Fora

Workers Republic

Journal of the Irish Committee for a Marxist Programme

Special Edition

DOWNING STREET

DECLARATION

WE WANT

FREEDOM,

NOT

CLARIFICATION

The Prime Minister ... reaf
firms that they will uphoid the
democratic wish of a greater
numbper of the people of North-
arn lreland on the issue of
whether they prefer to support
the union ..

There is no need for explanation
or clarification of the Downing
sireel declaration. It s a clear at-
tack on the democratic rights of
the Insn ceople, denying them the
rignt 1o self-determinaticn ang =i-
=valing ‘o the status of natural law
the velo of an anificial minonty

The deciaralion marks the begin-
ning of 2 new offensive by the
Sritish. and down the road lies a
revamped Stormont, new powers
or the sectanan Unicnist  peliti-
c:208; 8 new era of discrimination
ang oppression.

Barricade

~ushed to the forefront by the new

Price 10p

John Maior his pl_an:::a'afin London &

accord are the politicians of Fi
anna Fail and the SDLP. Their
policy 5 o prolect their wailets
and make sure that the Inish work-
ing class are never in a position to
unite against them. They are quite
happy to stifch up the nationalist
working class in the North and to
build a barricade sel in concrete to
reinforce parition, prevent Irish
unity and mainiain the fragmenta-
tion of the working class.

Confusion

A major 2lement in the wroie of-
fensive has besn the mistakes and
cenfusion of the Republican lead-
ership. The concept of the Na-
tionalist family has isolated the
movement from radical forces,
aspecially in the South, Now they
confess that a militanst stralegy
does not offer 2 way forward, but
offerthe false aiternative of capitu-
lation to the naticnalist parties and
acompromisa withimpenalismthat

affectively rips the heart cut of the
repuplican programme.

Alternative

The majority of republican mili-
tants have ‘Juite clearly rejected
this. Now they need to fight back
and construct a new strategy that
demolishes the fake alternatives
of military adventures versus ca-
pitulation. The first task is o over-
come the democratic deficit buiit
up by the republican leadership -
1o reject secrat diplomacy, consui-
tation and cocnventions and Ze-
mand an open conference of the
oppressed that can definitively re-
ject the Downing street deciara-
tion, declare thal insh self-deter-
munation is our ngnt and turn away
from the capitalist coilaborators
iwho rule in the 26 counties and
towards our natural allies among
working people in all 32 counties.




No to Major-Reynolds!
No to Hume-Adams!
Self-determination

and Socialism!

On 5th October 1968 a peaceful
demonstration in Derry was bru-
tally batoned off the streets by
the RUC, leaving 96 people in
need of hospital treatment. Tel-
evision pictures showed a big-
oted and bitter police force sav-
agely attacking a demonstration
demanding no more than civil
rights for British citizens. A few
months later in the same city the
RUC murdered two old age
pensioners,Samuel Devenny
and Francie McCloskey. In Au-
gust 1969 the North finally ex-
ploded as loyalist mobs attacked
catholic areas and the British
army was sent unto the streets
to take over from an exhausted
and demoralised RUC. Only two
years laterin 1971 did thelRA kill
its first British soldier. All this
seems a long time ago now.
moral rightness of the civil rights
campaign and the following
struggle against Stormont has
been buried in an avalanche of
propaganda about "the men of
violence" etc. and the overriding
need for "peace’. However the
origin of the present crisis shows
thatthe real problem today is not
one of "terrorism” but the exist-
ence through partition of a state
which can only survive thrnu?':
sectarianism and violence. Ift
IRA decides to end its campaign
it will not be because ofthe over-
whelmingdesirefor "peace’, nor
even that it has embraced a So-
cialist programme which subor-
dinates military activity to work-
ers unity and action. It will be
because British and Loyalist vio-
lence has finally defeated it.

The evenis of 1968 and 1262 dem-
onstrate that the problem predates
theiRA. lishowed a sectanan state
whizh divides not only workers in
the North along sectanan lines but
divides all Insh workers and sepa-
rates British workers from a unity
and sympathy with the workers of

lretand. Catholic workers remain
over twice as likely 1o be unemployed
as Prolestant ones and continue fo
have on average a lower standard of
ivng. Torture, intemment and mur-
derhave allbeen employedtodestroy
iheir resistance 1o Bntish rule. Profes-
tantworkers remain privieged only by

son with Catholics and forthes
marginalprivilegethey have soldthem:
selves 1o a bitter and bigoted seclar-
ian unity with their expioters, The
whole Insh working class is divided
Northand South, making # that much
easieriorpoth native andioreigricapr-
talism {o foist two seclanan and ex-
ploiting states onthem. Finally British
workers are condemned to an ali-
ance with their own ruling class in its
denial of sef-determination for the
Irsh peopie.

STRATEGIC INTEREST

One of the bigoest lies peadied today
isthat the British Govemnment 'has no
selfish strategic or economic interest
in Northem Ireland cited as 'proof of
thisisthe £3 bilion subsidisation given
every yearto Northem Ireland. In fact
this proves exaclly the opposite. The
idea tha! British impenialism forks ol
£3 billion every year out of the good-
ness of its heart is hilanous. While
Bntain cerainly wants to reduce this
bill, and hopes a victory against the
resistance will achieve this. it is quite
prepared 1o go on paying i i is the
pnce for maintaininga minimurm polit-
cal stabiltty,

When Britain sent s troops onio the
streals in 1969, it did 50 not 10 protect
Catholics (this lie has already been
naded by history) but 1o prop up the
northem statewhichwas falingapart
Britain stays in Ireland because ire-
landis strategically importartandtheir
role inthe North is crucial to the stabil-
ity of the country as & whole, Parition
iscrucial asthepolttical frmmework for
safeguarding stable conditions for

ationintne whoeoour:
try. The very idea that the siand of
Ireland next door to Brtan and witn
thousands of citizens living in Britain is
of no strategic importance 1s laugh-
able. Al the present time and the
foreseeable future Brilain sees no
other way to preserve these sirategic
interests than through direct occcupa-
tion of the North

i the real issue and the real cause of
violence is the sectanan slate and
British occupation what can we do
about 17 The utier fallure of repubh-
~anism has left anti-impenalists para-
lysed over the altlematives of continu-
ing fo support & nii_laz campaign

which is increasingly isolated and -
capable of de viclory, and an
almost ' surendertoim-

penahsm. This is the only allemative
offered by republicanism. To reject
the altemative is to reject republican-
ism and to reject ism el
requires an altemative. The oniyalier-
rativeis revoluth sociahism What
is needed is a sociakst analysis of the
national guestion and a socialst pro-
gramme o reconstruct the resistance
io impenalism and build the allances
and movement that will lead o vicion,

k is utterly clear that Brtish nue in
Iretand s undemocratic. Despie all
the critical verbiage about ‘con-
sent’ being the key to any settiement
partition was imposed by Biritain with-
outtheconsent andagainstthewshes
of the majority of the Insh people. It
only continues with the backing of
thousands of armed troops and loyalk-
ist=. The only democratic soluton to
this oppression is the nght of the Insh
people to self-determination

ARTIFICIAL STATE

Thissimpledemocraticright hasbeer
obscured nat only by the Brah=h and
iovalists in their attlempt 10 reinforce
partition but also by the SDLP and the
Southemgovemment. Nowthisoemo-
cratic ight is 1o be emasculated by the
lovalist veto which has been dressac




up as the consent of the people of
Northem ireland. They deliberately
forgetthetotally artificial and sectanan
rature of the state, created to rein-
force the divisions in the Insh working
class. Most icalofalisHume's
clain that we live In a ‘postnationalist
age (e.g it doesn't matter who rules
Ireland) whiehesi sk
io betray the struggleto British natior-
alism

Why 15 seli-detemmination for the insh
people the onfy democratic solution?
It is easy to see that Britain can have
no role in determining the future of the
Insh people and neither are the Prot-
estants of reland part of Briain, as
Britich as Finchley . Even the British
nave now acknowiedged that. The
British people claim for themselves
the unity and independence of their
stale but deny it 1o the Irish people
The unity of Brtish and Insh workers
which socialists seek can only be
achieved when this prvi is re-
jected by British workers and they 1oo
demand that their ruling class with-
draws from Ireland.

DEMOCRATIC VALIDITY

There is no democratic validity in the
demand for seli-determination for
Northerr: Irelanc. This is a totally arti-
ficiai stale created 1o ensure Protes-
tant majority - in effect self-determina-
tion 5 is totally seclarian, con-
demning Catholics in a Protestant
state 10 continued second class cit-
zenship. Inreality it is only a demand
for loyalist privikege and for Britain's
cortinued prevention of Inshunity and
independence. Only seli-detarmins-
tion for the Iish peopie simultane-
ously rejects Britain sinterference and
offersthe idea thal both religious com-
munities jointly delerminetheriutures
together. Theprospect of suchadsme-
cratic and non sectanan siate has
been hampered not only by Brtain
and lovalists but aiso by the Insh
caprabst class which has iooked to
the reactionany power of the catholic
church to bolster s ruie.

It has alsc been obscurad by the
rapublican movement failure 1© re-
main

true toits stated programme. While its
military campaign has been directed
at impenaiism it has not been free of
seiananism More imponantty ¢ has
rejacted any confrontation with the 26
country stale and the Insh capitalis!
ciass This has been disastrous nol
just for anv appeal 1 might have had
tor Protesiant workers but also forany
allemative t right have hopedioofier
1o scuthem workers. By proclaiming

{hat it does nol seek 1o undermine the
southem stale and actually has the
same aims as the capitalist parties in
the south it stands condemned for
endorsing the failure that exists in the
26 country stale. Extending the exist-
ing 26 country state o coverall of the
island could not possbly succeed in
winning southem workers to the ant-
impenalhst strugale  Achseving this s
crucialbecausethe lbsi 25 yearshave
demonstraled conclusively that &
to the North has no possibility of suc-
ceading. Al the same time it canl
exiend 1o the southem workers i all ¢
offers 1s & 32 country free state. The
republican strategy of seeking 1o ally
with Fianna Fail, the enemy of Insh
workers, put thern on the wrong side
of the struggle

Here wecometo the imit of any purely
gemacralic p me resincied as
it 15 1o the demand for sefi-determins-
tion. Evenifihe republican moverment
reject aliances with Ireland's middie
and capitalist class it would be totally
incapableof mobilising Ireland's work-
ers agains! impenaism.  To do this
woulkd require offering an altemative
io the inequality and oppression thal
exists in the 26 courties. Nothing in
the republican wes of & 'national de-
macracy’ would dothes. Only a social-
is! programime offers suchan aliema-
tive. Only astrugalethat seeksiogive
revolutionary leadership to the strug-
Jles of Irelands workers offers an
adequate altemative for confronting
and defeating not just mpenalism but
Inshcapitalism. In other words only in
the strugagle for socialism can seff-
determination be achieved. Only by
uniting all of Ireland s workers aganst
impenalism and captalism can parti-
tion and the sectarian state be
sSmasnec.

WORKING CLASS

Tne creation of an al Ireiand party of
theworkingclass withthis programime
is absolutely o achieve
this. H is ciear that the republican
movement is as naar 1o this as John
Hume is 1o demanding 'Brts Out
Gunded by such a strateqy sociafists
andeveryoneopposedioimpenalism
have basic tasks in the curment situa-
tion

1 Rejection of any alliances with
the SDLP and Dublin government.

2 Rejection of any compromise
with imperialism or loyalism.

3 Reaffirmation of the demands for
British withdrawal and self-deter-

mination for the Irish people as the
only road to real peace.

4 The call for unity of all ireland's
workers against British rule.

Inpracticalterms this means ng
notonly Hume-Adamsandthe

mo Stree! declaration but akso rel-
ance on a miltary campaign which 1s
going nowhere. In the North it would

mean a political campaign inst
mmdmur;@mmﬁ:nghts a&an
which will continue asthe half of

Bntish strateqy to encourage accent-
ance of the ‘camol . It means a cam-
paign in defence of workers agains!
sectanan attacks, exposingthe SDLP
and the trade union leadership who
call tor refiance on the British state It
means opposition 1o all deals which
will be proposed to seal the ‘peace
process’ with new seclanan siruc-
tures. Finally @ means rejection of
sectananismandanappealto Protes-
tant workers to reject loyalism on the
basis of democraticand class politics.

In the South it would mean constnic-
tion of a solidarity campaign with the
=] = inst impenaism in the
Nﬂﬁgma?wh alsc targe! the
viotation of democratic nghtsinthe 26
country state. i would meaninierven-
ing in the struggles of Ireland's work-
ers against the austerity offensive of
the govemment and for the
deienceofdemocrabic nghtsof wormen
against the catholic state and church,
Against alltalk of nationalist or loyalis!
'forums’ we shoulddemand aworkers
forum 1o discuss the needs of Ire-
land's workers o live free from op-

jon and on. Construct-
ing a strateqy to roll back the attacks
on workers Iving standards would be
the first priomy. The cuimination of
such a strategy would be the creafion
of & party which would unie the di-
verse siruggies of Ireland's workers
and oppressed giving them the reve-
Iutionary leadership required to efiect
the socalist transtormation required
1o fundamentally change the society
that presently exists.

The reconstruction of a mass resist-
anceaganstimpenalismandthe build-
ing of a revolutionary socialist party n
the whote of ireland will be no easy of
sudden task We can be confident
however that naither British impenal-
ism, the Dublin govemment or Hume-
Adams will e the answersiothe
problems facing the Insh workers
However, r a peace seflle
ment may be inthe short term itwill not
bringpeace. The British oo was
pooular’ when it first amved onto the
sirests. Things did not take long 1o
change. They will change again




The Left and the
Downing street
deciaration

Tha left in raland today, asinthe
past, is dominated by separate
and rival ‘raditions of Marxist
thinking. On the one side we
nave the reformed stalinistis in
the shape of the workers parny
and the Communist party of Ire-
tand. Bethparties have welcomed
the Downing street declaration,
The communist party believes
that Sinn Fein has been given an
historic opporunity to join hands
with the SCLP and Fianna Fail;

The Downing Street declaration,
for all its limitations, at least ac-
knowledges the Irish pecple as
one people. That must be built
upon by further struggle and by
winning international support |
and the opporunity for the He-
oublican movement o beinvalved
in direct discussions with the Brit-
ish and in the Mational Farum for
Peace and Reconciliation could
be vaiuable 'n Zeveioping the
turnback of Insh public opinion to
a confident assertion of naticnal
democratic rights

[Unity 8-1-84 p7 |

The Staiinist strategy for win-
ning national liberation struggles
onginates from a document The
thesis on the situation in China

passed by the Communist inter-
nationaiin 1927. Thislegitimised
workers pariies joining forces with
caries representing the capital-
st class in the context of a strug-
ale for national nghts. Through
vanous twists and turns they have
neld this policy fo the present
day, despite the ruinous political
capitulation 10 pro-imperiaiist
forces and the defeats this has
inflicted.

The ghost of this capitulation
hangs over stalinist suppor for
the betrayal of the PLO leader-
ship and the whole movement

towards compromise with imperial-
ism affecting many national libera-
tion movements across the world.
The outcome is always the same;
the bourgecis nationalisis always
siab working class anti-imperialists
n the back at the mest appropriate
mevement. Inireland fcday the offer
to make Albert Beynolds the custo-
Jian of the national struggle shouid
be repudiated.

Stalinism in ireland is today on the
decline. itsplaceon the leftisclaimed
by organisations like the Socialist
‘Warkers Mo vernent [SWM)] and Mili-
tani - beth of which claim allegiance
to the anti-stalinist tradition of
Trotskyism. while often showing
scant regard for the political pro-
gramme he espolsed,

The SWM show a‘classic opportun-
ismi in their reaction to the Downing
street declaraticn.

It offers nothing o workers and can
not bring peace. How could it when
it was drawn up by two Tory Govermn-
ments who have shown nothing out

~criampt for working-class peo-
Jia’?

Having stated the obvicus they
30 on fo show 2 hapoy indiffer-
ance fo the possibility that sec-
tions of the anti-impernalist move-
ment might support the statement

instead of cinning any hooes on
Mzjor and Hevnoids we need 1o
build ur: working class unity from
beiow. The first steg in that wiil
mean buliding a united fight back
against Tery plans o impose a
wagefreeze, tocut studentgrants
andtoout VAT onfuel. [Socialist
Worker Jan 24 p3]

The SWM hopes to avoid cam-
saigning on tha right o self-de-
iermination by displacing thisfun-
damental democralic principle
unto an abstract call for workers
unity. This evasive action will win
socialists few friends ameng po-
litically conscious Irish workers.
Cver an sxtended period of time
it would mean bowing to the
weight of unionism within the
Northernworkingclass. Although
inthe past the WM has severely
criticised the bread and butter
politics of the old Northern Ire-
land Labour party, it is clear that
their own position is only a left-
wingversion of this, Their refusal
to take a clear position 0 the
major peitical debate invelving
working class militanis in lrelana
today is the poiitics of socialist
avasion. It serves their move-
ment and the sirugaie as a whaoie
il

Irish Committee For a Marxist Programme

About ourselves

The insh Committee For a Marxist Frogramme was founded by former
members of Pecples Democracy, Irish Section of the Fourih Interna-
tional. We believe the most imoortant task facing us, a task bourne out
bv events. is io examine and update a working ciass programme for the
Inish reveiution. We intent to publish the results of our work and to build
a conference to launch a new working-class party.
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