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CICAP: an example

The following Interview with a member of the soldiers’ commission of the RASP (Artillery
Regiment of Serra do Pilar) wos taken in Porto on October 15, It describes the struggle
against the general staff's dissolution of the CICAP, the Instruction Center for Military

Vehicle Drivers in Porta.

Question. Can you tell us why the CICAP was dis-
solved by the general staff of the northern mil itary
region? What was the military and political impor-
tance of the CICAP? What is the significance of this
measure?

Answer. As a military unit, the CICAP was not very

imparctant; it didn't hove many weapons. |t was an jn=-
struction center for outomabile drivers, and that's all,

It's importance in the Military Region of the North
(RMN) was essentially political. The dissalution was
supposed fo set an example, The chasm between the of-
ficers and soldiers in CICAP was very wide, for several
reasons. First of all, the training was very reactionary,
One of the sergeants, for instance, was an old PIDE
candidate. (PIDE was the Salazarist secret police —
INPRECOR.) One of the noncoms was an ax-member
of the Portuguese Legion. The soldiers, on the other
hand, had become the most combative of the whole re-
gion. They are working class in origin, which is under-
standable comsidering the technical knowledge required
in such a unit, Also, the CICAP had played a vanguard

role in April 25 in the Morth, This had stimulated a
radicalization among the militia officers. Some of these
militia officers hod been in charge of the struggle against
the ELP in the Morth. (The ELP, Portuguese Liberation
Army, is a fascist military gang — INPRECCR.) They
had recently come back to the barracks. In fact, they
had resigned from the general staff when the militarist
Brigodier General Veloso was named o replace General
Carvacho as commander of the RMMN,

This combativity was expressed on September 11, 1975,
The soldiers massively paid homage to the struggle of
the Chilean workers, (See INPRECOR, MNo.35, Octo-
ber 9.)

The pretext for the punitive medsure of disselution was
the soldiers’ disobedience of o Purge order given by the
commander. Five soldiers and two militia officers werg
ordered purged. The soldiers held a plenary assembly
and rejected this saneamento, The barracks became
real cancer in the MNorth, with confrontations between
soldiers and officen taking very severe forms, During
this general assembly, for example, all the career of-
ficers were tossed out,

o
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The dacision to dissalve the CICAFP heralded other meo-
sures that, if the hierarchy was unable to halt the indis-
cipline, could go os for as the more or less complete
elimination of soldiers and militia officers and the crea-
tion of a professional army.

Q. How was the dissolution decision applied, and What
wos the immediate reaction of the soldiers?

A, The dissolution decision was made on the night of
Friday~Saturday (October 3-4). The soldiers were on
leave at the time. A company of commandos from the
BAAF (Fixed Anti-aircraft Battery, which is now a Cop-
con unit) occupied the barrocks, The few soldiers pres-
ent were token unawares, They immedictely got in con-
tact with their comrodes on leave and organized a meet-
ing on that same night. They issued an appeal to all
their comrodes to come to the gotes of the barracks that
Manday (October &) to demand the reopening of the
barracks. Explanation brigades were formed and went
through the working-class neighborhoods calling for
solidarity fram the workers,

On Saturday, Cetober 4, a first demonstration was or-
ganized. |t marched toward the barmacks but was brutally
dispersed by the operational company of the RIP [Infan-
try Regiment of Porto) . Groups of workers besieged the
barracks on a permanent basis, slongside the soldiers.
One worker was wounded by a shot in the stomach,

The demonstrators issued an ultimatum giving Veloso
half an hour to come over and explain his pesition to
the demorstrators and open the gates of the barracks.
When the half an hour was up, they started filing the
podlocks off the gates. The demonstration was about

to penetrate into the barracks, but the cccupying troops
made it clear that they were going to open fire. The
leaders of the demonstration then gaove the order to
move to a nearby barrocks thot was prepared to support
the CICAP soldiers. That was the RASP barracks.

And in fact, this barrocks opened its doors to the dem-
onstrators. After a discussion with the soldiers of the
RASP during the night of October =7, the demonstra-
tors occupied the RASP; the red flag was raised over
the bFEEET

The RASP is an important barracks, because it's heavily
armed. |t has, among other things, many artillery pieces,
tanks, and 50 on.

Q. After that, @ much larger response wos organized,
What role did the SUV play in this mobilization? [SUV:
Soldados Unidos Vencerdo — Soldiers United Will Win.
For the SUV founding manifesto and an interview with
one of the SUV leaders, see INPRECOR, Mo.35, Oc-
tober 9.)

A, The narthern secretariaf of the SUV immediately or=
ganized solidarity in all the barracks of the region and
mobilized the workers commissions and tenants commis-
sions for o support demonstration on October 6, Thou=
sands of leaflets were distributed in all the barracks.

Plenary assemblies were held ot the RASP and the RTM

{ Transmissions Regiment) in order to structure the sup-
port for the CICAP., On Monday (October &) Humberto
Delgado Square (the main square in Porto) was filled;
tens of thousands of warkers had mobilized. It was the
biggest demomstration since May 1, 1974, Two thousand
soldiers participated and combativity was running high.
The demonstration marched to the command headquarters
and then to the CICAP,

When the march got to the CICAP barrocks, the soldiers
massed in front of the main gate and called on the sol-
diers occupying the barracks fo join the demonstration,
The officers of the RIP did everything they could to hold
the soldiers bock. The noncoms had torn off their rank
irsignias ond spread through the ranks of the soldiers

in order to strengthen the officers' control and assure
discipline.
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Q. The PPD quickly organized counterdemonstrations.
[The PPD, Partide Popular Democrético — Popular Dem-
ocratic party, is the largest bourgeois party in Portugal
— INPRECOR.} Can you explain the importance and
meaning of this initiative by 54 Corneiro's party?

A, During this period, the PPD wanted to build up its
own image os @ teactionary striking foree. So it tried
to offer o very tough response quickly.

On October & the PPD hod o counterdemonstrotion that
stopped in front of the CICAP barracks. The PPD dem-
onstrators: offered drinks, money, cigarette lighters,
and 30 on 1o the sccupying soldiers. When the big SUV
demonstration opprooched, the PPDers took off.

On October & the PPD organized o new demonstration
with super=recctionary overtones, which corresponds
to the palicy impressed on this party by 58 Carneiro,
who tock over ogain as general secratary a few weeks
ogo. He was personally present at the demomstration.

The 20,000 demorstrators marched to the CICAP barracks,
the doors of which were open to them — against all tra-
ditional army regulations! Ther the demonstration moved
ta the RASP, The RASP organized self-defense against
this reactionary offensive. The PPD troops were heavily
armed with pistols, hunting rifles, ond even some G3s
{automatic weapons).

There was a clash with the RASP defenders, The soldiers
occupying the RASP decided to come out unarmed to
separgte the two demonstrations. There wos some con-
fusion among these soldiers, Bul the cordon of soldiers
was attacked by the PPD militants; then they changed
their attitude, The combat tanks rolled out of the RASP
courtyard and dispersed the PPD manhalls and the fos-
cist scum,

It was very clear that the PPD wanted to show itself as
an important independent force capable of mobilizing



for the "shrug iplineg in the army. " And
with this confrontation, the PPD was also sesking to
justify a military intervention against the RASP. The
military police regiment had already tried to carry out
this praject, with the support of commandos and machine-
gunners from the RCP (Cavalry Regiment of Porto). But
the resporse of the RASP soldiers wos so determined that
they hod to give It up.

Q. How was the occupation and the struggle organized?

A. During the first few days, the organization of the
struggle wos rather confused , There had been no expe-
rience in this sort of thing; it was the first barrocks oc~
cupation. On the night of Monday-Tuesday (October
&-7) there waos o general assembly of the RASP, the
CICAP, and the soldiers of other units who had rallied
to this struggle.

The comrades of the RASP were hesitant, especially

since their commander, Castanheira, told then that the
urit would be attacked ard bombed and that he himszlf
wat threatensd with imprisonment, And that was pos-
il-tl|t_._, in foct!

MNevertheless, the saldiers of all the other units tried
to make them understand the importance of this struggle
all the Portug 5. They then accepted our

presence there, w
eral sssembly of the RASP the

ifirmed by a plenary gen=
f -|||:1-.-.-Er|g dﬂ}-‘ a

A list of demands was drawn up: immediate recpening
of the CICAP, reintegration of all the comrades, and
the removal of Veloso were the main demands.

A "struggle commission" waos elected in general assem=
I'_'l""f'. It is rﬁ.p}l‘lﬁib]e to this guner:ﬂ g;;gml;r}r and re=
callable at any time if a meeting of the general ossem-
bly decides that it has not camried out its functions prop=
erly, The members of the commission completely ac-
cepted this decision by the general assembly,
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On October 8, during the PPD demonstration, the or=
ganization of the struggle proved to be insufficient.
Hance, other bodies were formed to be odded to the
struggle commission: a military commission, a press com-
mission, a financial commission, an internal arganiza=
tion commission.

All these commissions were elected and are recallable
and coordinated by the struggle commission, which is
the real leadership. Thus, batween general assemblies,
the other commissions ore responsible to the stuggle
commission.

This self-organization must naot be looked at from a
purely technical standpoint. In fact, two very important
elements have to be stressed. Firsk, 1t was very impor-
tant to develop a political leadership subordinate to

the decisions of the general assembly and thus able to
assure the unity in action of all the comrades in strug=
gle, of all the political components of the movement,
Second, o fundamental problem was posed: this occupa=
tion posed the necessity of a radical modification of

the structures ond funcHoning of the army during this
struggle. For instance, squad leadens were elected. In
the mess halls, tasks were divided equally among the
soldiers and militio officers. This heralded the form

that could be taken by a future proletarian army. All
the soldiers who participated in the struggle could see
concretely that another kind of army was possible,

During the first week of the struggle, the mony pressures
(PPD and: 5P demonstrations, threats of ottacks, ond so
on) generated great confusion among the soldiers occupy=
ing the barracks. The reflex of automatically assigning
the militia officers to the mast important tashs wos often
asserted. Thus, it 1s important not to idealize the forms
of self-organization. The main thing is to see the ten-
dency that is developing and the dozers of significant
examples that have already been set.

less, the foscist groups tock advantage of this demonstra-
tion to go and attack the headquarters of the UDP (Unido
Democrbtico Popular — Popular Demoeratic Union, o
Maaist group).

It hos to be stressed that the soldiers of the RASP, meet-
ing in plenory general assembly, ogreed to allow the 5P
to demonstrate in front of the RASP barracks if they
wanted, But fthe soldiers decided to respord if any groups
tried to attack with firearms,

The CP, after several days of official silence, publicly
supported the struggle of the soldiers. But the CP con-
stantly tried to reduce the struggle to o clash between
reactionary and progressive officers, The CP members
tried to raise the slogan "Corvache will returnl? But
this slogan waos not token up. They also tried fo use the
differences between Fabido (army chief of staff) and
Weloso to arrive at a solution of conciliation. Likewise,
they tried to insert this struggle into the framework of

a refarm of the MFA. On the whale, this project Failed.

Q. Could you describe the links between the RASP oc-
cupiers and the workers commissions and tenants commis=
slons?

Q. How did the reformist parties, the 5P and the CF,

react?

A. They did not react in the same way, far from it, The
5P tried to mobilize all the living forces of bourgeois
democracy to reestablish order and discipline in the bar-
racks and to support Veloso, a pillar of the sixth govem-
ment.,

On October 10 they organized o big demonstration
{smaller than the action of the SUV, though). Among
the working=class rank and file of the SF there were
some reoctions ‘against this initiative. For exomple, an
SP leader of the fishermen in Afurada (near Porto) par-
ticipated in the struggles of the RASP. There were many
5P sympathizers among the soldiers, and they obviously
did not appreciate Scares's inftiative, When Soarss
attacked the strike of the metalworkers in his speech,
the metalworkers left the demonstration.

The 5P demonstration stayed in the center of the cily
ond did not move toward the RASP barracks, MNeverthe-
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A. When the constant guerrilla warfare of demonstrations
and counterdemonstrations came to an end, two things
were clearly understood: First, we owed our resistance
and our position of strength to the suppart of the work-
e, who supporied us from oulside the barracks, They
stood guard at night and went to work during the day!
At argund 7:00 at night they would come over to the
RASP barracks to show their support. Their couroge was
fantastic. On more than one occasion, o worker would
be wounded, go to the hospital to be treated, and
come back to stard guard again,

Second: We hod grasped the vital importonce of extend-
ing and organizing our links with the workers in order
to beable to keep the struggle going.

Some workers and tenants commissions came to us to
propose a meeting with the "struggle commission"” in or=
der to structure the support by creating actual support
committees, Jarnal de Gaia, a newspaper under wark-
ers control, offered us machines to produce a struggle
newspaper, the first issue of which has just come out.
At first, the RASP brigades went to the factories to ex-
plain our struggle. But now the work can be shared with
the workers and tenants commistions ina coordinated
manner.

@. What was the meaning of Army Chief of Staff Fa-
biga's intervention and what were the results for yaur
struggle of his meeting with the "struggle commission"
ard the professional officers of the RASPT

A. On October 11 a delegation had been sent to Fabigo
to tell him about our struggle and to discuss our two
central demands, around which the delegates were not



empowered to negotiate. When Fabido arrived on Octo-
ber 14 he reaffirmed what he had told cur delegation:
"Gentlemen, | am with you ideologically, but you al-
most got me removed by the Council of the Revalution.
If you win, | will be finished; 1f you lose |'m the one
who will have to get you,"

MNevertheless, he hod retreated a little between Octo=
ber 11 and October 14, He ogreed to reconstitute the
CICAP in another barracks and not to apply any sanc-
tions against the comrodes in strugale. Obviously, he
offered no date, As a sort of gift, he committed him-
self to set up = In the old barracks — a battalion that
would be demagogically baptized "April 25 Battalion."”
Finally, he agreed to reintegrate the comrades of the
CICAP, who were on indefinite leave, after an in-
quiry was conducted.

The reformists jumped at this offer and raised the cry:
Victary! Victory! It is o saying in Portugal today:
"Victory, victory, the story is over," Bul that's enly

a dream. In reality, the story is far from over, the strug-
gle is continuing.

Thie soldiers rapidly understacd that they could not leave
their struggle in the hands of a general and leave their
fate to be decided by the shifting relationship of forces
amang various factions of officers. Fabido mode his

proposals and threatened to charge everybody with in-
subordination if they rejected them; then he quickly
left the barracks before a general assembly could be
held to democratically decide on an answer. A little
while later, a general assembly wos orgonized and de-
cided to accept the proposals; but to eontinue the strug=-
gle until all cur demands are met,

As of now, a limit of ten days has been set for Fobifo's
inquiry, During this time, we will mobilize in all the
barracks to hold a general assembly of the RASP on Oc-
tober 24, This assembly will examine the situation and
decide how to continue the struggle, Already, comrades
whao participated in the struggle are being hit with ex-
pulsion measures, which indicates how much the hier-
archy intends to honor the agreement.

The struggle of the CICAP takes on an exemplary aspect
in foce of the measures of massive removal of militia
soldiers that the hierarchy wants to take now. Concur=
rently, the hierarchy is planning on using volunteers

( ex-commandeos) and on strengthening the police (the
PSP-GNMR).

To end up, this struggle alse points out the necessity of
extending and structuring o real independent movement
of soldiers on a national scale, That in irkelf is an im-
portant gain of our struggle .l

RALIS:

Build Soldiers Commissions

One of the results of the radicalization of the soldiers in Portugal today has been a question-
ing of the structures established by the MFA [Armed Forces Movement) in the barrocks, Fer
iratance, the ADU (Assembly of Unit Delegates — see INPRECOR, MNo.35, October 9, Inter=
view With a SUY Soldier) in the RALIS (Lisbon Light Artilbery Regiment) has colled for the
creation of soldiers' commissions. This slogan, put forward In the manifesto of the SUV (IN-
PRECOR, Mo.33) is increasingly tending fo be put into practice. We publish below a motion

odopted by the ADU in the RALIS barrocks.

The ADU of RALIS, meeting on October 9, 1975, con-
sidering that the attacks on progressive units and the
purges against the left comstitute the elements of an at-
tack launched by the forces of the right aiming at the
retumn of fascism;

considering that against this reactionary offersive in the
barracks only the independent organization of the sal-
diers throughout the country can provide an effective
response safeguarding the interests of the exploited and
oppressed,

decides;

1. To demand the immediate reopening of the CICAFP

{Instruction Center for Military Vehicle Drivers in Porta);
2, To demand the reintegration into the CICAP of all

the soldiers, including the seven who were initially ex-
pe[lﬂd,'

3. To coll upen the soldier comrades of all units to held
general awsemblies of soldiers and to elect soldiers’ com=
missions in order to create an independent organization
of soldiers on o national scale.

For the immediate recpening of the CICAP!

Mo purges againet the left!

Weorkers, peasants, soldiers, ond sailors, united we will
winl

Forward toward the independent organization of the sal-
diers]

L



‘PORTUGAL WILL NOT BE
THE CHILE OF EUROPE’

We are publishing below a document written by soldiers of RALIS (the Lisbon Light Acrtillery
Regiment) for discussion in o generol cizembly, Copies were sent to other barracks. The slo=
gan "Portugal will not be the Chile of Europe" has not only been token up in soldiens' dem-
omstrations, but is also becoming o subject of study and discussion in the baracks, Solidarity
with the Chilean workers, expressed in many barracks on September 11, the second anniver=
sary of the Chilean military coup, is now being extended toward the preparation of plams by
the soldiers themsalves to prevent — in proctice — Portugal from becoming the Chile of Eu-

rope. We publish the RALIS text as o document.

TWENTY<=FOUR iAG.C Shlis MAGE INCricE

1. Purge and demotion (and eventually assossination)
of officers loyal to the legal regime.

2. Control of broodeasting stations by the foscists,

3. Slander campaign blown up by newspapers in the
worvice of reaction.

4. "Improperly prepared military men" were taken by
surprise and that by the thousands.

5. Lack of information services and lack of surveillance
over the lounching of fascist operations.

&, Lack of control of "traitorous” elements in the armed

forces [active-duty sections; reserves, ond retirees).

7. Lack of control aver importaont fascists and capital=
ists, the ClA, provoeoteurs, big capiml, foctories be-

B

longing to fascists, ond foreign relations,

B. Ill-prepared, jsolated, and uncoordinated civilian
militias.

?. Lock of links betweean the (unorganized) popular
masses and the loyal army.
10. Deferse of factories (why?).

11. Resistance in the centers of the cifies (which is the
worst postible strategy).

12. Military men loyal (to the Allende government) too
concentrated in the same barracks (which were, in ad-
dition, known).

13. Bad ond slow communications.
14. Lack of a plan of immediate reaction.
13, Little or na combat experience of the popular forces,

14, Disunited parties, either possive or efFeculTvdy lindeed
o traitors.

17. Known, and therefore vulnerable, local assembly
points,

18, Well-prepored putschists; scientific and military
planning (U.5. A, =style) and support fram traitorous mili=
fary man.

19. Failure to toke odvantage of the sponfaneous resis-
tance of the people and lack of troining by loyal mili-
tary men,

20, Meninterupted communications and non~sabotage
of the means of tromsport of the traitorous military men,

21. Fragile and localized popular resistance in isolated
neighborhoods.

22, lsolated and noncoordinated night-time retistance.

23. Lack of secret omsenals of arms and ammunition (anti-
tank weapoms, cannon, bazoockas, anti-tank mines, etc,).

24, Lack of clandestine radio communication for the
revolutionory resistonce,

Study the best ways fo avoid these errors| -



SPAIN
FRANCO-

NEW
ISOLA
TION

The following interview with o militant of
the Lige Comunista Revolucionaria/Fuzkadi
ta Azkatosuno=Y| (LCR/ETA-V| — Revolu-
tionary Communist League/Basque MNation

and Freedom=Sixth Congress) deals with
the mass response in 'E-p-:tin and Euzkadi to
the murder of five revolutionary militants
by the Francoist dictatorship. 1t is a fol=-
lowup to the interview published Tn IN=
PRECOR, MNo,34, September 25, 1975,

IE\JF‘_FLJ;:(_:QL In the context of the final crizis of the

Francoist dictatorship, what is the meaning of the re=-
gime's decision to execute the five militants?

LCR/ETA-VI. For several months now a process has been
g;l:ll‘.rlt_].;:rl_l'l'-l(?f leads Franco fo make his decisions under
the greater ond greater pressure of the "carrion of the
regime" (that is, the repressive apparotus — |NPRECOR)
and to base himself exclusively on thot fraction of the
state apparatus. This has to be seen in relation o the
fact that most of big capital is now taking some distance
from the regime. We hove characterized this tendency
as the reduction of the dictatorship to o repressive ap~
parafus.

The murders of the five militants hod been demanded by
this faction, by the repressive forces. They wanted these
murders because they wanted to set on example! It js
significant that the dictatorship made this choice agains!

the odvice of the "Supreme Council of Military Justice.”

In foct, in the cose of Oloegui and Garmendia, this
council had recommended a new trial; but that didn't
happen. Only Franco could have imposed such a deci-
sion; the government could notl

Hence, these executions mark off a sort of point of no

retuin in the process. For one thing, the decision meoms
that terslons will grow between the dictatership and the
leading factions of the bourgeoisie; especially becausa

of the diplomatic isclation of the regime in Europe. To

this is odded a confrontation with sectors of the army,

some of whom are seeking to become the main pillars of
a post-Francoiit regime. For another thing, the bour-
geoisie knew that the executiont would be o real prove-
cation ogainst the mass movement and wos olsc aware
that they would trigger off mobilizations that would go
beyond fhose of late Augus! and the beginning of Sep-
tember in bath size and militancy.

INPRECOR. What was the mass response in Euzkadi (the

Basque country), and could you explain the differences
fram the previous general strikes?

LCR/ETA-VI. The number of strikers in Euzkadl surpassed
all the previous strikes: 310,000 workers were out on
September 29 and 300, 000 on September 30,



In the first place, it is important to note that Navarro
province came into this political general sirike, despite
the syndicalist tradition of this province. During the
Burgos triols in 1970 the mobilizations in Navarro had
been limited; they amounted to o few street demonstra-
tions. On December 11, 1974, there were some work
stoppages, On June 11, 1575, there were street demon-
strations and ossemblies in the factaries. This time, on
Sunday, September 28, an assembly was held at Imenaza
(Pamplona), o strike wos voted, and then a demonstra-
tion waos organized. On Maonday, September 29, forty-
nine factories in Pamplona {a city of 170,000 inhabitants)
weare on strikel On Tuesday, September 30, the workers
of thirty-three factories went on strike, This extended
to the foctories of the region: at Estella in the La o=
rranca zone, and so on. Likewise, in the province of
Alava the mobilizaton was of unexpected size, In view
of the lack of tradition in this area. In the city of Vi-
toria on September 29 eleven foctories went on sirike;
on Wednesday, October 1, there was a demonstration

of 2,000 people.

Besides the geographical spread, new seciors joined in
the struggle: shopkeepers, the fishermen of Vizeayo
(Biscoy) and Guipdzecoa, the small peasants, the school
children, In Guipizcoa, the province where "Txiki"
and Otoegui lived, virtually the whole population par=
ticipated in the mobilization. One example indicates
the level of the mobilization: On Sunday, September
28, a folklore exhibition was supposed to toke ploce

in Eibar. Some comrades of the LCR/ETA-VI got an the
loudspeaker and broadcast @ message, in Basque and
Spanish, exploining the palitical situation and the ne-
cessity of tramsforming this "folklore festival” into o
combat demamstration ogainst the dictotorship. After this
appeal, everybody — that is, about 5,000 people —
sang "Euzkeo gudariok" (a sort of anthem of the Basque
resistance) and then went home, as o sign of protest
agairst the execution of the five militanis.

A third imporfant feature of the mobilization was the
massive character of the demonstrations. On Friday,
September 26, in San Sebastian there were more than
5,000 pecple demonstrating in the streets; on Septem-
ber 30 there were more than 6,000, In Erandia (near Bil=
bao) there were 5, 000 demonstrators on September 27;
there were 4, 000 in Mondragon on September 28; 2, 000
in Algorta (near Bilbao), On September 30 about 5,000
people met in Bilbao, formed up into contingents, and
ran through the streets shouting "Forward to the general
strike"]

Also, there was real progress in the politicization of the
masses. In Frandia at the Wastinghouse factory there
was o general assembly of 500 workers on Monday, Sep-
tember 29. A communiqué denouncing the murder of the
Five militants was voted. This declaration stressed that
the assassinations were a result of the death agony of
the dictatorship and called for o general strike around
the following objectives: respond to the executions, for
self~determination, for the dissolution of the repressive
bodies and the military tribunals, for preparation of the
mobilization against any new sentences,
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Guna being distributed from the arsénal of the wﬂ:km;' erelbetia in
Bareelona during the Spantsh Civil War

Afrer this assembly a new demonstration was organized,
and the workers of Rufz de Velasco, Franco-Epagnola
{chemicals), and other factories joined in, The need to
strengthen self-organization was one of the central themes
of this mobilization. Once again, | want to stress the
fact thot the working class and the populor strata did

not feel these executions os o defeat for the mass move-
ment, The mobilizations against the regime's bloody re-
pression are more and more becoming identified with the
struggle to overthrow the dictatorship.

Finally, there was a step forward on the level of self-
orgonization. We have stressed the impartance of the
united-front orgons {see INPRECOR, MNo.34), which

played o decisive role in the previous general strikes,



But we also pointed out the weaknesses of these organs
in really centralizing the strugale, in reflecting the de-
velopment of mass conse iousness, and in actually repre-
senting the mass movement,

In fact, while in Guipizeoa and Navareos the mobiliza-
tien was launched by the two “sirike commi ttees, " the
Euzkodi General Strike Committee did not meat until
Tuesday, September 30. Hence, it wos the "zonal strike
committees" and the “vanguard committees" that took:
the initiative for an immediate response on Seplember

27 and 28, Thus, for brood seciors of the mass movement,
the question of self-organization was posed with new
acuteness. In Vergora a decisive and exemplary step was
token in this area, In hwenty-one factories "strike com-
mittees" were alected eithar in general assemblies or dur=
ing meetings of vanguard workers; these committees co-
ordinated among themselves and issued the call for the
Seplembc:r 30 strike.

INPRECOR. Did solidarity take a new step forward on
the scale of the whole territory of the Spanish state?

LER/ETA=VI. Thara wos progress, but still erying insuf-
ficiency. In Barcelona, apart from the demonstrations,
which drew about 3,000 pecple, there were partial strikes
at SEAT, Pegaso (the civil govemor "suntenced” this
factory to pay a fine becawme it hae ‘permitted " an oz~
sembly of workers to ba held), and Engsa. Alsa, the
workers of about fiftean factories went on strike in the
industrial zone around Barcelong,

In Madrid there were work stoppages at Standard and in
the banking sector; some salidarity demonstrations were

organized, The solidarity movement also spread to Ga-
licia, where there were many work stoppages and some
demonstrations.

But the Communist party did not take any initiative that
could have developed the solidarity movement and pushed
it ocross a new threshold, The CP clearly proved that

it rejects any central confrontation and above all is
afraid of being outflanked, Basically, it acts as a brake.

INPRECOR. The press attached great Importance to the
pro=France mobilization of October 1 in the Plaza de
Oriente in Madrid, Some peopla went 5o far as to speak
of a recompesition of the social base of the regime,
What was the real meaning of this mobilization?

LCR/ETA-VI. First of all, you have to keep things in
proportion, This demonstration drew 200, 000 paople,
All you have to do s compare that to the 310, 000 work-
ers on strike in Euzkadi and the socigl importance of the
Franeo demonstration falls Tnte place.

Second, you have to remember the extreorlinary propa-
ganda compaign waged by the regime. The population
was bombarded with hours and hours of chauvinist tele=
vision propaganda on all themes. For instance, lhaly
was attacked for "trying to steal tourists from Spain, "
Third, the factories, banks, and Insurance companies
were shut down to guarantes the "suceess" of the demon-
stration. In many of the banks, three or four fascists
would try to intimidate the employees into going to the
demonstration. Buses were used to drive people fo the
demenstration from small villages dozens of miles from
Madrid. Every person who came by car was given o
"bonus" of 500 pesetas, Tickets io feetball games and
movies were given out free,




Besides all that, you have to keep in mind that Madrid
is o strong concentration for functionaries who represant
the parasites of the regime. Remembering all this ollows
you to get a better appreciation of this "big demomsfra-
tion to support the regime,” In fact, what clearly ap-
peared to more than one otserver on October 1 was the
jsalation of the regime, This demanstration of self-de=
fernse of the dictatorship even created disarray among
important sactors of the bourgesisie, which, aware of
tha deep crisis of the regime, did not lock kindly at the
40, 000 fasciste who headed the march making the fas-
cist salute. The bourgeoisia is afraid of the repercussions
for the future.

The process of decay of the regime is also expressed by
the emergence of new fascist gangs that are becoming
mare and more active. They drow their strength from

the BPS (Political-Secial Brigade, one of the branches
of the political police), the Civil Guard, and so on.
Kidnappings of revolutionary militonts and members of
workers commissions and threats agoinst newspapers
{Diario de Barcelona has received bomb threats demand-
ing that it toke megsures ogainst certain journalists) are
on the rise, This "counterrevolutionary resistance” can
become a real danger to militants, It expresses the de-
cay of the regime ond the failure of the "legal” means
of repression, Although these gangs suppor! the dicrator-
ship that fuels them, they are nevertheless not under di-
rec govarnment control. Brood sections of the bourgeoi-
sie ore afraid of these developments, becouse theay know
that they con have effects on the future that will not

be happy ones for the bourgecisie,

INPRECOR, Could you explain the attitude of big cop-
ital in this crisis?

LCR/ETA-WI. First of all, it is obvious that the reoc-
fian of the European bourgeoisie must nat be undersiood
os a simple reaction to the big mobilizations rthat devel-
oped in all countries. IMs a conscious policy that re-
flects the desires of sections of Spanish capitolists who
lack powerful means of expression, The Sponish govern-
ment hos undoubtedly felt the double pressure of the
Euvropean baurgeoisie and decisive sectors of Spanish
capital, but it is incopable of satisfying the demands

of these capitalists, economically or politically,

For a dominant faction of big capital, the measures
taken by the European bourgeoisie mean only ene thing:
Get rid of France and Francoism in order to avaid his
overthrow !

The malaise and fear of the bourgeoisie can be meosured
concrately, The stock morket continues to decline in
spite of official support. The lowest point yet reached
by stock gquotations this year is 71.85. On Octeber 3
the index was 93.55 and on October 10 it was 92,5,

In recent months, according fo on economic weekly,
the flight of capital out of the province of Vizcayo
alone emountad to $300 million. For big capital, or at
least for the most impartant sectors of big capital, it is
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maore and mare obvious that the dictotorship corresponds
to no objective at all. It is incapable of controlling
the moss movement; the measures of repression only oc-
centuate struggles; the government can't come up with
any responses on the economic level. The dictatorship
no longer serves as a political apparatus of domination.
The maintenance of the dictatarship increasingly vnder-
mines the chances for any alternative solution.

Big capital's attention is naw directed toward the army,
where internal tensions must not be seen solely as evi-
dence of a crishs in the army, but also as the expression
of a process of "recomposition" aimed ot providing o
basis for an alternative political solution. Important
sectors of the ormy are opposed to the policy of the dic-
tatorship. But the resistance of the Francoist opparatus
itself mokes this type of solution increosingly risky.

indicate the short=toerm peoapec -

aoiliZahons :

1 movement has 1o pogpor:

iy ogainst the trinls baing prepared

Second, you have to bo aware that all the partial strug-
gles — struggles oround the now labor contracts, strug-
gles arcund the health service ond education, struggles
In the l1ﬂ'i:_4hi_|-"_'|1l:_',{lcl-_-. = '_|-’}'r|'|-_| o mun up l1-:‘J'_IiI|-.|- -"--

"antiterrorist law. " Bocause of !'"li:,' fa] .i:r-r'nm"-i-: af con-

Frantation with the Ej:c.'ul:_;..-s-'ﬁp it |_‘1L:]|:--'_| ta develop,
With the mobilizations in Euzkodi and the present ob-
jective situption as a starting point, the revolutionory

general strike Ts of burning importance.,

Against the rovages of the fascist gangs, it is crucially
necessary o set up "vigilance committees. " This theme
must be part of the campaian we are waging around self-
organization. Il



international
solidarity

Since our last issue, we have recelved further reports of actions in solidarity with the Basque
and Spanish militunts executed by the Francoist dictatorship:

IN LUKEMBOURG, more than 1,000 people respanded
to a call from the Luxembourg Committee for the Libera-
tion of Palitical Priseners in Spain aond come to o demon-
stration against the murder of the five militants. The
Soclal Democratic party participated in the unifed front,
along with cur comrodes of the Ligue Communiste Réwvo-
lutionnaire (Revelutionary Communist League), but the
Communist party did not. At the end of the demonstra=-
tion, 250 militants occupied the Luxembourg Cathedral
to attract greoter public attention te the crimes of the
Francoist regime.

IN GREECE, there was o protest demonstration of 4, 000-
5,000 on September 28 in Athens. It was called by the
Communist party (exterior faction); the far left partici-

pated. The next day between 15,000 and 20,000 people
sssembled at the Univemity of Athers in response toa
united call issued by the CP youth (both interior and ex-
terior), theyouth of the PASOK (the party led by
Papandreou), and the youth of Karamanlis's party. The
meeting turned into a demomtration of nearly 30, 000,
In Salonica there was a more modest demonsiration,
called by a united front of the CP youth, the PASOK
youth, the EDA youth, and the youth of the |nternation-
alist Communist party (Fourth International),

IN MEXICO, a demonstration of mare than 10,000 peo-
ple was held in the center of Mexico City on October

3 in solidarity with the victims of Francolst terror, This
demonstration was especially remarkable in that two
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hours before it occurred (and after it had received sup=
port from all the reformist circles) o rumar went around
that the action had been banned, which demobilized
tens of thousands of potential participants. But the deter-
mination of the revolutionaries to go ahead with the
march anyway forced the reformists to join the demon-
stration despite the orders of their leaders. OF the 10,000
demonstrators, the largest contingent was the more than
3,000 people organized under the united initiative of
the Grupo Comunista Internacionalista (Internationalist
Communist Group) and the Liga Socialista (Socialist
League), the two sympathizing organizations of the
Fourth Infemational in Mexico. Then came the contin-
gent of Spanish republican emigrés in Mexico, the con-
tingent of workers from Spicer, a striking factory in the
suburbs of Mexico City, the contingents of the CP and
the teachers union of the university, and finally the
contingents of other political groups and independents.

I CANADA, pratest demonstratiors ogainst the execu=
fion of the five political prisoners drew mare than o
thousand people in Mantréal, 400 in Québec City, and
300 in Toronto.

IN AUSTRIA, the announcement of the executions was
met by demonstrations and a partial oceupation of the
Spanish Embassy in Vienna, organized by the for left.
On October 2 some 7,000 people turned out for o dem-
omstration called by all the currents participating inan
Action Committee: the Young Socialists, trade unions,
the Communist party, end the far left, It should be noted
that the far left had been expelled from the committee
on the eve of the demonstration. About a third of the
demonstrators tried to oceupy the offices of lberian air-
lines and clashed with the police. During the days that
preceded the elections o press campaign wos launched
against the Gruppe Revolutiondre Marxisten (Revolution-
ary Marxist Group), the Austrian Trofskyists, accusing
them of trying to foment violence. But the aim of the
demonstrators was not at all to Fight the police, but
rather to denounce the representatives of Francoism.

The following week there were demonstrations in Inns=
brifck {orgonized by the GRM and the Maoists) and in
Salzburg (organized by the CP and the far left).

I BELGIUM, the Ligue Révalutionnaire des Travailleurs
[IRT = Revolutionary Workers League), Belgion section
of the Fourth International, issued a standing call for
demonstrations to toke ploce os soon as the death sen=
tences were confirmed. This call got o broad response,
particularly in Brussels. A front was established between
the Magists and the LRT ond there was o demonstration
of about 300. The ground floor of the Spanish Embassy
was occupied and destroyed and the offices of lberian
airlines were sacked, The police attacked toward the
end of the demomstration. The Communist and Socialist
parties did not participate in these octions. About 1,000
people demonstrated in Lidge ot the call of the workers
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organizations. On September 27, after the executions,
there were new demonstrations in Brussels, some 4,000
marching ogainst the Spanish tourist office and the Banco
Espafol. The workers of Sabena (the Belgian airlines)
boycotted flights to Spain, and the docker in the port
of Antwerp refused to load ships going te Spain for sev-
eral days. Many of the actions held on September 27
ware led by the FGTB and the CSC, the two national
trade-union federations. The solidarity movement was
broadly followed by the teachers and the metalworkers.

IN ICELAND, the workers movement and the left orgo-
nizations responded actively to the confirmation of the
death sentences against the five militants. On Septem=
ber 27 o demonstration in Reykjavik drew about 1,000
people (the city has a total population of about 50,000,
|t wes sporsored by the Fylkingen (a Trotskyist organiza-
tion), three Moolst organizations, the People's Alliance
{Social Democratic), and several student organizations.
The Fylkingen also held four meetings in high schools
and ot the university.

IM AUSTRALIA, there was o demonstration of about 250
people in Sydney called by the Spanish Communist party
and supported by various Australian srganizations in-
cluding the CP and the Communist League, sympathizing
organization of the Fourth International.
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Britain

LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE
SUPPORTS REDUCTION
INREAL WAGES

by BRIAN HERON

The congress of the Labour party, held September 29~
October 3, marked a critical turning=point for the work-
ers mavement in Britain. The dominant feature of the
congress was the rejection by a very large majority of

a moticn proposed by the Amalgomated Union of Engi-
neering Workers (AUEW) defending free wage negotia-

tions and rejecting any form of state control over incomes,

The majer speech against this motion wos delivered by
Michael Foot, ex-leader of the Labour party lefi grouped
around the weekly Tribune and present minister of labor.
Mo serlous struggle against the Healey measures, which
limit neminal wage increases to £6 o week {obout §13),
was launched at the congress. {See INPRECOR, No.31,
July 17, 1975,)

This congress was the fourth step in a conscious attempt
by the British bourgeoisie and its supparters in the work-
ern movement to shift the relationship of closs forces in
Britain in their favor,

The first step was the referendum on British membership
in the Common Market. That referendum demonstrated
that the overall pelitical project of the bourgeoisie —
rearganization of industry under the Impetus of the EEC
= could not be effectively countered by purely trade-
union, economistic militancy from the working class,
however discredited the bourgecis project may be, The
victory of the bourgeoisie in the referendum was a result
of the absence of any overall alternative salution, which
could only be a socialist salution. Because of their fear
of dividing the Labour party, the left Social Democratic
leaders were incopable of presenting such an alternative
during their campaign for @ "ne" vote an the referandum,

The second test was the vote on the Healey measures in
Parliament, Thirty-six Labour MPs, grouped around Trib=
une, voted agairst the measures, The only MPs to vote
that way were those whose base lies in the local party
censtituency organizations rather than ameng the trade-
unien bureaucracy. The MPs whose base is in the union
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bureaucracy did not engage in a real struggle ogains!
the measures, Anthony Wedgwood Benn, for example,
the most representative spokesman for this section of the
Labour party, accepted his removal from the post of
minister of industry and did not wage any real fight
agaimst the measures.

Although oppasition to these meosures appecred broad,
it did not give rise te any significant extraparliamentary
campaign. When the third test of strength eccurred, the
congrass of the TUC {the national trode-union fedem-
tion), there was general confusion about who wes going
to oppose the meosures and how that opposition would
be expressed, MNevertheless, one-third of the mandated
votes al the congress went against the measures; the op-
position was lad by the AUEW, and the breadth of this
oppasition was especially remarkeble in that, once
again, it was launched without any overall political
perspective and without the oppasition leaders' being
able to answer the main arguments of Jack Jones, leader
of the Tramnsport and General Workers Union and main
adviser to the Wilsan government,

Jones's arguments got a real response among the least

politicized workers. His main theme wos that any rajec-

thon of the Heoley measures would bring about the fall

af the Labour povernment and would seriowly worsen

the economic crisis and unemployment, whicl
stande at 1,250,000,

already

Ar the time of the approach of the fourth step in the

- . = 1l i1 |
right turn, the congress of the Labour party, it clearly

JF::J!’;‘"JI'L".'I that the H::qlu_ﬂ_\,. measures wayld reduce the

averoge ttandard of living of the British warkers by

aboul 5-8 percen! next year. Meosures radicolly red

Ing sacial expenditures would lower the standard of

ing still Further. If no real and mossive strug
against these measures, the relatiomship of clo
will be shifted in favor.of the bourgesisie, un

the positions of strength the warking closs won

brought down the Heath government in 1574,

At this p_'&-"':-’.l the number of '_|Iil-__-!-..‘ while it he
follen bock to the level of the 19805, Is down fr

Because of

anrd 1974, The general conclusion remair

the depth of the economic and social erisis and in the
absence of on overall altemative solution cr

the workers, there is o risk that the bourgesisi :
logical offensive — presenting the sacrifices the Wilson
cabinel is imposing on the workers with the suppart of
the bourgecisie as inevitable under the given circum=-

stances — will achieve success.

Gravity of the economic crisis

In fact, the crisis of the British economy is the graves!
in capitalist Europe. Inflation is still running ot 25%
a year. |t s generally estimated that the onnual infla-
tion rate will not fall to 159 until autumn 1974 and
will not decline to 109 before the beginning of 1977.
The budget deficit is on the order of £1, 200 million.
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The number of unemployed is expected to hover around
2 million throughout next year. Investment has fallen
119 compared with last year and will fall stil] further
nex! year, The decline in investment between the fourth
quarter of 1974 and the fourth quarter of 1975 will prob-
ably by 17.5%. The pound sterling has lost 29,45 of ifs
volue relative to other international currencies, which
makes imporis more expensive and fuels inflation.

Becouse of the crisis of the Tory party, which is presantly
dominated by the group around Margaret Thatcher and

Sir Keith Joseph (the group that wants to abandon the
welfare state, halt government subsidies to industry,

and provoke even more massive unemployment, proposals
that are rejected by the great majority of big copitalists),
the Labour government is the only government possible
for the bourgeoisie under present conditions. This Ts
openly offirmed, for example; by the London Times.
Hence, the strugale within the Labour party Is of vital
importance for the bourgecisie, which is now orches=
trating a real witch=hunt In the capitalist press against
the Labour ond trade-union left, which is soid to be
“infiltrated"” by Communisk, Trotskyist, anarchists,

and Maoists,

Labour left avoids the struggle

What is significant is the little attention the Labour left
has paid to the struggle against the Healey measuras,
The Labour left is avoiding the struggle on this paint in
order not to confront the union bureaucracy head on,
since the majority of the bureaucrocy supporfs the mea-
sures, So the Labour left prefers other fields of battle.
The Tribune, for instance, hailed the "victory" wen by
the shoe workers, who got o motion passed at the Labour
onference demanding measures contralling imports in
that industry . Capitalist protectionism = that is the
battle cryl

The most rodical speech at the Labour party congress
was given by MP lan Mikado, a veteran of the Tribune
group, ot the public meeting organized by that news-
paper. Mikado criticized the passivity of the trade-
union leaders who, he sald, should have demanded an
increase insocial expenditures and other concessions
in exchange for the £4 limitation on wage increcses.
Jack Jones rushed to the platform and proceeded to de=
nounce Mikado's speech,

The Lobour left did win some marginal successes at the
congreis, [he most important one was the ouster of Denis
Healey from the party executive. He was beate: by
nearly 100,000 votes by Eric Heffer, a left MP who was
removed from his cabinet post for his public opposition
ta the Common Market, Some left motions were carried
agoirst the oppasition of the leadesship. On the housing
issue, current culs in local government budgets were re-
jected; a resolution was passed in favor of free abortion
on demand, the end of all private practice in the MNa-=
tional Health Service, ond the nationalization of the
pharmaceuticals industry. A resclution demanding the
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nationalization under workers control of the 250 lead-
ing monopolies, with "compersation according to need, "
got 400,000 votes, that is, the majority of the corstit-
vency section of the party. |t was rejected because of
the bloc vote of 5.7 millien trade-union mandotes;
Wedgwood Benn opposed the motion,

Overall, the balance of the congress was incontestably
a crushing victery for the Wilson-Jones-Foot group,
which leads the Labour party de facto, The incomes pol-
icy and the reduction in social expenditures were ap-
proved. The bourgeoisie warmly applauded the apparent
break between the Labour left amund the Tribune and
the trade-union bureaucracy.

Crisis of Social Democracy

The trade-union bureaucracy can allow itself the luxury
of supporting the £& limit on woge increases because it
is not yet feeling the heat of a real attack from the rank
and file, Since the gains that were won during the win-
ter of 1974=75 and the spring of 1975, the working class
has been taking a wait-and=-see attitude, because of

the gravity of the economic crisis. This has permitted

a drift to the right on the political field. The passive
geceptance of the Healey measures by the trade-union
bureaucracy has even raised the threat of the bureau-
cracy's being attocked and even averthrown from the
right. Already a campaign, supported by the courts, is
being orchestrated against the AUEW leadership.

The Labour left around Benn hos bosed its whole strategy
on making a bloc with the trade-union leadership. Con-
sequently, the Benn group has been in turn drawn toward
retreat and passivity by the attitude of the trode-union
leaders.

Nevertheless, any new push from the rank and file would
open up o deep crisis within the Social Democracy under
conditions in which the bourgeoisie commands no real
alternative government team. That would be the grovest
crisis of bourgeois pawer since the 1924 general strike.
But a strong reaction from the rank ond file of the work=
ing class depends in large part on a leap forward in closs
consclousness rejecting some of the central dogmos of

the parliamentary, electoralist Labour reformism oriented
toward class collaboration.

There are some iditial signs of such moves within the
working class, or at least among the most politicized
sectors of the class,which were reflected in the realign-
ment of the left at the Labour party conference. For in-
stance, some attempts o bar right=wing leaders and
ministers who openly oppose the resolutions of the party
congress from being Labour candidates in future elec-
tions, campaigns that have generally gotten no results
in the past, have succeeded. Reg Prentice, a right-wing
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minister, will no longer be a Labour candidate in the
Newham MNorth Eost comstituency. Similar compaigns
are now under way in the constituencies of Hammersmith
ard Heyes, two suburbs of London,

Recently, during a congress organized by the Institute
for Workers Control, some 500 delegates, Social Dem=
scrafs for the most part, voted for a resolution suppert-
ing the Repiblica workers in Portugal and oppesing
Soares's right-wing policy. The same conference decided
to launch @ campaign to support the Election Manifesto
of the Labour party, o campaign whose real aim is to
irstall the group around Wedgwood Benn as the leader-
ship of the Labour party. According to The Economist,
the left has won a small majority (15 to 14) even in the
party executive.

Thete modest moves to the left among the organized
workers movement are baginning to have some objective
affects among sectors of the working closs, permitting
struggles that have been fragmented up to now fo be
centered amund the question of removing the Wilson
leadership from the labor movement, The workers of the
MNVT motarcycle foctory in the Midlands attrocted the
attention of the entire country when they occupied the
factory to prevent layoffs; their leaders publicly raised
the necessity of eliminating the Wilson leadership. The
vanguard has waged actions and demonstrations in soli-
darity with the Portuguese revelution, challenging Wil-
son's support for his ocolyte Soares. Some 25,000 people
demonstrated in London against a reactionary amendment
to the abortion law introduced by the Wilson government,
On October 11 and 12 some 380 delegates, acting with
the support of twe national trade unions, participated

in a conference organized by the Medical Committee
Against Private Practice and decided to lounch a cam-
paign against private medical core and for the nation-
alization of the pharmaceuticals industry.

The Institute for Workers Cantrol will ergonize a na-
tianal conference in 1976, which will attempt to assem=
ble all the forces in struggle against these measuras. |t
remains to be seen whether this conference will actually
be able to coordinate the beginning of o workers coun-
teroffersive on the political level.

The decisive response to the Healey measures con come
only from the heavy battalions of the working class as-
sembled in the trade unjort, Unity in action with the
left trade-union forces opposed to Wilsan, whatever
their current confusion and hesifation, can create the
basis for o struggle against the present leadership of the
Social Democracy, a struggle that will mebilize sectors
of the working class around a new action program. A
massive struggle against the Healey measures will reflect
an important recomposition of the British workers move-
ment. Far while the massive support of the trode-union
rank and file is needed to roll back the capitalist offen-
sive agoinst the working class being waged through the
Wilsori-Healey measures, the workers counteroffensive
also requires a qualitative transformation of class con-
sciousness among the working class, and that-cannct be
achisved without the strengthening of a new vanguard.
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the crisis deepens

by PEKKA HAAPAKOSKI

The predictions made in this article, written before the parliomentary elections, were fully
confirmed by the election results. There were no big changes in the relative strength of the
main parties, The most that can be said is that the two large porties that were not part of the
previous government coalition, the Communist party and the Conservative party, mode some
gains, This should be seen o5 a small sign of @ growing closs polarization and an expression
of popular distaste for the parties of the previous government.

The mest important feature of the election results was the absence of any big changes. This
means that the government erists will continue, for the elections will be of no help in estob=
lishing o more broodly based government. Negotiations will go on while the caretaker gov-
emment continues ifs difficult rask. —INPRECOR




FINLAND

Following is o list of the election results (the Figure in parentheses indicotes the percentage
change from the 1972 elections; where no figure is given, the porty in question did not con-

test the 1972 elections):

Poxty

Social Democratic party
Communist party
Socialist Workers party
Center party
Corservative party
Uni by party

Agrarion party

Liberal People's party
Swedish Pagple’s porty
Christian Union
Constitutional People's porty
Employers party

Percentoge

25.0 (=0.9)
12.0 (+1.9)
0.3 =
17.7 {+1.3)
8.4 (+0.8)
1.7 (=)
3.6 (=5.6)
4.4 {+0.8)
4.7 (-0.4)
3.3 {=0.8)
1.6 (=)
0.4 (=)

Ever since the second holf of 1974 it has been clear
that Finland, the political “special case” of the cap-
italist world, hos not been able to remain on economic
“special case.” Despite the 1973 Free Trode Accord
with the Common Market ond the "gloricus” two-year
collective contract reached with the lebor unions in
spring 1974, the prospects of Finnish capitalism soan
began to deteriorote mopidly. The theory suggested by
many circles (not leost the Cammunist party), occord-
ing to which "trade with the east” could save the Fin-
nish economy from the effects of the internationol re-
cession, proved to-be illusory. As long ogo as the sec-
ond half of 1974 the markets for the moin troditional
Finnish export articles (first wood and then paper) be-
gan to collapse, During 1974 the volume of Finnish
exports decreased slightly; the sfeep price increases
during the first half of the year had increased the volue
of exports.

Diuring the first half of 1975 this development rapidly
deepened lo become a full recession in many exporting
industries. Layoffs and short work weeks have become
commonplace in the wood and paper industries. Only
the metal industry is still functioning ot relatively
high capacity, mainly because of ifs long ferm work
projects. Non-exporting industrial sectors have alse
been hard hit by the recession. In the building indus-
try one can speak of near-cotastrophe, for the total
number of housing unifs built in 1975 will be about
40 percent lower than in 1974, The only potential
"light at the end of the tunnel" for Finnish capitalism
is the possibility of getting big contracts for certain
work projects in the Soviet Union, but even these are
still open questions, for the Finnish capital involved
wants to add the full cost of Finnish inflation to the
prices, while the Soviet side is willing to compensate
the prices only according to averoge international in-
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flotion. Unemployment, presently at about 50,000,

is expectad o rise toan estimated 100,000 during
winter 1975-74. As a whole, it can be said that even
though the International recession hit Finlond relatively
late, it finolly come in o very drastic form. Even
omong the usually optimistic "speciolist” eircles it is
believed that the recession will eontinue throughou!
1975; the most pewimistic circles are olready osking
whether ony upturm of all will begin In Finlord before
the next intzrnational recesion.

Although the decline of exports aned the stagaation of
industry are difficult problems for Finnish copilalism,
its two maln nightmores today are inflotion and the
balance of poyments. The balance of paymenits crisis
is pmriull;,a a direc! consequence of the recession, for
while exports began ioshrink ropidly during 1974, im-
ports continued o rise rather far into 1975, |n 1974
the balance of poyments defici was 5, 000 million
Finnith morkka (3.9 Fmk = USS1) but in 1975 i) 1s ex-
pected o be much higher, perhaps seme Fmk B, 000-
10,000 million. The positive balance of services can
compemsate for only a very smoll part of thie defici;
the lion's share of the deficit must be covered by for=
eign credits. Alreody during 1974 Finland's foreign
debt grew by 50 percent, and net foreign debt rose

to Fmk 12,400 million, while the convertibile currency
reserves of the Bonk of Finlond were enly Fmk 1,700
million.

The ather big immediate problem of Finnish copitalism
is inflation, which is expected to continue at the rate
of 20 percent in 1975, despite the recession. This is
rapidly weakening the relative position of Finnish ex-
porting industries in their major markets {including the
"safety valve" of the Soviet Union) and thus makes

on upturn mare difficult. In the autumn, probably



ofter the elections (September 21), o new wove of
price increcses is expected, Thus, even o devaluotion
of the morkka is not completely ruled eut, although
it would be a lost resort. The strategic centers of Fin=
nish capitalism have been preparing many altemnative
projects described os "painless operations" o "thor=
oughly stobilize the economy ."

Political instability and economic

policy

Ore big problem for oll "stebilization plans” is the
mounting instability of the palitical superstructure in
Finland . Ever since the downfall of the "popular front”
(1971}, Finlond hos been govermned by a coalition of
two big parties (the Sociol Democracy and the Center)
and some smaller bourgeois porties. ln practice, since
1973 this "center-left coalition, " led by Prime Min-
ister Kaleyi Sora, hes been paralyzed by intermal
cenflicts occurring ot ever briefer Intarvals: this hos
been aggrovated by the recession. The lost year of
the coalition, spring 1974 to-spring 1575, wes little
mare than continuous internal querreling: The only
force tha! kep! the govemment logether even thot
long wos President Kekkonen, the "supreme judge™

of Finnish politics. In the course of soveral years he
had maved step by step from being a godfather of the
center to o godfather of the Social Democracy, but
all the big partles {including the CP} suppart him os
the guoronfee of continuity ogoinst “chaos."

By the spring of 1973, however, not even rthe authar-
ity of Kekkenen was enough to held the government
together; parlioment was dissolved and new elections
called for September 21, The center-left government
wos pravisiondlly replaced by o "nonpolitical" govern=-
ment composed of Social Democratic ond bourgesis
techriocratic figures from the state bureaucracy. The
new prime minister, Keijo Liinomoo, wos the main
architect af the Finnish incomes palicy. At the same
time, the growing weokness of the governmental power
has forced big copital to drasticolly increase it direct
influence on political decisions. In 1974 a kind of
Finnish "zaikoi” (employers' ossociation) was formed
with the name of "Delegation of Business Life" (Elinkei-
neelaman valuukante — EVA) . It waos led by former
UM secretary general condidote Max Jokebson ond

hos continuolly strengthened its grip on economit pal-
ey

In practice it is rother difficult to find any systematic
and coherent long-term trend in the policies of the
Sorso ond Lijnomoo governments. Very often the mea-
sures taken have been improvised and hasty reactions
to the cross préssures of the recession, inflotion, and
the balonce of payments deficit. However, since the
second holf of 1974 o somewhat clearer trend has been
developing, not least because of the influence of the
EVA, where the exporting sectors are strongly repre-
sented,

The first clear feature of the government palicies has
been o very heavy concentration of "entirecessionary”
metsures favoring and subsidizing exports. Already at
the end of 1974 so-colled export deposit were elimi=
nated and these very substantiol funds were pumped
back to the exporting industries. Since then, new in=
centives (tox releoses, subsidies, etc.) hove been used,
and according to presently ovailoble information, the
budget for 1976 will include o gigantic transfer of in-
come to the exporting industries. Finolly, the ideo of
devaluation is certainly goining ground, even though
no one is talking ebout it publicly yet.

Another frend is the almost complete absence of "anti-
recessionory meosures” in the internal market. In fact,
the policy of the government has been the direct op-
posite of the “orthodox" Keynesian policy, for in the
midst of the recession the government is sharply cutting
comumer demand, drastically lowering all expenditures
for welfare and public services, and liguidating all
"nonproductive” investmenis. Persions ond other in-
come sources of the weakly orgonized groups hove

been among the main targets of this "ousterity” policy.
The development of medical core and public transport
has been hit hord end the thereughasing educatioral
reform storted in the 1940« has been practically stopped.
This trend has been especially clear since the return

of the former popular=front prime minister ond present
director of the Bank of Finland, Mauno Koivista, from
his credit-seeking trip to the World Bank, which no
doubt irspired o good part of the "ousterity."

As for Imports, the most drastic restrictive meosure taken
by the government has been the impert deposit law of
March 1975. According to this law, importers mutt de~
posit up to 30 percent of the value of thelr imports in
the Bank of Finland for @ certain period, unless they
are directly used in the export industries. However,

oll these measures hove been uncble to solve or substan~-
tially ease the problems of decreasing the bolonce of
payments deficit, eliminating inflation, and helping
the expart Indusiries get bock on their feet, "To put

the house really in erder” the labor factor in praduction
must also be "stobilized." That is why Finnish capital
today has more than ever set “improving lobor morale, *
"ending irresporsible strikes, " and "ereating o really
watertight incomes palicy" as top priorities,

The winter 1975 negotiations over continuing the wage
agreements in the middle of the two year period went
better for the employars than most of them hod dored
expect, Afrer some small additional wage increases and
a modest rise in the minimum woge, the union bureau-
crafs, acting through the votes of the Social Democratic
majority, gove a green light to the continuation of the
agreements. The CP union leaders protested, but did
not even dare to lead “their” unions 1o struggle, let
alone fry to mobilize the rank and file of the whole
SAK (the national trade-union federation). Even the
"rebellious” union, the mainly white-collar technical
functionaries' organization (TVK), wos pressured back
into line. This was a big — and surprisingly easy — vie=
tary for the employers, who immediately begon prepar-
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ing for the next ogreements, to be signed in the begin-
ning of 1974. The main oim of the employers for the
next period is to arrive at 2-3 year agreements and to
strictly tie wage increases to increoses in "productivity .
At the same Hme, o low providing for compulsary arbi-
tration of strikes is now in preparation (such a plen
Fatled during the 1960s). The efforts to "improve labor
morale” have also been stepped up recently, mainly by
pressuring the unions to oct os foctory cops, by threat-
ening to import foreign labor, and by threatening selec-
tive loyoffs.

The coming winter struggles

The parliamentary elections will be held September 21
in this atmosphere heated up by the recession, the gov-
ernmental crisis, ond the aggressive Impoverishmeni
policy of the government. This atmosphere has been re-
flected in the electoral compaign, the languoge of which
has been more aggressive ond the palitical field more
polarized than at any time since the 1940s, The two
former moin governmental parties, the Center ond the
Social Democrocy, have lounched extremely bitter ot-
tocks ogainst eoch other. The general polarization is
also seen in the closer relations omong the bourgeois
parties and in their hostility to the Secial Democracy,
even though relations between the Sociel Democrats
and the Communists have not improved.

As for the resulls of the elections, they will probably
not bring any sensational changes. In the bourgeois
camp the bigger parties (Center and Comervatives) will
probably gain at the expense of the smaller porties; on
the left, the CP will probobly gain somewhat at the ex-
perse of the Social Democracy. I that is the result of
the election, it will be very difficult to form @ new
government, The present bitter struggle mokes the re-
newal of the "center=left" coolition very difficult ot
this stage, not to mention o popular front.

In this.sitvation there is o growing possibility of a bour=
geois coolition. Such o government would hove the od-
vantage of having much freer honds to enoct tough mea-
sures than o Social Democratic government, but of course
it would alse be much less able to keep the unjoms
“within limis." The other big problem would be the
very slight majerity of such o government and the strong
contradictions among  the intercsts of the bourgeols
sectors represented by the parties. 5o, while the pros-
pects for "strong” and effective government seem slight,
it is possible thot the “nonpoliticol” coretoker govern=
ment will have to soy in office for some time after the
elections and make a series of very unpleasant deci-
sions on such questions or the budgetf.

But besides the elections there will also be @ much more
impormant test of the present mood and fighting ability
of the workers during the autumn and winter. In Octo=
ber the metalworkers union (the largest union in Finland)
will elect o new leadership; shortly thersafter, the bat-
tle for the new collective ogreements begins. When

spring 1975 passed without the expected big strikes,
this was rather widaly understood os evidence of o de-
moralization of the workers becouse of the growing un-
employment. This was undoubtedly one important foc-
tor, and it will come into play even more strongly next
winter. At the same time, it is clear that since summer
1975 many new factors have appeared that con badly
shoke the plans of the "stobilizers” for next winter.

First, it is clear that because of the recession ond the
cantinuation of inflation, the real wages of broad groups
have begun to go down for the first time, ond the ex-
pected wave of price increases this autumn will not ease
the situation, To this must be added the sharp cuts in
social expenditures and public services. In addition to
the "consumers" of these services, the "austerity” mea-
sures have also hit the workers in fhese sectors, Already
now the teachers are moving aggressively, and the ou-
tumn may well lead to @ general turmoil in the "social
sector,” It is also clear that despite the existing fear
of unemployment the working closs may be pushed close
ta the limits of "tolerance” by the extremely provoca-
tive "stabilizotion pelicy" of the government, the next
budge!, the coming proposal for compulsery arbitration
of strikes, and the possible establishment of @ bourgeois
government; in that event, fear of unemployment may
lase its effect. Already during the summer some very
militant strikes were fought, for instance the machinists’
strike in July and @ number of local battles in the metal
tridustries. This is very Important, becouse the metal-
warkers will play a key role in the events of the coming
winter. In October the conference of metalworkers will
elect o new leadership, and this time it seems that for
the first time in decades the CP hes a real pessibility

of foking over the union, which is o good sign of the
developing mood of the working class, In any cose, the
me talworkers union is by far the strongest union in the
SAK, and in the winter it could very well oct os the
advance guard of the whole class.

But the militoncy of the rank and File and the possible
CP takeover of the leodership do not in themselves solve
onything. A successful strupgle needs o concrete, co-
herent, ond unifying platform, and the Communist party
hos shown no interest in developing anything like that.
For the CP, the “union struggle” is @ wage struggle,

the “political struggle” is a parliomentory struggle, etc.
The CP leaders never see the need for using the tremen-
dous strength of the unions to respond to the overall of-
fensive of the bourgeaisie on all fronts, To launch an
effective counteroffersive, the working class has te
fight next winter not only for wage increases, but also
ogainst unemployment, against cuts in social expendi-
tures and for the workers control of industry; the work-
ers must fight ogainst the bourgeois government and for
a workers government,

To make the struggle effective, all uniors should gather
in @ common front behind really unifying demands: For
one-year agreements with Frk 4 per hour increases for
all; for a sliding scole of woges and index colculated
and controlled by the unions; for @ minimum woge of



Fmk 2,500 per manth for all; for a real woge equality
between men and women,

Mo to layoffs, redundoncies, and shert workweeks! If

the workweek is shortened, there should be no pay cut.

Every idle foctory must be token over by the workers
and put to production again. Such industries must be
national ized without r;nﬂ'.!'n:_rﬂ,nrfc\n ond under workers

control .

Mo to any kind of "forced arbitration” and state inter-
vention in frade-union affairs| Mo 1o any kind of "fi-

L7 O e L ) R . A
AUDRESS v nommmnsniinia el

nanciol resporsibility.” The freedom tostrike must be
unfettered!

Mot o penny off social expenditures, not a penny in=
creose in the prices of services and necessary goods |
For price-control committees set up by workers, house=
wives, elc,

Down with the bourgecis government! For o workers
government responsible only to the workers organiza-
tHans !
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Parkh Chani-hee

"THE WHOLE OF AS1A SHOULD FOLLOW THE M-

DOCHIMNESE MICTORY." This is the main theme of
the Secand Asion Youth Conference, ond it is important
for the Conference to pay speciol ottention to the ques-
tion of Korea. Follewing the victery of the Indochinese
revolution, the imperialist-colonialist system in the Far
East hos become the most vital deferse line of U5, im-
perialism in Asia, Its weokest link ond focal point of
crisis Is the Park Chung Hee regime in South Karea. The
farmer equilibrium of imperialist domination of Asia by
U.5. imperialism has been decisively beoken. The over-
thraw of the whole structure of the Far East imperialist-
colonialist system is now posed os @ strategic task of our
anti-imperialist front of Asian liberation. The |iberation
struggle throughout Eost Asia against U.5. ond Jopanese
imperialism and the neocolonialist regimes will hove it
final and genuine victory through the overthrow of the
imperialist-colonialist systkem in For Eost Asia. The situa-
tion is foverable for the victory of the Asian revolution
— with o socialist Asic as its ultimate torgst, Within
this framework, we pose the guestion of forming our ranks
in international sol idarity with the South Korean populer
masses in thelr heroic struggle.

U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger expressed

s open dissatisfaction with Moscow and Peking, saying
that the "détente™ with the Soviet Union and China hod
not succeeded in mointaining "regional stability. " This
is an indication of the feeling of panic in the White
House in the face of the final defeat in Indoching; this
defeat immediately followed the failure of the Middle
East "peace-keeping” work, the eosily foreseeable crisis
for the East Asian neccolonialist regimes, ond the Por-
tuguese political crisis, which threatens the NATO sys-
tem.
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;Jull‘ ofter the victory of the Indochinese revelution,
I

The main lines of U.5. counterrevalutionory strotegy
since the defeat in Indoching are to maintain the rela-
tionship of défente with the Soviet Union and China

(the relationship with the former being of the first prior-
ity) and to strengthen the alliance with the bourgecisie
of West Europe and Jopan within the impericlist camp,
The Vienna Conference of U, 5. and Soviet foraign min-
istars (May 19) agreed to continue to improve their mu-
teal relations, |t has been reported that Kissinger wanted
the Soviet Unlon not to take advantage of the weakened
position of U.5. imperialism since its final defeat in
Vietnam. In spite of the Vietnamese victery, U.5. Pres-
ident Ford is nat changing his plans to visit China this
year. On June 18 in o special speech to the "U.5.-
Japan Seciety” Kissinger emphasized the particular im-
portance of U,5.-Japonese relotions within the general
context of world politics, He stated that the U.5. gov-
ernment was determined to keep the "peace ond security”
of the Koreon peninsulo as this was vital for Jopan and
the whole of Asia, Since the victory of the Indochinese
revolution, the core of U.5. policy toward East Asia

hos been to strengthen ifs allionces with the Jopanese
bourgecisie ond to maintain the Far East imperialist-
colonialist system of U.5. imperialism, Joponese imperi-
alism, and the neocolonialist South Korean regime.

U.S, Secretary of Deferse Schlesinger hos testified in
the House of Representotives thot the U.5. government
considers Japan ifs obsolute defense line; that the U,5,
military bases in South Korea ore being strengthened os
a front line for the defense of Japan; that the U.5. mili-
tary boses in the Philippines will be maintained, (It con
be assumed that Indonesia is included in the "deferse
plan.") While the U.5. ruling circles are still consider-
ing the new military strategy and system in East Asia,

it is very clear that Washington is determined to main-
tain the For Eost imperialist-colonialist system. The Pork
regime has lost the last element of political stability.



The report below was presented by Mosaru
Yokoi, representative of the Korean Soli- v
darity Youth Conference (Jlapan), to the 3
Second Asian Youth Conference, which
was held in Tokyo July 2-5,1975. The con-
ference, a follow-up to a similar confer-
ence held a year before (see INPRECOR,
MNo.8, September 19,1974), was attended
by delegates from Japan, Sri Lanka, Korea,
Malayo, Hong Kong, and Australia. The
aim of the conference wos to discuss the
new situation in Asia created by the vic-
tory of the Indochinese revolution and to
plan anti-imperialist solidarity actions for
the coming year. Solidarity with the strug-
gles of the South Kerean masses was singled
out as one of the central tasks of the anti-
imperialist movement in Asia today, The
conference concluded with a mass rally at-
tended by about 1,000 people,

This is a real threat to the "security" of Japan,. There-
fore, U.5. imperialism tends to rely on its military "de-
terrent” more and more in For Eost Asio. MNorth Korean
Premier Kim |l Sung's visit to Peking around the time of
the fall of Phnom Penh accelerated this tendency of
.5, imperialism. In spite of repeated stotements of the
determination to keep the "pedce and security” in the
Korean penirmsulo, Schlesinger has made an open state-
ment that the U.5. government is ready lo resort to nu-
cleor weapons in the event of "a North Korean invasion
of the South." The White Howse, too, hos repeated this
some threat ogainst North Korea. In one sense, these
provocative statements represent an effort by Washington
to ossure the Park regime of octive U.5, support in the
event of extreme crisis, that is, to close the "credibility
gap" betwean U.5. imperialism and the Park regime
(which is now talking obout having its own nuclear weap-
ons}, On the other hand, they reflect the deepening
crisis of the Pork regime ond the Far East imperialist-
coloniolist system, One example of this is the real pos-
sibility of the succeis of a United Mations resolution to
obalish the UN militory presence in South Korea in the
General Asembly this yeor,

The Korean peninsula Is the focal point for U.5. and

Jopanese imperiolism in defente of their For Eost
Asion system after the victory in Indochina, With the
Park regime in extreme political crisis, maintaining the
"pecce and security” In the Korean peninsula meons
nothing more than perpetuating the division of Korea
into Morth and South. From the standpoint of the For
East Asian popular mosses, the question is how to achieve
unification based upon the Koreon workers and peasants,
The Korean question today is posed os on alternative:
o perpetuation of the division or the unification of the
Morth and South by the workers and peasants.

This question of the Korean sitbotion will amest certainly
become one of the focal points of world palitics this
outumn. One indicotion of this is that the UN Gerneral
Assembly is to take up the Koreon question. The result
of the UN debate is easily foreseeable — the LN wil
resclve to dissolve the Command of the UM Army in
Scuth Korea, The U.5. government has veto power in
the Security Council, but even the U,5. government
sannat ignore the general trend. The disoppearonce of

o party of the Korean ceose-fire accord it sure to pose
the question of the interrelationship between Morth and
South Korea at the level of world politics. The U.5.
government will make maximum efforts to perpetuate

the division of Korea into Morth and South within the
framework of the international relationship of détente
omong the U.5., Japan, the Soviet Union, and China.
There is already falk about "tros-recognition” (U.5.
ond Jopanese recognition of Nerth Korea in exchange
for Soviet and Chinese recognition of the South). But a
key question is, How will it be possible to realize polit-
ical stability for the Park regime? Political stobility

is indispensible for the integration of the Komsan division
inte the system of détente. An explosion of a revolu=-
tionary crisis Tn South Korea will definitely threaten

the very base of the international system itself in Korea,

The Democratic People's Republic of Kereo, on the

other hand, is conducting energetic diplomatic ef-
forts on this urgent question. Morth Kerean Premier Kim
Il Sung's visit to Peking and the Korean-Chinese joint
statement are very significant,

The premier's visit provided the first opportunity for di=
rect talks between the two governments since Chinese
Premier Chou En<lal visited MNorth Korea in 1970, The
Morth Kerean delegation wos composed of top members
o
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of the party, .government, and army. The visit ta China
indicated North Korean solidarity with the Indochinese

revolution and was intended to demornsirate the interrela-
tionship of North Korea with the revalution (even through
the Chinese government]. The advance of the Indochinese
revolution, shown by the fall of Phnom Penh, objectively

strengthened the international position of China and
Morth Korea. It can be soid that North Korea intends to
utilize the increased international weight of Ching by
establishing on octive relationship with the Chinese gov-
ernment. There are two major features to the published
[eintstatement:

First, the strong tene ogainst Jopanese militorism thot

had been clear at the time of Chou En-lai's visit to MNeorth

Korea in 1970 did not oppear at all in the current joint
statement, A U.5.-Jopanese joint statement issued in
1949 hod contained an orticle saying that both govern-

ments were concerned with the "security" of South Korea.

In 1970 there wos the invasion of Combodia by the Sai-
gon puppet army and U.5. imperialism. But five years
have passed since then. With the ping-pong diplomacy
of 1971 and the "nommalization” of relations with the
U.5, ond Jopanese governments, Chinese foreign policy
embarked on ifs present line, which fundamentally is to
counter the Soviet Union in this region, Peking has mode
statements explicitly supporting the Joponese bourgesisie
in its campaign for "return of the northern territories”
from the Soviet Union and has extended de focto recog-
nition to the U.5.-Jopanese Security Treaty. An impor-
tant feature of the Korean-Chinese joint statement is
that it strangly contradicts the Fundamental tosks of the
Korean masses: to struggle for the unification of Korea
based upon the warkers ond pecsonts. The joinf srotrement
clearly reflects the line of peoceful coexistence with

the Japanese bourgeoisie.

Second, the Chinese government ogreed with North Ko-
rean Premier Kim |l Sung's "three principles of outonomy,
peoce, and notional cooperation for outonomous and
peaceful unification."

"The unification of Korea must be realized on the basis
of the principles and policy presented by Chairman Kim
Il Sung.” This is @ reconfirmation of the Chinese posi-
tion on the question-since the 1972 joint statement of
the Morth and South Kereen governments. The MNorth
Korean premier hos sought and received Chinese recon-
firmation to support his government on the Korean ques-
tion, including the demands to disselve the UN army
command in South Korea and get the U.S. army out of
South Korea. On June 2, denying rumors of "MNorth Ko-
rean invasion, " Kim [l Sung stoted ot o press conference
that cooperation should be realized through o federoted
mutual relation, leaving aside the differences between
both systems, in order to achieve the reunification of
Morth and South. He also stated that the realization of
this federated cooperation will be realizable only ofter
democrotic leaders have bean elected theough o free
election in South Korea,

Having reconfirmed Chinese support, the North Korean
government is conducting energetic diplomatic efforts

in preparation for the coming UN General Assembly.
The general line of their efforts falls within the frame=
work of an international relationship of peoceful coex-
istence omong the United States, Jopan, the Soviet
Union, and China.,

However, the crucial point is the problems that will be
posed by a possible explosion of radical political and
sociol struggles of the South Kerean workers, peasants,
ond soldiers generated by the deepening crisis of the
Pork regime. The coming explosion of popular struggles,
inevitably mobilizing the rank-ond-file soldiers of the
South Korean army, will pose the urgent tosk of over-
throwing the whole anticommunist state system of the
Republic of Korea, the fundomental cheracteristic of
which is its politico=military and economic subjugation
te U.5. and Jopanese imperialism. A popular struggle
for o workers and peosants government will immedialely
raise demands to okalish oll the political, militory, and
economic subjugation to U.5, ord Japanese imperialism,
to liberate pemsants from the explaitation of wsurers, ond
to break up oll the enticommunist military-police appa-
ratuses, such as the KCIA {Korean Central Intelligence
Agency) and the army. When the Park regime is broken
by popular struggles, the cdvance of the waorkers and
peasants political struggle for their own government will
pawerfully pose the question of avercoming the whole
system of o divided Korea and of realizing national uni-
fication bosed on the struggles of the workers and peos-
onts. The national unification of Korea is impossible
withaut cverthrowing the South Kareon anticommunist
regime of the imperialist puppet Park or without break-
ing up the Jopanese neocclonialist dominotion of the
South Korean economy. The workers and peocsants strug-
gle for the Koreon unification must be carried out through
thelr uncompromising fight against UU.5. and Juponese
imperialism. An explosion of the South Korean popular
struggles will threaten the very bosis of oll attempts to
maintain the Far East Asion netwark of détente.

U.5. ond Japanese imperialism werk to maintain the

Far Eost Asion status quo. The focal point far their
attempts s Korea. Objectively, the governments of the
Soviet Union and China stand for integrating the Korean
question and resolving it within the framework of their
For East Aslan foreign policy. The central question for
U.5. and Jopanese imperialism s how this will be pos-
sible for the South Korean regime.

The Pork regime of anticommunism ond anti-unification
has strengthened its dictatoriol police rule. The consti-
tutlon has been revised according to the needs of the
dictatership. Park Chung Hee parsonalizes all these
powers. The regime is @ genuine military-police dicta-
torship. Under the pressure of heroic resistance by the
South Korean masses, the regime has no maneuvering
room to take internotional considerations into occount.
The dictatorial nature of the regime has significantly
deepened since the establishment of officiel relations
between China ond the United Stotes and between China
ond Japan. The crisis of the Park regime hos two bosic
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couses: o profound change in the international relation-
ship of forces and the advonce of the tenccious resistance
struggle of the South Korean mosses. There are four mo-
jor elements in the crisis of the Park regime:

First, the chonge in the worldwide relationship of forces
between revalution end counterrevalution hos an expres-
sion in the change of U.5. counterrevolutionary strategy,
The nermalization of Sine-U.5. and Sino-Japanese for-
eign relations ‘and the return of China to the UN have
worked to change the former Korean relationship of forces
represented by the 1948 UN resolution ("The Republic
of Korea is the sole legal Government in Korea."). This
means thot the South Koreon regime hos lost its interno-
tional base for its anticommunism and anti=unification.
Firding it impossible to toke an international position
independent of the politics of U.5. and Japanese impe-
rialism, the Pork regime wes forced to readjust its palicy
to the new relationship of forces through the 1972 jaint
statement of the North and South, This revealed the se-
rious decline of the South Korean interndtional position.
Second, Pork's economic policy of intensive industrial=
ization has been hit severely by the world economic re=
cession, The palicy of industrialization wos expected to
support the anticommunist and anti-unificationist stand
of the regime domestically, The South Korean economy
ochieved significant growth (second only fo the Japanese
economy in Asia). But this economic growth was realized
within the framework of a relatively stable exparsion of
the world capitalist economy. It is entirely dependent
on the import of foreign capital, the exponsion of the
export industries, and severe cuts in fhe living stondards
of the toiling masses. MNow that the world economy is
undergoing a deep recession, the Scuth Kerean economy
it in crisis.

Third, the regime has not been oble to develop any so-
cial base in South Korea itself. Such a base would allow
the regime 1o offset the difficulties arising from the
changes in the world political and economic situation.
The economy had grown at @ ropid poce, but the growth
had never contributed to any qualitative improvement

in the living stondords of the workers ond peosonts. The
"weal th" was entirely absorbed by the 600, 000-strong
army and the extremely corrupt buresiucratic copitalists
clasely connected with the opparatus of the regime. The
foct that the palicy of industriolizotion hod been carried
out ot a new coloniol suberdination to the Jopanese cap-
italist economy has created a new sociceconomic bose
thot deepens the traditiondl anti-Japanase consciousness
of the toiling maosses; that is, the deminant role of lapa-
nese capital works against the Park regime in the con-
sciousness of the mases,

Fourth, because of the above, the regime hos no choice
but to resort entirely to repressive police rule against
the struggles of the toiling mosses, Dictatorial police
rule has been hordened enormously, especially since
1972, This has fostered the development of tendencies
composed of liberal critics of the regime, even omong
U.5. and Japanese bourgeois circles. Park's deadly-
hord police rule has resulted in the regime's isolation

in international politics. U.5. and Jopanese imperialism
connat ignore this in their current purpose. The cose of
the kidnapping of Kim Dae Jun (a South Koreen opposi=

tion figure) by the KCIA during his stay in Japan is re-
vealing. The Jopanese bourgeoisie wos unable to give
full support to the Park regime.

Therefore, it is very clear that the Park regime foces
severe difficulties. The regime is now moking dexperate
efforts to establish a "national unity" and to normalize
its relationship with the Japanese government. Park
complains ebout the lack of credibility of U.5. imperi-
alism and the supposed threat of "invasion from the
Morth." The regime suppresses ony expression of anti~
Park sentiment via Emergency Decree MNo.? and frome-
up spy coses. The workers and peasonts ore forced fo

be organized by Park's war-time emergency measures

— students' nationol deferse bands and civil deferze
units, for example, All men between the oges of 18 and
50 who ore not members of the army, the national re-
serve army, or the students’ notional defense bands must
be organized into the civil deferse units. Members of
the units are forbidden to teke part in eny political oc-
tivity. The regime wants o 100 percent police-ruled
society. The pretext is the supposed "wor danger from
the Morth."

But it is obvious thot all these measures can never sta-
bilize the Park regime. The moximal intensificatian of
the police rule might have on effect in postponing the
final explosion of the workers and peasants against the
regime, but it is absolutely impossible to destroy the
very root of the popular explosion. |t is alse clear that
the regime has no prospeci of alleviating the economic
crisis. Among the U.5, and Japanese ruling circles there
are currents that are preparing themselves for the coming
explosion of the revelutionary erisis in South Kerea, The
Ford-Kissinger administration of U.5. imperialism has
no alternative but to support the Park regime. However,
because the deepening crisls of the Park regime poses
the serious possibility of reducing all the attempts of
U.5. ond Joponese imperiolism to o complete shombles,
there Is o definite possibility that U.5. and Japonese
imperialism will take preventive measures when the cri-
sis develops beyond o certain paint. They will do this
becauze it is in their essentiol interest to defend their
imperialist-colonialist system in Far East Asio and to per-
petuote the division of Koreo into Morth and South.

6Impuriulim ond its puppat Park are moving toward
the normalization of Korean relations with the Japa-
nese government. In August, lopanese Premier Miki is
to visit the United States to discuss with Ford, Follow-
ing this, the regulor conference of Japanese and South
Korean ministers is to be held, We will organize our
campaign against Miki's visit to the United Stofes and
the regular conference of Joponese and Scuth Korean
ministers in Japan. We will continve to campaign for
the releose of all the South Korean politicol priscners
from the joils of Park's police-rule dictatorship.

It is absolutely necessary for us fo work cansistently to
mobilize the Japanese' working class to overthrow the
whole system of U.5.-Japanese=South Korean pelitico-
military alliance and to support the South Korean tailing
masses in their fight to overthrow the dictaterial regime
of Park. The Koreon struggle calls for Asia-wide sol idar-
ity, and we must respord to the call, ll
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United

Front
Government

The various letters and statements published in the news-
papers relating to the crisis in the United Front Govern-
ment, that culminated in its break-up on September 2,
1975, with the expulsion of the three Lonka Sama Sa-
maja party (LSSP — Ceylon Equal Society party) ministers
from it that day, have not adequately revealed the real
reasons for the break-up ot this particular juncture,

We do not believe that it became necessary for M.
Bandoranaike to insist on Dry N M. Perera's removal
from the Ministry of Finance becouse of anything that
he may have stated at the LSSP Haortal commemaration
meeting on August 12, 1975, concerning the politics of
her late husband or her own polifical decisions relating
to the contemplated roke-over of foreign and locally
owned compony estotes.

The letters written to the prime minister, both by Dr.
M. M. Perero and Dr, Celvin R. de Silva before their
dismissal from the cobinet hod already made it clear
that they were willing to continue to serve in Mrs.
Bandaranaike's cabinet, despite their differences with

her on certain matters, Dr, N.M, Perera expressed his
regret for having sald anything that might have hurt
Mrs. Bondaranaike in reference o her late husband,
Dr. Colvin R. de 5ilva reminded the prime minister that
both he and Dr. N.M. Perera had attended a meeting
of a committee of ministers summoned by Minister of
Agriculture and Lands Kobbekaduwa on August 4, 1975,
in submission to her decision that this 5ri Lanko Freedom
party (SLFF) minister wos to be in charge of the proposed
take-over of company owned estates, though Dr. de
Silva was to remain minister of plantation industries,
and that Dr. de Silva hod himself suggested that the
minister of agriculture and lands should chair the com-
mittee "in the circumstances, "

The fact that the letters written by the two LSSP minis-
ters did not affect the prime minister's decision to foke
the portfolio of finance out of the hands of Dr. N.M.
Perera wos proof enocugh that she was no longer prepared
to fet the LS5P ministers serve in her cabinet on the
basis of the agreement betweean the SLFP leadership and
the L55P leadership that hod been the basis for the es-
tablishment of the United Front Government, os pointed
out by Dr, Perera.

Thus there can be no question that it was Mrs, Bonda-
ranaike who broke up the United Front Government that
she hod formed ond headed with the active collabora-
tion of the LSSP for the last five years.,

What is important for the working class and the broad
masses to appreciate are the political reasons underlying
Mrs. Bandaranoike's decision to break up the Umnited
Front Gavernment at this juncture.

We have no doubt that the mutual recriminations and
conflicts batween the SLFP and the L55P that have al-
ready begun as o result of the break=-up of the United
Frent Government will be accompanied by disclosures
of matters hitherto kept secret between them. Such dis-
closures may clowd rather than clarify the real issues
underlying the break-up,

We are of the view that the break=up is the result of
the economic crisis in which capitalism Finds Ttself in
Sri Lanka, os elsewhere in the capitalist world, in the
context of which that section of the capitalist class rep-
recarted by the SLFP leadership hos a pressing need for
the consolidation of capitalist rule under a government
in which all the key sectors of the administration are
held firmly in the hands of that leadership. It is for this
reason that the LSSP ministers could not be permitted fo
be left in contral of finance or given control of the plan-
tations to be token over from foreign and local compa~-
nies on compensation fo be negotiated with them. To
haye permitted this would have resulted in the LSSP
acquiring undue influence within the capitalist state,
with enhanced political influence in consequence, from
the viewpoint of the SLFP leadership. This is becouse
the plantations remain the main base of the capitalist
economy in 5ri Lanko and are its principal sources of
foreign exchange. The importance of the ministry of fi-
nance would itself be further enhonced by the state take-
over of company owned estates, for the reoson that the




state banks would then play a much more important role
in the export frade in plantation products than at present,
with increcsed control over state as well as private in-
vestment in consequence.

It was when Mrs. Bandoranaike offered alternative port-
folios to Dr, Perera, provided he gove up the ministry
of finance, and at the same time offered an alternative
portfolio to Me. Leslie Goonewardene, that the L35P
leadership finally realised that they were to be reduced
from o role of sarvice to one of servitude in the cabinet,
To have submitted to this would have reduced them to
playing no politically recognisable role at all as mem-
bers of o distinct palitical party. [t was at that stage
only that they finally decided to say "NO" to Mrs.
Bondaronaike, courting their dismissal from the cobinet
which then followed.

The various attempts said to have been madeé by the Com=
munist party and certain groups within the SLFP itself

to "preserve the unity of the United Front" were doomed
to end in foilure. The leadenhip of the SLFP, the dom-
inant party within the United Front, was no longer pre-
pared to maintain the United Front with its main left
component, the LSSP, on any basis that the L55P lead-
ership could make put to be even of some political bene-
fit to imsealf.

There Is good reason to believe that the capitalist backers
of the SLFP, and porticularly the bigger ones said to be
wielding a strong influence with Mrs. Bandaronaike and
her son, ployed asignificant rale in bringing about the
custer of the L35P from the positions it held in the gov=
ernment, The allegations of Dr. N, M. Perera and the
LSSP to that effect only serve to estoblish that he and
his other L55P colleagues in the United Front Govern-
ment were permitted to function within it only for so
leng os they served notonly the interests of the capi-
talist state but also those sections of the capitalist class
represented by the SLFP leademship. The policies pursued
by the former LSSP ministers were thus in conformity
with the "Bandaranaike policies, " in purtuance of which
the Common Programme of the United Front was express|y
declared to have been drawn up and signed in 1968 by
the SLFP, the LS5P, and the CP, At no time did the
LS5P leadership, right up o the moment of its expulsion
from the government, declare its unwillingness to con-
tinue to pursue those policies. They have sought to make
out to their own following, however, that inso daing
they were really pursuing a "tactic” within a capitalist
government, They will now have to explain te their fol-
lowing whether they have succeeded In that loctic.

The LS5P leaders now cannot make out that they have
been betrayed by Mrs. Bandaranaike, The SLFP leader-
ship has not changed its class chorocter; nor can there
be any doubt that Mrs. Bandaranaike took the LSSP lead-
ers into the government to serve the capital ist class in
such manner ot the SLFP desired and for 5o long as their
tervices were neaded,

The LSSP leaders, as well as all those who may be in-
terested in what has happened to them, would now do

well to note what the United Secretariat of the Fourth
Internotional had to say to the Central Committee of
the LS5P in o communication dated April 23, 1964, on
the guestion of coalition with the SLFP, which the ma-
jority of the Central Committee then contemplated:

"It is necessary to declare at this stoge, quite catego-
rically, that we oppose aur party entering any coalition
government wherein decisive control is held by a party
that has proved time and again its reluctance to move
against the capitalist order, and furthermore has demon=
strated in action its essentiolly anti=working class char=
acter. We do not believe that the character of the SLFP
is determined by the declarations of one or another of

its individual leaders. Its character has been ravealed
by its whole history during i years in power. In this
sense we see no reason for changing our charocteriza-
Hon of it as a party essentiolly Functioning within the
framework of capitalism and utilized by certain layers
of the bourgecisie ot a possible bulwark against the grow-
ing forces of the working closs. Any form of coalition
with such a porty, o long as it remains the dominant
majority within such a coalition, con only lead to the
immobilization of the left in advance and its becoming
iself a target for the growing resentment of the mosses. "

{our emphasis)

Today, not DnI:.-' the United Mational party {UMNP) but
even some of the erstwhile colleagues of the LS5P lead-
ers in the SLFP are making it appear that it wos Dr.

M. M, Perera, as minister of finance, who was primarily
responsible for attacks on mass living stondards carried
out by the United Front Government during his tenure
of offica. This is undoubtedly a distortion of the true
position. There can be no question as to the responsi-
bility of the entire SLFP leadership, as well os that of

Prime Minister Bandaranaike
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the CP, for the policies, financial and otherwise, that
have been pursued by the United Front Government,

What we have to point out is that the LS5P, together
with the SLFP and the CP, hos olso been respomsible for
direct attacks on the human and democratic rights of the
people under the Emergency that still prevails. The sup-
prassion and virtual liquidation of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna in 1971 is especially neteworthy in this con-
nection.

It was neither on the issue of the defence of mass livi
standards, nor on the Bsue of the defence of the demo-
cratic rights of the psople, nor for the restoration of

the fundamental right of workers to sirike, that the break-
up of the United Front hos taken ploce,

It is no more thon an cutcome of sectional differences
within the United Front Government on the distribution
of power within the copitalist state, and of the pelitical
influence and privileges derived by these who wield
such power,.

What will be the consequences? For a time, therae is
bound to be dismay ond confusion in the ranks of the
L5SSP and amongst its political following. This will af-
fect the trade unions and the student ond other organisa=
tions controlled by the L55P, with demoralisation in and
defections from them. There will also be comsiderable
dismay ond disheartening omangst those supperters of

the CP and the SLFP itsalf who believed that the United
Front Government wos anti=imperialist and "progressive’
because of the participation of the LSSP and the CP in
it. The shattering of the United Front by Mrs. Bondoro-
natke, with the subsequent endorsement of her action

by the Executive Committee of the SLFP, will serve to
dispel the illusions of such people.

The Communist party, inany cose, will find it difficuls,
without the assistance of the LS5P, to continue to main-
tain the myth of the progressive charocter of the so-
called national bourgenitie said to be represented by
the SLFP. They will now have to decide whether to
promate "the unify of all progressive forces” from inside
the government or from cufside it.

Our pesition has always been that the SLEP is a capital-
Ist party, though it has a mass middle closs and some

working class following, and even though there are cer-
tain differences between itand the UNP, which is a
more comservative capitalist party, in relation to Impe-
rialism and in regord to state control in the capitalist
economy. When the LS5P Ffirst entered into o coalition
government with the SLFP under Mrs, Bandaronaike's
leadership in June 1954, those of us who then belonged
te the L55P broke oway from it and condemned that oc-
thon as o betrayal of the working class and the left move-
ment, Wa pointed out then that Mrs, Bandaranaike had
turned to the L55P leadership for its assistance in the
maintenance of capitalist rule in this country, as the
SLFP leadership had found it difficult te do so by inelf
in the foce of rising working class militancy and maoss
discontent at that time. Today, the fact that the SLFP
leadership has dispersed with the services of the LSSP
leadership in the government therefore causes us no dis-
may and poses no dilemma,

For all those sections of the masses that hod realised the
counterrevolutionary and essentially reactionary char-
acter of the United Front Government in relotion to the
working closs end the brood mosses before it was broken
up the task continues to be to come together in a united
frant for the building of a new mass movement of the
left. This is an essential tosk not only for them but also
for all sections of the mass following of the three parties
that comstituted the United Front., There is no other way
for them to defend their interests than by the building
of such a movement of the left anew, This can be dane
only onan anticapitalist basis, and only under a lead-
ership that bases {tsalf Firmly upon the werking clas
ond the development of the class struggle for the over-
throw of copitolist rule and the establithment of a work-
ers and peosants government,

In today's context, such o movement must necessarily
struggle for the ending of the Emergancy, the rapeal of
oll repressive legislation, including the Public Securisy
Act under which the Emergency is maintained, and tha
Criminal Justice Commissions Act, os well as the re-
lease of all palitical prisoners held in custody wnder
either of those two reactionary laws, the restoration of
the right fo strike, and the restoration of the human
rights and democratic freadoms of the motses to act in
defence of their interests againtt capitalist exploitation
and oppression in any form.

Colombo, September B, 1975




Mare than 1,000 demonstraters marched on the American
Embassy in Panama City September 23 to protest aggres-
sive declarations by variows U.5. officials about the
"canal zone, " which is stll oceupied by American
troops. Organized by the Froceidn Secialista Revolu-
cionaria (Revolutionary Socialist Faction, a Trokkyist
organization), the FER (Revolutionary Students Federa-
tion), the Guaykucho, and various high=school and uni=
versity associations, particulorly the law students, the
demenstration was the largest since the coup d'etat of

1948,

The demonstrators marched through the eity, possing in
frant of the seat of the government, and held o meeting
at Santa Ana park in the oldest part of the city, histor-
ically the scene of many demonstrations. Slogans were
chanted against the continued American cccupation of
the canal zone, and there were some slogans denouncing
the government of General Omar Torrijos for its refusal
to wage a real struggle to galn contral over the canal,

From Santa Ana park the demonstrators marched to the
U.5. Embassy. The National Guard did not attack the
demonstrafors during a confrontation at the Embassy,

but tear-gas grenades were lounched as the demonstrators
were dispersing, The American ambassador complained
that the Guard hod not been sufficiently energetic in
repretsing the militants. For thair part, the demonstrotors
urged the Guard to turn their guns on the occupiers in
the canal zone and not on the people.

Among the major slogars of the demonstration were:
Mo Yankee bases in Panamal Mo bases for training
criminals! Joint deferse: betrayol of the peoplel Rice

and meat, the people are hungry! A government that
represses the sfudents is a government that will falll
Sovereignty or death! Chile, Panoma, Argentina —
Yankees out of Lalin Americal

The immediate reason for the demonstration were the

the agaressive and belligerant stotements of various U.S.
officials, Henry Kissinger included, about Americon
determination to continue the military accupation of the
canal zone indefinitely. The U.5. "lecse" on the canal
zone is due to run out and is now being renegotiated,
The "jeint-defense” denounced by the demomtrators is

a reference to a U.5. proposal aimed ot keeping the
estimated 10,000 L1.5; troops in the canal zone under
the pretext that Panama will be allowed some say in the
disposition of those forces. American imperialism's real
intentions, however, were revealed by Kissinger's state-
ment in early September that "the United States reserves -
the right to defend (sic.) the Panama Canal unilaterally
for a long period.” General D.P, McAuliffe, comman=
der of L5, troops in the canal zone, pledged to toke
"all necessary military meosures” If negotiations break
down and viclence erupts.

The September 23 demonstration was an initial response
te such declarations, On the evening after the demon=
stration, the students put out a communiqué saying that
Washington hod proven thot it has no intention of even
seriously negotialing the status of the canal, much less
agreeing to meet the demands of the people for total
sovereignty over the canal. They said that the Torrijes
government had to decide whether it would stand on the
side of the people or on the side of Ford and Kissinger,

ol



ARGENTINA

HOMAGE TO OUR
WOMEN MARTYRS

In early September, four women comrades of the Argentine Partide Socialista de los Traba-
jodores (Socialist Workers party) were murdered near La Plate, along with four male com-
rodes, (See INPRECOR, No.34, September 23, for biogrophies of the murdered militants.)
The fallowing article, paying homage to these women comrodes, appeared in the September
13 issue of Avonzado Socialista, the weekly of the PST, on the page normally devoted to

the women's struggle,

This page s devated to extending, defending, and ori=
enting the struggle of one of the most oppressed sectors
of society: women.

We have frequently and forcefully expresied the ideas
of our party about the thousands of problems women face
because of their oppression. We do not do this acciden--
tally or for conjunctural reasons. We are not among the
opportunists who talk about the "eternally forgotten and
obandoned" just because 1975 Is International Women's
Year.

We are not among those who have formed temporary
women's commissions "this year, " commissions that will
undoubtedly be dissolved next year,

Our party hos always hod o consistent practice in favor
of women . That is why we presented Nora Ciapponi as
a candidate for vice-president; that is why she argued
for the rights of women during her electoral campaign,
ard that is why we have always token part in all the
strugales and aetioms undertaken by women in our coun=-
try. We deo this because our party, workers and socialist,
struggles for the rights of all the opprested, One of the
most imporfant consequences of this political practice
os regards women is that o great many women comrodes
join our rarks and identify not only with our general
positions but also with our positions on women.

If some day we write our history, women will hold an
outstanding place in it,

And today, in this note, we wan! to begin to write o
part of this history, which, like the history of all those
instruggle, has its martyrs,

Today, then, we want to dedicate these lines to four
young martyrs that we, socialist women, have given to
the cause of the workers, martyrs whose lives were snuffed
out by savage murders,

Qur homage will be simple. We do not intend to write
exhaustive biograophies, nor do we want to put forth
grandiose exaggeratiors obout our comrnodes after their
deaths.

What we do want to point out about them is the merit
they deserve for the simple reason that they took up the
couse of socialism. For a woman, the merit is double.
For any comrade, to take the rood of struggle involves
risks and sacrifices in addition to satisfactions; but this
is doubly true for @ woman, for she hos to overcome all
the obstacles forced on her by the education of this so-
ciety,

Our murdered comrades had chosen their road well, and
the proof of that is the cruelty of the enemy. Some of
these comrodes, like Ana Marfa, were leading militants
in the workers movement, She fulfilled this rele, which
we would like to see all women workers play, with great
capacity, o b ftestified to by the ninety=six=hour strike
of her fellow workens in protest against the murders,

We are struggling for an equality that society denies us.
We are struggling to be able to take up all political and
trade-union posts, to moke household tasks easier for
women, to change their current stahus as "second closs
clitizems, "

And this society, whose lows and social norms close this
road to us, Is the same society that protects the murderers
of our male comrades, From this we must conclude that
while we are denled equal rights in life, we have equal-
ity in death.

The murderous hands that massacred the bodies of our
comrades made no distinction of sex when they pulled

the triggers.

Deespite our sadness and pain, this fills us with pride,
for it mears that we soclalist women are recognized os
consistent fighters, even by the enemy.

OF the fifteen martyrs that our party has suffered so far,
Adrianita, Ana Maria, Lidio, and Patricia are the first
women fo be added to the macabre and heroic list.

That is why, from this moment on, the demand for the
punishment of those responsible will become yet another
banner of struggle for all socialist women.

Editeis muponuchle: Rend Groslombert, 34 rue MNothomb, 1040 Brose ey, impelmarie spiciole de |'ediveur.




