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0 R GAN OF THE RED WOMEN'S DETACHMENT 

. OPEN LETTER TO 
WELFAJ<E WOMEN 

The Red Women's Detachment is a women's liberation group but it's 
very different from the other groups in several ways. 

We are not a petty-bourgeois women's group consisting of soclal­
workers, tAachers, professionals, etc. We have proletarian working 
women and welfare women working together, quite well too. 

We want women to be liberated but we realize the only way it will 
be achieved will be by having a revolution bringing in socialism and 
Communism. It will never be done by begging the imperialist govern­
ment to repeal the work laws concerning women or the abortion laws 
or beg51ng for an increase in our checks. 

We totally support our welfare comrades in their struggle but we 
have many objections to the way it's been handled. For many years, 
we have been fooled and tricked but the phoney Welfare Rights groups 
completely controlled by the Communist Party r evisionist clique such 
as the NWRO. Even though they have helped informing us of our 
~rights, •• they never tell us who our r eal enemy 1 s, the U. s. Imper-
1~11 st gov.erriment. Th ey never t ell us that we Will never get what 
w.~ ·n GW:t '. 9i &§Rt by armeq revol,4t:ton fol lowed by soo;a !~B.!A• ~ey Just 
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want us to be involved in the welfare struggle, never concerning 
ourselves with any other struggles, especially uniting with other 
proletarian working sisters .. 

We are not a sopar~tist ~roup hating men. We realize that 
workingclass men are not our enemies; instead, armed workingwomen 
and armed workingmen are uniting to fight for Communism. 

Finally, we are against the genocide program being pushed on poor 
women, black, white and brown. By genocide we mean birth control 
and abortion being shoved do'IAm our throats by everyone around us • 
. Middle-class women and women; s 11 beration groups can afford to 
m!'lke a big joke out of these issu.es but wom en on welfare and 
workingwomen with small incomes can 9 t. Welfa re women are forced 
to use birth control because of the welfare system~ . - , 
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,' 'aught- ii ving '' wi h a man we are ' thrown o:r'f for ·having -~exual 
r elations and providing fathers for our children. How could a 
woman separated from her husbrmd with other children explain her 
pregnancy to her worker without going through millions of ch11.nges 
'lnd even possibly being thrown off welfn.re7 The prenatal and 
post-natA.l care for A.11 poor women ·1s disgusting despite the ''won• 
derful 19 Medic :1.id Bi 11. There have been cases where welfare 
women in labor hA-ve been told that they could avoid all this 
using birth control or by being sterilized! Working women going 
to clinics pregnant or even going to tJ.r;.., type or· gynecological 
help are encouraged by qua.ck doctors to use birth control. More 
money is spent for population control than gynecology. Birth 
control must be completely up to women to decide to use when they 
want is no one else to force it on us. 

The Red Women's Detachment W,'1.rlts nurseries for our children, 
but we want them for poll tical reasons, not for the sole purpose 
to force us to go to work. We would want to teach our children 
political education, physicrtl education and self-defense to make 
our children revolutionary fighters. The best and only kind of 
future we want for our children is to bring them up in a socV1l­
i st system where they are truly liberated. It is our respons­
ibility to make that happen. 

For too long working women and welfare women have been used 
against each other. Now we must unite with our proletarian sis­
ters in Study Groups and Women's Armed Defense Groups. 

In our study groups we study Marxism-Leninism-Mao TseTung 
Thought and apply it to every thing we do. 

We are following the example of our brave sister-comrades in 
China and Albania who fought long and hard for socialism which 
brought about their liberA.tion. The revolutionary marriage laws 
were won by the women also fighting for a socialist government, 
which is the only way they were and can be brought in. 

We are very interested in meeting with other welfare mothers 
and groups. Continuing articles will be in the RED STAR. We 
urge welfare mothers to submit their own articles and criticism.· 
Any questions or letters may be sent to: 

RED WOMEN'S DETACHMENT: 700 East 9th Street, N.Y.C. 10009 
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CO RR-·ES PON L~)E 1VC~E 
(During _F~bru~ry a. nation-wide malling of leaflets and letters 

1nmt out to thirty Women vs Lib0rt:1.t:ton groups;lpublications! Early 
March, the, first issue of R.SD STAR was s ont to these sa.rne .~hd a 
good nurtlbe:t . . more groups and. lefomen 's Libera tion Movement publicat.;.. 
ions. . Th'e Red Women Vs DetA.chmont thanks the following for res­
ponding, wi ~h an oxch'm ge nf "!later1als t FE'Ji~E LIBERATION-, 371 
Somerville Avenue, Somerville , Mass.; BREAD AND ROSES, Box 116, 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138; RADICAL WOMBlJ, 2940 ..:. J6th So., Seattle, 
Washington; and Joreen in Chicago.) 

!i 

This letter was received from the WOMEN'S CAUCUS : NEW UNIVERSITY 
CONFERENCE, 622 West Di versey Parkway, .Ro.om 40 JA, Chi oago, Ill":' 
lno1s 60614. With it, otir re~ly: : 

Dear Sisters, 

NUc/ch1cago, Ill. 
March 2, 1970 

'rhanks for your leaflet. We share with you a concern that the 
women's movement not take 11. bourgeoi.s, revisionist turn as is al.­
ways~ dangcro We agree that women must see their interests both 
as women and as human beings in defo,\tlrig, imperialism. Howevert 
or rather as A. result, we see the necessity of working with women, 
organlz1ng them both A.round women's 11 beration and other anti- · 
imperialist issues Ftnd at all timos making the necessA.ry links 
through educ i1tion and progr8.m, between their own oppression~ their 
own struggles and the need to build a revolutionary movement for 
socialism.. · 

We also do not think that women can abandon the struggle for 
equality a.nd an end to mal:e chauvinism until after the revolution 
since we see that socir:tl1sm 1s ~ necessarr but not sufficient 
prereq~1s1te for women's 11berrtt1ono 

Women are in motion, aware of oppression, it is our task to 
.make them see that the root of it is the e n.pi tali st system. This 
c~nnot be done/ unless their dem··mds are seen as leg1 timate and we 
are willing to devote our encrg.1es . to working with them to . build 
a movement of revolutionary women. And if we do it now we wil·l ~ 
mRke real eq,ual1 ty between .the sexes all the more possl ble after 
the revol1,1t!on. 

Tos NUC/Wom,en 1 s CA:ucus 
(L. G, ) 

For Bre~d and Roses, 
L .• G. 

R.W .. D./N.Y.C. 
March· 10, 1970 

We are sendin~ you 1 ssue nuP.1ber one of RED STAR, our col lectlve .· 
~tg~niiet. We wi11 publish Yatir !attar~ t6 us March 2 in t~e- pages 
of RED ST.AR #'2. A.long with this reply. . t,/e welcome . further cor­
l'.' e spondn.1:1oe and disouss1on, poll ticA-1 cr1t1cisbi rtnd d e bR.te to be 
condu<;ited opertly 1rt the pages of RE!:O STilHe '!he view~ of all 
fem i nist ~nd women vs 11 ber,qtion groups ormt:H buted in mutual 



struggle ... cri ticism will be fully printed. It should be of e spec­
ial importance to hear the voice of the rank-and-file membershtp 
of the women's . liberation movement, unions, and welfare rights 
orgM1zat1ons. 

The revolutionary workingwomen's struggle against bourgeois prop­
erty relations A.nd 1deo logy is insepar ably linked with the pro­
letarian revolution. Unless the women's movement in the so~c a lled 
''U. s .. A." tRkes ·.tho road of communist r evolution led by the pro­
letariat, it will be blocked by narrow feminism. Women's Liber­
ation must answer this question: Liber a tion for which Class of 
Women~? Liberation for Workingwomen and those of oppressej nations 
and nationA.l min0ri ties or Libera tion for bourgeois Fig-Ladtes?'I ­
The Red Women's Detachment, under the leadership of the Marxist­
Leninist Party, calls workingwomen to arms right now agidnst U. s. 
Imperialism, to arm right now with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung 
Thought, and to struggle for political powe~~ The workingwnmen's 
movAment ha s nothing in common with 1'oppteS'B1on ·' of bourgeois­
coquettes. We rea lize that the ema ncipation of women is acheived 
by violent proletarian revolution. 

Please send us further information concerning the Women's Caucus 
and an exchange of your litera ture. 

LONG LIVE THE INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY OF REVOLUTIONARY WO MEN:: 

for the RED WOMEN 9 S DET,tCHMENT 

(The following letter was sent to Judith Biggin and Leslie Gross 
c/o Philadeplphia Free Press, P.O. Box 1986, Phila. Pa 19105) 

To : J. Bi gg1n/L. G:ro-ss: 

R.W.D./N.Y.C. 
March JO, 1970 

The Red Women's Detachment will be re-printing in the second issue 
of its organ RED STAR two articles which appeared. in the Phila­
delphia Free Press (Vol. 3 No~ 8 March 2, 1970) on the occasion 
of International (Working )Women 9 s DFty. Your newspaper is a good 
publication with open enthusiasm for the revolution combining 
a rmed struggle w1 th poll ticA.l struggle under the len.dershi p of 
the proletariat. Your pa per _shows strong support of the People•s 
Republic of China and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, 
the grea t revolutionary anti-revisionist struggle of world-wide 
significance which proved Mao Tsetung Thought the hi ghest devel­
opment of Marxism-Leninism. China's Chairman is our Chairman: 

We have been circulating the articles ''Power to Proletarian Women•• 
rmd "The Rise and Fall of Feminism in Ametlca. 11 within our study 
groups and will now reprint it for wider distribution through RED 
ST1Ui. These 11.rtioles contribute to the revolutionary working• 
women~ s movement, and should pr()mpt di scuss1 on and study among st 
all sincere Women's Li-berrition groups and circles of the primary 
point both ra1aei th~ 1nd1spensible leadership of proletarian 
wom en without which Women's Liberntion is doomed to bourgeois­
feminist reformism. This . clear clRss ana lysis must be carried 
further. Without the Party of the :ProletA.riat and its Red Army, 
the workingclass cannot establish proletarian dictatorship and 
cons(>l ida te socialism. The Red Women's Detachment is the ma ss 



organl.za-tion of wo-.i--k-ingwomen under the leqd.ership of· the M.J~RXIST­
LENINIST ·p!(ijTY. 

Interna tional· (Worktng )Wo men 9 s DA.y, a s you correctly s a y, orig in­
a t ed in vir:,le:o.t a r med cla ss struggl e . · Mount e<i po lice n. tta cked 
striking . n eedle-t:i;-11:d.e s workingwomen in Tor.rokins Sqw1.re pqrk, N.Y. 
C. who fought· bi ck .m..t .h foot-long n eedle·s. 'This was Ma rch 8, 
1908. This is an example revolutiona ry women must follow tod:1.y. 
The trotskyites a nd r evisi on1stspoint the wom en°s liber a tion 
moveoent b (ickwa rds by dra wing upon Suffragette .. ,61 vil ri ghting and 
pacifism as their heritag e .. . Beca use the l a st thing U.S. Imper­
ialism and 1t 9 s aCC O-m.p l1C8S Wl:l.nt to s ee iS Work1ngw0men a rmed and 
organized for poli tioa1 power, bring ing tho. war baok home in the 
Am eric a n n a tl.on.. The i.a st thing u. s. I moer1 ,:l l1,sm wa nts . to see 
is cla ss-sisters f.1,rmly nnd wholly united in a r med proleta rian 
solida rity with t .ne.i r clrtss-sisters in Asia, Afri.oa. , Latin Amer.:. 
lea a nd those of t m,e n a ti ons opprnssed, within the bounda ries of 
the so-c·n.lled 1•v ... s.A .. ~1--Fuerto Rico, the Black Belt, the Chic A.no 
n a tion in . the southwest, .. · Inng Live the Ihternati0na 'l, Solida:ri ty' 
of Pr0leta rilln Wo I!I ~..n;!: . While s elf-d efens e is bn sic And helps de:.. 
velope _physica l str-i,n:gth RI?,d s e lf-re li ,qnc e , we kno i:q tha t 1 t is 
necessary to r .<1i s,B str ug g l e to th e l e v e l of ARMED DEFENSE nnd 
c a rry armed st.ruggl e · ri.gh t thro ug h to tho end. l?OLITIC,Ui POWER 
GROWS .OUT OF THE & iliHEL OF Ji GUN we ha v e l earned from Cha irman 
Ma o. The Red Women°$ Deta chment hRs p tin ted WOMEN° S iillivIED DEFENSE 
GROUFS post e rs~ · . . . 

We ha v e s ent you the fir s t issue of REP STAR.. . It is our policy 
to print ·a ll corr'e spi:,,nd ence a nd we we lcom.e criticism~ .' 

Pl en.~e continue to send . ~s the Phi l a d :elphi~ Free Press .. .. 
. . · , • 

LONG LIV:s; THE. INTEfiN,J'l?IONAL SOLID,UUTY 01? i)ROLETlIBI ,AN WOME1¥'.t.! 

for the RED WOf1EN. 9 S DET.:~CHMENT 

UR\JGU.\YAN REVOLUTION:llEES FREED ---.....-----· --··- ·--- --·-· --.----. 
?.OLI TIC,iL woi~1EN ~RI SONERS - ' ·-·~------ ' 

Mont evid eo 2 (Fli11 Uruguay 0s repressl v e forc e has 
been !!lobi liz ed ln St~rirch nf th e Tu.uamarbs who yest er­
d t=1.y -- to ina rk In t ernAtion<:1.l 1,fom en ts .D.ay r ~1 soued 14 
women poll tic ql , ·prisoners in Mont 0.vld00~: th o c a p.1 t a.l .. 
The Urug u_ay .A.l'l r ovolution R.ries 11.r r.rnd wl th pistols., fr eed 
the women uri s,mers, who wer e in th e Mdnt evid eo wr;men Vs 
pri_sqn .. ·· Both .. the wn rrnn R.nd. their msc u..ois e sc a p ed tn 5 
v ehicl e s ·, incll.l.dthg A. f r.ilse polic e DA.t;rn.1 CA.:r0 ; News · 
A.g<=mci e s · ur:i,d. or sc0rP.d thq t th e :=m ec t a cu.lA.r resc0 ue , stag ed 
yest e rd rtY by . the N::t t1on<1l Li.b nrR.tion M_r)V8ment of Uru­
gua f -- Tupruri~ra s .:.- ha s no p a r A. l ol in t he hi stnry · 0f 
th9.t South ;unertq ·m country. . . . .. 

r ep0rte.d in .~RENS.\ LATINA No. 426 'I'hu,rs., MR.rch 12-, 
1970 
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F.dILADJ.!LFHLil FREE l?RESS by 
(Vnl. 3 Nn. 8 MRrch 2, 1970) Leslie Gross 

? 0 W E R T O ? R O L E T Jl i1. I A N W O iYl E N 

--- ·--·- -----
Women need not s 2'1rch ha rd to find that oro letari a n wom en have 
1 e~1d nany i m-oo rt ·,nt fi ,ghts. W0 men h8.VA gone into the streAt s . 
Women have b nen bPa ten by the cops. Women have b een put in to 
j a ilo Wo men° s oppro s s inn and exploi t :-.i. tion h;rn been exposed be­
fore. 

On March 8, 1908, thous ,mds of women took to the street s . They 
l oft their jobs in the gar ment n.nd t extile swea t shops to d.cmA.nd 
better working conditions. They war o -orotesting t heir 15 to 16 
hour workd :-'l.y ~rnd the Vrnk of s r.=t f r1 ty equ.ioment. The fir ri hazards , 
ex,.:i.c e rba t nd by th e b ,1dly VP.n ti l '1. t c;d. SV1H) <:1. t Phops, crea t Rd serious 
h Pqlth hqzqr dP for thns e wonnn a n d children, who were forc ed be­
c ause 0f Aconnmic co nditinns, to l eqv e their homes. Th e wo men 
d. 12.m.n.nded a 10 hou.r work day n.nd Equ a l Ri [E ht s for Arnerican wr) rJen. 
While the y r amnin od in th e poore r districts of New York City there 
was no viol ence. As sonn ~~ t hese sist ers marche d into the 
we,1 l th er s ections, they WP.re at tq,cked ,md di sp e r sAd. by the cops. 
W0rkinG clq ss wo~nn, so me 0f the most ODpress ed i n our soci e ty, 
then .':\.nd now , we r e b eqtfm ~rnd j q.i lod. Th os(; s is t nrs fought bt1ck 
n.nd con t i nued pro t c~ sting i n j '.1.i l throug h A. hun ger s tri lH: ~ 

Inb1rn 'l.ti on'l. l Wnncm• s D~.y wr-:1.s c ,·1. ll ed by by Cl a r ~ Zotkin a t a con­
f (:i renc e of ,Soci r-1.li st Woo en i n 1 910. This d -~y is i n memo ry of our 
slst ers in N.Y.C. who tnok mi litqn t ~cti0n ~nd went into the 
stree ts in 1908. 

These s is ters 0f prolet '1..ri rm origin, wer e interest e d. in more tha n 
feminism. They were inte r e sted in mo re th~n t he suffr~gette is~ 
sue. What thes e siste r s of N.Y.C. in 1908 want ed wqs soci a l jus­
tice. ·I'hoy conc nrned' theo. s e lve s with rill th '.3 so ci c1.l issue s of 
the d ~y. This included civil ri g hts, child r cn°s ri g hts, a s well 
as w0mc:m~s ri ~hts. Yet, the se v ery sx1e sisters ,,,rere sold out by 
th e middl e clA.ss wom::,n o f th e dq y. The middl e clqss women, who 
were so conc P. rn ed. v1it<1 nn l y the ri g ht t r, v0to, cn r::ip ronlsed 11.wa y 
the- rLshts 0f Bl'wks, a. s well n. s t he ri g hts of nur wnrking clas s 
sisters. History shnws thqt the eqrly suffragettes were worried 
that if they fou ;-;ht f 0 r abo liti,) n, t hen w0mnn "s ·'rights to vot e" 
issue wou.ld be lnst 0r f o r gnttan. Thus, when thing s got ti ght, 
the y a cc epted r:md. foug ht f0r t.he ri ght of white women to v0t e . 
The women whn nrefor ·.,. d to g ·1.in the "rir;ht tn vote ·' nnly for white 
wn men inst w1d nf tnt 01l suffrr1.ge ri ghts f or n.11 wooen >tnd r:ien, 
foll0wed their r u ling cl~ss qnd bnurgenis i ntereAts & T~is Ra tion 
divid ed white workin~ clr-tss women fr nri bl'lck women, thus di vid1ng 
the working class. 

Once 11.g'l in, w0men as liber·1tion h '1.s eCTer ged n. s A. oowerful force. 
The re a r e m.3.ny grnups .qcross t he cnuntry v.rhoso id eolog y runs fror:i 
b e coming equ a l within the C'1.Dit ~listic system to tea ring the cRp­
i t a li stic system d.0wn ~ Hi st0ry h ris shown u s tha t th e bour geois 
woman w~s the w0m'm who was conoted. P.Arli e$t in th e struggle, 
showing cler-tr ly h 8r own cla ss inte r est. It h A.s shown u.s thn. t our 
working c 1.,-1ss si st nr w:-i.. s the 1 e 'i.do r t hen r.md mu.st be the SA.me 
ag rdn. We should nn t nn ly c e l ebrqto Int erna tion '1. l Women~s D~y, 
but b egin to s ee tnese wo men as nur Americ<m hero e s. These sis-
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t e rs who in 1908 to nk ~111t~nt ~ction 9 who wanted more thnn t. q 

vot e ; should ,be an inspir~t:l.rm to further the g0als of tho rev ;l­
uti0n. 

On In torn :1. tional Wo:,1en 's D~.y, l~t us expand the dRY qlso as a r:iom­
orial to our Cuban, Vi e tnamese Rrtd Chinese sisters who fought, 
understanding the oow8r b ehind nrnletari<1n women leadership. Let 
us .b eGin out liberq tinn with a dedic ~tinn nnt tn sell nut our 
E, i stars to b0 urg e0i s intere sts. We should work tr) liber a te nur­
selvAs, our sistArs qnd brothers frn ~ the cqoita listic system. 
Only !-tfter this hR.s b nen d AstroS.,aa. cr-\n wnmen n.nd our third wnrld 
sisters ~nrl brnthArs b egin the firt Rl str~ggle towards 0ur liber­
ation. ttClqss ag~inst class nu~~ br· the guiding line in th e strug­
gle fnr human -11 b er a tinn in gener'--t 9.nd worrnn ° s li b er~1.tirm in 
particu1 .'.1.r. .Only th,?! r <c,volutiot'lriry victory ovP-r capi t n lism, l ed 
by tho 1;,10rking men A.nd wr,meh 'i.nct. su.rmorted by all s e c+;ions of the 
opp~~se ed , CRri r e l e~se w0m0n frnrn ~heir subj ect status qnd g ivA 
theci a bette r life in~ n~~ sdci e tj~d 

All ~dwer t0 the ?eoulo! ?0we:r to i'ro lctar1A.n Wo:J.en! 

1'l:H k\J.)EL.a!HIA FRI~E ~RES.§ . 
(V0l~ J No. · 8 M9.rch 2, 1970) 

THE RISE .:lliD l<,,u.L OF FEr11INISiV1 IN ,U"IERICA 

by 
Judy Bigg1n, 

•'EVERYONE WAS BR.el.Vi?' 

As tho wnr:1on°s libera tion mn v er:icmt gn.ins in tritirriontur.1 tod9.Y, it be .. 
come s increasingly necAssqry tn underst qnd the t onts nf thiS te~ 
bellions 0 p.r:tst history, s0 we ~r1·'lY nnt misread. evnnts a nd mid up 
r r)ncntin,s th fi s ane orr0rs of 0<1st gP.nr:ir :::.1. t ions of wnmcn. ''Sveryone 
Was Brave~ ·' is an r.tdmir<1blR a tt empt t0 fill this gap. It A.rises 
0ut nf the a uthors r ealizqtinn that despite a full c entury of 
f on inist a gitation, tho battle ri.ga inst th P. 0po r essi0n 0f vmmen is 
f .,1r frn m wnn. \t/nnen o f all cln.ssP.s a re still part of thG mn st 
e cnn0mica lly exnloi tad sector 0f society, .,md desr:,1 te g':tins in 
a cc oss tn education todr'l.y for •1.dv .qnt•'\r; ed. middle clqss women, for 
exar:1ple, there n r e l Ass wnmen ongqged in nrofessional n.ct.ivit.ies · 
th9.n a.round the turn 0f the century. What hrrnp ened is a c0mplex 
t·1le which c a n merely be highli g hted in this review. 

This first cnncrRte pnint the a uthnr advances exposes f.ln i mnnrtrmt 
myth th?1.t we h'1.V P, '1lm0st r'l. l l accepted uncri tic r:1.lly--thi:i t a fter 
thous ,mds 0f y enrs of npDressinn smd. sln.very, wnoen in the et'l.rly 
19th c entury finn.lly r0se up tn throw 0ff their nporessors. But 
why at this u~rticul 3r time h ~d the y0ke nf opo ressi on becnme s o 
gr eat a s t o cr0. ,·:1.te such ::ln upsurge? The n.nswers tr::uU tinn•1lly 
r anged from econ0mic to idGnlo~ica l nnes, frnrn the industri a l r ev­
olllti()n which f o rc ed. wnmen to crA,q te n ew life styles, to ' 'I. sudden 
r:twqr eness o f the Li b ert ,.r1 ,i,n i dwtls fn st e r ecl by the French and il.rn­
e ri c 01n r evollltions. The '1nSWP..r a d v ,mced by the a uthor is th,1t this 
sudd0n ris e in consciousness w~s ~ r esp0nse tn ~ ti Ght enin~ up o f 
thA structure o f the f 'U11i lY from rm extended lnos e ly knit cong lorn­
e r r1t.o to the rrne knrnm tod r;i.y 01.s the nucl e ,q,r f run ily. This cl e ::rn 
cut d e finit:.i0n nf f amily t.h fm l c1d t.n incrncised do rrnstic n.nd child­
r eqr1ng r espnnsi bi li ty for the wnmen. The opr:iressi v o chmest.ici ty 
burden wa s, of cours r,i , m0 r f~ unbe.nrhble for the workinG wonan who 
was forced intn a l abQ r mA.rket at t.he lowe st level. 

(cnntinuA---



Thes e i ncre:"l s ed r e s onnsi b i li t i e s wer e cnm·o en s ated for in t.he Vic­
t orian i cle0 log y by e nve l0pi ng th em in a mystique tha t g<'l.Ve wo me n 
~ hi g her stat.us while gu a r a nteeing th eir actual infe ri 0rity. This 
status inv0lved. unsulli ed and. unt.nucha.bl e womanhood far removed 
fr nm the dirty p0li ti c a l world. of men. It t a ug ht wotn en t0 t hin lr 
of t hemse lve s a s ~ s e pa r a t e cla ss no longer to b e defined by the 
a li 0n w0rld of m,m 9 a n d l ed to the separ a. ti st a nd so r n ri t a l i m­
pul se s tha t a ff e c t: ed. v a st numbers of women. Crrnsequ Fm t:ly 7 b y the 
Em'4 of t he 19+-.h c ent:ury, the r e we r o g r eR. t. n a +:inn ,-tl organi za t.i0ns 
which t0nk millinns of w0men out.si ~e the cnnfines nf their hnme . 
The orl g ins of femin1sn 9 t h en we r e 19not. b0rn r:, f a nci en t sla v ery 
but part. of a cnll ect.ive r e s unnse~ +:o sexu a l ~waren e ss delibe r a t e ­
ly in si,ired by Vict:0ri a n s0ciet:y to foster oppres.si v e d.0 ::1r) s+:ici t.y, 11 

The s e c0 nd ma j0r c onc e rn cooe s out nf t he n at:ure of this 0ppre s s ­
ive d.omes +-icity. Thoug h the nn a lysis n f so me p erc e pt ive wo men p in­
po inted the nucl ear typ e nf f amily struc ture a s th e villi A.n ~nd 
som e women v a liantly kicked off +-h e tr9.c e s of auch a cnnfining 
defini t.inn of WO CTA.n ho nd , t:h e ma jnri t.y of women di cl nnt see t. hn. t. 
the dom e stic situa tion wa s the mat e rial b a sis of t heir o ppressi on . 
Out of their p erc eption of them s e lves as a d is-enfrRnchise d cl a ss 
(c r e .q t ed fro m· a Victo ri A.n myth) g r e w a s ing l e - minded struggle f o r 
+-h e vot e . To und. erst qn d. h0w +:his c A.rne a bout. is to t.i e +-oge +- her 
so r.ie e l enent.s o f 1 9 +-h c entury Arn eric q_n his+-ory 9 parti cula rly +- he 
Civil W<1.r a nd +-h e s +-rug r, l e for +-he 1-'lboli t:ion of s l a v nry in which 
I:1.any wnfllen pqr+:icipa t ed , 16 hinlring thqt: wh e n t he bl A.ck man W9 S 

g r a nt ed t he fr rtnc hi s e s u r Pl y the v-rhit e wr, man wo uld b e included . 
When t h i s d i d not h c:rrm en , t h ,"r P wr1s a c ri sis wit hi n the m0 v oment 
f0r w0 E1 cm 9 s ri g ht s o The splits wit hin cl. iffercmt. 0rganiZ A.tions 
occurred ove r wh et her uni v e r s ~'t l s uffra.ge WA. S the most i moortr:i.nt 
c one e rn or n nir. 

The rqd tc a l f eminist uuhold i ng +-h e l a tt e r opinion h e l d q wi der 
v a ri e +-y of i n +-er e s+- sinc e +-h ey h qd a daring qn q l y sis nf +-he ir 
sub jugA.ti on. Howev 0! r 9 +- hoy s n0n wo rked th ems elve s in+-o '.:.t c o r ner 
frnm which the r e wa s nn esc qpe . Re fl ecting their whit e mi dd l e 
c l qs s n ri gins 9 t hey quick l y n ff ended the old a n'!!;:i- sla v ery c qmp in 
t heir r 1,ge t hat enfr :1.nc hi s ed negr oe s wer e <1lso mal e chci.uvin1 st, 
a n d t hen moved nn t o nff end th f, n r-rn c ent l ,si.bor movement by urg ing 
woo en t o bett e r t hea s e lve s t hr o u3 h stri ke-broa king a n d conclud ing , 
when Susa n B. An~hony wa s r e fus ed qdmitt qnc e a s a de l egat e t o the 
Nati o n ql Labo r Co ng res s t h<1t the ''la boring cln. ss e s of men'' we r e 
a l s o enemi e s. When 0n tn p n f a ll t his 9 one o f them openly Rdvoc­
a t ed ~free l o v e ~ ~s th e ultimat e c onclus ion o f p a rity b e tween 
t he s exe s 9 t he furnr cre a t ed was enoug h to stifl e a ll fu~th e r 
d i s cus s i o n of t he marri age iss u e o 

T hus , by 1 870 9 t he cnn s e rva tive s nirit domina t e d the s uffra gist 
mo v 0.ment. CArt 0'1..in Victori :=m s t e r eo typo s h.,uJ b E~en a c c c,:r)t ed-- wor.1en 
wor n n o r e mnra l (pure ) th ":1.n men qn d if s r rm t ect t he vo ~e , so ci a l 
r 0f0rms would nutomatic '1lly f o ll0 w :-md the vn t e h i:i.d t '3.ken top 
n r i0 ri ty. 

Frnr1 tihe re 9 it w:1. s a ll do v1mhi 11 A. S the c nntradictinns wit hi n th e 
wn rrnn Q s mo v ement b eg'1.n 'to c n. -1,.ch U D wi +-h t.hen. Th e a r g uner:.'IJ.3 A.d. ­
Vfm c ed by +- h ~ suffragists b f)C ,9.m E-) :n0 r e an.cl r:io r o oprinrtuni stlc, r e ­
fl ecting c l Pqrly their c l q s s int er e st--if women n b +- ~i nRd the vn t o . 
t he i T1J. r1i g r :'lnt v n t e wn u l d b e b '1 l nnc 0.d. oy ''l nure Aoeric 9.n on e s1 nc e 

( c nn tinue--
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Vn~rig pA-iterris dem0nstf<ited that , ~he aducRted ( ~eJiig~t~ried 11 ) ·_. \ 
~0tiart 1 and . _jj'd ·on ::- dt re.9.lly was /:iS .1'1ntfief ,JG.nes .et<the ·cltfie t~o:fl!.;. 
0f~ 1ipdefs~ii?o4_J t;.;:wdmeh ,·s ~~ffr~ge l-!A.S · a bi~~rlefmti-c _, ~p~c~ J~; . t 
divert· wdmeh ff0rn t-he reai :l ssties and .keep them busy With "§uff.:i 
Fn.ge; orc3hi Biiinr.q .Ai:i·d Chari f;y, .. . ' ; ' . ; . ' . . . . :, ;:_.. . . 

•. - - - . ~ 
, :_ . ;, i. ': i, ~. • • . ' ! f . 

;n~fi :most or,g:~1zed ·wdrnefi ·Wefe ·.qui61tiy assfrii1i~~ed ':1nt0· ih~ J;;ar . 
effort ~r wJfia . war ti . cte8r3fte tt'. str0n~ ,tntetn4i;tc,fiai1 si. iihd . a ·· -.. 
a$g~~t · ·paeJ: ff st ~\-f~dt tli'n; · the . w~fuett • ~ '·mPJv:~ment :. was ;; rurtije;r :. il. ~@0i~ 
~ii zed: i · At _ thati tim~ tfie _ nnly-women to . oe admired f6r their st,md 
iii:( f~@ r~c.tic~i p!ict r!. stsi,.. Bi:l';.; the~ violent no sti ii tr -·d~ rec~~d ., , 
a]gtllh$i: their :oppij$f,t1r,n ' t0 a.11 '· wats;, 1 tYi~i,:r s\ipp~,§zed "i3r6-GermFtn il 
}d?oi¢8f-iilia. · ~Ae · suti:!.~ctuent , brutai1tsi · huriea . agaihs~ thei.r .menib~rs 
,,j.'' t ·''. "1",' t'· ·, ' ]~ . i::,• , j:, '·1· . . ' . .,. 'itt ··ck y l:>d.n, -1.tis • lio 1: i · . . . · . ; . ' · . · · · , · , · ·· · . · ; 
~.'.· . . . , -~:. ~ . · . ..... , . . ~·-. :, . .'r .;. . - l ,. ~ ~ ~ .... . . . . ~.. , . . :i . • . 

'the .w.lt1'rn<=ite i c·0nciusi.-6"n ·.0f -~fii-s anti~Wo:rking 6iass bi~~ ·was fe;. -
fle¢t ~d in tne nioveinen~ Firnurid 1920 !o so bl~hely desf"±·rjy ali the 
Pf'!t·ecti Ve l.~~tslation · for_ w0men ~ ~hat W>rking Wc'~men -had · fou~hf so 
haTd for. ·. It . was b1=ised on an att,empft by well-educa:bed w0men to 
a'tt&9.ln ; a.bsolu:tm equal right! s for 'bhe:!lsel ves by-igno-ring tihe crying 
needs or· other . women not ' so -f11rtunate, · Since th1 s ··was ~ cl~ss­
based · f:ptere~ :and ' the country as a 1wh0le had Just begrudgingly 
yield.ad the vr.,fie tn wnmen, ' their desires -were to be +frustrated and 
the!r energt ~s turned tnw:ird ~owrird ·a femin1n~ myst1 que. 

In the .end, the '. sexual ,revolui31nn undermined tlhe so·c1 al revolut1nn­
as ~he bourgeois ·women . turned iii.ward and 1:ihe war defused the spiri ti 
of reform" If1 bec ,1me ' p()ss1 ble tn ta.ke a radical st1::u1ci ·on sex · r 
While hnld.iilg-a :Cr)nserv:atiVe ,nne-rm WOIB.Cn .VS SOCial r()'le.; '.!!hUS the 
q u1~.:. 0f., cfoqiestl c i~~y re j,ssprted. i tsf.lf ~-~ -~ tiigh~~ J ~y~li: .. le~v\ ng ~ 
worien,.:: wttn '·:.mnre s eXUill \;fr$edrJm. :bftt• h. ·greiitef- outturht · burd{=jft~ ' It 
wasi:~he ·erfl 0:of \ f.i~me 'l: Ec0hhmic s ' ' iis hri-9.BS''hheti~'sct E!n6~; ~: ~1':'"ht ·F?'f3Ud ,., '>­
and Hi}Vel.ob·kr'" titf s:· ~P. :Axplatni tiw~.y the , rreur6s1 s ' ~fi: the: lii!>Us~Wi fe. 
'.· :' ~ } '. ·: ··~~-: ~.,··. · .·. (~:·,··.·. : f t · ·· , ' J~ ~i . ( 1 c· .. 1 c: ~~ .f."\ \·.~ ·, •f ;·••'."'':_ '.\.~_~··} ··::. f ,1"'. . .-•·:.:·• !"~- -~ 

~e 'boo if Evei~bne~ Wa:ts : Bt'ave• lihf,)illd be re.id by every person - con- . 
cerned t~iththewomen's question. B~s1des a , weii,lth. of histori,c.al 
i!nf6rwat!ori;; ·1,~i: pr6vf di3s'· th~t ·'n ·eoe·~sai-y' ,fthk~-wf t h : the';' pal!t\ st:t-Ug.;. 
~1/;(:tfrn.,~t srfotil~ _ f9ci~:s .. cbrit:rathcti()fi~·,~fiaJ' i :1tt~ <: in: a1~r(Hj1fl~ !!ldVe::­
in.ent" for ' wonierr" s 1' 11 be'.I'at1i0n·f: and· H~ad ' 1 t . to , a,:,hfgher .t 'ev.e1 of" tfi..:. ::·.: 
t ~hs!~r .. : \~: ~/ >t ·,. ~::; ·:: /~;: ~: ' ~-,, i: .' ,' '.'' . :':·'; ;,, l~ 'f ;,.? _; "· \ ' ;, ·: :: ,:: r ·~ ( i:: ·:. t ··,. ' 

;; bni~ . ~r;ttci ~. 6f;·; thf ; rboo[ 1 ~ :th~t~ fhere::·shn;td ;ha~~ .b~~n '. $.·-, .' · .. · · 
~le e~ef ; ruia1,y si $ : o :f ·the '': wo"l'ki hg ·.i wnrn.:cii• s' ~gani zat;16rt''b 6 f. ·, the · p~§ .. ',· ;., 
~eh~~ry l hd , ht>id,hey':; grapl?lec1 _ w1 tfi _ t~e1t 12arti ~ular 12robi~m.s~ , The 
.1?0ok ,. ~:J..r30 !~ok~ .~ cer!!.lin :ini,egrit;y( s.1.n~~- itl_l,s d! f{tcult_to ~!e 
'fb gE?, he.r / A-~-~hh'!$ b9n k .· o~ tih~r· thesf~' ~nat-· th£ f~m~n!~t~~ . fJtrugtl.e. 
tor ,'tibehi .... f9n did> 't'10::l!- '! e:xam1he ~lJ,ff1 ~1en.a:.1y ·.~he '· roo~s -'~f ' the1r ': '··. : 
nnprei:!'~10rt in the dt>rnestfc ·scene. ''· Si:lmehl!ivf to tte the •"theme s:-:~o;;;; ,. 
g~tnetr it 1·~ he~ess!!iry ~n ~d:t3ve\~p ~~e.· uhdetstandthg ,or - wny -~uch 
dome13tic i a rrafigem.eri ·cs ·ex1 '.st:; ana. whether· .._hey;, are . :ro~l1;tr ecnnr,jm.1'(, ­
reqtt ti es ; uhde:r,.;;I:linning~" the . §iipf t ~li stl-c ·; syst~ijl-~ \ ' 'l'hen pe:rf.iap&'" 
thi=:i . '. i) nl_y ·· Sc'> 1u·t10n ·1 ~ ; to•' ·pro l~tar1Rn1 z~ the wor:ien '13 . inovetre:nt_, t b', 
whrk i fr,rt, the · ·eho-n'->mic ~ 1iberht16 n 0f ~men ' irtst~ad ·,·0f f again 'bedofrl...-' '. 
1·ng., tnvotvea· 1 n: ~hI.1 (}tgy' !i f , se~:uRl ''· exnression'; · ·· ·, , ' :- .: . 

,. ·~ - - - . - - .... _ 
Thef d~nger ' ek\i st.S• Jfcyd .qy1·tw1 t ,, :t h.steA.d l ~r· : .the·"'." vtsl:e' ::women g g:\ -srgall;_ . .: -
,1ZA.t1ons =Will : bec<:1me ·ti e4:."UP· exc lust~1;t Wllth'. ~bot:t;1on ·reff21:"il~;"._ : ~~i t 
forr·ex-am:nle, .. wh1'ch wi lil · end ·up ·s e r"1:otng c:mly· -1:1iddle.:..:,d l~Ss ': WQ o en. 
While wotking class wome:h:..:.;black or witt:,t-e ... ..;can:: 111. a:r&ord ···the:·' ' :~ -: 

:;\, } { ·. ,;''. i':r. : t i; : :' .. '.t i: . ·, j • ;: ~~ ;;. ~ - '.: \/ . ;.,, :-) ·-- • :\. ..: •. . ~: . i' '.. ';. ~ L~--J~;.~:ti4~~~ ~·; ~--~.t: 
··:'-' ··.::::: :;~ \ • ,. ·-: .. ••··· , • ••• ~ I •'..r •~.;_ .. _t·~; .... ": ~ .'4 , ~, , ... ~•. ~-. ~ .. ~. r: .. : ·; .-~ ·· : .. ::.\t;~ 1 :·; ~} j_ .1,. •.:. .. ~::.(·~·~ 



med ic a l expen se . ( I don't wan t s u ch r e forms , only t he 8bol i tion 
of l a ws con c e r n ing abo rt ion .) Th e point i s t h~t t he who le sys t em 
1:1us t be f u11da.Yne11 t a].y c h8,nged just to g t1.ar ;:1n t ee t l1e fun da.me11 t ~l l 
rights o f t he A;;Le ric 2n cons titution, an d women, -pe r hg.Tis m mu s t l ead 
t h e s truggl e . We do no t wBnt equ e l right s t 8 shar e tn s u c h in­
jus t i c es t ha t e xi s t. We w~nt ~n end to a.11 in j ust ice\ 

,.._..-------- -.-
Atltl.A....LQlilB.E..JITRQll G _NQT.E2-Al:iEBlC.AN . - ··----.. - - .. =::%:.--.··---- ·--- ---.. -- . -· 

PROGRESSI VE WRIT ER DI SS I H :FEKL JG 
---- - ---- -----1-.. - · --------· ----

Anna Louis e Strong , no t ed Ameri can -prog r ess ive writ e r, 
d i ed o f a rt e riosc l e r o tic h ea r t di s eRse i n t h e ev ening 
of i'11ar c h 29 i,,~1 P ek ing a t t he ag e of 84 , af t e r s h e 
f a il ed t o r espond to lon~ medic~l tr e8 t ment. During he r 
il lnerrn , Chou · En-La i, :P r ~mi e r o f t h e St a t e Counci l, 
Kuo lfo-j o , Vi c e- Chairman o f t he St an cHng Comin i tt ee of 
t h e Na ti on a l P eop l e s Cong r ess , as we l l a s co mr ad e s 
and fri en ds from t he Unit ed Stat e s an d o t h e r count ri e s 
who had gone t o see h e r a t th e ho s pit a l. 

r epo rt ed in PEK I NG REVIEW humb e r 14, Ap ril 3 , 1970 

TllEY Lo,1£-- 77-/EI.R 0W/FOR/t1s 
/VO·T s-/Li(S' /1/v1]) ~>ATIA!S !' 

"Tat-t a t-tat •.. " Th e sharp s ound o f ri fl e sho t s r ent th e a ir, ri s i ng 
abo·:.re t he ho wlin3 wind whi ch s wept fro:n t he s e a a c ro ss Kul e i I s lan ·1 • 

Repo rt s o f go od r::18r ksmr-msh i p f ollowed e8,c h tine a r ed fl ag app ear ed 
ove r t h e shoo ting r 2nge ._. Lin Ch en-yu, who had jus t r e tu rn ed fro:n 
P ek ine aft e r a tt en d i ng the ce l ebr2t i on s o f t he 20th annive r sary o f 
t he found ing o f t h e P eop l e ' s Republ i c o f Ch ina , M d. th e othe r mil-
i t i awo;:rnn' were~10 ra.cti c, j_ng~ s hooting . They b el o115 ed t o t h e Hs i a im 
mi l i t iawornen.~_ s p l a t oon o f the Kul e i P eop l e ' s ConP:1une in Changpu 
Co un t y o f Fu'.-c iun Provin c e" Ar med wit h i'1lao Tse tung Thoue;h t , t h i s 
plat oon i s a he r o ic p eopl e 1 s a r med fo r ce wh i ch i s a t 211 times r e8iy 
to answe :c t h e c A.11 r:.n d :t' :..g h t t he i nvP cHng en emy. It i s a r evolut­
-ionary fo r c e wh i ch efe~r s n e ithe r har dshi-p n o r d ea th , r 

Hs i ;:,,, :-,.n i s a fi sl'· 1 /,~'- ·.1 :· l 1 ,,;Se whe r t'3 t ho inhabit fm t s eng~J.: -·') i.n fi shing 
an d Fi,E r i..c:u l tur e . :: ·1. ~~ j ,; ·:-u2 r b e in(; t heir ma i n occupat ~n:c, Re s pon ding 
t o t h e ~ :~:::2 t l er.cter L't1,:~ . :i- rn an E2.o i s c 211 to "o r g an i ze c, ,r L .Lngen t s o f 
t he p eopJ_e : s ,i1 i li t i P. o r1 n. b i g s c 0l o ," t he P a rty b n:mc i1 o: t h e -p ro­
duc ti on b~ i g ade decidej t o fo r m a p l a t oon of ~ i l iti awom en . Wit h 
Lin Ch en--yu , Lin Jung-- hu a an d Huang Ah-t sai t 8king t h e J.e ad , t h e 
c l as s s i s t e r s in t h e v i l l age s oo n go t o r g an i z ed . Fi l l ed with loy-

a l t y and de t e rir i nat i on t o "de f en d t h e s oc i 8li s t n a. t i ve v i llage , 
d e f en cl t h e g r e 1=1.t , ;no t h e r l8.n d. rm d def en d Chai r m~m Mao ," t hey tool{ 

up gun s an d j o i n ed in t he de f en c e o f t he rno t h e rl and • o ea s t e r n s e a­
boB. r d . 

( cont i nu e--



Led by the brigade's Party branch and helped by the other depart­
ments concerned, this mi litiawomen's platoon, brimm ing with pro­
found proletarian feelings, has in the past few years eagerly and 
c:mscientiously studied Chairman Mao's works, studied a nd applied 
Mao Tsetung Thought in a living way, and achieved remar kable l:'e­
sults in help ing defend the motherland.. It ha s been cited ?n 
many occasions as an advanced collective in the specia l region 
and in the county for its living study and application of Mao 
T setung Thought. It is praised by the mass e s as a present da y 
11 red detachment of women. 11 

No mattel:' how busy they are with production all the mil i tiaw omen, 
led by their platoon leader Lin Chen-yu, ha~e never slac keneil 
their efforts in training hard in order to be able to deal tell­
ing blows &b any invading enemy. 11 VJe '11 not · fear death in ~attle 
if we do not fear hardships in ordinariy days, 11 they said. The 
farther we throw the hand-grenades, the rrreater our stre ngth 
develops in destroying the enemy forces, 

New s of Chairman Hao's swim in the Yangtze River gre a tly insp ired 
everyone in the platoon. "The women · of Hsi a an have neve r svrnm in 
the sea.," they remariked. "But toda y, to defend Cha:i.rman Mao and 
to meet the needs of the world revolution., we '11 ride the waves 
of the East China Sea so as to be able to follow Chairman Ma o's 
brilliant example and conquer the seas~" Inspired by Cha:i.rman 
Mao rs te a ching 11 Be resolute., fear no sacrifice and surmount every 
difficulty to win victory.," they dauntlessly learnt to swim in 
the turbulent sea. Before long., Lin Chen-yu became an excellent 
swimmer, while the other militiawomen in the platoon also acquired 
the ability to swim several 11 at a stretch. Thus the whole pla­
toon has become a people's arimed force which can fight on the l and 
as well as on the sea. 

"Never forget class sufferings and always remember the blood debts, 
firmly keep in mind our class origin from generation to genera tion 
and tightly gl'.'ip the guns to safeguard our motherland. 11 This 
dictum depicts another outst a nding characteristic of the Hsi aan 
militiavrnmen who are all d aughters of poor and lowel'.'-middle peas­
ants. In the old society., their parents were oppressed a nd per­
secuted by the l'.'eactionary g overnment, and each f amily has a 
bitter history. Statistics reveal that before libera tion, when 
the J apanese aggressoris rode roughshod over the Chinese people 
and when the Kuomintang rie a ctionaries oppressed the broad masses 
of the people, of the 384 people in the 76 households in Hsiaan, 
156 people in 41 householdsmre forced to flee their native vill• 
age and lead a life of misery. It is these class sufferings and 
blood debts and oppres s ion by foreign a ggressors that have roused 
the Hsiaan. militiawomen to great indignation. It is this burning 
class hatred that has spurred them to organize themselves, t a ke 
up guns, undergo intense and hard tra inlng in orider to deal crush­
ing bl~ws at any invading enemy. And it is this same burning 
class hatl:'ed that has educated them to ra:i.se their vigilance., 
stand sentry on the seacoast and safe guard the motherland, 

During the Great Pl'.'oletarian Cultural Revolution., the militia­
vrnmen of Hsiaan have waged a resolute struggle a gainst the hand­
ful of absolutely unrepentant capitalist roa d ers within the Party 
and against the handful of class enemies. By relentlessly crit-

(continue--



icizin g the theory of the "dying out of class struggle, 11 eve ry one 
of them has f urt he r raised her consci ousne ss of class struggle a nd 
t he struggle between the t wo l i ne s . In the wor ds of fi ghter Hsueh 
Chen-hua: "In those yea r s whe n the war raged, the Red Army crosse d 
the snow mountai ns a nd the g r ass l a nd, defied enemy gunfire a nd 
fou ght b r ave ly to liberate the whole of China. vVhen tortured by 
the enemy, the Red Army men did not show the slightest fe a r, and 
when c onfron ted by bayonets, they did not flinch. Thanks t o their 
st ruggle, we a re l eading a happy life today. Our enemies a l:'e now 
trying to change the political c olour of our socialist motherland, 
but we will never, never tolerate it. We are determined to c a rry 
fol"vrn rd the he roic spirit of our revoluti onary f or e runners , hold 
tightly the guns in our hands, and a c quit ourse lves well in st a nd­
ing sen try for Chairman Ma o a nd our g re a t soci alist mo t herl a n d ." 

from PEKI NG REV I EW 
Numbe r 12, Ma l'.'Oh 20, 1 9 70 

-------

" China ' s Women in Sociali s t 
Revolution a nd Socia li s t 
Const ructi on" 

ALL ERRONE OUS I DEAS , ALL PO I SONOUS WEEDS , ALL GHOSTS AND l\lIONSTERS , 
MUST BE SUBJ ECTED TO CRITICISM • I N NO CIRCUMSTANCE S SHOULD THEY BE 
ALLOVrnD TO SPREAD UNCHECKED. ' Ma o Tsetun g 

' 
, ____________________ _ 

VVE ARE CRITIC5 DF Tl/£ OLD 
lNORL[) a big character poster of t he GREAT PROLETAR I AN 

CULTURAL 
REVOL U.r ION 

The r apid and vi gorous development of China 's gr eat proletaria n 
cultura l revolution is sha king the vrnrld. S:ime people say: nThe 
700 million Chinese a re all c ri tics. 11 

Irrespective of who says this, a nd whethe r it makes them happy or 
unhappy, this s a ying reflects the fact tha t China 's broad masses 
of workers, peasant s and soldiers a nd revolutiona ry cadres a nd 
r evol u t ionary intellectuals, using as t hei r weapo n the though of 
Mao Tsetung , have st a rted to cr i tic i ze the old vrnrld, old things , 
and old thinking on a n unprecedented sca l e . 

Vle crit i cize the system of exploitation, the exploi ting clas s es , 
i mperiali sm, modern r evision ism, all re a c tionaries, l a ndlords , 
rich pea sants, c ounte r-revolutionaries , bad e l eme nt s and Rit:htists . 

V!e cr iti c 1ze the r ep r e sent a ti ve s of the bour ge osie a nd b our ge o'i s 
11 s c holars a nd a uthorities." 

We criticize the b our geois c oncepti on of hist ory., bourgeoi s a c ad ­
emic theories , pedagogy, j ourna lism, a nd the or i es of art a nd lit­
era ture, a nd all b ad pl a y s , fi lms a nd works of li te r a ture a nd qrt. 

. . 

In s um, we c riticize t he old world, the ol d ideology and culture, 
the old cust oms a nd habits which imperia lism a nd all expl oi t ing 
classe s use to po.is on the minds of the wo r king peopl e , we c r it i­
clze all non- p r ol etarian id eology., all re acti ona ry ideoJ.ogy which 



1s antagonistic to Marxism-Leninism, to Mao Tsetung 's thought. 
· ... J , 

Why should we criticize all this? 

Pe do this be cause- it is absolutely necessary for the c onsolidat• • 
ion of the dictato~ship·of the proletarint and the building of 
socialism and communism., and it corresponds to the l aw s of histol:'­
ic al de velopment. Lenin held that after the overthrow of the 
bou r geoisie~ for a long period its strength surpasses that of the 
proleta riat, and that., particularly in the field of ideology., for 
a l ong time it still remains predominant and very stubbol:'n. And 
it uses this in every way to make ideological preparations and get 
p ublic opj.ni::m ready for the l:'estoration of capita lism. This i s 
fully illus-c1..,ated by the sharp and protracted struggles on the 
id eologic al and cultural front between the t wo classes and the t wo 
voads in the 17 years since the liberation of China., a nd especial­
ly by the struggle between the bourgeoisie plotting a re s tora tion 
a nc1 the proletariat opposing a restoration., a struggle which of 
l a te has come to the fore. 

Cha irman Mao told us long ago that everJ~hing reactionary is tbe 
s ame: if you don't hit it., it won't fall. This is also like · 
svve e p ing the floor; as a rule., where the broom does not reach, the 
dust doe~ not vanish of itself. This applies to everything in 
the world. Vie want to build the new wot'ld so we must d e stroy th3 
old; we want .to create the new ideology and culture of socialism 
a nd communism so we must subject the old bourgeois ideology a nd 
culture, and the influence they exert, to thoroughgoing criticism 
a nd clea~ them out. 

The essence of Marxism-Leninism is criticar .and l:' evoluti onary. Its 
essentials are to criticize, to struge;le and to wa ge revolution. 
What we pra ctice is the militant philosophy of dialectica l mater­
ialism. Strug g.,le is life. As we go ahead along the correct path 
of struggle, our fighting power will grow and we will be mox•e able 
to push our great cause forwat-d. 

Chairman Mao has often emphasized that "there is no c cmstruction 
wit h out destruction, n o flowin g without damming and no moving for~ 
ward without a holding back." Destruction here me a ns criticism., 
me e ns revolution. Destruction necessa rily calls for r e asonsing, 
and r ea s ons :1- ng is construction; destruction comes first, and in 
the course of it, t here is · construction. The formation and devel­
opment of Marxism-Leninism., of Mao Tsetung 's thought., took place 
in the incessant struggle to destroy the ideological system of the 
bo urgeoisie. Chairman Mao says: "Y!hat is correct alwa ys develops 
in the course of struggle with what is wrong. The true., the g ood 
a nd the be a utiful al ways exist in comparison with the f alse, the 
evil and the ugly., and grow in struggle with the latter." 

Who is to be counted on in making criticism? We must count on the 
broadest :in.asses of the people., on the workers, peasants and sold­
i e rs., the l'.'evoluti onary cadres and the revoJ.utional..,y intellectuals. 
During the revolutionary wa~, the masses of people used a rms to 
Cl"itic i ze the old world and seize power; since victory., they have 
be e n using criticism as their we apon aga inst a.11 the evils left 
over by i rnpe1..,ialism and the landlord and bourgeois clas ses. Only 
when all the 700 million people take up Ma o Tsetung •s t ho ught., 
the sharpest. of all we 2.pons, to make c.riticism can there be a 

(continue--



cle an-np on t he broadest scale of the dust left hidden by the 
bour ge oi sie in every corner and a thorough uproo ting to the gte a t­
es t depth of the ideology of the exploiting clas ses which have 
monop olized a nd ruled fol:' the past · thousands of years. Only when 
t he broadest vmasses master the proleta l:'ian world outlook and 
er :I. tic ize the bourge ois wol:'ld outlook, master Ma rxism-Leninism, 
Ma o Tset un g 's thought, a nd criticize revisi ::mist ideas, v1ill the re 
be the guar a ntee of China's socialist revolution be ing carri ed 
through to the end and of its step-by-step tra nsit ion f l:'om soc­
i alism to communism. 

The fact that 11 700 million people al:'e critics" is a thing stupen­
do·us, it is an epoch-making event. This in itself shows tha t the 
thinking of our 700 million people has been emanc ipated , that 
they have r i sen to full hei ght a nd that they are no l onger sl a ve s 
o:f the old culture a nd old ideas of imperialism and t he exploit­
ing cla sses. It i s not at all a cc i dent a l tha t our 700 million 
peopl e have be come critics. It is something nevv , that hs.s a risen 
in the conditions of the dict a torship of the proletariat. It is 
s omething new , born of the brilliance of Ma o Tsetung's t hought. 
It is a new phenomenon, an inevitable pr od uct of the integration 
of Ma o Tset ung 's thought with the broa d ma sses of workers ., peas ­
a nt s and soldiers. It re pre sents the great awakening of the 
Chinese people. 

The b irth a nd deepening of a ny gre a t r evolutionary movement is 
ine vit a bly pr e ceded by a gigantic st ruggle in the ideological 
f i e l d and heralded by a grea t ideolo gical revolution. I n the hi s­
tory of t he proleta ria n revolution, every major p olemics ha s been 
the prelud e to and signal for a revolutionary leap forward. In 
China , eaoh of the ma ny major polemics in the ideological field 
in the 17 years· since libera tion has blazed the tra.il for the 
l ocomotive of revolution. The g re a t cultura l revolution now un­
de r way, on a scale never known before, necess a rily foresl,..adows 
a developme nt of the socialist r e volution by l eap s a nd bounds 
and a new big l eap forward in Chlna's socialist c ons truction. 

Once the people have risen, the enemy f alls. In China , the bl'.'o!!d 
ma sses of workers , pea s a nts a nd soldiers, t he revolutionary c ad ­
r es and the revol utionary intellectuals ha ve r isen , a nd the r e ­
p:resentatives of the bour geo isie and the bourgeois "scholars a nd 
a u thorities" will f all. In the moveme nt of cr5.ticism that is 
deve l oping on a n unp r e cedentedly wide scale in the t:reme ndous 
cultura l .t'e volut :ton, a gre a t new era is n ow emerging on the hor­
izon, an era in which the v,rhole of the 700 million Chinese pe op­
l e are peopl e of wi sdom. 

Let us we lcome this gr eat :cew era with open al"'rrls . 

RENMIN RIBAO Edit orial (June 8, 1966) 

CA-")IT/CISM WITH tl\/EAPONS 15 
BEITER THAN -me 

WE-AP01V OF CRIT/CIS/l1. STAL/// 
_,___ ____________ -. · ··'D'.3·· 



D:ra:ft Constitut i on of the RED WOMEN' S DETACHMEJJT 

1. The Red Women' s Do t a c hment is t he me.as organ ization o~ p .tro1e-t­
a r 1an vromen under t he leade r ship of the MARXI ST - LENI NIST PARTY 
guided by Ma o T se1ltmg Tho ught . 

2 . Its l:"nn ks a r e open to a ll wo.rkingclass wome n whn a ccept it3 
pol i 'bic s a nd organiz a tiona l p r inc iples . Re v oluticnt:tr y women of 
petty- bourgeois clas s orig i n wil l be admitted provided they break 
their class ties and do no t expl oit t he labor of others. 

3. The Red Women ' s De t achment pra ctices democl"atl c ,;.centralism 
and c ombines pol itical st1,uggl e with armed struggle , wi t h poli .. 
t i cs in command . 

The h i rghest bod y of t he Red rlomen ' s De tac hment i s the gene.t.>a.1 
membe r ship , whi ch, when not aesemb1ed. Li.n Cong.t1ess ), 1.s l ed by 
the Ce n tral Corri..mi t tee e l e c ted by it . 

ThA Central Comm.:i.t t ee dire c ts t he Wo:r.1en ' s A.t'med Defense G~oups. 
The Central Committee esta bl ishes the Cent ral Or gAn . 
The Centr a l Commi t tee o.f the Red Viomen 1s Detachment is direct ­

ly .t>espons ibl e to the Cent.l:'al Committee of t he Marxis t - Leninis t 
Party. 

4. The r e are bas i cal ly thre e l evels of or~anization: 
( 1) MAO TSET UNG '11 HOUGH T STUDY GROUPS ( l egal ) 
(2 ) MARTIAL ARTS (Se l f - Defense ) COLLECTIVES ( lega l-semi- l egal ) 
( 3 ) Y10i\1EN 1S ARMED DEFENSE GROUPS (cl ande stine ) 

The MAO TSETUWG TEOUCTHT STUDY GROt"PS , are orga n.'.3 of st.ruggle - cri t ­
icism- tra nsformat ion , an i deological , p ol i tica l sc hool for the 
liv ing app l i c a tion of Ma o Tsetung Thought . It is a testing­
ground for perspe c tive cad r e , 

The MARTIAL ARTS COLLECTIVES t r ain in un-armed self- d efense a nd 
st udy Marx ism- Leninism a ppl ied to milita ry s c ience to pr,epa re 
for the mo re adva nce d l evel of a rmed st ruggl e . 

WOMElP S ARMED DEFENSE GROU]?S o ompr ~_se t he adva nced pl:'ole ta r1an 
milita:ry c adre of the Red F ome n ' s _,_ e t a chment . These are . se c ure ­
ly and clandest inely organize d ~ The y are directly re sponsible 
to the Mar x i s t - uen i n i s t Party . 

'I'he Red vVomen ' s De t a chment wholely s uppol:'t s a nd participates i n 
the format1on of Pe op l e ' s A,:>med Defenne Group s a nd VJox, kers Armed 
De f e nse Groups . Women ' s Armed Def e nse G:roup s lay t he bas is fol'." 
equal mi lita r-y· ·pa:rtic ipation of wome n in the l:'evolutionar y RED 
VJ ORKERS ARMY .. 

5• The Centra1 O~gan (editorial sta ff) is s ues RED STAR as the 
colle ct i ve organ i ze r of the Red Women' s Deta chment , 

The Central Or gan is d ire c t ly r esponsible to t he Cen t r a l Committ ­
ee of the Re d VIome n • s De tachme nt . It s fui1ctions a r e t o e nsure 
t he pol itica l cla r ity of i ts c ontent s , s t abil ize publ i c a tion , 
and develope the wi des t pos s ibl e c i rcul a t i on . Sys tema t i c dis ­
tribut i on of R8~D STAR and othe r ma ss ag i t ational - p ropaganda 
m.ate t>ia.l s ls c onducted through t he v a r ious o:t'ganizations . 
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