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Of Steel Industry
Cracked By C.I.O.

United States Steel’s Huge Subsidiary Agrees
To Recognize CIO For Bargaining

PITTSBURGH, Penn. —
steel’s ruthless dictatorship o
at last drawing to an end. Fo

The bloody half century of
ver the lives of its workers is
llowing the recognition of the

Committee for Industrial Organization by Carnegie-Illinois

Steel Corporation, largest su
companies began signing up

bsidiary of U. S. Steel, other
in rapid succession.

Allegheny Steel Corporation, fire-eating independent,

agreed to confer with the CIO Steel$

Workers Organizing Committee and
Blaw Knox Steel signed the U. S.
Steel basic contract for five sub-
sidiary plants. Spang Steel is com-
pleting negotiations with the SW-
OC. Apollo Steel said it would sign
and Braeburn Steel settled a two-
weeks strike.

The break in the solid front of
steel came when Carnegie-Illinois
recognized. the SWOC as bargain-
ing agency for employes belonging
to the Amalgamated Association of
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers. The
company agreed to a wage increase
of 10 cents an hour for common
labor, establishment of $5 as the
daily wage, and equitable adjust-
ment of other classifications effee-
tive March 16.

INDUSTRIAL UNION VICTORY
Union leaders predicted that the

entire steel industry with its 525,-

000 workers would be organized
without resorting to strike aection.

The contract with Carnegie-Il-
linois came after a two-dayy con-

ference in which representatives of
the company met with John L.
Lewis, chairman of the CIO, and
Phillip Murray, chairman of the
SWOC. Lewis revealed that he had
been in secret conferences with
Myron C. Taylor, chairman of the
board of U. . Steel upon a num-
ber of occasions recently in New
York and*:Washington.

SPURTS ‘UNION OROANI!ATIDN

. Following’ the #uto victory, the

m&mﬁﬁ ae Ag:
vance ' of union organiza;tfon,and
forces a-heavy shift' of*balance in|5¢
the A. F. of L.-CIO struggle toward
the groups favoring the -industrial
union form of organization. Wil-
liam Green, president of the Ameri-

- $— —<

'AFL Advice

Desperate officials of steel
company unions telegraphed
urgently to the American Fed-
eration of Labor for help in
their fight against the C.1.0.

Bill Green thought it over,
decided it wise to décline.

John P. Frey, head of the
Metal Trades Department,
leaped at this opportunity to
advise the steel workers and
rushed from his padded swivel
chair in Washington to the
Carnegie-lllinois plant at Pitts-
burgh.

The company union officials
held a war council. Frey sage-
ly advised them, “Split your-
selves up into crafts, then the
A. F. of L. can save you from
the C.1.0.”

The officials shook thelr
heads In disappointment.
“‘Even loyal workers know you
can’t organize stesl on craft
lines.”

Frey returned hastily to his
padded swivel chair In Wash-
ington.
< —<

can Federation of Labor, was re-
ported at Coshocton, Ohio, as ad-
mitting that the establishment of
the 40-hour week in steel is mak-
fng “very decided progress.”

“The 40-hour work week in steel,
with the stipulation that time and
one-half will be paid for overtime,
represents definite social and eco-
nomic progress,” he said.

“It will be accepted with hearty
approval by working men and wo-
men employed in all lines of in-
dustry.

“It is significant that the inaugu-
ration of the 40-hour week with in-
creases in wages for those em-
ployed in steel manufacturing
plants was publicly announced by
the officials of 13 steel companies
simultaneously. The 40-hour work
week in steel will enable the steel
companijes to comply with the
standard requirements of the
Walsh-Healy act.

“That will mean that the Gov-
ernment’s very large naval con-
struction program, which was tem-
porarily halted, can now go for-
ward without interruption, and in-
creased employment for thousands
of workers in naval construction
and in shipbuilding yards.”

The Carnegie-Illinois Company is-
sued an official statement that
clarified its position in relation to
the contract. Emphasis was placed
on the privilege of the company to
deal with other “employe groups”
than those belonging to the CIO
union.

emaﬁds

WILLIAM GREEN
DEEPENS SPLIT
WITHIN A.F, OF L.

Orders Local Bodies ‘Purge’
Themselves of C. 1. O.
Affiliates

SACRAMENTO—Aid to William
Green’s splitting campaign against
the C.1.0. was pledged by the execu-
tive committee of the California

here Sunday.

Green’s moves against the C.I.O.
on & national scale forced the
showdown and Edward Vandeleur,
Secretary-Treasurer of the Federa-
tion, stated, “We felt we must take
a position and our position is to
support the Ameriesn Federation of
Labor.”

The split in the American Fed-
eration of Labor continued to
broaden as the reactionary craft
bureaucracy opened a campaign
combatting the forceful drive of the
Committee for, Industrial Organiza
tion. 2

Frightened by e - tremendoul
gains of industrial unfonism, Wil
liam: Gréeen,  president of the A. F.

'

\ 60, ta ‘purge th
o un s “affillated “te the
C.I.O. At the same time a confer-
ence was called in' Washington of
50 organizers to devise means of
protecting craft jurisdictional
rights - in industries demanding to
be organized. ;

Stormy debate, and in many
places, open rebellion, followed the
order to split the central bodies.
In Columbus, Ohio, Francis: J. Dil-
lon, ,representative of Green and
once ‘foisted uponthe auto work-
ers’ union as their “leader,” re-
voked the charter of the local Fed-
eration of Labor for indorsing the
strike against General Motors. Five
C.I.O. unions were suspended from
the Cleveland Federation, after bit-
ter opposition from a strong minor-
ity. In San Francisco the Central
Labor Council moved to file the
letter, thus ignoring the c<ommand
to remove C.I.O. unions.

(Continued on Page 2)
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State Federation of Labor in session |

of L, orderﬁd all state and city

“rers,

clashes between fascist and work- |
erg’ forces in France, a new stage
is opened in the élass-struggle in
France. The main outbreak came
in Clichy where the workers pro-
tested government tolerance of
fascist demonstrations. More than
150 were wounded, 6 killed.

The action of thé Blum govern-
ment in this new crisis was typical
of its whole policy. Too closely
bound up with the ‘capitalist class
to destroy fascism, it deals all its
blows against the rising workers’
movement that seeks to put an end
to the fascist danger. Under the
pressure and the rising mass senti-
ment for action against fascists,
the-trade unions in Paris declared a
4-hour general strike in protest
against the fascist murder .of six
workers. More than 2,000,000
workers participated in the protest
strike, completely paralyzing all in-

dustrial and commercial activity.

assuming definite revolutionary
character. The impotence of the
Blum regime becomes clearer with
each new event. Inevitably the
working class must break through
the straight jacket of the People’s
Front, which ties them to the capi-
talist class and nourishes the
growth of the fascist movement.

In spite of the myth that fascism
has been definitely defeated in
France, the workers see thé fascist
movement growing and armlng it
self under the very nose of “the
People’s Front government. -~ With
the bitter lesson of Spain before
them, they seek to take indepen-
dent action to wipe out the alarm-
ing growth of fascist forces. In the
recent combat the workers  found
that they had to deal not only with
the armed fascists but with the po-
lice apparatus of Blum, which was
sent immediately to the scene of
the struggle to ‘“quell the riot.”

The movement of the workors is [

gin

o

These recent armed; struggles are
undoubtedly the prelude to a great-
er intensification of the conflict

"section.

TEXTIILE MILLS
LISTED AS NEXT
DRIVE OF G. 1. 0,

Workers Revolting Against
Vicious Speed Up;
Low Wages

WASHINGTON.—Organization of
the million and a quarter workers
in the textile industry is the next
major goal of the Committee for
Industrial Organization, according
to plans drafted at a meeting of
heads of the Committee and lead-
ers of the United Textile Workers’
union.

The establishment of a Textile
Workers’ Organizing Committee,
similar in purpose to the Steel
Workers’ Organizing Committee
functioning in the steel industry,
has been completed through agree-
ment with the United Textile Work-
and an intensive campaign
throughout the far-flung mills and
shops of the industry is to be start-
ed immediately.

CONDITIONS WORSE

Since the fiasco of the great tex-
tile strike during the days of NRA,
when Roosevelt perpetrated his
first sell-out on organized labor,
conditions in the textile mills have
grown steadily worse with the speed-
up and improved machinery cutting
into the wages of labor. Revolt
against the intolerable conditions
is growing among the workers,
largely unorganized, and TWOC
leaders are hard put to restrain
workers from taking action until
a more propitious moment.

The textile drive is assuming
first rank in the plans of the CIO,
and is considered the key to fur-
ther success for the Committee on
a national scale. The organiza-
tional setup is being considered
carefully, with leaders drawing on
experlience derived from the steel
and auto- drives. The country is
to be divided into eight to 12 sec-
tors with a chief organizer in each
Each section will be di-
vided . into sub-districts. with paid |
and volunteér organizers working’
in the field. It is estlmated that
when the campaign. gets into full
swing " there will be several thou-|-
sand volunteer organizers assisting
the 350 to 400 pdid workers.

between the two basic forces in
France today, fascism and the
workers’ movement. In the coming
months each new clash, each street
fight, each fascist encroachment on
workers’ organizations, will pose
the question of workers’ pawer as
the burning neécessity of the day.
With . the workers’ gains of the
July strike wave almost completely
wiped out by the rising cost of liv-
ing in the new capitalist offensive,
the workers will not stop at endless
compromise with their class enemy,
but . will necessarily ecarry the
‘struggle to its next stage.

French imperialism, fearing the
rising revolutionary actions of the
masses, is making feverish at-
tempts to suck the workers’ move-
ment into their grandiose war pre-
parations. The shadow of the war

(Continued on Page 2)

Appointed to the TWOC. were
Sidney Hillman, chairman; Thomas
Kennery, United Mine Workers,
secretary-treasurer; Francis Gor-
man, United Textile Workers; Emil

Rieve, hosiery workers; Charles
Weinstein, Amalgamated Clothing
Workers; and T. F. Burns, United:

Rubber Workers. A representative
of the' International Ladies’ Gar-
ment Workers is to be added later.

MAY DAY

All working class organiza-
tions, economic, political and fra-i
ternal, are invited by the Social-
ist Party to celebrate a United
May Day. The first meeting of
the Provisional Committee will
be held Thursday, April 1, 8 p.
m., at International Hall, 236 Van
Ness Ave., San Francisco.

General Strike!
Detroit Reply
To Police Raids

Drive Against Sitdown Strikes Brings Swift

Defensive Action

From 29 Unions

DETROIT, Mich.—A possible general strike threatens
here as Homer Martin, president of the United Auto-
mobile Workers of America, answered the raids of city and
county authorities on sit-down strikers with orders to 29
Detroit unions to prepare for united defense action.

The strike strategy committee of hte UAW A organized

a “minute men’s brigade” to

ALLIANCE BOARD
HITS ROLE OF
0. P. INILLINOIS

Disruptive Tactics Scored in
Strongly Worded
Statement

By MELOS MOST

CHICAGO.—A smashing answer
to Communist Party attempts to
sow dissension in the ranks of the
militant Illinois Workers’ Alliance
was given by the L.W.A. state exe-
cutive board, meeting here March
6, and Ed Parker, state organizer
for the LW.A. who was singled out
for attack by the Daily Worker.

In an indignant resolution, intro-
duced by national Workers Alliance
organizer, Paul Rasmussen, and
adopted by a vote of 8 to 1 after
a two-and-a-half-hour discussion,
the state executive board upheld
the fine work of Ed Parker, and,
declaring that “a non-partisan pol-
icy is absolutely essential to the
welfare and progress of the Work-
ers’ Alliance movement,” resolved
to “condemn the vicious assault
made by the Daily Worker on the

Illmois Workers’ Alliance and its r

recogmzed’ officers and state or-
ganizer in its issue ‘of ‘Mgrch 5.”

1t: declaréd further that -‘“‘such a
campaign as the Communist Party
is now carrying on within the Work-
ers’ Alliance against so-called ‘dis-
rupters’ cannot have any other af-
fect but to cause (real) disrup-
tion.”: *

The resolution concluded by call-
ing on the National Executive
Board to take ‘“vigorous action”
against these splitting efforts of
the C.P, i

EVADE UNITY PLEA

The board’s action was occasion-
ed by an article appearing in the
Daily Worker of the day before, at-
tempting to evade a request from
the Chicago Socialist Party for a
united front May Day demonstra-
tion, by libelling the work of Illi-
nois Socialists.

Under the heading of “Dissen-
gion in Workers’ Alliance” the ar-
ticle attacks the whole state or-
ganization of the I.W.A,, charges
that Socialist L. W.A. organizers are

(Continued on Page 2)

C. P. Starts “Red Scare”
Against Alltance Organizer

Police Run Union Man Out
of Town on C. P.
Tip

By MELOS MOST

CHICAGO.—Being “run out of
town” by cops is not a new experi-
ence for Ed Parker, downstate or-
ganizer for the Illinois Workers’
Alliance. But when this is done on
the crest of a ‘“red scare” delib-
erately started by the Communist
Party, that’s news.

Parker came into Benson, Illinois,
on the evening of February 23, to
address a meeting of an unemployed
““‘company union,” the “WPA Work-
ers Union,” after receiving a letter
signed by three rank and file mem-
bers asking him to appear. He was

told him to “clear out of town,”
and forced him to do so. This was
nothing new for Ed.

Immediately the “Benton Evening
News,” a reactionary paper con-
trolled by local mine owners, began
a running attack on Parker, cul-
minating in an editorial on Feb-
ruary 26 calling him “an undeniable
‘Red’ organizer.” This set Parker
thinking.

He finally asked a reporter from
that paper where they had learned
about his politics. When he heard
the source, he was astonished. The
name mentioned was that of a local
Communist Party leader!

Now he has found out that the
Benson state’s attorney’s office was
also told he was a “red” by a mem-
ber of that Party. Well, says Ed,

met by two deputy sheriffs, who

we all live and learn.

Oakland S. P,
Opens Large
Headquarters

The Oakland Branch of the So-
cialist Party has moved to new
headquarters at 432-10th Street in
Oakland and as a part of its gen-
eral ' educational program an-
nounces the holding of Open For-
ums to be held each Friday.

The teachings of Marx and Le-
nin and the lessons to be learned
from historical events will be dis-
cussed by speakers trained in the
struggle of the working-class.

Comrades and friends are urged
to attend and bring their friends.
Do not forget the time and place.
Every Friday evening at 432-10th

Street in Oakland.

Cal. Senate
Turns Down
Tom Mooney

SACRAMENTO, Cal.—Once again
the brutal power of the owners of
California was demonstrated when
the state senate by a vote of 34 to
5 killed the proposal to pardon Tom
Mooney by legislative action.

Although the Assembly “had ap-
proved the pardon, the senate re-
fused to so much as invite Tom
Mooney in to hear him tell his own
story or to hear his attorney,
George T. Davis, present his case
as against Asst. Atty. Gen. William
F. Cleary.

Meanwhile in Washington, D. C.,
Rep. Win. J. Fitzgerald circulated
a petition in Congress urging a Fed-
eral .investigation into reasons for
refusing pardons to Mooney and
Warren K. Billings.

Significant Strike Victory
Brings Complete Union-
ization Closer

MINNEAPOLIS.—In an eight-day
strike which affected some 700
workers of the Northern States
Power Company, the Electrical
Workers’ Union, Local 292, emerged
victorious, with a signed agree-
ment with the company which pro-
vides wage increases amounting in
some cases to 40 per cent, the
average being from 5 to 10 per cent.
Also included are seniority rights,
vacations with pay for workers with
two years standing, and the closed
shop. Hours remain at eight per
day, or 40 hours weekly, with time
and a half for overtime.

The strike was the most impor-

tant and significant since the truck

One More Company Grants
Closed Shop In Minneapolis

strikes of 1934, and paves the way
for the complete unionization of
this industry in the state. The un-
ion will take all workers employed
by the company with the exception
of the office help, and already there
is a drive on by the Stenographers
Union to unionize the office work-
ers which is showing good results.

The contract between the company |-

and the union is a model one, giv-
ing the union the opportunity to
organize the employers of the com-
pany in ten rural areas of Minne-
sota and the northwest. The union
plans to organize these rural areas
immediately.

Track Abandoned
NEW YORK.—1,523 miles of
track were abandoned by U. S.
railway companies during the past
year.

Approval by both houses of Con-
gress of a bill to make acceptance
by seamen of a Certificate of Iden-
tification optional to the vicious
Copeland Fink Book has been as-
sured, according to latest reports.
The House of Representatives has
already passed the bill without one
dissenting vote. The Senate con-
curred and sent the compromise
bill to the President for m's ap-
proval. This means that dvep sea
and inter-coastal sailors can legal-
iy refuse the Fink Book. Sailors
in the coast-wise trade are not im-
mediately affected sirce the Cope-
land Act does not become active 1n
their instance until June 25, 1937.
They can legally refuse both the

(Continued on Page 2)

Copeland Fink Book and the Cer-

o A b e, . 84 e P o, i e S

tificate of Identification until that
date.

This belated concession by Con-
gress comes as a direct result of
1be splendid militancy of the sea-
faring unions in refusing to take
the book. It is procf that the only
way to carry the fight against the
fink book to a successful conclu-
sion is by continued refusal to ac-
cept it and by drawing all the
maritime workers into a militan:
fighting front against the book
which through its optional features
still hangs over their heads.

That this important concession
from Congress has not ended the
fight against the fink book despite
such misleading headlines as
COPELAND FINK BOOK BEATEN

i e i o, s N N S, A it A i I, e M

B e e

CONCESSION GAINED

is shown not only by the optional
feature which leaves an opening for
shipowners and fakers to put over
the book but by preparation of new
legislation which in its labor-smash-
ing viciousness will make the fink
book seem by comparison as harm-
less as a toy popgun.

Seamen must not let themselves
be lulled' by. poisonous propaganda
that the fink book fight is now
ended.

The fink book is optional—but
the shipowners and their govern-
ment hope with the aid of the
Scharrenbergs, Hunters, and other
fakers to clamp the book upon
most of the workers on the East
and Gulf Coasts. Then with this
as .a base, these union smashers

IN COPELAND

will gradually try to move the book
in upon the Pacific Coast men.
The book is optional but there
are plenty of ways of “putting the
heat” upon seamen where unions
are not strong and are under the
control of faker agents of the ship-

‘| owners.

‘While he rejoices over this con-
cession which gives him a fresh toe-
hold in the tough fight against the
book, the seaman must immediately
throw himself into the struggle to
get his brothers on the Gulf and
Atlantic to refuse to take the book.
The seaman knows only too well
that he cannot fight the fink book
forever if the great majority of his
brother seamen are subjected to it.

Especially must the seamen be

wary of the treacherous splitting
tactics of the Stalinites which re-
sults from their policy of kow-
towing to the Roosevelt administra-
tion. While they hypocritically
pay lip service to the “I refuse the
fink book” movement, the Stal-
inites have at the same time work-
ed to weaken and divert its mili-
tancy until they have all but told
the seamen to accept the book.
Despite this kind of advice from
these self-styled “revolutionists”
the Pacific Coast seamen have not
accepted and will not accept the
fink book! Nevertheless, the Stal-
inites in conjunction with the Ryan-
Hunter-Scharrenberg gang succeed-
ed in wrecking the united solidar-

FIGHT

with the result' that the book is
still dangerously hovering over the
head of every maritime worker.

has not yet been settled.

in danger

gle for the immediate future:
(1)
ficiency certlfxcate

the fink book itself.
(2)

intransigently opposing the book—

Moreover the question of the equal-
ly serious “certificate of efficiency”

Militant workers not content to
rest as long as their unions remain
are visualizing the fol-
lowing program of intensive strug-

A fight to resist the “ef-
as a vicious
blacklisting measure on a par with

A drive to unite all seamen
on all coasts on a program of exer-

defend the union.against the

&flying squadrons of police who be-

gan moving in on Chrysler sit-down
strikers with a preliminary mop-:
ping up of  smaller strike situa-
tions not directly affecting the
Chrysler situation.

TEN THOUSAND INSIDE

Nine Chrysler plants remained
closed down as a result of the cor-
poration’s refusal to recognize the:
UAWA as sole bargaining agency"
for its employes. 10,000 workers
remained in plants with 55,000
picketing on the outside. Negotia-
tions continued.

Police violence meanwhile had re-
sulted in injuries to six people and
riots at many small plants where
workers were utilizing the sit-down
technique to enforce their demands.
for higher wages and collective bar-
gaining rights.

Martin declared that unless po-
lice violence stops 175,000 organ-
ized automobile workers of Detroit
will mass Tuesday night in Cadillag
Square to protest these actions.
The UAWA is “determined that’
strikers in these similar plants
shall not be the victims of police
brutality.

RECOGNITION REFUSED
The sit-down strike at Chry-
sler began when the giant com
poration refuséd to recognize
the union despite its representing
90 per cent of Chrysler employes.
The Union offered to submijt to:a
poll altheugh the company Unien
répresentatives had joined .the-
UAWA, clearly establishing its
rightito repregent
Chrysler refused ‘and obtained an,
injunction which threatens force,

against the 60,000 strikers unless
they evacua#® the plants.

Strikers responded with signs
upon their picket lines: “Refuse to
move: We’ll Die Before We Do!”

Douglas Plane Co.

Gives In To Union

SANTA MONICA, Calif.—After a
mighty demonstration of 5,000 strik-

aircraft plant, and it became ap-
parent that strike sentiment was
swelling rather than diminishing,
the company reached a quick set-
tlement, agreeing to recognize the
United Automobile Workers of
America as bargaimng agent for
its employes.

Hourly strike bulletins evolved
into a 4-page daily paper with a
circulation of 10,000.. The wome
en’s auxiliary started a nursery for
children and fed the pickets.

An attempt to continue opera-
tions was made by the company,
but it failed miserably. The man-
agement realized the truth of a
strike leader’s statement: “I'd hate
to fly over a mud puddle in a
plane that came out of the plant
now.”

Charter Excludes
Cannery Workers

SACRAMENTO. — Refusing the
proposal for a state-wide industrial
union embracing all agricultural
and cannery workers, the executive
committee of the California State
Federation of Labor agreed to pe-
tition the American Federation of
Labor for a state charter covering
agricultural workers, but excluding
cannery workers.

An organization drive on a state-
wide basis is scheduled to start
immediately with Walter Cowan,
vice-president of the federation, in
charge as temporary chairman.

Proponents of a union including
cannery workers and a variety of
allied workers charged sabotade,
and George Woolf stated, ‘“Somes
thing will be done whether we op«
erate under the C.I.O. or form an
independent group.”

Edward D. Vandeleur, secretary-
treasurer of the Federation, stated
that the proposal of the groun
headed .by Woolf removed any di
rection by the committee in thae
use of funds supplied by the State
Federation of Labor.

Existing cannery and packers’ or
ganizations under federal chartert
will be continued, he said.

ST. PAUL.—The threat of strike
action by 200 machinists at Brant
jen-Kluge’s plant here won the §
day week, wage increases over
time, seniority and union recog

ity of all the waterfront unions in

(Continued on Page 2)

nition.

bloodshed, and a $10,000,000 find ° -

ers and sympathizers before the 3.
block length of the struck Douglas

a)l employesy . ool
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LABOR ACTION

Another ‘Neutrality’
Measure Is Passed

But Wars Are Not Prevented By Legislation

By FRANK NEWTON

With all the necessary flourishes Congress has passed
and the President has affixed his signature to another

‘“neutrality’’ measure.

By this enactment, the work of the 74th Congress is

touched up where it was beginning$

to fade. Previous neutrality laws
were no longer adequate to the
constantly changing international
scene. The announcement of a
shipment of arms to loyalist Spain
revealed that it was perfectly legal
to help Spain defeat Hitler-Musso-
lini-Franco. Grimly determined to
demonstrate its ‘neutrality,” the
Government did all in its power to
stop the shipment, passed an em-
ergency measure directed at Spain
and now includes all eivil wars un-
der its ban.

Previous laws had received a cer-
tain amount of criticism because
they did not take into account ship-
ments of commodities other than
the obvious implements of war to
nations engaged in war. Such a
measure was sponsored by the lib-
eral Nye and the not so liberal
Vandenberg and it represented the
sum total of the wisdom gathered
by them from the Senate Munitions
investigation. The view was read-
ily adopted by the Administration
with one significant reservation.
Exports to belligerents are to be
on a cash and carry basis. Nye
wished to set up zones around bel-
ligerent areas thus preventing bel-
ligerents from securing aid through
bordering countries. This was con-
sidered impracticable by the For-
elgn Affairs Committee and Nye
did not object.

Economic Stakes
Of War

It is no longer believed that the
U. 8. éntered the Great War solely
on account of an unselfish affec-
tion for democracy. Even our free
and untrammelled press has said
s0.

We have examined our hearts
and our consciences in the commit-
tee rooms of the Capitol and we
frankly eonfess, while vowing never
to let it happen again, that the
U. 8. entered the War because it
had an economic stake in the vie-
tory of the Allies. Socialists
pointed that out before so we sure-
ly have the right and the duty of
discussing the effieacy of the new
neutrality laws. We had them in
1817 toe.

But, we will be told, it was al-

ready toosdate in 1917 because we
had become too involved econom-
ically with the Allies. Well, we
have hecome even mote involved
with them and other countries as
the years went by. Many billions
of dollars more involved. We are
not more self-sustaining, just the
reverse. Our economy is more de-
pendent on our foreign trade than
before. Our system, the -capitalist
system, cannot survive a period of
contraction, an era of self-denial.
It must either expand, secure new
markets—at whose expense?—or it
must give way to more aggressive
producing forces.

Even during the Napoleonic
Wars, the Embargo Act, which was
the neutrality provision of those
days, failed to stop the shipment
of arms and materials to the
belligerents although there were
thousands of miles of frontiers for
American capital to exploit.

Law Easily

Circumvented

But suppose, for the sake of
argument, that the Government de-
termines to restrict trade with for-
eign powers at war and that Amer-
ican capital accepts the yoke. Will
it be effective?

No. Assuming & rigorous and
honest enforcement of the Bill it
will not be effective because by
its own terms it demonstrates how
it can be legally circumvented,
Putting aside all the loopholes
which the lawyers could find in
the Bill, the latter fails to prohibit
exports of capital to warring coun-
tries. The American public still
retains the right, that section of
the public which has the cash, to
invest in the industry, banks, rail-
roads of the belligerent by buying
stocks and bonds on the Berlin
Bourse or the London Stock Ex-
change.

‘We may safely affirm that bellig-
erent governments will vie with
one another for the privilege of
paying handsome dividends to
Ameriean capital. The-Reichsbank
guarantees the principal of the in-
véstment. The Bank of England
goes further. It will guarantee a
profit with a very fair rate of in-
terest therean. Who will give the

Burt Greets Heroic Stand
Of Strikers At W aukegan

“Congratulatiqns on your heroic stand for labor. Every
weapon of brutality has been used against you but the de-
termined spirit of united workers cannot be erushed! I

pledge you every possible aid per-¢

sonally and for the Socialist party,”
stated the telegram sent to steel
workers in Waukegan in the Fan-
steel strike by Roy E. Burt execu-
tive secretary of the Soclalist
Party, U.B.A.

At the same time Mr, Burt sent
a telegram to Governor Henry
Horner of Illinois protesting the
brutal action of police authorities
in Waukegan in ousting the “sit-
downers” from the Fansteel plant
by the use of nauseous gas and
force and violence, late at night
when workers were under the im-
pression that negotiations for set-
tlement were under way.

Said Mr. Burt, “We protest most
vigorously the action of police au-
thoritles in their action against

Fansteel workers in Waukegan.
The night attack upon unarmed
workers while the company pre-
tended to be considering your pro-
posals for settlement of the dis-
pute deserves the condemnation of
every decent person. The Fan-
steel Company has btrayed you
and the State of Illinois. Drastic
action on your part is necessary
to curb the viciousness of local
authorities and the company to
prevent violence and blocdshed.”

Socialists Ins pire Workers

In St. Louis Labor Strug gles

ST. LOUIS.—Entering the fourth
week of picket duty two hun-
dred girls striking against the Na-
tional TUnderwear Company cre-
ated by their efforts a militant
local union of the ILGWU. Led by
courageous organizer, Artie Price
and assisted by Comrades Eliza-
beth Barker and Doris Preisler,
these girls have withstood the
usual, vicious strikebreaking tac-
tics of the bosses and the police.

Unbearable conditions prompted
these workers (many of them are
girls between the ages of sixteen
and eighteen) to stage a spontane-
ous walk-out.

They had to buy their own uni-
forms, price $1.35; a badge for 25c;
pay regular insurance of 60c a
month, contribute to the commun-
ity fund and flood relief in order
to preserve the firm’s reputation.
The factory operated its heating
equipment about two full days per
week; girls worked in coats, muf-
flers and where possible with
gloves. They reported for work
half-hour earlier (without pay) in
order to provide some general
cleanliness and necessary sanita-
tion to the place. Their pay? They
worked at piece-rates, e.g., 8c per
dozen shirts for pressing and but-
toning (2¢c per doz. for boys’
shirts)! Their earnings ranged
from $1.46 to $8.00 per week with-
out the above regular deductions,
plus such other deductions in full
for damages to garments. The

average for 28 girls taken from the
social security records is $5.84 per
week for 44-48 hour week!

And on top of this the boss
threatened a 40 per cent cut!

The girls walked out. They now
have a union. And in St. Louis—
in the whole area of St. Louis, East
St. Louis, Granite City, Venice,
Brooklyn, National City, labor is
rumbling.

At a party meeting preceding the
excellent dinner and second anni-
versary celebration of the Social-
ist Call comrades reported: Car-
venter Saunders—his local defeat-
ed the referendum; Auto Workers
Kerne and Von Romer described
the militant sit-down after the G.
M. settlement in order to fight
against discrimination; SWOC or-
ganizer, Joe Morris, and steel
lodge president, Wamack, reported
the growth in membership; Labor
Attorney Demmler still performing
the best work in Missouri for Tiff
miners as well as other strikers;
Teacher Preisler who is getting
more progressive labor support for
his. non-partisan candidacy than
ever before; Lechner the most
popular organizer in the Workers’
Alliance—yes, labor is rumbling in
St. Louis and socialists who are
beginning to carry out the line of
the party are in no small way
making it rumble,

FRANK N. TRAGER.

better terms, he will get the busi-
ness and it will soon become im-
portant to make sure that he is
able to pay us back. There are also
other ways of adapting capital to
neutrality legislation.

Moreover, the Bill exempts
“American republic or republics”
from its terms. This reservation
conveys the interesting information
to whom it may concern that war
with the U. 8. will be inevitable
under certain circumstances, name-
ly, interference with America’s
freedom to exploit the Western
Hemisphere.

The law has other positive as-
pects. First, it helps create the
sentiment that an adequate step
has been taken to assure peace,
and second, it establishes a set of
principles to defend — with the
heaviest armament program of our
history.

Just as the U. S. entered the last
war to avenge violations of our
neutrality, so has the ground been
laid for the marching of men in
defense of our cherished neutrality,
1937 style. Remembering how the
war fever was whippd up in 1917
by the call to defend “sacred prin-
ciples” are we wrong to dread its
consequences for the future?

We, who will lose everything
when war comes except the possi-
bility of struggling against it have

POUM Demands Inquiry

the official Soviet organs

and has brought very gra
POUM.

tions and appeared in the

Batalla,” suggests, among

composed of well-known p
movement. The Executive

measure of authority, the

the following organization

vestigate independently an

accusations.
“We are convinced that

nothing to gain from the Neutrality

THE POUM BEFORE THE WORKERS
“The official Communist press of Spain and else-
where has been carrying on the campaign begun by

“We are accused of being agents provocateurs in
the pay of the Gestapo anf,ﬂ the “Fifth Column.” In
several organs of the Communist International it has
been stated that the POUM in collaboration with the
Fascists, organized a plot aiming at the assassination
of Azana, Largo Caballero, Dolores Ibarruti (Pas-
sionaria) and Jose Diaz. These are concrete accusa-

“Comrade Victor Serge, in an article sent to ‘La

stitution of an International Commission of Enquiry,

has decided to follow the suggestion of Victor Serge.
In order that it may command the greatest possible

of Enquiry should include a representative of each of

tional, the Labour and Socialist International, the
Fourth International, the International Workingmen’s
Association and the International Bureau of Revolu-
tionary Socialist Unity. This Commission should in-

sations levelled against the POUM. It should begin,
in our opinion, by demanding the evidence for these

and of the world will understand and support the
POUM’s demand, a demand which no one can legiti-
mately oppose.” THE SPANISH REVOLUTION Bulle-
tin of the Workers’ Party of Marxist Unification.
POUM Barcelona, February 8, 1937. Vol. II, No. 2.

“Pravda” and “Isvestia,”
ve accusations against the

Communist press.

other measures, the con-
ersons in the working-class
Committee of the POUM

International Commission

s: the Communist Interna-

d freely the concrete accu-

the working-class of Spain

Bill. Those who entertain hopes
will be bitterly disappointed. That
is a tragic aspect of the catastrophe
which can be averted only by or-
ganizing for Socialism.

Concession Gained
in Copeland Fight

(Continued from Page 1)
cising their rights to refuse the
fink books.

(3) Eternal vigilance over the
new certificate of identification
(which will be substituted for the
fink book in cases where the sailor
refuses to take the book) to see
that this certificate will not be-
come a blacklisting device under a
new guise.

(4) Preparedness to take up the
fight unitedly behind each and
every worker who may in any man-
ner become the victim of discrimi-
nation under the new maritime
legislation.

(5) Immediate aetion in expes:
ing and combatting the newly pre-
posed Guffey bill which has for its
real purpose the outlawing of all
strikes in maritime industry.

The Guffey “mediation” bill will
receive more extended considera-
tion in the next issue of Laber Ac-
tion. It is one of the most eritieal
issues American labor will have to
face in the coming months.

with the union.

Socialists Hold Special
Convention At Chicago

CHICAGO, Ill.—A special con-
vention of the Socialist Party of U.
S. A. is scheduled here from March
26 to 29 inclusive at the Exhibition
Hall of the LaSalle Hotel.

Important problems facing the
working class are to be considered.
Listed on the agenda are such vital
issues as the proposed Labor Party,
Farmers’ organization, Unemployed

Front, Anti-War and Anti-Fascist
Activity, and Party Structure and
Constitution.

Delegates from California who
will be present are: Millie Gold-
berg, Clarence Rust, Ward Rodgers,
Crary Trimble and Glen Trimble.

Alternate delegates from Califor-
nia are Joseph Plecarpo, Gardner
Wells, E. D. Patterson, Paul Manis-
caleco and Seldon Osborne.

problems, Labor Unions, TUnited

Shipbuilders’ Union Picket

Shipyards O

n Wide Front

the Electric Boat Ce. shipyard in
Groton, Conn. after sit-downers,
members of the militant Industrial
Union of Marine and Shipbuilding
Workers, an affiliate of the C.I.O.,,
were ejected by poliee. The com-
pany, engaged in building subma-
rines for the Navy, fired several
union members and refused to deal

- Mass picketmg....contlnuedv outéid‘em

3,500 workers of the Federal Ship-
building and Drydock Co. in
Kearny, N. J., was reported by John
Green, head of the LUM.S.W.A,, at
an enthusiastic union rally.

On the West Coast Local 9 in
S8an Pedro won a long strike
against the Craig Shipbuilding Co.,
gaining union recognition and a
preferential union shop. Local 7

Mid progress ‘in organizing the|.

NILLIAM GREEN
DEEPENS SPLIT
WITHIN A.F.OF L.

(Continued from Page 1)
Officially, the leaders of the
C.1.0. ignored Green’s move, but
quick steps were taken to extend
the formation of local councils of
the committee throughout the na-
tion. Executive officers of the C.I.O.

were authorized to issue certifi-
cates of affiliation to national, in-
ternational, state, regional, city and
central bodies and local groups
“whenever it is deemed such ac-
tion advisable.” These councils are
to take the leadership of organiz-
irg the unorganized, and will serve
as central bodies for those unions
supporting the C.I.O.
FIGHT MOVES INTO PLANTS
The fight moved directly into the
shops and plants of America’s in-
dustry as the craft bureaucrats
prepared to send their agents into
the field to combat the organiza-
tional work of the C.I.O. Efforts of
the C.I.O. to merge all shoe and
leather workers into one big union
will meet the resistance of the
Massachusetts State Federation of
Labor if they follow the dictates of
Green, who called on them to fight
for the craft rights of the A. F.
of L.

In steel, the A. F. of L. will at-
tempt to hamstring the work of
the C.I.O.’s Steel Workers’ Organiz-
ing Committee by claiming juris-
diction of workers in fabrication
plants for the International Union
of Bridge, Structural and Orna-
mental Ironworkers, regardless of
the fact that this union has never
in the past cast an eye in the di-
rection of steel plants. The Metal
Trades Department, under the no-
torious leadership of John P. Frey,
will again attempt to keep the
antiquated craft set-up in the ship-
building industry in opposition to
the more effective organization be-
ing done by the Industrial Union of
Marine and Shipbuilding Workers.

HELPS C.1.0.

Meanwhile, reprecussions from
the open splitting moves of the
Green machine seemed to be push-
ing progressive craft unions toward
the C.I.O. San Francisco welders
are reported seeking affiliation to
the C.I.O.,, and the Oakland Ma-
chinists’ local, whose charter was
revoked last fall, have applied for
a charter from the Amalgamated
Association of Iron, Steel and Tin
Workers, a C.I.O. affiliate.

Aluminum Workers’ Union Local

dustry, voted to stop paying per
capita dues to the A. F. of L. and
placed its funds in the custody of
¢ CILO. Théy are asking for a
union to cover the whole industry.

in San Francisco secured a revision
of their agreement with Matson
Navigation Co., establishing a min-
imum wage of 75 cents per hour for
its members doing ship repair work
on the Matson dock. The agreement

is retroactive to March 1.

Stalinists Sl

+
TO ALL SUPPORTERS OF THE

FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM:

Dear Friends:

At a banquet held at the McCor-
mick Y.W.C.A. last night in honor
of the Spanish Youth Delegation,
there was enacted a scene which,
in my opinion, requires action by
all supporters of unity in the fight
against fascism.

I received a mailed invitation,
dated March 2nd, asking me to sit
at the speakers’ table as a guest
of the committee (United Youth
Committee to Aid Spanish Democ-
racy: Youth section of the North
American Committee to Aid Span-
ish Democracy) signed by Adele
Du Plessis as chairman of the ban-
quet committee. About five days
later I was treated to the special
attention of being phoned by the
office of the committee to ask
whether I was able to accept. I
sald I was and asked that the res-
ervation be made.

ATTACK Y.P.S.L.. DELEGATE

I was seated at the table with
geveral other people when the dele-
gation entered, accompanied by
their translator and Mr. Luis Perez,
Spanish consul in Chicago. The
delegation stood behind their chairs
and I, with others, arose out of
courtesy to the speakers to re-
main standing until they were seat-
ed.

Instead of being seated, Mr. Sa-
marro began speaking in the name
of the Unified Socialist Youth of
Spain. It was translated to the
following (I repeat to the best of
my ability to remember):

“There sits at this table an ene-
my of the Spanish government in
the person of Mr. Erber. He has
toured the country attacking the
Spanish government and aiding the
fascists by spreading confusing
slogans. I and my comrades find
it impossible to eat at the same
table with this person.”

The delegation, with their trans-
lator and the consul, then left the
hall. I arose and said substan-
tially the following:

MAKES REPLY

“I am prepared to leave both this

table and the banquet hall but can-

andef

Erber

not do so without a statement on
behalf of myself and my organiza-
tion. I was invited to sit at the
speakers’ table by the committee
in charge, bhoth by mail and by
phone. I am sure that Mr. Sam-
marro has never seen me before in
his life and since he does not read
English, has never read anything
I have written. He has obviously
acted upon statements that a group
who desire to exploit this occasion
for political purposes have seen fit
to tell him. My organization is
part of this committee. We have
participated in its work. This in-
cident will in no way deter our ef-
forts in behalf of the joint com-
mittee and the Debs Column which
the Socialist party is aiding. We
will continue to assist the Spanish
people in their struggle for free-
dom.”

I then left the hall.

INTERRUPTED BY YCLers

While I spoke I was interrupted
by two members of the Young Com-
munist League, one of whom, Mr.
John Marks, district organizer, was
seated at the speakers’ table also.
The YCLer whose name I do not
know shouted that the young So-
cialists had not done anything for
the Spanish people. Mr. Marks
shouted, “The audience must
choose, whom do you want to hear,
the delegation or Mr. Erber.”

1 am demanding of Mr. Samarro
an apology for his statement or
written proof of the ¢harges he has

mand the same from the Young
Communist League which is affili-
ated with the Young Communist In-
ternational to which Mr. Samarro’s
organization, the Unified Socialist
Youth of Spain, are also affiliated.
1 demand of the national commit-
tee, under whosge auspices the ban-
quet was held, that they support
my demand for an apology or writ-
ten progof from Mr. Samarro, for
whom they must assume responsi-
bility. I demand an apology from
the Chicago Committee for the
statement of the chairman of the
banquet to the effect that “the com-
mittee apologizes for having in-
vited Mr. Erber, since it was un-
aware of what sort of an organi-
zation the Young People’s Socialist
League was.”
DEMANDS WRITTEN CHARGES
I ask all fair-minded people who
are on the national and Chicago
committees of the North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democ-
racy and on the national and Chi-
cago committees of its youth affili-
ate, the United Youth Committee to
Aid Spanish Democracy, to support
my demand that written charges
and proof be produced by Mr. Sa-
marro and the Young Communist
League to substantiate the accusa-
tions made against me or that there
be a retraction and an apology. I
am willing to appear before an
impartial committee to defend my-
self against such charges. I am
willing to submit everything I have

seen fit to make in public. I de-

written on Spain, including the

Government Now Preparing

Wage and Hour Regulations

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Measures designed to regu-
late wages and hours for industrial workers much in the

manner of the extinct N.R.A
stage,” according to reports from,
the White House and the Depart-
ment of Labor.

The new legislation is being
shaped without regard to legal or
constitutional restrictions but only
according to what the executive de-
partment of the government con-

. are now in the “conference
>

of hours and wages. The legal
angle will be considered after the

proposed measures have passed
the “study stage.”
Tentative drafts of bilis have

been discussed with government of-

siders necessary for proper control

ficials and labor leaders, it was re-
vealed. ’

confidential report to my organiza-
tion, to the scrutiny of such a com-

mittee. I am able to produce state-
ments from educators, rabbis, min-
isters of the gospel, high school
teachers, and others, all without po-
litical affiliation but sympethetic
to the Spanish anti-fascists, to the
effect that no audience that heard
me was anything but deeply moved
to sympathy for the victims of the
Spanish fascist uprising and stirred
to give financial support for the
collections that were taken for the
Debs Column.

CONSUL BACKED SPEECH

Mr. Perez, the consul in Chicago,
spoke on the same program with
me on the Spanish situation before
a Young Circle League forum on
the afternoon of December 27th, He
followed me on the program and I
can produce more than a dozen wit-
nesses who will testify that he be-
gan by saying that he had little to
add to what I had stated and con-
tinued to laud my remarks and sub-
stantiate the content of my speech
by citing additional proofs of the
statements I had made. The speech
I made on this occasion was identi-
cal, almost word for word, with all
my other speeches on this subject.

No friend of the Spanish people,
no anti-fascist who believes that
unity and a high standard of ethics
and integrity is necessary in our
fight against fascism, can afford to
ignore my plea for a public exon-
eration of the untruthful charges
made against me. I have already
been promised all possible assist-
ance in securing a hearing before
a competent body by Miss Annette
Dieckmann, Industrial Secretary of
the Chicago Y.W.C.A.,, who sat next
to me at the speakers’ table and
complimented me upon keeping my
temper under the trying circum-
stances. The effectiveness of our
very fight against the lies and cor-
ruption of fascism depend upon the
maintenance of a high ethical
standard of truthful and honest re-
lations among anti-fascists. Yours
for Unity and Truth in the Fight
against Fascism.

ERNEST ERBER,
National Chairman, Young

People’s Socialist League.

Number 18356, largest in the in-|©Xpelled for militancy and immedi-

Alliance Board Hits
Role of C.P. in Illinois

(Continued from Page 1)

tacks the Socialists for not seek-
ing the expulsion of working class
political minorities.

REFUTES LIBELLOUS CHARGES

“The Daily Worker article is an
insult added to the countless in-
juries the Communist Party has al-
ready done to the I.LW.A.)” said Ed
Parker, butt of the C.P. attack, who
has led innumerable struggles of
the unemployed and was victim of
the famous Peoria police frameup
last summer.

Parker took up the Daily Work-
er’s charges one by one. To its
statements that “dues payments in
the I.W.A. have dropped by 40 per
cent” and “there is no functioning
state organization of the ILW.A.
with a staff of organizers, offices,
and a recognized leadership,” he
replied:

“This attempt to discredit a mili-
tant working class organization is
the most scurrilous of all the
charges. Far from decreasing ‘by
40 per cent; records of the state
office, which are open to inspec-
tion, show a decided increase in
membership. That the Communist
Party does not ‘recognize’ the lead-
ership of the ILLW.A. is something
we have long suspected, but it
happens to have been elected by an
enthusiastic state convention, has
offices, employs a full-time state
organizer, and was able to buy an
automobile for his use only two
weeks ago.”

BUILDS MEMBERSHIP 12009,
Asked about a charge in the ar-
ticle that “Trotskyist agents travel
from town to town as LW.A. or-
ganizers sowing dissension and dis-
unity,” Parker said, “I am the only
one in the state traveling as an
ILW.A. organizer, and if any one
doubts my credentials I refer him
to the state executive board which
duly elected me. As to my work,
I have been in Franklin County for
the last five weeks, during which
time the membership there has in-
creased twelve times from a group
of barely over a hundred. I have
also had occasion to defend the
Communist Party there, when it
was attacked by reactionary P.M.A.
members at county meetings.”
The Daily Worker also declared
that support was obtained from
“discredited renegades” and that
the organization and chartering of
a dual local was “tried” in Deca-
tur. The “renegades,” Parker clari-
fied, were workers, now unaffili-
ated, which the Communist Party

ately demanded that the I.W.A. do
likewise., As to the Decatur inci-
dent: :

“The Daily Worker’s brazenness
in bringing this up is apalling, An
ILW.A. local in Decatur was cap-|
tured by Communist Party mem-
bers, who immediately organized
such a reign of terror and ran
things so bureauecratically that the
membership declined from 200 to
50. Members were driven out, de-
nied the floor, and several workers
without political affiliation, such

Open Shop
Policy

(Continued from Page 1)
“The policy of the Carnegle-
Illinois Steel Corporation with re-
gard to collective bargaining with
its employes remains unchanged.
As previously stated on many occa-
sions, the company recognizes the
right of its employes to organize
and to bargain collectively through
representatives of their own choos-
ing.

“The company will recognize any
individual, group or organizatign
as spokesmen for those employes
whom they represent, but it will
not recognize any single organiza-
tion or group as the exclusive bar-
gaining agency for all employes.

“Under this policy the status of
the employe representation plan is

C.P. “REGION OF-TERROR” I Just Publitsh

as John Hedgepath, were beaten

acting as disrupters, and finally at-lup at meetings for demanding their

rights. After unsuccessful attempts
to deal with these people, we char-
tered a new local, which has over
a hundred members today and is
rapidly growing.”

A final charge, that the Socialist
Party was not trying to have the
insignificant Weisbord and Oehler
groups in the LW.A. “driven from
the ranks of the unemployed” was
declared to be ‘“perfectly true” by
Arthur G. MacDowell, state sec-
retary of the Socialist Party, who
added, “Socialists have enough con-
fidence in their own principles not
to have to still the voice of any op-
position by bureaucratic reprisals.”

FASCIST MURDER

(Continued from Page 1)
danger makes its impression on
every French worker, and the ultra-
patriotic activities of the Commun-
ist Party and the People’s Front
to drive the workers’ movement
into an alliance with French im-
perialism is being met with increas-
ing hostility.

The great movement o the
French working class to give di-
rect aid to Spain and the treachery
of the Blum regime in obstructing
such aid has contributed largely to
training the French workers for the
inevitable civil war in France.

The Paris Commune which 66
years ago established workers'
power in Paris and held out for 72
days blazed a glorious path which
the international working class
movement has followed to the pres-
ent time. Today the French work-
ing class faces the same task that
the Communards faced in 1871: the
destruction of capitalist exploita-
tion. French imperialism can offer
nothing but misery, wars, and fasc-
ism to the working people.

To complete the task begun by
the Communards, the French work-
ing class will have to free itself
from all illusions about collabora-
tion with the bourgeoisie and take
the road of revolutionary struggle
against their oppressors. This is
the real heritage of the Commune.
With* far greater numbers, far
greater experience, with powererful
trade union organizations, the les-
sons of Spain before them, the
French working class must weld
together a revolutionary party that
will clearly champion the workers’
cause and lead in the annihilation
of decaying capitalism in France,
This will bring resurgence to the
whole international workers’ move-
ment,

| STAKE MY LIFE!

By LEON TROTSKY
(N. Y. Hippodrome Speech)
C

Behind the

Moscow Trial

By MAX SHACHTMAN
Cloth $1.00 Paper 25c

The Witeheraft

Trial in Moscow

By FRIEDRICH ADLER
With a preface by
NORMAN THOMAS

10c

Three Recent Books
By LEON TROTSKY

Lessons of
Detober

Trotsky’s analysis of the strug-
gle in the Bolshevik party over
the organization of the insurrec-
tion and the seizure of power.

Cloth 75¢ Paper 50c

The Third
International
After Lenin

| Written in his customary bril-
liant style, The Third Interna-
Itional After Lenin is Trotsky's
criticism of the official program
of the Communist International

likewise unchanged. It will con-
tinue as the spokesman for those
of the employes who prefer that
method of collective bargaining
which has proved so mutually satis-
factory throughout its existence.”
DEEPER INTO INDUSTRIES

Fresh impetus was given to the
CIO drive into the basic industries.
In its nine-months campaign the
CIO had recruited 200,000 men in
the steel industry of whom about
40,000 were believed employes of
Carnegie-Illinois’ largest subsidiary
of U. S. Steel.

John L. Lewis announced that
the CIO had doubled its member-
ship in the half year since the A.
F. of L. split it away, now number-
ing 2,000,000 as compared with ap-
proximately 2,750,000 listed in the
A. F. of L.

Inasmuch as the steel barons are
the largest owners of the coal
fields it was thought that the rec-
ognition would have a favorable ef-
fect upon the conflict between the
United Mine Workers and the coal
eompanies,

The mine workers demand a $6
day for a 6 hour day and a 5-day
week together with a guaranteed
minimum of 200 working days a
year. The operators so far have re-
fused to back down from their pro-
posal that wages remain the same
and that the week he increased
from 356 to 40 hours with no guar-
anteed minimum to be worked.

and an analysis of the policies
pursued by the official Commun-
ist parties since Lenin’s death.

Regular Edition $3.00

Whither Fraice?
This collection of Trotsky’s writ-
ings on the French political and
economic crigis is undoubtedly
the outstanding critique of the
principles and policies of the

“People’s Front.”
Cloth $1.00 Paper 50c
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STALIN LISTS BUKHARIN FOR TRIAL

Right of Asylum

The following Declaration of Principles has been
adopted by the American Committee for the Defense of

A. Rykoff
Also Up In
New Trial

Trotsky Defense Committee
Demands Right to Send
Observers

The American Committee for the
Defense of Leon Trotsky today ask-
ed the Soviet government for the
right to send observers to the im-
pending trial of Nikolai Bukharin
and Alexis Rykoff in Moscow. The
request was embodied in a com-
munication to Alexander Troyanov-
sky, Soviet Ambassador in Wash-
ington.

The date of the new trial has not
yet been publicly announced. An
Associated Press dispatch of March
b, however, stated that “there were
authoritative indications” that Buk-
harin, former editor of Izvestia, and
Rykoff, former president of the
Council of People’s Commissars,
“would go on trial soon.”

SOVIET SET PRECEDENT

The Committee declared that a
precedent for its request had been
set in the Moscow trials of Aug-
ust, 1936, and of last January, when
the Soviet Government “showed
sufficient awareness of public opin-
ion abroad to invite foreign observ-
ers of the government’s own choos-
ing.”

“Moreover,” the Committee’'s let-
ter to Mr. Troyanovsky stated, “the
Soviet Government, as evidenced
by the timely presence of these
gentlemen in Moscow, appraised
them of the impending trials in
ample time.”

The Committee therefore asked
that it be notified in advance of
the date of the trial, and that the
Soviet Government guarantee the
safety of the observers and grant
them the right to be accompanied
by stenographers, to use telephonic
and telegraphic communicétions
freely, and to interview the prison-
ers privately,

‘ FAIR TRIAL ASKED

The letter declared that the Com-
mittee, ‘“seriously concerned with
the maintenance throughout the
civilized world of the rights of po-
litical asylum, the right to a fair|
trial * without publie prejudgment,
and other civil liberties, came into
being as a result of widespread
doubi_ameng pro-Sgviet ejreles in
Amgg‘fﬁa' as to the validity and

adequacy of the progedure andf

verdiet” in last August's trials,
“These doubts,” the eommunica-
tion added, “were moreover in-
creased and deepened as a result of
the next cagse tried before the
Military Collegium in January.”
“It is olear from the reeord of
this Committee that it is composed
of staunch friends of the Soviet
Union. In the interests of the
U.S.8.R. itself, the Committee seeks
to clarify an issue thickly be-
fogged by polemics. The rights re-
quested by us are normal in po-
litical cases in democratic courts.”

.

Corset Workers
Utilize Sit-Down

EMERYVILLE. — Entering the
second week of thelr sit-down
strike, 40 workers determinedly
held the plant of the Spirella Co.,
corset manufacturers, refusing to
leave until their demands are met.

Negotiations between Interna-
tional Ladies’ Garment Workers’
Union, a C.I.O. affiliate, and the
plant management were broken off
by T. J. Meek, general manager,
when he refused to discuss an
agreement wuntil the plant was
evacuated.

Miss Jennie Matyas, LL.G.W.U.
organizer, declared,We will stay
right in the plant until our de-
mands are met.”

The 36 women and five men who
have been in the shop since March
16 are asking union recognition,
closed shop, shorter hours and
higher wages. The company,
which operates plants in several
countries, has been paying an av-
erage wage of $14 a week in its
Emeryville plant.

Moscow
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Leon Trotsky:

“The American Committee for the Defense of Leon
Trotsky holds that social advance, the very possibility of
human progress, is inseparable from the establishment and
dissemination of social truths; to let the truth be known
is all the more essential when it is obscure and contested.
We hold, also, despite our diverse political opinions, that
the immemorial right of asylum for political refugees of
all shades of opinion should be universally maintained. We
hold, also, that no man accused of crime shall be con-
demned as a pariah on the face of the earth who has not
been given a full and fair opportunity to present his an-
swer to his accusers and to argue his innocence.

“We, who today affirm these principles, have in the
past actively defended them more than once, aiding the
fight on behalf of the politically persecuted of many view-
points. The charge that we were the tools of political
movements with which we disagreed, the charge that we
were obstructing merited punishment, did_.’,,_riot stop us from
defending Sacco and Vanzetti, do not stop us now from
calling for the freedom of Tom Mooney or the political

prisoners of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy.

¥

“This Committee as such is indifferent to the political
program of Trotsky; the overwhelming majority of our
members are not Trotskyites. But that tradition which we
have in the past made our own would; even if Trotsky
were not known to us as one who for four decades has
opposed the very tendencies whose agent he is now
charged with being, require today that we intervene be-
tween him and all who would, in advance of any clear ver-
dict against him, convict him, punish him, and abandon
him to the contempt of history.

“This Committee does not affirm Trotsky’s innocence or
guilt. It does affirm that he has not been convicted or even
tried, and that, moreover, wide sections of the liberal and
labor world are increasingly skeptical of the charges made

against him.

“In view of these considerations, we shall'do all in our
power to safeguard, maintain and extend the right of
asylum for Trotsky. Moreover, in view of the fact that he
has voluntarily offered to submit his honor and his life to
the judgment of an Impartial Commission of Inquiry into
the charges made against him, and in view of the fact that
such a Commission is a practical way of settling a con-
troversy which threatens the unity of the forces opposed
to threatening political and social reaction, we shall do
all in our power to bring sfich a Commission into being.

“We now call upon all liberal and labor organizations
to give expression to the views of their members on this
question, and to cooperate with us in erystallizing existing
opinion so that a Commission may shortly come into being

and compléte thé Breat historle task Which the situation’|

calls for,”

Among prominent liberals who belong to the American
Committee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky and who sup-
port the above Declaration of Principles are the following:

GEORGE NOVACK,
Secretary

SUZANNE LAFOLLETTE
Treasurer

LOUIS ADAMIC

DEVERE ALLEN
ANNA BERCOWITZ
DAVID P. BERENBERG
FRANZ BOAS'

ANITA BRENNER
PAUL F. BRISSENDEN
LEWIS BROWNE ¥
JAMES BURNHAM
WITTER BYNNER

V. F. CALVERTON
JAMES CASEY

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN
ELEANOR CLARK
SARAH N. CLEGHORN
NED H. DEARBORN
MARGARET DE SILVER
JOHN-DEWEY
EMMETT E. DORSEY
JOHN DOS PASSOS
VINCENT R. DUNNE
MAX EASTMAN
JUSTUS EBERT
DOROTHY EISNER
MAURICE ENGLISH
JAMES T. FARRELL

S. FEINSTONE
HARVEY FERGUSSON
ALEXANDER GOLDENWEISER
ALBERT GOLDMAN
WILLIAM GRUEN
MARTHA GRUENING
LOUIS M. HACKER
ABRAM L. HARRIS
CHARLES YALE HARRISON
SIDNEY HOOK

ROY TEMPLE HOUSE
SIDNEY HOWARD

INEZ HAYES IRWIN
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HAROLD R, IBAACS
EDWARD L, ISRAEL
OSCAR JASZI

HORACE M. KALLEN
DOROTHY KENYON
WILLIAM H. KILPATRICK
ANTOINETTE F. KONIKOW
JOSEPH WOOD KRUTCH
HARRY W. LAIDLER
WILLIAM ELLERY LEONARD
LUDWIG LORE
FERDINAND LUNDBERG
CHARLES MALAMUTH
MARY McCARTHY
DWIGHT MACDONALD
JOHIN MACDONALD
SHERRY MANGAN
MARGARET MARSHALL
ERNEST L. MEYER

FELIX MORROW

GORHAM MUNSON

MAX C. OTTO

SELIG PERLMAN

LORINE PRUETTE
BURTON RASCORE
WINIFRED RAUSHENBUSH
JAMES RORTY

EDWARD ALSWORTH ROSS
DAGOBERT RUNES
GAETANO SALVEMINI
MEYER SCHAPIRO

VIDA D. SCUDDER

JOHN SLOAN

HERBERT SOLOW

CLARA GRUENING STILLMAN
BENJAMIN STOLBERG
NORMAN THOMAS

TOM TIPPETT

FRANK TRAGER

CARLO TRESCA

LIONEL TRILLING
AUGUST TYLER

Trial Issue
“Historic”
Dewey Says
World Famous Philosopher

Speaks in Defense
of Trotsky

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y.— Ex-
pressing his admiration for the
great work being carried on in de-
fense of Leon Trotsky and point-
ing out that the issues involved
would achieve the historic signifis
cance of such cases as Dreyfuss and
Sacco and Vanzetti, Johh. Dewey,
world-famous liberal professor, ad-:
dressed the membership meeting of
the American Committee for the
Defense of Leon Trotsky on Magch
1 and pointd out the need for &
Declaration of Purposes for the
committee. His full speech fol-
lows:

“As one of the Committee mem-
bers who hag not been active, I
want to express my respect and
admiration to the members of our
Executive Committee who are car-
rying out this great work, and to
the many anonymous volunteers
who have helped make our work
8o successful. . ;

“| heartily agree with Mr, No-
vack in thinking that the issues
involved Iin the present case will
take rank with the historic is-
sues in the cases of Dreyfuss and
Sacco and Vanzetti.

“I do not need to say much about
the background of this Declaration
of Purposes, Various statemeéents
have been issued from time to time
by members of the Committee and
some of them have received the
endorsement of the Committee be-
fore they were sent out. But 8o
far as I know, the Committee has
never made an official statement,
There are two reasons for making
such a statement, besides the ob-

vious one that the Committee
should be on record before the
public.

“One of them Mr. Novack has
already referred to—the cam-
paigh that has been waged
against members of the Commit-
tee; but as that comes frem
sources that are pre-committed,
it Is unfortunate, hut not very
serious. Their misrepresentations
are the sort of thing te be ex-
pected from them, They could
not do anything eise, begause of
what they are ”officially com:
mitted to.

'A_more serious matter, was the
BT TNRR IO FOMbBT oF SEaplo Who,
I feel, were not committed te any
party, and who raised some ques-
tions about our objectives. I feel
many of them certainly ought to be
with us, and would be, if they had
an understanding of the situation
and of what the Committee actual-
ly stands for. Bome kind of of-
ficial Declaration of Purposes, I
think, ought to help us very much
with this element, and with that
other, much larger, element of re-
sponsible peapie who are confused,
who want to make up their minds
and some of whom are inclined to
say: ‘“A plague on Dboth your
houses.”

“Another and more important
reason will appear in what Mr,
Solow will bring before you, If
the Committee means anything
positive, its activities must reach
their goal in the effort to form a
Commission of Inquiry. Prepara-
tory to that formation, it is cer-
tainly not only important, but ne-
cessary, that we first get the sup-
port of public opinion in behalf of
the Commission and convince the
type of person who should be mem-
bers of that Commission of our
sincerity of purpose and of the
honesty and integrity of the plans

|of procedure suggested to the Com.’

mission; so that it may effective:
ly accomplish its task.

“For all these reasons, it seems
to me that some Declaration of
Purposes is important.”

B. CHARNEY VLADECK
ADELAIDE WALKER

CHARLES RUMFORD WALKER
JOHN BROOKS WHEELWRIGHT
B. J.“WIDICK

EDMUND WILSON

CHARLES ERSKINE S. WOOD
HELEN WOODWARD

W. E. WOODWARD

Chicago Taxi

Drivers Fight

CHICAGO. — Fighting militantly
against boss and police intimida-
tion that has attempted to raise a
red scare, the taxi drivers who
struck spontaneously have organ-
ized the Midwest Taxi Drivers’ Un-
ion, under the leadership of Doug-
las Anderson and cleared the
streets of cabs by militant strike
action. The offices of the union
were raided by the police last week,
the strikers frisked for guns and
weapons and the files ransacked
without a warrant. In face of the
violent reign of terror in which
dozens of cabbies have already
been arrested, the union has or-
ganized solidly 75 per cent of the
drivers in Chicago.

The demand as the basis of a
settlement union recognition and
collective bargaining, specifically
an increase in wages which are
now about $15 a week and often
sink as low as $6 or $8 also de-

manding storage and gas to be

et o e s B el At St e, it i . it S . Ot

paid for by the companies.
Although many of the drivers
have never before been engaged in
strike activities, their morale is ex-
cellent. Joe Jacobs, attorney for
the union, has telegraphed Gov.
Horner and Harry Hopkins, nation-

al relief administrator, asking as-trial.

surance of relief for the strikers
and protested by wire to Senator
La Follette asking for an immedi-
ate investigation by the civil lib-
erties committee of the sluggers
and strike-breakers who have been
hired by the bosses to smash the
union.

The Checker Company has issued
a statement saying that they will
continue to meet with strikers and
non-strikers and they intend to ana-
lyze and attempt settlement at a
meeting of the strikers and the
company.

Nevertheless the union is pre-
paring for a siege and intends to
continue the fight until their de-
mands are won,

ANTI - HITLER
NORWEGIANS
" BLAST TRIAL

Lion Feuchtwanger Defense
of Stalinist View Is
Condemned

The best-known radical, and so-
cialist writers of Norway have ad-
dressed an open letter to the Ger-
man writer, Lion Feuchtwanger,
who now lives in Moscow and who
appeared in the last trial as a de-
fender of the official policy. The
eight writers are the same who
were fighting for the awarding of
the Nobel prize to Ossietsky and
are still active in the struggle to
accomplish his liberation. This
fact protects them sufficiently
from the suspicion that they are
in the “service of the Gestapo.”

TO THE WRITER, LION
FEUCHTWANGER )

The press communicates that
you were present at the trial
against Radek, Sokolnikov, Piata-
kov, and others, and that you de-
clared in the “Deutsche Zentral-

zeitung” that the trial was carried
out in a manner which was, m your
opinion, satisfactory.

‘We, the undersigned Norwegian
writers, have great respect for your
attitude toward National Socialism,
and we see in you an important
representative of German culture
and literature. Precisely for this
reason we permit ourselves to ad-
dress to you on this occasion and
in our capacities as your colleagues,
the following open letter.

If you say that the trial has been
carried out in a satisfactory man-
ner, we suppose that you affirm
thereby, not only that the prescrib-
ed external formalities have been
observed, but also that the trial as
a whole has been carried out in
a manner which you consider to
be juridically unobjectionable, and
that this manner offers the best
possible guarantees for the com-
plete clarification of the real facts
of the case and for a just sentence,

In this connection we should like
to indicate the following:

At the time when the court-
proceedings in this as in the form-
er Moscow trials became accessible
to the publie, all the material of
the preliminary investigation which
was carried out secrelly and with-
out. any control, is still closed. The
strikingly = conformist confessions
are ready, they are incorporated
into _t‘he accusations, and the in-
dictment is based on them as if it
were a matter of really proven and
incontestible facts. The sybsequent
public = court-proceeding appears
only as a kind of confirmation of
the evidence which has been pro-
osured secretly. During the exami-
nation of the defendants no at-
tempt is made to clarify the real
motives either for their affirmed
crimes ar for the confessions of
these crimes—no attempt to clari-
fy the internal, individual or social
coherence of what has occurred.
The demonstration of proof is lim-
ited to the repetition of confessions
and is accompanied by the prose-
cutor’s vigorous insults, which are
strengthened rather than enfeebled
by the efforts of the defendants.
And on such a basis are the death
sentences pronounced,

COUNTER-PROOFS
ESTABLISHED

In our minds such a proceeding
abolishes all the guarantees for
the gecurity of law and justice. This
opinion is confirmed by the fact
that in many cases irrefutable
proofs have been established that
the''events on which the confes-
sions of the defendants are based
and on which the accusation stands
or falls never took place. But when
the counter-proofs are established,
the capital sentences are still exe-
cuted.

We wish to cite an example
whose convincing character we, as
Norwegians can establish:

One of the principal points in
the self-accusations of the executed
Piatakov was the affirmation that
he flew in Dec. 1935 from Germany
to an airport near Oslo’'and visited
Trotsky. The Norwegian authori-
ties have examined the case and of-
ficlally communicate that neither

“{in December 1935 nor in the pre-

ceeding or following months did
any such airplane land at any air-
port near Oslo. It is also confirm-
ed by other proofs that Piatakov
never had any conversation with
Trotsky in Norway.
MANNER OF TRIAL

Our point of departure, Mr.
Feuchtwanger, is only your affirma-
tion that the Moscow trial was
carried out in a satisfactory man-
ner. Therefore we do not wish
to enter in this collegial lettér into
the content and significance of the
We content ourselves with
expressing our consternation pre-
cisely in regard to the manmner in
which the trial took place, a man-
ner in which the accuser shifts the
entire burden of proof to the de-
fendants and prepares them during
imprisonment to support this bur-
den until their execution.

Precisely since we are completely
clear regarding the significance of
your former defense of freedom
and justice, we ask you now to an-
swer us only one, but an extreme-
ly important question: On what
juridical, moral or generally human
basis do you believe you can de-
fend a manner of trial which pro-

> A

duces the reality of the trial ,name-

Professor Calls
Gas Mask Bluff

LONDON.—In many countries
gas masks are being prepared
by the million and special in-
structions are issued as to how
to equip gas-proof rooms. Yet
Professor Marrack of the Lon-
don Hospital has condemned the
entire campaign as a “bluff.”

It is well known that children,
the aged, the asthmatics, and
many others cannot wear a gas
mask, the professor pointed
out. In the case of London, it
would be necessary to evacuate
1,250,000 people, for which hard-
ly any plans are in existence.
Even the ‘“gas-proof’”’ rooms de-
scribed in the Air Raids Precau-
tions Handbook offer little pro-
tection.

At the same time the British
government launched its huge
armaments campaign, the propa-
ganda for building gas-proof
rooms and equipping populations
with gas masks came as part of
a well designed effort to ter-
rorize the population Into sup-
porting the war preparations
policy.

Farmer - Laborites

Hold Convention;
Will Meet Again

Amid charges and counter-
charges of packing the convention
with alien forces, the Minneapolis
members of the TFarmer-Labor
Party held their city nominating
convention at the Eagles’ downtown
hall

Delegates from the Minneapolis
Sportsman’s Club, the Macedonian
People’s Club, the Finnish Toilers,
in fact nearly all organizations ever
heard of (or never heard of) with
the exception of the Swiss Bell
Ringers, were allowed representa-
tion by the Credentials Committee
of the Convention, which, also,
(with good reason) was charged
with being packed. Only one or-
ganization—the Progressive Litera-
ture Discussion Club, was denied
representation—and_ this was be-
cause of the packed Credentials
Committee, who only took care of
“their own people.”

After hearing a long (and dull)
speech by Chairman Dewey John-
son, Farmer-Labor Congressman
for a Minneapolis district, the con-
vention tried to get down to cases
but due to a mass of petty ward
matters; particularly - theé.— sixth
ward, the main business of the
convention, that of naming the
LI.P, mayoralty candidate in the
coming election, was not reached
until late at night when all the
delegates were exhausted. There-
fore it was decided to hold 8 re-
convened session of the convention
two weeks later, when the mayor-
alty candidate will be nominated.

The leading candidates at pres-
ent are Mayor Latimer and A, H.
Urtuhees, president of the Central
Labor Union of Minneapolis, the
latter being backed by the Com-
munist Party and all their stooge
organizations, Neither candidate’s
strength is sufficient to secure two-
thirds of the delegates’.votes which
are required for nomination. It is
quite possible that these two will
eliminate each other, with the nom-
ination going to some dark horse
as was the case in 1935 when Lati-
mer got the nomination instead of
the then leading contenders, An-
drew Cooper, now Latimer's Secre-
tary, and Fred Ossanna.

A platform was adopted at the
convention which is very good, es-
pecially as a vote-catcher, since the
city administration will not have
the power to perform many of the
promises, as for example, lower
street car fares. An increase in
relief allotments of 33 1-3 per cent
is algo included, and also that per-
ennial subject, which like the
weather, everyone talks about but
does mnothing, the South Minne-
apolis-Milwaukee railroad tracks
problem.

The Action Army |

weeks?

Woodworkers

Close Mills;
84,000 Vote

SEATTLE.—Sawmills in the Pu-
get Sound area closed down and
strike action threatened to spread
to other points, as a referendum
involving 84,000 lumber workers in
the Pacific Northwest began last

week. No industry-wide strike has
bheen called and negotiations with
operators are proceeding on a num-
ber of fronts.

The wage demand calls for a flat
10 cents an hour increase, one of
the basic demands set down hy a
conference of lumber workers held
recently in Longview, Wash, Other
demands considered basic by the
Federation of Woodworkers are un-
ion hiring halls, the 6-hour day and
the 30-hour week.

Over 800 delegates representing
timber and sawmill workers
throughout the Northwest and Pa-
cific Coast states met at the Long-
view conference. Plans for the for-
mation of a National Federation of
Woodworkers were digcussed and
organizational steps devised.

A constitution, providing for dis-
trict council autonomy and refer-
endum vote on the acts of the
Federation, was formulated by the
delegates. :

BUY DEBS STAMPS.

BUY DEBS STAMPS.

LABOR ACTION,
236 Van Ness Ave.,
San Francisco, Calif.

By FRANK STERN
Why hasn’t Labor Action appeared for the past three

The explanation is a simple one.
The printer demands money for his services. So does the

postoffice, the engraver, the stationer and numerous oth-
$ers.

Some of these give us credit,
but credit has its limits.

Because in its initial period La-
hor Action was published regularly
our comrades and our readers were
lulled by a false sense of security.
The illusion seemed to have bheen
created that we were beyond worry-
ing about finances.

Salaries of functionaries can wait
but the printer must be paid. The
only way to pay him is for those
of us who want to see Labor Ac-
tion continue to dig down and help.

This issue is made possible
through the extraordinary sacri-
fices and efforts of a few comrades
in California,

One comrade in the Oakland
branch who is on rellief and has
two children to support gave her
last five dollar bill this week in
order to assist. A number of other
comrades in Oakland got together
and raised fifty dollars. Comrade
Schwind of Berkeley gave a con-
tribution of $25.00 and promised
more,

Two Los Angeles comrades gave
a total of $65, one of them giving
$40 and the other $25.00.

A letter has gone out to all our
subscribers. All that is asked from
each of them is that they send us
fifty cents for the two enclosed
prepaid subscription cards. If
enough subscribers reply it will
give us an opportunity to lay a
solid financial foundation

Comrades and friends all over the
country have written to us telling
us how indispensable Labor Action
is to them in their work of building
the party.

‘Words of praise are appreciated
... but dollar bills keep Labor Ac-
tion going .

DON'T DELAY!!! Fill out the
coupon below and mail immedi-
ately

Enclosed find my contribution to Labor Action.

I pledge to contribute §........... Y S regularly each
month for.............. months.
Name....... Y6 |, O .
Address..

State

Attack hisrupters

By ROY E. BURT

Last May the American Com-
munist party presented a proposal
to the regular convention of the
Socialist party. This convention,

the highest body of the Socialist
party, answered that proposal by &
unanimeus refusal.

At the national executive com-
mittee meeting in New York in
November, a communication was
again received from them In which
they presumed to give direction to
Socjalists ag to how they were to
run the party. This communica-
tion was acknowledged and filed.
Then the national executive com-
mittee issued a statement to the
membership of the Socialist party
last month.

Now again the Communist party
presents a communication, not pre-
gented this time to the official So-
clalist party, but addressed to the
membership through a wide spread

and public distribution pamphlet
entitled, “An Appeal to Soclal-
ists.”

Again it presumes to give direc-
tion to the Socialist party as to
how we are to conduct our own
affairg, The presumption of this
appeal ig characterized by an in-
sincerity and hypocricy of tremend.
ous proportion.

While using words and phrases
that pretend concern for the future

of the Socialist party it deliber-

C. P. Refuses

United Front

LYNN, Mass.— Approached by
the Socialist Party branch here to
hold a joint meeting for raising
money to be divided equally be-
tween the Debs Column and the
Technical Aid, Jack Green, organ-
jzer for the Stalinists in Lynn is-
sued the following refusal:

“The Society for Technical Afd
to Spain of Lynn cannot enter into
a United Front with the “friends of
the Debs Column’ in Lynn, which
purports to send men to Spain to
help fight Franco, so long as mem-
bers of this organization openly
declare that the present Spanish
Government is not the one that
can carry through the struggle
against Spanish Fascism.”

Affirming their solidarity with
the workers of Spain, representa-
tives of the Socialist Party branch
answered the Stalinist organizer
with a signed statement:

‘“We helieve that the present gov-

ly, judicial murder?

NINI ROLL ANKER, LARS
BERG, SIGUARD HOEL, HELGE
KROG, GUNNAR REISS ANDER-
SON, AXEL SANDEMOSE, NILS
COLLET VOGT, ARNULF OVER-

ernment of Spain headed by Largo
Caballero cannot carry to a suc-
cessful conclusion the struggle
against Franco, which we believe is
a struggle against the Capitalist
system.,

“We bhelieve that in order to pre-
vail the workers must rise and
take concrete action upon the slo-
gans ‘L.and to those who till it,
‘All power to the Soviets,” and
‘Freedom for Morocco.” The Capi-
talists and Landowners must be
expropriated as a condition of
winning the present conflict. The
only organization that approaches
our views on the above matters is
the P.O.U.M.

“Nevertheless, we believe in the
Leninist United Front, which per-
mits organizations of the working
class who differ in matters of
strategy and tactics to criticise
other organizations within the
united front and proclaiming pub-
licly that such other organizations
cannot successfully lead the work-
ing class.

“We are ‘Friends of the Debs
Column,” which includes a majority
that does not share our views.

“Long live the World Revolution!

‘‘(Signed) JOSEPH STEELE,
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