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Hanson Bsldwin, New York Times military commentator, is & strong supporter of
U.S. aggression, Even he admits, "The commitment of more than 200,000 men to
Viet Nam supported by strong,sir and naval forces and the maintenapce of two
divisions in Korea, more than five in Europe and of smaller units elsewhere,
including the Dominicen Republic¢, have reduced the forces in the U.S. to a
training estsblishment.®

he s

No, U.S. imperialism is not strong. Compared to 1950, at the time of its : ‘
aggression in Korea, it is weak. The forces opposing it today are potentially *
stronger. Why is it able to continue sggression in S.E. Asia, instigate the
slaughter of 200,000 militants and peoples of Chinese nationality in Indonesia,’
astablish and control numerous reactionary regimes in South Americe and Africa?

It is meeting some sharp resistance from French capital, but it is eble to
establish military bases in Australia, Jezpan, Britain, Holland, Belgium, West

e Germanx\and Ttaly with little resistance. ,

One reason for ‘the difference is the changed attitudes of the Communist Parties

in the Socislist countries of Eastern Europe--Roumania, Czechoslovakia, Poland,
Hungary, Bulgaria, the German Democratic Republic and the Soviet Union. In 1950
-these Parties mobilized their people in oppesition to U.S. imperialist aggression.
Today they pay lip service to international solidarity on Viet Nam. But there

is a never ending streem of their sports, cultural, trade end diplomatic person-
nel prostrating themselves before the goons of Wall Street and “ashington.

In 1950 the Parties of Frence and Italy made some motions ageinst the U.5.
invasion of Korea. Since they hed disarmed their workers after World War II as
8 price for entering bourgeois governments they weren't sble to do very much,
but at least they tried., Today they are among U.S. imperialism's vaolued agents.

Having fought the most open vulgar aspects of Browderism the U.S. Communist
Party under Foster's leadership was able to carry on meny effective strugeles

" against Truman-Wall Street on Korea., Sixteen years later the CPUSA, again under
Browder's line, hes done its utmost to support Johnson-General Motors in the
unions, the communities, the elections, among the Afro-Americans and by black-
mailing visits to North Viet Nam. : :

-

~

THE 81 PARTY STATEMENT

The £1 Party Statement of 1960 placed main, almost sole, emphasis on the contra-
diction between imperialism and Socialism describing it as, "the principal
characteristic of our time." It negated the contradiction between the workers
and capitalists in the capitalist countries, between imperislist countries and
blocks of imperialists within capitalist countries and the contradiction between
the national liberation struggles and imperislism. Actuslly the fiercest
struggles are taking place in Africa, South America. and Asia. While, as noted
above, a number of Socislist countries in Eastern Europe support U.S. imperialism
against the peoples of Viet Nem, the Dominican Republic, the Congo and "the Afro-
American nation in the South. .

?he 81 Party Statement included fine words on revisionism as the main ideglog-
icel denger, on U.S. imperialism as the mein enemy 2nd on Titoism as a
revisionist development. But it failed to re-establish Stelin as an outstending
leader of the stature of Marx, Engeles and Lenin. By including an endorsemenc
of the 20th Congress GPSU with no reservations, it contradicted the fine wo:ds
on revisionism, U.S. imperislism and Titoism., The 81 Party Statement, by
‘endorsing the 20th Congress CPSU, helped the CPSU lesders in re-endorsing Tito.
two days after the meeting ended and helped their vile atteck on the Albonian
Party of Lasbor at the 22nd Congress of the CPSU.
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After the meeting-of the 81 Parties the Merxist-Leninist forces, especially
those in Albaniz and China, found it necessary to publish meny documents |
criticizing Khrushchev's version of peaceful co-existence, peaceful transition,
of his betrayal of the working class in cyp italist countries, of his betrayal
of the nationzl liberation forces. Were not these documents necessitated by
the cgmpromise on principle concerning the 20th Congress CPSU made in Moscow
in 19607

The members of the editorial board of Hemmer & Steel were involved in 2 bitter
struggle ageinst the revisionist nationel leadership of the CPUSA in 1960,
Denied information on principled differences at Moscow, es were the members of
many Parties, we tried to use the positive section of the 81 Party[Stetement in
the struggle against one of its deeds--its failure to condemn andzasolete the
treacherous Browderite CPUS! leaders from the world Merxist-Leninist movement.

Were we correct in upholding the compromise on principles arri d at in Moscow

in 1960? Can we effectively struggle sgainst the. opportunist line of the CPUSA
now without self-criticaelly examining our position in 19607 We could not see,

in 1960, any possible way of stopping U.S. imperialism without Sino-Soviet unity.
Thus we over-estimsted the power of our imperialists. For they will be defeated
by the peoples regardless of how deep the betrayal of CPSU revisionism goes.

Far more importent than state reletions, in 1960 es well as today, is the
ideology, the principles bzsed on objective truth., We did not sufficently
understend in 1960, the future of a Soviet Union without Stalin, without sacrifice
for nationsl liberation struggles, without the ability to strengthen Socielist
agriculture, industry snd militery might, without a correct attitude toward China
and Albania. Today the Soviet Union is e country led by revisionist peper
tigers, treated with increasing contempt by the imperielists end increasing
distrust by the peoples of the wérld. Only by elimineting revisionism can the
Soviet peoples regain their strength.

Lenin seid in 1915, "To keep united with opportunism at the present time means

ractically to subjagate the working cless to "its" bourgeois, to meke an
elliance with it for the oppression of other nations 2nd for the struggle for
the privileges of a great nstion; at the same time it means splitting the
revolutionary proleteriat of all countries." (Socialism & Wer). Failure to
correctly study Lenin and epply his teachings to the U.S. led us to endorse
/the dompromise between the 20th Congress CPSU end Marxism-Leninism.

The recent Hevena Conference was supposed to have been aimed at imperialism,
But it welcomed the CPSU revisionists with open arms. Cleverly using the
compromise line of the 81 Party Statement, the revisionists secured endorsement
of peaceful co-existence with U.S. imperiélism., Wes it not ineviteble that
Premier Castro, of the host country, soon zttacked China rather than U. S.
imperialism? Castro,-signer of the B1 Party Statement, contributed his bit to
the imperialist-revisionist effort to encircle China, U,5. imperielism regards
Castro's speech as a softening up of the Cuben revolution. The Cuban people’
will be among the first victims of Castro's letest bowing before revisionism,
bowing -thet aids only imperielism.

Have Premier Castro's relstions with the Soviet Union been good Marxist-
Leninist examples of how big end small countries arrange trade end other-
sgrecments? Premier Castro, pleading for a felse unity with revisionism,

has failed to call for a Marxist-Leninist conference on trade policies, Hammer
& Steel called for such discussion over a yeer ago in our Februery, 1965 news-
1e?ier. Such discussion would help strengthen anti-imperielist unity, genuine
unity, '

LE/DING ROLE

On several occesions we have discussed the leading role of the Communist Perty
of China. Becezuse of severel factors such as gize of country, geographicel
locetion, semi-colonial beckground, identity with nationel liberetion strugeles
and experience, the CPC occupies a special role. Every Perty hes the duty to.
raise the level of Marxism-Leninism and strengthen the unity of the world
Merxist-Leninist movement. But within that context the CPC has e greatSr
responsibility to contribute ideologicel and organizational initiative in\the
world Merxist-Leninist movement than any other Perty. The concept of o leading
Party is & healthy entidote to revisionism and enarchy in the internetionel
Merxist-Leninist movement. i
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Almost every day some spokesman for U.S. imperielism contemplates the possibility
of revisionism gaining ascendancy in the CPC, They realirze that CPSU revisioniem
by- itself cennot do the job of keeping imperialism alive for another generaetion.
Therefore the question of victory for Merxism-Leninism in China is not of sole
interest to the Chinese pecople. It is of prime concern for 211 peoples since

it involves the question of whether progressive menkind cen destroy U.S. imperi-
2lism at an early dete.

§

hs Comrade Mao Tse-tung has pointed out on several occasions, the class struggle
in China, as in other Socizlist countries, continues for decades after the
initiel esteblishment of the dictatorship'of the proletariat. He indicated in
the Snow interview thet this cless struegle produces in Chine, as in all‘’
countries, both Marxist-Leninist views and revisionist viewss

The CPC hes recently mede a number of outstending Merxist-Leninist contributions.
They are of grest service to the science of Merxism-Leninism. Among them are.
Comrade Lin Pizo's article on Peoples Wer, "A Proposal Concerning the General
Line of the International Communist Movement," the polemics against Toglietti .

and the articles exposing the CPSU's unity call as a cell for unity with
imperialism,

ACCEPTING CRITICISM

The CPC hes said it "will accept criticism" on its endorsement of the 20th
Congress CPSU as 'pert of the &1 Party Statement. ‘

Our criticism is in two perts: (1) As elready indicested the Chinese signature
to the 81 Party Statemment placed, in prectice, state relations ahead of the
cless struggle, ahezd of Merxist-Ieninist ideology. As 8 result the CPC hes
not exercised sufficent leedership in the world Merxist-Leninist movement.

(2)  Our experience in the U.S. indicates that the compromise reesched-at the
81 Party Meeting leeds to contrzdictions between the Merxist-Teninist genersl
line stated in "A Proposal Concerning the General Line of the Internzlional
Communist Movement" end the specific spplicetion of this line. We refer to
support given elements and policies in the U.S. which are condemned in "A
Proposal, Etc." and other CPC works. !

In his discussion of the 1905 revolution Lenin commented in 1917 on the petition
of the wrkers and the priest, Gepon. He said, "Involuntarily one comperes : .
this naive petition with the pecaceful resolutions passed todey by the Saciel-
pacifists, i.e. those who cleim to be Socielists but who, in reality, ere
bourgeois phrese-mongers." Then Lenin went on to sey, "Nevertheless the great
difference between the two is that the present day sociel pecifists are to a
lerge extent hypocrites, who, by mild suggestions, strive to divert the people
from ‘the revolutionary strugpgle wherees the unenlightened WOTKETrSesae s proved

by their deeds thet they were straightforwerd people..ees."

Do contemporary pacifists in the U.S. meet this description of Lenin's? Are
they hypocrites? We need barely mention the Normen Thomes-Gottlieb type -
leaders since their vicious rotten chauvinism et the November Wasliington "pepce"
conference was so obvious. We will briefly examine the "radical" element in

the pacifist movement: According to the Nationel Guerdion, Aptheker, Centrel
Committee member and theoretician of the CPUSA, proposed to the Premier of
North Viet Nam that his government place their case in the UN. The North Viet-
Namese refused but after Aptheker's return to the U.S., L.B. Johnson put the, .
Viet Nem "auestion" in the UN. Sk
Aptheker helps edit Political Affairs which has published an attack on, and
distortion of, Comrade Lin Pieo's article on Peoples Wer. In the Januery P.A
page 8, we read that the line of Comrade Lin Pizo and the CFC will lead "in,
Viet Nem to an interminable bloody stalemate, onormously -costly in lives end
property." Is not this a call for surrender to U.S. imperialist egeression in.
Viet Nem? Is not such "concern" for the Vietnemese actually concern for their ~
own lives end property? 4 :
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In the-second section of the same article (February P.A., page 6) we read,
%gspecielly noteworthy on the fmericen scenees....the striking rise of the

peace movement." Political Aiffairs usesthis pecifist movement as one reason

to attack Lin Piso's policy on wars of national liberation, cleiming such wars
are not needed. ; &

Heyden of Students for a Democretic Society, @ pacifist orgenizetion, went to
Henoi with Aptheker. Hezyden, like Iynd, the other fellow traveler, played a
leading role in the Washington "peace" conference. When Heyden came beck he
said, "Relience on the peoples to defend their own country meens, to both Viet-
nemese and Chinese we spoke to, that the Chinese must stey out." (National i
Guerdian, Febs 5, 1966). Here we have the pacifist-revisionist combo in fine
tunewthe UN and U.S. imperislism in Viet Nem and the Vietnemese people denied
the right to call on China under any circumstence.

Renmin Ribao of Peking in an editorial of 11/29/65 seid, "'The mounting tide of
the American peoples struggle against the U.S. war of aggreesion in Viet Nem is
shaking Washington. Tens of thousands of American citizens on November 27 took
part in a protest merch and demonstretion on en unprecedentedly lerge scele in
the capitol of the U.S., strongly opposing the Johnson administretions policy
of aggression in Viet Nem," If the editors of Renmin Ribeo had followed
Comrade Meo Tse-tung's edvice of investigeting before spesking they would
certainly have chenged one word in the last sentence. Instead of "opposing"
they would have written "endorsing." For even e superficial look at the
speeches, the program and 95% of the signs would have identified the whole show
as a pert of Johnson's peace hoax, as an endorsement of his negotiation propa-
ganda. Could this editorialreprinted in Peking Review, be considered a break
"politically end orgenizationally" with revisionism?

In enother editorial from Renmin Ribao, Feb. 7, is the following: "The Johnson
administration's expznsion of its criminel wer of ageression against Viet Nem
has hestened the new awakening of the Americen people. Hersh reality has opened
their eyes and made them see that the dirty war cen only bring them endless
misery......Under these circumstances, Americans of various social streta cen-
not but unite and struggle ageinst U.S. imperielism." 1In 211 recent articles

of Renmin Ribao there is much tszlk of abstract unity, but no talk of the reel
unity thet comes out of the struggle against revisionism in the U.S. Nor

is there one word on the necd for 2 Merxist-Leninist Perty in the U.S. True,
"hersh reality" opens eyes. But as "A Propossl Concerning the General Line, Etch
end "On Peoples War' ssys, it tekes a Ma xist-leninist Party, not bourgeois
pacifists, to lesd anti-imperizlist struggle, to leed the people along revolu-
tionary paths.

China's periodicals have strongly condemned Shelepin's trip to Henoi es in the
service of U.S. imperialism, But the trips of Aptheker, Lynd end-Heyden heve
not been condemned by Chinesec periodicals. Were not both trips for\ghe same
rotten purpose? Does not the silence on Apthéker strengthen tendencies which
puts state relations with the Soviet Union ahead of Merxist-Leninist ideology?
Does not silence on Aptheker express covert support of Shelepin's trip? Do not
periodicals in China have the duty to point out thet.Shelepin and Aptheker knew
when U.S. imperislism would stop and stert bombing?

DIFFERENCES

Within Ehe editarial boerd of Hammer & Steel sharp differences ceme to the
surface during the discusgion of “Renmin Ribad's editorial, "Onwerd American
Reople." One view wished to constructively criticize the editorial in our
dewsletter. This view wished to discuse revisionist tendencies in the CPC
resulting from clese struggle in China., This view was attacked as suffering
from petty-bourgeois euphoria and depression, from white end great power
chauvinism, from 2 one-gsided eveluetion end a negetive attitude toward the

contributions of the CPC, Charges of arrogance toward the international
Merxist-Leninist movement were #lso made.
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These charges represented a tendency in our editoriel boerd to live with what
Lenin called "socizl-pacifism' instead of struggling ageinst it wherever its
origin or support. They also represented tendencies to jump when someone in
another country waves the baton, even when the beton calls for notes in discord
with Lenin's teachingse. %

These charges represent sympathy for the support to sponteniety in the Renmin

Ribso editorials on the U.S. Stelin sgid in "Foundations of Leninism," "The .
theory of spontaniety is a theory of opportunism, e theory of worshipping
spontaniety of the lebor movement; a theory which actuelly repudistes the leading
role of the venguerd of the working.cless." Sponteniety under present circum-
‘stences in the U.S. cannot be other than political and orgenizationel support of

the CPUSA(Revisionist) end of the Khrushchev line generally. .

The charges of arrogance and chauvinism in this discussion deny thet the
Socizlist countries end their publiceticns are. the property of the working cless
and national liberstion movement throughout the world, If we disegree with
Chinese periodicels, particularly on questions concerning the U.S. which they
have not raised with us, despite opportunities to do so, would we not be arrogant
and chauvinistic if we did not reply? Or should we be like certain echoes in-
this end other countries znd agree that the American people are sponteneously,
90%, unitedly, courageously, end so on, fighting U.S. imperislism? Wouldn't

that lead to support to lebor opportunism since the class base of the cheuvin- :
istic labor lesders is pert of this 90%? Would it not lead to revisionism end -
pacifism and to unity with the CPUSA? '

Dreft Director, Lewis B. Hershey said on Merch 1, 1966, "Americens don't like
end don't understand the distent dim wer in Viet Nem, but they like the
prosperity it generates." (Boston Globe, 3/2/66). Marxist-Leninist in 21l
countries ‘shoyld consider these words. Only those blinded by Americen
exceptionalism and by pacifism will ignore them. Merxist-Leninists will not
deceive themselves or create false hopes in Viet Nems, Our task is to recognize
truth, have confidence that the people will learn as the struggle develops, &s
the cost of the temporary “boom" becomes clear to the working class and its
ellies. : X

¥

C.P.U.S.A.

The CPUSA, ih Madison Avenue fashion, hes unveiled its "Progrem for Socielism,"
By peaceful co-existence, by peeceful transition, by "unity" with the Democratic
Party and top labor leaders, both of whom are chauvinistic supporters of imperi-
slism in Viet Nem, the people will quietly merch to the promised land. No sweat-
-no t6ors—no blood--no Viet Nam--no Alabema--no Dominican Republic--no realityl

The CPUSA revisionist betrayal of Afro-Americen liberetion, of internetional
solidarity, of the U.S. working cless is propped up by peaceful transition and
peaceful co-existence with the mein enemies of menkind. These props cen be
knocked out. Social~bacifism cen be defeated by attacking its absurd preten-
sions on every possible occasion. We essume some of the responsibility for
tolerance of social-pecifist ideas both here end abroad. e have not been
sufficently criticel of pdcifism in Hemmer & Steel, perticylarly its inter-
connection with concepts of peaceful trensition end peaceful co-qxistence. i

We repudiate our past support of the 81 Party Statement as support to an
unprincipled compromise, Compromise on principles hes led to serious gsetbecks
for the peoples of the wrld. Compromise on principles hes slowed down or
stopped the growth of meny revolutionary Parties alreedy in existence; it has
hipdered the orgenizetion of new Marxist-Leninist Parties where none existe It
has resulted in failure to mobilize maximum support for Viet Nem; it hes resulted

in failure to mobilize meaningful mess protest against the murder of our comrades
in Indonesia.
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X ; V/NGUARD PARTY |

The path to 2 Marxist-Leninist Party in the U.S. is interconnected with the
defeat of revisionism. We are confident that the great Chinese Communist Party
will simulteneously eliminate revisionist-pecifist tendencies in its own ranks
and provide leadership in the world Merxist-Leninist movement. This will help
esteblish a correct policy end a unified effort by Marxist-Leninists in every
lend, s

g | i

Tenin said thet revolutionaries, "......will not deceive the people by agsuming
that in the ebsence of a revolutionary movement it is possible to heve peace
without annexations, without the oppression of netions, without robbery and
without planting seeds of new warSe....." Let the students of Marxism-Ieninism
in the U.S. study this warning.

.
"

Tolerating social-pacifism leeds to ignoring the real anti-imperialist forces
and their struggles. We mean the semi-skilled and unskilled workers who
partially shut down New York City with a subway strike. 2Mnd the Tllinois gun
powder workers who struck and stood their ground for meny weeks ageinst 2ll
phoney jingoistic cells to give in, We mean the Afro-Americens fighting for
lend and power as in the esbandoned, federally owned, eir base in Migsissippi.
We mean the Puerto Ricens fighting for self-determination of their homelend.
And we mean the exploited Mexicen-fmericen national minority efforts for free-
dom as well as those of the netive Indien populestion. The strugeles of such
forces will attract the support of worthwhile middle tless and intellectual
forces who ere able to subjegate the greediness typicel of so meny of their
sector. There is an anti-imperizlist tradition in our country. It goes back
to the bpposition to the Mexican Wer, it was present in World War I and in
opposition to the Siberian expedition. It was importent in the Korean struggle.

Big battles can be won agzinst General Motors and other U.S. imperielists if
the international Marxist-Leninist movement has 2 correct line. if we establish

e revolutionary Party sble to apply end help develop & correct Merxist-Leninist:
line, ‘

! VICTORY

SOLIDARITY OF U.S. WORKERS /ND THE AFRO-AMERIC/N LIBERATTON MOVEMENT WITH THE
WORKYRS AND PEASINTS IN VIET NAM! DEFEAT GRNERAL MOTORS AND U.S. TMPERI/LTSMI
BRING THE TROOPS BfCK!

]
_SELF-DETERMINATION FOR AFRO-AMERICNS IN THE SOUTH! NATIONAL MINORITY RIGHTS
IN THE NORTH!

PRESS FORWARD THE OHG}NIZATTCN OF THE UNSKITIED' AND SEMI-SKITIED! DFFEND THE
RIGHTS OF THF L2BOR MOVRMENT AGAINST AIL OPPORTUNIST EFFORTS TO QACRTFICE UNIONS
FOR IMPWRIALIST /GGRESSION! ~

OUST THE TOP LEADERS OF TH;\) 1,-CI0--SERVANTS OF GEMERAL MOTORS AND TRATTORS
T0 THE WORKING CLASS! E\\

DEFEAT RFVISIONISM ZND PACIFISM!

\UNTTE THE MARXIST-LENINIST FORCES OF THE
WORLD IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST U.S

5 !QPERIALIsm
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Issued By: Hammer & Steel, P.0. Box 101, Mettapen Stetion, Boston, Maes.

Subscription Rete: $1.50 per yeer. g &
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