
OUR LINE ON THE CENTRAL TASK

BUILD THE VANGUARD 
COMMUNIST PARTY

The t a s k  o f  r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  a 
g e n u i n e  v a n g u a r d  p a r t y  o f  t h e  p r o l e 
t a r i a t  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and i t s  
m i s s i o n  in  l e a d i n g  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  and 
a l l  e x p l o i t e d  and o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e s  o f  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  in  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  
and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r 
s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  i s  a t a s k  o f  

" d e c i s i v e  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  

v i e w  o f  t h e  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  move
m e n t , "  ( S t a l i n ,  Speeches  t o  t h e  
CPUSA) M o r e o v e r ,  i t  i s  our;  r e s o l u t e
o b l i g a t i o n  as  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  t o  r e 
a l i z e  t h a f  when a r e v o l u t l o n a r y  c r i s i s

d e v e l o p s  i n  A m e r i c a  -  as i t  s u r e l y
w i l l  -  M w i l l  h e r a l d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f
t h e  end o f  w o r l d w i d e  c a p i t a l i s m  as a
w h o l e ,  and an o p e n i n g  o f  a new e r a  in
t n e  h i s t o r y  o f  m a n k in d

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  
t h a t  a p a r t y  be b u i l t  in  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  w h i c h  i s  f u l l y  p r e p a r e d ,  i d e o 
l o g i c a l  I y , t h e o r e t i c a I  I y , p o l i t i c a l l y ,

and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y ,  o f  a s s u m in g  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  im p e n d in g  c r i s i s  
T h e r e  m u s t  be no l i m i t  t o  t h e  s a c r i 
f i c e  we a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  make in  o r d e r  
t o  a s s u r e  t h e  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  t h a t  day 
O ur  p a r t y  m us t  f o r g e  r e a l  r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y  c a d r e s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r -

E D I T O R I A L i

s h i p ,  based upon M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  
Mao T s e -T u n g  T h o u g h t  as o u r  g u i d e  t o  
a c t i o n ,  c a p a b l e  o f  l e a d i n g  t h e  m i l l i o n s
o f  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  and t h e i r  a l l i e s  in
t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  o v e r t h r o w  c a p i t a l  and
f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r 
s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t

The P a r t y  i s  t h e  o r g a n i z e r  o f  a l l  
o u r  v i c t o r i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  m us t  be
h a r d e n e d  in  s t r u g g l e ,  d i s c i p l i n e d ,
c e n t r a l i z e d ,  and c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e
masses

The P a r t y  i s  t h e  v a n g u a r d  o f  
t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  and c o n 
s i s t s  o f  t h e  b e s t ,  m o s t  c l a s s  
c o n s c i o u s ,  m o s t  a c + i v e ,  and 
t h e  m os t  c o u r a g e o u s  members 
o f  t h a t  c l a s s  I t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  
t h e  w h o l e  body o f  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  s t r u g g l e
B a s i n g  i t s e l f  upon t h e  r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y  t h e o r y  o f  M a rx i s m
and r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l

and l a s t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  o f
t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g
c l a s s ,  t h e  P a r t y  p e r s o n i f i e s
t h e  u n i t y  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n
p r i n c i p l e s ,  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n
w i l l  a n d / o r  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e 
v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  I t  i s  a

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
bound by i r o n  d i s c i p l i n e  and 
s t r i c t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r u l e s  o f  
d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m ,  w h i c h  
ca n  be c a r r i e d  o u t  t h a n k s  t o  
t h e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  v a n g u a r d ,  t o  
i t s  Io y a  f y  t o  t h e  r e v o I u -  
t i o n ,  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  
u n b r e a k a b l e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  p r o 
l e t a r i a n  masses and t o  i t s
c o r r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
w h i c h  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  v e r i f i e d  
and c l a r i f i e d  by t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
o f  t h e  masses t h e m s e l v e s

(PROGRAM OF THE COMMUNIST INTER
NATIONAL, 1928,  C h a p t e r  6 ,
P a r t  2 )

T h e r e  has n o t  been s u c h  a u n i o n  o f  
t h e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s  a d v a n c e d  f i g h t e r s  
f o r  t h e  e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  f o r  r o u g h l y  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  s i n c e  
t h e  t r e a c h e r o u s  b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  CPUSA 
t o  t h e  hands o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s e

We sa y r o u g h l y  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  be 
c a u s e  a d e f i n i t i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  d e 
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  CPUSA has y e t  t o  be 
c o n d u c t e d  by M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  B u t  
one  t h i n g  i s  c l e a r ,  and t h a t  i s  t h a t

(Cont p 4)

SMASH THE OLD •
BUILD THE NEW

A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n is t s  t o d a y  f a c e  a t u r n 
i n g  p o i n t

On t h e  one h a n d , t h i s  i s  a p e r i o d  o f  
g r e a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t o r m s  in  t h e  w o r l d .  
The s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  l a s t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  

y e a r s  have  b o r n  t h e  f r u i t  o f  one o f  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  r e a l i g n m e n t s  o f  f o r c e s  1 he 
w o r l d  has e v e r  known Many o f  t h e  h i s 
t o r i c  p r e d i c t i o n s  o f  M a r x ,  E n g e l s ,  Le
n i n ,  S t a l i n  and Mao Tse  Tunq have  come 
t r u e  b e f o r e  o u r  v e r y  e y e s  In  t h e  l a s t  
few mon ths  a l o n e ,  w i t h  t h e  j u s t  r e c o g n i 
t i o n  o f  t h e  PLO in  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  
t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  V ie t n a m  and C a m bod ia ,  
and t h e  in d e p e n d e n c e  v i c t o r i e s  o f  G u in e a  
B i s s a u ,  Cape V e r d e ,  Mozambique and An
g o l a ,  we see t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  f i v e  
h u n d re d  y e a r s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and o p 
p r e s s i o n  b e i n g  t u r n e d  i n t o  ashes

The e x p l o i t e d  and o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e s  o f  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  and r e v i s i o n i s t  c o u n t r i e s  
a r e  a d v a n c i n g  s t e a d i l y  on many f r o n t s

The w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s
a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  f i e l d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h r o u g h  s t r i k e s ,  a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l

R e v o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  main  t r e n d  in  t h e  
w o r l d  t o d a y '

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , w he re  t h e r e  i s  r e 
v o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n  

A l t h o u g h  i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  m o r i b u n d  c a p i 
t a l i s m  ( i n  a d y i n g  s t a t e ) ,  i t  i s  n o t  y e t  
dead c a p i t a l i s m  The t w o  g r e a t  s u p e r 
p o w e rs  a r e  p u r s u i n g  a s t r a t e g y  ( 1 )  t o  

i n t e n s i f y  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and o p p r e s 
s i o n  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r l d ,  ( 2 )  t o  e x t e n d  
and i n t e n s i f y  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
s e c o n d a r y  c a p i t a l i s t  p o w e r s ,  and ( 3 )  t o
s h i f t  t h e  b u rd e n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s  
o n t o  t h e  b acks  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s

E v e r y w h e r e ,  we can see t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  even  g r e a t e r  b a t t l e s  a -  
h e a d ,  i n  i t s  doomed b u t  d e s p e r a t e  e f 
f o r t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  r o t t e n  hegemony o f  
m o n o p o ly  c a p i t a l i s m  w o r l d w i d e  H i s t o r i 
c a l l y ,  a l l  r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  on t h e  (Cont
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v e r g e  o f  e x t i n c t i o n  c a r r y  on a l a s t  d e s 
p e r a t e  e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  r e v o l u t i o n  I t  i s  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  e v e r y  d y i n g  and d e c a d e n t  
c l a s s  t o  become e v e r y  b i t  more f e r o c i o u s  
as i t  s i n g s  i t s  f i n a l  swan song  Fas 
c i s m  and w a r  a r e  no i d l e  t h r e a t s ,  b u t  a 
g r e a t  d a n g e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d

In  num ero us  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  t h e   ̂
r e f o r m i s t s  and r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  w o r k i n g  

hand in  hand w i t h  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n ,  
m an eu ve r  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  and c o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s  In I t a l y ,  t h e  r e 
v i s i o n i s t  Com m un is t  P a r t y  o f  I t a l y  e -  

q u a t e s  s o c i a l i s m  w i t h  m a k in g  t h e  t r a i n s  

ru n  on f  ne and speaho c f  s h a r i n g  c o w e r  
w i t h  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  In  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  CPUSA pushes t h e  

r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e  o f  d e t e n t e  as i t s  
" a n t i - m o n o p o l y  c o a l i t i o n "  d e n i e s  t h e  ne 
c e s s i t y  f o r  armed s t r u g g l e  and t h e  d i c 

t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t
The s h a r p e n i n g  o f  each  o f  t h e  f o u r  b a 

s i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  in  t h e  w o r l d  b r i n g s  
w i t h  i t '  b o t h  r e v o l u t i o n  and c o u n t e r r e v o 
l u t i o n  In t h e  age o f  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  when 

t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  a l r e a d y  
r o t t e n  r i p e  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  i s  t h e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  
( l e a d e r s h i p ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and r e v o l u -  
+ i o n a r y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s )  w h i c h  w i l l  d e t e r 
mine w h e t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n  o r  c o u n t e r r e v o l 
u t i o n  w i l l  w in  o u t  in  t h e  im m e d ia te  p e r -

1 O d  at c d Q

THE CLASS STRUGGLE
AM  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  in  

s o c i e t y  as a w h o le  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  
t w o  l i n e  s t r u g g l e s  g o i n g  on w i t h i n  t h e  
w o r k e r s  and c o m m u n is t  movement The de
v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  and c o m m u n is t  
movement g ro w s s t r o n g  e v e r y w h e r e  in  com
b a t  a g a i n s t  r e f o r m i s m  and r e v i s i o n i s m  -  
t ^ c  main  i d e o l o g i c a l  i p f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
o o u r g e o i s i e  upon t h e  masses

'vh e t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  o p p o r t u n i s m  
d a t e s  b a c k  t o  M a rx ,  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  

f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  in  t h e  
S o v i e t  U n io n ,  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  d e g e n e r a 
t i o n  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
modern r e v i s i o n i s m  became t h e  g r e a t e s t  
o b s t a c l e  t o  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and r e q u i r e d  
t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  o p p o r t u n i s m  
be e l e v a t e d  t o  a new p l a n e

O ld  i d e a s  d o n ' t  j u s t  f a d e  away,  t h e y  
m u s t  be sm ashed '

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m -  
Mao Tse Tung T h o u g h t  i s  eng a ge d  in  a 
l i f e  and d e a t h  b a t t l e  w i t h  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  

t r o t s k y i s m ,  a n a r c h o - s y n d i c a l i s m  and 
c e n t r i s m  f o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e  
o f  t h e  masses In  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  t h e  

Commun is t  P a r t y  o f  C h in a  and t h e  P a r t y  
o f  L a b o r  o f  A l b a n i a ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  
g e n u i n e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p a r t i e s ,  have 
p r o v i d e d  s h i n i n g  e x a m p le s  o f  p r o l e t a r 
ian  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and c o n t i n u e  f o  lead  

t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n is t  movement 
t o w a r d  t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  o v e r  a l l  fo rm s  
o f  o p p o r t u n i s m

The t r e m e n d o u s  r e a l i g n m e n t  o f  f o r c e s  

w o r l d w i d e  t h a t  has o c c u r r e d  s i n c e  1949 
-  and r e c e n t l y  w i t h  a l i g h t n i n g  pace  -  
b r i n g s  w i t h  i t  i n c r e a s i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i 

t i e s  f o r  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i s t s .  To b e g in  
w i t h ,  we m us t  deepen o u r  s o l i d a r i t y  
w i t h  and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  
t h e  e x p l o i t e d  and o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  o f  

t h e  w o r l d  a g a i n s t  U S i m p e r i a l i s m  and 
S o v i e t  s o c i a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  S e c o n d ,  and 
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ,  o u r  p r i m a r y  o b l i g a t i o n  
as M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  i s  t o  t a k e  t h e  
f i e l d  a g a i n s t  m o n o p o ly  c a p i t a l i s m  h e r e  
in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  The main  b low  
t h a t  we can s t r i k e  in  t h i s  b a t t l e  t o 
day  i s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a g e n u in e  
c o m m u n is t  p a r t y  o f  a new t y p e  T o da y ,  
t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a d u a l  t a s k  o f  w a g in g  
a f i e r c e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a l l  f o r m s  o f  
r e v i s i o n i s t  i d e o l o g y  -  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
t h e o r e t i c a l l y  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  -  
a nd ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  u n i t i n g  M a r x i s t -  

Len in  i s t s  i n t o  a s i n g l e  v a n g u a r d  p a r t y  

BUILD THE PARTY -  SMASH OPPORTUNISM

EDITORIAL
From t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  w o r l d  h i s t o r y ,  

t h e  t a s k s  o f  A m e r i c a n  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  
a r e  d e c i s i v e ,  and p r o v i d e  us w i t h  t h e  
g l o r i o u s  r e s p o n s i b i I i t y  o f  d e a I i n g  t h e  

f i n a l ,  u l t i m a t e  d e a t h  b lo w  t o  i m p e r i a l 
ism and r e a c t i o n  w o r l d w i d e

B u t  t h e  e x a c t  h o u r  we w i I  I be c a l  le d  

upon t o  s t r i k e  t h a t  b lo w  may w e l l  n o t  
be d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  pace  and p r o n o u n c e 
m en ts  o f  c o m m u n i s t s ,  b u t  by t h e  o b j e c 

t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  A g e n u i n e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  b o t h  
t h a t  t h e  e x p l o i t e d  and o p p r e s s e d  masses 
a r e  no I o n g e r  w i I  I i n g  t o  11 ve i n  t h e  

o l d  w a y ,  and t h a t  t h e  r u l e r s  a r e  no 
l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  r u l e  i n  t h e  o l d  way 
B u t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  n o t  
t h e  o n l y  c o u r s e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  
f a s c i s m  and w a r .  The q u a l i t a t i v e l y  new 
a l i g n m e n t  o f  f o r c e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  

b r i n g s  w i t h  i t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d a n g e r  o f  
f a s c i s m  a t  home and w a r  a r o u n d  t h e  
w o r l d  The m a in  b lo w  we can s t r i k e  now 
t o  p r e v e n t  b o t h  w a r  and f a s c i s m  i s  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  a g e n u i n e  c o m m u n is t  p a r t y  
in  t h e  U S , t o  lead  t h e  masses in  p r o 
l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n

The ro a d  t r a v e l e d  by M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  
in  t h e  U S o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  
has been a c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
o p p o r t u n i s m  and r e v i s i o n i s m  In  t h e  

l a s t  few y e a r s ,  a f t e r  a lo ng  p e r i o d  in  
w h i c h  econom ism  and o p p o r t u n i s m  d o m in 
a t e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  movem ent ,  a l m o s t  
e v e r y  h o n e s t  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  has  come 
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  need t o  b u i l d  a p a r t y  
-  a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  la g s  b e h i n d  t h a t  
o f  many o t h e r  c o m m u n is t  movements in  
many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  The q u e s t i o n  now 
f o r  t r u e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  i s  n o t  
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  a d v a n c e ,  b u t  e x a c t l y  
how t o  b u i l d  t h e  p a r t y

TWO LINE STRUGGLE -  TWO RPmPE TO 1 AKE
P r e c i s e l y  bec a u s e  we f a c e  t h i s  t u r n -  

i n g  p o i n t ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  
t w o  l i n e s  emerge as t o  w h ic h  r o a d  t o  
t a k e  In t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  m on ths  tw o  
l i n e  s t r u g g l e s  b e tw e e n  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m -  
Mao Tse Tung T h o u g h t  and modern r e v i 
s i o n i s m  have  been c a r r i e d  on i n  many 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o l l e c t i v e s  and p r o g r e s 
s i v e  g r o u p s  The m o s t  o b v i o u s  r e c e n t  
s t r u g g l e  was in  t h e  f o r m e r  B l a c k  Work 
e r s  C o n g re s s  B u t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  move
m e n t ,  s t r u g g l e s  have  ra g e d  and c o n t i n u e  
t o  ra g e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  c l a s s  w i l l  
g a i n  hegemony

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  ways t o  l o o k  a t  t h e s e  
s t r u g g l e s  On t h e  one h a n d ,  t h e r e  have 
been s e t b a c k s

The c o m m u n is t  movement has known s e t 
b a c k s  b e f o r e  The r i s e  o f  t h e  Second 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r  B e r n s t e i n  and 
K a u t s k y ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  e f f o r t s  o f  T r o t 
s k y  and Z i n o v i e v  t o  t u r n  t h e  S o v i e t  
p a r t y  t o w a r d  o p p o r t u n i s m  a f t e r  L e n i n ' s  
d e a t h ,  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  r o a d  o f  Y ug o 
s l a v i a ,  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l 
ism in  t h e  S o v i e t  U n io n  In t h e  U S 
c o m m u n is t  move men t ,  t h e r e ,  l i k e w i s e ,  
have been many s e t b a c k s  t h e  r i s e  o f  

f a c t i o n a l i s m  in  t n e  CPUSA, t h e  r e j e c 
t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m i n t e r n ' s  p o s i t i o n  on f a c 
t o r y  n u c l e i  and on + he B l a c k  N a t i o n a l  
Q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  CPUSA, 

t h e  e x p u l s i o n  o f  g e n u i n e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n -  
i s t s  f r o m  t h e  p a r t y  in  t h e  l a t e  f o r t i e s  
and f i f t i e s ,  t h e  d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P r o v i s i o n a l  O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e  and 
P r o g r e s s i v e  L a b o r  P a r t y ,  t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  RU on t h e  n a t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n ,  e t c .

B u t  t h e s e  s e t b a c k s  o n l y  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

f u n d a m e n t a l  law o f  a l l  d e v e lo p m e n t  
t h a f  in  a c o m m u n is t  p a r t y  o r  o r g a n i z a 
t i o n ,  as in  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  one  d i v i d e s  

i n t o ' t v o  The r i s e  o f  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  
as t h e  w o r l d  s h a k i n g  f o r c e  t h a t  i t  i s ,  
n e c e s s a r i l y  i s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by i t s  o p 
p o s i t e  The e n t i r e  h i s t o r y  and g r o w t h  
o f  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m - M a o  Tse Tung T h o u g h t  
i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i t s  
o p p o s i t e  T h i s  i s  t r u e  n o t  o n l y  in  one

c o u n t r y ,  b u t  in  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  and in  a l l  
genu ne c o m m u n is t  p a r t i e s

W i t h i n  f h e  U.S commun■ s t  movemen t ,  
o u r s  i s  a lo n g  and - t o r t u o u s  h e r i t a g e  o f  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s r  o p p o r t u n i s t  and r e v i 
s i o n i s t  t r e n d s ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  L o v e -  
s t o n e ,  P e p p e r ,  E r r w d e r ,  D e n n ' s  and down 
t h e  i i pe t o  Gus h a l l .  The number o f  
such  , e r e g a d e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  s m a l l  in  
c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  l a r g e  - j im o a r  o f  h o n 
e s t  and genu ne r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r c l e t a r -  

i ans
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a m i d s t  t h e s e  and 

o t h e r  s e t b a c k s ,  o u r  movement  has t a k e n  
i m p o r t a n t  s t r i d e s  f o r w a r d ,  and M a rx i s m  
i s  t h e  l e a d i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
o e tw e e n  M a r x i s m  and r e v i s i o n i s m .  The 
m os t  i m p o r t a n t  v i c t o r y  t o r  M a r x i s m -  
L e n in i s m - M a o  Tse Tung T h o u g h t  i s  +he 
w i d e s p r e a d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  need f o r  
a v a n g u a rd  p a r t y  -  a r e c o g n i t i o n  w h ic h  
b u t  a few y e a r s  ago  was h e l d  by a s c a n t  
few

The f u m i n g  p o i n t - we f a c e  now i s  nof  
u n l i k e  t h a t  f a c e d  by o t h e r  M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t s  a f  o t h e r  c r i h c a i  p o i n t s  
L e n in  d e s c r i b e d  The s i t u a t i o n  w e l l  m  

I9Q2 (Cort p 3)
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T h i s  s t r a t e g y  i s  based  upon t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  m o n o p o ly  c a p i t a l i s m  and t h e  
e x t r e m e l y  h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n  
and c a p i t a l  in  t h e  hands o f  a v e r y  
t i n y  m i n o r i t y ,  whose i n t e r e s t s  a r e  

opp o s ed  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  w e l l  o v e r  
90$ o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p l e  T h i s  
s t r a t e g y  s e e k s  t o  unite a l l  those who 
can be united against imperialism or 
monopoly capitalism, under the leader
ship of the vanguard party of the 
working class, the communist party of 
a new type No g e n u i n e  u n i t e d  f r o n t  
can e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a g e n u i n e  c o m m u n is t  
p a r t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  as w e l l  as i t s  a l l i e s ,  
and t o  p r o v i d e  l e a d e r s h i p  and d i r e c t i o n  
t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  

W i t h i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  s t r a t e g y  t h e r e  
a r e  three strategic tasks, t h a t  i s ,  
t h r e e  a c t u a l  t a s k s  r e q u i r e d  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t r a t e g y ,  t h e s e  a r e  
t h e  g e n e r a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e 

v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s ,  t h e  p l a n  o f  d i s p o 
s i t i o n

A Building and defending the van
guard party of the p ro le ta r ia t ,  the 
communist party of a new type T h i s  
i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  t a s k  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
s t r a t e g i c  t a s k s  in  t h i s  p e r i o d  The 
a c t u a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  t a s k  i s  
s p e l l e d  o u t  in  t e r m s  o f  t h e  f o u r  
t a c t i c a l  t a s k s  o u t l i n e d  b e lo w  
B Building the actual forms of 
struggle which constitute the United 
Front Against Imperialism, su ch  as 

mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a l l i a n c e s ,  e t c  
We have  no a c t u a l  p l a n  o f  d i s p o s i 
t i o n  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  t a s k  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  b u t  a r e  in  p r e p a r a t o r y  s t a g e s ,  
l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  t o  a dvance  

t h i s  t a s k  in  a q u a l i t a t i v e  m a n n e r ,  
once  a p a r t y  has  been fo rm e d  
C Building the armed p o lit ica l  
struggle of the working class Our 
a c t u a l  p l a n  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  i s  b e i n g  
deve I  oped

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  s t r a t e g i c  
t a s k s  re m a in  somewha t  i m p r e c i s e ,  due 
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we have n o t  y e t  f o r m u 
l a t e d  a p a r t y  p r o q r a m  I t  i s  t h e  party 
program which provided sharpness and 
c la r ity  to each of these tasks, as i t  
i s  t h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m  t o  s c i e n t i 
f i c a l l y  d e f i n e  t h e  a ims  o f  t h e  p r o l e 
t a r i a n  movement The t h r e e  s t r a t e g i c  
t a s k s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  in  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  
t h e  a ims  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

MLOC STRATEGY (Cont p 19)



"We axe max.du.ng an a compact gnoup 
along a p n e c ip ito u s  and d a H a c u lt  
pa th , lAXr^ly h o ld in g  each othen by 
th e  hand, tie one iux.eeunded on a l l  
s ides  by enemies, and me have to ad
vance a lm ost c o n s ta n tly  undent th e m  
lane . tie have combined, by a la te ly  
adopted d e c is io n , Ion th e  puxpose o l 
l ig h t in g  th e  enemy, and n o t on ne- 
tneaJynig in t o  th e  ne ighbo ring  marsh, 
th e  in h a b ita n ts  o l w h ich, lnow th e  
veny o u ts e t, have lepnoached us w ith  
having separa ted  ounselves in to  an 
e x c lu s iv e  gnoup and w ith  having  
chosen th e  pa th  c l  s t ru g g le  in s te a d  
o l th e  pa th  o l c o n c i l ia t io n  And now 
some among us began to  cny c u t Let 
us. go an te  th e  mansh' And when we 
began to  shame them, th e y  n e to n t 
What baclzuaxd people you one' Ant you 
n o t ashamed to  deny us th e  la b e n ty  to  
anvate you to  ta k e  a b e tte n  noad' Oh, 
yes, gentlem en! You one Inee n o t on ly  
to  anvate  us, b u t to  go younselves 
uhe’ieven you w a l l ,  even an to  th e  
mansh. In  la c t ,  we th in k  th a t  th e  
mansh is  youn pnopen p lace , and we 
one pnepaned to  nenden you eveny 
assastance to  g e t thene Only l e t  
go o l oun hands, don’ t  c lu tc h  a t  us 
and-don’ t  besminch th e  gnand wond 
Ineedom, Ion  we to o  one ’ In e e ’ to  go 
whene we p lease , Inee to  l i g h t  n o t 
on ly  agaanst th e  mansh, b u t a lso  
a g a in s t those  who axe tun n in g  to -  
wands th e  mansh'” (Len in , WHAT IS TO 
BE DONE, CW, v o l 5, p 355)

# * * # * > * #  # * * *  
Those th a t  would danect us back to -  

wand th e  mansh speak w ith  many vo ice s , 
b u t a l l  speak one language, and th a t  as 
th e  LIQUIVATiON o l th e  genuine M a rx is t-  
Lenan is t pan ty  o l th e  p n o le ta n a a t and 
o l  th e  le a d in g  n o le  which th e  pan ty  must 
p la y  an th e  nevolutaonany s tn u g g le .

RETROGRADE MARXISM

On t h e  one h a n d , t n e r e  i s  t h e  camp o f  
t h o s e  who have  c o n c l u d e d ,  based upon t h e  
l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  Y e a rs  Qf  d i r e c t  e x p e r 

i e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  has  been enough  d i s 
c u s s i o n  and t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  m u s t  be b u i l t  
now, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  who i t  l e a v e s  b e h i n d ,  

who a d m i t  t o  no  m i s t a k e s  o f  any s i g n i f i 
c a n c e  and have  been " c o r r e c t  s i n c e  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g " ,  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  w h a t ' s  
l a c k i n g  i s  one  more "mass m ovem en t"  and 

a l i t t l e  more t a i l i n g  t h e  s p o n t a n e o u s  
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  m asses ,  who f a i l  t o  r e -  

cogn  i ze t h e  s p l i t  in  s o c i a l i s m  a t  a l l ,  
d e n y i n g  t h e  b r i b e r y  o f  a n y b o d y ,  who 
a t t a c k  n a r r o w  B l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s m  o r  
C h i c a n o  bund ism as t h e  ma.n  p r o b l e m  in  
t h e  c o m m u n is t  movement  -  n o t  w h i t e  
c h a u v i n i s m ,  who o p e n l y  b e l i t t l e  t h e  r o l e  
o f  Comrade Mao T s e -T u n g  in  t h e ' r  d r a f t  
p a r t y  p r o g r a m  as l e s s  t n a n  t h a t  o f  L e n i n ,  
and who b e l i e v e  t h a t  a p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  
p a r t y  u n d e r  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  M a r x i s m - L e n i n 
ism can le ad  t h e  masses t o  r e v o l u t i o n  

The e c o n o m i s t  l i n e  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  us 
t o  " b u i  Id t h e  mass m ovem en t"  a t  a t i m e  
when p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  t a s k  

i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t  p o s i 
t i o n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f o r  i t  s t a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  t a s k s  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  a r e  n o t  
s o c i a  I i s t

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  
same” camp b u t  s p e a k i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  v o i c e ,  
a r e  t h o s e  re n e g a d e s  who a f t e r  t a s t i n g  
t h e  t a s k  o f  p a r t y  b u i I d i n g ,  r e c o i I  and 
c a l l  f o r  us t o  go " b a c k  t o  1he m a s s e s " ,  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  a p a r t y  c a n n o t  be b u i l t  u n -  
t i  I we have  a mass base  F o r  t h o s e  who 
s p e a k  in  t h e  name o f  " t h e  m a s s e s " ,  i t  i s  
n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  b u i l d  a p a r t y  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  They h o l d  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  n o n - r e -  
v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  w h i c h  p r e v e n t s  them  f r o m  d o i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r k .  They a p p e a l  t o  t h e  
masses a g a i n s t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  b u i l d  a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  le d  by r e v o l u t i o n -

EDITORIAL
a r y  i h e o r y  T h i s  o p p o r f u n i s t  t r e n Q  
s p e a k s  in  t h e  name o f  t h e  " m a s s e s "  o r  
" w o r k e r s "  i n  o rd e r  t o  oppose  t h e  com
m u n i s t  p a r t y  o r  a new t y p e  a l t o g e l h e r  
T m s  was t h e  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t  l i n e  ,n 
t h e  B l a c k  W o rk e rs  C o n g re s s

T h i s  I i qu i d a t  i on i s t  p o s i h o n  r e g a r d 
i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  t h e  p a r t y  and 
t h e  masses was d e m o l i s h e d  b /  L e n in  h i ro
se  I f

" I t  i s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  mass o r  a de 
f i n i t e  c l a s s  t o  l e a r n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
i t s  own i n t e r e s t s  and i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  
t o  l e a r n  t o  c o n d u c t  i t s  own p o l i c y ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  be an o r g a n i z a t i o n  
o f  a dv a n c ed  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c l a s s ,  
i m m e d i a t e l y  and a t  a I I c o s t s ,  even 
t h o u g h  a t  f i r s t  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  c o n 
s t  i Lu te  o n l y  a T i n y  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  
c l a s s  "  (LOW, v o l  19 ,  p 409 )

In  a d d i t i o n  ro  t h e  ! i q u i a a t i o n i s t s ,  
t h e r e  a r e  The c e n tr is ts Th is  r i g n T  
o p p o r t u n i s t  l i n e  b e l i t t l e s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
need t o  b u i l d  a p a r t y ,  b u t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  r e v i s i o n i s m  a l t o g e t h e r  T h i s  
l i n e  r a i s e s  t o  a p r i n c i p l e  The pos t  on 
o f  t a k i n g  no s i d e s  on any b u r n i n g  i s s u e  
-  w h e t h e r  in  r e g a r d  t o  b r i b e r y  m  t h e  

U C , o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e  in  
t h e  i n t e r n a T i o n a I  c o m m u n is t  movemen t .  
T h i s  camp i s  g r o w i n g ,  has  been u n d e r e s -  
n m a T e d  in  t h e  p a s t

REVOLUTIONARY MARXISM 

I n  o p p o s itio n  to  eveny shade c l  op- 
pontunasm and American exceptaonalasm  
as the  genuine nevolutaonany tnend  
w ith in  oun movement. T h i s  g r o w i n g vnum
b e r  o f  co m ra des  -  by no means l i m i t e d  
t o  one o r  t w o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  -  have  r e 
c o g n i z e d  t h e  p o i s o n o u s  p r e s e n c e  o f  
r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  and r e v i s i o n i s m  w i t h 
i n  o u r  r a n k s ,  and have  t a k e n  up t h e  
b a n n e r  h e l d  h i g h  by t h e  Ch nese  Commu
n i s t  P a r t y ,  t h e  P a r t y  o r  L a b o r  o f  A l 
b a n i a  and o t h e r  g e n u i n e  M a r x i s ^ - L e n i n i s t  
P a r t i e s ,  a g a i n s t  modern t e v i s i o n i s m ,  as 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  danger  f a c i n g  t h e  i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n is t  movem ent ,  and t h e  
U S c o m m u n is t  movement 'n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
t h i s  s t r u g g l e  has  been d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  
e c o n o m is m ,  b e i i t i l i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  r e -  

v o l u t i o n a r /  t h e o r y ,  and t h e  w h i t e  
c h a u v i n i s t  d e v i a t i o n  on t h e  r a t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n  T h i s  t r e n d  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  B l a c k  n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  up t o  and 
i n c l u d i n g  s e c e s s i o n ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
b u i l d i n g  shop n u c l e i ,  t n e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  
s t u d y  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r a n s f o r m 
i n g  r o l e  o f  adva n ced  t h e o r y  T h i s  r e 
v o l u t i o n a r y  t r e n d  has s t r u g g l e c  t o  r e 

c o g n i z e  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m - M a o  Tse Tung T h o u g h t  
and t o  a p p l y  i f  t o  o u r  own c o n c r e t e  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  t o  r o o t  o u r s e l v e s  in  t h e  
i n t e r n a + i o n a I  h e r i t a g e  o r  t n e  c o m m u n is t  
movem ent ,  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  M a rx ,  

E n g e l s ,  L e n i n ,  S t a l i n ,  Mao T s e -T u n g  
and t h e  Com m un is t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

B u t  w i t h i n  1 h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r e n d  
t h e r e  a r e  many c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  a l l  o f  
w h i c h  can be s u m m a r iz e d  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
f o r  a p r i n c i p l e d ,  M a r x i s t  s t a n d  to w a r d  
o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t a s k s  N o t  o n l y  does 
t h i s  r e q u i r e  a g e n u i n e  d e s i r e  and a I I 

o u t  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  make r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  
a c e a s e l e s s  e f f o r t  t o  a p p l y  t h e  i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  communts t  
movement  t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
t h e  U S.

In  l o o k i n g  b a c k ,  o r  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  p r e s e n t  moment,  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  
among g e n u i n e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t h e r e  has 
been a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p a s s i v i t y  t o w a r d  
t h e s e  tw o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  T h i s  p a s s i v . t /  
has  on many o c c a s i o n s  handed t h e  i n i t i a 
t i v e  o v e r  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t s ,  such  as 

t h e  RU's  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  B l a c k  N a t i o n a l  
Q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  on t h e  p a r t y  p ro g ra m  
and many o t h e r  t a s k s .  T h i s  p a s s i v i t y  

among M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  m u s t  be smashed ,  
b u t ,  f i r s t ,  we mus t  u n d e r s t a n d  some o f  
t h e  c a u s e s  f o r  i t
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The t a s k  o f  r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  a g e n u i n e  
v a n g u a r d  p a r t y  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  

a d i f f i c u l t  and p r o t r a c t e d  s t r u g g l e  in  
t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  c o n 
s o l i d a t e  t h e  b r e a k  i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  p r o -  
g r a m a t i c a l l y  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  w i t h  
modern r e v i s i o n i s m  has been c a r r i e d  o n ,  
f o r  t h e  m os t  p a r t ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
b e i n g  c u t  o f f  f r o m  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  in  t h i s  
c o u n t r y  We a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  dua l  
t a s k  o f  n o t  o n l y  r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  
c o m m u n is t  p a r t y ,  b u t  o f  r e d i s c o v e r i n g  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l e g a c y  o f  Marx i sm -Len m -  

ism-Mao T s e - l u n q  Though-1 n t h  i s c o u n 
t r y  W h i l e  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  r i g h t  
o p p o r t u n i s m  a r e  n o t  new in  t h e  commun
i s t  movemen t ,  a l m o s t  a l l  t h o s e  co m ra des  
now t a k i n g  on t h i s  c r u c i a l  b a t t l e  a re  

re  I a t i v e l y  un fa m i  l i a r  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  s i m i l a r  s t r u g g l e s  in  t h e  p a s t  As 
a r e s u l t ,  u n l i k e  o t h e r  new M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t  p a r t i e s  in  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  
w h e re  o l d e r  com rade s w i t h  lo n g  y e a r s  
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and t e s t e d  
p r o l e t a r i a n  o u t l o o k  have  c a r r i e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
r e v i s i o n i s m ,  o u r  movement i s  m o s t l y  
c o m p r i s e d  o f  y o un g  c o m ra d e s ,  w i t h o u t  
h i s t o r i c a l  r o o t s ,  and w i t h  l i t t l e  r e 
v o l u t i o n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e

I t  s h o u l d  go w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  one 
o f  t h e  t a s k s  t a k e n  up by t h e  o p p o r t u 
n i s t s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t o  s e i z e  t h e  l e a d e r 
s h i p  o f  movements by t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  

o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  in  c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e  o f  y oung  co m ra des and o f  t h e i r  
g e n e r a  I i n a b i  I i t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t r u e  

M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  f r o m  sham M a r x i s m -  
L e n i n i s m

SMASH THE OLD -  BUILD THE NEW

We a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  dua l ta s k  an 
t h is  penaod o l smashing th e  o ld , and 
b u ild in g  th e new By s m a s h in g  t h e  o l d  
i s  n o t  meant  s t a r t i n g  f r e s h  a g a i n  and 
r e l y i n g  o n l y  upon o u r  own d i r e c t  e x p e r 
i e n c e  -  as t h e  e c o n o m i s t s  c o n t e n d  -  
b u t  s m a s h in g  w h a t  i s  d y i n g ,  w h a t  i s  de 
c a d e n t ,  w h a t  i s  m o r i b u n d  in  t h e  commun
i s t  movement T h a t  means s m a s h in g  r e 

v i s i o n i s m
By b u i l d i n g  t h e  new, we mean b r i n g 

i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  a l l  t h a t  i s  v i 
b r a n t ,  c o r r e c t  and m os t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
in  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r e v i 
s i o n i s m  We m u s t  t a k e  up t h e  s l o g a n s  
ou+ f o - w a r d  bv Comrade Mao T s e - T u n g ,
"Be r e s o l u t e ,  f e a r  no s a c r i f i c e ,  s u r 
mount  e v e r y  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  w in  v i c t o r y "  

and t h a t  " t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o r  i n c o r r e c t -  
ness  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
l i n e  d e c i d e s  e v e r y t h i n g "

T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  s p i r i t  w h ic h  has 
led  t h e  a d v a n c es  o f  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movement and 
t h e  a n t i - w a r  movem ent ,  and t o w a r d  t h e  
v a n g u a r d  p a r t y  in  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  

I n  th e  cuxnent penaod, now, i t  as panta- 
c u la n ly  im p o rta n t Ion  us to  pay s p e c ia l 
a t te n t io n  to  e x a c tly  what a t  means to  
b u ild  th e  new, and what as nequaned ol 
those  who s e t  Ion  themselves th is  h igh  
nes p o n sa b a h ty

In  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s  we have  seen a 
t r e m e n d o u s  i n f l u x  o f  co m ra des  i n t o  o u r  
movement T h i s ,  as e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  
has i t s  good and i t s  bad a s p e c t s  T h i s  

has been p o s i t i v e  in  t h a t  i t  demon
s t r a t e s  t h e  i r r e s i s t a b l e  f o r c e  o f  
M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m - M a o  Tse Tung T h o u g h t  
among t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m asses ,  and t h e  
r i s i n g  n a t u r e  o f  o u r  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  m o n o p o ly  c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  On t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h i s  r a p i d  g r o w t h  -  w i t h o u t  
a d e q u a t e  t r a i n i n g  o f  new co m ra des -  
has had t h e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f ,  a t  
t i m e s ,  d i s c a r d i n g  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  p ro v e n  
m e thods o f  w o rk  and b o w in g  t o  t h e  s p o n 
t a n e o u s ,  im p e tu o u s  d e s i r e  t o  make r e 

v o l u t i o n  (C o n t .  p 4 )
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For t h i s  reason,  as the  p o l a r i z a t i o n

w i t h i n  the  communist movement i n t e n s i 
f i e s ,  and the  bourgeo is  s t a t e  promises 
t o  unleash the  f u l I  f u r y  o f  i t s  f o r c e  
aga ins f  genuine  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  in the  
not  too  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e ,  we must pay 
s p e c ia l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  sharpen ing  our  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  genuine 
f rom sham, f o r  d e te rm in in g  who is  a 
genuine successor t o  the  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
cause o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t

SUCCESSORS TO THE REVOLUTIONARY CAUSE

Accord ing  t o  p r i n c i p l e s  advanced by 

Mao T s e - lu n q ,  t h e r e  shou ld  be f i v e  r e 
qu i rem ents  f o r  successors  t o  the  r e v o lu 
t i o n a r y  cause o f  the  p r o l e t a r i a t  They 
are

(?) They m tu t be genuine M arxxst- 
L e n in is ts , ta k in g  th e  o u tlo o k  o f 
d ia le c t ic a l  and h is t o r ic a l  m ater
ia l is m  and the. tke.on.ij o f  Marx ism - 
Lemmsm-Mao Tie-Tung Thought a i 
a d a ily  gu ide to  a c tio n ,
12) They m u it be re v o lu t io n a r ie s  
who w ho le hea rted ly  se rve  th e  ove r
whelming m a jo r ity  o f th e  people  
o f th is  coun try  and o f th e  whole 
w o rld ,
(3) They m u it be p ro le ta r ia n  s ta te s 
men capable o f u n it in g  and w ork ing  
to g e th e r  w ith  th e  overwhelming 
m a jo r ity ,  u n it in g  n o t o n ly  w ith  
th o ie  w ith  whom th e y  agree, bu t 
th o ie  w ith  whom th e y  d n a g re e , 
and even th o ie  who fo rm e rly  op- 
po ied  them and have u n c e  been 
proven wrong,
l 4) They m u it be modeli m  a p p ly ing  
dem ocra tic  c e n tra ln m , m u it m a ite r  
th e  p n n c ip le i  o f le a d e n  h ip  ba ied  
upon "from  th e  m a n e i, to  th e  
m a n e i" ,  and c u l t iv a te  a democra
t i c  i t y l e  and be good a t  In t e n in g  
to  th e  man e i ,
(5) They m u it be m odeit and p ru 
dent and guard a g a in it  arrogance  
and im p e tu o u n ty , th e y  m u it be im 
bued w ith  th e  i p i n t  o f s e l f - c n -  
t i c n m  and have th e  courage to  c o r
r e c t  m n ta k e i and ih o r tc o m m g i m  
t h e i r  work (TRAINING SUCCESSORS 

FOR THE REVOLUTION IS THE PARTY'S 
STRATEGIC TASK, Fore ign Language Press,  
1965)

To t r a i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  successors 
t o  the  cause o f  Marx ism-Lenin ism-Mao 
Tse-Tung Thought  is  a most im po r tan t  
q u e s t i o n  f a c i n g  American M a r x i s t - L e n i n -  
i s t s  to d a y ,  f o r  w i t h o u t  such cadre as 
the  nuc leus o f  the  leade rsh ip  o f  the  
p a r t y ,  and thus  the  p r o l e t a r i a t  as a 
whole,  o u r  r e v o I u t i o n a r y  cause is

EDITORIAL
p laced in g r e a t  je o p a rd y  In the  p re 
sent  p e r i o d ,  i t  is no t  always easy t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  genuine f rom sham No 
doubt  many today who c la im  t o  f o l l o w  
the  banner o f  Marx ism-Lenin ism-Mao Tse 
Tung Thought  w i l l  tomorrow,  as" the 
s t r u g g l e  takes  an unexpected t u r n ,  f a l l  
by t h e  ways ide,  i f  no t  wind up on the 
o t h e r  s id e  That  is why i t  is  ve ry  im
p o r t a n t  f o r  us t o  e s t a b l i s h  f i r m  s o l i d  
p r i n c i p l e s  as t o  our  g o a ls ,  as we I I as 
t o  what  is  r e q u i r e d  o f  us on the  march 
ahead, f o r  o n ly  those  who a c t u a l l y  ad
here t o  the  f i v e  b a s ic  p r i n c i p l e s  o u t 
l i n e d  -  which w i l l  be expanded in f u r 
t h e r  a r t i c l e s  -  can c l a im  t o  be genuine 
successors  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cause 
o f  the  p r o l e t a r i a t

UNITE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF REVOLUTION

I t  n  n o t enough to  e ip o u ie  a n t i - r e 
v is io n is t  " th e o ry ” w h ile  th e  method and 
i t y l e  o f work are r e v m o n n t  A c o r 
r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  must lead t o  a c o r 
r e c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i n e  To s e t  our  
compass d i r e c t l y  on the  b u i l d i n g  o f  a 
genuine communist p a r t y  o f  a new t y p e ,  
and then  t o  veer  o f f  course a t  every 
t w i s t  and t u r n  in the  j o u r n e y ,  t o  make 
c o n s ta n t  excuses and t r e a t  comrades and 
f r i e n d s  in a p e t t y  b ou rg eo is ,  democra
t i c  l i b e r a l  manner, is  bound t o  lead t o  
f a i l u r e  R e v o lu t io n  is  no t  a tea  p a r t y  
Formal p o l i t e n e s s  and r o t t e n  employee 
a t t i t u d e s  must be smashed L ib e r a l i s m ,  
a f t e r  a l l ,  i s n o th in g  bu t  a m a n i f e s t a 
t i o n  o f  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  o f  seek ing  u n p r i n 
c i p l e d  peace

Our s t r u g g l e  t o  make r e v o l u t i o n  is 
both a s t r u g g l e  t o  change the  w o r ld  and 
+o chanqe o u rs e lv e s  The on ly  means we 
have t o  re s o lv e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  among 
the  people  is  t h r o u g h ' c r i t i c i s m ,  s e I f -  
c r i t i c i s m  in o r d e r  t o  b u i I d  u n i t y ,  
s t r u g g l e ,  u n i t y

T i n t  and forem ost among th e  demandi 
p laced  upon American com m uniiti today  
n  th a t  M a rx is t-  L e n in is ts  U n ite ' Not 
tomorrow, not  a t  some d i s t a n t  da te ,  
but  a t  the  very  e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  da te ,  
based upon the  c o r re c tn e s s  o f  the  ideo-  
l o g i c a l ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i ne  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  must u n i t e  around con
c r e t e  m a te r ia l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  on the  bas is  
both o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  
q ue s t io ns  and p o l i t i c a l  tasks  re q u i re d  
t o  c a r r y  out  the  l i ne  We must recog
n i ze  t h a t  t h e  m a te r ia l  bas i s  f o r  u n i t y  
among r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  is  g r e a t e r  than 
the  s u b j e c t i v e  bas i s  f o r  d i s u n i t y

Ho Chi Minh,  the  g r e a t  and beloved 
p a t r i o t  and leade r  o f  the  Vietnamese 
Workers P a r t y ,  spoke o f  "U n ity ,  U n ity ,

Broad U n ity , S u c c e n , S u c c e n , G reat 
S u c c e ii"  I t  is t ime t h a t  M arx is t -  
L e m m sts  pay a t te n t io n  to  t h is  correc t  
revo Iu t i  onary I i ne

Genuine u n i t y  must be fo u g h t  f o r ,  
c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  a t  every step  a long the  
way, a g a in s t  a l l  manner o f  oppor tun ism 
and r e v i s i o n i s m

The p re s en t  two l i n e  s t r u g g l e s  t a k i n g  
p lace  w i t h i n  the  communist movement must 
be h a i l e d  as im p o r tan t  s teps  fo rward  in 
ou r  e f f o r t  t o  smash the  o ld  and bui Id 
the  new But  advances on the  t h e o r e t i 
ca l  f r o n t  must be c o n s o l i d a te d  p o l i t i 
c a l l y  and organiza1 iona I Iy M a r x i s l -  
L e m n i s i s  must fake conc re te  a c t i o n  t o  
u n i t e  -  the  longer t h i s  t a k e s ,  the  
g rea ted  tne  danger o f  fasc ism

I t  is  the  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  whicr. is  de
c i s i v e  in b u i l d i n g  the  u n i t y  o f  M a r x i s t -  
L e m m s t s  P o l i t i c a l  l in e  is  th e  sum 
t o t a l  of, tasks an o rg a n iz a tio n  ie t s  fo r

i t s e l f  m  o rd e r to  advance i t s  o v e ra l l  
s t ra te g ic  and t a c t ic a l  work  P o l i t i c a l

l i ne  c o n s i s t s  both o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  c l a r 
i t y  on is sues ,  as we l l  as c l a r i t y  on the 
program necessary t o  c a r r y  ou t  the  l i ne  
The g r e a t e s t  o b s ta c le  to uni l i n g  Marx- 
i s f — i_en i n i s t s  around a c o r r e c t  p o l i t i 
cal  l i n e  roday is  1he lack  o f  t h e o r e t i 
ca l  c l a r i f y  The e x te n t  t o  whicfh we

are ab. e t o  p ro v .d e  c l e a r  p r e c i s e  th e o 
rem ca l  unde rs tand ings  o f  each o f  the 
most im p o r tan t  q u e s t io n s  f a c i n g  the  re 
v o l u t i o n a r y  movement -  coup led wi t h  
c l a r i  ty o f  l i ne  on the  tasks  t h a t  must 
be c a r r i e d  our  t o  hasten the  fo rward  
mot ion  o f  the  r e v o I u t i o n a r y  movement -  
is  the  e x t e n t  1 o which M a r x i s t - L e n i n -  
is1s wi l l  be abl e  t o  u n i t e  n to  a 
s i n g l e  vanguard p a r t y  o f  tne  p r o l e f a r -  
i a t

Comrades, now n  th e  tim e  to  ta ke  • 
g ia n t  s tr id e s  m  b u ild in g  th e  re v o lu 
t io n a ry  u n ity  o f M a rx is t - L e n in n t i  in to  
a s in g le  vanguard p a r ty , in  o rd e r t h a t  
th e  communist and w o rk e rs ' movements ----- — 
can be welded to  one ano the r m  an i n 
s o lu b le  bond - a bond which w i l l  le a d  
th e  e x p lo ite d  and oppressed peoples o f 
th e  U n ited  S ta tes tow ard em ancipa tion , 
s o c ia lis m , th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  o f th e  
p r o le ta r ia t ,  and a s o c ie ty  vo id  o f a l l  
oppression and e x p lo ita t io n  o f man by 
man, communism

MARXIST-LENINISTS UNITE'
WIN THE VANGUARD TO THE SIDE OF 
COMMUNISM'
DEEPEN THE STRUGGLE ON THE THEORETICAL 
FRONT'
BUILD THE VANGUARD COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
A NEW TYPE'

B U IL D  T H E  VANG UARD P A R TY

In no country ,  perhaps outs ide of  
the USSR, has there  been such a long 
and treacherous h is to ry  of  re v is io n 
ism as in the United States The 
general ground fo r  a l l  the opportun ist  
mistakes in the h is to ry  o f  the Par ty ,  
as Comrade S t a l in  poin+ed out as e a r l y
as 1929, was the "fundamental e r r o r  of  
exaggerating the s p e c i f i c  fea tures  of

American c a p i ta l is m ,  and not basing i t 
s e l f  on the general fea tures  of  cap
i t a l is m  "

That modern rev is ionism has taken 
such f i rm  roots in th is  country in 
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h a t  Earl Browder is re
cognized as the f i r s t  t r u l y  in te rna 
t io n a l  modern r e v i s i o n i s t ,  fol lowed  
by T i t o  and Khrushov, can be explained  
by the unparal led mater ia l  basis fo r  
revis ionism For many years,  the  
United States remained the unchalleng
ed c i ta d e l  of  Imperial ism and re ac t io n ,  
accumulating years of  opportunist  
poison and corruption w i th in  the work
ing class due to  the s trength of  
bourgeois ideology and the actual  
bribery  of  a c e r ta in  upper stratum of  
the working class with the super-pro
f i t s  of  Imperial  ism

While a d e f i n i t i v e  grasp of the  
struggle  between Marxism and re v is io n 
ism w i th in  the CPUSA remains to  be 
completed, i t  is c le a r  t h a t  a whole

system of r e v i s io n is t  th in k in g  per
meated the Party  from i ts  very e a r ly  
days, beginning with  Lovestone and 
Pepper As e a r ly  as 1934, Earl Browder 
advocated t h a t  "Communism is 20th Cen
tu ry  Americanism "

From t h a t  po int  on we can t race  the  
degeneration The l iq u id a t io n  of the  
control  commission, of  the Trade 
Union Unity League, of f ra c t io n s  in 
mass o rgan iza t ion s ,  of  fac to ry  n u c le i ,
of genuine c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i -  
cism, the c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t  ro le  with  
union bureaucrats in organiz ing  the  
CIO, the e l im in a t io n  of  work among the  
unemployed, the rev is io n  of  the  
L e n i n i s t - S t a I i n i s t  pos i t ion  of  the  
t i o n ,  the pos i t ion  of  the party  during 
the Spanish C i v i I War which held t h a t ,  
"We must not embarass the P res id en t , "  
the class c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t  l i ne on the  
United Front which led to  the A n t i -  
Monopoly C o a l i t i o n ,  and the welding of

(Cont.  p 5)
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OCTOBER REVOLUTIONS SMASH REVISIONISM 

-Restoration of Capitalism in USSR 
-International role of the Chinese 

Communist Party and other 
genuine communist parties 

-History of the revis ion ist CPUSA 
all inclusive unity from FDR Democrats 
to Communists - virtually developing 
a program and tactical line which
actually met with the approval of the 
monopoly capitalists up to the actual 
dissolution of the Party in 1945 and 
the formation of the Communist Politi
cal Association'

At almost every critical turn for 
the party, we see as the rising element 
in the party the denial of class strug
gle, the acceptance of the "peace" pro
gram of the monopoly capitalists, the 
liquidation of the national struggle, 
all leading to Browder's infamous 
statement in Teheran and America, that 
"Marxists will not help the reaction
aries by opposing the slogan of 'Free 
Enterprise' with any form of counter- 
s I ogan "

At the same time, the early CPUSA 
did play a leading role in many 
great struggles of the working class, 
such as the textile, maritime, garment, 
fur, electrical, auto, steel, coal, 
and other union struggles Communists 
led the great unemployed struggles of 
the 1930's, and the struggles for

democratic rights by the Black masses 
But, more than not, the leaoership of 
communists actually consisted of trade 
union leadership, not communist 
Ieadership

At several important points, par
ticularly at the time of the dissolu
tion of the Party and even as late 
as the late 1950's, Marxist-Leninists 
within the Party have waged ideologi
cal struggles against the revisionist 
degeneration of the Party In this 
sense, there is nothing "new" about 
our current struggles against revi
sionism, except that it is being 
waged now exclusively from outside 
the Party

Even the slightest investigation of 
Revisionism in the United States 
clearly illustrates that the over
riding danger historically within the 
communist movement has been right 
opportunism in the form of economism 
Moreover, that without a thorough 
grasp of the history of right oppor
tunism within the communist movement, 
and its counterpart within the 
workers movement, reformism, the break 
with revisionism ideologically, theo
retically, politically, and organiza
tionally cannot be consolidated

It is not without reason that right 
opportunists frequently raise the 
cry of "ultra leftism" as the main 
danger, to cover their own revisionist 
line More often than not, they put 
themselves in the company of such 
distinguished campaigners against the 
"ultra leftism" as Tito, Krushchov, 
Browder, Togliatti, Eugene Dennis, 
and Gus Hall. History has proven that 
whenever American Communists have 
gone against the tide of right oppor
tunism and revisionism, they have been 
purged as "ultra-lefts" and "faction
al izers " When communists in the 
I930's objected to the liquidation of 
factory nuclei and of Browder's 
opportunist "Peoples Front," they were 
labeled "ultra-1 eft " When comrades in 
the Party spoke out against the 
Iiquidation-of party work in the 
Black Belt, they were accused of being 
"ultra-1 eft " When Party members 
rose up in 1944 to protest the dis
solution of the Party and then in 
1945 to point out that although 
Browder had been purged and the Party 
reconstituted, that revisionism had

not been purged, they were expelled 
as "ultra-left " IN 1956, when the 
CPUSA liquidated the class struggle 
altogether, the party and the 
national question, those that refused 
to go along with this "creative 
marxism" were summarily purged as 
"ultra-1 eft "
The struggle against Imperialsim and 
the struggle against opportunism - 
particularly right opportunism, must 
go hand in hand

The result is that for close to 
fifty years, because of the long and 
deep influence of right opportunism 
on the American Communist Movement, 
there has been no systematic and 
patient effort made by Marxist-Lenin- 
ists to win the working class to the 
side of communism in this country
Moreover, in a capitalist country, 
right deviations within the party have 
the opposite effect

A v ic to x y  o R i g h t  d e v ia t io n  in  
th e  CommuniAt P a x tie *  i n  c a p i
t a l i s t  countm e* would mean th e  
id e o lo g ic a l c a tla p *e  o{ th e  
Communal Panty and an enoxmou* 
accession ofi * tx e n g th  to  S o c ia l 
Vemocxatam. And what doe* an 
enomouA acce*A ion o A txength  
to  S o a a l Vemocxatam mean7 I t  
mean* th e  A txengthem ng and con- 
* o t td a t io n  ofa cap ita te *m , fiox 
*  o c ta l democracy i *  th e  main 
pxop Of) c a p ita l!*m  in  th e  wcak
in g  c la * *  Hence, a v ic to x y  otf 
f l ig h t  d e v ia t io n  in  th e  Commum&t 
P a x tie *  i n  c a p ita te *  t  countm e* 
would add to  th e  c o n d itio n *  ne- 
ce**axy ;\ox th e  pxe *e xva tion  otf 
c a p ita la m .
(Stalin, PROBLEMS OF LENINISM, 
"The Right Danger in the 
CPSU(B)," 1943) '

Put in terms of the current situ
ation in the US, right deviations 
within Marxist-Leninist organizations 

prevent the formation of a 
genuine vanguard party, which amounts 
to adding to the preservation of 
capitaI ism

That is why the development of the 
subjective factor - consciousness, 
leadership and organization - is para
mount today In the Age of Imperial
ism, the objective conditions are 
already rotten ripe for revolution, 
as Lenin pointed out long ago It is 
the task of the subjective factor, 
through the vanguard party of the pro
letariat, to lead the masses to re
volution For such leadership to 
emerge, a struggle must be waged on 
two fronts, against both Right oppor
tunism and uItra-leftism, but we must 
make no mistake about which error his
torically has been the greatest 
danger, and which remains the greatest 
danger today - right opportunism

Since the CPUSA has abandoned the 
interests of the working class, our 
class has been like a ship without a 
rudder The lack of a correct revolu
tionary theory leading the spontaneous 
struggles of labor against capital, 
has left the working class without a 
center, without a general staff to 
lead.it into battle, without strategy 
and tactics, without a clear course 
charted for its emancipation Our 
task, our obligation, is to restore 
that leadership, to restore revolu
tionary theory as the guide to action 
for proletarian revolution

Without its vanguard party, the 
working class is without direction 
Without theory, the vanguard party 
is not able to scientifically fore
cast the course of events, to formu
late and carry out correct policy, to 
confidently lead the working class 
towards communism

August 1975 - UNITE1 - PAGE 5

Historically, the US working class 
has waged a mi Iitant and heroic econ
omic and political class struggle 
against capital This struggle has 
time and time again taken the form 
of armed clashes -and on several oc
casions the form of open armed insur
rection The political and economic 
class struggles call to mind such 
battles as Haymarket, Molly McGuire, 
Homestead, Pullman, Ludlow, Memorial 
Day Massacre, the Western Federation 
of Miners struggle, the International 
Working Womens' Day.struggle, the 
Great Steel Strike, the Auto Sit- 
downs, the Scottsbourough Boys - to 
name just a few These struggles 
had international significance, suen 
as the fight for the eight hour day, 
which served as one of the main slo
gans raised by the Bolsheviks in 
their conquest of state power 

Yet, in the US, these bitter, 
often bloody class struggles have not 
yet culminated in the establishment 
of workers state power Obviously 
the American working class has a 
glorious history of economic and poli
tical class struggles But the spon
taneous struggles of the working 
class, by themselves, lead only to 
trade union consciousness, to the 
bowing to spontaneity, to economism 
and reformism And, more often than 
not, when the CPUSA did participate 
in and lead many militant struggles, 
it was as the champion of economic 
demands, not of socialism and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat

The reasons for this are part and 
parcel of the development of capital
ism in the United States But most 
important, as Engels pointed out, is 
that there are not only two forms of 
class struggle, the political and the 
economic, but three forms of class 
struggle, "placing on a par with the 
first two the theoretical form of 
struggle," (WITBD, FLP, p30) It is 
because the American working class has 
lagged behind on the theoretical 
front - the struggle to summarize its 
own experience, in light of the uni
versal laws of Marxism-Leninism, and 
apply this theory to the objective 
conditions of monopoly capital, de
riving strategy and tactics from this 
theory - that has historically pre
vented the American working class from 
becoming, up to this point, a class 
conscious of its own historical mission 

At a time when the bourgeoise is 
intensifying its attack upon the 
working class and oppressed national
ities, seeking to shift the burden 
of the crisis of monopoly capitalism 
worldwide to the backs of American 
workers, it becomes all the more im
portant for Marxists-Leninists to be 
able to find their bearings infhe 
face of complex conditions, to con
stantly remain firm and clear as to 
our ultimate goal In this context, 
Engels' comment nearly eighty years 
German Marxists in the US, Engels notes 
that

. .  th e y  do n o t undex*tand  
th e o ry  them *e lve* io x  th e  mo*t 
pant and tx e a t  i t  i n  a d o c tm -  
na ixe  and dogm atic way a* *ome- 
t fu n g  to  be leafined by heant . .
To them i t  i a  a efiedo and n o t 
a gu ide to  a c tio n  
. ^ox good h iA to fn c a l xea*on*, 
th e  Amemcan* axe woxtd* be
h in d  i n  a l l  th e o x e t ic a l q u e s tio n * , 
and w h ile  th e y  d id  n o t bmng ovex 
any m edieval in & t i t u t io n *  fixom 
Euxope, the y  d id  bmng ovex 
ma**e* o i m edieval t x a d i t io n * ,  
x e h g io n ,  E n g la h  common (feud 
a l)  law , * u p e x * tc t io n , i n  *h o n t 
evexy k in d  o£ im b e c i l i t y  which

(Cont p. 6)
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P A R T Y . .
was not danectly hasmiul to 
busaness and. which as now veny 
senvaceable ion. stupeiyang the 
masses I i thene one people at
hand whose mands one theoneta- 
cally clean, who can t e l l  them 
the consequences oi thean own 
mistakes beionehand and make 
clean to them that eveny move
ment whach does not keep the 
destnuctaon oi the wage system 
constantly an vaew as the ianal 
goal as bound to go astnay and 
iacl - then much nonsense can 
be avoided and the pnocess can 
be consadenably shontened.
(Marx and Engels, LETTERS TO 
AMERICANS, Inti Pub , 1953, 
pp. 163-4, "Engels to Sorge," 
November 29, 1886)

Noting the propensity for narrow 
practical action, Engels pointed out 
three years earlier that it ' is just 
the character of the American move
ment, that all mistakes must be ex
perienced in practice If American 
energy and vitality were backed by 
European theoretical clarity, the 
thing would be finished over there in 
ten years," (Op cit, p 141)

This propensity for narrow practi
cal action is most expressed in the 
form of American Pragmatism, which 
finds its roots in the material de
velopment of capitalism in this country. 
It guides the whole course of US 
business and political dealings, 
both nationally and internationally 
Since the rise of Imperialism, it has 
been consciously imbedded into the 
entire education system, where the 
prejudices of bourgeois ideology are 
used to subjugate the masses

In America, historically, and today, 
in the present period, when the pro
letariat is without a vanguard party, 
the theoretical form of class 
struggle becomes even more important 
than during Engels time, for "with
out a revolutionary theory there can 
be no revolutionary movement " With
out a firm Marxist-Leninist theoreti
cal foundation as our guide to action, 
the economic and political forms of 
class struggle remain on the spontan
eous level It is only the theoreti
cal compass of Marxism-Leninism that 
allows communist cadre to steer a 
firm course in the revoIutionary 
storm The firmer the grasp of 
theory, the firmer the compass

As communists, we seek to provide 
conscious leadership to a I I forms of 
the class struggle, at every oppor
tunity However, at any given period 
of the revolution, one form of class 
struggle can be seized as the key 
link in order to move the struggle 
forward, on a I I fronts That key 
link today is the theoretical form of 
class struggle It is a time, as 
Comrade Mao Tse-Tung states, in which 
the "creation and advocacy of revolu
tionary theory plays the principal 
and decisive role," (ON CONTRADIC
TION, FLP, p 36)

Precisely in a period of crisis 
for socialism, a period in which a 
genuine vanguard party does not now 
exist, and the working class is with
out united leadership, it is then we 
must pay special attention to the 
role of revolutionary theory

The theoretical struggle today 
means the concrete analysis of con
crete conditions, the application of 
the universal teachings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Mao Tse- 
Tung to the objective conditions in 
the United States as well as raising

the rich and varied experience of the 
workers and communist movements in 
the US to the level of theory Our 
theoretical work must study the cur
rent conditions, the history of our 
class and other classes, as well as 
the international revolutionary ex
perience Theoretical work means 
solving the immediate as well as long 
term practical problems of proletar
ian revolution, analysis of such im
portant questions as the composition 
of capital, the various strata of 
each class and their relationship to 
the United Front, identification of 
the bribed stratum, the material 
basis for fascism, etc Marxist- 
Len inists must scientifically respond 
to each and every demand raised by 
the proletariat, such that each and 
every protest by labor against capital 
can be transformed into a political de
mand against the capitalist class and 
the state apparatus they control The 
greater the progress made by Communists 
in elaborating this theory, the greater 
the movement toward socialism by the 
working class

Only revolutionary theory, taken 
as a guide to action in the practical 
tasks of propaganda and agitation, 
can transform the spontaneous, spora
dic struggles of the working class in
to a class conscious of itself

The theoretical struggle by Marx- 
ist-Leninists is the struggle to put 
the correct stand, method and view
point in command, to correctly inter
pret each of the pressing practical 
problems that arise inthe course of 
class struggle, and provide scientific 
explanations adequate to provide the 
basis for revolutionary strategy, 
tactics and program Each of the 
pressing struggles toward proletarian 
revolution, such as trade union work 
or the right of oppressed nations to 
self-determination, must be placed on 
a firm theoretical foundation The 
firmness of this foundation will de
termine the ability of the Party to.

iand ats beanangs amidst the 
complex conditions oi nevolu- 
tconany stnuggle . to steen 
clean oi a ll  submenged nocks 
an the path oi ats goal 
to iand the aught omentataon 
an any Situation, to unden- 
stand the annen connection oi 
cunnent events, to ionesee 
thean counse and penceave not 
only how and an what danectaon 
they one developang an the pne- 
sent, but how and an what da
nectaon they ate bound to de
velop an the iutune 
(HISTORY OF THE CPSU(B), Con
clusion)

In the last few years, Marxist- 
Len in ists have taken steos forward in 
grasping these theoretical tasks, 
particularly in terms of the basis for 
party building, the Black National 
Question, and Soviet social imperial
ism But even here our foundations 
are shaky, and on many other questions, 
such as trade union work, the united 
front, the womens' question, our 
foundation is very far from adequate 
On such questions,our theoretical 
foundations are not adequate to pro
vide a reliable guide to action

At every turn today, events them
selves throw up definite questions, 
questions which must be scientifically 
explained and clarified to the masses, 
so that in each and every important 
turn in the class struggle, Marxists- 
Leninists are able to explain the 
elementary teachings of scientific 
socialism in connection with out
standing political events

Particularly in the current period

when Imperialism is in a state of 
acute decay, when the moribund 
character of Imperialism becomes all 
the more visible, and thus the real 
danger of world war and fascism - 
the ideological firmness of communists 
and their ability to keep pace theo
retically with political events, is of 
a decisive character

Only if communist cadre acquire 
theoretical understanding of revolu
tionary practice can cadre become 
real leaders of the masses, conscious 
of their aims, and thereby reduce 
the possibility of mistakes to a mini
mum

Bolshevik leadership in the face of 
moribund capital requires a knowledge 
of theory by a I I cadre - not just 
leading cadre, it demands that cadre 
grasp the fundamental laws of develop
ment of society, the laws of develop
ment of the working class movement, 
the development of proletarian revolu
tion, the development of socialist 
construction, the ability to combat 
all decadent and revisionist tendenc
ies nationally and internationally, 
and the ability to apply these laws 
to practical work, in the day to day 
class struggles of the working class 
Communist cadre must be trained who 
fully possess these theoretical 
weapons, and who in turn, can train 
ever larger circles of cadre and ad
vanced proletarians The theoretical 
mastery of Marxism-Leninism is the 
foundation for Bolshevik propaganda 
and agitation.

Theoretical work, as Lenin directed 
the Fourth Congress of the Cominterm, 
must be directed to "really attain 
the organization, construction, method 
and content of revolutionary work "
The discovery of the material basis 
which make for revolution, the actual 
conditions, prospects and hindrances 
to revolutionary change, is the basis -- 
for successful party policy, organi
zation and agitation Advances on 
the propaganda and agitation front 
require clarity on fundamental theore
tical questions

Our work on the theoretical front 
will be arduous and protracted But 
at the same time we realize that the 
actual fighting capacity of our cadre 
of a I I communist cad re, w i II in 
an important measure, be determined 
by their world outlook, as well as 
their ability to grasp and apply re
volutionary theory This theory does 
not fall from the sky, but is learned 
in the course of practical struggle, 
providing the answers to questions 
that the class struggle actually 
raises We learn warfare through war
fare, and in this way, we gradually, 
but systematically, raise the theore
tical level of our cadre

Theoretical work must never be 
separated from political and economic 
work Theory can only answer the 
questions raised by the economic and 
political struggles The study of 
Marxist theory is, as Mao Tse-Tung 
described it, a process of "practice, 
knowledge, again practice, and again 
knowledge "

All Marxist theoretical work begins 
with objective reality Theory 
actually studies the objective process 
in its development and decline, it 
is based upon material reality That 
is why theoretical work starts from 
perceptual knowledge, and raises it 
to a conceptual level, raises parti
cular problems to their general and 
universal significance

The whole point is to know how to 
unite theory and practice, to pro
mote the historical unity of the sub
jective and the objective, and of 
theory and practice

(Cont. p 19)
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In t h e  l a s t  few  y e a r s ,  beca use  
o f  1he s t r u g g l e  o v e r  t h e  C om in 
t e r n  R e s o l u t i o n s  on t h e  B l a c k  
N a t i o n a l  Q u e s t i o n  m  1928 and 
19 3 0 ,  many co m ra de s  have  begun 
t o  pay i n c r e a s m g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  h i s t o r y  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h e  Co mmun is t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (C 
T h i s  t u r n  i n  o u r  movement  r e p r e 
s e n t s  an i m p o r t a n t  e f f o r t  by 
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  t o  s t u d y  t h e

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o m m u n is t  movement as i t  a p p l i e s  
t o  t h e  t a s k s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  in  
t h e  Uni f e d  S t a t e s

The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  Commun
i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o  M a r x i s t -  

L e n i n i s t s  s t r e t c h e s  f a r  beyond 
t h e  s t u d y  o f  any  one p a r t i c u l a r  
q u e s t i o n  The w o r k  o f  The Cl 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  n i s t o r i c a l  sum
m a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d w i d e  s t r u g g  
o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  up t o  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
Cl in  1943 The C o m i n t e r n  Re

s o l u t i o n  on t h e  B l a c k  N a t i o n a  
Q u e s t i o n ,  as an e x a m p le ,  was 
based upon L e n i n ' s  p r i o r  d e t e r 
m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an 
o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n  in  t h e  B l a c k  

B e l t  S o u th  (s ee  pp 1 2 -1 3 )
F o r  t h i s  t e a s o n ,  we a r e  p r o 

v i d i n g  co m ra des  w i t h  a b r i e f  

b a c k g r o u n d  on f h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
t h e  C l ,  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  i t s  r e l a 
t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  e a r l y  d e v e l o p 
ment  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n is t  
m ove men t ,  and i t s  im p o r t a n c e  

rs t o d a y
v The f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
| |  ( f o u n d e d  by Marx  and E n g e l s ) ,

Second and T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n -  
p  a Is  was b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  by Com- 
,|| r a d e  L e n in  h i m s e l f  in  t h e  " T h i r d  
*  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  and I t s  P l a c e  i n  H i s t o r y , "  
§  r e p r i n t e d  h e r e  f r o m  The C o m m u n is t ,  
f  Ma rch 1934
£  ' T h e  F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( 1 8 6 4 - 1 8 7 2 )
,-x; l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
^ o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  t o  p r e p a r e  them 
' i t  ^o r  " t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o n s l a u g h t  upon 
^ c a p i t a l  The Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
I *  ( 1 8 8 9 - 1 9 1 4 )  was an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i 
se z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  movement  w h ic h  
vij- became w i d e s p r e a d ,  b u t  whose g r o w t h  was 
' ^ a c c o m p a n i e d  by a t e m p o r a r y  l o w e r i n g  o f  

ffi t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e v e l ,  and a t e m p o r a r y  
H  i n c r e a s e  o f  o p p o r t u n i s m ,  and w h i c h  u l t i -  
2  ma te  I y  led  t o  t h e  d i s g r a c e f u l  
I I  o f  t h i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
1  The F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a i d  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  f o r  S o c i a l -  
i sm

The Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l  was t h e  
e poch  o f  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  g ro u n d  f o r  w i d e 
s p r e a d  mass movements  in  many c o u n t r i e s  

The  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  was c r e a t e d  
in  1918,  a f t e r  t h e  p r o t r a c t e d  s t r u g g l e  
w i t h  o p p o r t u n i s m  and " s o c i a  I - c h a u v i n -  
i s m , "  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  had 
r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  C om m un is t  
P a r t i e s  in  v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  The f o r 
mal f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t o o k  p l a c e  a t  i t s  f i r s t  c o n g r e s s  h e l d  
in  Moscow, M a r c h , 1 919 The most  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  I n 
t e r n a t i o n a l ,  n a m e ly ,  i t s  m i s s i o n  t o  
c a r r y  o u t ,  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  l i f e ,  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  M a r x i s m ,  and t o  b r i n g  
a b o u t  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y - o l c  
i d e a l s  o f  S o c i a l i s m  and t h e  l a b o r  
movemen t ,  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e  
o f  t h e  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a n i f e s t e d  
i t s e l f  i m m e d i a t e l y  in  t h a t  t h e  new 
T h i r d  " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o r k i n g m e n ' s  As 
s o c i a t i o n "  has  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n d  be
gun t o  i d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  " U n i o n  
o f  S o v i e t  S o c i a l i s t  R e o u b l i c s  "

co I l a p s e

*

The T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  has  g a r n e r e d  

t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e  l a b o r s  o f  t h e  Second 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  c a s t i n g  o f f  i t s  o p p o r 
t u n i s t i c ,  s o c i a l - c h a u v i n i s t i c ,  b o u r 
g e o i s  and p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  r e f u s e ,  and 
has s e t  o u t  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  

o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t
The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i o n  o f  p a r t i e s ,  

l e a d i n g  t h e  m os t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  move
m en t  in  t h e  w o r l d ,  n a m e ly ,  t h e  movement 
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  t h r o w  o f f  t h e  
y o k e  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  r e s t s  a t  p r e s e n t  on 
an u n p r e c e d e n t e d l y  s o l i d  base  s e v e r a l  
S o v i e t  R e p u b l i c s  w h i c h ,  on an i n t e r n a 
t i o n a l  s c a l e ,  become t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  D i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  P r o l e t a r i a t  and 
i t s  v i c t o r y  o v e r  c a p i t a l i s m

The w o r I d - h i s t o r i c a I  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h e  T h i r d  (C o m m u n is t )  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n 
s i s t s  in  t h a t  i t  began t o  p u t  i n t o  l i f e  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  s l o g a n  o f  M a rx ,  t h e  s l o g a n  
w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s u m - t o t a l  o f  t h e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S o c i a l i s m  and t h e  l a b o r  
movemen t ,  t h e  s l o g a n  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t

The f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  T h i r d  I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l  t o o k  p l a c e  u n d e r  such  w o r l d - w i d e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  p r o h i b i t i o n s  
n o r  means and p e t t y  t r i c k s  o f  t h e  im
p e r i a l i s t s  o f  t h e  " E n t e n t e " ,  o r  o f  t h e  
l a c k e y s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  such  as  
S che idem an n  in  Germany o r  R e n n e r  in  
A u s t r i a ,  can p o s s i b l y  p r e v e n t  t h e  news 
t h e r e o f  s p r e a d i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d  
and e n l i s t i n g  t h e  s y m p a t h i e s  o f  t h e  
w o r k i n g  masses T hese  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
have  been c r e a t e d  by t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e 
v o l u t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  s p r e a d i n g  f r o m  day t o  
d a y ,  f r o m  h o u r  +o h o u r  T hese  c r c u m -  
s t a n c e s  have  been c r e a t e d  by t h e  move
men t  among t h e  t o i l i n g  masses - for  
S o v i e t s ,  a movement  w h i c h  has a c q u i r e d  

s u c h  m a g n i t u d e  as t o  have become t r u l y  

' | n t e r n a t i o n a I ' "
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Up u n h l  i t s  d i s s o l u t i o n  in  
[ M a y ,  1943,  t h e  C o m i n t e r n  p la y e d  
j a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  n p r o v i d i n g  q e n -  
I e r a  I g u i d a n c e  t o  each  o f  t h e  
[ w o r k e r s '  p a r + i e s  ^ h a t  we re  a f f i l -  

[ l a t e d  From t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e  Cl 
was a m u tu a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o f - 
t h e  r e v o 1u t i o n a r v  p r o l e t a r i a t  o f  

a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  o r g a n i z e d  in  a 
w o r l d  p a r t y ,  f o r  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  
t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a 
r i a t ,  and 1 he e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
a W o r ld  S o v i e r  R e p u b h c  

From t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  t h e  b o u r 
g e o i s i e  and + h e i r  a g e n t s  i n  t h e  
l a b o r  movement sp oke  o f  t h e  
" i n t e r f e r e n c e "  by t h e  Cl in  
A m e r i c a n  a f f a i r s ,  as i f  t h e  Cl 
we re  s o m e t h i n g  a p a r t  f - o m ,  o r  
f o r e i g n  t o  f h e  A m e r i c a n  w o r k i n a  
c l a s s  N o t n i n g  c o u l d  be f u r t h e r  
•f rom t h e  t r u t h  The C o m in t e r n  
was a w o r l d  p a r t y ,  by w h ic h  a l l  
t h e  v a i i o u s  n a t i o n a l  s e c t i o n s  
r e n d e r e d  c o l ' e c f i v e  a s s i s c a r c e  

t o  eacn  o f  t h e  s e e r  io n s  as r e -  
qu i re d

S t a l i n  h i m s e l f  d e a l t  ■ i f h  t h e  
l u d i c r o u s  a s s e r t i o n  by b o u r g e o i s  
r e a c t i o r  in  h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w i f h  
t h e  f i r s t  A m e r ic a n  t r a d e  u n i o n  

d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U n io n  
n 1927 He s t a t e d  f l a t l y  t h a t ,  

T h e r e  a r e  r o  such  C om m un is ts  in  
t h e  w o r l d  who w o u ld  a g r e e  t o  
w o rk  ' u n a e r  o r d e r s '  f r o m  o u t s i d e  
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own conv e f i o n s  
and w i l l  and c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  r e 
c t i  re rner i ts  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
Even i f  t h e r e  w e re  su ch  Commun
i s t s ,  t h e y  w o u I d  n o t  be w o r x h a 
c e n t  "  ( S t a l i i " ,  J , CW, v o l  10, 
p 134)

On '"he o t h e r  h a n d ,  S t a l i n  a t  
t h e  same t i m e  s p r e a d  s h a r p  f i r e  
a g a i n s t  t h o s e  o p L o r t u n i s t s  who 

r a i d e d  " n a t i o n a l  p a r t ■ c u I a r i t i e s "  +o de 
ny t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t Ke Co mmun is t  I n t e r 
n a t i o n a  I

In  h i s  sp ee ch  in  t h e  A m e r i c a n  Com
m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s i d i u m  o f  t h e  ECCI in  
1929,  S t a l i n  s a i d  t h a t  " i t  w o u ld  be 
w ro ng  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p e c u l i 
a r i t i e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s m  The 

Com m un is t  P a r t y  in  i t s  w o r k  m u s t  t a k e  
the m  i n t o  a c c o u n t  B u t  i t  w o u ld  be 
s t i l l  more w ro ng  t o  base  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t h e  Com m un is t  P a r t y  on t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  
f e a t u r e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  e v e r y  C om m un is t  P a r t y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C om m un is t  P a r t y ,  
on w h i c h  i t  m u s t  base  i t s e l f ,  m us t  be 
t h e  g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
w h i c h  a r e  t h e  same f o r  a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  
and n o t  i t s  s p e c i f i c  f e a t u r e s  in  any  
g i v e n  c o u n t r y  I t  i s  on t h i s  t h a t  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  C om m un is t  P a r t y  
i s  f o u n d e d  "

The C l ,  as  in  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p l a y e d  
a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in  o f f e r i n g  
g u i d a n c e  and d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e m e r g i n g  
M a r x i s t  movement in  t h e  U S d u r i n g  
t h e  I 9 2 0 ' s  and 1 9 3 0 ' s  To b e t t e r  un 
d e r s t a n d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  Com
i n t e r n  f o r  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i s t s ,  and 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  CPUSA t o  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n is t  move men t ,  we 
a r e  r e p r i n t i n g  t h i s  e x c e r p t  f r o m  an
a r t i c l e  by A l e x  B i t t e l m a n  
o f  C o m i n t e r n  L e a d e r s h i p , "  
C o m m u n is t ,  M a rc h ,  1934

"Mi IesTones 
f r o m  The
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We shall sketch briefly the most outstanding events in the life 
of the American Party where consultation with and advice from 
the Comintern marked off a special stage m the development of the 
revolutionary movement in the United States

The bringing together of all American revolutionary workers 
into om. Communist Part\— to realize this historic task of the Amer
ican working class with the least waste of time and energy— was 
the first of the more significant acts of advice of the Comintern to 
the revolutionary workers in the United States Considering the his
torically delayed organizational break with the opportunists in the 
Socialist movement, on the one hand, and the heterogeneous char
acter of the left elements in the American labor movement out of 
which came the Communist Party, on the other hand, this unifica
tion w s  no easy or simple task The difficulties lay in the “specific” 
features of American capitalism and of the labor movement And 
in the years 1919-1921, the best elements of the American work
ing class had been struggling to overcome the effects of these “spe
cific” features and to arrive at a united and single Communist Party 
If it were possible to imagine those years without a Communist 
International (w'hich, of course, is impossible), these struggles for 
Communist unity would have been infinitely more protracted, waste
ful, and harmful than was actually the case But there was a Com- 
munist International, led by Lenin, and consequently, there was 
made available to the revolutionary workers of the United States 
the world experiences and prestige of the Bolshevik movement which 
has gone through a long struggle with opportunism and built up a 
united Communist Party These experiences the Comintern utilized 
in order to help the American Communists of those years to solve 
their own specific problems of unity and these problems we-'e solved 
A unified and single Communist Party was materialized in the 
United States in shorter time, less painfully and wastefully, than 
would have been the case without the advice and assistance of the 
Comintern Is there a single class-conscious worker in the United 
States who, having familiarized himself with this event, would re
proach the Comintern for “ interfering” in American affairs or re
proach the American Communists for accepting this “ interference” ? 
No, only Muste & Co , and the renegades, who echo the chauvinism 
of the Yankee imperialists, will utter such reproaches

We come now to another milestone of Comintern leadership 
This time it was the problem of breaking through the walls o f il
legality erected by the American bourgeoisie between the young 
Communist Party and the working class The Communists, having 
been driven underground and outlawed by the forerunners of the 
present New Dealers— Wilson-Palmer— in 1919-1920, were strug
gling to find their way to the masses despite the illegality and govern
mental persecutions What were the special difficulties for the solution 
of this problem? They arose from the danger of seeking to achieve 
legality by sacrificing Communist principles and hiding the revolu
tionary line, on the one hand, and from the danger of trying to 
preserve intact the Communist principles by abandoning all serious 
fight for legal and open work, on the other hand The way to the 
masses, the Communist Party could then find only by fighting and 
overcoming these Right and “left” opportunist dangers One of the 
founders of the recently launched Muste American Workers’ Party, 
Hardman-Salutsky, was at that time especially active in trying to 
switch the Communist movement to the path of buying legality by 
sacrificing the revolutionary line Lacking the necessary Leninist 
training and experience, the American Communist Party found it 
extremely difficult to reach the correct solution of this task and was 
therefore torn between the two opportunist dangers of legalise 
liquidation of the Communist Party and underground sectarianism 
Once more the American Communists consulted with the Commun
ist International This was in 1921-1922 And the correct advice 
came, as it was bound to, and with its help the Workers’ Party of 
America was organized which opened up for the illegal Communist 
Party of America wide opportunities for open revolutionary work 
among the masses Illegal work, that is, revolutionary mass work that 
could not be done openly because of governmental persecutions, was 
not abandoned but continued, the illegal work supplementing the 
legal, and vice versa The Party authority continued to rest in the 
underground Communist Party, as it should be under these condi
tions And when the influence of the Communists in the Workers’ 
Party had become firmly established, and the basic revolutionary 
mass work could be carried on through the Workers’ Pam  legally, 
then the underground Communist Party became merged with the 
Workers’ Party, that is, the latter became the Communist Party of 
the country American Communism thus solved its immediate task 
and reached a higher stage m its development towards becoming the 
mass Party of the American proletariat

What was it that proved especially helpful for the American 
Communists in the Comintern advice on legal and illegal work? It 
was the vyorld and Russian experience of Bolshevism Under Lenin’s 
guidance the Bolsheviks had repeatedly met and solved such and 
similar problems and solved them successfully, as history has proved 
The Bolshevik solutions, while primarily applied in Russia because 
there was the Party to do it, were based upon the experiences of 
the working class movement all over the world and thus acquired 
an mterrtational significance The American Communists have been 
helped by the Comintern m applying these solutions to American 
conditions In doing so they have not only defeated, the efforts of 
the bqurgeoisie to strangle the revolutionary movement in the period 
of 1919-1921, but have also acquired knowledge and skill to defeat 
such efforts again, especially m the present period of sharp turn to 
fascism and war which inevitably brings new attacks upon the legal
ity of the Communist Party and the working class movement as a 
whole Will any sincere and militant worker in the United States, 
who is loyal to his class and its liberation from the misery and suffer-
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ings of capitalism, reproach the Comintern for having he'ped the 
American revolutionary workers to defeat the Wilson-Palmer per
secutions? And will such a worker hold it against the American 
Communist Party for having accepted this helpful guidance? No, 
only Muste-Hardman & Co , led by the renegades, will indulge in 
such reproaches, because this warm and select company is echoing the 
raging chauvinism of the Yankee imperialists

The next milestone in the Comintern leadership for the Amer
ican Partv we find on the question of trade union work On this, 
more perhaps than on any other question, the lef* and miutint ele
ments in the American labor movement, in the ‘wo decades before 
the emergence of the Comintern (not to go .n‘o th„ pre-imperial- 
lst era), had got themselves tangled up in insoluble difficulties, 
torn between reformism and anarcho-syndicalism, onlv because they 
were unable, by their own efforts, to restore and further develop 
the revolutionary teachings of Marx and to apply them to the 
United States of the imperialist era Lenin did that, but the 
American militants (even they ) were too provincial, not enough m- 
t-i national, because still influenced by bourgeois ideology, to hpd 
out what Leninism stands for and what it could do for the progress 
of the American working class The Comintern brought the Amer
ican militants and lefts closer to the world labor movement ard to 
the basic problems of the American labor movement The trade 
union question was one of them The young Amencan Commun
ist movement struggled painfully to throw off the ballast of Gom- 
pers-Hillquit reformism and DeLeon-1 W  W  sectarianism, some
times falling victim to the former, at other times to the latter, and 
occasionally to both Even the best and most experienced among the 
left and militant leaders of the American workers, the builders and 
founders of the revolutionary movement of the Amencan workers 
in the lmpenalist era, such as the late Charles E Ruthenberg, 
as well as the present leader of our Party, William Z Foster, were 
able to rid themselves and our movement of the old ballast of op
portunism only by coming closer to Leninism and into the Comin
tern By becoming more international, the proletarian vanguard in 
the United States has become also more American, because the inter
national experience, as it is incorporated in Leninism and in Comin
tern guidance, helped the American Communists to come closer to 
the basic masses of the American proletariat and to begin to function 
is the leaders of its struggles against Amencan capitalism

It was Comintern advice and guidance that helped the Amencan 
Communists to turn full face to the building of a left-wing in the 
reformist unions beginning with 1920, it was the advice of the 
Comintern that helped formulate a correct solution to one of the 
basic problems of the American proletariat—the organization of the 
unorganized into trulc unions, it was advice of the Comintern on 
independent leadership of the economic struggles by the revolution
ary elements that helped formulate strike policies and tactics, it was 
Comintern advice of how to revolut onize the labor movement, 
through organization and leadership of the daily struggles of the 
masses and systematic exposure and struggle against the reformists, 
that helped the Americin Communists to prove to wide misses ot 
workers and toilers that the C P U S A is the only true proletarian 
party in the United States and the leader of all exploited In short, 
at every stage in the development of the revolutionary trade union 
movement in the United States (1  U E L , class struggle unions of 
the T  U U L , the application of the united front on the trade union 
field, the fight for trade union unity, etc ), it was with the hedp of 
tile Comintern that the Amercan revolutionary workers were able 
to find the collect w u , to correct their errors and, through mani
fold changes in tactics, to press on to the goal of building a revolu
tionary trade union movement in the United States

Comintern influence on the development of revolutionary trade 
union policies in the United States has especial significance Here as 
in other capitalist countries the imperialist bourgeoisie, with the help 
of the reformists, succeeded in splitting the work ig class, setting 
the small minority of “ labor aristocrats” against the basic mass of 
the proletariat Following out this policy, the reformist trade union 
bureaucracy was persistently shutting out of trade union organiza
tion the bulk of the American proletariat, especially its most op
pressed and exploited sections This it was that constituted and still 
constitutes one of the chief weaknesses of the Amencan working 
class And the most damning indictme it against the A F of L 
bureaucracy is its discnmmation and exclusion of the Negro prole- 
tanat It is significant, therefore, that the first question which Com
rade Stalm put to the Amencan trade union delegation was “ How 
do you account for the small percentage of American worker's 
organized in trade unions?” And he added “ I would like to ask 
the delegation whether it regards this small percentage of organized 
workers as a good thing Does not the delegation think that this small 
percentage is an indication of the weakness of the American prole
tariat and of the weakness of its weapon in the struggle against the 
capitalists in the economic field?” This was in 1927 Lack of space 
does not permit to deal here with the answer of the delegation Suf
fice it to say that this delegation, made up as it was of so-called pro
gressives, really bourgeois liberals, was in its answers, at best, very 
helpless and confused But the intent of Stalin’s question is clear 
Why don’t you organize the workers in trade unions? Why don’t 
you strengthen them against the capitalists? And it was in this direc
tion that the Comintern threw the full weight of its influence and ad
vice in the American labor movement Organize the basic sections of 
the proletariat into unions, liberate the existing mass trade unions from 
the stranglehold of the reformists, and unify the trade union move
ment of this country—this was the nature of Comintern guidance 
to the revolutionary workers in the United States Tactics and 
methods of work might vary, depending upon the state of the class 
struggle In the light of recent events, the Communist Party favors
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the organization of independent unions in those cases where such a 
measure would constitute a step in advance towards the revolutioniza- 
tion of the trade union movement But the strategic aim always re
mained the same, and for this aim the Communist Party fights bravely 
and persistently and with increasing effectiveness The general 
crisis of capitalism, undermining the basis of existence of large num- 
beis of the “labor anstocraev” as well as of the working class as a 
whole, creates ever more tavorable conditions for the realization of 
this aim So, we ask again can any American worker, who is alive 
to the needs of his class and is willing to fight for them, find any
thing to object to in this “ nterference” of the Communist Interna
tional in American affairs And will he object to the Communist 
Party of the U S accepting and taking deep satisfaction in such 
“interference” ? No, he will not Only Muste and Co , abetted by 
the renegades, will object and will call it “outside dictation” , be
cause these groups echo the mad chauvinism of the Yankee impe
rialists

We shall now relate another significant instance of Comintern 
leadership in the U S  In the years 1921-1924, one of the im
portant phases of the American labor movement was a widespiead 
urge for the organization of a Labor Party The left-wing in the 
Socialist Party, and the first Communist Party conventions, took a 
completely negative attitude towards it But in their struggle to 
establish contact with the masses and with their movements against 
capitalism and its major political parties, the American Communists 
came to adopt the position of active participation in the Labor Party 
movements The aim of this position was to accelerate the existing 
bieak-away movement of the workers and toiling farmers from 
the capitalist parties and to direct this movement along the channels 
of independent working class political action Comintern influence 
and advice strengthened the American Communists in this determi
nation, thus helping to overcome the various sectarian objections to 
such a policy But it also did something else, it tried to guard the 
American Communists against some of the reformist dangers For 
instance, the danger of forcing the organization of a Labor Party 
before there was a sound proletarian mass basis laid for it, or the 
danger of the Labor Party movement becoming a tail end to the 
petty-bourgeois Farmer-Labor movements with the inevitable sub
merging of the workers and the young Communist Party into this 
petty-bourgeois outfit controlled by bourgeois politicians The Com
intern advice was Beat back your sectarian tendencies, participate 
actively in the Labor Party movement, build unceasingly your own 
proletarian base and the proletarian mass base for the Labor Party, 
especially by building the revolutionary trade union movement, and 
fight against all Right opportunist tendencies to submerge the work
ers in petty-bourgeois movements Unfortunately this advice was not 
always followed, with the result that the Communist Party itself 
began to flirt with the petty-bourgeois farmer-labor party and with 
the late La Follette (1923-1924) If continued, such flirtation 
might have become highly dangerous for the cause of working class 
independent political action and for the Communist Party Again 
Comintern advice was thrown in to straighten out the Party’s line, 
and at the Sixth Congress of the Comintern the American expe
riences were evaluated afresh This was done in the light of the 
general analysis of the world (and American) situation which 
showed the weikenmg of the relative stabilization of capitalism, the 
approach of a new and sharper phase of its general crisis, and the 
consequent growing radicalization of the masses This was in 1928 
And the Congress said to the American Communists “Concentrate 
on the work in the trade unions, on organizing the unorganized, etc , 
and in this way lay the basis for the practical realization of the slo
gan of a broad Labor Party, organized from below ”

No wonder Muste, Hardman-Salutsky and Co do not like Com
intern “ interference”, because it helps to expose, and cuts straight 
across, the reformist machinations of this “left” social-fascist outfit 
In 1922, the Communist Party was forced to expel from its ranks 
this same Hardman-Salutsky because he was working hand in glove 
with the A F of L bureaucracy and the farmer-labor partv politicians 
agamst the organization of a Labor Party and against the labor party'  
policies of the Communist Party of which he was then a member 
Now, when the Communist Party concentrates on building the firm 
proletarian base (in the unions and in the shops and among the un
employed) upon which alone, as experience has shown, a broad 
Labor Party organized from below can come into existence without 
the danger of its becoming the tail end of reformist and bourgeois 
farmer-labor politicians, the same Salutsky-Hardman, this time in 
company with Muste, proceeds again to collaborate with the A F 
of L bureaucracy and the farmer-labor politicians to oppose the h e 
of the Communist Party Only now, having “learned” from expe
rience, he and Muste are using the very Labor Party slogan for this 
purpose, for the purpose of obstructing the radicalization of the 
masses and of steering this radicalization into Farmer-Labor 
party channels The Comintern has helped the American workers 
and their Communist Party to expose and fight against this and simi
lar “left” maneuvers of the reformists, it has helped and is helping 
to build organized proletarian strength and to unite this strength 
with the exploited toiling farmers under working class leadership 
With Leninism as its guide, the Communist Party of the U S is 
fighting for the organization of the alliance between the workers, 
toiling farmers, and Negroes under the hegemony of the proletariat, 
ccyncentrating on developing the working class, politically and organi
zationally, as the true leader of this alliance Can the American 
class-conscious workers, and militant toiling farmers, reproach the 
Comintern for thus guiding the Amencan Communists and the 
struggling masses of the U S ?  Can they object to the Amencan 
Communists accepting and following out this advice? No, they 
cannot and they do not Only Muste, Hardman and Co raise such 
objections and this they do because the Yankee imperialists do it
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We come to a milestone of Comintern leadership in the U S 
that has been especiallv fruitful in making the fight for proletarian 
internationalism live and real and in projecting the liberating mission 
of the American proletariat in a most concrete and telling m innei 
We refer here to the Communist program for Negro liberation 
It was no accident that this was the problem— the Negro problem in 
the U S — that it took the revolutionary workers of *\ne ica die 
longest, in point of time, to become awaie of and to find a so1i,t ui 
for Bourgeois ideology, the “white prejudices” of the old slave 
market, had poisoned the minds, not alone of the backw ard strata ot 
tne toilers, but also the most advanced sections And thus we find 
that the left-wing of the Socialist Party which formed the Com
munist Party somehow “overlooked” the national-revolutionary sig
nificance of the Negro liberation struggles And even when the 
American communists had finally begun to grapple with the Negro 
question in a Lenin st wav, starting practical mass work to organize 
the white and Negro toilers to struggle for Negro rights, there still 
was considerable hesitation and confusion among the weaker, ele
ments of the Communist movement to project boldly the full Lenin
ist solution of the problem Once more came the “outside” in
fluence of the Comintern, and what did it say? It said that the 
struggle agamst discrimination and for Negro rights is a revolutionary 
struggle for the national liberation of the Negroes, that we must 
fight for complete Negro equality, and that in the Black Belt the 
full realization of this demand requires the fight for the national 
self-determination of the Negroes, including the right to separation 
from the United States and the organization of an independent state 
Furthermore, it was the interpretation of Leninism and its application 
to the United States as made by the Comintern that showed the 
American Communists that the agrarian revolution in the Black 
Belt, where the Negro masses are mostly peasants and semi-serfs, is 
the basis of the national-liberation movement and that this movement 
is one of the allies of the Amencan proletariat in the struggle for 
the dictatorship of the proletariat The Lovestone renegades advocate 
the bourgeois theory tint capitalist development itself, the ‘mdus- 
tnahzation of the South”, will solve the Negro question The Com
munist Party— following the lead of the Comintern— says that only 
the national-revolutionary movement of the Negroes, as an organic 
part and ally of the proletarian revolution, will solve the Negro 
question From this point of view, the Amencan Communists are 
able to expose the Muste-Hardman position on this question as bour
geois liberalism in words and Yankee white chauvinism in deeds 
Will the Negro workers, farmers, and city poor consider the Comin
tern advice on the Negro question as “outside dictation” ? No 
They will, as they actually do, receive this advice with outstretched 
arms and will continue in ever-larger masses to rally around the 
Communist Party as the leader of the liberation fight And will the 
white workers, those belonging to the dominating nationality in the 
United States but who are already awake to their true mteiests, 
will they perhaps resent this advice as “outside dictation” ? No 
Some of these class-conscious white workers may still hesitate be
cause they are as yet not completely free from the bourgeois curse 
of white chauvinism, but none of them will say that this advice is 
not in the best interests of the American working class and of all 
exploited

Let us now cast just a glance (space does not permit more than 
that) at still another “dictation” from the Comintern— the advice 
to the Amencan Communists and to the revolutionary trade union 
movement to make the demand for unemployment insurance one 
of the major issues of the class struggle Not that the Amencan 
Communists were not aware of the importance of this demand, but 
(for a time) they had not managed, for various reasons, to project 
this demand into the mass struggles in a really effective wav The 
Comintern began to stress this issue long before the outbreak of the 
economic ensis with its 17 million fully unemploved Seeing the 
permanent unemployed army of over 4 million workers in the years 
of “prospenty” , and foreseeing the end of relative capitalist stabili
zation which would catastrophically increase unemployment, as it did, 
the Comintern undertook to prepare the proletarian vanguard, the 
Communist Party, and through it the whole working class for ef
fective struggle against unemployment The Communist Party, 
guided by the Comintern, eventually succeeded in making this de
mand, together with the demand for immediate relief to the unem
ployed, a major issue in the class struggle of the United States And 
it is indisputable that whatever relief was “granted” to the workers, 
through governmental agencies and otherwise, was a result mainly 
of the struggles initiated by the Communist Partv and the revolu
tionary trade-union movement Furthermore, these struggles had 
a powerful revolutionizing effect upon wide masses of workers 
Will the unemployed American workers, who know these facts, as 
well as the class conscious employed workers, resent this “ inter
ference” of the Comintern in American affairs? No, they will not, 
they will say if this is what Comintern leadership means, we are all 
lor it, despite the chauvinistic “Americanisms” of the Right and 
“left” social-fascists and their renegade companions

And lastly— the liquidation of the factional situation in the 
Communist Party It is on this, more than anything else, that the 
Muste-Hardman outfit, led by the Lovestone renegades and the 
Trotskvist counter-revolutionaries, choose to illustrate the “outside 
dictation” and interference of the Communist International Well, 
the facts speak for themselves By the early summer of 1929, the 
factional cancer had been spreading to the vitals of the Communist 
Party for many years was beginning to threaten the most serious 
consequences A break up of the Party into various pieces with some 
of them getting switched into the channels of “left” reformism, 
others getting tangled up m some hopeless sectarian nooks, while
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sffll otherb be ng caught in the nets of Trotskyism, seemed almost 
inevitable, it a quick and radical end was not made with the fac
tional situation And remember these were the dangers confronting 
the Communist Party at the very threshold of the economic cnsis, 
authority and wisdom, in so speaking, in pointing out the dangers 
and the way to avoid them, the Comintern released the initiative 
and creative activity of the overwhelming majority of the Part), the 
initiative that had become paral)zed during the >ears of faction d 
fight, and on the basis of this initiative of the Part) membership, 
with the help of this power, the Part) was able to cleanse itseli 
of the hopelessly factional elements and of the Right and “ le ft” 
opportunist groupings that went with the factions and thus laid the 
basis for the subsequent unification of the Party and its fresh stirt 
on the field of revolutionary mass work The Comintern did “ in
terfere” , there can be no doubt of that And it is fortunate that it 
did And if )ou wish to know what precisely it was that fired the 
imagination and enthusiasm of the membership and s)mpathizers ot 
the Communist Party of the U S to endorse and follow out the 
advice of the Comintern in making an end to factionalism and in 
cleansing itself of the Lovestone opportunists and the conciliators, 
read once more St din’s speeches on the question W e must quote it 
least this

“ I thine, comrades, that the An erican Communist Part) is one 
of those few Communist Parties in the world upon which histor)
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has laid tasks of a dec sive character from the point of view of the 
world revolutionary movement You all know very well the strength 
and power of American imperialism Man) now think ftk it was 
spoken in Mav, 1929] that the gene-al crisis of world capitalism 
will not affect Amer ca T hit, of course, is not true It is entirelv 
untrue, comrades The crisis of world capitalism is developing with 
increasing rapidity and cannot but affect American capitalism The 
three million now unemployed in America arc the first swallows 
ind caring the ripening of the economic crisis in America The sharp
ening antagomsms between America and England, the struggle for 
mirkets and raw materials and, finally, the colossal growth of ar
maments—that is the second portent of the approaching crisis I 
think the moment is not far off when a revolutionary crisis will 
develop in America And when a revolutionary crisis develops in 
Ame-ica, that will be the beginning of the end of world capitalism 
as a whole It is essential that the American Communist Partv should 
be capable of meeting that historical moment fully prepared and 
of assuming the leadership of the impend ng class struggle in Amer
ica Every effort and every means must be employed in preparing 
for that, comrades For that end the American Communist Party 
must be improved and bolshevized For that end we must work 
for the compltte liquidation of factionalism and deviations in the 
Party For that end we must work for the re establishment of unity 

in the Communist Part) of America For that end we must work 
in order to forg real revolutionary cadres and a real revolution 
arv leadership of the proletariat, capable of leading the many 
millions of the Amerinn working class toward the revolutionary 
class struggle Eo- th if nd all personal factors and factional ron 
siderations must be laid aside and the revolutionary education of 
the working class of America must be placed above all ”

This brief summary of the importance 
of the Comintern in regard to the de
velopment of Marxism-Leninism in the 
United States covers the first 15 years 
of the Cl Up untiI its dissolution 
in May 1943, the Comintern provided a 
guiding light to all national sections 
through its systematic upholding of the 
principles of Marxism-Leninism from 
vulgarization and distortion by all 
opportunist elements in the working 
class movement worldwide, by con
cretely helping to consolidate and pro
mote the working class movements in 
numerous countries, and by helping to 
mobiIize the workers for the defense ot 
their economic and political struggles 
against monopoly capitalism and fas
cism And it was the Comintern, who 
systematically provided clear and re
liable theoretical guidance to the un
even development of each of the growing 
workers' parties around the world

By 1943, however, the Comintern was 
not able to fulfill these tasks in the 
same manner, due to the great differ
ences and problems faced by individual 
countries as a result of World War 2, 
and the spread of fascism Therefore, 
the Comintern was dissolved in order 
to faciIitate the "work of alI patriots 
of all countries for uniting the pro
gressive forces of their respective 
countries, regardless of party or 
religious faith, into a single camp of 
national liberation for unfolding the 
struggle against fascism "
(From Resolution of the ECCI Recom
mending 1 he Dissolution of the Communis*- 
Internationa', May I5, I943)

STAND TOWARD THE COMINTERN

In looking back, we must draw two 
very important lessons regarding the 
Comintern First, that the revolu
tionary course of any country, even with 
the best guidance provided from afar, 
depends first and foremost upon the 
internal development of the revolution
ary movement in that country This, 
obviously, was the case with the CPUSA 
In too many cases to cite here, the Cl 
directed the CPUSA along a correct 
course - in regard to factory nuclei 
or the Black Nation in the Black Belt 
South - only to have the internal con
tradictions within the party undermine 
the correci; leadership given by the Cl 
As Mao Tse-Tung points out in On Con- 
trad iction, the external factors are 
the conditions of change, but it is the 
internal factors which are the basis of 
change

Second, and most important for us 
now, is our attitude toward the Comin
tern today. For the most part,

American communists are ignorant of the 
Cl and to a large extent, cut off from 
the history of the American communist 
movement, and of the international com
munist movement The Cl was not just 
another body whose opinions we can 
take or discard at will It presented, 
as Stalin pointed out, the "holy of 
holies of the working class," as it was 
based at every turn, upon the direction 
given it by Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin, and represented the summation 
of class struggle around the world 
Thai is vhy one's altitude toward fne 
Comintern todav is a n d T e r  of class 
srand

This lesson is most vividly illus
trated by the stand comrades take 
toward the existence of an oppressed 
nation in the Black Belt South It was 
the position of Lenin, Stalin, and the 
Comintern, that an oppressed nation 
existed in the Black Belt South with
•he fu riaht of self determ mati

up To and including ihe right q t seces
sion (see Comintern reprint, "The 1928 
and 1930 Comintern R e s o l u n o n s  on the 
Black National Question in The United 
States", pp 12-17 of this issue) As 
Marxist-Leninists, we accept this po- 
siTion as representing the correct 
application of toe teachings of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and Stalin as applied to 
the concrete conditions in m e  U n n e d  
Stated We ao not jump to raise the 
particularities of the development of 
capitalism in the U S (such as the 
"nation cf a new type theory"), in 
order to negate The universal features 
of capitalist development worldwide

If an honest comrade holds the view 
that either Lenin, Stalin or the Comin
tern were wrong, on this or any other 
question, or that the particular con
ditions of capitalism in the United 
States now negates the position of the 
Comintern, then she or he has an obli
gation to raise this viewpoint in a 
correct Marxist-Lemmst manner 
This does not mean strut m g  around de
nying the Comintern or raising doubts 
about the Comintern, or speculating on 
the exceptional development of capital
ism in the U S (Good teachers here by 
negative example would be the recent 
anti-Marxist publications, "Critique 
of the Black Nation Thesis," or the 
New Voice's "Defeat The 'National 
Question' Line In the US and Unite to
Fight Racism")

On the contrary, it means that a 
genuine Marxist-Leninist begins with 
an acceptance of the historical posi
tion of the international communist 
movement and seeks to understand that 
position in an objective, scientific

manner Ihen, if questions arise, 
this comrade should set out to study, 
investigate, and scientifically seek 
truths from facts in order to develop 
a correct line on the Black National 
Question in the United States, on the 
basis of current concrete conditions 
But until such time as this work has 
been concluded, until such time as the 
comrade has made a systematic study 
and investigation of the question, and 
is prepared to demonstrate the in
adequacy of Lenin's, Stalin's or the 
Comintern's position, she/he must re
frain from spreading petty bourgeois 
doubts about the historical experience 
summed up by the Comintern Such 
arrogant anti-Marxist behavior rejects 
the objective validity of Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Tse Tung Thought as a 
science, rejects the international ex
perience of the communist movement, 
and bows to the most reactionary right 
opportunist tendencies of American 
exceptionaIism

On the other hand, communists always 
guard against any tendency not to ask 
the whys and wherefores of every ques
tion, in order that comrades may be 
confident and capable of finding their 
own bearings on each important question 
In regard to the Black National Ques
tion, the MLOC recognizes the existence 
of an oppressed nation in the Black 
Belt South with the full right to self 
determination, up to and including 
secession At the same time, we re
cognize the need for further documen
tation on this question, and are 
proceeding to carry out investigation 
In particular, each of Stalin's five 
criteria must be clearly and fully 
demonstrated, and the slogan of the 
right of nations to self determination 
must be given concrete programmatic 
content

In closing, we hope that this 
brief introduction will assist com
rades in undertaking further study of 
the Communist International on many 
other questions In the following 
pages we present the 1924 position of 
the Cl on factory nuclei, and an ex
cerpt from the Program of the Commun
ist International, "The Ultimate Aim 
of the Communist InternationaI-WorId 
Communists "

Party building requires that al l  
comrades study the current conditions,  
history,  and the international revolu
tionary experience in order to draw 
conclusions from this  study as a 
guide to action The study of  the Cl 
is  nothing more than the study of the 
history of the international communist 
movement from 1919-1943
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NUCLEI 1 9 2 4
The ^o ttoe ’in g  le s o lu t io n  on th e  Ot- 

g a n iz a tio n  o f Facto ry  'Judea was unan
im ously idcn ted  a t  th e  Session o{) th e  
Presid ium  of, the E C C 7 on Jonucjty 21, 
1924, u i t h  th e  p ro v is o , th a t  amendments 
n e c e s s ita te d  by c o n d itio n s  w ith in  th e  
va rio us  Sections may be i d ao  dated.

The Party organisation must be adapt
ed fo the concitions and aims of its 

work. Under the reformist policy of the 

Socia I-Democratic parties, which en
deavoured to exert an influence upon the 

bourgeois government by means of the 

ballot box, it was natural that atten

tion should be chiefly directed to the 

organisation of voters The organisa

tion, therefore, was based upon elector

al divisions and residential areas 

The Communist Party inherited this form 

of organisation from the Social-Demo

cratic parties, but it is entirely op
posed, not only to the final aims of the 

Communist Party, but also to its immed

iate tasks. The final aim of our Party 

is to overthrow the power of the bour
geoisie, seize power for the working 
class, and bring Communism into being 
Its immediate tasks are to win the ma

jority of the working class by active 

participation in the everyday struggles 
of the working masses, and to secure 

the leadership of these struggles 

This can only be achieved by means of 
the closest contact between our Party 

organisations and the working masses in 

the factories
It was from this point of view “that 

the Third Congress of the Communist 

International decided that the basis of 

the Communist Party must be the factory 

nuclei In the majority of the Sections 

of the Communist International this has 

not yet been carried into effect, and 

in many, the question of organising fac

tory nuclei has not even been concretely 

formulated The experience of the Ger

man revolution (at the end of 1923), 
once more clearly demonstrated that 

without factory nuclei and the closest 

contact with the working masses, it is 

impossible to draw the latter into the 

struggle and to lead them, that it is 

impossible to gauge their moods accur

ately and thus take advantage of the 
most favourable moment for our action, 

and that it is useless to expect victory 

over the bourgeoisie

THE FUNDAMENTAL FORMS OF LOCAL 

ORGANISATION

-♦“ I The factory nuclei form the basis 

of the Party Organisation. All Commu

nists working in a factory must be mem
bers of the nucleus in that factory

Note Where there are only one or 

two Party members in a factory and, 

therefore, they cannot form a nucleus, 

they are to be attached to the nucleus 

of the nearest factory, which must con

duct the work in all adjacent factories 

where there are no nuclei 

-♦-2 Communists who do not work in 

factories, workshops, shops, etc 

(housewives, domestic servants, house 

porters, etc ), form residential Party 

nuclei

Note Members of factory nuclei who 

live in other sections are obliged to 
register with the committee of the sec

tion (part of the town) where they re

side The section committee assigns 

them to residential nuclei Members of 

Party nuclei of other sections who are 

assigned by Section Committees to re

sidential nuclei, vote in these nuclei 

on questions which they have voted on 

in the factory nuclei (questions of 

Party principle, election of Party 

delegates, etc )

- ♦ - 3  Unemployed members remain attached 

to the nucleus of the factory where 
they were formerly employed In the 
event of protracted unemployment, with 

the consent of the section committee, 

they may leave their nucleus and be 

transferred to the sub-section where 

they live, and be attached to another 

nucleus
-♦-4 In small industrial centres, towns 
and villages, where the workers reside 

in close proximity to their factories, 

or farms, uniform nuclei are formed as 

far as possible around the factory or 

farm >

-♦-5 Factory nuclei and residential 

nuclei elect an executive committee 

consisting of fhree, or at most, five 

persons The elections take place at 

the general meetings of the nuclei The 

executive committee of the nucleus dis
tributes the work amoungst its members 
According to the size of the nucleus, 

the executive committee appoints com

rades for the distribution of litera
ture, the conduct of propaganda, a com
rade for trade union work, one to con

duct the work of the fractions in the 

factory councils, one for co-operafion 

with the young Communist nucleus, one 
to conduct the work among women, etc

6 Party members who are members of 

a factory nucleus pay their dues to 

that nucleus, Party members who are 

members of a residential nucleus pay

their dues to the latter

-♦-7 In large town where there are 

numerous factory and residential nuclei, 
they are united into sub-sections The 

sub-sections are joined into sections 

All the sections of a large town con

stitute the local organisation The

section committee fixes its own sub

sections In doing so, the section com
mittee should attempt as far as possible 

to form the sub-sections around large 

factories.
In medium sized towns, sub-sections 

should be formed, uniting the factory 

and the residential nuclei The sub

sections constitute the local organi

sation. In small towns and villages 

the nuclei are united into local groups 

The local organisations in medium-sized 

towns and the local groups of small 

towns and of villages are united into 

sub-districts 

Note

Note Sub-sections and local groups, 

in accordance with local needs and re

quirements, hold regular meetings of 

all the members of the factory and re

sidential nuclei of their sub-section 

-♦-8 At the head of each sub-section 

or local group, is an executive commit

tee consisting of from three to five 

persons, elected at the general meeting 

of the members of the nuclei of the 

sub-section or local group, or else, 

depending upon local conditions (e g , 

when the Party is illegal) at delegate 

conferences The election of the sec

retary of the committee of the sub

section and of the local groups must be 

confirmed by the section committee (in 

the country districts, by the district 

committee) At the head of the section 

(city) and the sub-district (country) 
is the section or sub-district committee 

elected at section or sub-district 

Party conferences

-♦-9 At the sub-section and group dele

gate meetings, and at district and sub- 

district conferences, the nuclei should 

be represented in proportion to the 

size of their membership, but in such 

a manner that the majority should con

sist of delegates from the factory nu

clei The number of delegates from each 

nucleus should be decided by the sub- 

secf or rr sub-districr committee

In organisations where, owing to the 

fact that they are illegal, it is im

possible to have a large representation 

at the sections or sub-district confer

ences, the delegates may be elected 

not directly by the nuclei, but at sub

section or group delegate meetings 

-♦-10 Local committees (in large 

towns) are elected at local conferences 

consisting of delegates from all the 

sections elected at section conferences 

in proportion to the size of the mem

bership of the district 

-♦~I I In order to increase the influ

ence of the factory nuclei, more than 

half the members, both of the sub

section committees and of the section 

committees should be members of factory 

nuclei The local committees should 

consist partly of factory workers 

-♦-12 Where the Party is illegal, the 

\ igher Party organs in special circum

stances (e.g , the arrest of a section 

committee, etc ) have the right to ap
point new members of the section com

mittee, with the understanding that a 

delegate meeting or conference will be 

summoned at the first opportunity in 

order to confirm the appointed committee 

or elect a new one Members of a com

mittee who have escaped arrest have the 
right of co-opting new members to the 

committee, with the agreement and con

firmation of the higher Party organs, 

until a conference is summoned If 

the Party is illegal, the number of 

members of the section committee should 

be as small as possible

THE TASKS OF THE FACTORY NUCLEI

The political organisational work of 

the Party should be centred in the fac

tory nuclei, by leading the struggles 

of the working masses for their every
day needs, should direct them into the 

fight for the dictatorship of the pro

letariat A factory nucleus should, 

therefore, consider and determine its 

point of view upon every political or 

economic question agitating the working 

masses, and upon every conflict arising 
in the revoIutionary method of settling 

questions and as the most conscious and 

active part of the working class, must 

assume the leadership of the struggle

In addition to general Party work, 

the tasks of the factory nuclei are as 

follows
-♦-I To carry on Communist agitation 

and propaganda among the non-party 

working masses, by systematic instruc

tion of individual workers in order to 

draw them into the ranks of the Commu

nist Party, distribution of political 

literature in the factories, discussion 

of questions affecting the factory, and 

even the publication of a special fac

tory newspaper, the carrying on of 

social and agitational work among the 

factory workers
-♦-2. Determined and continuous efforts 

must be made to win elected posts in 
the shops, trade unions, co-operatives, 
■factory committees, control commissions.

Resolution of the Communist International (Cont p 18)
!0Sb -- \-. V V V ’ .*. .■ V. *. %
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I THE 1928 COMINTERN RESOLUTION ON THE NEGRO 
QUESTION IN THE UNITED STATES

1 The industrialization of the South, the concentration of 
a new Negro working class population in the big cities of the 
East and North and the entrance of the Negroes into the basic 
industries on a mass scale, create the possibility for the Negro 
workers under the leadership of the Communist Party, to 
assume the hegemony of all Negro liberation movements, and to 
increase their importance and role in the revolutionary struggle 
of the American proletariat

The Negro working class has reached a stage of develop 
ment which enables it, if properly organized and well led, to 
fulfill successfully its double historical mission

(a) To play a considerable role in the class struggle against 
American imperialism as an important part of the American 
working class, and

(b) To lead the movement of the oppressed masses of the 
Negro population

2 The bulk of the Negro population (86%) live in the 
southern states of this number 74 per cent live in the rural 
districts and are dependent almost exclusively upon agriculture 
for a livelihood Approximately one half of these rural dwellers 
live in the so called "Black Belt, ' in which area they constitute 
more than 50 per cent of the entire population The great mass 
of the Negro agrarian population are subject to the most ruthless 
exploitation and persecution of a semi slave character In 
addition to the otdinary forms of capitalist exploitation, 
American imperialism utilizes every possible form of slave 
exploitation (peonage, share cropping, landlord supervision of 
crops and marketing etc ) for the purpose of extracting super 
profits On the basis of these slave remnants, there has grown up 
a super structure of social and political inequality that expresses 
itself in lynching, segregation, Jim Crowism, etc

Necessary Conditions for National Revolutionary Movement

3 The various forms of oppression of the Negro masses, 
who are concentrated mainly in the so-called "Black Belt," 
provide the necessary conditions for a national revolutionary 
movement among the Negroes The Negro agricultural laborers 
and the tenant farmers feel most the pressure of white 
persecution and exploitation Thus, the agrarian problem lies at 
the root of the Negro national movement The great majority of 
Negroes in the rural districts of the south are not "reserves of 
capitalist reaction," but potential allies of the revolutionary 
proletariat Their objective position facilitates their transforma
tion into a revolutionary force, which, under the leadership of 
the proletariat, will be able to participate in the joint struggle 
with all other workers against capitalist exploitation

4 It is the duty of the Negro workers to organize through 
the mobilization of the broad masses of the Negro population 
the struggle of the agricultural laborers and tenant farmers 
against all forms of semi-feudal oppression On the other hand, 
it is the duty of the Communist Party of the USA to 
mobilize and rally the broad masses of the white workers for 
active participation in this struggle For that reason the Party 
must consider the beginning of systematic work in the south as 
one of its main tasks, having regard for the fact that the bringing 
together of the workers and toiling masses of all nationalities for 
a joint struggle against the landowners and the bourgeoisie is 
one of the most important aims of the Communist International, 
as laid down in the resolutions on the national and colonial 
question of the Second and Sixth Congresses of the Comintern

For Complete Emancipation of Oppressed Negro Race

5 To accomplish thus task, the Communist Party must 
come out as the champion of the right of the oppressed Negro 
race for full emancipation While continuing and intensifying 
the struggle under the slogan of full social and political equality 
for the Negroes, which must remain the central slogan of our 
Party for work among the masses, the Party must come out 
openly and unreservedly for the right of the Negroes to national 
self determination in the southern states, where the Negroes 
form a majority of the population The struggle for equal rights 
and the propaganda for the slogan of self determination must be 
linked up with the economic demands of the Negro masses, 
especially those directed against the slave remnants and all 
forms of national and racial oppression Special stress must be 
laid upon organizing active resistance agamst lynching, Jim 
Crowism, segregation and all other forms of oppression of the 
Negro population

6 All work among the Negroes, as well as the struggle for 
the Negro cause among the whites, must be used, based upon 
the changes which have taken place in the relationship of classes 
among the Negro population The existence of a Negro 
industrial proletariat of almost two million workers makes it 
imperative that the main emphasis should be placed on these 
new proletarian forces The Negro workers must be organized

under the leadership of the Communist Party, and thrown into 
joint struggle together with the white workers The Party must 
learn to combine all demands of the Negroes with the economic 
and political struggle of the workers and the poor farmers

American Negro Question Part of World Problem

7 The Negro question in the United States must be treated 
in its relation to the Negro questions and struggles in other parts 
of the world The Negro race everywhere is an oppressed race 
Whether it is a minority ( USA,  etc ), majority (South Africa 
or inhabits a so called independent state (Liberia, etc), the 
Negroes are oppressed by imperialism Thus, a common tie o 
interest is established for the revolutionary struggle of race and 
national liberation from imperialist domination of the Negroes 
in various parts of the world A strong Negro revolutionary 
movement in the USA will be able to influence and direct the 
revolutionary movement in all those parts of the world where 
the Negroes are oppressed by imperialism

8 The proletarianization of the Negro masses makes the 
trade unions the principal form of mass organization It is the 
primary task of the Party to play an active part and lead in the 
work of organizing the Negro workers and agricultural laborers 
in trade unions Owing to the refusal of the majority of the 
white unions in the US A ,  led by the reactionary leaders, to 
admit Negroes to membership, steps must be immediately taken 
to set up special unions for those Negro workers who are not 
allowed to |oin the white unions At the same time, however 
the struggles for the inclusion of Negro workers in the existing 
unions must be intensified and concentrated upon, specia 
attention must be given to those unions in which the statutes 
and rules set up special limitations against the admission o 
Negro workers Primary duty of Communist Party in this 
connection is to wage a merciless struggle agamst the A F of L 
bureaucracy, which prevents the Negro workers from joining 
the white workers' unions The organization of special trade 
unions for the Negro masses must be carried out as part and 
parcel of the struggle against the restrictions imposed upon the 
Negro workers and for their admission to the white workers' 
unions The creation of separate Negro unions should in no way 
weaken the struggle in the old unions for the admission of 
Negroes on equal terms Every efiort must be made to see that 
all the new unions organized by the Left wing and by the 
Communist Party should embrace the workers of all nation 
alities and of all races The principle of one union for all 
workers in each industry, white and black, should cease to be a 
mere slogan of propaganda, and must become a slogan of action

Party Trade Union Work Among Negroes

9 While organizing the Negroes into unions and conducting 
an aggressive struggle against the anti Negro trade union policy 
of the A F of L , the Party must pay more attention than it has 
hitherto done to the work in the Negro workers' organizations, 
such as the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, Chicago 
Asphalt Workers' Union, and so on The existence of two 
million Negro workers and the further industrialization of the 
Negroes demand a radical change in the work of the Party 
among the Negroes The creation of working class organizations 
and the extension of our influence in the existing working class 
Negro organizations, are of much greater importance than the 
work in bourgeois and petty-bourgeois organizations, such as the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
the Pan African Congress, etc

10 The American Negro Labor Congress continues to 
exist only nominally Every effort should be made to strengthen 
this organization as a medium through which we can extend the 
work of the Party among the Negro masses and mobilize the 
Negro workers under our leadership After careful preparatory 
work, which must be started at once, another convention of the 
American Negro Labor Congress should be held A concrete 
plan must also be presented to the Congress for an intensified 
struggle for the economic, social, political and national demands 
of the Negro masses The program of the American Negro Labor 
Congress must deal specially with the agrarian demands of the 
Negro farmers and tenants in the south

11 The importance of trade union work imposes specia! 
tasks upon the Trade Union Educational League The T U E L 
has completely neglected the work among the Negro workers 
notwithstanding the fact that these workers are objectively in a 
position to play a very great part in carrying through the 
program of organizing the unorganized The closest contact 
must be established between the T U E L and the Negro masses 
The T U E L must become the champion in the struggle for the 
rights of the Negroes in the old unions and in the organizing of 
new unions for both Negroes and whites, as well as separate 
Negro unions

White Chauvinism Evidenced in the American Party

The C E C of the American Communist Party itself stated 
in its resolution of April 30, 1928, that "the Party as a whole
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" IN  THE UNITED STATES, THE NEGROES (ANV 
ALSO THE MULATTOES AND INDIANS) ACCOUNT 
FOR ONLY 77.7%. THEY SHOULD BE CLASSED 
AS AN OPPRESSED NATION, FOR THE EQUALITY 
WON IN  THE C IV IL  WAR OF 1 8 6 1 - 6 5  AND GUAR
ANTEED BY THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUB
LIC WAS IN  MANY RESPECTS INCREASINGLY 
CURTAILED IN  THE CHIEF NEGRO AREAS (THE 
SOUTH) IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRANSITION 
FROM THE PROGRESSIVE, PRE-MONOPOLY CAPI
TALISM OF 1 8 6 0 - 7 0  TO THE REACTIONARY, MO
NOPOLY CAPITALISM (IMPERIALISM OF THE 
NEW ERA, WHICH IN  AMERICA WAS ESPECIALLY 
SHARPLY ETCHED OUT BY THE SPANISH-AMERI
CAN IMPERIALIST WAR OF 1 8 9 9 , j l . i .  , A 
WAR BETWEEN TWO ROBBERS OVER THE D I V I 
SION OF THE BOOTY." (L e n in ,  CW, v o l .  23 , 
pp . 2 7 5 -6 )

" . . .  ALL COMMUNIST PARTIES SHOULD REN
DER DIRECT AID TO THE REVOLUTIONARY 
MOVEMENTS AMONG THE DEPENDENT AND UNDER
PRIVILEGED NATIONS (FOR EXAMPLE, IRE
LAND, THE AMERICAN NEGROES, ETC.j AND 
IN  THE COLONIES." (L e n in ,*C W , v o l .  31 , 
p . 148)

has not su ffic ien tly  realized the significance o f w ork among tl 
Negroes "  Such an a ttitude  toward the Party w ork among tl 
Negroes is, however, not satisfactory The tim e is ripe to  beg 
w ith in  the Party a courageous campaign o f self critic is  
concerning the w ork among the Negroes Penetrating se 
critic ism  is the necessary pre lim inary cond ition  fo r d irecting t 
Negro w ork along new lines

13 The Party must bear in m ind tha t w hite  chauvimsi 
which is the expression o f the ideological influence o f Am eric 
imperialism among the workers, not on ly  prevails amoi 
d iffe ren t strata o f the w hite  workers in the U S A ,  bu t is evi 
reflected in various form s in the Party itself W hite chauvinis 
has manifested itself even in open antagonism o f son 
comrades to the Negro comrades In some instances w in 
Communists were called upon to champion and to lead in tl 
most vigorous manner the figh t against w h ite  chauvinism Hit 
instead yielded to it In Gary w hite  members o f the Works 
Party protested against Negroes eating in the restaurai 
contro lled by the Party In D e tro it Party members yie ld ing 
pressure, drove ou t Negro comrades from  a social given in aid i 
the miners on strike

W hilst the Party has taken certain measures against the 
manifestations o f w h ite  chauvinism nevertheless those mamfc 
tations must be regarded as indications o f race prejudice even 
the ranks o f the Party which must be fought w ith  the utm o 
energy

14 An aggressive fig h t against all form s o f w hite  chauvinis 
must be accompanied by a widespread and thorough education 
campaign in the sp irit o f internationalism  w ith in  the Part 
u tiliz ing  fo r this purpose to the fu llest possible extent the Pari 
schools, the Party press and the public p la tfo rm  to stamp oi 
all form s o f antagonism or even indifference among our w h r 
comrades toward the Negro w ork This educational w ork shoui 
be conducted simultaneously w ith  a campaign to draw t t  
w h ite  workers and the poor farmers into the struggle fo r tH 
support o f the demands o f the Negro workers

Tasks of Party in Relation to Negro Work

15 The Com m unist Party o f the U S A in its treatm ent c 
the Negro question must all the tim e bear in m ind th 
tw o fo ld  task

(a) To fig h t fo r the fu ll rights o f the oppressed Negroe 
and fo r the ir righ t to  self determ ination and against all form s d 
chauvinism, especially among the workers o f the oppresstn 
na tiona lity

(b) The propaganda and the day to  day practice o 
international class so lidarity  must be considered as one o f th 
basic tasks o f the American Com m unist Party The fig h t—b̂  
propaganda and by deeds—should be directed firs t and foremo^ 
against the chauvinism o f the workers o f the oppressinl 
na tiona lity  as well as against bourgeois segregation tendencies oi 
the oppressed na tiona lity  The propaganda o f in ternational clas 
so lidarity is the necessary prerequisite fo r the u n ity  of thi 
w ork ing class in the struggle

"The center o f gravity in educating the workers 
o f the oppressing countries in the principles of 
internationalism  must inevitably consist in the propa 
ganda and defense by these workers o f the right of 
segregation by the oppressed countries We have the 
righ t and du ty  to treat every socialist o f an oppressing 
nation who does not conduct such propaganda, as an 
im perialist and as a scoundrel "  (Lenin selected 
articles on the national question )

16 The Party must seriously take up the task o f tra in ing e 
cadre o f Negro comrades as leaders bring them in to  the Partv 
schools in the U S A  and abroad, and make every e ffo rt tc 
draw Negro proletarians into active and leading w ork in the 
Party not confin ing the activities o f the Negro comrade; 

exclusively to the w ork among Negroes Sim ultaneously white 
workers must specially be trained fo r w ork among tne Negroes

17 E ffo rts  must be made to transform  the Negro 
Champion' in to  a weekly mass organ o f the Negro pro le taria t 
and tenant farmers Every encouragement and inducement must 
be given to  the Negro comrades to  u tilize  the Party press 
generally

Negro Work Part of General Work of Party

18 The Party must link up the struggle on behalf o f the 
Negroes w ith  the general campaigns o f the Party The Negro 
problem  must be part and parcel o f all and every campaign 
conducted by the Party In the election campaigns trade union 
work, the campaigns fo r the organization o f the unorganized 
anti im peria list w ork, labor party  campaign In ternational Labor 
Defense, etc the Central Executive Com m ittee must w ork ou t 
plans designed to draw the Negroes in to  active partic ipa tion  
in all these campaigns, and at the same tim e to bring the w hite  
workers in to  the struggle on behalf o f the Negroes' demands It 
must be borne in m ind that the Negro masses w ill no t be won 
fo r the revo lutionary struggles un til such tim e as the most 
conscious section o f the w hite  workers show by action that
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has not sufficiently realized the significance of work among the 
Negroes "  Such an attitude toward the Party work among the 
Negroes is, however, not satisfactory The time is ripe to begin 
within the Party a courageous campaign of self criticism 
concerning the work among the Negroes Penetrating self 
criticism is the necessary preliminary condition for directing the 
Negro work along new lines

13 The Party must bear in mind that white chauvinism 
which is the expression of the ideological influence of American 
imperialism among the workers, not only prevails among 
different strata of the white workers in the U S A ,  but is even 
reflected in various forms in the Party itself White chauvinism 
has manifested itself even in open antagonism of some 
comrades to the Negro comrades In some instances where 
Communists were called upon to champion and to lead in the 
most vigorous manner the fight against white chauvinism they 
instead yielded to it In Gary, white members of the Workers 
Party protested against Negroes eating in the restaurant 
controlled by the Party In Detroit Party members yielding to 
pressure drove out Negro comrades from a social given in aid of 
the miners on strike

Whilst the Party has taken certain measures against these 
manifestations of white chauvinism nevertheless those mamfes 
tations must be regarded as indications of race prejudice even in 
the ranks of the Party, which must be fought with the utmost 
energy

14 Anaggressivefightagainstall forms of white chauvinism 
must be accompanied by a widespread and thorough educational 
campaign in the spirit of internationalism within the Party, 
utilizing for this purpose to the fullesf possible extent the Party 
schools the Party press and the public platform to stamp out 
all forms of antagonism, or even indifference among our white 
comrades toward the Negro work This educational work should 
be conducted simultaneously with a campaign to draw the 
white workers and the poor farmers into the struggle for the 
support of the demands of the Negro workers

Tasks of Party in Relation to Negro Work

15 The Communist Party of the U S A in its treatment of 
the Negro question must all the time bear in mind this 
twofold task

ja) To fight for the full rights of the oppressed Negroes 
and for their right to self determination and against all forms of 
chauvinism, especially among the workers of the oppressing 
nationality

(b) The propaganda and the day to day practice of 
international class solidarity must be considered as one of the 
basic tasks of the American Communist Party The fight—by 
propaganda and by deeds—should be directed first and foremost 
against the chauvinism of the workers of the oppressing 
nationality as well as against bourgeois segregation tendencies of 
the oppressed nationality The propaganda of international class 
solidarity is the necessary prerequisite for the unity of the 
working class in the struggle

"The center of gravity in educating the workers 
of the oppressing countries in the principles of 
internationalism must inevitably consist in the propa 
ganda and defense by these workers of the right of 
segregation by the oppressed countries We have the 
right and duty to treat every socialist of an oppressing 
nation who does not conduct such propaganda, as an 
imperialist and as a scoundrel" (Lenin selected 
articles on the national question )

16 The Party must seriously take up the task of training a 
cadre of Negro comrades as leaders, bring them into the Party 
schools in the U S A  and abroad, and make every effort to 
draw Negro proletarians into active and leading work in the 
Party not confining the activities of the Negro comrades 
exclusively to the work among Negroes Simultaneously white 
workers must specially be trained for work among tne Negroes

17 Efforts must be made to transform the ' Negro 
Champion" into a weekly mass organ of the Negro proletariat 
and tenant farmers Every encouragement and inducement must 
be given to the Negro comrades to utilize the Party press 
generally

Negro Work Part of General Work of Party

18 The Party must link up the struggle on behalf of the 
Negroes with the general campaigns of the Party The Negro 
problem must be part and parcel of all and every campaign 
conducted by the Party In the electron campaigns trade union 
work, the campaigns for the organization of the unorganized 
anti imperialist work, labor party campaign. International Labor 
Defense etc , the Central Executive Committee must work out 
plans designed to draw the Negroes into active participation 
in all these campaigns, and at the same time to bring the white 
workers into the struggle on behalf of the Negroes demands It 
must be borne in mind that the Negro masses will not be won 
for the revolutionary struggles until such time as the most 
conscious section of the white workers show by action that
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they are fighting with the Negroes against all racial discrimina 
tion and persecution Every member ot the Party must bear in 
mind that "the age long oppression of the colonial and weak 
nationalities by the imperialist powers has given rise to a feeling 
of bitterness among the masses of the enslaved countries as well 
as a feeling of distrust toward the oppressing nations in general 
and toward the proletariat of those nations (See resolution on 
Colonial and National Question of Second Congress )

19 The Negro women in industry and on the farms 
constitute a powerful potential force in the struggle for Negro 
emancipation By reason of being unorganized to an even 
greater extent than male Negro workers they are the most 
exploited section The A F of L bureaucracy naturally 
exercises toward them a double hostility by reason of both 
their color and sex It therefore becomes an important task of 
the Party to bring the Negro women into the economic and 
political struggle

20 Only by an active and strenuous fight on the part of 
the white workers against all forms of oppression directed 
against the Negroes will the Party be able to draw into its ranks 
the most active and conscious Negro workers—men and 
women—and to increase its influence in those intermediary 
organizations which are necessary for the mobilization of the 
Negro masses in the struggle against segregation, lynching Jim 
Crowism etc

21 In the present struggle in the mining industry the 
Negro workers participate actively and in large numbers The 
leading role the Party played in this struggle has helped greatly 
to increase its prestige Nevertheless the special efforts being 
made by the Party in the work among the Negro strikers cannot 
be considered as adequate The Party d'd not send enough 
Negro organizers into the coalfields, and it did not sufficiently 
attempt in the first stages of the fight to develop the most able 
Negro strikers and to place them in leading positions The Party 
must be especially criticized for its failure to put Negro workers 
on the Presidium of the Pittsburgh Miners Conference doing so 
only after such representation was demanded by the Negroes 
themselves

22 In the work among the Negroes special attention 
should be paid to the role played by the churches and preachers 
who are acting on behalf of American imperialism The Party 
must conduct a continuous and carefully worked out campaign 
among the Negro masses, sharpened primarily against the 
preachers and the churchmen who are the agents of the 
oppressors of the Negro race

Party Work Among Negro Proletariat and Peasantry

23 The Party must apply united front tactics for specific 
demands to the existing Negro petty bourgeois organizations 
The purpose of these united front tactics should be the 
mobilizing of the Negro masses under the leadership of the 
Party and to expose the treacherous petty bourgeois leadership 
of those organizations

24 The Negro Miners Relief Committee and the Harlem 
Tenants League are examples of jo int organizations of action 
which may serve as a means of drawing the Negro masses into 
struggle In every case the utmost effort must be made to 
combine the struggle of the Negro workers with the struggle of 
the white workers and to draw the white workers'organizations 
into such jo int campaigns

25 In order to reach the bulk of the Negro masses special 
attention should be paid to the work among the Negroes in the 
South For that purpose, the Party should establish a district 
organization in the most suitable locality in the South Whilst 
continuing trade union work among the Negro workers and the 
agricultural laborers, special organizations of tenant farmers 
must be set up Special efforts must also be made to secure the 
support of the share croppers in the creation of such orgamza 
tions The Party must undertake the task of working out a 
definite program of immediate demands directed against all 
slave remnants, wfrrch will serve as the rallying slogans for the 
formation of such peasant organizations

Henceforth the Workers (Communist) Party must consider 
the struggle on behalf of the Negro masses, the task of 
organizing the Negro workers and peasants and the drawing of 
these oppressed masses into the proletarian revolutionary 
struggle, as one of its major tasks, remembering, in the words of 
the Second Congress resolution, that "the victory over ca 
pitalism cannot be fu lly achieved and carried to its ultimate goal 
unless the proletariat and the toiling masses of all nations of the 
world rally of their own accord in a concordant and close union 
(Political Secretariat, Communist International Moscow U S 
S R , Oct 26, 1928 )

A d d i t i o n a l  c o p i e s  o f  t h e s e  R e s o l u t i o n s  
a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rev iew  P r e s s  
P 0  Box 3408

R. 5 V *.-.....
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II THE 1930 COMINTERN RESOLUTION ON THE NEGRO 

QUESTION IN THE UNITED STATES

(Final Text, confirmed by the Political Secretariat o f the 
E C C I , October 26, 1930)

The C P of the United States has always acted openly and 
energetically against negro oppression, and has thereby won 
increasing sympathy among the Negro population In its own 
ranks, too, the Party has relentlessly fought the slightest 
evidences of white chauvinism, and has purged itself of the gross 
opportunism of the Lovestoneites According to the assertions 
of these people, the "industrial revolution" will sweep away the 
remnants of slavery in the agricultural South, and w ill pro 
letariamse the Negro peasantry, so that the Negro question, as a 
special national question, would thereby be presumably solved, 
or could be put off until the time of the socialist revolution in 
America But the Party has not yet succeeded in overcoming in 
its own ranks all under estimation of the struggle for the slogan 
of the right of self determination, and still less succeeded in 
doing away with all lack o f clarity on the Negro question In the 
Party discussion the question was often wrongly put and much 
erroneous counter poising of phases of the question occurred, 
thus, for instance, should the slogan of social equality or the 
slogan of the right of self determination of the Negroes be 
emphasised Should only propaganda for the Negroes' right to 
self determination be carried on, or should this slogan be 
considered as a slogan of action, should separatist tendencies 
among the Negroes be supported or opposed, is the Southern 
region, thickly populated by Negroes, to be looked upon as a 
colony, or as an "integral part of the national economy of the 
United States," where presumably a revolutionary situation 
cannot arise independent of the general revolutionary develop 
ment in the United States7

In the interest of the utmost clarity of ideas on this 
question the Negro question in the United States must be 
viewed from the standpoint of: its peculiarity, namely as the 
question of an oppressed nation, which is in a peculiar and 
extraordinarily distressing situation of national oppression not 
only in view of the prominent racial distinctions (marked 
difference in the colour of skin, etc ), but above all because of 
considerable social antagonism (remnants of slavery) This 
introduces into the American Negro question an important, 
peculiar trait which is absent from the national question of 
other oppressed peoples Furthermore, it is necessary to face 
clearly the inevitable distinction between the position of the 
Negro tn the South and in the North, owing to the fact that at 
least three fourths of the entire Negro population of the 
United States (12 million) live in compact masses in the South, 
most of them being peasants and agricultural labourers in a 
state of semi serfdom, settled in the "Black Belt" and con 
stitutmg the majority of the population, whereas the Negroes in 
the Northern States are for the most part industrial workers of 
the lowest categories who have recently come to the various 
industrial centres from the South (having often even fled 
from there)

Tne struggle of the Communists for the equal rights of the 
Negroes applies to all Negroes, in the North as well as in the 
South The struggle for this slogan embraces all or almost all of 
the important special interests of the Negroes in the North, but 
not in the South, where the main Communist slogan must be 
The right o f self determination o f the Negroes m the Black Belt 
These two slogans, however, are most closely connected The 
Negroes in the North are very much interested in winning the 
right of self determination for the Negro population of the 
Black Belt and can thereby hope for strong support for the 
establishment of true equality of the Negroes in the North In 
the South the Negroes are suffering no less but still more than 
in the North from the glaring lack of all equality, for the most 
part the struggle for their most urgent partial demands in the 
Black Belt is nothing more than the struggle for their equal 
rights, and only the fulfilment of their main slogan, the right of 
self determination in the Black Belt can assure them of true 
equality

I The Struggle for the Equal Rights of the Negroes

2 The basis for the demand of equality of the Negroes is 
provided by the special yoke to which the Negroes in the 
United States are subjected by the ruling classes In comparison 
with the situation of the other various nationalities and faces 
oppressed by American imperialism, the yoke of the Negroes in 
the United States is of a peculiar nature and particularly 
oppressive This is partly due to the historical past of the 
American Negroes as imported slaves but is much more due to 
the still existing slavery of the American Negro which is 
immediately apparent, for example, in comparing their situation 
even with the situation of the Chinese and Japanese workers in 
the West of the United States, or with the lot of the Philippines 
(Malay race) who are under colonial repression

It is only a Yankee bourgeois lie to say that the yoke of 
Negio slavery has been lifted in the United States Formally it

. '• •> '• ».«*..‘Xv.v

has been abolished, but in practice the great majority of the 
Negro masses in the South are living in slavery in the literal 
sense of the word Formally, they are "free" as "tenant 
farmers' or "contract labourers" on the big plantations of the 
white landowners, but actually, they are completely in the 
power of their exploiters, they are not permitted or else it is 
made impossible for them to leave then exploiters if they do 
leave the plantations they are brought back and in many cases 
whipped, many of them are simply taken prisoner under various 
pretexts and, bound together with long chains, they have to do 
compulsory labour on the roads A ll through the South, the 
Negroes aie not only deprived of all rights and subjected to the 
arbitrary w ill of the white exploiters, but they are also socially 
ostracised, that is, they are treated in general not as human 
beings, but as cattle But this ostracism regarding Negroes is not 
limited to the South Not only in the South but throughout the 
United States, the lynching of Negroes is permitted to go 
unpunished Everywhere the American bourgeoisie surrounds 
the Negroes with an atmosphere of social ostracism

The 100 per cent Yankee arrogance divides the American 
population into a series of castes, among which the Negroes 
constitute, so to speak, the caste of the "untouchables," who 
are in a still lower category than the lowest categories of human 
society, the immigrant labourers, the yellow immigrants and the 
Indians In all big cities the Negroes have to live in special 
segregated ghettoes (and, of course, have to pay extremely high 
rent) In practice, marriage between Negroes and whites is 
prohibited, and in the South this is even forbidden by law In 
venous other ways, the Negroes are segregated, and if they" 
overstep the bounds of the segregation they immediately run 
the risk of being ill treated by the 100 per cent bandits As 
wage earners, the Negroes are forced to perform the lowest and 
most d ifficu lt work, they generally receive lower wages than the 
white workers and don't always get the same wages as white 
workers doing similar work, and their treatment is the very 
worst Many A F of L trade unions do not admit Negro 
workers in their ranks, and a number have organised special 
trade unions for Negroes so that they will not have to let them 
into their "good white society "

This whole system of "segregation" and "Jim  Crowism" is 
a special form of national and social oppression under which the 
American Negroes have much to suffer The origin of all this is 
not d ifficu lt to find this Yankee arrogance towards the Negroes 
stinks of the disgusting atmosphere of the old slave market This 
is downright robbery and slave whipping barbarism at the peak 
of capitalist "culture "

3 The demand for equal rights in our sense of the word 
means not only demanding the same rights for the Negroes as 
the whites have in the United States at the present time, but 
also demanding that the Negroes should be granted all rights 
and other advantages which we demand for the corresponding 
oppressed classes of whites (workers and other toilers) Thus in 
our sense of the word, the demand for equal rights means a 
continuous work of abolishment of all forms of economic and 
political oppression of the Negroes, as well as their social 
exclusion, the insults perpetrated against them and their 
segregation This is to be obtained by constant struggle by the 
white and black workers for effective legal protection for the 
Negroes in all fields, as well as actual enforcement of their 
equality and combating of every expression of Negrophobia 
One of the first Communist slogans is Death for Negro 
lynching'

The struggle for the equal rights of the Negroes does not in 
any way exclude recognition and support for the Negroes' rights 
to their own special schools, government organs, etc , wherever 
the Negro masses put forward such national demands of their 
own accord This will however, in all probability occur to any 
great extent only in the Black Belt In other parts of the 
country, the Negroes suffer above all from beinq shut out from 
the general social institutions and not from being prohibited to 
set up their own national institutions With the development of 
the Negro intellectuals (principally in the ' free" professions) 
and of a thin layer of small capitalist business people there have 
appeared lately, not only definite efforts for developing a 
purely national Negro culture but also outspoken bourgeois 
tendencies towards Negro nationalism The broad masses of the 
Negro population in the big industrial centres of the North are, 
however, making no efforts whatsoever to maintain and 
cultivate a national aloofness, they are, on the contrary, 
working for assimilation This effort of the Negro masses can do 
much in the future to facilitate the progressive process of 
amalgamating the whites and Negroes into one nation, and it is 
under no circumstances the task of the Communists to give 
support to bourgeois nationalism in its fight with the progressive 
assimilation tendencies of the Negro working masses

4 The slogan of equal rights of the Negroes without a 
relentless struggle in practice against all manifestations o f 
Negrophobia on the part o f the American bourgeoisie can be 
nothing but a deceptive liberal gesture of a sly slave owner or
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his agen t T h is  slogan is in fa c t  repea ted  b y  “ s o c ia l is t ' and 

m a n y  o th e r  b o u rg e o is  p o lit ic ia n s  and p h ila n th ro p is ts  w h o  w a n t 

d iv is io n s  w ith in  th e  w o rk in g  class, w h ic h  c o n tr ib u te s  to  the  

bo ls te rin_ , up  o f  A m e ric a n  c a p ita lis t  ru le  T h e  P a rty  m u s t c a rry  

on  a ru th le ss  s trugg le  aga inst a ll these a tte m p ts  o f  th e  b o u rg e o i 

sie and d o  e v e ry th in g  to  s tre n g th e n  th e  b o n d s  o f  class s o lid a r ity  

o f  th e  w o rk in g  class u p o n  a las ting  basis
to  ge t p u b l ic i t y  fo r  them se lves  b y  a p p e a lin g  to  th e  “ sense o f 

ju s t ic e  ' o f  th e  A m e ric a n  b o u rg e o is ie  in th e  in d iv id u a l tre a tm e n t 

o f  th e  Negroes, and th e re b y  side tra c k  a t te n t io n  f ro m  th e  one 

e ffe c t iv e  s trugg le  aga ins t th e  sh a m e fu l system  o f  " w h ite  

s u p e r io r i ty "  f ro m  th e  class s tru g g le  aga ins t th e  A m e ric a n  

b o u rg e o is ie  T h e  s trugg le  fo r  equa l r ig h ts  f o r  th e  N egroes is in 

fa c t,  one  o f  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  p a rts  o f  th e  p ro le ta r ia n  class 

s trugg le  o f  the  U n ite d  S ta tes

T h e  s trugg le  f o r  th e  equa l r ig h ts  f o r  th e  N egroes m u s t 

c e r ta in ly  ta ke  th e  fo rm  o f  c o m m o n  s trugg le  b y  th e  w h ite  and 

b la ck  w o rk e rs

T he  increas ing  u n i ty  o f  th e  v a r io u s  w o rk in g  class e lem en ts  

p ro v o k e s  c o n s ta n t a tte m p ts  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  

b o u rg e o is ie  to  p la y  one  g ro u p  aga ins t a n o th e r p a r t ic u la r ly  the  

w h ite  w o rk e rs  aga inst th e  b la ck  and  th e  b la ck  w o rk e rs  aga inst 

th e  im m ig ra n t w o rk e rs  and v ice  versa, and  th u s  to  p ro m o te
In  th e  s trugg le  fo r  equa l r ig h ts  fo r  th e  N egroes, h o w e ve r it  

is th e  d u ty  o f  th e  w h ite  w o rk e rs  to  m a rch  a t th e  head  on  th is  

s trugg le  T h e y  m u s t e ve ryw h e re  m ake  a b reach  in  th e  w a lls  o f 

segrega tion  and  “ J im  C ro w is m "  w h ic h  have been set up  b y  

b o u rg e o is  slave m a rk e t m o ra l i ty  T h e y  m u s t m o s t ru th le s s ly  

u nm ask  and c o n d e m n  th e  h y p o c r it ic a l re fo rm is ts  and  b o u rg e o is  

“ f r ie n d s  o f  N e g ro e s " w h o , in re a lity ,  are o n ly  in te re s te d  in 

s tre n g th e n in g  the  p o w e r o f  th e  enem ies o f  th e  N egroes T h e y , 

th e  w h ite  w o rk e rs , m u s t b o ld l \  ju m p  a t th e  th ro a t  o f  th e  100  

per c e n t b a n d its  w h o  s tr ik e  a N eg ro  in  th e  face  T h is  s trugg le  

w i l l  be th e  te s t o f  th e  real in te rn a t io n a l s o lid a r ity  o f  th e  

A m e ric a n  w h ite  w o rk e rs
I t  is th e  specia l d u ty  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  N e g ro  w o rk e rs  to  

c a rry  on  tire less  a c t iv i ty  am ong  th e  N eg ro  w o rk in g  masses to  

free  th e m  o f  th e ir  d is tru s t o f  th e  w h ite  p ro le ta r ia t  and  d ra w  

th e m  in to  the  c o m m o n  f r o n t  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  class s trugg le  

aga inst th e  b o u rg e o is ie  T h e y  m u s t em phasise  w ith  a ll fo rc e  th a t  

the  f i r s t  ru le  o f  p ro le ta r ia n  m o ra lity  is th a t  no  w o rk e r  w h o  

w a n ts  to  be an equa l m e m b e r o f  h is  class m u s t ever serve as a 

s tr ik e  b re a ke r o r  a s u p p o rte r  o f  b o u rg e o is  p o l i t ic s  T h e y  m u s t 

ru th le s s ly  unm ask a ll N eg ro  p o lit ic ia n s  c o r ru p te d  o r  d ire c t ly  

b r ib e d  b y  A m e ric a n  b o u rg e o is  id e o lo g y , w h o  s y s te m a tic a lly  

in te r fe re  w ith  th e  real p ro le ta r ia n  s trugg le  fo r  th e  e aua l r ig h ts  

fo r  th e  N egroes
F u r th e rm o re , th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  m u s t res is t a ll ten d e n  

cies w ith in  its  o w n  ranks  to  igno re  th e  N eg ro  q u e s tio n  as a 

n a tio n a l q u e s tio n  in  th e  U n ite d  S tates, n o t  o n ly  in th e  S o u th  

b u t a lso  in  th e  N o r th  I t  is adv isab le  fo r  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a rty  in 

th e  N o r th  to  abs ta in  f ro m  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a n y  specia l 

N eg ro  o rg a n isa tio n s , and in p lace  o f  th is  to  b r in g  th e  b la c k  and 

w h ite  w o rk e rs  to g e th e r in c o m m o n  o rg a n is a tio n s  o f  s tru g g le  and 

jo in t  a c t io n  E ffe c t iv e  steps m u s t be ta k e n  fo r  th e  o rg a n is a tio n  

o f  N egro  w o rk e rs  in th e  T  U U L and re v o lu t io n a ry  tra d e  

u n io n s  U n d e r e s t im a tio n  o f  th is  w o rk  ta ke s  v a r io u s  fo rm s  lack 

o f  ene rgy  in re c ru it in g  N egro  w o rk e rs , in ke e p in g  th e m  in o u r  

ra n ks  and  in  d ra w in g  th e m  in to  th e  fu l l  l i fe  o f  th e  tra d e  u n io n s  

in se lecting , e d u c a tin g  and  p ro m o t in g  N eg ro  fo rc e s  to  lead ing  

fu n c t io n s  in th e  o rg a n is a tio n  T h e  P a rty  m u s t m ake  its e lf  

e n t ire ly  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  c a rry in g  th ro u g h  o f  th is  ve ry  

im p o r ta n t  w o rk  I t  is m o s t u rg e n t ly  necessary to  p u b lis h  a 

p o p u la r  mass pape r dea lin g  w ith  th e  N egro  q u e s tio n , e d ite d  b y  

w h ite  and  b la ck  com rades, and  to  have a ll a c tive  fo l lo w e rs  o f  

th is  pa p e r g ro u p e d  o rg a n is a tio n a lly

2 The Struggle for the Right of Self determination of the 
Negroes in the Black Belt

5 I t  is n o t c o r re c t to  co n s id e r the  N egro  z o n e  o f  th e  

S o u th  as a c o lo n y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes Such a c h a ra c te r is a tio n  

o f  th e  B la ck  B e lt c o u ld  be based in som e respects o n ly  u p o n  

a r t i f ic ia l ly  c o n s tru e d  ana log ies  and w o u ld  c rea te  s u p e rflu o u s  

d i f f ic u l t ie s  fo r th e  c la r if ic a t io n  o f  ideas In re je c tin g  th is  

e s t im a tio n , how ever, i t  s h o u ld  n o t be o v e r lo o k e d  th a t  i t  w o u ld  

be non e  th e  less fa lse to  t r y  to  m ake  a fu n d a m e n ta l d is t in c t io n  

be tw e e n  th e  c h a ra c te r o f  n a tio n a l opp re ss io n  to  w h ic h  th e  

c o lo n ia l peop les  are sub je c te d  and  th e  y o k e  o f  o th e r  oppressed 

n a tio n s  F u n d a m e n ta lly , n a tio n a l opp re ss io n  in b o th  cases is o f 

th e  same ch a ra c te r, and  is in th e  B lack  B e lt  in m a n y  respects 

w orse  th a n  in a n u m b e r o f  a c tu a l c o lo n ie s  O n  th e  one  hand  the  

B lack  B e lt is n o t in its e lf, e ith e r  e c o n o m ic a lly  o r p o l i t ic a l ly  

such a u n ite d  w h o le  as to  w a r ra n t its  be ing  ca lled  a special 

c o lo n y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S tates, b u t  on  th d  o th e r  hand th is  zone  is 

n o t, e ith e r  e c o n o m ic a lly  o r  p o l i t ic a l ly  such an in te g ra l p a r t o f  

th e  w h o le  U n ite d  S ta tes as a n y  o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try  

In d u s tr ia lis a t io n  in th e  B lack  B e lt is n o t  as is g e n e ra lly  th e  case 
in c o lo n ie s  p ro p e r ly  speak ing  in c o n tra d ic t io n  w ith  th e  ru lin g  

in te re s ts  o f  th e  im p e r ia lis t  bou rg e o is ie , w h ic h  has in its  hands 

th e  m o n o p o ly  o f  th e  e n tire  in d u s try ,  b u t in so fa r  as in d u s try  is 

deve lo p e d  here, i t  w i l l  in n o  w a y  b r in g  a s o lu t io n  to  the  

q u e s tio n  o f  liv in g  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  oppressed  N eg ro  m a jo r ity ,

o r  to  the  agranan q u e s t io n  w h ic h  lies a t  th e  basis o f  the  

n a t io n a l q u e s t io n  O n  th e  c o n t ra r y  th is  q u e s t io n  is s t i l l  fu r th e r  

aggravated as a re su lt  o f  th e  increase o f  the  c o n t ra d ic t io n s  

a r is ing  f r o m  the  p r e c a p i t a l i s t  fo rm s  o f  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  the 

N egro  peasan try  and o f  a cons ide rab le  p o r t io n  o f  the  Negro  

p ro le ta r ia t  (m in e rs  fo re s t r y  w o rke rs ,  e tc  ) in th e  B lack  B e lt  

and a t  th e  same t im e  o w in g  t o  the  in d u s t r ia l  d e v e lo p m e n t  here 

the  g ro w th  o f  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  d r iv in g  fo rc e  o f  th e  n a t io n a l 

re v o lu t io n  the b lack  w o r k in g  class is espec ia l ly  s t reng thened  

T h u s  the  p ro sp e c t  f o r  the  f u tu r e  is n o t  an in e v i ta b le  d y in g  

a w ay  o f  the  n a t io n a l  re v o lu t io n a ry  N egro  m o v e m e n t  in the 

S o u th  as L o ves tone  p ro phes ied  b u t  on  the  c o n t r a r y  a great 

advance o '  th is  m o v e m e n t  and the  ra p id  a p p ro a ch  o f  a 

re v o lu t io n a ry  cris is in the  B lack  B e lt

6 O w in g  to  th e  p e c u l ia r  s i tu a t io n  in th e  B lack  B e lt  ( the  

fa c t  th a t  the  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  res iden t N egro  p o p u la t io n  are 

fa im e rs  and a g r ic u l tu ra l  labou re rs  and th a t  the  c a p i ta l is t  

e c o n o m ic  system  as w e l l  as p o l i t i c a l  class ru le  the re  is n o t  o n ly  

o f  a specia l k in d  b u t  to  a great e x te n t  s t i l l  has p re  c a p i ta l is t  and 

semi c o lo n ia l  fea tures) the  r ig h t  o f  self d e te r m in a t io n  o f  the  

Negroes as the  m am  slogan  o f  the  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  in the 

B lack  B e lt  is a p p ro p r ia te  T h is  h o w e ve r  does n o t  in a n y  w ay  

mean th a t  th e  strugg le  f o r  equa l r ig h ts  o f  th e  Negroes in the 

B lack  B e lt  is less necessary o r  less w e l l  f o u n d e d  th a n  i t  is in the 

N o r th  O n  the  c o n t r a r y  here o w m j  to  the  w h o le  s i tu a t io n  

th is  struggle3 is even b e t te r  fo u n d e d  b u t  the  fo r m  o f  th is  slogan 

does n o t  s u f f ic ie n t ly  c o r re sp o n d  w i t h  the c o n c re te  re q u ire m e n ts  

o f  the  l ib e ra t io n  s trugg le  o f  the  N egro  p o p u la t io n  A n y w a y  i t  is 

cleat th a t  in m o s t  cases i t  is a q u e s t io n  o f  th e  d a i ly  c o n f l i c t s  o f  

m tp res t  be tw een  the Negroes and  the  w h i te  ru le rs  in th e  B lack 

B e lt  on  the  sub jec t o f  in f r in g e m e n t  o f  the  m o s t  e le m e n ta ry  

e q u a l i t y  i igh ts  o f  the  Negroes b y  th e  w h i te s  D a i ly  even ts  o f  the  

k in d  are a il N egro  p e rse cu t io n s  a ll a r b i t t a r y  e c o n o m ic  acts o f  

ro b b e ry  b y  th e  w h i te  e x p lo i te rs  ( B lack  M an 's  B u rd e n ' ) and 

the  w h o le  system o f  so ca lled  'J im  C io w ts m  Here how ever 

i t  is ve ry  im p o r ta n t  in c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  a ll these c o n c re te  cas°s 

o f  c o n f l i c t  to  c o n c e n t ra te  the  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  N eg ro  masses n o t  

so m u c h  to  the  qeneia l d e m ands  o f  m e ie  e q u a l i t y  b u t  m uen  

m o re  to  some o f  the  ie v o lu t io n a r y  bas ic  d e m a n d s  a r is ing  f r o m  

the  c o n c re te  s i tu a t io n

T h e  slogan o f  the  r ig h t  o f  se lf d e te r m in a t io n  o c c u p ie s  the  
ce n tra l  p lace in the  l ib e ra t io n  s trugg le  o f  the N e g to  p o p  i la t io n  

in the  B lack  B e lt  aga inst the  y o k e  o f  A m e r ic a n  im p e r ia l is m  b u t  

th is  slogan as we see it m u s t  be ca rr ied  o u t  o n ly  in c o n n e c t io n  

w i t h  tw o  o the r  basic d e m ands  Thus , the re  are th ree  basic 

dem ands  to  be k e p t  in m in d  in the  B lack  B e lt  n a m e ly  the 

f o l lo w in g

(1) C o n fis c a tio n  o f  the  la n d e d  p r o p e i t y  o f  the  w h ite  

la n d o w n e rs  a n d  c a p ita lis ts  fo r  the  b e n e fit  o f  the  N e g ro  fa im e is  

T h e  landed p r o p e r t y  in the  hands o f  the  w h i te  A m e r ic a n  

e x p lo i te rs  c o n s t i tu te s  the  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  m a te r ia l  basis o f  the  

e n tu e  system  o f  n a t io n a l opp ress ion  and s e r fd o m  o f  the  Negroes 

in the  B lack  B e lt  M o re  than  th ree  q u a r te rs  o f  a ll N eg ro  fa rm e rs  

here are b o u n d  in a c tua l s e r fd o m  to  the  fa rm s  and p la n ta t io n s  

o f  the  w h i te  e x p lo i te rs  by  th e  fe u d a l sys tem  o f  'share 

c ro p p in g  "  O n ly  on  paper and n o t  in p ra c t ic e  are th e y  freed 

f r o m  the  y o k e  o f  th e i r  f o r m e r  s lavery  T h e  same ho lds  

c o m p le te ly  t ru e  f o r  th e  great mass o f  b la ck  c o n t r a c t  laboure rs ,

here th e  c o n tra c t  is o n ly  th e  c a p ita lis t  e xp re ss io n  o f  th e  cha ins  

o f  th e  o ld  s lave ry , w h ic h  even to d a y  are n o t  in f re q u e n t ly  

a p p lie d  in th e ir  n a tu ra l iro n  fo rm  on  th e  roads o f  th e  B la ck  B e lt 

(ch a in  gang w o rk )  These are th e  m a in  fo rm s  o f  p re se n t N egro  

s lavery  in  th e  B la ck  B e lt  and n o  b re a k in g  o f  th e  ch a in s  o f  th is  

s lavery  is p o ss ib le  w i t h o u t  c o n fis c a tin g  a ll th e  landed  p ro p e r ty  

o f  th e  w h ite  m asters W ith o u t  th is  re v o lu t io n a ry  m easure, 

w i th o u t  th e  ag ra rian  re v o lu t io n , th e  r ig h t  o f  se lf d e te rm in a t io n  

o f  th e  N eg ro  p o p u la t io n  w o u ld  be o n ly  a U to p ia , o r  a t best 

w o u ld  re m a in  o n ly  o n  pape r w i th o u t  cha n g in g  in a n y  w a y  th e  

a c tu a l e n s lavem en t

(2) E s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  S ta te  U n ity  o f  the  B la c k  B e lt  

A t  th e  p re se n t t im e  th is  N egro  z o n e —p re c is e ly  fo r  th e  pu rpose  

o f  fa c i l i ta t in g  n a tio n a l o p p re s s io n — is a r t i f ic ia l ly  s p lit  up  and 

d iv id e d  in to  a n u m b e r o f  v a r io u s  sta tes w h ic h  in c lu d e  d is ta n t 

lo c a lit ie s  hav ing  a m a jo r i ty  o f  w h ite  p o p u la t io n  I f  th e  r ig h t  o f  

se lf d e te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  N egroes is to  be p u t  in to  fo rc e , i t  is 

necessary w h e re ve r poso ib le  to  b r in g  to g e th e r in to  one  govern  

m e n ta l u n i t  a ll d is t r ic ts  o f  th e  S o u th  w h e re  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  

s e ttle d  p o p u la t io n  cons is ts  o f  N egroes W ith in  th e  l im its  o f  th is  

s ta te  th e re  w i l l  o f  cou rse  re m a in  a f a i r ly  s ig n if ic a n t w h ite  

m in o r i t y  w h ic h  m u s t s u b m it to  th e  r ig h t  o f  se lf d e te rm in a t io n  

o f  th e  N e g ro  m a jo r i ty  T h e re  is no  o th e r  p oss ib le  w a y  o f
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carrying out in a democratic manner the right of self deter 
mination of the Negroes Every plan regarding the establishment 
of the Negro State with an exclusively Negro population in 
America (and, of course, still more exporting it to Africa) is 
nothing but an unreal and reactionary caricature of the 
fulfilm ent of the right of self determination of the Negroes and 
every attempt to isolate and transport the Negroes would have 
the most damaging effect upon their interests, above all, it 
would violate the right of the Negro farmers in the Black Belt 
not only to their present residences and their land but also to 
the land owned by the white landlords and cultivated by 
Negro labour

(3) Right o f  Self Determination This means complete and 
unlimited right of the Negro majority to exercise governmental 
authority in the entire territory of the Black Belt, as well as to 
decide upon the relations between their territory and other 
nations, particularly the United States It would not be right of 
self determination in our sense of the word if the Negroes in the 
Black Belt had the right of determination only in cases which 
concerned exculsively the Negroes and did not affect the whites, 
because the most important cases arising here are bound to affect 
the Negroes as well as the whites First of all, true right to self 
determination means that the Negro majority and not the white 
minority in the entire territory of the administratively united 
Black Belt exercises the right of administrating governmental, 
legislative and judicial authority A t the present time all this power 
here is concentrated in the hands of the white bourgeoisie and 
landlords It is they who appoint all officials, it is they who dis 
pose of public property, it is they who determine the taxes, it is 
they who govern and make the laws Therefore, the overthrow o f  
this class rule in the Black Belt is unconditionally necessary in the 
struggle for the Negroes' right to self determination This, 
however, means at the same time the overthrow of the yoke of 
American imperialism in the Black Belt on which the forces of 
the local white bourgeoisie depend Only in this way, only if 
the Negro population of the Black Belt wins its freedom from 
American imperialism even to the point of deciding itse lf the 
relations between its country and other governments, especially 
the United States, w ill it win real and complete self determina 
tion One should demand from the beginning that no armedfor 
ces of American imperialism should remain on the territory of 
the Black Belt

7 As stated in the letter of the Pol it Secretariat of the 
E C C I of March 16th, 1930, the Communists must "un 
reservedly carry on a struggle" for the self determination of the 
Negro population in the Black Belt in accordance with what has 
been set forth above It is incorrect and harmful to interpret the 
Communist standpoint to mean that the Communists stand for 
the right of self determination of the Negroes only up to a 
certain point, but not beyond this, for example, to the right of 
separation It is also incorrect to say that the Communists are so 
far only to carry on propaganda or agitation for the right of 
self determination, but not to develop any activity to bring this 
about No, it is of the utmost importance for the Communist 
Party to reject any such limitation of its struggle for this slogan 
Even if the situation does not yet warrant the raising of the 
question of uprising, one should not lim it oneself at present to 
propaganda for the demand "R ight to self-determination," but 
should organise mass actions, such as demonstrations, strikes, 
tax boycott movements, etc

Moreover, the Party cannot make its stand for this slogan
dependent upon any conditions, even the condition that the 
proletariat has the hegemony in the national revolutionary 
Negro movement or that the majority o f the Negroes in the 
Black Belt adopts the Soviet form (as Pepper demanded), etc It 
goes without saying that the Communists in the Black Belt will 
convince them not only that they must win the right of 
self determination, but also that they must make use of this 
right in accordance with the Communist programme But this 
cannot be made a condition  for the stand of the Communists in 
favour of the right of self determination of the Negro popula 
tion if, or so long as the majority of this population wishes 
to handle the situation in the Black Belt in a different manner 
from that which we Communists would like its complete right 
to self determination must be recognised This right we must 
defend as a free democratic right

8 In general, the C P of the United States has kept to this 
correct line recently in its struggle for the right of self 
determination of the Negroes even though this line— in some 
cases -has been unclearly or erroneously expressed In particular 
some misunderstanding has arisen from the failure to make a 
clear distinction between the demand for "right of self 
df tci mination and the demand for governmental separation, 
simply treating these two demands in the same way However, 
these two demands are not identical Complete right to self 
determination includes also the right to governmental separation, 
but does not necessarily imply that the Negro population should 
and must try to win over all working elements of the Negroes, 
that is the majority of the population, to their Side and to

make use o f  this right under all circumstances, that is, that it 
must actually separate or attempt to separate the-Black Belt 
from the existing governmental federation with the United 
States If it desires to separate it must be free to do so, but if it 
prefers to remain federated with the United States it must also 
be free to do that This is the correct meaning of the idea of 
self determination and it must be recognised quite independently 
of whether the United States are still a capitalist state or if a 
proletarian dictatorship has already been established there

It is, however, another matter if it is not a case of the right 
of the oppressed nation concerned to separate or to maintain 
governmental contact, but if the question is treated on its 
merits, whether it is to work for state separation, whether it is 
to struggle for this or not This is another question, on which 
the stand of the Communists must vary according to the 
concrete conditions If the proletariat has come into power in 
the United States, the Communist Negroes w ill not come out 
for but against separation of the Negro Republic federation 
with the United States But the righ t of the Negroes to 
governmental separation will be unconditionally realised by the 
Communist Party, it w ill unconditionally give the Negro 
population of the Black Belt freedom of choice even on this 
question Only when the proletariat has come into power in the 
United States the Communists w ill carry on propaganda among 
the working masses of the Negro population against separation, 
in order to convince them that it is much better and in the 
interest of the Negro nation for the Black Belt to be a free 
republic, where the Negro majority has complete right of 
self determination but remains governmentally federated with 
the great proletarian republic of the United States The 
bourgeois counterrevolutionists on the other hand w ill then be 
interested in boosting the separation tendencies in the ranks of 
the various nationalities in order to utilise separatist nationalism 
as a barrier for the bourgeois counter revolution against the 
consolidation of the proletarian dictatorship

But the question at the present time is not this As long as 
capitalism rules in the United States the Communists cannot 
come out against governmental separation of the Negro zone 
from the United States They recognise that this separation 
from the imperialist United States would be preferable from the 
standpoint of the national interests of the Negro population, to 
their present oppressed state, and therefore, the Communists 
are ready at any time to offer all their support if only the 
working masses of the Negro population are ready to take up 
the struggle for governmental independence of the Black Belt 
A t the present time, however, the situation in the national 
struggle in the South is not such as to win mass support of the 
working Negroes for this separatist struggle and it is not the 
task of the Communists to call upon them to separate without 
taking into consideration the existing situation and the desires 
of the Negro masses

The situation in the Negro question of the United States 
however, may undergo a radical change It is even probable that 
the separatist efforts to obtain complete State independence of 
the Black Belt w ill gain ground among the Negro masses of the 
South in the near future This is connected with the prospective 
sharpening of the national conflicts in the South, with the 
advance of the national revolutionary Negro movement and with 
the exceptionally brutal fascists aggressiveness of the white 
exploiters of the South, as well as with the support of this 
aggressiveness by the central government authority of the 
United States In this sharpening of the situation in the South, 
Negro separatism will presumably increase, and the question of 
the independence of the Black Belt w ill become the question of 
the day Then the Communist Party must also face this 
question and, if the circumstances seem favourable, must stand 
up with all strength and courage for the struggle to win 
independence and for the establishment of a Negro republic in 
the Black Belt

9 The general relation of Communists to separatist 
tendencies among the Negroes, described above, cannot mean 
that Communists associate themselves at present, or generally 
speaking, during capitalism, indiscriminately and without criti 
cism with all the separatist currents of the various bourgeois or 
petty bourgeois Negro groups For there is not only a national 
revolutionary, but also a reactionary Negro separatism, for 
instance, that represented by Garvey, his Utopia of an isolated 
Negro State (regardless if in Africa or America, if it is supposed 
to consist of Negroes only) pursues the only political aim of 
Averting the Negro masses from the real liberation struggle 
against American imperialism

It would be a mistake to imagine that the right of 
self determination slogan is a truly revolutionary slogan only in 
connection with the demand for complete separation The 
question o f  power is decided not only through the demand of 
separation, but just as much through the demand of the right to 
decide the separation question and self determination in general 
A direct question of power is also the demand of confiscation 
of the land of the white exploiters in the South, as well as the 
demand of the Negroes that the entire Black Belt be amalga

(Cont. p 17)
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mated into a btate unit

Hereby, every single fundamental demand of the liberation 
struggle of the Negroes in the Black Belt is such that—if once 
thoroughly understood by the Negro masses and adopted as 
their slogan—it will lead them into the struggle for the 
overthrow of the power of the ruling bourgeoisie, which is 
impossible without such revolutionary struggle One cannot 
deny that it is just possible for the Negro population of the 
Black Belt to win the right to self determination already during 
capitalism, but it is perfectly clear and indubitable that this is 
possible only through successful revolutionary struggle for 
power against the American bourgeoisie, through wresting the 
Negroes' right to self determination from the American im 
perialism Thus, the slogan of right to self determination is a 
real slogan of national rebellion which to be considered as such 
need not be supplemented by proclaiming struggle for the 
complete separation of the Negro zone, at least not at present 
But it must be made perfectly clear to the Negro masses that 
the slogan "right to self determination ' includes the demand of 
full freedom for them to decide even the question of complete 
separation "We demand freedom of separation real right to 
self determination"—wrote Lenin 'certainly not in order to 
recommend' separation, but on the contrary, in order to 

facilitate and accelerate the democratic rapprochement and 
unification of nations" For the same purpose, Lenin's Party, 
the C P of the Soviet Union, bestowed after its seizure of power 
on all the peoples hitherto oppressed by Russian Tsarism the 
fu ll right to self determination, including the right of complete 
separation, and achieved thereby its enormous successes with 
regard to the democratic rapprochement and voluntary umfica 
tion of nations

10 The slogan for the self determination right and the 
other fundamental slogans of the Negro question in the Black 
Belt does not exclude but rather pre supposes an energetic 
development of the struggle for concrete partial demands linked 
up with the daily needs and afflictions of wide masses of 
working Negroes In order to avoid, in this connection, the 
danger of opportunist back si id ings Communists must above all 
remember this

(a) The direct aims and partial demands around which a 
partial struggle develops are to be linked up in the course of the 
struggle with the revolutionary fundamental slogans brought up 
by the question of power in a popular manner corresponding to 
the mood of the masses (Confiscation of the big land holdings, 
establishment of governmental unity of the Black Belt, right of 
self determination of the Negro population in the Black Belt) 
Bourgeois socialist tendencies to oppose such a revolutionary 
widening and deepening of the fighting demands must be fought

(b) One should not venture to draw up a complete 
programme of some kind or a system of positive' partial 
demands Such programmes on the part of petty bourgeois 
politicians should be exposed as attempts to divert the masses 
from the necessary hard struggles by fostering reformist and

democratic illusions among them Every positive partial demand 
which might crop up is to be considered from the viewpoint of 
whether it is in keeping with our revolutionary fundamental 
slogans, or whether it is of a reformist or reactionary tendency 
Every kind of national oppression which arouses the indiqnation 
of the Negro masses can be used as a suitable point of departure 
for the development of partial struggles during which the 
abolition of such oppression, as well as their prevention through 
revolutionary struggle against the ruling exploiting dictatorship 
must be demanded

(c) Everything should be done to bring wide masses of 
Negroes into these partial struggles—this is important—and not 
to carry the various partial demands to such an ultra radical 
point, that the mass of working Negroes are no longer able to 
recognise them as their own Without a real mobilisation of the 
mass movements—in spite of the sabotage of the bourgeois 
reformist Negro politicians—even the best Communist partial 
demands get hung up On the other hand, even some relatively 
insignificant acts of the Ku Klux Klan bandits in the Black Belt 
can become the occasion of important political movements, 
provided the Communists are able to organise the resistance of 
the indignant Negro masses in such cases, mass movements of 
this kind can easily develop into real rebellion This rests on the 
fact that—as Lenin said—"Every act of national oppression calls 
forth resistance on the part of the masses of the population, and
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the tendency of every act of resistance on the part of oppressed 
peoples is the national uprising "

(d) Communists must fight in the forefront of the 
national liberation movement and must do their utmost for the 
progress of this mass movement and its revolutionisation Negro 
Communists must clearly dissociate themselves from all bourgeois 
currents in the Negro movement, must indefatigably oppose the 
spread of the influence of the bourgeois groups on the working 
Negroes, and in dealing with them must apply the Communist 
tactic laid down by the Sixth C I Congress with regard to the 
colonial question, in order to guarantee the hegemony o f the 
Negro proletariat in the national liberation movement of the 
Negro population and to co ordinate wide masses of the Negro 
peasantry in a steady fighting alliance with the proletariat

(e) One must work with the utmost energy for the 
establishment and consolidation of Communist Party organisa 
tions and revolutionary trade unions in the South Furthermoie, 
immediate measures must be taken for the organisation of 
proletarian and peasant self defence of whites and blacks 
against the Ku Klux Klan for this purpose the CP is to give 
further instructions

11 It is particularly incumbent on Negro Communists to 
criticise consistently the half heartedness and hesitations of the 
petty bourgeois national revolutionary Negro leaders in the 
liberation struggle of the Black Belt, exposing them before the 
masses All national reformist currents as for instance Garvey 
ism which are an obstacle to the revolutionisation of the Negro 
masses must be fought systematically and with the utmost 
energy Simultaneously Negro Communists must carry on 
among the Negro masses an energetic struggle against nationalist 
moods direc+ed indiscriminately against all whites workers as 
well as capitalists Communists as well as imperialists Their 
constant call to the Negro masses must be revolutionary 
struggle against the ruling white bourgeoisie, through a fighting 
alliance with the revolutionary white proletariat1 Negro Com 
mumsts must indefatigably explain to the mass of the Negro 
population that even if many white workers in America are still 
infected with Negrophobia the American proletariat, as a class, 
which owing to its struggle against the American bourgeoisie 
represents the only truly revolutionary class, w ill be the only 
real mainstay of Negro liberation In as far as successes in the 
national revolutionary struggle of the Negro population of the 
South for its right to self determination are already possible 
under capitalism they can be achieved only if this struggle is 
effectively supported by proletarian mass actions ori a large 
scale in the other parts of the United States But it is also clear 
that "only a victorious proletarian revolution w ill finally  decide 
the agrarian question and the national question in the South of 
the United States, in the interest of the predominating mass of 
the Negro population of the country ' (Colonial Theses of the 
Sixth World Congress )

12 The struggle regarding the Negro question in the North 
must be linked up with the liberation struggle in the South in 
order to endow the Negro movement throughout the United 
States with the necessary effective strength After all in the 
North as well as in the South, it is a question of the real 
emancipation of the American Negroes which has in fact never 
taken place before The Communist Party of the United States 
must bring into play its entire revolutionary energy in order to 
mobilise the widest possible masses of the white and black 
proletariat of the United States not by words, but by deeds, for 
reai effective support of the struggle for the liberation of the 
Negroes Enslavement of the Negroes is one of the most 
important foundations of the imperialist dictatorship of U S A 
capitalism The more American imperialism fastens its yoke on 
the millions strong negro masses, the more must the Communist 
Party develop the mass struggle for Negro emancipation, and 
the better use it must make of all conflicts which arise out of 
national differences, as an incentive for revolutionary mass 
actions against the bourgeoisie This is as much in the direct 
interest of the proletarian revolution in America Whether the 
rebellion of the Negroes is to be the outcome of a general 
revolutionary situation in the United States, whether it is to 
originate in the whirlpool of decisive fights for power by the 
working class, for proletarian dictatorship, or whether on the 
contrary, the Negro rebellion w ill be the prelude of gigantic 
struggles for power by the American proletariat, cannot be 
foretold now But in either contingency, it is essential for the 
Communist Party to make an energetic beginning already now 
with the organisation of jo in t mass struggles of white and black 
workers against Negro oppression This alone w ill enable us to 
get rid of the bourgeois white chauvinism which is polluting the 
ranks of the white workers of America, to overcome the distrust 
of the Negro masses caused by the inhuman barbarous Negro 
slave traffic still carried on by the American bourgeoisie—in as 
far as it is directed even against all white workers—and to win 
over to our side these millions of Negroes as active fellow 
fighters in the struggle for the overthrow of bourgeois power 
throughout America
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“♦ " 3  The n u c l e i  s h o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
a l l  t h e  e c o n o m ic  c o n f l i c t s  and demands 
o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  The t a s k  o f  t h e  n u c l e i  
i s  t o  b ro a d e n  and deepen  t h e  movem ent ,  
t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  and 
t o  p e r s u a d e  them  t o  a d o p t  t h e  w i d e r  

s t r u g g l e  ( b o t h  e c o n o m ic  ana p o l i t i c a l )  
and t o  s e t  up a u n i t e d  f r o m  o f  t h e  

w o r k e r s  a g a i n s t  'Lhe b o u r g e o i s i e  and 
a g a i n s t  f a s c i s m

“♦ - 4  The n u c l e i  m us t  c a r r y  on an o b -  
s f i n a l e  f i g h t  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and 
w o rk s h o p s  a g a i n s t  t h e  members and f o l 
l o w e rs  o f  o t h e r  p a r t i e s ,  a l s o  o t  t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  and o t h e r  " l a b o u r  p a r 
t i e s , "  u s i n g  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  f a c t s  r e 
l a t i n g  f o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  p a r 
t i e s  w h i c h  can be u n d e r s t o o d  even  by 
t h e  m o s t  b a c k w a rd  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  
c  I ass

5 .  They m us t  b r i n g  a b o u t  c o n t a c t  be 
tw e e n  t h e  e m p lo y e d  and u n e m p lo y e d  w o r k -  

e r ^  in  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  a c o n f l i c t  b e 
twe en  them

b Where c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  r i p e ,  t h e y  
m u s t  c a r r y  on a f i g h t  f o r  w o r k e r s '  c o n 
t r o l  o t  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  b a n k s ,  la nd  
and t r a n s p o r t ,  and f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  
needs o f  l i f e  t o r  t n e  w o r k e r s  

“♦ ■ 7  Tney m us t  e x e r t  an i n f l u e n c e  upor 
t h e  y o u t h  and w o r k i n g  women e m p lo y e d  in  
t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  and araw the m i n t o  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  They m u s t  a s s i s t  in  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  y oung  Commun is t  n u c l e i  in  
t h e  f a c t o r i e s ,  and s u p p o r t  them  w h e r e v e r  
t h e y  a I r e a d y  e x i s t

8 E v e ry  memoer o f  a n u c l e u s  mus t  
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  e v e r y  k i n d  o f

Factory Nuclei

p a r t y  w o r k  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  t o  w h ic h  he 
i s  a s s i g n e d  by t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  
o f  The n u c l e u s

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  s p e c i a l  t a s k s  in  
t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s ,  t h e  f a c t o r y  n u c l e i  
have  a l s o  t o  p e r f o r m  t e r r i t o r i a l  t a s k s  
a t  t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  s i n c e  
w o r k e r s  e m p lo y e d  in  f a c t o r i e s  a l s o  have 
f u n c t i o n s  in  t h e  p l a c e s  w he re  t h e /  r e 
s i d e  ( h o u s i n g ,  f o o G ,  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  
e l e c t i o n s ,  e t c . ) .

The c h i e f  t e r r i t o r i a l  t a s k s  a r e  as 
t o i I o w s

- ♦ - I  To  c o n d u c t  t h e  p o l t i c i a l  ana o r 
g a n i s a t i o n a l  w o r k  o f  t h e  P a r t y  a t  t h e  
p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e  c a r r y i n g  on o f  
c a m p a ig n s  o f  v a r i o u s  k i n a s  ( e l e c t o r a l ,  
a g a i n s t  bad h o u s i n g ,  h i g h  r e n t s ,  e t c  ) ,  
t o  see t h a t  t h e  rami  l i e s  o f  w o r k e r s ,  
c l e r k s ,  e t c  , a r e  a s s u r e d  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  
n e c e s s a r i e s  o f  l i f e .

- ♦ ” 2 The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P a r t y  l i t e r a 
t u r e ,  t h e  r e c r u i t i n g  o f  new r e a d e r s  and 
new P a r t /  members ,  a g i t a t i o n ,  p r o p a 
g a n d a ,  i n d i v i d u a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n o n -  
p a r t y  w o r k e r s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  w o r k  i n  t h e  
s u b - s e c t i o n s  ( c l u b s ,  e t c  ) ,  i n v i t i n g  
s y m p a t h i s e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  w o r k e r s ’ 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  and g e n e r a l l y  c a r r y i n g  
on t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  f i g h t  

- ♦ - 3  House t o  house p ro p a g a n d a  in  t h e  
s u b - s e c t i o n s ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n f o r 
m a t i o n  as t o  t h e  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f  
peh so ns  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  s u b - s e c t i o n s ,  
as t o  p o l i t i c a l  w o r k ,  and t h e  a c t i v i t y  
o f  f a s c i s t s ,  k e e p i n g  r e c o r d s  o f  s t o r e s  
o f  f i r e a r m s ,  e t c

4 Work among women and c h i l d r e n  
th e s e  t e r r i t o r i a l  t a s k s  a p p l y  a l s o  

t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  n u c l e i  T h e i r  w o rk  
m u s t  be c a r r i e d  on u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s u b - s e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e ,  
and be c o - o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  o f  
t h e  f a c t o r y  n u c l e i .

ESTABLISHING THE FACTORY NUCLEI

In  v i e w  o f  t h e  n o v e l t y  o f  t h i s  q u e s 
t i o n  f o r  many s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Com m un is t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  and t h e  v a r y i n g  c o n d i 
t i o n s  in  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  Exe
c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Com m un is t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c f  
s h o u l d  be w i d e l y  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
p r e s s  and a t  P a r t y  m e e t i n g s ,  and t h e n  
o n l y  s h o u l d  t h e  r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P a r t y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  f a c t o r y  n u c l e i  be 
a t t e m p t e d  N u c l e i  s h o u l d  f i r s t  be o r 
g a n i s e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  f a c t o r i e s

The n u c l e i  s h o u l d  i n  no c i r c u m s t a n c e :  
be c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  C om m un is t  f r a c t i o n s  
i n  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  c o - o p e r a t i v e s ,  
e t c  , whose f u n c t i o n  c a n n o t  be r e p l a c e d  
by t h e  n u c l e i .  The f u n c t i o n s  o f  fhe  
f r a c t i o n s ,  a r e  n a r r o w e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  
t h e  n u c l e i ,  l h e  n u c l e u s ,  o r  r a t h e r ,  
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  n u c l e u s ,  
m u s t  d i r e c t  t h e  w o rk  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  
c o m m i t t e e  f r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  

The E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Com
m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  e a r n e s t l y  r e q u e s t s  
a l l  s e c t i o n s  o f  f h e  C om m un is t  I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l  t o  f u r n i s h  i t  w i t h  d e t a i l e d  i n 
f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  d i s 
c u s s i o n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n s  h e r e  t o u c h e d  
u p o n ,  and o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  a c h i e v e d  in  
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s
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J HE ULTIMATE AIM Or THE COMMUNIST INTER 
NATION \] A\ OKI I) COMMl NISM

r |  'HE ultimate aim of the Communist International is to replace
world capitalist econoni) by a world system of communism 

Ci_mmuni«t society the basis for which has been prepared by the 
whole course of historical development, is mankind s only wav out, 
for it alone can abolish the contradictions of the capitalist system 
winch threaten to degrade and destro) the human race

Communist society will abolish the class division of society 
e simultaneously with the abolition of anarchy of production, 
t will abolish all forms of exploitation and oppression of man 

bv man Societv will no longer consist of antagonistic classes in 
conflict with each other, but will represent a united commonwealth 
of labor For the first time in its history mankind will take its 
fate into its own hands Instead of destroying innumerable 
human lives and incalculable wealth in struggles between classes 
and nations, mankind will devote all its energy to the struggle 
against the forces of nature, to the development and strengthen 
mg of its own collective might

After abolishing private ownership in the means of production 
and converting them into social property, the world system of 
communism will replace the elemental foices of the world maiket, 
of competition and the blind process of social production, by 
consciously organized and planned production for the purpose of 
sitisfving rapidly growing social needs With the abolition of 
competition and anarchy in production, the devastating crises and 
still more devastating wars wall disappear Instead of colossal 
waste of pioductive forces and spasmodic development of society 
there will be planned utilization of all material resources and 
pamles~ economic development on the basis of the unlimited, 
harmonious and rapid development of the productive forces

lhe ibolilion of pin-lie property and the dmppc irance of 
cl is'es will do aw ly with the exploitation of-man bv man Work 
will ctase to be toiling for the benefit of a cli^s entiny Instead 
of buns merely a meins of livelihood it will become a necessity 
of life Wint and economic inequality, the misny of enslaved 
cla'-'ts, and a wretched standard of life generilly will disappear, 
the hierarchy ereated in the division of labor system will be 
iboli'hed together with the antagonism between mental ind 
m mull l ibor, and the last vestige of the soci il inequality of 
sexes will be removed At lhe same time lhe orgin* of el iss 
domin ition and the st ite in the first place, will disappear also 
The 't lie, being the embodiment of class domination, will wither 
aw iv insofar as clashes disippear, and with it ill measures of 
cot re ion will expire

With the di« ippe ir nice of classes the monopoly of education 
in evtrv form will be abolished Culture will become the acquire 
ment of all and the class ideologies of the past will give place to 
scientific materialist philosophy Under such circumstances, the 
domination of man over man, in any form, becomes impossible, 
tnd i ureal field will lie opened for the «oti il selection md the 
harmonious development of all the talents inherent m humanity

In communist society no social restrictions will be imposed 
upon the growth of the foices of production Pin ate ownership 
m the means of production the selfish lust for profits, the arti

final retention of the masses in a state of ignoiance, poverty— 
which retards technical pi ogress in capitalist society—and unpro 
ductive expenditures will have no place in a communist society 
The most expedient utilization of the forces of n iture and of the 
natuial conditions of pioduction in the various pails of the world, 
the lemoval of the ml igonism between town and country that 
under capitalism results fiom the low technical level of agri
culture and its systematic lagging behind industry, the closest 
possible cooperation between science and technics, the utmost 
encouragement of researth work and the practical application 
of its results on the widest possible social scale, planned orgamza 
tion of scientific woik, the application of the most perfect methods 
of statistical accounting and planned regulation of economy, the 
rapidly growing social needs, which is tht most powerful internal 
driving force of the whole system—all these will secure the maxi 
mum productivity of social labor, which in turn will release 
human energy for the powerful development of science and art

The development of the piodurUve forces of world oommu 
nist society will make it possible to raise the well-being of the 
whole of hum uuty and to reduce to a minimum the time devoted 
to material production and, consequently, will enable culture to 
flourish as nevci before in history This neyv culture of a human 
lty tint is united for the first time in history, and has abolished 
all state bound tries, will unlike capitalist culture, be based upon 
clear and tr insparent human relationships Hence, it yv ill bury 
forever all mysticism, religion, prejudice and superstition and 
will give a poweiful impetus to the development of all conquering 
scientific knowledge

Th is higher stage of communism, the stage in which comrnu 
nist society has already developed on its own foundation, in which 
an enormous growth of social productive forces has accompanied 
the manifold development of man, in which humanity has already 
inscribed on its banner “From each according to his abilities, to  

each according to his needs1”—presupposes, as a preliminary 
historical condition, a lower stage of development, the stage of 

socialism At this lower stage, communist society only just emerges 
from capitalist society and bears all the economic, ethical and 
intellectual birthmarks it has inherited from the society from 
whose womb it is just emerging The productive forces of social 
ism are not yet sufficiently developed to assure a distribution o f  

the products of labor according to needs these are distributed 
according to the amount of labor expended Division of labor, 
t e ,  the system whereby ccrtun groups perform certain labor 
functions and especially the distinction between mental and 
manual labor, still exists Although classes are abolished, traces 
of the old class division of society, and, consequently, remnants 
of the proletanan state power, coercion, laws, still exist Con 
sequent!), certain traces of inequality, which have not yet msfn 
aged to die out altogether, still remain The antagonism between 
town and country has not yet been entirely removed But none
of these survivals of former society is protected or defended by 
any social force Being the product of a definite level of develop 
ment of productive forces, they will disappear as rapidly as 
mankind, freed from the fetters of the capitalist system, subjugates 
the forces of nature, re educates itself m the spirit of communism, 
md passes from socialism to complete communism

I
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The ability of communists to pro
mote this unity is a fundamental 
ideological question Neither the 
day to day tasks of propaganda and 
agitation, or the theoretical tasks 
must in any way be pitted against 
each other Today, however, when any 
number of immediate and pressing 
questions face communists every day, 
questions regarding the correct line 
and course of action on trade union 
work, the economic crisis, unemploy
ment, national repression, fascism, 
the united front, the changing world 
situation, the danger of war in 
Europe - to belittle theoretical 
struggle at such a time represents a 
fundamental question of ideology and 
out Iook

Party building, at all times, is 
an ideological question It is a 
struggle to place all forms of class 
struggle, economic, political, and 
theoretical, on a firm ideological 
basis Our ideology is dialectical 
historical materialism, the world 
view of the proletariat Marxist- 
Leninist ideology embraces all aspects 
of the proletariat Marxist-Leninist 
ideology embraces all aspects of 
communist work Every action, every 
idea, as Mao points out, is stamped 
with the brand of its class The 
belittling of any aspect of prole
tariat ideology, even to the slightest 
degree, only serves to strengthen 
the dominant aspect of this society, 
bourgeois ideology

In the United States, it can hardly 
be argued that the economic and pol
itical class struggles have been be
littled Theoretical work, histori
cally however, has been belittled 
That is why it is vital for American 
communists today to understand the 
correct relationship between these 
forms of struggle The correct em
phasis at any given period in the re
volution, seizing the key link, the 
main form of class struggle based on 
an analysis of the contradictions in 
any period, represents an ideological 
question The failure to pay adequate 
attention to ideology and theory has 
marked the attention of the interna
tional communist movement for the 
last twenty-five years

The Moscow Declaration of 1957 
pointed Out correctly that "The theory 
of Marxism-Leninism derives from dia
lectical materialism This world out
look reflects the universal law of 
development of nature, society, and 
human thinking Dialectical material
ism is countered by metaphysics and 
idealism Should the Marxist politi
cal party in its examination of 
questions base itself not on dialec
tics the result will be one of one
sidedness and subjectivism, stagnation 
of human thought, isolation from life 
and loss of ability to make the nec
essary analysis of things and phenom
ena, revisionist and dogmatist mistakes 
of pol icy 11

Further, the Conference of Eighty 
One Parties in I960 stated that "id
eological issues are of special im
portance today Communists regard it 
as their task to launch a determined 
offensive on the ideological front, 
to work to free the people from the 
shackles of all types and forms of 
bourgeois ideology Marxism-Leninism 
is a great integral revolutionary 
doctrine, the guiding light of the 
working class and the working people 
of the whole world at a I I stages of 
their great battles for peace, free
dom, and a better life, for the estab
lishment of the most just society, 
comnunism."

At the time, this polemic was 
largely directed against the 
revisionist course charted by Tito, 
and other similar tendencies which 
were appearing Just a few years 
later, the world was to be provided 
with another, even starker lesson of 
the failure to heed this correct line, 
as the USSR fully consolidated its 
degenerate revisionist course

Today, while the United States is 
on the one hand the bastion of world 
monopoly capitalism, it is also the 
cradle of opportunism within the 
workers movement, and revisionism 
within the communist movement Im- 

Nowhere more than in America is it 
the case that the struggle against 
Imperialism must go hand in hqnd with 
peria I ism provides its all-out support 
to both reformism and revisionism, 
seeking to undermine the workers and 
communist movements from within, with 
the force of bourgeois ideology 
the struggle against right opportun
ism and modern revisionism For it 
is here, as Mao Tse-Tung suggests, 
that bourgeois ideology is stronger 
than napalm and bullets The struggle 
for the s-upremacy of Marx i st-Len i n i st 
ideology must be fought for, at every 
step of the way

The supremacy of proletarian 
ideology involves our attitude toward 
every single fundamental question of 
the revolution, toward all forms of 
class struggle But this is all the 
more reason today, when modern re
visionism seeks to disarm the commun
ist movement, and reform the workers 
movement, that special attention must 
be paid to revoIutionary theory 
Without theoretical clarity on each 
of the tasks facing the proletariat, 
the light shed by Marxist-Leninists 
will be weak, dull, and unable to 
guide the working class at each moment 
in the course of battle.

Theoretical work is key to advanc
ing all economic and political work 
The extent to which theoretical 
clarity is gained on the correct ap
plication of Marxism-Leninism to our 
struggles here today, the extent to 
which definite lessons are drawn from 
our own experience and raised to the 
level of theory, is the extent to 
which substantial advances will be 
made in winning the vanguard to the' 
side of communism and winning the 
masses to the side of the vanguard 
The extent that Marxist-Leninists can 
respond scientifically to the day to 
day contradictions of capital and 
labor, is the extent to which we will 
be able to unite scientific socialism 
with advanced workers, provide de
finite leadership to the economic and 
political struggles of the masses, and 
unite Marxist-Leninists into a single 
communist party of a new type

The ability of communist cadre to 
unite theoretical and practical tasks 
into a correct political line in order 
to unite Marxist-Leninists and lead 
the masses to fight the class enemy, 
on all fronts, is a question of 
whether to practice Marxism or Re
visionism At every turn, party 
building must be closely linked with 
the political line and firmly placed 
on an ideological plane This is the 
essence of breaking with modern re
visionism +nrlav.

MLOC STRATEGY (Cont from p 2)

(II) POLICY POP PARTY BUILVING AS 
THE CENTRAL TASK

This policy consists of our four 
tactical tasks which are based upon 
the assessment of the MLOC of the un

important features of the communist 
and workers movement in this period 
At any given turn in our movement, 
any one of these four tactical tasks 
can be given special importance, 
based upon the ebbs and flows of 
both the objective and subjective 
factors, but each are carried out in 
conjunction with each other
1 TAKING THE THEORETICAL FORM OF 
CLASS STRUGGLE AS THE MAIN LINK IN 
THIS PERIOV, ANV PROPAGANVA AS THE 
CHIEF FORM OF PRACTICAL ACTIVITY.
This task guides the entire work of 
the MLOC, provides direction and 
focus to all the work that is carried 
on, and constitutes our main ideo
logical efforts in this period

A The development and consolida
tion of poIiticaI Iine on each of 
the pressing questions of revolution 
A line represents the concentrated 
expression of the interests and de
mands of the proletariat as a guide 
to action A political line requires 
both a theoretical presentation to 
advance the objective interests of 
the working class, as well as desig
nating the political and economic 
tasks required to carry out the 
goals advanced by the line The most 
important questions of line that we 
see at this time are the nature of 
the party itself  (particuIarly pro
grammatically and organizationally), 
the nature•*of the United Front, trade 
union work, the Black National Quest
ion, the Cincano National Question, 
fascism, the world situation 
B The study and investigation of 
the objective and subjective factors, 
ihe siudy of current situalion, the 
history of the workers and communist 
movements, and fhe history of the 
international communist movement-, and 
drawing conclusions as a guide to 
action from this study 
C The development of proletarian 
means of propaganda - which includes 
botn inner organizational propaganda, 
such as siudy, cadre training, other 
forms of education, etc, as well as 
propaganda amongst communists and 
amongst the masses, which includes 
the development of the press and 
other publications, political expo
sures, polemics, and various means 
of propagation of Marxism-Leninism 
D The development of the party 
program

2 BOLSHEVIIATION OF THE MLOC 
Bolshevization means the ideologi

cal victory of Marxism-Leninism over 
the remnants of bourgeois and petty 
bourgeois ideology within our organi
zation, and as it  affects all aspects 
of our work Bolshevization was first 
advanced by Comrade Stalin in 1924, in 
order to combat fhe right danger, par
ticularly in the manner in which the 
correct slogan of "to the masses" that 
was put forward by fhe Third World 
Congress of the Comintern was incor
rectly taken by various communist 
parties of the Cl, leading to numerous 
right deviations in many aspects of 
work Because Bolshevization is an 
ideological question, it can also 
signify the struggle to correct right 
deviations within a party or organiza
tion

In the struggle to place proletar- 
ian ideology firmly in command, we pay 
special attention in this period to 
the following

- train true part/ cadres, theore
tically, organizationaI Iy and miIi — 
tarily,
- systematically develop revolu
tionary discipIine,

(Cont. p 23)
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Revolution --Main 
Trend in World Today

( D e l i v e r e d  on May 27 a t  a p u b l i c  f o 
rum t o  h a i l  the  v i c t o r i e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  in Indoch ina ,  
and in commemoration o f  the  F i f t h  
A nn ive rsa ry  o f  the  May 20,  1970, 
s ta tement  o f  Chairman Mao Tse*Tung,  
by the  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  O rgan iz ing  
Commit tee)

COMRADES AMD FRIENDS,

WE HAIL THE GREAT AND TRIUMPHANT VIC
TORIES OF THE PEOPLE OF CAMBODIA, LAOS 
AND VIETNAM, VICTORIES OF HISTORIC, 
WORLDWIDE SIGNIFICANCE'

THIS IS THE AGE IN WHICH IMPERIALISM 
IS HEADED FOR TOTAL AND COMPLETE DE
FEAT, AND PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION IS 
THE ORDER OF THE DAY’

The l i b e r a t i o n  o f  Vietnam and Cam
bodia f rom the  yoke o f  U S i m p e r i a l 
ism, the  s tep by s tep march taken by 
the  peoples o f  Indochina  a g a in s t  c o l 
o n i a l i s m ,  neo-co l  on ia  I ism and imper
i a l i s m  over  the  l a s t  400 ye a rs ,  is a 
h i s t o r y  r i c h  in lessons f o r  the  op
pressed and e x p l o i t e d  o f  the  w o r ld  

The s t r u g g l e  by the  Vietnamese 
people f o r  f reedom and independence is 
the  most f i e r c e  and p r o t r a c t e d  o f  a l l  
the  g re a t  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g le s  
o f  ou r  t im e s ,  s ince  World War 2

Toge the r ,  the  peop le  o f  Indochina 
have demonstrated c o n c l u s i v e l y  what 
Mao Tse-Tunq p o in te d  ou t  on May 20, 
1970, t h a t

A WEAK NATION CAN DEFEAT A STRONG,
A SMALL NATION CAN DEFEAT A BIG.
THE PEOPLE OF A SMALL NATION CAN 
CERTAINLY DEFEAT AGGRESSION BY A 
BIG COUNTRY, IF ONLY THEY DARE TO 
RISE IN STRUGGLE, DARE TO TAKE UP 
ARMS AND GRASP IN THEIR OWN HANDS 
THE DESTINY OF THEIR COUNTRY 
THIS IS THE LAW OF HISTORY.

Comrades and F r ie n d s ,  i t  is  t h i s  
o b j e c t i v e  law o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  we are 
gathered  here t o n i g h t  t o  c e l e b r a t e ,  
and t o  b e t t e r  understand Our movement 
a g a in s t  U S im p e r ia l i s m  and S o v ie t  
Soc ia l  im p e r ia l i s m  and in su pp o r t  o f  
the  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s ,  
has taken many t remendous s teps in the  
l a s t  f i f t e e n  ye a rs ,  d e fe a t i n g  a l l  k inds  
o f  pessimism, moral ism and c y n ic i s m ,  
the  o p p o r t u n i s t  l i n e s  o f  the  t e r r o r i s t s ,  
the  T r o t s k y i t e s ,  and the  modern r e v i 
s i o n i s t s  We have s t e a d i l y  come t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  has been one,  and 
o n ly  one,  o r g a n i z e r  f o r  a l l  t h e  v i c 
t o r i e s  in Indoch ina ,  as w e l l  as our  
own v i c t o r i e s ,  one source o f  unbreak
able  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  has led th e  f r e e 
dom f i g h t e r s  in Indochina  ove r  the  
l a s t  t h i r t y  years a g a in s t  French c o l 
o n i a l i s m  and U S im p e r ia l i s m  -  and 
t h a t  amids t  a l l  t h e  incomparable 
hardsh ips  and t r i a l s  faced by n a t i o n 
al l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  the  w o r ld  ove r ,  
whether they  be in P a l e s t i n e ,  Dhofa r ,  
Mozambique o r  Zimbabwe, t h e r e  is  one 
l i g h t  which has shed a b r i l l i a n t  c l a r 
i t y  on the  seeming chaos and d i s o r d e r .  
That  is  Marx ism-Lenin ism-Mao Tse-Tung 
Thought ,  our  o n ly  guide t o  a c t i o n  

The even ts  o f  the  l a s t  few months 
have p ro v ide d  us w i t h  v i v i d  examples

o f  t h e  c o r re c tn e s s  o f  the  l i n e  o f  the  
Chinese Communist P a r ty  t h a t  t h e  en
t i r e  w o r ld  is  in a s t a t e  o f  g r e a t  d i s 
o rd e r  and g re a t  t u r b u le n c e  "G rea t  
d i s o r d e r  under heaven" ,  as our  Chinese 
comrades put  i t  Great  t r i a l s  and re 
a l ignm en t  o f  fo r ces  have taken  p lace  
in the  l a s t  few years Look comrades 
t o  the  map o f  As ia  o r  A f r i c a  Look t o  
the  d ram a t ic  changes in t h e  r o l e  o f  
the  Un i ted  Na t ions  The d e t e r i o r a t i o n

o f  the  d o l l a r  and go ld  s tandard  The 
t remendous upsurge in t h e  w o rk e rs '  
movement in the  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  
And o f  g re a t  importance f o r  us, the  
r e c o g n i t i o n  today  -  here in t h e  ve ry  
h e a r t l a n d  o f  im p e r ia l i s m  -  f o r  the  
need t o  b u i l d  a genuine communist 
p a r t y  o f  a new type

Th is  is  an e a r t h - s h a k in g  e ra  we 
l i v e  in ,  an e ra  o f  g loba l  upheava l '

To some, t h i s  is a p e r io d  o f  con
fu s i o n  and d i s a r r a y  T h is  r e f l e c t s  
one c la s s  o u t l o o k  But  t o  The large 
masses o f  e x p l o i t e d  and oppressed 
people o f  the  w o r ld ,  t h i s  g r e a t  d i s 
o r d e r  on e a r th  is  a good t h i n g .  We 
are l i v i n g  in an age in which f o u r  
hundred years  o f  t h e  r u l e  o f  c a p i t a l 
ism is decaying be fo re  o u r  very  eyes 
Th is  is the  age in which COUNTRIES 
ARE FIGHTING FOR INDEPENDENCE, NATIONS 
ARE FIGHTING FOR LIBERATION, AND THE 
PEOPLE WANT REVOLUTION' REVOLUTION 
IS THE MAIN TREND IN THE WORLD TODAY' 
Who bu t  t h e  most r e a c t i o n a r y  r u l e r s  
o f  the  U S  o r  the  S o v ie t  Union denies 
t h i s  t o d a y 7

The g r e a t  d i s o r d e r  on ea r th  r e f l e c t s  
the  sharpen ing  o f  a l l  the  f o u r  b a s ic  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  in t h e  w o r ld
(1) t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between the  op

pressed n a t i o n s  on the  one hand and 

the  i m p e r i a l i s t  and s o c ia l  i m p e r i a l i s t  
n a t io n s  on th e  o th e r  hand,
(2) t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between the  p ro 

l e t a r i a t  and b o u rg e o is ie  in the  c a p i 
t a l i s t  and r e v i s i o n i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,
(3) the  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between th e  im
p e r i a l i s t  and s o c ia l  i m p e r i a l i s t  coun
t r i e s  and among the  i m p e r i a l i s t  coun
t r i e s ,
(4)  the  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between the  soc 
i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  on the  one hand and 
the  i m p e r i a l i s t  and s o c ia l  i m p e r i a l i s t  
c o u n t r i e s  on the  o th e r  hand

But which o f  these  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
is  p r i n c i p a l 7 Which one pushes a l l  the  
o th e rs  f o r w a r d 7 Comrades and F r ien ds ,  
Indoch ina p rov ides  the  c l e a r e s t  o f  a II  
p o s s ib le  answers t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  I t  
is  the  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between the  op
pressed n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  and im
p e r i a l i s m  and s o c ia l  im p e r ia l i s m  which 
is  t h e  main c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in t h e  w o r ld  
today  -  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  which is 
push ing h i s t o r y  fo rwa rd  Th is  c o n t r a 
d i c t i o n ,  as Lenin s a i d ,  " i s  the  essence 
o f  i mperi a I i sm".

The. nevo lotto nany Atonm Au>eepx.ng 
A*xa, Â rvtca, Latin AmenA,ca and the. 
Middle EaAt AxgnalA cdn^ui-con and cLcv-c- 
t>x.on among the, enemxe* ofi the. people, 
whxle -ct a gneat * ounce of, titspxna- 
tion and te.mpe.tu.ng ^on the people ofi 
the exploded and oppneAAed nation* ofi 
the would

The awakening o f  the  T h i r d  Wor ld is 
an even t  o f  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c  importance 
A f t e r  World War 2,  w i t h  the  r e s t o r a t i o n  
o f  c a p i t a l i s m  in the  S o v ie t  Union and 
the  emergence o f  S o v ie t  s o c ia l  imper
i a l i s m ,  the  s o c i a l i s t  camp no longer 
e x i s t e d  by the  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  At  the

same t i m e ,  we can see t h e  d i s i n t e g r a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  camp, as r e v e a l 
ed by the  g rowing r i v a l r y  amongst the  
c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  Today, t h e r e  
are t h r e e  wor lds  which are i n t e r - c o n 
nec ted ,  and in c o n t r a d i c t i o n  w i t h  each 
o th e r

F i r s t ,  we have the  U S and U S S R ,

the  two superpowers Second, we have

th e  rema in ing  developed c a p i t a l i s t  
c o u n t r i e s  T h i r d ,  the  d ev e lop ing  coun
t r i e s  o f  A s ia ,  A f r i c a ,  L a t in  Amer ica,  
the  M id d le  East  and o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  the  
w o r ld

Cambodia and Vietnam are so impor
t a n t  because they  reveal  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
t h a t  i t  is  the  T h i r d  World which is 
d e te rm in in g  the  course o f  w o r ld  h i s 
t o r y  I t  is the  T h i r d  World which is 
s t r o n g  s t r a t e g i c a l l y ,  w h i l e  i t  is  im
p e r i a l i s m  and s o c ia l  im per ia  I ism which 
are weak

That  i s  why we say t h a t  im p e r ia l i s m  
is a paper  t i g e r  From the  long te rm  
p o i n t  o f  v iew,  t h e  v iew o f  p r o t r a c t e d  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e ,  f rom th e  p o i n t  
o f  view o f  the  o b j e c t i v e  laws o f  h i s 

t o r y ,  im p e r ia l i s m  is  headed f o r  t o t a l  
and complete  d e fe a t  Th is  is  the  es 
sence o f  the  q u e s t io n

In appearance,  however,  i t  is  an
o t h e r  case On the  s u r f a c e  U S imper
i a l i s m  and S o v ie t  s o c ia l  im p e r ia l i s m  
are I i vi  ng t i  ge rs ,  i r o n  t i g e r s ,  t i g e r s

o f  death and d e s t r u c t i o n ,  as we have 
seen in Indoch ina ,  A f r i c a  ,and o t h e r  
p laces  T a c t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  must no t  be 
underes t im ated  Noone amongst us w i l l  
e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  b a r b a r i c  damage com
m i t t e d  a g a in s t  t h e  peop le ,  c u l t u r e  and 
land o f  Indoch ina ,  " t o  win t h e  h ea r ts  
and minds o f  the  p eop le "  We do not  
f o r g e t  the  A i r  Force C h ie f  o f  S t a f f ,  
C u r t i s  LeMay, who s a id  in 1964, "w e ' r e  
go ing  t o  bomb them back t o  the  stone  
age" Or Lyndon Johnson,  who t o l d  U S 
s o l d i e r s  a t  Cam Ranh Bay in 1964, "Come 
home w i t h  the  coonsk in  on the  w a l I "
Or t h e  American o f f i c e r  a f t e r  TET who 
e x p la in e d  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  I y ,  "we had t o  
d es t ro y  i t  in o r d e r  t o  save i t "

And c e r t a i n l y ,  we w i l l  never f o r g e t  
t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  o u r  comrades in arms 
who have s a c r i f i c e d  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  the  
l i v e s  o f  c o u n t le s s  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  sepa r 
a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s ,  i n t h e  h e r o i c ,  p ro 
t r a c t e d  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  im p e r ia l i s m  
The many m i l l i o n s  wounded o r  maimed 
T h is  g re a t  courage,  heroism and s a c r i 
f i c e ,  is  an h i s t o r i c  example t o  the  
peop le  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  T h e i r  memory w i l l  
a lways burn in our  h ea r ts  T h e i r s  is  
t h e  i n f i n i t e  example

No road t o  r e v o l u t i o n  has been more 
t o r t u o u s ,  more p r o t r a c t e d  than in 
Vietnam Not fo rced  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,
V i e t n a m i z a t i o n , the  Phoenix Campaign, 
d e f o l i a t i o n ,  c a r p e t  bombing and much 
more, cou ld  d e t e r  our  Vietnamese com
rades in arms

Th i s  d e te r m in a t i o n  comes f rom one 
source T h is  unswerv ing  d e d i c a t i o n  in 
the  face o f  u n to ld  h a rdsh ip s  and s u f 
f e r i n g  stems f rom one fo u n ta in h ea d .
That  is  Marx ism-Lenin ism-Mao Tse-Tung 
Thought As Lenin p o in te d  o u t ,

ManxxAm pnovx.de* the clue uohxch 
enable* u* to dx* coven the law* 
goven.nx.ng the* Aeemxng labynxnth 

chaoi, namely, the theony ofi 
da** Atnuggle.

(Cont. pg 21)
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R evolut ion
The h i s t o r y  o f  a I I s o c i e t y  i s  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  O n l y  by 
u s i n g  M a rx i  s m - L e m  n i sm-Mao T s e -T u n g  

T h o u g h t  as o u r  g u i d e  and g r a s p i n g  
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  as t h e  key  l i n k ,  can we 
m a i n t a i n ,  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  g r e a t  chaos 
and t u r m o i l  a l l  a r o u n d  u s ,  c l a r i t y  o f  

v i s i o n  and a b s o l u t e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  
v i c t o r y  o f  o u r  ca use

The p e o p l e  o f  I n d o c h i n a ,  w i t h  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  V ie t n a m  W o rk e rs  

P a r t y ,  have  p r o v i d e d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
w o r l d  w i t h  a h i s t o r i c  l e s s o n  as t o  t h e  

t r u t h  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  Ho Chi 
Hath, th e  gaeat and beloved leaden o f 
th e  l/letnameAe peop le , compared th e  
VietnameAe liloakeaA P a rty  to  a geneaa- 
to a  and th e  a ffc u ro  o f th e  aeAiAtance  
and n a t io n a l conA tauction  to  e le c t r ic  
h g h t i , th e  more p o w e rfu l th e  genex^a- 
to a , th e  b r ig h te r  th e  h g h tA

T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t "  l e s s o n  
f o r  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  
t h e  v i c t o r i e s  in  I n d o c h i n a  T n a t  t h e  
s o u r c e  b e h i n d  a l l  t h e  v i c t o r i e s  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  I n d o c h i n a ,  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
t h e  V i e t  M in h ,  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  
D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  V i e t n a m ,  t h e  
v i c t o r y  a t  Diem B ie r i  P hu ,  t h e  f o u n d i n g  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t ,  t h e  
TET o f f e n s i v e ,  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  
Roya l  G ov e rn m e n t  o f  N a t i o n a l  U n io n  o f  
C a m b od ia ,  t h e  P a r i s  Peace A c c o r d s ,  t h e  
l i b e r a t i o n  o f  Cambodia  on A p r i l  18, 

t h e  l i b e r a  N o n  o f  V ie t n a m  on A p r  i I 30 ,  
t h e  t r i u m p h s  in  L ao s ,  as w e l l  as t h e  
p a t h  anead in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and c o n s o l 
i d a t i n g  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e 
t a r i a t ,  a l l  p o i n t  t o  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m -  
Mao T s e -T u n a  T h o u g h t  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
c o n c r e t e  c o n d i t i o n s  in  I n d o c h i n a ,  as 
t h e  o r g a n i z e r  o f  a l l  o u r  v i c t o r i e s

R e t u r n i n g  t o  Ho Chi Minh  a g a , n ,  we 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  he ,  c l e a r e r  t n a n  anybody  

e l s e  i n  I n d o c h i n a ,  u n d e r s r o o d  t h i s  
u n i v e r s a l  t r u t h  And he d i d  n o t  h e s i 
t a t e  t o  make t h i s  p o i n t  v e r y  c l e a r

S te p  by i>tep m  th e  couaAe o f 
th e  A tau qg le , combining the oao t- 
-oeal H a rx iA t-L e n in u t  Atu.cU.e6 
w it h  p r a c t ic a l  actA.vjJx.e6, I  
g ra d u a lly  understood th a t  on ly  
A ociahAm , o n ly  communism, can 
Pa.1 c ra te  th e  oppaesAed peoples 
and t o ih n a  masAes o f  th e  m o ld

T h i s  i s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  t r u t h  c o n 
t a i n e d  i n  t f e >~evcl u t i c n a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  
in  V i e t n a m ,  a^d  a U  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  I i b — 

e r a  hi on s t - i  gg I os
in  o r d e r  t o  c e l e b r a t e  and c o n f i r m  

T h  , s t-~u4 h f o r  M a rx i  s t - L e n  i n i  s t s  and 
p r o g r e s s i v e  p e o p l e  h e r e  i n  t h e  U S . ,  
l e t  us j u s t  b r i e f l y  t r a c e  some o f  t h e  
m os t  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p s  in  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
in  I n d o c h i n a

T he p e o p l e s  o f  I n d o c h i n a  have a 
g r e a t  and r i c h  h i s t o r y .  The na4- ons  
o f  Annan ( V i e t n a m ) ,  Laos and Cambodia  
have  e x i s t e d  s nee t h e  dawn o f  t i m e .  
G re a 4- a c h i e v e m e n t s  have marked  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  such  as 

A n g k o r  W a t ,  s y s t e m s  o f  i r n g a + i c n  and 
c a n a l s ,  and nany o t h e r  g l o r i o u s  accom-  
p I i s h m e n t s .

The d e v e lo p m e n t  and g r o w t h  o f  mod
e r n  c a p i t a l i s m  I s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p ! un
d e "  on a w o r l d w i d e  b a s i s  In  1662,  
t h e  f i r s t  F re n c h  m i s s i o n a ' i e s  a r r i v e d  

i n  I n d o c h i n a ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  by t r a d e r s  
x rom E u rop e  s e e k i r g  t h e  r | Ches o f  
i v o r y ,  s p i c e s ,  g o l d  and s i l v e r  f r o m  
t h e  E a s t .  As t h e  Eu rop e an  c o l o n  a I e x 
p a n s i o n  o f  ■‘"he 17th  and 18th  c e n t u r i e s  
i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  in  I n d o c h i n a ,  as e l s e w h e r e  in  
t h e  w o r l d ,  began t o  e m e rg e .  U n d e r  t h e  
g u i s e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  P re nch  m i s s i o n a r 

i e s  f r o m  " p e r s e c u t i o n " ,  t h e  F re n c h  
s e n t  m i l i t a r y  and n a v a l  f o r c e s  in  1857.  

O u t r i g h t  F re n c h  c o l o n i a l i z a t i o n  i n  I n d o 

c h i n a  began F i r s t  V ie t n a m  was s e c u r e d  
m i l i t a r i l y ,  t h e n  Cambod ia  and Laos

S om et im es o r g a n i z e d ,  b u t  m o s t l y  
s p o n t a n e o u s  r e s i s t a n c e  d e v e lo p e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  I n d o c h i n a  t o  F re n c h  c o l o n i a l  
r u l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  19th  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r i e s  In  t h e  m id  19th  c e n t u r y  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  A s i a  began t o  awaken p o l i t i 
c a l l y ,  and a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t i d e  a g a i n s t  
c o l o n i a l i s m  and f e u d a l i s m  s p r e a d  f r o m  
t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  t o  C h in a  G r e a t  s t o r m s  
opened up in  P e r s i a ,  I n d i a  and C h in a  
Marx  and E n g e l s  h a i l e d  t h e s e  s t i r r i n g s  
as t h e  " o p e n i n g  day o f  a new e r a  f o r  
a l l  A s i a  "

The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t o r m s  in  A s i a  

p r i o r  t o  W o r l d  War I were d e m o c r a t i c  
r e s o l u t i o n s  le d  by t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
These  w e re  o l d  d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  
w h e re  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  c t i  I I p i a y e d  t h e  
l e a d i n g  r o l e ,  b ecause  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
had n o t  y e t  assumed l e a d e r s h i p

B u t  s i n c e  t h e  O c t o b e r  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a 
new shage  e r u p t e d  cn a w o r l d w i d e  s c a l e  
F o r  t h e  f . r s t  t i m e  in  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  
w o r k . n g  c l a s s  began t o  assume i t s  
r i g h t f u l  r o l e ,  i t  e n f e r e d  h i s t o r y  as a 
c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s  o f  i t s e l f  and i t s  h i s 
t o r i c a l  d e s n n y  From t h a t  p o i n t  on in

A s i a ,  as w o r l d w i d e ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  

1 he o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  have  
assumed a new e n a r a e f e r ,  t h e y  have  be 
come s t r u g g l e s  f o r  a new k i n d  o f  demo

c r a c y ,  n o t  led  by t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  b u t  
led  by t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  T h a t  i s ,  new 
d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u f i o n s  became t h e  o r d e r  

o f  t h e  d a /  U nder im p e r ia l is m , th e  
n a t io n a l  qu.e6ti.on  becomes one of, o v e r 
a l l  w o a ld i ' id e  im p o r ta n c e , m  w h ic h  th e  
e n t i r e  f a t e  o f  pa .o le tcuu .an  r e v o lu t io n  
funge6  upon th e  s t r u g g le  o f  th e  p e o p le  
o f  th e  o p p re sse d  n a t io n s  f o r  s e H - d e t e r -  
rn .n a ti.o n

L e n in  t h u s  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  A s i a  w o u ld  
become a "new s o u r c e  o f  g r e a t  w o r l d  

s t o r m s  "  In 19 13 L e n in  even  s u g g e s t e d ,  
w h a t  m i g h t  have  seemed i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t o  

many a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t h a t  i t  was E urop e  
w h i c h  was b a c k w a r d ,  and A s ia  t h a t  was 
a dv a n c ed  How p r o p h e t i c  have become 
These  o b s e r v a t i o n s  by L e n i i

In I n d o c h i n a ,  t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  t h e  
O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n  had i t s  i r f l u e n c e ,  
as i I  o i d  w o r l d w i d e  Even p r i o r  t o  t h e  
O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n ,  Ho Chi M in h ,  s t i r 
r e d  by t h e  deep d e s i r e  t o  f i n d  a r e v o l 

u t i o n a r y  ro a d  t o  l i b e r a t e  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  
j o u r n e y e d  t o  F r a n c e ,  w h e re  he began t o  
s t u d y  M a rx i s m  c t i r r e d  by h i s  deep 
p a t r t o + 1 c  s e n - i m e n t s ,  M a r x i s m - L e n i n  sm 
was t a k e n  up by Ho Chi Minh as t h e  o n l y  
p a t h  t o w a r d  t h e  e m a n c i p a t i o n  o f  h i s  
p e o p l e  H e r e ,  as e l s e w h e r e ,  im p re s s e d

w i t h  L e n i n ' s  d o c t r i n e  on t h e  r i a n o n a l  
and c o l o n i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  Ho Chi M inh  be 
gan t o  f o r m u l a t e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a 
new d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n  in  V ie t n a m ,  
and t h e  need f o r  a g e n u i n e  c o m m u n is t  
p a r t y  t o  le ad  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  V ie t n a m  t o  
v i c t o r y  a g a i n s t  F re n c h  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  t o 
ward s o c a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  -  b u t  w i h h o u t  

p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t a g e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t

d e v e l o p m e n t .  A t  a v e r y  e a r l y  p o i n t ,
Ho Chi Minh g r a s p e d  f i r m l y  t h a t  V ie m a m  
was p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d w i d e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t o r m ,  and t h a t  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  mus t  

be a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  c o n d i t i o n s

in  h i s  own c o u n t r y  T h i s  mean t  one 
t h i n g ,  t h a t  a c o m m u n is t  p a r t y  m u s t  be 
f o r m e d .

In  19 3 0 ,  w i t h  t h e  m e r g in g  o f  t h e  
t n r e e  e x i s t i n g  p a r t i e s  i n t o  a s i r g l e  
V IET  NAM COMMUNIST PARTY, t h e  s t r u g g l e s  
o f  t h e  I n d o c h i n e s e  p e o p l e  e n t e r e d  a 
q u a l i t  t a t i v e l y  new s t a g e .  Based upon 
a c o n c r e t e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s

o f  F re n c h  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  t h e  need f o r  an 
a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  and w o r k e r s  

u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s ,  and t h e  i n t e r n a t  o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
o r  1 he p r o l e t a r i a t ,  Ho Chi Minh s u c c e s s -  
f u l l /  a p p l i e d  t h e  T e a c h i n g s  o f  L e n in  
ana S t a l i n  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  commun
i s t  p a - t y ,  and f o u n d  tn e m  t o  be t h e  
o n l y  s o l u l i o n  t o  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n

The t a s k  1 hen b e f o r e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
I n d o c h ' n a  was how t o  r a l l y  t h e  b ro a d  
masses o f  p e a s a n t s  and w o r k e r s  t o  s u p 
p o r t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a 
t i o n  H e re  a g a i n ,  based  upon t n e  
t e a c h i n g s  o f  M a rx ,  E n g e l s ,  L e n in  and 
S t a l i n ,  t h e  V ie t n a m  Co mmun is t  P a r l y  
fo rm e d  t h e  V i e t  Minh  in  19 4 1 U p h o l d i n g  
t h e  v a n g u a r d  r o l e  o f  t h e  P a r t / ,  t h e  
V i e t  Minh was a b ro a d  d e m o c r a t i c  p e o 
p l e s  f r o n t  t o  w in  o v e r  a l l  t h e  r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  T h a t  c o u l d  be u n i t e d ,  
and s p e a r h e a d  The a s s a u l t  a g a i n s 4- t h e  
F re n c h  and Ja pa n ese  f a s c i s t s  A g a i n ,

c o r r e c t l y  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  as a new d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
t h e  V i e t  Minh was o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  
P a r t y  t o  p u r s u e  n a t i o n a l  s a l v a t i o n  
The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  V i e t  Minh by 
t h e  V ie t n a m  Communis4- P a r t y  was a c l e a r  
e x a m p le  o f  how t h e  s c i e n f i f i c  t e a c h i n g s  
o f  M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m  w e re  a p p l i e d  t o  The 

p r a c t i c a l  p r o b le m s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and a 

c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n  was fo u n d
T h ro u g h  many t r i a l s  and o b s t a c l e s ,

Ho Chi Minh led  t h e  V ie tn a m e s e  p e o p l e  
p a i n s + a k i n g I y  t o w a r d  t h e i r  f i r s t  v i c 
t o r y  in  t h e  A u g u s t  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1945 -  
a g a i n s t  F r e n c h ,  t h e n  J a p a n e s e ,  and 
a g a ' n  a g a i n s t  F re n c h  c o l o n i a l i s m  On 
S e p te m b e r  2 ,  1945,  t h e n  P r e s i d e n t  
Ho Chi Minh re a d  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n 
depend en ce  a t  Ba D in h  S q u a r e ,  H a n o i ,  by 
w h ic h  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  N o r t h  
V ie tn a m  was -founded -  t h e  f i r s t  p e o p l e s  
d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e  in  a l l  o f  S o u t h e a s t  
As i a

Fhe f oundx.no o f  th e  PPV m arked an 
h i s t o n e  t u r n  f o r  th e  p e o p le  o f  In d o 
c h in a ,  and made a m o6t im p o r ta n t  con - 
tnx .bu tx .on  t o  th e  s t r u g g le  o f  a l l  e x -  
p lo x te d  and o p p re sse d  p e o p le  -  f o r  th e  
sys te m  o f  c o lo n ia l  o p p re s s io n  had been 
b ro ke n  a t  x t6  w e a k e s t l i n k  -  c o n t r ib u t 
in g  t o  th e  w o r ld w id e  p ro c e s s  o f  d x s m -  
tega .a tx .on  and decay o f  c o lo n ia l is m  and 
im p e r ia l is m  Aa Ho C h i M inh  6 to t e d ,
"It  was a g re a t v ie  toa y  o f th e  Vietnam- 
eAe peop le , and alAo th e  f iO A t v ic to a y

o f Marxism-LeniniAm m  a c o lo n ia l  
c o u n try . "

T r u l y  A s . a ,  A f r i c a ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  

and t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a r e  t h e  w e a k e s t  l i n k  

in  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c h a i n ,  and t h e  g r e a t  

s t o r m  c e n t e r s  o f  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n  
V ie t n a m  was t h e  f i r s t  c o n c r e t e  i n d i c a -  

, t i o n  o f  L e n i n ' s  o b s e r v a + i o r  many y e a r s

p r i o r  Vietnam paoved beyond a shadow 
o f a doubt t h a t  i t  ia  th e  m a k in g  cI oaa , 
and o n ly  th e  m a k in g  cI oaa , th a t  can 
le a d  th e  c o lo n ia l people o f th e  m o ld  
to  v ic to a y , a v ic to a y  which muAt be 
b u i l t  upon th e  a l l ia n c e  o f the  peoAantA 
and m akeaA, b u t le d  by th e  m a k in g  
cI oaa

i n  1949, t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  

R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  
P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  o f  C h in a  t i p p e d  t h e  
w o r l d  b a l a n c e  o f  pow e r  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s ,  and l i n k e d  t h e  
V ie tn a m e s e  r e v o l u t i o n  s o l i d l y  w i t h  t h e  
s o c j a l i s f  camp The m i l i t a n t  p r o l e t a r 
i a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  C h in e s e  peo 
p l e  le d  by t h e  C h in e s e  Com m un is t  P a r t y  
p r o v i d e d  an i m p o r t a n t  s t o n e  in  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  w h ic h  led  f o  th e . I n d o c h i n e s e
p e o p l e ' s  v i c t o r y

The ro a d  t o  s o c i a l i s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
in  t h e  DRV has been ham pe red  f o r  t h i r t y  
y e a r s  by t h e  u n c e a s i n g  e f f o r t s  o t  t h e  
F re n c h  and U S i m p e r i a l i s t s .  Y e t ,

( C o n t .  p 2 2 )
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f ro m  t h a t  p o i n t  on,  even though  faced  
w  hi  g r e a t  o b s t a c l e s ,  t h r o u c l  bo th  th e  
f  i r s + and second I n a o c u n e s e  war s ,  V i c 

t o r i e s  have r e s u l t e d  f rom  th e  p e r s i s 
t e n t  s t r u g g l e  t o  a p p l y  th e  uni  v e r s a 1 
t e a c h i n g s  o f  M a rx i s m -L e n in i s m -M a c  T se -  
T ung Though t  t o  th e  c o n c r e t e  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  V ie tnam

Fven w i t h  t n e  f o u n d i n g  or  t h e  Peo
p l e ' s  L b e r a t i o n At 7 , i t  was a p p a r e n t  
t h a t  p o l i t i c s  was t o  be p u t  in command 
a I e v e r y  t u r n Tne arm/  was fn o u gh t  o f  

f  i ^c t  and f u r e r r c s f  as a propaganda  u n i t ,  
n o t  s i m p I / a m i l i t a r y  arm Tn ro u c n o u t  
t h e  war ,  each mi h 4a r \  advance can be 
e x p i a ' n e d  by p u t t i n g  p o l i t i c s  in c a i 
man d E a r l y  in t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e ,  
^ o  Chi Minh g rasped  fhe impo^ far ice  c f  
s e l f  re I ance,  u r g i n g  h i s  p e o p le  t o  
"u se  guns and swords i f  we nave + hen,  
and i f  t h e s e  a re  l a c k i n g ,  l e t  us use 
p i c k s ,  hoes and s t i c k s  as weapons,  lex 
e v e ryone  do h i s  u tm os t  t o  f i g h t  t h e  
c o l c n i a l i s t s  and save t h e  c o u n t r / ' "

Wh le th e  F re n c h ,  and t h e  Americans 
a f t e r  t ^e m ,  had th e  p o w e r f u l  wea 'ons o r  
^ le' - ' l  and n  ,n ,  n  Ji i e  V ie f^ a m e -e  
who had t h i  g r e a s e r  weapon, t h e  power 
o f  the masses awefened ^o t h e  s t r u c a l ^  
f  s>~ n a t i o n a l  l i o e r a f i c r

Ho Chi Minh r e a l i z e d ,  based upon t h e  
t e a c h i n g s  o f  Marx ,  E n g e ls ,  Len in  and 
S t a l i n  b e f o r e  h im,  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p r o 
blems o f  p e o p l e ' s  war  in I n d o c h i n a ,  
t h a t  " a  - in v o lu t io n  cannot he made by a 
A m a in  pennon, a lange  io i.cn  ia  nnneind, 
thn e n t i le  people m in t ta ke  pan t, o n ly  
token th e  lo o t  i a  {u m , can th e  tn.ee l i v -  
lo n q , and v ic to n y  ia  b u u lt  w ith  th e  peo
p le a* io u n d a tio n "

A t  Dien B ie n  Phu, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  
in t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s m a l l  
and weak c o l o n i z e d  c o u n t r y  d e f e a t e d  a 
la rg e  c o l o n i a l  power  As Enge ls  had 
p o i n t e d  o u t  long ago,  "men and n o t  mus
k e t s ,  must w in  b a t t l e s  "

On J u l y  20 ,  1954, t h e  Geneva C o n f e r 
ence on In d o c h in a  ended ,  t h e  French 
had been f o r c e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r ,  and e l e c 
t i o n s  were s c h ed u led  soon in V ie tnam 
As we know, t h e  U S. I m p e r i a l i s t s  -  who 
had p a id  80$ o f  t h e  French b i l l  in In d o 
c h i n a ,  n ev e r  i n te n d e d  t o  keep t h i s  
ag reem ent ,  and t h e  second war  in In d o 
c h in a  began t o  t a k e  shape

By t h e  l a t e  I 9 5 0 ' s  i t  became o b v io u s  
t o  a l l  in V ie tnam  t h a t  U S i m p e r i a l i s m  
was b en t  upon p r e v e n t i n g  a t  a I I  c o s t s  
t h e  r e u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  V ie tnam

Where t h e r e  is  o p p r e s s i o n ,  t h e r e  is  
r e s i s t a n c e  The p e o p le  o f  South V ie + -  
nam had no o t h e r  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  t a k e  up 
arms B e g in n i n g  in I960 ,  u p r i s i n g s  oc 
c u r r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  South V ie tnam In 
December 20,  I960 t h e  South V ie tnam 
N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  f o r  L i b e r a t i o n  was f o r m 
ed

The NLF, based upon th e  lessons  
le a rne d  f rom  th e  V i e t  M inh ,  s e t  o u t  t o  
u n i t e  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  and d e m o c r a t i c  peo
p l e  o f  South V ie tnam  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  com
mon enemy, U S i m p e r i a l i s m  and i t s  
comprador  a gen ts  in South V ie tnam The 
u n i t e d  f r o n t  t h a t  has been b u i l t  in 
South V ie tnam  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  15 y e a r s  is  
a d i r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  L e n i n ' s  and 
Mao T s e - T u n g 's  a n a l y s i s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  in 
V i e tnam

Guided by t h e  c o n c r e t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  
c o n c r e t e  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  e v e r y  t u r n ,  many 
v i c t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  preceded  

l i b e r a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  TET o f f e n s i v e  

in 1968, and t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  P ro 
v i s i o n a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Government on 
June 10, 1969 The PRG has a d m i n i s t r a t 
ed t h e  l i b e r a t e d  a reas  o f  South V ie tnam 
f o r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s ,  and i s  a c o a l i 
t i o n  o f  t h e  NLF and t h e  A l l i a n c e  o f  
N a t i o n a l ,  D e m o c ra t i c  and Peace Forces 
The PRG had begun t o  I ay a f o u n d a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t

The s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  P a r i s  Peace Ac
c o rd s  by t h e  f a s c i s t  T h ie u  reg ime and 
U S i m p e r i a l i s m  was a n o t h e r  d r a m a t i c  
d e f e a t  f o r  i m p e r i a l i s m  in I n d o c h i n a ,  
d i r e c t l y  l e a d in g  t o  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  
a l l  o f  South V ie tnam  on A p r i l  30,  1975, 
when th e  g o ld  s t a r r e d  red and b lu e  f l a g  
o f  t h e  PRG was h o i s t e d  o v e r  t h e  phony 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  p a la c e  in Saigon  -  now 
t r i u m p h a n t l y  known as Ho Chi Minh C i t y  

As we p o i n t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  r e v 
o l u t i o n a r y  road in V ie tnam  o v e r  t h e  
l a s t  30 y e a r s  has been e x t r e m e l y  t o r 

t u o u s ,  r e q u i r i n g  a t  e v e r y  t u r n  a s c i e n 
t i f i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  t a s k s  a t  hand 
and t h e  c om p le te  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  a I I  
p r o g r e s s i v e  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  in 
o r d e r  t o  g u a ra n te e  v i c t o r y  In V ie tn a m ,  
as in e v e r y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y ,  we can be 
su re  t h a t  t h e r e  have been many s t r u g 
g le s  o v e r  t h e  c o r r e c t  pa th  t o  f o l l o w  a t  

c r i t i c a l  moments Shou ld  t h e  army p u t  
p o l i t i c s  in command a t  e v e r y  t u r n 7 
Shou ld  a u n i t e d  f r o n t  be f o r m e d 7 
Shou ld  we a t t a c k  Saigon  in I9 6 8 7 What 
i s  o u r  a t t i t u d e  to w a r d  t h e  Amer ican  
p e o p l e 7 These and many o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  
must have a r i s e n  L ook ing  back ,  we can 

now see t h a t  a t  e v e r y  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t ,  
t h e  c o r r e c t  road t o  t a k e  was p o i n t e d  
o u t  g u id e d  by M a rx i s m -L e n in i s m -M a o  Tse 
Tung Though t  and t h u s  v i c t o r y  was as 

su red
In Cambodia, an in. LaoA, the borne 

bcn ic  h ib  tony exm tb
In Cambodia,  a f t e r  hundreds  o f  y ea rs  

o f  a n t i - c o I  o n ia  I s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  Cambodiar 
peop le  f i n a l l y  a c h ie v e d  independence  -  
in 1953 a f t e r  a p r o lo n g e d  p e r i o d  o f  
armed s t r u g g l e

From t h a t  p o i n t  on,  Samdech Norodom 
S ih anouk  summed up p r o p h e t i c a l l y  t h e  
c ou rse  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y

"What seemed t o  me t h e  end o f  a 
long and p a i n f u l  t u n n e l  t u r n e d  o u t  
t o  be o n l y  t h e  end o f  one phase o f  
a s t r u g g l e  i n f i n i t e l y  more comp lex 
tha n  n e i t h e r  m y s e l f  o r  my a n c e s t o r s  
c o u ld  have imag ined when th e  f i r s t  
c o l o n i a l  power  o f f e r e d  i t s  p r o t e c 
t i o n  o v e r  a c e n t u r y  ago 

When I had t h e  sad d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  
t a k i n g  my p la c e  as an hon o r  guard  
a t  t h e  b i e r  o f  t h e  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  
Ho Chi M in h ,  I t h o u g h t  how t r u e  is  
h i s  p h r a s e ,  ' N o t h i n g  i s  more p r e 
c i o u s  tha n  independence ' He was 
a l i f e  long r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o f  hum
b l e  o r i g i n s ,  I am an a r i s t o c r a t  
f rom  a long l i n e  o f  monarchs He 
was o f  a n o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h i r t y  
y e a r s  my s e n i o r  But  we had one 
t h i n g  in common, u n s w e rv in g  devo 
t i o n  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  independence 
He chose t h e  s t e r n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
ro a d ,  a c o u rs e  wh ich  a p p a l l e d  me 
when I was young and t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  
b lo o d  t h a t  would  be shed

In th e  end i t  wen th e  Amenncanb 
who d iove home th e  b i t te n  l e t  Aon 
th a t  im p e n ia liA tb  leave  on ly  one 
noad to  ineedom, once th e y  have 
maiked a c o u n tiy  down cn t h e n  p in y , 
t h a t  m  th e  noad. o{, aimed A tnugg le  
ab deemed by Ho Chi \hnh "
The road o f  armed s t r u g g l e  and th e  

u n i t e d  f r o n t  was c h a r t e d  f o r  t h e  Cambo
d ian  p eo p le  by t h e  Khmer Communist  P a r 
t y  I t  was t h e  p r o t r a c t e d  g u e r r i  I la 
w a r f a r e  combined w i t h  u n i t i n g  a l l  se c 
t i o n s  o f  t h e  masses a g a i n s t  t h e  c o l o n 
i a l i s t s  -  unde r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
P a r t y  -  t h a t  f i n a l l y  f o r c e d  t h e  French 
t o  g r a n t  independence on November 9 ,
1953

In t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s ,  S ihanouk  a t 
tem pte d  t o  s t i r  a c o u rs e  o f  independ 
ence and n a t i o n a l  s o v e r e i g n t y  f o r  Cam
b o d i a ,  b u t  was undermined by t h e  CIA 
a t  many p o i n t s  By 1970, U S im p e r 
i a l i s m  had begun t o  s i n k  i n t o  t h e  swamp 
o f  p e o p l e ' s  w a r ,  and t h e  U S CIA e n 
g i n e e r e d  a coup a g a i n s t  Cambodia in 
March ,  i n s t a l l i n g  i t s  p uppe ts  Lon No I 
and S i n k  M a t i k  Im m e d ia te l y  a f t e r 
w a rd s ,  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  lessons  
f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e

F re n c h ,  a c a l l  was is s u ed  f o r  t h e  f o r 
m a t io n  o f  t h e  ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF NA
TIONAL UNION OF CAMBODIA ( RGNUC), t o  
u n i t e  t h e  e n t i r e  Cambodian p e o p le ,  t h e  
NATIONAL UNITED FRONT OF CAMBODIA 
(NUFC), t o  u n i t e  a l l  t h o s e  t h a t  can be 
u n i t e d  a g a i n s t  U S i m p e r i a l i s m  and i t s  
l a c k e y s ,  Lon No I and S i n k  M a t i k ,  and 
t h e  CAMBODIAN PEOPLE'S NATIONAL LIBER
ATION ARMED FORCES (CPNLAF) t o  lead t h e  
armed s t r u g g l e  Soon a f t e r w a r d s ,  on 
A p r i I  30,  1970, t h e  U S d i r e c t l y  i n 
vaded t h e  P a r r o t s  Beak a rea  o f  Cambodia 
w i t h  t h e  welcome o f  Lon No I ,  unde r  t h e  
p r e t e x t  o f  g o in g  a f t e r  t h e  " N o r t h  V i e t 
namese r e g u l a r  t r o o p s "  I f  comrades r e 
member t h e  news r e p o r t s  f rom  t h a t  t i m e ,  
t h e  N o r th  V ietnam ese were n o t  t o  be 
found  The r e a l  reason  f o r  t h e  mi I i t a -  
r y  a d v e n tu r e  was t o  a t t a c k  t h e  p a t r i o t 
i c  Cambodian armed f o r c e s  in o r d e r  t o  
s h o re  up Lon No I

The i n t e n s e  p e o p l e ' s  w a r f a r e  o f  t h e  
Cambodian masses a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r e i g n  
in v a d e r s  and t h e i r  agen ts  r e s u l t e d  in 
t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  2 / 3  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  in 
t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  f i g h t i n g  Waging 
bo th  a p o l i t i c a l  and a m i l i t a r y  cam
p a i g n ,  u n i t i n g  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  w i t h  th e  
p e a s a n t s ,  s t e a d y  advances were g a in e d  
By t h e  end o f  1973, Phnom Penh was a 
v i r t u a l  i s l a n d ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  in t h e  com
p l e t e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  Phnom Penh on A p r i l  
18 th ,  j u s t  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  U S 
m a n u fa c tu re d  coup

In t h e  l a s t  few mon ths ,  o u r  Cambodian 
and V ietnamese comrades have d e l i v e r e d  
c r u s h i n g  b lows both  t o  U S i m p e r i a l i s m  
and S o v i e t  s o c i a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  In Laos, 
as w e l l ,  v i c t o r y  s u r e l y  c a nn o t  be f a r  
away U S m i l i t a r y  and econom ic  " a i d "  
has s o u g h t  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  Laos as a pup
p e t  s t a t e  f o r  many y e a r s  now Faced 
w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t  war  t h a t  has been con
d uc te d  a g a i n s t  Laos ,  t h e  PATHET LAO and 
t h e  LAOTIAN POPULAR FRONT (LPF) have 
advanced s t e a d i  ly  on t h e  mi I i t a r y  f r o n t  
i n t h e  c o un t  ry s  i de7~TTE)eFa+1 ng 935f " " ‘ 
a r e a s ,  and on th e  p o l i t i c a l  f r o n t  in t h e  
c a p i t a l ,  V i e n t i a n e  A l r e a d y ,  t h e  U S 
a ge n ts  a re  p u l l i n g  o u t  and t h e  P a t h e t  
Lao has c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  government  o f  
Laos As in V ie tnam  and Cambodia,  Laos 
p r o v i d e s  a n o t h e r  example o f  t h e  t r u t h  
t h a t  A SMALL NATION CAN DEFEAT A BIG 
NATION, when g u id e d  by M a r x i s m - L e n in -  
ism-Mao Tse-Tung Though t

One o f  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c ts  o f  
t h e  r e c e n t  v i c t o r i e s  has been t h e  s t r a 
t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  o f  I n d o c h in a  -  a p r ime  
base f o r  c o m p e t i t i o n  between b o th  s u p e r 
powers f o r  hegemony in A s ia  and t h e  I n 
d ia n  Ocean As a r e s u l t ,  S o v i e t  s o c i a l  
i m p e r i a l i s m  has c o l l u d e d  and contended  
w i t h  U S i m p e r i a l i s m  in A s i a ,  p a r t i c u 
l a r l y  in Cambodia and V ie tnam

Because o f  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  s e l f - r e 
l i a n c e  o f  t h e  Cambodian l i b e r a t i o n

f o r c e s ,  and t h e  p r i n c i p l e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  M a rx is m -L en in is m -M ao  Tse-Tung 
Thought  in t h e i r  own c o u n t r y ,  t h e  Cam

bod ian  p eo p le  ea rned  t h e  w ra th  o f  both  
g r e a t  su pe rpow ers  W h i le  t h e  U S d id  
a l l  t h a t  i t  c o u Id  mi I i t a r i  Iy t o  d e f e a t  
t h e  Cambodian l i b e r a t i o n  f o r c e s ,  c o l 
l u d i n g  w i t h  t h e  U S , t h e  S o v i e t  s o c 
i a l  i m p e r i a l i s t s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t r e a c h 
e ro us  campaign t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t r a i t o r 
ous Lon Nol reg ime and t h w a r t  t h e  RGNUC 
D u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  U S S R

- m a i n t a i n e d  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  Lon N o l ,

- a s s i s t e d  t h e  U S  in  k e ep in g  t h e  
RGNUC o u t o f  t h e  U N . ,

- o r d e r e d  t h e i r  la c k e y  p a r t i e s  in many 
c o u n t r i e s ,  such as t h e  CPUSA h e r e ,  
n o t  t o  s u p p o r t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  war  in Cambodia,  and t o  
l i e  and d i s t o r t  t h e  Cambodian 
s t r u g g l e  in t h e i r  p r e s s ,

- s u p p o r t e d  and pushed t h e  U S p la n s  
f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  Lon Nol 

W h i le  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  s o c 
i a l  i m p e r i a l i s t s '  t r e a c h e r y  w i t h  t h e



R e v o Iu t io  n
D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  V ie t n a m  i s  l e s s  
know n ,  i t  m u s t  be r e c o u n t e d  h e r e

In 1965, a f t e r  t h e  m a s s iv e  U S  mi I — 
i t a r y  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  K r u s h c h o v  -  r i g h t  
b e f o r e  h i s  f a l l  -  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  l i n e  
t h a t  t o  p r o v i d e  arms t o  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t 
namese w o u l d  i n j u r e  t h e  S o v i e t  p l a n  f o r  
d e t e n t e  I t  was o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  C h in e s e  
and o t h e r s  e x p o s e d  t h i s  l i n e  f o r  w h a t  i t  
was -  t o  o b j e c t i v e l y  s t a n d  w i t h  t h e  im
p e r i a l i s t s  -  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  w e re  f o r 
ced by t h e  S o v i e t  m asse s,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

mach i n e r y , 
t o  t h e  DRV 

la y e d  p a y -

op i n i o n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r I d ,  t o  s e l l  
t o  t h e  DRV

H ere  we s t r e s s  t h a t  t h i s  
e v e r y  w e apon ,  has been s o l d  
w i t h  i n t e r e s t  c h a r g e d  on de 
ment

Now t h a t  v i c t o r y  has been a c h i e v e d  
in  I n d o c h i n a ,  we no d o u b t  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  
l e a r n  more o f  t h e  a c t u a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  
S o v i e t  U n io n  in  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s  
Though t h e  c o m p l e t e  s t o r y  i s  n o t  known,  
we know enough  t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  
USSR, whethen An In d o c h in a , AtfnAca on 
Eaten ^menx.ca. ~ and cleanJhj An the Ad
d le  FaAt, haA no Antentcon o \ Auppont- 
'tng n a t io n a l JU.beAa.CLon AtnuggleA be
cam e th a t  aa the pnAncip led thane to  
do - ba t o n ly  ahao{an oa tluA  Aupaont' 
Ae*veA th e  aocaoI  AmpenaoJUAt anteneAtA

pehA.alAt m a t  cjonb
IMPERIALISM IS CAPITALISM IN THAT 
STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT IN WHICH THE 
DOMINANCE OF MONOPOLIES AND FINANCE 
CAPITAL HAS ESTABLISHED ITSELF,  IN 
WHICH THE EXPORT OF CAPITAL HAS AC
QUIRED PRONOUNCED IMPORTANCE, IN 
WHICH THE D IV IS IO N  OF THE WORLD A-  
MONG THE INTERNATIONAL TRUSTS HAS 
BEGUN, IN WHICH THE D IV IS IO N  OF ALL 
TERRITORIES OF THE OLOBF AMONG THE 

BIGGEST CAPITALIST POWERS HAS BEEN 
COMPLETED

T h i s  i s  t h e  age o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  t h a t  
L e n in  e x p l a i n e d  i n  IMPERIALISM,  THE
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a re

o{ th e  new czoaa  The tl^SP, AAnce
th e  net, to  n a t io n  o{\ c a p A ta liA m , joanA  
th e  a S oa one o {  th e  w o n ld ’ A t<'o a u -  
penpou'ens , "an  A jm peniaJUAt countn.ii 
w h ic h  evenywhene A u b je c tA  o th e n  coun- 
txce A  t o  a Ca  agqAeAAAon, in te n {e n e n c e , 
c o n t r o l ,  AubveAAAon on. p i  unden. and 
Atnx.veA Aon. w o n ld  hegemony'

Even t h o u g h  t h e  t w o  s u p e r p o w e r s  c o n 
t i n u e  t o  c o n t e n d  w o r l d w i d e ,  even  t h o u g h  
t h e  t h r e a t  o f  w o r l d  w a r  i s  g r e a t ,  r e 
v o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  ma in  t r e n d  tn  t h e  w o r l d  
t o d a y

Today VIETNAM IS ONE' CAMBODIA IS 
ONE' VICTORY IS CERTAIN IN LAOS The 
p e o p l e s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s ,  

g u i d e d  by M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m - M a o  T s e -T u n q  
T h o u g h t ,  have  s e t  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
t a s k  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  
t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  as 
has  a l r e a d y  been a c h i e v e d  in  N o r t h  V i e t 
nam, C h in a  and A l b a n i a  We can now 
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a p e r i o d  in  w h ic h  a l l  o f  
I n d o c h i n a  w i l l  be r e b u i l t  t e n  t i m e s  more 
b e a u t i f u l ,  as Ho Chi Minh s a i d  o f  V i e t 
nam

F o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  now i m p e r i a l i s m  has 
t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  use I n d o c h i n a  
f o r  t h e i r  own g l o b a l  a m b i t i o n s ,  t o  e n 
c i r c l e  t h e  e m e r g i n g  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  
t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e s  o f  a l l  o f  S o u th  E a s t  A s i a ,  
and as a base  more r e c e n t l y  t o  c o n t e n d  
w i t h  S o v i e t  s o c i a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  f o r  h e g e 
mony in  A s i a  I m p e r i a l i s m  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e s  in  I n d o c h i n a  w o u ld  s e r v e  as 
a s t e r n  w a r n i n g  t o  p e o p l e  in  o t h e r  p a r t s  
o f  t h e  w o r l d .  W e l l ,  f r i e n d s  and com
r a d e s ,  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  has  come t o  be 
Toda y a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  lo o k  
t o  I n d o c h i n a  as t h e  e x a m p le  o f  how a 
s m a l l  n a t i o n  can d e f e a t  a b i g  n a t i o n

In  c l o s i n g  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  we 

w o u ld  t a k e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  and t r y  t o  
sum up some o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  l e s 
s o n s  t o  be drawn f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t  v i c t o 
r i e s  F o r  a t r u e  v i c t o r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  
m us t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  la y  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
even  g r e a t e r  s t r u g g l e s  ahead and s t i l l  
g r e a t e r  v i c t o r i e s

FI PST, In d o c h in a  la y A  bane {)on a l l  
t o  Aee th e  b a A A C  lap A o{ m o tio n  o {  s m 

arms HIGHEST STAGE OF CAPITALISM These 
t h e  b a s i c  laws o f  m o t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e  
t i n u e d  and p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s ,  f i r s t  
t h e  F re n c h  and t h e n  t h e  U S , t o  cap 
t u r e  I n d o c h i n a  f o r  i t s  ends o f  g l o b a  
d o m i n a t i o n

H o w e v e r ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  L e n in  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  n o t  on l y nat  i ona I i'sm 
m o n o p o l y  c a p i t a l i s m ,  i t  i s  p a r a s i t i c ,  o r  
d e c a y i n g  c a p i t a l i s m ,  and i t  i s  m o r i b u n d  
c a p i t a l i s m  The d e c a y i n g  a n d  p a r a s i t i c  
n a t u r e  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  t o d a y  more 
f u l  l y  e x p o s e d  t h a n  any o t h e r  t i m e  
E v e r y w h e r e ,  c o m r a d e s ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  e c o 
n o m i c a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y ,  i m p e r i a l i s m  
i s  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g ,  i t  i s  b e c o m in g  more 
i s o l a t e d ,  i s  b ec o m in g  more v u l n e r a b l e  

B u t  m o r i b u n d  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  n o t  dead 
c a p i t a l i s m  E v e r y w h e r e  p o s s i b l e ,  U S 
i m p e r i a l i s m  and S o v i e t  s o c i a l  i m p e r i a l 
i sm c o n t e n d  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  E v e r y w h e r e  
t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  s h a r p e n

As t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  s h a r p e n ,  e i t h e r  
w a r  w i l l  g i v e  way t o  r e v o l u t i o n ,  o r  
r e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  g i v e  way t o  w a r  Com
r a d e s ,  make no m i s t a k e  a b o u t  i t ,  w i t h  
e v e r y  p a s s i n g  day t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
w a r ,  o f  w o r l d  w a r ,  becomes e v e r y  b u t  
more  p o s s i b l e ,  as t h e  t w o  g r e a t  s u p e r 
p o w e rs  i n t e n s i f y  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  o v e r  
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  c rum bs The h i s t o r i c a l  

v i c t o r i e s  in  I n d o c h i n a  a r e  a g r e a t  
s t r i d e  f o r w a r d  f o r  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p r o l e 
t a r i a t ,  e v en  a t u r n i n q  p o i n t ,  b u t  t h e y  
a r e  n o t  t h e  f i n a l  s t r i d e s  -  by any 
means Be v ig i la n t ,  g e t pneoaned Aon 
wan Get pne^aned

As t h e  g r e a t  L e n in  f o r e s a w ,  t h e  r e v 
o l u t i o n a r y  s t o r m s  i n  t h e  E a s t  w i I I  have

a r e a t e r  d a n g e r  t h a n  in  t h e  p a s t  
H e r e ,  f r i e n d s  and c o m r a d e s ,  we a r e  

n o t  o n l y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  USSR, b u t  

a b o u t  t h o s e  w i t h i n  t h e  U S who deny t h e  
h i s t o r i c  r o l e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  

s t r u g g l e s  -  w h i c h  in  e s s e n c e  i s  t o  deny 
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  i t s e l f  Who 
d e n i e s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  n a t i o n s  t o  s e l f - d e 
t e r m i n a t i o n ,  up t o  and i n c l u d i n g  s e c e s 
s i o n 7 Here  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h o s e  
who deny t h e - r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  

in  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  who deny t h a t  t h e  
USSR i s  a s o c i a l  i m p e r i a l i s t  c o u n t r y  
He re  we a r e  t a l k i n g  o f  t h o s e  who deny 

c o n - f h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  w o r l d s ,  and t h a t  
by i t  i s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld  

w h i c h  i s  t o d a y  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
w o r l d  h i s t o r y

Comrades and f r i e n d s ,  i t  i s  o u r  d u t y ,  
i t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e r -  

t o  oppose  a l l  n a t i o n a l  o p 
p r e s s i o n ,  t o  t a k e  a f i r m  s t a n d  f o r  na 
t i o n a l  e q u a l i t y ,  u p h o l d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  na 
t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  and d e p e n d e n t  
c o u n t r i e s ,  and f u l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  n a t i o n 
a l  l i b e r a t i o n  movement a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l -  
i sm

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  rrow, we m us t  g i v e  c o n 
c r e t e  s u p p o r t  t o ,  and demand t h e  im m e d i 
a t e  r e c o g n i t i o n  b y ?t h e  U S g o v e r n m e n t  
o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  N o r t h  
V ie t n a m ,  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  
Sou th  V ie t n a m  and t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Repub
l i c  o f  Cambodia

jHLR V, and l a A i ,  we muAt dnaw one 
baAAC conc luA A on {nom th e  A tn u g a le  a - 
a a in A t h o th  AmpenAolAAm and oppontuvuAm  
In  t 'u A  A tn u g a le ,  I T  IS T H F  n f i l U I N F  
C O M M U N IST PAR TY OF A N F ' l  T Y P F , n U J V F V  
W  M A R X I S M - L F ' I I N I S ^ - M A O  T ^ E - T U N G  
THOUGHT H U TC H  IS T H F  0 P G A N I7 F R  OF A L L  
OUP V IC T O R IE S

W h e th e r  i t  be in  t h e  r i c e  p a d d i e s  o f  
I n d o c h i n a ,  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  L a t i n  
A m e r i c a ,  t h e  d e s e r t s  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e  
f a c t o r i e s  o f  D e t r o i t ,  w h e t h e r  we l i v e  
in  a c o l o n i a l l y  o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n  o r  in  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  -  h e r e  i n  t h e  
U S , w h e t h e r  we a r e  y o un g  o r  o l d ,  no 
m a t t e r  w h a t  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  t h e r e  i s  o n l y

r e p e r c u s s i o n s  on E u r o p e ,  and p r o v i d e  a 
g r e a t  im p e t u s  t o  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  
in  t h e  m o n o p o ly  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  
We have  y e t  t o  f e e l  many o f  t h e s e  r e 
p e r c u s s i o n s  The c u r r e n t  e c o n o m ic  c r i 
s i s  i s  j u s t  one a s p e c t  o f  an even 
g r e a t e r  c r i s i s  t o  come T h a t  t h e  days 
o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  a r e  n u m b e re d ,  t h e r e  can 
be no d o u b t ,  b u t  t h e  l a s t  days  a r e  most  
l i k e l y  t o  be t h e  m os t  f e r o c i o u s ,  t h e  

m o s t  t o r t u o u s ,  t h e  m o s t  dem and in g  The 
o l d  w o r l d  i s  b e i n g  t o r n  a s u m d e r ,  a new 
w o r l d  i s  b e i n g  b o r n  The p a i n s  o f  
b i r t h  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be s h a r p

GEOONT, we muAt neatazc  { in m ly  th a t ,  
oa Lenin poAnted o a t, "The p .q h t a- 
ga tnA t AmpenAolAAm aa a ham and. humbug 
anleAA A t a a  AnAepanably bound up WAth 
th e  { iq h t  agOAnAt oppontuniAm  "  I f  

a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  v i c t o r i e s  in  I n d o c h i n a  
a r e  v i c t o r i e s  b o t h  a g a i n s t  i m p e r i a l i s m  

and o p p o r t u n i s m  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  o p 
p o r t u n i s m  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  

who p re a c h  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  w o r d s ,  b u t  

p r a c t i c e  i m p e r i a l i s m  in  deeds As t h e  
c rum bs r e m a i n i n g  f r o m  i m p e r i a l i s m ' s  
s u p e r p r o f i t s  b e g i n  t o  d r y  up -  as t h e  
s u p e r p r o f i t s  d r y  up -  we m u s t  be v i g i 
l a n t ,  f o r  i m p e r i a  11sm w i I  I d o u b l e  i t s  

e f f o r t s  t o  d e c e i v e  and m i s l e a d  t h e  
w o r k e r s '  movement S o c i a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  
i s  t o d a y ,  and w i l l  be t o m o r r o w  an even

one o r g a n i z e r  f o r  v i c t o r y
one adva n ced  d e t a c h m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k 
i n g  c  I a s s ,
one o r g a n i z e d  d e t a c h m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k 
in g  c l a s s ,
one i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  
one g e n e r a l  s t a f f ,

w h ic h  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  u n i t y  o f  w i l l  and 
u n i t y  o f  a c t i o n , '  t h e  c o r r e c t  r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y  t h e o r y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  p ro g r a m ,  
t a c t i c s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  can lead  
t h e  e x p l o i t e d  and o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e  o f  
t h e  w o r l d  f o r w a r d ,  o u t  o f  t h e  d a r k n e s s  
and deca y  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  i n t o  t h e  

b r i g h t  re d  f u t u r e  o f  s o c i a l i s m ,  t h e  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  and 
communism T h i s  i s  t h e  C om m un is t  P a r t y  
o f  a New Type

T h i s  i s  t h e  l e s s o n  o f  V ie t n a m  and 
Cambodia  T h i s  i s  t h e  r o a d  t o  i n d e p e n 
dence  and f r e e d o m

HAIL THE VIETNAMESE WORKERS' PARTYl 
LONG LIVE THE SOLIVARITY BETWEEN THE 

PEOPLE OF THE U S ANV THE OPPRESSED 
PEOPLE OF THE WORLD'

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED NATIONS OF THE 
WORLD UNITE'

MLOC STRATEGY (C o n t from  p 19)

-  c o n s c i o u s l y  deepen com ra des  g r a s p  
o f  t h e  S t a t e ,

-Geve lop both l e g a l  and i l l e g a l  

w o r k ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  we have f a i l e d  
t o  aceq ua te ly  unders tand the  i m p o r 
t ance  o f  i l l e g a l  w o r k  i n  t he  p a s t ,

. -  c o n s c i o u s l y  p r e p a r e  o u r  c a d r e  f o r  
a w a r  t i m e  b a s i s ,  c a d re  t h a t  a re  
c a p a b le  and c o n f i d e n t  o f  w o rk in g  f o r  
th e  r e v o l u t i o n  even i n  c o n d i t io n s  o f

th e  most fe r o c io u s  r e a c t i o n ,
-  d e v e l o p  an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  
w h i c h  i s  as dense  and as c l o s e l y  
woven t o g e t h e r  as p o s s i b l e ,
-  e n c o u r a g e  and d e v e l o p  c o m m u n is t  
c r i t i c i s m  ana s e ' f - c r i t i c i s r n ,  com
b a t i n g  b o a s t i n g ,  s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  
and t h e  a r r o g a n c e  t h a t  r e e k s  o f  a 
s u p e r p o w e r  m e n t a l i T y ,
-  D u i l d  an o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and a com
m u n i s t  p a r t y ,  w h i c h  i s  an o r g a n i z a 

t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s ,  a l l  who c o m b in e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  sweep w i t h  p r a c t . c a i -  
ness

3. TASKS WITHIN THE COMMUNIST MOVE
MENT UNITING MARXIST-LENINISTS

As t h e  c r i s i s  and deca y  o f  m o n op o ly  
c a p i t a l i s m  c e e p e n s ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
w 1 I I i n f e n s i f y  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  s p l i t  
and d i v i d e  rhe c o m m u n is t  movement  
t h r o u g h  b o t h  u n d e rh a n d e d  s u b v e r s i o n  and 

MLOC STRATEGY (C o n t p 2 4 )
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VICTORY IS CERTAIN!
The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and p r o g r e s s i v e  

peop le  o f  t h e  w o r l d  h a i I  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
independence v c t o r i e s  won i - ' c e n 1 l y  
in Guinea B i s s a u ,  Cape V e rde ,  Sao Tome, 
P r i n c i p e ,  Mozambiaue and Angola  These 
v i c t o r i e s  r e p r e s e n t  n o t  o n l y  g r e a t  
s f r i d e s  f o r  t h e  peop le  o f  A f r i c a  hut 
a l l  e x p l o i t e d  and opo ressed  p eo n le  o f  
t h e  w o r ld  They r e l l e c t  the in e v i t a b le  
t ru th  th a t  a smal1 nation can defeat a 
b ig ,  t h a t  armed struoole  i s  the onlv  
course toward emancipation,  and th a t  
i t  is  the masses, and the masses alone,  
who are t h e  malers of  h is torv

The s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  peop le  
i s  t o d a y  advanc ing  s tep  a f t e r  s t e ) in 
combat a g a i n s t  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  n e o - c o l o n -  
l a l i s m  and i m p e r i a l i s m  The independ 
e n t  s ta g e s  o f  A f r i c a  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
courageous n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g 
g l e s  b e m q  waged in Zimbabwe, M am ib 'a ,  
A z a n ia ,  “ r i t h r e a  and o+h e r  p l a c e s ,  a re  
d e a l i n g  te a d y  b lows bo th  t o  U S irn- 
o e r i a l i s n  and S o v i e t  s o c i a l  i m p e r i a l 
ism in t h e i r  doomed e f f o r t 5 t o  seek 
hegemony on t h e  A f r i c a n  c c r t i n e r t  
The S m i t h - V o r s t e r  p o l i t i c s  o c " d i a l o 
gue and d e t e n t e "  in s o u t h e r r  A f r i c a  is  
b e in g  exposed a+ e v e r y  t u r n

The n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  
in t h e  f o r m e r  P o r tu g ue s e  c o ' o n i e s  come 
=>fter  f i v e  hundred y e a r s  c f  t h e  most 
b r u f a 1, savage o o o r e s s i o n  and e x p ' o i t a -  
t i o n  D u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  over f i f t y  
m i l l io n  s la v e s  were f o r c i b l y  taken  
f rom  A f r i c a ,  and t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  r i c h  
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  have been p i l l a g e d  
These hund reds  c f  y e a r s  o f  o p p r e s s io n  
have been met w ' t h  a h i s . to rv  o f  g l o r i 
ous r e s i s t a n c e  -  a h i s t o r y  t h a t  we 
know l i t t l e  a b o u t  t o d a y ,  because i t  
has n o t  been +o ! d  by Jt i e  e x p ' o i + e r s  

S in c e  t h e  second ' i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r ,  
t h i s  h i s t o r y  has become c l e a r e r  and 
c l e a r e r  t o  us ,  as t h e  map o f  A f r i c a  
has changed c r a m a + ' c a l l y  P r io r  to 
Morld War 2,  there  were only four  i n 
dependent nations in A f r ic a  (L ib ya ,  
L ib e r ia ,  Fqvpt and E t h io p ia ) ,  now 

there are over 40,  which cover 80% 
of  the Afr ican continent and include  
90% of A f r ic a 's  350 m i l l i o n  people 
Tne c h a u v i n i s t  m / t h o l o g /  t h a t  At * ca

is  a " d a r k  c e n t  m e n d "  has been smash

ed A f r i c a  today  is  a b r i g h t  exam p le s  
t o  t h e  p e o p le  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  v o ~ ld  t h a t  
r e l e n t l e s s  armed s l r u g g i e  i c t h e  o n l y  
road f o r w a r d

A f r i c a  r e f l e c t s  J he s h a r p e n in g  o f  
a l l  t h e  contradi c t i o r "  in t h e  w o r l d ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  between t h e  o p p r e s s 
ed n a t i o n s  and U S i m p e r i a l i s m  and 
S o v i e t  soc i a I im p e r ia l i s m . ,  and be
tween t h e  tw o  supe rpow ers  and th e  
s e c o n d a n  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  Such 
as P o r t u g a l ,  r e s u l t  ng in t h e  crumb
l i n g  o f  t h e  f a s c i s t  Cae tano  reg ime 
and th e  r e s u l t i n g  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  in 
P o r t u g a l ,  f o r c i n c  P o r t u g a l  t o  neco -

8EF0RE PATRICE LUMUMBA WAS MURVEREV BY 
THE AGENTS OF IM PERIALISM  IN  JANUARY, 
I 9 6 0 ,  HE WROTE TO H IS  WIFE

"NEITHER BRUTALITY, NOR CRUELTY 
NOR TORTURE W ILL EVER BRING ME 
TO ASK FOR MERCY, FOR I  PREFER 
10 V IE  WITH MY HEAV UNBOWEV, MY 
FAITH UNSHAKEABLE ANV WITH PR0L  
FOUNV TRUST IN  THE VESTINY OF 
MV COUNTRY, RATHER THAN LIVE  
UNVER SUBJECTION ANV VISREGARV- 
ING SACREV PRINC IPLES. HISTORY 
W ILL ONE VAY HAVE IT S  SAY, BUT 
I T  W ILL NOT BE THE HISTORY WHICH 
W ILL BE. TAUGHT IN  BRUSSELS, BUT 
THE HISTORY WHICH W ILL BE TAUGHT 
IN  THE COUNTRIES FREEV FROM IM 
PERIALISM  ANV IT S  PUPPETS AFRICA 
W ILL WRITE HER OWN HISTORY, ANV 
TO THE NORTH ANV THE SOUTH OF THE 
SAHARA I T  W ILL BE A GLORIOUS AND 
D IG N IF IE D  HISTORY PATRICE "

t i a t e  w i t h d r a w a l s  f rom  t h e  c o l o n i e s
S in ce  Wo'-ld War 2,  A f r i c a  has been 

moving to w a r d  u n i t y  W i th  t h e  f o u n d 
ing  o f  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  
U r i t y  on May 25,  l % 3 ,  one o f  i t s  
f i r s t  a c t s  was t o  adop t  May 2 5 th  as 
A f r i c a n  L i b e r a t i o n  Day Th is  d a te  
has Decome an t n f e r n a f I o n a I  day o f  
s o l i d a r i t y  w i * h  t n e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  p e o p le  This 
act o f  s o l i d a r i t y  has begun to take 
roocs here in  the United S ta te s ,  but  
i t  remains the task f o r  M arx is t-Lernn-  
i s ts  to provide c le a r  and decis ive  
leadersh ip  to r a l l y  the e n t i r e  m u l t i 
nat ional  workinq class in the j u s t  
cause o f  s o l i d a r i t y  with  the Afr ican  
people T n i s  s o l i d a r i t y  c a n n o t  be 
b u i l t  on m o r a l i t y  c r  na r row  B la c k  
n a t i o n a l  ism,  c u t  must  ee b u i l t  on 
p r o le t a r ia n  in te rn a t io n a l is m  I t  
must d e s t r o y  a i l  v e s i i g e s  o f  w h i t e  
c h a u v in i s m  w i t h i n  o u r  ranko  I t must 
iena i t s  c o n c r e t e  s u p p o r t  t o  t n e  
n a h o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  s t i l l  
r a g i n g ,  anc t o  The in de p en d en t  s t a t e s  
o f  A r n i c a ' s  c ig l iT  a g a i n s t  n e o - c o l o n -  
i a I i srr ana a g a i n s t  a l l  a t t e m p t s  a t  
supe rpow er  in e r f e r e n c e  And, i t  must 
c o r r e c t l y  r e l a t e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a 
t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  in  A f r i c a  t o  t h e  s t r u g 
g l e  o f  th e  A f r o - A i r e 1" 1 can p e o p le  in t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  The r i g h t  o f  s e l f 
d e te rm  i n a h  o r  up t c  and i n c l u d i n g  
s e c e s s io n

The g l o r i o u s  v i c t o r i e s  in  A f r i c a  
r e c e n t l y  become a s i g n a l  t o  a l l  Marx -  
i s t - L e n i n i s 1 s  t o  i n t e n s i f y  our co n 

c r e t e  s u p p o r t  t o  A f r i c a n  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e s  and t o  smash, a I l o p p e r t u n  i s f 
l i n e s  w i t h i n  t h e  Amer ican  w o rk .n g  
c l a s s  ana communis t  movements r e g a r d 
ing  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  
p e o p l e .

LONG LIVE THE INDEPENDENT STATES OF 
CAPE VERDE, GUINEA BISSAU, MOZAMBIQUE 
AND ANGOLA'

LONG LIVE THE MILITANT SOLIDARITY BE
TWEEN THE AFRICAN AND AMERICAN PEOFLE'

VICTORY IN AFRICA IS CERTAIN'

MLOC STRATEGY (Cont from p 23)

open suppression For these and other  
reasons, comrades must place the  
struggle  fo r  the party on a much more 
conscious, more de~ermi'_ed level  than
i t  has been

A Develop and perservere in a Bol
shevik po l icy  f o r  bu i ld in g  un i ty  
among M a r x is t - L e m m s t s  C a re fu l ly
d is t ing u ish  and recognize the two 
d i f f e r e n t  kinds of c o n trad ic t io n s ,  
recognizing the p r i n c i p l e d  basts fo r  
unity  on many questions ,  and t h a t  the  
mater ial  basis fo r  un i ty  is g rea te r  
tnai  for d is u n iT y  Unity must be 
concre+e and m a t e r ia l ,  not abs trac t  
or or Iy th e o r e t ic a l  Unity must be 
b u i l t  from the standpoint  of honesty,  
s e I f - c r i t i c i s m  and comradely c r i t i -  
ci  sm
B Promote jo in t  actions among 
M a rx is t -L e n in is ts  in regard to  
p a r t i c u la r  s t rugg les ,  propaganda 
work, +heoret ica l  work, a g i t a t i o n ,  
etc
C Move toward a reg u la r ,  even 
weekly or dai ly,  Communist press.
D Greatly  extend the propaganda 
work on the th e o r e t ic a l  f ro n t

4 .  TASKS W ITHIN THE WORKERS' MOVEMENT 
WINNING THE VANGUARD TO THE S ID E  OF 
COMMUNISM.

Our werk amongst the masses, con
cen tra t in g  where possible in heavy 
industry ,  must r e f l e c t  the centra l  task  
a t  t h is  t ime In t h is  sense, our work 
to  win rhe vanguard to  the side of  
communism is protrac ted  At the same 
t im e ,  however, work amongst the  
masses must r e f l e c t  the primary focus 
of the work of party  bu i ld in g  a t  t h is  
t im e ,  which is the +heore t ica l  form of 
class s~ruggle

A Raising in the course of day to  
day struggles against c a p i t a l ,  a l l  
the problems of t rade union work to  
t h e i r  proper ideological  arid tneore -  
t i c a l  level  fhis means t h a t  in fine 
d a i ly  work, special  a t te n t io n  must be 
paid t o  meet the fu tu re  demands of the 
movement, while  a t  the same time 
winning the immediate demands with  
communist leadership 
B. P a t i e n t l y  and sys tem at ica l ly  
uniting s c ie n t if ic  socialism with 
advanced workers The use of  the  
term "uniting" implies our view of  
the advanced worker This worker has 
a sense of t h e i r  class in t e r e s t ,  and 
the unitv  of t h i s  in te re s t  with the

" "BEFORE WE CAN U N IT E , ANV IN  ORDER THAT M L O C >

WE MAY U N IT E , WE MUST F IR S T  OF ALL DRAW Box 26457
FIR M  ANV D E F IN IT E  L IN E S  OF DEMARCATION" SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 94126

^ (Lenin, CW, vo l. 4, p 354). USA y

struggle  nf oppressed n a t i o n a l i t i e s  
and m in o r i t ie s  They are ac t iv e  in 
f ig h t in g  f o r  the in te re s ts  of  t h e i r  
c lass ,  and already r e a l i z e  the need 
fo r  fundamental change, though they 
may not c a l l  i t  revo lu t io nary  change 
"rhey are searching fo r  a sc ien+ >fic  
unaerstanding of t h e i r  e x p lo i t a t io n  
and oppression,  a^d ro r  a c le a r  
answer as to  +ho so lu t io n  In other  
words, they are open ~o communism, 
and do not nave anti -communist  
opinions That is why i t  is a quest
ion of uni+ing s c i e n t i f i c  soc ial ism  
with such workers,  i t  needs t o  be 
brought t o  them, they do not need to  
be convinced, f o r  the most p a r t .
C. Mainta in ing close contact and 
struggle  with the e n t i r e  working 
c lass ,  Intermediate  and backward 
workers,  though necessar i ly  we focus 
a t te n t io n  on the advanced worker.
D Building factory nuclei as the ba
sic form of organization within the 
working class, and the basic link be
tween the party and the masses 

Facrory nuclei  are the ground fo r  
a l l  o rgan iza t iona l  work of  the MLOC. 
(See Comintern Resolution on Factory 
N u c le i , p I I )
E Development of  propaganda and the  
communist press,  with focus on p o l i 
t i c a l  exposures
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