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FOUNDEDR OF AMEDLICAN
TROTSEYISM

Jomes P, Cannon, founder of Amarican Trotskyism ond leader
for three decodes of the Seciolist Warkers party, the American
Trotik vist orgonization, died in Los Angeles on August 21 at
the oge of eighty-four. He hod spen! sixty=four of thoss yeor
in the struggle for the socialist revolution. That in itself would
be an achievement of no mean valve. But Connon was also

a leoder —- one who worked in circumstances that were for
from the most favorable and who remained ever confident in
the ultimote power of the ideas of Marxism.

Cannon coma fram the middle of the United States, the town
of Rosedale, Kanscs. He waos bom in 1890, His fother had
been an activist in the earliest American sociolist movement,
ond Cannon remained true fo his fother's tradition. In 1911

he joined the Industrial Workers of the World, the most mili-
tant ¢lass-struggle orgonizotion then existing in Americo and
the training ground for many of the future leodens of Americen
Communism. He worked os o froveling orgonizer for the MWW
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and later, undar the impact of the Octobar Revolution, be-
come g member of the Left Wing of the Sociolist party. In the
spring of 1919 he attendad the Maotional Conference of the
SP Left Wing faction and weos later a founding member of the
Communist Lobar party -- one of the two Third Infernationalist
groups o amerge oul of the 5P Left Wing. He become a mem-
ber of tha Motional Committee of the party in 1720 ond wos
ane of the centrol leaders who helped guide the fledgling
organization through Tt yeors of underground existence dur-
ing the Palmer rald witch-hunt aoffer the first world Tmperial-
st war. In 1922 he was a delegote 1o the Fourth Congress of
the Communist Intermational, where he met with many of the
leaders of the Russion revolution and obtained their support
in the fight to hove the American party move to a legal exis-
tence az the political situation began to chonge . He remained
In the leadarship of the Communist party until his expulsion
in 1928, During that time he was instrumental Tn building the
Continued on p. 31.
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I our editorial on the foll of the Coatano regime and
the Athens junta, we wrote: "The Francoist regime,
lost remaining Far=right dictatership In Edrope, has
been dealt o powerful blow. The impatient hopes of
the Spanish werking motses will be occentuated. There
oo some surprises moy be in the offing in the near
future . (INPRECOR, Mo, 5-6.)

Through their Fght against the Burgos trigk and their
strikes in Pamplona, Vigo, Ferrol, and elsewhers, the
I 5p|:|ni5|'| masses have proven fheir will to oppose capi-
talisf oppressicn and the dictatoship by direct oction,
It will not be easy for the Communist party ond itsal-
lies 1o channel this combativity towaord closs collabo-
ratien. Decisive confrontaticns are on the agendg on
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the. |besion Peninsula, ond revolutionaries throughout
the warld must prepdre o axtend militant solidority to
the Spanish waorkers

I this issue we ore publishing three items on the situg-
tHen in Spoin: on-interview with g leod]. _ member of

the LCR-ETA(V]) (Llgo Comunista Revalucionorie-Evz-
kodi ta Askatosuna Vi--Revolutionary Communist League
~Beque Motion ond Freedom, Sixth Congress), o sym—
pathizing orgonizotion of the Fourth Interngtional in
Spoing on account of the strike wave in Boix Licbregat;
ond an impartont document issued this summer by the
LCR=-ETAIVI) aullfning the situation in the countey and

the tasks of revolutionaries INPRECOR

THE
JUNTA DEMOCPATICAY

Cluestion. The policy of the Spanish Communist party has
been fo try to bring down the Francoist dictatorship by making
ari.allionce with the liberal wing of the Spanish bourgeaisie.
At his recent press conference in Poris, Sontioge Corrillo, o
leader of the CP, trizd to make this policy o reclity by an-
nouncing the creation of the Junto Democratica {Democrotic
Council). This new version of the earlier "Pact for Freedom®
is on attempted resporse to the enommous impact the fall of
the Portuguese foscist dictatorship hos had in Spain. What
does the Junta Democratica represent 7 |s a substantial frec-
tian of the Spanish bourgeoisie today prepared to enter into
an allionce with the CP?

Arswer, We think that the Junta Demccratico, corstihuted
in Madrid ot the end of July, falls within the continuity of
the palicy of the Pact for Freedom that hos been developed
by the CP for many yeors. As you say, it is o question of try-
ing to channel the deep impact that the foll of the Portuguese
dictatorship hos had on all of Sponish society to the benefit

of the CP's palicy of closs collaborotion. For the bourgecisie,
these svents have further sxocerboted the aleady deep polit-
ical crisis-and have deepened the internol controdictions. The
elearest manifestation of these divisions hes been the growth
of the so-ealled centrist currents of the bourgebisie, whose
political progrom is to “institutionalize" the regime, which
meors fo create vehicles for the expresion of the various
bourgeols fendencies so s to fill the vocuum that will guickly
be crected by the disappecrance of the Bonoparte, Franco.
Concurrently, the right wing of the regime Is becoming stronger.
This right wing, with the support of the Opus Del organizotion,
wants to impase itself os the guorantor of real continuity of the
regima. |n oddition, we have seen the first demonstrofions of
the "liberal™ wing of the bourgesisie, notobly in Catolonia.
But it represents only a very marginal sector. And it is not
even this tendency @ such that is ropresented in the Junta
Deémocratica o in the "democratic assemblies™ that may come
q!nng 1¢d|‘.‘l:¢' in the .Img; of the Cotalonia A—.’sil:ﬂ'lhl:i"- _Iﬂldﬂ}',
only a few bourgesis political pesonalities are geing aleng
with the CP palicy.
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Mevertheless, 1t must be recognized that the events of April
25 in Portugal have lant the CP's palicy of trying to put on
end to the Froncolst diciotorship through closs collaboration
much more credibility in the eyes of the masses -- and in the
eyes of a sectian of the vanguard os well.

* * *

@. The Workers Commissions have raised the slogan of a
general strike for this autumn, What is behind this? 1s ita
tactical tum by the CP oimed at toking on initiative to back
up its palitical maneuvers through a contrelled mobilization
of the masses?

A, The "peneral coordination” of the Workers Commissions,
which is essentially controlled by the CP, hes lounched o
zall for o penaral strike for the end of September or the be-

. ginning of October, but has not yet set a definite date. [1's
Intended to be a twenty-four-hour genaral shike for limited
objectives. There is no gquestion of faking over the work places
on that day. The demands advanced have to do with the strug-
gle apainst the high cost of living, for omnesty, and ogainst
the dictatership. This initiative by the CP is o response to the
real combativity of the werkers and an attempt fo conalize
that combativity o3 a means of pressure not so much on the
dictatorship os on the “cenirist” sectors in order to force them
inte @ political sgreemant. But in ony cose, we can expect
a rea! moss mobilizetion around the strike, one that the re-
formists will have trouble controlling completely. A lot da-
pends on the ability of the revelutionary organizotions to
mabilize the workers venguerd around militant positions. |
think it could be the biagest political mobilization against
the dictotorship since the struggles against the Burgos frials
in Deacember 1970.

* * »

Q. What will be the LCR-ETA{VT) resporse fo this exocerbo-
tion of the crisis of the dictatorship, to this beginning of de-
compasition that has arisen ofter the Portuguese events, to

tha sickness and impending death of Franco, and to the palit-
ical offensive of the CP?

AL Our organization still hos limited forces, inspite of the
strengthening we have experienced not only through the fu-
sion of the LCR and the ETA(VI) about o year ogo, but also

through the integration o few weeks ago of two small, local
arganizations: tha Bolshevik-Leninist Foction of Barcelona
and the Leninist Faction of the ETA in Guipuzcoa. But in the
current sltuation, our political influence and our capocity for
intervention are not at oll negligible . Obviously, we support
the calling of the genaral strike . We are geing to fry to con-
wines the workers fo organize generol ossemblies and elected
commithees in their work ploces in order to coordinate with
the Workers Commissions and the orgams of struggle that have
emerged o other sectors (students, teochers, high school-
ers) and wm workers orgonizotions so as o construct o
representative leadership capable of moking the general strike
o3 powerful a3 possible and of corrying out street demonstro-
tions in all the big cities.

We will propese o platform of struggle including demands like:
-- pocross the boord woge increoses of 5, 000 pesstas for all,
-= forty-hour workweek,

-~ reintegration of fired workers,

-- freedom for political prisonars,

-= freedom of ossembly, strikes, and crgonization,

== salf~determination in Euzkodi (the Basque country) and
Catalonia,

-— dissolution of the specialized repressive corps.

Moreover, we ore waging @ compajgn around the orgonizotion
of self-defense of struggles and demomstrations, for the over-
throw of the dictotorship through o revelutionary gensral strike,
and for the establishmant of @ workers government.

With the impending general strike, a united palicy is mone
than ever necessary, in the first place within the Workers
Commissions, but alse ameng the revelutionary crganizations.
We can reach an agreement to defend o class struggle posi-
tian agoinst the reformists with the Ligo Comunista (Commu-
nist Leogue, another Spanizh sympathizing organization of

the Fourth Internaticnal}, the ORT (Organizocisn Revelucio=
nario de los Trobajodores — Revalufionary Workers Organiza-
tion, a formation of Christion erigin), the MCE (Movimienta
Comunista da Espafio -- Sponish Communist Movement, g Moo-
ist organization), ond the COC. This certainly meons fighting
for the unity of all the workers orgonizations ogainst the dic-
tatorship.

In this way we will move toword an ccceleration of the rhythm
of class struggle in Spain ond on accaleration of the major
confrontations that are on the way . As in the post, we ore
sure we can count on the active solidarity not enly of the
sections of the Fourth Internafional but of the whole European
and world workers movement as well. [ ]




THFESTRIKES

IN
BAIX L1OBRECAT

After the struggle of the Seda workers during the post three
months and the repeated general mobilizations throughout the
Baix Lichregat region, the workers struggles mow under way
in the reglon comstitute clear proof of the will of the warkers
to respond in struggle fo the consaquences of copitalist infla-
tion and to fight to defend the [obs of militant workers who
hove been fired . (Since the beginning of the year, more than
500 have been fired In the province of Barcelona. )

Causes of the struggle

The struggle was launched lost May 21 by the 750 workers of
the Elsa glass foctory in Cormnella. The Initial demands, which
were discussed in the course of severc| general ossemblies of
the workers, were these: immediote, equal wage increoses

of 5,000 pesetas o month for all; refusal fo work on three
successive Sundays o month; and negotiotion of @ new con-
tract.

The employers responded to the work stoppages by clearing

out the foctory on May 24 with the oid of the repressive forces,
with the vsuol consequences of unemployment and ending of
wages for the workers, ond by firing two workers, one of

whom was the secretary of the legal commities of tha CHS.

Frem that very moment, selidarity -~ in many coses combined
with the demaond for a regional collective contract for the
metal Industry, which wos rejected by the employers -~ began
to spread throughout the region. At the Siemens plant the
workers pooled their overtime woges to support the Elsa work-
ers. Work stoppages, while they were of uneven duration,
broke out repeatedly in succeeding days. Fergot, Foura,
Piralli, Clousor, Fenixbron, Scler Almiral, Guma, Serra,
Tubos Bonna, Bardina, Dumper, Josala, Loforsa, Hules de
Gava, Enaxa, Drim, Metalarte, Stok, Tperin, Merwick,
Erorsa, Motocos, Germa, Plaamica, Brin, and so on for

fifty factories!

On June 1, during this wove of solidarity octiors, the 350
workers of Solvay, o chemical company in Martorell who last
January had won an equal annual wage increase for all of
52,000 pesetos, entered into struggle anew, demanding both
an additional 3, 000 pesefos o month increase in order to keep
up with the high cost of living and the reintegration of fired
workers. Here, as ot Eba, the employers responded with o
lockout and, with the suppart of the government, concurrently
forced glxty=three workers to keep working, under the pretext
that they had te keep the ovens functioning to avaid the threat
of an explesion.

The workers of the Harry Walker factary in Sant Andreu de la
Barca, who lest January won an annual roise of 34,000 pesetas,
also entered into struggle, first by organizing ememblies, then
by stopping work in solidarity with Elsa and Solvay. They de-
manded a 4,000 peseta increase for all, a forty-hour work
week, Integrotion of the highest-level bonuses into the bose
pay, and reintegration of three fired workers.

As wa offirmed June 8 in o common declaration of the Bar-
calona Provincial Committee of the LCR-ETA{VI) and the
Political Committes of the Bolshevik-Leninist Foction (o local
organization that hos since fused with the LCR=ETA[VI) --
IMMRECOR): “The struggle of the werkers of Baix Llebregat,
which hos only just begun, hos already obtained its fint re-
sults: reintegration of all fired workers except one ot Elsa

and a 2,400 peseta o month woge increase. But this time the
workers of Elsa and of all Bajx Llobregat want no layoffs. Thay
hove become corscious of their strength and want ful [ satisfoc-
tien of all thelr demands.” And, os of this writing, the strug-
gle s continuing.

Organization and weaknesses

Since the relationship of forces in Baix Llcbregat is much less
favorabls to the workers than 1t Is in the rest of Barcelono
province, it could oppeor paradoxical of first glance that such
a hard struggle as the one going on at Elso should be led by
the legal “trode-union™ representatives, thar 1he greater part
of material solidarity should be channeled through the local
section of the CHNS In the Comello aren, that mony meetings
should be held In the CNS headquarters and should also get
the de facto agreement of o section of the buresueracy of the
verticle trode-union, that the legal representatives should
have played a net negligible role in the struggle at Salvay,
that a series of solidority strikes should be decided on during
auemblies of legol representatives, thot these representatives
should also go along with the demand for a regional collective
contract in the mefal industry. All this could appear parodox-
ical, but in Fact it is not so parodoxical for those who knaw
tha compasition of the Werkers Commissions of the region,

for those wheo are aware of the orieptation they uphald. The
predominant forces in the region are the "Workers Commissions
of sectors, " also knewn as Prensa Obrera (Workers Press), the
nome of the paper they publish. The dominant tendency in
Prensa Obrera I3 the Bandera Roje (Red Flog) group, o so-
cialist orgonization of Christion origin.

Side by side with Bandera Roja, with less but by no mears
negligible Influence, we olso find the Workers Commissions
that follow the orientation of the Communist party. In spite
of the foct that Bandera Roja includes the most combative
sactors of the workers vonguard of tha region, the perspective
that the group presents differs little from that upheld by the
CP in workers struggles, namely, utilization of legal repre-
sentatives, negotiation of controcts, respect of “legal chon-
nels. "

This, in oddition to the weak implantation in the region of
organizations defending o closs-struggle line, explains the

fact that the majority of the workars still regard these methods
os useful weapors for thelr struggles, o a valucble instrument
in defending their demands, despite the foet that, at the be-
ginning of the year when the Sedo struggle waos going on, mili-
tants of the Workers Commissions began to guestion the line
being put forword by Bandera Roja and the CP, o line that
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was proving incopoble of stimulating a generalization of the
stregale

It is these saome combative alements, bath in the "Workers
Commissions of sectors” and in the Workers Commissions of
the CF orientation, whe have been the odvecates of forming
brooder and brooder pickeh o extend the strike, who have
mancged to drow the mojority of the Elsa worken into the
struggle ene woy or ancther, who are In process of pressing
for setting up an Independent coordination of workers to or-
ganize o general strike In the region te support the Elso and
Salvay workars, to defend their common demands, and fo re-
infearate all the fired workers. This is shown by the general
strike slogan that has now been rajsed by the laadership of
the Workers Commissicrs . It is these milltant who forced the
administration of the lagal representatives to be discussed in
assemblies; it wos these militants who hove pushed for the
elmction of commitiees by general assemblies to drow up the
liste: of demonds, which wos done ot Harry Walker .

Mavartheless, despite the strengthening of this mest conscious
currant in the course of the struggle Trself, the majerity of the
worksrs of Baix Llobergat continue to have confidence in the
neootiation of o regional contract, continue to believe that
partial work stoppages will be sufficient te force the Else and
Salvey managements to give in, and that combative legal rep-
resentatives will be wseful in the strupgle, despite the anti-
worker character of the CNS. Precisely n that lies the mzin
waakness of the struogle, @ weakness that is increasing the
difficulty of generalizing the struggle not only in the region,
but also in Barcelona, where struggles ke thowe ab AFA,
Faesso, and so on, testify to @ growing climate of ogitetion

in mast of the foctories. This climate is olse reflected in the

nagotiotions around the metablwedens’ controct, in which the
refermists hove ploced all their hopes.

The outlook

The struggle of the Elsa and Solvay worken has already losted
for o month. Partial work stoppoges In salidarity with them in
Baix Llobragat and the struggle ogainst the high cost of living
and against firings is going on and confinuing te develop
throughout the region, especially since the employers have
refised to negeotiale o regional contract. The situation is.aven
more explosive in Barcelona, ond the worken! sensitivity o
the Baix Llobregat struggle fs increasing every day. There ore
already many workers who are not prepared to wait for the
still very hypothatical results of the metalworkers negotiations
before lounching their own struggle for on immediate woge in-
crame, o sliding scale of woges, a forty-hour workwaek, the
defense of Fred militonts, ond ogoimst the infernol speedups .
The situation is similor at Sabodell, Terressa, Cerdonyola, ond
Badalono. There ore considercble possibilities for o generalized
struggle throughout the province.

That Is the alternotive revalutionaries are Fighting for within
the various Worlkers Commissionz, maliing unity proposals fo
the other ofganizations (ke the Ahri-cnpifﬂ“ﬂ Platioems:
and developing their own work in the foctories and neighbor-
heods, pushing for & conscious outflanking of the CHS ond the
contracts by rofsing the struggle for o unified platform of de-
mands, 1&lf-organization of the workers strugglss, ond orga-
nization of self-defense. As wes affirmed Tn a leaflet put out
by militant end sympothizers of the LCR-ETA(VI) and the
Baix Llobregot Balshevik-Leninist Faction: “All in struggle
for the demands of all!" That is the rood to victory [ |

LAISE 1L

BANNED OF 1HE

WOLKING CLASS!

The Chilean ond Portuguese evenis hove hod an important in-
fluence on the class struggle in Spain ot a porticularly grave
moment. There are three reasons for this:

{1} The evoporotion ofter the execution of Correro Blanco of
any passibility of Franco's succession taking the form of o
“varsonal Bonapartism . ®

[2) The approach of an economic recesion accompanied by
a very high rate of inflation, which everybody except the
government expects to begin next autumn.

{3} The maintenonce of the combativity of the mass movement,
which is prepared to defand itself ogoinst attocks on it stan-
dard of living ond ogainst firings. Cn this subject wa have
only to stress the emergence of regulorized struggles in the
countryside and their indirect effects on small merchants.

Under these conditions, the question of the Francoist dictator-
6

ship == ifs maintenance, transformation, olteration, of over-

throw == hos been ploced in the center of the strategic debate
and has oggrovated the contradictions within the bourgeoisie,

contradicHom that provoked an importont reorientation of the
gavernment of Arfas Mavarro and triggered o proces of polit-

ical regroupments within the workers movement. In their furn,
the totality of these actions and recctions, in spite of the em-
bryonie character of many of them, ore allowing for the clari-
fication of the perspectives of the cverthrow of Francoism and
the definition of the orientation that revalutionaries must give
o present struggles .

“Classic” and “radical”
centrism

The centrist current, which only a few montts aga constituted
the ideclogical bese and pillar of unconditional support for




the Arias teom, some of whose most significont figures were
members of it, begon to toke ity distance from the gavernment
from the moment that @ "radieal" wing began to develop with-
in it. The resson for this lies in the twoe varying inferpreto-
tions of the centrist palitical degme: "The necessary survival
aof the dictatarship is linked to it obility to regroup within it
political orgonizations representative of ell the principal foc-
tions of the bourpeoisie.

Cwe interpretation, whoss odvocates directed their octivity
toward changes that could be made while France is still alive,
considers the relationship of forces within the opparafus of the
diclatorship to be o decisive foctor and concludes, ofter the
striking reappecrance of the for right, that Arias represents
the maximum limit of the "opening” that con be mode today .

The other interpretation, whose odvocotes are olready orient-
Tng their activity with a view toward post-Froncoism, judges
that the possibi lities opened up by Arios are extremely norow
and prevent the realization of the dogma referred to above.
That is why the odvocates of this inferpretoticn hove roised
the banrer of institutianal reforms opening o grodual ond con-
trolled process of “Eurcpeonization” of the dictatorship, fhat
Is, of direct control by the big bourgecisie of Its slate oppa-
ratus and of recompesition of s sociol bose. While it fs true
that “radieal centrism" today has only on embryonic existence
arcund the personality of Frego, it hos brood possibilities of
strengthening itelf based on the defeat it expech Arios lo
suffer on the level of the Assoclotions and of constituting
after the death of Fronco the alternative pole to the Far right
within the framewark of the dictatorship. Thar is exoctly what
it hopes to ochieve.

The new far right

The Spanish for right has gone through o tronsformation be-
couss of the conversence within it, olong with the facist
bands; of arganizations of civil war veterarns, the memaing of
the “historic” pholonge, and & considerable fringe of the
armed forces and the police from the sector that wes "dis-
ploced" ofter the Correro government. Thus, the far right
forms g bloc, an allionee that is not based on ideclogical
idantity omong its various components -- on this level, the
divergences omong Iniesta, Giron, and Ferndndez ore very
cleor == but rather on political occords omong these most fm=
portant components in the present situation.

They are all In cgreement that the survival of Francalsm can
be based only on an intensification of ik dictatorial cherecter,
an infemsification in turn based on a "political army™ — the
amy of July 18 -- and o homogeneous state apparatus. It is
‘this army that oppears o the legitimate heir to Francoist bona-
partlsm. Consequently, their solution to the crisis of Spanish
capitalism, which, according to them, will rake on a life or
death character immedictely ofter the disoppearance of Franco
is an open military dictatorship cccompanied by @ brutal mess
repression, @ dictatorship Hghtly integrated with the big in-
ternational copitalist groups that hove proven their effective-
ness [n promoting copitalist development, as in the cose of
‘Brazil. Otherwise, they hold, the alternative is Portugel,
which showed the risks involved in o policy of concessions,
evalution, and weoknes that finally contominated the socred
rampart, the amy, thus leaving o "power vocuum™ and open-
ing the doar to revelution.

Thus, the alternative that the far right is pushing is not ex-
actly foscist. Although they unite, utilize, ond drow support
from the foscist bands, the most important sectors of this far

right, namely the “technocroi” and the officers, have nat
the tlightest intention or possibllity of constructing a clasical
mass foscist movement. Under their plans, the tok of destroy-
ing the mas movement devolves fundamentally on the official
repressive forces in colloboration with the fascist bonds. Mer
is it putsehist, for there is ne nesd to chonge o single one of
the besie laws, even the one naoming the successor of the dic-
tatar, in order to lagitimize on open militory dictatorship in
the country. The trump card of the for right is not that of
"ecup, " but pracisely thot of "continuity."

It is important to stress the fundemenfal role played fn this
bloc by the "nooveous. " Effectively, the "technocrab’ rep-
resent the bridgeheods of important financial and industricl
fnterests, the "motericl base of the dominant sector of Cpus
Diei within the palifical froction as such, confrol cver which
was and still is just as difficult o3 it is necessary for the Spon-
ish bourgeoizsie. And in tum, the whola far right i3 not un-
owaore of the foct thot it ts exocty these "exparn’ who make
the for right a credible alternative regime for big copital
They can only think of thelr "brothers"” in Belivia, Chile
and Brazil,

The “democratic” bourgeoisie

At the same time, and of the other end of the political spec-
trum, @ wing of the bourgecisie thal ne longer beliaves in the
dictotonhip hos oppeored . This wing is still limited to o series
of spokesmen who lock greot cobesion on the fundomental prob-
lems, ke what ottitude to toke toword the troditional workers
orgonizations, what the role of the army shicid be, and what
aftitude to toke fowerd the Arios government (pressura,; opposi-
ton, etc. ). But bwo obsarvalions miuat be mads:

== Many of these spokesmen are absolutely not “political phan-
toms” marginal fo the real interests of their own clms, but are
significant permonalities of big capilal respanding 1o the objec-
tives and ambitions of a foction of the bourgecisie that is so

for @ minority but nevertheless on important cne. { This is most
easily ssen in Catalonia. )

== The emergence of this group mepresents the most selid polit-
ical oppearonce since 1937 of o sector of the bourgeoisie ex-
plicitly sitvating iself outside of Franceism.

Beginning with thess two fock ond the international situation
-- particularly the Portuguese experience -- we can conclude
that this is the fint time since the wor thet o "democratic”
bourgeaisia has ocquired o ceftain pleusibility, a certain ca-
pacity for political intervention.

But the odjective “"democrotic” must be qualified in four woys:
1. Without the mosses. Apart from a few individual exceptions,
mnmrﬁl phentoms, the "demecratic” bourgeoi-
sie poses the problem of changing the regime absolutely opart
from the action of the masses. In this sense, they want to hear
no talk under the present conditions of “general strikes, * no
matter how peaceful they may be, above all becouse the "dem-
ocratic” bourgeoisie correctly doubts that o peaceful character
could be preserved. |t could not be otherwise with the Catalan
employers who experienced the Besos general strike o few
manths ago or with Huorte, who experienced the Pamplona
sirike.

2. With Don Juan. Thus, for the "democratic” bourgeoisie,
one of the fundomental conditions is that the change of the
regime must be legitimized. That i the role it infends fo be
played by the count of Borcelona (Don Juon, Conde of-Bar-
celono and fother of Juon Corlos;, the successor designated
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by Franco himself -~ | NPRECOR), for no "liberoting” sector
of the army hoy come forwerd. This condition Ts fundamental
at this peint, for the refusal of this fantastic penonality to
ploce himelf at the heod of o “provisional government” was
sufficient to create a real impasse with no shart-term salution.

3. A conditioned choiee. The “democratic” cholce of o sec-

tor of fhe Spanish bourgeoisie is for from being an irrevensible

profession of faith. All sorts of furrs snd even complete rever-
saks ore left open, This is because the three alements that hove
determined the chaice are the following:

{a) The most satisfoctory type of Spanish dovelapment after

the death of France will invalve ond necessitate direct con-
tral by the bourgsoisfe cver the stote -- and especially over
the army == and a total infegration into the Common Market

[b) Given the particular form of the dictatomhip, there is
scant postibility = and what possibility exists is difficult 1o
realize -- of attaining thess objectives through an evolution
beginning from the dictatorship ikelf.

() In the long run, it seams less risky 1o establish o relation-
ship with o workers movement controlled by the reformists
than a workers movement with its present chorocteristics.

It is clear that these three elaments could chongs, especially
in funetion of the state of the mass movement, but also in
function of the International situation, the relationship of
forces within the bourgesisle, efc,

4. The "strong stake. " Furthermore, os we hove olreody pointed
out, perliamentary democracy odmik of many vorlants. It is

- ghvieus that the variant that most corresponds te the interests
&f this sector of the bourgeoisie is the madel of the “strang
state, * involving serlous restrictions on trade-union and palit-
ical fights, o parlioment controlled by the executive, a strong
repression against the revolutionory left and the uncentrolled
mass movements == the so-called wildcat strikes. This is o mod-
el that definitely constitutes a real political tendency ona
world scale Tn the present epoch of the decline of imperialism,
In any cose, ond Independently of the desires of any sector or
organization, the enly nondictatorial system Sponish capitalism
could endow itself with given the strucrural crisis ond the can-
frontation with on axtramely combotive working class would be
bosed on that typs of model. The recent events in Portugal are
significant in this regord.

In foce of this breadth of varying bourgeois factions, the com=
pelling conclusion s that the dominant sector of Spanish cap-
italism iz covering all bets, lending privilege to none and ex-
cluding none. This is the logical manner in which it is opproach-
ing the uncertainties of past-Francolsm and the rapid evolution
and shifts that are going on ond will continue te'go on among
the different variants.

Arias Navaro: a really provisional
government

Buf the current situation of the government is precarious. After
six months of promises; declorations of principles, and crises
small ‘and great, it can be asserted that the government's author-
ity within the state devolves exclusively from that which Franco
decides to occord it from one day to the next, It will disoppear
after Frenco's death. As time goes by, the bourgeoisie becomes
ever more conscious of the security and tranquility it lost with
I:un-o_rn Blance, the Trreploceable historic successor of the dic-
tator.

B

|; this sense, 1t is important to reaffirm the provisional and
transitory choracler of the Arias government, For the follow-
ing recsons:

{a) Arics's enly means of ocquiring the minimum autharity
needed fo pass the test of succession was fo recompose the
diztatorship politically. Only then would he hove been able
te compensate for his total incopacity to be the successor to
Francoist bonapartism even in o partial serse. Any ideo that
his government could have succeeded in what wes beyond the
scope of Correro Blanco's == breaking the rise of the mass
movemant -- must be discarded .

() But this political recompesition presupposed o modification
of the relationship of forces within the dictatorship, ot the
experse; for example, of the sectan that have been dominant
up to now, in particular ot the expense of the Francoist bu-
reaucrocy that is ideologically Tdentified with the for right.
But this sector is one of the most foithful supporters of the dic-
tatarship, ond therefore anything reducing its power under-
mines Francoism itself, And furthermore, it constitutes an un—
conditional support o the represion, especially in its most
brutal manifestations, which s normally regarded with o cer-
tain reserve by ofher political foctions. And o government
that commands no other weopon than repression in holding
bock the mess movement cannat neglect such suppart.

lc) This problem broke out after the military ceup in Portugal .
Its clearest expression is the so-called gironozo. In his spesch
June 15 in Barcelana Arias thowed how Be hod bottled up the
coup. As on ather aceaslons, the far right of the dictatorship
ployed Tty role of “shock absorber™ ogainst any changes, ca-
poble of contracting for @ time in order to expand later and
ollow Francalsm fo recuperate Tty previous pesitions in their
fundamente! aspects.

June 15

Thus, the politicol content of June 15 wos o self-defense reac-
tion af the burecucratic opporotus of the dictatorship, which
saw itz own existence threotened by the possible oppearance
of groups outside the "Movement" and supported by a very im-
partant nueleus of army leaders, whe had just blown up Diez
Alagria, one of Fronco and Carrero's trusted men who had
been maintained in his position ogoinst the Gerneral Staff dir-
ing years of winds ond storms.

']

It was alse o confession of impatence before the aspirations of
the sectors on which it hod bosed Ttseli previously. And, what
is more impartant, [t wos on expression af powerlessness in
face of the necesity felt by the majority of Spanish capitalists
to bagin what we hove called the palitical recompasition of
the dictotorship. From that paint on, the bourpeoisie has hod
to pose the problems of succesion in terms of o "power voc-
wum" In its striciest sense, namely the non-existence of per-
sonalities or political institutions copable of immediately
camying out change in the dictotorship ond of moking key
sactors of the -:rm;_; state apparohus, and the various foc-
tions of the bourgeoisie respect the key political decisions.

Margins for maneuver

Consequently, Arias commands enly o very narrow margin for
maneuver in trying to resolve the problems of Spanish capital-
ism, both Tn the long-term and the short-term. But he will

utilize what little margin he hos, and it is necesary to deter-
mine how his action will influence the urstable Spanish polit-




ical situation.

1. The Associations will finally be authorized, nat as instru-
ments for participating in power, ‘which is what the bourgeoi-
gie needs, but as instruments of pressure on the regime, narrowly
controlled by the Francoist bureaucracy. |t is therefore pre-
dictable that the meoger and useless propesal Arfos will make
to the political factisrs will be to legalize a new type of pres-
sure group, @ new showcase through which they can display
ir merchandize . While there moy be no doubt H'lui‘_Th%'nrn-
posal will be broodly cccepted ina more or less aritical man-
ner, there Is also no doubt that it will not allow for the resalu-
tion of the problem of the bourgeoisie's participation in the
regime and that if will contribute in o decisive fashion to
sweeping awday [llusions Tn the dictatership's capacily For self-
reform.

2. The palitical status of the armed forees -= which i1 already
clearly defined in the Orgonic Low of the State as the “army
of the civil war" == s now tending to be concretized in prep-
aration for the succession. The Draft Low of Mational Defense
that Diez Alegrio is working out claims to ossign to the army
the role now ployed by the Generalissimo of the Government
in order that the so-called professional and opolitical army
may In foct be @ pillar of governmental polley. Consequently,
the intant iz to limit os much os possible not the politicizafion
of the army but rather s political Independence from the con-
erete interests of the bourgesisie. Thar i the second impossible
mission of Arias's proposals. More than thirty years of Franco-
fst dictatorship have forged an ormy whose command closely
Identifies with @ “pure and hord™” conception of Francoism

and of the historic role that devolves on the ormy in main-
taining rthis conception. Furthermore, Tt is obvious that the
continuity of the dictatorship, both in it “reformist” version
and in its “immovable” vamsion, depends on the ective support
of the army. From these two focts derive both the profound
identification of a considerable sector of the officers ~—— among
them, to be sure, tha chiefs of police who more and more
come from the ormy's General Staff -- with the for right ond
the cpen struggle among the various sectors of the bourgeoisie
for confrol over the armed forces. While this struggle may
have only just begun, 1t seerms predictoble that the govern-
ment will meet strong resistance to ony attempt to reduce the
independence of the militory. For, in the final analysis, the
army's contral of the gevemmant I greater than the govern-
ment's contral of the army.

The suspension of Diez Alegria, like the attock leunched
ogainst the draft low by General Cano lerjes, the militery
theoraticion of the for right, reflecis the current relationship
of forces. Arios can do nothing but put strong bat controllable
men in certain important posts in the Civil Guard, the Gen-
eral Stoff, ond the ministries. And this he can only do through
a series of compromises and concessions to the “generals of

the July 18.*

3. Relatiors with the church coratitute Arias's third field of
battle, and here, os Tn the other coses, all he con do is mry
to obtain a truce. The Tdeclogical and pelitical role that the
Spanith church ond the Viaticon hove played for mony years
in strengthening and supporting the dictotorship is finished,
even though a considerable wing of the hierarchy and the
clergy remaln fully faithful to the "crusode .

The deminant sector of the ecclesiostical hierorchy hes ne
desire to link its fote to a regime in crisis and it needs to find
a margin of independence that con allow it to eontinue fo play
@ role as moral guerdian of the bourgeois order and can 1
it o certain authority in relotion to the political md:'!cu*im_—|

tion of the confessional movements, in particulor the Cortholic
worker youth. Tha 1753 Loncordot represonted one of the dic-
tatorship's major diplomatic successes. The ona that is scon
ooing te be signed will mean nothing more than a redistribu-
tion of privileges and will in any cose ba unoble to strengthen
the moral autharity of the ehurch or fo put the brokes on the
process of rodicolization or to Hmit all the other affects of

the crisis of tha dictatorship and of capitalism.

4, But it s {n the decisive fleld of reloticns with tha mass
movemant that Arias’s impotence hos oppeared most cleorly .
Apart from the spectoculer reinforcement of the repressive
apparotus —- the only "solution® thot the curfent government
con present —=- thers iz not the slightest proposal nor the
slightest prospect of o truce. A government that is incopoble
of concading the slightest particle of participation ta ity own
class can stil] less moke any concessions fo it closs onramy.
The new regulations being prepared to apply fo what ore

colled "callective conflich” can be nothing but an administra=
tive patchwark in the obsence of closy trade-unions. And the
ChS [ Mational Unien Couneil) con aspire to no other role
than that of Trsfrument of the employers with greater or less
Fl:xfbilif:,r depending on e ;rrungﬂ'. of the workern movemant
it confronts, that is, depending on the flexibility the emplayers
ore oble to demomstrate .

The dictatorship has not the slightest obility to Infegrate the
working closs, ond it has ne illusions on this score. [t s a
guestion nefther of integrating nor destroying the movament
I_Fi!_:ﬁrrph.- o aguesiion of keu[)jﬂa:ll:'l_l':-lét.LIF'-ﬂT i1 the mo-
necvaring reom with which Arios 1 preparing o wonfront @
criticol year like 1975 -- trode-union elections, associations,
economic crisis, social criziz throughout tha imparialist world
-- a sltuation the workers and popular movement haos already
shown how fo respond to fn Pomplana ond Baix Llabregat.

Combativity and level of
consciousness

All revolutionary intervention in the closs struggle of cur
country must be oriented around this profound orisis of the
regime and the Spanish bourgeoisie, o erisis whose axplosion
eould be precipilated by o foctor unpredictable by and for-
eign to the action of the mosses: the disoppecrance of the
dictator. Putting aside oll speculation, the important thing
is to stimulate this mass dymamic, baginning from fhe current
state of the movement, ond prepare 1f to foke up the mew
tasks Tt will be confronted wirh d”@jﬁf"ﬂﬁ?&&{_‘?ﬂ‘
ory erisis.

Consequently, we must begin with an onalysis of this “current
level of conseiousness™ within which the venguard must roat
itsef in order to be oble to effectively win the laodership of
the mass mobilizations, Beginning with the observation that
we find ourselves In o phase of the rise of the mas movement,
we must concretize the confrodictory charecteristics of the
present situation.

(a} A movement that is spreading.

Since the beginning of the year, mass mobilizations have con-
tinued fo spread ot accelerated rhythms, both gecgrophically
and by sector. This extension seems to be the praduct of twe
foctors:

1. The copitalist economic crisis, which has provoked an
impartant attack on the stondard of living of the masses and
hos rofsed the specter of massive unemployment & an Tmminent
threat .

2. The offensive aHitude adopted by the moss movement
for saveral yoors, which has succeeded in establishing o relo-
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tionship of forces with the bourgeaisie allewing the questions
af winning demands through actlon and selidariry and of palng
beyond the Francoist legal chanrels to be posed, even insec-
tars or cities that lack o trodition of struggle.

(k) The pacsantry.

The Tncorporation of the peosantry inko the siruggle is ex-
tramely impartant. This incorparation s not of o femparary
character. In fact, from the stondpoint of both the internal
and external market, the structure of the Spanith countryside
is ruined, This exploine why:

*Every harvest of variow crops touches off & "war" whose
main effact is to shake the bureoucratic hisrarchy of the
“Brptherhood of Formers and Breeden™;

*Second, Impertant differentiations do not oppear betwean
lorge and small peasant proprietors;

“An important secondary affect of the situation i seen in
the struogles of small merchonts who hove been forced to pay
the casts of the concessions won by the peosanty and have
been demogogically presented as being responsible for the
price rises an the market.

*Finally, we must stress the emergence of regulorized
struggles of the egricultural proletariat, less spectocular and
more limited on the local level than in the past, but taking
on an enermous importance even in the short=term, given the
predictaoble situation of unemplayment In the counirytide and
the broke on emigration.

The whale situdtion Tn the countryside expreses on the one
hand a step forward in the decompasition of the soctal bose

of the dictatarship and the apgravation of the intarnal contra-
dictions of the bourgealile (within which the necesity of
teking the rood of "capitalist rationalization of the country-
side™ is beginning to otract a certain audience) -- ard, on
the other hond, the incorporation Tnto combat of & sector

that containe en important part of the working class (the agri-
cultural profetariat] and o furdamental ally in the working-
class struggle (the poor peasantry) . In arder to forge the reve-
lutionary allionce of the working class and this sectur of the
pessantry, it is necessary o rapidly os pessible o close the
enormous gop in the intervention of revelutionaries in the
countryside by having the proleteriat appear as the best de-
ferder of tha interesh of the poor peasantry ogainst the large
agricutural proprietors and the dictatorship.

{e} The movement in the pnpl.:lqrilalixdwuds.

In the popular neighborhoods, struggles arcund living condi-
tions and high prices are beginning to develop ond become
generalized . Until vory recently this sort of struggle had ap-
peared only in the form of fsolated explosion. Given that the
objective couses of the emergenee of a specific movement of
@ mass characher in the popular neighborhoods (comsequences
of the economic crisis and the degrodation of public services
like health, schools, trarspert, urbanization, pretection of
the environment, and so on) can only grow in coming menths,
the naighborhoods should play on impartant role in future
struggles, not only s o sector struggling around its own prob-
lems == although that s ebviously where the possibility of
developing a real mass movement comes from - but alse in
three other ospects:

1. As centers of organization fer a totality of struggles,
whether the crigin of these struggles lies with specific prob-
lems of the neighborhood or with factory strugales, struggles
on construction sites, or directly political struggles.

2. As the most appropriate ploce to immediately confront
the demobilization tactics used by the employens (like lock-
outs), Fecilitating close contoct among suspended workers,
the arganization of the ossemblies, and so on, and allowing
for the occupation of foctories that are closed dawn,
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3. As the notural place for the assambly of unemployed
workers and for the preparation for struggles o win jobs.

Finally, the important thing ls to work so that the neighbor-
heod movement becomes integroted into the mass movement
in a comscious and concrete form and 15 thus integrated a8 o
new base of suppert and a5 an experiment of parficular im-
portance for the present ond future struggles: the organiza-
tian of a territarial bate capable of centralizing the struggles
of the workers of different accupations; the small merchants,
the apprentices, the shudents, ond 5o on.

Apart from o few exceptions, the vanguard orgonizations that
now -exist in the populor neighborhoods are exfremely wook
and have a very lmited audience inferior to that of the var-
fous sorfs of legol asociations. This is o result of their limited
sffectivaness ond, more especially, of their |imited range of
action. That it why It seems necessary for all the political
workers organizations to commit themselves te reirfercing in
the neighborhoods where they exist ond creating in those
whare they do not exist bread, open, democratic vanguard
arganizations coordinating with the waorkers orgonizations
and the Workers Commissions.

The effectivensss these organizotions are able to ooquire --
both from the standpoint of specific demonds and from the
standpaint of thalr participation in the totality of the move-
ment == will depend in lorge measure on constructing within
them a revalutionary tendency of all militonk ready to press
for o line of direct mass action ond an onti-capitalist progrom
that respones to the most burning interests of the inhobitants
of the popular nalghborhoods, particularly, in the current
situation, e progrem capable of offering a closs alternative
for the struggle ogoinst the high cost of living, o coherent
program with slogans and demands of the whole movement.

(d) The liberal professions.-
As regards the sactors of liberal professions, four polnts must
be stressed:

1. The important participation of groups of the’ liberal
professioms —— poing beyond the limits of their professional
awsociations == in the struggles that followed the amossine-
tlon of Puig.

2. |n peneral, the repeated experisnce of important layen
of doctors, lowyers, engineen, and profesars with the fneffec-
tivensss of their mssociotions (Colegios Profesionales) in de-
fending their interests, especially after the opplication of the
new law.

3. The continuity of the struggle of doctors along with
joint actions of doctars, other public health workens, and
nurses in various coses.

4. Finally, and this is the most impartent, the porticipa-
tion in workers struggles and in the foctory Workers Commis-
sians of an important sector of engineers, who, of course,
hove been publicly dencunced by their profesicnal associo-
tions. [ The best example is that of Stendard of Madrid.)

Although experiences like the one ot Standord of Madrid may
unfortunately be exceptions, they confirm the tendency of
significant fringes of technicians te abandan the side of the
employers (which o growing sector of them have not the slight-
est interest in defanding) end to ossume their condition as
workers following the leadership of the weorking class. Clearly,
1t Ts an extramely important task to push this determined fen-
dency in an anticapitalist direction, beginning both from the
Workers Commissions and from the bodies that regroup the van-
guard of thess sectors. This means to organize the commen
struggle of the workers and technicions ogainst the hisrarchize-
tion of labor in the factories, against the enormous woge dif-
ferentials, against all the weapons the employers utilize 1o
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perpetuate the division and opposition between the techniciom
and the workers. In the end, Tt is o matter of oppesing the re-
formist conception that winds up by destroying any possibility
of comman ection by osking that the proletarial defend not the
real interests of all the workers but the privileges of the tech-

nicicns.

{e} The movemant in the educational system.

By farming fhe esentiol base of fhe mass actiors against the
ossasination of Salvador Puig Antich the student movement
once again showed ity copacity to respond immediately to

the repression unleashed by the dictatorship. But the ttudent
mevement hot suffered from three sarious insufficiencies that
are af the orlain of the oseillations and difficulties Tt hos ex-
perienced to o greater or lewser extent in oll areas:

1. The broad spontaneous resistance of the student move-
ment to the opplication of the Geneto| Education Low and i
various comegquences ran into crgonizotional difficulties In
regard to the butlding of bodies of the brood student wanguard
and political diffieulties -- stemming from the hegemony of
the “corporatist” current == in transforming itself into o con-
selous resistance and, os such, into the permanent backbone
of the shudent movement.

2. The objective convergence of the strupgies of various
sectors of the educational system -~ professan, instructors,
university student — woi congretized in proctice only ina
very limited way, wall inferior to the possibilities offered by
the strugzle against selection.

3. The structuring of the stodant movement on a noticnal
scole, o necessity deeply felt by brood layers of the student
vonguard, received only the ineffective and reformist response
of the RGLU {Reunion Genorol de Univenidodes - Genaral
Agsamb by of University Students).

The bosis of the struggle of revalutionary students ond profes-
sors against the “participotionist” maneuver that hos been
oromised for the next year ot the university, through whose
framework the corporatist current will ity to.channel the de-
mands, combativity, ond revelutionary palitical role of this
sechar, must be to try to overcome these three bosic insuffi-
ciencies.

(f) The worken movement.
The workers movement has newly eonfirmed ity role o3 the
driving lance of the entire moxs moversnt, which odvonces
only through the breaches opened up by the workers, These
have bean the fundomentfal charccteristics of the workers move=
man! during recent months:

1. Although the meat imporfant reglons of werkers mabi liza-
tian hove continued fo be Catalonio and the Basque country,
a process of recomposition hes begun in Madrid — probably the
most important such process since 1967 - which seems to have
put an end to the long arisis of the workers movement in one
of the most impertant Tndustriel reghons in the counfry, @ re-
gion whose role was fupdomental during the 1960s. Further,
to show the eniry of new cities into strugale, we could cite
the axomples of the strike of Citesa in Maloga, of Dragados
y Construcciones in Huelva.

2. The wirrually unigue axis of the workers mobilizations
hes been siruggles for economic demands and against Firlngs .

The participation of the workers movement in litical strug-
les -- wFE:ﬁ'-ur around the 1001 trials, the cssassination of

uig Antich, or May 1 -- has been very limited, especially

*The trials of militants of the Workers Commissions, among
whom was the Communist leader Camache, which opened in
Madrid on the doy of the execution of Carrero Blanco. Thay
were colled the 1001 trigls bacause the sentences demanded
against the militants totalled 1001 years in jail. -~ INPRECOR.

when compared to the high level of combativity that hos been
manifested in the factories or to the response to the Burgos
trials in 1970,

3. The impertont expariance af the Platforms of Unitary
Demands worked o0t on the scale of an industrial branch or a
region hos axtended ropidly and been tramformed Inte o weap-
an of cambat that hes been token up on many cecosions by the
masses. They will play o central role in immediote struggles

4. Soliderity in the Form of waorl stoppages in the focrories
and collections Far striking workers has developed around the
most Importont siruggles, reflecting the firm cetermination of
the oroletarial te defend everybody's jobs, sipaciolly if fhe
reason For the firing hos been participation in the sireagle
Mareaver, n the coses of Authi ond Baix Llogregar we hove
seen workers demanding nal only the reinfegration of mititants
fired during o struggle that wes in progress, but ahe of mili=
tants fired saveral months sorlier. Among mony other exemples,
the warkers of the matal Trdustry in Madrid incorporated this
demand —- readmision of all those fired from this bronch dur-
ing the past Tew yeors (o total of about 2,000 -~ inta the
unftary platharm,

5, Certain of these struggles initially developed outside
the legal channels. But these were exceptional cases. The
most Frequent development was the cutflanking of Froncoist
legality with contradictory features betwean the ranks of the
mavement -- wha wene sesking the rood of direct ebtion -
and-certain leaders whe in several coses turned the struggle
toward the offices of the CHS, the: bishopr and the govern-
ment functionaries. In this-way, a minuscuie burgoucrocy of
the CMS in favor of an cpening” emerged, represantetives of
o cheap demagogy that has no future at all. ir con be said
that if this burepucrocy commands @ certain room for inferven=-
tion, this iy exoctly a result of the scillations or the legalism
of some of the legers of the struggles. In any cose, this reom
for intervention T extremaly reduced ond cannat grow in com-
ing manths. In the present situation of the movement, the dic-
tatership con tolerote the CINS only as o represiive burssucrotic
structhire . At the present Hme, eyen such o weak monsuver os
the cne carried out by Solfs in 1944 during the “vote for the
best™ compaign, hat no chance of coming off,

&. Thess controdictions in the Field of direct action explain
why the various embryonic local general strikes that have ap-
peared -- including the most developed, thal af Baix Licbre-
gat -- hove not deapened . The reason for the very weaok im=-
portonca of the straet actions {demonstrations from the fac-
tories, central demonstrations, etc. ), which werm rather
easily broken up by the cops, is slesely related to this. Thue,
once agoin the deloy in the orgonization of self-defense of
the movement cost very dearly in each of the struggles, all
the more dearly in that "préventive™ repressive oction is be-
coming mere effective (police scoupations, encirclement of
factories, police patok, permanent coordination with the
monagement, ste.]. |Fseli-defense continues to be feft to
improvisation (“if we are ottocked, we will defend ourselves")
and if the police are permitted fo be masters of the sireefs,
it will be very difficulf to create the relationship of forces
that will allow for real total struggles. All revolutionary
workers must consider it a task of vital importance to woge
o basTe battle in the Weorkers Commissions to make fhem os-
sure the organizotion of self-defense of struggles Tn a regular
manner .

7. The situation is also contradictory en the level of the
organi zotion of the movement. The ossemblies have played o
central rale Tn the great majority of struggles, and they hove

n
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bean recognized as the leodemship orgons of the mobilizations.
It would be absurd te neglect the impartance of this foct, which
has token yeors of struggle to put ocross. But the assemblies
have an indispensable complement, which considerably oug-
ments their effactivensss and educationo| function: elected
and recollable committees. These committess have appeored
in certain coses, but most of the time they have been replaced
by bostardized formations that tried to combine defense of the
intarests of the workars os expressed in the assemblies and re-
spect for a legal fromework of negofiction. Very often these
“committeas responsible to the asembly" -- which in certain
eoses were purely ond simply the legal committee of the foc-
tory —- wound up by placing the legality of the negetiation
before the demands of the workers in strugale, os could have
bean predicted. Revalutionaries who defend the direct action
of the masses da not do so out.of simple "educational" neces-
sities posed in function of the historic interests of the prole-
tariot, nor out of purist end infantile "leftism. " They defend
this line becouse the whole experience of the Sponith worlerns
movement since 1947 praves that the struggle fer demands can
go forword only through direct action, bocouse the minimum
conditions {n the CINS that wauld allow it to be used in the
warkers' favor simply do not exist, end because it is absolutely
urnecesary to try to so utilize 1t in a period of oulright rise
of the workers struggles when bodies |Tke the Workers Com-
rissians exist, which ore instruments copoble of plocing them-
salves ot the heod of the struggles in the fizld and in all cir-
cumstances. And finaliy, becouse the collecHve bargaining
contracts have shown in every cose that they ore nothing but
weapans of the dictatoship -- loyel collobarators with the
two gther weopom of Francaism, the Tlegality of the werkers
organizations and the repression in oll Ttg forms == in its fight
to continue to corry out what hos always been i political
justification for the bourgeoisie: maintaining the workers
movement as divided oz pessible.

There is no revalutionary Marxitt principle that says that we
may never utilize the legal channels of the dictatership, nor,
naturally, thet we must alweys otilize them. It is for the rea-
sons stated above -- ond not out of any question of principle --
thot we ore opposed to utilization of the present legal struc-
tures of the dictotorship and that we are in fover of system-
atically going beyond them through strikes, demonstrolions,
plckets o extend the sirikes, self-defense pickefs, ossemblies,
and elected ond recallable eommittess that discuss directly
with the monogement ebout the demands of the workers in
struggle without the intervention of the state or the CH5.

8. Finally, m regards the sifuation of the Workers Com-
missions, two very Impertant fach have amerged:

*In the first place, the reformist ond centrist ergani-
zotions == above all the Communist party -- continue te main-
tain broad hegemany over these bodles, with only very rare
axceptions. The relafionship of forces that the advocares of
"closs independence” haove been able to establish within the
Workers Commissions is very weak. This is the reason for the
persistence of the division of the Commissions and the slow-
ness with which their recomposition is progressing, os well as
their very weak ottroctive power for new militants and the
inexistence of o coordination of the Commissions on o notional
scale.

It Ts ot diffieult to find the sxplanation for such a phenome-
non, which hos been repeoted many times in the history of the
workers movement: A moss dynomic that s objectively opposed
to the reformist erientafion —- or, ha take the phrase of Trotsky,
that “cuts through it ot o certain angle” — but which never=
theless remains under reformist leodership, while the revolu-
tionary orientation, which is in occord with the dynomic of
the movement, remains on the fringes of 1t. The key fo the
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apparent contradiction resides Tn the emors committed by the
revalutionary left, which is seeking to breok its lsolation
through variows ferms of opportunist odeptation to the leader-
ships that hold hegemony or else is accepling in theary or
proctice ity isolation and it marginal charocter and s re-
neuncing the Inch-by-inch battle on all fields against these
lenderships, thus eliminating any possibility of oppearing os
o concrete alternative o the present leadenhips in the strug-
gles of the movemeant. Thus, even when the fochs elearly prove
the revolutionary line cormect, the indispersoble consciows
link between this isoloted concrele proof and the doily strug-
gle of the warking class does nat exist. Thus, the hegemony
of the refarmists is not at all affected.

*In the second place, the combinatian of the reformist
hepemony and the marginality of the revelutionories -- and
consequently, the virtual nonexishence of conclusive concrete
proaf of the effectiveness for the interssts of the working clou
of working within the Workers Commissions == hove sHmulated
the reappearance of a significant fringe of the vanguard skrue-
tured outside the Commissions in the "platforms” that are taking
on 8 growing imporfance and have already led o few redical
struggles, lke that of the comtruction workers in Vallalid.

It is clear that it will be difficult to build on effective alter-
mative of clows indepondence without taking these bodies into
occount and, in general, without taking irte account all the
sactors of revolutionary workers, even if they are not orgonized
in the Commissions. But It Is also elear that such on alterne-
tive can be effective anly if it fs developed within the orga-
nized workers movement, replocing it present leadership

after o prolonged bottle and Integrating itelf inte the totality
of experiences of the closs and not simply ot the culminating
points of the struggle.

inally, while the emergence of a new revolutionary werkers
current should be saluted, Tt is necessary to establish solid
palitical links between this eurrent and the workers orgenized
in the Commismions. We cannot approve the external ground
on which it has choson te fight the reformist leodermhip, thus
repeating on experiment thot has foiled on severol occosions
in the most recent histary of the Spanish workers movement,

Conclusion

The mass mavement in our country has suffered two important
portial defeats since the beginning of the yeor: the senfences
at the 1001 trials and the ossassinotion of Salvador Pulg Antich.
Both coses were tests of strangth that ended In favor of the dic-
tatorship. In spite of that, if the event of the post severol
months are corsidered o= o whole, it is obvious that fhe move-
mant is not consclous of a defeat and that It & moving info o
phase of rising strugale. The partial defeats are not demoraliz-
ing the movement of the mosses. On the contrary, they are
being Integroted into it experience 1o as fo better prepare

the next battles. Without drawing such o conchasion it is fm-
passible fo explain net only the proliferation of struggles
throughout the country but also the recourse fo direct oction
that hos emerged in the great mojority of cases. But there [
no doubt that the 1001 trials end the asossination of Pulg
constituted lost opportunities of enormous potential value for
the political and organizational strengthening of the move-
ment. These lost opportunities are not unrelated to the present
difficulties being met in concretizing the struggles in order to
pass from generalized work stoppoges to local general strikes.

Likewise, these two defeats have had a megative influence on
the vonguard, more seriously than in the past, becouss in this
case ope can speak of consclousness of the defeats among broad




sections of the militents of the Commissions and the political
groups, althotgh in the cose of the 1001 frials the reformist
ond centrist orgonizations succeeded in concealing their re-
sponeibilities behind the disturbonces created by the execution
of Carrerc Blanco.

The effects of this demoralization hove nat been nonexistent,
os can be ssen in the orgonizations that hove thearized their
incopocities ond hove obandoned the field of directly political
struggle sven more than in the post. But these effect have
been limited becouse of the fact thot the working class has

nat ceased Tty struggle for a single day and becouse the -
sporse to the assassination of Pulg reoched an impertant lavel
in cartain cities, particularly Bareelena, o level sufficient

to prevent the dictatorship from executing other revelutionary
militonk who hod been condemned to death.

Thus, o difficilt test concerning the combativity of the move-
ment hes ganerally been passed. But the some cannct be said
about the movement's political consciousness. The leop for-
ward thot objective events hove mode possible and that the
aggravation of the sociel and political erisis of Spanish copi-
talism hos made Indispensable hos not been token. And the
closs struggle connat Indefiniiely postpone ifs fime for oction
until better conditions for the strugale of the proletarfat exist.
The prerevalutionary erisis con break out af any momant, and
ne vonguard organization will have the right to be taken by
surprise. For precissly one of the determining foctors for de-
veloping this crisis in favor of the Tnterssts of the warking
closs - and iF this does not happan, it will develop ogainst
these interests, for there is no such thing o5 a "neutral”™ pre-
revolutionary crisis == is the vanguord’s capocity to foresee

it and to use the current struggles to prepare the mosses polit-
Teally and crgonizationally to confront it,

In this sense, two imeparable tasks must be developed by the
intervention of the vanguard:

*Press forword and extend the general bottles for demands
with the perspective of tramsforming them info local general
strikes .

*Orgonlze resporses of the movemant on fhe strictly polit-
Teal plane -- ogainst the attocks of the repression and the
diversionary maneuvars of the diclatorship -- so as to directly
prepare the masses and thelr vanguard for the revelutionary
general sirike .

Althaugh either of thase tasks could toke prierity ot any given
moment, the general arientotion should be always to combine
them: never neglect one in fovar of the other.

This is the only way to give o revalutionary salution fo the
contradiction batween the combativity and the level of con-
sciousmess of the moss movement, which in the conditions of
our coaniry fundaementally means madifying the relationship

of forces between reformists and revolutionories within the
broed vanguard. In this sense, the process of political regroup-
ment that is now affecting the political workers orgonizations
after the avents In Portugal takes on 1ty full import.

The “pactist” bloc

Within the political worken organizations the most Tmportant
affect of the Portuguese events is undoubtedly the strength-
ening of the fine of class colloboration and the role of the
Communist party .

This Tmiolves o growth of confidence in the Pact for Freedom™
among the broed vanguard. |t can be sald that the utepion
eharacter of the *Poct" Ts still not en obvious foct ond that

an important layer of militant are developing, or redevelop=
ing, eonfidence in it. Comequently, the relationship of forces
within the brood vanguard inifiolly shifted in fovar of the re-
formists. This is undoubtedly on essential foct whose extont
ond comsequences have to be determined .

{a) The Spanish CF and Portugal. “In fact, the Salozor dic-
tatership In Portugal fell under the blows of an action that
very much resembles the Poct for Freedom thot we have called
for to liquidate the foscist dictatomship in Spain: the conver-
gence at o given moment of the warker ond populor movement
with the nescapitalist groups that were disturbed by the colo-
nial war and the fosclst structures (oroups represented by Spr-
nala) == a convergence that in this coss received the suppor
of the army. That can anly confirm the correctness of our
pasition.”

These words were spoken by the general secretary of the Span-
ish CP immediately ofter the military ceup in Portugal. As
always, Carrillo found himself obliged to manipulate reality
ta the very limits of imogination —— presenting, for exomple,
the role of the Portuguese army on April 25 0s o "support” to
a "tenvergence” -~ in order fo show the “resemblonce in this
came” batween the Poct ond the events that brought down the
dictatorship in Portugal. On other occosions, the manipula-
tion hos been gimed ot shawing the "lock of resemblance . "
Let 1y remembar the CP's version of the September 11, 1973,
coup Tn Chile. But thot is not the most importent thing, al-
though 1t dees Indicate the analytical enormities the reform-
ists have to perpetrate fo "confimm the correctngss” of their
pesition. What 13 really important is to deduc-. fram this ex-
position the imope that the CP tries to give of Portugal:

“The fall of the dictatorship is the fruit of the “comver-
gence” of the workers ond popular movement ond the neccap-
italist ontidictatorial groups .

*The “convergence” wa realized through o program simi-
lar to: that of the Poct.

*The role: of the army was secondary == limited “in this
case" to “support” == but it supperted the "convergence” ond
isolated the "gorlllos.”

(b) The CP offensive. This image is at the origin of a polit-
ical offenzive the GF has lounched aimed af four targets:

-- The dictatorship itself, to which the CP holds up the
examples of the extroordinary isolation in which the Porfuguese
dictatorial opporotus found itelf and the spontanecus offen-
sive of the mases ogaimst its most charocteristic representa-
tives. The CP calls on the Froncoist functionaries, Tneluding
thosa of the palitical police, to &ngoge in “civil disobedience”
and in return offers them amnesty, tolal ampesty.

-- The "neccapitalist” groups, which in this cose is simply
a form of seying "big copital, * to whom Carrilla holds out the
possibility of replacing the dictatorship without risk, which
would open a new situation Tn which the mow movement would
be contralled by the CP itself, thereby eliminating the “revo-
lutionary dangar” that now exists only becouse of the dictator-
shipg.

== The brood vanguard, to whom the CP presents April 25
as the strategic confirmation of its line, o demaonstration of
the “realism® of the Pact, of the effactiveness of cloms callob-
oration.

-- The mass movement, which obviously constitutes the de-
cisive front. The CP presents itself to the mass movemen! os
the leodemship that will lead it to freedom in the immedicte

*Pacta por lo Libertad: a strategy of allionce with "democrat-
ic” sectors of the bourgeoisia that has been proposed by the
Spanish CP —- INPRECOR.
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future. The fall of Francoism is presented os an imminent foct
that justifies all the concessions, all the compramises qualified
as "tactical, * all the limitations of struggles. All this has to
be done fo toke odvantoge of the present "great opportunity”
of getting rid of the dictatomship.

fe] A knot of controdictions . But the absolute necessity of
the CF "moking o mod dazh" to place its line and T organiza-
fion at the head of the movement is the weak link of the pelit-
ical operation it has initiated .

<= The reformist leodemship hes o "moke o mod dash” ba-
cause the political and socjol conditions that allowed it o
launch an initial affensive caon deteriorate very rapidly, bath
in terris of the situation in Portugal (o5 an example of the
role the CP plays after the fall of the dictatership and ik
medium-term comsequences) and in ferms of the Spanish situa-
tion (the palitical impaste and fragility of the recently born
"demoeratie” bourgeoisie, the oggravation of the copitalist
erisis and the type of resporse thot i expected from the mave-
mant) .

== This Is whey It s nat encugh for the CP o appear o the
leadership of dally struggles. 1t hay to ploce the strugale on
a dirsatly political level. That means that 1t s sketching out
ot Toast the general features of the "peaceful general strike"
{huelgo genaral pecifica) In order ta show the bourgeoisie Tk
capacity ta canfral the mavemeant.

-~ This presupooses that the moss movement, and especially
the working class, will in practice ogree fo the necessity of
limiting its forms of struggle, demands, and objectives to the
framewerk of the Pack with the big bourgeoisie.

-= But the objective dynamic of the struggles, the experi-
ences of post years, and the economic and political crisis of
the bourgeciiie work apairat these limitations. The movement
will eantinue to arfent Telf toward direct moss ecHon, be-
couse T closs Tnstinet — foshioned through hundreds of sirug-
gles, both defeats and successes -- convinces the movement
that this is the only way to succeed in wirming its demands
and preventing the bourgeoisie from resalving the crisis ab the
workers' axpanse, ond becouse there is a new vanguard within
the moss movement that hes broken with the politics of reform-
jsm and is systematically struggling for the movement to utilize
the forms and methods of struagle of the proletoriat, Conse-
quently, the reformist leadership will be steadily outflonked
s sson as the struggles atiain o minimum level of develop-
mant

-- OF course, this sutflanking is not uncooplable by the
CP, and in that lies one of the CP's most important trump
cards. In the sbsence of o revolutionary oltemative embedded
in the struggles from the beginning and copoble of directing
the outflanking process and raising the lavel of consclousness,
the CP will not ragoin control of the mobilization but will
turn the lessons of the struggle Tn its favor: The favarable re-
lationship of forces obtained by direct action will provoke
impartant concessions that the reformish will pretent os o vic-
tary of fhe "regoining” phase they have initiafed (pressures
on the government, an the CNS, and so on, which accompany
any compromise signed by the reformists).

In the final analyls, all the possibilities for maneuver that
the CP can command In the present conditions flow from the
weoknest of the revelutionory left. For Carrille, isolating the
line of class independence Is a priority task, for he commands
neither the abjective conditions nor the arganizotional jnstru-
mants that would guarantee him steble contrel over the mass
mobilizations. It Is enly on condition that he succeeds in this
task that the CP will threaten to play the cord of "coapting
the outflanking. "

(d) The two curments within the "Pactist” bloc. The best woy
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the retormist leadership has of achieving this isalation is o
strengthen the poctist bloc of worken orgonizations, thus con-
tributing to strengthening simulranecusly their ability 1o con-
tral the movement and their copacity e exert pressure on the
bourgeoisie. |t miust be roted that the CP apporent ly does not
haold many fllusicns on the possibility of getting some aignifi-
cant sector of the bourgecisie to enter the Pact formally. In
foct, the versions of their stralegy recently offered by the re-
formists tend to show that the intercloss Poct is net supposed
to be concratized in proctice unfil the octual moment of the
fall of the dictatorship . (This is exactly what Carrillo meant
with his theory of the “convergence” ot "o given moment” Tn
Portugal.}

Cormequently, the workers bloc corstitutes the essential part
of the Pact. And two principol currents with very diffarent
palitical characteristics must be distinguished within it: the
current mode up of Bondera Rojo and the PCI [Portido Comu-
niste Internacionalista == Internationalist Communis! porty, o
Maoist organization) on the one hand, ond the Social Demo-
cratic current on the ather.

Bath Banders Roja and the PCl seem to be going through o
sipniflcant process of political differentiation between a pro-
CP wing and another wing that remaing within the orpaniza-
tiors and in ony event does not seem to question the organizo-
tierms' presence Tn the Assambly of Catalonia.

Bandera-Roja and the PCl rapresent the "for right of the for
laft" and are charocterized on the one hand by o very weak
indepandant strategy in relation to the CP (in foct, on this
level, the maost impartant differences boll down fo the types

of alliances that ore possible with the bourgeaisie, the breadth
af the secters with which one con enter into antidictatorial
aecords, ete.) aml, an the other hond, by a leflist recruitment
amang a seclor of the new vonguard ., They educate their mili-
tants to be suspicious of the CP lolthough in o deformed way).
As for as workers struggles ore concerned, they belray o will
to adapt te the level of the movement, which in many caes
loads them o very right-wing positions but in other coses 1o
opposa the most brazen moneuven of the reformists.

Corsequently, the two groups suffer from o serious contradic-
ton between the elements that ore maving bock to the CP and
the crnes that are moving away. A sector of thess orgonizo-
Fions seems to have resolved this contradiction in faver of
closs collebaration at the first invitation of thote whom they
chargcterized as "revisionist” not so long ago. The evelution
af the other sector remaing te be decided. The revolutionary
left has an importont battle fo wage here in arder to drow
this layer of militents, whe hove up to now shown their resis-
tonce to the atfractive power of the reformist current, toward
positions of closs Independence .

The political reappearance of the Social Demecracy, in par-
ticulor of the PSOE (Portido Socialista Obrero Espancl -~
Spanish Socialist Werkers parly) represents ancther important
focter in the constitution of the pactist bloc.

But it is cleor that this impartonce lies not in the present
strength of the Social Demecrocy within the brood vanguard,
nor for that matter in its copacity for mobilization or the
audlence It commands within the mas movement.

As for the PSOE, we can soy that It hes lost any possibility

of playing a new role similar to the one it played before 1936,
The years of clandestinity have gravely demaged this orgoniza-
Hon, whose political and organizational life wos based pre-
cisely on the public functioning of it trade-union and elec-
toral mochine . After the second world war, the future of the
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PSOE, like all.of Europeon Social Democrocy, was linked to
its abillity to ossert ielf o the determined defender of bour-
gaais "social peace, * to be the guarantor of sociol peace
within the working closs through the framework of parliomen-
tary democroey. But the dictatorship prevented it from playing
this rale. At the some fime, ik lock of Integration inte the
bourgeals stote allowed the PSOE, unlile tha English or
German Secial Democrazy, to maintain a certain Marxist
ideclogical reference and to continue to put forward the
“maximum progrom” that its Europesn comrodes had abandonsd
saveral years earlier. In this way the PSOE hes been oble to
maintain undeniable, though weok and localized, links with
the present mass movement. A section of ity militonts, grouped
together in the Young Socialists, con be considersd os part

of the new vanguard, in some respects closer to the revalu-
tionary left than to their own leadership.

In any cose, the importance of the PSOE must be measured
nat in terms of the presant siteotion but in terms of the silua-
tion that will open up after the overthrow of the dictatorship,
That will be the time whan both the CP and the bourgecisie,
functioning in the fromework of porliamentary democracy,
will need @ Social Democratic arganization to share contral
of the working class with the Stolinish to o certain axtent.
Fur histarical reasors, that Sociol Democrotic ergonization
can be only the PSOE. That 1y the reason for Carrillo's presant
efforts to get the PSOE into the Pact, with the complementary
gim of expanding his maneuvering room dnd his national and
international “respectability

This is the meaning of the political reoppearonce of the PSOE,
which is taking odvantage of the prestige pesonalities like
Soares and Mitterrand are lending the Social Democrooy . This
is particulorly a result of the CP<5P electoral alliance in
France. The new PSOE leodemhip ~= which has reploced the
ferociously anticommunist group led by Llopis -- has mani-
fested an jnelination to "callaborate with all the anti-France
forces , " 1+ could not be otherwise, and Tt is equally cértain
that the Young Secialists will maintein considerable indepen-
dence and a very critieal ertitude toward their leoderhip.
The revolutionary left must try to stimulate fhizs ottftude by
strengthening the elements that are olready fighting for on
irdependent closs line.

The Pact: a mirage
Class independence: the solution

In the final analysis, the "new rise” of reformism in Spain is
the product of its greater strategic credibility amang the brood
vanguard. |t is corsequently the product of & myth, for the
line of the CP is not enly maintaining it traditional contra-
dictions (ond the essantially utopion charocter deriving from
them), but is incorporating new ones:

-~ Owur country s experiencing not only o political erisis,
but a general social crisis as wall. The dictatorship is in eri-
sis, but so is capitalism. For forty years the dictatorship has
held a tight grip on the country, on Tis whole productive struc-
ture, on the alliances among various sectors that have now
given birth to present-day Spanish menepaly capital. The dic-
tatorship is already a difficulty, an “cbstecle” to the develop~
ment of some of these sectors. But for the bourgeois closs s o
whole —- whose interests ore expressed by the dominant faction
of big caplital == a3 long as the present dynamic of the maoss
movement continues, that is, as long os the threal persists that
any recognition of demacratic pelitical rights might unlemh
an uncontrollable process of anticopitalist mobilization, the
dictatorship will remaln the best solution, the one that offers

the best guorontens for the deferse of the bourgecisie's global
interests, once the possibility of undertoking o sericus copital-
ist reform of the present structure of praduction is eliminated.
In the present international conjunchure, this salution 13 rot
without difficultisg, in particuler in barms of integration into
the Comman Market ond the political "iselation™ of Francalim,
But the present situatlon of Sponish copitolism within fhe im-
perialist system forces any Idea of "isolation" to be relativized.
The very orisis of imperialism in its turn considerably reduces
the external pressure for any chonge in the dictetoship thot
does not offar the necessory guarantess of control. The inter-
rational difficulties should not be neglected, but they must

be considered os secondary.

Mareover, the dictatarship is not "hindering™ all bourgesis
groups. There are some groups, identified with the "bockward
productive sectors, " thal are not only not annoyed by the dic-
tatorship, but ore prepored to struagle to maintain It in power
Standing ot the side of thewe groups ore a'significant rumbear
of military chiefs dnd the majority of the Frencoist cpporotus,
Yultures, yes, but rumerically significant vultures, armed
ond orgonized, whose political survival Ts linked fo the main-
tenance of the present regime . 11 is cleor that the gereral
contradictions of the bourgeoisie will be reflected within this
sector, and they will intersify ofter the death of the dictator.
But thess contradictions will not leod this sector to be neutral,
aven temporarily. |n all probobility, the dictatorship will
break up before the atomization ond isclotion of the far right
ecours. [t s for that very reason that anly the artion of the
masses will be able to break the for ¢Ight's capacliy for resis-
tance .

This is especially the cose with the Froncoist army. The coste
of militory chiefs is not completely homogeneous a3 such or

in its relations with the other officer corps. The homopeneity
is not being strengthened but i weokening, as o by-product

of the decrepitude of Francoism, But the fall of the dictateor-
ship will require more than lock of homogeneity. It will re-
quire poralysis of the reactionory potential of the armed forces.
Appeals 1o on alleged national-populer sentiment emong the
higher officers o completely useless in attaining this. What
must be done is to undertake revolutionary work in the bar-
rocks, to foment distrust among the troops toward their officers,
fo denounce the "army of civil wor® among the youth, and

to prepore the movement to confront the attacks of armed mili-
tory repression, Thess tasks are the real catalysts for exploit-
ing the contradictions within the army so o to defend the in-
terests of the working closs during the overthrow of the dicto-
torship and the pericd that will open up ofter that.

But there are other sarious errors in the reformist line. The
uni;.- social force octive in the confrontation with the dictator-
ship is the mass movement. Mo one con deny the determining
role of the maws movement in bringing down the d'l::tuhf-;ﬁp,
But it is clear that this rele can be assumed only on the basis
of the most advenced experiances gone through by the move-
ment Hself. The first outlines of the overthrow of the dictator-
ship were sean in the struggles of Burgos, Ferral, Vigo, Pom-
plona, end 5. Andrian del Besos. And none of these great
struggles had anything in common with what the CP calls
“peoceful ganerol sirikes.  Nene of these key experiences
wos possible without the cutflanking of the CF . The real foce
of the apparent “realism" of the reformists is shown in their
marching against the dynamic of struggle to fry te coopt the
movemants gutflanking them . In foct, the most profound con-
tradiction of the CP line lies in the foct that enly o serious de-
cline in the activity of the mosses would moke iF seem vidble.

—— The CP 1 banking on the obvious power vacuum that
will fallaw the disoppearaonce of the dictator. |t claims that
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baginning from that vacuum a contiolled pressure of the move-
ment will allow for o "democratic" regroupment of the major-
ity of bourgeols sactors. Bul it is clear that it is also af that
momant that the far right will make Tk bid for power. The CP
is ndvancing onto the ground of utopia and suicide . Becouse
the greatest pessibilities for reactionary action are created by
a movemant that is capoble of paralyzing the rormal function-
ing of Spanish cepitalism but whose leadenship is holding it
back From lounching on assault on the dictatorship.

The verbal threats of the refarmists will not suffice to deter
those wha will defend Froncohm with violence. The history
of the workers movemant is replete with defeated sirikes, but
the bureaucrat repeat the same refrain: "If the enemy loses
his heod and attocks us; than . . ." But then it i already too
late] It is not words but the actual class struggle thet ehanges
the relationship of forces.

What, than, is the rood of seeking bourgeois "concessions”
worth? Undar what conditions will the leoding sectors of big
canital lounch thelr "demoeratic” alternative? In face of the
Independent action of a movement that hos in general escaped
From relormist contral, that B deve loping all the possibi lities
of its own closs activity, struggling for it own objectives with
it awn methods without stapping fo effect the slightest “con-
vargence " with any sector of the exploiters, confronting the
armed reciatance that it will mesl on tha way, lounching the
asault on the dictatorship ond thus paralyzing the army: Thot
s the stralegic perspectiva fhat we propose under the formula
of the revolutionory general strike .

The Sponish bourgeolsie will abandeon the dictatorship enly
when it begins fo hear the rumbling of ifs collopse. And the
ravolutionary old mole of the Spanish proletoriat and people
will hove to continue to dig the tunnels that will =rode the
foundations of Froncoism. Thelr "democratic allies” will.come
te “fraternize” with them in the streets when the edifice of
the dietatorship iz on the point of falling on their heads.

Thug, we mainfoin the entirety of our sfrafegic orientation.
But it fe' neverthe less certaln that the revolutionary general
shrike has appeared 14 the vanguord Tn an excesively righd
form that places it gractically on the lavel of an armed fnsur-
rection. There should be no equivecation on this subject. The
most probable varfant is that the overthrow of the dictatorship
will nat require the generalized arming of the mosses and will
nat immediotely open up the prospect of efvil war.

The gravity of the crisls of the dictatomhip allows of the pos-
«Jhility that o series of chaln reaction general strikes on lacal
and reglanal scales in the mest Important industrial sections
of the eountry, with pariods of ebb and flow in a short period
af tima, will be encugh fo Induce the bourgesisie fo implement
it democratic notioms In arder fo aveid the explosion of o
gimultaneous revelutionary general strike throughout the entire
country, In any case, the simultoneity is sacondary, mot only
in the serse indicated in the preceding sentence, but in the
opposite sense o3 well. In foct, o simultanecis mass action
throughout the country would not necestarily mean the fall of
the dictatorship, although Tt would objectively roise this per-
spective . If the oction remains under firm reformist eontrol, 1t
will fnitially represent no more than a demonstrotion of force
that the dictotorship may be in position to folerate. From the
standpeint of the overthrow of the dictotonhip, the main fac-
tor is For the mass strikes fo prove copoble of respanding to

the repressiva viclence they will certainly meet, to begin the
dismantling of Francolsm, to surmount oll the dictatorship's
possibilities for maneuver and compromise, and fo challenge
the foundations of copitalist rule.

Then, and enly then, will talk of "convargences" begin, ond
nat right then, but over the long=term. As we have affirmed
on many other cccasions, the peried thot will be opened by
tha fall ef Francolsm will be charocterized by a strong polit-

ical and sociol instability in which the bourgesisie will seek
to establish o fovoroble relationship of forces and thus eblain
the possibility of imposing its conditions on the mames. If the
praletariat and the people do not utilize the fovorable situa-
tion to prepare the final esoult on bourgesis power, democrocy
will be but a brief interlude bracketed by pericds of oppres-
sian. And the second oppression could be more brutal than the
First .

Within the brood vanguard there are already theusands of mili-
tants who hove hod experience with reformist betrayal, who
rafuse to follow the rood of democratic mireges and who ore
seeking a credible option effective in deferding the inferests
of thair clms. Mone of the revelutionary orgonizations fs yat
copable of offering this allernative.

There ars olso orgonizations thot are hesitant in foce of the
relatiomship of forces thet the CP has imposed, organizotions
whosa |saders are probably prepering some "toctical” copitula-
tion to "ga through the experience with the masses." There s
no doubt that there ore many militants within these arganiza-
tions who ore inclined to confrant their leaders and who-con
wcceed in preventing the turh towerd clom colloboration in
all Trs forms 1f thay are stimulated by o revolutionary current
that affers an-alternotive to ony copitulation,

There are also organizations thot refain an enormous patential
of combativity but that express it in a sectorion manner, de-
ciding not to lounch what they consider o hopeless battle
enainst the CF on its-own territory: the organized workers
movement. |t is necessary 1o show them that the battle con
and must be won. And finally, there ore thewands of militants
who teday follow the reformist leadership bacause they believe
it is the best and only instrument with which to defand the in-
teresty of the proletariat and the people. To any intercless
pact thot aims ot plocing the working clas at the sarvice of
the exploiters the revolutionoiies counterpose the unity of the
proletarian front.

But in order to put this concept forward, to put ocross its co-
incidence with the immense unitory aspiration that is latent

in the workers movement, lo dencunce the systematic bredking
of this unity by the reformist leoders, we will have to fry fo
concretize the concept, to make it live in the present strug-
gles.

It is necessary to create o relationship of forces that allows
the line of closs independence to appear s o concrate alter-
native copable of systematically going beyond the limits of
lagalism and conciliation by ereating in action the condifions
that will force the CP ond it allies to enter the warkers united
frant or risk o break with their renk-and-flle membarship.

It is with this aim in mind thot occords must be established to:

-- Corstitute revalutionary tendencies in the orgons of the
broad vanguerd of the various sectors of intervention,

-- Struggle for a unified coondination of these orpons ot
all levels, and especially ot the national ewvel,

-- Press forward general strupgles os the most favarable
ground on which te force the dictatorship and the employers
ha retraat,

== Stimulate the organizgtion by the movement of its ewn
self-defemse and, In particulor, the creation within the orga-
nizations of the brood vanguard of permanent self-defense de-
tachments,

== Build o united front ogainst repression in all its forms,

- Begin antimilitarist activity among the youth ond coor-
dinate the revalutionary work in the barracks.

In short, fo toke on all the tasks that can parmit us to offer
ta all those struggling ogainst the dictotoship and copitalism
a proletorian bonner cleamsed of all compromise and submis-
sion to the enemy and copable of confending for the leader-
ship of the movement and fearing it from the hands of the re-
formists.

Frem this point on, the LCR-ETAIVI) unconditionally and un-
resarvedly commits itself to this task. B
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nixon
DOwWws
out

The Americon ruling closs and its fermidable public relations
opparatus ore pulling out all the stops In thair efforts to spin

a weh of mystificotion oround the resignotion of Richard Mixon,

This is not altogether inoppropriote. |F Mixon hod any pertic-
ular distinction, it wos that his lies ware more crisde and his
methods of operation more gross thon most of his predecessors
gnd contemporaries. So there fs some justice in the end of

his reign being morked by o mossive wave of lie-talling, myth-
spreading, ond insincerity. A good port of the storm of inan-
ities centers on the pemonality of Gerold Ford, whose infellec-
tual copocities, remarkobly, seem inferior o those of his pred=-
ecessor, The U5, copitalist press is doing its best fo see to it
that every clilzen of the land of the free s properly educated
ebaout sueh erscial mothers oy Ford's achievement on the col-
lege football field, what he eals for breokfost, and how much
he laves his wife and children.

But if one digs through the gorboge, one comes upon the ro-
tional heart of the irrational shell of the nut baing served up
by the rulers of America. The mosses are being fold to drow
theee great lessors from the demise of Tricky Dick. Fimst, that
the fall of Mixan provaes that the "system" of "Americen de-
mocracy” works after all, that while it may be true thot vast
powers are vested in the Americon president, the sytem itself
provides for what have now been shown to be sffective mea-
sures for removing o president who hes overstapped those pow-
ers. This ollegedly provides evidence of the system's great
vitality. The second myth, one that is related to the first ond
is @ gereralization of Tt, iz that the removal of Mixan, that
15, the "exercise” of the "system, " has resulted in on fmpor-
tant step being token toward arresting the development of

the Americon verion of the “strong state™: the ol l-powsrful
exscutive leoder who operates outside the control of the
Congress. Mixon's downfall, this myth claims, will initiate

a peried Tn Americon politics during which the power of the
leglslative body will expand at the experse of the execulive.
This is portrayed os representing an increase in democracy,
since the Congress, hoving more members and being subject
to more frequent elections, is held to be more responsive to
the popular will than the president 13, The third myth, o de-
rivative of the first two, s that Gerald Ford has o historie
opportunity to restore the credibility and confidence of the
American population in “their" governmant. According to
this myth, Ford is called upon to assemble out of the ashes

of the Mixon odministration o new "open and honest" govern=-
menk,

By the “system working" the bourgeois ideclogues mean that
the constitutional process provides for the removal of a presi-
den! who loses the confidence of the people through acts of

perfidy end personal aggrendizement, But the foct of the
matter i that in getting rid of MNixon the ruling clest worked
around even its own system. The system calls for the removal
of o president through impeachment. Mixon was ousted with-
sul any impeachment trial. There 15 no doubt that this monner
of removing Mixon wos for more advantageous to the ruling
class than a trial in the Senote would have bean.

An Impeachment trial wauld have further demystified the al-
legedly democratic political process by focusing public atten-
tien en those crimes committed by Mixon that have alreody
been axposad . Members of Congress would have . =ted as pros-
ecutors and wauld hove had to marzhall evidence oaainst Mix-
an. Mixon would hove had to explain what elements of "no=-
tional security” wers imvolved in his spy plors, burglories,
graft=taking, and soon.

Additienally, there is little doubt that a trial in the Sencte
would have led to further disclosures about the illegal octiv-
ities of the Mixon gang, for once the House of Represenio-
tives hod cammitted itself to bringing Mixon to trial, it would
have been under heavy pressure to prove its case. The entire
process would have been televised, bringing the cose agaim
Mixan to broader layers of the pepulation in o more dromatic
woy than previously. The cumulative effect of such a trial
weuld undoubtedly have been to stimulate popular demands

for a ganuinaly Full disclosure of Mixon's operctions ond fo
vastly intensify foelings among the population that the exer-
cise of the govarnment is in reality carried on whally behind
their bocks. All this would havie been inherent in an impeach-
menit trial. |t wes tatally avoided through Mixon's resignation.
The result is thot the ruling closs ohtoins an "end" fo the
Watergate affair withowl the public ever finding out even a
small parcentage of the crimes commithed by the Mixon admin-
fstration. With Nixon gone through the "honorable"” mechanism
of resignation, the ruling class is free to use the argument

that everyone should forget the past and that anyone who still
insishs on exposing Mixon's crimes s an antipatriotic, vindic-
tive glement. The cose s now to be closed. The "cover-up”

is ended by clamping on a new caver-up.

The truth of this chservation is perhops best illustrated by the
fact that it is still unknown what was really behind the Water-
gote offair. It can ba taken for granted that the extent of the
government's spying, disruption, and sobotage of the Block
mavement, the antiwar movement, and the political organizo-
tions of the American vanguard has not been exposed. The
ruling class is united in Its desire to keep such matters hidden.
But more than that. It is cleor that the changes in the con-
sciousness of the American public stimuloted by the antiwar
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movement, the Black liberation strugghe, and the radicoliza-
tion of the 1980y played o major rale in extending the \Water-
gale scandal and preventing the ruling class from holting the
various revelations of Mixon's crimes. It is akso clear that
Mixen, in addition to everything ele, Ts o very stupid man.
His crudity ond toctical mistakes played & certain role In his
O EX POgUre .

teverthelets, It s difficult to belisve that the ruling closs,
which in ganeral has no interest in seaing it president thot-
oughly discradited, could not have halted the Watergate
ravelotions with @ well-timed aond unified offersive at various
paink during the Firt Five or six months of the scondals. It
follows, than, that some section of the ruling closs decided
very early on fo dump Nixon, or at least o let the scondal
run its course. The root of that decisicn remains o mystery .
Mo evidence hos been produced Indicating that any subsban=
tial part of the Amaricen copitalist closs oppesed Mixon's
basic policies. The relativaly common theory that the Ecstern
Establishment section of the ruling closs (the "Yankees") op-
posed Mixon while the section of the copitalist clas in the
South and Southwest that made s fortune during the postwar
boom, espacially in the oerospace industry, (the “cowboys")
supported him, while it moy well have some merft In terms of
the- persanal Tnclinations of the individual members of the rul-
ing class, is completely unproved and supported only by super-
ficlal obsarvations cbout friendship tes.

A possible alternative explanaticn is that MNixen committed
some act or acts that so overstepped the bounds of normal cap-
italist decelt that a decision wos made in some guarters o
drive him frem office without bringing those acts to light. It

is quite posible that the crimes committed by the Mixan gang
-- and not enly against the left == were many times more se-
rious than the ones that hove been exposed so for. The remaval
of MNixon would itself be an impartant part of the cover-up

of those crimes.

The natian that the remowvel of Mixon through resignation will
arrest the development of o strong state is refuted by even the
mast cursory glance ot the facts. Mot a single one of the pow-
ers vested in the American president hos bean eliminoted by
the disoppearonce of Nixon. According to laws that ore now
on the books, the president has the power to "seize property,
organize and control the mears of production, seize commodi-
ties, assign military forces abrood, call reserve forces amount-
ing te 2.5 millien men to duty, institute martial low, seize
and contrel all means of transportation, regulate all private
enterprise, restrict ravel, and, in o plethora of particular
woys, control the lives of all Americars.” The quotation
comes from o Congressional commitiee that did a study in

1973 on the “emergency” lows now in effect in the United
States. The use of such measures == as well as the more "nar-
mal" presidential prerogatives such as decrasing freezes on
wages -- are historic necessities dictated by the requirements
of odministering the impericlist system, whose rulers must moke
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quick decisions withou! bothering te go through slow parlio-
merntary procadures.

Indeed, svan the impeachment charges that had been drofted
against Nixon did not suggest that any of these powen should
be limited. He was chorged by the Congressional committes
esigned to investigating the possibility of impeachment with
oitructing justice in the Watergate investigotion, missing
gavernmental bodies to spy on pelitical cppenents, and re-
fusing To yield subpoenoed evidence to the Congress. A mo-
tion that the charge of illegally bombing Cambodia and lying
ghout it to the public be added fo the list wos voted down.
Mo proposal was even mode to odd any of Nixon's ather oc-
tivities in Indoching {such as the Cheistmas 1972 carpet-bomb-
ing of Hanoi and Haiphonal to the impeashment charges. Thus,
evan if Mixon hod been triad and convicied by the Senata,

no precedent would have been set forbidding o president to
corry on such octions oz waging imperlalist war or repressing
opposition domestically.

The powers of the presidency, then, are not the slightest bit
affected by the removal of MNixen, nor would they have been
if he had been removed by o Senate trial instead of by resign-
Ing. In fast, itls whally pessible that the trend toword strength-
ening the executive will be intensified by the disposition af
the Walergate case. Exactly because the nuling cless sleims
that the Mixon case hoes established rigid guidelines on presi-
dential conduct without really challenging the pawers of the
presidency, Gerala Ford ond succeeding presidents can be
assured that their exercise of power on all the impartant ques-
tions hos received a stamp of legitimacy.

Ford's "new and open” government oppeans to consist of hald-
ing more press conferences. |t is also probable that Ford will
learn the historic lessors of Wotergate and end the procrice
of tope recording converations held in the White House.
Apart from that, no changes in pelicy are in the offing. If
anything, Ford as on individual stands to the right of Mixon.
During the |ndochina wor he lad o compaign to dencunce
Lyndon Johnson for not deing enough bombi ng of tha Damo-
cratic Republic of Viatnam. He comsistently voted against
civil rights legislation in the Congress. He openly camplains
that American military spending is not high encugh and that
spending on things |ike education ond social security s foo
high. He is considered on advocate of deliberately recession-
ary policies to "fight inflation. ® Of course, like all capital-
ist politicions, Ford locks principles. Thare is no essurance,
then, that he will actually institute such policies. The only
sure thing is that he will do what is required of him by the
ruling class.

if the manner of Mixon's removal was well designed to sult
the requirements of the ruling cles, the problems underlying
his removal have not been resolved . Mixon had become so
discradited that he would have besn virtually incopoble of
implementing the unpopular policies thot will bacome neces-



sary for American imperialism in coming months and years.
A:cmd?ng to the last epinion palls (which were taken before
his public admission thot he hod been lying obout Watergate
for more than two years), Mixon hod the support of enly
slightly more than one-fifth of the populatieg, Further, the
ather four-fifths of the people were nor just neutral, Mixen
hod become a detested figure . The continuation of such o
regime would have exacerbated all the problems of the ruling
closs. The coming intersification of the atack on fhe stan-
daord of living of the working closs, if it hod been odministemd
by Mixon, would hove vastly oceeleroted the resistonce of

the class. In foreign pelicy, Mixen would have been unable
to use the wsual chouvinist pafriotic arguments to garner sup-
port for his palicies; for the simple recson that the majority

of the population hod become convinced that everything
Fllson soid wos o bold-foged lie. In the Mixon edministration,
the LI.5. ruling clos hod o regime that eould nat function,
The hopae is that the change in persenalities will encble a

new regime to implement precisely the palicies thot the old
regime would have hod great difficulty in carrying out.

But the popular mood that was in lorge port responsible for

the state of Mixon's prestige has not disoppeared with Mixan.
Mer will 7. The rodicolization of the 1940s, focused around
the movemant ogoinst the Indoching war ond the mavement
for Black liberotion, wes besed not only on the meral sulrage
of certain sechory of the prwpuh:Tiun at various ills. It was also
a reflection of moterial reality. The wor in Indoching and the

oppression of the Blocks were odversely offecting the |jves of
brood sections of the population. The rodicalization that be-
gan in the 1240s significantly oltered the comciousness of
wide loyers of the Americon population obowt their govern-
ment. Brood sections of the antiwar movement were not simply
objecting to a particuler policy of the povernment, but were
openly and consciously siding with the enemies of the Ameri-
can governmant, the Vietnamese revolutionaries. Brood sec-
tlons of the Black liberation movement were ot -"'n:rc1:,- do-
manding the alteration of this or that particular policy of the
governmeant, but were corsciously condemning the enfire sfruc-
ture of American capitalism. These revelutionary feelings,
while thay hove been restricted to o relatively small minority
of the population, have had a generclized effect throughout
F|'|l: [ 1% nrr,-

Tha H‘ll:iiD'I’ wedkness of the radicalization of the 19605 was

that it failed to panetrate the masses of the American woriing
class to any significant degree, Today, howaver, the material
interests of the working class ore being threatened and at-
tocked by the international capitalist economlc crisls and T
effects in the United Stotes. The next wave of radicalization
will surely find ik roote Tn thot reality. The “era of good foel-
ing" that the ruling class is attempting to comtruet oround

the ‘administration of Gerald Ford will not be oble to counter-
act thot material reality eny more than potrictism was able
to-save Lyndon Johmon or Richard Mixon. A

AFRICA

cunea-bissau independent?
mozambiaue. angola:

lisbon tries to hold on

The “process of decolonization” wes inconfestobly acceler-
ared by the change in tho Lisbon government in July. (See
|MPRECOR, Mo. 5=4.) The initiel plon worked out by Foreign
tinister Maric Scares, which we dascribed as utepion, is
hanging fire. Lishon wanted to start fresh by proclaiming the
imminent ndependence of Guinea=-Bissou ond the opening of
a perfed of tronsitien in the Cope Verde lslonds, Angola, and
Mozambigue . This new initiafive is nat at all the resultof o
sudden moral effusion on the part of the men in power in Lis-
bon. It wos o toctical hurn impased by the situation in the
colonies and the infernal situation in the metropalis itself,
whare the restart of economic functioning after the summer
vacations promises fo be difficult. Everybody hos greeted the
turn with applouse: the Imperiallst governments that have
baen cheerfully orming the colonial troops for years, the
African govarnmenh that are stepping up their infrigues, and
the ever-presant "chservers" whose enalyses are summed up

in photographic film.

The plan of the Portuguese government is cleor. |t is bosed on

a mumber of fackon:

~= Exgept for Guinea, the libaration movements have nowhere
imposed their control over the greater part of the ealenial
territories.

== The present situation is detericrating ropidly ond the strength-
ening of the hard=line comp among the colons may very scon
bury any kope of a neccalonial solution.

Linder thesa conditions, Lisbon is preparing o general propesal

by C. GABRIEL

for the liberation movemsnts opening o pericd of transition in
order to breok the hard-line danger and settle the question of
the colons and at the saome time mointain a Porfuguese presence
in the apparotus of production.

Thus, Lisbon is holding te Tts proposal for o referendum in the
Cope Verde slonds ond is planning on coaolition governments
in Angala ond Mozambigue . Ag for Mozambigue, let's listen
to Commander Seabra, who was sent frem Lisbon to Lorenze-
Maorqués: "Far an agreement o be recched with FRELIMO, #t
would be necessary for this movement to occept o presence of
Portuguese troops n Mozombique in order to prevent the for-
mation of o reactionary right-wing foree. . . . OFf course,
we hope that there will ba some members. of FRELIMO amang
the administrators whe will soon be nomed, but we insist on
the foct that FRELIMO must understand the necessity of our
remoining in Mozombique in order fo guorantee peoce there .’
(August 7.) A similer opinion wa expressed by Porcidio Costa,
the vice-governor for economic offains in Mozombigue, who
observed on Auguat 9 that FRELIMO's participation in a coali-
Hon government with the 'whites was necessary in order to
"test ity atfitude ond ossure leadership for the future state "

For Angola, this is the plan:

-= cease=fire;

-= provisional coslition government including the MPLA, rhe
ANLF {ond possibly UNITA), organizaotions of the colons, and
representatives of “ethnic groups™;

- after two years { 1) elections to a comstituent assembly,
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which will draw up a constitution and define the new stabe's
relafions with Portugal;

== than, disselution of this assembly, new elections, ond a
nEw governmant .

Can anyone believe for a minute in the stobility of such a
house of cards? Just when Angola is little by little reentering
o eivil war, Lishon proposes o two-ymor transition] While
clashes batween Africons and whites are breaking out In Mo-
zambigue and while Luis Cabral has just declored that the
PAIGE ond the state of Guinea will henceforth become in-
strumants for the struggle "for the liberation of the Cope
Verde [slands®! The future of the new Porfuguese plan is thus
scarcely likely to be any brighter than that of the first plan.
Even if FRELIMO geeepls the principle of coalition govern-
ment, and even if the MPLA and the ANLF sit togather in
Lucanda, thesa situotions will not lost very long in foce of
the growing mabilization of the African mosses, the "radical-
ization” of the white colons, the economic crisis in Mozom-
bigue, and the policy of South Afrlca.

The Lisbon government is continuing little by little to lose
control of the situation in southern Africa. A generalized cri-
sis Is no longer o matter of conjecture, and the bourgecis pross
is beginning to hark bock 1o the Congo crisis of 1941. Ta be
sure, as in the Congo, the political situation does not allow
for the stabilization of African governments. As in the Congo,
the enomous resources, the question of the colons, and the
maintenance of colonial troops can focilitate secesions and
regional conflicts: But the Congo hod not been the scene of
twelve years of armed struggle. The Congo wos nol embedded
in o politico-economic context such as now prevalls in south-
erm Africa, where the interpenetration of Tmperialist interests
will continue to spin o web that will generalize the crisis. An
explogion would result in the confrontation of millions of Afri-
cans agoing! Rhodesian, South African, and Portuguese armed
bands. The continental, and even international, crisis that
would bredk out then would determine the terms of the modi-
fication of the relationship of forces on the continent and the
rhythms oF-the emergence of the African revolutionary van-
guard . Such a situation would call for the mobilization of the
whaole international revolutionary movement. We must prepare
for this.

In the immediate sense, the ball 1s in the camp of the libara-
tion movements. Three elements will defermine the character
of the coming period: the crisis of the MPLA, the guestion
of the colons, and the question of “Africon unity. "

The MPLA

Four main foctors determine the crisis of the MPLA: the palit-
ical heterogeneity of the leadership; the partial bureaucratiza-
tion of the movement, especially of the external opparatus,
and a tendency toward "villagism"; the Intrigues of the nec-
colonial govemments; and the question of the AMNLF,

There are three declared tendencies In the MPLA: the MNato
tendency, which presents o balance-sheet on the outgoing
leadership accusing 1t of “presidentialism"; the Open Revelu-
tion tendency | Mario de Androde), which is supported by
Brozzaville (capital of the Democratic Republic of the Congo);
and the Chipenda tendency, which has protectors within the
Zamblaen government.

The congress of the MPLA, which opened in Lusaka, Zambia,
on August B, reflech the depth of the crisis. While the Chi-
penda tendency hos a concrete reality in semse that it "con-
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trols” some liberated zones, the Androde tendency symbolizes
the bursaucratic way the congress wos prepared through o call
to elements that had stood outside the liberation movement

for many yeors.

Bul that is not the main thing. The most disturbing thing is
the growing loss of pelitical Independence in relation to the
neacolonial governments. A few weeks ogo o protocol agree-
ment wos reached in Lusaka among the three tendencies. Bul
this accord was cosigned by Lopez, the prime minister of the
Cango-Brazzaville, ond the Zambian minister of foreign of-
fairs. On July 26 o meeting was hald in Bukuvu {in Zoive) of
the presidents of the Conga, Zambis, Zaire, and Tanzaonia,
ot well s representotives of the MPLA and the ANLF. At this
confersnce an ogresment was reoched batween the two move-
ments 1o take o common toctical line Tn the negotiations with
the Portuguese government. Only imbeciles could greel the
meetings of Luscka and Bukuvu! In such o context, the "unity"
of the MPLA means the strengthening of the neccolenial haly
allignce . The strangthening of the Congolese and Zombien
factions fn the MPLA and the strengthening of Mebutulst di-
plomoey through the AMLF can only be evenh that will hove
extremely serious consequences for the direction of develop-
ment of the struggle for the liberation of Angola.

The Portuguese government, moreover, is not kidding lself.
Mot so long ogo Mario Soores refused fo negatiote with the
AMLF for fear of reinforcing the Americon intervention; but
he now has agreed to negotiate with the ANLF in the frame-
work of a coalitien government. A bird in the hand . . .
Holden, heod of the ANLF ond Mobutu's man, has just re-
ceived a second contingent of Chinese instructors; he controls




S e =
“

a reol border army prepared fo intervene shouid Kinshaa's
withes not be respected. On August 9, the fint "congress”
of Angalan students linked to the ARLF we hald in Zaite,
and an August 7 the Union of Workers of Zoire and the Afro-
American Center of Lobor organized an Infernational rade-
union week in which, of coune, "tode-union delegoles of
Angola” -- from the ANLF -- participated.

Given such a situation, there is no other road for the MPLA
than to bulld en enticapitalist tendency opposed o any stro-
tegic compromise with the neccolonial regimes and the AMLF.
The counterrevolution todoy halds o number of trump cards
and it is essentially counting on the palitical appetites of the
Africon puppats to build up the most right-wing tendencies in.
the MPLA. To be sure, such on Inftiative an the part of mili-
tanls of the MPLA implies o new launching of struggle, a dif-
ficult battle in on utban setting, ond a total jsclation in the
confext of African diplomecy. But the analysis of the situation
clearly proves that suchoa rodicalization of the struggle cannot

be put off If the poth of neacalonialism 13 ta be really blocked.

The colons

The question of the white colans {600,000 of them in Angola,
200, 000 in Mozambique) is withour doubt a declsive question
in the trorsoctions now under way . From o political point of
view, this European populotion is the target of the South Afri-
can intrigues. Ity behovior in the coming perfod con liquidate
Lisbon's tactics, can touch off chaos out of which will come
either o rodicalization of the national liberatisn struggle or

o crushing of the Portugoese positioms in Favor of the Ameri-
cans. |t will thus ba imperative for the liberation movements
to formulate o political response -~ all the more so in that
racial incidents are on the rise in Angola and Mozambigue .
Are these actions the work of South Africen oglitotors, bondif,
and uncontralled elements ? This may be the cose in certain
areos. But these closhes connol be reduced to the recial level
alone and condemned as such. They are the expressicon of so-
clal conflicts more than recial conflick.

The colons cannct be analyzed o a clasical social formation.
It is not the big Portuguese industrialist but the maxi driver
who s carrying on pogroms and murdering dozens of Africans
in Luonda. However “poor” or "rich” they may be, the calons
oceupy @ particulor place in the social relations of the calo-
nies. To amert that the fight is not against whites but against
colonialism is certalnly necessary, but It is by ne means suf-
ficient. Is it necessary fo exploin to the African masses that
the current stoge necessitotes o tectical opproach? Is is neces-
sary fo deny the social choracier of the vengeance of the slum
dwallers ogainst the Portuguese shopkeepars who extend credit
at 20 percent [nterest and whe run the block market? s it
necessary to gat in the way when the workers kick out the
Porfuguese employer and take his place? Up Hll now the re-
sponse of the liberation movements to these questions has been
imufficient, and in trying to be "realistic" in order fo block
the path of the hord-liners, they are feiling fo offer the anly
resporse that con prepore for the inevitoble confrentation: the
milifary training of the urbon masses and their mobilization
around anticopitalist cbjectives. To be sure, it is necessary

to struggle ogoinst tendencies towerd genocide, but illusions
obout the support of the Portuguese army ore equally frrespan-
sible.

Mavertheless, Oscor Monters, o representative of FRELIMO,
tald the Paris daily Le Monde: "As for thase (of the whites)
who are wedded fo Porfuguese trodition ond culture, we will
obvicusly not fores them to become Mazambique citizens,
They can stay in Mozombique and their lives, their interests,

and the frulls of their lobar will be guaranteed of the outset
and withaut negatiations, for this Flows from our palitical
line . " And on August &, Commander Dalepa tald the press:
“It s not anly FRELIMO that hes won this wor, but aks the
Partuguess afficers who howe rejected the discredited Lishon
dictotorship. " Toctics? Maybe, But when will a strateay be
formuloted that offers o geners| response to the present urban
strikes and mobilizations?

“African unity”

The construction of an econamy independent of imperielist
diktat is undoubtedly o central concern of the liberation meve-
ments. [n previous orficles we have explained the ahience of
o strategic respomse ta this guestion and the scanomistic and
maralizing choracter of the antidotes that hove been put For-
word to neccolonialism. What would happen to the immemse
imperialist interests in Angolo ond Mozombioue under coolf-
tien governments 7 This remain one of the most important ques-
tiona,- for we know that from the economic poinl of view these
countries ore already more neccolanies of various imperialist
factions than they ore colonies of Porlugal. In en article pub-
lished in INPRECOR Mo.3 we criticized the liberaticn move-
merts' lock of precision on the social cbiectives of the strug=-
gle. While we ore chviobsly parfisans of an anficopitalist
angwer fo this question, we have no Tllusions obout the pes—
sibility of a Guinean, ar even Angolan, workers stote. Too
many foctors make tuch o perspective o utopia. The level of
productive forces, the sconomic resources, the ethnic ques-
tlons within the states, and the existonce of athnic groups that
straddle the borders of the puppet states, which are carefully
nurtured by the African bourgeolsies == all this | +lies and
imposes o regionol and [nternationalizt dimensien ko the con-
struction of an economy freed from the copitalist yoke.

The military question -- that is, the copecity to respond to

the counterrevolution -- alse constitutes on argument in faver
of o regionol strategy. The struggle for the Cope Verde Islonds
ig thus no longer simply a question of unity of the Porfuguese=
speaking territories or even of the Islonds' historlc ties with
Guined, [t is alio a question of brecking the fsolation of the
future Guinean shate and of liguidoting on importont Tmperial-
ist bate [n the region. At a Hime when Dokar and Congkry are
putting out communiqués demanding on early cooperafion ogres-
ment with the stafe of Guineo-Bissau, it is urgent for the
PAIGC to define fls atitude toward neocoloniol Africa. There
must be po illusion that there con be an economically indepen-
dent Guineo-Bissau side by side with a neocolonial Senegal.

And likewise, whot goes for Guineo-Bissou In relation to nea—
colenial centrel Africo goes for Angola ond Mezombigue in
relatian to white southern Africa. The cose of Cabinda (on
enclove of Angola surrounded by the Congs) is the clearest.

If the Amarican imperialisks provoke o secession, the revalu-
tion will have to be woged throughout the Congolese ethnic
area, for the N'Gouabis and the Mobutus are the pawns Ina
nationalist farce. The Cabinda national question Ts Washingten's
thing. There is ceriginly o Cobindese papulation that is not
identical to the rest of the Angalon population. But o seces-
sionist initiative would leod fo o proliferotion of micranotion—
alisrs that weuld be favorakle o imperialism. The only re-
sporse [3 the strengthening and defense of national rights with-
in the framewark of an uninterrupted and Internationalist de-
welopment of the revolution. Cabinda will not be saved by
dickering with the governments of Brazzaville and Kinshasa.
This guestion concerns the masses of all three cauntries —-
Angals, the Congo, and Zaire -~ ond must be salved through
their common mobillzation.
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The PAIGC has just recalled that after independence Tt will
ogain teke up it function o1 a party (and no longer as a
movement] by recffirming ifs maximum progrom. But that pro-
gram contains na clorification on the quasticn of "African
unity." When the PAIGC 1s in power, what will happen when
the Senegolese revolutionaries ask for aid or refuge? This far
from trivial paliticol question is on the Tips of thousands of
African militants. And when Pedro Peres declores in Dakar
that his state favors "pesitive neutralism, " we con only be
surprised ot this new resurgence of Mkrumah's old illusion.
That the PAIGC would want to distinguish Ttself from ‘Moscow
is one thing, but ene cannot be neutral, even “positively, "
if ane hopes to build on "indepandent” aconomy. The olterna-
tive is to repeat the experiences of Guinea Congkry, M-
maoh's Ghana, Boumedienne's Algeria, or MNoser's Egypt. But
fiitean years of armed struggle do not dissolve so eally into

Uh=type verbioge.

Spinola‘s plans are thus riddled with time bombs. The libera-
tion movements must ogain define their perspeciives before
the possible effectiveness of the new Portuguese tactic con
be judged. Even If they accept Soares’s propeeals, even if
coalition government, referendum, ond the maintenance of
Partuguese troops are occepted on paper, 1f s probeble that
these salutions will ba overturmed by imperialist oppetites on
the one side and the mobilization of the African mosses on
the ather.

The suppert of the intermnational revelutionary movemeant mutl
prepare for this eventuality, oport from expressing our elation
on the day that the PAIGC meves info Bissau on the ruins of
Portuguese colonialism. &

PORTUGAL
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UNITED FDONT

ACAINST PEPRESSION

The comrades of the Lige Camunista | nternacionalista {Intar-
nationalist Communist Leopue}, Portuguese section of the
Fourth International, hove begun publishing a fortrightly
newspapar, Luta Proletéria. Tha following stotement of the
LCI Executive Committes, issued August %, cppeared in the
August 16 fssue of the new poper.

* * *

1. The recent arbitrary suspersion by the lunto of Mational
Salvatien of Luta Popular (the journal of the MRPP, Mavement
far the Reconstruction of the party of the Proletariat], the
barining of the MRPP demanstration in support of the npewspa-
per, the furiou repression carried out by the COPCON (the
organ of military |leodership] agalnst the demonstration, o
repression occompanied by o real "hunt for ultraleftists, " and
the arrest of some of the damaenstrators == all these events will
have important repercussions on the national political scane.
Mo political organization of the workers mavement will be
able to aveld hoking o clear public pesition on them.

All fhis s very sarious, for we are now witnessing o prolifera-
¥ien in Portugel of prevocotive oot of the right, which Ts at-
tempting to win the support of layers of the middle classes by
appealing to the old onticommunist theme and by trying fo sat
up a real party of fear. There have been cries ogainst the
"communist threat, " "coups d'etat, " "essaull on the regime, "
and "civil discbedisnce.” The international press linked o
circles of high finance has been spreading the most alormist
rumors with impunity. And new to all this have been odded
direct provocations (provocative defacing of ehurches) and
physical violence |attacks in the Laures municipolity). The
recrudascence of activities of the for right appeared simulta-
necusly with the instifution of o strong government in which
officers in the leodership of the Armed Forces Movement are

porticipating .

The entry of these afficers Into the government was hoiled by
the government parties, porticulerly the Communist party and
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the Sociolist party, os a new victory for the progressive forces.
A itrange victory! Hardly o week later, the Junto of Hotianal
Salvation wspended three dailles; o messure that Wriggered
vigoreus protests and unleashed active salidarity on the part
of journalists wha refused to let only twa diilies be published.
The draft law on strikes wos the ohject of criticism even from
the Trade Unian Federation, which hod called for o demonstro-
tlon to suppert the provisional governmant only o few days
earlier. And on August 7, there wos the Lisbon "spectocle”:
police and military forces deployed around the Rossio (the
caniral square in Lisbon), on speration that can have but one
explonation — fo create o climate of diserder and "ideclogi-
cal eggression, ' to spreod the ideo of o "leftist” danger jus-
tifying all the represive measures. This is @ methed common

to all police forces: to create o climate to justify their Inter-
vention. For the rest, it is not occidental that the represtion
was directed ogainst the MEPFP! The bourgeoisie hos been
waging ¢ campaign to isolate Tt for o long Hme, spreading

the rumor that the MRPF was responsible for everything that
hes happened . This task was fecilitoted by the blind sectarion-
fsm of the MRPP inelf.

The différences batween the MRPP and the LCl ore deep. But
that does nat prevent ug from defending it todoy against capi-
talist repression, for we know that this i not just an ottack on
the WRPP, but is also aimed o creating a climale favorable te
repredsing the whole waorkers movement in gengral and the rev-
olutionary left in porticular. For the anes who are really re-
sponsible for the real disorders, those who hove resorted 1o

all forms of violence -- including physical aggression - in
order to help 1o sat up o regime of terror ogainst the working
elass and the loboring masses, continue to act freely.

2. The government, the Junto of National Salvation, ond
the General Staff of the armed forces are choosing a good
morment fo oct. Spinala's decloration on the recognition of
the right of independence for the calonies has created illusions
about the charocter of the present gavernment amang the small
and middle bourgecisie, ond even among sections of the work-



ing clats. Those illusions have bolstered the governmant's
prestige and expanded its room for maneuver. To this must be
added the long proces: of demabilizotion of the worken move-
mant and the isolation of the most combative strugales, paral-
lel to the recrudescence of the activities of the far-right
groups

The parties that call themselves communist and socialist have
provided a cover for these government octiors, dividing the
wc\rl-cing closs and even pressing for mabilizations that Iagu|—
ize the repressive meosures of the junta and the governmant
in the eyes of the mosses.

The CP and 5P hove thus given a blank check 1o the Armed
Ferces Movement, roising ifs prestige and glorifying it con-
stantly, without making the slightest criticism of ir. At a
time of isolation and pressure on the weorkers struggles and
isolation ond repression agairat the far left, the 5P leaders
wash their honds of the matter with 8 eommunigué (gimed ot
forestalling criticisms fram their most combative, rank-ond-
file militant) and the CP blomes the repression on the van-
auard, inciting the population against the struggles of the
workers and agoinst the revolutionarias.

3. It is eosy to understand what the government, the Junto
of Naotional Salvation, and the Armed Forces Mavemant ore
doing. It is emy to understond the firmness with which they
are maintaining order at any price, fthaot is, mointaining the
eanditions of capitalist explaitotion just ot the momant when
the mast loyal servants of that order == the ogents of the PIDE
(the secref palice) ond the legionnoires -- are beginning to
ba relemed

The autumn and winter will ba difficull. Far the bourgeoisie,
it s necessary to breok all the centers of workers resistance
and rcvnluﬁumr}- ogitation. It s only on these conditions
that it will be pessible for the bourgeoisie to tame the work-
ing closs by making it occept layoffs, speedups, and price
increases in the nome of "order™ ond "peoce." These are the
anly ways the bourgeoisie con respond to international compe-
titlon, given the very vulneroble economy,

4. The working closs can and must respond to the capitalist
offersive, all the more so in that the first strike wove gove
certain sectors some experience in struggle ond orgonizotion.

The revolutionories must throw all their efforts into pressing
forward and structuring the crgonized amd independent resporse
of the working clams, creating everywhere united bodies in-
eluding the grectest possible number of militonts oround the
demands most respomsive to the proletarial and the ||;||:n;-r'|r|g_'|
mazies.

Thus, n foce of the intensification of copitalist repression,
which Is the real foce of bourgecis democracy, it is vital For
the working closs lo intronsigently defend its right of assembly,
trade=-union and pq|if'|l;q| organization, demomtration, ond
freedom of the workers press with na limitation whatscever .

The LCI calls on all workers and employees end all revalution-
ary organizations to organize the broodest possible front of
struggle for the defermse of the democratic rights of the workers
apoimst copifalist repression ond against the etfocks of the
reactionory gongs. Workers self-defense must ba orgonized

in all struggles| Democratic rights must not be vielated bur
must be applied in precticel They must be defended more then
ever!

5, We Tsue o solemn worning to the leaders of the CF and

5P, who ore compromised by the most shameful closs collab-
orotion ogainst the interests of the workers ond employees.
They should not think that they can maintain thelr comfortable
posilions and ot the same tima help to isolote the most combat-
ive sectioms of the working closs ond the revelutionary crgani-
zotions. When thay are no longer gble to carry out the missions
that have been cuigned to them, the bourgesicie will throw
them out of the government, alter having forced them to re-
treot inall oreos, day ofter doy ond decree ¢ >r decree.

*FOR THE RIGHT
OF ASSEMBLY,
OF TRADE-UNION AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION,
TO 5TRIKE,
TO DEMOMNSTRATE,
OF FREEDOM OF THE WORKERS PRESS WITHOUT AMY
RESTRICTION!

*ORGAMIZE WORKERS SELF-DEFEMSE OF ALL STRUGGLES |

*IMMEDIATE FREEDOM FOR ALL IMPRISONED REVOLU-
TMOMNARIES!

*LIFT THE BAN ON LUTA POPULAR | B




IRELAND

BIATAINS
NEW TURN

by JAMES CONWAY.

The fallowing article firt oppeared in the August fssue
af The Plough, poper of tha Revalutionary Marxist
Group, Irish section of the Fourth International .

* * *

The collapse of Sunningdale(1) marks a pew turning point for
Britain's strategy in Irelond. Although Britain hos charted o
flexible course in the past and revised ifs policy on numerous
occasions, it hes nonetheless remoined within o strategic frame-
work created during the early sixties. Aa the crisis of Britiah
imperialism deepers and the contradictions inherent in the
northern situation Tree If ripen, this fromewerk is rapidly be-
coming a straitjocket. Increasingly, Britain i compelled

to adopt a gualitatively different type of perspective.

Britain's changing role in
Ireland

Britain's histaric interest in Ireland wos to enferce an artificiol
division of lobor and manipulate the terms of trode betwean
both countries. Pelitical strategy wos governed by o desire 1o
transform Ireland info a source of cheap food and lober for
industrial Britain.

But the prelonged decline of British imperielism has slowly
medified thiz. These chonpes were rooted in Brifain's difficul-
ties, particularly since the last world war. A low level of in-
vestment and growth coupled with increased competition on
the Tnternational market and a shrinking shore of world ex-
parts has coused repeated crises Tn Britain's balonce of pay-
manfs. Any attempt to find an immediate solution to this prob-
lem by restricfing home demand met with the stiff resistance
of a well erganized and salf-confident British working closs.
Mareover, in the lang term, a restriction of home demand
cauld only add to the stognation of Industry, making the bal-
ance of payments situation worse .

The cnly altermolive open was tostimulate overseas nvest-
ments o8 o source of profits. The mid-fifties - an important
pariod for adjusting relations in Ireland -~ saw a significant
change in fthis respect with o steady onnual Tncrease in the
Figure for long-term private investment abroad . An important
part of this oversess {nyestment found its way into Ireland,
where it began to take over and dominate the new industrial
base which had been developed under native control during
the protectionist period. In the South of Irelond only 20 per-
cent of industrial capital in the sixtles wos roised locally and
of the remainder over 40 percent came from Brirain. In the
Morth loo there wos a significont influx of copital and even
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by the end of the fiffies only about 30 percent of capital in-
vested in haavy Industry remoined in local hands. Proctically
all the rest was owned by Brimin.

This development demanded e more sophisticated political
framewark ta deal with the changing relations between Brit-
cin and Irelond ond batween Morth and South. Instecd of
festering artificial divisicrs 7t become necessary to maximize
unity ond Tntegration.

It was racognized that such an gbrupt change eould not be
Introduced overnight. The profound social and political con-
trodictions thot had motured over centuries would toke time

to mellow. In the fliah of growth and exponsion this did not
represent an insurmountable problem. A long-term strategy

of raticnalizing lrelond’s political structures and drawing the
whale country mare tightly within Britain's orbit wos projected.

Crisis of British imperialism: the
Irish strategy

The renewed crisls of Britlsh capitalism starting in 196% hes
deoalf this perspective o severs blow. When Britain’s balance
of payments showsd a surplus Tn 1949 ir seemed that Britoin
wos beginning to cope with the problems elogging 1t since
the war. But the noture of the surplu indicoted that this wes
ot the case. It originated mainly in the fall of import prices
and rise of axport prices, o o rosult of devaluation. In other
words, 1t did not reflect a strengthaning of the econemy but
rather o weakening of it.

The change in Britain's prospects has hod imavitable repercus-
sions on its strategy in Ireland. As lote as 1988 when fthe line
it was pursuing become entangled by o genuine democratic
upsurge omong Cathalic workers, Britain's resporse remained
within the limits of the strategy of the earlier half of the de-
code. During the finst phase of the struggle, from October
1948 to August 1971, the oim of the Lobour party and the
Tories was simply to restore the status quo so that the long
march towards a grodual federal selution could be resumed.

But the controdictions in the Morth of Ireland sharpened so
quickly that It was necessary o speed up the introducton of
the federal solutien In a gombling effort to forestall o prema-
ture confrontation. Thus, in the second phose of the struggle
the Assembly(2) and the power-tharing executive were
hastily estoblished and the Sunningdale Agresment weos drawn
up o3 a first step In the direction of the federal salution,

Monetheless, the effectiveness of this short=term inftiative
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was still viewed in the context of continued and expanding
opportunities for British copitalism. Mow that even this pro-
condition can no longer be relied upon, the federal strategy
has been made tedundant. A whole new framewark for gefting
the lrish situation under control once more is obvicus|y neaded .
Britain hos been reluctant to face this fact. Certainty aboul

the depth of the econamic and palitical problams focing Tt at
home hod first fo be confirmed befare bridges could be Burned.
But now that the bleak prospects for Britain are asstoblished
without doubt the necemary odjustments ore balng mode .

cial and palitical anomolies. The first White Paper (March
1573) projected a definite system of pewer-shaoring between
the chosen political representotivas of thE minarity and the
representatives of Unionism as the only way of demoeratizing
Morthern political relations -- o necessary pre-condition for
the federal solution.

A measure of how mueh Britain's confidence has been shaoken
in the latest turn of events is illustrated by the second White
Popeg, where the rationale of power-shoring is seen simply os

Protestants block Belfast street during reactionary Loyalist strike Tn Marth of Treland .

The White Paper turn

If the collopse of the Assermbly ond the power-sharing execwu-
tive and the disappearance of Sunningdole Tndicates o change
in Britain's attitude toword Irelond, then the luly 4 White
Poper indicates the direction of that change. |t represents a
decislve retreat from the federal strateqy ko o highly repres-
sive sclution in fhe prasent crisis.

In the new White Poper the so-called Irish Dimension fs com-
pletely emasculated. From meaning that the Orange ruling
class would have ro subordinate its political autonomy to the
dictates of the entire |rish ruling closs in cccordonce with the
requirements of British imperialism (os outlined Tn the Grean
Paper of October 1972 where the term “lrish Dimension” wes
first eained) it hos been reduced to the plane of geagraphy —-
to the foct that the Free Stole and the six counties have “a
common lond frontier”! The political significance of the "rish
Dimension” is thereby rendered meaningless. As the Irish Times
(July 5) notes in its front poge coverage of the White Paper:
“The ‘lrish Dimermsion' & reduced to o shadow. . . . Accept-
ability {of any British salufion Tn the MNorth) te Dublin, pre-
vicialy a feature of British palicy, Ts excised from the new
policy. "

Power-sharing, the other main pillar of Britain's strategy, is
also emplied of all content, Previowsly the Green Paper had
admitted that tha Cathalic population hod become o permanant
minority in the Morth ond thot alone created o number of so-

the noed for palitical stobillty. Accordingly, the irsistence
that "there must be soma form (1) of power-sharing” Is more
o poignant cry of despair than a palitical conviction. There
i in fact only one form of power-sharing that might hove co-
opted the onti-imperialist minarity. That has been tried and
overthrown by the Lovalishk.

The only other possible form of power-sharing 75 that odvocoted
by the Loyalists themselves -~ the Incluslen of Costle Catholics
and Token Teighs{3) in on Cronge-controlled cabinet. This
oppears to be the "some form" of power-sharing that the new
White Poper hos opfed for. The British bourgeeisie is refreating
to an occeptance of the ald Stormont-typel4) regime with o
faw frimmings ond troppings to save foce,

Relying on the Loyalists

Once the obove hos been understood it [s easy to camprehend
the provisions of the White Paper vis-0-vis the setting up of
interim political mechinery. This mochinery is not a fly wheel
eperating o transmission belt ko o further installment of the
federal solution, rother it operotes o fronsmission belt back

to the pre-1968 situation.

To extricate itself from the terrible mess it is in Britgin needs
2 breothing space . The estoblishment of & Comstitutional Con-
vention to discuss pessible solutions te the Morthern problem

is designed specially to provide this. Can anyone sericusly
imagine that almost five yeors of intense struggle con suddenly
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be followed by a whole perlod of mere chatter? That further
discussion can produce some remedy that has net already been
thought of and discarded? Mo, Britain is not 2o nalive, nor is
any solution expected. Britain is simply waifing for an oppor-
tune moment to implement the new strategy olready outlined
in the White Paper.

IF Britain is to implement this strategy, then it must rely ono
melecular process to which it supplies the energy but which
it is not directly part of . In other words, Britain cannot offord
a decisive blow against the minority ot this moment. Such a
mave would unite the entire community, oust the SDLP (So-
cial Democratic and Labour party) (5 and send tramors of re-
volt across the border Tnte the South. |mitead Britain is de-
pending on the changing relationship of forces between the
Caotholic and Protestant communities. Within the framework
of ik previous approach Sritain fried to keep the Loyalisk{s)
in check while dealing with the minarity itself. MNew it is re-
lecsing the demper and permitting a balance of forces more
favorable to the Loyalists to emerge -

Thus the Irish Times [July 5) chserved correctly that: "Although
o veto is retained for Westmirster the White Paper laaves little
doubt of the desire of the British Government to withdraw (in
o politicol seme) fram the scena leaving the Morthern [reland
repressntatives to aronge matters to the best of their cwn
ability. " And whan the Whire Poper says that "Some time is
required for political groupings fo emerge and develop, o
engage in discumsion with other parties and interests and o
clarify but not foreclose their positions, " what it really mears
is that the develeping trends since the Westminster alection
must reach maturity before o new decisive change con be In-
trodueed.

Building the backlash

In this light the White Poper's ombiguity onsecurity is omi-
nous. The SDLP was biiterly disoppointed by the absence of
o gesture towards creating a security force occepiable o the
minerity. More impartant is the snowballing demond emong
loyalist politicians for o 20, 000-30, 000-strong Protestont
Home Guard. Although the British government has been op-
proached officially by the Loyalist on this matter, although
the demand has been coupled with renewed threats of civil
war from John Laird(7) and Bill Craig(8), the British govern-
ment remaing silent.

This cannct be bacause the government considers the subject
too frivigl to deal with. The roising of the demand an the
Orange 12th of July(?) commemorations by Taylor( 10} was
not frivelous holiday speechifying. The demand perculoted
through from the grassroots of loyolism. It originated in the
Ulster Special Comstabulary Association, a paramilitary group
formed by ex-B-specials which has several thousand members
and is represented on the Ulstar Workers Council.[11) This
organization in ikelf could emily constitute the bockbone of
either an official or unofficlal loyalist militia. It hos been
reported that the USCA in foct intends to emerge of the end
of August o2 an unarmed force to recruit on @ wide scole be-
fore arming.

Added ta this is the growing dissotisfoctlon with the role of
the Ulster Defense Regiment{ 12} and the Royal Uhter Constab-
ulary{13) both among loyolists in general and members of the
sacurity forces themselves. Mumerous reports of paro-military
loyalist groups taking over units of the UDR and camrying out
seciorion operations hove appeared in the press. Disatisfoc-
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tion with the RUC is olso increasing. Preparticnately the RUC
hes borme the brunt of the wor ogainst "terrorism. * Flgures re-
leosed last month by the RUC show that since 1958 mare than
half the force hos been injured in riots and street bottles. By
controat T8 success ogainst the Proves{14) hos been minimal --
last yeor ever o thousand bombs were planted despite the un-
precedented sacurlty precoutions. Even the success of the
security forces shows how hopeless their tesk 5. The capluring
of 282 rocket lounchers ond morters, 1,598 firearms, 187,299
rounds of ammunition, and 3, 400 pounds of explosives reveak
only the mmsive size of the fceberg that lies submerged and
out of the grasp of the security forces. In face of this meoger
parformance and the cost to the morole and prestige of the
DR and RUC, the Loyalisk' demand for a more aggressive
force is bound to meet with o wide réspomse in the Protestant
gommunity .

Britain's apparent oblivion to the tendency lowards loyalist
militarism s not without explonation. This tendency is exactly
what Britain want to see enhanced, without for the Hime
being soiling its own honds. It will have at once outflanke.
the Ulster Defence Amociation(15) and found an alternative
and mere relichle battering ram ogainst the Catholic mi-
nority. '

What perspective?

To date no important section of the revolutionery movement
hos been oble to underitand the dynamic ond direction of the
national struggle. After the establishment of the Assembly,
the Officials (18) predicted a return to normality. The for
left groups with the excephion of the RMG (Revolutionary
Marxist Group, Irish section of the Fourth International) and
the Fi} (Feople's Democrocy, o cenirist farmation at present
supporting the military struggle of the Proves) simply eondemned
the Assembly and power-shoring es an ampty gesture but ig-
nored their implication for the future course of the struggle.
The Provos forecast that the Assembly would fall but s o
direct result of their own compaian.

Following the fall of the Assembly ond the overthrow of Sun-
ningdale all thess organizations and groups are once more
indulging themselves in facile predictiomns bosed on assumed
dogma. Some see the development of an cutenomous working
class movement ameng the Protestants which will Inevitably
embrace sociallsm. Others sse the withdrawal of Britain and
a deal between the Republicons and Loyalists being reached.
And, of course, for the far left groups, blinded by their own
degma and self-importance, nothing has chonged -- "the
struggle goes on. "

All of these amessments miss the mark by a wide margin.

Will there be an autonomous Profestant warking closs move-
meant and will it embroce sociolism? Those who answar this
question in the affirmative are relying on the current divisions
within the Loyalist camp to produce something. But they hove
thoroughly misunderstood the noture of these divisions. It is
true that there is friction between the plebion elements of fhe
UWC and the middle closs representatives on the United Llster
Unionist Council. But this friction hos not been created by
any move on the part of the UWC towards socialism or even
populism. What has happened is that the UWC strike brought
the bourgeois leaders of Loyalism to the pinnacle of power
after five years of fragmentation and frustration. Now that
they are on top, the Wests, Craigs, ond Paisleys ore seizing
the cpportunity to sweep oway all the intermediary forces of
plebian (working closs and patty bourgeois) origin in an affort
to bring the mevement firmly under their own control.
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Those -- amang them certain sections of the Provo leadership
-— whao imagine that Britain will withdrew from the Morth
leaving it up to the Republicons and Loyalists 1o wark aut
soma federal compromise disploy on equal lock of undentand-
ing. Can these people sarfously imogine that offer such 8

long caompaign fa maintain Tts presence Britgin iz simply going
to sbanden the enormous assefs Tt has occumulated in the
Morth? Hes British imperiolism been increcsing ity direct shore
of Morthern industrial and commercial copital inthe lout de-
code just to hand it aver 1o some federal state that will be
dominated by the Proves or any other group of Republicans?
Mat likely! Will the Loyalist bourgeoisie (or even their work-
Ing closs followers) whe hove sxcluded the Cathelic popula-
tion even from employment suddenly agree fo shore their spails?
What o hope |

Towards a decisive
confrontation

Finally, does the "struggle” simply "go on" without any sig-
nificant change? Only the myopic economistic left which
can't see post petty reformist fssues could balieve that it does.
While these Fossilized coricatures of social democrocy ask
therse lves questions the! hove been answered clearly by the
course of events {such "profound" questiors os “will the Prot-
estant workers unite with their Cathalic brothers to fight im=
periolism”) new ond decizive guestions are being posed.

The most imparfant question-in the next period is whether ar
mat the Cathalic working clos will be oble to wope @ strug-
gle ogainst the emerging alliance betwean British imperialism
and Loyalism and the return to-the days of the ald Storment
regime. If the orswer te this guestion s a pessimistic one,
then the recant White Poper is an epilogue to a series of im-
perialist moneuvers; if the answer s optimistic then it is only
an intraduction to o new chapter of struggle.

Although the Cathalic minority oppears demoralized and sub-
missive, there 75 o process of recomposition af work in the com-
munity. In the lst isue of The Plough we tried to evaluate
thiz process. Wa noted that while the SDLP still maintains
political hegemony over the Catholics, the revelutionary anti-
imperialist Forces were slowly growing. That growth could be
estimated anly in terms of the electoral support received in
the Assembly ond Westmingter elections and the re-emergance
on a touch-ond-go bosis of street politics. Meither of these
could oct o5 sure barometers of the process of revalutionary
recomposition thot s poing on. But that this process does exist
and is exerting a real pressure is lotely confirmed by the split
that have pericdically opened in the ronks of the SDLP since
the Loyalist triumph. Moreover, the Devlin wing(17} hos ap-
parently got the upper hand inside the party during these con-
troversies. The SDLP os o whole is bending to the pressure of
the militoncy within the ghettoes, and this portends o new
and more fovoroble atmasphere for o revelutionary upsurge
among the Cothalics. If the mood in the Cotholic community
was one of despair, tha SDLP would hove sofiened ils attitude
towards power-sharing ond the “Irish Dimension. " Instead it
was forced under pain of further weokening ik already. losening
electornl base to project an intransigent ond militont imaps .

It Is possible to predict that os Britain's new plam become
mare abvious that there will be mounting cpposition from the
Caotholic minority. Given the critical noture of Britain's eco-
nomic and palitical situation and the Flowering confidence of
Loyalism, no seriows ottempt to co-opt this resistance will be
atternpted. The only possible outcome will be a mojor con-
frontation toking on the dimersians of civil war,

‘While it is obvious that the Catholic masses will not obapden
their historic ospirations without a fighk o question mark still
hangs over the role of the [rish revolutionary movement. As o
whale it has shown o decided inabllity ro understond the dy-
namic of the struggle or to give real leadership te the brood
loyers who have from time to fime placed confidenee in them

The eoming confronfotion is the lost chance for a leng tima.
Chnly by uniting cur forces and Forging real links with the
masses con we hope to mest the challenge -

Footnotes:

1. The Sunningdale Agreament (invalving pewer-shering and
a "Councll of treland ") was established by the Brifish govern-
ment, the Morthern Ireland Executive (composed of the SDLP,
Foulkner Unionishs, and the Alliance partsl and the Southern
government .

2. The Assembly is the governing bedy of the Six Counties of
Morthern Irelfand set up by Sunningdale.

1. “Castle Cotholic” is 0 term for collaborators with Brirish
imperialism, coined when Dublin Costle wos the seat of Brit-
sk power in Ireland. Teigh (or Taig) is o historic term

of abuse used against the Cathelic minarity in the MNorth.

4. Stormont wos the seat of government in the North until
direct rule was Infroduced in Mareh 1972, Lk nome is firmly
identified with Protestant palitical supremocy.

5. Saelal Damocratic ond Lobour party originally grew ocut of
the Civil Rights struggle, ond represents Catholic bourgeois
and petty-bourgenis inferests.

&. Protestonts cammitied to re-establishing the pre-1758 sto-
fus quo.,

7. A right-wing Unionist.

8. Ar ax-Starmont minister, ope of the faremast Layalist leod-
ars, who sat up the Vanguard Unionist party and maintains close
links with paramilitary erganizotions.

%, The 12th of July Is o carnivel of Protestant supremecy
calebrafing the victory of William of Orange over James 1|

at the Battle of the Boyne.

10. A right-wing Loyalist pelitician and on ex-Stormant min-
Tater.

11. Coordinating bedy of the recent Loyalist strike.

12. A specicl regiment of the British Ammy, recruited exclu-
sivaly in Northemn |reland and almest 100 percent Protestant.
13. The police force, olmost entiraly Protestant.

14. Provisional Irish Republican Army. Ore of two wings of
the IRA, it still engoges in armed struggle.

15. Loyalist poramilitary federation of plebion locol “defene"
ossociotions,

16. Offielal Irish Republican Ammy, the other of two wings of
the 1RA.

17. Refers to the populist elemant in the SDLP which believes
that a more militant line is required to hold on to ifs electoral
support. This position is exemplified by Poddy Devlin, a for-
mer Civil Rights leoder and @ member of the IRA in the 1950s.
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JAPAN

after

the spring

the elections X
offensive

Last July 7 elections were held for half the pasitions in the
Upper House of the Japonese parlioment. The Upper House is
ona of the two chombers of the parlioment, roughly correspond-
ing to the Americon Senafe. Elections to it are held every
three yeors. Two months earlier; the troditienal "spring offen-
sive" of the trode unions hod fouched off o sirike wave whose
breadth wos remarkoble. Gensralized struggles ore organized
every spring, since all trade-union controcts are renewed
during that seeson. |n the following interview, taken by Pieme
Rousser, Y. Sokal, o member of the Political Bureou of the
Revelutionary Communist League, Jopanese section of the
Fourth Infernational, explains the situation in the country,
beginning with these two events, the Upper House elactions
aond the frode-union spring offersive.

L]
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CQuestion. In an inferview you gove to Quatridme Interno-
tionale last Februory you asserted that the situation that pre-
vailed then could give rise to "the biggest general sirfke in
Jopanese history " What actually hoppened?

Answer. A consideroble number of workers -- obout five or
zix million of them =- ware effectively mobilized during the
spring compaign. Jopon was poralyzed by a general strike for
about o week. That wes unprecedented in the history of our
workers mevement. |n that inferview | predicted that the spring
offersive would lead to a really seriows confrontation bebween
the employers ond the workers. But.as it turned out, this con-
frontation was postponed, probably for o year, or perhaps,
even worse, for two years -~ in spite of the breodth of the
strike. We have to iry to exploin why. In our view, there ore
two basic reasons.

First of oll, the Japanese bourgecisie waos oble to moke impor-
tant economic concessions becouse of the profits it has mode
from inflation. These concessions ware politically necessary.
Popular discontent, fed by rising prices, was running high,
and the bourgeolsie knew that the position of the governmant
party wos getting worse and worse o3 the elections o the Up-
per House opprooched. The bourgecisie hod #o avold a direct
cenfrontation. That's why it granted such high woge increases
== on the arder of 25-30 percent!

Mext, the reformist trode-union leoders were secking o no-
tional accord with the employen over the workers demands .
Warkers combativity had grown sharply and the position of

the bureaueracy within the trode unions hod seriously declined.
The bureaucracy was often thrown on the defensive . It wes

therefore reody to seize on the first opportunity to compromiss
in order to defuse the situotion. And it must be remambared

that while combativity has risen significantly, there Ts still
no alternative left pole of ohirection copable of offering per
spectives on a national scale.,

* ¥ ¥

Q. You say there Is no nationol olternative pole of attroc-
tion. But could you give some examples of your local inter-
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vantion in these strikes?

A. We threw all our forces inte the 1974 spring offensive.

But our implantation remaine uneven in the various regions.

In Tokyo, in spite of o few cases of real trode-union implan-
tation, our Intervention was propagandistic, given the mass of
workers concentrated in the capital. [n the cities of the north-
emt we were able to corry out some real activity, but only in
some unions and in certaln foctories. It was the some in Osaka
and Kyoto (In the pestal system and in the telephone and tele-
graphs). But in Sendal our more important implantation en-
abled us to orgonize real centralized regional octivity. | think
this exomple provides the best illustration of our orientation

in this type of shruggle.

We won our influence through work in the unions' “youth
sectors, ' which are sectors grouping together young workers,
generally the maost militant elements, and have their own
organizational life. In the middle of the 1940s an “interna-
tionalist tendency" wos formed within the young socialists.
Teday the palitical situation in the union movement in Sendal
{in the Liyoga prefecture) is o triangular one. Besides the so-
cialists and the CP, wa hove our own Influence; especially

in the posts, telephone, ond telegraphs, and among the roil-
way workers. In 1970 the Internationalist Workers Committees,
organi zations of young workers of Trolskylst orientation, were
formed. In 1973 a trode-union tendency was formed, tha Roken
(Sociaty for the Study of the Worken Movement). Roken had
twa aims: to orgonize the worken on o regional basis (you
hove to understand that in Japan the weight of foctory-based
unionlsm is very strong) and to offer o political cutlet for
struggles around ecanomic demands -- an cutlet other than

the class collaborationlst one of the reformist leaderships .

During tha latest strike we participated in the formation of
strike committess controlled by doily general ossemblies of
workers. In ligison with these cémmittees we set up a regicnal
commi ttee composed of “action groups, " which were mobile
groups made up of young workers, about 150-180 in each.
These oction groups carried on o twofold octivity. First of all
they hardened the strike, breaking with the pocifist instruc-
tions of the union leaders, who are now attacking us. We
were oble fo organize some foctory cccupations, ond there
weare some closhes, sither with the employers' apents or with
the palice. Second, they sirengthened weak points or polnis
that were threatened, as irl the postal system, where the po-
lice and the burecucrocy got hagether fo fry fo isclate the
strike. We, on the other hand, Irfed to moke the sirike the
affair of the workers themselves. For its port, Roken put out
twelve leaflets in the space of o week (about 100,000 copies
all together) to give news on the struggles going on and fo
draw the palitical lessons. The 5P and the CF did not produce
a single leaflat.

* ¥ »

Q. At the beginning, you said that the expected confronta-
tion was put off for o year or two. Why a yeor or twe?
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A . The crisis of Jopanese capitalism is not besically conjunc-
tural. In foct, the very ropid exparsion from the end of the
19505 to the end of the 1940: exhausted the reserves on which
it hod based itself. Jopanese copitalism is short of lobor; it

is running up agaimnt big problems coused by pollution and

the structure of the cities, which went through o development
that wes at the same time very ropid ond anarchic; it is not
capeble of responding to new needs. And the Jopaness bour-
gecisie, threatened by the intensification of interimperfalist
competition, has te move to a deep rationalization of Tt econ-
omy and deal with o profound new rise of popular struggles at
the same time. The Tonoka government has already been com-
pelled to give up one rotionalizotion progrem becouse of these
struogles. And abo becouse of the presure of American im-
perialism.

And the woge increases | meritioned should not moke for ony
illusions. Since lost outumn, the rate of inflation has ¢limbed
to 30 or 35 percent! That is, the buying power of the workers
is actually stognating or declining. Conditions for the workers
in small ond medium-sized factories, where the level of union-
ization is low, are especially difficult. More and more, the
government is speaking of the necesity of estoblishing on
"incomes policy, " that 1s, woge controls. 5o we con see that
the problam of defending and fncreasing the buying power of
the workers will cantinue to dominate social struggles.

It is symptomatic that Sohyo (the left frode union, deminated

by the socialists, with the participation of the CP) hos asked

for a cost-of-living index for persions gronted retired worker
and for social security benefits for old pecple, the handicapped,
maothers of families, etc. And the government has had to give
some concessions on this. We ore advancing the demand for o
sliding scole of woges, but this remains o minority demand
within the unions.

It is for all these recsons that we think that the coming two
years will see the outbreck of an impartant class confrenta-
tion in Jopan.

* * *

Q. What problems do you see for yourselves given this out-
Tock?

A. We hove two problems to reselve. First, there is the gues-
flon of getting o better grasp of what will be the nature of

the next spring offensive in 1975, Will the bourgecisie still
be oble to continue its policy of moking ecomomic conces-
sions? Second, there is the problem of determining the best
way to contribute to the building of o class struggle left cppo-
sifion on @ national scale capable of putting forwaord o polit-
ical alternative to the union bureaucracies.

In the final analysis, the problem is political. Becouse of
the erisis of the government party, the reformists, the CP
and the 5P, are more and mare tending to advance a popu-
lar-front perspective. That strengthens the necesity for mil-
itants developing their own indeperdent perspectives on
this ground also, that is, the perspective of a workers gov-
ernment.

* * *

Q. Did the latest elections to the Upper House confirm this
crisis of bourgeais leadership?

A, Yes. In foct, three penaral lessens con be drown from the
Tatest electoral results.

1. The government party, the Liberal Democratic party
{LDP), suffered a defeat. It lost nine seats and now holds
only 125 seots in a chamber of 250. Taking occount of the
five "independents" who will nearly always vote with the
LDF, it has o majority, bul a very slim ane. In certain com-
missions, the opposition in foct holds a majority, or at least
half of the seats. The situotion is even more difficult for Ta-
naka and the LOP in that the LDF is the only solid bourgeois
party in Japan, having held uncontested power for more than
twenty years. Suddenly, foctional struggles ore breaking out
in the LDP. Tonaka, the prime minister, Is opposed by Fukods,
the former minister of Finance ard one of the leaders of the
most right=wing faction of the LDF; 1t fovors maintaining
privileged relations with Taiwen and edvocates o limited eco-
nomic expansion. Obviously, this struggle is weakening the
present government. The LDP does, howewer, maintain o
strong majority in the Lower House .,

2. The traditional left is stognating. This is especially clear
for the Socialist party, which gained only three seats. It is
also true for the Communist porty, desplte its important gain
in seats as compared to 1958 (nine seahl). In comparison fo
the 1971 electians, the goin was only six seats, and in par-
contage terms, the vote increase was tiny. The 5P ond CP
were disappointed . The CP particulorly hod odvocated a very
moderate, corservative line. During on important strike of
tecchers -~ & sector in which the CP is especially influential
-= it called an some of the professors to stay at work 5o as to
"maintain ordar in the schools™ ! Meedless to say, the feach-
en didn't take this very well. The CP glso abandoned its slo-
gan on child care (As many child-care conters as moi lboxes )
out of feer of a dynomic of confrontation. Finai v, both tha
5P ond CP tock an extremely conciliatory ottitude during

the spring strikes. The CF has seen the interruption of Tty elec-
toral growth,

3. There has thus emerped o mossive fringe of combative mil-
itants. The setback for the LDP combined with the stognation
of the CP and 5P shows the gop that exists batween the com-
bativity of the masses and the policy of the reformist parties.
But, ence again, this combative fringe had no organization
and no candidates oble to fully represent them during the
latest elections,

* * *

. You infervened in these elections, particulerly by sup-
perting the candidacy of lsahu Tomura, a leader of the San-
rizuka Pemsants Associotion.® What sort of balonce-sheer
would you draw of this campaign?

A. We hod two aims in this compaign. The first wes o aid in
continuing the struggle of the Sanrizuka Peasants Association.
It is probable that the government will do everything pessible
this autumn to destroy the tower that is now blocking the ex-
tension of the aimport runways. The First objective of the |.
Tomura campaign was to develop the grectest possible solidar-
ity to prepare for this possibility.

*For the post eight years, the Sanrizuke Peasaonts Association
hos been waging an exemplary struogle ogoinst the construc-
tion of the new Tokyo internafional airport. At the beginning,
the peasants organized around the key question of defending
their land. Then two further problems were added: the pellu-
tion generated by the airport and the integration of the air-
fleld into the American militery system In Asia. Peosont resis-
tance ho comstruction of the airport has givan rise to some of
the mast violent demonstrations seen in decades in Jopan. To-
day, most of the girport has been constructed, but the pecsants
have built o tower more than 200 feet high ot the end of a run-
way, thus preventing utilization of the airpert! The opening
of the airport has already been deferred five years!
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The second oim, for us, wos to provide o focus for this left
opposftion.an & natfonal scale through the exomple of the
struggle that Tomwra represants and through our own Interven-
tion.

Eleetarally, we suffered o defeat. Tomura got 230,336 vores;
that §s, 0.43 percent of the vofe on a national scale. He would
have neadad at least twice that to be elected. | should point
out that in the alections to the Upper House some of the con-
didates stand on o district basls ond others as notional candi-
dates. Tamura wes o national condidote. His 230, 3546 votes
was o weak figure. |t emounts to just about the suppert esti-
mated he hod at the beginning of the campaign. To undermstond
why the influence of this candidacy did nof expand during

the eampaign you have o take inta account the state of the
far left in Japan. That is the political defeat. We hod hoped
ferr mare |

We formed a united front to direct the campaign. Butl we were
the enly national political erganization te participate in it
There were also some Moolit formatlons, but thair Tmplanta-
tion was only local. Ako participating were some militants of
the laft pacifist movemants, the Behairen, and @ national
coardination of left trade=union militank. And, of course,
thare was the Sanrizuka Peosanfs Asociation, os well os some
left Christian militants. {Tomura himself is @ Christian.}

The rest of the far left stayed out of 1. Several groups have
gene through a deap sectarion degeneration and hove exhousted
themse lves in “Internal wars.® {In Jopaness, there iz oven o
special word for these wars: uchi I:lu_.]l The violence-of these
confrantations hay been such that many militants have baen
killed! Such was the cose with Chukaky, en erganization with
same characteristics similar to those of o "third peried” 3talin-
ist organization, but which rejects Stalin and considers the
LIS5R .o Stalinist stote, and Kaiho, or "Liberation, " o spon-
tanéist formation thot folsely describes itself s Luxemburgist
and is moving back toward the SP. The Kakumans, on econo-
mist current that defines the Soviet Union as stote capitalist,
apart from its iniernal wars, bas haken o deep rightward course
and called for a vote to on 5P condidate, o bureaucrat in the
raflway union. [Some analogies could be drawn to the Lambert-
ists In France.)

But the balonce-sheet of the campaign obviously goes beyond
that. For one thing, the Sonrizuke Peasonts Assaciation hos af
least 230, 354 people in Japan who suppert its strugole. The
electoral campaign will have been very useful for preparing
the eoming stoges of the struggle. Further, Tn the course of the
campaign we ware ohle to estoblish contocts with currenfs and
elements of the left with whom we had never been able to work
previously. Finally, it opened an impartant battle within Sohys
over the bureaucratic control by the 5P of the union and for
the right of each unfon fo choase the werkers candidate that

it desires.

* ¥ ¥

Q. What program was the slectoral campaign besed on?

A, |t wms o unitary campaign, but its compenents were polit-
jeally heterogensous (Maoists and Trotskyists, left trode-unicn
militants, pacifish and left Christians). As for |. Tomura, he
has @ very firm position on the 5P and the CF (which refused
to give active support fo the struggle in Sanrizuka) . He repre-
sents a shriking example of rodical le and illustrates the
desire of combalive militants to define a political position in-
dependent of the reformist leaderships. The unitary program of

30

the campoign was an elementary one. These were it slogans:
-= All power to the warking masses |

-- Far the occupation ond expropriation of the foctaries by
thie workers!

-= For the control by the peosonts of the lond and water now
monopolized by the tnak and the government!

== For the control of the seo by the fishermen! Against pollu-
tion|

-= For contral of the distribuficn network by the corsumar |
-= Against all discrimination agoinst wemen, the Buraku
(Japanese “untouchable" costes), South Koreans, end the
handicapped!

-- For the overthrow of the lying, thieving LDF government !
-- Agoinst the invasion of Asio by’ Japonese imperiofism|

-= We will destroy Japanese imperialism in common with the
peoples of Aglal

-- Vate for Tomura, for "Yonoothi” {change of society)! This
latter slogan i Tn fact virtually untransloroble, becouse it ¥
utilizes o traditienal Jepanese word that means both "revelu-
tion" ond "change the conditioms of life"; it wes used even
during the feudal era.

Obvlously, we distributed our own progrom within the frome-
wark of this vnitary compaign. Our main slogan were these:
-~ Down with the Tancko-LDP government, egaimt any capi-
talist government!

-~ For an anti-imperialist, socialist, workers ond peasanis
government | Against governments of the "populor front™ or
the “center-left"!

—= Cherthrow the rule of Jopanese and L.S. imperialism in
Asial

—- Lt us march toward o saclalist Asia with the peoples of
Asial

-- Lot us comtruct a proletarion front for the anti-imperialist
struggle and the struggle for socialism! Vote for Tomura os g
representative of the fighting masses!

To these general slopans we odded specific slogons on worken
strugales, the oppression of women, antimiliterist actions, in-
ternational solidarity with the peoples of Asia, against the
peaceful coexistence engoped in by Chino and MNorth Korea,
ate. As for the local condidates, we colled for votes fo the
candidates of the workers porfies, the 5P and the CP.

Since we were the only national political erganization irvalved

in the Tomura compaign, we provided the bulk of the effort, . &
bath militant and finoncial . But becadse of the state of the far {
left and cur own relative organizational weakness, we were i

not abla to achieve a better electoral score,

"' * " j N

. What lessons do you draw from the spring offensi ve and '
the latest elections?

A. Thare is a real continuity in the lessons that we con draw
from the two avents. First, o new stoge was reached in the
crisis of the LDP. Wa are sesing the opening of a real crisis
of political leodership of the bourgesisie in Jopan. Then there
was the affirmation of a real militant patential of the working
closs and the stagnaticn of the influence of the CP and 5P and
the weakening of their ability to control struggles. Finally,
there Is the decisive problem of the obsence of o national
eless-strugnle political pole of attraction able to oppose the
reformist leaderships, including an the question of the govern-
ment. |t is to the comstruction of this pale that the lecdemhip
of our lapanese ssction, the Revelutionary Communist League,
is mow committed. [ |




JAMES E. CANNON

Continued from p. 2.

International Labor Defense, the erganization formed to fight
for the ﬁ'lrndun}uf :Tun-r*ruggrl: prisoners, natably Socco ond
Vanzetti.

The two Third Internationalist groups thot hod emerped from
the SP Left Wing ware unified In 1921, The new united party
soan bocams the hegemanic organization among the workers
vanguard in the United States. |t continued the troditions of
militant class struagle es tablished by the IWW ond the Eugens
Debs wing af the Socialist party and took big steps in com-
bining that tradition with the new forms of struggle and orga-
nization that hod been virdicoted by the victory of the Octo-
ber Ravolution.

A3 o member of the party's Political Committes, Cannon played
a central rale in this process of establishing the First solid roots
of communism in the United States.

But the sarly American CP, subjected to the pressures of the
ecanomic boom of the 1920s ond the ascendancy of American
imperialism, ond erippled by its lock of intemationalist under-
standing and trodition, wos racked by foctonalism -- faction-
alism that was by no means always based on' ¢lear political
differences. Cannon -- o3 he weos the first to odmit later on
-= waos o vigerous perticipant in thesa foctonal wars. Toword
the end of the 19205, he began io realize the threat they rep-
resented . But viewing the development of the party salely
through the prism of the Amerlcan situation, he wos unable

o se= ony way out of the increasingly less meaningful fae-
tional warfare. In 1928 Connon went to Moscow as o dele-
gate o the Sixth Congress af the Communist Infernational.
Each delegate wos assigned to @ commibssion sef up to deal
with o particular guestion. Cannon's fectional opponants,
angling for pesitians on the Americon commission, hod him
assignad to the program commission, the body chorged with
drafting the program for the Intemnational, That, they be-
lieved, was o hormless ond rather uninteresting assignment.

Leon Trotsky had been expelled from the Russian Communist
party the year before, But he wes oppealing that expulsion
and hod sent a document, the Criticism of the Drafr Progrom
of the Communist Irnternational, to tha Warld Congress. By o
slip up in the bureoucratic opporatus, the decument wos frons-
lated and distributed fo the members of the program commis-
sion. When Cannon reod Trofsky's document, he became con-
vinced that the Left Opposition was correct on the: points of
division within the International, and he resolved to break
out of the trap of deod-end foctionalism end launch a prin-
cipled siruggle in the Americon CP for the progrom of the
Left Opposition. He smuggled o copy of Trokky's Criticism
bock fo the United Shakes .

By that time, the Amarican CF was well on the rood 1o be-
coming bureaucratized. Like most parties of the Third Interno-
tional, it had posed motions condemning Trotsky ond the Left
Opposition os counterrevolutionary . To epenly declare for
Trotsky's program would have meant immediate expulsion from
tha party, Connon began showing Trotsky's document to se-
lectad party members. The firs! few recruits ware thuz won to
what was to become the American section of the International
Left Opposition., Hﬁﬁnn faw months, the other leaders of
the CP discovered Cannon's sctivity. In October 1928 he,
along with Max Shy hth}mqﬂ ‘Mertin Abern, was summarily

The small md’ Ir

issue of the Trokskyist newspoper, the Milifont, oppeared. It
began publishing twice a month.

The conditions under which the first Independent nueleus of
American Trotkyists hod to funcHon were axiramely difficult.
The group hod no money, no staff, no heodquorters, not even
a mimaogroph machine. They numbered far less than 100. They
were focing o Communist party that at the Hme hod about

10, 000 members and a formidoble opporatus, including sev-
erol daily newspapers. The Trolskylsts wers cut off from their
milieu . Communist party members discovered tobe even dis-
cussing with them were expellad from the CP,

But the group held together nonatheless. In May 1929 a con-
ference of fifty participants representing cbout 100 members
wod held in Chicopo. The conference founded the Communist
League of America, Left Opposition of the Communist party.
For the next four years the CLA concentrated on publishing
propagenda moterials aimed at the membership of the Cammu-
nist party. The Stalinish respanded with o huge slonder cam=
paign and often with violent attacks on the comrodes s=lling
the Trotskyist press. For the first soveral months, scorcely a
mesting wos hald by the Tratskoyists that wos not assaulted by
gangt organized by the CP. The Tratskyists hod to defend not
only their political position, but their physicol sofety os well.

It is @ fribute fo the politicol and crgonizational copacities

of that small groip == and of Cannon in parficular == that it
was able to hold tself together ond siccessfully prepore to
make @ furn to mess work when the objective situation changed.
In 1933, while the MNazis were consolideting their power in
Germany, the comrodes of the CLA wogsd a big compaian 1o
populorize the progrom of the |nternational Left Oppasition
omong the vanguard. When the historic betroyal of the Comin-
tem leoden produced no significant ripples of protest fram

the ranks of the International, the ILO rofsed the call for o
rew international and pew Communist parties. The Communist
League of Americo participated in that compaign and made a
turn to mass wark Tn the lebor mevement to build that party.

In 1934 the Trokkyists in Minneopalis, Minnesota, led three
massive sirikes of teomsters. Connon wos sent to Minneopelis,
where he played o major role in the political leodership of

the strike, editing the Orpanizer, the first strile daily ever
produced in the history of the American lobor movement, The
sirikers hod to foce martial-low; they orgonized themselves
and battled the palice and the notional guard on the sireeh

of Minneapolis. The strike woe won, ond the American Trotsky-
Tsts hod bacome o mal factor in the labor mevemant. They had
proved oble to break out of the previous isclation.

At the end of 1934, the CLA fused with a leftward-moving
centrist organization colled the American Workers party. The
AWP had played a lsading rele in @ major strike in Toleds,
Chio. The Toledo strike, the Minneapolis strikes ond the San
Francisco longshore strike  were the high points of the first
nafional strike wove of the depression years. In June 1936,
the new organization, called the Workers porty, entered the
Sociolist porty to try to atroct the newly growing left wing
of the 5P, whose members were militont workers and youth
who had gone to the 5P In recction to the buresucratism and
comervatism of the Communist party.

While the American Trokkyists were in the 5P, Connon led

the Trotskyist foction, editing Lobor Action, o weekly ogifa-
tional poper published on the West Coast. In 1934 the Trotsky-
ists orgonized the Commission of Inquiry inte the Moscow frome-
up trials. The Commission, heoded by John Dewey, held hear-
ings in Maxico City, Trotsky's place of exile, during 1937.

The issuance of ifs report, Mot Guilty, wos instrumental in
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exposing the Moscow frigls throughout the werld labor move=
ment

By early 1937, the bureoucrats of the Secialist porty hod de-
cided that the Trokkyist foction hod become foo dangerous
Through ity actvities in the trade-union movement and its
political offersive within the 5P on questions like the Spanish
civil war and the defense of Trakky, the Trakkyist faction

was winning over the best elements of the Socialist party youth.

In June 1937 the Trotskyist foction waos summarily expelled.
The expelled memben organized o Mational Committes of
Expelled Branches ond, over the Mew Year's weekend of 1937-
38, held o national convention. In their one year of activity
within the Socialist party, the Trohkyists hod doubled their
membership. Moreover, they had recruited virtually oll the
proletarian elements of the 5P, leaving the American Social
Lemocratie party a erippled orgenization that never recovered
it influence in the working class. The Mew Year's canvention
of 1738 founded the Socialist Workers party, which wes to be-
come the American section of the Fourth International.

Within the first two veors of its existence, the SWF hod to
fight a major battle for the integrity of the revolutionary
Marxist program. A minarity of the party, vnder the pressure
of onti=3oviet public opinion in the United States generated
by the: signing of the Hitler-5talin pact ond the Sovief invo-
sions of Palond and Finlond, developed the motion that the
Sovie! Union could mo lonoer be comsidered o workers state
ard that Tt should not be defended by revolutionaries in the
event of war. The internal fight in the SWP broke out openly
on the first doy of the second world war. In the course of the
fight, the minarity challenged not anly the Fourth Interno-
tional's position on the closs charocter of the Soviet state, but
the validity of dialectical materialism and the Bolshevik prin-
ciples of orgonization o well. The fight ogainst the SWP mi-
narity -- bosed almost whelly amang the nonproletarion sec-
tions of the party —- cccupied the lost months of Trotsky's life.
Cannan was the central leader of the proletarian majority. He
colloborated closely with Troftky during the fight, producing
a document called The Struggle for & Praletarion Party (later
published o5 o bool), o deferse of the principles of Bolshevik
organizotion.

The striggle in the SWP in deferse of the revalutionary Marx-
izt program wes crucial on an international seale Tn ensuring
the programmatic Tntegrity of the Fourth Intemational . 1t was
also cruciel 1n preporing the SWF for standing up Yo the repres-
sion it was to foce during the wor. In 1941, eighteen leaders
of the SWP, Cdnnon among them, were Indicted under the
Smith Act, the witch-hunt legislation later extensively used
during the McCarthy period. The trial of the SWP leaders was
the first to be conducted under the oct, which mode it o crime
to advacate the averthrow of the government. Cannon wes the
chief defendant in the trials. The transcript of his testimony,
an explanation of the fundomental principles and politics of
revalutionary Marxism, was loter published as Socialism en
Trial, o book that for many years served to introduce workers
to the boses of Marxism. The SWP leaders were convicted
under the Smith Act ond, on December 8, 1941, the day of
U.5. entry into the second world war, were senfenced to
twelve to eightesn months in prison.

For the next three years, the SWP waged a fight ogaimt the

verdict, a Fight that was integrated into the party's oppesition
to the war and to the antistrike leglslation ond other measures
designed to force the working clas into line behind the copi-

talist wor program. In Jonwory 1945 Canpon ond the other
seventeen leaders entered prison, where they remained for
more than a year. The Americon gevernment hoped that the
imprisonment of the SW#'s tep leadenship would destroy the
party. But the secondary leadership was oble to rise to the
leadership ond guide the porty, even exponding its influence,
despite the war-imposed isolotion and c‘npi te the abience of
eighteen of the party's leaders. %

Cannon's palitical octivity was not hal A wf&le he wes in
prison. He was in constont correspandence with the party
leadership, expressing his views an the content and style of
the party's publicofions, the program of education of the party
membership, the imporfonce of re-establishing contact with
European Trotskyists, which hod been cut by the war, the
probable evolution of the American politicol situation after
the war, and the ways of carrying out a new turn to mess

work fn the lobor movemant. These letters hove been collected
ond published oz a book, Letters From Prison, by Pathfinder
Press, Mew Yok,

The immediate postwar period in the Linfted Stotes sow the
biggest strike wave in American history. The SWP wos able

to turn its attention to the sirike wave and grew to o member-
ship of severgl thousand, many party militents playing leading
roles in the closs bottles. But the strike wave subsided after
only a few years, oy copitalism == with the aid of the mos
Stalinist porties — weos able to restabilize ikelf. In the United
States, the witch-hunt accompanying the restobilization was
expecially severs. Leftish of every voriety were driven out

of the trade-union mevement, sometimes viclently, All the
workers arganizotiors were driven inta the despest isolotion,
which was o last throughout the 1950s and even info the be-
ginning of the 1960s. Despite his.age -- he was sixty yeors
old in 1950 —= and despite the difficult conditions, Cannon
remained octive in the leodership of the party throughout those
years. And, when the development of the eivil rights mave-
ment and the victory of the Cubeon revolufion began to lead
to-a chonge in the situation, Cannon wos again Instrumento|
in leading the 5WP 1n moking o fresh turn to the new loyern

of redicalizing youth.

In early 1930 Cannen gave o speech ot a dinner sponsored by
the Los Angeles branch of the Socialist Workers party o cele-
brote his sixtieth birthday. In the course of his speech, he re-
marked that for most of his life he hod been roo busy to bother
about celebrating birthdays. But 1t had cccured to him that ot
opge sixty it wos perhops time to "moke @ sort of appraisel of
the sixty yeors. " He come to what he thought was the most
impartont guestion inany self-examination: "He your life
been consistent with your youth? For me that has always been
the decisive criterion, for one's youth is the gouge to megsure
by. Youth is the oge of wisdom, when our ideals seem o be,
as they really ore in fact, more'importont than anything ele
in the world. Youth is the age of virtue, or more correctly,
the age of courage, which is the first virfue. Every man's
youth is his better salf,

Cannon's life wos consistent with his youth. His courage in
defending his idess waos equal to anybody's. He leaves behind
not only the revelutienary-socialist crganization he werked
so corsistently to build, but ofso o lorge bedy of [Tterery work
to serve as instruction for the youth of today. The number of
militants in the world foday rollying to the bullding of the
Fourth International is greater than it has ever been since the
Stalinist bureoucrocy usurped and destroyed the Third Interna-
tional. That must have been o source of great satisfoction for
Jomes P. Cannon. |t wos one that he richly desarved. [ ]
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