-
ity of workers ot January 1, 1941;
they were inadequate on September
15, 194.,

Roosevelt’s Executive Order pre-
sumes that labor must continue to
live at whatever was its standard on

.September 15. That one-third of the

nation, about which Roosevelt used
to speak, must remain ill-fed, ill-
housed, ill-clothed. It will be
granted just so much of an increase
(provided it fights for it!) as to keep
it in the same house, eating the same
food, wearing the same qua!ity of
clothés, :

Taken by itself the wage order is
a calculated slap at labor's standard
of living. But viewed in conjunction
with the mopumental increase in
profits and the national income. it is.
an insufferable imposition. Viewed
in this light, and it should be, the
whole scheme becoines more patent-
ly revealéd as what we labeled it:
a scheme to continue loading the
burden of war on labor.

wied

Read Roosevelt’s order. Nowhere
in it is there a limitation of profits.
Congress gingerly skirted around
it. Roosevelt iried to look -as
though he were gunning for the
big money-makers. But read the

. Executive Order.. NO LIMITA-

TION ON PROFITS!

Profits have risen 400 per cent
since “1939!- LABOR ACTION ex-
posed these figures in a recent issue
and demonstrated how the National
Association -of- Manufacturers was
trying to cover up the facts by using
different bases for wages and profits.
Profits have risen 400 per cent! With
all the higher taxes and such like
the bosses are making more this
year ‘than three -years ago—and
making it on orders givén by the
government, paid for out of taxes
that you pay--yes, taxes YOU pay
—and in some instances financed to
the-extent of subsxdies for plant con-
struction.

But nowhere in the Executive Or-
der is there a clause limiting profits!
And certainly nowhere in the Order,
or in ‘contemplated legislation, a
clause abolishing war profits in their
entirety.

Salary Limit a Fake:

Instead you will find in the Order
a deceptive limit on salaries, Taken
first at face walue, it is still a swin-
dle, A worker is limited to his 30 or
40 dollars a week (and the most

Pollyannish figure. doesn’t give much
more than $30 as the national aver-
age for a FAMILY). Out of that $30,
some $11 or $12 will be taken off

‘for taxes, etc. That will leave the

worker with $18 or $19. On that he
must live, He must not ask for a
wage increase because his wages
have been frozen.

But salaries: they are “limited” to
$25,000 “after taxes” and “due allow-
ance” for life insurance premiums
and “fixed obligations heretofore in-
curred.” That's $25,000 of gravy, pure
gravy.

But that's taking it on face value.
In actuality, the order allows UN-
LIMITED salaries, which AFTER
taxes will leave the salaried execu-
tive (putting in arduous hours nego-
tiating a contract from a govern-
ment board) with fifty or a hundred

or two hundred thousand dollars.

The order does not prevent a cor-
poration from paying its salaried
executives anything it wants either
in the form of salary or bonus. It

merely stipulates that salaries in ex- °

cess of that figure which will léave
the busy executive with $25,000 after
taxes are not deductible from cor-
poration' income when .computing
taxes. How much of a hardship that
will be on corporations and execu-
tives is indicated by the statement
of Under Secretary of War Patter-
son that the corporations are past
masteérs in financial finagling. That's

what high-priced accounting firms
are for!

That leaves salaries wunlimited.
INCOMES are, of course, unlimit-
ed because almost every salaried
executive generally owns stock on
which there is no limit at all (and
perhaps owns tfax-exempi securi-
ties), -

On Price Fixing

Thus, with the national income in-
creasing, labor is held to a relatively
DECREASING share; capital’s share
goes up!

The order further stipulates that
all prices, including rents, are to be
fixed. But at what level, and under
whose control?

Prices, for example rents, are fixed
at peak levels. Everyone knows that
they began their precipitate rise
long before September 15 or March
15. Everyone knows that they have
continued to rise despite the limited
price fixing of the last few months—
even on those very items which were
presumably fixed. Ask a worker in
Detroit, and he'll tell you how much
rents have jumped in the last few
years. His rent, by Executive Order,
is now fixed at the high level

Perhaps the exact date at which
prices ought to be fixed is open fo
dispute. We don't believe ihey
ought to be fixed at peak levels.
But let that go. What is indisput-
able is that a pack of governmeént

bureaucrats, many of them fied in-
timately and intricately with the
very. production or marketing of
the very products they are sup-
posed fto control, cannot fix prices.
Their fies are with the capitalist
system of profits. That is why
price fixing goes out the window
when the matter of profils comes
in the door. If they are not liffed
oufright, they are lifted through
degeneration in quality.
Henderson's OPA started to lift
ceilings on prices almost before they
were fixed. There is no reason to
assume that it will be better now.
Government = bureaucrats
keep, and have no real interest in
keeping, prices down and quality up.
Working class housewives have such
an interest. And they have the
knowledge of prices and pocket-
books to determine price fixing.

Byrnes in Charge )

In charge of this whole program,
Roosevelt has appointed an economic
“czar,” = Supreme Court Justice
Byrnes. Even the most servile of
the labor bureaucrats, Bill Green is
one, have objected to an economic
czar, just as they have objected to
wage ceilings. In the hands of one
man, and a board yet to be chosen,
will be placed the fate of every

worker. Regardless of who this man*

is, he is a representative of the capi-
talist class—and this representative

cannot

of the capitalist class is to adminig-
ter the totalitarianized controls on
labor’s standards of living!
Significantly enough, the man
chosen is a Supreme Court justice,
The Supreme Court has never been

known for its wildeyed radicalism

or pro-labor bias!

Roosevelt’s program is a callous
move against labor, intended to
shift the burden of the war on h—
bor -and to llmlyze and omt to
shreds the labor movement. It is
a blow at unionism. in Roosevelt’s
scheme of things, unions now have
only one Tinction: to speed pro-
duction and keep labor unrest in
tow, If wages are fixed, nnions, by
Roosevelt’s intention, cannot strike,
cannot put up any kind of effective
battle for wage demands. It is, in
effect, a piece of legislation and
adminisirative decree outlawing
strikes!

Aﬂﬂﬂsweinsististhemeanlng.

of Roosevelt's program. It is now up
to labor, acting through its unions,
to seek the means of re-establishing
collective bargaining, to seek the
means whereby labor will shift the
-burden it is now being increasingly
forced to carry back where it bes
longs—on capital!
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ffoteét | 'Hol-lywood_
Slander of Trotsky

. One of the ""Hollywood columnists,” Elsa
Maxwell, has recently reported that a West
'Codst studio is planning to film ex-Ambas-
sador Davies’ book, "Mission to Moscow.”
That's not really news, because we've heard
it before. ' When it was to the interests of
American, capitalism to paint the Stalin re-
gime as monstrous or stupid or ridiculous
—during the period of the Hitler-Stalin,
pact — Hollywood reported for service
bright and early in the morning. Like the
. ladies of easy virtue the studios so often

put into ‘their pictures, the producers
ground out. anti-Soviet and anti-Stalin tripe
by the thousands of feet.

» Now it is to the interests of American
capitalism to paint their Russian allies as
a_ﬁjructwely as possible. The Davies book
is an ideal subject for this job. It is a third-
rate job of whitewashing the gang of Mu-
der, ‘Inc., in.the Kremlin which destroyed
the Russian Revolution—a third-rate job,
but what is important to Hollywood and
those who run it is that the Davies piece is
a whitewash. .

. What has not been known until now is
presented in Miss Maxwell’s column. She
writes that on the ba5|s of "new" docu-
ments, the film will “prove’” that Leon
Trotsky was an agent of Hitler, as charged
'g:i_l.g_l_'qng the Moscow trials,

.. This report has not been denied by the

Hollywood studio. If it is true, as it seems
to be, it is as outrageous and revolting a

piece of political prostitution as has come

out of Hollywood in a long time.

. During the “trials,” that is, the frame-
ups, in Moscow, there wasn’t a single seri-
ous newspaper in this country that placed
any credence in the so-called ““confessions”’
or that believed that Trotsky was guilty of
the fantastic charges made against him by
Stalin’s lackeys.

During the trials themselves, not a single
piece of evidence, not one, was introduced
‘to- connect- that incorruptible revolutionist,
Trotsky, with Hitler or with any other re-
actionary force in the world. It could not
‘be-introduced because it never existed. It
never existed because Trotsky was . the
sworn enemy, from his youth to his dying
dny, to everything reactionary and oppres-
sive in the world.

“In Mr. Davies’ book there is not the
slightest shred of evidence to sustain the
charges against Trotsky. All that this
‘mich-touted apology for  Stalinism con-
tains is Davies’ OPINION that Trotsky was
guilty. And what is that worth? Absolutely
nothing, especially in view of the fact that
the only purpose in writing the book was
to convince doubters that Roosevelt’s alli-
ance with Stalin is both desirable and nec-
essary, that Stalin is not to be feared by
“copitalists because his regime has done .
_more to destroy the revolution and the
workmg class than Czar Nicholas’ Romanov
‘ever did.

- So. what is this “new’ evidence? No in-
; urv_t_q-ihgent person will believe that the So-
“viet State Prosecutor has been holding it
from the world up to this moment and is
_revealing it for the first time through the
medium—of all things!—of -a Hollywood
: pcture The “‘evidence’” is thus either a

o

figment of the obscene lmogmuhon of Ho!—
- lywood or the police ‘imagination of the
GPU, whose fingers are in_this d:rty busi-
ness up to the arm-pits..

In either case, it is an infamy.
wood tries ‘to go through with this cinema-
tographical frame-up, it may encounter
such a reaction throughout the country as
will make it sorry it ever became' a tool 'in
the GPU’s struggle against “"Trotskyism,”’
that is, against the interests of the inter-
national working closs and mternahonql

socialism.

Meanwhile, it might be well if all read-
ers started RIGHT NOW to send letters of
protest to the producers who are working

with the Stalinists on this foul job and to

let them know just how they feel. 1t might
have a salutary and timely effect. All com-

" munications should be addressed to: War-

ner Brothers, Hollywood, California.

Our Program--
‘ (Continued from page 1)

7. NO SALES TAX ON CONSUMER

GOODS! NO TAX ON WAGES! NO
FORCED SAVINGS.
To make labor, already compelled to
give its:life in the bosses’ war, pay for
this war is adding insult to injury.
Various direct and indirect taxes cut
heavily into the wages of the workers.
A federal sales tax, a tax on wages,
forced savings, will deprive labor of
its elementary needs — CLOTHING,
FOOD, ADEQUATE SHELTER!

A GOVERNMENT LEVY ON CAPI-
TAL TO COVER THE COST OF WAR!
The capitalist class owns vast fortunes
in accumulated wealth. In some cases
this is said to aggregate a billion dol-
lars (Ford and Rockefeller). This is
unitouched even by the strongest tax
proposal on yearly income. We pro-
pose that the government confiscate
such amounts of this tremendous
wealth as are necessary to defray the
costs of this imperialist war. SOAK
THE RICH!

9. AN ABSOLUTE MAXIMUM INCOME
OF $25,000 A YEAR BEFORE TAXES
AND WITH NO DEDUCTIONS FOR
“OBLIGATIONS.”

This is hardly a stringent measure. |t
still leaves the capitalists with unde-
served and unjustly high incomes, al-

80'

together out of keeping with the low"

wages paid workers." We propose this
half-way measure as a start. But-it
.must cover ALL income—profits, in-
come on securities, etc.

10. CONSCRIPT ALL WAR INDUSTRIES
'UNDER WORKERS’ CONTROL!

War industries are operating exclu-

. sively on government contract. These

industries should be confiscated.

Those ' who operate the machines can

and should operate the factory. Un-

der workers’ “control, conditions and

wages satisfactory to labor would be

established. Under capitalist control,.

operating on money and labor sup-
plied by the people, no consideration
is given the needs of the masses. Un-

der workers’ control, production could ’

be adjusted to the consumption needs
of the masses as well .as the requive-
ments of industry.

T LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

-~ 1. Hands off the right to strike! For the
. . defemse of civil rights and dll workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictatorship
measures!
2. Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars the
" meimimmm wage; time and a half for over-
g time! . Rehire the jobless millions by «a
six-Kour shift!
3. Wage increases which meet rising costs!
. "No sales tax on consumer goods; no taxes
on wages! Freeze rents and food and
clothing prices at the 1940 level to stop
. the rise in the cost of living!
"4. No government contract without a union
contract! Tﬁedowdshopmauwiu—
. dustries!
5. Maintain and lm:reaoe ali goaerm: 0~

mal m!
‘8 P W

1 SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
‘PAY FOR THElR WAR!
6., Agonemmelu lenyonmpxmlmwuertke
war profits!
7. Conscript all war industries under mrk-
- -ers® controll :

per cént of the people who own 96 per
cent of the national wealth!

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM

Zgaimt Both Imperialist War Camps! For the Victory of World
Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
of the Third Camp of Socialism!

- 13" For Workers® Defense Gna:rds, mun«l

cost of the imperialist war. Confiscate @u. "

'~ 8.- Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—ihe 3~

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
.TO THE DRAFTEES!

SMASH JIM CROW!

- 11. Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semi-
tism! Al discrimination against Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em-
ployers vin industry must be be made a
criminal offense! St By

For full political, social MJ -economic
equality for Negroes!

BE PREPARED! PR

- X2

and controlled by the unions, against
_vigilante and fcu.'ut attacks!

14. For an Independent Labor Party and
@ Workers’ Government! No political
) suppori to Ihe Roosiwdz government!

15. For Pemce Thmugh Sociaf'um]’ For im~
mediate independence of all colonies!’
"~ Only a socialist-world. swill destroy capi-
talist imperialism and fascist barbar-’
ism. For a League of Socialist Nations!

If Hally-

(Continued from page 1)
at one of the lowest levels in the
industry. -
By calling some workers, learners.
others, second class; and a very few,

first class, and by a crazy-quilt pat-

tern of wage-rates for all classifica-

tions, plus-general intimidation, the.
workers have been kept quite a way -

from a. “600 per cent increase.”  Of
course, “much of this expansion has
taken place in leased facilities and
plants built at government expense.”

In the annual report for last year
the corporation’s met income was
$8,281,511 after all charges, IN-
CLUDING higher taxes and provi-
sions for post-war adjustment were
deducted. This is equivalent to
$4.11 a share on 2,015,565 shares,
compared with the 1940 fifure of
$7,854,176 at $3.90, a share. The
company’s assets have almost fre-

bled to $81,692,500, though it kept--

its liabilities to $72,140,090. Liabil-
ities are undoubtedly mere book-
keeping fictions. Sperry has ne
funded debt or preferred stock.

So huge are the profits that the

government, after going through the '

books and records of the eompany
(at a House Naval Affairs Commit-
tee investigation) “negotiated a sav-
ing of-$100,000,000 on war contracts.”

Barron's estimates that ‘the -excess
profits tax will take fifty cents a
share of Sperry Corp. stock—“about
half what the company earned in
1934, 3 year of marked business de-
pression.” However, in its semi-an-
nual statement for this year, the
company declares- that the PROVI-
SION for taxes is responsible for
smaller profits, only $2,394,238, com-
pared to $3,477,424 in the correspond-
ing period of last year. These figures
do not agree with those in other re-
ports, but contradictory figures don't
bother the Sperry Co. The directors
know the real figures. Their public
complaints over taxes do not men-
tion deduction of huge sums for post-
war adjustment, reserves and con-

.pany with

Facts You Ought to Know
« About Sperry Corporation

tingancy funds, and the. bxg salary
. increases the dlrectors have granted

themselves. ., =~ . ) T

~ 'The directors of this anﬁ—union
(and, it is charged, anti-Semitic)
corporation have just been forcibly
persuaded, because of the ‘war, to .
sever their ties with German capi-
talism. Sperry .and Askania; a

- German company, had arranged a

" world - wide monopoly on theéir

products, together with other capi-
talists in Japan, Italy and France.

But the connections of the com-
its English subsmhary.
Sperry Gyroscope, Lid., on which-" it
does not report profits, still exist; the
connections of the company through
its director 'and president, Thomas
A. Morgan, with the billionaire firm
of Lehman Bros, and through its
director, J..Cheever Cowdin, with
the J. P. Morgan interests, still exist.

‘THe Sperry Corp. is a holding
company for four companies. The
—~four-are - Vickers, Inc. (not the.Eng-

lish. merchants of -death), Waterbury ~ -

Tool, Ford Instrument and the big-
gest plum in the pudding, Sperry
Gyroscope Co.

‘Sperty Gyroscope is run by a for-
‘met ensign in the U.S. Navy, Regi-
nald E. Millmor, otherwise known as
“Boxy,” who with his chief electri-
cian; joined Elmer Sperry when the
company was founded in 1910. The
chief electrician, Tom Morgan, is
now-the head of the whole Sperry
outfit.

“Foxy” Millmor runs Sperry Gyro-
spoce as though he had never re-
signed his commission in the Navy.
He staffs his offices with ex-Navy,
Army and Marine officers, who are
largely responsible for the reaction-
ary policies of the company.

Reactionary Publisher Attacks
British Trotskyist Newspaper

Through a friend, we have been
sent a clipping from the Sunday Dis-
patch, published in England by Lord
Rothermere.. The Dispatch is the

Sunday edition of the weéll knewn 7

Daily Mail.
-Lord Rothermere’s _paper . attacks

the British Trotskyist newspaper, the =

Socialist Appeal, as an organ of Ger-
man fascism. Under a heading, “So-
cialist Appeal Still at It,” Lord Roth-
ermere's paper reveals the sensa-
tional poppycock discovered and
MANUFACTURED by his- “diple-
matic correspondent,” that Goebbels
is sending out special radio direc-
tives to the British Trotskyists on
ways and means of preventing “ma-
terialization of a second front.” Then
follows the disclosure that the So-
cialist Appeal is “trying to slow
down production of war materials,”

Everythmg Ties in Nlcely

Adverhsmg, Latest Gravy
In Juicy Cost-Plus Set-Up

The latest, and last necessary, addition has been made to_ the cosi-plus
set-up by which the new war profiteers are making their pile. Last week the

War Production Board okayed advertising as a legitimate part of the cost

of producing goods for the government. A “reasonable expenditure" will be
allowed even to contractnrs eng‘aged substantially or wholly in war prudnc-

fion.

Donald M. Nelson, head of the WPB, used to be a fop exeeutive of Sears,
Roebuck & Co. In that position he used to be one of the, fair-haired boys
of the New Deal. Whenever a Senafe commitfee wanted a wltnes's_ to repre-
sent “the consumer’s point of view,” Nelson was likely fo be it. But this is
wartime. No more “consumer’s point of view” nonsense. Now is the fime
for institutional advertising, for “ads telling us what a_ w«nderfnl thing e‘lec-

tricity is.  ’

- There is only one reason, for this kind of advertising. It is not to sell goods.
It is to BUY newspapers. There has been a certain amount of subdued talk
about the inferiority of American tanks, about capitalist extortion, incompe-
tence and inefficiency. This kind of talk might get dangeromns. And you might
not think so at first, but the way to stop it is to m!vertise about what a2 won-

derful thing eleotricity is.

Of course, it is not so simple. There is; for example, the aspect of such
men as Fred C. Foy, recently an official of Young & Rubicam, one of New
York’s large advertising agencies, now a lieutenant colonel attached to the
contract division of the U.S. Army. Everything ties in so niecely.

. perialist war

that police inquiries have been go-
ing on and that John McGovern, a
leader of the Independent Labor
Party, is a Trotskyist. )

In this whole. collection of gpew
there is hardly ‘a word wliich smacks
_even vaguely of the truth:

'The fruth i§ that the-British
Trotskyists are waging a militant
campaign in defense of the work-
ers’ interests. The fruth also ap-
- pears to be that the Socialist Ap-

peal is increasing its influence
_among the workers. Hence the at-
tacks leveled against it in the

British ' capitalist press.:

Lord Rothermere’s accusations
are of a piece with the Moscow
frame-ups,
exposed in the investigation con-
ducted by the John Dewey Com-
mittee. Lord Rothermere, arch-re-
actionary, is merely following the
line of the Stalinists on Trotskyism.
‘But it is interesting, and’significant,
to cite in brief the record 6f this
Lord. Rothermere, who manufactures
frame-ups against working class mil-
itants.

Called “one of the worst of the

gutter papers” by a well known
British writer, the Sunday Dis-
patch up to the war was quite
friendly to -fascism. Since then,
like the semi-fascist isolationists in

this country, Rothermere has be-’

come an arflent propagandist for
the 'war. Early in 1933, Lord Roth-
crmere’s paper described Hitler as
a “great gentleman.”

But what were the British Trot-
skyists' doing at that time? They

were circulating, in the face of in-.

timidation from Stalinists and a mis-
cellany of reactionaries, pamphlet
after - pamphlet written: by Leon
Trotsky calling for united labor
struggle against the menace of Hit-
ler, Lord Rothermeres “great gen-
tleman.”

. From the beginning the Trotskylsts
.have described this war as an im-
(though the’ Appeal
has erred in supporting this war on

-one ‘of its points, Russia) That is
-why the Appeal is under attack!

GROOVY'

HOT RIFF BAND-—-For Jump cmd Joy :
PRO ENTERTAINMENT—To Tear the Joint Apart -
‘BAZAAR—Bashing Bargains at.Pre-War Prices
‘BAR—For Solid (and Liquid) Encouragement
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‘(or, more accurately, imrasion of - Eurape—nsin '

.obstacle in the path of American imperialism; 2
-to. remove. this obstacle ‘(that .is,- win the war);
" Américan impetialism must mvada Germany, des. |

. peace. ‘Although World War No, 2 differs in many,:
. important ways'from World War No. 1, thi auh
" can only be accomplished-in the.same mannér -

which were adequately.

.and-its bloody career.

" zation of América's wartime economy. Raal pricgy

““male-and female labor, etc.-: rom |

“plans” for the induction”'of meéw ‘age :and, statis

__"and other " governmént..spokesmen);. the necessity
{8 ‘Sacrifice all;, the. phllo,sqphy of. ptepare to kall,

-war is yet to ‘be felt, but it is clegr that it

1943 mdy well Beconie' kndwn 1o history as- fhe
" year in “which American imperialism  begédn’ Jits

.same time subjecting ‘thosé who still live to all

.diers may thus mean a swoﬂd ﬂ-oﬂt invasmn of

Year of l'he
~ Second " Front?
By Henry Judd— il

In a recent column devoted - to the polltlcal
meaning of FDR's Labor Day. speech and _\atté.ck
upon Congress, we explained how ‘this téﬁﬂéne:r
to brush aside Congress is a NA‘I‘URAL wartime
development, something to be expected ‘in tht
march of American reac_tlon and ‘imperialism to=
ward totalitarian..and authorit'ativé ‘forms of i‘ﬁie.
Here we want to take up. the speech’ wlth reﬂard
to'its MILITARY mgmﬁcance._pam;ularly xor tlu
future.

A SE(JONf) FRONT FOR 1943
It is clear to all (excépt possibly the :
witted follower .of Joseph-Stalin); that the Aflies, .
England and Amerlca partlcularlnri have no. }ﬂana
or intentions of Iaum.hing “a’ sécond tmnt Euro- :
pean invasion this year, ' o G e o
But to conclude from this. that the second h‘oq o

we do not know ‘whethér the Ruman front: will
merit being ‘called the ﬂrst front next yean} wi
riot occur would be radically. wrong gnd false.

! We “start our -analyeis- of/the ,military. dspects..
of the war from two simple. premises: (1) Gerrrfan
fascist imperialism’is the main rival, enemy and

feat it by military fqrce and dictate JITS terms aft

last time—a successful march on Germany and oe-
cupation of the key centers: of Nazi: power. jie-

The. sole _questlon béfore the Awiéricdn: im]ﬁ-
rialists and rnilitarists is the guestion whien, ’ivhm
shall we ‘attempt this? Every ofie'of .them knows"
that it has to be Hone, séoner “orilater. This:is
why it is nonsense fo claim=asds the Stalinists
and ' semi-Stalinists—that. - certain reactionariés
(Munichmen!). in  America- and England o;pose.
the very IDEA of a second front. - To say thattis
equivalent to-saying that they.ave wnlling to lgsp
the war to their nval Jml:aen,aauuﬁr enemy, Ger=
many! ’

For the Jmpenahats t.he questmn is not aha}g-
we or shall sweinot invade? It is: \when have we.-
reached the- stage of necessary: preparatmn along
military - lines ' tnianpower, “air’ stréngth, ' supply
preparations, etc.); when have ‘we reached the .
necessary political preparatory stage (to take,qver
Europe and prevent soclal revob.lf.mn in G-erﬁ‘lany.
France, etc.);. when have we, reached the éces-
sary stage of moral and psycholo%u:al prgparatxog
of our own people (to withstand the shock ot the
enormous- losses and - casualtles)'? :

When' the British:and ; Ame;rlcan fulers teel g
they have reached the highest.-possible poifit on
the chart of military; political- and ‘moralé. prepas
rations, ‘then they will launch thé second iroﬁt.
come hell or high water! Not one moment-;
unless they are convinced that further' 3
might mean a DECISIVE German break-through_ :
and world victory. :Of this danger they drd Hot
yet convinced; of necessary préparations for itts
vasion they still fall far short. Therefore, no M e
ond front.as yet! But 1!!43 is diﬂerent'

FDR'S SPEECH FOR 1943 Ll dep

The conclusion ;of ‘FDR's Labor Dsy meksaio
spoke of harsher .struggles ahead: and clearly ins
dicatéd - that- next year :will be-a. year - ‘of MAJQB
American . participation. opn.. the world ‘military
fronts. Here is where his, econam:c pru;;am txeg ,
in with: the second front. -and., 1_343 The .invasion
ot Europe may. constitute Amer] 's' supremé. tmh- 1
“tary effort in the war, just as mtlers war 'on Bu!n
sia' marks the high point of the Nazi war machme

* A great military - campalgn, in the era bt tatal .
warfare, requires a parallel-and simultaneou$ pps
litical and economic campaign, aimed at tﬁe works=
ers and-the people, in general: ‘FDR has embarkad
on such a campaign in preparation for, 1843..

1Tt is characterized 'by. the, growing mlitm-

fixing power; freezing' of lahor to ihe¢' job; plins
for universal ‘mobilization and: conscrxptmn 6f ‘al.l'

‘2. It is marked by a s’peeding up of the dratt’,“'h v
speeding up of the shipitient of' soldiers ioverseds;

groups (18-19 year olds,, married” men) inta “the
Army. These new forces will serve as replige.
ments and remforcements for. the lossm anﬂ l:uu-
alties of the 1843 secord-frant.~/- -

3. It is marked by new emphagis on the: momh
front—the spirit.of get tough:and hard; the em-
phasis of the steél-like qualities rot our. opponénts
(found in the speeches. of ex_»Ambassador Grew

or be killed! " £

AMERICA’S WAR ROLE, ON Y.
The real .weight of Amencan meeria.h'

«ong be delayed in'coming. That is why’ the-.-

great luhge forward 'for sworld - ‘Supremdcy.; The
advance preparations- mdxeatad by FDR can; ‘méan
only this. For imperialism to march' iotwai'd ‘it
must do so' over the corpses of its masses, 4t the

‘he vicious experiencés that totalitarian and n’ﬂ
vary. forms of rule meéan. , War econémy : pliis: cone
scription of labor.-plus an'army,. of “10,000,000° sol-

_.urope in ‘1943, . i
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