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AROUND THZE

BLOODY PURGE

On the Nature of the Stalinist Reaction

The Farty which leads the toil-
ing masses in the strug;le against tle
bourgeoisie can never cease to be Marx-
ist after victory 1is achieved;and when
clagses disappear the Party together
with the proletarian State wither away
and entire mankind becomes Marxist,
that is, 1t views tie world and nature
as a materialist dialeetic-procees. It
goes without saying, no opportunist
force can lead the tollers to their
smancipation. And 1if the leaders of
the Marxist Party, after succees ful
revolution, should slide down to some
form of opportunism, tce; will inevit-
ably drag the working c¢lass back to
capitalism.

Under the 1leadership of Lenin
the Russian workers and peasantes over-
threw their landlords and capitalists,
took ever the land and industry and
establisned a proletarian State. When
Lenin, gravely ill, was compelled to
witadraw frow active party work, the
rest of tae leaders deviated from the
established Bolshevik methods of lead-
ersaip. ZExcepting Lenin, virtually
every ranidng leader in the Bolshevik
Farty had at one time or another shown
serious deviations from Marxiemx. This
time the departure from Bolgheviem oc-
curred not in tas tneoretical but in
the organjizational field. In theory
the Party continued for some time "to
adhere" to Marxism. In practice a
group of leaders, in fact the majority
of them, headed by Stalin, Zinoviev
and Kamenev, in order te secure perman-
ent personal control of the Barty and
the State, introduced tne practice of
burocratic autaority. Taere arose the
eystem of appointing chiefs for all i~
portant executive posta of <the State.
A hierarchy with higher efficials app-
tinting eubordinates who seught places
in the burocratic sun, steadily choked

all inner-Party and Soviet workers!
democracy. A number of factors facil-
itated this opportunist development,
thae most important among them being

the gomplete abgence of authentic
Marxian oppoeition.

Little doubt that in the begin-
ning not one of the burocratigers sus-
pected tdat he was helping t0 set in
motion a process which would allow un-
precedented concentration of power in
the hands of the man they were placing
atr tae steering wheel, that the vast
majority of them would be metaodically
eliminated by him from power and from
life; that the process spelled the
doom of the October revolution and
fatal eonsejuences for the world pro-
letariat and all the oppressed.

To perpetuate its own existence,
the burecratic system - Staliniem - ag
it began to take shape, evolved cer-
tain specific features. It establish~
ed a perennial target, Trotsky, whose
former anti-Bolghevigm was attacked as
thougn it were an immediate danger to
the proletariat. Wita the alacriteus
aggistance of a great varisty of caar-
latans that inveasted the Comintern,the
Browders, Lovestones, Cannong, Pollits
and Therezes, Staliniem captured all
tae foreign seections of the Comintern
and transformed it 4nto an efficient
machine for preventing successful rev-
olutions. Otherwise a Trevolution,
starting dut with widespread self-act-
ivity and power to the workere, would
Imperil tae rapidly rising burocratic
pyramid in the firet proletarian State

Stalinism has distorted tae his-
tory of the Qctober revolution and the
roles of the participants, ateadily
magnlifying, a3 years go by, the fisure
of Stalin, and reducing tiae figures ef



-2 -

all the other leaders, especially that
of Trotsky who played a very important
narta It introduced the "theory" of
building Jocialism in Russia alone. It
aas distorted Marxism througa an ad-
nixture of bourgeols concerts. It
fractices bharefaced lying.

In the first period of Staliniz-
ation,Trotsky, opposing Lenin's policy
of uncomprogising fight against Stalin,
bent on peace with Stalinism, made
strenuous efrorts to win Stalin to =a
policy of harmony within the leader-
ship. Attempting to negotiate comypro-
rises and freeze tne centralization
process, he was against Lenin on the
question of removing the chief burec-
rat ("I am for preserving the etatus
quo.....I am againgt removing Stalin."
Leon Trotsky, MY LIFE, y. 483). And
as time pagsed, other,direct supporters
of Stalin such as Zinoviev and
Kam.nev were being slbowed out ef the
way . They, too, attempted to arrest
the development at the point it had
already reached. In vain. Tnce in
possegsion of power, Stalin, ever less
digpoged to siiare it, would not relax
his tenacious hold and would meet no
one on equal terms.

By 1934 Stalin wielded suffi-
clent power te raise himgelf to dizzy
heights through the physical destruc-
tion of tae entire generation which
had actively and directly participated
in the overtarow of Rugsian capitalism.
To start tae bloedy ball rclling,Stalin
from all indications arranged for tae
agsagssination of one of his lackeys,
Kirov. The mystery of this assagsin-
ation has at last been cleared wup by
one of tae bdest infermed lickspittles
of Stalin, Yaroslavsky, who revealed
that Yagoda, Xnowing of the forthcom-
ing attempt upon Rirov's life ordered
the G.F.Us men not to pretect Kirov,
No doubt the revolver shot of Stalin's
ag9agsin "saved" Kirov from "confese-
ing" of %bYeing a Fascist dgent,and
death before a firing squad.

The bloody phase commenced. At
firet Stalin conducted secret "trials"
0f the leaders who in the past had re-

serted to an effort te stem his ad-
varice. Later he elaborately staged
"oren trials" and extended the blood-
letting to rperfectly good Stalinists,
rerlacing them with new, 1less promin-
ent, therefore more dependabla, oppor-
tunists.

surrounded by a host of flunkeys
recruited frem among people far less
famil{ * witan Marxigsm then sueh men
as Zinoviev, Radek or Bukharin; con-~
stantly restocking his apparatus with
elements alien and hostile to tne in-
terests of the toiling masses, alert
Stalin will contimue Treintroducing
bourgeois ideology and capitalist
features inte Soviet life. If no new
Bolshevik force arises, the 1logical
rasult of the retreat of the October
revolution is obvious. The whole will
end either in the Fascist dictatorship
of Stalin or some otaer burocrat, or
in the restoration of the Romanoff dy-
nasty, or in the partitioning of the
Soviet Urnion among the great imperial-
ist powers.

Stalinisx promotes reaction in-
ternationally. Employing its masked
engine of ccunter-revolution — the
"Comintern"—foisting upon the guile-
lecas masses new an ultra-Leftist, now

an 1ltra~kightist policy, Stalinism
betrays one section of the inter-
rational prcletariat after anotiner:

Erg¥and 1926; 'China 1925-1927, 1938 ;
Germany 1923,1932{ Austrig 1933-1934;
Spain 1931-1938. It 1¢ rpreparing the
betrayal ef the French, the British,
the Amsrican and other whrkers. To
tarow back the powerful waves of re«
action, to restore the horribly dis-
torted and dangeréusly undermine d
Soviet State to Marxist health, it {s
necessary to0 wunmask the Stalinists
and free the proletariat from their
clutches. Only when this, main-ob-
vhackd to revolution is removed can
the international preoletariat resume
its historical march towards Secial-
ism. The elimination of Stalinism in
&t least one important country or uni-
versal Fascism-——thesd are the &pnly
historical alternatives.
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TROTSKYISM AND THE PURGE

The rrovlem of “exposin unl (rivd
ing ocut thc countorersvolitionary . erts
of the Stalinist reaction is by far not
a simple matter. The enormous task of
tearing the red mask off the face of
Stalinism is rendered more difficult by
various pseudo-Bolshevik groups. These
groups,without a single exception, play
into the hands of Stalinism by instill-
ing in the minds of the revolutionary
workers the deadly 1llusion that the
Stalinist scourge, and for that matter
the other powerful agency of counter-
revolution, Social Democracy, can be
dofcated by reaching the massos dircet,
bohind tho backs of Stalinism and Soc-
ial Democracy. ‘

Tho most confusing, most offoct-
ive and theroforo mest dangerous pseudo-
Bolshevik agency which in appearance
promotes, but in reality sabotages the
struggle against Stalinism is the ten-
dency represented by Trotsky. Guilty
of having at one time (1922-1926) act-
ively and consciously, and afterward
passively and unwittingly, contributed
to the gruwtk and savety of the Stalin-
ist roaction, Trotsky continues along
the road which he chosc at the cradle
of Stalinism. It is the road of con-
cealing his own responsibility for the
post-Leninist reaction, the road of
spreading confusion and distostion of
Leninisms. The policy of Trotsky and
his Cannons and Shacntmans accomplishes
the purpose of shielding Trotsky, bdut
at the same time it plays materially
into the hands of the very enemies the
Trotskyltes profess to fight, Stalinism
and its ally the bourgcoisie.

To give a few oxamples:

It does not require much penctra~
tion +to realize that those who
from the start sided with Stalin,who lave
been his personal friends and closcst
collaborators for fifteon years or more,
people who have shared all his crimes,
are the most corrupt rencgades and
vicious enomies of tho proletariat.That
their master, who is impelled by un~

quenching ambition, is now eliminating

them does not alter the fact that

these people up to the last moments of

their lives havo boon Dbetraying the

Russian and international working-

class. But the Cannons and Shachtmans,

for a reason, do not present Stalin's

henchmon in their true color. Let us

tYako the case of Aveli Yenukidze. Here

was & man who was Stalin's bosom friend
for decades. Yenukidze assisted Stalin
in betraying the Chiness, the German
and the Spanish workers. He helped to

organize tho frame-up of Zinoviev and
Kamenev. He was one of tho most ac-

tivo participants in the sport of

hounding and destroying the revolution-
ary workers in the Sovict Union. Says

Shachtman:

"Avell Yenukidze, another old
revolutionist whose WHOLE LIFE was
given to the cause of the working
class." (Socialist Appeal, Docember
25, 1937. Our emphasis.)

This outragoous lie is no accident, as
we shall show below,.

Another example. It is obvious
to any class-conscious worker that one
cannot serve opportunism and revolu-
tion at the same time. But the Trot-
skyltes teach the workers that it is
possible to combine service to Stalin-
ist reaction and to workers' revolu-
tion:

"Leo Karakhan...This 014 Bol-
shovik,who sorved the revolutionary
movement and the revolution itself
for decades, even in the horribly
distorted form of WORKING SILENT
FOR STALIN." (Ibid. Our ompha.sis.‘§

What rich sustonance for Stalin-
ism this poisonous statement containsl
In effect Trotskyites say to the work-
ers: DO not condemn the Stalinist
burocrats as hangmen of the revolution.
Some of them work for you while serv-
ing Stalin. And those who founded the
burocratic system, who destroyed work-
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ers dexocracy and Lenin's Party, the "The Conmunist leadsrs, though
momert t2o; are liguidatod by Stalin, confused, poor, and incapatle, are
are declarcd to have spent all treir rovoluticnists or semi-revoluticn-
lives ir promoting the causs of tle ists that have becn led from the
toilers. TFor instance: right track." (Lecn Trotsky,  WHAT

NEXT, p. 113.)
"o matter what ono's attitude

towards tho dofendents at tho Moscow The workers rmet be warned again
trials, no mattur how one judes and again that the Stalinist hirelings
the{r corduct in the oclutches cf the are tko rest  itrsachercus charlatans
GPU, &il of them -~ Zincviev, Kauen- withir tke workets camp.  Trotskyist
oY, Swirrov, Piatakov, Iadek, Rykov, dmceptions must be counter-acted by
Bukherin, and meny otaore ~- ueve 3Y merclless oriticism. Opportunism is
TEE WiOLE COURSE OF THI'IR TIVES prov- an ally of the bourgeoisle. Stalinist
8d tlheir dlsirtorsgties 2avosion 0  opportunism is an open ally of irperi-
the Russian peopie and thslir strug- alist bourgeoigie. But ths Trotsky-
gle for liveration. ln exccuting 1ites teach ths wdirkers tke very oppos-
thewn and thousards lese xmowr; but ite., Felix Morrow bemcans the fact
ne legs devohod tc the cause of the that the Stalinist burocracy “"puts its
tbilers..“ n(Leon Tooetsky, Socialist faltl: not in its reel ally the inter-
Appeal, March 26, 1938, Our erpiasis) national precletarias, but in its rman-
euvers and cormbinations with capital-

Tretsky 1s of course fully aware ist 'allies'." (Soeialist Arpeal, Dec-

of the fact that.be 13 falsifying his- enmber 1936. Our erphasis.)

tory. The editors of the Sacialist Ape-
peal no leas than Trotsky imow that the Stalinier is of course not an
Bolahevism of Zinoviev, Kamencv.Puihar~ ally but a masked enemy of the inter-
in, Ryxov &nd of .:lera w#.o either :id- national proletariat. Trotskyist mis~
ed with Stalinism when 41 rprang into ropresentations of the rposition of
oristeuce, or pureuvd “be pclier ¢{ ad~ Stalinism in Telavion to the inter-
artation,was exvinguished ir 1322. Yet national prolesariat helps Stalinism
Trotuky &nd his. hangers 6. atve d-stort- t¢ convirce the workers that they must
ing 1he trvth. Tale goaweicasy dupery suppoeri the Svalinist hurocracy, their
causes erormoug dwuage ‘n vhd verk of "real ally."
establishirg. the faclas ¢f ihe. dogener-

“ior. of the Rusasian lesdershiyp.  The Lerniin detested "-/Orld public op-
aim of the Troisgyites is -otvicus. dnion"™ which is nothing else than the
Sirice Trotsky himss.f is gulivy ¢f hav~ Opinion of the bourgecisie. He add~-
lug aesigsed Stalin daviag Lanin’a 111- roesed himself primarily to the work-
neas and after (see our builviin IN DE- 1ng class. But Tro%sky, especially in
FENSE OF 30LSHEVISM Vei, ..Nc.2), it is Tecsnt wmonths, in connsction with the .
necesuary for them %0 whitownsh every Dl00Cy phase of the concentration of
Stalinist opportunist who page with his Stalin's personal power, has besn dir-
hesd for having ueirayed wirle: s denoc- @eting his main  efforts te reach
recy ané the cause ci the incernational 'world public opinion." Tr ot 8k g
workinguslass. Ths 1ilus of sucesty for Writes:
rensnadss, againsty which: Lenin fought

relartlessly when. the luedsrs of the ~ "Thus, from the gaping cont.
Second Internationsl betveysi Marxiem, radicticns and the heap of liss in
in assid\l’)’ml}' ML ivdted bY TCO‘JBWiSm' th.e new trial, the Ih&de Of MRSh.rl
The policy is in ctupiste sccors with  Tuwidcheveky steps forth with thund.
'Trotskyve utt‘n”.}’ Falae Tesls ﬁh?li the erc. s H-Ppe&l to world pu'blic Opinv

Staiiniat "leadoir® 8re nuh traachsrous 3.6n." (Yhe New York Times, Marck (e
carcertsts and- oppoliurial ecum; dut 1938.)

are revolutionists or gemi-revolution- sn2 woll 4% 48 for Trotsky to picture
ists led astray: tiae shade of the Stalinist general ap-
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pealing to the bourgeoisie instead of
to the revolutionary workers. Tukhach-
evsky, not any less, perhdps more than
mueny Other Stalinist carcerists, parti-
cipated in all the 1lurild crimes of
Stalinism and faithfully collaborated
in nounding and murdering anti-Stalin-
ist workers.

And speaking of Stalinist gener-
als, no true Bolshevik can regard these
putrid renegades and self-seckcrs as

Reds. The word Red denotos rovolution-
ary, and the Trotskyites 1leaders

are familiar with this populaly accepted
definition. But, whilé the Protskyitos
rocklossly and incorrectly describe the
Stalinist regima as totalitarian - "To-
talitarien regime of Stalin and Company"
(socialist Appoal , March 12, 1938)—the
moment Stalin, to concentrate greater
power in his hands, wipes out a fow of
his Company, thess few are placed by
Troteky into the catalogua of Reds, the
"marshals" of the Stalinist burocracy
becoming "thc best Red generals" (Laon
Trotsky, Socialist Appeal, March 26,
1938) .

From the day Stalin and his gang
organized the conspiracy to usurp power
in the first workers State, Trotsky
kept alive among the militant workers
the nmurderous absurdity that the gang
could be induced to0 execute & turn to-
wards Soviet democracy. As late as
June 1937,after the Stalinist assassins
had murdered their own generals,Trotsky
offored the hardered burocrats support
along ths lines of reviewing their awn
frame-ups. He cabled to Stalin's "Cen-
tral Committee" in Moscow:

"Stalin's policy. is leading to
comploto collapse intornal as well
as extarnal. The only salvation is
& radical turn toward Soviet democ-
racy, beginning with an opon roeviow
of the last trial. ALONG THIS ROAD

1 OFFER COMPLETE SUPPORT."

The attitude of the Trotskyites
towards tho Stalinist reaction in its
bloody .phase 1s along the 0ld line of
Trotsky's rendoring valuable services
to Stalinism in its earlior stages.
This line, running-from 1922 on thr ough
his rofusal to agrse with Lenin's den-
and for the removal of Stalin, his de-
featist silence 4in the face of the
Staliniet cry of the danger of "Trot-
skyism," his deception of the masses
with respect to Stalin's "Leninist
levy," his attempt to win a political
holiday, his -wunpardonable act of
shiolding Stalin from Eastman's expos-~
ure by the brazen denial of the exist-
ence of Lenin's will in wnich Loenin
for tho last time told the party to
romove Stalin: "Comrade Lenin HAS NOT
LEFT ANY *WILL!.....All talk with reg-
ard t0 & oconcealed or mutilated
fwill! is nothing but a DESPICABLE LIE"
(L. Teotsty, Inprecorr, Sept. 3, 1925,
DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM Vol. 1, No. 3);
his ghabdy declaration of October 16,

1926 in which he unconditionally ac-
ceptad Stalin's discipline. It 1s the

line of rojecting victory and doliber-
ately choosing defoat (Leon Trotsky,
WHAT HAPPENED AND HOW, p. 34), the
ruinous, opportunist policy of "cor-
roecting" and tail-ending Stalinism, of
assuring the workers, prior to the ad-
vent of Hitler, that Staliniem would
adopt a Bolshevik policy ih Germany.

For the revolutionary workers the
elementary lesson is obvious. It 1is
impossible to defeat Stalinism which
disorients tke proletariat and promot-
es international reaction, it is futile
to think of the possibility of reest-
ablishing Leninism,without mercilessly
combatting the pro-Stalinist clutter
and confusion,distortions and opport.
unism of Trotsxy and his Shachtm ans
and Felix Morrows.
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LOVESTONEISM AND THE PURGE

The Lovestone leadership support-
ed Stalin's frame-up of Zinovievy and
Kamenev. "We are convinced that there
is no adequate reason at hand to doubt
the confessions made by the accused."
(Workers Age, Sept. 5, 1936.) After
the arrest of Bukharin, the execution
of Tukhachevsky, the lumping together
of the Lovestoneltes with the Trotsky-
ite "agents of Hitler," 1t began to
dawn upon Lovestone that Stalinism was
widening its net to include among its
fram.-up victims the staunchest Stal-
inists.s If during the "Third Periogd"
the Lovestoneltes were classified by
Stalin as a variety of "Social Fascism"
on "theoretical grounds, then, with
the commencement of the Dbloody frame-
ups, it became plain, Lovestone, Wolfe
and others would bo branded as actual
agents of Mussolini; hitler and Francos
The Lovestoneite 1leaders would 1like
very much to wash their hands of the
infernal Stalinist brew thoy themselv-
es helped to comcoct. But they can't.
Historically they are branded, as are
Trotsky, Zinoviev, Bukharin, Kalinin
and other direct and indirect, famous
and obscure, discarded and amployed,:
hounded and pampered builiders; uphold-
ers and defenders of the Stalinist
system.

To adjust themselves to the new
condition, the Lovestorneites, some-
what belatedly, with an adroit and
practiced hand executed a sly maneuv—
er. They had, doubtless, perused the
contradictory "confessions" of Zinov-
iev, Kamenev and others, had examined
Trotsky's refutations of the flimsy
"evidence," and thsy had resd at
least some of the 1literature which
exposed Yagoda's crude frame-up. But
all that, including their personal
knowledge of Stalin's treachery,
craftiness, and the bestial frame-up
methods he generally uses, had failed
to convince them. They declared that:

"The c¢laims of Trotskyites
to innocence are absurd not only
in face of the evidence, but also
because their theories and propag-

anda are & complete justification
for the acts which the defendants
confessed of having committed. Why
plead so loudly one's innocence of
the ONLY STEPS that could have
been taken to follow out a certain
line?" (Workers Age, May 15, 1937.
Our emphasigf.)

Then came the arrest and purge of the
pure Stalinists. The Lovestoneites
wore impelled to0 find -~ miracle of
miraclese = in Trotsky's testimony
before the Dewey Cormission, which es-
gentially added nothing new to the or-
igin.l material given by Trotsky and
others, that the trials were frame-ups.

", ..Trotsky scores brilliant-
ly. After reading these pages,
there tannot remain the slightest
doubt in the mind of any literate
person that the charges and alleg-
ations made against Troisky and the
other better-known defendants at
the Moscow trials,are just a tissue
of mnot very cleverly concocted
falsehoods." (Will Herberg, Workers
Age, Dec. 18, 1937.)

Thues when it came to0 Bukharin "confes-
sing," the Lovestoncites "discovered"
the true character of the previous
"trials."

"Without doubt, this 'trial?
will proceed in the game 0l3 way.
There will be abject 'confossions!?
consisting of a jumble of political
and factual impossibilities concoc-
ted by the G.P.U., crude discrepan-
cles and glaring self-contradic-
tionse And there will be the same
verdicts of guilty decided upon in
advance and the same series of ex~
ecutions to follow. Another great
Ytriumph! will be chalked up for
the Stalin-Yezhov rogime of blood
and destructionl®™ (Workers Age,
March 12, 1938. Our emphasis.)

Prior to the frame-up of Bukharin the
Lovestoneites, somchow, had failed to

see these glaring contradictionsg ad
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factual izmpossibilitiesl

Does this mean the Lovestomeites

are recanting, are going to make a
¢loan breast.of it and tell the truth,

the wnole truth? Those who will naive-
ly %take such a view do not know that

with Lovestons, Wolfe and Herberg, as

well as with Trotsky and his Cannons

and Shachtmans, systematic evasion and

centradictory phrase-juggling have

risen to the status of a fine art. At-

tempting to wriggle out of the respan-

sibility for the horridble mess that

S$talin, with their assistance, made of

October, the Lovestoneites declare:

"Wo have never been the Amer-
ican offshoot or branch of any pol-
itical group or tendency in the
Soviet Union." (Workers Age, March
12, 1938.)

Is the statement above true or
false?t It is a lie from beginning to
ende In the minds of the old-timers,
Lovestone's accurate history is etched
with vividness. When Stalinism was in
its infancy Lovestone was dn outstand-
ing leader of the Ruthenberg-Lovestone-
Pepper group, definitely supporting
the Stalinist clique in Moséow, who in
turn helped this group seize the lead-
ing posts in the American Party. Love-
stone with alacrity accepted the anti-
Leninist, burocratic method of solving
ths question of leadership when Stal-
in's emmissary, Gussev, by the order
¢f the "Comintern"® (Stalin-Zinoviev-
Kamenev)
Carnon gang and ingtalled Ruthenber g-
Lovestone~Wolfe-8tachel. The
Staiinist puppets
ty repaid Stalin for his favors by
endorsing the removal by the "Comin-
tern" of the Brandler-Thalheimer and
the Fisher-Maslow leadership in the
Goerman party.

Lovestone followed Stalin's
clique all along in helping to build
the bYurocratic pyramid in the Soviet
Union, with remunerative political re-
sulits-for himself. Ho facilitated
Stalin's task of capturing the sec~
tions of the Comintern. As efficient-

kicked out ths Fostar-Browdsr-

new
in the American par-

ly and conscientiously as any of the
hard-working Stalinist flunkeys he
hounded Stalin's chief scapo-zoet,
Trotsky, Courting favor like a true
lackey, he tried to0 be mors vicime
than his master and in oppositicn *o
Stalin himself Lovestone demanded tle
expulsion of Trotsky as early as in
July 1927:

"It might interest you to
now that at the full meeting of
the executive committee of the Com-
munist International, held in Mos-
cow in July, 1927, Thaelmarnn and I
were elected to meet a sub-commit-
tee of the Political Bureau of the
C.P.S.Us, consisting of Stalin and
Bukharin, to demand that the Rus-
sian party expel Trotsky fortwith.
It might 1likewlse interest your
readers to know that Stalin was
then most adamant in his opposition
to the expulsion of Trotsky from
the C.P.S.U." (Jay Lovestone, "Let-
ters to the Editor of the Tim e s,"
The' New York Times, Feb. 14, 1937.)

Surely Lovestone, an inside man
of the Comintern,in close association
with the foremost leaders of the Rus-
sian party, familiar with the inner-
workings of the burocracy, was inform-
ed of Lenin's will, a "socret" known
to the ontire Russian top leadership
and even to some outsiders,as the case
of Max Eastman unmistakably indicates.
Lovestone cortainly read in the Inpre-
corr, November 17, 1927 Stalin's ad-
mission of the existence of Lenin's
testament. Stalin declared:

Meesesolt 1s sald that In the
'tostament! 1in question Lenin sug-
geated to the Party Congress that
it should deliberate on thc quest-
ion of roplacing Stalin and appoint-
ing another camrade in his place as
General Soecrotary of the P L-r ¢ ¥.
THIS IS PERFECTLY TRUE." (p. 1429.

(Our omphasis.)

Lovestone together with Foster,

Browdor and others ondorsad Trotsky's

outrageous, lying statement on Eastman,
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thus helping Stalin to suppress one of
the most important documeénts of Lenw

in's. Lovestone never repudiated Rhis
endorgement.

Up to May 1929 Lovestone gave
direct and uncritical support to Stal-
in's policies in the Soviet Union and
the Comintern, and therefore bears a
share of direct responsibility for the
ravages wrought by Stalinism in Eng-
land (1926), China (1927) and elge-
where. Lovestons sgupported not only
the ultra-Right sigzag of chaining the
Chinese toilers to Chiang Kai-shek but
also the ultra-Left of spreading the
Staliniat "Third Period" fake of
social«fascisms

"There is & noticeable and
rapid fusion of socialist reformism
with the capitalist state and in-
creasingly open collaboration bet-
ween socialist reformism and fas-
ciem in all its formp; ' (Jay Love-
stone, THE COMMUNIST, November 1928,
Pe 660f Our Oﬂ@h&ﬁiﬁo

But he hardly got beyond this
recording of his acceptance of the
"Third Period" ling, when the process.
of burocratic centralization reached a.
higher stage. Lovestone did much to
placate inexorable Stalin, who was
determined to tighten his hold upon
all sections of the Comintern. To
prove his 1loyalty to the powerful
usurper in the Soviet Union, Lovestone
sent hooligan gangs armed with hlack-
Jacks and lead pipes to dreak up Trot-
skyist meetings: the Labor Temple
meeting on February 26, 18929 and the
Hungarian Hall meeting on April 19th.
Having helped Stalin to c¢rush the
leaders of the German Communist Party,
Brandler and Thalheimer, Lovestone
with cheerfvul readiness gave ©Stalin
energetic gupport against Bukharin,
Rykov and Tomsky as representatives of
the "Right danger":

"Our party has pursued an en-
ergetic policy in the struggle ag-
aingt Brandler and Thalheimere.....
Our Central Committes gave prompt
and energetic endorsement to the

struggle of the Central Committee
of the C.P.S.U. (Stalin) against
the right dangor." (Jay Lovestons,
PAGES FROM PARTY HISTORY, p. 16.)

Crouchingly ingratiating, the
Lovestone leaders in their wooing of
Stalin's pleasure stooped even to such
acts as tho proposal to remove Bukhar-
in from thoe Comintern. With utter con-
tempt Stalin himself revealed this in
his spesch t0 the American Commission,
May 6, 1929, while Lovestone was still
at the head of tho Amorican Partys
Lovoptone never denied thig. Lovestone
knew of Stalin's "Corridor Congress"
in the period of the Sixth Congress of
the Comintorn. Instead of flashing a
bright beam upon this shady business,
Lovestone kept it secret from the work-
ors. Whon he finally came dut with an
obscure refercnce to the "Corrider
Congress," aftor he had been ousted
from tho Stalinist "Party," his half-
disclosure falled to6 produce any ef-
fect. The rank-and-file was already
under thé sinister epell of.3Browder-
Weinstone~Bedacht and had neither
faith nor interést in

After Lovestone was expelled by
his own double-crossing 1lidutenants,
Lovestone, partly because he had to
coniceal his shady past, partly because
he hoped that Stalin would eventually
take him back,contimed white-washing
and tail-ending Browder and other "our
official comradee" (Jay Lovestone, THE
PEOPLE'S FRONT ILLUSION, p. 30).

With the frame-up of Bukharin,
the Lovestoneites more vociferously
than ever before, proclaim their poli-
tical independence. They have nothing
to do with Stalin, and thank goodness
never had ("Out dammed spot"—Macbeth).
The Stalinist regime, they declare, is
*.n oppr.ssive regime long obsolete,
long doprived of whatever progress ive
function it my once have had." (Work-
ers Age, March 12, 1938.) So, Stalin-
ism, originating with the Stalin-Zino-
viev-Kamenev plot, nad at one time a
progressive function — and we know
when. When Stalin gave the American
party to Lovestone, when Bukharin was
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Stulin's main political tool, and wp
to Lovestone's expulsion. But hardly
ten months ago Lovestone's paper assur-
ed the workers that Stalin's "obso-

lete," "Oppresswe" and reactionary
burocratic’ ‘“regime of blood and des-
truction” is building the new human

society — Socialism:

"The essential correctness of
o 1lino of the leadorship of the
GPSU In bilding sociclisn in the
Sovict Uniorts 4 &% ioXlxnxs Age,
May 15, 1937, )

The problem. of removing the
groatest (although not the only) ob-
stacle to proletarian revolution, the

destruction of the fountainhead of con-

fusion, paralysis and reaction within
tho workingclass is pressing. The hour
is grave. I s incumbent upon true
Leninists to0 unfold a tremendous cam-
paign to poht:.c;zg the proletariat
and free the thousands of honest. work-
ers, unsuspecting victims, from the
clutcheg of Stalin'g agents. But the
Lovestoncites and the Trotgkyites,fear-
ing exposure,.give Browder a free hand
to continue his devastating work among
the Leftward-moving workers and iritel-
lectuals. Instead’ of attempting to
ummask and isolate Stalinism, to inter-
cept the human stream that without in-
terruption flows into the Stalinist
reservoir, the Lovestoneites, the
Trotskyites and all other pseudo-anti-
Stalinists, spread 1illusions about

Stalinism, adopt the sectarian orient-

ation “"towards the masses." This
works out ideally for Stalinism which

_succeeds in pleying its gams undisturb.

ed.

The inflvence of  Stalinien,
thanks to the tragic- fact that- it is
in. control eof - thp only proletarian
State, far outwighs its numprical
strength. = Independent ‘activity to
reach the masess while $Stalinism s
very effectively dblocking the way, is
an illusory  policy, a phantom, an
onportunist fraud. At present all
energieg of genuine Leninists must be

And even today, 1in the very issue of
Lovestona's paper in which it is ad-

‘mittod that Stalinism 1s not progress—

ive, that it is consequently reaction-
ary, ong reads:

"For. the Soviet Union,despite
Stalin’s despotism and atrocities,
Temaing a- workingclass country
where Socialism is- being built."
(Workers Age; March 12, 1938. Our
emphasis.”

Such is Lovestoneite duplicityl

devoted toward the struggle of tearing
down the strongest pillar of reaction
within the proletariat ——  Stalin's
"Comintorn" .— - the mightiest epportwmn-
ist obstacle to proletarian revolution,
by urmmasking the Browders, and toward
exposing the hypec¢rites and opportun-

ists who pretend to fight Stalinism,

in reality shielding it and helping it
to betray the international working-
class. An organization whose founde~
tion ig fraud must always avoid a rev-
olutionary policy. The Lovestoneites
and the Trotskyites cannot adopt the
Lentnist line because it would mean
self-exposure. Distorting fhe truth
atout the rise, the nature and methods
of Stalinism they treat it as a second-
ary, side issus. That is why the Love-
stoneite and Trotskyite leadeys, after
every new turn their organizations
make, misdirect their hepeful follow
ers, under the guise of "activity,"
into the blind alley of stagnation,
while thée Stalinist plague marches on.

~.The road to the masses is throgh
the advanced workers. .The toilers can
secure victory over the bourgeoisie—
both Fascist and "democratic" - only
over the dead bodies of Stalinism,

Social Democrgcy and the other opport-

unist currents. By launching a war of
exposvre against -all opportunism tko
honest revolutionists will succeed in
winning the advanced workers, and
through the advanced, the masses, to
load them against capitalist slavery.




WHY THEY DID NOT REPLY

The following letter was sent by
THE LENINIST LEAGUE to the Independent
Communist Labor League, Socialist Worlk-
ers Party, League for a Revolutionary
Workers Party, Revolutionary Workers
League, and Marxist Workers League:

March 1, 1838
"The monstrous gang headed by Stal-
in, in 1ts uninterrupted march of
boetrayal and terror, has opened an-
other of its horrible shows before
the amazed and confused masses and
the rejoicing bourgeois reaction.It
is nacessary to 1lift a thunderous
voice of protest, a voice of expos~
ure of bloody Stalinist reaction to
reveal the real issues behind its
ghastly crimes. It is imperative
to awaken the masses to the des-
tructive and reectionary nature of
Stalinist ccunter-revolution.

We propose immediate action along
the following lines. Formation of
a united front committee composed
of reprosentatives of all anti-Stal-
inist organizations that hold the
position that the Soviet Union is a
workers'! State, to carry out the
following minimum program:

1) The Committeo to arrange a dom-
onstration at the Stalinist Con-
sulate.

2) A United Front mass meeting to
be called at once in a central-
ly located public hall,

3) An open air protest demonstra~
tion to be staged in Union
Square.

Upon receipt of the acknowledgament
of the necessity of such action, a
delegate from each group should be
gent to form the United Front Com-
mitee. It dis urgent that no time

be wasted in replying.
Fraternally yours,

THE LENINIST LEAGUE OF U. S. A."

Not a single one of the above
mentionoad organizations expressed ag-
reement to form an anti-Stalinist un-
ited front. A reply camc from the
League for a Revolutionary  Workers
Party (the Ficld group) to the offect
that thoy would sond an observer. The
Revolutionary Workers League (Stamm)
wrote asking to be informed of
the date and place of the maetinge. The
Trotskyites and the Lovestoneites did
not roply. Some days following the
dispatch of tho letter, a note was
sont reminding them that we had not
yet heard from them. The Trotskyites
and the Lovestoneites did not reply.

Why did they completely ignore
this call for the formation of a sore-
1y needed anti-Stalinist united front?
There is no doubt in our mind as to
tho r3al reason. Bocause tho Manti-
Stalinism" of the Lovestoneites and
the Trotskyites, contrary to the com-
mon impression, is nothing dut rovolt-
ing hypocrisy. Because the 1leader-
ships of these groups know that the
bringing togotiier of various tendon-
cigs will inevitably rasult in a
thurough discussion — the logical
climax of which will be the scathing
exposure of these pseudo-Loninists.
Their followors will make the dramatic
discovory that the policies of Trotsky-
Cannon and of Lovestone-Wolfe are dom=-
inated not by the interosts of the in-
tornational proletariat but by the re-
quirement of safeguarding the "pres-
tigo" of the leaders. These leaders
fear an honest, democratic discussion
because they drcad to face the truth.
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