


INTRODUCTION 

Whal is importan t to understa nd is the underlying reasons as to why US imperialism 'had to st ep up its invo lvemen t 
in Cyprus a nd invervene d irectly in t he dcvdopments on the isla nd. 

·1 he October I <J7 3 Middle l·ast war and the ensuing o il cris is was t h e catalys t tluit forced US im perialis m to st ep 
up its interve n tio n in t he a rea. For the fi rs t t ime s \nce the Seco nd Wo rl d War, the b ig cap italist natio ns are in the 
throes of a n c..:o nomic rccc>~ion at the same time. i\t t imes like t h is imperialism becomes very vulnerable to any 
further economic or political 'cthad·.> and must be prepared to act q u ic kly and decisively if it is even to begin 
resolving tempora r ily the cm1> wluch I> caust:d by its own inherent contradic tio ns. 

The im1ncd iale rcat:lion or t ill' US/\ was lo mo un t a massive o ffen, ive to gain the lost ground i n the Mid d le East 
silll:e the 19 6 7 Middle 1-ast war. and try to pacify th i> poten tia lly exp losive area. Right from the st ar t this o ffensive 
met wit h considerable >11cccss a nd close links between Egypt and the US were established . ~ 25 0 millio n o f US 'aid ' 
was o ffe red for tht: rL·const n 11,; t ion of cities round the SueL Canal. T he canal itself was re-opened recently wit h 
massive eco no mic a nd tech nica l a 'sistance from lhc US. Egypt has lifte d restridions o n foreign inves tment a rid 
i\meri.:an firms have ohtaim·d righh lo ex plore o ff-sho re o il. i\ program me to p rovide Egypt with nuclear reacto rs is 
on the way and wi ll he e·on1pil'te•d hy the 1980>. 

/\ II t lw>c dcvt· lopmcnls have opened the way for long t i'r111 tics, as 1-.gypt beco mes inc reasingly dependen t o n US 
invc,l nwnl . 'aid' and tcchn ie·al .1s>1>tance. 

i\ >1milar rclatwnshi p b abo hcmg opLned up 111 Syria. Syria roxeived S 100 million fo r reconstruc tio n after the 
war. US-Syrian re la tion> were rc-c>lahh>hed and restriction> o n fo reign capital invest ment relaxed . As part of t he 
US-Syr ian di:t c nt c. Syri a which ha ll alway:, :ieen the s tate publicly most identified with the PLO has successfully 
put pressu re o n the lattc1 to accept finally the idcn of a Wcst: Bank Pa lest inia n m1111-s tate. The most importa nt con
nectiLln of thl' US in the /\rah world I> Saudi ,\rabia. w h ich has undertaken massive investments in the US and 
throughou t the Wt'st with 11> '>lllplu, pl'lro- folla1". No bom•s a1c made that t hese invest men ts will he lp p rop up 
lhl· a iling cconomil·s o r !ht· advanccd cap1l;il1,t count ries. 1:inally with the ·good o ffices' of US .d iplo macy some 
of t he conflicts hetwe•cn 1Tgi111e> ol lh,· are'a haw be•cn rt':.olvcd. l~a pprochement between Saudi Arabia a nd Egypt , 
Iran a nd Lgypt. Iraq a nd Iran (LL'. co-opcr~t ion to >Uppre!» t he Kurd ish re bellio n ) has been ac hieved with US ini tia t ives. 

Nor ha> better n: lat ion' with ,\rah' mca~.l thL' 'dit..:hing' or Is rael, if any th ing Israel is mo re dependent o n US aid 
a nd ;1r ms s incc thL' OctobL·r war. l fm\Cvc11mprc,s iVL' a ll t hese successes of US imperialism appea r,they must not 
oh>curc the fact that thc s1tualion 111 t he 1-hddk 1-<1:.t i' st ill l'ffJ' precarious indeed . T he possibility of a new war is 
not t hat remote and t he a:,sent ol thc Pak,1~1ian masses o r indeed the via b ility o f any Palestinian min i-sta te are by 
no mc~1ns a fo regone conr lus10n. All the ~~1\fu l worl-. o f US Imperia lism co uld crum ble j ust as quick ly or q u icker 
than they. were built 

It 1s in th is ligh t tha t l lw llL'l'l'sslly lor :1 n 11W.pc nalis t ·solu twn· to t he Cyprus problem acquired so much impo r tance. 

July ·19 / 4 

I ha t Monday lllorn111g 111 \i"mi.1 ,c·e 111t:d no different fro m any o ther. T he b uses had already brought t he wo rk
l'rs a lo ng t he du,ty wad:. tn1m their ,J!lagcs 111to t he ca r!ta l. The marke ts a nd sho ps bus tled with tra ding activity 
whi le the to unsts ro;1 Jllnl t hl' c 11'y. swel t.:ri ng under l he early morning sun. 

S ud lt e nl y all nwtion ce'.1wd 1, thl' ,,111n d o f gun fir~ echo ed :i long t ho se st reets a ro und the Arc hbisho p 's palace. 
1'11..: shops i111111ediatdy c·l,isc·d up .i nd the 't rcets rnpidly e mptied as t he sho o t ing became more intense. By no w the 
bndgc' lin l-.ing the· old .ind ill'\\ parh o f the ..:ity we re su rrou nded by ta nks and the Preside n tia l palace at St rovolos 
was in the· prnce» of bl'1ng gulled I he C<lllp had begun. 

13y mid day the national radio. \\'hi.:h up to now had o nly been playing martia l music, in terspersed with a nnou nce
ml'nb of l\lal-.ari.1s' d ,·;1th. was inll'rruple•d hy a declara t ion fro m the inst iga to rs o f the eoup. A governme nt o f 
'Na tional Salv<1twn· led by a l'L'Plltl.'d madman. :\ico' Sampson, was p roclaimed. All privately-owned arms were to be 
handed in to t he poli..:e• hy l u..:sday midday. a lcohol was illegal a nd a curfew was imposed t he impe nding slaughter 
of ,ociali~ts and \lakarw,· 'uppnrtcr> was no t to he interru p ted under any circumstances! 

t hat evening the fasc 1'1> ol I OK .\ B. 1u>t released fro m the priso ns and a rmed by the junta, spen t t he even ing 
tnrorisi ng the villages and sel tling old M:\lrl'>. 

I hcir sal 1sl;1ction wi t h th.: coup"''" ,how n by t heir dcclaratio n t he follo wing da y to vo luntarily disband their 
orga ni,ation . Clearly I here• \I.I' IHJ lllnger any need fo r these righ t-wing t hugs to rema111 o uts ide o f th e governme nt 

they n>tild mm 10111 t he•ir colleagues \Vil h in it. 
l· O K:\ U\ 1oy though \l'<I\ no t >hHl'll by lllem' tha n a ha nd fu l o f r igh t wing fanat ics on T uesday nigh t Dr Lys-

sa mlL'' 1,f t he• I DI K kd \L'Vl'ra l hundred mil itant> in to icosia in an armed offensive against the Junta. The failure 
o f thi> \alian t a t te m pt marl-..:d thc junta'> in itial s ta bili>a t io n. 

I llnv w.n. Jt po"ihk for <>50 c;rl'e'i-. off1..:crs. a few ant iquated Russian tanks and a handful of h ither to unsuccess
fu l I O KA H terroris ts tn ovcrthro\\ ~L1kario;, aml massacre t he social is ts'! Had Makar ios no t recently rece ived 96% 
of the Cre·,·1-. \Oll' ag;1 in'l the pro-e·null>l I vdokas'1 \Vas no t the i\ K l'. L the largcs t and bt!St o rgan ised political party 
tl n the i>l.1nd" I he ,ue·e·e» nf the· c·1n1p 11a' even nnirt: 1n..: rcdihle considering it was no t the suddt!n realisa t ion o f a 
\1ell -planne'll ;1nd lun)!-1-.l·pl >l'e·re·l 

()11th ,• island 11 wa' '"n"·d that .1 I ml-. i' h 111vas1011 would take p la..:e. Sampson . a no to r io us an ti-T urk . repeatedl.Y 
emphasi'>l'll thJt th.: I 111i-.1>h Cyp11oh 111Hild not he ha r rnt:d. Radio l:layrak , ' vo ice of the T urkish Cyprio ts' <:Jlled for 
till' r1•lurn of l\lal-..1rw' the'\ did not .1e'.:U>t: t he JU nla of attac king them . nor did they call o n Turkey to ' save t he m'. 
;'\e'VL'l thl'i..:>S om·e· Sa 111p>1rn h.id p..:1 fo1 m,·d hb bloody task or i mp riso ning aml killing the Makarios-supporters and 
\Oe'1alb t> . f urkish wa rships s team..:d 1ow~11Lb Cyprus. 

,\ t dawn on J ul~ 20th. I u1i..1,h tro,1ps l.111ded in force near Kyrenia from an armada o f more than 3 0 troopsh ips 
a nd la nding ..:ra ft. c><.:ortcd hy a number of clt:sl royN's. Within a few ho urs mo re ti.an 6 .000 T urkish troops and some 
40 tanks had ttone ash on:. T he marn ..:ities wi:re bombed by NA TO-supplied aircra ft. T hose Greeks rott ing in thr 
pri,0 ns round the door' flung open. and thei r tort u rers t ra m the previo us days sta nding o pen-armed becko ning: 
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'Brothers we' re off to fight the Turks'. The fate of many of those whom the junta had not yet killed was decided in 
the front iines of Kyrenia. 

Jn those few days thousands of mothers cursed Kissinger as they grieved over the deaths of their sons and hus
bands. The coup and the war were taking their bloody toll - yet again American imperialism and its agents were 
'defending the free world'. · 

To understand the reasons for the coup and the subsequent war it is necessary to look at the role imperialism has 
played in the East Mediterranean over the last century. A brief examination of this will confirm that the tragic 
events of July 1974 cannot be attributed to there being different ethnic communities on the island ; nor can the con
straints of the 1960 constitution, the dictatorial Turkish regime , or the activities of Athens-backed General Grivas 
provide us with a satisfactory understanding of recent events. 
- All these factors are inextricably linked to the attempts of imperialism to further its interests in the area and can 

only be understood in this light. However, this certainly does not imply that imperialism could not have been defeat
ed and a socialist soluti:on found. 

The workers and peasants of Cyprus, both Greek and Turkish, have recently suffered a massive and historic defeat. 
Hence in examining imperialism' s part in this we must at the same time look critically at the part played by the 
leadership of the working-class movement. Unless this is undertaken in an open and honest way the socialist move
ment will have learnt nothing for the future. It will be incapable of building a movement able to confront imperialism , 
to defeat it , and to unite the people of Cyprus under a common banner the banner of socialism . 

... . ·:·~ ... ~. --;··-. - , 
.. , .............. ... 

BRITISH IMPERIALISM IN CYPRUS 

Britain was able in 1878 to lease the island from 
the virtually bankrupt Ottoman rulers. British imper
ialism's interest in Cyprus wa> solely that of obtaining 
a strategically placed base in the area. This was deem
ed necessary in order to protect the Suez Canal, the 
shortest route to Britain's most lucrative colony 
India. Both Sudan and Egypt were also subjugated for 
the safe journey of Britain's plunder (Egypt was occu
pied by British troops in 188 2) . 

By 187 8, after 300 years of Ottoman rule, the priv
ileges of the Turkish-Cypriots had by and large disap
peared and their condition was, if anything, slightly 
worse than that of the Greek-Cypriots. The Greeks 

though , under the day-to-day domination of the Greek 
Orthodox Church, saw themselves as the oppressed 
section of the population , aspiring for national liber
ation and independence. ln practice this meant oppo
sition to the feudal Ottoman rule which was stultify
ing the development of the productive for ces of the 
newly emerging Church-backed Greek-Cypriot bour
geoisie. 

The initial welcome by this layer for the British 
soon disappeared. Except for a small group of bureau
crats who could benefit under the new regime, the 
mass of the population , including the small entrepren
eurs, found themselves as oppressed by the British as 



they had been under the Ottomans. 
The role of advanced capitalist Britain was actually 

to inhibit the growth of a 'normal' capitalist develop
ment as much as the feudal system of the Ottomans 
had . Instead a completely distorted economy and 
class structure, riddled with internal contradictions 
was to be the result of Britain's domination of the 
island. Britain -.yas not deeply committed to any 
particular form of rule as long as she had complete 
dominance over Cyprus. Hence both Gladstone's 
constitution of 1882 and the enlarged council l when 
Cyprus became a Crown Colony in 1925) had a liber-
al veneer. In reality they were very thinly disguised 
forms of authoritarian rule, to be discarded as required. 
The farcical form of Colonial rule here was that those 
areas of business not decided solely by the British High 
Commission were handed to the Legislative Council .. 
This however worked on the principle that the Turk
ish members plus the British members exactly equal
led the number of Greek members the 'British Gov
ernor having the casting vote. Sir Ronald Storrs, Gov
ernor of Cyprus from 1926-32 writes that this Anglo
Tukish combina lion 'could carry any measure against 
the united opposition of the l 2 Greeks representing 
80'K of the total population of the island.' This sys
tem was maintained through a process of privileges 
for the Turkish members, antagonising the Greek Cyp
riots and providing the basis for 'divide and rule'. 
The deliberate use of the strategy was carried out in 
other areas. The British deliberately recruited Turkish, 
Cypriots for the police force in I 919 out of 796 
members, 420 came from I 8 per cent of the popula
tion. Despite this there was very little hostility be
tween the two communities - in the system whereby 
Britain maintained her dominance through privileges 
for the Turks only th e upper echelons of this commun
ity were eligible. The predominately rural Turks were 
no better off than their Greek counterparts - both 

were severe!¥ affected through heavy taxing by their 
colonia l master eg. the Turkish Tribute, a sum greater 
than the surplus revenue of the is land and the Imper
ial Defence tax on top of the more usual taxes. 

lt was not surprising then that many Turkish Cyp
riot peasants and workers joined with the Greeks in 
the Communist Party of Cyprus (KKK). It was al
most inevitable that an anti-colonial delegate would 
sooner or later be elected by the Turkish Cypriots to 
the Legislative Council in 19 31 such a Turkish mem
ber broke the line and voted against the British. For 
the .first time a tax bill was lost. Horrified at the aud
acity of such a move the British quickly discarded 
their liberal facade. The Governor imposed the bill 
by an Order i.n Council, but underestimated the anti
colonial mood already generated. i\. campaign of civ .. 
ii disobedience began, a boycott of British goods, and 
riots which culminated in the Governor's house being 
burnt down. 

This movement was led by the Greek Church under 
the Greek flag on an enosis basis. Despite having recent
ly reverted back to an anti-enotist programme the KKK 
followed the nationalist movement. With no support rt 
fro m Venizelos in Greece on the one hand and on the 
other no clear anti-colonial line from the KKK which 
cou ld cut across both ethnic communities, the poten
tial indicated by the riots could not develop and the 
British were able to crush the movement. From now 
on the Governor was empowered to rule by decree 
;:md the Legislative Council made redundant. Mun
icipal elections were abolished, political p&rties were 
made illegal, hundreds 'were interned anc the press 
placed un der strict censorship. 

The advent of the Second World War created the 
opportunity for the left to re-organise. By 1940 
Greece and Britain were fighting the same enemy. 
While living under a dictatorship 30,000 Cypriots en-
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listed in the British forces and fought against the fas
cist dictatorship of Nazi Germany. Those elements 
directed by the Nationalists fought with the naive 
view that Britain would reward them after the war 
by granting enosis. 

The recently formed Communist Party front organ
isation, the AKEL at first opposed the war, in line 
with Soviet policy. as an inter-imperialist war. (The 
reasoning behind this lay in the totally opportunist 
policies of the Moscow lrnreaucracy. Having signed 
the Nazi-Soviet. friendship pact , the Soviet bureaucracy 
dropped its anti-fascist ~tance. This line was folowed 
by the official Communist Parties all over the world. 
However when Germany invaded the USSR in 1941 · 
the line was altered - the war was now a fight against 
fascism and for democracy again this line was adop
ted by the Communist Parties which abandoned the 
class struggle and fight for self.determination. AKEL 
being one of those CPs whose activities were totally 
determined by directives from the Kremlin accordingly 
shifted from its original position and campaigned for 
the war. 

The heavy-handed British rule in Cuprus was now 
relaxed because of the war and political groupings 
could operate freely. During this period the AKEL 
and the PEO (A KEL' s trade union counterpart) began 
to gain a massive influence amongst the Greek and 
Turkish working class and peasantry. By the 1946 
Municipal elections AKEL was clearly the strongest 
and best organised political party in Cyprus. Strong 
opposition from all sections of reaction quickly grew 
to stem AKEL and PEO's growth - the British using 
straightforward repression, the Greek bourgeoisie, the 
Church and the CIA setting up a nval nationalist trade 
union (SEK), the Turkish leaders setting up separate 
Turkish trade unions, and the Greek middle classes 
rallying around theChurch-backed pro-enosis Cyprus 
Nationalist Party (KEK). 

Clearly class issues , not ethnic or national ones, 
were at stake. Not for the last time were the American, 
British, Greek and Turkish bourgeoisies to attempt 
smashing the Cypriot workers ' movement. Instead 
of opposing these forces with class wide demands, 
involving both communities, AKEL capitulated. Tail
ending the Nationalists on the question of enosis, for 
short term opportunist gains, AKEL was not able to 
counterpose an independent working class strategy. 

THE STRUGGLE OF THE Fl FTI ES. 
The political uasis of the EOKA movement. 

When Britain had to withdraw from Egypt in 1954, 
its Middle East military Headquarters were moved to 
Cyprus. British Conservatives regarded the strategic 
values of Cyprus for Rritain as crucial if they wen, to 
maintain their influence m the Middle East. 'There 
can be no question of any change of sovereignty in 
Cyprus' the British Ministry of State for Colonial 
Affairs declared in 1954. For the next few years a 
fierce battle raged between the EOKA movement and 
30,000 British soldiers for the control of the island. 

EOKA was able to wage a fierce struggle against 
overwhelming odds only because of the mass support 
i! received amongst the Greek Cypriot working masses. 
Although a right wing nationalist led movement EOKA 
had a proletarian base because it was seen to be carry
ing out the anti-imperialist struggle not simply in elec
tion mar.ifestos and fine speeches but in the 'flesh'. 

Under the banner of 'Enosis' EOKA was able to 
weld together the vast sections of the working class 
and the peasantry together »¥ith the Greek Cypriot 
bourgeoisie and the Orthodox Church in a struggle 
against British imperiaLsm and for unification with 
Greece. The leadership of the struggle was in the 
har.ds of the Greek-Cypriot bourgeoisie and the 



)uring the EOKA struggle, 30,000 Brit ish troops were in active service in Cyprus. 

:::hurch who together with fascist General Grivas 
legemonised the anti-imperialist struggle. AKEL was 
11owhere to be seen. 

What was the material basis for the 'enosis' move
ment? EOKA was certainly not leading the struggle 
for socialism - for the working class and peasantry to 
own and control the land , the factories and the mines. 
The Greek-Cypriot bourgeoisie saw their development 
possible only by removing the constraints and econ
omic domination of Britain. 

The Church together with the Greek Cypriot bour
geoisie. wanted a bigger share of the wealth created 
by the Cypriot workers and peasants. British rule 
had stunted their development as a capitalist class 
through distorting the economy to fit their own inter
ests. Britain had no need for Cyprus to produce cars, 
electrical goods and other finished _secondary products 
- Britain was able to prod uce these herself and make 
a fortune out of selling them to the colonies. What 
Britain needed though was primary products; ie. 
raw materials which included agricultu ral products, 
metals, asbestos etc. With Britain politically and econ
omically controlling the island, the Church and the 
emerging bourgeoisie were doomed to low level man
ufacturing, eg. shoes and garments, and a highly un
productive agricultural system. This class could only 
live off the crumbs of British imperialism it could 
not develop as a class in its own right. 

The only way this could be achieved was through 
the overthrow of British rule. But this kind of a per
spective required backing from the mainland. This 
provided the material basis for the Enosis movement 
on which EOKA was formed . 

However, EOKA did not simply include the above 
in its strategy and programme. Many of its positions 
and activities were of an intense chauvinist and nation
alist character. Its propaganda was riddled with anti
Turkish sentiments and its activities laid the concrete 
basis for the maturing of imperialism's divide and rule 
tactics. 

The Developments inside the Turkish-Cypriot 
Community. 

Despite being predominantly rural, in 1 946 the 
Turkish-Cypriots owned only 19 per cent of the land; 
without any effective trade union organisation of their 
own they began joining PEO. By the end of the Sec
ond World War, when PEO had 13,000 members, some 
3,000 were Turkish. Friction between the two com
munities was negligible. Even in 1960 only 6. 7 per 
cent of the villages were Turkish whereas 43 per ce.nt 
were mixed and these were evenly distributed through
out the island. 

On the other hand the Turkish-Cypriot bourgeoisie 
were economically ' primitive and their main scope was 
capitalising on the market of the 100,000 Turkish-Cyp
riots. The ' From Turk to Turk' campaign was brut
ally enforced. This movement, whereby Turks could 
buy only from Turkish merchants was the Turkish
Cypriot bourgeoisie's attempt to become economic
ally viable in a highly competitive market. Ethnic 
links justified the double exploitation of Turkish 
workers and peasants. 

With the assistance of the British Intelligence Ser
vice and Turkey, the Turkish Cyp~iot bourgeoisie 
formed the terrorist organisation VOLCAN. Mean
while the British were recruiting Turks, for a special 
police force to be used against the EOKA movement. 
During this perio d, Turkey completely changed its 
position on Cyprus from insisting on the maintenance 
of the status quo to that ofTAKSlM partition. 

Both EOKA and VOLCAN, which was later to 
become the Turkisj1 Resistan_c·e Organisalion (TMT), 
were inst rumental in inciting chauvinist fee lings , and 
intercommunal bitterness through the carrying out 
of sectarian murders. 

Denktash, who had been responsible for the 'From 
Turk to Turk' campaign; was one of the founders of 
the TMT. The perspective or this orga111sa.t10n was 
the partitioning of the island and the suppression of 
working class activity both essential to the needs 
of the Turkish-Cypriot bourgeoisie. 

During the whole period of the EOKA struggle, 
VOLCAN was instrumental in preparing the basis for 
the development of an autonomous Turkish state. 

The British used VOLCAN in attacks on EOKA 
and military operations against the nationalist move
ment. This fostered further divisions in the commun
ities and gave credence to EOKA's chauvinist and anti
Turkish propaganda and activities. At the same time 
VOLCAN was also assigned the task of policing the 
Turkish community - enforcing the severance of all 
links between the Turks and Greeks and stifling the 
anti-colonial sentiments of the Turkish-Cypriot work
ing class and peasantry through the use of brutal force. 
Again here the absence of a revolutionary leadership 
capable of uniting the Greek and Turkish-Cypriot 
working class and peasants in the struggle against 
British domination and for a socialist Cy"prus meant 
that the working class ~ould have to pay a heavy 
price. 

T11e Role of U1e AKEL 

The 1950s saw the epoch of the decline of British 
imperialism. AKEL entered this period organisation-
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ally 1\'l·akn1cd f'r()lll lh L· di ,;1, lrnu ' Lkk.11, ;it lhl' h;inLh 
Of imperiaJis nl during th L' J'J.f X ' lti kL' IV<llL'. \"J · J ·, 
kaders Wt'rc' t'X ikd or jailni. Ki val ri µlli -11i11µu11i()n ., 
were ,,.t lip and th e· l\l>rking cL1'' 11;1, L'l'l'"" 1 111,·; ill~ 

weak and had . urga ni,ati o nally. ,uffc•1\•d h,·a1 !I~ . 

!'or thl' und crdl'vclopcd rountri<'' in Iii<' <' JllH Ii it 
i111pni;iJ1,111. only ;i soc i;di't rn () lt1tilln ni uld :1c·li1l'1,· 
th l' t;isks nurmally allucated to !ht• ho.u1g''" i' r,·1\l lt1 -
ti on . Hut i\Kl·L.. artL·r an intnnal ,pJi l hc•lwL''.' n lit,· 
pro-e notis ts and tliusc· in la l'o ur ol lllL' .Ja,·k"> n .\gr,·,·
menl (limited ,c1r detn111 in;iti o nl . ll>ll;!Ot ;ill ah11ut th,· 
class slruggk and rar11paig11L·d 1il;!lHou,Jy lor ,·nmi' 
becaust'. 'llrllkr the· co nditi un' c'.\i ,ti ng al pr,·,,·nt. th,· 
cnosis s log;in pn111 ih till' ' lrungL''l ant i-i 111pniaJi,t 
mo ~1ilisati o n s'. Not on ly W•" an indcpL'nLknt W\lrkn 
and peasant a nti-colonial 1110\L'Illl'lll LkniL·d . hut in a 
eounlry rukJ by the gun . i\KLI. would pursue ;1 
'de moeratic path '. arrm·d s truggk wa' Ill hL· al'l>idcd 
al a ll costs. 

The AKLL domin;ited l'FO cou ld be no dii'fc-rent. 
In the PLO\ report to its 9th Congress it was stated 
that in l 952 the ITO had L'Stahli slll'd a ,·,·ntral offi,·c· 
for the Turkish workers and in Mareh i 'J54. Ah1m·I 
Sadi was appointed as sa lar ied seeretary to that olliu:. 
At the l I th Congress it was announced that Turkish 
workers had been appointed to the J>islrkl Councils 
of l'EO in Nieosia, Limassol and h1m;igusla. This 
vital trend to unit e Greek and Turkish workers al the 
basic level of Trade Unions was brought to an e nd 
vv luntarily by the l'EO when in I l/58 the Turkish 
office was dissolved. This was a result of the assassin
ation of Fazil Ondur , editor of the PEO's Turk ish 
trade union newspaper, and the attempted assassina
tion of Ah met Sadi on May 22nd. These ads were 
attributed to the right wing Turkish group , TMT. 
These attaeks were not isolated. In th e l 958 May Day 
demonstrations Turkish workers were solida rising 
with their Greek brothers and sis ters , shouting anti
imperialist slogans and protesting against the divisions 
being enforeed by imperialism. The rcaetion of the 
Turkish ruling class was vicious. Militant workers 
were killed by the score by the TMT. Without inde
penden t organisations of the working class i\KLL 
was powerless to defend the Turkish socialists from 
fascist attacks. The seeds of division, planted then by 
imperialism through the VOLCAN and TMT, were to 
bear harvest in the growing separation of the commun
ities during the 1960s. 

THE INDEPENDENCE YEARS 

The Zurich- London Agreements 

In i 959, the Zurich-London agreements were 
signed. The masses celebrated the end of the anti
colonial struggle. A paradox though soon became 
apparent the anti-colonial struggle was over but the 
need to fight against imperialism had not disappeared. 
Cyprus now had its own flag, its own elected Govern
ment and was no longer embarrassed by the stigma 
of colonial status. 

Independence did not entail a n independent econ
omy. Neither did it allow the formation of a sovereign 
state free of all foreign troops. This in turn implied 
the impossibility of any independent political line 
being pursued by the Cyprus state. The Zurieh-Lon
don agreements made sure of this. 

The Treaty vf Hstablishment gave Hrilain the r ight 
to two military bases on the island totallin~ 99 square 
miles . 8ritain also controls 32 other points on the 
island, including a radar stat ion on the top of Tredos 
mountain. Although the British military Middle 
East headquarters had been moved to Cyprus in 
i 954, the Brit ish presence in the area had no significanct: 
on its own. Within the context of NATO however, 
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the bases were or major importance. Thl' bases i'orl11L'd 
a link in the Southern nank of Ni\TO and during the 
Arab-Israeli confronta tion they were used as such by 
US planes supplying arms to Israel. 

Thi· 'f'r<'aly of 111/iancc allowed t lw pl'rmanent 
basing of Turkish and Creek troops on the island . 
America could rest assured that her interests in the 
island were being looked after by the military pres
ence of the three NATO members. 

The Treaty o/ (,'uarantee effectively guaranteed 
that one day Cyprus wou ld be partitioned in line 
with US wishes. The c;uarantor Powers had the right 
to intervene in lht· affairs of the island, if the 1960 
Constitution was not fully upheld. The Constitution 
imposl'd on the Cypriot people invited this it was 
eomplelely unworkable and only required a few flash 
points to invite military intervention. The pol was 
to be kept simmering for this purpose by the right-
wing (;rivas and the enosites on the one hand and 
th e Turkish-Cypriot bourgeoisie under the virtual 
control of Turkey on the other. 

Imperialism and the Republic 

Tl'lc years after independence can be characterised 
by a strong and active American involvement in Cyp
rus, mcdl;iled through Greece and Turkey. The latter 



sought to exploit the cunlradictury ru r,.,., ;111d t'lh 11 1,· 
divisions in the newl y born statt·. Wilh lhl' pot nicely 
simnll'rinJ ii was just a 111 attcr or ti11 1c· llt'fort• A111niL·a 
woulll aehicvt' complet e duminal ion or t ht' i'land 
throush its jun io1 partnn' in NA TO. 

Thi: hiid.groun d to A111erica's nc wfo und intnes l 
in Cyrrus was I he changing halanL't' ()f forces intn
n.itionally u r the major powers. In the post-war erJ. 
Amnica was to supersede Hritain as the world's do111 -
inanl impni.ilisl force. A111er ica's increas in g influence 
and pown was lakin g place by and large al Hrita in "s 
l'Xpl'nSL' . America (a nd the ·progrt·ssive' scct io ns or 
tilt' Kritish Labour Party l understood that Britain 's 
for111 or dircct colonial rule was anti4uatnl: nwrcover 
Hrita in was no lon ger strong enough lo contain the 
post-war anti-colonial move111t•nl s that were emergi ng 
throughou l the world . All hough l h is brough l tears 
of.joy lo th e eyes o f the A111nican capitalist class .·des
perately in need of expanding th e ir markds. it H'llS, 

11011etheless, a da11g£:row tlzrrnt t o 1rnrld i111f)('rialis 111 
as a wlzu/e. A111erica had de liberately propped up the 
ailing cap italisms or West e rn l·uro pe anJ Japan, t hrough 
the Marshall Plan , to ensure that none or the's cou ntri es 
would be rcmoved from th e worlJ capitalist economy 
through a socialist rcvulutio n. 

Likewise , America's stra t egy for the colonies was 
far 111ore suhtk than El rit<.1in 's . America politically 
do111inatcd those cou1itries rro111 which it obtained 
cheap labour and raw 111alcria ls, not throu gh the gu n
boat , hut by winning control of the major sectors 
o r their economies . 

After farcic<il debacles in Iran, Iraq and 1:,gypt it was 
cl ea r th at Hritain's pathdic atte111pts lo control the 
oirea were endangeri ng im perialism 's interesb, partic
ularly as regards o il. Brita in had become an ernbarr;is-
sing liability America had to seize authority from 
its senile ex-master. 

Cyprus, with tls s t rong working class organisa tions, 
was not l he most internally sec ure spot for a key mil
itary base . The po~sib il ity of a Cuban situat ion arising 
in the !'. astern Med it erranea n was on t he cards_. 

The po li tical sce ne of the independent Cypriot 
Republic was Jomina ted hy Archihisho p Makarios. 
Hav ing gained eminence hy be ing the pol itical leader 
of the anti-colonial ~truggl e the Archbishop with a Hyz
antine sense of esoteri c diplomacy fo llo wed a brand 
or politics whi ch w:is quite common <.1mong states-
men of countries l'lllL'rging from the co lonial yoke. 
Materially based primarily on the (;reek Cypriot bour
geoisie he a t tempted to ren der his ow11 pe rsona l rule 
as the pol e on whi ch variou~ conflicting force~ md 
and co-existed . His foreign policy was characterised 
by the re tention of·close links with Britai n. openings 
towards th e Soviet Union and Eastern h1ropean coun
tries and close id cntifi~ation with non-aligned regimes 
of the Third World. His domestic policies were d1ar
acterised by an atlt' mpt to 'bring together' the conflict
ing forces of the bourgeoisie an J the Church on the 
one hand and work ers and peasants on the other. lk 
tried to appease and neutralise the extreme right an d 
th e fascists not cla mping down o n them-am! never 
openly provoking them but consciously depr iving 
them of any political influence. On the question of 
the Turk ish community he main tained long protracted 
talks without making efforts that could be construed 
to be too keen by th e ultra-right or damage the int er, 
ests of the class h e represented the (;reek Cy priot 
bourgeoisie. 

The Pentagon sensing the coming tensions in the 
Middle !'.<.1st considered Makarins a too vague and un
certain quantity and saw that ult imate stability 
for the bases cuuld only be achieved if Makarios was 
removed, the working class organisations destroyed 
and the island brought under NATO control. 

Greece and Turkey which, with. brief exceptions, 

had pru-1\n11.:n ,·an rukrs. 11<.:rL !l1L' 1de;11 ,anJ1d;Jlc'S 
for thL· t;.i ,I,.. As long as their pl'lt~ rival n;.it1onalist1c 
conflict diJ not es,·~dak to 'uch J k1L'I a' Lo weal..en 
NA!"()", suutilnn tlanl... it niuld he rel1,·d on tu exJcer
hJt l' t he co 11 11nun.d tension' now on t lw island 

!" he plan i\1.11e11La had 1n 111ind 1~;1, 'J oublt' -L'nu,1s' 
through part i11un. t he 11hok 1sl.111d th,·rdorl' heco111 -
ing a NA 10 ha"'· 1~itil HriL.11n t"<'lllll\t'd In I 'i<)-+ . 
after the i11tt'1-L"o111n1t111al 110,tilit1'~' - Cellrge Ball. the 
US Stale f),•p <1 1t111e111·, trnuhlt· -, lwult:r. could not hully 
Makarim into JCLepting lhL' plan. c;ennal LL'lllllit1.er. 
NATO Chier therefore lri,·d to 1111po'e dl' tado partt.
lion by sending tekgra111s to both CtTcl.. anJ J"urktsh 
Covt:rnmcnb urging them lo IJnd trnops u11 the island 
which would h;iw lhen.leJ to the landing or a NA I 0 
mixed force t o intervene. The Acheson Plan which 
ro lloweJ then was ju~l a more polishnl Vl'rsion of the 
same theme. but bot h suffered th1.: same weaknesses 

it was loo blatant that these were wlulions imposed 
by external forces and, as such. could lead to a war 
sit ual ion b.:t ween (, rcece and Turkey. hence damaging 
NATO. A111nica l herdurc saw it as more practical to 
divide the Cypru' slate and destabilise lhe Ci-eek half, 
thus leading to a political crisis which wuuld lJy the 
ground for Makarios being toppkJ. 1:ascist group
ings in both communities, directly controlled by their 
111uther countries. c;reece and J"urkey . coulJ be relieJ 
on to bring about t his solution. 

Socio-Economic and Political Developments 

Having lived under Hritish colonia l rul~ for more 
than 80 years, the Jistortions in the economic and 
political life were 111 need of drastic change. But the 
very nature of the LOKA struggle was one whereby 
the basi c 4L1estio11 of uw nership of the land and of 
I he productive forces had 11•1! altereJ. The system 
was still capitalism, based 011 l'.'<ploita tion of m<.1n by 
man. The only difference w;.is who was to be the ex
ploilc1. The class structures an d the underlying reas
ons for the in!t: rcommunal tensions were not removed. 
l mperialisrn's grip over the isla th1 h<id not weakened. 
During the Y•'a1s of independence the standard of liv
ing of the C1cek community improved, but the struc
tural problems left by imperiJlism still aded as brakes 
on the economic and social development of the island. 

The nationalist movement had rnitially taken the 
for in or :enosis' due to sinular traditions in other 
Greek speaking areas under foreign rule anJ the exjs
tence uf th.: Creek Orthdox Church ;.1s the most coher
ent national 111stitution. 1 his ideology was gradually 
Jiscarded by large sections of the Greek Cypriot bour
geoisie , when it became clear thJt union with Greece 
w<.1s impossible. Soon after Independence they started 
making considerable m<.1terial gains due not so much 
to the development of the productive forces but rather 
the relaxat ion of the strangleholJ that Brit<.1in ha~ im
posed. c;reeks could now occupy and expand sections 
of the economy that had previously been virtually 
closed to them lintermediaries, tourism, small man
ufacturing, imports and exports). The growing afflu
ence of sections of the Greek Cypriot bourgeoisie gave 
them sufficient confidence to accept independence 
·a nd discard enosis. The actual road it embarked on 
economically and politically was the following: on 
the one hand it had to obtain revenue for capital 
investment, 'aid'. and low-interest grants (the only 
way this cou ld be achieved without being totally 
bound hand and foot to imperialism was through 

1 J ying th<: Soviet Bloc against the imperialist camp) 
while on the other hand it had to rnntain the more 
gullible and excitable of those whom it hJd enthused 
with the glamorous ideas of enosis. 

Agriculture still employed the l<.1rgest single prop
ortion of the work force but was highly inefficient; 
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defend tl1e living standards of the working c'lass and 
peasantry , bn;ak the strangle ho ld that imperialism 
had imposed on the island and attempt lo overcome 
the divisions of the working class and peasantry along 
ethnic lines. 

The 1970 elections for the House of Representatives 
was another missed opportunity for the working clas
ses to take the lead in the developments in Cyprus. 

AKl·:L limited its slate at the elections to 9 can
didates for 35 seals. The voting figures and delegates 
elected ~hown in the table below speak for themselves. 

District Candidates elected VOtt<S 

Nicosia 2 2 27 ,247 AKEL 
I 2 seats 12 9 23,740 UNIFIED 

Famagusta 2 2 16,954 AKEL 
7 seals 7 5 13, 159 PROGRESSIVE 

Limassol 2 2 16,597 AK EL 
7 sea ts 7 5 9 ,2 44 UNIFIED 

AKl~L clearly had the necessary su ppo rt from the 
(;reek Cypriot masses to represent it as the majority 
party in the House oJ Representatives. It was yet 
again to decline this mandate. There are probably 
many reasons why AK l ~ L did no t st and a full slate: 

(i) it might have gained a majority in the House of 
Representatives. The parties of the right would 
have probably formed an allia nce against it ; 

(ii) the right might become violen t (sic) . i\KFL 
would thus have instiga ted more att acks against 
itself ; 

(iii) given the existing int e r-commun al anct mter
nalional political situati o n AK l·: L preferred to 
be in opposition and no t ue respo nsible for 
solving.the enosis-independence dilemma( which 
didn ' t really exist a t that stage an y way) . 

(iv) fear of Crcecc and Turkey invadi ng under the 
guise of the Zu rich agreements. 

Alas' No amount o f good conduct, overt reformism, 
class collaboration and capitulation has proved enough 
to appease the appeti les of local and international re
action . 

Underlying these reasons o f course was A KFL's re
lationship with the Soviet Union , with wh o m AKEL 
had been having continual tro uble. A Kl ~ L ' s overall 
policy in the 1960s was for independ ence , but th e 
Soviet Union was on the who le t ryin g to improve its 
relations with Turkey . for geogra phical and strat egic 
reasons Russia is more int erested in T urke y t han Cyp
rus. Whereas in th e past AKEL had int ernal conflicts 
with Moscow thro ugh t he latter's .oppositi on lo enosis 
in the I 960s it fac ed a Moscow which was moving 
towards a two-comm un ities solution o f the Cy prus 
proble m, ie. federatio n or parti t ion. 

The constraints of th e new constitution were fully 
exploited by Dr. Kutchuk the Turkish Vice- President. 
The politics of the TMT manifested th emselves on 
the Parliamentary stage in a deliberat e atte mpt to 
paralyse the functioning of the Cyprus sta te. Using 
their right of veto and various constitutional pro
cedures the Turk is h leadership could effectively delay 
and inhibit the possibility o f a viaole unitary state 
developing. No national army co uld be formed and 
no taxes (the main source o f ineome for the Govern
ment) could be collected. The inter-communal blood
shed of l 963 hardened this deep ening rift between 
the two communities. Violence , which started with 
the bombing of a mosque in the Greek quart er of 
Nicosia was blamed on the Greeks by the Turkish 

leadership. Cumhuriyet . lhe paper of the Turkish 
left , denounced the act as a provocation from Turkisl;l. 
fascists to spark off inter-communal fighting, and 
threatened to reveal the names of those responsible. 
The co-editors of the paper, Hidmet and Gurken, 
were murdered on the very same day . 

Makarios had attempted to resolve the constit
utional crisis through bypassing the Turkish admin
istration, but in 1963 he decided to formalise this by 
means of thirteen amendments to the Constitution. 
The Turkish Government rejected tllese proposals even 
before Kutchuk could express an opinion. 

In a country ruled by the gun, only AKEL refrained from any 
kind of violence. 

It was clear that Turkey was following a clear policy 
of de-stabilising the Cyprus stat e in order to effect 
the partition plans o f 195 5. The plan of Galo Plaza 
in 1965 was later rej ected by t he Turkish Government 
for precisely the same reasons the Cyprus state was 

to remain still-born. 
The worst affected victims of the NATO policy 

were the Turkish Cypriots. NATO's plan facilitated 
the· Turkish bourgeoisie 's scheme to integrate the econ
omy of the T urkish Cyprio ts with that of the Turkish 
mainland. The ultimate extension cf this had to be 
partition. By I 970 Turkish aid to the island communr 
ity was running at the rate of 200 million lira. The 
condition /or this aid ttas th e strengthening of private 
enterprise linked to capital in the mainland. Economic 
relations were developed to the extent that by 1974 the 
the Cyprus Turkish Chamber of Commerce united with 
the Turkish Chamber of Commerce. The high level 
of exploitation of the Turkish Cypriots by their bour
geoisie was facilita ted ::iy the 1963 inter-communal 
fighting which resulted in a vast sauce of cheap labour 
due to the large unemployment caused by the uproot
ing of the peasant · po pulation. The enclaves created 
after I 963 were encourageµ by Turkey who had now 
adopted an official policy of federation. The Turkish 
Cy priot policy of cantons was perfectly in line with 
this of the 20,000 Turkish Cypriot refugees estim-
ated by the United Nations in 1969 many of these 
were in this position following directives from the 
T urkish Cypriot leadership. The left was brutally 
suppressed by the armed 'Freedom l~ighters' financed 
directly by the Turkish Government. The trade union 
movement was completely weakened having been 
ditched by the PEO in 1958 during the inter-commun
al hostilities created by the British (only about 6 per 
cent of the working class was organised). Up to 
1958 the Turkish trade unions were affiliated to the 
pro-Moscow World federation of Trade Unions. 
Afterwards though they came under the domination 
of the bosses and became affiliated to the lnternation- . ' 
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al Confederation of Trade Unions. Significa ntly they 
have co-o pe rat ed closely with SFK. Becaus~ ol the 
weakness of the trade unions and the le ft , re~r€ss'idn 
and super-exploitation of th e Turkish Cypriots was 
facil itat ed. T he Turkish Cypriot bou rgeci1s1e bene

fitled from their misery th e C reek secto r loo ked 
on with in d iffen'nce. The average income per head 
o f the Turkish Cypriots fell from £188 in I 9b3 to 
£50 in 19 64, less than a quarter of that of their 
(;reek co unterparts. Over the years bet ween 1963 
and I 'l68 the Cn;ek income increased hy 50 per cent 

th e Turk ish income never again reached its origin
al I %3 level. 

The economic blockade imposed by the C reeks 
pleased imperialism. The island was d ividing and 
J\KI-:L and Makarios co uld on ly sit hack and watch. 
l l was just a matter of tim e before Tu rkey would 
extend its repressive dominance lo a la rger part of the 
island . 

EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE COUP 

·While Turkey was playing it s par t in crea.ting fer
ment in Cyprus so was Creece through Ceneral Crivas. 
That th e two were working towards a co nman goa l 
was shown most c learly in 197 l. Having had to insist 
on the remova l of Grivas from the island in 1967, 
after his hrigack , Jau&ht ered '26 Turkish Cypriots in 
an attack on th e Turkish villages of Kokinou J\yiosthod
oros, there wt>re no protests when he returned in 197 1. 
More than this, the directives of the Turkish Martial 
Law authoritie~ to the press were not lo attack Crivas 
but to exp la in the developments in Cyprus as a strug
gle between two .ex-com rades for the leadership of the 
enos is movt""'t'nl. 

Crivas I·. ' ways been a threat to Makarios. When 
Makarios a d • e Creek Cypriot bourgeoisie opted 
f'or indepr nrl' .e n meant ditching Grivas and all 
t hose who 11 ad not seen enosis merely as a tactical 
move by the hourgeoisie hut as an ideal to he achieved. 
In an atf ··: i to bring order lo the private armies' 
which ha (I , merged amongst the Creek Cypriots in 
June J 96 ·1, Makarios made the mistake o r rt>call ing 
Grivas to the island. Crivas, whose orders came d ir
ectly from Alh< ns, sudden ly wielded the military 
power in Cyprus command of the (;reek Cypriot 
National Cuard and also of the 'volu nteer ' Creek 
troopers staliont:d in Cyp rus. 

Grivas's departure in 1967 did not signify the e nd 
of his pro-enosis supporters' activities. In 1969 the 
pro enosis Na tional f<ronl embarked on a campaign 
of t errorism, raiding police stations to steal arms, 
bo mbing British military buildings and vehicles, shoot
i ng and wounding the chief of police and making 
severa l bomb attacks on Governme nt Ministers. One 
such bomb attack occurred on October 14th o ~tside 
the house of Papaioannou, Secretary- General of the 
J\Kl·:L. The next day in a speech at an AKFL meeting 
l'apa ioalll"'" accused the CIA of preparing a plan 
which en tailed (I) assassinations of progressive dep
u t ies, himself .. ~t;(2) t he armament of bands of 
Greeks an d T u1 ks who wou ld be used l o provoke in
cidents: ( 3) ti c overthrow of Ma karios and ( 4) the 
imposition of partition as a solution. The Govern.· 
me nl rejected this saying such accusations would in
jure the friendly relations of Cyprus and the US! 
AKFL's theory may have been proved correct but un
t'ort unately speeches alone do not avert co ups. 

After an article in an Athens newspaper denouncing 
Makarios for aba nd oning enosis, Grivas secretly reti.1rn
n1 to Cyp ru s in September J 97 1. He began to hold 
medings with the leaders o f the National Fron t whose 
oppusilion to Makar ios ca me a~ :•rnch from their hos-
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Makarios and Greek dictator Papadopolous : the pressure is 
building up. 

tility lo the inter-communal talks as from their ded
ication to return to the womb of mother Greece. 

The President had been under pressure for some 
time from the Greek junta to dismiss ministers con
sidered hostile to /\ ,thens. l n f<ebruary 1972 A thens 
suggested that a Cypriot government of national unity 
should be formed , including moderate( ') representa
tives of Genera l Crivas. Makarios did not resist this 
pressure for loo long in May Spyros Kyprianou. the 
Foreigh Minister who had been the main target of the 
Greek junta's hostility. resigned , and in June Makarios 
carried o ut an extensive re-organisation o f his cabinet. 

Makarios's attempts to appease these ultra-right 
wing forces could not possibly succeed one does 
not hope to quell a li on~s appetite by feeding it a 
finger. (;rivas organ ised a guerrilla force, EOKA B 
and J;i unched a series of attacks on th e Makarios Cov
ern men t. Meanwhile the C'o111rnittec for the Co
ordination of the I·: nosis Struggle , Grivas's polit-
1cal front organisation , demanded a plebiscite on 
Enosis and rejected inter-communal agreement as 
a mean~ ,,f settling the future of Cyprus . EOKA B 
raided police stations, quarries and warehouses, stea l
ing arms , ammunition, dynamite , and rad io transm it ters. 

Despite claiming knowledge of Crivas's hideout , 
Makarios refused Io arrest Grivas for fear of a political 
crisis , as if that did not already exist' Makarios even 
posed the question of' the plebiscite in terms of. a Pres.
idenlial election for February 8th 1973, only to find 
himself quite naturally unopposed. EOKA B con tin
ued its terrorist activities lhroughou t I 97 3 concen
trati ng on bombings a·nd raids on police stations. On 
July 27th the Minister of Justice, Christos Vakis was 
kidnapped and there were over 80 bomb explosions 
throughout Cyprus o n the three following nights. 

The anti-Makarios forces were :ilso growing out
side the country. The Greek junta saw Makarios as a 
figure around which the Creek bourgeois oppositio n, 
with Karaman lis, might rally . The US saw Makarios 
as a threat because of his non-alignment with the US 
- a position which had allowed the AKEL to exist as 
the predominan t political force in Cyprus. These then 
were the forces pulling the strings the puppets on 
the end of the strings would be the C reek office rs 
heading the National Guard. 

Sensing the noose lightening around his neck , Mak
arios, supported by the AKEL, saw the solution as 
strengthening the Tactical Reserve Force and asking 
At hens to withdraw their officers by July 20t h. 
Following the publication of his open letter to the 
Greek junta on July 6th, specu lati on began as to the 
liming of the coup. l n this Jetter Makarios accused 



the Athens dict atorship of ordning till' (;rcl'k o ll iLTrs 
of the Cypriot National (;uard to rircpclrl' a co up 
against him. 

In his letter Lkmanding the withdrawal of t ill' 650 
Creek Off icers of the National (;uard he accused the 
Greek Covern11H.'nt of ltjing to introduce a d ictatorsh ip 
and of turning the National (;ua rd into an army of 
occupa ti on which was 'the mainstay and supplier o r 
the criminal FOKA l:l onwnisation' . In CreecL' til e 
knives were out for Mak~1rios. Street posters, normally 
illegal under the junta started to appear in the cent nil 
streets of Athens accusing Makarios of treason •111d be
ing a 'Power Greedy President'. The (;reek Ambassador 
in Cyprus, Lagakos , and the Natio nal Cua rd CommandL' r 
(;enera l f)henisis rlew to Crecce three days before the 
coup to start talk s with the President. Ccneral Chi1.ikt•s, 
Ceneral Bonanos. Comma nder of the armed forL"l'S and 
ot her se nior army officers. Meanwhile Mak•1ri os and 
AKFL nervously waited in Cyprus for the 650 officers 
to perform their coup. 

But the coup by itself could not solve imperialism's 
problems. The Sampson regime had no base al all to 
which it could joyo usly proclaim the advent of enos is. 
lt had howeve r the pot<.:ntia l o r uniting the two con,
munities in opposition to it. Such a situation could 
involve Greeks and Turks in an armed struggle against 
th e junta un ol'ert/y class lines. tr such <I situation 
arose the Turks co uld well extend th e fight against 
their own repressive rukrs. Tl1e invasion therefore 
was not sepa rat e from the coup it merely co11solid-
a1ed i111perialis111's initial gains . From recent revelations 
in the press a clearl'r picture is emerging as lo the way 
t:1e US ski lfu ll y 1!1anipulatnl tliL' whuk ,,·,'na rio . 

THE PRESENT SITUATION 

The inter-communal host ilities of the past, although 
clearly in the interests of US im pe riali sm, mirrored 
the attemp ts o f the (;reek and Turkish Cypriot bour
geoisies to hammer out th e ir cco 110111ic and political 
problem on th e anvil of Cyprus. These bourgeoisies 
are at present extremely weak in many respects , though 
the preconditions for their dev t:lop mcnt have been laid. 
What was and sti ll is the weakest secti on. the Turk ish 
hiilf stands to gain most in t he long term at the expense 
of the Creek half. Whether the mass organ isations of 
the working class can seize the opportunity open to 
them .(l.uring the present weakness of the capitalist class 
is the crucial question. If not, and the development 
of the Cyp riot bourgeoisies hacked by their res pec tive 
mainland bourgeoisies continues unhind ered , the mater
ial basis for the partition will be fully consolidated. 

Turkish tank co mes ashore on Cyprus beach: the Turkish in
vasion brought di5array to the · Turkish Cypriot community 
too. 

The Turkish Sector 

As a result or lhl' invasion J ur~ish financ·c' ca pit<il 
and the Cypriot rnling cli q1 1c have p•1 rtly •lchiL'VL'd 1 lll·ir 
Strategy for t'Stablishing L'llllipklL' l'COnon1ic and pui
itica[ control over thL' I urki sh L'llilllllUnity am! -HJ pc'r 
LTnl of lilt' isl•111d. With Sl'L"lll"e rrn111ins Jli"Oll'L"lc'd by 
J"urki sh trnops and the· l lnilcd :\cili<>n'. unha111pnl'd by 

L'L·onn111ic compl'tition t ill' Cl>llllllllllily is nuw <lj1L'll to 
unrc'S(ridl'LI L' .\ploit•1till!1 and l"l'Pl"L'Ssiun 

Thc'y h•1ve also fulfilled !IH'ir c·ontrihulil>n tu i111pn
ialisl strall'gy or div.iding till' i!>land •1 11d bringing it 
totally within the· l"<•ntrol or \ L \ ro L"UUnl ril''· 

Thl'sl' Lkvclup1m·11ts have· their origins 111 thL' dL'\'l'lop
menl or a St'IJ1i -•1uto11011Hlll!> Turkish •1d111 i11islr•lliu 11 
after lhl' intn-c:o11111111n•il disturhanL"L·s in I 'I~~- liH'111-
Sl'lws a product of SL'C[ar i•lll Vioklll"L' lly ( ;rL'L'~ •lllli 
Turkish right wing LHl!•lnisations . backL'd h\ I li L'ir rc
spl'ct ive a!;d indi;L'llO~IS bourgL'OiSiL'' · J"!Jl' .rL'Slili uf 
this over thl' Yl'ars has hl'l'n. ;111d partic·uL1rl) al.In th,· 
invasion. lilt' upruoting of tJwusa11LJS uf j1L'tl[lk II ho 
have hel'n for,·ed to rnovl'. kaving heh ind tlll'ir Lind, 
hu111 es and jobs. 

To the capit<ilist. the rdugc'L'S living in ,·onditillns 
of l'Xlrelllt' J'OVl'rty and health ha;ard s •ll"l' a JdrgL' \\llr k
forCl' lo bl' cxplo it l'd hy giving lhl'lll pitiful w;1gL'' allll 
threatening u nemp loy menl whe n cco nom ic Lk 1n;111ds 
are raised. 

With all th e fascist organisations ldt intact . if nut 
strt'ngthcn.cd. and a lradl' union organisa ti on 11 hich is 
subordinated totally lo till' nL'l'liS of lhe bou1·g,·oiSil' 
incapable of even w;1ging eco11u111ic strugglcs: till' con
ditions or the p,J pUJation fal"l'd with ri sing llllelllploy
menl and incr~asing ruod prices is l)lll' ur desperation. 

On the one h•111d spL'Cti!ative huardin g and •1 ralllpanl 
black !llarkl't encour•1gcd and supporlL'd by th ,· ruling 
class is enabling hu gL· spccuLlli vc profits rur the lu111pL' n 
bourgeoisie while on the othn hand tlieir inL'OlllJ1L'tL'nl'l' 
and bankrupt cy al reviving cven if not dcv l' loping th l' 
econollly ha~ ca used massive unc'mploy!llcnl. 

;\blatant example of this is till' rcn·11lly furn1l'll 
In dustrial llolding Li1nitcd. This llolding was lor111ed 
to manage t he .:i I 0 enterprises take from lhl' (;reeks 
im111ediall'ly aflcr the invasion. I Lill" or it:, I 00 111illion 
T.L. (.[3 million) capital is prmided by the Turkish 
public sector and t he other hair by !ht' rurl-.ish Cyp
riot Conso lida ted Fund. The nu!llbcr or firm s this 
llulding has been ahlc to put back into production lo 
date is only six teen. 1"11e workforce in thosL' firms co m
prises 35 watcl111ll'n, 50 !t:chnicians and ..:'IS workers: 
a total in all ur 300 workers. 

The management of this llolding has been entrusted 
to Macit l'erdi. the ex-gennal man;1gcr or the unly 
private hank in th e Turkish sector, t the Turkish Hank 
Ltd.) and plans arc lo lranskr these industrial holdi11gs 
to 'dynamic' cap ita lists al extremely low rents. The 
Minister of Planning and Co-ordinatiun who opposed 
the transfer or the llolding to privat e enterprise wa~ 
swift ly removed from his post by DckL.1sh. On the 
agricultural front, of t he 22 enterprises taken over and 
handed to the ·publicly' ow ned ·cypfruvex ' o nly eight 
have been o pened for production. 

This economic wastage is extending tile already 
massive unemployment and the condit ions of the 
working class are further aggravated by the specu lat ive 
hoarding of basic food stuffs, which results in inflated 
food prices. Recently published stat istics of food 
prices on both sides of Cyp rus by the official Turkish 
Agency (Cyprus CTAK) demonstrate large price dif
ferentials between the two sect ions of the co 111munil y: 
the Turkish side paying up lo three times more than 
their Creek counterparts. 

The lack of agricu ltural planning has krt the islands 
economy, which once enjoyed a standard of living 
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ahead of neighbourin g countries. in shan1hl <·s. Ollic ial 
L'l11ployn1ent s tati s ti L·s indil'ate t hat only one in tiHl'L' 
o r l he lllen <1nd o ne in seven of thl' WOllll'n \\ hn could 
he looking for work a1T c111ploye d. Th e rL·al fiplrL'S <1rL' 
CVL'n higher s in ce Jllan y o r those Whll haVL' bL.-l'll in OppUS
it iu n to I h L' repressive regi 111 c before and after the in 
vasion who wo uld not be giv l'n .iohs d o nut app ly to 
th e L' 111pl oy 1m·nt agL'llL·y. 

J'he ror111<1tion ol 1 Jw Turkish h :dcrat ed State or 
Cyprus and the new co nlitution is thl' atil'111pt or l hL· 
bo urgeo isie to co nsol idate th e prese nt s tall' ol affairs. 
whl'lehy ii ha s unrh<rlknged control 01· the· enrno111y 
<llld politi ca l rL· presen lation. 

lhe l .ih cr<ti grouping within the ConstilllL'nt As'>e'lll
hly whi c h opposed lhe draft constitut ion ;is prc·,e·n!L'd 
hy \k nkt as h giving hi111 L·xt raordinary powns wc·rc 
succc">slul in lihnalising the consti tu l1nn whic·h tlllw 

inc lud L'S basic de111oc rati c rights . Yl'l 11ilh ICJ'>L·ist organ
is.i ti ons at th e ir lul l streng th and in con I rol ol the· i:.
land . lhL' dc1110cratic cla uses in the constituliL>n rcprL' 
Sl· n t only p<1pL'r ri ght s. and \Vl' rL' in clu ded onlv to giw 
t he constitution a sc111hlancc o f · rcspL'Ctahi\ity'. Clearly 
t he working c la ss can not rel y cll1 this lilwr<il par\ia111cnt
arian opposition to i111pk111 L'l1l h<.1si,· dc'11HlLr<1lic· rig ht s 
whi L· h have f<H so long hccn dc·nit•d in I Ill' I ur!,ish Cti111-
111unily. 

The Situation in the Greek Sector 

\°urk L·y ;1 1 the pre-.c nt 4.'.0ntrn\s some 40 pn l°L'lll ul 
th e land wh ich co nt ains :.0 111L' [~. ~'i: ill1 on worth ul 
land and buildings a nd LI UO 111illion or lwusc· huld • 
111 0VL'ahk L'q u ip1m·nt. liIL' t.L1ily lu-.s of° pr l)dul°lion 
is t•sti111atet! dl srnm· l~ 111il lill11. I Ill' ar l'a undn I urk 
ish L'ontrol i11d11cks 7() pn ,-,·nf ul· l il l' gross output. 
,;ho 11 l 'JO per ,·c·nl tir tourist ihJIL'i acni1111 11<Hl:1t1un. X3 
pc• r LL' n t of· gt'lll'r;Ji Cdr).!tl handling. (i() tlL' I ,·L· nt o!° 
Jgr1L·1!llur<1l ,·\pLH ls L' l L°. Whal i' ldt ul till' L'Co no111y 
i-, L'\t r,·1m·l y fragn1 L' n tL·d. I arg L· lllll'111ploy111L'nl and 
rc·dun'L! d<>illl~Slic c'01bll 111pt1011 agg rd1alc till' proll[,· 111 
<rlrc·ady c·a usl'd by lht• 111<1\Sin· ini°\u\ pf 1L·rugt'L'S. Los> 
uf · (Olllislll ha \ ,:rL';1lc'd a \argL' JOSS Ui° inCO lll l' <IS we\\ 
as l.1.rgL' los'<'S in .iohs J°lh' ,ilu<rli<lfl i' si 111il:i1 Lu thL· 
I urkish sick. I hn,·h y l<i rgc l'\ll'r1L1\ ·c:1p1L1\ inwslllll' llt 
i\ 11n\ ikc• iy hl'CdllSe O!° i hL' JlU[c•n[JcJi[y \O[dliie Sitllatl On. 
I he• dir1L'r,·11c·c· IH' \\L'\CI i' tlu l <rl tlw ugh \ u1kish 

Cypriot capit<tli-,111 can wJit hoping lo conso lidate its 
gai ns and ,·ffel'l a mon· e ff icient exp loitation or the 
co n,ilkrablt' rc,nurces that have fallen into it s hands: 
thl' Crel·k Cypriot capitalist is hard pressed for tim e 
i\ prulo ngation o r the prl'se nt s itu <1tit'll o l ex lrl'l!ll' 
l'CO nOllliC weaknL'SS would pose thL' t h reat of it s CO !Tl 
pk tl' o.tinclrun. 

Cnupkd with I his c 1taslrophic L'Lonomic Wl'J knt•ss 
.ir1L1 JT iatL·d lo it is the economic i111passl' of the Creek 
( ·ypriul bourgeoisie. All of the pol ii ical solutio ns hith
nto l1il' d have failed a nd thne are no fres h ones in 
,igh l . ·1 he dictatorship was st ii.I htirn . Rule hy thl' 
parties o f tilL' right with a dl·1nocrali c 1·acaLk is o ut of 
till' qUL's l1 o n because those rarli es a1T 111 is trust l'd no t 
only hy th L' toiling massL'S and till' petty bu urgeo isi,·. 
hut a\so by C:ll lP>idcra\Jit: Sl'C tions o r lhL' lllidd \e class. 
1:i11all y Makdrio:.'s ca1Tfull political a ,·ro!JCJ ti cs suppus
l'd iy cutting aL·1oss c \aSSL'S have had th e ir ba sic co ntra
dict ions hlatant I) c·'<posnl in the last kw mon th s. The 
i\rc hhi:. lwp who was L''<pectcd un til hi s rl'lurn as the 
~il'ssia h who 11 0 11ill rcston· Cyprus lo its pre-Jul y 'g lory' 
l•y :iIL' vast 111 <iiorit y o f t ill' ( ;rl'l'k Cypriots , ha s fai lnl 
lo makl' l'Vl' n lhL· s light l's t prog rl'ss in negotiating" '<'l
til' llll'ill ''it h rurkL·y. I k ha s had to resort to a lo t 
or 1nililCJnl t<il k while al thL' sa me time tryin g lo cairn 
Lil l' incrL·asingly i111pC1ticn t "'""L'S by giv in g them pru-
111i>l's <rnd L'\hort in g 1he111 to re frai n fro111 vioie nLT. He 
h'" tkeL1re·d in his speL'C he·s that he is not prl' pJrl' d to 
aCCL'pl a ny furlll ur parlitinn o r Cyprus hut when C'lt' r
idcs llire·all'nvd l <1 resign his po,1tiun <r s ch id negotiator 

of the· CrL'l'k :.rdl' mer lht:sL' very sa11lL' ,pn·c hc, ih· i 111 -
pl <, rnl hi Ill to sL1y. l'hL' ITason' hl'hi nil Ma kario,·s rai l
u1·cs arc L'sse·ntially Lti th:i 1l 'S1 111 pcri.1iisi 11 '.v\1iL·li 1s the 
do111in ant i111p,-r1ali:,1 JH JWL'r has stoppl'd 1 rn sling in 
his <ihi\ity lo slah:Jise till' isla nd in a way ravourahle lo 
their inle re·sts. th) rhc g,·nnJi LkcJinL' Ll r this type of 
·n o n-a lignl'd. pulitic·s J'> th e• o nse·t o f th e• pr,·sc nl wo rld 
e1_·onUl1liL Cl° ls is. has i°orce d i111pcria[iSlll to takL' a S{l'rn
l'r luok al \ague ·n L' Utrali s ts'. This trend st arlt'd in the 
111id-si\l ies and has 1n eant t ha t Mabrios ha s los t 111ost 
or Iii' 11HHL' ardL'nL di p\ 0111ati c supportl'ls 111 till' T h ird 
World. t c J I ill' c losL' link , forge d \wt wee n Makarios 
and Hritish 1111ne·ri.rl1s111. 11h1ch hy now is far fro111 be
ing a rL•a\\) S( rlln).! ror,·e• ill [ il L' II or\c\. 

l hc situatJ<lll in Lhe Crc'l'k Sl'L'lor 1s sui tah k fur 
lhL' L'llll'rgL·ne·,• uf a ge·nu11lL' 1·acist lllOV L'l llL'll l based o n 
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the refugees, the unrrnployed , the impoverished petty 
bourgL'oisic and d~'Classed capitalists. LOKA co uld 
easily provide the lea ders hip for this movement t if il 
can overcome the od ium of the Sampson coup) basing 
it on the economic situation, the political impasse of 
bourgeois parties, the inability of the organised ldt to 
kad L'i'i'L'ctively and n1eaningfully lilL' masses and the 
cxistl'nCL' or a so-calkd natil>nal question. 

In the fact: ol this situation AKl·L has resorted to 
the usual b;111;tlitlL'S ;1bout LlnilL'Ll Nations resolutions. 

International Ct,rnrts, utilizing the Soviet 'factor' tin 
fact t his factor appears to have lacked conviction right 
from the beginning or the present crisis) and cal ls lo 
send Makarios to Moscow. Despite lhl· obvious snubs 
and disappointments there isn ' t t'ven a single AKJ·:L 
minister in the present Cypriot Covern1rn;nt while 
there are st ill some left l'ro 111 Sam ps o n's (;ovcrnlllL'nl 

the Communis t Party ol Cyprus is st ill se;1rching 
for impossibk bourgeois solutions. A member or the 
AKl .. L's Political Bureau, C'onstantinou, in an intn
vicw in l'aroikiaki !larnl'gi (25/6/7)) says: 'the immed 
iilte implementation of the (;overnment\ l'JllL'rgcncy 
cc1Jnomic plan for the reconstruction and revitalisa
tiol'I of the Cypriot economy is the main pillar of our 
rcopk 's struggk. ' 

Unfortunately this is not the kind of material out 
of which real solutions for the Cypriot masses arc made. 

THE WAY FORWARD 

After years of so-called I tllil'pL'ndenc:c. I rnpnialism 
iil1.111111inatcs Cyprus more strongly than ever bdore. A 
uniu.·d o ffensive by th e whole community is less lik ely 
1u1w than ever before. 

I tHper iali sm has used ethnic devisions to separate 
tke ,..eopk , it now uses it to keep them apart. The real 
wi1<1ss iss ues have been obscured. The hlame for this 
falls Siill«rc~ly on the sho11ldns of the AKl·:L leadcr
shir. who have subjugated the historic needs of th e 
Turkish and Creek workers to the immediate needs of 
t·kc Sovkl bun;auerats. 

'llMicr politics of defeat are not t ile politics or the 
kil..i.k-rs c~r the Kussian revolution. 1:ven after thL' coup 
;.t;t1J lhe war, they cannot break from their political 
past, SL' .t;;.king solutions through Makarios. thl' llnited 
Nat ions and the CrL'eK Cy priot bourgeoisie. As in the 
anli-coloni•I struggle against the British, th e AKJ'L 
fll!ijc·d in tkt' task and allowed the movement to be led 
fl')' the' l'ascist Crivas who realisl' d that the struggle 
ttll1 st be ;,in armed onL'. 

The Cyprus problc111 canno t be solved within the 
cQnfinL'S of ca pitalis111 , that is under the social and 
economic conditions which necessar ily set one com
ll1Lln1ty against thl' Pl!1L'r. Only through thL' defeat of 
the cari ta list class and the creation of a democratic 
workers state laying the basis for a socialist planned 
~rtno rny, in which th e fruits of labour would bl' used 
ftrr the benefit of all, is there any hope for an end lo 
the historic subjugation of' th e Cypriot pt'ople . A rev
olutionary leadership must be built for ti1is enormous 
Wk. This will not come from the leaders of AKI-:L 
·~ttl J'rom tl10s~ revolutionary socialists who can fight 
for a 110Iitical programme whit:l1 forms abridge between 
the Jlf>CSenl situation and the socialist revolution. Such 
a t•1sk is out of the question for the AKEL who follow 
l\l~ly the c~pitalist task of today and talk <:1.bout the 
s~ialism 11f tomorrow. 

Kcvolutimrnry Socialists must fight for: 

ta) All fereign troops and bases out of Cyprus. 
Foreian troops and bases have only been in Cyprus 

to imrose imperial ism's will on the island. and in the 
n~hbouri•g areas. The United Nations troops have 
o.;~mplt'tit'ly failed in their tasks of keeping the peace 

and have used technicalities to avoid ge ttin g involve~ 
in the prt'Vl'ntion of the coup and to withdraw to an 
incon spicuous b ackground when the 'J urk1st1 tanks ad-

vanced. Their only really effective role was th e artificial 
reinforcemt·nt and consolidation of the divisions fli' thl:' 
two ethnic L'ommunities. While the United i\ations is 
not wi.ll.ing to m;!lch the words of it s reso lu tions with 
action, oniy those who with to create illu sions in out
si d e t'nrCL'S can pretend that the United Nations at-.: 
play in g a progressive; role. 

(b) Struggle for democratic rights in the Turkish section 
Basic democratic rights of free speech. fre edo m or the· 

press, and freedom to organise have been denied to the 
Turkish wor kers and pl'asaPts by the rep ressive regime 
led by lknkta sh The s truggil' for llwsc 1·ight s will rl'
quire the unit ed action o f workns aga in st fasc is t organ
isations. the TMT. the c·apitalist ruling c la ss. and for 
thl' rL'lllOV<il o r foreign troops. J'l1e socialist parties of 
Turkey lllUSt give full support to tlicsl' struggles and 
for the building of revo lutionary wslrkers organ~sa-

tions in Cyprus. 

(c) The building of workers' trade unions for the Turkish. 
Turkish workers have had enforced on thelll the 

bosses uniuns cn·ated through Turkt'Y by tile· A r:I _' 
(A lllerican 1-'L·deration o r Labour). with the financial 
help or the CIA. The right to relllOVt' the L'lass C

0

0llab
oratin nist se rvants of the capitalist class from the lead
ership oft ht' only lega l Turkish trade union. and forming 
links with the Kc'v"lutionary Trade l! ni o n Confedera
tion in Turkey are nen'ssa ry to be abk to go one step 
rurth cr ;1nd link wi th the class brothers on the other 
side of the artificial boundaries raised by illlperi,tiism. 

(d) For the right to work. No responsibility for the 
crisis of capitalism. For a sliding scale of wages , and 
hours. 

Th e ruling cla ss is atlelllpting lo 1nake the working class 
pay for the econo111ic cr isi s in tht' island. i\ KU_ is go-
ing along with these plans of an incomes poli cy. It is 
essen ti;il that the working class and peasantry assert 
that they arl' not rt'sponsihk for the crisis of capitalism 
and rej ec t that c lass collaborationist line o r the AKLL. 
Demands suc h as for the right to work for all. for a 
national minimum wage and for automatic co!llpensa-
tion for inflation are dt:mandS Which ror!ll lhL' hones or 
a working class response to the econo mic crisis that L·ap
italis111 faces. 

(e) Direct action by the refugees to achieve their fun
damental rights. 

Tens of thousands of refugees are at the moment 
denied even the most basic material bent'fits cg. housing 
meals. clothing etc. It is esst'ntial that so me of lht'se 
problems are overcome which will begin to co!llbat 
their demoralisation . It is a matler of farcical hyp
ocrisy that the plight of the refugees if used by the 
bourgeoisie with such cynicislll as a mere tool on the 
negotiating table and for propar,anda consumption. 

The refugees need and should demand an emergency 
house building programme and a minimum wage for all. 
ln the meantime they should occupy empty propnliL'S 
and take over land for their own use independently 
and not as caretakers of the bourgeoisie. They should 
form links with the trade unions so that it will not lw 
possible for tht: capitalist classi:s to play thrn1 oil 
against the rest of the com munity . 
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(f) The landless peasantry to take over the land. 
The leaders hi p of the an ti-colonial move ment could 

not achieve the basic tasks of t he bourgeois revolution. 
In an und erdeveloped country lik e Cy prus these could 
on ly be ach ieved through breaking co mpletely with 
impe rialism and hence capita lism, ie. the socialist rev
olu tion. The AKEL could not lead this, nor did it 
fi ght for this in a seri ous manner duri ng indepe ndence. 
The peasants must se ize and reorganise the la nd they 
work on themselves. This involves a direct chall enge to 
the Chu rch , tile largest landowner and wealthiest cap
ita list institut ion in Cyprus. The hold of the Church 
has to be broken if the workers and peasants are to 
deter min e their own destinies. 

Cy prus today is perhaps the only country in the 
whole area that has had no agrarian reform however 
ineffective o r half hearted. This situation becomes 
entirely unacceptable if one considers that Cyprus is 
a lso perhaps th e co untry that, relative to its population 
has got the larges t and most developed workers' organ
isa ti o ns in the area. 

(g) The independent armed self defence of the workers 
and peasants against fascism and imperialism. 

It .is beco ming clear to the toiling masses o f Cyprus 
that capitalist ar mies, police, special police etc. have not 
on ly failed t.o defe nd them against fas cism and imperial
ism, but have acted in collaboration with them. 

This is hardly surprising as the p rime aim of both 
bourgeois armies and police is to defend bourgeois o rd
er and bourgeo is interests which by their nature often 
coi ncide with imperialist order and imperialist inter
ests. Neve r again must Cypriot workers be left defence
less in the fac e of fasc ist repression and ki llin gs; and 
then dragged out of jails to he sent virtually unarmed 
to become cannon fodder for imperialist armies. The 
su mmer of I 97 4 is an unforgettable experience for 
Cypriot progressives. 

The idea of independent armed militias of workers 
an d peasants in the Creek sec tion is not a pipe dream. 
The gun has been acceptable and a well circulated cur
rency among Creek Cyp riots for at least twenty-five 
yea rs. It is on ly AKEL that has been slow in realising 
that , and in the face of all rea lit y has pursued a ' res
pectable and democratic ' path , while activating illusions 
about Soviet willin gness to intervene and 'save' Cyprus. 

The armed self-d efence of workers and peasants is 
t he only way to break the vicious circle of fata lism and 
demoralisation of the toiling masses and build their 
confid ence so that they ca n start a struggle against 
indigenous reactionary violence and ultimately confront 
imperialism. The crisis of the bourgeoisie in the Greek 
sec tion, its weakness and disarray, make the realisation of 
this de mand the re both possible and imperative. The 
situation in the T urkish sector is much more difficult 
due to the overwhelming presence of 40,000 T urkish 
mainland troops (the Turkish Cypriot pop ulation is 
o nly 120,000) , the highly organ ised and institution
alised fascist terror and the num erical and organisation-
al weakness of Turkish Cypriot socialists. 

But as was the case in the mutual oppositio n to the 
Sampson co up , the effect of an ant i-fascist, anti-imper
ialist st ru ggle in the Greek sector will give a lead and 
confiden ce to the Turk ish socialists. We rej ect uto pian 
sc hemes whereby the two communities must unite 
first before fighting. These slogans come from the apol
ogists wh o will not undertake the anti-imperialist strug
gi~ . We believe unity will come through the struggle if 
it is posed in class terms. 
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(h) For a United Socialist State of Cyprus . 
As the eve nts over the last year have shown, reliance 

on the UN or the British troops to bring about a united 
democratic Cyprus leads th e working class to demoral
isat ion and prevents the self-organisation of the class to 
fight for its own destiny. AKEL has been to a great 
extent responsib le for creating such illu sions in the 
working class and peasa ntry through th e conception of 
the stages theory of the socialist revolution. Real inde
pendence and democ-racy can only be achieve d through 
the struggle for socialism there is no bourgeois dem-
ocratic stage for a back ward country like Cy prus within 
the world imperialist system. 

A United Social ist Cyprus can only be achieved 
through a struggle waged by the working class and 
peasantry the leadership of which will put the interests 
of the working class above those of the bourgeo isie and 
who not simply in words , but in action, fight for the 
defence of working class living standards and organisat io:is. 
This docs mean that this new leaders hip will have to decis
ively break with the past practices of the AKEL, who 
have put the interests of the bureaucracy in the USSR 
above those of the working class in Cyprus. This invol
ves the building of a revolutionary party in Cy prus 
which in its programme will have to have the above de
mands . 

(i) Build an international solidarity campaign with 
the struggle of Cypriot workers. 

Over I 20, 000 Cypriots live in London alone. They 
form some l 5 per cent of Cyprus's population. A so l
idarity campaign based on a revolutionary progra mrne 
must be taken up in all countries. Cyprus is on ly a 
small island and its working class forms only a small 
part of the world proletariat. However, it has go ne 
through a harsh exper ience and is having to wage a 
struggle aga ins t immense odds. However, it has gone 
of th e Ind ochinese workers and peasants has shown 
that in our era, and given fierce determination, the 
odds do not count. 

The victory of the Indochinese revolution has shown that 
imperialism, no matter how powerful, can be defeated. 
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