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IGHT FASCISM WIT

A||ied Thieves To the Working People of the United Stateﬂ

Fall Out Over
Bandit Truce

French Rulers Fear
Workers Revolt- More
Than Hitler Force

The six weeks Battle of
France ended last Tuesday
morning as the Petain govern-
ment accepted the terms of ca-
pitulation dictated by Hitler
and Mussolini. The pro-British
section of the French ruling
class organized a “‘National
Committee”, in London, headed
by General Charles de Gaulle,
Under - Secretary of National
Defense in the resigned Rey-
naud government, in order to

" continue the war against Ger-

many.

Churchill and Petain, allies
of yesterday, accused one an-
other of breaking solemn pled-
ges and responsibility for the
collapse of France and the op-
pressive terms of the armistice.

The Hitler-Petain treaty pro-
vides for the complete Nazi
domination of France. It in-
cludes: German occupahon of

mobilization and ‘disarming of
all French armed forces (except

,those required to maintain “order”

in the unoccupied territory) the
handing over of all military equip-
ment, facilities and property; release
of German prisoners (while French
prisoners are to be held), and the
turning over of the French navy,
except for that part of the fleet which
will be permitted “to vrepresent
French interests in the colonial em-
pire”.

Mussolini took as his war booty
some territory in the Alpine frontier
already occupied by his troops.
France is to demilitarize 31 miles of
her southeastern frontier, the bord-
ers of Algeria and Tunis adjoining
Italian Libya, and the fortified areas
and naval bases of Toulon, Bizerte,
Ajaccio and Oran. Italy is to get full
rights to use Jibuti harbor and the

(Continued on page 2)

The German blitzkrieg has routed great armies
and overthrown governments with a speed and com-
pleteness never before seen. France had been over-
whelmed and few have any confidence that the
British Empire will survive. Nazi successes have
sent a thrill of horror and fear through the heart
of every working man and woman in America.
“Stop Hitler!” is the cry. For if he is not stopped,
trades unions and workers’ organizations every-
where will be destroyed. The workers will be re-
duced to starvation wages and slave conditions ol
labor. Jews will be driven once more into the
ghettoes and will have to scrub the streets under
the whips of the storm-troopers. Negroes will be
pushed still further into the slums and swamps
ol oppression and misery where they have lived
so long. This is what Hitler's rule has meant
wherever his cursed armies have conquered. Hitler
must be stopped, for Fascism spares none. Every
worker must steel his heart-for a fight to the death
against Hitler and all that he represents. But the
war in Europe has taught us some terrible lessons.
We shall learn them or we shall perish.

The blitzkrieg, despite its suddeness and un-
expectedness, is but a part of the Second Imperial-
ist. War. And the Sccond Imperialist War was
neither sudden nor unexpected. It was openly and
methodically prepared for before the eyes of the
world. Its causes are as clear as the preparations
which led up to it.

THIS IS AN lM_PERlALIST WAR

The Second Imperialist War is a continuation of
the First which lasted from 1914 to 1918. The great
powers had divided the world before 1914 between
..them, and when there was no more new, terntoryﬁ

“tgratenter they-fought-for each; other's: possessions: =

In 1929 came the great economic crisis, and, un-
able to recover from it, they prepared for war and
are fighting again for the same reasons they fought
in 1914. But today, after twenty-five years of almost
unceasing crisis, Capitalism is so bankrupt that it
can only wage war by slaughter, sacrifice,’ brutality
and suffering on a scale far surpassing anything
that the last war produced. ‘Totalitarian govern-
ment and blitzkrieg have not produced the hope-
lessness of Europe today. It is the hopelessness of
Capitalism which has produced the totalitarian
government and the blitzkrieg.

Yet today the now fearful power of the blitz
krieg seems to overshadow all. 1f Hitler defeats
Britain, all Europe will be at Ivis mercy, and in
those countries where he does not personally rule
he will try to install Fascist governments. In Asia,
he will assist Japan to conquer China. He will carve

Special to Labor Action

KEARNY, N.J—The 7,000 Kearny, N.J.,, shipyard workers who were
bludgeoned back to work by war-preparation propaganda after a 100%
strike, are now tied down with a new contract, the duration of which has
not been made public. Weeks of negotiating have resulted in an agreement,
signed Monday, June 24, between Local 16 of the Industrial Union of Marine
& Shipbuilding Workers and the Federal Shipbuilding & Drydock Co.

The chief demands of the men had been for a 10¢ an hour increase in
wages and for a week's vacation after a year's employment. On the point

out a vast empire in Africa. Gérmany and the
United States of America will then fight for con-
trol, of the'world market. As long as Capitalism
lasts, these imperialist wars will continue.

But the victory of the Allies will not be the
victory of Democracy. Following inthe foosteps of
France, Britain has already established a dictator-
ship. Should Britain be victorious, it will be only
after a long hard struggle during which the British
capitalist system in the main will become almost
indistinguishable from that of Germany. Labor will
have te remain in chains, or fight for workers’
power.

THE WAR ENDS DEMOCRACY

The ruin and devastation caused by the last war
threw Europe and the world into such a condition
that famine and pestilence killed millions. Revo-
lutions broke out, and were bloodily put down in
every country except Russia. In the condition that
Capitalism was in before this war began, after a
war ‘waged by totalitarian methods on both sides,
Capitalism in Britain and France, as elsewhere,
will be able to exist only by bloody dictatorship.
Workers* and farmers, in this grave hour when
cvery joint of Capitalism is creaking and crack-
ing, do not listen to the capitalists with their talk
about democracy. They know what the future
holds. Learn, and learn quickly so that you can
prepare; for the capitalists arc pre_ﬁaring.

How can workers in any country maintain their
rights after a war? The American capitalists know
that they will have to fight a victorious Germany
and Japan for the profits of Latin-America and
China. But they have now 1llorotaglii)' learned the
Jesson_ that the blnzkrleg has taught.

They know that under Capitalism the greater
part of the funds for rearmament must come from
the wages of thg “forkcrs, and the extension of
their hours of labor.

They have seen Hitler use sympathizers in Nor-
way, Holland and Belgium to carry out his plans.
To carry out their plans they will have to domin-
ate Latin-America by armed force. This is the
future. It is for this that Roosevelt, the agent of
the Capitalist class, calls for billion: after billion,
not to defend democracy. Workers, look at France,
look at Britain, and then say how much democ-
racy will remain in America if the capl[alﬁls have
their way.

The American capitalists today call all who op-
pose them members of the “Fifth Column.” The
Associated Farmers of California, notorious en-

(Continued on page 3)

To win a %
““oralitatian™War requires a totalitarian “state. ‘

* of wages all the information obtainable from union headquarters was that

“there were certain reclassifications and wage adjustments which will add
$66,000 per year to the company’s payroll.” The workers also lost their
vacation demand. Instead, “all men with three years or more of service with
the company will be granted one week with pay but owing to the national
emergency the men may be asked to work during their vacation period and
be compensated with one week’s pay,” which is a degree worse than what

they had under the old contract. .

The new agreement further provides that the union have the bargaining
rights in the plant; that a management-union apprentice committee be set
up to supervise the training of new workers, as well as a joint safety com-
mittee to supervise conditions in the yards.

N\

~

GOP *“Peace” Pledge Isn’t Worth
The Paper It Is Written On

The big capitalist parties are now

poised for the presidential election
struggle which will be waged under
the clouds of the European war.
. Under the leadership of Roosevelt,
the Democratic Party has become
the chief war party, the party of
capitalist national defense. The im-
pact of Hitler's victories over the
Allies, with whom Roosevelt had
established a bond of active sym-
pathy, has unified what threatened
to be a completely divided party.

At the latest reckoning, Roosevelt
has 700 votes, an absolute majority
of the Democratic nominating con-

vention. Should. he. desire to accept

a third term, it is his for the asking.
In any case, it appears now that
he completely dominates the party
and can pick his own candidate.
Having skillfully maneuvered him-
self into the position where he is
now regarded as the only one who
can organize the defenses of the na-
tion, prepare for war and lead the
country into battle. Roosevelt has
routed his opponents inside the Dem-
ocratic party. The Garners, George's,
Tydings and others who had hoped
to go scalp-hunting for the Adminis-
tration at the convention are now
completely lost in the shuffle and

(Continued  on, page. 2) -

By ALAN SELKIRK

Encouraged by President Roose-
velt's move to conscript all youth
over 18 for “government service,”
key Congressional figures last week
introduced a sweeping bill fo con-
seript 40 million men into the armed
forces.

From these twin moves it became
clear that for the first time in the
peacetime history of the United States
universal military conscription may
become the law of the land.

From the time two months ago
when President Roosevelt requested
Congress to authorize the construc-
tion of 50,000 airplanes a year, there-
by initiating the wvast program of
militarization, the clamor for con-
scription has mounted steadily.

Times Urged Conscription

Three weeks ago this began to
assume the character of an organ-
ized campaign. Sounding the biggest
gun in the newly organized offensive
was the New York Times. Pointing
out that wvoluntary recruiting into
the armed forces was lagging badly,
the Times argued that conseription
was the next logical step. At a press
conference the following day, the
President indicated his sympathy
with the stand taken by the Times.
People Against Copscripl.ion

Immediately, however, there came
a storm of protest from the public
denouncing the idea. The President
said no more—for the time being.
The Times stuck to its guns.

In Washington last week came the
first climax in the plot to militarize
the American workers.

The White House announced its
appointihent ‘of a Federal Adminis-

trator charged with conscripting all
youth over 18 for 'government ser-
vice.”

The broad formula “government
service” was neatly intended to sof-
ten the widespread opposition to the
earlier endorsement ,of “military
eonscription.” To conceal still fur-
ther the real character of his con-
scription plan, the President named

Tortured Body

Kidnapped and murdered by the
Stalin-directed GPU, Sheldon Harte's
body was found this week in an
abandoned farmhouse about twenty
miles from Mexico City. Harte, one
of Leon Trotsky's secretaries, was
kidnapped when the GPU agents

> staged a raid on Trotsky's home last

month with the intention of murder-
ing the great revolutionary leader.
Bruises on the body indicated that
Harte had been viciously tortured
before being killed.

Arrests made by the Mexican gov-
ernment remove whatever doubt
there might have been as to the
responsibility of the Stalinist GPU.
Among those arrested are two who
confessed to the murder of Harte:
Leopoldo and Luis Arenal. Both of
these are well-known Stalinists. Luis
Arenal, an artist, worked for Stalin-
ist publications —notably for the
New Masses during 1934 and 1935. He
was also active in the Los Angeles
C.P. during the same period.

Though the Communist Party of
Mexico ' has. denied implication «in..

SOCIALIST

Our War Against Dictatorship!

Roosevelt Actions Ph Naﬁbn
Further Along Path to War

By ALBERT GATES

Casting tradition to the wind, Roosevelt upset the Republican convention by announcing
this week the appointment of Colonels Knox and Stimson to his cabinet as Secretcrues of Navy

and War respectively.

The naming of the two interventionist Republican leaders to the Cobmet has as its pur-

pose:

(1) to insure national war unity by creating the impression that partisan politics cannot be

tolerated in the life and death struggle to maintain and extend America’s 1mperiollst interests,
and (2) to obtain a strategic advantge in the coming elections.

Roosevelt’s action is in part a maneuver. But i5 also an integral part of his campaign for

Kearny Contract Not So Good Congr essmen Speed Conscri 'phon Bl”S

You May Be Too Old or Too Young to Work, But You Are Just the Right Age to Go to War

a non-military figure, CIO Vice-
President Sidney Hillman, as re-
cruiting Sergeant-in-chief.

The main feature of the President's
plan is the conscription of young
men and women not only into the
armed forces but into industry and
agriculture as well. In this way it
might be assumeds that Roosevelt
holds out to the nation's youth the

promise of escape from the armed
forces.

However, a study of the President's
proposal reveals that no such prom-
ise is contained in it. On the con-
trary, the plan, by its thorough-
going character, promises nothing
else than the complete militarization'
of the nation's young people.

(Continued on page 2)

of Trotsky Secretary Found

Confessed Slayer Worked for Stalinist Publication, New Masses

the attack, there can be no doubt
that it was organized by the GPU.
The CP statement even admits that
of the accused at least two were
CP members at one time, and that
a third, whom they claim to be in-
nocent of the charge, is still a mem-
ber of the Stalinist Party. But these
denials are of the same tissue as
the accusations which sent hundreds
of revolutionists to their death in
the infamous Moscow trials.

This is not the first attack on
Trotsky's life, or on revolutionists
assnciatt_!a with him. Harte was the
third of Trotsky's secretaries to fall
into the hands of the GPU. Erwin
Braun was kidnapped and never
again seen. Two years ago in Paris,
Rudolph XKlement was kidnapped;
his body was recovered in the Seine.
And in Switzerland a year earlier,
Ignace Reiss, who had broken with
the Stalin gangsters, was abducted
through a ruse and murdered. Then
too the GPU timidly protested its

"innocence, but the colrt trial that
Iollowed clearly estabhshed their.

guilt. !

Ever since Trotsky landed in Mex-
ico, GPU agents have been busily
planning his assassination. Names of
GPU agents sent there with that
aim have from time to time been
publicly exposed, as for example, the
notorious George Mink.

Trotsky's life is still in the great-
est danger. The last attempt on his
life failed only by a hair's-breadth.
The GPU will most certainly try
again. To the end of forestalling such
an attack and pillorying the GPU
assassins before the world labor
movement, a' hue and cry must be
raised for the apprehession of all
the GPU criminals, and for the pro-
tection of Leon Trotsky. Individuals
and organizations must band togeth-
er to safeguard Trotsky's asylum in
Mexico, and to protect him from the
enemies of the revolution who seek
his death. This task is not the prop-
erty of any one organization. It is
the responsibility of every group and
person who hasn't yielded to the
‘corruption :of Stalinism.

national defense and war pre-
paredness.

The surrender of France and
the occupation of her territory.
by Germany and Italy, which ~
increased the military difficul-
ties of Great Britain, has had
an immediate reaction in the United

States.
Upon the announcement that an

‘armistice was to be signed, Roose-

velt dispatched a note {o Germany

and Italy declaring that “the United

States would not recognize any trans-
fer and would not acquiesce in any
attempt to transfer any geographic
region -of the Western Hemisphere
from one non-American power to
another non-American power.”

At the same time that Roosevelt
sent this warning to the Axis powers, .
plans were laid to establish a $2,000;-
000,000 Inter-American Ceorporation,
whose basic capital will. be supplied
by the United States, for the pur-
pose of preparing the economic war
with a victorious Hitler.

The aim of tkis corporation which
is in the nature of an inter-contin-
ental cartel, is the complete control
of all surplus commodities of the:
South American Nations. The' cor-
poration would undertake to dis-
pose of these surpluses by agree-
ments with the dominant European
powers through a system of bartet.
But whether or not these commodi-
ties are disposed of, they shall be
controlled by Washington to pre-
vent the Latin American counfries
from entering into direct economic
relations with Germany.

In this manner, American ‘capi-
falism prepares to completely con-
trol the economic life of the Western
World and accomplish the first step
in the program of resistance to the
encroachments of German indu},try.
The United States is prepared to foot _
the bill for all lossesthrough a
failure to dispose of these surpluses.
‘But even.this is regarded as a small
loss if Germany can be completely_ i

(Contlnued on page-2)
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Picket Agamst
Scuttling of
Housing Plan

Building Workers
Denounce Scheme of
Phila. Politicians

Special to Labor Action

PHILADELPHIA, June 20—Virtu-
ally every worker in the building
and construction - trades laid down
his tools, and massed 20,000 strong
on Reyburn Plaza, to protest the ac-
tion of the Philadelphia Republican-
‘dominated City Council in scuttling
the ‘19,000,000 slum clearance plan
sponsored by the Federal Housing
Authority.

The demonstration was one of the
biggest and impressive turnouts wit-
nessed in the city. While the “City-
fathers” were deliberating just where
to plunge the knife that would end
all hope of removing some of the
blighted areas in the “City of
Homes”, a mass picket line slowly

circled City Hall.
For more than two and a half

hours the workers were addressed

by the leading state and city AFL
functionaries, John L. McDevitt, a
member of the Philadelphia Housing
Authority, and President of the Build-
ing Trades Council, recounted step
by step the procedure of the Re-
publican Organization in delaying
and preventing and finally scuttling
the scheme for removing a few of
the more malignant sore spots in the
_ city's bandbox areas.

After leaving Reyburn Plaza, a
few thousand demonstrators picketed
downtown hotels where the Plat-
form Committee of the Republican
National Convention was holding its
sessions.

The ' City Council dominated by
the Joe Pew-Jay Cooke faction of

- the Republican Party dropped the
Housing Plan for the reason that a
few administrative jobs would go
to Democrats. Hence, thousands of
workers must now continue living
in filthy slums because of the “pea-
nut politics” pursued by capitalist
politicians.

French Truce

(Continued from page 1)

Jibuti-Addis Ababa railway.
Fear Revolt

At the same time both armistice
agreements provide for denunciation

. of the treaties by the Axis powers.
“in the event the French ‘Goveérn-;

ment does not fulfill its obligations.
Here is a warning to the wealthy
“200 ruling Families” of France—
who came to an agreement with Hit-
‘ler in order to protect their own
oppressive rule and tremendous in-
vestments in the French colonies—
that they will have to cooperate with
Germany or lose everything.

These rulers fear above all work-
ing class revolution and colonial re-
volt. That is why they tolerated the
Peoples Front governmeénts organ-
ized by the Socialist and Communist
Parties. They alone could not have
stopped the growing revolt of the
French working class since 1934. They

‘alone could not have broken the
glorious mass sit-down strikes of the
French workers in 1936 which threat-
ened their very domination. Only
the Socialist and Communist leaders
could in those days assure the con-
tinuation of wage slavery and im-
perialism. They broke the independ-
ent actions of the workers, the sit-
down strikes, the movement towards
workers' rule—all in the name of
“national defense” and “the struggle
against fascism”, When these lackeys
of imperialism were no longer need-
ed—and when Stalin made his al-
liance with Hitler—they were pushed
aside by the real rulers of -the
French empire. They had done their
job. They prepared the road for the
victory of Petain and Hitler.

But the reactionary masters of
France still fear workers' revolu-
tion. As a DBritish broadcaster de-
clared the other day, ‘“during the
last week before Marshal Petain

; asked for an armistice the men
around him seemed .seemed to be
worried less about the German ad-
vance than about the possibility of
social troubles in France.”

While Churchill hurléed charges
against the French government that
it had pledged not to sign a separ-
ate peace, Petain revealed that the
British government consented to the
armistice negotiations. Churchill was
then forced to admit that he had
dagreed to the capitulation of France,
on condition that the French navy
be turned over to British imperial-
ism. This deal was finally rejected by
the French partners so that they
could keep their own colonial booty.
Each imperialist government looks
out for its own reactionary interests.

And with the truce in France, Hit-
ler is reorganizing his forces for an
assault on Britain, beginning with an
intensification of air raids. England
has retaliated with aerial bombard-
ments of Germany, and continues to
strengthen the military defenses of
the British Isles.

STALIN IN NEW MOVE

While the major powers were busy
in the west, Stalin tightened his con-
trol over the Baltic countries and
prepared for action in the Balkans.
In Estonia, where the reactionary
ruling class resisted complete Rus-
_sian domination, the Stalinists aelzed

“Powder Keg” i

in Sharecropper Plight Roosevelt

Poverty and Oppression So Stark, Writer Sees ““Oakies” as Relative Aristocrats

By B. J. WIDICK

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—In writing about
the plight of the sharecroppers and
their problems, there is little one can
4dd to what Charles Edmundson, of
the St. Louis Post Dispatch, said in
a special article last Sunday.

“Owing largely to the failure of
the Administration in Washington to
stand up to the politically powerful
lahdowners in the South, the AAA
is grinding the landless rank and
file in this region down into a deep-
éer and more stupefying poverty.”

“As it works out over large areas,
the AAA is a frustration of the law,
a mockery of democratic procedure
and a tool for the exploitation of
one of the most cruelly submerged
elements of our population.”

“According to the Farm Security
Administration, nearly 2,000,000 farm
people have been forced off the land
—into a poverty more intense than
prevails among the agricultural
workers John Steinbeck described
in “The Grapes of Wrath.” Stein-
beck's Oakies are the aristocrats of
the disinherited farmers, for they
have jalopies in which to start the
trek to the O&range groves. Those
remaining behind have no wheels on
which to roll

“The writer found widespread neg-
lect of the rights of the non-voting
groups, which include practically all
the rural Negroes, and, because of
rigid poll taxes, most of the white
sharecroppers as well.”

Practice and Theory

In theory, the Agricultural Ad-
justment Administration provides
that farm subsidies authorized by
Congress be divided between the
landowner and the tenant or share-
cropper. In practice, the landowners
either keep all the subsidy outright
or introduce tractors and other ma-
chinery to displace farm hands so
all the subsidy can be kept. Making
share-croppers or tenant farmers in-
to day laborers who get paid the
least of all, guarantees the landown-
ers the most profit.

In theory, all “producers”, land-
owners and sharecroppers, or ten-
nant farmers, have the right to vote
in electing all important commitiees
that administer the law, ete. In prac-
tice, thousands of Negro and white
sharecroppers never vote. Never were
told they could, and where they
knew they could, it was “safer” not
to vote.

....Can’'t Vote .

However, there is “democracy” in
many areas. The sharecroppers and
tenant farmers are herded together
to vote. But any ballot which is

against the l_andowners proposals 13’_:

“simply thrown out. And terror is
used to keep down the negative votes.
This is the kind of “democracy”
which prevails especially in the delta
sections of Mississippi, Arkansas and

Louisiana. Also in Alabama and
Georgia.
Only in southeastern Missouri

where the sharecroppers union now
affiliated to the CIO, received na-
tion-wide attention through its high-

way starvation siege are things a
little better. Besides, some enlight-
ened landowners broke the united
front of reaction and had their share-
croppers vote what they thought.

Government subsidies come in soil-
conservation checks, price-adjustment
or parity checks and soil-building
checks. Around these payments, be-
sides all the other handicaps and
difficulties, are woven a set of rules,
procedure, ete. which the average
sharecropper doesn't-understand be-
cause he has been kept in darkness
about his rights. So he's hooked.
Vigilantes

To keep the sharecroppers ignor-
ant of their rights, and to prevent
them from struggling for their rights
through union organization, the land-
owners band up in vigilante groups
who specialize in beating up union

THE BETTER HALF

organizers, terrorizing sharecroppers
who may become union builders,
and keeping the poor people down
through sheer brute -force. '

Because there is a large supply of
labor, and because it is mostly un-
organized despite some courageous
efforts, wages are terrible.

In California, for example, wages
are supposed to be $2.10 a day and
board. In this section of the country
a tractor driver gets $1 a day, for
12 hours work, a plowhand $.75 a
day, a woman hoeing cotton is paid
60 cents for her back breaking la-
bor. Cotton pickers get from 50 to
75 cents per hundred pounds.

Less than ten cents an hour, often
only five cents an hour for hard
labor under a hot blazing sun. That
is the situation:among hundreds of
thousands of farm hands here.

As though that weren’t miserable
enough, most of the day laborers,
sharecroppers and tennant farmers
are forced to buy from landowners'
stores. Prices are at least 256% high-
er for all things, compared to the,
independent stores,—according to a
survey made by a Church.

And, of course, there is the usual
chiseling on loans or materials ad-
vanced to the tennants or share-
croppers, and the setting of all stand-
ards, purchase of all goods, and so
forth solely by the landowner who
sees to it that he comes out way
ahead. '

Is it any wonder that landowners
admit, “We are sitting on a powder
keg.” And they keep the explosion
down by sitting down hard on the
poor folks, Negro and white.

(Continued from page 1)

eliminated from the Amencan mar=
kets.

The plan for the establishment of
the cartel has already met with a
favorable response from many Latin-
American countries who fear tread-
ing on the toes of their powerful
Northern neighbor. They realize in
addition, that the cartel would guar-
antee them against losses and they
are quite willing to take that chance.

Heretofore Pan-Americanism was
essentially a political objective. It
has now become also economic and
military. To enforce its policy in
the South American areas, the Ad-
ministration is going to enforce its
demand for naval and air bases in
the main countries.

New Appropriations

During the week, with the drastic
turn in the war, the advocates of
increased militarization of the United

The “First Lady of the Land” -

Lieutenant in Jingo Brigade

We herewith present a few 'items
of specidl interest to our women
readers. It is our intention to regu-
larly publish material on the effect
of Roosevelt’s arms program on the
working woman, what the women’
can do in the fight for socialism and
against war, and so forth. You are
invited to submit your own contri-
butions.—Ed.

[ ]
By SUSAN GREEN

Do you realize what an important
part Eleanor Roosevelt, the Presi-
dent’'s wife, is playing in preparing
this country for war?

Of all the first ladies of the land,
she is the most active in public
affairs. Shé is here, there and every-
where; talking at this convention, at
that dinner, at another celebration.
At the same time she has been
played up as a woman among wo-
men, with ordinary womanly inter-
ests. Perhaps you have heard her
on the air for the makers of Sweet-
heart soap, telling about the simple
meals served in the White House,
about where she buys her clothes,
or how beautiful a sunset is from
an airplane. In this way she gets
herself liked by many women who
serve not simple meals but skimpy
ones, who can’t afford a dress a year,
who never get nearer fo an airplane
than a tenement house window.

Now that her husband is No. 1
war monger, she has become his first
Jieutenant,, but all within the role
of the kindly, u"flderstandmg woman.

She agrees that war is “the most
stupid thing on earth” and is very
sad about it, but we must be pre-
pared to fight. She hopes that “youth
will always feel that war is a hor-
rible thing,” but anyway they should
go to war this time. She under-
stands why those who haven't re-
ceived much out of life don’t want
1o die, but a little “mental prep-

»

St. Louis Movie Operators Oust
Racketeers, Win New Contract

Special to Labor Action

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—The most re-
markable and inspiring labor victory
of the year was won this week by
the rank and file of the movie oper-
ators union here when they finally
cleaned out the racketeer elements
controlling the union, and smashed
a boss attack against the union.

It took a weéll-timed 24 hour shut-
‘down to bring the bosses to their
genses and sign a three year con-
tract with the union.

One of the main 'demands of the
union was that the bosses, Fanchon
and Marco, owners of a chain of
big theaters, drop legal suits total-
ing $275,000 against the union. The
union forced the bosses to withdraw
their court action against the union!
What a lesson for the Apex union,
and for the dozens of other unions
who are tied up in court

Signing of the three year contract,

the government buildings and set
up a Stalin-puppet regime.

Reports of a clash between Soviet
and Rumanian troops last week were
denied by both governments. How-
ever, as stated in previous issues of
LABOR ACTION, Stalin seeks o get
Bessarabia as payment for his aid
to Hitler. According to a Washing-
ton dispatch by Frank L. Kluckhorn
in the New York Times (June 26),
diplomatic circles in the capital, be-
lieve that this agreement has already
been reached. He writes:

“Germany has an agreement with
the Soviet Union under which the
Russians will be permitted to take
over Bessarabia and the Reich is
urging the recently reconstituted Ru-
manian government to concede this
territory without fighting, it was re-
ported in well-informed diplomatic
circles here today.”

He reports the well-known fact
that despite the present alliance Stal-
in fears an eventual attack by Hitler.
For the present however, German
and Italian Fascism are concerned
with defeating Britain, and there-
fore still desire peace in Eastern and
Southeastern Europe. If and when
the defeat of the British Embpire is
achieved Hitler can march agamst
the Soviet Union

o s it

which brings pay increases, etc. to
the union ranks, also marks the final
chapter in the struggle of the ranks
against John P. (Big) Nick, racke-
teer leader now ousted from the
union. )

When the union ranks threw Nick
and his sluggers, some of the Capone
men from Chicago, out of the union
.leadership, he brought scabs from_
Chicago and put them in the thea-
ters with the cooperation of the
bosses. He tried to “reorganize” the
local.

These bosses, by the way, were all
members of a Chamber of Com-
merce committee, to “drive the rack-
eteers out of the labor movement.”
But when they saw militant ranks
fighting for wage increases, they de-
cided to play ball with the racke-
teers once again. Better to make a
small pay-off than give real wage
increases was the bosses’ slogan.

The rank and file picketed the
theaters and finally brought court
action against the Nick mobsters who
retreated. The union has been held
in a receivership since that time,
under court order.

As part of their aid to the racke-
teers, the bosses brought two suits,
one for $200,000 and another for
$75,000 against the union ranks be-
cause of the picketing. This action
was so scandalous that the St. Louis
newspapers even editorialized against
the bosses and their racketeer as-
sociates.

Recognized as Bona-Fide

Withdrawal of the suits and the
signing of the three year .contract
means that the bosses admit that
further struggle at this stage against
the bona-fide union is out.

An international representative of
the union took the signed contracts
to the national office where their
receipt is expected to bring full rec-
ognition of the present union and
the end of the receivership, which
means the end of Czar Nick, who,
incidentally, is under several indict-
ments.

The object lesson of this struggle
is that racketeer elements in the
labor movement can be thrown out
by the rank and file, and that racke-
teering is a product of the bosses,
not the workers.

- worker, the pamphlet shows the class

aration” (Hitler-Mussolini style) will
help them meet “today’s peculiar
conditions.”

Behind her kindly smile, the first
lady hides the grimace of death.

The newspaper correspondents
leaving Paris with the fleeing people,
have reported heartbreaking stories.
William Bird, writing in The N.¥Y.
Sun, tells one of the most horrible
ones I have read. His car was pro-
gressing slowly in the stream of
slow-moving people and vehicles and
he got well acquainted with his im-
mediate’ neighbors in the procession.
He writes:

A pregnant woman afoot begged
a lift to the next railroad station.
She told us she had had no news
of her husband since the offensive
began. She hoped that she was
going fo have a girl so that she
would have company during the
next war.

This woman has lost all hope. She
can visualize nothing but a life of
continuous wars. All she wants is
that her child shall be a girl so as
not to have a son to send to the
next war.

It is a great tragedy when people
lose their fighting spirit and submit
to a ghastly fate that others make
for them. That 18 why this story is
so horrible to me.

I hope the working women -in
America will be such brave fighters
against the bosses' war that they will
inspire new hope in such hopeless
people as this French woman.

5 ®

Since President Roosevelt started
the national defense hysteria, several
women's organizations have been
formed to prepare for war. The Na-
tional Legion of Mothers formed
what they call “home defense rifle
clubs against parachute troops.” In
New York a so-called Defense Corps
of women is taking shape. They will
wear black-blue uniforms with red
doughboy hats, and will be “available
@t two hours’ notice in case of an
emergency” to be ambulance and
bus drivers and armed watchmen, to
replace the men drafted into the war.

The moving spirits of such organ-
izations are women of the boss class.
Mrs. So-and-So from Westchester, a
swanky residential section of New
York, and Miss This-and-That from
Long Island, a Wall Street bankers’
hang-out. With these women LABOR
ACTION has nothing to do. They are
helping prepare a war which will
benefit their own class.

The working girls and woman who
may fall under the influence of this
national defense hysteria and join
up with such war organizations,
would be helping to send their bro-
thers, fathers and sweethearts, their
husbands and sons, to waste their
lives in bloody slaughter for PROF-
ITS for the bosses.

i
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Workers Party
In Series of Penny

The National Office of the Work-
ers Party rang the bell again with
the issuance of its second penny
pamphlet in three weeks. The first
pamphlet, “My Friends, by Native
Son”, was a discourse on the Presi-
dent's war plans. Now comes the
pamphlet, “Conscription—for What?”

This pamphlet is in the nature of
an open letter to the President and
deals with the présent drive to in-
crease the armed forces in prepara-
tion for war. Written by a jobless

GOP Convention—

(Continued from page 1)

will probably cut little ice in Sep-
tember. MeNutt is a forgotten figure.
Farley expects little support and is
now considering where to lay his
votes after the first balloting.

GOP Divided

Over in Philadelphia, however, the
usual staid Republican convention
finds that the situation demands far
more from it than its traditional
conservative unanimity on interna-
tional and domestic issues. The
weight of the war is being sharply
felt.

The full resolutions committee,
after wrestling with the problem of
a party program to meet the de-
mands of the present world situation,
arrived at a compromise platform
which aims at bridging the contra-
dictions between the isolationist and
interventionist wings of the GOP.

The Republican party is caught
between its desire to capitalize on
the nation-wide anti-war sentiments
of the masses and the pro-war aims
of the financial and industrial old-
guard. The second line politicians
who answer more directly to the
electorate are in conflict with the
real chiefs of the party.

The resolutions committee, com-
posed of isolationists and interven-
tionists, reached a compromise by
saying little and leaving the nominee
free to act according to the demands
of any given situation.

A “Peace” Pledge
m»p;qg;m~,de,s!ires

advocates an intense national de-
fense program, and stands for aid to
the Allies within the “limits of the
law”, but deplores “provocative”
statements by the President. Thus,
the party hopes to capture the anti-
war sentiments of the population and
at the same time satisfy the war
needs of the ruling class whose in-
terests it represents and serves.

As one newspaper puts it, “there
is nothing in the platform that Roose-
velt himself could not subscribe to.
War, like sin, is something every-
one is against.”

This campaign pledge of peace,
like Roosevelt's campaign pledge in

1932 to balance the budget and all
other campaign pledges, is made only
that it 'may be forgotten immediate-
ly after the elections. The manner in
which the Republicans conduct them-
selves is highly reminiscent of the
Wilson campaign in 1916. Wilson
and the Democratic party wore the
mantle of peace, won the elections,
and then led the country into the
war.

As the convention opened, the
conflict over the presidential nomin-
ation became more intense. The lack
of unanimity on the candidate is an
indication of the lack of unanimity
on world problems inside the party,

which at one time lumbered along'

on the successive waves of prosper-
ity.

While over in the Democratic
camp, only Senator Wheeler threat-
ens to bolt and form an anti-war
party, at Philadelphia there are many
candidates, all of them publicly pro-
fessing more or less identical pro-
grams. : )

The Dewey Boom appears at this
writing to be suffering the effects of
“age”, but more important than that,
it is apparent that New York's State's
Attorney does not have the confid-
ence of the party big-wigs, who
frankly will not trust their party in
the hands of an inexperienced “up-
start”, especially in the present life
and death struggle with Roosevelt.
Willkie Boom

Many “favorite sons” have cropped
up in the convention. There are

Publishes Second

Pamphlets

character of the armed forces, and
how by its past it serves the inter-
ests of the boss class.
°  “We trust only our own army—
one that is democratically controlled
by the workers and poor farmers—
a PEOPLE'S ARMY", says the pam-
phlet in ecalling for a workers gov-
ernmeéent and national defense of the
interests of the wide masses against
fascism of the German and Italian
variety, as well as our native reac-
tionaries and fascists.

The pamphlet is published in an
edition of'ten thousand copies.

ga.mt Amer- _
ica’s involvement in the present war,

> 4 N

David Lasser
In New
Hilarious Role

David Lasser, widely known
in Popular Front days for his
Stalinist stooge antics in the role
of dummy president of the Work-
ers Alliance, and who in recent
months has been performing for
a rapidly diminishing audience,
was taken over by a new ven-
triloquist last week. In his first
performance under new man-
agement “Davy” sent peals of
laughter echoing across the con-
tinent as with owl-like solemnity
he declared, that years of inves-
tigation had finally convinced
him that he was controlled by
the Communist Party, and there-
fore he presented his resignation
as head of the Workers Alliance.
Herbert Benjamin, secretary of
the Alliance and creator of the
characler, is reported in search
of a suitable wooden-headed
substitute. Eminently suited for
the post unless already engaged
as head of one of the “free” Bal-
tic states, we nominate Mortimer
Snerd.

P.S. For the benefit of ignorant
intellectuals, Snerd is Charley
McCarthy’'s dumb cousin,

AN —

States have been extremely active.
The big navy promoters pushed
through the House a $4,000,000,000°
~building -program, calling for. a é‘ﬁa
per cent increase in the’ ﬂeeta_d;q,
able "the TUnited States to havew.a
“two-ocean navy.”

Dovetailing with the entire Roose-
velt program came the introduction
into the Senate of a compulsory mili-
tary training bill, by the reactionary
Senator Burke of Nebraska. This bill
follows the speech of Roosevelt in
favor of universal service for Amer-
ica’s youth. Statisticians calculate the
figure at 17 million youth who are
immediately qualified for this com-
pulsory training.

To help finance these iremendous
expenditures in the economic, poli-
tical and military endeavors of the
Administration, the President had
proposed a bill which passed the
Senate and has already been signed.
calling for a revision in taxation
which is calculated to increase the
nation’s revenue by one billion dol-
lars. The tax program places heavier
burdens on the many millions of
workers and poor farmers, since it
is spread over many necessaries and
hard-earned small luxuries.

What we are witnessing now is the
development of an all-sided war
program, invading every form of
American life. In preparation for
war, the Roosevelt Administration
pours many billions into the arma-
ments industries, enriches the great
financial and industrial ruling class,
while it reduces the living standards
of the masses and prepares to fill
up the columns of the army and
navy with millions of youth who
are asked to give their lives in the
interest of American imperialism.’

Taft, Vandenberg, Gannett and Gov-
ernor Pames of Pennsylvania. Even
the shadow of Hoover is present.
But it is the meteoric rise of Wendel
Willkie, the utilities baron, which
has captivated the Republican con-
vention. Win or lose, he is the most
powerful candidate in the party.

It has become obvious that the
campaigh for his candidacy has been
well-planned from the very start by
important party leaders connected
with powerful vested interests. Al-
though his views on the war and
preparedness are close to that of the
president, he is a “safe” candidate
with the proper background to de-
fend the essential interests of Wall
Street. .

In any. case, the candidate is not
decisive in the perspectives and cam-
paign of the Republican Party. The
GOP, reeling under the blows of the
Knox-Stimson liaison with Roose-
velt, moves in fits and starts as it
attempts to remould itself to fit
present-day conditions.

Nevertheless it will comi: out of
its sessions as much a pro-war party
as the democrats. It will claim that
it is best fitted to carry out a war
program and that it can be better
trusted to defend the interests of the
American ruling class. Yet it will
masquerade as a party of peace!
What ever happens at the conven-
tion, whoever is nominated, that
much is certain,

Two Weeks

Remain in
Drive for Subs

New York Local . |
Still Ahead of 4
Other Party Branches

Forty-Eight new subscriptions were
received by LABOR ACTION in the
Jidne sub drive. The New, York local
continues to lead the campaign with
twenty-one new subscribers making
a total of thirty-nine subs from the
city. St. Louis is in second place with
nine subscriptions while Chicago was
heard from with seven. New sub-
seriptions were received from Phil-
adelphia, Oakland and Akron. i

We are still waiting to hear from
a number of cities. Boston, Cleve-
land and Newark are some of the
larger centers which have not sent
in a single subscription. The same
is true of Youngstown, Rochester,
Pittsburgh and Texas. Los Angeles
and San Francisco sent in only one
subscription each. A very poor show=
ing indeed. But the comrades have
written in promising to fill their
quotas.

Two more weeks remain in the
campaign. We feel certain that the
quotas can easily be filled. Let's get
going comrades.

Conscription—

(Continued from page 1)

Indeed, according to the President,
the imposition of military patterns
in industry and in agriculture would
tend to take the minds of the young
people off the various “isms.” Im-
plicit in the President’s plan is the’
destruction of all forms of indepen-
dence in the nation’s youth. Inherent
in the plan is the cowing of the
spirit of insurgence.

Whereas the White House took spe-
cial pains to cloak the-real intent.
of its conscription drive, in Congress
there was little concern for the popu-
lar temper. Making no bones about
what they were up to, Democratic
Senator Burke of Nebraska and Re-
publican Represéntative Wadsworth
of New York combined to introduce
a bill authorizing the conscription of
40 million men into the armed forces.

The two Congressmen unhypocri=-

tically entitled their bill “The Selec-
tive Training and Service Act of
1940.
Prqv;dmg for the reglstratlon_ of
‘oillibns of Amierican men, fhe Bl
Blll also specifies that men ‘between '-
the ages of 21 and 45 are'to become
liable for military training and ser-
vice. Men between the ages of 18
and 21 and those between 45 and
65 are to become eligible for Home
Defense. Provisions for pay are at
the fat rate of five dollars a month
or sixteen cents a day.

An Expeditionary Force

Interesting is the difference drawn
between home defense and military
service. The logical assumption to,
draw from this distinction is that
all men not required for home de=.
fense will be trained as an expedi=
tionary force. The distinction ex-
plodes the *“National Defense” cry
of its sponsors. “National Defense”
is daily being expanded to, include
not only the territorial United States
but the entire Western Hemisphere
and the farflung holdings of Ameri-
can imperialism, not to mention the
possible inclusion of the Dutch East
Indies. )

That there is no. conflict between
the harsh Burke Bill and the Presi=-
dent's sugar-coated presentation was
further indicated by . responsible
Congressional leaders. Senator Burke,
himself, declared that the measure
is “entirely in line with the Presi-
dent's present desires.”

According to Frank L. Kluck-
hohn, Washington correspondent of
the New York Times, “Chairman
May »of the House Military Affairs
Committee stated that his group
would begin hearings (on the Burke
bill) in about two weeks, by which
time he expected the President
would express his ideas as to what
form compulsory training would take.
He indicated that the Committee
would consider the various propoesals
and then write a COMPOSITE
MEASURE.”

Union Opposition

Earlier in the week, John P, Frey,
President of the Metal Trades De-
partment of the AFL, specifically
attacked the President's youth tram-
ing plan.

Speaking at a meeting of officers
of twelve metal unions representing
900,000 workers, Frey declared, “We
can see nro need for compulsory
traihing of youth for the defense in-
dustries outside the established Fed-
eral agencies that have the personnel
for this work.”

Frey was warning the organized
labor movement that its bitterly won:
standards were in jeopardy of being
undermined by the introduction into
industry of a military labor corps
forced to work for military pay. '
~John L. Lewis also declared him=
self sharply on the issue last week
when he called the President’s plan:
a model for “forced labor battalions”

' reminiscent of Hitler Germany. .
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A DECLARATION AGAINST WORLD IMPERIALIST WAR

(Continued from page 1)

emies of the workers, have declared a private war
of their own on what they call “subversive acti-
vities” and they promise to persecute “Fifth Col-
umnists” with, as they say themselves, an energy
never before seen. Under the slogan of defending
democracy they will drive down still further the
pitiable living standards of the agricultural work-
ers. That is what war for democracy means. That
will be the fate of the whole working-class unless
it opens its eyes on time. The signs are written in
the sky for all to read.

We know that when the workers realize what
tne capitalists are doing, they will be compeilea
in self-defence to strike back. But many workers,
particularly the Jews, in their fear of Hitler, feel
that the working-class must submit to Roosevelt
until at least Hitler is defeated. A bitter awaken-
ing awaits them. Roosevelt fears Hitler, but there
is something that he and Churchill fear more than
Hitler, and that is the organized force of the mili-
tant working-class movement. Shall we remain
blind to the lessons of the last few years? Did the
ruling-class of Britain and France do all that they
could to defeat Hitler? Hitler was always a greater
danger to British and French capital than he is to
American capital. Yet the British and French,
capitalists welcomed Hitler's coming to power.
They allowed Mussolini to conquer Ethiopia. Rath-
er than send arms to the Spanish workers and
peasants they preferred to see Mussolini dominate
Spain. Roosevelt passed a special law to prevent
arms going to Spain. Britain, France, and Ameri-
ca armed Hitler and Mussolini. Why?

- They knew that Hitler was the last hope of
German Capitalism. They knew that to overthrow
Hitler would mean a Socialist revolution and
perhaps workers’ power in Central Europe. They
preferred the danger of defeat by Hitler to the
workers’ revolution. For if Hitler defeated them,
they could still keep some of their capitalist wealth
and prepare to fight him again. But orice they are
defeated by the Socialist revolution as they were
defeated in Russia, there is no more hope for
them. Roosevelt knows this also. And though he
may fight a desperate war with Hitler, at the first
hint of social revolution either here or in Germany
or elsewhere, Roosevelt or his successor will” join
with Hitler or some other representative of Hitler-
ism, to smash the working-class into the dust.
Understand, then, the madness of surrendering our

What's Going On in Brazil?

g —

liberties to Roosevelt in the hope that he can be
trusted to overthrow Hitler.

SOCIALISM IS OUR ONLY HOPE

What then must we do? We must respond to
thé crisis of humanity with the undetstanding and
the power demanded by the gravity of the hour.
It is Capitalism which is dragging .us down and
we must strike at Capitalism. We must struggle
for a new order of society, for Socialism. By Social-
ism we mean the taking over by the people of the
great forces of production, steel, oil, coal, chemi-
cals, and railways, from a few monopolists. We,
the people, created them, we alone can create them,
we must take them into our hands. The land
must belong to the people again. We must form
a workers’ government which will control industry
in ithe interests of the whole nation, and not in
the interests of a few profiteers.

The workers have the strength to do it. And if
only we can summon up the courage and organ-
ize ourselves, a glorious future awaits us. Ameri-
can agriculture alone can feed the whole civilized
world, American cotton alone can clothe every
living human being. American industry today can
produce five times as much as the whole of Europe
and in two years the whole of America’s capacity
to produce can be doubled. Starting here, we can
change the world, if we have the vision and the
will,

But what do we have instead? Onc-tlnrd of the
nation lives in rags and starvation, and now we
must lose the little that we have in order to pre-
pare destruction. At one stage of the last war the
capitalists were destroying property at the rate of
ten million dollars per hour. At the beginning of
this war, the preparations alone were costing twelve
times the preparations for the last war. Yet those
are the alternatives; Socialism and progress; Capi-
talism and destruction. That is the choice. No
worker who sees it can hesitate! We gain nothing
by supporting Roosevelt. Let us inspire the strick-
en workers of Europe and the enslaved colonial
peoples with the news of a powerful workers’ move-
ment in America that boldly raises the banner of
Socialism. The despairing workers of Europe, the
Indians and the Africans, the persecuted Jews, and
the oppressed nationalities, Poles, Czechs, Scandi-
navians, Dutch, and Belgians, will lift their heads
once more at the sound. That hour will mark the

By M. LEBRUN

The openly pro-fascist speech of
President Vargas of Brazil, coming
only twenty-four hours after Roose-
velt's violent condemnation of Italy's
entrance into the war, was a rude
blow to the famous solidarity of the
pan-American “democracies.”

To save face, Secretary Hull was
forcded to issue a statement that Var-
gas’ speech was purely an internal
matter, having nothing to do with
Brazil's foreign policy. The very next
day the Brazilian dictator telegraph-
ed the boss in Washington to con-
firm Hull's interpretation and assure
Roosevelt that “Brazil will not fail
him in loyalty.”

It is obvious that no one, not even
Hull, believes Vargas' explanations.
But on the other hand that shows
how much the White House is ready
to accept his open attack on “the old
formulas of democracy” just so that
he continues to be a loyal lackey of
Wall Street. '

No Democracy This

As Vargas knows very well, Roose-
velt's anti-fascist “crusade” is only
directed against Hitler and Musso~
lini. That is why he cynically says
in his telegram that his speech “might
cause surprise only to persons de-
voted to routine, not to a far-seeing
mind like that of Roosevelt, who is
liberal-minded, progressive and for-
ward-looking.”

Roosevelt supports Vargas' corrupt,
semi-totalitarian regime—a regime
which “burns the books” of all non-
conformist authors, which keeps tens
of thousands of political prisoners
on infested prison islands, which has
destroyed the autonomy of the unions
and incorporated them into the state,
which has outlawed all strikes and
suppressed all freedom of speech,
press and association, which has made
“political crimes” punishable by
death, and which holds power only
by the terror and dictatorship of a
police more inept but just as in-
famous as Hitler's Gestapo.

Despite Hull's declarations, it is

not so easy to separate internal and
foreign policy. The Vargas regime is
a military-police dictatorship with
no support outside of the army offi-
cers and generals. The Ministers of
War and the Navy and the Chief of
Staff, Goes Monteiro, are known for
their Nazi sympathy, and Vargas is
their political prisoner, To escape
their control he has made several at-
tempts to organize a sort of official
party, or national legion, upon which
he could base himself; but the gen-
erals blocked every attempt. On the
other hand, the U.S. Department of
State, in order to balance the pres-
sure of the generals and to conirol
Brazil's foreign policy, forced Vargas
to accept the pro-Yankee former
ambassador to Washington, Oswaldo
Aranha, as minister of foreign affairs.

War Pressure

The war has brought with it an
increased pressure on Brazil by Yan-
kee imperialism which caused the
pro-Nazi elements to retreat. The
British blockade cut off commercial
relationships with Germany. At the
same time, the war has stopped al-
most half of Brazil's export trade.
The result is a terrible deficit in the
commercial balance for the first part
of this year. And under these un-
fortunate conditions Washington has
forced Vargas to resume payments
on the debts owed this country, which
had been suspended since 1937, thus
disposing of certain credits opened
in Brazil’s favor by the Federal Re-
serve Board. :

But Yankee pressure is not limited
to politics and economics. “Friendly”
visits by U.S. cruisers and war-ships
to Brazilian ports are increasing.
After a prolonged resistance on the
part of the generals and the other
fascist sympathizers in the govern-
_ment, Roosevelt has finally succeeded
in getting Vargas to grant the U.S.
certain air and naval bases in Brazil,
at several strategic points.

Hitler's spectacular victories and
Italy’s entrance into the war, have
however, given new courage to the
fascist elements. Then too all indica-

spirit and rustic charm,
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tions point to ~the likelihood that
they have inspired the fascists of the
old Integralista movement, which
has been very weak since the un-
successful putsch of May, 1938, to
reorganize their forces. That is the
explanation of Vargas' new attempt
to break away from the already too
severe contro]l of Wall Street. Lo

He also sees the chance of getting
more substantial support from Hit-
ler and Mussolini. And he is afraid
of an alliance behind his back of the
reactionary elements, the officers of
the army and navy and the Integra-
listas. That is why he is trying to
come to an understanding with the
Integralistas, whose role it is to give
a national and popular character to
the Nazi penetration of Brazil.

At the same time he is playing
his old game of trying to fool both
sides and thus assure. his position no
matter who wins. Although his per-
sonal inclination is towards Hitler,
he cannot, now, do without Wash-
ington’s support. Washington, on its
side, knows that it cannot trust him,
but still considers him the only guar-
antee against an ever-possible plot
between the generals and the Nazis.

Mass Demonstrations

Roosevelt's trouble is that he can-
not get rid of Vargas and the men-
ace of Nazi domination without a
demagogic policy of appealing to the
Brazilian masses. At present they are
largely pro-Ally, and believe in
Roosevelt's “democracy.” Thus, two
days after Vargas' speech a large pro-
U.S. demonstration was broken up
in Rio. By demonstrating for Roose-
velt, the demonstrators wanted above
all to show their opposition to Fas-
cism and the Vargas regime. It was
such a large and determined demon-
stration (due to the censorship we
do not yet know all the details of its
numbers, ete.) that the police had to
use revolvers to break it up, and it
caused great reprecussions through-
out the capital.

This was the first political demon-
stration of such size in Brazil since
the coup d'etat of 1937, and may mark
an important turning point in the
political situation of that country. Al-
though once again the healthy senti-
ments of the masses have been chan-
nelized in a false, capitalist direction,
they will soon learn that it is not
Yankee imperialism, not Roposevelt,
that will deliver Brazil from the
tyrant Vargas.

Roosevelt and Wall Street fear
above all else a rising of the colonial
slaves. That is why they prefer to
buy miserable dictators like Vargas
or replace them by others of the
same stripe, rather than to call the
masses into action. That is why they
will not be able to capitalize very
much on Roosevelt's present popu-
larity. The force of events will push
the Brazilian masses in the direction
of the only channel that can really
satisfy their democratic sentiments
and their aspirations: the anti-im-
perialist and anti-Vargas revolution.

begmnmg of H1tlers end. With power in our
hands, with our own democratic People’s Army
unleashed by Socialism, with the tremendous in-
dustrial capacity, we can not only stop Hitler, but
so destroy his system that no future Hitlers can
ever arise again. g

We are not alone. The British working-class,
seventy per cent of the population, was only driven
into accepting the totalitarian state because its
own labor leaders were given high places in the
government. The French working-class is cowed,
but it is not defeated. In Alfrica, one hundred mil-
lion Negroes only need an example. The brave
warriors of Ethiopia have never ceased to fight
Mussolini. For years now, the Indian revolution of
over three hundred millions people has been held
in check and betrayed at every critical moment by
Gandhi, the representative of the Indian landlords
and capitalists who fear the Indian Masses much
more than they- hate British Imperialism. What
greater inspiration could they have than the mighty
working-class and farmers of America, the Negroes
and the persecuted aliens, all banded together in
the struggle for Socialism, for that peace, freedom
and equality which only a new productive system
can give. This system can come only by the organ-
ization of society on an international cooperative
basis which will forever put an end to Imperialist
war.

WHO ARE THE MISLEADERS"

What Ieadershlp do the other workers organi-
zations offer to the great masses of the people in
this crisis? The labor leaders, Lewis, Green, and
Hillman, like their fricnds in Europe, think only
of their comfortable jobs and their easy lives un-
der Capitalism. In Italy, in Austria, in 'Spain, in
Poland, in Czechoslavakia, in the Scandinavian
countries, in Britain, and in France, everywhere
they refused to fight for Socialism, but joined with
the capitalists in defending - capitalist democracy.
Look at the result, Must we in America join them
in this insane folly, this attempt to defend what is
doomed to destruction? No. Let us learn the les-
sons written in blood and tears across the con-
tinent. of Europe during the last twenty-five years.

The democratic rights and privileges which are
the life-blood of the workers cannot be maintained
under capitalism today. The labor bureaucrats
have ruined millions of workers by claiming that
this can be done. It is only by Socialism, by the
change in the productive system, that the demo-
cratic rights of the workers can be maintained
and extended. And the labour bureaucrats, '_ in-

stead of leading the fight for Socialism, act meyely:1*
as agents of Capitalism in the working-class move-

ment,

B The Stalinists today have at last been found out
for what they really are—paid agents of Stalin,
serving the interests of the Moscow bureaucrats.
As long as Stalin wanted an alliance with Britain,
France, and America, they supported every mea-
sure of Roosevelt and urged the workers to fight
for Capitalist democracy. But when Stalin chose
to ally himself with Hitler, these agents of Russia
changed their policy. Today they pretend to be
against the war. In reality they do all they can to
assist Hitler’s victory. When Hitler conquered
Norway, he suppressed every working-class organ-
ization except the Norwegian Communist Party
which issued a manifesto in his favor. Their op-
position to the war is a deception and a trap.
Enemies of Socialism try to frighten the workers
from the struggle by pointing to the crimes of
Stalin in Russia. The Fourth International was
first in the struggle against the greed and corru
tion of the Stalinist bureaucracy, and its agcn’g:
the Communist Parties of the Third International.
But let us beware of confusing the crimes of Stalin
with the heroic struggles of the Russian workers
and peasants. Stalin’s crimes have been directed

chiefly against them and against all in Russm who
opposed him. In Russia, imperishable achieve-
ments followed on' the abolition of Capitalism.
The whole world knows them. But Russia remains
a state confined within national boundaries. She
cannot lift the capitalist world, surrounding her;
instead the chains and wars of Capitalism are
dragging Russia down. One victory of the workers
anywhere, and the Russian revolution will move
forward again, sweeping away Stalin, Molotov,
and all his other accomplices in the suppression of
the Russian workers and peasants,

Meanwhile, we condemn the Hitler-Stalin pact
with its shameful partition of Poland. We con-
demn the invasion of Finland and the Baltic States.
We propose to the workers, both inside and out-
side Russia to resist these and similar actions,
which are hostile to the interests of the world
revolution. '

While Stalin has thus aided the victorious march.
of barbaric Fascism in Western Europe, Hitler
tomorrow will turn on his Russian ally in order
to plunder the rich resources of the Soviet Ukraine
and destroy Soviet nationalized property. In such
an event the rotten Stalin clique will be even less
able to defend the Soviet Union than were the
miserable rulers of imperialist France. The Rus-
sian workers and peasants, supported by the work-
ers of other countries, can defend their country
against Hitler and capitalist imperialism only by
the relentless struggle for the overthrow of the
Stalin regime and for socialist democracy.

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO LABOR

Workers and farmers, it is upon us that the
main burden always falls heavier and heavier. We
pay always in labor, and when war comes, in in-
creased labor and blood. Our only salvation lies
in resisting capitalism at every step, in peacetime -
as in war. We do this, not by sabotage, blowing up
munitions factories, or by assisting the [fascists to
victory, as the Stalinists are doing. NO. Our method
is the mobilization of ever-increasing groups of
workers, giving them the vision to understand the
crying necessity for Socialism and the mighty
power of the workers to achieve it. The violence
of Capitalism is opening the eyes of more and
more workers every day. What system is this that
can exist only by the periodical destruction of mil-
lions of men and billions worth of property? The

reaction of the masses is sure to come. We who see

the problem must ceaselessly and strenuously pre-
pare for the triumph of Socialism. But we fight the
scapitalist, class whereyer.we meet it, according to
our strength, War may overwhelm us. We shall
bend but we shall not break. And the harder and
more fearlessly we resist Capitalism, the quicker
they will come. Let us then gird ourselves for the
struggle. Onward to Socialism, without wasting
energy and strength in trying to uphold the tumb-
ling ruins of capitalism,

1. Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s war.
All war funds to the Unemployed.

2. Against both Imperialist War Camps. For
the Third Camp of World Labor and the
Colonial Peoples.

3. No Confidence in the Roosevelt Govern-
ment. For a Worker’s Government and a
People’s Army. : ‘

4. Against Compulsory Military Training and
Conseription.

5. For full social, economic and political Equal-
ity for Negroes. End discrimination against
‘Negroes in Industry and Trade Unions.

6. For Peace Through Socialism. For the So-
cialist United States of the Americas, for the
Socialist United States of Europe, for the
World Socialist Federation.

Tai( Bill Makes Masses Pay for Boss War

Business Cooperation Assured By Fat Profit Guarantees :

Married people earning $2,000 a
year and single persons earning $800
will now be subject to a direct in-
come tax in order to pay for the huge
armament program. Thus Congress
has set in motion the machinery by
which the masses will pay in dollars
as well as in lives for the bosses’
war.

At the same fime business was as-
sured the bloody booty of war by the
Senate Naval Affairs Commitiee
which voted a GUARANTEED profit
of 7% on war orders. This merely
sets a floor; there is no ceiling.

By extending the income tax to
the lower brackets Congress has in
effect attacked the standard of liv-
ing of a large group of workers. As
the appropriations for army, navy,
airforce, mount we may expect that
taxes will be extended to the still
poorer layers of the popylation. (Ris-
ing prices, and a multitude of other
devices are already taking their toll
in poor man’s income.)

The accounts of the bill tell us
that “Corporation income taxes will
be increased slightly.” This slight
increase in corporation taxes, is es-
pecially interesting in view of the
report which “shocked” the Senate
Naval Affairs Committee, to the effect
that $1,000,000,000 worth of ship-
building contracts have already been
placed on the cost-plus- 10-per-cent

hams .Snnple arlthmetm ShOWS the -

minimum profit on these transactions
to be a round $100,000,000. But the
cost-plus method for figuring profits
has become notorious for the prof-
iteering it permitted in the last war.
“Cost of productions” can be made
to cover a multitude of profits.

Presumably to forestall a protest
from the publiec, the Senate Naval
Commitiee is recommending a re-
duction to a cost-plus-7-per-cent bas-
is on future contracts. The cost-plus
basis being a very roomy one, it
may even be made to accommodate
the supposed 3% reduction.

Bosses Are Heard

The debate on this guestion before
the aforementioned committee af-
forded an illuminating commentary
upon American democracy and upon
the patriotism of the bosses. The
latter were well represented by Fred
Eaton and Sidney Krause, both mem-
. bers of the boss class and of the
president’s exclusive Defense Ad-
visory Commission. They were not
enthusiastic about LIMITING profits
to 7%, saying that the limitation
would tend to make the manufac-
turers “less eager” ito cooperate in
the necessary production of war
materials. The Naval Affairs Com-
mittee “compromised” by voting to
GUARANTEE 7% and not LIMIT
the profits to 7%.

If any members of the $2,000 mar-

- sions.

ried income group and the $800 sin-
gle income group appeared before
the Congressional committees’ on
taxation to state their.case against
being taxed, not a word was said
about it. Of course, none were pres-
ent. How “eager” these groups are
to cooperate does not seem to mat-
ter. They can be handled effectively
by compulsory military training
laws, by conscription, or by being
treated as “fifth columnists.” *

The “eagerness” of the bosses to
cooperate is being kept at a high
pitch by the incentive of unprece-
dented profits without heavy taxes.
The House and Senate Committees
refused to recommend (in an addi-
tional tax bill they are discussing)
an amendment imposing certain ex-
cess profits proposed by Senator La-
Follette. However, these committees
with great speed recommended to
further increase the tax on cigar-
ettes and to include theatre admis-
In the bill already passed,
1% more per gallon was placed on
gasoline, and other consumer goods
are taxed.

Thus the trend is clear. Plus the
other hardships that war is inflict-
ing on the masses, they will suffer
from direct taxation, and the pur-
chasing power of the dollar will be

. lowered even more by taxes on

what they buy. For the bosses it
‘will be an entirely different story,

7 N

You Are Free
‘When...

Listen, workers, you want to fight
for democracy because democracy
means freedom —

Ain't you free?

Of course you are. You are free
to get up at six or starve to death.
You are free to vote Republican or
Democrat, and get hooked either
way. You are free to work if you
can get work. You are free to pay

- the landlord if you've got dough to

pay him. You are free to eat if you
got cash or credit. You aren't free
if some one else can tell you you'll
work or can't work. _
You aren't free if you have to
choose between boloney and porter-
house steak (with the porterhouse
running a bad second).
You aren’t free when you' have to
beg some one to hire your labor.
You will only be free when you
own ‘the means whereby you live.
You will only be free when you
own the farms—the factories—the
mines—the mills. You are free when
the public is your boss—and don’t
you forget that you are the public.

St. Louis Worker

Shachtman on
Last Lap of
Speaking Tour

At the first of several meetings
arranged in Los Angeles for Max
Shachtman, national secretary of the
Workers Party, who is now on a
nation-wide speaking tour, close to
150 people Heard the revolutionary
answer to the war-mongers and
witch-hunters, That so large an audi-
ence turned out to hear the Workers

_Party spokesman is a tribute to the

fine work done by the branch mem-
bers—accomplished in the face of a
rabid campaign against labor organ-
izations. We have already reported ,
in LABOR ACTION the steps taken
by the District Attorney, the Associ-
ated Farmers, and all those others
who constitute the real fifth column
against.Jabor and democracy in this,
country. ‘Novother city has yet had-:
to’ withstaid as vicious, and encom-
passing a drive as had Los Angeles.

Shachtman, now on the last lap of
his tour, the largest undertaken by
a spokesman for the revolutionary
position in many years, has had an
unusually successful series of meet--
ings. In San Francisco, Shachtman
spoke at a fair-sized meeting which
was prevented from being larger by
a last minute change in the arrange-
ments. At the last moment, the pro-
prietors of the hall in which the
meeting was originally scheduled,
denied the use of the place to our
branch which was then compelled
to seek another hall and issue new
publicity. In Oakland, where close
to fifty tickets had been sold in ad-
vance, over sixty workers were in
attendance. They responded to the
speaker’s remarks with fine enthusi-
asm and warmth.

In addition to the public meetings,
Shachtman has been holding many
meetings with- the branch members:
Social activities of one kind or an-
other have also been held in con-
nection with his visit to the differ- .
ent cities, and money has been ralsed
for the party fund.

TOUR SCHEDULE

MAY 16—JULY 20, 1940

City " Date
AUSTIN July 2
HOUSTON July 3
ST BOUIS e v e July 7, 8
STREATOR July 9
CHICAGO __.;_July 10, 11, 12
LOUISVILLE ____ July 13
COLUMBUS July 14
AKRON _ July 15
PITTSBURGH ... e July 16,
WASHINGTON, D.C. July 17
READING July 18
ALLENTOWN: - July 19

PHILADELPHIA - . July 20

Spread Strike
To Honolulu

NEW YORK, June 24—Twenty-five
radio workers, the entire force sta-
tioned at Honolulu, struck in sym-
pathy with the: 800 locked-out em=-
ployees of the Radio Corporation of
America. Foreign  remittance men
also struck. Mass plcket lines are
being maintained at all company
centers, as the lock-out went into its
second week,

The company continued to refuse
to negotiate with the American Com-
munications Association, CIO, the
legally elected bargaining agent of
the men. ;

A  “back to work” movement,
started by the company, was charace
terized by Mervyn Rathbone, Presi-
dent of the Unien, as a failure.
Locked-out RCA workers reaffirmed
their intention to win a collective
bargaining - agreement beiore return=
ing to wurk.
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—freedom to THINK a3’

OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
THE WAR

1. Not .a'mau, not a cent for Wﬁu Street’s
war. All war funds to the unemployed.

2, For a rising scale of wages to meet
increasing cost of living. Thirty Thirty
—830 weekly minimum wage—30-
hour weekly maximum for all workers.

3. Expropriate the Sixty Families. For
Government ownership and workers
control of all war industries—avia-
tion, steel, chemicals, railroads, public
utlities, etc.

4. Against both imperialist war camps.
For the Third Camp of World Labor
and the Colonial Peoples.

5. Let the people vote on war. For the
right of youth to vote at the age of

6. Abolish secret diplomacy. Open the
files of the State Department.

7. Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
' tory outside the United States. Free
the colonies. Hands off Latin America.

8. Against compulsory military training
and conscription,

9, For the defense of civil liberties and
workers’ rights. Stop the persecution
of aliens. Against the M-Day Plans
and war-time dictatorship.

10. For full social, economic and political
equality for Negroes. End discrimin-
ation against Negroes in industry and

trade unions.
11,
12,

For an independent Labor Party.

For Workers’ Defense Guards against
Fascist and vigilante attacks.

.13. No confidence in the Roosevelt gov-
ernment. For a workers’ government

and a people’s army.

-14. For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Ameri-
cas, for the Socialist United States of
Europe, and for the World Socialist

Federation.

On Civil Liberties

There is still a great deal of difference
between Hitler-fascism and Roosevelt-
“"democracy.” Trades unions are still al-
lowed to function in this country; we still
possess some very important democratic
liberties. Only a fool would fail to see that.

But it would be a greater fool who failed:

to see the unmistakeable signs of “‘pro-
gress’’ towards totalitarianism.

The freedom of man to speak and as-
sociate as he wishes was one of those
principles for which the American colon-
ists fought the British Crown A man’s

(e
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never questioned—not here, not in any
country based on what little democracy
boss rule has allowed. That is to say, it
was not questioned in modern times until
Mussolini and Hitler came along. Under
these gentlemen it did indeed become a
crime to think at all.

Now comes the' WPA order compelling
all individuals working on WPA to state,
under threat of being fired for the wrong
answer, that they are neither Nazis, Bund-
ists, Communists, Trotskyists or 'adher-
ents of any of the revolutionary splinter
groups. Note: these individuals are not
being tested on their ability to work, nor
on their diligence, nor on their actions.
They are being tested solely for their
views. Is this —

‘The American

System?

Yes, unfortunately, it is fast becoming
part of the American system. Elsewhere
in this issue we publish another in the
series of articles on the suppression of
vital liberties. Read the facts carefully.
For labor must pay close heed to this!

The boss class did not concede labor
those liberties that it now enjoys. The
right to vote, the right to organize—these
and others were wrested from the boss
governments over years of bitter struggle.
Unions were built in defiance of the bosses
and their government agents. Poll _taxes
were for the most part similarly abolished
(for the most part—because a large sec-
tion of the population is still subject to
them.) Every democratic gain was won
the hard way—in sacrificing, organized
struggle against Ludlow massacres and
frameups.

These rights and liberties they -now
seek to take away from us. Democracy

“he WIShE.'S was’

in any real sense doesn’t fit into the
scheme of things any longer. The next
order of business is WAR—war to glut
the pockets of the profit-makers. And to
wage that war, to fight the totalitarian
nations on the military and economic
front, they are gradually totalitarianizing
this country.

But just as the people were in the past
“able to win those liberties that are men-

aced, can they now defend them. Above
all, is this the —

Job of the Unions

Organized labor must act TODAY. To-
morrow, with a totalitarian base olready
layed, it will be too late.

Liberty is a precious thing—even that
caricature of liberty under which we
live. Allow the slightest encroachment,
and before long all of it will be destroyed.
That is what happened in Germany. That
is what happened in France.

Under the excuse of resisting fascism,
our liberties are being whittled away one
by one. To that, labor must rise in forth-
right answer: /. , . fascism must be fought
and defeated, but we ourselves, through
our own organized might, our unions, will
do that. Fascism cannot be fought by tot-
alitarian dismissals on WPA. It cannot
be fought by those who stand opposed to
labor. Labor will take into its own hands
the fight against fascism. And in so doing,
it will crack every last blow at union
standards or civil rights.”’

Beyond that lies the road of real liber-

ty. In the fight against totalitarianism, in

' the fight for greater freedom, labor must
look forward to creating a system where

liberty is not paper-deep—where liberty

means emancipation from boss tyranny,

and wage slavery, where liberty equals—
SOCIALISM!
a .

Negro “Patriotism”

Speaking before a Chicago conference
on Employment Problems of the Negro,
Lawrence Oxley, a Negro army officer in

the: last-war, said that-if Negroes are not -

given jobs they. “may become the nucleus
of fifth column maneuverings.” Oxley
also informed his audience that although
Negroes were "innately patriotic and loy-
al under ordinary circumstances, are none-
theless susceptible to un-American prop-
aganda when the conditions under which
they live foster such a change.”

What does Oxley mean by Negroes
being “innately patriotic under ordinary
circumstances?’’ When was the time in
this country when Negroes could be in-
nately patriotic and loyal? What are “or-
dinary circumstances’ for Negroes? Could
they be “innately patriotic and loyal”
during and after the last war when they
were being jim-crowed and lynched to
help make the world safe for democracy?

Does Oxley or any other Negro: leader
believe that his race—which is pushed
into the gutter, which is spit upon, con-
tinually degraded and made to under-
stand that it has no counhtry—can pos-
sibly be patriotic and loyal? Loyal to what?
Patriotic for what? Loyal to Roosevelt'who
hasn’t said one word in support of the
Anti-Lynching Bill? Loyal to his support-
ers in the Democratic Party whose hands
are red with the blood of countless Negro
victims of the mob? Loyal to the Repub-
lican Party scoundrels whose indifference
to Negro rights is exceeded only by their
pious hypocrisy? Loyal to the boss system
of oppression and poverty?

And what is this “fifth column’’ rub-
bish in relation to the Negro? The Work-

- ers Party advocates and struggles for poli-

tical, social and economic equality for
Negroes. We say to Negraes: carry on
this fight in peace time and war time.
We say to Negroes and all éther workers:
your main enemy is right here in the
United States. Here is where you are dis-
franchised, segregated and lynched. Be-
gin your struggle against the main enemy.
Do your fighting here.

The “Democrats’” Act: (3) To
Destroy Labor’s Standards

In this,” the third of a series of
articles LABOR ACTION is pre-
senting on Roosevelt’s blitzkrieg drive
toward a totalitarian state, the wide-
spread anti-labor moves of the Fed-
eral government are reviewed.

[ J
By WILLIAM PETERSEN

The current attack on labor by
FDR and his FBI boys did not begin
last week, More than a year ago; in
preparation for the war that had not
yet started, important steps were
taken against various unions, and by
implication against the working class
in general.

For example, in the Fansteel case,
sit-down strikes were. declared il-
legal, and a broad path was opened
for the evasion of all New Deal
labor legislation. The Supreme Court
admitted that the company had used
illegal union-busting tactics, but be-
cause the workers had staged a sit-
down—had also behaved “illegally”
—the company got off scot free. A
sign was hung out: "lnv1tat.10n to the
Frame-up.”

In another very important decision,
a lower court awarded the Apex
Hosiery Company damages of almost
three-quarters of a million dollars
against the union. Based on the pro-
hibition of restraint of trade in the
Sherman Act, which was passed in
the 1890's, the decision pointedly ig-
nored the 1914 Clayton Act, which

Our Readers

specifically exempted trade unions
from this prohibition. Only this
month the Supreme Cpurt reversed
this decision, but it was made clear
that the general principle of the
lower court was held correct: “We
must regard the question whether
labor unions are to some extent and
in some circumstances subject to the
(Sherman) act as settled in the af-
firmative.” In other words, under
certain circumstances, not defined by
the Court,‘\a union can be put into
bankruptf:y after every strike.

MANY BLOWS

In the little more than a year since
these two decisions, labor has suf-
fered many blows. It was told that
it could not strike against the gov-
ernment, and in Minneapolis some
32 militants were arrested for doing
so. The FBI acted against a whole
series of unions, beginning with the
powerful Teamsters. One state after
another—Oregon, Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin, New Jersey—passed vVicious anti-
labor laws. But it took the f{fifth
column hysteria of the past month to
set the Roosevelt Reaction in full
stride. Such semi-fascist groups as
the Associated Farmers in California
welcomed a new excuse to beat up
union organizers and led in the or-
ganization of patriotic anti-fifth-
columnists.

Three bits of proposéd legislation
in the mass that has been offered

TJake the Floonr.

REPORTS A TYPICAL
THOMAS SPEECH

Dear Editor:

Norman Thomas, Socialist Party
spokesman, addressed a large meet-
ing on June 19 on the question of
America and the war.

Throughout his speech, Thomas
took great care to make it clear that
his heart is with the Allies, and
that he favors “adequate national
defense” for this country.

Though Mr. Thomas opposes Roose-
velt’s conscription drive, he 'stated
that “I have the highest respect for
men who as individuals volunteer to
fight in Europe.” Among the reasons
he gave for opposing American entry
into the war in_ Europe was: “If

~would- bé monsterous folly for a na-

tion as unprepared as ours tovthrow
itself into war at this time!  The
audience was left to speculate as to
whether the Socialist Party is;mere-
ly waiting til®? the U.S. is better
prepared before it declares 1tself for
intervention. .

Mr. Thomas attacked the govern-
ments’ use of the “Trojan horse” and
“fifth column” scares to hamstring
American labor and blackout civil
liberties in preparation for war.
However, he left this point hanging
in the air by demanding effective
detective work to find ‘spies,” with-
out clearly defining “detective work”
or “spies.”

The general impression left with
the audience was that though Thom-
as and the Socialist Party oppose
American participation in the war,
they are leaving a broad avenue
open to giving the government criti-
cal support in a war for “hemisphere
defense.” Larry O’Connor
Pittsburgh, Pa,

This Writer Is Way Off the Mark
Editor:

What we need to discover is some
kind of psychological thought which
will find a way of eradicating the
wish for war. There should be some
way of immunizing the thought of
people against any wish for war.
Nothing seems to stop them now.

The voice against war is the voice
of human reason and the voice of
true humanity., Let us go into a
philosophical study of the nature of
man to find out why he rejects the
best wisdom you and I can offer
while he follows after the war-
monger. Some stray thought we may
have might be a key to munumzmg
man against war.

Yours,
C.P,
Chicago.

We're afraid that you are all
wrong. The wish for war is confined
to insane asylums and profit-makers.
The great mass of people wants war
so little, is so overwhelmingly against
war that the war-mongers must re-
sort to the most brazen lies and
demagogy. Note the Gallup polls. If
the masses are “won over” to war it
will not be because of their bad
“psychology”; it will more likely be
because of the terrific pressure of
false propaganda—and terror against
those who resist. Were wars the re-
sult of “psychology” it would be a
relatively simple matter to fight it.
Unfortunately, wars are the result
of forces quite independent of any-
one’s “psychology”—they are the re-
sult of a system of greed and profit
which requires war for its susten-
ance. — Ed.

Progressives WinFoodElection

NEW YORK—For the first'time in three years the Stalinist machine in
the Cafeteria Employees Union, Local 302 has gone down to defeat in the
special presidential election held this week. Bill Kincheloe, one of the found-
ers of the progressive movement in the local, running as the candidate of
the United Orange Ticket received 240{) votes, defeating Costas Dritsas who

received 2,150 votes.

The special election was caused by the resignation of President Mesevich,
now manager of the New York Joint Board. Mesevich, whose Culinary
Trades Unity €lub had been aligned in a coalition administration with the
Stalinists, had seen his group fall apart during the last six months as the
Opposition grew. Finally, during the last few days before the election, the
membership of the Club repudiated some of their leading officials by voting
to endorse Kincheloe. On Election Day, Mesevich campaigned for the Orange
Ticket. All through the election campaign, old timers, who had never before
supported the progressives, flocked to their banner and campaigned for

Kincheloe.

The Stalinists put everything they had into the campaign. Never in the
history of the local did any group spend so much money and effort on an
election campaign. Dritsas was their strongest posible candidate, the only
Stalinist in the union with even a slight chance of winning—because of his
Greek nationality, and because he had organized the 1000 workers of the
Exchange Buffet chain into an efficient voting block in the two years that
he was their business agent. With his failure the Stalinist machine in the
local is broken, and the prospect of a clean sweep for the Orange Ticket in
the general elections six months from now seems assured.

The Local 302 victory is the second progressive victory in three weeks.
Three weeks ago, in Local 325, the Brooklyn Cooks and Countermans
Union, the Stalinists were swept out of office. Here, a spontaneous rank
and file revoll arose—there was no long struggle to build a progressive
movement.. It is hoped that the new officials in Local 325 will follow truly

progressive, militant policies.

since Hitler marched into Holland,
are worthy of special attention. These
are the Hoffman bill concerning
strikes in war industries and the
moves to alter or repeal the Walsh-
Healey and the Wagner Labor Rela-
tions Acts.

When the Kearney shipyard work-
ers struck for a ten-cent hourly
raise they started a storm of protest
in Congress that left no question how
much longer the gentlemen there
would tolerate such strikes. Georgia’s
Cox thought the strike “tantamount
to treason.” Secretary of the Navy
Edison, in milder but also more re-
sponsible terms, said, “We cannot
afford to have trouble of this sort
in these times.”

Representative Hoffman of Michi-
gan did more than add to the gen-
eral denunciation: he offered a bill
requiring workers in factories pro-
ducing “anything” for defense pur-
poses to sign contracts outlawing
strikes. There is little likelihood that
this particular bill will pass, but it
is nonetheless important as a straw
in the wind.

' STRIKE-BREAKING

When the United Autorpot:ﬁe
Workers Union threatened a strike
against the Timken-Detroit Axle
Company, War Secretary Woodring
sent his representative out to Ohio
to help the boss beat the strike.
Lewis has announced that the CIO
intends to organize the aircraft in-
dustry, and if he does make the at-
tempt it is certain that the drive will
not even begin without clashes with
the government. On the other side,
in testifying for the Vinson navy ex-
pansion bill (which has since been
scrapped as inadequate), Admiral
Samuel M. Robinson, coordinator of
ship construction, called for uping
workers’ hours from 40 to 48.

Naval officials have supported the
move to repeal the Walsh-Healy Act,

* providing for a maximum 40 hour

week in companies working under
government contract, and requiring
that these corporations pays their
workers not less than the “prevailing
minimum wages” hs determined by
the U.S. Secretary of Labor. In the
steel industry, for example, a mini-
mum wage of 60 cents an hour has
been established under this law. If
the act is repealed this rate can be
reduced to the 30 ecent hourly mini-
mum provided for in the Wages
and Hours Act.

REVISING NLRA

But the most important of the
current moves .is: ‘the projected re-
vision of the: National Labor Rela-
tions Act. This has not quite been
the magna carta of labor, as one
liberal called it, but it has given im-
portant assistance to organization
drives of every union. The so-called
amendiments, introduced by Virgin-
ia’s arch-reactionary Smith and pass-
ed in the House by 258 to 129, are
not revisions; they wipe out the total
effect of the law.

The new law would be adminis-
fered by one man, assisted by a three-
man bi-partisan committee with
judicial powers only. The adminis-
trator, subject to more rigid control
than a group, would direct investi-
gations and prosecute complaints be-
fore the board. Decisions would be
made by a preponderance of evi-
dence, rather than by substantial
evidence as under the existing law.
“So far as practicable,” the board's
procedure would be wrapped in the
red tape of legal rules of evidence.

There could be only one election
in a plant in one year, and the boss
as well as the workers could peti-

tion for an election. Thus at the be- |

ginning of :an organizational drive,
the employer could call for an elec-
tion and be safe for the next year.
Before the elections, the bosses are
given full rights to circulate their
views among their employees, pro-
vided such acts are not accompanied
by “coercion, intimidation, discrimi-
nation, or threats.”

Other still more reactionary fea-
tures are introduced. Sit-down strikes
are in affect outlawed. Employers
can refuse to bargain with aliens
acting as union spokesmen. A twelve
month limit is set on back pay for
reinstated employees who are fired
in violation of the National Labor
Relations Act.

This bill is supported by William
Green, after a last minute deal with
Congressman Smith. He got a few
minor concessions for the defense of
the sectional interests of craft unions,
and helped put over the bill which
is directed as much against the AFL
unions as those of the CIO.

The CIO is conducting a drive in
all unions, including locals of the
AFL, for resolutions expressing op-
position to the destruction of ex-
isting labor legislation now being
undertaken in Congress. All mili-
tant workers should support this
campaign for defense of workers'
standards and union rights.

MASS MEETING

Opening the National Convention of the
Young Peoples Socialist League—4th Int’|

MAN HATTAN PLAZA (Air-conditioned) 66 East 4th Street, New._ York

Friday, July 5,

1940 o

8:15 PM. o
AUSPICES: Workers Party and Young Peoples Socialist Leogue 4th Internatlonal

Admission 15¢

iMON NOILJIHOSNOD IHDIA

Hear:

NATHAN GOULD

N.Y. City Organizer, W.P.

IRVING HOWE

Editor, Challenge of Youth

IRVING BERN

National Secretary, Y.P.S.L.

Is the Lovestone
Group Going to

Back the Allies?

Is the Lovestone Group going to support the
Allies in the present war? Already their leading

‘union spokesman, Charles Zimmerman, manager

of Local 22 ILGWU, at the recent International

- convention, voted in favor of the majority pro-

Ally resolution, calling for support of Roosevelt's
fraudulent “short of war” aid to Anglo-Frecnh
imperialism.

The Workers Age, while maintaining silence
on Zimmerman's action, comments editorially on
the convention resolution.

“With all its entirely proper denunciation of
the totalitarian dictators and declaration of sym-
pathy for the Allies, even with all its expressions
of confidence—misplaced, in our opinion—in the
President's foreign policy, the convention . . .
might at least have repeated the stirring declar-
ation of William Green that the United States
should remain out of war.” (June 22—Qur Em-
phasis).

In endorsing the convention’s “declaration of
sympathy for the Allies”, the editorial implicity
takes issue with the minority position which
condemned both camps in the war. It merely
commends that section of the minority report
which opposed American involvement in the war.

While Zimmerman supported the pro-war
resolution, other Lovestoneite delegates voted
for the minority anti-war resolution introduced
by Louis Nelson, manager of the Knitgoods Work-
ers Union. But apparently neither expressed the
official viewpoint of the Lovestone group...

AN “IN-BETWEEN"” POSITION

The Lovestone group, which in recent years
has given uncritical support to the middle class
isolationist movement led by the La Follettes
and Wheelers, is now seeking to develop an “in-
between” position: against Roosevelt's program
of involving the U.S. in the war and for “sym-
pathy” with the Allies.

If such sympathy has any practical political
meaning it signifies support of Anglo-French
imperialism in the present war; and this regard-
less of eloquent criticisms of the imperialist
democracies. As yet, the Lovestoneites have not
drawn this logical conclusion.

However, in the current Workers Age. Jay
Lovestone and Will Herberg each initiate the
first of a series of discussion articles re-exam-
ining the revolutionary socialist position on the
war. Herberg finds that an “allied victory (is)
far preferable” io a Fascist victory but does

not state what practical consequences follow. '

Lovestone rediscovers quotations from Marx and
Engels (on the Franco-Prussian War)—the same
quotations used by the German Social Democrats
in the last war to justify their social patriotic
position—and suggests that since a German Fas-
cist victory will destroy for a long time the
possibilities of working class revolution, it is
necessary to support the Allies today.

Though these are the first articles in their
re-evaluation, and they therefore have not stated

their full conclusions, the leaders of the Love- .

sone gtoup &re moving towards -open suppnrt of.
the Allies. Will the ranks follow?

(On another occasion we will discuss the
Lovestone and Herberg series in detail.)

50,000 Informers

The 1941 Federal Emergency Relief Appro-
priations Act bars “aliens, communists, and
members of any Nazi Bund organization” from
WPA employment. Lieut. Col. Brehon: B. Somer-
vell, director of WPA in. NYC assures us that
Communists include members of the “splinter
groups” in the labor movement. We are correct
in assuming that “Nazi Bund organization” does
not include native American fascists: Coughlin-
ites, ‘silver-shirters, vigilantes, etc.

There seems to be, according to Lieut. Col.
B. B. Somervell, some difficulty in spotting the
“subversive elements” They tried to conceal
their rea} views and affiliations—like some
presidential candidates and congressmen. The -
FBI, the NYC police, the WPA Investigation
Bureau are, evidently, not enough to ferret them *
out.

Through the medium of the press he invites .
50,000 “responsible individuals” to write him
letters in regard to the individual “subversive
elements” on WPA. The letters must be signed
and their authors must be motivated by the
highest ideals. No grudge letters will be con-
sidered. Whoever heard of the FBI or WPA In-
vestigation Unit ever giving credence to an
anonymous letter?

And if the evidence showing that an indivi-
dual is a “Communist, etc.” is not conclusive? No
possibility has escaped Lieut. Col. B. B. Somer-
vell. He admits himself competent to “function
as the court of last resort in determining wheth-
er a person entertained subversive views.” His
modesty is almost discernible,

We are cheered to learn that “subversive
elements” dismissed from lucrative WPA jobs
may be eligible for relief. Last year it was nec- S
essary to give half the .aliens dropped from
WPA home relief! Commissioner William Hod-

. son, NYC Department of Welfare regrets that

“There is nothing in' the Public Welfare Law
that would permit us to discriminate against
Communists or Nazis or any otber group.”
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