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ONE PENNY

ARMS AND THE
UNIONS

The Government and the Employers’

HE arms: talks between the Engineering and Allied Trade Fm-
plovers” Federation and the Metal Workers Unions have taken
From the official statement issued. and the inspired press
talk that followed, it is clear that both the sovernment and the
engineering employers are preparing a wholesale attack on trade

place.

union rights and conditions.

To speed up the arms programme the unions have been asked
o abrogate those union restrictions which limit the employment
of unskilled labour in the industry, i.e. yonth, women and trainers:
to relax the restrictions on overtime etc.. gd to facilitate the speed-

up in the shops.

The trade unions are faced with the choice :

the government. which means the

ditions for a few easily made promises. or to seize the opportunity
to attack the government by a bold programme of offensive demands

for the engineering workere

To date, no Union or groups of
Unions has defined its policy, but it
is clear what the main points will be.
The Government and the Unions are
both agreed that arms are necessary
and the Unions will be ready to pro-
misc the labour power they control
in exchange for two things. One,
a Government promise that the arms
will be used “in defence of democ-
racy.” and two, an increase in wages.
In order to speed up the arms pro-
gramme they will be willing to re-
cognise the introduction of “trainees"
to relax their not-so-tight restrictions
on over-time, and to give way on
points of shop customs where demar-
cation impedes the process of mass-
production.  All these are points
which have been won by the long
tireless struggle of the workers, and
in many cases only ' fathered ' by the
T.U.'s after success has been gained.
These things are to be thrown away
by the T.U. leaders in return for an
empty promise that the arms shall
only defend ' democracy.”

One of three alternatives is pos-
sible: either the Trade Union leaders
believe the Government and expect it
to “ play the game.” Or, they know
that Government promises are worth-
less but mean to rally the full force
of the workers later in an endeavour
to * defend democracy.” Or else they
are doing nothing but clinging to
their miserable jobs. making the most
of the opportunities of the moment,
content to follow the Government
wherever it cares to lead, as they did
in 1914, in the hope that a few Ca-
binet jobs and knighthoods for ser-
vices rendered will be their just re-
ward. There may be a few who fall
in the first class of ** helievers,” but
they are not all fools. And if they
intend to lead the workers to revolt
they are going about it in a queer
way. The Labour Party recently
tabled a resolution in Parliament, cen-
suring the Government for its ina-
dequate arms poliey. Mr. Fred Smith
General Sceretary of the A. E. U,
ecame out in his Monthly Journal
with appeals to the Government to
co-operate with the Unions in this
time of national emergency in the
face of Fascist aggression. He has
been doing this for two years and
bemoans the fact that two years
have been wasted because the Govern-
ment would not listen. Two years
which have been gained for the work-
ers from the approaching era of con-
scripted labour.

|

Offensive Opens

to co-operate with
abandonment of hard won con-

There is. however, another side to
the picture. We know that the Gov-
ernment promises to the Trade Unions
are bound to be broken, because the
Government cannot, even if it so
wished, force the class it represents
to act against their own interests.
In just the same way the T. U. lead-
ers cannot force the class they are
supposed to represent to act against
their own interests. They may per-
suade them: undoubtedly they will
try. But the workers are not sheep.
They will think for themselves and
they will act,

The Trade Union leaders used all
their weight on the Government side
in 1916 and 1917 to quell the workers’
struggle on the Clyde and undoubt-
edly they will try it again. Ever

since 1926 when they were not clever
enough to slip out of a false position
in time, the Trade Union leaders
have been preparing for that struggle
against their own class. The Bus]
Strike of last year resulted, not in a
victory for the busmen, but a streng-|
thening in the hold of the leadership !
of the T. & G.W.U. over its own mem- |
bers. The A.E.U., probably the Union!
most vitally concerned in the coming
crisis. has an unenviable record in the
last few years. With its membership
increasing daily. with over £2,000.006 |
in the bank, it has seen strike after |
strike in the engincering industry. !
which is bouming as no industry has
boomed in this country since the war.
and of all these strikes. hardly one'

‘ nevertheless,

has been officially recognised. In the
aircraft section, every effort has been
made to squash the Aircraft Shop
Stewards National Council, a body
similar to the busmens' Rank and
File Movement.

The A.SS.N.C. has a programme
of demands including a minimum
rate of 1/44d. an hour for all adult
workers and a 40 hour week. Today,
the A.E.U. leaders, having officially

LEON

IRUIONY
CONDITIONS FOR
VICTORY iN SPAIN

see paze 3

THE COLONIAL QUESTION

BRITISH BARBARISM
IN JAMAICA

Support The Negro Workers’
Struggle !

... | CANNOT believe that I wa
Indian labourer does not ¢
lahourer

LeEoNawn Lyt

(From a letter o the = Times.

Tate & Lyle, as everyone who buys
sugar should know. make a fortune
every year by seclling to the British
workers sugar grown by Jamaica
workers. They must keep these two
divided at all costs. Hence with that
solemn shamelessness so characteris-
tic of British capitalism, Mr. Lyle dis-
covers that the West Indies labourer
does not remotely resemble the Eng-
lish labourer. The real trouble is, of
course, that he resembles the English
labourer too much for Mr. Capitalist
Lyle.

Jamaica is the 'argest of the Brit-
ish West Indian islands, and has a
population of almost a million, the
majority negroes. The negroes are
descendants of slaves whom the Brit-
ish capitalists agreed to iree a hun- |
dred years ago because sia\'e-lnbour:
in the West Indies no longer paid.
These negroes to-day have no lan-
guage but English, they have lost
touch with Africa, their outlook is
Western, and in some islands over
three-quarters of the population is
literate. But white capital has al-

discredited the A.S.S.N.C. have taken
over these demands in order to use
them as a smoke screen behind which
they will ‘negotiate* with the Gov-
ernment.

Twelve months ago at Annual Con-
ference the A.E.U. agreed to sponsor
the *Industrial Aid for Spain”
scheme. A scheme which was not
of great consequence, but which would
give some assistance
to the Spanish workers. It is only
within the last few weeks that the
E.U. branches have been circular-
ised with particulais of this scheme.
At the very same time the leaders
are loudly demanding arms for Spain
as a condition of their agreement with
the Government. Why have they
wasted twelve months? They cannot
avoid the suspicion that they deliber-
ately waited until any help that they
might give Spain would come too late
and so embarass the donors the less.

This sordid tale of scheming for
power over the Unions, which have

(cont. on puge 4. col. 3)

ways d ted the islands and con-
tinues to do so. The government is
in the hands of the whites. local and
British. These give the coloured mid-
dle class good jobs in the civil ser-
vices to keep them quiet. The con-
stitution of the government gives a
grudging concession here and there
but the Colonial Office sees to it that
power remains in the hands of the
Governor.

Sir Leonard Lyle will say it is be-
cause the West Indian labourer does
not resemble the British. But there
is more in it than that, much more.

In 1929 came the crisis and British
capitalism was up to the nose. What
was to be done? Not very much, but
they could at least squeeze the col-
onies a little more. At Ottawa they
decided to keep cheap Japanese gocds
out of the colonies and make these
blacks. so different from the British
worker. buy higher-priced goods with
lower wages. The islanders had no
say in the matter being. of course,
under the benevolent protection of

ARMS FOR THE SPANISH WORKERS

WORKERS CAN STILL. FORCE GOVERNMENT TO

RAISE ARMS BAN

But only by forming Councils of Action and bringing mass pressure to bear. in the

Factories and in the Streoets.

UNITY

But not with Duchesses. Baronets and Deans: they will sabotage any real Militancy.
A R ) A

Unity of British Workers with French Workers

To Help The Spanish Workers.

s unsound in stating that the West
ven remotely resemble the English

k. President, Tate and Lyle Lid
May 10th, 1938)

iBrilain. The result was widespread
| misery. Then came “ recovery ", i.e.
unemployment became 1} million in-
Istead of 2!, But profits went up.
The West Indian labourer can read
and write. He could see the profits
going up, but he still had to live on
his one or two shillings a day. Fur-
ther, on some of the sugar estates the
workers still lived in the hovels of
fifty years back. The workers know
about the social services in Britain.
unemployment pay, small as it is, etc.
But they are not allowed to have
Trade Unions. They demanded bet-
e pey and Lulles olundardi, The
employers. like Leonard Lyle, how-
ever, thought that these men were
impertinent. The result has been a
series of riots in which the Govern-
ment has not hesitated to shoot, ar-
rest leaders, imprison and deport agi-
tators. But the situation is so bad
and the workers so determined that
the Government and the capitalists
sce that they have to make some
concessions, and gestures such as a
few new houses, etc. They have al-
lowed trades unions in Trinidad but
they want them controlled by the
Government.

What the West Indian workers
need is a radical change in the whole
system of Government. In 1897 a
commission went to the West Indies
and recommended that the big es-
tates be broken up and peasant pro-
prietors established. The secretary
was a young man who in 1930 went
back again on another commission,
this time as chairman, Lord Olivier.
He recommended again that the un-
economic estates should be broken
up. But nothing has been done. The
Government is in the hands of the
capitalists and planters and they are
concerned with themselves and their
profits. Trade Unions? Manhood suf-
frage? A government elected by the
people? Impossible! For. says Sir
Leonard Lyle, the West Indian la-
bourer is fundamentally different
from the British worker.

A powerful movement is now well
under way in all the islands. The
British workers must support it.
Once the West Indian workers have
their democratic rights they are able
and willing to struggle. The magni-
ficent general strike in Trinidad
proves that, as does the militancy of
the Trinidad workers. = Citrine and
Transport House take no initiative in
helping to organise them. The Brit-
ish workers must, in their unions.
press for full democratic rights for
the West Indian workers. Tate and
Lyle are planning to open factories
in Jamaica. They want to take ad-
vantage of labour which has not the
right ts yet to protect itself. Thus
black is used against white and Leo-
nard Lyle secks to poison the mind
of the British worker against the
colonials. {

On May 23rd, American sailors in
the harbour of Kingston, Jamaica,

refused to blackleg on the black dock-
(cont. on page 4, col. 2)




INDUSTRIAL NOTES

ISSUES OF THE CINEMA
STRIKE

Employers Attack In Nottingham

The E.T.U. have an agreement with
C.E.A., made in February 1920, on
the basis of a 48-hour-weck and a
minimum wage rate cqualling that of
the district-rate for journeymen-
electricians. But this agreement has
never been put into operation. The
conditions in the cinemas still remain
pre-war. The average hours worked
are 60 and in some cases 80 while
the average wage for a chief operator
is £4 a week and for a second £2 15s.
Many attempts have been made by
the E.T.U. to negotiate for better con-
ditions but the exhibitors have con-
sistently refused to have anything to
do with them. They asked them to
go before the Conciliation Board but
only on the condition of a 60-hour-
week. The E.T.U. faced with this
impasse asked their members to take
a decision on the strike issue. The
majority for the strike was 587 for
and 21 against.

Can the employers afford to pay
£6 10s. a week as put forward by the
E.T.U.? We continually read in the
yellow press about the flitting film-
stars with their million dollar in-
comes. We hear of directors and pro-
ducers being among the first 20 high-
est sur-tax payers in the United
States. The Associated British Pic-
tures Corporation made an annual
profit of £445,892 between 1935 and
1937. The Associated British made
a profit of £278,018 in 1933. Provin-
cial Cinema Theatres made a profit of
£447,782. Anyone who examines the
balance sheets of the cinema comp-
anies can see that the employers
could easily pay their projectionists
better wages and arrange shorter
hours.

The projectionists struck on April
14th and found that the N.A.T.K.E.
a rival body much in favour with the

s was blacklegging against
them. This reactionary * trade
uniun ¥ aijowed their exhibitors to
put up posters outside their picture-
houses saying that they had no quar-
rel with the Union thus inviting
workers to patronise the theatres

1
P

Y

workers under the lead of Mr. Ernest
Bevin show that Transport House is
frowning upon all direct actions and
keeping the workers split in rival
unions. Trade Unionists of every in-
dustry must see that these manoeu-
vres of the T.U.C. bureaucracy do not
succecd, wherever they appear.

.

REARMAMENT
AND THE EMPLOYERS.

While discussions are being held
about the need to increase production
in the armament industry, the real
meaning of such an increase in pro-
duction is becoming quite clear to the
workers.

In Nottingham, where a “realistic™
air-raid was recently staged, the
bosses are trying to intensify pro-
duction and increase their profits.
Both in the foundaries and the gun
factory (which includes the building
department—sub-contractors) they
(the employers) are trying to estab-
lish a new set of wages apart from
the Trade Unions. They want to cut
out specialised work and have a flat
rate all round.

Load after load of shell cases are
going to the gun factory, but these
cases have had four operations cut
out and done by one machine oper-
ated by youth labour. This state of
affairs is causing considerable dissat-
isfaction and is leading to trouble in
the foundaries. At the same time
overtime work is rampant here and
shift work is being instituted every-
where.

* o«

The local Boots chemical works are
having new blocks built at Beeston,
near Nottingham. While it is sup-
posed to be an ordinary chemical
factory it is in reality nothing more
nor less than a poison gas factory and
a hospital for soldiers, complete with
verandah and operating theatre.

Some workers previously employed
in the Nottingham chemical factory
now working in the Beeston factory

*

with a clear conscience. During the
strike the police as usual used and
are using all their powers against the
pickets and their wives outside the
i H smith case a

have to go to some additional expense
in the form of bus-fares, which is, in
view of the fact that they have to
meet them from their own pockets,
an indirect wage cut.

In a
speaker was sent to prison for six
weeks and asked to pay ten pounds
costs. The charge was assault; he
was addressing a peaceful crowd in
a recognised meeting place. So ruth-
less has been the conduct of the police
towards the pickets and the speakers
that it is getting more and more diffi-
cult for the strikers to put their case
before the public.

The new militant executive of the
E.T.U. offered strike pay to all pro-
jectionists irrespective of whether
they belong to the Union. In spite
of all the propaganda in the capital-
ist press that the strike has failed we

b

NEW T.U. BRANCHES.

Since the armament and allied in-
dustries are being moved to sparsely
populated areas outside the towns,
new trade union branches are spring-
ing up everywhere, A number of our
comrades have helped in the setting
up of such new branches and they
report that they find that these bran-
ches are the most militant they came
across for a Jong time. Among them
are Cranwell, Cottesmore, Hucknall,
ete.

-

have information that the employers
are ready to recognise the E.T.U. and
to negotiate on a 48-hour-week basis.
The actions of the N.A.T.K.E. follow-
ing close on the heels of the Tram-

This has always been the case. New
members are not so steeped in the
old tradition of the Union leadership
and when they join a union do so with
the purpose of waging a struggle
against the employers.

way, Trolleybus and Underground

Tont

The Life of the
League

MAY DAY

N May the R.S.L. partici-
pated, together with the comrades

of Workers' Internativnal News, in
the demonstration from the Embank-
ment. This was the first appearance
of the R.S.L. in a working-class dem-
onstration since its formation in Feb-
ruary and the success achicved in
company with our friends of W.LN.
bodes well for the future of a united
trotskyist movement in this country.
The slogans on our banners, such
as, “Class War, Not Imperialist War,"
“ For the 4tk International,” * For
Workers Power,” and the slogans
that were shouted in unison, such as

Day

* Workers' Revolution is the only
Security.” “ No Peace Without So-
cialism,” *“The 4th International

Fights for Socialism,” were well re-
ceived, despite one or two weak at-
tempts at ridicule by sympathisers
of the Communist Party. The effect
of the shouted slogans was particu-
larly marked during the march into

Hyde Park: and the arrival of the
contingent at the platforms, from
which our speakers were already

speaking. was the occasion for a re-
newed burst of slogan shouting
which, acting as a sort of climax to
a successful march, was received by
the audience at both our meetings
with enthusiasm.

Of the whole demonstration which,
under the influence of the Labour
Party and the Communist Party, ex-
pressed the ideology of Collective
Security, Peace through the League
of Nations, and the Peace Alliance,
our contingent was the only one
which genuinely represented the ideas
of revolutionary internationalism. It
undoubtedly established the claim of
the trotskyist movement to be the
truly communist current in the Brit-
ish working class to-day.

Our movement has the task of fill-
ing the gap in British revolutionary
politics caused by the defection of
the Communist Party; the May Day
experience, coupled with the en-
couraging reports we are receiving
from our comrades in the provinces,
augur well for our prospects in this
respect.

.

* =

SUMMER CAMPAIGN

THE Summer Open Air Campaign is
now under way and we plan to hold
meetings in many parts of London
and in many of the provincial centres.
Comrade Bradley, who is well known
as a leading trotskyist propagandist,
has already visited Coventry and con-
ducted successful meetings there:
comrade James is shortly visiting
Glasgow and other parts of Scotland:
Sheffield will shortly be
our speakers.

All of our groups are conducting
meetings on their own account and
they are taking in hand the training
of speakers to put our case effec-
tively.

The R.S.L. is making a name for
itself in the working class movement.
Now is the time for all comrades sym-
pathetic to the 4th International to
rally to the R.S.L.. the task of which
is to build the Workers' Party as the
British Section of the 4th Inter-
national.

THE LESSON OF AYLESBURY

HE recent Aylesbury election has given an example of an elec-

toral situation which may again arise in coming bye-elections:
the possibility of defeating a candidate of the National Government
by a combination of the Liberal and Labour vote.  The electoral
policy of the R.S.L. and the Fourth International in thi= as in all
other political ations s bhased on the class-struggle. and the
independent ac ¢ of the working-class movement.  In any elec-
ton where there is a working-class candidate. we unhesitatingly
counsel the workers to vote for him. whether he belongs to the
LL.P. or even the C.P.  We take no responsibility for the policies
of these parties, but the working-class candidate must be supported
in an election or in any action which is in the interests of the
warkers and the struggle for Socialism.

The action of the Communist Party |
in this clection proves once more the |
consciously counter-revolutionary
policy which this party, under the di-
rection of Moscow, is steadily pur-
suing. Anxious only to creale a par-
liamentary bloc which will make a
Franco-Soviet-British  Alliance and
challenge Germany and Japan, the
Communist Party issued a statement

urging the workers to vote for the
Liberal. The R.S.L. again warns the
workers that the stalinists today
want only to bring pressure to bear
on those sections of the bourgeoisie
who may be useful to them against
Germany. For they will sacrifice the
workers without pity. Reg Groves,
the Labour candidate,- doubled the

Labour vote, showing that the work-
ing class will respond to a working-
class candidate. Although the R.S.L.
disagrees profoundly with the war
policy of the L.P., yet Groves's stand
against the_ Popular Front was pro-
gressive and we welcome it.

The R.S.L. takes the opportunity oj
saying that Regy Groves. the Labour
candidate, though in many quarters
called “ trotskyist.” is not ¢ member
of this organisation. We supported
his candidature and would support it
again as we would support that of
any other Lubowr candidate, even

selves. But such support is critical
and the Fourth International would
not for a moment admit or tolerle
within the ranks anyone who, like
Reg. Groves, during his candidature.
gave such replies 1o the Cowncil of
Action as made his policy nndistin-
guishable from that of the Liberal
candidate and did nol wnequivocally
give the revolutionary socialist policy
on war. On that the Fourth Inter-

June, 1938.

Youth and the Revolution

THE Y.C.L.

“ADVANCE" ENTERS THE
FOLD

In this month’s Internal Bulletin
of the Labour League of Youth,
circulated by organiser John Huddle-
ston to League Secretaries, appear
questions on the circulation of ** Ad-
vance.” So “Advance' at last has
received the official blessing of Trans-
port House. This " achievement ™
is yet another confirmation of our
analysis of " Advance,” its history
and policy, given in the April "Fight™.
It is no longer possible for “Advance"
to cloak its political bankruptey
with pseudo-militant phrases, as it
has done in the past: henceforth it
can only serve as a mouthpi of
the “official”” Labour policy.
ampie of the complete confo!
*“ Advance " to Smith Square
dom is that all mention of th
and unification has disapps
the columns of the paper, whereas in
earlier days the need for a *United
Socialist Youth" was the subject of
many ‘* leaders.”

Now more than ever is it essential
that the revolutionaries within the
ranks of the L.L.O.Y. should carry
on unceasingly and intrasigeantly
their exposure to the young workers
of the treachery of *‘ Advance,” and
should on every occasion place before
them the revolutionary alternative.

BANKRUPT

AN OLD JOURNAL AND A NEW

the Y.C.L. today. We know what is
meant by “ Service for a Government
of Peace.” Yet even this small
amount of *“reading betwecen the
lines " is unnecessary: for in the res-
olution of the recent 10th Conference
*On National Service and Conscrip-
tion appear these words:

“ ... A government composed of
all working-class, democratic and
progressive forces, based on a united
policy of collective action to preserve
peace against fascist aggression . . .
could count upon the loyal voluntary
support of all Youth in its measures
of defence.”

The Y.C.L's role, which is disting-
uished in every way from commun-
ism, is perhaps not so “ distinctive”
when we r her the tr bl
role of the Social Democracy of 1914.

The lesson of France shows us that
the coming to power of a * People’s
Government of Peace and Democra-
cy " does not in any way change the
nature of imperialism. So Raymond
Guyot, French Y.C.L. leader, in call-
ing youth to the colours (as he has
been doing since 1936) is providing
raw material for France's next out-
break of imperialist buccancering.
With Gollan ably seconding these
efforts in Britain, the Y.C.L., the or-

ion which the ad d youth

Enquiries about lfle R.S.L.,

Subscriptions. orders and donations for
FIGHT
should be sent to:

A. Frrzroy,
45 Afghan Road, S.W.1L

and all general correspondence, should be sent to :
. CHARLES SUMNER,
238 Edgware Road, W.2.

manuscripts, etc. for FIGHT

““YOUTH AT WORK "

ests of Trade Union Youth.

A small review “ Youth at Work "l ; it
which has recently appeared, sets it- | 2" Open tool of imperialism. No long-
self the aim of representing the inter- | € must we allow the Y.C.L. to mas-

It con- | querade under the cloak of October.

have always ool up to as-the-stan- -
dard-bearer of revolution. has become

visited by

tains reports from towns all over the | 1€ exposure of the Y.C.L. leaders,
country, indicating the work that is | the pointing out of the fact that the
being done to organise Trade Union | YOung Communist League has noth-
Youth committees and to propagate | IN§ Whatever in common with com-
the Youth Charter. This charter con- | MuRism is a political task of the first
sists of a list of Immediate Demands ; 'mportance.
(Forty Hour Week, Holidays with| IHoWwever, it is apparent that class-
Pay, Prevention of Blind Alley Oc- :¢0nscious youth is already realising
cupations, etc.) gthe L'ru? nature of the YCL. In
This is an important sphere of ac- B(;m;;ts article (quote:i above) on
tivity for young revolutionaries. ._Dm. LA e S b
whose task is to draw for Trade ! SrIng lh? month'of March, H“,‘"
Union Youth the lesson that these de- ; (‘jk;:stiu:tt:; therieo;s i‘nng‘;a‘.::ms‘"
mands for reforms can only be viewed  the whole mpgulait!ison is in a furore(!)

as part of the struggle of all the! - A

workers for the revolutionary over- ;:b?;::leu;ee 5;;:’:2:"' a;n;] yett at such

throw of capitalist society. Without E.n'n 35 eeeruite? ;‘: o "get o

this overthrow the demands outlined :im?\r.l ik S ;oeé k2 s

in the Charter can never be achieved. ' di poriant key- areas-in Glasgow, -
id not recruit a single new member

tin the whole of March.”

Our task as revolutionaries is two- !
fold, we must fight at the side of

though it were Citrine or Bevin them- ‘

of the charter, and at the same time

ual solution of their problems.

“OUR (STALINIST) YOUTH"

In the May issue of “ Our Youth,”
discussion magazine of the Young
Communist League. appears the fol-
lowing sentence in an article by Mick
Bennett:
¢ **No one of us has any doubts . . .
i that our Y.C.L. is necessary for the
i

i vouth of Britain, and that it has a

i distinctive role to play " (Bennett's
. emphasis). The role of the Y.C.L.
is indced * distinctive.” After a

! preliminary review of the situation
;in the Y.C.L., Bennett tells us that
! the role is:

1 " To build the greatest unity of the .

| youti: for actively helping to bring
{ about and support a government of
| Peace and Democracy and to win
social and economic justice for
youth "; and further, ** What we say
'iin the British Youth Peace Assembly
rand in the Emergency Youth Cam-
i paign about Peace. Democracy and
i Socin!l  Justice, s Service for a
I Government of Pes is what we say
and think and do as a Y.CL. This
is the Y.CL. We have no policu
apart from the policy put forward
in the B.Y.P.A. on lhese malters.”
In these lines, we have already a

out

these young comrades for the reforms |

It would seem that the Y.CL.s
“broad " policy is not so successful

we must point out that only aleng , in drawing the masses of the youth
e . i ¢
the road of revolution lies the event lof Marel should” have produtediia

as was hoped. In truth, the month
i large influx of young workers to an
| organisation giving a clear revolution-
{ary lead. But such a lead was lack-
{ing. and will continue to be lacking
until we have built the new Revolu-
tionary Youth.

Failing to draw the Youth is not
the only problem facing the Y.CL.:
they have yet to learn how to hold
those who have joined their rank
We quote Bennett again “ . . . it must
be said that the rate of fluctuation
is still abnormally high, particularly
in the mass branches. A very large
part of our recruitment is offset hy
losses, so that the rate of growth is
very, very slow."

Is it. asks Bennett ** .
our policy is not acceptable to the
youth” This question, we think,
answers itself. But comrade Bennett
an  cxplanation of his  own
. We cannot vet say that the

. . hecause

whole Y.C.L.. all its branches and
Branck Committees. all our members,
are fully convinced that they fully
understand all that is implied by our

poliey.™

If the Y.C.L. branches cannot un-
{ derstand ™ all that is imvlied in " the
! Y.C.L's policy, then we can. And
japparently the yvoung workers arc

national can admit of no compromisc. | crushing indictment of the *“role " of | beginning to understand, too.
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CONDITIONS

IR VICTORY IN

SPAIN

HE

Front by f

in Imprecorr (May Tth. 1938) by
ists,
careful to guarantee

fo it he says all that Spanish democracy will do.

Slumish revolation still fights heroically—attacked from the
ascism and crippled by the lovers of demoers
in. the Spanish premier. ~up|m|lu| by the stalinists.
to issue statements proclaiming his policy.

llbllllllll(‘*
His latest is published
staunch supporters. the stalin-

He is

hi

legal property legitimately acquired within

the limits imposed by the supreme interests of the nation and the

protection of producing elements.”

He promises a " radical ag-

rarian reform. The whole document of Negrin is in striking contrast

to the document of Trotsky which we
article was written some mon!

Trotsky’s
liness to this day.
for the future.

THE PROBLEM OF ARMING

The Socialists and Anarchists who
tried to justify their capitulation to
Stalin by the necessity of paying for
the Moscow arms with principles and
conscience simply lie and lie unskill-
fully . ..

If the leaders of the Anarchists had
resembled revolutionists at all, they
would have answered the first black-
mail from Moscow not only by con-
tinuing the socialist advance but by
disclosing Stalin's counter-revolution-
ary conditions before the working
class of the world. Thus they would
have forced the Moscow bureaucracy
to choose openly between socialist
revolution and the dictatorship of
Franco. The Thermidorian bureauc-
racy fears and hates revolution. But
it also fears to be stifled in a fascist
ring. Besides this it depends on the
workers. Everything speaks for the
fact that Moscow would have been
forced to supply arms and, possibly,
at a more reasonable price.

But the world is not limited to
stalipist Moscow. During a year and
a half of civil war the Spanish war
industry could and should have been
strengthened and developed, adapting
a series of non-military factories to
the purposes of war. This work was
not carried out only because Stalin
and equally with him his Spanish
allies feared the initiative of the
workers' organisations. A strong
military industry would have become
a powerful instrument in the hands
of the workers. The leaders of the
People’s Front preferred dependence
upon Moscow . . .

And what if Moscow.
ence of a People's Front, should in
general refuse to give arms? And
what. we answer to this, if the Soviet
Union in general did not exist in the
world? Revolutions have been vic-
torious up to this time not at all
thanks to great foreign patrons who
supplied them with arms. Usually
the counter-revolution enjoved foreign
patronage. Must we recall the exper-
ience of the intervention of French,
English, American, Japanese and
other armies against the Sovietg”
The proletariat of Russia won over
inner reaction and foreign interven-
tion without military support from
the outside. Revolutions succeed, in
the first place. with the help of a
bold social programme which gives
to the masses the possibility of seiz-
ing weapons that are on their terri-
tory and disorganising the army of
the enemy. The Red Army seized
French, English and American mili-
tary provisions and drove the foreign
expeditionary corps into the sea. Has
this really been forgotten already?

If 2t the head of the armed work-
crs and peasants, i.e. at the head of
the so-called * republican’ Spain
there were revolutionists and not
cowardly agents of the bourgeoisie,
the problem of arming would in gen-
cral not have played a paramount

It is at once a

in the abs-

‘publish below. Although
s ago., it preserves its time-

summary of past errors and a guid-

masses in a civil war against the
army of exploiters in its essence are
very simple.

1. The fighters of a revolutionary
army should clearly be aware of the
fact that they are fighting for their
full social liberation and not for the
re-establishment of the old (* demo-
cratic”) forms of exploitation.

2. The workers and peasants in
the rear of the revolutionary army
as well as in the rear of the enemy
should know and understand the
same thing.

3. The propaganda on their own
front as well as on the front of the
adversary and in both rears should
be completely permeated with the
spirit of social revolution. The slo-
gan: “first victory, then reforms,” is
the slogan of all oppressors and ex-
ploiters beginning with the Biblical
kings and ending with Stalin.

4. Those classes and strata who
participate in the struggle determine
the policy. The revolutionary masses
should have a government apparatus
directly and immediately
their will. Only the Soviets of work-
ers, soldiers and peasant deputies can
act as such an apparatus.

SELL "FIGHT"
and help build
THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

5. The revolutionary army should
not only but i
carry out the more pressing measurea
of social revolution in the provinces
won by them: the expropriation of
provisions, manufactured articles and
other stores on hand and transferring
them to the needy; the re-division of
lodgings in the interests of the toilers
and especially of the families of the
fighters; the expropriation of the land
and landowners’ inventory in the in-
terests of the peasants; the estab-
lishment of workers' control and of
the soviet power in place of the form-
er bureaucracy.

6. Enemies of the socialist revo-
lution, i.e. exploiting el s and

FIGHT

ROSE COHEN IN
THE HANDS OF
THE G.P.U.

RO\F COHEN, now in the hands of
the stalinist counter-revolutionary
terrorist organisation, charged w
“spying,” was a young socialist girl
who worked about eighteen years ago
in the Labour Research Department.
From the early days of the C.P.G.B.
she was a member of that party and
a close friend of C.P. leaders: Mac-
Manus, Pollitt, Page Arnot, Dutt.

It was these people who introduced
this pretty, sincere, revolutionary
young woman into the very heart of
the Comintern. It was they who ar-
ranged for her to attend Comintern
Congresses and live very near to
them in the Lux Hotel. In those days,
so much did they value her that even
the diplomatic bag was used as a
means for sending her chocolates,
tennis balls, and other comforts un-
obtainable in Moscow at that time.

As revolutionary workers we pro-
test against the British capitalist
class interfering in the affairs of the
revolutionary movement. We expec-
torate on their Notes to the Soviet
Government. But, we demand that
the British working class be made
fully acquainted with the facts sur-
rounding this working class woman
and the charges against her.

We defend the right—the duty—of
our class to protest against Rose
Cohen's torture in the hell chambers
of Stalin's G.P.U. We demand that
the T.U.C. be allowed to send a law-
yer to Moscow to defend her.

Her husband, Petrovsky, who was
arrested earlier, is described as “head
of the Educational Department of the
heavy industries."” That is merely
sand in the eyes of the British work-
ers, and in particular is meant to
blind the young members of the Brit-
ish Communist Party to the facts.
Who is Petrovsky really? An old
revolutionary who, during the last
war, was on the editorial staff of a
Russian socialist paper in New York.
After the Russian revolution he went
back to Russia and, working in the
apparatus of the C Inter-
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Stahmst
Revolutio

Counter-
n in India

HE class-conscious British worker has always looked upon the

revolutionary movement in |l
lis own struggle against ¢
India will s0 weaken the bu

ritalism.
s of British Imperialism as to ensure

rdia and the colonies as part of
A successful revolution in

an casy victory for the British working class in the coming socialist

revolution.  The leaders of the

British Labour Party, who never

had any serious quarrel with British imperialism, know this and

that is why they have never lifted
movement in the colonies. Ta-d

a finger in support of the freedom
lay we have to add the name of

the Communist Party to list of those who are trying to make the

Empire safe for capitalists.

In the Daily Worker of April 18th,
1938, J. R. Campbell has put forward
the new imperialist ideas of the Sta-
linists. In answer to a question
whether the Communist Party of
Great Britain would give any support
to a subject nation which strives to
gain independence, Campbell replies,
* If a Labour and Democratic Govern-
ment was formed in the country, the
Communist Party would advocate
that the Government undertakes an
immediate and substantial improve-
ment in the economic and political po-
sition of the people in the col

tells us, would advocate the removal
of “some™ of the reactionary fea-
tures of the Indian Constitution.
This means that the Communist
Party will not advocate the removal
of the rest of the reactionary features
of the Constitution. What abject
cowardice and what servility towards
the British bourgeoisie! Even the
Indian bourgeoisie whose programme
is one of co-operation with imperial-
ism has damned the Constitution as
a whole and is clamouring for a
constituent assembly.

The C ist Party, says Camp-

Such a Government could establish
an uncensored Press, the right to form
industrial organizations and extend-
ed educational system in all the colo-
nies. It would abolish some of the
reactionary features of the Indian
Constitution and seriously begin to
Indianise the Army.”

An “immediate and substantial im-
pro in the ic and poli-
tical position of the people in the
colonies” is something for which the
colonials have been fighting for a
long time. On the very day Camp-
bell was writing his hypocritical an-
swers the Indian workers in the
British-owned copper mines of the
Indian Copper Corporation were on
strike to secure an increase in wages.
On April 23rd the Managing Director
of the Corporation, Sir Godfrey Fell,
K.C.LE. CS.I, told his cheering

national, was the C.I. representative
in Britain, Known as Bennett, his

h d by the
C.P. (No doubt some of the C.P.
leaders have never forgiven him for
the cuts he and Piatnitsky made in
their * allowances "!)

Rose Cohen worked with Bennett
(Petrovsky) in the Anglo-American
Secretariat of the Comintern. Later
she was on lhe editorial staff of the
Moscow Daily News.

If Rose Cohen is to be put on trial,
Pollit, Dutt, Arnot and her other
*“ friends,” who introduced a pretty
‘“spy " into the International, must
be put on trial by the British work-
ers. But these C.P. leaders know
Rose Cohen is no spy. They know
that her arrest is but one in many
thousands of old revolutionaries who
have to be removed by Stalin before
he can feel safe in his turn towards
the capitalist class.

To keep their own skins safe, to
keep their jobs as agents of the re-
actionary stalinist bureaucracy which

(cont. on page 4, col. 3)
tion, Not onlv in the propaganda but
in the military operations is it neces-
sary to take into account the social

their agents, even when covering
themselves with the mask of “dem-
ocrats,” ' republicans,” * socialists "
and - anarchists " should be mereci-
lessly driven out from the army.

7. At the head of each military
unit there should stand a commissar
possessing the irreproachable auth-
ority of a revolutionist and a warrior.

8. In every military unit there
should be a tempered nucleus of the
more self-sacrificing fighters. recom-
mended by the workers' organisa-
tions. The members of this nucleus
have but one privilege: to be the first
under fire.

9. The commanding corps of ne-
cessity includ at first many alien

role. The army of Franco includi

the colonial Riffs and the soldiers of
Mussolini are not at all immune to
revolutionary contagion. Surrounded
from all sides by the fire of the socia-
list uprising, the soldiers of fascism
would have proved to be an insigni-
ficant quantity. Not arms and not
military * geniuses " were lacking in
Madrid and Barcelona; what was
lacking was a revolutionary party!

THE CONDITIONS FOR
VICTORY

The conditions for victory of the

and unreliable elements in its sta®
A verification and selection of them
should be carried through on the has-
is of military experience, the recom-
mendations of the commissar and tes.
timonials from the rank and file fight-
ers.  Simultancously there should
proceed an intense preparation of
commanders drawn from the ranks of
the revolutionary workers.

10. The strategy of civil war
should unite the rules of military art
with the tasks of the social revolu-

(continued on next col.)

ition of the different military
units of the opponent (lhe bourgeois
vol the mobili s, or
as with Franco, the colonial slaves)
and in choosing an operative line to
take into consideration the social
structure of the corresponding regions
of the land (the industrial regions:
the peasant regions, revolutionary or
reactionary; the regions of the op-
pressed nationalities, etc.). Briefly:
revolutionary policy dominates stra-
tegy.

11. The revolutionary government,
as the executive committec of the
workers and peasants, should be cap-
able of winning full confidence of the
army and of the toiling population.

12. The foreign policy should have
as its chief aim the awakening of the
revolutionary consciousness of the
workers, the exploited peasants and
oppressed nationalities of the whole
world.

The conditions for victory, as we
see, are quite simple. In their aggre-
gate they are called the Socialist Rev-
olution. There did not exist in Spain
even one of these conditions. The

basic reason is that there was not a

revolutionary party.
L. TROTSKY.

holders, “It is time we had
a showdown,” and “ We will not yield
to force nor grant unreasouable de-
mands which would make it impos-
sible for us to operate at a profit.”
Every effort on the part of the work-
ing masses in the colonies to improve
their economic position brings them
into conflict with the interest of the
capitalists and the landlords, native
and foreign, and the troops and guns
of the Imperialist Government.
Campbell pretends to ignore this
fundamental fact and tells the colon-
ials that the Stalinists will advocate
reforms. No capitalist government
grants reforms willingly, least of all
to the colonial working masses. Eco-
nomic reforms can be won and pre-
served only by the organized mili-
tancy of the colonial masses. It
makes hardly any difference whether
the imperialist Government is the
Government of Neville Chamberlain
or Attlee and the Duchess. The ex-
perience of the people in the French
colonies bears this out completely.

After nearly two years of Front
Populaire Government the in

bell, will advocate the Indianisation
of the Army. Let us see what this
Indianisation of the Army means.
Of the 222,000 troops in India,
about 166,000 are Indians. Does
Campbell mean that he will support
the Indianisation of the r

56,000 white troops in India? Does
he not know that one of the crying
grievances of the Indian people is
the existence of a colossal military
apparatus which eats away 65 per
cent of the Indian revenue. More-
over under the present conmstitutiom
the administration of the Army falls
within the special powers of the Vice-
roy, the nominee of the  British
bourgeoisie. As long a8 the Viceroy

these

army will continue to be an impex'hl
ist Army even if the British officers
are replaced by the sons of the Indian
bourgeoisie. Yet these special powers
of the Viceroy are the foundation of
the Constitution. They cannot be
destroyed without destroying the
Coustitution as a whole. But Camp-
bell evidently does not want that.

Campbell’s answer makes it quite
clear that the Stalinists are quite
prepared to betray the colonial masses
for an alliance with the British bour-
geoisie against Hitler. In the old
days the Communist Party stood un-
reservedly for the independence of
India. Britain's difficulty was to be
India's opportunity. They loaded
Congress and the right-wing Indian
leaders with abuse for their very
policy of compromising with the Brit-
ish. And now look at them today
to the Right of Congress. But the
Indian bourgeoisie compromised with
Britain through fear of mass activity.
That is why they hated the Com-
munists. Today in India as in Britain,
France and Spain, Stalinism is ac-
tively collaborating with reaction,
shouting as loudly as ever but push-
ing the masses back whenever it
comes to action. This, as far as the

the French Northern African colonies
are now in revolt. In Morocco and
Tunis, General Nogues and his officers
have instituted a regime of fascist
terror. The French Stalinists who
equally with Campbell stood for re-
forms in the colonies have now joined
the French Capitalists and are tell-
ing the world that the revolutionary
masses are agents of Hitler and Mus-
solini. The " Social Future” the
paper of the Tunisian Communist
Party warns the masses that they
must not disobey French laws, the
same laws which, according to the
same paper, have created in Tunis a
regime of * hungcr poverty and un-
employment.” To talk of advocating
reforms in the colonies while sup-
porting an imperialist Government at
home is sheer hypocrisy.

The Communist Party, Campbell

are d, is no mistake
or misunderstanding. It is a deliber-
ate sabotage under orders from Mos-
cow in order to encourage the bour-
geoisie to favour a British-Soviet al-
liance.
The masses in the colonies and in
India have never known any democ-
racy. Yet they will fight fascism and
defend the Soviet Union. But they
know that the best way to defeat the
fascist menace is to nse the oppor-
tunities afforded by the mutual rival-
ries of the imperialist powers to
achieve their freedom. In doing this
they will bring near the day of the
Proletarian. World Revolution which
is the only defence of the Soviet
Union and the only answer to fas-
cism. To do this however, demands
an implacable struggle against the
Stalinist counter-revolution, in India
as well as in Britain.

BUY FIGHT!

*

READ FIGHT!

*

SELL FIGHT!
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‘““Peace Alliance’’

FIGHT

Leads to War

LESSON OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA

ILL the workers see through this =

Peace Alliance ™ in time?

Or will the Labour and Liberal leaders again trick them as

they did in 19147

That is the problem.

Germany massed troops on the Czecho-Slovakian border in the

third week in May.
stood by Czecho-Slovakia.

The Czechs called up reserves and France
Brailsford reports that the British

ambassador went to the German Foreign office. went again. and

went a third time, i.e. he told

not stand aside if Germany marched.

the Germans that Britain would

Germany held her hand.

But so0 tense was the situation that orders were given to evacuate
&

the British women and children from the German embassy—

(Evening Standard, May 24th).
many was no * Peace Alliance”

ernment which admires fascism.

ment completed a military alliance with France.

Note that this stand a

inst Ger-
Government hut a National Gov-

A few weeks before. this Govern-
Thus there was

a line-up of the British democracy, French democracy and the

Czecho-Slovakian democracy ™ against fascism.™

But does any-

body in his senses believe that Neville Chamberlain, Lord Nuffield.
Sir John Simon and the rest cemented the French alliance and
warned Germany, for the sake of democracy?

Rubbish! They were doing what
seemed to them best for the interests
of British capitalism. If Germany
had marched, the war would have be-
gun. Russia would have movad to
support Czecho-Slovakia and then
Harry Pollitt, J. R. Campbell, John
Strachey, Sidney Elliot of Reynolds,
Brailsford, Attlee, Harold Laski and
the rest of them would have called
on the British workers to support the
war and defend democracy against
Could there be a clearer
exposure of the capitalist role that
the " Peace Alliance " despite all its
attacks on the National Government
is to play?

The political position is simply this.
German capitalism must expand or
expue. 1ue easiest way is to attack
Russia and dominate the Ukraine, the
first step to the great redivision that
must come. Britain sees this quite
clearly. It is allied to France, not for
the sake of democracy, hut for the
sake of preventing Germany domin-
ating the Channel and the North Sea.
Britain is arming against Germany.
There is no one else for Britain to
arm against except Germany. It is
the same with France. Germany is
the enemy. There is no question here
of democracy at all. But France,
more frightened than Britain, formed
the Franco-Soviet pact. Note too
that it was formed by Laval, one of
the greatest reactionaries in France,
not for love of democracy, but as a
check to Germany. Where the divi-
sion between the capitalists comes is
in the tactic. Churchill, the Duchess
of Atholl and some of the French
politicians want to strengthen the
alliance with Russia. They see Ger-
many gaining strength in Europe,
and Germany and Italy finding a
foothold in Spain. They fear a sud-
den attack on France or worse still
an alliance between Russia and Ger-
many. By a Franco-British-Soviet
pact, disguised as the League of
Nations, they will then be in a strong-
er position to bargain with Germany,
Italy and Japan. He is a blubbering
fool who believes that Churchill and
the Duchess. if in power, will immed-
iately precipitate a war against Ger-
many.

Chamberlain. J. L. Garvin, and the
* Cliveden Set ™ think differently.
They want to bargain at once because
they think this is a better way. But
both of these, being what they arc,
are only seeking ways and means of
coming to an understanding with
Germany. Once they get that, both
will abandon Stalin without a tremor,
When Churchill went to France the
other day, the first person he went
to see when he came back was Hali-
fax. Thesce people are all one. The
Liberal Party, a capitalist party, goes
with Churchill and the Duchess. The
Labour leaders as usual, crawling be-
hind the capitalists, follow the liber-
als. They are not too anxious to get
into any Popular Front. They know
that when war does come, Britain
will be on the side of France. Then
they can shout about a war for dem-
ocracy to their hearts' content and
draw the workers in. Their latest
statement on the Popular Front is

more conciliatory than before and if
the pressure is strong enough, their
resistance will be broken, but they
would rather not have the responsi-
bility if they can help it.

All this is nothing new. The
* Peace Alliance " is 1914 in new cir-
cumstances. The revolutionary move-
ment has always foretold and was
prepared for that. It is the stalinists
who are doing the dirty work for the
capitalists in the workers' movement.
The stalinist bureaucracy aims at
maintaining hostility between Britain
and France on the one hand and Ger-
many on the other: and the stalinist
parties have orders to lead the work-
ers to the shambles at any cost.
Their Popular Front manoeuvre failed
but Sydney Elliot of Reynolds discov-
ered the phrase ' Peace Alliance.”
It is the same thing and the stalinists
grab on to it. So rigidly are they
carrying out their orders that they
supported the Liberal instead of the
working-class candidate. They are
boosting Churchill and the Duchess
as if they did not know the game
these people were playing. They
would support the Pope of Rome if
he was against Germany and they
have actually advocated an agreement
with Fascist Mussolini (/nprecor,
April 30th, p. 484.) if he will break
with Germany. The workers' move-
ment is nothing to them. For stalin-
ists, like the capitalists, lie and
bluff to the workers about democracy
while they carry out the orders of
their murderous masters in Russia.
That is the " Peace Alliance.” It is
merely dragging at the tail of one
section of the capitalists.

The Fourth International says no!
The fight against war is the fight of
the workers against all capitalists.
Every strike weakens the war-
machine. Every strike strengthens
the U.S.S.R. against capitalism. Every
colonial revolt weakens the capital-
ists. That is the road, long and hard,
but the only road. We must not be
deceived again even though the stal-
inists are using the name of Lenin
to push us into another “ war for
democracy."

BRITISHH BARBARISM IN
JAMAIC

(continued from page 1)

workers and collected subscriptions
for the strikers. That is true inter-
national solidarity. British workers
will not be behind hand. Those who
wish to send a resolution of protest
to the Colonial Office, or of solidarity
to the West Indians and a subscrip-
tion, however small, can do so
through the office of FIGHT or through
the International African Service
Bureau of 129, Westhourne Grove, an
organisation devoted to the interests
of the negro struggle.
C. L. R. JAMES.
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SOVIET PURGE CONTINUES

ECONOMY DISORGANISED

RITING in the Daily Herald, January 24th, Mr. Harold Laski |

in his notes on People and

Politics said:

™ The halt in the Scviet purge will hearten Socialists all over
the world: and that it zhould coincide with the meeting of the

new Legislative Assembly is important.

But it shows. I think the

urgent importance of two things: first, the need for far fuller
light than we have upon the internal position in the Soviet Union:

and, second, the necessity for all

the vital importance of Russia to our movement not to

Socialists who recognise, as 1 do.
e

that whatever is done there by its Government is, necessarily. what

should have been done.

“ For here is a frank admission that wholesale ermrs_’_ha\e

been committed, and, to whatever cause these may be attributed.
3 BTt > Epir

this means that the duty of criticism is one that no Socialist can

abdicate.™

Since Mr. Laski wrote that, much
has occurred in the Soviet Union
which shows how premature his con-
clusions were as to there being a halt
in Soviet purges. There was the case
of the ' Robinsons,” two Americans
whose trial is still awaited. 60 Czechs,
500 Germans, and 3,000 Greeks were
under arrest. Andrei N. Tupolev,
* perhaps the most decorated man in
the Soviet,” whose initials ANT ap-
peared on Soviet planes, one of the
world's foremost aeronautical engin-
cers and inventors, the man who
created the Red Air Force, was dis-
graced and arrested. Zavenyagin,
candidate to the Central Committee,
(previously decorated for his con-
struction work on the Magnitogorsk
combine), with two of his colleagues
in the Commissariat of Heavy Indus-
try, *“disappeared " in the month o)
January. There was no halt in the
Soviet purge.

If anyone had doubts about that
they were dispelled very quickly
when the Bukharin-Rykov trial took
place-—the largest of all the public
trials so far, with the longest role of
death sentences.

Even whilst this trial was going on
in Moscow further “plots” were be-
ing uncovered in other parts of Rus-
sia. In Prokopievsk, Western Siberia,
seven alleged terrorists were put on
trial accused of murdering a woman
who informed on them in their crim-
inal activity in setting fire to a mine
shaft—she alleged that they were
* Trotskyist-Bukharinists.”

On March 23rd six people were sen-
tenced to death for having organised
wrecks on the Tomsk railway.

Because ineffective lanterns were
supplied to the Arctic explorers, I.
Krasin, former director of the Lenin-
grad Lantern Factory, and three en-
gineers were put on trial for criminal
negligence.

Nicholas Vassilevitch Krylenko,
first Commander-in-Chief of the Red
Army, then Commissar of Justice,
disgraced in March and accused in
April by State Prosecutor Vishinsky

for * wrecking "' and denounced as a
traitor.

In Central Russia in the Tartar
Republic acting under instructions
from the ** counter-revolutionary
Trotskyist-Bukharinist" organisation.
seven officials of the Ministry of Ag-
riculture of the Tartar Republic en-
gaged in sabotage, were shot.

In Kirghizia for similar offences and
‘ bourgeois spying and wrecking
nine persons were executed.

At Tashkent, in the north of Uz-
bekistan, six persons were shot. one
was sentenced to ten years imprison-
ment, and two to eight years on
charges of wrecking activities in the

plant.

On the same day (May 10th) in
Erivan, the capital of Armenia, two
men were given terms of imprison-
ment, and three men were shot. for
wrecking in connection with agricul-
ture. For this one day—there were
similar reports from Novosibirsk, on
the Trans-Siberian Railway — the
total number of shootings for wreck-
ing crimes amounted to eighteen.

v

In the * Monthly Review " issued
by the U.S.S.R. Trade Delegation in
the United Kingdom, for February, a
list of the New Council of People's
Commissars of the U.S.S.R. is given
on page 49. It is illuminating to look
over this list — it is already out of
date and useless.

The People's Commissar for Rail-
way Transport, A. V. Bakulin has
been removed. Soviet railways have
been in a critical condition for quite
a long period, Bakulin has been made
the scapegoat.

Owing to some confusion in the
reports it is not possible to say who
has now taken over his post. 'The
confusion arises from the similarity
in names of L. M. Kaganovitch, Com-
missar for Heavy Industry. and M.
M. Kaganovich, Commissar for the
Defence Industry. One or the other
has now presumably taken over the

construction of a dam and powerl

Land Transport, although things are
not too good in an industry with
which they are both connected, the
Chemical Industry: “wrecking in the
Soviet chemical industry had caused
the failure of the entire 1937 plan.”
In fact it has been alleged that more
wreckers were found in this industry
than in any other!

But let us return to the list of
commissars.

The People’s Commissar for Water
Transport was N. L. Pakhomov: elect-
ed in January he was disgraced in
April. His job has now been taken
over by M. Yeshov head of the G.P.U.
so Yeshov now holds two posts.

The People’s Commissar for Agri-
culture was R. 1. Eikhe, also elected
to the new Council in January, but
!deposed from office in May. Perhaps
! Eikhe found things in the agricultural
iinduslry too much for him. In a
'report delivered on January 18th on
‘the “ Plan for 1938 in Agriculture "
before the plenary session, he gave
‘a depressing picture of the work of
ithe wreckers: seed had not been pre-
ipared: repairing tractors plan had
Ibeen fulfilled only 30 per cent: pet-
irol supplies lacking, and so on.
| Robert 1. Eikhe was made a com-
!misar of agriculture last October oc-
lcup_\'ing the post formerly held by
{ Mikhail Chernoff, who was tried along
jwith Bukharin last March and exe-
cuted. It was Eikhe who denounced
{Chernoff as a wrecker and who gave
!details of his alleged sabotage in the
\agricultural industry. Despite the
fact that Eikhe undertook to improve
the industry he failed to do as well
as Chernoff had done.

Who will be the next to fall? How
long is this sorry condition of things
to continue? The answer to these
questions is obvious.

i When the socialists of the_ world .

{face up to their duty of criticism, a
{duty which, as Mr. Harold Laski says,
ino Socialist can abdicate. Not that
{Mr. Laski practices what he preach-
tes. What every serious minded per-
;son wants to know is: What are the
causes which give rise to the Trials
and the deplorable shootings? What
are the real conditions in the Soviet
Union? What is the actual situation
jin the country? Anyone who tries
to make such an investigation from
honest motives will be met with hos-
tility, the kind of hostility with which
Mr. Laski treated André Gide for
instance. When André Gide went to
Russia and upon his return wrote his
little book, which was worthy of deep
consideration, all that Mr. Laski
could do in a crushing review of the
book in the Manchester Guardian,
was to say: “The true comparison
M. Gide ought to have made is he-
tween the old Russia and the new!"
HENRY SARA.

ARMS and the UNIONS

(continued from page 1)

a ' democratic "' constitution, but in
which the members have no voice,
could be continued indefinitely. But
the position is already clear enough.
The Union leaders are ready and pre-
pared to betray the workers once
again. What can the workers do?
Particularly what can the engincers
do against the coming dangers?
First, they can resist the treacherous
moves of the leaders by all the con
stitutional machinery of the Unions.
More important, they can elect mili
tant shop-stewards in every shop. and
call into being powerful Works Com-
mittees throughout the industry.

This will help to perfect the real
basic machinery of Trade Unionism
which is powerful enough to overcome
the faithless leadership, and event-
ually to substitute workers control
for the inefficiency of capitalist meth-
ods. Meanwhile the workers can
demonstrate both to the leaders and
the Government that the hold the
former has over them can easily be
broken, and that if a betraying pact
of co-operation is made between the
Government and the Union leaders it
will be worthless, because in the end
it is the engincers, the workers them-
selves who decide whether or not the
past will be put into effect.

ROSE COHEN IN THE HANDS
OF THE G.P.U.
(continued from page 3)
is trampling the proletarian revolu-
tion in the mud, the Pollitts, Arnots
and Dutts are prepared to slander
and lie against not only Trotsky and
the old Bolshevik leaders but against
their nearest proletarian revolution-

ary friends.

i Workers! Rose Cohen, one of our
‘own class, is in the hands of the
bloody G.P.U. Only we can save her.

end protests to the Russian Em-
assy. London, demanding her re-
lease.

Get resolutions passed in  your
Trade Union branches demanding

that the T.U.C. defend Rose Cohen.
Send copies to FIGHT for publication.

The arrest of Rose Cohen is but
a prelude to further frame-ups. To
save her child, she will be ready to
" confess " (in other words to sign
any statement put before her by the
G.P.U. inquisitors Rosenberg and
Scheinin) after being subjected to and
broken by the torture of the “ heat
rooms " and the " conveyor" in the
dungeons of the G.P.U.

Workers! Demand the release and
safe conduct of Rose Cohen and her
child to Britain.

Young Communist Party members!
Force the truth from Pollitt, Dutt,

Arnot and Company.

Down with Stalin’s bloody terror
against proletarian revolutionaries!
Free Rose Cohen! Free the thou-
sands of working-class fighters now
in the prisons of Stalin, Hitler and
Mussolini!
ALPHA.
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MEETING HELD

IN THE LONDON AREA

BATTERSEA — Comyn Road. Clapham
Jc., Tuesdays, 8 p.m.

ISLINGTON -— Highbury Corner, Mon-
days, 8 p.m.

ST. PANCRAS — Mornington Crescent.
Fridays, 8 p.m.

KILBURN — Kilburn High Road, Fri-
days, 8 p.m.

PECKHAM -— Rye Lane, § pm. To
be commenced shortly.

TOOTING — Undine Street. 8 p.m. To

be commenced shortly.

SUMMER CAMPAIGN

Sundays.

Finsbury Park - - - 11 am.
Hyde Park - - - - 3 pm.
Clapham Common - - 3 pm.
Brockwell Park - = 7 pm
Victoria Park (to be commenced

shortly).
Peckham Rye (to be commenced

shortly).




