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The Arios government is in its death agony, It is
choking in the blood of the workers of Vitaria. The
formidable respomse of the loiling masses of Euzkad]
= nearly one million strikers, the strongest work
stoppage in Spain since 1937 — has mortally wounded
this government. |ts disappearance is now only o
matter of weeks.,

The reformists of the Communist party and the PSOE
(Partido Socialista Obrero Espafiol — Spanish Social-
ist Workers party, the Social Democracy) had delib-
erately put the brakes on the struggles of the workers
after the death of Franco, They hoped in this way

to convince the Sponish bourgeoisie that o gradual
ard calm transition from Froncoism to bourgeois de-
mocracy was pessible, while maintaining "social
peace." MNegotiation with "reformers of Francoism"
like Fraga, the present minister of the interior, was
on the agenda, The king himself was declared to be
above the fray, even above any suspicion of betrayal
of democracy.,

The reformists quickly received their just desserts,

Mo question of breaking the continuity of the Franco-
ist institutions, proclaimed Frago; reforms, ves, but
in the Framework of these institutions. No question

of legalizing the CP, Fraga threw in. And he odded:
Mo amnesty for terrorists, no return of La Posionaria.

The hardliners, the “"bunker” manned by those nos-
talgic for Francoism, bristles with vetos and bans.
Solidly rooted in the well-known “institutions” —
from the laughable Cortes (parliament) to the "MNa-
tional Council of the Movement” to the "Council

of the Kingdom" — the "hardliners" are playing o
useful role in post=Francoism in that they provide
the excuse Arios and Fraga needed to justify the de=
lays and foot dragging in granting the miserable mini-
reforms that they were going to magnanimously hand
down to the decile though somewhat impatient re-
formists.

Thus, everything was going to unfold according fo
the rules of Realpolitik. As for the matter of who

was foking whom for a ride in this poker game, his=
tory would later total up the gaing and loses: Were
the torturers serving the "liberals, ¥ the |iberals serv=
ing the "reformists, " and the "reformists" serving the
"moderate" workers movement, or, on the contrary,
was the respectful workers mavement giving in be-
fore the liberals, who were themselves giving in be-
fore the "reformers of Francoism, " allowing the tor-
turers fo remain in their posts under the watchful goze
of the king and his patron, big copital?

The Spanish working class upset all these learned
calculotions. The combative spirit of this class, un-
equalled in Europe today, is fueled by the economic
crisis (nearly 1 million unemployed, 20 percent of
the warkers of Malaga without jobs), by the provo-
cative wage freeze proclaimed by an inept minister,
by the passion for liberty and the ardent desire to
free their brothers and sisters from the jails of the
dictatorship and to put an end to the repressive ap-
paratus of the torturers once and for all, to end the
game of duplicity,

Our comrades of the Liga Comunista Revolucionaria/
Euzkodi to Askatasuna=VI1 (Revolutionary Communist
League/Basque Mation and Freedom-Sixth Congress)
were correct to say that the dictatorship would fall
only under the blows of o revelutionary general strike.
Euzkadi following Viteria — that is a first exomple

of the revolutionary general strike, which, more-
over, need not necessarily sccur simultaneously in

all regions. The collopse of the dictatorship has now
become o fangible cbjective.

In foce of the impetuous rise of workers struggles,

the bourgeoisie understands that its great post-Fran=
coist maneuvers were only a pitiful delaying opera-
tion. The present femporory situattfon, which is no
longer Francoism but nelther the reestablishment of
bourgeois democracy, damoges the bourgecisie more
than it serves it. The mainfenance of the repressive
apparatus o longer halts the mass movement. The

use of this apparatus even stimulates brilliant resporses,
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At the same time, the maintanance of the reformist
organizations, above all the CP, in semi-illegality
prevents the bourgeoisie from taking full advantage
of the braking role these organizations are prepared
to play, facilitates their being outflanked, os was
the case at the end of February and the beginning

of March, and blocks any attempt ta channel the up-
surge of the proletariat into paths compatible with
the maintenance of the capitalist system.

The army itself is perplexed ond divided, Whe bene-
fits from clinging to Francoist Institutions if these
imstihutions couse disorder and revolt in the streets?
Suddenly, after Vitoria, the isolation of the "bunker"
is clearer than ever, Frage himself is increasingly
pressed by the bourgeoisie, which wants fo terminate
the comedy of post-Francaism, toke the "perilous
leap, " move to a real constitutional monarchy, and
prepare to deal with the revelutionary upsurge by
using the reformist parties, playing on the democratic
illusions of the masses, newly rediscovered after dark
decodes of dictatorship.

Let Frogo succeed Fraga, but let him surround him=-
self only with "reformens"; after one last experience
with Opus Del, let him extend his hand to Ruiz Gi-
menez, who will be a stepping stone fo the PSOE
and aven to the CP: let there be a brief interlude
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with the Count of Motrico; nonetheless, Spain is
now pointed toward the liguidation of the Francoist
irstitutions, This is neither o freely granted liquida-
tion nor a liguidation negotiated in the polace cor=
ridors. It is a liguidation extrocted inch by inch by
meass mobilizations ond strikes, by o succession of
political general sirikes.

The fall of the dictatorship is the liguidation of its
institutions, that i3, the de facto legalization of all
the workers organizatiom, the conquest of freedom
of trade-union organization and of the free and un-
resiric ted right to strike, the conguest of oll demo-
cratic rights. The mass movement is in the process of
carrying out this conquest day by day. It is encugh
te lock at the unfalding of strikes, the workers con-
tingents in the street, the meetings of workens in
feotball stodiums, and the strike committees that
emerge out of general assemblies of strikers ond one
can see that the avalanche hos started. Let o Frago
or a Motrico legalize only the PSOE, ond the CP
ard the revelutionary organizations will be on the
streets within twenty=four hours after that decision,
|mmense crowds will assemble in front of the prisons
to free their brothers and sisters, That is the probable
march of events.

In demanding immediate elections to a constituent
assembly in the Spanish state, as well as national
omemblies of the oppressed naticnalities in order o
permit them to exercise their right of self-determina-
tian, our Spanish comrodes are trying to lend o com-
mon and centralizing aim to the democratic thrust

of millions of Spanish warkers ond youth. They are
seeking to overturn all the maneuvers intended to
allow the bourgeoisle, through provisional ard "tran=
sitional" governments, to continue its arbitrary rule
without permitting the working people to decide for
themselves.

To generalize and unify the mass mobilizations and
shum?as in order to achieve the overthrow of the
dictatorship also means to create the best conditions
for avaiding any discontinuity between the overthrow
of the dictatorship and the development of o power-
ful assault on the capitalist bastions.

A united and democratic trade union run by the work-
ers themselves with full respect for the right of ten-
dencies; a united front of all the workers organiza-
tions to commonly defend the new gains of the pro=-
letariat against the attempts of Spanish and interna-
tional capital to erode them the day after they are
won; a continual upswing of self-organization of

the masses, that is, a surging forward of elected com=
mittees in the factories, offices, neighborhoods, uni-
versities, schools, shipyards, and villages — such

are the main instruments for the rarsformation of

the struggle of the masses against the dictatarship

into a struggle of the masses against capitalism, The
construction of a powerful revolutionory Marxist
party is the precondition for the victory of that strug=
gle.



Since lanuary 9, the workers of Forjas Alavesas,
Mevosa, and many other factories of Vitoria have
been woging o tough and axemplary strike for their
just demands. Among these demaonds, olong with the
demand for wage increoses, the basic points are re-
admission of the comrodes whe have been laid off,
release of those imprisoned, and the impotition of
direct negotiotions with the employers canducted by
genuine representatives of the workers, representa-
tives elected in assemblies, revocable by these as-
semblies, and completely separated from the rotten
CINS (the state vertical "trade unlon™), The workers
of Vitoria, consciously breaking with the vartical
unien, renounced the enloces and jurados (delegates
ard functionaries of the CNB) of Forjos, Mevosa,
and Areito, held foctory assemblies to elect commit=
tees, ard coordinated these committees. In this way
they formed their Central Strike Committes, their
Assembly of Representatives, which, alang with the

warkers commissions and the students, led the struggle,

In face of the hardening of the employers and the
authorities, the Assembly of Representatives called
on the people of Vitoria to launch a general strike
on March 3. The working closs and the population

of Vitoria resporded to this call as one man, paro-
lyzing production and organizing massive demonstra=
Heons From the factories and neighborhoods toward

the canter of the city. The response of Fraga's police
(Fraga is the minister of the interior) was o commit
a massacre, killing four comrades and wounding some
150 with gunshots,

But Vitaria was not intimidated. It responded with
courage, engaging in a hercic general strike in open
confrontation with the repressive forces. Shoulder

to shoulder with the people of Alava, oll Euzkad]
wers Yo atriko, ¥ raking fo rhe streets on March 8 Tn

a general strike, valiantly confrenting police bru-
tality. Throughout the country there were work stop-
pages and demonstrations, of uneven intensity, some=
times outstanding ones, as in Tarragon.

Repression claimed new victims in the course of these
mobilizations, Two more commdes were shat deod
and many others were wounded, some very gravely,
The chain of murders was lengthened by the worker
killed in Elda and the construction worker who died
in Barcelona.

After these crimes, there is no mere room for the
demagogic “democratizers.” The government cannot

continue to wear its criminal mask much Tonger. For
if the speeches and declarations of the Arioses, the
Frogas, and the Areilzos are not enough, the eco=-
nomic measures, the militarization of striking work-
ers, the savage repression, and the recent murders
leave no room for doubt,

But these murders and the powerful response of the
masses will only sharpen the rifts in the government
even more gravely and will decisively accelerate
the crisis of a dictatorship splattered with blood and

marked by death,

The shaking of the CINS by workers struagles, the
outflanking of the repressive opparatus by the direct
action of the workers and the oppressed, the begin-
ning of crisis within this opparatus and even within
the army, the increase in explosive tensions among
the various cliques of the regime — all these factors
mark a culminating point in the bankruptey of the
Francoist monarchy .

But it is not only the government that is being un=
masked before the workers. The bourgeois "demo-
cratic oppasition, " the Ruiz Gimenezes, the Tierno
Galvans, the Pujols, who are "making their nests"

in the Junte Democrdtica, the Plataforma de Conver=
gencia Democrdtica, and other such bodies, ore also
revealing their tue foce,

In face of the offensive of the workers and the op-
pressed, they ceolled on the warkers tu "stop putting
pressure-on the government through sirikes, " and
“mar to frouble the waters. * Even after Arios pre-
sented his government's pregram to the Cortes (parlia-
ment), they continued to speak of the "democratizing
will" of the Fragas, Time and time again they re-
peated their calls for reconciliation and applauded
the police, the watchdogs of capital. And now, ter-
rified by the advance of the workers and people's
mobilization, they are joining the chorus of the gov-
ernment, the capitalists, and their press, lounching
a foul campaign against the direct action methods

of the workers, against the flying squads and the
self-defense of the masses against the police,




Reaching o peak of cynicism and shamelessness, the
Assemblea de Catolunya (Assembly of Catalenia)
openly opposed the mobilization after the murder of
a worker in Tarrogon. The Assambly called on the
workers and people of Tarragon not fo participate
in the general strike that had been called, and told
the people who attended the funeral not to gather
together to hold any demonstration after the funeral
ceremony, bu! instead to go directly bock o work
or to their homes. The Assembly argued that it was
necessary "nol to provoke greater disturbance. "

In doing all this, these bourgeois "oppesitionists”
are revealing the real essence of the "democratic
breakthrough" they propose. A "breakthrough™ that
is no more than a desperate attempt to maintain the
fundamental features of the Francoist dictatomship so
as not to endanger the property of the bankers and
manopolists,

But the primary problem is not what this or that per-
son may have done or soid, for these people have

no influence in the workers and pecple's movement.
The main problem is that the parties of the working
class with which they are allied, instead of exposing
their maneuvers, are in fact becoming the spokesmen
for their attitude within the workers movement.

The Cammunist party, for example, opposed pressing
ahead with o decisive mobilization agoinst the lotest
crimes, and irstead of promoting strikes and demon=
strations called for "moments of silence, " or at most
"symbolic" work stoppages. Imstead. of forcefully com-
batting the reactionary crusade against methods of
direct action, the CP was the most vigorous defender
of that erusade. Thus, in a declaration of its Execu=
tive Committee, the PSUC (United Socialist party

of Catalonia, the Catalan branch of the Communist
party), using the unsavory excuse of "the destruction
of some telephone booths, " openly opposed the hard
strugale of the construction workers of Barcelona,
crir:imﬂy and trai h;musly denouncing the h'c;_rimrs'
pickets as " ps of fascists or provocateurs forel

to the Hmkl?r?um\rnmnn!. " The same attitude wmﬂ
adopted in a communigué published by the Mational
Woarkers Commissions of Catalonia, which is under
the control of the PSUC.

But in spite of everything, what has been made clear
by the latest events is that every extra day in the
life of the dictatorship represents a painful and in-
tolerable burden for the working class and the peo-
ple. We have been shown in blood that the only way
forward agoinst the continuation of the Juan Carlos
monarchy is the overthrow of the dictatorship by the
general strike, That the supposed "democratic break-
through" is only a'fraud aimed at deceiving the work=
ers and paralyzing their strugale, an obstacle in this
road .

And today the weakness of the dictatorship, along
with the foct that all the exploited and oppressed

are conscious of this weakness and of their own
strangth, mokes it more than ever possible to advance

decisively toword the general strike, This requires
that all the parties ond organizations of the working
class abandon such positions as those mentioned above
and unite their forces for the general strike, strength-
ening the present offersive of the masses and incor-
porating the precious lessons of the most recent mo-
bilizations.

FOR THE ROAD OF VITORIA AND EUZKADI!

For the most basic demands of the warkers and in the
first place against the Francoist crimes and in soli-
darity with the people of Vitoria. For the annuling
of disciplinary measures and layoffs and for the re-
lease of those imprisoned. For the dissolution of the
repressive bodies. For the extraction of responsibility
for the Francoist crimes by tribunals freely elected
by the people, We must take the road traced out by
the gains we have already managed to win. Hold
factory and branch assemblies. Elect strike commit-
tees as centers of organization and leadership of the
struggle. Build central strike committess like the As-
sembly of Representatives of Vitoria. Force direct
negotiation with the employers. Make the enlaces
and jurados of the "united candidacies" resign, for
in any case, they must not place attachment to their
posts above the tasks posed by the strugale, above
the demands they must respond to as fighters in whom
the workers have placed their trust, Hold street dem-
onstrations. Defend these demonstrations and all ae-
tions against repression through pickets orgonized

by the workers commissions ard strike commitiees.
Throw the greatest possible forces into stimulating
the present powerful movemant for the rebuilding

of the workers commissions. Force free assemblies

in the headquarters of the CINS.

In order to follow this rood, we must begin working
for the preporotion of a Generol Day of Struggle
throughout the entire siate, pressing for general ac-
tions by branch and sector, centralizing these octions
on the local level and extending them on the level
of 2ach nationality. Heolding this day of action would
shake the government, would be fundamental in win-
ning the demands and would represent a glant step
toward the general strike that will bring down the
hated dictatorship once and for all,

The plan we propose here is opposed from top to bat-
tom by all the bourgeois and capitalist elements of
the Junta, the Convergencia, and the Council. These
elemants, terrified by the advance of the workers,
are waging a desperate battle to contain and paralyze
that advance.

In the name of the present demards of the workers
mavement, the CP, the PSOE (Partide Socialista
Obrero Espaiiol — Spanish Socialist Workers party,
the Social Democrocy), the workers commissions,

and the rest of the parties and organizations of the
working class must break with these bourgeois ele=
ments. Moreover, that is how we will be able to

heal the divisions that are created by these bodies

of collaboration with capifal and to achieve the unity
of the workers movement. ll



The March 12, 1976, issue of the Lisbon afterncon
daily A Capital ran a headline reading, "Strikes on
the Rise," Analyzing the new upturn in the move-
ment of struggle, the newspaper wrote: "The recpen-
ing of negotiations for lobor contracts is being re-
flected in o wave of strikes spreading throughout

the country. These are not simply strikes for econo-
mic demands; all the labar conflicts token together
express the exacerbation of the fight to maintain
the conquests of the workers, At the same time,
these clashes are revealing of a new will on the part
of the employers. Many strikes are not aimed at im-
proving living conditions, but simply ot forcing the
employers to respect accords that have already been
signed , "

As the campaign for the elections (to take ploce on
April 25) is feverishly being prepared, the Portu=
guese workers are engaged in o tough defensive
battle e against the new claims of the employers,
rnh.ﬁ.?'i, for the first time in decodes, the Portuguese
working closs endowed itself with instruments capa-
ble of giving independent expression ta their in-
terests: parties and trade unions. Ina very short
lapse of time, this working class underwent many
experiences, combining an initial wave of unioni=
zation with the emergence of embryonic organs of
dual power (workers commissions, tenants commis-
sions) . The rapidity of the upsurge and the lack:of
political and organizational troditions among the
proletariat nevertheless implied a certain superfi-
ciality of this procest, which was revealed, ina
negative manner, by the subsequent ebb. Moreover,
the political wedkness of the “revolutionary left, "
like the arientation of the reformists, prevented the
masses from assimilating the lessons of their actions
and achievements.

Since November 25, 1975, the working class has be
been going through an apprenticeship in defensive
struggle, while still commanding ik own instru-
ments of battle ond even strengthening them. In
fact, the present period is marked by o second wave

of unionization, which is developing within a con=
text of broad discussion on the statutes and plat=-
forms of the unions. The themes discussed during the
songress of 300 delegates of the textile unions in

the wool and clothing industries (sectors that include
250,000 workers) — workers control, planning,
worker-peasant unity, etc. — also indicate how the
present strengthening of the unions is cambining

with the gains of the past.

R )
Cn March 24 Vosco de Melo, the representative of
the Confederation of Portuguese |ndustrialists (CIP),
stoted: "November 25 put an end to political van=-
guardism, but economically confidence hos not been
restorad. " (A Capital, March 25.) In addition, the
CIP chief affirmed: "The Constitution endangers
private initiative and the sitvation is serious, Since
April 24, 1974, people in Portugal have been work=-
ing less and getting paid more." As for the techno -
crats of the SEDES, they expressed themselves this
way: “The sitvation is still marked by deep imstabi=
lity, for in spite of November 25, the relationship
of forces has not changed in Portugal. "

In reality, the overall relationship of forces has
changed since that date, but it s true that any real
upturn in investment, like any reinforcing of the po=
sitions of private capital in industry and agriculture,
requires a qualitatively stronger attack on the
masses . But the workers' responses to this new phaose
of the capitalist offensive have been manifold dur-
ing these past weeks, and they have taken many
forms, some of them new. There have been sirikes
with occupations ( Transports Estefania, Tome Fe-
teira, the file factory in Vieirio de Leira) and o
strike with a picke! squed and sequestration of the
employers (Firestone), This reflects a certain link-
up between past experience and the needs of the
current defersive struggle. In Coimbra the public
transport employees carried out a militant strike,
while the pharmaceuticol aides have rejected over~
time work throughout the country. The hospiml
workers held o total strike and then went on an ad=
ministrative strike in some hospitals. In addition,
there have been mobilizations in decisive branches
{metals, construction) and in sectors that hod not
engoged in important struggles up te new (munici-
pal employees, public services), Finally, construc=
tion workers in Bejo, Braga, and Setibal have re-
fused to accept trade-union directives. |nstead of
the tactic of one-hour-long work stoppages, they
proclaimed the need for a harder and better orga-
nized strike in order to renegotiate their controcts;
they have osserted that they will go on strike an
April 1 in pursuit of this objective.

The convergence of this workers' resporse with the
electoral campaign is generating great Fear among
the reformist leaderships, On March 26 Socialist

party leader Mario Scores issued an appeal "ho the
Portuguese people”: "For o special truce until the



elections.” On the same date, the Political Com-
mittes of the Communist party declored: "It is in
the context of this reoctionary campaign that wa
must understand the utilization of the discontent,
problems, and just demands of the mosses to provoke
o wave of strikes before the opaning of the electoral
compaian, o great disturbance of the essential ser-
vicas of the country." Presenting itself as the sole
government party, the SP wants to affirm its rele as
a "respansible party" in order to prevent the PPD
{Popular Democratic party) from eating into its vote.
The CP — which is advancing the slogan, "With
the CB fora left majority" — is also trying to con-
solidate its image os a "party of crder,” All this has
nat diminished its clashes with the PPD ond is in
fact stimulating internal tension, While the reform=
ist lsaderships are counterposing the "electoral bat-
He" to the struggle ooolnst the capitalist attack,
the bourgeaisie understands that the combat poten=-
tial of the working class is far from exhausted and
that it cannot press its advantage without running
fnta trouble, It is well awore of the consequences
this could have and the palitical crises that could
flew from it, especially since the waorkers upsurge
in 3pain is coming on top of the factars of national
instability. For the past two or three weeks, the
bourgeoisie hos been manifesting lass optimism about
the probable results of the elections. To such an ex-
terit that Eanes, the chief of the generol staff, has
openly asserted that if the elections de net produce
eonditions of stability, it seems to him that ft would
be difficult for an officer to accept the post of presi-
dent. It would then be better for the officers to pre-
serve their role as arbiters,

While the UDP (People's Democratic Unlon, Mao-
ist] = which hos been gaining in strength over past
months — is compaigning around the theme: “Against
poverty and foscism, unity of the whole people, " and
while the MES [Left Socialist Movement) js waging
its campaign under the slogan "For the unity of the
people against fascism, for people's power, " the
electoral campaian of the LCl, sympathizing oroani-
zation of the Fourth |nternational, takes on special
importance o an element of political clarification
and response fo the objective needs of the mosses.

We are publishing below the occord reached betwesn
the LCI (Liga Comunista Internacionalista — Inter-
nationalist Communist League, Poriuguese sympo=
thizing organization of the Fourth International) ond
the PRT (Partido Revoluciondrio dos Trobalhadores

— Revolutionary Workers party) before the legaliza-
tion of the latter. After legalization, the PRT de-
cided to run its own candidates and broke the occord.
Essentially, the tex! represents the axis arourd which
the militants of the LC1 are now conducting their
campaign, Tha LCI is presenting 330 candidates in
ol the districts of continental Portugal. lis electoral
manifesta has just been published; o future jsiue of
INPRECOR will putslish extracts of it, The occord
below oppeored in the March 10 issue of the LCI's
weekly, Luta Proletério.

©accor @

The list of candidates presented by the LCI, sympa-
thizing organization of the Fourth International,
For the legislative elections of April 25, 1976, will
include codidates of the PRT,

These legislative elections are of particular impar-
tance, The poct defines the manner in which the
bourgeoisie is seeking fo Impose comsolidation of its
state apparatus ard its attack on the conguests of the
workers (with the complicity of the reformist leader-
ships of the Communist and Socialist parties), select-
ing and then achieving the election of an all power-
ful president of the republic based on o loyal govern=
ment and on collaboration with the Legislative As=
sembly,

In the context of the offensive lounched by the bour-
geoisie, the pact is a central feature which revolu-
tionaries will dencunce ond combat with all their
strength,

Conscious of their responsibilities to the workers at

a time when the bourgeoisie, its parties, and its ci=
vilian and military institutions are preparing an of«

fensive against the working masses;

— animafed by the very will fo uphold o real al-
ternative worthy of the aspirations expressed by the
toilers of the cities and the countryside in the innu=-
meroble and tough battles they have woged against
copifal and its state, especially during the past two
years;

— convinced, together with an ever growing num=
ber of workens, that such an alternative cannat ba
provided by the leoderships of the 5P and the CP
(leaderships capable of the worst compromises with
the civilion and military institutions of the bourgeci=-
sie, which renounce the defense of the needs and
interests of the workers, as they did in the pact be=
tween the Council of the Revolution and the porties);

The LC1 and the PRT will jointly organize an elec-
toral compaign; they call upon the workers to sup-
port the comman revalutionary candidacy represen ted
by the LCI list, the principal points of whose plat-
form are os follows:

. AGAINST THE OFFEMSIVE OF THE EMPLOYERS
AND THE GOVERNMENT! FOR THE ORGANIZA-
TION OF THE WORKERS' RESPONSE!L

The government and the Council of the Revolution,
hand in hand with the employers, are attacking the
rights and congquests of the workers. The buying

power of the workers and their shandard of living

are being challenged by the galloping price increcses,
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while at the same time the attempts of the bourgeois
state to interfere in t'° organization of the workers
movement ore mounting ceaselessly, The gains that
have been extracted from the employers ond large
landowners by the strength of the popular mobiliza-
tion, gains such as workers control, the nationaliza-
tions, and the Agrarian Reform, are in danger. The
government and the Council of the Revolution are
sending the GNR ard the PSP (the two major police
apparatuses) to open fire on the workers and their
struggles, while ot the same time they are protecting
the saboteur employers. They are repressing the rights
ard organizations of the soldiers, while the leaders
of the September 28, 1974, and March 11, 1975,
attempted coups are regaining their posts in the offi-
cer corps. Antifascist militants and soldiers are being
held in prison while the hangmen of the PIDE (the
Salazarist secret police! and the main leaders of the
Solazar-Caetanc regime ore being released.,

Agairst this planned and concerted offensive of the
bourgesisie, In their campaign, the revolutionary
candidates will defend the necessity for an Emergency
Plan of Struggle, that is, g united plafform embody~
ing the response of the workers and their political

and mass organizations (trode unions, workers com-
missions, collective production units, ete.).

Il. FOR THE UNITY OF THE WORKING CLASS!
FOR PROLETARIAN DEMOCRACY!

In order to impose its austerity plan today and to try
to attack the conguests and struggles of the working
masses even more prafoundly tomorrow, the bourgeoi-
sie always comes to agreement, regardless of its ap-
parent internal differences,

The worker and their organizations must unite against
the bourgeoisie, regardless of their differances and
regardless of the parties they support.

Up to now, regordless of the demagagy they indulge
in, the leaderships of the 5P and the CP have done
everything possible to sabotuge this indispensable
unity.

Hence, the leadership of both the Communist party
and the Socialist party have always lent priority
to collaboration with the bourgeaisie, the MFA
{Armed Forces Movement), and the bourgesis insti-
tutions in general; revealing examples of this are
provided by their commen participation in the vari=
ous proyisional governments,

The leadership of the CP, while chattering about

the necessity of demacracy and the unity of the work-
ars, has used and is using the most shameful bureau-
cratic methods to osture its control over the warkers
mavement, the workers organizations, and the Inter-
sindical (the trade-union federation); the leadership
of the 5P, which cedes nothing to the CP in dema-
gogic defense of unity and democracy, has sanctioned
ane still sanctions an openly antiworker and counter-

revolutionary policy within the sixth provistonal gov=
ernmant.

But significant sectors of workers are now struggling
in their work places for the unity of their class, This
is shown by the positions that have been faken by
varjous unions, whether led by 5P militants, CP mili-
tants, or militants of other political currents.

This unity, this Warkers United Front, is thus both
possible and necessary, but it requires absolute re-
spact for the right of expression ond organization of
all tendencies in the workers movement, both inside
and outside the workers organizations.

It is far this reason that the revelutionary candidates
will be intransigent defenders of workers unity and
proletarion democracy,

And it s thus that today, in order to aid in organiz-
ing the workers' response fo the bourgeois offensive,
the revalutionary candidates will call for the con=
vocation of a Democratic Congress of all trade unions
in which all propesals of struggle and differences of
opinion can be freely expressed and which will ap-
prove an Emergency Plan of Workers Struggle and
organize the mobilization of the trade unions and
workers commissions in defense and application of
that plan.

This is the first step that must be taken in the genu-
ine construction of a United Central Trade-Unian
Federation of the Workers; an Intersindical Tn which
the right to form tendencies will be recognized.

1. FOR A GOVERMNMENT THAT DEFENDS THE
INTERESTS OF THE WORKERS!

The Portuguese workers already have a long and suf-
ficient experience with governments of class collab-
oration (with bourgeois parties and the MFA), gov-
ernmenfs within which the workers parties, utilizing
the confidence still extended to them by the majority
of the workers, do nothing but sofeguard the sssen-
tial interests of the bourgesisie,

Indefending ond extending their conquests, the Por-
tuguese workers, peasants, ond foilers can hape for
nothing fram callaberation with generals.and bour-
geois politiclans. They need o government that, bas=
ing itself on and responsible o the demacratic and
national centralization of the trade-unions and bod-
fes of strugple of the workers [the workers commis-
sions), opplies o program that responds to their aspi-
rations and vital needs and pravides the means with
which to break the power of capital, This is the mean-
ing of the struggle for o workers and peasants govern-
ment, which is what the revolutionory condidates
will defend in the electoral campaign.

Within this perspective, they will do all they can

fo denounce the policy of capitulation followed by
the leaderships of the majority parties of the working
class, which have saved the bourgeoisie from defeat
in the most difficult moments,
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Before all the workers, and especially those of the
5P and the CP, they will denounce the signing by
their leaderships of the pact between the Council of
the Revolution and the parties, which iz nothing but
a weapon for the construction of a state entirely ori-
ented toward defense of the interests of capital and
toward silencing the workers, their struggles, and
their arganizations,

They will demand that the leoderships of the CP and
the 5P, as the majority organizations of the workers
movement, break with the bourgeoisie, reject the
irstitutions of the bourgeoisie, especially the Coun-
cil of the Revolution, repudiate the pact, and assume
their responsibilities in the constitution of o govern-
ment without any civilian or military representatives
of the bourgecisie, o government that applies a pro-
gram of anticapitalist struggle defined by the mass
organizations of the workers (frade unions, workers
“commissions, collective production units, collective
organizotions in the countryside, ete.), a govern-
ment that, in the present phase of the closs struggle,
would be directly responsible to a Democratic Con-
gress of all the trade uniors, the convocation of
which must serve as an important step toward the
later realization of a Mational Congress of workers
commissions.

IV. FOR SOCIALISM! FOR WORKERS' POWER |

The Portuguese workers have placed the socialist rev-
olution on the agenda in copitalist Europe in the
present period,

In their struggles and mobilizations, in the combat-
ivity they have demonstrated over nearly two years,
and, above all, in the forms of independent organi-
zation they have created for themselves in the course
of their struggles against capital, the Portuguess
working closs and laboring mosses bave initiated a
new cycle of workers struggles in Eurepe and have
clearly painted to the road fo follow to take power:
Te create in each factory, in each work place, or=
gars of proletarion democrocy — the workers com=
missions — to organize the struggle of the exploited
masses against the employers and their state.

It is these bodies, democratically elected in sach
factory, that can represent and assert the will of the
workers to apply workers control, 7o struggle against
the sobotage and arbitrary acts of the employers in
the foctories. And it will be than, on the basis of
these bodies, of their reinforcement, generalization,
and centralization, that the workers will be able to
camstruct their future power, in complete opposition
to the power of the bourgeoisie and its state.

The workers need to centralize their own will, just
as the bourgesisie has centralized its will in its state.

For this reason, the revolutionary candidates will de~
fend the position that only democratic organization
in the factories — in the workers commissions — and
their coordination in o National Congress that cen=

0]

tralizes workers control and initiates the planning
of the economy in the service of the toilers can pro-
vide a socialist respomse to the present crisis.

Thiz Is the meaning of the struggle for workers power,
for socialism, o power that hos nothing to do with
the bureaucratized workers states like the USSR,
China, and Albania.

It will be the workers who will exercise their own
power. And this power will be able to exist only if
the exploited and oppressed masses of the cities and
the countryside, after destroying the regime of the
bourgeoisie that exploits and oppresses them, toke
leadership of the economy, political life, and all
social life into their own hands. This is the task of
the workers councils, on which the socialist revelu=-
tion and the dictatorship of the proletariat rest,

V. BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY! BUILD
THE PORTUGUESE SECTICN OF THE FOLRTH
INTERNATIOMNAL |

The central task facing revelutionaries in Portugal
continues to be that of building a proletarian leader=
ship of the mass struggle, a revolutionary party.

Comsistently batrayed by the Stalinist leodership of
the Communist party and the Soclal Demecratic lead-
ership of the Socialist party, which prefer to defend
thelr posts in the ministries instead of the interests

of the workers, the Portuguese working class has al-
ready demonsirated and will now cantinue to demon~-
strate that its struggle will not be waged through
compromises and collabaration with the bourgeoisie,
il parties, and its institutions.

The real leaders of the workers, those who in the

future will leod the toiling masses in the seizure of
power, will be forged and educated in the factory
struggles, in the workers strikes and mobilizations.

Without the construction of o revolutionary party that
organizes the most conscious workers, those copable
of leading the revolutionary struggle of the workers,
peasants, and soldiers, no victorious socialist revo-
lution is possible. This is shown by the experience

of dozens and dozens of years of struggle of the work-
ing closs throughout the world.

The principal objective of all Portuguese revalution-
aries is to develop all forces to accomplish this sk,
The unification of revelutionary Marxist forces is a
decisive step in this direction.

The united campaign in the legislative elections or-
ganized by the LCI and the PRT constitutes a proc-
tical demonstration of the desire of the two orgonizo-
tions te commit themselves to a process of unification
for the comstruction of the Portuguese section of the
Fourth International in forms that will later be made
public.

March 8, 1974



The twao articles we are publishing below were writ=
ten before the latest outbreck of fighting in the Leb=-
anese civil war, The first, an overall balance-sheet
of the war, concludes by noting that the war is no!
aver, that various sources of conflict remain. Two
of these — the sitvation within the Polestinian Resis=-
tance and the fezling of frustrafion among the Leba-
nese |left — are at the mot of the current round of
fighting, the most severe yet,

As of early March, when the intervention of the
Syrian=-based Palestine Libaration Army (PLA) brought
a lemporary end to the fighting, the government
faced o series of crises, First, there was the army re-
bellion led by Ahmed el-Khatib, the officer who
"deserted" and founded the Army of Arab Lebanon,
to which nearly 70 percent of the army rank and file
has since rallied. The regime wos divided on how to
respond to the rebellion, Muslim leader Rashid Kara-
meh, the president of the Council of Ministers, fa-
vored attempting to coopt the rebellion through of-
fering a general amnesty, Camille Chamoun, the
right-wing Christian minister of the interior, de-
manded that the rebels be brought o frial before
militory tribunals. Khatib's revalt had the tacit but
effective support of Fateh, which saw it as a meam
of countering the stepped=-up Syrian control of the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLOY).

The problem of the army wos compounded by the di-
sastrous economic situation, the sharpening social
tensions, and the political intrarsigence of the Maro-
nite leadership, which continued to refuse to make
political concessions.

The overall result was a vacuum of leadership. The
field was relatively clear for on attempted Bonapartist

operation. That operation was se! in motion on March
11 by General Azziz Ahdab, who mobilized the
troops under his command in Beirut and demanded
the resignation of Suleiman Franjieh, the Christian
rightist president. By noon of the following day,
March 12, Ahdab's pronunciamento appeared to have
gained great chance of success, A majority of the
political forces in the country had rallied to his sup-
port; the Syrian leadership indicated its tacit agree-
ment with the move. Even the majority of the Maro~
nite right did not dare to oppose Ahdab openly.

But Ahdob Tnsisted on carrying out his "coup” while
remaining within the bounds of "legality." He made
no attempt to oust Franjieh by force, but simply con-
tinued to demaond thot he resign; the parlioment as=
sembled and sixty=-six deputies {o two=third majority)
passed a resolution asking Franjieh to stap down.
Franjieh, howaver, rafused, ond Ahdab's temporizing
gave the presidéent time to prepare a response, The
2,000 troops under Franjieh's command mobilized to
deferd the presidential palace and Franjieh tock to
the airwdves to rally Christian public opinion in his
support, This maneuver worked, Rejected by the
Maronite right, Ahdab was compelled to move left,
practically into the arms of Khatib, which further
alienated the right. The Bonapartist operation thus
collapsed and the stoge was set for a new military
confrontation: The Phalangists, the MNational Liberal
party of Chamoun, and the pro=Franjieh elements of
the army ogairst the Polestinian Resistance, the Leb-
anese left, and the Khatib forces,

Once this new polarization sef in, the Syrian regime
found itself in a delicate position and had te change
its line. Initially, Damascus had favored the Ahdab
operation as a means of erding the army rebellion.
The central axis of Syrian policy is to restore “order"
in Lebanon as o means of gaining recognition from
imperialism as the leading force in the region. The
Syrion leaders thus feared any new confrantation,
Morecver, they were concerned that a victory of the
left in @ new round of fighting would weaken thelr
position. At the same time, because of the patential
response of the Syrion masses therselves, the Syrian
regime could not afferd to move openly against the
Lebanese left, Damascus wos thus trapped .,

Cn March 16 the Syrian leaders announced their op-
position to Ahdab's Initiative and proposed a com-
pramise: the Karameh cabinet would be "reoctivated";
the constitution would be amended o provide for an
early election of a new president (Franjieh’s term
will expire in September), thus providing a foce-sav-
ing means of getting Franjieh to step down; amnesty
would be granted to the army rebels; the parlioment
would odopt the constitutional decument drawn up

by Syria to govern postwar Lebanan. Simultanecusly,
the Syrians sent the PLA to the South to counter Kha-
tib; Saiga, the Syrian-dominated Palestinian organi-
zation, intervened fo try to prevent anti=Franjieh
demonstrations in Naba'a, one of the major Muslim
neighborhoods in Beirut.
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But things had gone too far. The Lebonese left, un=
der the mounting hegemany of Kemal Jumblatt, re-
jected the Syrian plan. On March 20 the anti-rsac~
tionary camp opaned o military offensive. On March
21 the Phalangists were ousted from the Holiday Inn,
o twenty-six story building from which the Phalangists
hod been able to direct sniper and mortar fire into
Muslim communities ot will ever since the beginning
of the civil war. The following day Franjieh agreed
to hold early presidential elections in parliament

and accepted amnesty for the army rebels, But he
still refused tostep down, The anti-reactionary camp
rejected the plan. On March 25 Franjieh was driven
from the presidentiol palace and took refuge in Ju-
nigh, o Christion village north of Beirut,

The current round of fighting has already led to sig-
nificant changes in the palitical lineup of the coun=
try. In the reactonary camp, the weight of the Pha-
langists hos been strangthened, for Franjieh's with=
drawal from the presidential palace has left Pieme
Gemayel, commander of the Phalangists, as the cen-
tral leader of the reactionary camnp. In the anti-reoc-
Honary camp, Syria's prestige is declining ropidly.
On March 22 the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine issued o communiqué demanding the expul-
sion of Saiqa from the ALO. And in foct, Soiga is
fast losing many of the Lebanese it hod recruited dur-

ing the previous period. The 7, 000-man force com-
manded by Jumblatt has entered the fightingon a
large scale for the first time, increasing Jumblatt's
already significant weight within the anti=reaction=
ary camp, Jumblatt has stated that the present fight=
ing will not end until the Phalangists are driven from
the last of their strongholds in the hotel district.
Meanwhile, the Syriams are continuing their medio=-
tion attempts.

It is unlikely, however, that the current military
gains of the anti-reactionary camp will result in any=
thing ather than o shift in the relationship of forces
in preparation for later negotiations with the reoc-
tHanary camp, which will cantinue to occur under
Syrian mediation. Meither Jumblatt nor the leaders
of the PLO have any overoll political or social per-
spective for basic change. In the alsence of an al-
ternative leadership, the current fighting will be
only a prelude to the nest round of negotiation and
some minar political reforms.

But it remalns true that the current Syrian role, along
with the despening division in the Palestinian Resis-
tance, alters the relationship of forces to the detri-
ment of the Syrian regime and provides increased op-
portunities for the revolutionary forces.

varch 27 == INPRECOR

"Confessionalism” iz the most adequate English translation of the Arabic taa'ifiye, which is de-

rived from fog'ifo, meaning sect, denomination, or confession. (Other pmﬁﬂierder?ngﬁ — sec=
tarianism, denominationolism — can be too eosily confused with different political phenomena.)

In the modern Lebanese context, confessionalism refers to the sharing out of posts in the state ap=
paratus according to religious quotas, In 1943, when Lebanon became an independent state, a
“Mational Pact" was arrived at which institutionalized confessionalism, At first, this meont that

the seats in parlioment (55 ot the time) were divided between Christians and Mustims {the twe ma-
jor religious subdivisions) on the basis of 30 seats for the Christians and 25 for the Muslims (2 &-te-

5 ratio). The proportion has been preserved ever since then, the number of seats in parliament al-
ways being a multiple of eleven, Later, however, the system was refined somewhat on the basis of
the broad array of sects that exist, no one of which represents a majority of the population. The
present parlioment, with 95 seats, is divided as follows: 30 Maronites (Christians), 20 Sunni Mus= |
lims, 19 Shiite Muslims, 11 Greek Orthodox, & Gresk Catholics, & Druzes, 4 Armenian Orthodox, |
| Armenian Catholic, 1 Protestant, ard 1 "miscellonesus” seat, usually held by a lew ar by a
member of yet another Christian sect. In addition, the president of the republic is always-a Maro-
nite; the president of the Council of Ministers Is a Sunni; the president of the Chamber of Depu-

ties is o Shiite, the vice-president of the Council is Greek Orthodox, The distribution of ministers

is suppesed to roughly follow the same confessional proportions as the parliament, and all pests in

the state apporatus are alleged to do so as well.

By way of identification, it may be noted that the Maronites are o Catholic sect founded by a Syr-
ian monk in the fifth century. Sunnis (from sunna, meaning "trodition") are the adherents of "or=
thedox" lslam, The Skiites (from Shi'atu-Ali, “faction of Ali") represent the lorgest minerity group-
ing of the Muslim world, about 10 percent of all Muslims today (they are a majority in lrag and
lran). The roots of the sect go back to the first major civil war in the Muslim world, in the middle
of the &00s (Ali was the fourth Caliph, or “successor," of Muhammed.) The Druzes are a Muslim
sect that arose in the eorly 1000s; they are concentrated exclusively in Lebanan,

It is hardly necessary to stress the reactionory and obscurantist character of the confessional sys-
tem, the clearest proaf of which is provided by the constant institutional and confessional crises
and wars that hove marked the history of the country.




Ten months of clashes; five months of virtvally unin-
terrupted civil war; nearly 13, 000 dead {one inhab-
itant of every 200); several dozen thousand wounded;
property domages estimated at 510,000 millian, that
is, obout twice the yearly national Tncame of the
country; tens of thousonds homeless; thousands of
fomilies deprived of all their property and resources;
one=fourth of the population refugees cutside the
country. Those are some of the results of the civil
war that has recently ended in Lebanon, undoubtedly
one of the most atrocious wars of modern history,

The violence of the Lebanese conflict, the irrational
explosion of instincts of destruction and vengeance,
the intensity of which no one hod suspected, the ax-
changes of collective massacres, the summary execu=
tions, sometimes accompanied by indescribable atroc=-
ities costing the lives of human beings whose only
“crime" in most coses was to have an identity card
bearing a confessional designation different from

that of the killers — all these facts show the depths
human barbarism can reach in a capitalist sociefy
that is nevertheless one of the most "civilized" of
the third world,

But beyond such comsiderations, a question is posed:
What was the reason for this outbreak; or rather,
what was the major reason emerging fram the tangle
of contmdiction and confusion presented by the Leb-
anese civil war, which baffled so many observers?

On the most ogbivious and superficial level, the Leb-
anese civil war was a "war of religion, " a confes-
sional war, In any event, that iz the favorite inter-
prefation of the Zionist and pro-Zlonist press, which
saw in the events in Lebanon both a confirmation of
the need for a Jewish stote and the refutation of the
possibility of peaceful coexistence among religious
communities. And it is true, we may note in passing,
that the references of Yassir Arofat, central leader
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), to
the "Lebanese model" have been rendered absurd by
the eivil war. But if the civil war proved the inanity
of this model, it also showed, contrary to Zionist
allegations, that confessional wars are actually not
very religious in character,

The first major confessional war in Lebonon goes back
to the nineteenth century, In 1860 there was o con-

flict between the Maronite Christians and the Mus-
lim Druzes, two minority communities which took
refuge in the Lebanese mountains, This conflict came
just in the nick of time; It interrupted o process of
democratic revelution that had been unleashed by

an anti=feudal collectivist insurrection of Maronite
peasants in 1858, an insurrection that had manifested
o tendency to become generalized; in addition, it
was used as o pretext for sending French froops of
Mapaleon Il ta Lebanon. By stiming up o conflict
between two communities that had hitherfo coexisted
in harmony, the feudal Druzes and Maronites reaf-
firmed their guthority; Fraonce found an excuse to
bolster its influence in the region, setting imelf up
as o protector of the Catholic Maronites, while Brit=
ain was to cultivate the friendship of the Druzes,

Thus, from the very beginning, the, instigation of
confessional antaganisms appeared for what it really
is: an application of the classical political watch-
word, "Divide and rule,"”

Following the First world war, France took over Syria,
under the provisions of the Franco-British occords
dividing the territories of the farmer Ottaman Em=-
pire. The French imperialists divided Syria into five
states, one of which was Greater Lebanor, the basis
of the division being confessional. The Lebanese
state thus created, along with what Fronce carved
out of the uther Syrion states, was concocted in such
a woy as to include a thin Christan majority that
neaded constant foreign protection: in order to main-
tain its preporderant position in the politica=confes-
sional system by which the state wos ruled, The in-
dependence of Lebanon in 1943 was accompaniad

by o compromise (under British patronage) between
Muslims and Christians — the former abandoning the
demand for Syrion and Arab unity, which was sup-
ported by the Muslim masses and a section of the
Christian masses, the latter declaring that they were
placing themselves under foreign protection. The po-
litical system based on the confessional division of
posts in the regime was confirmed for independent
Lebanon,

This history of confessional conflict ond compramise
was to stobilize an ideslogy, confessionalism, which
was henceforth to permeate the palitical evolution
of Lebanon. 1n 1958 a civil war opposed o pro-impe-
rialist faction of Christians to an anti=imperial ist
masz movement, which coincided with confessional
divisions to a certain extent, The recent civil war
falls within the same histarical continuity.

There is no doubt that canfessionalism was the major
ideclogical mativation, one of the major combustible
elements in the civil war in Lebanon. The role played
by confesslonal hatred need not be demonstrated .,

But just a3 it is net ideclogy that makes history, con-
fessionalism can in no way be considered the real
couse of the Lebanese conflict. And just as weapoms
do not kill by themselves, confessional hatred does
not explode spontaneously like thunder out of a clear
sky .
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Ancther interpretation, this one leftist, is that the
Lebanese civil war was a class war. In support of
thiz thesls, which claims to lay bare the underlying
character of the confessional division in Lebanon,
we have the fact that the Maronite foction of the
Lebanese bourgeoisie holds @ majority position with-
in that class s a whole and that the poorest regions
and layers of the country are Muslim in their major-
ity, Shiite more precisely. Without doubt, this ob-
servation explains why the dynamic of the struggle
in the Muslim camp is, in o very general manner,
more progressive than that of the Christian camp.
But this does not ot all mean that these two camps
constitute opposed class comps, While the class strug-
gle is universal in all class societies; it is not always
expressed in every conflict. There ore also struggles
amang foctions of the same class, not only at the
level of the rank and file (in terms of the social ori-
gins of the fighters), which is obvious, but also at
the top. This is the case in the Lebanese conflict,

in which representatives of the bourgesisie stood at
the head of both camps,

The reactionary camp, the "Maronite” comp, was
headed by two reactionary bourgeois parties, the
Phalangists (Kataeb in Arabic), of semifoscist and
confessional erigin, structure, and ideclogy, linked
to the large comprador bourgesisie and known far
being in the pay of American imperialism, and the
Parti National Libéral (PNL = National Liberal
party), led by Camille Chamoun (former president

of the republic from 1952 to 1758, the man who
called in the U.5, Marines in 1958}, the party of
that section of the large comprador bourgeoisie linked
to Anglo=Saxon imperialism and to some reactionary
Arab regimes. Other forces were also active in this
camp: @ series of reactionary and ultra-reactionary
groups and grouplets representing a reactionary ple-
beian petty-bourgeois current supported by the lower
Maronite clergy, a current whose influence extends
inta the rank ard file of the twao large bourgeois par-
ties. Geographically, the reactionary camp included
the Christian neighborhoods of the capital (Beirut),
which include bourgeois and petty-bourgeois neigh-
borhoods as well as the popular suburbs inhabited by
middle and poor petty bourgeoisie and wage-earners;
outside Befrut, the reactionory comp extended to the
rural Christian regions, some of which are inhabited
by o well-off petty-bourgeois peasantry, others by

a modest and poor pessantry with the presence of an
agricultural proletariat.

The anti=reactionary camp is much more heteroge-
necus politically. The force that speaks in the name
of this camp is o cartel of Muslim bourgeois elements
and notables representing the Muslim section of the
Lebanese bourgesisie, both big and middle, which
can be politically labeled os moderate and timidly
reformist ingsmuch as the Muslim bourgeoisie has an
interest in modifying the confessional balance of the
regime, which is presently unfavorable to the Mus-
lims. This bloc is supported by a cortel of so-called
progressive organizations including petty-bourgeois
nationalist organizations that have a base among the
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Sunni Muslim petty bourgeoisie of the coostal cities
and whose nationalism is permeated with confession-
alism, as well as the Stalinists of the Parti Communiste
Libanais (PCL — Lebanese Communist party) and its
ally, the Communist Action Organization of Lebo-
non (QACL), a group of centrist origin that has since
stabilized on the line of the Communist party. The
link between these two cartels is assured by the lead-
er of the second, who is simultaneously a member of
the first: Kemal Jumblatt, bourgeois reformist |eader
of the Parti Socialiste Progressiste (PSP — Progres=
sive Socialist party); Jumblatt is also o former feudal
landowner and a confessional leader of the Druze
community, a minority within lslam in Lebanon.
Geographically, this comp includes the bourgeois
and petty=~bourgeois Muslim neighborhoods of the
capifal, the Muslim coastal cities (Tripoli and Sidon),
the popular Shiite Muslim neighborhoods of the Bei-
rut suburbs, the neighborhoods of poor petty-bour-
geais and proletarian layers, which constitute the
main field of action for the working=class left, and
the rural regions inhabited by middle and poor loyers,
predominantly Shilte,

But this overview would be quite incomplete if we
smitted the Palestinian Resistance, an essential com-
ponent of the conflict whose predominant role is the
clearest proof of the fact that beyond the Lebanese
social or confessional antagonisms, the civil war in
Lebanon is part and parcel of the conflict in the
Middle East.

Real nature of the conflict

The recent Lebanese civil war unfolded on a polit-
ical terrain that had been profoundly modified since
1968 by the emergence and development of the Pal-
estinian Resistance on Lebanese terrifory. This de-
velopment came into contradiction with two catego-
ries of convergent interests: first, the interests of

the Lebanese comprodor bourgesisie, since the power
of the bourgeois state was counterbalanced by the
emergence of a second center of power embodied

in the armed organizations of the Resistance, and
since in the long run the anti=imperialist dynamic

of the Palestinian national struggle threatened the
entire Lebanese socioeconomic edifice; second ond
most imporfant, the interests of American imperial-
ism and its Zionist bastion, since the development

of the Palestinian Resistance was the major factor
counteracting the Zionist-imperialist victory of June
1967. Thus, the Lebanese bourgeoisie (unanimous

at the beginning), American imperialism, and the
Zionist state all had an interest in crushing the Pal-
estinian Resistance. After the battle of Karameh in
Jordan in March 1948, it become obvious that the
repression of the Palestinian Resistance would have
to be carried out by Arab armies, because a Zionist
intervention only stimulated the rise of the anti=im=
perialist mass movement. This task was accomplished
with notorious success by the army of King Hussein
in Jordan during 1970 and 1971, In Lebanon fwo
similar attempts by the Lebanese army in 1969 hod
anded in flagrant failure, for two reasons: the weak-
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ness of the Lebanese army (lew than 15,000 soldiers)
and the insurrection of the Lebanese Muslim masses,
traditionally nationalist and anti-imperialist, in sol-
idarity with the Palestinian Resistance (these masses
feel that they are much better represented by the
Palestinian Resistance than by the Lebanese ormy].
The clashes concluded with the Cairo accords {signed
at the beginning of 1970), which acknowledged the
legitimacy of the Palastinian armed presence on Leb-
onese territory, while delineating the zones within
which the fedoyeen could act ("Fatehland, " the
Arkoub region of southern Lebanon] .

Having acceded to power in 1970 as a representative
of the bourgeoisie, President Suleiman Fronjieh at-
tempted to reconstruct a strong state by taking od-
vantage of the decline of the Palestinian Resistance
aofter its defeat in Jordan. |n conjunction with Saeb
Salam (@ Sunni), then president of the council, Fran=-
jieh tried to restore the authority of the state, First
of all against the Lebanese masses. This course was
raflected in a brutal repression of social struggles,
which caused victims among the ranks of workers

and peasants. The strang state was progressively being
imposed. But these efforts were interrupted by the
operation carried out in Beirut in April 1973 by Zion=
ist commandes, an operation that succeeded in mur-
dering three leaders of the Palestinion Resistonce,

In reaction to the inaction of the stote against this
aggression, some 250, 000 demomstrators accompanied
the caffins of the three murdered Palestinians inan
armed funeral procession with an extremely antigov=
amment character, Franjieh was cornered and hod

to act fost to prevent all his outhoritarian efforts
from being ruined.

In Moy 1973 the Lebanese army once again confronted
the Palestinian Resistance, this time on a brooder
scale. This undertaking was o portial failure. Mili-
tarily, neither of the two forces won a clear victory;
mareover, the Muslim masses threatened to mobilize
to aid the Resistonce, The Melkart accords (named
after the hotel in which they were signed) put an

end to the clashes, following the mediation of the
Arab states, These accords limited the oreas in which
the fedayeen could move obout, prohibiting them
from carrying arms outside the Palestinian refugee
camps, except in the regions on the lsroell border,
The agreement also called for a count and regrotp-
ment of all heavy weapons in the refugee camps lo-
cated neor Lebanese villages, But these accords were
not implemented, because the existing relationship
of forces prevented the Lebanese regime from enfore-
ing them.

Franjieh then changed his tactics, He tried to halt
the rise of the movement of the mosses by resorting
to the collaboration of the reformists, After May
1973, ministers loyal to Jumblatt were added to the
government, Concumently, Franjieh fostered the
taining and arming of the militias of the Phalangist
4 thus contributing to the creation of a genuine
banese Resistance, " a paramilitary counterweight
to the Palestinian Resistance, Finally, the army was

strengthened and engoged in manhunt operations
against outlaws, an attempt to polish up the army's
image as- the force restoring law and order,

Events moved rapidly during 1975. On the one hand,
American imperialism had decided fo strike a heavy
blow, to toke o decisive step toward the implemen-
tation of its version of o palitical settlement of the
Arab-lsraeli conflict. The year 1975 was to be the
year of the Sinai accord. This implied a new attempt
to strangle the Palestinian Resistance on its principle
field of action, Lebanon. In Jamwary 1975 Plerre
Gemayel, the head of the Phalongists, began making
belligerant declarations against the Palestinion Resis-
tance, suddenly breaking the "friendly" relations
that had prevailed during the preceding year.

On the other hand, the gravity of the situation was
revealed by the insurrection in the city of Sidon,
This town in southern Lebonon hod been in turmoil
because of @ movement of solidarity with the fisher-
men of the ¢ity, who were struggling against the
establishment of a capitalist monopoly on the fishing
industry. As part of its operations o restore bour-
geois law and order, the army was ordered to inter-
vene. This resulted in victims among the demonstra=-
tors. The city then rose up: its armed inhabirants
erected barricades along the varlous entryways o
the town; rank-and=file militants of the Palestinian
Resistance from a nearby refugee comp joined the
insurrection. The state had to back down,

The hour had come 1o strike the great blow, both
from the standpoint of the dominant reactionary foc-
tion of the Lebanese bourgenisie and fram the stand-
point of American imperialism. The Phalangist party,
imstrument of these combined interests, intervened,
The plan was rather simple: The Phalangists would
intervene to proveke an armed conflict between Pal-
estinians and Christian Lebanese; the army would
then come forward as an arbiter, seizing the reigns
of power in order to attack the Palestinian Resistance
and strangle it. Such was the aim of the Phalangist
massacre of April 13, 1975,

It is only in the light of this histerical and regional
context that it is possible to understand the civi

war in Lebanon. It wos first ond above all a clash
between American imperialism on the one hand, act-
ing through the vehicle of the reactionary Christian
militias, and the Syrian-PLO axis on fhe other hand,
to which was allied the Muslim Bourgecisie and all
the Lebanese anti-imperialist organizations, The real
stukes of the conflict went beyond Lebanese frontiers.
What was invelved was a struggle between twa dif-
ferent formulas for settling the Arab-lsraeli conflict,
the formula supported by imperialism and Zionism,
which Is to exclude the PLO from the sattlement to
the advantage of King Hussein of Jordan, and the
formula advocated by Syria and the PLO, which in-
sists on the necessity of PLO participation in the set-
tlement as the representative of the Palestinians.
And the civil war was temporarily ended by o com-
promise between American imperialism and Syria.
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The stages of the conflict

*On April 13, 1975, in Beirut the reactionary mili-
Has ambyshed a bus carrying Palestinians who were
returning home from @ meeting sponsored by the Re-
jection Front;  twenty-seven people were murdered
in cold blood, The closhes became generalized very
quickly; militants of the Palestinian Resistance at-
tacked headquarters and shops belonging to Phalan-
gists. Already the fighting began to take o confes-
sional turn: Palestinians against Christion Lebanese,
The Phalangist ministers in the government demanded
the institution of a state of emergency. Rashid Ka-
rameh, the head of the government and a reformis
Sunni Muslim, refused to go along. A cease-fire was
reached,

“In May the government was forced to resign and
the field became clear, Clashes, provoked by the
reactionaries, broke out again and on the night of
May 23 the formation of a military government im-
plementing the reactionary plan was announced.,

The regime was counting an the fear of the popula-
tion. In fact, o generalized fncurrection broke out
in the Muslim neighborhoods and regions arcund the
slogan "No fo military government!" The bourgeois
Muslims, frightened by the insurrection, frightened
that its dynamic would go in an anticapitalist direc-
tion because of the role being played in it by the
left, held their first general meeting [in which Jum=
blatt participated), They demanded the resignation
of the military government and designated Karameh,
then leader of the bourgesis oppesition, 1o forma
new government. Franjieh gave in, for his plan had
failed once again.

“But he did not feel completely beaten. He set up

o series of obstacles to the formation of the Karameh
government, Temsion mounted, In June clashes broke
out again and the mobilization was general . Finally,
a reconciliation summit of bourgeois Muslims and
Maronites wos held; the government that came out

of this summit was clearly reactionary In compasition,
Chamaun, for exampla, held the post of minister of
the interior. The truce lasted throughout the summer,
This accord hod been reached with the aid of o Syrian
"mediation, " which inaugurated the overt interven-
tion of the Syrian leaders in the conflict in Lebanorn,

“The summer wos o period of general preparation.
All parties, tendencies, and groups were arming
and training themselves, The number of available
fighters in each camp multiplied. The reactionaries
were Intensely preparing to toke the offersive again,
In September the clashes broke out ance again in a
continuous escalation of confessional vielence and
hysteria, Between September 1975 and January 1974
the civil war was virtually Uninterrupted, The reac-
tionary offensive seemed fo have opted for a pro-
longed war; the reactionaries made some small gains
by getting the army to intervene in certain ragions,
but these were coutious interventions obfained at the
price of a refarm of the army oimed at satisfying the
Muslim bourgeoisie (increased participation of Mus-
lim officers in the leodership of the army) and of the

forced resignation of the former chief of the army,
an amant reactionary.

“ At the end of November o new cease-fire was sud=
denly proclaimed. Two messages calling for national
reconciliation were broadecast, one from Franjieh,
one from Karomeh, The mediation of Couve de Mur-
ville, the emissary of French President Giscard d'Es-
taing, did not amount to much, despite oppearances.,
(1t seems that the Americans tried to cut the French
intervention off.) In fact, it appears that an agrea=
ment was reached between the Americans and the
Syrians on the main lines of a compromise: Within
the framewark of this ogreement, Syria would com-
mit itself to resstablishing a strong state in Lebanon,
while the Americans would accept the principle of
PLO participation in the Arab-lsraeli settlement un=
der cerlain conditions. This agreement was reflected
in twa facts: Damascus invited a Phalangist delego-
tion to meet with Syrian leaders; more important,

on Movember 30, 1975, the United States voted for
the UN Security Council resolution linking extension
of the UN forces' mandate in the cccupied Syrian
Golan Heights to the discussion of the Palestinian
problem at the United Nations on Janwary 12, 1976,
with represeniatives of the PLO present. The lsraeli
government waos furious,

*But on December &, the very day of the Phalangist
visit to Damascus, the fighting broke out again,
touched off by a huge massacre committed by reac-
tionary militios, Behind the “spontaneity” of this
new outbunst of violence, under the pretext of repri-
sals for the murder of four Christians, lay o maneuver
of the reactionaries: Given the inevitability of com-
promise, they were seaking 1o create conditions un-
der which thelr opponents, their Lebanese opponents
to begin with, weould have to grant maximum conces-
sions, There wos one way of doing this: threaten to
partition the country, The reactionary militias car-
ried out o series of operations almed at partitioning
Lebanon. But this was not the real aim of the reac-
tionary general staffs, for it would have meant the
ruin of the Maronite comprador bourgeoisie, courtier
of the West befare the Arab courtiies. In reality,

the point was o frighten the Muslim bourgesisie,

and the blackmail paid off: At the end of December
o draft political reform worked out by Syrio wos an-
nounced. Only ridiculously imsignificant reforms
were involved: Essentially, the election of the presi-
dent of the council by the parlioment (previously,
the post hod been appointed by the president): equal
division of parliomentary seats between Muslims and
Christians (the previous balance had been six fo five
in fovor of the Christiars), The Muslim bourgeaisie
ard the |eft cartel were not happy about the draft,
but they were unable to reject it.

*Satisfied — at least relatively — about the inter-
Lebanese settlement, the reactionaries moved fo the
second aspect of the settlemant: the Palestinian Re-
sistance. After proclaiming that their struggle was
against the Palestinion Muslims and Christians, at
the beginning of January the reactionaries organized




a blockade of the Palestinian refugee camp of Tell
Zaatar. Fighting broke .t again. The reactionary
militias occupied ancther Palestinian camp, Dbayé,
which was easy prey; it was a camp of Cheistian Pal-
estinian refugees, which foct served as an after=the=
fact explanation of the meaning of the reactionary
declaration, Then it was the turn of the Qarantina
neighborhood, inhabited by squatters, most of them
from Syria. In response, the common forces of the
Palestinian Resistance and the Lebanese organizations
occupled the Christion village of Damour, acting

in a manner virtually identical to that of the reac-
tionaries,

At the end of January Kissinger went ta Moscow.,
Manifestly, an agreement was reached between Amer-
ican imperialism and the Kremlin bureaucrats on the
Middle East. The Palestine Liberation Army (PLA)
moved into Lebanon. The PLA is composed of regular
Palestinian forces stationed in Syria, theoretically
dependent on the PLO but actually dependent on

the Syrion army. MNeither American imperialism nor
the Zionist |leoders protested: The PLA, in foct, did
not intervene to support the anti-reactionary camp,
but instead os o repressive force, manipulated by
Syria, to impose "order” in the Muslim regions. The
PLA intervened with the blessing of imperialism.

The meaning of the accord

Franjieh's visit to Damascus last February 14 sealed
the accord that had been reached, The main lines
of this agreement and the channels by which it will
be applied as they are taking shape right now may
be summed up as follows:

*Syria, acting through the PLA, will commit itself

to gradually impesing a return to normal in the Mus-
lim zones, which means a ban on the circulation of
arms, dismantling of the barricades, suppression of
looting, murders, and kidnapping. In doing this,
Syrio will permit the Lebanese bourgeols state o be
reconstituted {the state opparatus had reached an al-
most total decomposition) and will aid in this process.

*An insignificant political reform hos been worked
out; it is aimed at bolstering the foundations of the
future strong state,

*Syria, again through the vehicle of the PLA, as
well as Saiqa, the Palestinian organization under
Syrian hegemony, will toke charge of impasing ap=
plication of the Cairo occords of 1570 and the Mel-
kart accords of 1973, which would represent an im=
portant step backward for the Palestinian Resistance
in Lebanon, It is even possible that all the Pales-
tinian armed forces will be integrated into the PLA.

*Then, a Palestinion government "in exile" would

be formed in which a strangled Palestinian Resistance
would participote alongide notables loyal te Hussein,
This governmant would be o member of a tripartite
federation including Syrio, Jordan, and t L

the structures of which are already being prepared:

Syria is in the process of unifying ik diplomatic stoff
with Jordan's; in addition, a unified Syro-Palestinian
command exists. This fedemation would negotiate

with the Zionist state for an lsraeli withdrawal from
the West Bank of the Jordan River, which would give
rise to a Palestinion rump state federated to Syria

and Jordan and under their dual contral ,

In sum, what is involved is o Syro-American compro-
mise concerning the settlement of the Arob-lsraeli
conflict. The Lebanese reactionaries will see their
desires fulfilled, the only difference being — and
this is o rather big difference — that their objectives
will be attained thanks to the Syrian regime. Thus,
the future Lebanese sirong state will rest on two pil-
lars: American imperialism and the Syrian regime.
Syria has already indicated some of the features it
wants to lend the state that will be under its tutelage.
Shortly after o statement by the Syrian minister of
foreign affairs that there was "too much" freedom of
the press in Lebanon, the headquarters of two anti=
Syrian newspapers (more or less linked to lrag) were
attacked and burned by the Soiga organization,

The Syrian regime has been the major beneficiary of
the Lebanese civil war. This regime has now imposed
itself on American imperialism as the privileged in-
terlocutor in seftling the Arab=lsraeli conflict; it
has imposed itself as the major guarantor of order in
Lebanon; and, lost but not least, Tt has impesed Th
tutelage over the PLO as never before,

Monetheless, 1t cannot be sald that the Lebanese
civil war is over. Various sources of conflict remain:
the Americon presidential elections this year may
bring some surprises; the internal situation in lsrael
still does not parmit the Zionist regime to participate
in the planned settlement without problems; the sit-
uation within the Polestinian Resistance may still
evolve, The Rejection Front is not at all coming to
the fore right now, but on the other hand the Fateh
apparatus has initiated o subterranean struggle agoinst
Syrian tutelage, which could redefine the alliances
within the Resistance, The Lebanese Muslim bour-
geoisie, as well as the left cartel, feels extremely
frustrated; they are increasingly manifesting their
discontent, compalling Syria to resort to means of
persuasion. A struggle over whe will be the next
Lebanese president could well flare up. The ogree-
ment with Syria may well have entailed Syrion sup-
port for the candidate of the Franjieh group (Lucien
Dahdah), to the great discontent of the opposition.
Finally, the Lebanese masses may well block the re-
constitution of the strong state; it will not be easy,
for example, to disorm these mosses,

The present task of the vanguard in Lebanon is pre=
cisely to give an impetus to an independent move-
ment of the toiling masses in order to prevent the
E]r_gnoiﬂu of all stripes and the Syrian leaders from
realizing their objectives at the expense of the thou-
sands of workers and Fighters who have fallen victim
to confessional blindness,

March 5, 1976
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INTERVENTION
OF THE LEFT
IN THE LEBANESE
CIVILWAR
by S. JABER

The Zionist army is certainly a reactionary one, but
it is a "popular” army nevertheless. The armies of
the Arab regimes, on the other hand, are not. With-
out exaggerating too much, one can affirm that the
sgme poradox existed in the Lebanese civil war: The
popular mobilization in the reactionary camp was

far more effective than the popular mobilization in
the oppesing camp. In itself, this foct isa reflection
of the barkruptcy of the dominant forces in the anti=
reactionary camp ond, mare particularly, of the
forces of the Lebanese left.

The reactionary Lebanese militios are not mercenary
armies, even though they do resort to the services
of mercenaries for tasks of technical orgonization
and training. It is impossible to deny the fact that
the reactionary right in Lebanon was able to benefit
from genuine mass support; this suppart may be ex-
plained, but it cannot be denied. The explanation
for it Iies in the deep ideological and even psycho-
lagical mativation of the Maronite Christion masses;

the saciological explanation is only partially correct.

The Maronite masses are deeply motivated by thair
confassionalism. It is not so much religious fanoti=
cism as.o pronounced particularism, a ghette men-
tality, the sentiment of beinga minarity that lives
in ‘an environment that is perceived as forsign and
hostile. Some far-right grouplets go so far as fo call
this porticularism “nationalism, " elaborating o the-
ory of a so-called Lebanese nation, ollegedly secu-
lar but actually based on confessionalism. Histori-
cally, Maronite confessionalism is combined with o
pro-West attitude, but its intensity has not been con~
etant. Thare have been ups and downs in consonance
with the political evalution of Lebanon and the Arab
region, One thing, however, is certain: Maronite
confessionalism has been stimulated by the Maronite
factlon of the Lebanese comprodor bourgeoisie every
time social struggles in Lebanon o anti-imperialist
rational srn..lgglé_s Tn the Arob region hove experi=
enced an upsurge. This confessionalism, moreover,
completely reveals ity actual non-religious, paliti=
cally reactionary character. For example, one of
the great heros of the Christian Maronites has always
been King Hussein of Jordan, who is nevertheless o
descandant of the family of the prophet of Islam.
Today, Sodat has taken his place in the hierarchy
of Maronite heros.
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Fram the sociological standpoint, confessionalism
correspands to the bourgeois interests mentioned
above; but it also corresponds to the interests of some
well-off petty-bourgesis layers frightened by the
dynamic of socia! and national struggles, particularly
by the agrorian reforms undertaken by the nationalist
Arab regimaes, For the rest, for the Maronite prole-
tariat and poor petty-bourgeois layers, confession=-
alism is nething but the ruling ideclogy, whose dom-
ination is facilitated by the opposite confessionalism
of the Muslim masses and by the absence of a left
movement capable of promoting genuine class con=
sciousness, which is different from Stalinist ideolog-
ical compromises.

Thus, Maronite confessionalism was corsiderobly bol=-
stered by the confessional turn of the reprisals taken
by the Palestinian Resistance after the Phalangist
mossacre of April 13, 1975, the mossacre that set

the match to the powderkeg. This sert of reprisals,
which made no distinetion between Pholangists in
particulor and Christians in general, directly resulted
in o rapid intensification of Phalangist influence
among the Maronites, which mounted tenfold and
mare.

Toking edvantage of the support of masses who were
convinced that they were represented by the reac-
tonary Maronite bourgeois parties, primarily the
Phalangist party, these parties were perfectly able

to organize and train this support, On the basis of
confessionalist idealogy, they were able fo create
the framework for an effective and efficient popular
mebilization. They were able to transform the sym-
pathy and solidarity of the Maronite masses with
their reactionary bamle into @ genuine striking force;
in very large measure, they were able to make use
of their full potential support. In fact, the reaction-
ary parties built up an important network of social
services: aid to the needy, teaching, dispersaries
and ambulonces, o supply system, hygiene services,
and so on. They organized interse ideslogical prop=
aganda: leaflets, various kinds of publications,
sound-truck brigades, explanatory meetings (most
often held in church on Sunday, after mass), and

5o on. They broadly profited from the various forms
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of assistance the population was prepared to furnish
them: from plates of food Fr the combattants fo the
military participation of volunteers, both men and
Women .

In the anti-reactionary camp, the militarily domi-
nant force was the Palestinian Resistance. Maow,
within the refugee camps themselves, the sort of re-
lations the organizations of the Palestinian Resistance
have established with the population are eminently
bureaucratic, those of o bourgecis state opparatus
under o nationalist regime in a colonial country, in
this case a state apparatus in search of o territory.

It follows that the relations established by the orga=-
nizations of the Palestinian Resistance with the pop-
ulation of the Lebanese regions and neighborhoods
were even more burssucratic; these relations may
even be characterized as substitutionist,

The organizations of the Palestinian Resistance did
not really seek fo organize maoss contributions to the
battle, an the one hand because of their “congeni=
tal" Tncapacity to stimulate genuine popular mobili-
2ation, butalso, and this is deliberate, because
they insist on their choracter as Palestinian orgoniza~
tions, attributing the fask of organizing the Lebanese
masses solely to the Lebanese orgonizations. In ji-
self this indicates the conception the buregucrats of
the Palestinian Resistance have of their role in rela~
tian to the Arab masses. And this is true even though
the Palestinian Resistance wos nat at all o minority
force amang the Lebanese combattants; on the con-
trary, it wos the major military force of the anti-
reactionary camp. Moreover, a greal number of the
fighters of the Palestinian Resistance had besn re=-
cruited omong Lebanese; in fact, the proportion of
Lebanese militants within the Palestinian Resistance
hod increosed during the final phase of the civil war,
under the combined effects of forced unemployment
ond the attraction of the salaries paid by some of

the organizations of the Palestinian Resistance. {Oc-
casionally, the Palestinian organizations pay the
Lebanese minimum wage for quite insignificant

-inh.llj

This wos the main type of relationship the Palestinian
Resistance maintained with the Lebanese population,
a relationship of recruitment, on o basis that was
much more material than ideclogical. On the whale,
the choice the Palestinian Resistance offered this
population was this: either join the Palestinian or=
ganizations individually or stay home as o spectator
of the ongoing combat in which the Resistance was
charged with defending the Muslim regions, Those
who joined the Resistance organizations lost their
ientity as inhabitants of a particular naighborhood
or region; they were politically remaved from their
Yiving places and dissolved into the "proftessional
mass of the Palestinian Resistance.

Obviously, the Muslim masses wers nonetheless not
ndifferent to the battle, Just as the Maronite masses
were motivated by confessionalism, this ideclogy

- abio permeated the Muslim milieus, although with a

different political content. Hare Arab nationaliss
generally corresponded to the aspirations of the pop-
ular and petty-bourgeois layers; hestility to the army
and to the Maronite bourgeois govermnment had ob-
vious class origins, although this hostility was di-
verted in a confessional direction. Thus, these masses
had no alternative but 1o support the Palestinian Re-
sistance; but this support, warm and enthusiastic of
the outsat, vally diminished Tn Infensity fo bor=
der on inditference or saturation in certain milieus
toward the end of the civil war,

The most "popular” organizations, the eircles with
the greatest base in the anti=reactionary camp, were
the petty-bourgeois nationalist organizations of the
Sunni neighborhoods of the Lebanese cities ("Inde-
pendent MNasserites, " "October 24, " etc.). The rea-
son for this was that these organizations best reflected
the dominant confessionalist ideclogy. The Stalinists,
on the other hand, iried to straddle two chairs.,

Stalinists: respect for tradition

On the one hand, the Stalinists (the Lebaness Come
munist party and Its satellite, the OACL) did not
fully dissalve into the Muslim confessionalist current,
for the very democratic idealogy of the Stalinists
compelied them to stress their secular outlosk, On
the other hand, however, they did not fundamentally
distinguish themselves from the Muslim bourgeoisia,
Completely tail-endist toward Kemal Jumblatt, the
bourgeois reformist and canfessional leader of the
Muslim Druzes, they constituted the most important
elements of o "leftist" chorus extending support to
the Muslim big bourgeoisie, al theugh 1t must be said
that this support was timidly eritical:

The ane and only program put farward by the Stalin-
ists during the civil war was the "program of natisnal
reform" of the entire "left, " reformist, as the very
rame implies, but different fram what one might as-
sume it to be. In reclity, withina generally demo-
cratic context, this program presented demands that
actually represented only the interests of the Muslim
bourgeoisie: election of the prime ministar by parlia-
ment, national (that is, confessional) balance in

the leadership of the army, etc. Trailing in Jum-
blatt's wake, the Stalinists gave support to Rashid
Rarameh, candidate of the Muslim bourgeois opposi-
tien for president of the council, ard continued to
support him after he was designated and even after
he hod formed one of the most reactionary govern-
ments in the history of Lebanon, All this was in the
best tradition of the Stalinist "tactic” of supparting
the “secondary contradiction,”

This palitical attitude of the Stalinists, completely
tail-endist toward the bourgeoisie, accounts for thair
behavior teward the masses; in fact it determined
that behavior, Far from promoting forms of self-or-
ganization of the masses, far from creating chonnels
for the expression of the initiative of the masses,

the Stalinists, like the Resistance, maintained a



quite bureaucratic relationship with the population;
they had learned these relations in the school of the
party and the trade unions.

There was no pelicy of arming the masses, but in=
stead orgonizational recruitment; “popular commit=
tess” were set up to provide for supplies, but inre-
ality these were structures isolated from the mosses
and mainining bureaucratic relations with them,
structures compased of party militonts and designated
notables, The Stalinists became sugor and rice mer=
chants| They reploced the abeent state apparatus,
copying its method of funcHioning, not even improv=
ing that functioning in the inferest: of "efficiency.”
As for political agitation and the development of
clasz comsciousness, the Stalinists simply did not
bathar,

The result of this sort of oction by the Palestinion
Resistance and the Stalinists was thot the popular
neighborhoods in the suburbs of Beirut were emptied.
The great majority of their inhabitants preferred to
return to their villages of erigin and wait for the
elashes to end and economic life to start up again.
Mareaver, the TP militants were the most affected
by the outcome of the civil war, Deluded by illu=
sions about the democratic character af their strug-
ale, they suddenly discavered that they had fought
in order to dllow the Syrian regime to pull the chest-
nuts out of the fire, And the Lebanese Communist
party continues to hail the "Syrian mediation." Can-
sequently, a good number of CP militants have pre-
fered to walk out of the party.

The revolutionary Marxist
intervention

The Revolutionary Communist Group (RCG), section
of the Fourth International in Lebanon, shares the
grouplet condition of the whole far left in Lebanon.
{The broad vanguard in this country, previously rep~
resented by the OACL, has been recbsorbed by 5ta-
linism during the post three yeors,] Mevertheless,

in spite of its limited resources ond forces ino polit-
ico=military field domipated by lorge apparotuses
with no financial problems, the RCG, which stood
out among the revolutionary left in Lebanan, inter-
vened in the civil war in various ways.

*Militarily, the RCG porticipated in the fighting in
the anti-reac tionary camp. Its participation in the
fighting was dictated by the foct that it could not
remain indifferent 1o the cutcome of the conflict:
Revolutionory Marxists had an interest — the interest
of the toiling masses — in contributing to the defeat
of the reactionary plan. The emergence of @ strong
state in the pay of American imperialism would have

represented o disostrous defeat for the mas movement,

But while participating in the fighting on the some
side os some factions of the bourgeaisie, the RCG
did nat in ony way extend political suppart to these
fac tions (as the Stalinists did), but insteod constontly
explained that in o future that will not be long in
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coming these same bourgeois foctions will stand on
the side of the reactionaries, opening fire against

the toiling masses. Comscious of the real nature of

the conflict and refusing to disguise it, the RCG
chose to participate essentiolly 1n the task of defend-
ing the popular neighborhoods. It took charge of some
of the advanced defense posts.

*Politically, the RCG put forward a series of slogars
adopted to the situation: against bourgecis wheeling
and dealing, for the election of o constituent assem=
bly on a non-confessional bosis; apainst the bour-
geais government and other calls for "national unity, ®
the propagondist slogan of workers and peasants gov-
ernment; for the organization of logistical tasks in
the popular neighborhoods; for the creation of o

ular militia to which the inhabitants could contribute
by rotation, etc. In addition, the RCG engaged in

a campaign to denounce the settlement worked out
by Syria, which consisted of political denunciation
and concrete acts that hove already created problems
for the revelutionory Morxists with the Syrian forces,
The sales of Mo=I'"amal (What |s to Be Done), the
fortnightly of the RCG, have more than doubled; in
addition, the RCG distributes o weekly agitation
sheet in one of the popular neighborhoods (2,000
coplies o week).

*Finally, socially, the RCG concretized certain of
its slogans, pn o reduced but exemplary scale, It
stimuluted the creation of an elected popular com=
mittee fn o section of o populor neighborhood in or=
der 1o distribute supplies that had been requisitioned;
within the same framework, it stimulated the creation
of a popular militia. It alse operated an infirmary,
One of the comrodes, o medical student whe was
working in this infirmary, was murdered by the reac-
tionary militias in the Glarontina neighborhood,

Ohviously, these octivities, modest in relation fo
the gravity af the situation, were able to modify
that situation only slightly, But when the time comes
to draw the balance-sheet — and this haur has al-
reody begun to sound — the revolutionary Marxists
will find themselves in o much better position than
the Stalinists. They hove the odvantuge of never
having lied to the masses, but of having told them
the whole truth, of seeing their analyses fully con-
firmed by the course of events, The Trotskyists in
Lebanon will have to make this palitical copital bear
fruit.

The ground already seems fo be fertile, The toiling
masses, of all religions, feel frustrated by the lead-
erships that led them astray during this civil war. In
the most recent period, this frusiration has been ex-
pressed in o wave of robberies, which is also an ex-
prassion of resentment against the bourgeoisie on the
part of the poor. But a long struggle will be required
before the slogan placed on the mosthead of the
RCG's weekly agitaticnal sheet s realized in prac-
tice: Toilers of all confessions, unitel
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THE SOVIET UNION AFTER THE
TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS

The twenty=fifth congress of the Communist party of the Soviet Unjon (CPSU) began on February
chev's secref speech to the twentieth congress in 1956, and ended

24, the anniversary of Che

on March 5, the anniversary of the death of Stalin, Two crucial dates in the histary of the bu-

reaucracy, But they were not even referred to in the congress, and that is the least one can sy,

in the image of the people invalved,
It was @ stage of bureaucrats specking to an oudience of bureaucrats. OF the 4, 900 delegates
1 of &0 were workers in foctories or collective farms, an absclus ely ridiculous

The congress was o dreary affair lacking any high paints

present, o maxim
figure, even from the standpoint of window dressing,

It was o congress of self-satisfoction and burseucratic good conscience. The activity of the party
5. Economic -!.E-Frl-:;-..ll:ts: Brezhnev absclved the party of all respomsibil=

was justified at all leve
i

ity thrawing all the blame onte the ministries, which allegedly had not apolied the "correct lina’
] d [ & 3

and decisions of the prec g party congress.

with the economic diffi-

It was a congress of stagnation. The enly salutions put forwand 1o ¢
culties were to go back to the previous policy, with a virtual stagnation in the standord of living

of the Soviet masses,

striking illus-
1 15 78, Suslev 75, the
athers close to 701, only one member was removed, and that was Polyansky, becouse someone had

It was a congress of immobilism. The composition of the rew Politbureay js
stration of this. In spite of the canonical age of most of the members (Pels

to be found to take the blame for the catastrophic situation of Soviet agriculture. Brezhnev's posi-
tion was strengthened, and the praise he received from some of the delegates wos an occosion for
bits of flattery reminiscent of the Swalin period,

There was only one discordant note inside the congress: the open guarrel with the majority of the
ly badly shaken unity of the

Western Communist porties, which dealt a sharp blow to the alrea

international" Cor.nunist movement.

A secand discordant note, this one from outside the congress, was the hurger strike of eighty polit-
ical prisaners in the comps. Here again, the tranquility of the bureaucrats was not at all disturbed .

The dossier we are publishing below is composed of two parts. The fint s devoted to a balance-
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sheet of internal policy during the Brezhnev period. This balance-sheet seeks to analyze what

lies beneath the still waters of the twenty-fifth congress. The proceedings of this congress consti=
tute the last manifestation of the apparent stability that has characterized the Brezhnev period,
unlike the preceding period, which was marked by many shakeups, Ever since 1964, the primary
cantern of the Brezhnav team has been to consolidate and maintain the monalithic power of the
bureaucraey, This policy has paid off in the short run, but the price that has to be paid foday is
high, for this stability hos been obtained only by postpaning basic economic and political deci-
sions, the various representatives of the bureaucracy being unable to reach a consensus on the
basis of the lowest common denominator, The composition of the new Politbureau hestifies to the
degree of conflict among the vorious foctions, ata fime when the increasing oge of the leading
team objectively poses the problem of euccasiion. This succession threatens to come up ina frome=
work of o new and massive rise of discontent among the masses in foce of the total inability of the
bureaucracy to assure any rise in their living standard . From this standpoint, the twenty=-fifth con=-
gress marks the opening of o period of trarsition, o pericd that threatens to be much more dangerous
for the regime of the bureaucrocy.

What does it mean to draw a balonce~sheet of Brezh-
nevism, when at the twenty-fifth congress af the
CPSU Brezhnev oppeared os the "uncontested chief,”
a man of great merit, as the delegates recolled on

50 many occasions? Nevertheless, if one analyzes
what has happened in the Soviet Union during the
past ten years, the position of strength of the Brezh-
nev team seems paradoxical, for the real balance=
sheat s for from positive. More precisely, if the
balance=shaet of the period 1964-1974 is compared
with that of the Khrushchey period, which ended in
the auster of Khrushchev, it becomes clear that the
failures that served as the pretext for deposing Khrush-
chev siill persist in large part and could just as well
be used to justify sending Brezhnev inte retirement.

The reasons for the ouster of Khrushchev ore well
known:

*the difficult economic situation, especially in
agriculture, which hod provoked growing social fen=
Lions;

* revarses In international policy, the Cuban mis-
sile crisis being the most striking event;

*the first fragmentation of the internotional Com-
munist movement, with the consumation of the break
with China.

On these three poinfs, Brezhnev's performance has
not been very different:

*important economic difficulties: many of the
targets of the ninth five-year plan were not achieved,
primarily in Sector B (consumer goods); as for agri-
culture, in spite of the considerable effaris made
since 1965, particularly in investments, the agricul=
tural system is now mired in one of its worst crises
ever, with the catastrophic grain harvest of 1975;

*internationally, the situation is more complex.
The victory of the MPLA in Angola has served to di-
wart attantion from some pravious sathacks, in the
Middle Eost for example;

*aggravation of the crisis in the international
Cammunist movement. Relations with China have not
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The second part of the dossier consists of two interviews. The first, with Zhores Medvedev, was
token in L nden on Movember 23, 1975, during @ conference organized by the magazine Critique.
The second, with Leonid Plyusheh, was taken in Paris ot the beginning of March; extracts of it
were published in the first issue of Le Quotidien Rouge, the new daily newspaper of the French
section of the Fourth International . These two interviews shed light, often from different poinks
of view, on the problems and controdictions of present Soviet society, The differant points of
view expressed by Medvedev and Plyushch on the democratic opposition, the working closs; and
the national question testify to the debates going on in the left wing of the Soviet opposition,
an opposition that is now going through a significant erisis, as both Medvedev and Plyusheh agree.
But Plyushch ond Medvedev also agree on a basic point: the necessity and importance of the inter-
national workers movement's toking up the systematic defense of all palitical prisoners in the So-
viet Union today. The release of Leonid Plyushch Is @ first victory won against the bursaucracy.
aﬂy it is important to develop a broad international compaign to demand the immediate releose
of all the oppesitionists still held in the comps ond special psychiatric hospitals, both in the USSR

and in the other countries of the East,

]
3
)
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been normalized, and relations with the big Western
Communist parties have deteriorated rapidly. The
conference of Communist parties, which originally
was supposed to have been held before the twenty-
fifth congress, Is now scheduled for the vague and
distant future,

But this quick balance-sheet does not allow us to oc=
count for Brezhnev's current position of strength,
especially since Khrushchey had been deposed on

the basis of a balance-sheet that waos hardly any
mare negative,

In our view, the difference between the Khrushchey
period and the Brezhnev period must be sought else-
where, in the internal situation of the burecucrocy.
In fact, the elimination of Khrushchev marked o final
and to an especially turbulent period in the history

of the bureaucracy. This period, which opened with
the death of Stalin, was morked by o whole series

of "wrnobouts": the affair of the "antiparty" group,
the twentieth congress and the dynamic if set in mo-
tion, a dynamic that very quickly went beyond the
coutious limits the buregucracy had wanted to main=
tain, Inaddition, the party reform of MNovember 1962,
with the division of the party into agricultural ond
industrial branches and the palicy of "systematic re-
newal" of cadres, provoked profound discontent
omong middle-level bureaucrats, who saw the reform
as o challenge to one of the things they hold dearest:
job stability, with all the prerogatives and privileges
it implies. To this were added Khrushchev's frequent
public attacks on party leaders, All these factors
stimulated deep discontent among the bureaucracy,
which increasingly came to see Khruthchev, with

all his disordered initiatives, as the sorcerar’s appren-
tice of de-Stalinization. His ouster wos o clear in-
dication of the desire to reestoblish @ more collec-
tive and infallible regime of the bureaucrocy and to
avert any open crisis. Hence, the period 1964-76
appears as one of relative stability within the bureou-
crocy. (It is sufficient to recall that the first demo=
tions in the leading group did not cecur until 1972,
and even then they took place "peacefully, ")

It is important to examine the factors that permitted
this stability, for the simple desires of the bureau=
crafs cannot explain it. The analysis of these vari-
ows factors shows that this stability was obtained only
tharks to o doy-to-day policy, a policy of "stogna-
tion" that has in no way resolved the basic contrma-
dictions of the regime but that on the contrary has
exocerbated them. In oddition, the various foctors
that have permitted this stability are now becoming
exhausted, From this standpoint, the twenty-fifth
congress, although it should not be comsidered a
milestone, does open a transitional perfod that threat-
ens fo entail the sudden end of the stability-stagna-
tion that has characterized the Brezhnev period,

Internal political situation

Politically, there are three essential foctors that
occount for the stability of the Brazhnev pariod:

*the blocking of de=Stalinization;

*the partial defeat of the democratic oppasition
mavement;

*the passivity of the working closs,

The desire to put an end to the internal crisis of the
bureguecracy and to restore the porty's monolithic
facade, which is what governed the custer of Khrush=
chev, was reflected in a number of measures, For
example, the 1942 party reform was annuled and the
middle-level bureaucrats regained the job security
o dear to them, The increasingly open policy of re-
habilitating Stalin, manifested very quickly after
the fall of Khrushchev, reflected not so much the
Soviet leaders' unbridled love for Stalin himself (in
fact, most of them began their careers during the
1930s and feared for their lives ot cne time or an-
other during the 5Stalin period) as the desime to halt

a dynamic that appeared uncontrollable to them:
They had clearly understoed that continued criticism
of Stalin would inevitably and rapidly lead to an
even more radical criticism, this time of Stalin's
heirs. The challenging of de-Stalinization was aimed
above all at reaffirming the correctness of the line



of the party throughout the 1930s and 1940s. Reof-
firming the infallible charocter of the party required
clamping a heavy lid on a process whose ontibureau=
cratic dynamic appeared increasingly obvious to the
bureaucrats os the mosses themselves bagan to grasp
the problem.

This desire to reestablish bureaucratic order was alss
reflected in a strengthening of the policy of central-
ization at all levels — centralization in the policy
toward non-Russian nationalities, for example, in
which Khrushchev's mini-concessions were very
quickly challenged, The policy under Brezhnev con-
sisted of systematically regaining o grip on the na-
tional parties (Ukroinion, Georgian, Azerbaijani)
in arder to cut short any tendency toward autonomi=
zation, Beginning in 1965, thiz policy of stepped

up control and Russification was accompanied by a
very severe repression of the national movements,
especially in the Ukraine, |t is in this context that
the ouster of Shelest and Myavanodze, respectively
members of the Ukrainian ond Georgion CPs, must
be viewed,

Economically, the sovnarkhozes set up under Khrush-
chev were eliminated and the all-powerful autharity
of the federal minitters wos reestablished . As we
will see further on, the halting of the economic re=
form also reflected this policy of centralization to
excess, which, in the eyes of the major leoders, ap-
peared as the only measure capable of assuring their
power,

The second aspect of this policy of stabilization of
the bureaucracy waos repression, first of all cgainst
the democratic oppesition amang the intelligentsia.
This opposition had developed beginning with the
twentieth cangress and the illusions to which that
congress gave rise: that there would be o real reform
of the bureaucracy, which would allegedly be pre-
pared to commit itself to the road of a gradual de-
mocratization of society. The partial failure of the
democratic opposition movement (in other words,

the movement of the intelligentsia), the regsons for
which must nat be sought solely in the policy of re=
pression by the organs of the KGB (Committee on
State Security, the secret police), is olso one of the
factors that has permitted the stability of the bureau=
cracy during the Brezhnev period.

To understand the reasons for this partial failure of
the opposition ond the evolution of an impartant
number of dissenters toward increoasingly open anti=-
communist positions, it it important to recall the so-
cial and political origins of the movement and the
objectives it set for itself. As we have soid, the move-
ment for democratic rights was essantially a product
of the intelligentsia. This fact heavily marked both
the cbjectives and the modes of oction of the move=
mernt, This movement hod its origins in moral and in=-
dividual revulion against the return to systematic
vialation by the bureaucracy of its own legal system
(new political trials, layoffs for reasors of opinion,
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etc., ard the manifsst dasire of the bureoucracy to
whitewash Stalin and all his erimes) and in the re=-
formist hapes that had been awakened by the twen-
Hath party congress. By putting forward essentially
demands for freedom of the press, speech, ond ossem-
bly, the intelligentsia wos in fact primarily defend-
ing its aspirations os o swoecial loyer seeking to win

an improvement in ils position within Soviet society,
The point was to demand that "the best, " "the most
capable, " really be allowed fo participate in running
society, against the bureoucrocy, which was consid-
ered to be totally incapable, This "elitist” character
of the intellectual oppotition movement was reflected,
among other ways, in the foct that other demands
capable of rallying brooder layers of the population
to the movement (such as the demand for the right te
strike} were not taken up by the intellectual opposi-
tion. Some passages of the interview with Zhores
Medvedev published below concretely illustrate this
chosm between the movement of the intelligentsia
and the other loyers of the population,

Everyone knows how the bureaucracy decided fo re-
spand to the demands for democratic rights: [t con-
tidered these demands o direct attack on its monopoly
of power, For the burecucracy, any concession would
intraduce an uncontrollable dynamic, os the preced-
ing period hod shown. In oddition, the bureavcracy
maved very quickly from o policy of selective repres-
sion (the first year after the fall of Khrushcheyv was

a relatively "liberal" year) to an increasingly intense
ord systematic repression, especially after the Czecho-
slovok events of 1988, The spread of the proctice of
interning dissenters in special psychiatric hospitals
testifies to this desire to break the movement at all
costs. But as brutal o it has been, the repression
does not suffice to explain the present crisis of the
oppasition. The obsence of any mass movement dur=
ing this period increased the isclation of the intelli-
gentsia in its struggle against the bureaucracy. This
isolation is both subjective and objective. Subjec-
tive in the sense that the intelligentsio has done




nothing te broaden the movement through the content
of the demands advanced . "We have our problems,
let them (the workers) resclve theirs, |ike the Palish
workers did in 1970, * one Soviet oppositionist was
oble to write. The weokness of the Marxist current
in the democrotic opposition movement, as Plyusheh
has stressed in various interviews, could only bolster
this tendency. |t is important to note that the most
progressive elements of the opposition — Grigorenka,
Yakimovich, Kosterin, Piyusheh — have understood
the importonce of the movement's developing links

to the masses and very early committed themselves

to total support to the Crimeon Tatar movement, which
appeared as the only movement with o genuine mass
scope during this whole peried, This subjective lso=
lotion of the intellectusl opposition iz also the result
of the theorization of the apparent passivity of the
working claoss during the 1960s. Finally, it must be
recalled that the whole policy of the bureaucracy
comciously aims at setting the various layers of so-
clety against sach other,

The internal political vecuum in which the movemeant
of the intelligentsio developed explains why some

of its members, confranted by the wall of repression
erected by the bureoucracy, have cast their glance
abread in seeking the linkup that they do not see in-
side the USSR, This is what explains, af least par=
tially, the appeals of o Sokharov and other dissidents
to the American Congress to put pressure on the So-
viet buregucracy,

This analysis of the democratic opposition must not
moke us lose sight of the importance that this oppesi=
tion has nonetheless, On the other hand, it is the first
time since the crushing of the Left Opposition at the
end of the 19205 that the struggle against bureaucratic
arbitrariness bas taken on such scope. Not only has
the movement attained a certain coheslon, but also,
through the samizdat (self-published) documents, it
has permitted o brood exchange of ideas, confused

as they may be, outside the ossified framework of of-

ficial bureaucratic thought. In jtself, this process of
repoliticization is an extremely important phenom=
enon. On the other hard, it is necessary to stress
the importance of the struggle for democratic rights,
which tokes on a particularly explosive character in
the Soviet Union, These demands are and will remain
essential demands of the antibureaucratic struggle.,
More fundamentally, we have no intention here of
weighing the merits and demerits of the opposition
by comparing it to a structured revolutionary Marxist
oppasition (for such on opposition is still, alas, imag-
inary), but rather of understanding how the cppeosi-
tion, with its idealogy, action, and present crisis,

is @ more or less direct reflection of the social and
political reality of the USSR during the post fifteen
years. The evolution of the oppasition and the divi-
sions that hove emerged within it are not at all stable
and definitive, They are above all the comsequences
of the freezing of the objective situatien and of the
intellectual oppesition's Tnability to really get its
teeth into social and political reality. The end of
the passivity of the working class and the develop-
ment of o broad antibureaucratic movement may pro=
vide an opportunity for o process of clarification and
redicalization of ot lenst an importont part of the
intelligentsia, os has been shown by the experiences
in Hungary in 19586 and Poland and Czechoslovakia
in 1968,

The passivity of the Soviet masses, the working class
in the first ploce, is also the couse ond consequence
of the stability the Soviet bureaucracy has succeeded
in enjoying. It is important to urderstand what we
mean by passivity of the working class as well as the
reasons for this passivity. In speoking of passivity,
wa do not deny the existence of deep discontent,
which hos sometimes taken the form of strikes and
streat demonstrations, a3 in Dnepropetrovsk and
Dreprodzerzhinsk in 1972 and 1973. But this discan=
tent is essentially reflected in forms of resistance,
whether Individual or collective, ot the factory
level: absentesism, mobility, low productivity of
labar. In other words, the working clos hat not yat
reappeared on the political scene as a class. It seems
that this passivity may be explained not only by perma-
nent features of Soviet society under the reign of the
burecucrocy — the systematic policy of depoliticiza=
tion, atomization, and repression aopplied by the bu-
reaucrats — but also by reasans that are partially
conjunctural, that is, certain economic concessions
the bureaucracy granted in the wake of the pericd
of profound secial tensions that had preceded the
ouster of Khrushchav. These economic concessions
were linked — especially during the years 1985-70
— to the relatively more rapid growth of Sectar B of
the economy (conmsumer goods), which was in large
part linked to the initiol effects of the economic re=
form. Concurrently, during these same years, wages
rose relatively rapidly (up 26 percent betwesn 1964
and 1970), while productivity increased anly slowly,
The bureaucracy's inability to guaranter that Sector
B would continue to grow into the 1570s, combined
with the clear slowdown in wage increases, is now
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creating conditions for a new important rise in social
tensions, which could lead to an open crisis. As we
shall see below, the discrepancy between the needs
of the Soviet mases and the bureaucracy's ability

to satisfy these needs appears quite clearly in the re-
sults of the ninth five-year plan, which has just
ended, Moreover, this discrepancy can only be ag-
gravated In coming years; to judge by the cbjectives
that have been set in the next five-ysar plan.

A reading of the table of the results and objectives

of the three past five-years plans gives an initial idea
of the economic difficulties the Kremlin leaders are
facing foday.

Results and Objectives of Soviet Five-Year Plam
{percentages indicate grawth rotes
over five-year periods)

8th Plan Sth Plan 10th Plan
(1965-1970} (1971-75) (157 6=80)
results objectives results. objectives

Sector A 519 AL 4@k 38-39%
Sector B 5094 49% a7 26-28%

Produc=

tiviky Iz 3% 345 30-345¢
Agriculture 23% 229 13% 14-17%
Wages 2805 229 20% 16-18%
Income per

caopita 3% 319 249 20-22%

Apart from the general slowdown in Soviet economic
growth, this table indicates the major stumbling blocks
and potential factors of crisis: agriculture and the
consumer goods sector (Sector B), which has direct
consequences on the standard of living of the Soviet
masses.

The objectives of the ninth plan, which ended in
1975, testified to the bureaucracy’s desire to asture
priority development to Sector B over Sector A, That
plan was the first one that broke with the traditional
logic of lending priority to the development of the
mears of production sector (Sector A). The results
indicate patent foilure: 37 percent growth over the
five year period instead of the 49 percent called for
in the original plan. The reasons for this failure have
been analyzed in several articles in INPRECOR (see
“The Soviet Economy in 1974," in No. 26, May 22,
1975, and "The Crisis of Soviet Agriculture, " in No.
37, November &, 1975). Thus, here we will simply
recall these reasons briefly:

* The permanent crisis of agriculture, which has
not been resolved by the considerable efforts under-
token since 1965 (investment, improvement of the
standard of living of the collective farm memben),
as is indicated by the particularly cotostrophic har-
vest of 1972 and 1975, Light industry, especially
the food industry, directly suffers the side effects of
the catostrophic agricultural situation,
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*The hypercentralization, which is the charac-
teristic Feature of bureaucratic management of the
economy, tends to favor the development of Sector A,

*The action of interest groups within the bureau=
cracy, which have been formed around the pricrity
development of Sector A (the "steel eaters, " o3
Khrushchey called them),

The problem of assuring sufficient growth of Sector B
in order to guarantee a rise in the living standards

of the Soviet masses has been a constant concern of
the bureaucrats since the death of Stalin, for the bu-
reaucrafs understand that failure to guarantee such
growth entails the risk of a rapid rise of discontent
among the Soviet masses. But at the same time, the
development of this sector implies choices that threat=
en to place o guestion mark over the bureaucracy's
absclute control over the functioning of the economy.
What hoppened with the economic reform of 1965 is
stanificant in this regard: The elaboration of the re-
form, which implied the return to certain market
mec hanisms, wos supposed to allow for more rapid
progress in the consumer goods sector, And, as we
have indicated above, this is what happened during
the years 1968-70. But the minimum of decentralizo-
tion of decision-making at the factory level very
quickly emerged as a factor fueling centrifugal ten-
dencies that were in controdiction with the absalute
control the bureoucrots wonted to preserve over the
economy. The resporse to this controdiction was o
bury the reform. During the December 1967 plenum
of the Central Committee of the Communist party
Brezhnev reaffirmed the leading rele of the party in
the economy, against the so-called managerist ten-
dency. The central problem was said to be to bolster
labor discipline. The massive import of Western tech-
nology — combined with recipes provided by Amer=
ican psycho-sociology — constituted the second as-
pect of this policy. The appeals for discipline and
efficiency were reflected primarily in a growing sub-
ordination of woge increases to rises in productivity,
On the other hand, the economic effectiveness of
the measures adopted was debatable at least, as is
shown by the esults of the latest plan, But this did
not prevent Brezhnev from absolving the party of all
responsibility for the current economic fatlures; in
his report to the mwenty=fifth congress he once again
blamed the "managers, " who hod allegedly misap~
plied the correct line of the party.

The partial failure of the ninth five-year plan con-
fronts the bureaucrocy with certain choices:

“Whether or not to continue the camiderable ef-
fort that has been undertaken in agriculture;

*Whether or not to continue the massive import
of Western technology, which involves an increase
in economic dependence on the world market; in ad-
dition, given the structure of East-West trade, the
crisis In the West threatens to have serious conse=
quences on the continuation of this trode;

*Rapid development or not of the consumer goods
sector.




Kosygin's report to the twenty-fifth congress, in
which the principal ob  ctive of the next plan was
presented, shows that there will be no break with

the preceding plan on the first two points. The policy
of massive investment in agriculture will be confin-
und. As for relatiors with the world market, while

a slowdown is envisaged, it doss not seem that the
Kremlin leaders have any possibility of challenging
this dependence foday. The most striking foct about
the new plan — and it is difficult to assess this point
of innovation — is the return fo priority of develop-
ment to Sectar A, for which a relatively high growth
rate has been set, between 38 and 3% percent, Inad-
dition, becouse of the corsequences of the agricul-
tural difficulties, the projected growth in Sector B
seems to rest essentiolly on increases in the praduc=
tion of long lasting, or relatively long losting, con=
sumer goods: electrical appliances, televisions, au=
tomobiles, ete, On the ather hand, it does not seem
that significant progress will be registered in the food
industry, in particular because of the extrems depen-
dence on the agricultural situation. For example,
meat production will remain at Tts 1975 level all the
way through 1980, that is, about 15 million fons,

As for woges, the growth rate here will be in the
image of that of the consumer goods sector, and pos-
sibly even lower, for the predicted growth is only
16-1B percent. Once agoin, the burecucrocy is seek=
ing to resolve ifs economie difficulties on the backs
of the workers.

The end of stability?

This rapid balance-sheet of the policy applied by
the Kremlin leaders during the past twelve years hos
tried to highlight the underlying reasors for the sta-
bility they have enjoyed. Brezhnev's position-of
strength at the twenty=fifth congress testifies to the
foct that the man who represents the brains bahind
this pelicy has achieved relative succest in the ob-
jectives he had set, But the underlying reasons for
thic ctability now seem o be an the peint of exhaus-
tion, inspite of the cutward imoge the buresucrocy
it trying fo present, In fact, as we have tried to
demonstrate, the apparent stability masks-on actual
deep fragility, since the stability hos been the result
only of the evasion of the fundamental contradictions
of bureaucratic society, an evasion effected with a
certain zest, it must be admitted, This exhaustion

of the underlying reosons for stability is being mani=
fested on various levels:

*The aging of the present leading team is sym=
talic here. Even though Brezhnev has apparently re=
covered from his illness, the extreme age of most
of the leaders abjectively poses the problem of suc-
cession, ot even of thelr departure. The fact thot
the old men of the Politbureau (Pelsh, whe is 78,
and Suslov, who is 75) remain in their posts Indicates
the tension among the various currents in face of the
problems ralsed by ony renewal of the leading team,
Succession problems generally lead to the crystalliza-

tion of factions and cliques, which is linked to a
rebalancing of the various interest groups and flefs
within the bureaucracy. The "colonization” of the
Ukrainian CP by bureaucrots loyal to Brezhnev after
the ouster of Shelest is on example of this.

*The bureaueracy has not responded to the de-
mands for democratization coming from the intelli-
gentsia axcept by resorting to repression. Such a
response could be effective only in the short run.
The problem cannat be solved by thrawing those who
raise it into comps or special psychiofric hospitals,
In a somewhat paradexical manner, the importonce
of the strugales now being woged in the comps amund
the guestion of the status of palltical prisoners and
for @ genemal omnesty indicate the permanence of
the problem,

*On the national question, the intensification

of the policy of excessive centralization and Russifi-
cation, combined with a very hard repression of the
various national oppasition movements, alie achieved
some results in the short run. In fact, howewver, this
policy has only strengthened the national demands,
which are now emerging as among the most explosive
contradictions,

*The bureoucratic manogement of the economy
isclearly revealing its bankruptey in the objectives
of the next fiva-year plan, which once again goes
back to the old Stalinist logle of lending priority to
the development of Sector A over Sector B, The con-
sequences of this policy on the standard of living of
the masses, in which virtual stagnation is on the
agenda for the coming five years, threatens to stimu-
late ever stronger soclal tensions and to lead to a
sudden new rise of the movemant of the masses.

All these factors stimulate the disequilibriom with-

in the bureaucracy ihelf, for the problems of succes-
sion threoten to be posed in a period of intense so-
cial and national tensions, This could |eod to the
erystallization of increasingly intronsigent factions
and to-an open struggle within the bureaucracy, The
stability of the present leadership, which is both the
cause and consequence of the absence of significant
mass movements, threatens to come to an end rather
sharply. The bureaucracy's capacity to preserve tran=
quility in the peried now opening requires the main-
tenance of the present balance of social and pelitical
forces, It is likely to be o period of tansition-stag-
natien, for one can only be skeprical about the bu-
reaucracy's ability to lessen the contradictiom, which
have been building up for too long, simply through

a calculated liberalization. In any event, there is
no indication that the buregucrocy is prepared to
commit itself to the road of liberalization, for expe-
rience has shown this to be dangerous.

Is it the end of the Brezhnev pericd then? To be sure.
But Tt is still difficult to predict how quickly this

will oceur, for thot depends primarily on a mare or
less short term rise of the mass mavement, which will
shake wp all the factors in the situation. I



The positions exprested by Zhores Medvedev in the following interview, taken at our request in
London in MNovember 1575, reflect the analyses and perspectives advanced by one current of the
Soviet opposition, generally called "party democrats" (Medvedev also uses the term "liberal Marx-
ists"), the principal inspirer of whom is Roy Medvedev, Zhores's brother. The label "party demo=
crats" derives from the analysis of the various currents in the CPSU as developed by Roy Medvedey.
Basically, he distinguishes three currents: the neo=Stalinists, the conservatives, and the liberals.

The present leading teom, occording to this onalysis, is composed of a majority of comservatives
(headed by Brezhnev) and nec-Stalinists (of whom Suslov is comsidered the major representative) .
As for the liberals, they are present only in the lower echelons of the apparatus; their weight is
relatively small, For Medvedev, democratization requires the strengthening of the liberal current
and the accession of members of this current to the leading posts. Thus, — and this is what distin=
guishes this current both from oppositionists like Sakhorov and from communist currents represented
by Grigorenko and Plyosheh — the liberals direct their action essentially toward the party itself.
These positions ore expressed very clearly in the various recent documents ond statements of Roy
Medvedev, For example, in "Problems of Democratization and Détente" he wrote: "Any advance
toward @ more consistent democratization, toward greater toleronce of dissidents, toward a mare
flexible ond reasonable internal policy is possible in the USSR today only as the result of certain
initiotives 'coming from above' and "supported from belew.' The need for o brood democratization
of Soviet society has been felt for a long time. It is, in fect, the most important condition for an
acceleration of economic, political, social, and cultural development of our country. Only o
genuine socialist democracy can give rise to the new motor forces that are needed to restore the
health and life of the whole system of Soviet institutions and organizations, Mevertheless, the
political passivity of the population 'from below' is equally cbvious. People have learned to be
so silent and are so subject to guilt that neither the oppositionists nor even certain small groups
of cppositionists are capable of generating o mass movement capable of stimulating real political

hibited o cermain degree of unity. However,

a procets of differentiation has set in since
that period and some of the best known leading fig-
ures have been forced to emigrate. In oddition, vio=
lant discgreements have broken out among the diffar-
ent oppositional groups both within the Soviet Union
and abroad. Do you think, therefore, that we would
be justified in speaking of o criss inside the opposi-
Hon in the Soviet Union today? And, if 5o, for
what reasons 7

0 In the 1940s, the various dissident groups ex-

inferview

Certainly we con say there is o crisls, one
A that has resulted In major disputes and pro-

found disagreements amang the different groups
on the one hand, and in a decline in their influence
inside the Soviet Union, and in some ways in their
popularity abroad, on the other hand, Several foc-
tors account for this crisis, First, obviously, there
are the energetic measures taken by the authorities
against the movement. This became brutally clear
in 1973 with the trial of Yokir and Krassin, whe had
enjoyed substantial reputations os leaders both inside
the USSR and abroad. But they cooperated completely
with the KGB* during the Investigations leading up
to the trial; they admitied their mistakes, recanted
everything, and compromised a great many people.
Moare than 200 witnesses were colled in for question-
ing ot the time of the Yaokir-Krassin affair, includ=
ing nearly all the octive members of the different
groups. So, the Yakir-Krassin offair did discredit the

*KGB: Committee of State Security, the Soviet se-
cret police.
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changes. The masses will be able to go into motien only In o situation of serious economic, polit-
ical, or soc "1l crisis. Such o pempective is nelther probable nor desirable. "

The proctical conclusions that flow from this analysis imply lending prierity to propagandist ac-
tivity esentially directed roward party members and the intelligentsia. In this regard, it is nec-
essary to stress the importance and interest of two works of Roy Medvedev that have been pub-
lished in French — “Stalinism" and “On Socialist Democracy” — which constitute significant
contributions fo knowledge and analysis of the USSR. In reading these works, one fs struck by
the chasm that exists between the analysis of Soviet society and the action perspectives devel-

oped,

We certainly do not share some of the analyses made by Roy and Zhores Medvedev, in particular
on the role of the various social forces in the antiburecueratic struggle. But we belisve that the
opening of o brood debate between revolutionary Marxists and this important current of the Soviet
opposition is urgent and necessary. The publication of this interview is o first step in this direction.

Zhores Medvedev was born In 1925 in Thilisi, Georgia. His father, a philosopher and party mem-
ber, was arrested and deported in 1937, He died ina camp in 1941, A world renowned geneticist
and biochemist, Zhores participated in the struggle against the rehabilitation of Stalin. In May
1970 he wos interned in o psychiatric haspital on the pretex! that a medical examination was nec-
essary. He wos releosed several months later as a result of a broad mobilization of the Interna-
tional and Soviet scientific intelligentsia. He now lives in London and has published such works
as The Rise and Fall of Lysenko, Ten Years After lvan Denissovich, and A Question of Madness
lon his internment in a psychigtric hospital), the latter in collaboration with kis brother Roy.

movement to some extent, Mot only did they coop-
erate entirely with the KGB, but they also perjured
themselves, They gave a full account of everything
that wos going on and how it was going on, as well
os speaking about their connactions with emigré
groups — with the NTS® in particular — and about
money they hod received. But, in the course of thelr
trial and at o press conference, they also made o
number of totally false statements. Thay said that
absolutely no one was parsecuted, that the stories
about the psychiaotric hospitals and documents such
as the Chronicle of Currents Events®™ were all fah-
rications, etc, They really behgved like provoco-
teurs. And this affair, with one of the best known
groups abrood playing o role of this kind, had o
highly demoralizing impact,

Cn top of this, the offair coincided with a bitter
campaign against Sakharov ond Sa|z'!1er:irs.}'|1 in con=
nection with the publication of The Gulag Archipel-

*MTS: Pf_‘ﬂp!r:—"r'-.".:!rke.—-g' A”iﬂn{fr an axtramisf :]QH-.-.
wing emigré organization created in 1930 in France
and Germany. The INTS cooperated with the MNazi
forces during the war in the occupied territories of
the Soviet Union. After the war, the NTS supported
terrorist activities, but was later transformed inte

an anti-Soviet propaganda group with a base in
Frankfurt, West Germany, and with branches in other
countries. The NTS is considered as eriminal accard-
ing to Soviet laws,

**Chronical of Current Events: Cine of the leading
samizdat (self-published) publications of the Soviet
oppasition, produced roughly regularly for several

years despite bureaucratic repression.
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ago, culminating in the expulsion of Selzhenitsyn.
By this time, Sakharov had slowed down on using

his authority to intervene in economic and political
problems from socialist-liberal positions, on gquestions
such as civil rights and freedom of the press, etc.,
a3 he hod been doing up until then. He switched to
an antisocialist position and began to limit hiz de=
mands mainly to questions such as emigration and the
Jockson amendment.* He called on the American
Congress and Senate to vote for the Jockson amend-
ment, thinking that this would foree the Sovief gov=
emment to moke concessions. But this was a mistake,
for anyone who has any knowledge of the history of
the Soviet Union would have grasped that the Soviet
government would not make any concesions under
pressure from the Jockson amendment but that, on
the contrary, this amandment would have negative
consequences.

Solzhenitsyn had enjoyed o greot dea| of popularity
as a writer and o3 a moral leader whio bad suffered

in the camps, But on his arrival in the West he pub=
lished his Letter to the Soviet Leaders, in which he
virtually called for a return te monorchy. He invited
the Soviet leodership to remain at the head of the
state, but to obandon their ideology, 1.e., to govern
the country by autharitarion methods. In short, he
wanted them to become dictators and to stop being
leaders of the party. They were supposed fo govern
according to the principles of an enlightened dicta-
torship and no longer through the party, All of this

is quite unacceptable and pesitively strange, espe-
cially coming from Selzhenitsyn, since any dictator-
ship is likely to become bloady and tetalitarian. Fur-
thermore, he says that all political parties and groups
should be prohibited; only religious associations ought
to be tolerated. In the first version of his letter the
only political movement that would be ollowed to
continue to exist would be the Komsomol.** But then
in his second version he even wants ta get rid of that.
What he is proposing is a program in which society
would continue to be governed by the present lead-
ers becouse, he believes, they are now governing
because they ore power hungry and because society
would become disorganized if they were deprived of
this power. Political parties and political freedom
are not regarded as being necessary; only religious
freedom is. These views hove coused some disappoint-
ment among the intelligentsia, scientists, ond other
forces that, in general, ere not religious but are
chiefly mobilized by the question of political freedom.

* Jackson amendment: An amendment proposed by
Senator Henry Jackson to the U.5.-Soviet trade
bill requiring that the Soviet government allow a
certain number of Jews to leave the Soviet Union
sach year in exchange for the United States' grant=
ing the Soviet Union "most-favored-nation” status.

**Kaomsomol: Communist Youth League
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fo the mistakes of certain individuals and not
to any underlying ideclogical weakness on
the part of the majority of the dissident groups?

0 So, you think that the crisis can be attributed

of history and of pelitical work. For example,

Solzhenitsyn has come out against Marx. At
a press conference in Stockholm he cited Morx, tak-
ing his quotations from the correspondence between
Marx ard Engels. But that doesn't mean to say he's
actually read Marx, Someona must have given him
the quotations or extracts out of context. Similarly,
Shafarevich alse claims to be quoting Marx, But, os
anyone can easily check, some of the extrachs and
quotations he gives as coming from Marx in fact come
from ather outhors — those cited by Marx in order to
criticize them. "Marx, volume whatever, page such=
ond=-such” frequently yields utterly absurd quotations,
He thinks he's quoting Marx, but in fact he's not
queting Marx at al| but Duhring or someone else.
This comes from poor philosophical education and
from o peor understanding of these disciplines. Any-
one who reads Shafarevich's article in the antholegy
Voices From Under the Rutble will soon see what
I'm talking about, This article about socialism shows
the author knows absalutely nothing about it, It's o
completely absurd article; he assimilates socialist
society with the Incas, and lumps that together with
all the shortcomings of ancient Greece and a whole
lot more besides. He attacks every kind of socialist
idea, going right back to Plato, In his contribution,
Solzhenitsyn criticizes all ideas of revelution, start-
ing with the French Revolution and Marat, even
though all this has abselutely no direct connection
with the problems of today and thus there is no jus-
tification for this kind of analogy. As a result, these
extremely infantile and primitive political outbursts,
with their utter ignorance of the real couses of events,
have led to deep disenchantment with respect to these
personalities, who occupled a predominant position
both in the Seviet Union and in the eyes of the for=
sign press. And this had had @ demoralizing impact.

A It is the outcome of an inadequate knowledge

The Gulag Archipelage could hove hod a tremendeous
impact, if only Salzhenitsyn hadn't then gone on to
publish his Letter to the Soviet Leaders and if he
hodn't exoggerated the figures. Recently, he stated
that &6 million people perished in the camps, and
that 44 million people hod died in camps during the
war. This makes a total of 110 million people
dead, which is an exaggeration, fo say the least;
but it does raise the problem of the liberties that
Solzhenitsyn is prepared to take with the facts, Sim=
ilarly, he has stated recently that it was Shliapnikeov
who was the main leader of the October Revolution,
ond that Lenin was not the founder of the Bolshevik
party. These and ather similar statements show just
how unfit he is to speak about these matters. Others,
Maksimov for example, have found themselves in the
same sifuation,



However, things are a little different with Sakharav.
While he does make good many mistokes and inac-
curate statements, he has manoged to preserve his
popularity because he's a much more tolerant and

far more modest man. He doesn't make utterances
like @ prophet; all he does is express his personal
opinion. He doesn't pose as some messiah; he doesn't
pretend to be an absolute momal leader calling upon
people to repent their ways or to da this or that, S0,
when he does express an idea or make a mistoke,
people do realize that these are his own mistakes
and that this is simply because he isn't sufficiently
well informed. This is obviously not a very good
thing, butat least it's understandable; ane can't be
expected to know everything. The fact that he was
always ready to defend political rights and minori=-
ties sarned him a great deal of sympathy on the part
of people living inside the USSR and abroad. He has
a great many personal qualities, and that's why peo-
ple are more ready to forgive him.

LAKMARDY

But it would do Sokharov o great deal of harm if ke
were to allow his head to be turned by his growing
reputation ond to starl making statements of o more
general nature. | hope that he has the wisdom to
stear clear of this, In his latest book, About My
Country and the World, Sakharov comes to a great
many wrong conclusions, He even goes so far as to
criticize the Americans for not having won the Viet-
nam war and for having withdrawn, which is proof
of weakness in his eyes. He takes the side of the
Americans, criticlzing them for leaving Vietnam and
abandoning their allies insteod of sending o power-
ful expeditionory force. But this is ridiculous, and
it results from a lack of undestonding of what ac-
tually happened in Vietnam and of what is happen-
ing at the present time., A powerful expeditionary
force would have changed nothing; the only way
the Americans could have established their domina=-
fion in Vietnom would have been by committing
wholesale genccide. |n 1968 and 1970, however,
Sakharov strongly condemned the U, 5. intervention
in Vietnam,

particularly his views on the degeneration of

0 What do you think of Grigorenko's view, and
the Soviet state?

Grigorenko is saying very little ot the present
A time, After many years in a psychiatric hos=

pital, he's now an old man and his palitical
activities ore much diminished. For the most part,
those of his-earlier works that we know of are ex-
tremely brilliant; they are distinguished by o great
deal of interior enthusiasm and conviction, He is o
good deal more correct on a great many points; he
had o much better understanding of the bureoucratic
machine and the way it warked. In some ways he
was closer to it than we are; because he had bean
a general and o professor at the Acodemy, which
mears he knew this system from the inside. 50, there
is no question about it; when he speaks agbout bureou-
cratic degeneration and about the defeat during the
war, he's right.

On other points, however, Grigorenks has rather
overastimated his possibilities. He failed to under-
stand that, under cenditions in which he was acting,
it was impossible to create a powerful, octive orga-
nization capable of influencing events. He was con-
vinced that it wos possible to build up a highly dis-
ciplined opposition movement. He was still suffering
a little fram his general's complex. |t was very dif-
ficult to discuss things with him, since he was always
trying to impase his views on people. And this drove
away a good many people who sympathized with him
and who might otherwise have warked with him. His
own personality and his ambitions for ropid chonge
meant that he failed to othract people to him, His
desire to bring cbout o rapid victory ond the strategy
he laid out in light of this perspective prevented

him from calmly undertoking cautious political work.
He was after @ rapid salutlon; he was highly impa-
tient and imprudent. And it was this that helped
lead him into o trap; he was misled ond lured 1o Uz-
bekistan, where he was arrested — something they
would never hove dared to do in Moscow, He should
have been more prudent and parsevering.

Politically speaking, Grigorenko is one of the purest
figures in the opposition. You con semse the full mea-

Grigorenko with lvan Yakimovich



m

sure of his sincerity and his purity when you read

his works; you can feel that he acted in accordance
with his deepest ideological convictions, without
ever bothering fo consider the risks he was running.
Some of the others are occasionally slightly hypo-
gritical; you get the impression that they ore too
concerned with expressing ideas likely to be picked
up aswidely as possible abrood in order to enjoy at-
tention and support from the international press. You
get the fesling they're out to create some semsation.
But you find none of that with Grigorenko. He never
seeks to stir up attention; he has always sought fo
mobilize forces imside the country and not outside
it, and that is where his great merit lies.

ing of Grigorenko, What needs to be done?

And how should it be done? During the round
table, * if | understood you correctly, you said that
it was imporfant fo say and do only these things that
could be taken up by people who do not enjoy the
protec tion of international opinion. Is thisa tactical
problem, or do you think one should remain within
the narrow limits of Soviet legality as it is understood
by the present Soviet leadership? In other words,
should one play the game according to the rules laid
down by the Soviet leaders in order to change the
Soviet society? s this just o question of ractics, o
waoy te aveid provoking repression, or do you think
that the anly correct line is to avaid entering into
open conflict with those in power?

o You roised the question of tactics while speak-

tactics from the problem of results, because

the choice of o correct tactic implies that
one obtains some results from one's actions. In any
case, this Is never an individual problem, On read=
ing Solzhenitsyn's autobiographical book, The Calf
Butted the Odk, it becomes very clear that he thought
he could change the nature of Soviet society single-
handedly, that all he had to do was to publish and
the regime would collopse. He thought that his book,
The Gulag Archipelago, which is undoubtedly o pow-
erful book, would suffice to bring the entire regime
crashing down. |t was perfectly utopian to think that
he could destray the regime unaided.

A | don't think we should separate problems of

| think we can say that anyone wanting to bring
about some change needs to win over not just one

or two people, but a much more sizable group, which
is sensirive to the need for change. The people at
the top of the opporatus are not the only ones in=
volved in the decision-making process. The inter-
mediate layer of the bureaucracy and the intelligen-
tsia wield a fair amount of power, Certainly, they

*The reference is to the round table on the opposi=
tion in the USSR which was held during the confer-
ence organized in London on November 22 ond 23,
1575, by the magazine Critique. It was during this
conference that this interview was conducted — |N-
PRECOR.

don't do so ina synchronized manner; nonetheless,
this power makes itself felt in the end. After all,
these are the people who prepare drafts and plams;
they are the ones who write Brezhnev's speeches.

All these people, who participate directly in the
praparation of projects and sit on various commit=
tees, do manage to bring about certain changes. For
enample, this year there has been talk of increased
repression. And yet, if you lock at the most recent
literary awards you will see that the two authors who
have received prizes this year, Feodor Abramov and
Troepolsky, are both Novy Mir authors who worked
with Tvardovsky and who were persecuted ond hove
had @ great deal of difficulty getting their work
known in the past, Abramov had a great deal of dif-
ficulty getting his work published, and the authori-
ties created all sorts of obstacles for him. Troepolsky
also had trouble finding o publisher for the bock that
eventually won him his prize. It's a book about a
dog, although in reality it's a social novel. He fi-
nally managed to get it printed as a book about an
animal in the magazine Science and Life; that was
the enly way he could slip through the cemsorship.
He would never have been able fo get it printed in
any literary magazine. And yet, now his book has
won a major prize.

There has been progress in the field of literature.
Attention is now paid to the quality of o work and

to reader interest in it. If o book orouses interest,

if it manages to attroct o brood response omong read-
ers, then this is regarded os a quality. The ideclog-
ieal aspects of a book are no longer the only ones to
be taken into consideration.

So, this layer of society already enjoys a great deal
of importance in the Soviet Union. It is most impor-
fant to remain in touch with this layer — with scien=
tific circles and with the creative intelligentsia —

if we are to envisage any kind of oppesitional oc-
tivity. It is highly important for someone like Roy
Medvedev that his book has been read, even by party
members — people working inside the party opparatus
— so that these people can see that he is deseribing
real political, economic, and perhaps historical
shortcomings. It is important that these people grasp
the fact that what he says is correct and that his rec=
smmendations are consequently useful. This is a toc-
tical problem, but one that is connected with more
general conditiors, But suppose Roy Medvedev sud-
denly started writing that the economy should be de-
nationalized, or when someone arrives with a pro=
gram such as that put forward by the "Program of the
Democratic Movement" — whase outhor remains un-
known — which states that the capitalist system

has proved its vitality and the socialist system hos
proved its lack of vitality, then one sutomatically
deprives oneself of all possibility of making or main-
taining contact with pecple wha may think the same
way but whe would never dream of saying so openly.
Anyway, the more serious among them are perfectly
well oware that a great mony social changes are in-
evitable. They understond that certain avenues of



development are closed o the Sovier Union and that
one must choose the be. possible from among thaose
that remain open,

Roy Medvedev published his Political Diary in 1984~
1970, and the two volumes are currently available,
In the first valume, there is an article on foreign
policy in which he openly criticized Soviet palicy
in the Middle East. He wrote that Masser was the
sole guarantor of the stability of Soviet policy in
Egypt, its only advocate and the sale basis for coop-
eration betwean the Soviet Linion and the Arabs,
Masser maintained friendly relations and datermined
this policy, and that was all, Toke Nasser away,
and there was nothing solid uniting the interests of
the Soviet Union with those of Egypt. He criticized
the foct that this palicy was founded on a single man
and predicted that the union between the USSR and
Egypt would collapse the day that Nasser disappeared,
becouse the social structures of the two countries
were so different, And that is what hoppened. Fol=-
lowing Nasser's death, Sadat changed the orienta-
tion of Egypt's policy, and today | think he §s pri-
marily under Americon influence. | think he is for
more depandent on American policy than on Soviet
policy. Roy's analysis turned out to be pedectly cor-
rect on this paint,

ence them, But o good many Marxists, ot least
in the West, hold the view that the interests
of the experts are closely bound up with those of the
buresucracy. In view of this, do you think that any
policy liable to jeopardize the interests of the bureau-
cracy would be copable of winning the support of
the experts?

A Certainly, these interests are connected, But

0 You mentioned experts and the need to influ=

it should not be forgoten that power s in the

hands of the governing elite. For their part,
the experts enjoy intellectual, moral, and material
privileges, which is another thing entirely, Comse-
quently, anyone who sees himself as an expert — os-
suming we can call it that = is concerned with cer=
tain democratic freedoms, freedom to move arcund
ard to travel, as well as a fine dacho and his job,
Those are his centers of interest, He wants to be able
to go abroad, to visit Rome, Parls. He wants to be
able to form friendships with his colleagues abread,
whether it be the director of an institute in the United
States, a sociologist, or whatever, He wants to be
able 10 keep in touch with ather specialists, His in=
terests are not only bound up with government ser=
vice, but also with freedom ond a certain kind of
security: freedom from arrest, freedom from arbitrary
dismissal From his job for having expressed some idea
running counter to official dogma. Their interests
are the same os those of other people,

Quite o, but how do you think they would
react to the emergence of workers councils
in the Soviet Union? This might seem to be
a purely theoretical question in the context of the

USSR today, but it may not necessarily be so some-
time in the future. | ask this not from considerations
of dogma, but becouse history has shown that where=
ever major conflicts have arisen — Hungary in 1956,
Paoland in the same year, Czechoslovakio in 1948,
partially in Polard at the end of 1970 — workers
councils have made their appearance. Don't yau
think that on these occasions, at timas when the so-
cial and political conflict reaches an extremely ocute
polint, that the experts are mare likely to end up on
the other side, on the side of the regime and the bu-
reaucracy ?

should beware of generalizing. As | have al-

ready said, there is o group of liberal Marx-
ists, whom we might clossify as experts, which has
formulated a number of liberal ideas, This group
could line up behind the workers councils, But work=
ers councils cannot arise spontanecusly in the Soviet
Unian the way they did in Poland or in other coun=
tries lacking the same historical traditions as the So-
viet Union, Furthermore, industry is much more im-
partant in the Soviet Union, and con be compared
only with difficulty to Hungarian or Rumanion in-
dustry. | fear that if workers councils were to develop
they would mast likely be turned into cuxiliory, con=
sultative organs of the trade unions for the purpose
of resolving questions of norms and wages. The grow-
ing complexity of indusiry hos seen the emergence
of a great mary problems that cannot be dealt with
administratively, but which need to be correctly re-
solved with the participation of the workers — ques-
tions of production norms, wages, the distribution of
bonuses, ond a good many other problems that are
difficult to resolve administratively in large enter-
prises. Workers councils may appear, but they will
not be able 1o settle problems of production, but mare
likely questions of everyday life, the material and
economic problems of workers' families.

A The reactions will be differentiated, and we

the Soviet warking class, you are not refer-

ring to the traditions of 1917, but to more re-
cent traditions. This roises the problem of the oppar-
ent possivity of the Soviet working class today. In-
deed, seen from abrood, Soviet society is notably
silent; very few people express their views, and the
working closs even less than the rest of society,
What are your views on the current situation, how
do you account for this, and what is the cutlook for
the future?

o When you speak of the specific traditions of

is possive, at least not within the meaning

of that term as it is used in the Soviet Union.
One caon speak of the passivity of the working elass
in the sense that it is not producing new polifical
ideas or currents within the USSR. And Tt would be
difficult to create a workers group or g new workers
party, Only in this sense can 1t be said that the work-

A One cannot really say that the working class



ing class is passive. But it is far from being passive
or downtredden in the sense in which we understand
the term in the Soviet Union. A good many foreign
journalists have sought permission to ottend trade-
union meetings, but this has been refused. During
union or party meetings, the workers often vigorously
criticize the local and central administration, the
regional organs such as the obkom and the gorkom,
the factory manogement. If there is an active and
well-prepared group of workers inside the factory,
they can play o role in the regulor meeting of the
union or the party if they are party members. Thiz
generally takes the form of forceful criticisms of
shortcomings in the sphere of production or in the
economic and political spheres. This creates an at-
mosphere of political activity. As a result, no foe-
tory worker will ever odmit that he is possive. Be-
couse they are not particularly well educated in the
political or cultural spheres, for example, the bulk
of their aclivity is concentrated on economic ques-
tions, |n addition, it is ecsy to mobilize the workers
to farm teams of volunteers (druvziny) to combat
hooliganism, ete, Often enough during trials of dis-
sidents, the courtroom is packed with druzinniki —
representatives of factories and the Komsomal — who
can be expected fo react in accordance with the
wishes of the odministration. These are the forms
taken by the activity of the workers. Seen from the
West, it may look a little like passivity.

How do you account for this contradiction

between the dissidents and the working class

or, to be more precise, certain representa=
tives of the working class? How is it that the dissi-
dents have failed to arouse the interest of the work-
ing class and thus break out of their isolated situa-
tion?

each other. Personally — and | think my

brother would agree with me on this — | do
not consider the freedom to emigrate, that is, to
leave the country freely and return freely, to be the
chief democratic freedom, | think the most important
one is freedom of the press, Freedom of the press
makes it possible for different social groups to com-
municate among themselves through publications,
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A There is no way they can communicate with

tracts, newspapers, magazines, pomphlets. If there
was genuine freedom of the press in the Soviet Union
as there is in England, then it would be possible to
establish contect between intellectuals and workers,
office warkers, or even other groups of intellectuals,
A dissident intellectusl can't go into a factory and
deliver a speech to the workers. For one thing, he
wouldn't be allowed through the factory gates; sec-
ond, noone would listen to him. In addition, itis
not possible to operate with a large number of peo-
ple under the present circumstances,

In his book On Socialist Democracy Roy

Medvedev quotes a dissident whe says that

up until now those members of the intelligen-
tsia Involved in the opposition movement have fought
only for their own rights os members of a social stro-
tum and that the intelligentsio has failed to develop
a broader program capable of reaching not only the
intelligentsia but also other social strata, the work-
ing class in particular. Roy would seem to agree with
this. What do you think about it yourselF?

with it, The problem of emigration is perfectly

secondary for a worker or o peasant, and he
would never take the risks invalved in giving his
backing to demands of this kind. A good many of
the intelligentsia's demands strike him as baing very
distant, and they do not affect him directly. Can-
versely, you will not find the intelligentsia mebiliz-
ing around the question of wages or the unjust distri-
bution of the national product, There have been sev-
eral cases of mass mobilizations in this country over
the gquestion of unjust economic distribution that have
not received any backing from the intelligentsia,
which, on the other hard, is capable of reacting
very strongly with hundreds of signatures in protest
against the trial of X or ¥. Of course, they are per-
fectly right to protest against these trials, but 1t's
rof enough. For example, when special bonuses for
arduous work in the Far East and in the Great MNorth
were abolished, this was o big blow to large strata
of the working closs of these regions. Mo one op-
posed this measure at the time; ne one protested. [t
was only when this measure resulted in the excdus
of a large number of people who reckoned that they
ware underpaid for the job — Siberla lost roughly @
million inhabitants between -the 195% and 1970 cen-
suses — that people began to analyze the reasons for
this exodus and began to realize that the main reason
for it was to be found in these unwise economic deci=-
sions. This was clearly established, but of the top.
Intellectuals and economists could have forecast this
result perfectly well and could have criticized these
measures while there was still time. |n that way they
could have protected o great many workers who in=
stead suddenly found themselves thrust into far worse
conditions.

A One can agree with that, ard Roy ogreed

There have been a good many declarations and pro-
tests over questions of rights, such as the fact that
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members of kolkhozi (collective farms) are not al-
lowed to hold internal passports. But people protest

a lot less when it's a question of economics, For ex-
ample, the liquidation of the MTS* profoundly dis-
organized our agriculture from on economic point of
view, and its consequences were tharoughly negative,
Mo one protested, even though this coused mossive
upheavals ameng MT5 workers: hundreds of thousands,
perhaps even a million, people were forced o seek
work elsewhere becouse they refused to join the
kolkhozi, as this would have entailed a loss of priv-
ileges they had enjoyed as workers, especially pen-
sion rights and other material advantages. Yet no

one protested. This was also bound up with the ab-
sence of freedom of the press. OFf course, it was pos-
sible to raise purely individual protests, but it would
have been impossible to get an article published in
Pravda or to hand out @ printed leaflet. Consequently,
thase who did not agree with the measure asked them-
selves: what's the point of protesting over this ques-
tion, especially as my protest will attract no atten-
tion abroad since no one is interested in this question,

tional question in the USSR, Do you think

that assimilation, by which | mean general
Russification, is an inevitable phencomenon, bound
up with the socially neutral industrial progress that
the national movements are protesting against? What
is the outlook for the national movement in the So-
viet Union, and what are your views on the rights
of a non-Russian republic to secede from the Union?

0 I'd like to osk you something about the na-

As with most national questions, there are
A two currents. | don't know much about the

situation in Central Asia. | know the situa=
tion in Georgio — where | was born — and in the
Wkraine and the Baltic lands rather better. The prob-
lem is most acute in the Baltic lands, where national
cultural troditions are the oldest and where there s
o long fradition of fighting for independence not
only against the Russiars but also against Germany,
Sweden, and Denmark. This results from a geneml
shorfcoming of the central government, which is in-
capable of farmulating a specific policy for each
nation or of taking into consideration the culture,

* Medvedev is referring to a reform of Soviet agricul-
ture carried out under Khrushchev in 1958, The main
element of this reform was the sale fo the kolkhozi
of agricultural machinery and troctors that hod pre-
viously been rented to the kolkhozi by the State
Tractor and Agricultural Machines Stations (the MTS
mentioned by Medvedev), The sale of tractors and
agricultural machinery to the kalkhozi meant the
passoge of these means of production from the nation-
alized sector of the sconamy to the non-state sector,
The elimination of the MTS posed serious problems
for the workers who had been employed there; many
refuted to be integrated into the kolkhozi becouse

of the living conditions of the kolkhozi members at
the Hime — |INPRECOR.

history, and national sentiment of sach of the dif-
ferent peoples under its sway. It has developed rather
a global approach, However, you can't take the
same attitude toward the Estonians and the Bashkirs,
even though there are more Bashkirs than Estenians,
The Estonians want to preserve their national culture
and are fighting for the restorotion of Estonion schools
and for Estenian-languoge classes. This is not the
cose with the Bashkirs. A Bashkir will do everything
in his power to give his child o Russian education
rather than a Bashkir one. He knows very well that
Bashkir culture is weak and that is has no long=stand=
ing traditions. The Bashkir languoge doesn't open up
any very exciting possibilities, and it has even come
to look rather artificial these days. So the Bashkir
makes every effort to give his children o Russian edu-
cotion,

To some extent, these nations are doomed fo assimi-
lation, and in fact a good many of them are already
assimilated: the Bashkirs, the Mordovians, the dif-
ferent peoples of Siberia. This is the cose for severol
dozen already. The situation is different for Ukraine,
Georgia, Armenia, and Estonia, among others, all
of which hove more ancient cultures and wish to pre-
serve their troditions. At the present time, there Is
no Individual approach to each of these nations.
However, education is available in Estonian, Ukrai=
nian, etc, But getting an education in the national
language may well constitute a handicap for the
child if he ever wanis to enter Moscow or Leningrad
universities, or in other domains. The education
given in the national languages is less complete than
that in Russian, and the textbocks and the teaching
are not as good. As a result, ossimilation in the Bal-
tic lands and in the Ukmaine is inevitable to some ex-
tent, This is clear in the scientific werld. Afrer the
war, greater attention was paid to national traditions,
and the Armenian Academy of Science started pub-
lishing scientific works in Armenian, the Ukrainiars
in Ukrainian, the Bielorussions in Bielorussian, etc,
This meéant — and | can refer o my own personal ex-
perience here — that | wos unable to read articles
published in the Ukrainian- language biochemistry
review. On the other band, | had no difficulty read-
ing the biechemistry publications coming from Britain

F

Tatar families dumped on Central Asian rallway platform after 1944
expulsion from Crimea,



or the United States. Today, the Poles publish a bio-
chemistry review in English, as do the Hungarians,
the Rumanians, the Swedes, etc. Conversely, the
Ukrainians still bring out their raview in Ukrainian,
and | can understand only very little of it. Similarly,
| don't know any Armenian, so | can't read an article
published in Armenian, no matter hew important it

is. To my way of thinking, o scientific work pub-
lished in Armerian constitutes o great loss in terms

of Soviet culture.,

Similarly, it is Inevitable that one language will be
dominant at the state level. When Khrushchev came
to power, he instituted o greater degree of freedom

in the use of national languages in the administration.
But this raised a great many problems. Roy has told
me of the following case. The Tajik Institute of Edu-
cational Sciences sent a letter in Tajik to the Ukraine
Institute of Educational Sciences. It thus became
necessary to find o translator copable of tromslating
from Tajik into Ukrainian. The reply was to be sent

in Ukrainian, The situation becomes even more ab-
surd for correspondence between an Armenian insti=
tute and a Tajik institute, We need a commen lan-
guage for administrative purposes; it mokes commu-
nication so much easier,

secession, and suppose there are nationalities

that have suffered, or comider they have suf-
fared, from national oppression, In some woys, this
could amount to an incitement to secession.

o Suppose the state provided for the right of

Is the basic problem helding up the promul ga=

tion of the new constitution, There are plenty
of other problems, but the national problem is the
central one. The recognition of the right of nations
to secede, coupled with the total absence of any
procedure permitting nations to exercise this right,
was the chief tharteaming of the 1936 constitution,
In fact, the first Soviet constitution took the farm
of a declaration. IF it is going to provide for certain
rights, the constitution must, osa fundamental law,
alio provide for a definite procedure whereby these
rights con be exercised. This is where the main dif=-
ficulty resides, if the constitution is to stand as a
fundamental low and not just as a simple declaration.
It should alse guarantee the rights of citizenship.
The old comstitution safd nathing about cifizenship
— wha Js entitled to be o citizen of the USSR, how
io acquire or lose Soviet citizenship, All it says is
that problems concerning citizenship are to be set-
tled by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR, which decides os it sees fit. There ore no in-
stitutional means by which citizens can lodge a com-
plaint, They can only complain to this same Presid-
ium, but to no one else, The fact that this is a decla-
ration and not o legal decument creates tremendous
difficulties regarding the odoption of the new consti-
tution. If the constitution grants the right of seces-
sion, it is parfectly normal that it should also guaran-

A Yas, it could, Indeed, the national question

tee certain mechanisms, Whether these mechanisms
function properly or not is another matter. Perhaps

a referendum would fail to give a majority in favor
of, say, the secession of Bielorusia from the Soviet
Union. But it should be for the referendum to decide
a question like this; we cannot leave the job of de-
ciding on the secession of the Bielorussion Republic
to the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, A referendum
should be held, It's os simple as that.

tion in the USSR on the eve of the fwenty=

fifth congress? Do you think tha! we will see
a neo-Stalinist type reaction after Brezhnev, os
many Soviet intellectuals fear?

o How would you describe the political situo-

dict what will happen after the twenty-fifth

congress. Suslov, Pelshe, and Grechko will
almost cerfainly be retired after the twenty=Fifth
congress, since they will be 77, 74, and 73 yeors of
age respectively, People of this age are supposed fo
resign from the Politbureou; indeed, when Mikoyan
was asked to resign from the Politbureou it was de-
cided to set the age limit for membership on the
Politbureou at 70. 5o, the oldest group should there-
fore bow out, ond it so hoppens that this is the most
comservative group. In the event that Brezhnev re-
tires For health reasons olone, | don't think that Kiri-
lenko will be the man to toke his place. Kirilenks
is not @ man of very high calibre nor of any very
great independence, and his length of tenure as prin=
cipal leader would recessarily be short because of
his oge. The Soviet system requires o long period of
stability at the top; someone can't be appointed for
a year or 56, only 1o take o fresh lack at the prob-
lem after so short a time. 5o the successor has to be
sought among men with o reasonable prospect of
being able to govern the country for o longer peried.

A Intellectuals Fear it, but it is difficult to pre=-

If Brezhnev is in good health, and if the rumaors con-
cerning his illness are unfounded, then | expect he
will remain at his post for the reason that there is no
obwvious replacement for the time being. On the other
hand, if Brezhpev does put in o request for an honor=
able retirement for medical reasons and, consequently,
a younger group does come to the fore, | don't really
see who the eventual successor could be — Grishin,
Mazurov, Andropov? As for Shelepin, the most can-
servative of the "young, " he has already been custed
from the Politbureau, Grishin, who is one of the re-
latively young members of the Politbureau, is highly
reactionary and not very intelligent, os for os | knew,
Andropov is the best educated, but people are ner-
vaus about him because he it the heod of the KGB.
And the association of ideos around this function is
alwoys bad, It's hard ho forecast. A man can mani-
fest certain character troits in one job, and other
traits in another job. When Andropov was secrefory
of the Centrel Committes he was thought of os a lib-
erol, or ot least as more liberal than others. When
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he moved to the KGB he immediately acquired a
reputation os o consermtive, It's hord to say to what
extent this reputation s justified, becouse we know
nothing about these pecple, their political views,
their ambitions, or their plans. Assuming a younger
group is due for promotion, my impression is that It

is more likely to be found among this stratum of lead-
ers, that is, the group that has most to goin from the
broodening of intermational relations and from a les-
sening of the Soviet Union's isolation, and which Is
convinced that the country can no longer be governed
by purely repressive methods,

| dan't think that there will ba o resurgence of re-
pression, As with any hand-over of power, the new
leader never feels quite sure of himsalf at first and
thus tends ta use taugher mathods. That's what hap-
pened with Brazhnev up until the Czechoslovakia af-
fair, He has become mere |iberal In recent years.
Y¥ou can see thit in his policies. He has come to feel
mare incontral of his power and thus to feel that his
room for maneuver is greater. Until 1958 he was

an uncerfain figure and he was challenged by o num-
ber of people; Shelest; Shelepin, Egorychev, and
others openly criticized his methods and his political
decisions. He was aware of his own instability, mak=-
ing concessions and taking a number of highly unpop-
ular decisions. He hesitated enormously over Czecho-
slovakia, His attitude was very hesitant in compari-
son o the "hardliners, " who were calling for rapid
oetion, Even after the oceupation he was beset by
indecision, Dubcek remained secretary of the Czech
CP for manths after the occupation, which is evidence
of hesitation within the Soviet leadership, Khrush=
chev's mathods in Hungary were far more brutal,

con play with respect to the opposition In the
USSR? In particular, what are the fosks of
the left and the extreme left?

0 What rale do you think international solidarity

fianists in the Soviet Union coll for outside

support, they should call more on the laft than
on the right, because the left s more desirous of see-
ing @ real impravement in the sconomic and political
situation and in the gereral climate inside the Soviet
Unien than the right. For the right, any political
difficulties, repression, ete., inside the USSR are
merely seen as propaganda material for use against
the Soviet Union. | think this view is partly correct,
but also partly inodequate. For ane thing, support
given by certain governmental circles in the West
o oppositionists does hove o cerfain importance, ob-
jectively speaking. To some extent, the Soviet gov-
emment is obliged to take into comsideration support
coming from certain "influentiol circles,” to use
their exprassion. But these “Influential circles” are
highly selective in their defense of appositionists.
It is notewerthy that whenever someone is fired for
having submitted o request for permission to emigrote
to Isroel, then this case of repression is immediately

A Roy Medvedey has written that when opposi-

accorded wide publicity in the West, arowsing o wave
of protests and evoking an article in the Times. On
the other hand, if someone losses his job because of
his convictions — for example, becouse he said that
the policy of the leadership is not authentically so-
cialist, or because he has expressed an opinion that
is-not arthodox, eriticizing the Soviet government's
interference in the internal affalrs of another coun=
try = in other words, if someone with distinctly lefi=
wing ideas is fired, then he will find himself isclated
with no hope of goining ony attention in the West,
It's a slightly paradoxical situation.

Thus, while it Is certainly comect to say that we
should support everyone, it is at the same time rec-
essary fo intreduce a certdin balance into this sup-
port. It is correct to support those who will in any
case enjoy a wide measure of support, even if cur
voice has little hope of making itself heard through
the chorus of protests, But it is even more necessary
to deferd those who do not enjoy wide publicity and
who suffer for correct ideas, even if these ideas are
not thought of as comect in the West, So, the West-
ern left ought te intervene to defend the right of
everyone to express their own ideas, and to defend
all those who are victims of repression because of
their ideas, their writings, or their public statements.,
But it can only express solidarity with those whose
ideas it shares; the left-wing press should back the
socialist currents within the opposition in the USSR,
offering them a chance to express themselves by af-
fording them the freedom of the press that they do
net enjoy in the Soviet Union. A certaln process of
differentiation is inevitable in this respect, Il



 an inferview ‘
Wi

beonid vhcl;

Q What do you think of the reactions of the Soviet
bureaucracy after your release, the reactions mani-
fested in the form of allusions made by some speakers
at the twenty=Fifth party congress?

al know almest nothing about these reactions, bult
it's sasy enough to predict what they are saying and
will continue to say: Plyushch is @ schizophrenic
whe has sald out to the CIA, the Zionists, and the
Russion and Lkrainian fascists,

nWhm do you think should be done to win the re-
lease of the political prisoners in the Soviet Union
and the other countries of East Europe?

A western public opinion can de a lot for the re-
lease of political prisoners if o systematic and broad

campaign is developed. But to do this you have fo
as

wage the struggle for the release of political prison-
ers on the basis of moral positions. This will help in
drawing in people of the meost varied convictions
and in gaing beyond quarrels omong organizations.
Western public opinion understands that the repres-
sion agoinst dissidents in the USSR and Chile is o
potential threat to freedom of opinion in all coun-
tries.

Many of the paragraphs of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights can serve as slogans, To these we
ought to add the following slogans:

a. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
must have the status of law in all member countries
of the United MNations.

b. The pelitical prisoners must be released in all
countries. As for terrorists and saboteurs, to demand
their release is contradictory juridically: Such a de-
mand amounts to demanding that governments with-
draw. But it is possible and necessary to struggle
against the inhuman treatment meted out to terrorists
and saboteurs and against the application of the
death penalty ogainst anyone.

There are many organizations todoy that are strug-
gling against the perssecution of dissidents. But enly
Amnesty International is struggling for amnesty for
political prisoners inall countries. But Amnesty In-
ternational does so on the basis of moral and juridical
positions. We need on international orgonization
that struggles for the democratization of all eoun-
tries, for the concrete realization of the rights of
man to political, religious, economic, and national
liberty. During the March &and 7 meeting in the
Mutualité,* there was o proposal to create such an
organization. This proposal was supported by the
thousands of people who aHended this meeting. A

*The reference is fo the "days of study" organized
by the Organisation Communiste Internationaliste
{Interrationalist Communist Organization) devoted
to the situation in the countries of the East. After
these days, the Ligue Communiste Révolutionnaire
(Revolutionary Communist League), French section
of the Fourth International, published the following
statement: "On the cccasion of the doys of study of
the Organisation Communiste Internationaliste, the
formation of a committes o defend political prisan-
ers in the countries of the Eost and West was projected.,
Amaong the Tnitial signers of the call for the formo-
tion of this committee are Plyushch, liri Pelikan,
ard James Marangé. The platform of the committee
constitutes a basls for discussion for the democratic
deferse of political prisoners. The presence of
Plyushch and Pelikan offers o guarantee that such a
committee will be broadened to include all compo-
nents of the workers movement desiring to participate
in the mobilization ogainst repression in the USSR
and in the people's democracies. The Ligue Commu-
niste Révolutionnaire commits itself to the collection
of signatures for the launching of the committee,
which, os has been shown by the action of the com-
mittee of mathematicians, could be very broad, non-
exclusive, and as representative as possible."



broad international campaign has to be developed

for the creation of such an organization.

owhu! are the major opposition currents in the So-
viet Union? Are there Marxist currents? What do
you think of the positions of Roy Medvedev?

lTha principal division of the cpposition In the So-
viet Union is the division batween the democratic
movement and the antldemocratic movement. The
chauvinists of all stripes {up to and including the
fascists) and certain far-right Christian currents con—
stitute the antidemocratic movement, But it must be
noted that numerically these groups constitute only
a very small fraction of the opposition.

As far as the democratic movement Is concerned, Tt
includes democrats who are fighting simply for respect
for Soviet law on individual freedom, religious cur-
rents that demand freedom of comscience, patriotic
currents of the various nationalities, and nec-Marx-
ists, the socialist currents, which are still not very
numerous. But Tt is necessary to stress the much foo
general ard conventional character of these labels,

The neo-Marxists are trying to analyze the couses
of the defeat of the October Revolution and the
other socialist revolutions, to analyze the changes
that have occurred in the world since the death of
Lenin, and to work out a new action program for
Marxists in the USSR. Mevertheless, | have not read
any sericus Marxist programmatic decument in the
samizdat (self-published) publications. When | was
in the USSR | believed, on the basis of what | was
able to read, that the Medvedev brothers were hon-
est and corsistent Khrushchevists, that is, that they
remained Fixed on the positions of the twentieth and
twenty-second congresses of the CPSU, | have not
yet read their recent works, so | don't know obout
the evolution of their positions.

QDE‘ you think it is possible 1o speak of a erisis of
the opposition, and if so, what are the reasons for
the crisis?

l In fact, there are certain signs of o crisis of the
opposition. | see two reasons for it, Fimt, the very
severe repression of the opposition by the KGB, a
repression that began in 1768 and was stepped up
considerably in 1972, Today the Ukrainian resistance
has in foct been crushed, but | don't think Tt will
remain so for very long. The second reason is the
gap that exists between certain currents and the
workers and peasants. Nevertheless, | think that this
situation will change for the better relatively scen.

@ What has been and what is the attitude of the
democratic oppasition toward the working closs?
Can ane speck of a gap between the opposition and
the working class? In your view, what are the pros-
pects for the opposition?

A 4s o whale, the democratic opposition fs con=
scious of the need to improve the material situation
of the workers and peasants and to eliminate the
privileges of the bureaucracy. But in the democratic
samizdat the main emphasis is placed on demands
relating to respect for legality and individual libarty,
in a manner that is not justified proportionally. It

is an essential insufficiency of the movement, al-
though it is quite correct to think that democratiza=
tion of the country is the principal task.

The majority of democrats, with the exception of
the neo-Marxists, ridicule belief in the leading role
of the working class, [t is difficult to talk about
perspectives, and still more difficult to judge the
future of this or that political current. | don't want
to-get involved in the unrewarding task of being a
prophet. Those who want to do so con go ahead,

nﬂun one speak of social and political passivity
of the working class? If so, why? lsn't this contra-
dictory with the news we have about strikes and
clashes with the police that sometime comes out of
the USSR?

A Yes, the working class in the USSR is very pas-
sive, There are many reasons for this, The main one
is the absence of organizatiors expressing the inter-
ests and consciousness of the class of workers, The
secord reason is the absence of traditions of struggle
for their interests. The third is common to all classes
in the USSR, and that is fear for one's family, fear
of lesing o good job, fear of the prisons and the
camps. The fourth reason is a deep distrust of all
propaganda and all agitation.

Werkers strikes and demonstrations in the USSR are
very rare. They are evidence only of discontent
against the regime and not of activity on the part
of the workers.

ﬁtn the West the youth are in the vaonguard of the
revelutionary movement. How do you see the present
situation of Soviet youth, both workers and students?
What is the attitude of youth toward the bureaucratic
regime?

ATH& youth constifute an important part of the reli-
giows and national movements, Unfortunately, this

is also true of the fascist currents (pro-Soviet and
anti-Sovief] . Also unfortunately, there are not very
many youth in the democratic movement properly so
called, This is explained by the fact that the religi-
ous and national movements are in large measure ema-
tional movements. Disgust for official ideclogy re-
bounds on ideclogies that imply not emoticns but a
logie, an analysis, and programs.

The aottitude of the greatest part of the youth toward
the bureaucratic regime is aither an attitude of dis-
gust (conscious or unconscious) or ind iFference,



n Socialism also means the |iberation of women,
Can one speak of |iberation of women in the USSR?
Con one speak of specific forms of oppression of
women? :

lﬁ: far as the specific features of the exploitation -
of women In the USSRare concerned, there is an ab-
solutely remarkable article by a Ukmainian patriot,
Evgeny Sverstivk, called "For the Celebration of
Woman." (E. Sverstiuk is presently ina comp in
Mordowvia.) | can offer you my opinion on the sub=
ject briefly,

In the wark place, women are equal to men, They
get equal wages and have full possibilities for promo=
tion on the job. Among the highest bureaucrats, men
predominate, Unfortunately, equality on the job has
an opposite side. Women ore alsc employed for hard
physical labor. Daily problems and children foke up
almost all the free time women have. So the formal
equality of opportunity for intellectual training turns
out to be inequality in practice. So from this ctand-
point, women are diseriminated ogainst.

aonﬂ get the impression that the national ques-
tian is one of the major controdictions of bursaucratic
society today, What do you think of this? Whatare
the reosans for it7 What perspectives do you see?
What is the link, in your view, between the national
question and the struggle agoinst the bureaucracy ?

AThe national question i one of the most complex
problems in the USSR, You have to make a distinc-
tion between spiritual oppression and material op-
pression of nationalities.

Spiritually, one can say that the Soviet government
consciously and unconsciously puriues the policy of
Tsarism. The Russification of culture and the falsifi-
eation of the history of all peoples (including the
Russian peocple) are some of the aspects of this policy,
Behind verbal internationalism lurks great Russian
chauvinism. One of the most repugnant manifesta-
tians of this chauvinism is anti-Semitism, which 1s
applied under the pretext of anti-Zionism (urder
Stalin it was colled the “struggle ogaimt cosmopoli-
tanism"}, but also the departation of the Crimean
Tatars, the Meskhets, and the Black Sea Gresks,
deportations which Stalin carried out by accusing
these peoples of "treason to the fatherland."” Can

a whale people be traitors? Traitors to whom? To
the Russian people?

Materially, Ttdoes not seem to me that there has
been specific notional oppression, with the excep=-
tion of the Jews, who have difficulty getting into
institutions of higher educotion and to posts of res=-
ponsibility. On the contrary, certain peoples live
better than the Russian people. The reasons for bu=
reaucratic gredt=-power chouvinism are complex, and
it is not possible to onalyze them in an interview.
Lenin hod alreody denounced the germs of this chau-
YiInreEm.
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The bureaucrocy is the essential source of this great-
power chauvinism. The naotionalism and chauvinism

of the non-Russian peoples is o reaction to this. The
role of the bureaucracy in this chauvinist policy is
more and more understood by non-Russian palriots,
Also, it seems to me that the struggle of nations for
their self-determination will take on an increasingly
antibureaucratic character, fusing with the democratic
movement,

| would like to add one more thing. Bureoucratic
nationalism is reflected in the consciousness of the
popular masses, Contempt and hatred for other peo-
ples is developing, One of the arguments of narrow
Soviet nationolism is this: "We feed them all, we
defend them all, but they're o bunch of ingrates, "
This is one of the reasons why many people hailed
the invasion of Czechoslovakia, The belief that "we
are the best" is repugnant and leads to national mes-
sianism,

nHuw will the new Five-year plan affect the stan-
dard of living of the populer masses?

Al think that the difficulties of bureaucratic man-
agement of the economy will increase, and this will
obviously have consequences on the standard of liv-
ing of the popular masses,

0 How would you envisoge relations omong people
in the future socialist society?

ll am not o great believer in futurology, although
it appears to be o necessary science, It is difficult
and risky to predict what the future society will be
like. The best evocation of communist society is
found in Marx, in the Philosephical and Economic
Manuscripts of 1844, But the description Is simulta-
neously complicated and brief, Socialist society will
be something in between capitalism and communism.
Thus, human relationships in this society will have
both features of the new society and features of the
old, inhuman society,

QDc you think a gradual democratization of Soviet
society is possible?

Alhop-e 0.

ol:llu you think thata wing of the Soviet bureau-
crocy is favorable to o democratization of Soviet
society and fs copable of carrying this aut?

ArG, 1 don't think so.
oﬂu you think that the twenty=-fifth party congress
means d strengthening of the present leading team?

li don't know. l



The ald Uruguay died for good with the defeat of the
general strike of July 1973, In the old Uruguay they
odded up cows and votes to create a bourgeois de-
mocrocy supporfed by a broad mass base. Today the
cows are still areund, but there is nobody to buy
them any more, The ballot box has been replaced

by boots, bankers, and Bordaberry. The crisis has
eaten away the walue of both cows and votes and
has impelled the exploiters to atlack the gains of the
warkers, primarily their wages and the democratic
rights that made it easier for them to struggle in de-
fense of their interests, The change was big. The
leap frem bourgeois democracy to o particularly anti-
working-class and repressive Bonapartism constituted
the epilogue of a war waged by the workers ogainst
the bourgeois offensive for about a decade, The ouf=
come of the final battle, the two weeks of general
strike agaimst the coup, tipped the scoles decisively.
The employers won this war, defeated the workers,
and prepared themselves to take maximum advantage
of their supremacy .

The aim of this article is to analyze this reality in
order to help to transform it, The magnitude of the
defeat of the Uruguayan workers requires of us, par-
ticularly as Trotskyists, that our analysis be sharply
critical — even self-critical — for that is the only
point of departure that can define o correct policy,
which s needed to reorganize the proletariat, over-
throw the dictatorship, and develop the revelution=-

ary party,

The basic causes of the eoup were the danger of the
rise of the workers struggles and the inability of a
divided bourgeoisie to hold back those struggles by
means of its democratic institutions. The putichists
intervened into this social and institutional pancrama
in o preventive manner, moving before the aggrava-
tion of these two elements (especially the first) could
make the opemation much more dangerous, This, then,
was the first objective of the putschists: crush the
workers in order to defend capitalism, which was
confronted by an economic, social, political,and
institutional crisis. Further on we will examine their
plans in more detail.

The task of the putschists was made easier by the
policy of the Convencidn Nacional de Trabajadares
{CNT = National Warkers Confederation), which
was led by the Communist party, the Frente Amplia
{Brood Front, an interclass bloc), and the majority
of the left, which hod unanimously expresed con=
fidence in the good intentions of the supposed|y
"Peruvian-style" officers who hod burst onto the po-
litical scene with the semi-coup of February 1973,
The same policy of betrayal of the workers that al=
lowed the putschists to odvance without meeting re-
sistance was later to lead to the defeat of the gen-
eral strike through which the masses responded spon-
taneously when the coup become a reality. At first,
the Stalinizsts and their allies tried o negotiate with
the government, and later with a sector of the mili-
tary that was counted on for @ countercoup, The
strike was givan a defensive coloration 0 as nat to
frighten potential bourgeois allies.

Neither the CP nor the ultraleftists, who made a
bloc with the CP about two days before the end of
the strike, called for going over to the offensive,
for organizing the population around the occupied
factories, for establishing workers contrel in these
faciories, for mobilizing and taking the streets, for
forming armed self-defense pickets, and for warking
out o tactic.aimed at dividing the armed forces, All
this awaited the decision of o "progressive" sector
of the employers. The result is well known, Only
the Trotskyists of the Partide Revolucionario de los
Trabojodores de Uruguay (PRTU — Uruguay Revolu-
tionary Workers party) posed this offensive and revo-
lutionary orientation for the strike, although with
errors ond imprecisions, But cur party lacked the
strangth to modify the course of the struggle, The
betrayal of the Stalinists paved the way for the end
of a prerevolutionary stage which, during the final
two days of the strike, had taken on revolutionary
charac teristics, A countarrevolutionary stage then
opened up, A stage we are still living through today,

Once they had defeated the strike, the pubschists
consolidated their power, Nat because they ware
able to resolve the economic crisis or becouse they
had wen the bulk of the bourgsoisie to their cause,



and still less becouse they were able to develop a
petty-bourgeois base of suppart, The fundamental
cause of the dictatorship's relative stability — with=
in which crises may break out periodically — was
the magnitude of the defeat of the workers. The na-
tional bourgecisie can have — ord does hove — some
spats with the proimperialist dictatorship. What it
lacks is sufficient strength to overturn it, The deci=
sive forces ore imperialism and the prolatariat. The
dictatorship consolidated itseif on the basis of the
historic defeat of the proletariat.

Why do we characterize the defeat this way, even
though there was no civil war in which the prole=-
tariat exhausted all of its forces? We do so for two
fundamental reasons that are, to a certain extent,

peculiar to the Uruguayan process,

In the first place, the coup that took place in L=
guay differed from the Chilean coup and similar ul=
tra=reactionary coups in that these coups began with
an ultra-repressive "explosion” — made possible by

a certain mass social bose — in order later fo move

to more "normal” forms of repression. This did not
happen in Uruguay, for twa basic reasons: The putsch=
ists naver had o mass social base on which to carry

it out, and they did not have to confront an armed
resistance that would heve compelled them to do so
nevertheless, But the repression did foke on a system-
atic and persistent character determined by the fact
that the dictatorship lacked mass social roots, which
forced it to govern as though it were occupying the
country against the will of the overwhelming majority
of the population, For the dictatoship, easing the
repression would heve meant beginning to weave the
rope with which the regime itself would have been
hanged.

Let us take a look at some focts that confirm this,
The number of comrodes murdered during the strike

is insignificant when compared to the number mur-
dered by torture after the consolidation of the dicta-
torship. During the height of repression, in the midst
of the strike, obout 2,000 prisoners were loken (who
were added to the 3,000 or 4,000 who hod already
been imprisoned before the coup.) Twoand o half
years later, a raid ogainst the CP netted 1,400 pris-
oners — and this without any social struggle. The
new prisoners were odded to the approximately 8, 000
pecple already in jail . What would we say if three
years ofter o defeat of the French workers there were
200,000 political prisoners, or 1 million prisoners

in Morth America? How could we avoid noting that
what we would be dealing with would be a defeat

of historic proportions? But those are the figures
that are equivalent fo the number of political pris-
oners now being held in Uruguay.

Although the number of prisoners is a very important
index of the magnitude of the defeat of the workers,
it does not seem to us that this is the decisive fac-
tor preventing a recovery of the workers, We beliave
that the second element is even more important:
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The emigration of hundreds of thousands of young
workers from the country, It is impossible to nail
down the exact figure, but estimates range between
400,000 ond 500,000, that is, obout 15 or 20 per-
cent of the population.

The emigration of such a large portion of the popula-
tion takes on a qualitative significance. This is not
a peasant migration, but an urban one; it includes

a section of the most active and resolute layers,
educated people and rebels, particularly among the
youth, as well as elements of the industrial prole-
tariat and the rodicalized middle class.

The emigration, the econemic crisis, the repression,
and the lack of a revolutionary leadership with any
real weight amang the masses have combined to
make it extremely difficult to reorganize the work-
ers; these factors thus aid indirectly in the consoli-
dation of the dictatorship. Only an important
change in the relationship of class forces in the
neighboring countries or in the world revelution as
a whole can modify the present trerd, which points
to a rather prolonged period for the recovery of the
Uruguayan workers.

How to characterize the
dictatorship

Uruguay is now living through o counterrevolution-
ary period in which the relationship of forces is
gquite faverable to the bourgeoisie, while the pre-
letariat has been unable to recaver from the histo-
ric defeat it suffered at the hands of the armed
forces and Bordaberry,

These twio sectort, each with a different waight,
consttute the government, |t Is o government that
has been consolidated through the defeat of the work=
ers movement and that draws its main support from
the politico-military apparatus, Yarkee impecialism,
and the "axis" made up of the financial bourgeci-
sie, the owners of the meat industry, and the ex-
port industries. It is @ government that must be de-
fined as Bonapartist and ultra-reactionary, but not
fascist, for to be fascist it would have to rely on,

or to have previously relied on, the active support
of some important sector of the petty bourgeoisie,
which is precisely the opposite of what has oc-
curred .

The main pillar of the government is ifs own armed
forces. The totally secondary character of the role
played by the army in the political and eccnomic
|ife of the country until anly o Few years age leods
us to believe that it is not likely that the ormy
could have established itself as a sharply distinct
caste within the space of four or Five years, and
more particularly since the coup, But there is no
doubt that such o process is under way. The basis of
the army's privileges lies in the fact that the mili-
tary budget represents 55 percent of the total nation-
al budget, And in evaluating the significance of
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this sum, it must be remembered that these are armed
forces of internal repression; only a tiny amount is
spent on heavy and sophisticated weaponry, which
is expensive,

The army's growing infervention in all the organs of
the state apparatus is considerably broadening its
field of economic opperturnities, which are seized
upon through wheeling and dealing, bribes, and
graft of all varieties,

The two sectors that, along with the military, appro-
priate the lion's share of the national income are
Yankee imperialism and the previously mentioned
"axis." The first octs mainly through its loans, Fi-
nance copital, the Chevron (Standard Qil} petrole-
um concession, and the totality of activities it car-
ries out jointly with the financial oligarchy and the
export industries {ond also, of course, with the land-
owners). The second is made up of an oligarchy
whaose structural base lies in the sectors mentioned
above, but which constantly directs its copitol to-
ward conjuncturally more profitable areas of the
economy, from currency speculation to industry to
cattle rustling.

From this description it follows that there is an ac-
cumulation of interbourgecis contradictions: be~
tween imperialism, which wants a reduction in mili-
tary spending, and the officers, who defend their
privileges; between the officers who, basing them-
selves on the state apparatus, are attempting to
transform themselves into partners and competitors
of the oligarchy, and the imperialists, who are in
turn their portners and competitors. More generally,
@ contradiction is developing between those wha
held power and are thus the main beneficiaries of
the division of surplus value and the bulk of the re=
maining bourgeoisie. More precisely, with all the
bourgeois sectors that have been unable to get their
piece of the plunder of the country in one form or
anather, particularly a growing number of ranchers
not linked to the meat distribution and export in-
dustry and the banks. The strong contraction of the
world meat market makes it difficult for them to run
their ranches profitably; this makes them even more
vulnerable to the greedy policy of the meat pack-
ers and exporters, but does not exempt them from the
rather high taxes. The clashes of this sector with the
government have even led to the imprisonment of
the president of the Rural Federation and of other
leaders of that organization,

Plans of the government

The government's programs respond to a specific ob-
jective: to win maximum benefits for imperialism
and its lasser indigenous partners, To do this it is
necessary to reconstruct the Uruguayan economy,

to partially modify the role of exporter of meat and
wool assigned to it by the world division of labor,
and to adapt the state apparatus to its new functions
and opportunities,

The central ebjective of the Yankee bankers, for
whom Vegh Villegas wos o functionary before he
took over the post of minister of economics, is fo
tramsform the city of Montevideo into the financial
center of their activities throughout the "southermn
cone." They want a sort of Bahamas or Hong Kong,
but one that alsa has cows and can this be used o
establish subsidiary industries complementary to or
distinct from those the Yankee octopus already pos-
sesses in Argenting or Brozil,

In erder to accomplish this, they had not enly to
crush the workers movement, but also to take two
initial decisive mensures: the establishment of free
exchange, which meant the abolition of trade con-
trols, and the pasage of an investment law that
would open the country up to imperialism.

One of the main objectives of the plan is the devel-
opment of the export industries in an attempt to chan-
nel the majority of them into becoming complemen-
tary to the export industries of the Cuenca del Plata,
This palicy is based on the one hand on the insigni-
ficance of the domestic Urvguayan market and on

the other hand on the large profits the ruling mono-
polies could make if they managed to centralize

their production or diversify it on the basis of lower
operating costs, ln eddition, this policy is in the
interests not only of imperialism but alse of some sec-
tors of the national bourgesisie in the varicus coun-
tries, Uruguay hos two advantages In implementing
this pelicy: Tts geographical location in the Cuenca
del Plata and its wages (although the Argentine cri-
sis has reduced this lotter advantage considerably) .
But it has one great disadvantage: its very poor na-
tural resources (almost complete lack of minerals
arr, at least so far, hydrocarbons) .

So far, the development of new industrial sectors is
enly incipient, The two main new industries, fish-
ing and oil, begon opemting recently. Fish exports
did not excead $4 million last year, and the oil in-
dustry, which has just now been set up, will require
considerable time before it becomes profitable {this
also depends on whether prospecting results are posi-
tive),

The twe other big problems the government plan in-
tends to deal with are inflafion and the national
budget deficit, which is caused by the extremely
high cost of the bureaucratic -military state machine
(80 percent of the budget goes to pay salaries).

The part of the plan whose realization is most ad-
vanced is the conversion of Montevideo into a fi-
nancial hub, a center of usury and speculation for
the "southern cone."” As partial but illustrative data,
we may mention that foreign depesits in private
banks have increased 600 percent ond that the state
has doubled its planned sales of treasury bonds in
foreign currencies (without altering deposits in na-
tional currency). This, in addition to the opening of
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new branches of foreign banks, it only the most visi-
ble and modest aspect of the progrom.

The investment law, which the imperialist press de-
seribed as "particularly attractive, " has encouraged
the entry of some foreign capital from varicus sources
(Yankee,. Japanete, and ltalian, among others}. In
general, this capital has been used to buy old plants
in order to renovate them and adapt them to new
uses,

As for the plans for industrial development, their
application has been slow and difficult, For exam=
ple, sales to Argentina have amounted to only 10
percent of the export value that had been approved
by the Uruguayan govermnment. The explanation for
this is simple. Although this policy favors the im-
perialist monopolies and a sector of the national
bourgenisie, it simultaneously injures another sec-
tor, which thus resists and erects obstacles, On the
basis of this general charocterizotion — the inabil=
ity of the bourgeoisie in the region to bring their
interests into o more or less profound harmeny — it
is impertant to analyze whethar the tlow pace of ap-
plication of the plans will continue, as oppears to
be the case, or whether there will be some occeler=
ation,

On the problem of inflation, the government man=-
oged to achieve considerable success, diminishing
the rate of inflation from 107.26 percent in 1974 to
66,84 percent in 1975 (20 percent higher than ini=
tially expected), This was accomplished nat on the
basis of o substantial increase in production, but in=
stead through the contraction of the domestic marke!
through the dual effects of emigration and low wages
which permitied the amount of meney In circulation

to be reduced.

On the question of the budget, the results were quite
different, We lock the year-end figures, but for the
third quarter the deficit was 27,1 percent instead of
the predicted 14 percent; moreover, the tendency
was toward further increases, so it is likely that the
total deficit for the year will be three times higher
than hod been expected. The explanation for this is
clear: The officers would not occept cuts

in their budget, ond the government cannot make re-
ductions in the rest of the budget without moving o
massive layoffs of functionaries. To resort to this
measure with a private sector that is incapable of
absorbing even the present reterve army of labor
would be to create o dongerous focus of social ten-
sion, which the regime appears to want to avoid

for the moment.

It seems to us, contrary to the cpinion of the entire
left, that the regime is beginning to achieve a cer-
taln economic respite, For the prasent, all.this
means is that the depth of the crisis has eosed slight=-
ly, not that it has been resolved or is even on the
road to being solved. The accentuation of the de-
formed ond dependent chomcter of the economy,
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the superexploftation of the workers, the expulsion
of nearly a fifth of the population, and the toral
surrender to imperialism constitute the price that has
been paid for this respite,

This year will be decisive in determining the general
trend of the economy. And here once ogain, as dur-
ing the period of Vegh Villegas, the decisive point
will be whether or nat it ix possible to tell meat and
wool at favorable prices,

The workers and students
movements

Earlier we mentioned the basic factors making a re-
covery of the workers difficult (defeat, economic
crisis, emigration, repression}. To this we must add
another factor, this one subjective: o skepticism
based on o confused and embryonic comsciousness
that the struggle wos not waged os it should have
been ot the right time ond that now the consequences
are being paid. As for baock as 17584 the workers had
voted fo lounch a general strike in the event of @
coup; they reiterated this resolution time and time
again; they heard their Stalinist leaders respond to
those who demanded that this strike be prepared by
claiming that everything was ready, that the strike
would be “insurrectional, " that the party had all
the weapons it needed. Hence, the workers can only
feel disoriented, demobilized, and defeated, espe-
cially since a great number of them believed the
lies of the Stalinists.

The policy of the CP aofter the end of the strike only
complicated the problem still further. Incopable of
telling the masses the truth and of properly labeling
the defeat the workers had suffered, the CP decided
to continue lying, to claim that the workers mave-
ment had not been defeated, that the leadership of
the CNT hod simply acted like the Vietnamese, or-
dering a toctical retreat in order to waoken the ene-
my and then return to the offensive (this was the of-
ficial balance-sheet of the strike drown by the CNT
leadership).

During 1974 the Portuguese revolution allowed the
Stalinists more propitious propagandist conditions

for presenting their old aspiration of bringing "pro=-
gressive" officers to power, Montevideo was covered
with CP posters beoring such slogans as "Doas in
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Portugall For a democratic and patrictic govern=
menr!"

But the CP did not limit imself to propaganda. It
resolved to call upon the workers to make new sac=
rifices, In August 1974 the CP lounched one of the
strongest ond most combative unions, one which had
remained intoct, into struggle alone. The construc-
Hen workers were brutally repressed. Military pa-
trols went from work site to work site with a list of
activists to arrest, Totally without leadership, the
workers were nonetheless able to strike for twenty-
four hours, The price of the CP's adventurs was that
the trade-union organization in the construction in-
dustry wos broken and the possibility of this union's
#merging as one of the linchpins in the process of
the recovery and reorganization of the working
class was eliminated,

At present, the workers movement continues fo be
passive and disorgonized, with the exception of o
few fsoloted clashes. There is still some octivism in
some unions, largely based on CP members, but the
latest wave of repression has had considerable effact
on these embryonic forms of organization,

The workers movement is defeated and demoralized,
headed by a CP — or what's left of it = that lacks
any program and policy copable of offering the work-
ers a clear way forward, As long and difficult as the
struggle may be, the central task of revolutionaries
can only be to Fight to medify this situation, to pre-
sent clear proposals to the workers, to press for

their reorganization, gaining their respect and con-
fidence and taking the lead in all their struggles,

no matter how small and partial they may be,

The student movement, particularly the university
sactor, has been slightly more active than the work-
ers during the past year, MNonetheless, here again

similar problems of leadership are posed, The most
advanced sectors, like the medical students, have
launched fsolated, ill conceived, and badly orga-
nized octions, one of which ended in the arrest of
300 comrodes,

The CP, with its ultraleftist-opportunist policy, had
dragged along the majority of the other currents,
thus aiding in the decapitation of all the sectors of
the vanguard that remained or were re-emerging.
Stalinism in Uruguay will not take the initiative in
a long defensive struggle in which every position,
no matter how small, must be corefully defended
and trarsformed into a springboard for new small ad-
vances, thus gradually moving toward the develop-~
ment of the strength and independent organization of
the workers. But that is the only thing that can al-
low us to seriously Face the struggles, as difficult as
they may be, A fight led in this manner, even if it
is defeated, con show the way forward. It is an irony
of history that anarchist-style spontonéism was ap-
plied in Uruguay by Stalinism.

But the ald pundits of the CP are not applying this
policy out of ignorance, They lounch isolated bai-
tles and send the best elements into slaughters as
part of a deliberate policy: to bring pressure to bear
and knock ot the gates of the barrocks in an attempt
to rouse the "progressive” officers from their long
slumber,

Situation within the left

The repercussions of the defeat an the different orga-
nizations and militants of the workers mavement has
been varied. |t appears to us that, even simplifying
reality, we can distinguish four phenomena within
the organized workers movement:

* The very broad miliev of militants and sympa-
thizers of nearly all the left groups — especially the
CP and the guerrillas — have become demoralized
and have abardoned political struggle.

* As the organization with the greotest links to
the proletariat, the CP had a strong Internal cohe=
sion and was the only force having significant weight
in Uruguay; it was one of the few organizations that
= up to the time of the coup — did not undergo o
process of internal discussion and political struggle,
or at least so it appeared from the outside.

* In the guerrilla and ultraleftist organizations,
the discussion not only led to splits, os in the cose
of the MLN (MNational Liberation Movement), but
also to a serious self-criticism of their terrorist past,
which instead of bringing them to Marxism — in deeds
and not just In words — led them to popular-front=
type class collaborationist positions; to a certain ex-
tent, they returned to their original starting points,
the national |iberation movement or front,

* Ona much smaller numerical level, small
groups or foctions within larger currents are trying
to draw the fundamental conclusions of the experi=
ences through which they have lived.
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Here we would like to especially lock at the prob-
lem of popular frontism. The importance of this
question derives not only from the fact that the Tupa-
marcs and other smaller parties and groups held such
a strategy, but also from the fact that this was the
common heritage of the entire left, with the excep-
tion of the Trotskyists,

This entire policy is aimed — whether consciously or
not is of little importance — ot preparing an alliance
with the bourgeois oppositionists {or their "shadows"
or petty=bourgesis agents). |t iz the democratic
noose that tightens around the neck of the proleta-
riat once it has destroyed the dictatorship through

its struggle. The bourgeoisie makes enormous efforts
to prevent a Portuguese-style situation from develop=
ing after the fall of the dictatorship, In any event,
the cost js small, They will even sign some declara-
tions calling for the overthrow of the dictatorship,
promise "structural™ changes, issue some publico-
tions, while waiting for the masses to bring down the
dictatorship to that the bourgeois oppositionists con
take its place by virtue of their allionce or excel-
lent diptomatic relations with the "left."

It is clear that these “fronts” are much more symbo-
lic than real, since today it is impossible to form @
frant of any real weight without the participation of
the CP and some figures representing the bourgeoi-
sie, Monetheless, in the UAL {(Unidn Artigisto de
Liberacidn), for exampla, ultraleftist and centrist
groups participate alongside bourgeois figures, cer-
tainly ill-regarded by most of the bourgeoisie, like
Michellini and Ero.

This palicy of fronts with the bourgesisie in which
nzarly all the left is engaged is the best service
they could render capitalism. |t means to prepare
and oil the altermative bourgeois mechanism in cose
the dictatorship falls or is liquidated by the masses.

The differences that now exist between the CP ond
the majority of the ultraleftists on how to apply this
policy are not differences in confent; rather, they
are differences over which sectors the alliances
should aim at Involving, At the moment, the CP holds
that the only sclution can come from the armed
forces, and it is here that the efforrs should be con-
centrated (without, of course, neglectiag the ci-
villans entirely). The majority of the ultralefiists
and centrists — correctly — cannot forget that the
"progressive” officers were the ones doing the tor=-
turing and killing, the ones who viciously destroyed
the guerrillas and ferociously repressed the workers,
They thus orient Yoward the civilian bourgecis oppa-
sitlonists.

Are we Trotskyists then crazy for not realizing that
we must all join forces today to destroy our main ene=
my, the dictatorship? No, we are not crazy. We
propose the fermation of o workers united front fo
recrgonize the workers and fight the dichatorship.

We are not willing to join any front with the bour-
geoisie, nor to sign any common program with the
"demacratic" exploiters, but we are the most insis=
tent defenders of the need to struggle together in
comman oction in proctice (for example, a demon=
stration for freedom of the press or cssembly or for
the release of political prisoners). We want o teor
off the dictatericl mask of the bourgeoisie, but not
in order to replace it with a democratic mask, We
want to and must make use of the contradictions of
cur class enemy, but in the service of the struggle
for workers power. Fér this reason, even if they
agree fo carry out common actions with the workers,
we will not eease our criticisms and attacks on the
bourgeois oppositionists, for they remain cur ene-
mies.

The tasks of Trotskyism

Uruguay provides one of the most complete tests of
where the guerrilla conception leads; likewise, it
shows the results of CP leodership of the trade=union
movement. Obviously, various ultraleftist and op-
portunist currents can still play an important role.
But this does not invalidate the most important con-
clusion that flows from the preceding analysis: There
ore great subjective possibilities for the development
of Trotskyism. But for this development to take place
ta its full extent, the relationship of class forces
has to be shifted, and the Trotskyists must play an
important role in this, starding in the front lines of
the reorganization of the warkers movement an the
basis of o class palicy.

The present regression makes it difficult for the ex-
perience of the Tupamaros or the CP (especially the
CP) to be understood in depth or for the small num-
ber of activists now coming forward to be able to
judge the positions of the revalutionary Marxists
against those of the Stalinists or ultraleftists in proc-
tice. It will be in the struggle to reorganize the
workers movement and bring down the dictatorship
that the Trotskyists will have to develop as en al-
ternative leadership.

To achieve these objectives — which in general
terms relate to leading the proletariat to power —
we Trotskyists must draw all the conclusions of the
process, including that undergone by our own orga-
nization. We must draw the lessons of reality and of
our own errors, on the basis of the Leninist principle
thot "the ottitude of o party toward its own mistakes
is ane of the most important and relioble ways of
judging the sericusness of this porty and how it ful-
fills its duties toward its class and toward the toil-
ers. " This is the criterion we intend to apply in ana=-
lyzing the blow repression dealt to our party in March-
April 1975 and to our whole pelicy,

The program and tasks facing the Uruguayan Trotsky-
ists must, we believe, revolve around this axis: re-

u__ll'_pnize the workers movement on the basis of strug-
gles for its elementary demands and for the overthrow




of the dictatorship, preparing the workers' road to

p_awer through these struggles,

In pursuing these objectives we believe it is neces-
sary fo work out o program that at the present time
can be used anly in the propagandist explanation of
our positions and te recruit to our party by ones and
fwos. In the future, however, this program will be
able to serve os a guide for the workers when they
begin to struggle again. The program that Follows is
of o very general character; many of its slogans will
have to be modified accoarding to the axigencies of
reality. Likewise, it does not include many slogars
that are indispensoble in a prerevolutionary period
or during a struggle for power. It is a defensive pro-
gram that also contains two slogans (on the party
and the regime) which we believe we must insist on,
even under the present conditians in our country, for
reasons of political education. We also include a
general anti-imperialist slogon, which will have to
be rounded out and complemented by the demand far
workers control i

* For general wage increases to |ift buying power
back to the level of January 1967 . For outomatic
adjustmants to increases in the cost of living., Against
unemployment: for the division of working hours
without reduction in pay; for the naticnalization of
factories threatened by closure. For the abrogation
of the decree permitting layoffs without compensa-
tion. For guoranteed jobs for oll emigronts whe wish
to return to the counlry. For respect for the right
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of unionization on the foctory, industrial, and na-
tional level. For the legalization of the CNT and

the proscribed unions. For the utilization of every

scrap of legality that aids in the recrganization of

the workers movement .

* For freedom of the press and assembly. For the
legalization of all political parties end the elimina-
tion of the bans. Immediate release of all political
prisoners, Unconditional amnesty fo permit the re-
turn of all exiles. For the overthrow of the dictator=
ship and the organization of free elections without
restrictions or political prisoners,

* For the expulsion of imperialism from the coun=
try and the expropriation of its property.

* For the workers united front to reorganize the
workers and bring down the dictatorship. Against
any popular or democratic front, For the unity In ac-
tion of all those prepared to carry out actions on
points in defense of the workers.,

* Far the construction of a Trotskyist party capable
of leading the proletariat to power,

* For a workers and people's government that ex-
propriates and destroys the dictatorship of the ex-
ploiters through revelutionary means. For the Latin
American Sociallst Federation.
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Sabin frana!

O\t comrade Sabin Arana, who has hod tuberculosis for more than fourtean years, has, during the
latt several vears of his datention 1n Francolst prisons, begun to suffer from a serious kidney disease,
-ty First diognosed as renal tubsrculosis by o prison "doctor, ™
the malady was recognized os kidney stones after o year
and o half of treatment. (This means thet for eighteen
lang months, Sobin was treated with products that ac-
tually worsened his fllness.)

Since the end of Décember, Sabin has been in the prizon
hospital of Carebanchel, whare he arrived ofrer many
years a3 an exemplary mililant: arrested three times,
tartured for a total of neorly eighteen days, imprisonad
since March 3, 1948, that s, for the post eight years.
During this time he has participated in eight hunger
strikes and has been condemned to punishments that
have totaled mare than 300 days in solimry confine=
ment and the lows of sixleen yeors suspended senfences,
Condemned by the Tribunal of Public Order and by
military tribunals to a total of thirty-twe years in prisen,
he has baen in the prisors-of San Sebantion, Madrid,
Santandar, Burgos, and Segovio; on August 28, 1975
(the day the trial of Garmendio and Otoegui cpened)

hie was suddenly fransfered to Puerto de Sonta Maria, although he hed been in the midst of o hur=
ger strike, along with elevan of his comrades,

He was later brought to Modtid under ferrible conditions: Alfhough he was urinating blood, he
traveled from Puerto de Sonta Merio bound hand ard foot, folded into a ball, and was thrown
into o dungeon cell for nearly twalve hours. He anived exhausted. Shartly thereafter, he stopped
urinating blood — becouse he stopped urinoting oltogether. A probe had fo be introduced.

Mow [Mareh 1), the doctars have decided fo operate. Abave all, we must Tmpose indispensable
medical guarantees, Amna's right to choose o non=prison haspital for his operation and recovery.
An intemational campaion hos begun, Sobin Arana, who has been o militant for sixteen years
(first in the old ETA before 19679, than in the ETA=VI, then in the LCR/ETA-VI), B one of the
mott respected and esteemed comrodes among o whole ganerotion of militants of all organizations
whe have lived with him In'the six or seven prisons in which he has spent the last seven or eight
yoars, ‘We must win his |iberation, save him sc he may continue the struggle to which he has de-
vated his life.

And along with him, J. Antonio Garmendia, Antenio Durén, and Heracio Fernandez Inguanzo,
all thees of them ill, must be released immediately! MEDICAL GUARAMTEES FOR THE POLIT-
ICAL PRISOMNERS| FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISOMERS]

At o Chrysler foctory, freedom for Antanio Durin was included among the workers demands, and
on February 28 an assembly of miners in Migtes demanded the release of Horacio Fernandez In-

= -1

That is the rood thot mast be followed |

{From Combate, central organ of the LCR/ETA=VI.)
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