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EDITORIAL
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION I1917—1937

5 Workers Slate ol Soviet Russin after twenty
years of herculean struggle still exists,  IL is
demoralised, torn by inner contradictions, dominatoed
by a bureaucracy which is one of the most incom-
pelent, dishonest and corrupt ruling groups thal the
world has ever seen, Yel the Workers State remainy,
That . was established and has been maintained is
Ulie greatest achievement of the international worlking
cluss movement.

Soviel Russia ig siill the basgis for international
Socialism, it is still the workers' [athecland, still the
sole state in the world whicli the workers must defend,
arms in hand, as they must defend no Imperialist
state.  Let no worker forgel his allegiance.  Despite
all the erime of Stalinism, despile (ake trials, mass
murder and slate terrorism, the Soviel Union ig the
only workers' fortress in a decaying Capitalist world.
As revolutionary socialists, we of the Fourthh Inter-
national, the Bolshevik Leninists (the “Trotskyists™),
rejoice with all workers that the Workers State eeleh.
rateg {his montl its tweutieth anuiversary.

That we of the Fourth International celebrate the
{wenlieth anniversary will come as a surprise only
to the ignorant, the thoughtless and Lhe Staliniats.
Never have the Bolshevik-Leninists committed the
error of identifying a corrupt burcaucracy with the
Workerg' State. In the Soviet Union Cupitalism haa
been overthrown and has not yet been restored. or
uy, that is decisive. A comparison with Germany will
muake Lhe point more clear.

Before 1914 Germany was a capitalist state. Its
government was a combination of monarchy and a
limited parliamentary democracy. In 1918-19 this
form of government was overthrown, and the Weimar
Counstitution inaugurated, one of the most advanced
republican regimes of the day. Germany, however,
still remained a capitalist counlry, wilh private owner-
ship of the meuns of production as the basis of- its
economy. In 1933 Iascism achieved a successful
counter-revolution. The Fascists swepl away the rem-

nanty of republicanism, destroyed the working clasg
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movement, and reduced the social and political life
of Germany to a condition of bharbarism, hooliganism
and terror Lo which history can offer few parallels.
But despite superficial changes, eapitalism, privitfe
ownership, is stll (he cconomic basis of Germany.
Soemi-constitutional monarchy, democralic  republic,
Jageist gangsterism, (hese have been changes only in
the political supersiructure adopted by the ruling
class, often unwillingly and at great sell-sacrifice, but
all with the sime aim, (e preservation of the system
ol private property.

In the Sovicel Union we have the converse, Despite
the partial collapse of Rusginn economy, the strain
of the war, the revolulion and the eivil war the
swatiness of the prolefariat in comparison with the
peagantry and the pressure of world eapitalism, yel
hetween 1917 and 1923 we had the proletarian
dictatorship, which gave a glimpse of the possibilities
of workers' rule.  Since 1923 we have had the burcan-
eralic degeneration which has at last reached the
mornss of 10037 Stadinism, Bat, and it is vital Lo re-
member this, the cconemic basis of Leninism, collee-
Cive oswncrship, remains, TU s still the basis of Stalin-
s, ad fheretore, despile the political changes, (he
Soviet. Union remains o Workers' State in the same
wiay {hat Germany, despite the political changes, re-
mains o capilalist state.  As the capitalists of the
world degpite their divigions, will defend their capital-
ist Germany againat the proletarian revolution, so the
workers of the world must defend their Soviel Union.
That is why the " Trotskyists,” who carry on a ecase-
less struggle apainst Stalinism, are pol demoralised
or disheartened by its erimes, but lead the workers
to-day in celebrating the twentieth anniversary, and
proclaiming “ Long live the Soviet Union!™

aR

In these (wenly years the Workers' State has -
perishably demonstrated that collective ownership is
incompuarably superior to Capitalist economy. Tt us
loole for & moment at what bas been done. Electricily
in 1936 is 32 million kilo-wati-honrs, 17 times as much
as in 19135 conl was 29.1 millions in 1913 and 108.9
millions in 1935; oil 9.2 millions in 1913 and 26.8 mil-
lions in 1935 iron 4.2 milliong in 1913 and 9.4 millions
in 193hH.  Where has eapitalism ever achieved any-
thing gimilar? A great army and air loree have
heenr buill, and the Soviet Union in the developrent
of air transport ranks amongst the foremost nations
in the world, Asg a result of this cconomic develop-
ment, the cullural level of the country is far higher
than it was in 1913, It is true that the ruthless re-
pregsion of all exeepl oflicial opinion, the monstrons
Jies that are foisled on the population as hisforieal
and political truth, the idolatry of the leader, Uhe
hrulal Lerror it ig true that all these make Stalin-
ism so similar o Wasecism that many people are dis-
illusioned and are inclined lo brand (hem both as
intolerable tyranny. So in one sense lhey are. Bt
the comparisou is superfieinl, for whereas the political
and gocial corruption of Fascist Germuny represents
a retrogression from pre-war and republican Germany,
what seems so similar in Uthe Soviet Union represents
n great advance on Tsarist Russia,  Millions now are

reading and studying, have heen awakened to a morve
vigorous ntellectual life.

True, they are studying

through Stalinist  spectacles and  see  everything
through thal foul distorting lena.  But inasmuch as
in Tsarist Russin the vast majority studied nothing
and would have been liltle better off today (the [ale
of India and China is infallible proof), we can realise
whal the Revolution has meant to the Russian poor,
The masses have been aroused to the implications of
maodern life. Backwuard as they still are, they have
done in twenly years of revolutionary activity what
India and China will not do in another century of
capitalist domination. Russia in 1913 and Russia in
1937, Germany in 1913 and in 1937. That is the com-
parison.  Only the corrupl stupidity of Stalinists
would claim that the Soviet Union is more advanced
than Germany. They have lied 8o long and so olten
that they are incapable of even hearing the truth.
Germany i3 still a more advanced country, but as
we see the Ltwo countries in their movement during
the last 20 years, we gee the vitality of collective
ownership and Lhe roltenness of capitalism. Long live
the Soviet Union.

But today this gigantic achievement is threatened,
The magniticent support given by the workers of the
world in the dificull days of 1917 and I918 saved
the Workers' State,  Bul the world revolution on
which the Bolslicvik Parly depended was betrayed by
the Labour leaders of Kurope, chicfly those of Ger-
many and Austrin. Isolated in a hostile eapitalist
world; backward to begin with, and exhausted by
its great efforts, the Russian proletariat fell under
{he grip of a powerful hureaucracy, which, by 1924
had crushed its opponents in the Bolshevik Parly.
An oulline of that straggle can be had else-
where, 1t is suflicient to say here that, given the
defeal of Lhe world revolution, the emergence of a
hureaucracy was inevitable.  Socialism demands au
abundance of production, a standard ol living which
was (quite beyond the possibilities of a backward ag-
ricultural country, It was a combination of the highly
developed industry in, for example a Soviet Germuny
and a Soviet Britain, which could have fertilised Lhe
backward countryside of Rusasia and given the millions
of peasanls such a standard of life, guch facilities for
cducation and culture, such leisure and freedom as
would have made it possible for them to approach
social and political equality. TIn the same way as
democratic rightls, freedom of agsembly and the press,

the whole bourgeois parlinmentary regime was
unrealisable under feudalism and impossible except
on the basis of the higher production of capitalism,
so in the same way, that emancipation from bureau-
cracy, that freedom rom domination by a raling class
or cagle, ean come only on the hasis of a produclivity
of Tabour infinitely superior to anything that capital-
ism has yet shown. TUntil that (ime bureaucracy is
inevitable. Far from having achieved this high stand.
ard the Soviet Union is still infinitely behind  the
advanced capitalist countries. In these circumslances
to talk of Socialism and the abolition of classes is
a brazen and glupid lie.  You cannot collectivise
poverty. The classes will emerge again. The erime
ol Stalin's burcaucracy is that as, soon as it had
defented the left wing it devoted itself chiefly to the
inerease of its own power and privileges. In the
same short-sighted manner as the bureaucracy in
Germany before 1933, it has sabolaged the only de-
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fenee of the Hoviet Union-—-the wortd reveolution. In
ils efforls Lo preserve itsell, to add constantly to its
power and privileges, it has destroyed the Soviets and
the Trade Unions, making them merely appendages
ol the state, and today it leans on the most reac-
tionary clements among the peasantry, and the Stak-
hanovite workers, whom it bribes with huge salaries.
Before the inercasing differentiation of salaries, the
lervorism and Lhe brulality, the incompelence and
corruplion inevilable in such a regime, the bureau-
eracy has only one weapon - terror against the left.
Rut as the contradictions between its words—I/or it
is after all the heir of a revolution and its actions
become more and more obviouy, and the internal and
external difficulties accumulate, the tension explodes
in a war to the death between the hurcaucrats them-
selves.  Henee Stalin and hig elique turn on Yagoda,
Tukhachevzky and the Pregidents of the Republies,
heads of the Trade Unions, Dircetors of Trusts, ele.
In thege confliets are reflected the internal and ex-
ternal difliculties which still threaten the Russian
tevolulion.  The wonolonous lale of daily exccutions
shows the erigis in the Workers' State,

We of the Iourlh International gee these Lhing:.
We shall expose them fearlessly, for only by Lhese
menns can the workers of the world koow whal it
is 50 necessury for them to know-—the truth,  Behind
the facade of colleclivisation there is differentiation:
rich colleclives and poor colleetivea.  D'rivate peasant
ownership ig growing, the differentiation in salaries
is steadily inereasing the privileged eastes of Lhe
towns, For all these exploiters (he transition back
Lo ecapitalism will he easy. ‘The working poor who
will have Lo defend the revolulion are being merciless-
ly crushed by the bureaucracy. The new Constitution
it now exposed for the farce we always knew it would
prove. Not only are the Soviets gone, Who would dare
to oppose Stalinism in the amallest gesture? Every
succeeding year sces the division between the privi-
leged and unprivileged growing greater and greater,
ay it must in the isolated state, A severe shock from
without would give such an impetus to the counter-
revolution within, that the whole collectivist structure,
which has cost g0 much blood and suffering, may col-
lapse, burying with it the bopes and aapirations of
millions. 'The ullimate result. would he o Iaseist, stale
based on private ownership, and Lhe struggle for
Socialism will have onee more to plece il remnants
Llogether and struggle out of the congciousnesy of this
overwhelming disappointment. and defeal,

It must not be. We outside the Soviet Union bear
Lhat responsihilily. The workers in the Soviet Union
are 50 enclosed thal by their own efforts they will
never he able to liberale themselves, We outside have
to defeat the counter-revelulion in Burope, and {he
Russian proletariat, the hreed of 1905 and 117, will
deal with the Stalinist burcavceracy.,  We must re-
double our struggles, comrades, against the capilal-
ists, Waseist and demoeratic. et us merecilegsly ex-
puse and tear up by the roots the poisonous Third
International, to-day merely the agent of the burean-
cracy, secking lo mould ihe international working
claas to its reactionary will. Il is under our feader-

ship and by our policy that the worlers will defend

the Soviet Union, or it will nol be defended at all,
Long live tlte Soviel Union. And that the Soviet
(Inion may live we must build a new International,
to lead the instinetive atruggle which (he masses will
put up for the Workers' State, Lthe day that they rea-
lise ils danger.  To say ' Long live the Soviet Union ™
therefore, is lo say " Long live Lthe Fourth Inter-
national,”

A new generation: new tasks. We shall not flineh.
Comrade Wolll, for years secrctary to Comracle Trot-
sky and the secrctary of our international organiga-
tion, one of our staunchest comrades, has heen kid-
napped in Spain and murdered, the work of the G.P.U.
and itg ally, the Spanish Communist Parly. The list
of kidnappings and murders grows. Never has the
revolution been so perseculed as al the handa of the
Stalinist agents, -who owe their power (o Llhe
greatest revolulion in  history, and it jis for us,
the vanguard, that they regserve their wildest slanders
and most murderous ambushes. Worse is to follow.
In the coming war, if the Soviet Union is allied Lo
Britain, we shall have lo contend, not only wilth the
police, bul with {he Stalinists who will pal Ltheir know-
ledge of the working class movement. al the disposal
of the ruting eluag in ils time of greatest. erisis. About
this let us cultivale no illusions. 'The revolulionary
movement. in Spain has puaid heavily for not secing
what was incvitable, But the very urgency of the Sta-
linist persccution shows the fundamental soundness of
our position. Our strength is the strenglh of the
whole current of history and already, us the tide of
revolution washey apainst their feet, they betray
themselves by their frantic terror., They will not
crush us.  'They cannol crush us, Our principles have
stood the test of history, REvery suceceding day only
amplifies their truth, They have shot Wolff: tliere
are half a dozen others to take his place.

Some, driven into demoralisalion, lose their balance
and declare that the Soviet Union must not be de-
fended. 'These we condemn. Lot not (he crimes of
Stalinism prevent us from celebrating the twentielh
anniversary of the Oectober Revolution, from joining
with the workers of the world in a thunderous roar
of “ Long live the Soviet Union " that will ring in the
ears of Capitalism and Stalinism, as fthe announce-
ment of their approaching doom. '
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THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL

IS subjugation of the (LI mwd ollier interna-
tional bodies wilth headquireters in Moscow (o
purely Russian National foreign policy was early
marked, and the following incident, not hitherto re-
corded, is characterigtic.  In 1926, Japan had over
4,000 Koreans in prison, undergoiug the most bar-
bharie of medineval fortures, T'he people of the Far
Iastern provinees of the USSR, had not only o
common fronticr with the Korean people, but close
racial and cultural ties. N was nol surprising, there-
fore, that the Tulernationad Red Ald in the Far ldastern
Provinees, shiould wish Lo make o special eampaign
and collection for their Korean fellow workers andd
peasants. When Lhe request Lo sanclion such o can-
paign came to the Wxeculive of the LRIAL, the matter
was relerred, on Politieal Rurcau inglructions, Lo the
Foreign Office,  The 10O, replied that the Russian
worlers and peasants in the Far Kastern Provinees
were nol to make a eampaign in fheir owen counlry
for their Korcan brothers, hecouse " our relalions
with Japan are at presenl excellent.”

Compare that with June to Augusl, 1923, when the
German Revolution was on the agenda. Twenly
leading workers in the Comintern were given daily
courses at the headgquarters of the LRusstan (General
Staff in the use of small army, machine guns and
atreet fighting Lacticy, ready to he sent to Germany.
Posters were everywhere disptayed showing a Red
Army man striding over Poland offering bremd Lo the
German workers in exchange for machinery, and
mobile cinemas repealed the thome!

The history of the change in the Communist Inter
national from a revolultionwry TInterpational (o a
countter-revolutionary brake upon the revolution, is
inseparably bound up with the rise of the hureau-
cracy in the Communist Purly of the IS8R with
the death of Lenin and Lhe rige of Stalin Lo the posi-
tion of a personal dictator.

Stalin's contempt for Lthe feadership of the partics
of the C.I is i genuine one.  Never o theorelician,
but always o ¢ practiceal man,” always more i nation:]
Revolutionary than an internationalist.  Stalin was
quick to utilise the services of the hogt of sycophants
placeseekers and sheer “bread-ciod artists” who had
atinched themselves Lo the Russian Revolulion when
it had secured itsclf. Journalists like A. 1. Strong, T
Ifigher, Kreeman, Barbusse, Vaillant-Couturier, and n
hoat of others, discovered in the Russian Revolulion,
a source of ingpiration for profilable writing. " Socin-
list. " functionaires such as Pepper, Pelrofsky nnd
Borodin, found it more pleasant lo tour the world
in firsl class earriages than Lo grab along on the poor
pay roll of the Sceond International. It was such
cereatures, in the second rank of the CI. personel that
Stalin found, ready and paid for, the peaple he needed
in his fight against the Internationalists,

The complete right about turn that has heen made
under Stalin, is brought vividly before us when we
study the pagst publications ol the Soviel Governmaent
and the (L1, We have hefore us as we write, a pamph-

November, 1937.

19191937

let. in Hnglish, dated " Pelrograd, February, (918."
Its title i “ Decrees issued by the Revolutionary
Peoples’ Government.,”

P'ublished by “ The Burcan
of International Revolulionary Propugenda, attached
to the Commisarial for Foreign Affairs.” What a
sieh from thal to Litvinoff and Geneva! Thal.
pamphlet wag issued when the US.8.R. was torn with
civil war and foreign intervention. Now, when ac-
cording to Stalin “ Socialism has been irrevocably es-
tublished " we have Popular IPronts and Fights for
Democraey ! Then, the Internationa]l Reveolutionary
Propaganda Bureau attached to the Foreign Office;
now a reactionary hand of functionary-burenuerats,
keeping back the vevohlulion and murdering revolu-
tionaries  (e.g. in Spain)-—in the inlerests of Rugsian
national socialism,

The Seceond International, now usunlly referred Lo
a3 the Labour and Socialist Infernational, was founded
in 1889, and collapsed politically in 1914 at the out-
break of the ‘Great’ War., [y leadership, British,
Prench, German, ete, went completely aver (o the
cuemy class, and hecame the best recruviting ger-
geants and body-guard of their respeetive national
hourgeoisies. During the war, only small groups in
cvery country remained true to Marxism, Lo Intes-
nalional Socialism,  Working illegally, often in pri-
son, struggling agninst the stream of reaction, these
small groups planned and worked for the building of
a new Inlernational to replace the one that had so
shamefully betrayed the working class in the hour
of ita greatest need.

The Bolshievik Revolution in Russia in November,
1917, led by Lenin and Trotsky, gave the working
clags of the world a new hope. Ount of that new hope
out. of the renewed confidence drawn from the suc
cesy of the Russian proletariatl, sprang the Communist
or Third International, founded in 1919,

Ag Max Schactman so well says: “ From ita foun-
dation duy, the Communisi. International declared piti-
less war agninst socialist treachery, aguinst corrup-
tion and degenerstion in the working elags, against
bureaucratism and opportunism. The Communist
Partics everywhere were horn and grew up in combat
against socialist reaction. The lorn, confused and
seattered  rankyg  of the revolutionary movemeni
throughout the world, were re-uniled under the ban-
ner of the Russian Revolution and world Communism
. . . The masscs were once more led upon thie road
of clasy struggle. In every field of proletarian en-
deavour, in the T'rade Unions, in strikes, in Parlia-
ment, in demonstrations,. the Conununists reawakened
the depressed spivits of Lhe workers, fortified them
with new courage, enlightened them with new ideas,
ingpired them with new militancy.”

After the formalion of the Third, or Communist
International, we wilnessed an unedifying  scene.
Centrisls, those of revolulionary phrases who shrink
from revolutionary acts, attempted 1o form a Two and
a Iall International. The Britizh LI1.P, and ils Con-
tinental counterparts were prominent in this move
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to retard Lhe progress of the awalencd masses {o-
wards proletarian revolution. Many of the samoe eie-
ments arce repeating history Lloday, hovering belween
the Third and Fourth Internationals, afraid, that is
of eilther linking themselves to the new openly renc-
tionary Third International under Stalin, or of pro-
claiming themselves for the reveolutionary Fourth
International which ig the vightfn) heir of Marx and
Lenin,

The hislory of the rapid degeneration of the Third
International after Lenin's death, and the subsequent
imprisonment, oxile and murder of he revolutionary
Internationalists Ly the Stalinists, is too long to deal
with in this article. But the outstanding events of
the period, n record of defeat and betrayals, born of
incorrect, non-Marxist theory, ol the veeds of (he
Rusgian bureauncracy and the pressure of world cen-
nomic and political forces, can be hriefly summarised.

The German working class at the end of the ‘Great’
War, were again bhetrayed by their Soeial Demoern-
tie leaders, nnd a revolutionary situation gave them
only the Weimar Conglitution. A *demoeratic’ con-
stitulion which  embodied o form  of emasculated
Workers' Conncily in the lactories. IEven tbe small
reforms won [rom the bourpeoisie aq a resull of their
fear of the proletarian revolution which had shown
its head for a ghorl time in Davaria, were gradaally
filched from the workers. War and {he ' Ponee” and
the Versailles Treaty had abmost destroyed German
economy, the masses were starving and throughout
1922 and 1923, they were focking to the Communnist
Party. ‘lowards the Autumn of 1923, the cconomic
and politieal erisis was such that once more the rovo
lution was on the order of the day. Iven the smuall
shopkeeping elass was agking for admittance to the
C.P, and its membership was rising ao rapidly thad il
had to declare its ranks clogsed. The German proletar
iat and the peily hourgeoisie were waiting for the
C.P. to lead them oul of Lthe morass to Lhe overthrow
of ecapitalism,

Lenin was dying and the rising Stalinist bureae-
erucy were given their first opportunity to sabotage
thte revolution in 2 foreign country: they took it
with both hands. The revolutionary siluntion wag
atlowed to pass and the hourgeoisic aguain olained a
breathing space.

ATter the debacle in 1823, the Stalinists entered on
a shorl period of adventurigm, On December 1st,
1924, an ingurreclionnry  putsch was altempled in
Reval, the capital of Esthonia, 227 armed communists
gathered at certain poinly in the city, endeavoured to
capture the armoriey, the aerodrome, the ruilway sta
tion, government buildings, ete.  Action commenced
at 5,15 a.m. and by 9.0 a.m,, it was crushed. T'he
small groups of armed workera were absolutely isola-
ted from the mass of the workers, amongst whom no
preparation hiad been made.

In Bulgaria in 1923, a large Peasanty’ Party under
the leadership of Stambuliski, was erushed hy {hip re-
actionary Zankov al & momenl when the intervontion
of the Communists on the side of the Peasant Party
would have brought it to power.  After having misscl
the bistorical moment, here also the Communist len-
dership swung to adventurism. That is, revolution-
ary action aparl from the magses. The assassinalion
of well-known reactionaries and the hlowing up of

Brramnt

the Sofin eathedral, were some of the signs of this
New Zig-zag,

In Britain towards the working class was
moving rapidly to the left movement which culmin-
ated in the General Strike of 1926, The Labour
Jenders needing new autbority over the leftward-mov
ing muasses, {lirted with Mogcow, and the resull of the
flirtation was a mariage of convenience hetween the
(ieneral Councilg of the British and Russian Trade
Unions: the infamous Anglo-Rusgsian Committee.
With this weapon of Stalinist approval in their hands,
the Purcells, Hicks and Cooks were ready o lead the
working class away from the revolidion und into the
hunds of the bourgeoisie, "They succeeded in smash-
ing the CGeneral Strike and brought a period of dis-
ilusionment and apathy to the working class move-
mentk such as it had not known for three quarters of
a century. Onece apgain the Communists, who had
given ol the siogan ““ All power to the General
Council,” turned to new adventures. It was not long
before TPollitt, in a period closely following betrayal
and defeat, was issuing a call for “ Soviets in Bri-
tain,”

In China, 1926-27, the proletarial were organised
and armed, and leading being them millions of in-
surrcctionary peasanis,  In many of the most im-
portant industrial cities, the proletariat were in com-
mand and ready to take power. The Communist In-
ternational through its agents, Borodin, Roy, Albreeht,

Neuman and Co.,, made a bloe with the Nalionalist
the Chinese

19240
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militarist, Chiang-Kai-Shek, dissolved
P, and finally agreed to the disarming ol the

workers’ guards in Hankow and other stratlegic prole-
tarinn  positions.  As Trolsky had clearly fore-
shadowed, once Chiang, wilh (he assistance and ap-
proval of Stalin, had disorientated and disarmed the
tront. ranks of the armed workers, he procceded to
declare the 'T'rade Uniong itlegal, and ended by put-
ling Lo the sword 10,000 workers in Shanghai slone.
Thus the wunited front belween the CI and the
Chinese nationalist hourgoisie ended, as was inevi-
table, in the literal, beheading of the Chinese revolu-
fion,

In Germany again, when the bourgeoisie were al-
ready preparing to re-eslahlish their economy and re-
gain complete coutrol ol Lheir State, sided by British
and Ameriean loans, wlhien they were preparing their
Fraseist bludgeon for the workers, the only road for
the proletariat was unity and aclion. The working
masses were overwhelmingly in the Social Demoera-
tic Party, although u large numher were following
the Communist Parly. This was the momenl geized
on by the (L1 to proclaim that all Social Democrats
were Socinl Fageiats  Stalin declared that the Social
Demoerney was tho twin of Fascism! Instead of
unity and strength the Stalintern brought disunity
weikiess Lo the German masses, Hitler came to
power without a fight and the German masses were
handed over to the bhutcher by the Communist and
Social Democratic leaders.

After the German defeat, after the period when
every Social Demoeralic worker had heen branded a
Social Mageist, the (1. made another sharp turn. [t
stood on its head! The lear of Hitier drove the Rus-
sian bureaneracy to make allinnees with Liberals,
“people of good will” and the mosl reactionary
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Sociuligl leaders, A eall went out through the C.I.
for Popular Fromls, for fights for democeracy --capita-
list democracy! That iy where fifteen years of Sta-
lin’g leadership has landed the Communist Inlerna-
tional,

The clearest and most damnable example of the
destruction of Lhe proletarian revolutionary maove-
ment and the bolslering-up of the ‘demoecratic’ bour-
geoisie, 18 tuking place under our eyes, al this mo-
menl, in Spain,  Here the working clags had, in July,
19348, defealed the Fascist revolt and seized control
of the means of production in many parts of the
country. It was a period ol dual power, in which it
needed only the leadership of a revolulionary van-
gunrd, a party of the proletariat, to secize power and
establish proletarian dictatorship, 'The Stalinist deli-
herately hindered this development and the Centristy
(I'OUM) us always, hesitated, compromised and failed
to put their brave words in aclion. Obedient to the
needs of the Rusgsian bureaucracy, the Communisis
united with the right wing Socialists, liberals, and
finnlly with the bourgeoisie, to erush every attempt
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of the working clasa to regain their logt posilion and
to advance. Confusing the workers on Lhe issue of
Franco's defeat, issuing slogans of “Defeat Franco
first,” when Fascism could only be defeated by the
overthrow of capitalism, the Stalinists dragped large
sections of the Spanish workers behind the bour-
geoisic and, when the proletariat of Barcelona came
on the streets to defend the last remnants of their
gaing, manned the barricades on the wrong side.
Irinally the Stalinists, true to their counter.-revolu-
tionary line, murdered many of the best of the pro-
letarian fighters,

The Communist International, under Lenin, the ad-
vance guard of Lthe world revolution, has, under Stalin,
become the mainglay of capitalist reaction in a num.
ber of countlries. Spain and China: what further
demonstrations of lhe role of the Stlalinists are
needed to convinee the advanced workers that a new
International must be forged?  An International of
proletarian revolutionary parties, under the hanner
of Marx and Lenin: the Fourth International.

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL

T wasa in 1923 that the movement began which has

enlminated in the struggle for the IFourth Interna-
tional. By 1924 Socialism in a single country was
the central theorectical issue in Rusgia. It was essen-
tinlly the slogan, lyingly presented as Leninism, of the
new ruling caste in the Soviet Union, a bureaucracy
thoroughly well satisfied with itseif, and concerned
with its own comfort. Asg we look back to-day, we
an see that Stalin, its chicl representative, was but
the ingtrument of the bureauecracy. Sinee the Ger-
man deleat of 1933, that burcaneracy has become a
frantic upholder ol the gtatug quo, and, therefore, in
the last analysid, counter-revolutionary.  The Third
International, ils Leool, follows, and for four yearas now
the struggle for Lhe Fourth International has been
going on.

Many parties have abandoned their grip on the
tails of Stalinism. Of them, two are symplomalic;
the firgt is the POUM, the second is the LL.P. We shall
devole ourselves Lo these as typical of one aspeet of
the struggle for the Fourth International.

The POUM in July 1936, was a small party with
about 3,000 members, concentrated chiefly in Cala-
Jonia. Internationally it was affiliated to the Inter-
national Pureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity, and
thereby gave a clear pointer to its fulure develop-
ment. For what exactly was, or is, this Bureau? On
the Abyssinian question, the R.S.A.P. of Holland, one
of its members, took the line of workers' sanctions.
The Halian section supported sanclions. The LELP,

after one of the most scandalous episodes, or rather
series of episodes, in recent political history, declared
ity nentrality. None of these parties, it may be argued,
coudd have had any seriows influence on the Ahy-

gsinian situation. But who argues thus proves one
thing, his own ignorance of revolutionary polities. A
party make take correcl positions on major political
issues and yet be found wanting in the hour ol crigis.
But. nothing is more certain than this. Any political
organisalion which is slack, slipshod, careless or op-
portunist in theory, will infailibly go to pieces when
faced with the enormous strain of revolutionary ac-
tion. The weakness in theory is directly linked with
a weakness in practice. The members of the Bureau
went their different waya on Abyssinia and then cheer-
fully joined up again, This meant thal Lhe leadership
did not care aboul principles, that the rank and file
did nol know that principles mattered,

When (ke counter-revolution broke out in Spain in
July 1936, the POUM was soon faced with the issue:
shall we enter the Catalan Government or not? A
Marxist party, with the cards in its hands, would
have known. 1936 is not 1917, Marx and lLenin, Lhe
firat four Congresses of the Inlernational, the teach-
ings on thé Stale, are clear enough. But these * prac-
tical ” men never pay any serious attenlion Lo these
things, a sharp clear posiltion on such igsues is for
them, pedanlry or seclarianism; they have no time,
it would offend old metbers, why quarrel over such
a Lrifle anyway, we disagreed on Abyssinia, but there
are so many things we have in commmon, The POUM
nilitant but centrist, was unaccustomed to that unity
of theory and practice which iz Marxism., Tt could
never have remained in the Bureau aflter the Aby-
ssinia scandal if it had been Marxist. When after
July 1936, 40,000 eager, bul untrained workers, rushed
to join it, il wasg swamped. This will happeu to every
revolutionary party in every revolutionary erisiy, and
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only a ateelod core can diseipline this membership,
The POUM collapsed politically. It went into the
Clovernment. 1 issued slogans, but the weeks went
by and the opportunities with them. Those were the
urgent days when the hourgeoisie wunted to quiet the
masses, Lo prepare to rob them later of whal they had
gained in the days of July, HKvery day counted, The
POUM stayed in the Government for months, It
blinded the masses at a Lime when it should have
opened their eyes, When it left the Government, it
was because il was thrown out.

The [urther degencration was no surprise.  In-
stead of being prepared and organised to go under-
ground, many of its leaders were caplured hy Lhe
Governmeni. without the slightest difliculty. Many
have glied their blood and fought bravely. But when
will Lhese sentimentalists learn Lhat a revolution is
not a football mateh, where you greel Lhe vanquished
with “* Well played, Sir,” and everyone goes home
happy ? The masses in a revolution have always shed
their blood without stint and displayed conspicuous
bravery, What in history lhas surpassed lhe defence
of Madrid and the self-sacrifice and bravery of the
Austurian miners?  And yet how very, very f[ar are
the Spanish workers today from the socialist revo-
lntion!  We know the cursed {reuactiery of the Stan-
linigly, we know how hard they have made the task,
but awe hane to accept that. Brockway and Maxton
are hoping to heaven that the C.I. will see the error
ol its waya. Nothing will ever {each some people
anything. The POUM had greal odds agningl it Bul
it was bound to fail. In the hard school of perse-
cution it will learn; how quickly and how much, it is
impossible to say. But from July 1936 to May 1937,
there was chanee alter chance in Bareelona and in
Catalonia. ‘Today all is Lo be done again,

Lt ug look at the LL.P. Tt goes the same slack,
sliipshod way. duecale its membera? It biindg their
eyes and slulfs their cars. When the POUM was
thrown out of the Government, Brockway commented
in the New Leader: “al any ratle il will now have time
to get on with the revolution.” Hilherlo we had he-
lieved that fatuities such as this were Lthe exclusive
privilege of James Maxton. The LL.P. contingenl. ean
tell a tale. 1t is not told. What are the facts aboul
young Smiliec?  Does Brockway tell them? Nol he.
fle sils cowering in the New Leader Offices, righlened
al the horrible prospect of isolation which faces him
if he comes ont and denounces in unmistakeable
{erms the criminal {reachery which iy being perpe.
trated in Spain,  While supportling the POUM mater-
inlly, does he make clear before his party and the
workers, the weaknesses of whiclhi the POUM has
been guilty? Not he.  In regard to the practice of
Marxism and the training of cadres, the struggle for
the Kourth International, Brockway is the supreme
example of the Artful Dodger. For years the pro-
pagandisls of the Wourth International have pointed
out. the wuy the Stalinist bureaueracy and the Sta.
linised Comintern were going, Drockway dodged,

shifted, evaded, compromised, published a laudalory
review of the monumenial pile of rubbish which the
Wehbs produced, Now (hal the Spanish Stalinists
and the Moscow Trialy and purge have written the
trnth in bleod, what ia to bhe done? "The Rolshevik
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way is clear. Call an ixtraordinary Conflerence, adl-
mil. fully previous errors, and show thal, for the
LL.P., the Third International is dead by proclaiming
the necessity for a Fourth International.

But all these centrists are of a certain mould, Such
clear decigive action, the only thing the masses ean
understand, ig not. for them. Up Lo now where do they
stand on Lhe trials? When Stulinism began to drag
the name of Socinlism in the mud, Prockway, Aplin,
$mith and Co., were ag bewildered as the most back-
ward worker, These leaders of the working class led
hravely from bebind. They are still there. For while
their rank and file huve gradually come to conelu-
sions, these leaders are still hiding behind a judicial
impartiality. "The C.P. does not wail for any enquiry.
It kiduaps and murders in Spain: kills the revolution-
aries. For them Brockway uses ink of a pale and
watery pink. Bul for the Trotskyists thal is an-
other story!  The vigour, the confidence, the revolu-
tionary rage with which he proves that he is nol a
T'rotskyist, never has been, and never will be, Why?
All these milk and water revolulionaries have a bug-
bear. Il is ealled ““isolation.”

Nin and the POUM joined the Catalan Government.,
They were afraid of “isolation.” Brockway will ad-
mit in words that the LL.E., the Trolskyists and the
Anarchists, are in their different ways, on one side of
the barriesde and the Stalinists on the other,  He
knows that if, in the coming war, Brilain is on the
side of the Soviet Union, the Stalinists will be as mer-
cilegs to him, to Maxton and the LI, as they were
to Nin and the other revolutionaries. But will he pro-
pose united front, aclively in defence of the Spanish
Revolulion, between the LI, the Trotskyists and
the Anarchists? Not he, The LL.P. forbade itg
apeakers to stand on the Anarchist platform during
the Mayday eelebrations. 'The C.P. demanded this
ban and Brockway, though he knows what the C.F.
is doing and will do, fears “isolation.” 'The 'T'rot
skyists and the Anarchists ave small.  The Stalinists
have money, press, incredible brazeness.  True they
are kicking the LL.P. in the front and rear, digging
lhem in the eye and spitting on them. All -that
Brockway can do is to complain querulously and allow
them to lerrorise him from standing up for the Anar-
chists and the Trotskyists.  The moral cowardive of
these men!  That is how we know that they will al-
ways lead their partics to ruin. 1f Brockway being
frightened by the C.P., hag not the courage and deter-
mination boldly to assume or defend Lhe Trotskyist
position, he and his type can never face any serious
revolutionary crisis. ‘They will break lo pieces under
it.  'That is what happened to the POUM. We musl
nol disguise these things. Too much is al sltake.

Ask him why the LL.P. does nol declare for a
Fourth Internalional? Politiecal rcason he has none,
The 1.1..P. has been taught by bullets (Lhe only way
in which these people ever learn, and then offen Loo
late), that today, inside and outside Russia, Stalinism
in a danger to the working clags.  Yet, a Fourth In-
ternational? No! Why? 'I'he latest reason ig that
Nprotgky is intolerant and has a bad temper! Brock-
way in an article in the New lLesder is at pains to
diggociate himself from Trotsky. “ We are not Trot-
akyists!” They will go lo their deaths leaving ns
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their last legacy Lo their workers * We are not 'F'rot-
skyisty,” Tt may help them in henven, It will not
turn away one Slalinist bullet, one Stalinist dagger,
or check for one sccond the enormous factory for lies
and slander that is the Third International, Why
does Slalin organise these 'rials and why do the
bureaucrats spend their time and money and energy,
on slandering Trotskyism and the Fourth Interna-
tional? Why, in the name of heaven, why? Il is be-
cause the Stalinists know now that if the new move-
ment is associated with Trotsky it will acquire n
potential force which will be the greatest dunger to
their counter-revolutionary policies. For preeigely
this reason, small as we are, they try to frighlen off
everyone from joining us.  And Brockway plays right
into their handa, * We are not Trotskyists.” Maybe,
say the Stalinists, but they shool, kidnap and murder
them, to be quite sure that they may not change their
minds.

The ‘I'rotskyists have commitled serious errors.
Our isolation, leading us lo seclarianiam, the pole-
mical character of our propagaunda and agitation,
lack of contael, with the mass movement, lead-
ing lo bitler internal quarrels and splints, the
imitation of Trotsky’s faults by followers in-
caprble  of  imitating  his  virtues,  these  and
other grave errors no serious Bolshevik-Leniniat would
deny.  But where was there ever a movement which
did not carry the defects of its virtues? 'Today our
political line is a thousand times justificd. What is
to be done? Brockway's reply is: * Tell the world we
are not T'rotakyists!”

Lenin called for the Third Iniernational in Septem-
ber 1914, That harsh realist knew that it could not
come at once. But he knew his revolutionary duly
was to proclaim il necessity, its inevitability, the
principles on which it should be baged, to seck those
who were moving towards it, to unite on gpecilic is-
sues, bul never to try to form unity campaigns with
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declared cnemies, to skulk behind specious excuses,
throw the responsibility oun the muasses, to pander Lo
the weak and wavering in his party. The POUM pre-
pared ita perfect cclipse in the days before July 1936.
Will Brockway, Marcean Pivert and the rest learn?
Now is the time for building, by clear thinking, uni-
quivoenl speech and resolute action.  Such inflated
windbags as Maxtlon, McCiovern and Campbell Stephen
have exposced themselves long ago. The LL.P. must
throw Lhem out of the party. Surely our comrades
musi know thal. You know it, comrades. You can-
nol be serious revolutionaries and carry that pre-war,
pacifist, parliamentary baggage. But these tattered and
torn rags are covered und made fo look respectable
by Brockway and by the publishing of fierce articles
in controversy. This sham has lasted too Jong. Com-
rades in the LL.P, you have had a harsh lesson in
Spain in recent months. Speak to the relurned mem-
hers of the Contingent. Do not hesitate and fumble,
Forward to the Fourlh Inlernational! Under that
banner you can fighl and win. We are yonr com-
rades. In the hour of danger, and the hour is ap-
proaching, you will have nowhere to turn, but us.
Why not turn to us now? You, we know, are not
alraid of the * isolation " which keeps Brockway tear-
ing his hair lest the C.P. and the world should think
that he is a Trotskyist, A Tew hundred of us cun
fuce the Miture with enormous confidence, Once we
gel a strong nueleus we ghall grow aulomatically.
Thig ig the lime. Thousands everywhere are wail-
ing. Trotskyism is no longer a politieal back-water,
but the banner of the struggle against Imperialist
war. Today you know it. The very violence of Sta-
linism should show you where your road lies. Tt is
the curse of the Brockways that they never lead but
stifle the impulses of their best followers., It is f{or
you to take the step, It ig only by your own reso-
lution thal you will jerk these mischicvous malin-
gerers oul of Lheir industrious futility, and expose
them hefore they can prepare further eatastrophe,

THE MURDER OF THE OLD BOLSHEVIKS

The second Moscow trial in January 1937, arraigned as * traitors ' Radek, Pyatukov, Sakolnikov, etc.
These men are known to have been fightera for the revolution, wen who helped Lo build up the Soviet

State.

Yel we are lold that they plotted --and in company with Hitler!
work and destroy lhat for which they themselves had striven and sacrificed.
the evidence must bhe completely convineing and totally undeniabie.
external evidence and only the * confesgions ™ of these men.

fo wreck their own handi-
Iror one to believe this,
Yet we are pregented with no
Surely it is to be expected thal these

“confessions " will have been carefully and suspiciously sifted by the State proscentor until there re-
maing no shadow of doubt as to their consistency and accuracy.

An examination of the Verbatim Report, by no
means intensive or exhaustive, reveals such remark-
able contradictions as o almost pags beliel. Tt is
highly improbable that any of the trials which follow
will be reported at such length for foreign consump-
tion, il indeed, they are reported at all, which ren-
ders a careful examination of this trial of prime
imporlance lo revolutionary workers,

Some months ago, there was igsued [rom Moscow,
this Verbatim Report of the * Court Proceedings in
the case of the Anti-Soviet 'I'rotskyite Centre  1u
the 580 lepalistie looking pages of the book, Trotsky
is arraigned before the world on a variety of charges

through the medium of confessions made rom the
dock in Moscow, in January 1937, by Radel, Pyatakov,
Sokolnikov and Serchryakov, amongst others,

I'he report concerna a ' Parallel Centre” of which
the prisoners were declared Lo be members and whose
objeet wasg, according to the indictment, ' To direct
criminal anti-Soviet, espionage, diversive and terrorist
aclivities.” Page 18,

Fet ug gee how this ig borne oul by the remainder
of the proceedings, without concerning ourselves in
this examination with the political aspeet of the ease,
and relying exclusively upon the verbutim report for
In order to give a comprehensive pic-

our material,
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ture of the proceedings, we will sepregnte the vital
elements into # foew main divisions, and quote only
the essential parts of the testimony upon which resis
the entire case. The examination of an organisgation
of any kind whatgoever, must be conducted within
what may be termed a lcamework composed of an-
awers to the four main questions ol -—llow? Whao?
Why? What? or in other words How did it start?
Who initiated it? Why wag is set up?  And What
did it do?

Such is a self evident basis for enquiry, though il
breaks down in the present iustance, “ How tthe Para-
el Centre starfed ™ is a question which is simply not
deall with in the Courl Proceedings. No dale or
venue is indiealed which, by any stretch of imagina.
tion, can be said o answer this question, We are
compelled to alter the lramework to fit the material,
As the nearest approach, we will substitute the
query: When did the Parellels Cenlre Slart?

Flere are the statements of the fonr alleged Para-
el leaders, and the Indictment: -—

The Indictment says, * Organised in 1933."

Sokolnikov says, ' In 1935 after the parallel
had commenced ils activities."” . 149

Pyuluakov says, “In the avtumn of 932" Y f
and also, after prompling from

upge 18

Vyshinsky “end of 1932." v a8
Radek says, ' Knd of October or beginning

of November 1032” . RT

also “ After 1 joined the move-

ment in [933."” N 2/
Serebryakov joined “ Autumn of 1933." . 168

What are we to make of this jumble of contradic-
tory declarations on such a conerete vital point an
the formation of the organisation? If (he cage de-
pends on Confessions as apart [rom evidenee, which
of the confessions are we to helieve,  Vyshinsky, the
State Progecutor appears oblivious not only to these
contradictions, but to all the rest which follow. Let
us conlinue with the sceond question.
WIIO [FORMED TIHE PARALLIEL
The Indictment says : * Organised on the

CIGNTRIS?

instructions of L. D), Trotusky.” . -
Radek yays:  “ Mrachkovsky on behall of

the Z-T'S (Zinovievite--Trolskyites

of First Trial.)’ . 88
Sokolnikov says: “ Kamenev, on beball of

the Z:11"5." Y
Kamenev (in teastimony) says the same . 168

Pyatakov says:  “he and Radek formed it.” N £
Also "1 gave Kamenev my con-
sent to join the reserve centre.” N §
Serchryakov says: “ Piatakov.” . 168
Not. one of theae bear out the declaration of the
indictinenl as Lo the "instructions of L. ID. Trotsky."
Toneh of the four leaders gives a fundamentalty differ-
entl version, and no attempt is made to reconcile them.
WIIY WAS TITE PARALLEL SKT UP?
The Indictmend says:  “The object was to direct
eriminal anli-Soviel, espionage, diversive and terror.
ist aclivities.” Page 1%
“With Radek T discussed the very
great predominance of Zinovieiles
in the main centre (Z-1"s) Radek
and I were  disturbed  hy  {he

Pyatakov says:

Radek guys:

Kamenev says:

Romm aays:

“Mrachkovaky told me

thoughi. that after we had seized
power, the Zinovievite section
would go too far, and something
had to be organised to counter-
acl il Page 38
“They
would like to preserve certain
cadres in the event of arrest, that
is why we have nhot included you
in the first centre.” Puge 88

(In testimony which Sokolnikov

confirmed) “ In conversations with
Zinoviev we became convineed that
it was necegsary to create a lead-
ing group of the Z-T organisation
in the event of our being exposed.”
"age 168,

“Radek went on to say that the
idea had arisen of creating a re-
gerve, or parallel centre, in the
event of the functioning centre he-
ing discovered.” (Romm ig a G.P.U.
witness). Page 139

The confusion here is worse confounded, if possi-

ble, than hefore,

Zinovievite organisation.

Zinovievite.

Pyatakov declares it was an anfi-
Radek declares is was pro-

Kamenev-Sokolnikov  deelare it was
neither pro or ant

i, bul a teading Group. Pomm de-

clares that, aceording to Radek, the idea just

arosoe,

WHAT DI Tl

I PARALLEL DOvY

The Indictment sftates: “ Treason, against the conn-

Radek:

Vyahinaky:

Radek:
Vyshingky:
Radek :
Vyshinsky:

Radek:
Vyshinsky:

Radelke:

Sokolnikov states:

Vyshingky:

try, espionage, committing
acts of diversion, wrecking
activities, and the prepara-
lion of terrorigt acts . . .
under the direet instructions
of 1. D. Trolsky, now in
emigration.” Pages 4-5

“It wag testified that Trot-
shky’s directive coneerning au
group terrorvist act, arrived
in January, 1936,
“Trotsky’'s  direetives  con-
cerning terrorist acts, group
aets, were received by you?
“ They were.”

“Is that a faet?"”

“Yes, it is a lfaet”

“There i no dispute about
that?"

‘*“'No."”

“Before that direclive, were
preparations  for terrorist
acts being made in our coun-
try?”’

“ Before we received Trot-
sky's directives, we took our
own bearings.” Puge 74

“T knew aboul the directive
before thal, but about {he
wreeking activities, T was in-
formed by Pyatakov in the
autumn of 1935.”

“Did you yourself take part
in wrecking actlivities '
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Sokolnikov: ‘“No."” Page 160
Muralov set up two Siherian eentres in 1931, Page 2106
Loginov says he set up a Ukranian centre in

1931 170
Muralov receives from Shestov Trotsky's

directive to proceed to terrorist activi

ties in 1032! » 21T
Shestov  In November 1931, Muralov sef.

me the task of carrying out a ferrorist

aet in regard lo Biche,” ., 210
Ridek: “ We dectded o pul an end Lo the

situntion in which nobody bore respon-

sihility  for the terrorist. work  (in

July 1935.") . 104
Radek: * Sinee Sekolnikov was representing

the Zinovievite orguanisation” (July

1034.) , 107
Ruadek: “ Ag a parUcipant in the Trotsky-

ile-Zinovievite bloe from its very begin-

ning." o O

Radek: "1 have no practieal expericnce
whalsoever in the sphere of terrorigt
struggle.” 100

These are but a few extracts from a plethora of
*evidence,” which rung riot over the’entire volume.
Lot ug congider for o moment. whal they imply.

Trotsky's alleged " direetive” was received five
years after parallel terrorism is declared to have been
in operation,  Parallel terrorism takes place years
before {he Parallel iy in existence.

Radek is unaware thal he is @ member of the ara-
el and claims membership of the master organiga-
tion, the Zinovievites. Forgetting this, he declares
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that Sokolnikov (his alleged partner in the ParalleD,
is a2 member of the olher organigalion.  Sokolnikov
hag to be informed al the end of 1935 (uearly Lhe
terminaling poinl of the parallel), of its wrecking
activilies,

A few further tit-bits from this aslonishing
volume (omitling the famous Pyaluakov journey to
Oslo, whieh has been deall with al length on various
oceasions), will gerve o fill ont the picture of this
treasure trove of abgurdity, known as the Verbatim

Report,

Radel: “In Juty 1934, Sokolnikov visited me at
the " Igvestin ™ Offices . . . We did not
Lthink these were good conditous for the
negolialions, and I was Lo write to Trot-
aky to this effect.”
“Through Romm, who went aboard in
May, 1 sent ‘I'rotsky a letter.”

Vighinsky: “'This was in May, {934 7"

Radek: “This was in May, 10934.” Pages 107/8.

Buperb! A letter projeeted in July and diseussed
al length, ig gent the previous May., Nothing is im-
posgible Lo thege parallel conspirators.

Vishinsky: “ Specificially on what force within the
country did you calculate, on the work-
ing class?"

Sokolnikov: * No."

Vishingky: " On the Kulaks, or the few remnantg
of the Kulaks?"

Sololnilkov: “That is s0.” Pages 478 and 9.

Vishinsly (quoting Stalin: “In our eountry there are

no longer any landlords or Kutuks."

A. B. ELspuURy.

There wjll be stalls (o represent
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— Programmeg are on sale al Lhe
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THE COLONIAL QUESTION

CONGRESS AND THE INDIAN MASSES

O the great satisfaclion of the British rulers of
Indiu, the Nationalist Congress has accepted office
in the seven provinces oul of eleven where it secured
4 majorily of seals in the new lections,  Though
the constitution framed hy the conservative India
Office hag limited the powers of these ministries to the
diseretion of the British Governors appointed by
Whitehall, the bourgeois section of the Indian Nation-
al Congresy lias thought it wiser to stop agitation
and make some money while the present hoom lasis,
Gandhi, who till now was u hater of all the cirenm-
sceribed parliaments designed by the Imperial masters
[or the ' gradual education in the arts ol democracy
of the backward and inferior Indian people ' has dis.
covered charms enough in the Provineial governments
to ecast hig great influence on the side of those right-
wing poliliciaus of the Congress, who were eager ever
sinee the days of the election Lo kiys the hands of Hig
Imperinl Majesty’s representatives in India.  The
sweeping victory of the Congress Parly which not
only surprised the British oflicials bul thie congress
leaders, has been accompanicd by several other things
which are not to the liking of the new honourables
dregged in the homespun uniform of the nationalist
cull, A peasant movementi. of u (orce and charucler
unparalleled in the history of Brilish India hag raised
ity head in all the provinces. The ministers ure talk-
ing about prohibilion while the leaders of Lhe hungry
peagsants are demanding immediate cancellation of all
debts und substantial reduclion in the rent paid hy
them to landlords and Lhe Government.

The Premier of Behar, Shri Krishna  Nuarayan
Singha, who happens to be a big landlord himsel(, has
pontifically declared aguainst. all class war, and added
that he would not be dominaled by the interestis of
any clasg in particular, As the speecli was oceasioneed
by widespread peasant demands, one can easily deduce
what interests are those which are not going to domi-
nate the policy of the Behar Cabinel.  Obviously
those of the poor peasants and landlesy labourers who
had looked wilh hope to the day when the Congress
would come into power,

The so-called sociulisly inside the Congress are
ready to co operate wilh such purely conservative
minds as seem to be not the exception but the rule
in the different. eabinets all over Indin. Their great.
leader, Nehru, is such n sgtickler for conslitutional
practice, that he does whal the right-wing majority
in the working commitice of the Congress asks him
to do. And lhe bourgeois leaders of (he Conpress
are glad that they are fortunate in having a president
with a goeialist halo. Nehru has tried hias level best
to win workers wha have joined the Congress to the
nalionalist outlook., When a local congress committer
allowed the workers lo join the Congress procession
with their own red flags and anti-imperialisl and
labour slogans, Nehvu camne down on the secretary
ol the loeal eonpgress commitlee in the name of party
digeipline.  Oue ean quite well understand thal even

Mr. Birla, the Indian president of the Employer's
Federation has nothing but praise for Nehru. 1in the
recent sirike of the Cawnpore cotton mill operatives,
i his own province, Nehru has done nothing to pre-
veul the minister concerned from tuking an ambiguous
attitude, very suilable to the owners who subseribed
s0 profugely to the congress campaign, In spite of
all the theoretieal crilicism of the Gandhi programme
ol social reform, Nehru manages to walk Lhe tight
rope with the Mahatma. Ile gives an impression of
disagreement, but, he unlike even the Liberals like
Herbert Samuel, never contemplates giving a go-by to
the reactionary crew that hides behind the orange,
white and green of the National flag. Minor though
very signifieant is the fact that it was the gocialist
Nehru who was responsihle for exchanging the orange
for the red which used to be part of the Indian flag.
The slogan of a Constituent Assembly which Nehru
hag raiged in India is formulated in the mechanieal
form of adult suffrage. No doubt aduit suffrage
might be a great advance on the present state of
affairs, butl have not the social demoeratic parties in
Europe been defeated one after another in spite of o
democralic franchise. And with a vasl peasantry like
the one in India, it iy quile conceivable that a renc-
tionary agrarian parly mouthing radical slogans

(Continued on page 15)
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THE BOURNEMOUTH CONFERENCE

The Concessions to the Constitueney Parties

KADERS of “ Fight " are not likely to guppose

that ehanges in the Labhour Parly Congtitution will
transform it inlo @ revolutionary parly, Ou the other
hand Lo dismiss as negligible the fight of the Con
stituency Parties would be a sectarian mistake,

The Constituency Tabour Parties, thal is the polit-
jenl seetion of the Labour Party, have hitherto been
represeited on the NIEC by repregsentatives chosen for
them by the heavy-weight neteg of the TU's! Under
the new reforms, the constituency parties are able o
choose sonie representatives for {hemseives which will
make for a more active political life. The reforms,
small as they are, were not a free gift from (he die.
tators to the vank and file. They were won by a
year of hard work and organisation, and they eould
not he denied without proveking a serious revolt, The
Constitueney Labour Parties Association which was
formed last year {o press for reforms, also set up
Regional Asgociations of Labour Parties, independent
of the NI6C,  In many cases they have already started
Lo earry out propaganda and organisational work neg-
lected by Transport House.

This may be more important than the actual
reforms they have won. For with a partial victory
gained in the first round they will continue 10 cxist,
linked up by a coordinating committee.  In some
areas al least they will beeome useful organs of class
struggle.  Political orientations will take place more
easily through the Regional Associations as the erisis
deepens. The Left Wing will find itself through these
Associations,

Our fight, thercfore, will be, to pregerve their in-
dependence and their democratic structure, and to
develop them as political as well ay organisational
channels, through which politieal ideus ean cireulate
(reely.  We should aim also al the election of a
central body in the future, which will be Lhe demoe-
ratie repregentative of socialist thought in the rank
and file Labour Party. This may play an important
part in future crises.

Onee again members of the Labour Party have
learned thal they can’t gel aaylhing oul of the leader-
ghip of the Labour Parly unless they organise and
fight for if.

The Rearmameni Debate.

The Daily Worker reports that the Bournemouth
Conference voted by an astoeunding majority of sup-
port of the National Governmeul's rearimament plansg.
This ts false, both in a literil sense and in ils implies-
tions.

The truth is that the delegates were confused nand
bewildered Lo find that the Stalinist opposition did
not differ from the NEC report on any esseniial poind.,
They congequently voted for aceeptance of the Report.,
The Report does nol dare to support openly  the
National Government.  Such a elause would certainly
have led to its rejeetion. The one and only difference
between the opposition and the NIEC on {he subjoct
of War, is that the Tarmer wanl to instruet the

Parliamentury Party to oppose rearmament just so
long us they are in a wminority, but o about turn,
and rearm vigorously as soon as they get into power,
The more experienced blackguards on the N1¢C do not
wish to commit themselves Lo opposing rearmament
now...the change round might look too like the Bald-
win trick,

Not a gingle speaker gave a socialist, or even a
militant lead to the Conference. To agitate for orp-
anised working cluss action was fur {rom anyone's
mind; und all except the pacifists, who could only ask
us Lo curl up and die, were enthusiasticalty in favour
of rearmament under a labour Government, for a
wir in defenee of “ demoeracy.” The Conference hadl
to choose between the Stalinists and the NEC, as like
as two peas, and it is not surprising that they refused
to reject the NIMC Report. The only good veason for
doing 1o was Lhe socialist reasgon, which was not put
forward,

To infer from the vote, in which not only big TU's
but many Divisional Parties voled for the NIC, that
the delegales were really supportivg  the National
Government’s War plansg, is a lic and a slander on the
representatives of the working cluss,

The debate had opened in a noticeably serious mood.
But it wag not long hefore this lenge atmosphere gave
way to one ol confugion and apathy,

At firat some opposition speakers tried to make ont
thut the Report supporied the National Government.
A reference Lo the Report dispoged of thal argument.
After that all the social patriotic arguments for re-
armament under a Labour Government and for a
resurrected bLeague of Nalions, merely atrengthened
the position of the NEC. Delegutes were consatanily
agking their neighbours “ Is the speaker for or against
the Report™

Ancurin Bevan, who has a subtle mind and excep-
tional slill as a aspeaker, explained that all lahour
wanted was a guarantee that it should suipporl rearm-
ament only in defenee of demoeracy and the League.
The NEC had not given positive guarantees on this
subjeel.  Considering thal he could not mention that
the last war was fought for democracy too, and that
only a hair-line was dividing him after all from his
opponents on the NEC, Aneurin Bevan made the
nearest thing possible to a fighting speech. For thia
reason he got prolonged applause, but he had earried
no conviction,

The NINC's Report was accepted by an enormous
mijority. Then Composite Resolution No. 1, closely
resembling the NE('s Report execepl for the point
mentioned by Bevan as to what the party should do
in opposgition, waa turned down by a stmilar majority,
Compogite Resolution No. 2 supported the League of
Nationy like the others, but contained as well left
demands. . .active opposition to congeription, industrial
and military.. .democratisation of the army on g
citizen basis. On being blandly assured by the NEC

that they had arranged for democratisation of the
army, the proposer withdrew.

If one of the 4th Infernationalist delegates piesent
had managed 1o gain the vostrum, his tagsk wonld
nat have been casy. The case that our only strength
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is the strengtlt of the internalional gocialist move-
ment; that the League is a hoax; that o League War
will be an Imperiatist War whetlier we have a Labour
Coverntrent. or not; that the only country in the
world where the workers have something to fighl for
ts Russin; thal our unmmediate war policy muwst be
to oppose withow! reservalions the Nutional Govern-
menl, while gaining the car of the soldiers by ouc
drive for army reforms; that our final war policy can
only be the complete overthrow ol the capitalist
ayslem in Tingland and the setzure of power, Lhis
would not have been a popular case: lor too long
the 2nd and Sid Internadionals have set themscelves
to undermine the gelf-confidence of the working class
and, too, many workers sincerely believe that to vole
a Labonr majority into Parliiment, ig the same thing
as to establish Workers' Power in Brilain.  Iun spite
of this, a statement of the revolulionary posgition
would have brought clarity into a muoddled discussion,
and shown the only possible line of opposition {o the
NIEC, Such a statement would have made casier the
[ahorious, systematic and dangerous work which will
face all revolulionarics in an actual war situation,
The Btalinist Hine has already made it more difBenlt,
The United Frool Bebuate,

The resull of the Unifed ront debate wag ag usial
decided beforehand by the {raction meelings of the
big Trade Unions. No one has auy illusions ahoul
that,

The rcactionaries jin the Labour Parly do not, how-
ever, consider votes alone.  'T'hey showed their fear
of the left wing firsi, by the mest strenuous repres-
sion before the Conference, and secondly, by allowing
quite a free debale ag o salety valve. Cerlain about
{he result of the voling, all their efforts were directed
Lo preventing a revolt in the party.

The Stalinists do not make this elear. It g nol
by the voling powers of the constitucncies, bt by
their discontent and threatening  revolt that  they
exereise inflience on the Conlerenee.  Iven the T'U
hlock votes are nol immuane from pressure from helow.
In Lhis debale it wag {ouch and go which way the
hig vote of the Mineworkers Federation was thrown.
The lesson Lo learn ig that a United Front movement
can suceeced  with  suflicient mass sapport i can
smash through the bloek vole saystem -provided that
il. is on the right lines; the lines which will unite the
whole working clags.

The Unily Campaign cannot win n United Front
from above with proposals which are not gimple, self
cvident, and militant. I is only through a general
rise inomilitaney that ihe need for a united front of
action becomes clear,  There is no need for a United
Front on n reformist programme, such as thal which
the Unity Campaign proposes.  The logical way to
unite on a retormist programme is within the Lahour
Party. A United Front hag Lo be in the first plaee
a Unilted Front against renctionary leadership in the
Labour Parly, and thal ean only spring from o grow
inyy need for militant action on the Bermondsey model.
Opposition not in words bul in aclion to the spirit
of reformisni. This the Stalinigts refuse to see.

In demanding afiiliation, they must conform to re
formism in the Labonur Party...and conform more and
more as time goeg on. ‘This cancells ont their drive

for a United Frout. Al two demuands are mutually
contiradictory,

IL i3 a tragedy of the Unity Campaign that it ap-
pears, to all, and not only Lo the profegsional twisters
whose opposition to anything “left” is automalic, to
be just another manocuvre of the C.P,, which is {rue.
So thul, iu general, support for the United Front is
limited Lo those who can give support to the .01,
whose past and present history is nol easily passod
aver,

It is useless for Stafford Cripps to conlrast the
demand for 1 working class united elass, or a common
platform with other working class bodies, with the
common platform which certain members of the NEC
have had with well known enemies of our clags, It is
s0 cagily flung in his fuce that Pollitt will share a plat-
form with a class enciy like the Duchess of Atholl,
hut not with I'rotsky “who after all is a Socialist.” In
these words that smooth scoundrel Morrigon disposed
of what should have been a very real and potent.
argument. for & workers’ United I'ront of action. It
is easy to expose the (X1, Who is to show Lhal this
is no argument at all against the United Front ? Only
those who propose & United Front of Aclion.,

What lesson are we Lo learn {rom this debate which
so Irivolously disposed ol a hasic working class issue?
Once again the bankruptey of Stalinism, and the need
for wider Trotskyislt activity., Our United Front
demand, distributed before the Conlerence, is so much
to the point, that il might well have heen written after
a study of the debate.

All those who are sineere in desiring a united work-
ing clags must now realise Lthal it is the basig of unity
that matlers. Stafford Cripps must now see that he
hag o accept final defeat or chunge his tactics.

It is our duly as the independent Trotgkyist group
to press forward our demands for a United Froul on
the only issue which al this moment can unite the
working class...a militant Front against the National
Government and War, Tt is here above all that re-
formist leadership has broken down.

This would be a Red Front bilterly opposed by the
socinl palriots, heeause one day it may recoil on their
heads. Our friends in the Labour Party and the LL.1.
must belp us to make this a practical issue; and to
the Stalinisly we must put the question . . . “ A Red
Front, or 1 Red White aud Blue Front?”

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
20th ANNIVERSARY

e, Nov, 5th, Outdoor meetings held in local
AP,

Sat. Nov. Gth. Socia) Bvening. 45 Boundury
Road.  All Welcome.

sun. Nov, 7th. GRAND MEBETING, HYDE
PARK. 7 pm.

Come and join in the
MARNIST GROUP Celebrations.
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A REVOLUTIONARY POLICY FOR THE BRITISH
WORKERS.

HE workers of Bermondsey have demonstrated the
revolutionary will of the British workers,  Despite
the lack of leadership and organisation, the spontia-
neong uprising of tens of thousands of workers de-
clared for militant class struggle.  Barricades, red
flags, bricks and clenched fists are nol the weapons
ol apatly, of People’s Frontism. They represent the
halred of the workers towards capitalism and all that
it stands for. The workers arve determined to fight
a0 class against the menace of Faseism.  Their mood
i such that if capitadist democracy atlempls to re-
strain in them in thal fight  and it undoubtedly will
then capilalist democracy will also be fought.  The
Slalindst Jeaders arve telling the workers to keep the
peaece, that everything ean be achieved by constitu-
tional means,  The Labour leaders instruct them (o
stay al home: to hoyeott. Mosley and thus defeat
Fascisin,  But the workers can often teach political
parties o thing or Lwo.  Instinetively they know thal
the Itascist thimgs must be swept from the streets by
physical Iorce.  And they are correcl.  The adviee of
the Labour leaders wag completely ignored. AL Der-
mondsey the worker niembers of the Stalinist Parly
rejected the advice of their leaders and struggled a-
tongside their comrades in the Trade Unions, the La-
hour Parly and the Trotskyists. Those comrades who
struggled wilth ug will soon he with us politically and
organisationally.  The Stalinist leaders will not toler-
ate militancy. The militants are learning this every
day.

With such fine materinl and such delermination to
strugple, the suceess of the social revolution resolves
ilself into a question of polilical leadership. It is the
task of the Marxist Group to build a party eapable
of providing that leadership. Our first duty is to
harness that inspiring militancy into the broad united
front of struggle. Capitalist Britain iy preparing for
war. All workers know Lhis. Boon they will he
asked to defend with their hall gtarved bodies the
plunder and profils of their exploilers.  The firal step
towards defeating the war plans ol the Imperialists
is to defeat their politieal representatived.  The Nal-
ional Government must not be allowed to complete
ity term of class rule. IL musi he defeated now. On
this issue we must build our united front. It is an
issue which dwarfs all others. IL affects every worker
whether employed or nnemployed, whether skilled or
unskilled. Aa the slruggle developed we would draw
behind us all that is besl of lhe professional and mid-
dle classes. 'These people can play no independent
part in the class struggle.  They will follow that class
which by bold and deeisive action proves that it means
bhusiness. We will make no concessions Lo them. Tlhey
must. either adopt the poliey of the uniled working
cluss front or reject it.  In the People's Front theac
same people are awarded the leading role, and sinee
they do not know where they are going, they can only
lead the greal mugs of the workers to defeal. Spain

and Irrance are demonstrating this to anyone who
hag eyes to sce.

To defeal the Nutional Government we would sug-
gest Lhal the Tabour M.P.'s stage a demonstralive
walk oul from the House of Commons. 'That a one
day general strike he called. 'That the workers, or-
ganised in their Councils of Action, earry on a nation-
wide campaign of agitation and aclion. The aiter-
native to a National Government is a Labour Govern-
ment. We, of the Marxist Group, although opposed
in every fundamental principle to the Labour Parly
would struggle with our fellow-workers for the return
of thal Party ag the Government of the country. In
the eritical impemnding war situation which exiats at
present, (no malter how the Labour Party tried to
operate the State machine) this would be a tremen-
dous step forward. We know that millions of workers
think thalt the social revolution, workers power and
sweeping social reforms, are synonymous with the
return of a Labour Government. We tell them that
this is not so, bul since it iy a big step forward on
the road to revolution, we arve wilth them in achieving
it, 1f the Labour Parly luails, ag we suy il will, then
our eomrades will go forward with us. We say that
Capitaliam cannot he reformed, that il must be over-
thrown., When the millions of workers have aclually
experienced the impossibility of reforming capitalism,
then they will agree with us that it must be over-
thiown. Nevertheless a Labour Government would
he a Llerrific blow to the war preparations of the
British Imperialists, We would demand that all war
eredits be abolished. Thal the huudreds of millions
now being spent on armaments be diverled to im-
proving social services, ete. By such action the mighty
united front of the workers would throw such a span-
ner in the mechanism of capitalism that it would
damage the works beyond repair.

The Lhreat of Imperialist war brings algo the threal
of Fascism, The National Government may ban a
Mosley march, may deprecate the disturbances they
cause, bul they arce always on the side of the bascists
against (he workers, They finunce them, proteet them
with thousands ol police batons against the workers,
and ruthlessly imprison any worker who dares to show
his opposition. If the parliamentary dietatorship of
the British eapitaliats faila to drive the workers into
the coming war, then the Ifascists will be called in
{o do the job. The Pascists are the reserve forces of
the National Government and the capitalists whom
they represent.  The fight to defeat thatl Government
ig also a fight to defeat Mosley. As we build our
united front and foree a General Election, so also we
must  organise the workera and foree  Mosley
from the streets, This (ask wmust be under-
taken now. There is no use in saying ' Wail until
we have a Labour Government, then we will declare
ageism illegal.” Tn Krance, the Blum Government
deceived the workers in that way. Afller being de-
clared illegal and having their arms confiscated, the
I‘rench Fascists are to-day over a million strong, have
fleots of armoured cars, arc well supplied with
machine guna, rifles, ete. The only way to declare

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 11)

might casily upsct all the radieal conclhusions ol
Nehru, Jayprakash and Masauwi.,  The main part of
the Congress Soeialist group is composed ol  thouse
intellectuals like the three above mentioned who are
dissatisficd  with the Cheatertonian  programme  of
CGandhi. They have very little experience of the chuss
struggle and greal love for big all-lodin organisa-
tions,  The peasant movement which has taken the
country like a whirlwind scems to have produced a
hetter type of leader, men from among Uiemselves,
who speak the people’s language and express Lheir
atms and objeets with a concreteness which is absent
from the writings and speeches of the litile Nehrus
who address the district or provineial conferences
with an air and assuranee which their work does not
entitle them to. The trade unionists are still amazed
by the ease with which these Buropean educated
fellows mouth Marxist phrases and then drive away
in their enrs to the honse of the rieh employer with
whom Lhey studicd al Oxford or Cambridge.  Daltons,
Pritts, Altleey are not a pure British phenomena ;
they have their counterparts in India as well,  Un-
tortunately for them and to the good luck of India,
{hey cannol play a social democratic role very long.
They can only become the litide Chiang Kai-sheks
of India, and il is quite likely that most of these
soctalists, as time passes on, will become Lhe demdliest
enemies of the working-class in India. We have seen
one International revolutionary, to wit, M. N. Roy,
come out of prison a pure nationalisl, propagating
political freedom and poslponing economic issues lo
the day of deliverance. He does not even think that
any olher organisations, except the national congress,
are necessary.  Independent workers’ and peasants’
organisalions appear superfluous to him.  Bul the
people of India, those ninely per cenl. hungry work-
crs and peasants, are demanding something here and
now, and no congressman, socialist or otherwise, has
vel paid any great attention to them. What s
needed is a worker's revolutionary party which will
give direction to the peasanl movement and free ajl
tlte exploited from the illusions of Congress. The
nationalist bubble ig abont to hurst, and the path lies
clear for a Marxist-Leninist parly.  The question is,
will India rise to the occasion?
B. €. Acarwal..

(Continued from page 14)
the Fasgcigls illegal ig Lo smash them out of existence.
The sooner we tackle this job the easier it will be,
bul we must bhe organised to do so. I'he workers
must. organise their strength in a disciplined manner
to defeal. Mosley. Stalinists have decided against
action, The highly respectable Pollitts and Gallaghers
arce too busy wilth Duchesses and Archhishops, foo
sy trying Lo erawl like the worms they are into
the Tabour DParty, to deal adequately with the
workers' struggles. We must build now.  ‘T'he Mur-

xist Group will engage in this work to the limit of is
wapacily.

Hand in hand with our struggles fo build the
untitedd front of action, with our struggles to organise
againgt Iascism, we must also struggle to liberate
the workers from the reactionary influence of the
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Trade Union burcaucrals.  Although this struggle is
extremely diffieult, although we can never hope Lo
apture the apparatus of the Trade Unions, neover-
theless we must carry on the struggle.  The bhurean-
eralys will velain their positions long afler the masses
have turned against them, but we are not beaten be-
cauge of Lhat,  If we bhave built our Shop Stewards’
Commitices, continuously opposed the resclionary
officiads, buill. up large circulations of factory bulletins,
instilled into the workers’ minds the necessity for
direet action, then, at the decisive moment of strug-
gle, the workers will break from Lhe apparatus and
go forward under the leadership ol their own demo-
eratically eleeted Slrike Committees. We therefore
urge all workers to join their 'I'rade Unions, to work
along the lines we have indicated and Lransform this
strike-breaking, wage-cutting, inglrument of  the
Bevins and Citrines, into an organisution for the pro-
secution of the class struggle.

A revolulionary poliey for Britain cannot he cifee-
tive unless it ig linked up with the struggle of our
coloniul  comrades.  An uprising in any part of
the British Empire would shake Imperialist DBri-
tain to its foundations and hasten the overthrow
ol Capitalism at home,  That is why we are coneerned
with the colonial question. In India, South Africa,
“wlestine, gypt and Trinadad, the struggle continues
lo flare up.  British Imperialism knows only one
method of crushing these struggles.  (Guns, bayonels
and bombs; flogging and imprisonment. We must
ruthlessly denounce the brulality of our lmiperialist
John Bull, We must give all possible material aid
Lo Lhe appressed nationalities by mdependent workers’
action, by legal and illegal methods, Qur aim is the
complete independence of the colonial peoples. To do
Lhis we musl hiave a movement willl its roots in every
part of the Empire.  Spain should teach everyone the
folly of ignoring the struggle in the colonies. 3e-
cause the ecapitalisl Peoples’ Front Government re-
fused fo declare independence for Spanish Morocco,
the native troops fell an easy prey to the propuaganda
of Franco. Let us not make the same mistake in
Britain. Tt will be falal if we do.

This outline of u revolutionary policy for Britain
does nol cover every poinl, nor doecs it fully elaborate
the points mentioned. Several have been dealt with
in past issues of “ Fight,” others will he dealt with
in future issuss. We have outlined the main features
of the revolutionary struggte which demand imme-
diate action. We eall upon cvery clugg-conscious
worker to help us strengthen omr organisation and
thereby strengthen the forces of revolutionary suc-
ialigm.

“Down with Imperiatist war!”

“Down with the National Government!”
“l'or the United [ront of action!”

“For an immedinle General Blection!"

“For the return of a Labour Government!”
“Smash Mogley!”

“ Fight the reactionary Citrines and Beving!"
“Tight for the liberation of all Celonial Peoples!”
“Itight for (he British Revolulionary Party!”
“Fight for the 4th International!”
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JAPAN'’S

Ol nearly three months now, Japanese limperin-
lism has continued to pour arms, munitions nad

men into China, in an altempt o annexe parl of
Chinese territory to the lmpire ol the Rising Sun.
With the aid of bombs, machine-guns, and all otler
modern weapons of war, Japan is attempting to save
ilself from the impending internal explosion which
has been threatening the existence of ity gocial order,

Jupanese Imperialiam, coming lale on the scene,
has found lhe world already divided out. After the
World War, although it emerged ' victorious ” it did
not gel the share of the spoils that it expected. ‘Phe
stronger Imperialist powers have compelled Jupan to
evacuile the former German possessions in Chinese
Lervitory, while further north, the Russian Bolshevilo
power has driven her out of every inch of terrilory
which the (orees of the allied intervention occupied.
Australia, upon whom Japan depends for her supply
of wool is in the hands of British Imperialism, as ig
the Indian cotton industry,  Practically all the sourees
of raw materinals which Japan needs are in the hands
of some other PPower,

Thus, in the post war period, Japan was faced with
the problem of either acquirving new markets for ils
finished produets (which were all in the handg of its
competitors) and sources of raw maleriads, or burst-
ing. The internal situation of cver-growing discon-
tent of the working class and of the peasantry, whao
still suffer under a fendal social system, hag mude
the turn towards wur the only resort which may save
Jupan from a social revolution,

Japan hag however, embarked on an advenlure
which iy not likely Lo gueeeed, for the conditions which
drove Japan along the patlh of war with China are
crealing with aceelerating speed ingide the country,
those very condilions which will make the social revo.
lution only more certain.  Such are the contradictions
of our present epoch,

Ior what ig the internal situation of Japan loduy ¥
The econmie situntion ol Japanese Imperialisin s
desperale onc. It has nol only an adverse trade
balanee, but the adverse trade balunce for the last
six months is the highest in ity bistory, and exceeds
the total for the whole year afler the earthqualke,
The original Budget estimates for this year were
2,372 million yven, Of this 1) million were devoted
(o defence and nearly 4 million for the debt service.
But on several occasions the Japanese Cabinel has
increased the estimates for the proseculion of the
war in China, so that by the heginuing of Seplember
they amounted to 2,548 million yen, Thus the
National Debt which is mounling ligher and higher,
and has already driven the hourgeotisie along the path
ol inflation, totals now 11 milliard yen, while the total
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nitional inerease of Japun for 1936 was only 13 mil-
linrd yen'!

Wlholesale prices have risen in Aprit this year by
06,55, as comparced with December 1931, and retail
prices hy 3095, Thus Jupan had started the war in
China at a time of acute internal crisis, which is shar-
peningy and undermining more and more the whole
economic structure of Japan. When the Great War
hroke out in 1914, the ratio of Germany’s debt to her
national income was 13.5%, but Japan hag started a
wir, which we can all see is not going to be a shorl
one, with her nalional debt only 2 millinrd legs than
her national income.  Dr, Schact has said somewhere
that no one can finish a war with inflation, but that
to start one with inftation means certain ruin,

The acute economic situation has already shar-
pened the class struggle to a high pitch.  Already the
number of strikes in Japan this year is the highest on
record, and so is the number of disputes hetween the
peasantry and the land-owning classes.  The Japanese
working class which hag already demonstrated that
it iy capable of greal struggles, is replying to the war
whiclt Japanese Imperialism has started, hy redoub-
ling its peace-time resistence. And as the war pro-
ceeds and more and more of the Japanese people be-
gin to realise that the struggle in China is not a war
in their inlerests, that it is a war of plunder, the ob-
ject of which is to atrengthen the position of their
exploiters, the slogan of ' Tarn Imperialist war into
civil war,"” will asswume (o (he masses as realistic an
appearance as the demands for higher wages and bel-
ter conditions do to the British worker today. Then
the Japanese profetarial will agsume the leadership of
the struggle, will unite with the peasantry and jointly
throw oft the yoke which they have been carrying for
50 MANY years.

The whole pogt-war period has been full of the
possibilitics of gocial revolution. The tension in every
country is increasing, T is always difficult to fore-
tell where the workers will starl, It may be Ger-
many, it may bhe ltaly or it may be Britain, hut as
things are now, the mosl likely country is Japan.
As Trotsky anid ol Tsurist Russia in 1914, it is the
wenkest link in the Capitalist chain, [ can stand
less than any other country the strain of war. The
revolutionary workers of Japan will be seeking to
lead the masses in an effort to turn Imperialist war
into civil war, With them lhe Fourth International is
in full solidarity, and ecally upon the British revolu-
tionaries Lo keep hefore the Brilish workers the vilal
digtinetion between the Japanese Imperialists, and
these Japanese workers and peasants, who are our
allics in the revolutionary struggle.
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