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Since Keep Left last aspeared there have been a number of
developments well worth further study. The position of the pr1V1leged
classes in the Near East has been seriously threatened, notable
examples being Egypt and Persia. Of coirse, neither Négulb or
Mossadeqg are the saviours of their impoverished peoples, but they
have realised that unless they do something to improve the position
of their masses they too will be swept out of power.

In South Africa the coloured peoples’' civil disobedience
campaign gathers strength, Bvents may reach a climax sooner than
many think, or would Yike.,  The repressive, Fascist methods Dr. Malam
has adopted will not preserve Imperialism or the subjection of the -
native population.

The strikes and demonstrations by Belgian conscripts against

'.:,the gxtension of their military service has obviously worried N.A.T.O.
. officials, Despite the incessant war propaganda of the Western

capitalists, the peoples of Europe are not impressed. A point that
certain sections of the Labour movement here would do well to note

wag that large sections of Belgian industr 4l workers struck in
sympathy with their conscripted comrades.

The most important development at home is the Trade Unions'
determination to press their wage claims., Both mrices and profits

have increased considerably in the first s’x months of this year,
ctd.
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ToLL.: =zZiz zezwvs remaeined almost static. To this we must add the

_ ‘rrment's cttack on the social services, Do the Tories
zriously believe that the workers are willing to accept lower
tendsrds in order to prop up the tovtering capitalish economy?

Mr, Churchill has had to bow to the inevitable and decided
e—2djustnent" of our arms programme, Another secoret
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IN RED VIENMA

At the beginning of July nearly thirty thousand young socialists
srom twenty-six countries gathered in the H8rndiwald just outside
Vizrnne. This was the 1952 international camp organised by the
International Union of Socielist Youth (pronounced 'Yoosey!')

The campers lived in "tent~towns", each named after a famous
leeder of international Socialism, Organisation was in the hands
°f & camp Parliament, clected by the "towns", and the Parliament
Blrgermeister Nathenial Welbeck, Organiser of the Gold Coast
Convention Peoples!' Party.

The Africens and Indians werec undoubtedly the stars of the camp,
znd were constently surrounded by hundreds of oontlnental comrades
egzing for autographs snd snspshots,
vic. were vidted by President K8rner, head of the Austria
uclic, and talks were given by Harold Wilson, Andre Philipe,
rr. ¥oe (Norway/ and Erich Ohlanhauer (Germany).

3 ’ci

Zrnguage, of course, was one of the main difficulties.  Announce-
ZinTs on the loudspeaker system often had t0o be repeated in ten

-Lrzutzzg.  Desplite the prescnce of some active Esperantists, conver-

STTICn owes usually carried on in a2 mixture of pidgin English and

SIETnlra, ¥ith the addition of two words of German, this was suff-
=r.t . >r mest purposes, 'Freundschaft! (Frlendshlp), is the greet-

~z2e2d by Austrian and Germen Socialists and was adopted by everyone
'bitte! secems to mean 'please', 'don't mention it', 'l beg your
, 'excuse me' and practically anything else according to context.
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1des the discussion mcetings, meny other activities were

d, including sports compectitions (an Austrian team won the
ncmpionship), concerts, and +tours of the city.  These were
'Cld Vienrs', with its churches and cathedrals, and to 'New
trne schools, kindergartens and workers'! flats built by the
= sdninstretion of the city.
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RITA'S COLUMN,

. Woll Readers after a well-sarned rest from us, we are
back again, which means the resumption of Keep Left Editorial
Board mee tings and how we have missed them, thoss plsasant k4
evenings spent with good friends, good food and good
intellectual conversation - don't you bslieve it, 1ts pure
vedlam, TWhese Editorlal Board meetings seem to get worse 1if
that is at all possible, Everyone at the mecting seems
detcrmined to speak at once end on practically any subjcct.

How anyone can call 1t a Keop Loft Editorial Board Mectlng
nopody knows, Somcone with a consclence usually tries %40

bring the mecting round to 1%s original purpose but most
attempts meet without success and we continue £t o hear of Aunt
Fanry's cardigan and occasionally a male volcc pipes in with
news of the latest crickct score, jot planes and what have you.
How the magazine (if it can bec termod as such) cver gots |
printed and further still actually reaches you 1s an even
despor mystery. Sometimes however, we do get our hoads down
and this 1s the casc in our October issue, sO be sure not to
miss your copy. Place your order now and takc the oppor tuni ty
of recading this magpzine which 1s crammed full with vicwpolnts
a nd talking of viewpolnts plcase don't forget that we 'ro '
always interested in yours. Wc cannot unfortunetcly pay you &
guinca for cach one published but who wants & guinea, I can
well imagine your views on thatisess. | |

Our dear fricnd Sylvia might not have very many ideas, -
which is just as well, but when she does wet oOne 1% cortainly
makes up fo r an awful lot. When making out the programme 1Or
the Summer somcone suggested having a rawble., Strange though
it may seem Sylvia actually wanted %0 go, But this was not to
be an ordinary remble or should I say 'rabble'. Leagues all
around were contacted and we werc very pleased to meet friends
from St. Albans, Merlow and Wicknam and getilng nearor homs,
Hendon, Chorley Woods was tho place chosen, All went well but
the party got split up as is often thc case and soms decided 1to
take the walk through the wood and othcrs the gasier, though not
as intercsting, walk along the road., Necdless TO say those
wa lking through the wood arrived very late at thce tea rooms
preatnless, dishevelled but full of the wonderful tlme they nhad
had, Wo bot they did?! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves
desplte the usual Bank hollday weather.

As nobody seems L0 bG gotting; engngod, Pat and John Martin
docided %0 do something about glving this colum something %o
wrltc about., Yes, there will be an additlon to the Martin

family in November. Just think our first Kecp Ieft baby. This
will corteinly start us &ll knitting, |
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In Red Vienna (ctd. from Page 2)

For me, the highlight of our stay was the torchlight demonstra-
tion, in which fifty thousand Socialist merched through the centre
of Vienna, while many more looked on.,

I shall always look back with pleasure on the Vieima canp.
It gave me the chance t6 make some new friends to exchange views
with comredes from other lands and to eat Wiener Schnitzel.

Cyril Smith
K % K%

THE MARTYRS OF TOLPUDDLE

In 1831 the agricultural workers in the little Dorset village
of *olpuddle were living on 9/~ a weck - one shilling a week less
than the average for the county. At that time tea was 6/-d per
pound, sugar 6d to 8d per pound, and candles (the only form of light)
65d for eight.

George Loveless, one of the workcrs and a Methodist lay Preacher,
brought his fellow workers together and approached the Viecar of
Tolpuddle, Dr. Warren, asking him to arrange a meeting between them=-
selves and their cmployers.. He did so. At the meeting the Vicar

-~ 8ald "I am witness betwecn you men and your mesters that if you go
quicetly about your work, you shall receive for your lebour =as..
much &8 any man in the district, and if your masters should attempt
to run from their word I will undertake to see yocu righted.
S50 help me Godr,

It was with a shock that the men subsequently learned that
Dr. Warren completely denied having made such = promise.  The
employers had been told that they need not pay more than they wish,
They then reduced wages to 7/~ per week, and threatened to reduce
them to 6/= per week. It was then that the workers started to
combine. George Loveless was foremost in everything cconcerned
with the life of this small community - he was looked upon os their
leader - and it was to him that the r-onle loocked for advice and
guidance, He did not fail them. He had read about Trade Unions
in London, and the North of England, so why not Tclpuddle? In
October 183%, with the help of two delegates from London, the
"Friendly Society of Agriculturcl ILebourers" was established at
Tolpuddle, Meetings were held at the hcme of Thomas Stanfield.
Trades Unionism hed ccme to Tolpuddle.

On Decemb«r 9th 183%3% a labourcr named Edward Legg attendea oz ;
neeting and esked to be initiated into membership. He was swoirn i
into merbership with the usual solewn rituat, in the same mannsr ’
used by Priendly Societies and Freemasons. There was nothirs

improper about the cercmony. after the meeting Legg infcroe
ctc.
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employers of all that happencd at the meeoting. Onn the morning of
February 24th 1834 George Loveless and five others were arrested on
& charge of administering an unlawful ocath. They were fcorced {0
walk for six miles in powing rain to Dorchester Jail, where they
were put intc conviet clcthes, their heeds shaved, and forced to
sleev on a pile of straw on a stone flouor.

In prison the Chepl:n informed them, that if they did but know it
they were much better off on 7/-d per wecek than their employers whom
they proposed to ruin by asking for a rise in weges.

They were charged under an Act of 1717, which was passed to put
down mutincers in the Navy, It only took the Jury 20 minutes to
find them Guilty. On Monday, March 19th, 183%4, James Loveless,
George Loveless, Thomas Brine, John Stanficld, Thomas Stanfield, and
- James Hammettwere sentenced tc geven years transportation. Within

three weecks they were on their way to Botony Bey.

George Loveless was not in a fit condition to travel with the
cthers so he was sent to Austelias later, Never were they free fron
the chain hetween snkle =nd weist, which was cne of the badges of
their state end which clsnked and rattled at every mcment. Thelr
bodies, their clcthes, their beds, the very walls cof the priscn ship
were infested with vernin, Punishments were frequent and arbitrary,
ranging from a reduction of reticns or an increase in the wcight of
the irons, to = flogging of unspeskable severity.

-

Tne journey took 111 days.,

The story of their hardships in Australisz would take too lcng to
tell in "Keep Left", so I rust leave you to imagine (if you pocssibly
can) the life these gallent men led in Australia, working in chain
gangs for long hours, nc pay, wet, dirty; living under the worst
possible conditiwns - zll because they dared to form 2 Trade Union,

Meanwhile at home there was great sgitaticn for their release,

The Grand National Consclidated Trade Union felt that its own
existince was at stake. 1t concentrated the whole of its force
crganising meetings and petitions of protest. It quickly established
centact with the principal Unions in the North, who collaborated in
the agitaticn.  Petitions poured intc the House of Commnons, presented
in m=any cases by pecple who expressly discleimed that they were
suppcriers of Trade Unic:'s, but who were, none the less, revclted by
the vindictive charscter of the sentence.

The Grand Naticnal Trade Union celled & Grand Meeting of the
Working Class cn.-March 24th 1834, This meeting, attended by over
10,000 people, passed a resclutiocn - moved by Robert Owen - protest-
ing against the trial and cruel sentence., otd.,
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A petiticr was agreecd at this meeting esking the King t¢ suspend
the sentence, 1t als. asked that a Parliamentary Committee be set up
¢ examine the principles and cbjectin ~f the Unicns, William Ccrbet
presented this petiticn tc Parlicment, but it was crdered tc¢ lic on
the table. | ' | |

Protest meetings were held 211 over the country, money came from
varicus Trade Unicns already in exist .nce, ~

Steadily, but surely, this agitaticn reflected itself more and
nore in the changed attitude on the part of Members whc had hithertc
been hostile t¢ the demand for releaseée. Mr. Hardy (Bradford} whg gn
March 26th called Trade Unicns & curse by April 14th had so changed
his views that he cculd se¢ no objection to Workn-n entering intp )
combinaticns to bettering their cunditicns, This was typical gf
the chenged tone Members were adcpting.

JeaRoebuck M.P. speaking as a Lawyer contended that the men
were not only mor-liyv, but legally innccent, Jeseph Hume announced
in the Hcuse that cover 800,000 people had signed petiticns for releasce
Thomas Wakely, the Member fur Finsbury, recently elected, presented
the petitions.

Wekely presented = motion t¢ the Iz~ ®-r a free pardon, but
Liord John Russell (Home Sec) cppcsed and the mctlon.was lcst (308 -
82 votes), but a first mcve had been made.

A conditionsl pardon was offered for James Hammett, John and
Thomes Stendfield, and James Bryn, after they had been overseas for
two years.  George and James Loveless were regarded as ringleaders
and were not tc be 2llowed tc revurn to Englend, Cn March 1l4th 183%6
after Wakely had presented seversl more petitions to the House - Lord
John Russell stated <that His Magesty had heen ploased to grant a free
pardocn tc =211 the men. :

' The news was immediately communicated tc¢ the wives end fam&lliﬁ
¢f the six absent cnes, but a long time was to elapse before their

loved ¢nes were 1o return again 1o Tolpuddle. ¢
Gocrdon Pocyner - wgmbley south L.L. O Y j
. | ' | *******

DON'D FORGET THE WEMBIEY SOUTH'S G R EAT DAY AT BARHAM PARK

ON SATURDAY SEPWEMBER 13th At 2,0 p.m. {(under ccver if wet)
| | KKK KW He -

There will be no Octcber Kocp Left, but instead the Editorial Bord
are prcud tc announce that they w1ll publish & special PAMPHIET -

ST - W~ Sayre MMV RN ppm— =

;uw_*sh“” & Baitor - Miss C, Morrls, 53 Ormesby way, K@nton, Herrow
--*artﬁai%%ragi gggrgersnnal opinicns c¢f the writers and not necessarily
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