
"I've got $4 in my pocket and $14 
in the bank. That's all I have, but 
we have to fight this now. If we 
wait until December, there be noth­
ing left of us or the union. With­
out that hospital card I ain't going 
down in that mountain."

These are the words of a coal­
miner recently in Beckley, West 
Virginia. Coalminers are wildcatt- 
ing wave upon wave in the mines of 
West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ken­
tucky, Ohio. Nearly 35,900 are out 
now. Continuing the 10-week old 
strike, roving pickets are shutting 
down mine after mine over cuts in 
the health benefits.

The conditions in the mines have 
deteriorated dangerously in the past 
year. Mine safety is the No. 1 is­
sue to miners. Safety procedures 
and guidelines are disregarded by 
the company as they push for more 
profits.

For miners, safety is an every 
minute life and death issue. The 
number of days the miners have been 
out this year is up 93%, and the 
coal profits are still at record 
levels.

MINERS IN FRONT RANKS OF II. S.
wcrkeks*" 'Sfracnra-------

Miners ya m  t h e  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  M in e  W o r k e r s  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  

W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  t e l l  t h e  h a c k s  l i k e  M i l l e r  w h a t  t o  d o  w i t h  h is ,  s t r i k e - b r e a k i n g

" b a c k - t o - w o r k "  o r d e r .

The militancy of the miners is

increasing. The possibility exists 
for a long, hard strike after the 
current contract expires on December 
6. Miners are clearly in the fore­
front of the workers' struggle in
the II.S. Like the U.S. working
class as a whole, their struggle has
mainly been on the economic front,
like for health benefits now.

But their fight is increasingly 
political. They have taken on the 
government directly, wildcatting 
against injunctions thrown out left 
and right by the capitalist courts 
because of the no-strike clause in 

^the contract. The miners feel they' 
re fighting the whole capitalist 
class. They're right, and they'll 
beat them too. The courts aren't 
giving out injunctions against the 
miners now, but it's not because the 
coal operators aren't asking for them.

WhiDping fear into the monopoly 
capitalist class, the struggles of 
the miners inspire workers across 
the country in every industry. Their 
rock-hard rank-and-file solidarity 
in struggle, their fierce fight to 
build and protect the I M V  shines 
clear as day. In struggles like 
Steams, miners are keeping the 
scabs out and the company goons in 

their place with hot lead. Willing 
to live on combread rather than 
knuckle under to the capitalists, 
willing to die fighting to the ,end 
for their just demands, the miners 

Continued on p .12

SON OF SA M  -  SO N
OF CAPITALISM

All around the cities is evi­
dence of capitalism's decay -- 
the abandoned buildings, the gar­
bage in the streets, the porno­
graphy in the stores -- and the 
walking wounded. Capitalism 
creates the "bag ladies" who mum­
ble on the park benches, the pan­
handlers who live inside cheap 
wine bottles, and youth who must 
live from needle to needle. Then 
there are those like "Son of Sam," 
who take their private "worlds" 
into the streets and destroy the 
sons and daughters of the labor­
ing masses.

Try as they might, thev capitalist 
press cannot pin the blame on the 
"other" world, whether it be in­
sanity or LSD, when the roots are 
in the "real world" of decaying 
capitalist society. They must 
attempt to divert the genuine ha­
tred of the working class toward 
those like "Son of Sam" by por­
traying him as an isolated case.
To protect themselves, the capi­

talists must place him outside the 
context of the society from which 
he crawls.

What kind of society gives rise 
to those like "Son of Sam"? It is 
the kind of society which starves 
people and dumps food; which has 
hotels for dogs and no homes for 
workers; which uses and discards 
the elderly as it kills the youth.
It is a society in which many 
individuals are forced to fend for 
themselves against the daily op­
pression of capitalism. It is no 
wonder that there are many like 
"Son of Sam" -- lonely and frus­
trated, like time bombs ready to 
go off.

But the ruling class goes be­
yond merely diverting attention from 
the real causes of those like "Son 
of Sam." The "Son of Sam" case 
is another example of how the 
bourgeoisie inevitably turns and 
twists spontaneous sentiment and 
events to serve their own ends.- 

Just as in the winter of '76

7NSIDE\

when the cold weather was the per­
fect. opportunity to jack up fuel 

prices sky-high, the ruling class 
is attempting to use its own deformet 
offspring, like "Son of Sam" to 
further their designs for fascism. 
They are using the "Son of Sam" 
case to cover for their own crimes.

Continued on P. 7.
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C A R O L IN A  S P R IN G S  

W O R K E R S  S T R IK E  A G A IN S T  

3 0 %  W A G E  S L A S H

125 w o rk e rs  a t  C a r o l in a  
S p r in g s  Co. i n  H igh  P o i n t ,  N o rth  
C a r o l in a  a r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e i r  
2 4 th  w eek in  a s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  
an  a t te m p t  by th e  com pany to  
c u t  w ages by 30%! W orkers a t  
C a r o l in a  S p r in g s ,  th ro u g h  
s t r u g g l e ,  had  won w ages o f  $5 
an  h o u r a v e r a g e ,  w ages t h a t  
a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  f o r  th e  
B la c k  B e l t  S o u th , *

T h is  a t t a c k  by th e  company 
i s  p a r t  o f  th e  s te p p e d - u p  a t ­
t a c k s  on o u r c l a s s  by th e  c a p i ­
t a l i s t s  a ro u n d  th e  c o u n t r y .  
M o re o v e r, i t  r e p r e s e n t s  an  a t ­
te m p t by th e  f u r n i t u r e  c a p i t a l ­
i s t s  to  sm ash t h i s  s m a ll  exam ­
p le  o f  th e  o r g a n iz e d  pow ers  o f  
w o rk e rs  r i g h t  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  
t h i s  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  u n o rg a n iz e d  
i n d u s t r y .

The C a r o l in a  S p r in g s  w o rk e rs  * 
n o t  o n ly  a im ed  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  
a t  t h i s  b l a t a n t  a t t a c k  by th e  
com pany, b u t  a l s o  fo u g h t  f o r  
u n io n  d e m o c ra c y . The m is le a d -  
e r s  from  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
u n io n  t r i e d  to  g e t  th e  N e g o t ia ­
t i n g  C om m ittee to  s e l l  o u t  th e  
s t r u g g l e .  They t r i e d  to  g e t  
th e  N e g o t ia t in g  C om m ittee to  
"co m p ro m ise"  by a c c e p t in g  th e  
c o m p an y 's  o f f e r  to  " g iv e "  th e

s t r i k i n g  w o rk e rs  t h e i r  jo b s  
b ack  and o f f e r i n g  n o t  to  c u t  
th e  w ages o f  25 w o rk e rs  who 

, have  b e e n  s c a b b in g  d u r in g  th e  
s t r i k e !

When th e  l o c a l  p r e s i d e n t  
b u cked  t h i s  s e l l o u t ,  th e  m is -  
l e a d e r s  p ro c e e d e d  to  wage a 
s l a n d e r  cam paign  a g a i n s t  h im , 
ta k e  him  o u t  o f  o f f i c e  by d e ­
c r e e  from  up to p ,  and  p u sh  
th ro u g h  th e  s e l l o u t .  The w o rk ­
e r s  d e f e a t e d  t h i s  m aneuver by 
s t a n d in g  w i th  t h e i r  l o c a l  p r e ­
s i d e n t  and  f o r c in g  th e  m is le a d -  
e r s  to  go a lo n g  w i th  th e  c o n t i ­
nued  s t r i k e .

The m i s l e a d e r s ,  now t r y i n g  
to  p o se  as  i f  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
th e  s t r i k e  h a s  b een  c o n s i s t e n t ,  
c a l l e d  a r a l l y  to  b u i ld  s u p p o r t  
f o r  th e  s t r u g g l e .  At t h i s  
r a l l y ,  th e  l o c a l  p r e s i d e n t  gave 
an a n g ry  s p e e c h  w here  he e x ­
p o se d  th e  m i s l e a d e r s ' m a n e u v e rs . 
He s a i d ,  " I  b e l i e v e  in  u n io n is m , 
b u t  n o t  t h i s . "  A f t e r  l a y in g  
o u t  h i s  d e t e r m in a t io n  and t h a t  
o f  th e  o t h e r  w o rk e rs  to  s t r u g ­
g le  f o r  u n io n  d e m o c ra c y , he f i ­
n is h e d  by s a y in g ,  " I  b e l i e v e  
we can  w in , and we w i l l  s t a y  
and f i g h t  t i l l  we d o ." M

A f r o - A m e r ic a n s  F ig h t  R a c is t

T e x a s  F r a m e -u p
h is  j a i l e r s  made them h a te  him. 
w hile in  p riso n  in  E l l i s  County, he 
was the  ta rg e t  o f  constan t h a rra ss-

O liver Lee Davis, 19, i s  p re se n tly  
serving a hideous 99-year l i f e  sen­
tence in  a Texas p riso n  - -  C offield  
U nit. Davis, an Afro-American youth 
was charged and convicted in  1975 fo r 
two crimes he d id  no t commit.

Davis received a ten  year probated 
sentence fo r  a  robbery case , even 
though the o ther two young men in ­
volved and the s to re  owner sa id  he 
was not involved.

On August 23, 1974, Davis, a r e ­
cen t graduate and s t a r  bask e tb a ll 
n lay er was looking fo r  a fellow  Sky­
lin e  High School teammate who had 
been absent from th e i r  D allas school. 
O liver Davis got a r id e  w ith  two 
o ther young Afro-Americans. One o f 
them knew Davis and owed him some 
money. He to ld  Davis he would nay 
him and then drop him a t  h is  d e s t i ­
na tio n  i f  Davis would r id e  w ith them 
to  a nearby town.

Unknown to  Davis beforehand, the 
p a ir  intended to  rob a s to re  in  Waxa- 
h a tch ie , Texas. A fter the  a ttem pt, 
Davis, scared  fo r  h is  l i f e ,  got back 
in  the ca r . The cons a rre s te d  a l l  
o f them.

At the end o f  the  robbery t r i a l ,  
as Davis was leav ing  the  court room, 
Texas D is tr ic t  Judge M ilton H artf ie ld  
ca lled  him back saying, "We've got 
something e lse  fo r  you." th e  a l l -  
white ju ry  gave Davis a l i f e  sentence 
■for "sodomy and aggravated sexual 
abuse" o f two w hite p riso n ers  in  the 
pl l i s  County j a i l .

An outpouring o f  outrage in  the 
Afro-American community over th is  
r a c is t  in ju s t ic e  has re su lte d  in  a 
number o f demonstrations and r a l l i e s ,  
both in  Waxahatchie and in  D allas, 
demanding Davis' freedom. E a r lie r  
in  June, Davis was granted an appeal 
and i s  aw aiting the new t r i a l  da te .

In s p ite  o f the  fa c t  th a t  one o f 
the w hite inmates and the o th er two 
Afro-Americans charged adm itted and 
t e s t i f i e d  th a t  Davis was no t involv ­
ed in  the  sexual a tta c k , th is  work­
ing c la s s  Afro-American youth was 
ra ilro ad ed  to  p riso n .

He has continuously maintained 
h is  innocence. And h is  stand o f r e ­
s is t in g  the b r u ta l i ty  and racism  o f

ment. Davis, who has an asthma con­
d itio n  was given p i l l s  th a t  were not 
only not su ite d  fo r  the  treatm ent o f 
asthma, bu t could have caused h is  
death. Other p i l l s  were found h id ­
den in  h is  food.

O liver Davis i s  a v ic tim  o f the 
South 's Jim Crowism (e sp ec ia lly  in  
e a s t Texas). This i s  a b la ta n t  exam­
p le  o f  how the monopoly c a p i ta l i s t  
system does not and w ill  not grant 
ju s t ic e  to  working c la s s  and oppress­
ed m inority  people.

Under the  c a p i ta l i s t  system, the 
s ta te  serves and g ran ts " ju s t ic e "  and 
"democracy" only to  the r ic h  ru lin g  
c la s s  th a t  co n tro ls  i t .  For example: 
P a tty  H earst (h e iress  to  the  fortune 
o f P u b lish e r-m illio n a ire  William 
H earst) convicted fo r  armed robbery 
was sentenced to  a vacation  in  the 
confines o f  her f a th e r 's  luxurious 
e s ta te . The Watergate burg lary  and 
cover-up crim inals received minimal 
sentences. John M itchell and Halde- 
man were(sentenced the  minimum o f 
2% years to  a minimum-security coun­
t r y  club w ith s in g le  dorm itory rooms. 
Out o f  the 25 persons sen t to  j a i l  
and la te r  got o f f ,  only th ree  a re  in  
j a i l  now. And everybody knows 
Richard Nixon, arch crim inal respon­
s ib le  fo r  o rdering the deaths o f m il­
lio n s  o f men, women and ch ild ren  in  
Indochina, not only was pardoned but 
got paid  fo r  i t .

Yet, in  o risons where working 
c la ss  and oppressed m inority  people 
a re  locked up, conditions a re  b ru ta l 
and degrading, and the only "privacy" 
i s  s o l i ta ry  confinement.

The ra ilro a d in g  o f  O liver Davis 
is  a c la s s ic  example o f who the s ta te  
--  the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f  the bourgeoi­
s ie  - -  serves. The revo lu tionary  
s trugg les  ag a in st oppression and fo r 
se lf-d e te rm in a tio n  by the  Afro-Ameri­
can n a tion  in  the  Black B elt South 
is  linked  to  the  U.S. working c la ss  . 
s tru g g le s . The fusion  o f these  s tru g ­
g les in  the  f ig h t  fo r  socia lism  w ill  
break the chains o f wage slavery  and 
n a tio n a l oppression by smashing U.S. 
monopoly cap ita lism  and bringing 
about the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f  the  p ro le ­
t a r i a t  and socialism . H

Breaking the  

C hains!
INDIANA

Over 1 3 ,0 0 0  a u to  w o rk e rs  a t  
th e  D elco-R em y P la n t  o f  G e n e ra l 
M o to rs  have j u s t  en d ed  a 2-w eek 
s t r i k e .  The mem bers o f  L o ca l 
662 o f  th e  U n ite d  A uto W orkers 
w a lk e d  o u t o v e r  th e  s p e e d u p s ,  
jo b  a s s ig n m e n ts ,  and  th e  g e n e r ­
a l l y  o p p r e s s iv e  w o rk in g  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  a t  th e  A n d e rso n , I n d ia n a ,  
p l a n t .

D elco-R em y i s  th e  s o l e  s u p ­
p l i e r  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  co m p o n e n ts , 
in c lu d in g  s t a r t e r s  and i g n i t i o n s ,  
f o r  G e n e ra l M o to rs . The w a lk o u t 
f o r c e d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p l a n t s  to  a 
s t a n d s t i l l  and 1 3 ,6 0 0  gS  w o rk e rs  
w ere  l a i d  o f f  a s  s u p p l i e s  o f  
p a r t s  becam e s h o r t . .

A r a t i f i c a t i o n  v o te  o v e r  th e  
te rm s  o f  a new t h r e e - y e a r  c o n ­
t r a c t  f o r  th e  D elco-R em y d i v i ­
s io n  w h ich  h a s  been  o f f e r e d  h as  
n o t  b e e n  s e t .

GEORGIA

Once a g a in  show ing  how b o u r ­
g e o is  " j u s t i c e "  s e r v e s  o n ly  th e  
r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  how 
d e e p ly  n a t i o n a l  o p p r e s s io n  ru n s  
in  th e  B la c k  B e l t  S o u th , th e  
ju d g e  i n  th e  "Dawson F iv e "  c a s e  
r u l e d  on A u g u st 16 t h a t  t h e r e  
was no e v id e n c e  to  p ro v e  p o l i c e  
" m is c o n d u c t"  in  th e - ^ ta n d l in g  o f  
th e  c a s e .

To b r i e f l y  re v ie w  th e  c a s e ,  
f i v e  young A fro -A m e ric a n s  a r e  on 
t r i a l  f o r  f i r s t - d e g r e e  m u rd er 
and  arm ed r o b b e r y  in  c o n n e c t io n  
w i th  th e  h o ld u p  o f  a T e r r e l l  
C ounty  g r o c e r y  s t o r e .  The p r o ­
s e c u t io n  i s  r e l y i n g  on a l l e g e d  
" c o n f e s s io n s "  o f  f o u r  o f  th e  
young men. The d e f e n s e  h a s  r e ­
j e c t e d  th o s e  " c o n f e s s io n s "  on 
th e  b a s i s  t h a t  th e  f i v e  w ere 
t h r e a t e n e d  w i th  c a s t r a t i o n  and 
e l e c t r o c u t i o n  u n le s s  th e y  " c o n ­
f e s s e d "  to  th e  m u rd e r . In  f a c t ,  
a fo rm e r  Dawson p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  
h as  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a s h e r r i f ' s  
d e p u ty  p u t  a c o c k e d  p i s t o l  to  
th e  h ead  o f  one d e f e n d a n t  and 
t o l d  th e  " n ig g e r "  to  r e v e a l  th e  
w h e re a b o u ts  o f  th e  m u rd er w ea­
p o n . D e s p i te  c l e a r  e v id e n c e  
p o i n t i n g  to  th e  b r u t a l  m anner 
in  w h ich  th e  s o - c a l l e d  " c o n f e s ­
s io n s "  w ere  f o r c e d  o u t ,  th e  ju d g e  
in  th e  c a s e  h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  th e r e  
was no p o l i c e  m is c o n d u c t i n  th e  
c a s e .

Dawson, G e o rg ia , w h ich  i s  
a b o u t  20 m ile s  from  P l a i n s ,  th e  
home o f  Jimmy C a r t e r ,  and  w hich  
h as  a p o p u la t i o n  o f  a b o u t 70%

A fro -A m e r ic a n s , and T e r r e l l  
C ounty  a s  a w h o le , have  had  a 
h i s t o r y  o f  b r u t a l  n a t i o n a l  o p ­
p r e s s i o n .  In  th e  1 9 6 0 's ,  i t  was 
known a s  " t e r r i b l e  T e r r e l l " :  i t  
was th e  s c e n e  o f  th e  b u rn in g  o f  
3 A fro -A m e ric a n  c h u rc h e s  d u r in g  
th e  6 0 's  C iv i l  R ig h ts  s t r u g g l e ,  
and h as  lo n g  h ad  a r e p u t a t i o n  
f o r  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y  a g a i n s t  
A f ro -A m e r ic a n s .

The p r e s e n t  m ayor o f  th e  tow n , 
a w e a l th y  la n d o w n e r named Jam es 
R a in e s ,  h a s  been  known to  go to  
th e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  and  demand a 
m ach in eg u n  to  " s h o o t  some n i g ­
g e r s . "  In  f a c t ,  so  b l a t a n t  i s  
th e  a t te m p t  by th e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  
to  i n t i m i d a t e  A fro -A m e ric a n s  in  
T e r r e l l  C ounty  t h a t  in  th e  Daw­
son  F iv e  c a s e ,  one d e f e n d a n t  was 
n o t  ev en  i d e n t i f i e d  u n t i l  2 days 
a f t e r  th e  ro b b e r y  and k i l l i n g .  
What i s  so i n c r e d i b l e  a b o u t  t h i s  
i s  t h a t  th e  d e f e n d a n t  f i n a l l y  
nam ed, R o o s e v e l t  W atson , was w e ll  
known to  th e  s t o r e  o w n er, L inw ard

D en to n . W atson h ad  h ad  a c h a rg e  
a c c o u n t  a t  th e  s t o r e  and h ad  ev en  
been  g iv e n  a g i f t  by D enton  l e s s  
th a n  a m onth b e f o r e  th e  s h o o t in g .  
And y e t  D enton  to o k  o v e r  2 days 
to  " i d e n t i f y "  h im .

I t  i s  c l e a r  from  th e  r e c e n t  
e v e n ts  o f  th e  Dawson F iv e  c a s e  
t h a t  b o u rg e o is  ' j u s t i c e "  i s  once 
a g a in  r e v e a l e d  to  mean " j u s t  us 
b o u r g e o i s i e ."
NEW YORK

As p a r t  o f  th e  in c r e a s e d  r e ­
p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  P u e r to  R ican  i n ­
d e p e n d e n c e  s t r u g g l e ,  a F e d e r a l  
ju d g e ,  R ic h a rd  Owen, s e n t  3 
b r o t h e r s  to  j a i l  f o r  r e f u s i n g  to  
t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a  g ra n d  ju r y  
a b o u t  t h e i r  a l l e g e d  "FALN a c ­
t i v i t i e s . "  The b r o t h e r s ,  J u l i o  
R osado , a  w arehousem an ; L u is ,  a 
p o r t e r ;  and A n d re s , a f a m ily  
c o u n s e lo r  f o r  a p o v e r ty  p ro g ra m , 
r e f u s e d  to  com ply w i th  th e  j u d g e 's  
o r d e r  to  p r o v id e  palm  p r i n t s  and 
h a n d w r i t in g  s a m p le s .

Two o f  th e  b r o t h e r s  have  been  
c o n n e c te d  w i th  th e  N a t io n a l  Com­
m is s io n  on H is p a n ic  A f f a i r s  o f  
th e  E p is c o p a l  C h u rch . T h ree  
o t h e r s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  th e  H is ­
p a n ic  A f f a i r s  C om m ission have 
a l r e a d y  b een  s e n t  to  j a i l  a l s o  
f o r  " c o n te m p t o f  c o u r t . "  The 
r e f u s a l  to  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  th e  
g ra n d  j u r y  i s  an e x p r e s s io n  o f  
s o l i d a r i t y  w i th  th e  P u e r to  R i ­
c a n  in d e p e n d e n c e  s t r u g g l e .
T hese  l a t e s t  j a i l i n g s  come on 
th e  h e e l s  o f  th e  a r r e s t  o f  2 
o th e r  P u e r to  R ic a n s  who have: 
been  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th . , th e  in d e ­
p en d e n c e  s t r u g g l e  and  th e  s t r u g ­
g le  to  f r e e  th e  F iv e  N a t io n a ­
l i s t s ,  h e r o e s  o f  th e  in d e p e n ­
d en ce  s t r u g g l e  s t i l l  im p r is o n e d  
in  th e  U .S .

HOUSTON

F o llo w in g  a num ber o f  p o l i c e  
k i l l i n g s  h e re  o v e r  th e  p a s t  
y e a r ,  th e  h a n d c u f fe d  body o f  
Jo e  Campos T o r re s  was found  
f l o a t i n g  in  B u f f a lo  Bayou in  
downtown H o u sto n  on May 8.
T h is  m u rd er to o k  p la c e  on May 
6 f o l lo w in g  th e  a r r e s t  o f  
T o rre s  a t  a b a r  by H ouston  p o ­
l i c e  .

The f a c t s  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  
d e a th  o f  Jo e  T o r re s  by H ouston  
p o l i c e  w ere  o n ly  b e g in n in g  to  
come o t t  when S t a t e  d i s t r i c k  
ju d g e  A l le n  S t i l l e y  a d v is e d  
th e  p o l i c e  n o t  to  d i s c u s s  th e  
m u rd er any f u r t h e r .

T h is  "d ro w n in g ” and  th e  u n ­
o f f i c i a l  "g a g  o r d e r "  was th e  
s p a r k  f o r  th e  u n le a s h in g  o f  
th e  tre m e n d o u s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
i n d ig n a t io n  o f  th e  C h icano  p e o ­
p l e .  T a k in g  to  th e  s t r e e t s  to  
d e m o n s tr a te  a g a i n s t  th e  c o v e r -  
up and th e  n a t i o n a l  o p p r e s s io n  
o f  C h ican o  p e o p le ,  A fro -A m e ri­
c a n s ,  and th e  "w ar a g a i n s t  th e  
p o o r " ,  th e  C h ican o  p e o p le  a re  
f o c u s in g  e v e r y o n e 's  a t t e n t i o n  
h e re  on th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  o r ­
g a n iz e d  r e s i s t a n c e .  A num ber 
o f  d e m o n s t r a t io n s ,  p r o t e s t  
r a l l i e s ,  and m e e tin g s  have 
b een  h e ld  in v o lv in g  from  40- 
p e o p le  to  sx p o se  t h i s  b r u t a l  
k i l l i n g  and  l i n k  i t  up w ith  th e  
many o t h e r s  t h a t  hav e  h appened  
o v e r  th e  p a s t  y e a r .

A d e m o n s tr a t io n  i s  p la n n e d  
f o r  A ugust 13 in  H o u sto n  to  
t a k e  fo rw a rd  th e  w ork o f  r a i s ­
in g  t h i s  m u rd er a s  an  i s s u e  
t h a t  c o n c e rn s  a l l  o p p r e s s e d  n a ­
t i o n a l i t i e s ,  n a t i o n a l  m in o r i ­
t i e s  and th e  w o rk in g  c l a s s . ®

J
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BROAD H O R IZ O N S -B L IT Z  CAMPAIGNS-. 

TH E TR A D E UNIO N ED U C A TIO N  LEAGUE
The proletariat need3 a firm grasp 

cf the revolutionary theory of Marx­
ism-Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung Thought 
and a deep sense of our own history 
to make revolution. This is especi­
ally true for the U.S. multinational 
working class because the U.S. 
monopoly capitalists have suppressed 
our heroic history for so long to 
suffocate our revolutionary will.

To beat back this trend and 
establish a strong tradition, we 
are starting a regular column on 
labor history. The first article 
focuses on the methods of organi­
zing of the Trade Union Education 
League (TUEL) members, using their 
two early campaigns in the packing­
house and steel industries as 
examples.

Our main emphasis in the trade un­
ion work at this point must be to 
build deep and strong rank and file 
caucuses to build up and take back 
fte unions. We must have broad and 
sweeping campaigns, but they can 
only yield fruit when built on 
good and solid rank and file base- 
work. Building up rank and file 
caucuses through taking the lead 
in immediate struggles, and rallying 
the advanced and activists is the 

main way to push our trade union 
work ahead. Only through build­
ing up the rank and file caucuses 
inside the unions, and twinning the 
advanced and active, militant 
workers, can an organization such 
as the TUEL be built. And in turn 
it will serve to further deepen and 
broaden communist work in the trade 
union and working class movement.

But there are many other lessons 
cndaspects of the TUEL as well as 
other parts of labor history which 
we will go into in the future 
columns.

Chicago Stockyard strike, 1904. Meatpackers learned the lesson of the need for craft unity. Although the strike was 
defeated that year, the lessons learned pushed forward the struggle , setting the basis for victory in 1917.

the grievances. They make up • 
the heart of broad rank and 
file groups at the different 
mines, mills and factories.

The sumup from these work-, 
ing class battles shows the 
urgent need for organization 
and correct leadership as the 
key to successful actions and 
to make sure the fight conti­
nues till victory. The Party, 
as the headquarters of the pro­
letariat must use correct forms

to provide leadership to all 
these different battle fronts. 
The long and rich labor his­
tory in this country provides 
invaluable lessons for the 
present situation and today's 
struggles.

RETRIEVE THE RICH HISTORY OF 
THE TRADE UNION EDUCATION 
LEAGUE

In the 1920's, a nationwide 
organization called the Trade

Union Education League (TUEL) 
took up the task of organizing, 
uniting and supporting work 
for the working class movement.

The TUEL was formed m  1920 
based on the lessons summed up 
from the experiences of the 
packinghouse campaign of 1917 
and the Great Steel Strike in 
1919.

PACKINGHOUSE CAMPAIGN, 1917

, The packinghouse and steel cam­
paigns were carried out under con­
ditions of political flow period.
The higher fusion between the 
communist movement and the working 
class movement because of the 
established Communist Party at the 
time of TUEL'8 existence was one 
reason for the high level of 
principles of unity of the TUEL and 
the relative ease of doing mass cam­
paigns. The conditions of World 
War I and the intensified exploi­
tation of the U.S. workers were 

another reason for the political 
flow.

The political character of the 
TUEL and its active role in taking 
up struggles in mining, textile 
and garment (which were the strong­
holds of TUEL), the relation 
between the TUEL and the United 
Front Committee of Textile 
Workers and the United Textile 
Workers, the relation between the 
TUEL and the national Save-the- 
Union Committee whan the United 
Mine Workers of. America was under 
attack in the '20s —  all these 
will be addressed in later articles.

Last month, at the height 
of the heatwave, workers' an­
ger was boiling over the inhu­
man working conditions. Walk­
outs not only hit the auto Big 
Three but other industries as 
well, such as chemical plants. 
Meanwhile, steel and copper 
workers were out on strike 
fighting for a better contract 
and miners are wildcatting 
against cuts in health benefit 
and virtually closed down all 
soft-coal mining.

In all these struggles, 
communists, advanced workers 
and active militants took up 
the actual work of organizing 
their fellow workers to fight

m m m im m m g s m m m m mmm

BALLOT
IRON & STEEL WORKERS

The Union Committee* are now seeking to get higher wages, 
shorter hours and better working conditions from thn steel com­
panies. Are you willing to back them up to the extent of stopping 
work should the companies refuse to concede these demand* ?

T A JN O  CLA SA N JE
O dbor junije sada tra ii d a  sc dobije bolja plada, k rsli radn i satovi i bolji uvjeti 

za rad  od  kom panija celtka. D ali ate voljni iati do  akrajnoati podupreti d a  ae 
p res tanc  aa radom  alco b i kom panija odbila d a  udovolji zahtevim a ?

SZAVAZZONI
Az Union Bizottsaga, az Acel Tarsaaagoktol val<5—magasabb fuetej, 

rovidebb munka ido es jobb munka feltetelek—elnyerese utSn torekszik. 
Akar ezek utan torekedni? s a vdgsokig kitarta—ni? es ha a tiraasagok 
ezen kivSnalmaknak nem tesznek eleget a munkat beszUntetni >

V O TA ZIO N E.
I com itati deH 'Unione stanno cercando d i o ttenere paghe piu ' ahe, ore 

d i lavoro p iu ' brevi, e m igliori condizioni di lavoro. D esiderate voi assecondarli. 
ancbe q u an d o  dovesse essere necessario di ferm are il lavoro *e le C om pagnie 
rifiutassero di accettare le dom ande?

hlAsovaci Ustojc
Vybor uniovy chce dosiahnuf podvysenie mzdy* mens} hodin 

robif a lepsie robotmcke polozenie od oceliarskych spoken os ti. Ste 
vy ochotnf ich podporovaf do krajnosti, a2 do zastavenia price, v pade 
by spolocnosf odoprela ziadosfu£inif fcym poziadavk&m.

BALOT
K om itet Unii stara si? obecn ic o uzyskanie od StalowycH Kom panij wifkszej 

placy, kr6tszych godzin i lepszych warunk6w pracy. Czy jestei gotdw poprzel 
nas a i  do  moiliwosci w strzym ania pracy na .w ypadek, gdybv K om panie 
odmbwily naszym  z^dan iom) ____  ______

Mark X in square indicating how you voteVOTE YES OR NO.

Yes X
National Committee for Organizing Iron and Steel Worker* 

WM. Z. FOSTER, Secr-Trea*. 303 Magee Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa.

SS
Ballot given out to steelworkers by the national Committee for Organizing Iron and 
S teel Workers 1919. This campaign showed clearly to its organizers the need for 
a n  organization of trade union militants to carry out hard-hitting campaigns.

Workers in the packinghouse 
industry had been terribly neg­
lected by the American Federa­
tion of Labor and were totally 
unorganized except for the ; 
teamsters. But the demand for 
workers was high, so the time 
was ripe for an organizing 
campaign, especially with a 
world war going on. The cam­
paign was initiated and carried 
through by communists like 
William Z. Foster and rank and 
file militants like Jack John­
stone who gained respect and 
won the love of the masses of 
workers through hard-hitting 
campaign after campaign.

CORRECTLY WORKING WITHIN THE 
UNIONS

Foster, through the Chicago 
Federation of Labor (a progres­
sive group within the AFL ma­
chinery) , called for a joint 
organizing campaign of all 
trades in the Chicago packing 
industry by the local unions 
even though most of these were 
half-dead. They formed the 
Stockyards Labor Council, a 
federation of existing locals 
of Butcher Workmen, Railway Car­
men, Machinists, Electricians, 
Carpenters, Office Workers, 
Steam Fitters, Engineers, Fire­
men, etc. The Council was a 
concrete step in fighting both 
the left dual-unionist devia­
tion of setting up a totally 
new and separate "one big in­
dustrial union" outside of the 
existing unions as well as the 
narrow craft-unionism of the 
AF of L. The workers welcomed 
this'industrial plan. They had 
learned from their own bitter 
experience in the 1904 strike 
which had been smashed due to 
disunity among the several 
craft unions.

Continued on p.12
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ZIMBABWEAN 
ARMED STRUGGLE
FORCES RACIST 
SMITH TO CALL 
SHAM ELECTIONS

\

WORLD IN  STRUGGLE
C O U N T R IE S  W A N T  IN D EPEN D EN C E

N A TIO N S  W A N T LIB ER A TIO N

PEOPLE W A N T R E V O L U T IO N !
<3t

Ever since the breakdown of 
the Geneva Conference last win­
ter, the U.S. and British impe­
rialists have been .cooking up 
different variations on the 
same theme, hoping to pull off 
a trick that would give the 
appearance of majority rule in 
Zimbabwe but in reality hood­
wink the masses into laying 
down their arms.

Now the villain Smith has 
come up with a new trick to buy 
time for his fascist rule: he 
has announced that, for the 
first time in 3 years, he will 
hold general elections -- or, 
in his words, a popular "man­
date for reform" -- on August 
31. By doing so, Smith is try­
ing to show that he is inching 
towards majority rule by form­
ing a "broad-based government" 
that would include a more libe­
ral Constitution and more "res­
ponsible" Black Zimbabweans.

But let's take a close look 
at what will happen: First,
Smith will be reelected Prime 
Minister of the illegal racist 
regime and again try to pass 
off his clique as the only le­
gal representative of the Zim­
babwean people. Second, be­
cause of racist property, in­
come, and educational qualifi­
cations, only 7,500 of Zimbab­
we's 6.5 million Blacks (or 
approximately 1 out of every 
1000!) will be eligible to vote 
in the general elections, while 
one-third of the white settlers, 
who make up less than 5% of the 
population, will be voting.
This is Smith's idea of a gene­
ral, "popular" (i.e. by the 
people) mandate for reform!

Just who are these "respon­
sible" Black Zimbabweans that 
Smith is so willing to transfer 
power to? Why, precisely those 
willing to work within the 
existing Constitution, and who 
outspokenly condemn the use of 
arms to achieve majority rule. 
Also, Smith already has some 
Black lackeys in his cabinet, 
so changing their faces or even 
increasing their number isn't 
going to make any difference 
-- it all just amounts to plas­
tic surgery on his fascist 
rule.

Smith's "solution" is just 
another fraud -- he isn't even 
inching towards majority rule.
In fact, he is moving further 
away from it as he desperately 
attempts to use more sophisti­

cated tricks to guarantee the 
white minority continuing eco­
nomic, political and military 
power.

FRONT LINE AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
AID STRUGGLE ~

The desperation of the Smith 
regime, which is daily growing 
more isolated internationally, 
is also shown in the recent 
threats and provocations against 
neighboring Zambia and Botswana 
and the scores of armed raids 
into Mozambique, all in the 
name that Rhodesia is defending 
itself against the guerrillas 
that operate from bases in 
those countries.

The African frontline coun­
tries actively support the li­
beration struggle in Zimbabwe 
-- politically, economically, 
and militarily. The fight of 
the Zimbabwean masses for their 
national independence is a just 
one, and is also supported 1001 
by other African countries, by 
the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU), and by freedom- 
loving peoples and countries 
around the world.

But the struggle for nation­
al liberation and independence 
depends mainly on the millions 
of Zimbabweans who have fought 
tooth and nail every step of 
the way against the atrocities 
of the racist Smith regime, as 
well as against colonialism, 
imperialism and interference by 
the 2 superpowers. Armed strug­
gle is being waged in over two- 
thirds of the country, and 
every week, thousands of young 
people and students eagerly vo­
lunteer to take up arms in the 
fight to liberate their home­
land .

The Zimbabwean freedom-fight­
ers know all too well that arm­
ed struggle is the only language 
Smith really understands, and 
that the only real solution will 
be found on the battlefield. 
Without a military victory on 
the battlefield, there can be 
no victory over the racists at 
tKe negotiating table, for ne­
gotiations are only a continua­
tion of the struggle on the 
field. The Zimbabwean people 
will win liberation by relying 
on their own strength! The 
Zimbabwean people will surely 
overthrow the criminal rule of 
the doomed regime of the white 
racists! g

Birmingham, England
Masses of people, enraged by 

a deliberately provocative march 
by the National Front fascists 
through an oppressed nationality 
community in Lewisham, England, 
and a rally in another commun­
ity, attacked the fascists as 
they attempted to hold their 
events. The National Front ad­
vocates shipping all immigrants, 
particularly West Indians and 
Asians, back to where they came 
from and spouts racist slogans 
to whip up reactionary and ra­
cist ideas. 113 British police, 
fighting on the side of the Na­
tional Front, were dealt just 
injuries.

In a related incident, a 
spontaneous outburst brought 
about by years of national op­
pression . erupted in London's West 
Indian community during a car­
nival. The West Indian commu­
nity, exploited by the worst 
housing and jobs, discriminated 
against and subjected to daily 
racial harassment, and antag­
onized by the recent attacks on 
them by fascists like the Na­
tional Front, exploded as dark­
ness fell on the carnival. This 
is not a new occurrence. Last 
year's carnival also turned in­
to a rebellion against national 
oppression and 325 police were 
injured, as police attempted to 
brutally suppress the rebellion.

The racial situation in Eng­
land has been aggravated by the 
intensifying economic crisis.
As unemployment soars and infla­
tion eats away at workers' pay- 
checks, the ruling class has 
stepped up its exploitation and 
oppression of the masses. The 
government is considering a ban 
to prohibit political demonstra­
tions using the recent events to 
cover its fascistic designs in 
order to control the rising and 
militant workers of Britain.
Thus the political crisis of the 
British ruling class has inten­
sified to the point where dras­
tic steps are now being consid­
ered to openly suppress the 
masses.

Soweto
The fascist South African 

police recently raided 5 schools 
in the Azanian township of Sowe­
to, wounded an 18-year old stu­
dent and arrested 175. As stu­
dents at one school, Orlando 
West, fought back with stones, 
the police fired into the youths 
and seriously wounded one. Ac­
companied by attack dogs, the 
police made a sweep through the 
schools in an attempt to stem 
■the tide of resistance surging' 
forward in Azanian townships 
like Soweto.

Malaga,Spain
Striking hotel workers crip­

pled the tourist industry on 
Spain's luxusrious resort area 
of Costa del Sol. Following a 
mass meeting of more than 4000, 
the workers demonstrated and 
militantly marched through the 
streets. The police used rub­
ber bullets and nightsticks to 
disperse the demonstrators who 
were demanding a $95 a month 
wage increase.

London
The walkout of the assistant 

air contollers in Britain has 
literally shut down the airports 
of London. It came after a 
slow’down that lasted 9 days.
The strike has implications far 
beyond the shutdown of air ser­
vices. It is a direct challenge 
to the Government's plan to keep 
wages down after the ending of 
formal wage controls on July 
31. The controllers are sup­
ported by the Trades Union Con­
gress. Recently members of the 
Congress such as the Mineworkers 
and Transport and General Wor­
kers Unions, going against the 
pleadings of their national mis- 
leaderships, refused to give up 
their demands for collective 
bargaining and voted to seek 
wage increases after the formal 
wage controls have been lifted. 
(See WVO, Vol. 2, No. 7, "Bri­
tish Workers' Resistance Inten­
sifies")

Pamplona, Spain
A rally of over 75,000 de­

manding independence for the 
Basque region of northern Spain 
climaxed a 6-week march across 
the Basque region. While thou­
sands cheered the slogans "Long 
Live Basque Liberty" and shout­
ed "assaisins" at the police 
helicopters overhead, still 
more thousands were kept away 
by huge traffic jams around Pam­
plona and delaying tactics at 
police checkpoints. Over 
10,000 marchers attempted to 
enter the city of Pamplona and 
clashed with civil guards who 
attempted to block the entrance 
into the city. The demands of 
the rally included the release 
of political prisoners as well 
as autonomy for the Basque re­
gion. During the fascist rule 
of Franco, who ended the tradi­
tion of home rule for the area, 
the Basque independence move­
ment was outlawed and brutally 
suppressed. |

ALSO to hold nation-w ide  
dem onstrations in support
of Zimbabwe national liber­
ation struggles Nov. 12. 
Watch next issue fo r  
details.

y
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Women Hold Up 
Half the Sky

C a rte r ’s W o rk fa re  
Scheme

Working and oppressed women 
have been and are demanding the 
right to jobs, the right to qual­
ity daycare, decent education, 
etc. Working women are fight­
ing, as their sisters fought in 
the past, against the brutal ex­
ploitation of capital. Masses 
of women have organized in the 
textile and garment factories, 
fought against child labor, for 
shorter working days, and an 
end to slave wages and sweat­
shop conditions. During World 
War II, the capitalists were 
forced to give us government- 
funded daycare because they 
needed more women to work the 
factories, mills and mines when 
the men were lured off to fight 
the imperialist war.

Working women take the front lines in 
the Flint auto strike of 193?!

Welfare is downright degrad­
ing. Working class mothers do 
not want to be on welfare, but 
most are forced onto it, usually 

Working women have had a long because they don't make enough
and rich history of struggle, 
history that speaks to our re­
sistance against the brutal ex 
ploitation of the capitalists, 
a history that shows our vic­
tories in forming unions, uni­
ting our struggles with our 
class brothers for better wages

at their low-paying jobs to pay 
for daycare for their kids.
And for working mothers, espe­
cially in families of national 
minorities, where many are the 
only bread-winner because of 
capitalism having broken up our 
families -- daycare is an absol-

and working conditions, and fore"mg necessity. But under Title 
ing other concessions -- like XX, which went into effect al- 
daycare and the right to work at most 2 years ago, the bour- 
jobs once excluded to us -- from geoisie sets the income stand
our most hated enemy.

UNMASK CARTER'S WELFARE REFORM

Now Carter has come up with 
a "new welfare reform" plan. 
It's called "Workfare" and will 
force welfare mothers to work 
for their welfare checks. But 
at what kind of jobs? In so- 
called "training programs" like 
the Work Incentive (WIN) Pro­
gram, at below minimum wages, 
without benefits, and without 
the right to join a union.

What does this mean for mo­
thers with babies and small 
kids, or who are unable to work 
for health or other reasons? It

ards so low that only women in 
the dirtiest and lowest-paying 
jobs are eligible for daycare. 
So if you don't have one of 
these jobs, or if you don't 
even have a job at all, then 
you're forced to stay home and 
take care of the kids, and go 
back on welfare.

WELFARE MOTHERS GET DRIVEN DOWN 
A BLIND.ALLEY -- FINANCE CAPl- 
TALISTS PROFIT BOTH" WAYS BY THE 
WELFARE SCHEME

Either way, welfare mothers 
are driven down a blind alley 
and get hit from both sides -- 
they're either slaves to wel­
fare, or they're forced to work

means forced labor at slave wagesat siave wages for the monopoly 
It means welfare mothers will be corporations like the telephone

i +• rs-P 4- 4--*~ m  +■ ck t  -r* n n  1 m o a n c  A . . . .  rcut off from their only means 
of support if they don't accept 
whatever degrading jobs are 
thrown at them.

There's already a case in 
court in New York State where a

company which make money off the 
sweat of welfare mothers.
What's more, the bourgeoisie 
and finance capitalists (bank­
ers) reap huge profits out of 
welfare, because cities pay for 
welfare with money they borrow

welfare mother who failed to re- from the monopoly capitalists
port for a work-relief assign 
ment had her benefits cut off. 
The capitalists, instead of 
finding out why she couldn't 
report, just assumed that she 
was one of those "lazy" welfare 
recipients who "enjoy" being

banks in the form of high in­
terest-paying bonds. And where 
do the cities get the money to 
pay off those loans and inter­
est? From our taxes!

Carter is also trying to use 
welfare mothers to split the

on welfare. They didn't bother wooing class by making people
finding out that this mother 
had to take care of a sick 
relative.

SUPEREXPLOITATION OF WELFARE
MOTHERS

on welfare the enemy, saying 
that they are taking away .jobs 
from men and women who are al­
ready working. For example, in 
New York City, where therejure 
now an average 2 1/2 teachers 
per daycare classroom, the capi­
talists are going to get rid of 
one teacher per classroom, and 
replace them with welfare moth­
ers. This pits daycare teachers

Under-employment is built 
into capitalism: the monopoly 
capitalists need to keep a cer­
tain number of workers as a re- against daycare parents, and 
serve labor force which they . blames those on welfare for the 
can use to hold down wages, economic crisis we're in. Al­
t'115* unions and strikes, and pitrea<}y the yon(jaie.pacj;Wo0<j gill 
against those with jobs to try (Daycare Bill) passed last year 
to sabotage the unity of the is putting this into effect, 
working class. Welfare mothers,says daycare teachers need 
especially those from national not certified, so the capi- 
minorities, make up a large talists are already making it
chunk of this reserve army of "legal" for welfare mothers to
labor created by the bourgeois- take away the jobs of those al- 

• ready working.

This scheme by Carter and 
his gang is also an attempt to 
lower the wages and living con­
ditions of the entire working 
class. The capitalists prefer 
to hire workers who work off 
their welfare checks rather than 
workers who work at the regular 
pay scale that exists now. So 
to get jobs, other workers will 
have to either go on welfare or 
lower the price of our labor 
power. It is also an attempt to 
disorganize the working class 
and break our unions, because 
welfare mothers can't join 
unions.

Welfare mothers want free, 
quality daycare. They want the 
right to take care of their ba­
bies and children and not be 
penalized when they have to take 
a day off because their child 
is sick. They want more infant 
daycare centers and nurseries, 
so that mothers with babies can 
also go out and look fcr produc­
tive labor. Welfare mothers 
don’t want to be confined to the 
home, but they also don't want 
to be forced onto welfare, only 
to work at slave wages and be 
pitted against their class bro­
thers and sisters.

WHAT DO WELFARE MOTHERS REALLY
WANT?

Welfare mothers can do some­
thing about all this. They can 
stop this treacherous scheme of 
Carter and his gang. Welfare

mothers don't want to be used 
as scapegoats for this economic 
crisis, don't want the standard 
of living and wages of the en­
tire working class to go down, 
don't want daycare centers to 
fall apart. Welfare mothers 
want good, decent-paying jobs, 
jobs that are productive. They 
want the right to join unions 
and get regular job benefits.

These demands of welfare mo­
thers are clear, despite the 
capitalist press' recent slan­
der. Welfare mothers will fight

this attempt by Carter and his 
gang -- under their slick image 
of "human rights" and "concern" 
for working and oppressed peo­
ple -- to superexploit them to 
split their ranks and lower the 
general standard of living. They 
will unite with their class bro­
thers and sisters to oppose Car­
ter's welfare reform, and fight 
for the only genuine reform of 
welfare -- a society where all 
will be productive, active mem­
bers in building that society. 
That society is socialism, where 
we will begin to step-by-step do 
away with classes and all ex­
ploitation of man by man.®

C a rte r  T ig h te n s  R eins  
O ver C IA  ,N am es Top Spy

Secret LSD experiments. 
Mind-altering drugs. New tor­
ture techniques. Crash pro­
grams in brainwashing.

Out of sheer desperation, 
there wasn't a trick in the 
book that the CIA didn't try 
over the past 25 years to des­
troy rising revolutionary move­
ments .

But when all the hubbub and 
dust settles on this "CIA scan­
dal", the real significance of 
the whole affair will be crys­
tal clear: Carter is using the 
"CIA scandal" as a cover to 
undertake a mammoth centraliza­
tion and streamlining of the 
entire intelligence and repres­
sive apparatus.

Already, Carter has given 
Admiral Stansfield Turner, head 
of the CIA, direct control over 
the entire intelligence budget 
(at least $5 billion) including 
the National Security Agency 
and the National Reconnaissance 
Office (both of which mount 
massive espionage and surveil­
lance of the other superpower, 
the Soviet Union, through a 
network of spies and satellit­
es). And it's only a matter 
of time before the entire re­
pressive apparatus of the U.S. 
imperialists will be centraliz­
ed under one man, the Director 
of Central Intelligence.

Carter's so-called "CIA re­
form" is a clever smokescreen 
to make the CIA, NSA, and NRO 
more efficient and more deadly. 
By eliminating the clumsy du­
plication between the Depart-' 
ment of Defense (which runs 
the NSA and NRO), and the CIA, 
Carter, the "liberal fascist", 
hopes th lay the groundwork for 
fascism. (And to show that he 
meant business, Carter booted 
out the No. 2 man in the CIA 
just last month because he

clung to the old elite, clubby 
image of the CIA.)

And to meet the rising tide 
of revolutionary forces in 
this country, Carter has given 
the green light for a complete 
centralization of all domestic 
intelligence through the FBI. 
Now, the state and local police 
can, through a direct computer 
hook-up, cut through mountains 
of red tape and bureaucracy 
and get instantaneous informa­
tion concerning "trouble-makers 
and dissidents" through the 
FBI.

Carter is a sly fox. On one 
hand, he is stepping up decep­
tion by hawking his "human 
rights" campaign, designed to 
undermine the Soviet Union and 
Eastern European governments 
and to say to the world, "Hey, 
look, forget Vietnam. We're 
the good guys now." On the 
other hand, Carter is pushing 
centralization, getting the 
repressive apparatus ready for 
fascism. Deception and centra­
lization are two aspects of his 
preparation for war with the 
Soviet Union. Carter knows he 
can't fight a world war unless 
he gets his own ship in shape, 
and unless he whips up all sorts 
of chauvinism and blind patrio­
tism among- the masses.

But deception and centrali­
zation are only weapons 
of a dying class. No 
amount of deception and central­
ization can stop the historic 
march of the working class to­
ward socialism. No matter how 
much Carter flails about "hu­
man rights" and no matter how 
he cuts the fat to centralize 
the state apparatus, no amount 
of last-ditch efforts can pre­
vent the working class and 
oppressed masses from overthrow­
ing the monopoly capitalist 
class.^
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WHY IS  CARTER RUSHING TO SIGN 

THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY?
In 1903, President Teddy 

Roosevelt sent the U.S.S. Nash - 
ville to insure that the TJ.S. im- 
nerialist supported rebellion which 
was to set up the Republic of 
Panama would be successful. With­
in hours of the establishment of 
the country, originally a province 
o f Colombia, a French citizen act­
ing as Panama's "envoy," would 
sign a treaty giving TJ.S. imperial­
ism exclusive rights over 648 
square miles of Panama's territory 
forever. Nothing soDhisticated 
about it— straight "big stick" 
diplomacy by the TJ.S. imperialists.

On September 7, 1977 another 
treaty will be signed between 
Panama and the TJ.S. imperialists.
This time, no Marines will be in­
vading Panama. In fact the TJ.S. 
says it will pull out its 14 TJ.S. 
b ases which occupy the Canal Zone 
(at "their own discretion"). The 
clause giving the TJ.S. exclusive 
rights over the Canal Zone will be 
replaced with one saying the U.S. 
will turn over control in 23 years 
t o Panama.

This move, 75 years after the 
original treaty was signed, is the 
most sophisticated form of imperi­
alist diplomacy, a shell game de­
signed to keep control over the 
Canal, but covering it with a treaty 
that appears less blatantly coloni­
alist to build up its rotten image 

in the Third World.

THE SOVIET SHARK IN THE CARIBBEAN

All this is taking place within 
the situation of intensifying con­
tention between the 2 superpowers.

The Soviet social-imperialists 
are eyeing the situation closely. 
Coveting the strategic Panama 
Canal for their own imperialist 
interests, they are cruising the 
waters of the Caribbean waiting 
for a chance to grab it.

The U.S. imperialists know this 
damn well, and they are moving on 
the new treaty now--to deny their 
Soviet rivals any chance to out- 
flank them in the region.

The clause that Ambassador 
Bunker and Sol Eenowitz, long- 
t ested, crafty and respected agents 
of U.S. imperialism, forgot was 
the proposing of a sea-level 
Panama Canal for oil tanker travel 
between the East and West Coasts 
of the U.S. The U.S. fears the 
Soviet Union jumping in and offer­
ing to build a sea-level canal big 
enough for the biggest ships in 
her fleet to get through, giving 

the Soviet Union the ability to 
quickly deploy her ships in the 
Atlantic and Pacific, as well as the 
Caribbean. The U.S. imperialists, 
therefore, dictated in the treaty 
that Panama cannot build a sea-level 
canal with any "third country," that 
is, Soviet social-imperialism. This 
clause is clearly calculated to deter 
the Soviet Union from moving into 
Panama and gaining a foothold there 
through their potential aid to Pan­
ama for building a sea-level canal 
under the name of an "international 
waterway."

On the one hand, the Soviet Navy 
regularly plies Caribbean waters.
At the same time, Soviet diplomats 
put forward proposals to "interna­
tionalize" the Canal Zone, which 
means an "open door policy" of open­
ing up the Canal so the Soviet social- 
imperialists can get their hooks in­
to it, kick out the TJ.S. and take 
over Latin America.

The Soviets now do a billion 
dollar a year trade in weapons with 
Latin America. They carry out econ­
omic penetration through so-called 
"joint ventures" with some Latin 
American countries. Using CCMECON, 
they try to lure countries into the

The Panamanian veople have always fie rce ly  resis ted  US imperialism's occupation o f  th e ir  country. On the l e f t ,  masses 
burn a rep lica  o f the hated VS- f la g . In 1964, Panamanian students tore dawn US f  lags m  the Canal Zone and thousands 
demonstrated in  the s tre e ts . The cold-blooded murder o f 20 pa tr io ts  fu rther heightened the determination o f  the 
Panamanian people to hick the US out o f  th e ir  country, once and fo r  a l l .

Soviet orbit away from the U.S. At 
this time, the Soviets are trying to 
get Jamaica and Guyana to join the 
Soviet-dominated organization.

The U.S. knows that the Panamanian 
people are ready to fight to the 
death to kick the TJ.S. imperialists 
out and regain sovereignty over 
Panama's rightful territory. This 
was shown by the heroic struggle 
in 1964, in which 20 Panamanians 
sacrificed their lives fighting 
U.S. imperialism.

But large scale opposition to impe­
rialist adventures abroad from the US 
people makes it difficult to send 
in the Marines, like Teddy Roosevelt 
did. It would invite the Soviet 
social-imperialists to intervene un­
der the cover of "friendship with 
the Third World and national liber­
ation." As one British diplomat 
stated, "a U.S. strategy of holding 
on to the Canal Zone by force would 
be tantamount to following a strat­
egy devised in Moscow."

U.S. IMPERIALIST "OPPOSITION" TO THE 

PROPOSED TREATY

Yet imperialist fossils like 
Ronald Reagan opposd the treaty, 
calling it a "sell-out," although 
they clearly know that it is in the 
TJ.S.' interest to sign the treaty. 
This is all petty politics among the 
bourgeoisie, maneuvering around an 
issue to build themselves up.

Continued on p.13

Young's Caribbean Cruise: 
Shoring Up US,
Shutting Out Soviets
Andy Young was in 18atin America 

in mid-August trying to mend fences 
and repaint the U.S. image. Visiting 
seven Caribbean countries as well as 
Mexico, Costa Rica and Venezuela,
Young pushed the slick (but sham) 
Carter line of "human rights" and 
"concern" for the Third World. Know­
ing that the Soviets have their eyes 
on Latin America, Carter sent Young 
to beat the brushes for the U.S.

Latin America has been under the 
U.S. gun ever since the TJ.S. was 
formed in the late 1700's. Since the 
Monroe Doctrine in the 1820's, tell­
ing the other colonial powers of the 
day to stay out, U.S. imperialism 
has treated Latin America as its 
backyard (exclusive imperialist stomp­
ing grounds). Time and time again, 
the TJ.S. imperialists used the Marines 
and the CIA to oppress and exploit 
the Latin American masses and govern­
ments: from the stealing of the 
Panama Canal to the crushing of the 
Dominican rebellion in 1965 and the 
overthrowing of the Allende regime 
in Chile. This was all to extend 
and protect U.S'. imperialism's ex­
tensive investments in Latin America, 
ranging from TJnited Fruits' bananas 
to ITT's telephone company in Chile.

But recently it's been rough go­
ing for U.S. imperialism. Resistance 
to U.S. hegemony and superexploita­
tion is growing. Mass rebellions 
against U.S. imperialism and their 
local lackeys have sprung up in 
Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Peru, 
Venezuela, and a host of other 
countries.

Latin American countries have 
taken stands against the two super­
powers with other Third World coun­
tries. Venezuela has stood firmly

with OPEC on oil prices, concretely 
an anti-imperialist action. Latin 
American countries united against 
the 2 superpowers in establishing 
the 200 mile nautical limit. Coffee- 
producing countries have demanded and 
obtained stable prices for their pro­
duct (coffee production is monopo­
lized by U.S. monopolies) as well as 
a cut in the production of finished 
coffee products, like instant coffee. 
Clearly, TJ.S. imperialism can't dic­
tate to Latin American countries like 
it once could.

SOVIETS TRYING TO MOVE IN

Meanwhile, the social-imperialist 
shark has been cruising in the sunny 
waters of the Caribbean looking for 
an opening to attack. While trying 
to keep its stranglehold on Cuba, it 
has been moving on .other countries 

in the region through increased 
trade and aid. This has been es­
pecially true for governments like 
Guyana and Jamaica who take strong 
stands against U.S. imperialism and 
who have refused to follow U.S. im­
perialism's line of isolation of 
Cuba.

This has sharpened the superpow­
ers' fight for the area. No longer 
sewn up by TJ.S. imperialism and on 
the run in other parts of the Third 
World, Carter has to pay attention 
to it. On the one hand, he is tugg­
ing on Cuba to pull it closer to the 
U.S. and away from the Soviet Union. 
On the other hand, he is shoring up 
the fascist military governments 
like Chile and Uruguay, by pushing 
them to clean up their image on 
"human rights."

Carter reduced Uruguay's aid 
from 5250 million to 525 million 
this year under the cover of "human 
rights" violations. Recently, the 
Chilean government dissolved the 
brutal DINA secret police as a res­
ponse to Carter's threats to cut 
off aid. But these are only symbol­
ic to make the U.S. look like a real 
defender of "human rights." The 
U.S. imperialists support in econ­
omic aid to Latin America runs to 
the tune of over 52.. 5 billion dol­
lars and there has been no cut here.

Young brought the word from 
Carter that the TJ.S. would offer 
increased aid to the Manley govern­
ment in Jamaica and the Burnham 
regime in Guyana, both of which 
resist' . the 2 superpowers. This 
was an attempt by the U.S. imperi­
alists to build better relations 
with these countries. The aim of 
this move was to appeal to the na­
tional feelings of the national 
bourgeoisie of these countries 
against the 2 superpowers, but from 
the TJ.S. point of view, to keep the 
Soviet social-imperialists out.

This is all part of the U.S. 
tactic to play on the Soviets' ag­
gressive social-imperialist charac­
ter. I,ike in Angola and Zaire, the 
U.S. imperialists want the Soviet 

Continued on p.13
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Son o f  Sam 
Continued from p.1

First,  they are using the case 
to glorify the police. The bour­
geois media has been f i l led  with 
stories of "New York's Finest,"
25 cops have been promoted in rank, 
the detectives in charge of the case 
have been interviewed and praised on 
TV and radio. This is  the same 
police force which has brutalized 
communities for years - the same 
".38 caliber k il le rs"  of Clifford 
Glover and Randolph Evans. This 
is  the same police force that actu­
ally worked with David Berkowitz 
when he was an auxilliaiy cop. I t  
is  the same police force that could 
not even find "Son of Sam" for over a 
year and then only caught him through 
the grossest kind of luck. Without 
a lucky narking ticket, completely 
given out by chance, "Son of Sam" 
wo--Id s t i l l  be roaming the streets!

But instead of focusing on this 
asnect, the bourgeois media portrays 
them as heroic and the "Finest."

I t  is no accident. Mien in­

creasing numbers of workers and op­
pressed are seeing through bourgeois 
legality (laws written by and for the 
in terests  of the ruling class) and 
the role of the state in enforcing 
those laws in the interests of the 
oppressors, the "Son of Sam" case 
is a perfect opportunity to clean up 
the image, confuse the masses, and 
reinforce illusions about the power 
and "justice" of the system.

Second, the bourgeoisie has been 
using the case as another means to 
push gun control. The Carter Ad­
ministration is now considering leg­
is lation that would tighten the laws 
such that the transfer of weapons a- 
mong the masses would have to go 
through tightly controlled "licensed 
gun dealers."

This legislation is  supposed to 
"protect" the working class from 
those like "Son of Sam." In just the 
same way, the Boston Strangler 
would not be eliminated by outlawing 
hands. The legislation is not 
aimed at those types. I t  is aimed 
to "protect" the ruling class against 
the armed might of the aroused 
masses. I t  is  aimed at keeping

weapons only in the hands of agents 
of the sta te ,  like New York's "Fi­
nest," to be used against the oppress­
ed masses.

Third, the "Son of Sam" case is 
an opportunity to use the hatred 
that people feel against "Son of Sam" 
to push for the death penalty under 
capitalism. The death penalty is a 
weapon of class rule - i t  has always 
been used as such. I t  is another 
"legal" weapon of the ruling class 
along with the other "legal" weapons 
in the arsenal of the bourgeoisie.
I t  does not and i s n ' t  meant to deter 
crime. I t  has been used and will be 
used to "legally" murder the poor, 
oppressed, and their  revolutionary 
leadership. That has been the role 
i t  has played throughout i t s  history 
in the ’IF.

The ruling class is attempting 
to use spontaneous events like 'Son 
oi Sam" to portray the death penalty 
as a deterrent to crime. This is 
like the attempt to portray the 
death penalty as a "moral" question- 
"the right to die"- in the case of 
Gary Gilmore. This slimy trick 
neatly covers for the death penalty's

real intent - the repression of revo­
lution.

The cry for the blood of David 
Berkowitz is the righteous anger of 
the working class. The ruling class 
is trying to make use of this anger 
to go for the jugular vein of the 
working class i t s e l f  and turn the 
immediate and spontaneous sentiment 
into long range advantage in their 
march toward fascism.

The same manipulation attempts 
to divert the spontaneous feelings 
for armed self-defense into arms of 
the state i t s e l f ,  by promoting 
auxiliary police and vigilante 
groups which have close connection 
with the police - the breeding 
grounds for fascist gangs.

The "Son of Sam" case is not 
over. The ruling class is not 
finished with him. "Son of Sam/
Son of Uncle Sam" bom out of the 
rotting womb of capitalism continues 
to dutifully serve his "parents." I

Marxist Philosophy
The Relation Between Cause And Consequence ■ 

What Is Accidental And Inevitability

D ia le c t i c a l  m a te r ia l ism  is  
the ph ilosophy of the working 
c l a s s .  I t  i s  a to o l  we use to 
both ex p la in  and change the 
world. We are in tro d u c in g  two 
concepts here -- r e l a t i o n s h ip  
between cause and consequence 
and the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
w hat 's  a c c id e n ta l  and i n e v i t a ­
b i l i t y .

In fu tu re  a r t i c l e s  we w i l l  
introduce o th e r  concepts and 
r e l a t i o n s  such a s :  form and 
c o n ten t ,  appearance and essence ,  
b a s is  and c o n d i t io n ,  p a r t  and 
whole, p r o b a b i l i t y  and a c t u a l i ­
ty ,  and most im portan t ,  the 
law of one d iv id in g  in to  two.

David Berkowitz, as Son of 
Sam, i s  an a c c id e n t .  I t  can 
be someone e l s e  and th e re  are  
a l o t  o f  s ic k  people l ik e  him 
running around. But the phe ­
nomenon of Son of Sam i s  no 
a c c id e n t .  He and h is  a c t io n s  
are  not w ithou t cause or con­
n ec t io n .  The Son o f  Sam case 
i s  an example of the r e l a t i o n ­
ship between cause and conse ­
quence .

RELATION BETWEEN CAUSE § CONSEQUENCE

The cause and e f f e c t  r e l a ­
t io n s h ip  between th ings  i s  one 
of the forms o f  connection  in  
the  world. That i s ,  every th ing  
has i t s  cause , a connection  to 
something e l s e ,  independent of 
whether we w i l l  i t  or n o t .
Even the b o u rg o e is ie  must a t ­
tempt to  look fo r  the cause of 
Sam's a c t io n s .  They push f o r ­
ward the  view th a t  the cause of 
h is  a c t io n s  are to be found in  
h is  dope and adop tion .  But 
they w i l l  not and cannot go 
deeply in to  the r e a l  cause 
which i s  the  co n d i t io n s  o f  l i f e  
under c a p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty .  Ca­
p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty  i t s e l f  i s  the 
fundamental cause behind the 
dope, the broken home, Sam's 
gradual d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  and h is  
a c t io n s .  His wandering in to  
the army, h is  "Jesus  f reak"  
convers ion , and h is  dope are 
a l l  themselves consequences. 
C a p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty  produces 
these  consequences and, in  tu rn ,  
they become causes --  the a c ­
t io n s  o f  Son of Sam.

In the same way, the  Son of 
Sam case i t s e l f  becomes a cause

fo r  another s e t  of consequenc 
es --  the s e n s a t io n a l  p re ss  
h e a d l in e s ,  the  s e l l i n g  of h is  
s to ry  fo r  the  movies, o th e r  
s ic k  people l ik e  him are  s e t  
o f f  by the p u b l i c i t y ,  as well 
as the chances fo r  the ru l in g  
c la s s  to a t tem pt to  use h is  
case to f u r t h e r  push s o c ie ty  
toward fasc ism  (see above a r t i ­
c le )  . This in  tu rn  fu r th e r  
aggrava tes  the degrading cond i ­
t io n s  o f  l i f e  under c a p i ta l i s m  
fo r  the lab o r in g  masses.

This shows how cause produces 
consequence and under c e r t a i n  
c o n d i t io n s ,  how the consequence 
i t s e l f  changes in to  cause . The 
same th in g  can be a cause in 
one s e t  o f  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  and a 
consequence in  an o th e r .  For

th e re  i s  no r e l a t i o n  between 
Son of Sam and the s t a t e  of 
c a p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty .  N e ither  
view can r e a l l y  ex p la in  and 
analyze in  f u l l  the  Son of Sam 
c a s e .

The b o u rg eo is ie  has a t te m p t ­
ed to  p o r t r a y  Son o f  Sam as a 
case of pure acc id en t  -- u n re ­
la t e d  to anyth ing  e l s e  except 
David Berkowitz and h is  " p r i ­
v a te"  world. They have a t te m p t ­
ed to ex p la in  him away as an 
i s o l a t e d  "psy ch o lo g ica l  p r o f i l e "  
or a q u irk  of " f a t e " .

There are  e x te rn a l  and i n ­
t e rn a l  causes . For an egg to 
ha tch  in to  a ch icken , th e re  
must be favorab le  e x te rn a l  
causes (or e x te rn a l  co n d i t io n s )

example, revolutionary p r a c t i c e  
produces re v o lu t io n a ry  theo ry ,  
but r e v o lu t io n a ry  theory  under 
c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  a lso  can b e ­
come the cause guiding su c c e s s ­
fu l  r e v o lu t io n a ry  p r a c t i c e .

Thus th e re  i s  an i d e n t i t y  
between cause and consequence. 
They form a u n i ty  o f  o p p o s i te s .  
They m utually  c o e x is t  ( i . e . ,  
r o t t e n  s o c ie ty  and David Berko­
w itz)  and transfo rm  in to  one 
ano ther  under c e r t a in  co n d i t io n s  
The i d e a l i s t  n o tio n  o f  cause 
and consequence i s  t h a t  the r e ­
l a t i o n s h ip  between th in g s  i s  a 
product of  our minds --  t h a t  
cause and e f f e c t  are  mere ex ­
p re s s io n s  o f  our w i l l .  Thus 
the ro o t  of Sam's a c t io n s  are 
to be found in  h is  "head". The 
m etaphysica l  view is  t h a t  cause 
and consequence e x i s t  a p a r t  and 
ab so lu te  --  p i t t e d  a g a in s t  each 
o th e r  and never t ransfo rm ing  
in to  an o th e r .  From t h a t  view,

--  the  r i g h t  amount of  hea t to 
hatch  the egg. However, fo r  
an egg to hatch  in to  a ch icken , 
th e re  must be favorab le  i n t e r ­
na l  causes ( i n t e r n a l  c o n t r a d i c ­
t io n  --  t h a t  i s ,  i t  must be a 
chicken egg! You could hea t a 
s tone from now u n t i l  the  next 
Ice Age and i t  would never 
change in to  a ch icken . Thus 
as Chairman Mao s a id ,  i t  i s  the 
i n t e r n a l  c o n t r a d ic t io n  which is  
the b a s is  fo r  change not e x t e r ­
na l  cause . E x te rna l  causes 
a re  the c o n d i t io n s  fo r  change. 
I n te r n a l  cause becomes o p e ra ­
t i v e  through e x te rn a l  co n d i ­
t io n s  .

I t  i s  the  ta sk  o f  sc ience  to 
unravel the  cause and conse ­
quence r e l a t i o n s  between th in g s  
to f ind  out the b a s ic  ro o ts  of  
the development o f  th in g s  and 
what determ ines t h e i r  deve lop ­
ment. Science must d iscover  
the laws o f  development. I t

must p r e d ic t  the trend  of i t s  
development in o rder to  guide 
our p r a c t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

RELATION BETWEEN WHAT'S ACCI­
DENTAL AND INEVITABILITY

The c a p i t a l i s t s  are  t r y in g  
to p o r t ra y  the Son of Sam case 
as a pure a c c id e n t .  Nonsense! 
There i s  no such th in g  as pure 
acc id en t  j u s t  as th e re  i s  no 
such th in g  as pure i n e v i t a b i ­
l i t y .  There i s  no th ing  th a t  
happens t h a t  jumps out complete 
ly  by ac c id e n t  w ithout connec­
t io n  to  any th ing . And th e re  
i s  no th ing  t h a t  develops in  an 
a b s o lu te ly  s t r a i g h t  l in e  w i th ­
out tw is t s  and tu rn s  and unex­
pec ted  developments. The a c ­
c id e n ta l  occurrence i s  a form 
of how th in g s  in e v i t a b ly  show 
them selves. In f a c t ,  in  the  
development o f  th in g s ,  the i n ­
e v i t a b le  d i r e c t i o n  of something 
expresses  i t s e l f  in a la rg e  
amount of  a c c id e n ts .

For example, from January 
to Ju ly ,  the tem perature  i n ­
c re a s e s .  I t  i s  an unchangeable 
general  t ren d  year  a f t e r  year 
because o f  the angle of the 
su n 's  r a y s .  But does t h a t  mean 
th a t  each day from January  1 to 
Ju ly  30 ge ts  a l i t t l e  warmer.
Of course n o t .  Some days are  
warmer, some c o ld e r .  That i s  
a c c id e n ta l ,  and can be caused 
by a i r  c u r re n ts  and o th e r  f a c ­
to r s  .

The r i s i n g  of the tempera­
tu re  i s  an in e v i t a b le  t ren d  but 
i t  p ro g resses  through a whole 
s e r i e s  of many a c c id e n ta l  f a c ­
t o r s .  Thus i n e v i t a b i l i t y  d e ­
term ines som eth ing 's  deve lop ­
ment and i t s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n .  
A cc iden ta l  phenomena i s  e x t e r ­
nal and u n s ta b le .  I t  can ap ­
pear or not appear and take 
many forms. I t  has the  e f f e c t  
of  slowing down or speeding up 
development.

A ccidenta l  occurrences  and 
in e v i t a b le  t ren d s  a lso  form a 
u n i ty  and i d e n t i t y  o f  op p o s i te s ,  
They m utually  c o e x is t  and under 
c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  can t r a n s ­
form in to  one an o th e r .  J u s t  
as the  t ren d  of something shows 
i t s e l f  through many a c c id e n ta l  
f a c t o r s ,  w ith in  a c c id e n ta l  f a c ­
to r s  l i e s  hidden the  trend  of 
something e l s e .

Continued on p.13
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O F C H A IR M A N  M A O

SATURDAY Speech 

Slide Show

Discussion

1 8 9 3 - 1 9 7 6

Time and place to be announced

FREE THE FIVE LIBERATION FIGHTERS!

Rafael Cancel Miranda, one of 
the 5 imprisoned heroes of the 
Puerto Rican independence strug­
gle, was taken to San Juan from 
his Marion, 111, prison cell to 
attend the funeral of his father. 
Brought into San Juan stuffed 
into a dog cage still reeking 
from dog waste, Mr. Miranda was 
greeted with a hero's welcome. 
Though 47 years old, imprisoned 
for over 20 years and still 
faced with a 25-75 year sentence, 
Mr. Miranda exhibited an un- 
shakeable stand with the Puerto 
Rican people.

"This is not a time for tears. 
Raise your fists and be strong," 
he shouted to his supporters out­
side the funeral parlor. Ear­
lier, he stated that if ever 
released,the would "continue the 
struggle for the liberty of my 
country, the same as always."

All 5 of the imprisoned heroes 
of the Puerto Rican independence 
struggle have refused to ask for 
pardons on the grounds that that 
would constitute recognition of 
United States sovereignty over 
them. As Andres Figueroa Cord 
dera, another of the 5 Nationa­
lists, said, "The 5 Puerto Ri­
cans will not ask forgiveness 
of anyone, because there is no­
thing to be forgiven. We did 
not shoot up the House of the 
Angels but the den of the ac­
complices of those who commit 
crimes against our people. We 
do not regret that, and we will 
never regret it." Their unwav­
ering strength and spirit are 
an inspiration and shining ex­
ample to those fighting imper­
ialist eppression around the 
world. Que Viva Puerto Rico 
Libre! I

RAFAEL MIRANDA, JAILED PUERTO RICAN HERO 

SPURS SUPPORTERS ON
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M A R X IS M  U N F O L D S  I T S  R ID D L E

MONEY
Wonder’ Bread You Can’t Eat

WHAT IS MONEY?

What is money? Money like every­
thing else in the world has a con­
crete origin, a real history. Money 
does not grow on trees nor does it 
fall from the skies. There are four 
stages of growth in the development 
of money. These stages are linked 
to the change from natural economy 
to commodity economy.

At one time man hunted for his 
own food, made his own tools, etc.
Man produced to satisfy his own 
wants. When a man labored to make 
a knife, the knife has a use value. 
The use value of a knife is to cut 
things. A  thing could have use val­
ue even if it is not a product of 
human labor. For example, fruit 
growing wild has use value because 
it satisfies a human want.

If one man met another man and 
traded his tiger skin for the other's 
extra spears, this exchange took 
place by chance. To the man who 
needs the tiger skin it is worth two 
spears. The value of the skin is 
two spears. In order to get the 
skin the spearman must give up the 
use of his two spears; he gives up 
the use value of two spears. The use 
value of the skin can only be meas­
ured in terms of the use value of 
two spears. It must be measured in 
terms of something other than itself 
since to say the value of one tiger 
skin is one tiger skin doesn't tell 
us anything at all. This form of 
value is known as the elementary, 
single or accidental form.

But how did the skinman and the 
spearman decide that one skin was 
worth two spears instead of one?
What does a tiger skin and a spear 
have in common? Both the skin and 
the spears are products of human 
labor. And since it takes twice as 
much labor to get a tiger skin as it 
takes to make a spear, the value of 
the skin should be twice as much as 
the spear. Thus the amount of human 
labor spent in making a spear decides 
its value, and this value can only 
be measured hi terms of another com­
modity, skins . Only human labor 

can create value.

As one tribe or village comes in­
to more contact with other tribes or 
villages there is more exchange of 
things to meet each others1 needs. 
Exchange is no longer the result of 
an accidental meeting of individuals. 
As exchange grows more widespread 
and regular, the form of value 
changes into what is known as the 
total or expanded form of value.
A whole circle of things can be 
equated to each other. The tiger 
skin can be exchanged for two spears, 

three bowls, a sack of com, etc.
This form of value develops when one 
item, for example, cattle, is as a 
general habit exchanged for a variety 
of other things. In addition, when 
people begin to produce things ex­
pecting to exchange them for other 
things, this represents the end of 
natural economy and the beginning 
of commodity production.

THE WORLD IS SPLIT IN TWO

As the amount of exchange and 
its regularity increases between 
tribes or villages, the former sys­
tem of exchange becomes awkward and 
inconvenient. For the sake of con­
venience and efficiency, cattle, for 
example, becomes the commodity which 
expresses the value of all other 
commodities. Cattle is regularly 
taken in exchange for other commodi­
ties. This is called the general 
or universal equivalent form of 
value.

The value of all commodities is 
measured in terms of one commodity; 
the world is split into two groups, 
the universal equivalent (cattle) 
by itself and all other commodities.

THE MDNEY FORM OF VALUE

The money form of value, the 
fourth stage in theTiistory of money, 
is only slightly different from the 
general form of value. ;-Vhen pre­
cious metals like gold and silver 
become the fixed universal equiva­
lent, when gold and silver become 
the commodity used to express the 
value of all commodities, then the 
general form of value changes into 
the money form of value.

Precious metals such as gold and 
silver replace cattle as the univer­
sal equivalent. Gold is indestruct­
ible, uniform in quality, can be 
divided into infinitely small units, 
and is easily transported. Cattle, 
on the other hand, cannot be divided, 
are not of uniform quality or easily 
transported, and have a limited life.

Money becomes the only and univer­
sal way to express value.

MONEY IS THE MIDDLE MAN BETWEEN 
PRODUCERS

Today a commodity is seldom di­
rectly exchanged for another. A 
shoemaker usually sells his shoes for 
money and then uses this money to buy 
the commodities he needs. Money acts 
as a "middleman" in the exchange of 
commodities. The capitalist sells 
his product for a definite sum of 
money. He uses this money to buy 
new raw materials and machinery, to 
hire workers, to expand production.

As long as commodity production 
exists, money is necessary to serve 
as the middleman between separate, 
individual producers.

The value of a commodity is meas­
ured by a definite sum of money.
This sum of money is called its 
price. If a pair of shoes is bought 
for 20 dollars, its price is 20 dol­
lars which esqiresses its value. How­
ever, if a shoemaker has a pair of 
shoes which no one will buy at any 
price, then the shoemaker has worked 
for nothing.

When a shoemaker cannot sell his 
shoes, then his private, individual 
labor put into making the shoes is 
not recognized by society as labor 
society needs. "Money is the stamp 
with which the market puts its label 
of social recognition on commodities, 
transforming them from products of 
private labor to those of social 
labor.'' (Political Economy,
Leontiev, p. 71) Due to disorgani- 
zation or anarchy in production, the 
shoemaker's labor, raw materials, 
and tools have been wasted. Thus 
money appears to have a life of its 
own, "money talks."

THE "MYSTERY" OF COMMODITY FETISHISM

A shoemaker sells his shoes for 
money and with this money buys 
clothes from a tailor. The tailor 
satisfies the need of the shoemaker 
for clothes. This social connection 
between different producers is re­
vealed in the process of exchange. 
However this production relation 
between people is camouflaged by the 
middleman of money. "Being the high­
est product of the development of 
exchange and of commodity production 
money masks and hides the social 
character of individual labor, the 
social tie between the various pro­
ducers whom the market brings to­

gether." (Karl Marx, Lenin.) Under 
commodity production, relations 
among people appear as relations be­
tween things, as the movement of 
things--money. The social relation 
between the shoemaker and the tailor 
appears as the movement of money 
from the shoemaker to the tailor and 
the movement of clothes from the 
-tailor to the shoemaker.

If the value of a pair of shoes 
expressed in its price is 20 dollars 
and the value of a shirt expressed 
in its price is 10 dollars, then the 
value of the shoes in relation to 
shirts is two shirts. But what the 
value of the pair of shoes really 
represents is the relation between 
the shoemaker and the tailor. This 
value appears as a "natural" prop­
erty of the commodity like size, 

color, weight, etc. Thus it appears 
that the value of a pair of shoes is 
naturally two shirts. The fate of 
the shoemaker is tied closely to the 
fate of his shoes. For the connec­
tion between the shoemaker and the 
rest of the producing world lies in 
his commodity--in its value realized 
on the market. When production re- 
lations between people appear as re­
lations between things and when com­
modities gain such a social power, 
this is called commodity fetishism. 
And this mystifying of commodities 
is most clear when we examine the 
money form of value. Expressions 
such as "money is the root of all 
evil" or "put your money where your 
mouth is" show how money is treated 
as something "alive" and with "mys­
terious" power.

MARX FIRST SOLVED THE "MYSTERY"

Under capitalism all production 
relations among people are hidden by 
the cover of things. The illusion 
caused by conmodity fetishism hides 
the real meaning and character of 
capitalist relations. This is why 
it is important to expose the so- 
called mystery of commodity fetish­
ism that surrounds all relations un­
der capitalism.

Marx was the first to solve this 
bourgeois riddle:

"Political economy begins 
with commodities, begins with 
the moment when products are 
exchanged for one another-- 
whether by individuals or by 
primitive communities. The 
product that appears in ex­
change is a commodity. It is, 
however, a conmodity solely be­
cause a relation between two 
persons or communities attaches 
to the thing, the product, the 
relation between PRODUCER AND 
CONSUMER WHO ARE HERE NO LONGER 
UNITED in the same person. Here 
we have an example of a pecul­
iar fact, which runs through 
the whole of economics and which 
has caused utter confusion in 
the minds of the bourgeois econ­
omists: economics deals not 
with things but with relations 
between persons and in the last 
resort between classes; these 
relations are, however, always 
attached to things and appear 
as things. This INTER-CONNEC- 
T T O N T W C H  IN ISOLATED CASES 
IT IS TRUE has dawned upon 
particular economists, was 
first discovered by Marx as 
obtaining for all political 
economy, whereby he made the 
most difficult question so 
simple and clear that now even 
the bourgeois economists will 
be able to grasp them."
(Ludwig Feuerbach, Engels, 
as quoted in Political Econ­
omy, p. 69.)

CAPITAL, SON OF MONEY

Money plays an important role in 
the change from small-scale produc­
tion to capitalism. At a certain 
stage in the development of commod­
ity production money becomes capital. 
At first money is a means of exchange 
only, the middleman in the process 
of exchanging one commodity for an­
other. A shoe is sold for money in 
order to buy two shirts. The general 
motion of commodity circulation is 
commodity to money to commodity.

When money becomes capital, this 
motion changes. The capitalist 
starts with money and ends up with 
money. He starts out with money, 
buys a thousand pairs of shoes in 
order to sell them for more money 
than he paid. In commodity circula­
tion the shoemaker ends up with a 
qualitatively different commodity, 
a pair of shoes is different from 
shirts. But in capitalism money is 
put into circulation and is taken 
out. Money can only differ in quan­
tity not quality. Thus "the whole 
reason for the existence of capital, 
the whole meaning of its movement, 
is that at the end of this movement 
more money is withdrawn from circu­
lation than was put in at the be­
ginning. The goal of capital is the 
extraction of profit." (Political 
Economy,,Leontiev, p. 8475

How does the capitalist make 
profits? If Rockefeller buys a 
Cadillac and sells it to Morgan 
above its cost price, he gets fat 
off of other capitalists; either he 
paid less than the Cadillac was 
worth or he sold it for more than 
it was worth or both. But the cap­
italist class cannot get rich cheat­
ing itself. Thus Rockefeller has 
to find a commodity that creates 
value while it is being used. This 
commodity is labor power. B



REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH
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FIRST NATIONAL CONGRESS
Unite with militant youth country wide to whip the ruling class and punish their stooges!
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--IS A REVOLUTIONARY MASS. 
ORGANIZATION

--UNITES ALL NATIONALITIES 
(BLACK, LATIN, ASIAN, 
WHITE)

--ORGANIZES AN©-TRAINS 
YOUTH TO MAKE REVOLUTION 
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IN C L U D E S :
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--REPORTS ON STRUGGLES IN: 
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COLLEGES 
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CUTBACKS 
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COME TO

THE FIRST NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE RYL 
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for

!'THE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE THE 
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"THE WORLD IS YOURS, AS WELL AS OURS, BUT 
IN THE LAST ANALYSIS, IT IS YOURS. YOU 
YOUNG PEOPLE, FULL OF VIGOR AND VITALITY, 
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HOPE IS PLACED ON YOU.... THE WORLD 
BELONGS TO YOU."

CHAIRMAN MAO TSETUNG

N.Y.C, N.Y. 10003
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B L A C K O U T  S H E D S  LIGHT
O H  BOP’S C H A U V IN IS M

The recent events of the 
July 13 blackout in New York 
City forced different classes 
and their representatives to 
react. The bourgeoisie lau­
nched a frenzied campaign to 
brand the masses "criminals", 
"animals", and "savages".
The "Communist" Party USA 
showed where they stand -- and 
their fear and hatred of the 
masses and revolution by edi­
torializing: "There is noth­
ing good about looting, whet­
her by Con Ed or by individu­
als."

The "Revolutionary Commu­
nist" Party (RCP) is no dif­
ferent. Long notorious for 
their thoroughly chauvinist 
line and practice, the phoney 
revolutionaries of the RCP 
once again exposed themselves.

In an article on the black­
out in the August issue of 
"Revolution" the RCP slander­
ed the tens of thousands of 
youth, workers, and entire 
families who participated in 
the spontaneous redistribution 
of goods throughout the oppre­
ssed nationality and working 
class neighborhoods of the 
city.

According to the RCP, the 
"masses had to take things in­
to their own hands...by help­
ing each other defend against 
terror like muggings and ar­
son by lumpen elements". But 
when the streets went dark on 
the night of July 13 there 
was not more, but less crime 
against people in the communi­
ty, as even the police them­
selves admitted. This was 
plain to everybody -- every­
body except the RCP, that is. 
By speaking of the "terror" 
(and without once mentioning 
the vicious and brutal terror 
of the state during and after 
the blackout) the RCP echoes 
the chauvinist and racist 
lies of the bourgeoisie that 
when it is dark the masses 
will prey on each other.

According to the RCP, the 
"people in the Black and 
Puerto Rican neighborhoods and 
throughout the city were scar­
ed by the violence". But 
oh-iously it is the self-pro- 
iaimed but sham "communists" 

o f  the RCP who were scared.
B cause in the streets of the
0 iiith Bronx, Harlem, Bushwick
1 id Bedford-Stuyvesant where 
the so-called "looting" was 
taking place, it was like a 
festival where the masses 
took the opportunity to take 
some of the necessities of 
life denied by the capitalist 
system.

According to the RCP, "ca­
ses like the looting in New 
York are often joined in by 
lumpen and criminal elements" 
But by focusing on and play­
ing up the role of the lum­
pen the RCP peddles the bour­
geois line that the actions 
of the masses were no differ­
ent than the individual cri­
mes of the strata of profes­
sional pimps, pushers, and 
robbers. And by playing up 
the "lumpen and criminal ele­
ments" these so-called revo­
lutionaries not only reveal 
their own isolation from the 
masses but also, in fact, 
reveal that they know even 
less than the bourgeoisie 
whose statistics show that 
almost half of the "looters" 
were workers with jobs (not

even counting those unemploy­
ed workers).

IN SPITE OF THEMSELVES

The power of the spontane- 
ouse motion of the oppressed 
masses forced the RCP to call 
the July 13 events "generally 
righteous" (mark that -- 
"generally").

The workers don't forget 
that in the middle of a fierce 
and bitter fight for jobs and 
to defend and extend the union 
in both theory and practice, 
uniting all the workers agai­
nst the state, the bosses, 
and the reactionary contrac­
tion union misleaders, the 
RU was on the sidelines cry­
ing "splitting off our strug­
gles doesn't do us any good," 
and "union busting." They 
don't forget that the RU, 
blinded by their chauvinism 
and worship of motion, prai­
sed to the skies the demonstra 
tion of thousands of construc­
tion workers at City Hall 
two years ago -- without once 
mentioning (much less strug­
gling against) the fact that 
the thrust of the demo (insti­
gated by the union misleaders) 
was to keep minorities out of 
construction and to deport 
"aliens" -- and where some 
even burned an effigy of a 
Latin worker.

Their half-hearted stamp 
of approval, the fact that 
they focus on the "terror" 
and "violence", and on the 
"lumpen and criminal element^' 
betray that they do not and 
cannot stand with the masses, 
and indeed, by not clearly 
standing with the masses, 
condemn their actions. To 
the bourgeoisie it was the 
"Night of the Animals;" to 
the petty-bourgeois outlook 
of the RCP it was "terror and 
violence" -- in spite of 
themselves, their chauvinism 
jumps out.

NO ACCIDENT

I  n May, 1975, over 700 construction workers, Harlem residents and stu­
dents shut down the construction site  at the City College of New York. 
Resisting the goon squads sent in by labor aristocrat Van Arsdale, 
th is  struggle against national oppression and the bourgeoisie's cut­
backs built broad based unity of the national minority communities with 
the multinational working class. The "Revolutionary Communist" Party, 
n owhere to be found during the battle, cried "splittism ."

This chauvinist line is no 
accident. It is a continua­
tion of the rampant chauvini­
sm which has marked the RCP 
since its inception as the 
Revolutionary Union.

Communists, and especially 
those from oppressed nationa­
lities, in the earlier period 
f our movement, had long ago 

condemned the outright chau­
vinism of the Revolution1Uni­
on for its notorious position 
on the forced busing plan.
They totally liquidated the 
special demands of the Afro- 
Aterican national minority as 
being "divisive" and "splitt­
ing."

Minority workers and others 
remember the Revolutionary 
Union's slander and lies dire­
cted against the struggle for 
jobs and against national » 
oppression in the construction 
industry.

They don't forget that the RCP 
called this demonstration an 
example and inspiration to mil­
lions of workers. And while 
these self-avowed communists 
were shamefully tailing the 
backwards workers under the in­
fluence of bourgeois chauvinist

ideology, they were openly at­
tacking the just and correct 
struggle of the minority work­
ers. By telling workers that 
if we take up the fight against 
chauvinism it will split the 
class, the Revolutionary Com­
munist Party sided with the 
labor aristocracy, the bourg­
eois, agents in our ranks, who

pushed that "Black workers are 
taking away our jobs."

It is no wonder that the 
."Revolutionary Communist" Par­
ity's chauvinism has earned it 
the hatred of scores and 
scores of workers and revolu­
tionaries of all nationalities. 

______ (continued on page 14),

Commemorate
National Chicano

In the Chicano National Moratorium of August 29th, 1970, Chicano workers and 
s tudents rose up in a mighty wave against the imperialist Vietnam War and 
demanded an end to national oppression. I t  is  part and parcel of the glorious 
trad ition  of struggle o f the Chicano masses and the entire U.S. working class,'

Moratorium
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M IN E R S
C ontinued  from p .1  
are taking the front ranks in the 
working class counter-offensive 
against the c a n ita lis t  attacks.

This has thrown the monopoly cap­
i t a l i s t s  into a panic. The Bitumi­
nous Coal Operators Association 
(BCOA), the c a p ita lis t  bargaining 
tool on the coal fro n t, have said 
they c a n 't  meet C arte r 's  energy 
goal o f_exceeding 1 b il l io n  tons a 
year i f  the wildcats continue. The 
energy goal is  a cover for war prep­
arations. For th is  they have to 
have steady coal production. This 
means greater control over the min­
ers by BCOA. I t  means they won't 
allow the UMWA any more benefits 
sudi as the Appalachian Regional 
hospital system or improved mine 
safety . The BCOA is  leading a d i ­
rect a ttack  upon the UMWA to bust 
the union's a b il i ty  to  figh t for the 
miners. This is  a dangerous prece­
dent for a l l  workers.

Mine safe ty , the s tr ik e s , the 
hosp ita ls and war preparations are 
a l l  linked together. The system 
cannot provide our c lass with what 
we need and p ro fits  fo r the c a p ita l ­
i s t s  a t  the same time. Their answer 
is  more wars and less health  and 
safety . The in te re s ts  of the two 
classes are d irec tly  opposite. Work­
ers have no in te re s t in  k illin g  oth­
er workers. Opposition to the V iet­
nam War expressed th is .

The miners have taken up th is  
i t  ght despite the union leadership ' s 
e ffo rts  to disorganize and demora­
liz e  the struggle against the BCOA.
In meeting a f te r  meeting in  the coal 
fie ld s the rank and f i l e  have demand­
ed th e ir  d is t r ic t  leaders organize 
the s tr ik e  and t r ip  to  D.C., but the 
misleaders have only echoed the BCOA, 
"Go back to  work and things w ill be 
f in e ."
MINERS DEMONSTRATE IN WASHINGTON -

The s tr ik e  was slow to build  for 
everyone thought surely M iller would 
ca ll the mines out. A fter i t  became 
clear h is stand was with the BCOA, 
1500 miners m ilitan tly  marched on 
D.C. and the UMWA office  on August 
8th. Spontaneously the miners organ­
ized themselves to l e t  Carter and 
M iller know they are t ire d  of being 
wage slaves and th a t they are going 
to  figh t th is  b a tt le . Miners raised  
thousands o f dollars among them- 
selves to  pay for chartered buses 
and auto to  go to  D.C. Some even 
rode th e ir  motorcycles to  get to  the 
Washington demonstration.

When the marchers assembled in 
front o f the UMWA headquarters in 
D.C. the misleaders disorganized the 
group by sending them o ff  in  4 or 5 
contingents. Some to the White 
House, some to the Capitol to get 
the run-around from Congressmen, and 
some to the BCOA. This momentarily 
took the pressure o ff  M iller to  take 
a stand. One Congressman"thanked" 
the miners for keeping him advised 
of the s itu a tio n  in  the mines.

imously passed a reso lu tion  calling  
on s trik in g  miners to return  to  work 
fo r 60 days. To make i t  seem less 
like an outright se ll-o u t, i t  went 
on to say th a t i f  grievances are not 
s e ttle d  w ithin those 60 days, M iller 
would end the contract with BCOA.
But the contract would have ended on 
December 6 anyway. This only allows 
the coal companies to stockpile.
Who does M iller think he 's  fooling?

The miners agree the withholding 
of funds from th e ir  hosp ita ls is  a 
move in i t ia te d  by the BCOA to break 
the union before the December con­
tra c t  ta lk s . The money to  keep the 
hospita ls operating is  administered 
by a board of three people, one from 
the UMW, one from the BCOA and one 
a supposedly neutral party . The 
money is  based on a percentage as­
sessment on tonnage mined. Both 
the health  and retirem ent money is  
controlled by the same board. Miners 
fought tooth and n a il and paid in 
blood for gains such as compensation 
for black lung, pension, retirem ent 
funds and health  benefits . They 
won't l e t  i t  be taken away easy! 
"Re-allocating" the funds is  no an­
swer e ith e r . I f  money is  tran s ­
ferred  from the pension fund into 
the health  fund, lik e  M iller wants, 
a l l  miners especially  pensioners, 
w ill su ffe r. Since the fund also 
subsidizes local c lin ics  and hospi­
ta ls  the cuts w ill mean less s ta f f  
and the th rea ts  of closing. Ambu­
lances have been turned away from 
hospitals and c lin ic s  when miners 
had no cash.

The BCOA wants to  drive the miners 
down on th e ir  knees by the December 
contract ta lk s so they w ill be forced 
to take anything offered. The rank 
and f i l e  wants to  take up the con­
tra c t now in  the summertime when con­
d itions are favorable to  s tr ik e  and 
not in  the middle of w inter. Every- 
time the BCOA picks up a rock to 
throw a t  the miners i t  f a l ls  on th e ir  
own f eet* The determination of the 
miners is  stronger than the trick s  
of the c a p ita lis ts .  But without o r­
ganization, a figh ting  union, workers 
cannot win--as one re tire d  miner said 
in  D.C., " I 'v e  been through b a ttle s  
untold to  get the union in  and I'm 
73 now and I'm s t i l l  fighting  for my 
rig h ts . The union is  a l l  we working­
men have, but we need leadership."

MINERS FIGHT LIKE THE DEVIL FOR 
JUST DEMANDS

Despite M iller, despite the BCOA, 
the rank and f i l e  w ill fig h t to  the 
end for every demand.

**OPEN CONTRACT NOW, BEGIN NEGOTIA­
TIONS IMMEDIATELY!

**MAKE THE COAL OPERATORS PAY FOR 
FULL BENEFITS, FULL COMPENSATION 
FOR THOSE ALREADY PAID OUT!

**TAKE THE NO-STRIKE CLAUSE OUT OF 
THE CONTRACT!

And to the m isleaders, the rank 
f i le  demands:

**ALL OUT CAMPAIGNS TO UNIONIZE WES­
TERN MINES!

**BRING ALL MINERS UNDER ONE CONTRACT! 
**SUPPORT THE WILDCAT, ORGANIZE 

PICKETS, SHUT DOWN ALL MINES!

Like a l l  misleaders they want to 
take our class and deliver i t  up in ­
to the hands of the bourgeois p o li ­
tic ia n s . Instead of turning the UMW 
headquarters into a re a l s tr ik e  head­
quarters, they rip  the heart out of 
rank and f i l e  e ffo rts  with c a lls  of 
more ta lk s with p o litic ian s  and de­
mands to  go back to work.

NEED FOR FIGHTING LEADERSHIP

Considering the union did not 
organize the march on D.C. i t  was 
a success, but everyone agreed that 
what was needed was leadership.
When the gathering o f miners in 
front of the UMWA building grew 
la te r  in  the afternoon, M iller called  
in "sick" and had h is fron t man Vice- 
President-E lect, Church, take the 
heat. M iller and Church are to ta lly  
exposed, one miner sa id , "I wouldn't 
want my children or grandchildren to  
know I voted for a man lik e  M iller.
He knows i f  he shows up in  West 
V irginia we would shoot the bastard ."

As the s tr ik e  mounted and gained 
acmentun, M iller and the union's 
executive board pulled a s lick  one.
Or .August 22, the 24-man board unan­

No demands are met without a figh t. 
The bourgeoisie don 't give nothing 
unless workers fig h t for i t .  This 
s tr ik e  is  going to be long and hard. 
That miner may not want to t e l l  his 
children he voted for M iller, but he 
can surely t e l l  h is children and 
grandchildren about the fighting 
miners bringing the coal c a p ita lis ts  
to th e ir  knees! ■

TUEL
C ontinued  from p .3  

VIGOR AND BOLDNESS.■ ■

The m i l i t a n t s  lau n ch ed  a v i ­
gorous o rg a n iz in g  d r iv e .  But 
w orkers w ere coming in  o n ly  by 
th e  hundreds and n o t en masse by 
th e  th o u sa n d s . So th e  o rg a n iz r  
e r s  took  ou t t h e i r  weapon o f a 
m i l i t a n t  s t r i k e ,  co n v in ced  th a t  
w orkers were open to  s t r i k i n g  
d e s p i te  Gompers' s e l l o u t  "no 
s t r i k e "  program  d u rin g  th e  w ar.

...YIELDED STRIKING RESULTS 

When th e  Chicago p re s s  came

ou t w ith  flam in g  h e a d lin e s  o f 
" S t r ik e  Looms At Y a rd s" , th e  
e f f e c t  was e l e c t r i c a l .  The 
m asses o f  w ork ers  p r a c t i c a l l y  
b roke  down th e  d oo rs to  jo in  
th e  u n io n s . The movement sp re a d  
l ik e  w i l d f i r e .  Tens o f  th o u ­
sands s tream ed  in to , th e  AF o f 
L l o c a l s .

F e a rin g  a n a tio n w id e  s t r i k e  
by th e  pack in g h o u se  w orkers 
w hich w ould b r in g  th e  d i s t r i b u ;  
t io n  o f  m uch-needed fo d d s tu f f s  
to  a g r in d in g  h a l t ,  th e  AFL 
le a d e r s h ip  c o l la b o r a te d  w ith  
th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent to  head 
i t  o f f .  They c a l l e d  f o r  go­
vernm ent m e d ia tio n . Because o f  
th e  o rg a n iz e d  m il i ta n c y  and 
u n i ty  o f  th e  rank  and f i l e ,  
th ey  had to  g iv e  in  to  a m a jo r i ­
ty  o f  th e  w o rk e rs ' demands --  
10 % - 2 5 % wage in c r e a s e ,  8 -h o u r 
day w ith  1 0 -h o u rs ' p a y , e q u a l 
pay f o r  e q u a l w ork , g u a ra n te e  
5 d a y s ' p e r  week d u rin g  s la c k  
s e a s o n , tim e o f f  w ith  pay fo r  
lunch  p e r i o d s , r i g h t  to  o rg a ­
n iz e  and to  p r e s e n t  g r ie v a n c e s ,  
p r in c ip l e  o f  s e n i o r i t y  in  em­
p lo y m en t, no d is c r im in a t io n ,  
and many o t h e r s .

"MOP UP" - -  CARRIED IT THROUGH 
TO THE END

W orkers g re e te d  t h i s  g r e a t  
v ic to r y  w ith  e n th u s ia sm . They 
p oured  in to  th e  un io n s around 
th e  c o u n try  and b u i l t  s o l i d  
o rg a n iz a t io n s  in  every  p l a n t .
But th e  campaign d id  n o t end 
th e r e .  The m i l i t a n t  o rg a n iz e r s  
began t h e i r  jo b  o f  "mopping up'.'. 
They sw ept th ro u g h  hundreds o f 
sm all p a c k e rs  and many s u b s i ­
d ia ry  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  in d u s t r y ,  
such  as r e t a i l  b u tc h e r  sh o p s , 
in d ep en d en t so a p , w ashing  pow­
d e r ,  g lu e ,  c a n n in g , b u t t e r i n e ,  
f e r t i l i z e r ,  c o o p e ra g e , e t c .
The c o n ta g io u s  o rg a n iz in g  fe v e r  
a ls o  sp re a d  to  o th e r  lo c a l  i n ­
d u s t r i e s  l ik e  m achine shops and 
c a r  w o rk s .

200,000 w orkers had come i n ­
to  th e  u n io n s , many o f them u n ­
s k i l l e d ,  im m igran t w orkers as 
w e ll  as n a t iv e  b o rn . 25,000 
o f - th e  new members w ere A fro- 
A m ericans. The v ic to r y  was s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  in  t h a t  i t  was th e  
f i r s t  m a s s -p ro d u c tio n , h ig h ly  
m onopolized in d u s t ry  e v e r  to  
be o rg a n iz e d  by th e  t r a d e  un ions 
a t  t h a t  tim e . A lso  i t  a f f i r m ­
ed th e  c o r r e c t  p o l ic y  o f  w ork ­
in g  w ith in  e x i s t i n g  t r a d e  un ions 
and o f  b d ld ly  ta k in g  ad van tage  
o f  th e  w ar s i t u a t i o n  to  o rg a ­
n iz e  th e  u n o rg a n iz e d .

GREAT STEEL STRIKE, 1919

B u ild in g  on th e  v ic to r y  and 
le s s o n s  o f  th e  pack in g h o u se  
cam paign, F o s te r  im m ed ia te ly  
launched  in to  th e  n e x t b ig ,  u n ­
o rg a n iz e d  and most m onopolized 
o f  a l l  i n d u s t r i e s  - -  s t e e l .
Again th e  scope o f  th e  p la n  was 
b ro a d , i t s  aim am b itio u s  y e t  
r e a l i s t i c .  I t  c a l le d  f o r  a n a ­
tio n w id e  AF o f  L j o i n t  campaign 
o f  a l l  th e  un io n s h av in g  j u r i s ­
d ic t i o n  over w ork ers  in  th e  
s t e e l  in d u s t r y .  I t  was based  
on a b ro ad  i n d u s t r i a l  movement, 
c o v e rin g  th e  w hole in d u s t ry  
from th e  w orkers who p roduced  
th e  raw m a te r ia ls  l i k e  th e  c o a l 
and i r o n  m iners to  th o se  who 
d e l iv e re d  th e  f in i s h e d  p ro d u c ts  
to  th e  r a i l r o a d 's  l ik e  th e  
sw itchm en .
SWEEPING AND HARD-DRIVING 

CAMPAIGNS?
To ta k e  f u l l  ad v an tag e  o f 

th e  war s i t u a t i o n ,  F o s te r  drew 
up a h a r d - d r iv in g , p r a c t i c a l  
p la n  b ased  on a c o n c re te  a s s e s s ­
ment o f  th e  a c tu a l  s i t u a t i o n  
and c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  u n io n '- . 
His p ro p o s a l  c a l l e d  f o r  a w .- i i l -  
w ind cam paign o f  o rg a n iz in g  
s im u lta n e o u s ly  in  a l l  im p o rta n t 
s t e e l  c e n t e r s .  Huge mass m eet­
in g s ,  n o te d  s p e a k e r s ,  b a n d s , 
p a r a d e s , f u l l - p a g e  new spaper 
a d s , e t c .  w ere a l l  to  be used 
to  s e t  th e  m asses in  m o tion .
The f i n a n c i a l  and la b o r  s u p p o r t 
would come from each  un ion  
p le d g in g  2 5 1  fo r  each  o f  i t s  
members from i t s  fu n d s , and 
a l l o c a t in g  3 o r  more o r g a n iz e r s .  
T h is would y ie ld  s e v e r a l  hun ­

d red  th o u san d  d o l l a r s  and a 
hundred  o r  more o rg a n iz e r s  
w hich w ere n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  
b o ld  b u t f e a s ib l e  n a tio n w id e  
cam paign . W ith th e s e  r e s o u r c e s ,  
th e  cam paign co u ld  wrap i t  up 
in  6 w eeks, a f t e r  w hich th e  o r ­
g an ized  w orkers co u ld  send  a 
com m ittee to  th e  s t e e l  t r u s t  
w ith  t h e i r  demands and the  
t h r e a t  o f  a s t r i k e  i f  th e  d e ­
mands were n o t m et.

T his sw eeping p ro p o s a l  was 
r e j e c t e d  by th e  Gompers l e a d e r ­
s h ip .  D e sp ite  t h i s  sa b o ta g e  
from w i th in ,  th e  rank  and f i l e  
a c t i v i s t s  w ent ahead as b e s t  
th ey  co u ld  w ith  th e  a v a i la b le  
r e s o u r c e s .  The r e s u l t  o f  th e  
l im i te d  cam paign showed c l e a r ly  
t h a t  th e  o r ig in a l  p ro p o s a l was 
c o r r e c t .

The a c tu a l  o rg a n iz in g  cam­
p a ig n  had to  be c o n f in e d  to  th e  
Chicago d i s t r i c t ,  b u t th e  o r ­
g a n iz e r s  a p p l ie d  th e  e x a c t same 
m ethods o u t l in e d  in  th e  p ro p o ­
s a l  fo r  a n a t io n a l  cam paign.
They sc o re d  im m ediate s u c c e s s .
15 .000 s t e e l  w orkers a t te n d e d  
th e  1 s t  m eeting  in  Gary and 
th e re  were s im i l a r  mass tu rn o u ts  
in  S outh  C hicago , J o l i e t  and 
In d ia n a  H arbor in  th e  same week. 
S te e lw o rk e rs  were re a d y  and 
open , jo in in g  th e  u n io n s  by
th e  th o u sa n d s . They c o u ld  have 
e a s i l y  s t r u c k  th e  s t e e l  m i l l s  
in  th e  C hicago d i s t r i c t  in  a 
m o n th 's  tim e . And th e y  co u ld  
have re p e a te d  th e  same f e a t  
s im u lta n e o u s ly  in  ev e ry  im por­
t a n t  s t e e l  town a c ro s s  th e  
c o u n try  i f  n o t f o r  th e  t r e a ­
ch e ry  o f  th e  tr a d e  un io n  l e a d ­
e r s  .

A f te r  14 months o f  b i t t e r  
s t r u g g le  and in  th e  fa c e  o f  
th e  most v ic io u s  weapons from 
th e  a r s e n a l  o f  th e  r u l in g  
c la s s  (spy  sy s tem , wage c o n c e s ­
s io n s ,  company u n io n ism , t e r -  
o rism ) a t  l e a s t  250,000 w orkers 
were o rg a n iz e d  in  key p la n t s  in  
th e  main s t e e l  d i s t r i c t s .  Then 
came th e  4-m onth s t r i k e  by
365.000 s t e e l  w orkers in  1919 
- -  a p a ra ly z in g  s t r i k e  o f  such 
m agn itude  t h a t  th e  in d u s t ry  
has n ev er b e fo re  o r  s in c e  e x ­
p e r ie n c e d . A lthough th e  s t r i k e  
u l t im a te ly  f a i l e d ,  a l l  th e s e  
accom plishm en ts t e s t i f i e d  to  
th e  c o r r e c tn e s s  and r e a f f i rm e d  
th e  le s s o n s  o f  th e  p ack inghouse  
cam paign .
GET INTO IMMEDIATE STRUGGLES. 
SCAN THE HORIZONS AND BE WELL- 
GROUNDED

A side from  th e  c o r r e c t  p o l i ­
cy o f  w orking w ith in  e x i s t in g  
u n io n s , th e  o th e r  m ajo r c h a ra c ­
t e r i s t i c  o f  F o s t e r 's  and o th e r  
a c t i v i s t s '  method o f  work was 
t h e i r  im p re ss iv e  h a r d - h i t t i n g  
cam paigns. One th in g  can be 
s a id  ab o u t t h e i r  p la n s  and 
t h e i r  im p lem en ta tio n  - -  th ey  
were b o ld  and a m b itio u s  and 
th e y  c a r r i e d  th ro u g h  w ith  i t .  
B ecause th e  b o ld n e ss  was based  
on so b er and c o ld  a sse ssm e n t o f  
th e  o b je c t iv e  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  
was a ca se  o f  lo o k in g  f a r  and 
aim ing  h ig h  b u t w ith  b o th  f e e t  
p la n te d  f i rm ly  on th e  g round.

T h is le s s o n  we m ust g ra sp  to  
s e t  our s ig h t s  f u r th e r  and 
b ro a d e r . Of c o u rse  t h i s  does 
n o t drop from th e  sk y . We m ust 
d ev e lo p  t h i s  c o n fid e n c e  and 
t r a i n  o t t  s e lv e s  to  a c q u ire  a 
f e e l  fo r  th e  p r a c t i c a l  movement, 
to  tu n e  in to  th e  w av elen g th  o f  
th e  m asses o f  w o rk e rs . The 
b e s t  way to  do t h i s  i s  to  g e t 
in to  th e  im m ediate s t r u g g le s .  
F o s te r  was a b le  to  fo rm u la te  
h i s  b o ld  p la n s  by g e t t i n g  in to  
th e  th ic k  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g le .

The p u rp o se  o f  th e  TUEL was 
tw o fo ld : F i r s t ,  to  work w i th ­
in  and n o t o u ts id e  o f  c o n s e rv a ­
t i v e  u n io n s to  p u t them back 
in to  th e  hands o f  th e  ra n k  and 
f i l e  and g e t  r i d  o f  th e  c o r ru p t  
and t r e a c h e ro u s  un io n  l e a d e r s ,  
l i k e  Gompers o f  th e  AF o f  L. 
Second, to  have a s t ro n g  o rg a ­
n iz a t io n  o f  m i l i t a n t ,  a c t iv e  
e lem en ts  to  push  fo rw ard  th e  
work o f  th e  f i r s t  t a s k .  The 
TUEL a c te d  as a tem porary  base 
o f  o p e r a t io n s  s in c e  th e  r e a c ­
t io n a r y  to p  un io n  le a d e r s h ip  
was e n tre n c h e d  in  th e  o f f i c i a l  
un ion  m ach in e ry . Cont. next page.
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TUEL
TUEL -- ORGANIZATION FOR ACTIVE 
WORKERS

The TUEL was the  a p p ro p r ia te  
o rg a n iz a t io n  form to c lo th e  the 
con ten t  o f  the work the m i l i ­
t a n t s  were ca r ry in g  o u t .  I t  was 
a co ncre te  s tep  in  c o r re c t in g  
a gross weakness in  the pack ­
inghouse and s t e e l  campaigns.
In both c a se s ,  th e re  was no o r ­
ganized form fo r  the m i l i t a n t s  
to l i n k  themselves up nor to 
l in k  up w ith  the  rank and f i l e  
workers in  o th e r  p l a n t s .  The 
r e s u l t  was t h a t  while the rank 
and f i l e  a c t i v i s t s  gave the 
whole s t im u lus  and m i l i t a n t  
l e a d e r s h ip  to the n a t io n a l  cam­
p a ig n s ,  the a c tu a l  c o n t ro l  o f  
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  unions in v o lv ­
ed remained in  the  hands of 
r e a c t io n a ry  AFL o f f i c i a l s .
They had to  r e ly  on the union 
b u re au c ra ts  to ge t  in  touch 
with  the  mass base .

RELATION BETWEEN TUEL AND 
MASSES

The p o l ic y  o f  the  TUEL show­
ed t h a t  i t  took t h i s  le s so n  to 
h e a r t .  The TUEL was an o rg a n iz a ­
t io n  fo r  the  m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i s t s  
in  the  working c la s s  movement.
I t  was no t a mass o rg a n iz a t io n  
but i t s  work was among the  mass­
es and in  mass o rg a n iz a t io n s  
l ik e  t r a d e  un ions . The m i l i ­
t a n t s  were kept among the  mass­
es a t  a l l  c o s t s .  They c a r r i e d  
t h e i r  propaganda r i g h t  in to  the 
m idst o f  the w orkers ' o rg a n iz a ­
t io n s  and s t r u g g le s .  They aim­
ed to  secure  the support  of the 
mass of workers hy tak in g  the 
lead  in  a l l  t h e i r  b a t t l e s ,  by 
showing in  the  hea t  o f  c la s s  
s t ru g g le  t h a t  t h e i r  th e o r i e s ,  
t a c t i c s ,  and o rg a n iz a t io n  forms 
were the b e s t  fo r  the whole 
working c la s s  movement. In 
t h i s  way, the g r ip  o f  the r e a c ­
t io n a ry  bureaucracy who now 
s t r a i t j a c k e t  and p a ra ly ze  the 
trad e  unions w i l l  be broken, 
and the co n t ro l  o f  these  o rg a ­
n iz a t io n s  w i l l  pass in to  the 
hands of the m i l i t a n t s  who w i l l  
s t im u la te  and develop them.

The m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i s t s  were 
a m in o r i ty  but they were of 
supreme importance to  the  lab o r  
movement, c a r ry in g  on the v i t a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  when the  g re a t  mass­
es o f  workers were u s u a l ly  i n ­
a c t iv e .  This m i l i t a n t  m inor i ty  
was the  th in k in g  and a c t in g  p a r t  
o f  the working c l a s s .  I t  work­
ed out the f i g h t in g  programs 
and took the lead  in  implement­
ing them. I t  was so a t  t h a t  
time and i t  i s  s t i l l  t ru e  today. 
The m i l i t a n t  m in o r i ty  i s  the 
h e a r t  and b ra in  and nerves of 
the lab o r  movement no t only in  
t h i s  coun try  but a l l  over the 
w o r ld .

In England, Germany and 
o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  wi-th s trong  
lab o r  movements, the  m i l i t a n t s  
have remained w ith in  the  old  
tra d e  unions and ac ted  as the 
p r a c t i c a l  t e a c h e r s ,  s t im u la to r s ,  
and le a d e rs  o f  the masses. 
Therefore they have been ab le  
to communicate to  the  masses 
something o f  t h e i r  own u n d er ­
s tan d in g  and re v o lu t io n a ry  
f ig h t in g  s p i r i t  to make t h e i r  
movements f l o u r i s h  and p ro g re s s .

ACTIVE AND ADVANCED WORKERS

Some o f  these  a c t iv e  workers 
a re  advanced w orkers. They 
have i n q u i s i t i v e  and p h i lo s o ­
p h ica l  minds, and a c t iv e ly  seek 
ou t so c ia l i sm ,  and are  open to 
s tudy ing  the r e v o lu t io n a ry  
theory  of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tse-tung Thought and to  fo l lo w ­
ing communist l e a d e r s h ip .  Their 
scope i s  broad and can see b e ­
yond t h e i r  own o p p re ss io n ,  l in k  
i t  up w ith  o th e r  workers, op ­
p ressed  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and op­
p ressed  people around the 
world.

But th e re  are  o th e rs  who 
are middle but n e v e r th e le s s  
s taunch  tra d e  union f i g h t e r s .
They are  not immediately down 
to check out w h a t 's  so c ia l ism .
In t h i s  p e r io d ,  given the  
s t a t e  of  fu s io n  between the 
P a r ty  and the working c la s s  
movement, they are  not neces- 
a r i l y  w i l l in g  to  go under 
communist l e a d e r s h ip .  But 
these  workers are  down, to  get 
workers to  jo in  the un ions, 
to bu ild  them up.
They f i g h t  the bosses to  make 
them s t i c k  to the c o n t r a c t .
They f ig h t  the union hacks to 
give workers t h e i r  say a t  
union meetings and the  r i g h t  to 
vote on agreements. They w i l l  
lead  walkouts and s t r i k e s .
They are the s ta b le  cores of  
mass caucuses and committees 
in  the  workplaces. T h e y ' l l  
take  up g rievances  o f  workers 
and workers w i l l  come to them 
when th e y ' r e  l a i d  o f f  o r  h a r a s s ­
ed by the foremen. Many are  
shop s tew ards .  They are  f i g h t ­
e rs  fo r  t r a d e  union democracy. 
They have o rg a n iz a t io n  co n sc io u s ­
ness in  the  form o f  a staunch 
c la s s  s tand  which can develop 
in to  communist consciousness  
under the  le a d e rsh ip  of the 
P a r ty .

The p r i o r i t y  of  the  P a r ty  in  
t h i s  p e r io d  i s  co n cen tra ted  a t  
the  advanced. But these  o ther  
a c t iv e  workers must a lso  be 
t r e a s u re d ,  n u r tu red  and deve­
loped. They w i l l  work as hard 
as advanced workers to  b u i ld  
the  caucuses and r e a l l y  make 
them broad through t h e i r  t i e s  
and networks with  the  masses 
o f  workers. They a lso  help 
draw out o th e r  advanced workers.

TUEL BUILT REPUTATION THROUGH 
HARD WORK AND TIME

Communists l i k e  F os te r  and 
o th e r  m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i s t s  l ik e  
Johnstone came out o f  and were 
f irm ly  roo ted  in  the t rad e  
union movement of  t h e i r  time. 
Through t h e i r  a c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a ­
t io n  in  t h a t  movement they  
helped to b u i ld  the p r e s t i g e  
and f ig h t in g  r e p u ta t io n  of the 
TUEL on which i t  launched i t s  
l a t e r  o rg an iz in g  work. Their 
h i s to r y  o f  work and the  s tro n g  
t i e s  they have w ith  the masses 
o f  workers accounted fo r  the 
success o f  the  TUEL. There is  
no s h o r tc u t  to winning the con­
fidence  and love of the masses.

The same i s  t ru e  today.
These s t ru g g le s  in the  p a s t  and 
today make up the working 
c la s s  movement. I t  has a r i c h  
h i s to r y  w ith  many m iles tones  
l i k e  the  F l i n t  sitdown s t r i k e ,  
the San F rancisco  genera l  s t r i k e  
o f  1934, Haymarket Square I n c i ­
d e n t ,  the D e t ro i t  R evo lu tiona ­
ry  Union Movement and produced 
working c la s s  heroes l i k e  B i l l  
Haywood, and William Z. F o s te r .  
The demand fo r  the 8-hour day 
was a n a t io n a l  and i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  movement of  the  working 
c l a s s ,  and the s tu rg g le  fo r  i n ­
d u s t r i a l  unions was a n a t io n a l  
working c l a s s  movement. J u s t  
as consc iousness  a g a in s t  n a ­
t io n a l  o ppress ion  forges  n a ­
t i o n a l  movement to g e th e r ,  so 
the spontaneous t rad e  union 
consciousness  forges  the work­
ing c la s s  movement to g e th e r .

There i s  a lab o r  movement 
in  the  mines and m i l l s  around 
d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e s ,  mainly around 
s t ru g g le s  fo r  economic demands. 
At the  head of t h i s  movement 
i s  a group of a c t iv e  m i l i t a n t s .  
They must be i d e n t i f i e d  and 
worked w ith  through g e t t i n g  i n ­
volved in  t h i s  movement.

Laying the  b a s is  fo r  an o r ­
g a n iz a t io n  l ik e  the TUEL should 
begin now. B uild ing  rank and 
f i l e  caucuses through tak in g  
the lead  in  the b a t t l e s  of  the 
c l a s s ,  r a l l y i n g  the advanced 
and a c t i v i s t s  i s  the only way 
to pave the  way fo r  the  forma­
t io n  of such an o rg a n iz a t io n .  
This w i l l  in  tu rn  serve  the 
growth, o f  the  working c la s s  
movement, in  tak in g  back our

unions, and in  o rg an iz in g  the 
unorganized. H a rd h i t t in g  and 
sweeping campaigns l ik e  the ones 
in  the  packinghouse and s t e e l  
in d u s t r i e s  can succeed only 
where t h e y ' r e  b u i l t  on good, 
s o l id  rank and f i l e  base work, 
done over a p e r io d  of tim e. I t  
i s  through en tren ch in g  among 
the  masses and d igging  deep in 
the  day -to -day  work and immedi­
a te  s t ru g g le s  t h a t  broad cam- 
paigns w i l l  y ie ld  f r u i t  ,|gj

Philosophy
Continued from p .7

For example, in  p r im i t iv e  
s o c ie ty ,  where people produce 
only what they themselves r e ­
qu ire  to l i v e ,  commodity ex ­
change ( the  exchange o f  w h a t 's  
l e f t  over from s u b s is te n c e )  is  
a c c id e n ta l .  But in  h igher  s o ­
c i e t y ,  l ik e  c a p i t a l i s m  today , 
t h i s  commodity exchange deve­
lops from t h i s  " a c c id e n ta l"  
exchange and becomes in e v i t a b l e .  
In the  same sense ,  the  " a c c i ­
den ts"  of those l i k e  Son o f  Sam 
are  a form of the i n e v i t a b le  
decay of the f a b r i c  o f  c a p i t a l ­
i s t  s o c ie ty .  However these  
"a c c id e n ts "  become more and more 
an in e v i t a b le  p a r t  o f  the  f a ­
b r i c  i t s e l f  as c a p i ta l i s m  con­
t in u e s  to decay. There w i l l  
always be Sons of Sam under 
c a p i ta l i s m  and th e re  w i l l  be 
many more l i k e  him, e s p e c i a l l y  
as the c a p i t a l i s t  media c o n t i ­
nues to promote him as a news­
worthy commodity.

The reason  we want to under ­
s tand  the r e l a t i o n s  between 
a c c id e n ta l  occurrences  and i n ­
e v i t a b le  t ren d s  i s  to  be able 
to a p p re c ia te  a c c id e n ta l  phe ­
nomena and unders tand  t h e i r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  A c o r r e c t  under ­
s tand ing  w i l l  enable  us to  
make a good a n a ly s i s  o f  va r ious  
a c c id en ta l ,  th in g s  so t h a t  we 
can avoid the harmful a cc id en ts  
and use the advantageous ones 
to  push the ta sk  o f  making re -

PANAMA
Continued from p.6

But the effect on public opinion 
is exactly the same as the support 
of the treaty--to build up supnort 
for U.S. imperialism. Carter's 
angle is to give U.S. imperialism a 
tace l if t ,  to make i t  look like the 
defender of human rights and friend 
of the Third World. Reagan's is to 
directly whip up reactionary p a tr i ­
otism against the Third World, an­
nealing to imperialist organizations 
like the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and the American Legion.

"DECOLONIZATION" OR SLICK TRICK?

Carter is  going a l l  out to sell 
the treaty to the U.S. masses, say­
ing that i t ' s  an act of decoloniza­
tion, a gracious and of course "mor­
al" act on the nart of U.S. imperi­
alism.

I t  is nothing of the kind. U.S. 
imperialism retains control for 23 
more years while saying they are 
giving i t  u p , and keeps their troops 
there while saying that they are go­
ing to remove them, "at their own 
discretion." The U.S. retains the 
"right" to intervene arb itra ri ly  to 
"protect" the Canal.

Once the ink dries on the treaty, 
nothing changes except that the U.S. 
hands over a $10 million check to 
the Panamanian government every year 
instead of one for $2 million (a drop 
in the bucket for U.S. imperialism 
which saves business billions by 
operating the Canal I))! And this is  
over and above i t s  value as a mili­
tary base to carry out aggression 
against the rest of Latin America, 
to keep U.S. sunerexploitation of 
these countries going.

The Panamanian masses know that 
the only way to kick out U.S. impe­
rialism from Panama is through peo­
p le 's  war. But the dictator Torrijos

who led the Panamanian National 
Guard in brutally suppressing the 
people's struggle against U.S. impe­
rialism in 1964, says that i t ' s  e i ­
ther the slow way over a generation,

' living with the treaty as a pebble 
in the shoe, or the quick way, l ib ­
eration war, with a "high price in 
blood.”

The present treaty, however, will 
not liberate Panama--fast or slow.
To trust the U.S. imperialists to 
come through because they signed a 
piece of paper is to trust  a thief 
with your l i f e  savings. Everyday, 
the Panamanian people are already 
paying with their blood, sucked out 
of them by the superexploitation of 
U.S. imperialism, and suffer the 
national disgrace of having a foreig , 
flag flying on their native soil and 
a foreign army occupying their  count n;

One more day of the U.S. occupation 
is  too long. The only way to get 
ticks out, especially big ticks like 
U.S. imperialism or Soviet social- 
imperialism, is to bum them out.
This is  the way the Panamanian people 
will deal with the imperialists--with 
the flames of war of national liber­
ation, freeing their country forever-

YOUNG
Continued from p.6 
Union to get bogg in a Viet­
nam of their own, where they will 
get exposed, while the U.S. will 
stay in the background, sending aid 
under cover, like sending "non-mili­
tary aid" to Zaire or by sending i t  
through third countries. With the 
Soviet Union intervening, they will 
be opposed by the national bour­
geoisie and the masses of those 
Third World countries and get further 
exposed as an imperialist power.

There is nothing wrong with Third 
World countries receiving aid from 
the superpowers, exploiting the con­
tradiction among the superpowers and 
the country pursues a policy of self- 
reliance. But i f  these countries 
become dependent on i t ,  not only 
will they lose economic independence, 
as Cuba has, but also politica l 
independence.

Young's tr ip  clearly shows that 
the struggles of the Third World 
have pushed the U.S. into having to 
fight for i t s  own backyard with the 
Soviet social-imperialists. The U.S. 
imperialists are taking the in i t i a ­
tive, true, but in the context of 
increasing offensive by the Soviet 
Union a ll  over the world. While 
Andy Young takes a Caribbean cruise, 
i t  certainly is no vacation from 
the global contention of the two 
superpowers.H
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B L A C K O U T
(continued from page 11)

It is no wonder that given its 
chauvinist line of liquidating 
the national struggle in the 
name of class struggle, it has 
virtually no influence-- much 
less leadership-- in the na­
tional movement. By crying 
that the special demands of 
oppressed nationalities are 
"divisive", the "Revolutionary 
Communist" Party pits the na­
tional struggle against the 
class struggle, treacherous­
ly attempting to justify 
their chauvinism theoreti­
cally.

The "Revolutionary 
Communist" Party uses the 
working class movement to 
deny the revolutionary po­
tential of the national 
movement. Their vulgar 
view that "all nationalism 
Ls nationalism" (as they 
said in Red Papers S) in 
fact liouidates the revo- 
Lutionary content and 
essence of the national 
question. In fact their 
line sabotages the dev­
elopment of both the nat­
ional and the workers 
struggle.

The legacy of their chauv.i - 
nism, as well as their histori­
cally incorrect lines on party- 
building and the role of theory,, 
has spread around the country. 
.An! this has left the "Revolu­
tionary Communist" Party like 
'dried, beached fish."

• After ramming into a 
wall and getting booted 
out of the workers move­
ment, and haunted by its
total isolation in the 
rational movement, the 
"Revoluzionary Communist"
Party has recently taken to all 
sorts of desperate flipping to 
prolong its life.

Thus from yesterday denoun­
cing the organization and strug­
gle of the minority construc­
tion workers, the "Revolutionary 
Communist" Party today has

shamelessly asked(after watch­
ing them grow and flourish) to 
be admitted to the exact same 
organization and struggle.
Thus from yesterday holding the 
position that the African Lib­
eration Support Committee was 
a thoroughly reactionary bourg­
eois nationalist formation, it 
today has put together a bogus 
coalition around this year's 
African Liberation Day and con­
tinues- -along with the notori­
ous careerist elements in the 
"Revolutionary" Workers Congress 
to engage in all sorts of self-­
serving and counter-revolution* 
ary manuevering to try to wreck 
'the ALSC.

This 180 degree flip-flop ex­
presses the same instability of 
principle which led them to re­
verse the verdict on the role 
of Soviet Social imperialism-- 
dropping their opposition to 
both superpowers in southern 
Africa and around the world fof 
ten months,, and just as readily 
picked it up again when trying 
to get into the ALSC.

The example of their posit­
ion on the TV movie ROOTS 
again reveals their complete 
about-face. From their pre­
viously 1iquidationist posi­
tion on the national question 
they flipped to singing end­
less praises to ROOTS -- call­
ing it a "great contribution".

In the vain hope that it 
will increase its influence in 
the Afro-American national move­
ment the "Revolutionary Commun­
ist" Party hails this gross 
distortion of the Afro-American 
people's history of struggle, 
packaged in the form of an 
above-class pride in one's " 
"roots". While ROOTS pushed 
the sinister themes of bourgeois 
democratic illusions and non­
violence, the petty-bourgeois 
nationalism of "hate whitey" 
and "like sticks to like" and 
an elitist disdain for the 
masses. The "Revolutionary- 
Communist" Party called this 
"a powerful force in fighting

some long standing myths about 
slavery".

But aside from this chau­
vinist line which trumpets to 
the sky this, the bourgeois­
ie's slicker and more advanced 
piece of counter-revolutionary 
propaganda, the "Revolutionary 
Communist" Party's analysis of 
ROOTS also reveal their to­
tal.isolation from the Afro-
American masses.

It writes
that ROOTS "refutes the modern 
and scientific myths of the 
Black family and Black people 
(like the Moynihan Report writ­
ten by the New York Senator), 
which portrays Blacks as having 
no family feelings or ties."
The fact that the "Revolution­
ary Communist" Party feels it 
must polemicize against the 
Moynihan Report reflects more 
on what the "Revolutionary 
Communist" Party is .thinking 
than anything else. Just as 
the"Revolutionary Communist" 
Party substituted its own fears 
when it said in their article 
on the blackout that the "mas­
ses were scared", so too they 
are substituting their own view 
of reality when they say that 
"ROOTS refutes ... Blacks hav­
ing no family feelings or ties" 
The Afro American masses were 
never taken in- by Moynihan's 
blatantly chauvinist trash.
And yet these impostors claim 
to be the spokespersons for 
the Afro American masses.

This again is the same "Rev 
olutionary Communist" Party 
chauvinism which jumped out -- 
in spite of themselves -- in 
calling the masses "lumpen" and 
"criminal elements". It is 
the same deep-seated chau­
vinism which has been the 
historical characteris­
tic of the "Revolutionary 
Communist" Party and the same 
chauvinism, though in different 
form, as they desperately 
maneuver in their attempt to 
acquire inlluence in the nat­
ional movement. ■'
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sBqsxunuioo sopxqasd A sauoxoBzxuBSao
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■  •SBq-TTFJTdBb 
sox t Bqoaxxp Bsouauit tun 

xas apapnd outnuaS Bqsxuniuoo
opxqxBd xsp .oiBfspix xo oCu 

• SBpXUIXXdo SapBpTXBUOTOBU 
SBX X Bjstqo aSBpO ®X sqts OX 

uaxquiBq. X aqns ox BtsanSxnq v \  
•sauoStdB sox outoo soxuapxoux 

xod sopBsnBO soauBiuodsa soqua 
-TurexuBAax sbui upxqBH -uots 

-axdo bx exquoo UBXBquBAax as 
SBSBUI SBX 8nb Z8A BUIXXXn BT 

Btas xu Bxauixxd ex sa on Bqsg 
•bxbxo uaxq Bisa bsoo buq

•,,uaxq Bqsa,, 
souixoap is o ,,uoxBSBd as,, 

,,axqxxxaq sa,, souixoap is lasspo 
ap pBpaioos bx us soauBquod 

-sa soxuaiuiBquBAax uotonxoAaa 
BX B S 0UI9A OfflOD ‘UOTOISOd A 

bxsta ap oqund ap uotqsano Bun 
sa aquaptsajd x8 °flP omoq

• OUiS
-lunrnoo soqjatqB sbui A sbui 
UBqsa A ouisTiBiidBO x3P Xtui111 
-tjo aquauiBtapBptaA uoiobuiui 

-op BX OJBXO SBUI U8A SBSBUI SBX
XBno ua oduiaiq un ua SBiJoqoTA 

SBUI B SBSBIU SBX OpUBtnS ‘BX 
-JBUoxonxo/vaj; Bxonasa ns opusz 
-XB Bqonx bi ua aquauiBpunjoxd 
somaqaiu sou o ‘,,uo.xBSBd as,, 

anb o ,,axqi-xxaq,, uos anb opu 
-axoxp soausquodsa sojob opBxa 
-unuap sbsbui sbx ap souiBtBdas 
sou :bxbxo sa BqunSa.td aj

• snpx-.utxdo SapBUOtJEU SBTJ 
-ouxui sap A Btaxqo asuxa e \ ap 
oquauixAotu xt oqexapxp apxBp / 

xapuaxduioa xapod BXBd BqaxauoD 
Bxxoqsxq ns A ‘soqaxouoa saXap 

sns xapuaxduioa anb souausq A 
soauBquodsa soquaxuiBquBAax ap 
opBxpnsax b axxnao uoxsunjuoo 
oqanM •UBnjoB sasBpa sbtxba 

ouio3 aquauiBXBta souita ‘oa 
-tI3B oiuaxuixAoui ua sasnpa ssp 
sboox uo3 • soqnniu uos oquaxui 
-BxuBAap xsp sauoxDoax ssq
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