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to create new industries, So
where is this money going to
come from? There is no: ¥ay any-
one is going to lend them cnough
money to end unemployment. On
the contrary the bankers are’
very well aware that far from
things improving they are guing
to get worse. The only way we
can get the resourees to create
new jobs is by taking it; by nat-
ionalising under workers' con-
trol the wealth and resources of
this country and initiating a

%2 County National Flan to pro-
vide jobs rather than profits.
While such a move would benefit
the vast majority of the Irish
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anna Fail and the Coalition rep-
resent, The point is not that
any of these parties is uncoble

to end unemployment but that

they are unwilling to take the
necessary neasures. The obstac-
les to solving unemployment are
ultimately not economic but pol-
itieal,

Both the Coalition and Fianna
Fail recognise only tooc well that
they are totally unable to solve
the cconomic eriesis and it will
fet steadily worse and worse; and
as more and more people are with-
out jobs and real wages continue
to fall the working class will
begin ti Ffight back. 1t 1s this
"problem" which they are prepar-
ing to solve by increascd rep-
ression., 50, in reality, desp-
ite their pretended differences,
the Coalition and Fainna Fail

are united in their policies;
defend the status quo north and
south by escalating repression.
It is for this reason that we as
eocialiste have as our main

slogan - VW)TE LAGAINBT REPREESIOHt

FIGHT BACK NOW! i |

B =
But while we realise that only
socialist measures can ensure
Jjobs for all and ccen tonds
ard of living we1§1§5 Pgalfggﬁbh
to advocate a blueprint for the
future, we must begin to organise
workers, women, students; small
farmers, the unemployed and the
youth to fight for their rights.
And we must begin now! Young
people out of work can see ho
way forward amnd if they are to
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mount z real struggle agaipst. lin-
employment, the organiser %Eggeﬁfvc

them confidence by showing stremgth, _

gspecially in the arez of redund-
ancies., The samc is true in all
other areas. I1If we pr¢ to support
the Northern minority in getting
rid of British troops and ending
gsectarian di ssrimination we must
tirst of all mount a powerful cam-
paign in defence of civil libert-
ies and democratic rights whick are
being rapidly eroded, Likewise in
education; a truly democratised ed-
ucational system is not possible
intil we can first of a1l fight to
maintain existing standards and
facilities, Because a working cleass
which lacks the experience nof fight-
ing to defend democratic rights nnd
its own immediate interests will
never achieve a Socialist Republic,
S0 rather then seeing these elect-
ions as just another gimmick by the
rulimg class we must ses them as ap
opportunity to bezin the fight back,
FOR 4 BLUESHIRT GOVERNMENT - VOTE
LABOUR!

The central point in thege electw
iong is the extent to which an opp-
asition emerges Lo the government's
rolicy of repression; and it is
around this issue that we should
judge the various parties and
candidates. It is unfortunate that
the larcest party which claims all-
eziance to the working class, the
Latour Party, should stand four
gquare behind the repressive pol-
icies of the government. Labour
ministers such as Cruise Q'Brien and
Michrel O'Leary have made a point
of ceing the most ardent and virul-
ent exponents of police state meass
ures while almost all the other
Labour TD's have come grovelling

in behind every Blueshirt attack
aen democratic rignts., They have
participated in ¢ povernment which
has administered bis erosions: im
living standards of the workers
without muttering a word of diss-
ent, If we want = real party rep-
resenting the interests of the work-
ers therc must be no coalition wiih
» party like Fine Gael. By voting
for candidates who publiecly supp-
art repressipn we would not be
strengthening spposition within the
Labour Party but giving thoge who
trail behind the Blueshirts a blank
cheque for the future, For this




- reason we advise nat to vote Lab-
dug - althouzh exceptions should
be made for people like David Thorn-
leywho, however critically, have
publicly opposed repression.

THE NEW OPPOSITION

Despite Labour's continued servile
participation in coalition this
election has shown signs of the em=-
ergence of new oppositoon forces
in the 26 Counties. This oppos-
ttion, zlthough presently fragnent-
ed, and creates the possibility of
initiating mass struggles azainst
the repressive policies of both
Fianna Fail and the coalition.
most significant forces to come
out in oppositinn to these policies
are the independent Labour candid-
ates for Artane and Finglas, Matt
Merrigan and Noel Browne. In their
prograume they declare their in-
tention of campeigning against

the National Wape Agreement and and
for full defence of civil libert-
jes and a comprehensive family
planning service. Given this and
their links with the labour move-
ment a strong poll for thenm will
open up big oprortunities for
launching neti ual campaigns

around these issues and for mount=
ing a fight within the trade un=-

jon movement to defend workers'
rights. The chairperson of the
Irish Republican Socialist Party,
Seamus Costello, is also high-
-1lighting the issue of represasion

and deserves to be supported, We
alsc suggest voting for the Comm-
unist Party candid ates and for
other candidates op-osing repression
- for example James McKenna in
Ballyfermot. Unfortunately Sinn
Fein - The Workers' Party have been
driven by their obsessive hatred

of the Provisionals 1into a position
of neutrality on the question of
civil iiberties and are sometimes
supporting repres-ion, Their can-
didnte in Limerick has tried to

jump on to the glerical bandwagon
which is 'anti-vandalism' and he
actually calls for more police in
working class areas {1) and for
more detention cemtres (1!). Sure-
1y any socialist would realise that
the real criminals who are ultim-
ately behind vandallsu are those

who deprive working class people

of a decent standard of living

snd their areas of proper amenities.
Hather than calling for these young

The

people to be locked up ve call on
them to direct their anger azainst
the system which oppresses them,

wEC TIOM DOGY CANDIDATE

The campaign of Joe Harrington, a
Socialist Republican sponsored

by the "Bottom Dog' newspaper,

in East Limerick, is very import-
ant for the development of af a
militant socialist opposition in
the Lebour movement., In an inter-
view with SOCIALIST REPUBLIC Joe
Harrinzton explained that he was
contesting the electioan in order
to popularise the idea of the nec=-
esrity for workers to organise
themselves to fight against unem-
ployment and repression. '"We can-
not trust the politicians, we cal
only trust in our own gtrength".
He also stressed the nesd for a
fight for womens' rights pointing
out that despite ten years of pro-
mises we still dom't have contra-
ceptives freely available throught
the health service. He hoped in
the course of his campaign to b
build support for the Contra-
ception Action Programme (CAP) .

He also defends the rights of small
farmers: "Too many people fail to
distinguieh between the big ranch-
ers and small farmers. It is only
the ranchers who have henefitted
from the EEC. Most semall farmers
are no better off than the aver-
age factory worker. Indeed they
are ofthe worse off. The small
farmers are the natural allies

of the working class'. dJoe Harr-
ington welcomes the emergence of

a left wing opposition to the gov=-
ernment's policies especially the
candidature of Browne and Merrigan.
He hopes to combine with them and
anyone else interested in building
a4 mass action movement in defence
of civil liberties. He believes that
nthese elections can be the beg-
innin; of a real fight back agzainst
the erosion of democracy and the
working class's standard of 1liv-
e

STOP THF FROSION OF CIVIL LIBERTIES -
{ YOTE AGAINST REPRESSION:

SUPRORT THE STRUGGLE AGAINST REP-
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