


| EDITORIAL | T

Asian Americans — Take a Stand!

By Steve Morozumi

The horror of the U.S. role in Viet Nam two
decades ago is being reenacted today in Central
America and the Caribbean. The striking similarities
between the U.S. policy of covert and overt aggres-
sion in these regions resurfaces angry memories of
the 20-year quagmire, and should underscore the ex-
treme dangers of Reagan’s rapid escalation in Central
America and the Caribbean. As Asian Americans, we
must urgently address ourselves to Reagan’s gunboat
diplomacy, take a hard look at its factual underpin-
nings, and make our stand against U.S. intervention.

For many Asian Americans, the Viet Nam War, pos-
sibly more than any other event, shaped our political
consciousness, stirred our national and international
awareness, and influenced the directions and out-
looks of our lives. Nightly, we watched U.S. bombers
and helicopter gunships strafe and bomb the Viet-
namese landscape, slaughtering two million Vietnam-
ese men, women and children — people who re-
sembled members of our own families — in order to
protect American capital. My initial reaction as a
young Asian American was a sense of bitter irony in
being subject to a military draft that coerced us into
leaving our homes to kill other Asians in a racist war.

We were moved and inspired by the Vietnamese
people’s perseverence and courage in the face of
monumental military might and technology.

We were compelled to take action and protest the
war. We lost our-naiveté and delusions about Amer-
ican moral sanctity and its pretensions of protecting
national security and democracy abroad. Indeed, it
was a rite of passage. for our generation, from in-
nocence to experience and political awakening.

As we became involved in that anti-war move-
ment, our response to the war evolved to a more so-
phisticated understanding of third world peoples’ le-
gitimate national liberation struggles and their rights
to self-determination. We began to recognize the sys-
tematic nature of U.S. imperialism. We felt a deep re-
sponsibility to build solidarity with oppressed

peoples seeking justice. The slogan, “One struggle,
many fronts” took on genuine meaning for us as we
linked the war to the plight of our communities. We
saw the same insensitive and ruthless U.S. govern-
ment spending billions of dollars on a war machine
while eliminating sorely needed social services.

Now it is critical that we rebuild the anti-war
movement. We need to fulfill our duty to stand with
and support other third world peoples’ struggles for
actual democracy and freedom from repression. One
of the important lessons we dare not forget is that we
must oppose all forms of imperialism and consist-
ently support countries, nations, peoples’ struggles
for independence and liberation — whether it takes
the form of opposing the U.S. in Asia or the Soviets in
Afghanistan, deploring the Soviet’s shooting down of
the Korean civilian jetliner, or the recent brutal inva-
sion of Grenada by 6,000 U.S. marines. Grenada, in
particular, is a foreboding signal of Reagan’s re-
newed policy of direct, naked military force and ag-
gression. It is a rehearsal for other possible invasions
in the region. Today, it is more urgent than ever that
we put a stop to the U.S. military intervention in Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean.

The U.S. supports the ruling junta of El Salvador,
and is the primary sponsor and accessory to a
fascist reign of terror. Forty thousand non-
combatants have been abducted, tortured and
murdered in three years, mainly by right wing
paramilitary death squads, government security
forces and the army.

The U.S. also opposes the people of Nicaragua. In
an attempt to destabilize the Sandinista government,
the CIA funded right wing contras’ bombing raids to
destroy fuel pipelines and food supplies. U.S.
nuclear-powered warships holding 16,546 troops
loom ominously off the coast of Nicaragua. The U.S.
has also installed permanent military bases on the
Honduran and Guatemalan borders with 5,000 more
troops and tanks poised to threaten Nicaragua. In
Grenada 3,000 Marines continue the occupation
while the U.S. installs a new colonial regime.

The U.S. role in Viet Nam began in the same way
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No More Viet Nams!

— 1) provided military and financial assistance to a
corrupt and unpopular regime (South Vietnamese
Premier Ky and right wing President D’Aubuisson of
El Salvador's Assembly both admire Adolf Hitler’s
policies); 2) sent in U.S. advisors to train local troops;
3) triggered an "international incident” as a pretext
for direct intervention. The U.S. has budgeted $63
million dollars in 1984 to train the repressive Salva-
doran government and army. .

American tactics in Viet Nam and Central America
are basically the same — My Lai-type massacres; the
use of napalm against civilians; the building of stra-
tegic hamlets. The government is once again trying
to ““win the hearts and minds” of the people through
”QOperation Peace and Well-Being.” It is using the
same rigged elections forcing people to vote under
duress and is instituting the same phony government
land reform programs.

The Salvadoran government is plainly losing the
war because it does not have the support of the
population. The popular guerrilla FMLN army of the
broad-based FDR (Revolutionary Democratic Front)
continues to make gains; their support is growing
rapidly among the rural peasantry.

Recognizing this, the Reagan Administration is up-
ping the ante: reinstating the military draft; en-
couraging the use of mercenaries; increasing the
numbers of U.S. military advisors in El Salvador by
reclassifying job titles and lobbying Congress to send
more; staging “war games;” and training thousands
of brutal ex-National Guardsmen of the deposed
Nicaraguan dictator Somoza. The experience in Viet
Nam reveals the lengths to which the U.S. will go to
maintain hegemony in the name of a global East-
West conflict, to maintain its strategic interests and
overseas investments in its so-called “backyard.”

Viet Nam taught us that small countries can and
will defeat a superpower. The peoples’ legitimate
and indigenous struggles against misery and crushing
poverty is the real issue in El Salvador, all of Central
America, and the Caribbean. Their goals are simply:
social justice, human rights, and self-determination.
Indeed, the backbone of the revolution can be at-
tributed to a firm and fervent commitment of the

people to achieve self-determination. The struggle of
the Central American peoples will triumph over U.S.
imperialism.

But what about our tasks here in the U.S.? As
Reagan and his corporate class prepare to ignite a
regional conflict, we must take a clear stand against
this rapid escalation. Reagan has stopped short of all-
out intervention for only one reason — the massive
opposition here at home (over 70% of the American
public have opposed U.S. intervention in opinion
surveys) and the international outcry against U.S.
foreign policy. There is growing support and sym-
pathy for the guerrillas.

Asian Americans must recognize the horror and
challenge of this new Viet Nam War. We must turn
our revulsion and anger into action. Placed upon us
is a new responsibility to stop U.S. intervention and
build solidarity with the just struggle of the Central
American peoples. Those of us who know the lessons
of Viet Nam must teach others. We can help stop a
Viet Nam War in Central America if we act now — if
we agitate, educate and organize ourselves on cam-
puses and in the communities; if we can pass initia-
tives like Proposition N (San Francisco’s ballot
measure) which called for an end to U.S. military aid
to El Salvador and the withdrawal of U.S. troops. We
can set up house meetings, raise the issue at union
meetings, engage in public demonstrations. Asian
Americans played a special role in protesting the
Viet Nam War by condemning the racist, genocidal
nature of the war which promoted the lie that Asian
lives are cheap. The same racist attitude is being ap-
plied today to the peoples of Central America.

The struggle of the peoples of Central America is a
passionate moral and political commitment to libera-
tion and social justice that touches all Asian Ameri-
cans. It is a cause we need to identify with and sup-
port with all our hearts.

Oppose U.S. Intervention Now! ]

Steve Morozumi is a member of the Bay Area
Asians for Nuclear Disarmament (BAAND) and, the El
Salvador Libre Committee in the San Francisco Bay
Area.
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Thousands of activists have been
jailed, killed, sanctioned for express-
ing their opposition to this repressive
government. Workers disappear for
attempting to organize unions;
priests and nuns working with the
poor and squatters have been har-
assed by the government, a couple
murdered by the military. So, you can
see that the government has had a
history of murdering and silencing
the opposition. Even an international
figure such as Aquino could not be
tolerated by a government whose
weaknesses are being exposed day to
day.

But for some of us in the commu-
nity, we not only point to the Marcos
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government, but (also) to the U.S’s
role in terms of supporting the repres-
sive government of Marcos. In the
past, with the Carter administration,
at least there was some indication
that there was some concern about
human rights in the Philippines. Al-
though it may have been symbolic, it
was certainly documented. Whereas
with the Reagan administration,
there’s been all-out embrace to the
point where Marcos was able to
come and visit the U.S. So this
staunch support from the U.S. gov-
ernment has emboldened the Marcos
regime.

EAST WIND: What interests does

the U.S. government have in the
Philippines?

Beth Rosales: Well, a number of
things. There are two major and stra-
tegic U.S. military bases located in
the country. These bases have been
used as launching pads during the
Viet Nam War. Newspapers have re-
ported that there are 20,000 troops at
this time in Subic Bay being readied
for any heightened military engage-
ment in Lebanon.

Clark Air Force Base and Subic
Naval Base are the two largest U.S.
military bases. The bases are basi-
cally ”springboards for intervention”
in the third world. There are nuclear

Commentary

Keeping The Flame Alive

Masao Suzuki-Bonzo

When former Philippine Sen-
ator Benigno Aquino was
assassinated in Manila on August
21, none of us here knew how events
would unfold. In the six weeks since
then, millions of people have paid
their last respects to Ninoy and
demonstrated their anger at the
Marcos regime. Reagan was forced
to cancel his trip to the Philippines,
and the peso was devalued over
20% as business doubts about Mar-
cos further undermined the Philip-
pines’ sagging economy.

These events have prompted the
largest show of protest in Pilipino
communities throughout the
United States since Marcos de-
clared Martial Law in 1972. At the
same time, efforts of community
activists, like Beth Rosales, must not
be forgotten. They have worked for

L

the past ten years to keep the flame
of concern alive.

Those of us here in the U.S., both
longtime activists and individuals
becoming involved for the first
time, must be prepared for a pro-
tracted struggle, even as we hope
for change coming sooner. We must
be vigilant against the “change of
guards” that would replace Marcos
with new dictator(s). The downfall
of the Marcos regime must be fol-
lowed by the establishment of a
democratic and independent gov-
ernment committed to social jus-
tice in the Philippines.

As the struggle intensifies in the
Philippines, more and more ques-
tions are bound to arise as our
media focuses on the threat of vio-
lence and the “danger of commun-
ism.” Itisimportant to put eventsin
the context of Philippine reality and
not judge them by our own opin-
ions, whether for or against.

Our task here is the U.S. is not to

determine what party is “best’” for
the Philippines (of course, we will
have our own opinions} but to unite

all who can be united to support the

self-determination of the people of
the Philippines — including the
right to determine their own tactics
(violence/non-violence), form of
government and ideology.

Our support work for the Philip-
pines liberation struggle should not
be pitted against the day-to-day
work in our communities for ade-
quate and accessible social services
and education, against racist immi-
gration laws, etc. Those of us work-
ing on these issues should draw in-
spiration from our sisters and
brothers in the Philippines. Our sup-
port for the total elimination of U.S.
aid to Marcos is part and parcel of
our general efforts to change the
U.S. government’s priority from
funding dictatorships and a massive
war machine to meeting peoples’
needs.
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weapons stored in Clark and Subic.
These weapons place the Philippines
as a target for a nuclear war between
the superpowers. The social costs of
the bases are also dear to our people.
Girls as young as eleven become
prostitutes because of their sur-
roundings and perpetual poverty
that their families find themselves in.
Drug trafficking and black market
are brisk operations causing per-
meating corrupt and illicit lifestyles.

Of course, there are other inter-
ests. The U.S. multinational corpora-
tions have raped the Philippines. The
Marcos regime has welcomed the
‘multinational corporations to the
Philippines. The Philippines is rich
with natural resources: copper min-
ing and huge pineapple plantations.
The Filipino people have been a ma-
jor source of cheap labor. . ..

EAST WIND: What kind of demands
are being put out to the U.S. govern-
ment from the community?

Beth Rosales: There’s a call for the for-
mation of an international independ-
ent commission, different from the
commission that was put together

by Marcos which was composed of
judges and politicians loyal to the
government. Also, people are calling
for the reconsideration in Congress
of the $900 million military aid pack-
age which is for the U.S. bases in the
Philippines.

EAST WIND: Aquino was going back
home in hopes of achieving national
reconciliation. Do you think that
there is any possibility of this?

Beth Rosales: There can be no recon-
ciliation with a government that has
been at war with its own people.
Aquino was only one of thousands of
Filipinos murdered to squelch their
efforts toward a democratic govern-
ment. When you have a government
which allows interests of foreign na-
tions such as the United States, Japan
and Germany before the interests
and well-being of its people, then
there can be no reconciliation.

EAST WIND: What do you think is go-
ing to happen?

Beth Rosales: A broad coalition of
the various parties, opposition

groups, sectoral representatives
from the workers, students, church,
businesses have called for Marcos to
step down followed by a caretaker
government until such time that
democratic elections can be held.
The people are calling for the return
of democratic processes in selecting
government representatives, unlike
the Batasang Pambansa (National
Assembly), handpicked by Marcos.

My concern is that Marcos may re-
sign, but then his government might
be replaced by something similar, or
there could be a military junta which
would be much more repressive and
oppressive than the current govern-
ment. It would be basically a change
of guards and the interests of the U.S.
would still be primary. A

For us here in the U.S., we must
strive to do our share in assisting our
people’s desire and courageous ac-
tions towards a democratic govern-
ment. We cannot just sit idly and
allow the Reagan administration to
continue to staunchly support an un-
popular, illegitimate and oppressive
regime.

KENT S. HORI

ATTORNEY AT LAW
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By Ken Mochizuki

I n Seattle, Washington, jazz pian-
ist Deems Tsutakawa could be as
much of a household name as his
father — internationally recognized
sculptor George Tsutakawa. For the
past 14 years, Deems Tsutakawa has
gigged in just about every local enter-
tainment establishment. If there was
live music at any Asian American
community event, Deems was
usually there, playing with local
Asian American musicians he
rounded up at the time. Now, his own
album, “Deems,” is out. “No home is
complete without one of these,” he
has said and will say when seated be-

hind the piano, holding up his album
between songs during nightclub en-
gagements. Deems Tsutakawa knows
he has to hustle the record he
produced.

At age five, while waiting for rides
to kindergarten, Deems. Tsutakawa
started playing on a neighbor’s piano.
Realizing the interest, his mother
bought the piano and he studied clas-
sical music until age15. Duringjunior
high and high school, Tsutakawa got
hooked on jazz and the Black soul
music that was popular during the
'60s. He formed his own group with
fellow classmates, composing ori-
ginal material and playing school
lunches, assemblies, and dances.

“It hit me hard in an assembly one

day,”” Tsutakawa remembered.
“Everybody was going crazy after we
played, and then | decided, ‘l want to
do this.””

Tsutakawa continued studying at
the University of Washington and lis-
tened to jazz pianists like Ramsey
Lewis, McCoy Tyner, Keith Jarrett,
Oscar Petersen, and Chick Corea. 1
collected their albums and studied
them every day and listened to every
note they played and tried to repro-
duce what | could,” he said.

Then Tsutakawa hit the road to be-
come a professional musician. He
vividly remembers one job:

1 was playing at this club in 1daho
with an all white band. Some people
came in and started yelling, ‘Get that

Jang is Coming!

Be on the lookout for Jon Jang’s new album,
"“Are You Chinese or Charlie Chan,” which will be
released on RPM Records in 1984. The album is
dedicated to Vincent Chin, Mrs. Chin, and “all
Asian brothers and sisters who are struggling to-
gether to create a better world for all people.”

The album includes ““Are You Chinese or
Charlie Chan/East Wind” written by Jon Jang as
well as two compositions, “Sheng Illusion” and
"Wazu’s March,” written by Mark 1zu. Rounding
out the album are the standards, “Mood Indigo”
and "“You Don’t Know What Love ls.” The album
promises to be a dynamic expression of Asian
American jazz, fusing influences from the Afro-
American jazz tradition, traditional Asian music

(using sheng and taiko drums on some
selections), and Asian American soul. Featured
players include: Jon )ang, piano; Anthony Brown,
multiple percussion; Mark 1zu, bass/sheng; Cash
Killion, cello; Francis Wong, tenor saxophone;
Fred Wei-han Houn, baritone saxophonefhorn ar-
rangements; Randy Senzaki, alto saxophone;
George Sams, trumpet/vocals; Woody Ichiyasu,
vocals; Bob Matsueda, the bad ““rapp;”’ Jose
Alarcon, Gary Tsujimoto, and Roy Hirabayashi,
taiko drums.

Check it out! Write to RPM Records, P.O. Box
42373, San Francisco, CA 94101 for more
information.
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POETRY

Rebirth of Wounded Knee

Once Black Elk, a thin reed Holy man
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe
Roamed the Black Hills in South Dakota
And spilled wild winter snow-tales
"of another world.”

One day Black Elk painted his face red
and charged the soldiers with
his sacred bow
Bullets passed right by him
like the wind.

Loves War and Iron Wasichu were around then
iooking down from Pine Ridge —
The gun fire was loud and clear

The shooting below Pine Ridge
carried thru the wind and echoed
A thousand winter battles in the rain
like wild spirits shooting across
The vast plains.

The Sacred burial ground lies south
of Pine Ridge
And stretched far east and west.

Where is the Wichsha Wakan
roaming around now?

Why is she not around Wounded Knee
breaking the spirits loose?

LISTEN TO THE CRIES OF WOUNDED KNEE
LISTEN TO THE CRIES OF WOUNDED KNEE

14 EAST WIND

The heavy guns shattered
women and children

The Wakan-Tanka spirit is more
than just grass bending in
The mind of a Lakota

A handful of buffalo dung
has more spirit
Than a hundred thousand white men.

““A THUNDER BEING NATION | AM, | HAVE SAID
A THUNDER BEING NATION | AM, | HAVE SAID
YOU SHALL LIVE
YOU SHALL LIVE
YOU SHALL LIVE
YOU SHALL LIVE”

Red blood Lakota faces
mount your wild horses
Charge with your sacred bows
drive the white man out
of your sacred ground.

Come rescue your people
grab their hands
Wrap their naked bodies with
a thousand summer buffalo hides

One hundred winters ago
a Wakan woman
Appeared to two Lakotas
hunting for game around Wounded Knee.

The Lakotas’ eyes ran wild
after the Wakan woman’s body
The beauty of the Wakan woman
bends a thousand cedar trees
And is like a thunderbolt
inside a Lakota’s mind . ..
Splitting open hidden mountain-red desires
and rising like one-hundred foot waves
Pushing up like jagged mountains —
touching the heavens
And flaming like a hundred volcanoes.



The Wakan woman turned one Lakota
into a sand bag of winter bones

And the snakes swallowed him up —
even in the wind the bones did not rattle

The Wakan woman told the other pure flowing water
mind Lakota — with fresh grass-rain tongue

To carry the message to Hehlokecha Hajin.

the burning red warriors swallowed
the Wakan-Tanka spirit
and they were proud and strong
women sang a thousand songs
to the great spirit
then bundled their little ones
in buffalo skin
waited for their men
to return from battle
so the feast can begin

after the [ong battle
a spring mouthful of buffalo meat —
then swallow the full moon

the white man has sucked onto
the sioux indians peace pipe
too long
too long
now the white buffalo cow woman has blossomed

flowering from
a steel gun barrel
remembering —
THE STONE COLD-1890 MASSACRE
OF WOUNDED KNEE

LISTEN TO THE CRIES OF WOUNDED KNEE

like a broken autumn kinoki branch
falling on the wet grass
red blood cries pulled
down blue skies
sioux-mohawk-navaho-hopi arrows
burnt the dark night pain
one hundred seasons of buffalo-silence
hidden underneath the white man’s gun
sharp apache winds echoed
hunting memories buried deep
buckskins flapped
in a crying sacred grave
alcatraz tales pound
like a giant rock drum
the sound of a thousand whitetail deer.

The autumn battle alone is sad
Bitter cold winter

Frozen hands and feet of children
break in the snow.

Spring battles bring nothing

but hollow-splintered pain
And what good is summer

when the grasses are plentiful
And the buffalo is gone

A full stomach is worth more
Than dead grass.

Storm over Pine Ridge

across the creek to Wounded Knee
Lakotas-Lakotas-Lakotas-Lakotas-Lakotas
Lakotas-Lakotas-Lakotas-Lakotas-Lakotas

The spirit of Black Elk
grows strong in the warriors heart
Let the northern geese circle round
Wounded Knee
and cool the spring pain.

The Wakan-Tanka spirit lives mountain strong

in trees, grass, mountains, rivers & streams —
Once this white buffalo cow woman

carried the Sacred pipe to the Sioux

It is saidthat the white buffalo cow woman
will appear again
At the end of this “world.”

The Sacred pipe will bring back 300 dead
Sioux Indians
Massacred in Wounded Knee

The Ghost Dance will not be empty of
crying winds
Whirling inside a blazing Sioux’s mind.
Laughing spirits will rise
and grow wild corn
And the buffalo will come to life.

Al Robles
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Asian American Students

College — atime for learning, growth and struggle.
Packed into four or five short years is the stuff
that shapes the future of each new generation of Asian
students. College is like an intensive preparatory
course on life; hopes and aspirations are shaped, self-
identity is molded, political views are crystallized, and
commitments are forged.

Above all, college is a time of struggle. There is the
classroom struggle — surviving through the next set of
exams; the social struggle — in search of friendship in
the jungle that is the University; finding one’s self in the
historical struggle — learning of the history of oppres-
sion and resistance that is the story of Asians in Amer-
ica; coping with today’s societal realities — searching
for solutions to pervasive racism and injustice; and for
each of us, tackling the many personal struggles in-
volved in mapping out our futures, solidifying our
values, and making our commitments.

In this issue’s FOCUS section, we hear from students

themselves describing the struggles and prescribing di-
rections. Some of the major concerns on the minds of
Asian students today are wrestled with — we hear from
a leading activist in the student movement talk about
the current struggle on the campuses for educational
rights; four students give their viewpoints on choices
and implications for that biggest of questions — ca-
reers and commitment; Asian men and women talk
about relationships and interracial dating; student ac-
tivists give us the inside line on prominent Asian stu-
dent organizations on the campus scene today.

These articles cannot hope to paint a complete pic-
ture of the broad diversity among Asian students today.
But they can give us some sense of the climate on the
campuses, as a reflection of developments in society
overall. And as Asian students come to establish their
place in society and in the community, they can give us
some insight into the future of the Asian Movement
whichthey inherit. O

Erich Nakano
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A Look At Today’s Asian
Pacific Student Movement

By Erich Nakano

I he contemporary Asian Pacific
student movement has been

growing and developing in step with
the changes that have occurred on
the campus and in society since the
late 60’s. Today, the economic crisis,
Reagan and the conservative tide of
the 80’s have brought the Asian Pa-
cific student movement face to face
with many urgent challenges.

What is the Asian Pacific student
movement today? Alongside the
Asian Student Unions and Asian Pa-
cific Student Alliances born in the
early 70’s are growing numbers of na-
tionality organizations — Chinese
Student Associations (CSA), Korean
Student Associations (KSA), Pilipino
student organizations, etc. Many of
these groups reflect the particular
social and cultural needs of the rising
immigrant populations which, on
many campuses, comprise over 50%
of the Asian student populations. The
growing immigrant sector includes

Vietnamese, Cambodian, and other:

Asian nationalities.

There are also countless career-
related organizations and service
groups including pre-med, engineer-
ing, and pre-law Asian student clubs.

The level of inter-campus organ-
ization has grown as well. Broad net-
works of Asian student organizations
like the East Coast Asian Student
Union, a network in the Midwest, and
the Asian Pacific Student Union on
the West Coast help to amplify and
unify the voice of Asian students.
Also growing are networks and ties
among the CSA’s, the KSA’s and Pili-
pino student organizations.

The diversity and the myriad of ac-
tivities give the Asian Pacific student
movement its vitality and strength.

20 EAST WIND

“The Asian Pacific
student movement
today is part of the
new generation con-
Jronting the chal-
lenges of the move
to the right in
society.”’

The situation on the campuses
mirrors many of the contradic-
tions in society overall. The eco-
nomic crisis and tightening job
crunch are felt by everyone. The pres-
sure to make the grades is ever-
present; the uncertainty of the future
is in the back of everyone’s mind.
This high pressure climate is ulti-
mately rooted in the fundamental
changes taking place in education to-
day. The concept of a “liberal edu-
cation” — learning about and crit-
ically examining the society and the
world — has been all but thrown out
of the window. In education today,
anything that doesn’t specifically
meet corporate high-tech skill, re-
search and managerial needs, or that
doesn’t help to crank up the U.S. mili-
tary machine is seen as a “luxury.”
Emphasis is on the sciences, engi-
neering and "computer literacy”
with the social sciences generally
taking more and more of a back seat.

This has meant tightening the
screws and closing the doors to edu-
cation Third World students had
fought so hard to open during the
early 70’s. Skyrocketing fees, cuts in
special admissions and other Third
World programs, and an increasingly
intense academic “weeding out”
process are leading towards a virtual
exclusion of all but a handful of
Black and Latino students from
higher education. For Asians, these
attacks have made it harder for work-
ing class families to send their chil-
dren to college.

The conservative political climate
throughout society has not left the
campuses untouched either. Some
university administrators and faculty
don’t even bother to come off as lib-
erals. An elitist, often cutthroat aca-
demic atmosphere is encouraged.
The word is: some will make it, and
some won’t, so you had better make
sure “number one’’ comes first.

Right wing forces have been grow-
ing in strength on the campuses as
well as often organizing through the
rejuvenated fraternity system, stu-
dent governments, campus newspa-
pers, and through publications like
the Dartmouth Review,a conserva-
tive journal.

Finally, we find on the campuses
the rise of more blatant racism. In-
deed, this too starts with the changes
in the educational system itself —
with the racist nature of the attacks
on Third World programs like Ethnic
Studies, with the exclusion of Third
World students from education.

Racism towards Asians is often a
double-edged sword. On one hand,
we find “‘success story’”” and “model
minority” mythology rampant in the
classrooms and the campuses, gloss-
ing over the actual oppression and
worsening conditions of the masses
of Asian people.
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By Hope Nakamura
and Paul Lee

“My own involvement in the Asian
student movement was based on my
desire to find out what being Sansei
meant. Being involved in APSU not
only helped me learn about my peo-
ple, it also gave me a clearer purpose
for my education. | now see myself as
part of the Asian Pacific communities
and the struggle for equality that all
Third World people are involved
with.”

— Hope Nakamura

“limmigrated from Hong Kong eight
years ago. Within the short time | got
involved in APSU, | learned the strug-
gles | went through as an ‘F.0.B.” are
struggles shared by other Asian stu-
dents. Seeing and talking to these stu-
dents helped me to realize that Ameri-
can-born Asians share those struggles.
APSU can help us develop our com-
mon Asian identity and the role we
play in society.”

— Paul Lee
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N ew students often ask us
about the purpose of the
Asian Pacific Student Union (APSU).
Our usual reply is that we are a com-
munications network made up of
over 20 Asian Pacific student groups
in California. APSU promotes the
sharing of ideas, resources and expe-
riences so we can support and learn
from each other’s activities and
struggles.

We trace APSU’s roots back to the
turbulent 60’s and early 70’s. It is not
easy for young people like ourselves
to remember or understand that pe-
riod. It was a time when Asian Pacific
students joined other Third World
students nationwide demanding ac-
cess to higher education, rather than
access to the front lines of the Viet
Nam War. Students brought the
growing awareness of our people’s
ongoing struggle for equality and jus-
tice from communities onto the cam-
puses to form Asian student organi-
zations. Much of what APSU stands
for today is a legacy from that early

period.

APSU itself was founded in 1978,
out of a period when the issue of the
day was the Bakke Decision — which
threatened affirmative action, spe-
cial admissions, and many of the
gains students had won in the 60’s.
Thousands of students, joining with
Third World communities were or-
ganizing between campuses, across
the state, and across the country
against the Bakke Decision. Out of
the excitement and ties that devel-
oped between Asian student groups
came the birth of APSU.

Since then, we’ve come alongway.
APSU has put on major annual con-
ferences drawing hundreds of Asian
students together to discuss and act
upon important issues and interests.
In the regionals — Southern Cal, Sac-
ramento, Bay Area, South Bay — a
wide range of social, cultural and ed-
ucational activities have involved
many more. Community activism has
been a big part of APSU all along.

We've found strength in numbers,
whether in brainstorming on activities









ECASU:

Strength Through
Collective Action

By Lynn Yokoe

We could say that the East
Coast Asian Student Union
(ECASU) began in 1978, but that
wouldn’t be historically accurate.
We could trace its origins to the Asian
nationality clubs of the 30’s and 40’s
but that would take too long. It
makes more sense toexamine ECASU
as an outgrowth of the Asian student
movement of the late 60’s and early
70’s.

The now-legendary 60’s coined
and popularized slogans like “Asian
Unity” and “yellow power.” Inspired
by the Black liberation movement,
the Asian peoples’ movements grew,
reaching across nationality lines and
into communities, workplaces and
campuses. New Asian student organi-
zations emerged out of the struggle
for Asian representation on the col-
lege campuses. They forged the way
for Asian Studies — the right to learn
about our people’s history and con-
tributions. These new groups gave an
organizational form for the Asian stu-
dent movement to continue and
grow. By combining political activ-
ism with services, educational pro-
grams, social and cultural events,
they involved students from diverse
backgrounds and with all kinds of in-
terests. Inter-campus activities were
part of the picture from the begin-
ning but these activities were
sporadic and limited.

The late 70’s drew the campus or-
ganizations together as activists
looked for answers to increased cut-
backs on minority programs, the
dropping Asian admissions rate, and

the “reverse discrimination” ration-
ale for attacks on Third World peo-
ple. The conservative trend in society
was seeing its impact on the cam-
puses. On the East Coast, the Inter-
Collegiate Liaison Committee (ICLC)
formed in reaction to the Bakke issue
to bring together Asian students and
insure the continuation of minority
programs. Out of this motion came
the 1978 Unity conference at
Princeton University where ECASU
was founded with regions in the Mid-
Atlantic and New England areas. The
founding of ECASU was followed by
the development of the Asian Pacific
Student Union (APSU) on the West
Coast and the Mid West Asian Pacific
American Student Association Net-
work (MAPASAN). These networks
heightened the consciousness of the
Asian student movement, raised the
level of organization, and set a strong
basis for collective action.

W ith the birth of ECASU, Asian
students saw that their cam-
pus clubs were part of a broader and
larger motion. ECASU allowed activ-
ists and memberships to communi-
cate through newsletters and jour-
nals. Through East Coast-wide meet-
ings, they exchanged lessons and
campus and community resources,
and deepened their analysis and
strategy for tackling the problems
facing Asian students. Cultural pride,
combatting isolation for the distant
clubs, equal access to the campus for
Asians, community awareness and
support, unity with Third World and
other progressive struggles are both
our past and current themes.

ECASU coordinated Asian History
Month as Asian student groups spon-

sored events on their campuses
throughout the East Coast every No-
vember. Opposition to the infamous
Bakke decision’s ““reverse discrimi-
nation” cry, where affirmative action
and special admissions for minorities
were labeled as discriminatory
against whites, became a focal point
of the clubs and therefore, of ECASU.
The campaign to save C.C.N.Y.’s
Asian American Studies Dept. — the
only one remaining on the entire East
Coast — received letters of support
and hundreds of petitions from as far
away as Oberlin, Ohio. Huge dances
and cultural events introduced a new
era of fundraising and “Asians get-
ting together.” Conferences of over
200 people gave the movement a
sense of its own significance and
breadth.

At last year’s Mid-Atlantic confer-
ence, many remarks reflected why
scores of organizations join ECASU:
“|'ve never seen so many Asians all
together in my life.”” /1 never realized
we could have such an impact on col-
lege admissions policies. | always
thought — we’re only students, what
can we do?”’ Our ““Asian Students In
Action” conference urged new stu-
dents to become active in their clubs
and in their communities. It stressed
the need to train ourselves as leader-
ship, define our own destinies, and
continue to contribute to our move-
ment. The conference was particu-
larly significant in reaffirming the
goals and direction of ECASU: it was
the Mid-Atlantic’s first since a splitin
1978.

Inthe fall of 1978, the Mid-Atlantic
region of ECASU separated from
New England, and by the following
spring, ceased functioning. These
events were initiated by a small
group of individuals in the Mid-
Atlantic who failed to work towards
unity in the face of different opinions
on how to build the network. Instead
of trying to resolve the questions in
an open and principled manner, they
launched personal attacks on two
representatives with whom they dis-
agreed. Innuendo, suspicion and dis-
trust predominated. Forexample, one
rep was publicly browbeaten for try-
ing to“sabotage the newsletter” when
his article was two days late. Two en-
tire organizations were locked out of
the meeting which decided to kick out
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ECASU IN MOV

FVIENT

By Lydia Lowe

We packed six or seven bodies
per rented car and drove
west on the Massachusetts Turnpike.

The leaves were still green along
the Pike. We talked about courses
and homework, fall plans for the
Asian clubs, dorm food, the global
situation, inter-campus gossip and re-
development in Boston Chinatown.
Somewhere around Chicopee, a
freshperson from Harvard remarked,
“I've never seen a Chinatown. What
are they like?”

It was the fall semester’s first meet-
ing of the East Coast Asian Student
Union/New England . . .

Founded in 1978, the East Coast
Asian Student Union/New England
(ECASUINE) is a network of Asian stu-
dent organizations from about 15
campuses in the central New England
states of Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
We work to strengthen the Asian stu-
dent movement by strengthening the
campus clubs as social, cultural, po-
litical and educational outlets.

Interest in ECASU might just as
often grow from personal curiosity as
from collective outreach. But for
suburbanites and townies alike, “‘get-
ting involved” is a learning process
— bringing us together, organizing
for action, involving us in the lives
and struggles of our peoples.

This academic year, ECASU is
coordinating efforts to increase
Asian admissions to the university.
Our fall semester Asian College Day
complemented the recruitment work
of individual campus groups and
helped Boston’s youth examine alter-
natives for their futures. The week-
end included a workshop for college
students on the history and status of
Asian admissions, reminding us why
we’ve held College Day every fall for
six years. Throughout the year, an Ad-
missions Task Force will compile and
publish the statistics from the cam-
puses in an East Coast analysis of the

issues. This much-needed manual
will bare the story of declining admis-
sion rates and anti-Asian biases too
long glossed over by the “model mi-
nority” image. (For a sneak preview,
see ""Admissions: Impossible’ in
Bridge, Vol. 8, No. 3.)

Asian American Spirit, a collection
of original graphics and writings from
ECASU’s member campuses, is in its
second year of publication.

Our Spring 1984 conference will be
held at Brown University in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, this March.
Jointly sponsored by the Mid-
Atlantic and New England ECASUs,
the conference will merge the two
regions into a functioning East Coast-
wide network, separated since 1978.
Scheduled events include workshops
and speakers on admissions and an
expertly D)’ed party.

With a lot of new blood and a
strong constitution, it looks like a
goodyearfor ECASU. O

Lydia Lowe is a student at UMass-
Boston and active in the East Coast
Asian Student Union/New England.

By Mae Lee

T he ECASU, Mid-Atlantic and the
ECASU, New England are now
in the middle of organizing their first
joint conference which will take
place March, 1984. The conference
will link up the two regions and pro-
mote even greater unity among the
different sectors of students on the
East Coast. The past three years have
been very exciting and busy ones for
the ECASU Mid-Atlantic. We have
concentrated our efforts on attract-
ing as many students as possible from
many different schools.

We have also worked very hard to
strengthen the ties that have devel-

oped between member organiza-
tions through activities such as the
Asian Spring Festival. The individual
members in ECASU have also been
strengthened. In the upcoming year,
we will continue to work along these
lines and in addition to that, there are
still questions that we need to ad-
dress even more.

Here on the East Coast the student
make-up is very diverse. There are
many immigrants as well as Asian
Americans. The City University of
New York and the State University of
New York are two of the largest net-
works of public schools in this coun-
try. There are thousands of Asian stu-
dents who attend these schools. In-
creased tuition and cutbacks in fi-
nancial aid and bilingual education
make it more important than ever for
ECASU to try even harder in encour-
aging immigrant and working class
students to become active in their
Asian student organization and in
ECASU. Through learning from the
differences we can continue to ad-
dress and meet the needs of the
students. There is a greater need to
unite immigrant and American born
students, students from private
schools and public schools. There is
also a need to draw in more groups
like the Chinese Students Associa-
tion and Korean Students Associa-
tion as well as the Asian American
Student Associations.

For ECASU this will mean organiz-
ing events and programs that will
enable all students to work together.
We will need to find out the interests
and goals of immigrant students and
students from the city and state
schools. Through workshops, group
discussions and talks on a one-to-one
basis, we want to be able to bring out
these differentideas and tobe able to
understand each other better. (]

Mae Lee is a graduate student in
Engineering at City College of New
York and on the steering committee of
the ECASU, Mid-Atlantic.
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Fighting For Our
Educational Rights

Interview with Karen Umemoto, Asian student activist

EAST WIND: How did you become in--

volved in the Asian student move-
ment and in the educational rights
campaign?

Karen Umemoto: | grew up thinking
that Asians have made it and that |
should join them. In Gardena, Cali-
fornia, which has the largest concen-
tration of Japanese Americans on the
mainland, the mayor, city council-
men, many small business owners,
my high school counselor, and even
our state senator were all Japanese
Americans . .. what more could we
ask? . ... At least that’s what they
want us to think.

I heard about evictions happening
in Little Tokyo. Longtime residents
were kicked out of their homes to
make way for big business from
Japan. | was pretty outraged by the
fact that there was clearly a need for
more decent, low-income housing for
the community, and here they were
building an expensive tourist hotel.
So | got more involved in the issue
through the Little Tokyo People’s
Rights Organization. | started taking
some Asian American Studies classes
and realized a lot of other things
about Asian people. Mainly that,
sure, we may have some token repre-
sentation, but we have no real politi-
cal power or equality in this country.
| learned of battered wives of U.S.
servicemen, INS raids of Japanese
restaurants, cuts insocial service pro-
grams, racist Supreme Court rulings
like the Bakke decision, and U.S. sup-
port for the only remaining apartheid
government of South Africa. |
couldn’t understand how they could
say Asians, or any one else for that
matter, have “made it.” Not only are
there many Asian people living
below poverty level, but we as a
whole don’t have real say over the
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economic, social, or political condi-
tions we live under.

A couple of years ago, another
wave of cuts started coming down on
education to the point that today,
education is considered one of the
biggest statewide issues in California.
For Asian people, this was really im-
portant because we always fought
hard and worked hard to get an edu-
cation. Not only the right to go to

“With ethnic
studies teaching us
our history . . . we
threaten them with
becoming more
than mere ‘‘good
workers,”’ but peo-
ple conscious of our
identity and willing
to take charge over
our future.’’

school, but our right to learn about
our history, struggles and contribu-
tions of Asian people came only after
mass protest. Now, even those basic
rights are threatened and we can’t af-
ford to let the government and uni-
versity boards turn back the clock. A
lot of us in the Asian Student Union at

San Francisco State looked into what
was happening and got involved. We
felt that as students we should take
up the educational rights issue and
take it up as part of our struggle for
democratic rights, full equality and
political power and to improve the
lives of the majority of our people.

EAST WIND: How are educational
policies affecting Asian students?

Karen Umemoto: | think it’s affecting
us in a number of ways: fee increases
are changing the class composition
of students and we’re seeing more ex-
clusively middle class and upper
middle class Asian students in the
universities. At the same time that
fees are rising, financial aid is being
cut. At San Francisco State, one-third
of all Asian students are on some
form of financial aid. On top of this,
the Solomon Amendment requires
proof of draft registration for all
draft-age men, before they’ll release
the money. A lot of low-income stu-
dents are being driven out of school
and many of them into the military.

Changing admissions policies are
cutting out Asian students, too. This
last year, the U.C. Board of Regents
tried to cut Pilipinos out of affirma-
tive action. This year, the California
University and Colleges (CSUC)
board of trustees is trying to under-
mine the Educational Opportunities
Program (EOP), the special admis-
sions program that admits students
who don’t meet the regular admis-
sions requirements. They’re also rais-
ing entrance requirements. | know
that at the Cal State universities, they
raised the English requirement to
four years of English not including
ESL. They’re putting more emphasis
on standardized test scores. Some in-
ner city high schools don’t even offer






thing. We're all trying to figure it out,
and | think we’re learning a lot. The
whole conservative trend in the
country is making it harder in gen-
eral. People have to work more, are
under pressure from parents to stick
to the books and the four-year plan,
and there’s more competition. Edu-
cation is so narrow; people don’t
readily understand the significance
of the struggle and general inequali-
ties that we face and that they’ll even
face after they graduate. So a lot of
our task is to re-educate. Find out
more information on what is happen-
ing on our campuses and in our com-
munities and let students know. We
need to figure out how people can
get involved, given the time that they
have. We need to encourage a lot of
discussion; that’s the only way peo-
ple can learn and even evaluate
what’s important to their own lives
and figure out how to change things,
especially when there’s so much indi-
vidualism promoted on campus . ..
it’s all-out for Number One . ... We
have to promote more camaraderie
and collectivity . ... If one is une-

qual, we’re all unequal.

The struggle for educational rights
has to be built in a broad way so that
it not only raises the issue of educa-
tion, but the issue of equality and po-
litical power for Asian people in gen-
eral. To do this, we should link up dif-
ferent issues happening in our com-
munities with educational rights so
peopleseeit’s all justone basic strug-
gle. Bringing in community support
for ethnic studies and EOP can help in
this. The campaign should be waged
in a creative way, too, building a sense
of pride in our history and heritage
and a sense of justice in what we're
fighting for. We should also tap the
creativity of Asian students on cam-
pus, using culture to express our feel-
ings and views.

Sometimes it's not that easy, espe-
cially bucking a system that doesn’t
serve our needs. Sometimes people
resign themselves to feeling power-

less. | feel that way sometimes, but .

it'’s a fact that those who control the

universities and colleges are few and -

they can’t run them without the
students. The same is true for society

at large. So for those concerned, we
have to all try to collectively figure
out how we can make change. It’s a
critical time all the way around and
as students, it is hard to get a well-
rounded education, confront ques-
tions of society and get involved in
making needed change. Sure, there
are some activists who have become
cynical, but it is also a fact that
people have always made change,
from the time of slavery until today.
Sometimes it seems slow or non-
monumental, but it is up to us to
figure it out or speed it up. Getting to
know people, figuring out how to in-
corporate the positive ideas that they
have, and collectively come up with
ideas to build the movement and ef-
fect progressive change is key. Build-
ing broad, mass organizations is im-
portant to facilitate the collective
discussion and action. O

Karen Umemoto is anactivist in the
Asian Pacific Student Union. She is
currently a graduate studentat UCLA.

SU

ASIAN/PACIFIC
STUDENT UNION

NorCal (415) 642-6728
SoCal (213) 283-3602

THE CALIFORNIA STATE
ASIAN STUDENT NETWORK

FIFTH PREFERENCE ASIAN HORIZONS

%%U[NJTE[@E@@[INT MERUT&@E[N]%EEE LEIKS Iﬁf{;\l}g@
MMU D
E@M@Aﬂ@m VINCENT CHIN
ET[HJ[N]U@ ST[U]@U[E@ ROOTS CHOL SOOLEE

7 TULE LAKE
FIFTH PREFERENCE N HORIZONS
GCOUNTERPOINT HERITAGE WEEK APSU
COMMUNITY FAIZE /7 7 ISLAND
EDUCATIONAL RIGTWS? V| T CHIN
ETHNIC STUDIES ROOTS CHOL SOOLEE
REDRESS/REPARATIONS TULE LAKE

A sian

tudent

UC BERKELEY ASIAN STUDENT UNION
505 Eshleman Hall Berkeley 94720

30 EAST WIND



















































By Taiji Miyagawa

Yes No

__ Asian men, do you feel
yourselves being con-
stantly rejected by
Asian women?

. ____ Asian women, do you cESH
feel that Asian men are

insecure wimps?

3.______ Asian men, do you P
think Asian women are k;

too inhibited and that Interracwlf}g; "

i ier? ::‘. B s e
Whlte women are sexier¢ %&?‘5&. ,ﬁwﬁ.ﬁ'@'ﬁ%ﬁfmﬁmﬁﬁgﬁiﬁ

.—__ ___ Asian women, do you
feel that Asian men are
domineering, and that
white men are more
liberated?

5. ShouldAsiansdate and
marry Asians just be-
cause of ethnic back-
ground?

6. If your grandmother
tells you not to marry a
white person, does that
mean she’s a racist?

[

Ui

|
W/I}ll‘,'mm
Ask an Asian (especially a mem- §
ber of the younger generation)
what they think about Asians dating
whites and you can be sure that if the
issue is pressed and discussion pur-
sued, emotions will quickly shift into
fourth gear. Interracial dating/mar-
riage stands out as a hot topic on
campus and in the Asian communi-
ties because of the fact that there ex-
ists a high rate of interracial dating
between Asians and whites. Some
studies have indicated that for Japa-
nese Americans and Pilipino Ameri-
cans, outmarriage actually super-
cedes intra-nationality marriage. If
present outmarriage trends continue,
what is to become of ‘“Asian
America” two or three generations
from now? For younger Asians this
issue has to do with how one sees
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her/himself and how one sees
her/himself fitting into U.S. society.

When confronted with the ques-
tion of why so many Asians date and
marry whites, one finds that there are
no simple “check-one-box-only” an-
swers. Each individual case of mixed
dating/marriage is different. How-
ever, there must be some explanation
for a phenomenon which can be la-
belled as a “trend.” Perhaps we can
recognize some possible common
factors which in combination help to
promote interracial (white) dating.

This article is not intended to be an
exhaustive analysis of the interracial
dating patterns among Asians so
much as an effort to help promote
healthy debate and discussion. My
sentiments run counter to those who
see dating and outmarriage with
whites as being a progressive motion.
I feel more favorable about intra-
Asian nationality relationships. This
isn’t because I believe in “preserving
a purity of blood,” but because in the
larger societal context, | see that the
basis for this high rate of interracial
dating and marriage is Asian inequal-
ity and white racist rationales. This
view is different than one which
would explain things in terms of “free
choice love.”

From the day we are born in this
country (and also in colonized
countries like the Philippines or pre-
viously defeated ones like Japan), we
are taught that the standard of
beauty for humans is the tall white
man and the robust white female
(preferably blonde at that). Accept-
ing these standards makes life con-
fusing and difficult for Asians. Not
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WHAT You SeEe.
1S NOT ALWAMS
WHAT You GET!

-

too many Asian males can grow to be
6’ 3" with round blue eyes, looking
like Robert Redford. Likewise, it is
hopeless for the majority of Asian
women to try and compete to be
whiter than white. And yet some of us
wear platform shoes (or at least
thicker heels) and padded bras. If we
can’t acceptwho and what we are be-
cause someone is telling us that we
don’t match the standard, we're go-
ing to end up hating ourselves and
each other.

Asian males are consistently por-
trayed in the popular entertainment
media either as passive second
bananas to white males (Hawaii Five-
O, Star Trek, Charlie Chan movies,
Quincy, etc.) or as sinister, insensi-
tive, villainous chauvinists (Fu Man-
chu, the brutal husbands in Shogun,
etc.). In other works, Asian men are
cast in unrealistic stereotypical and

one dimensional molds or as flatly in-
ferior to whites. (This holds true for
Third World men in general). The
prevalent stereotype on campus, pro-
moted by the campaign against Japa-
nese imports and runaway shops in
Asia, is that of the quiet, hard-
working, robot-like Asian with thick
glasses and a calculator for a mind.

For Asian sisters who have been in-
fluenced by these images, the ten-
dency will be to “go for the white
ideal.” This ““desirability” (plus the
fact that white men earn more than
Asian men) implies that Asian men
are “undesirable.” Hence, these
women end up in a place where they
don’t know what they’re missing.

Asian men contribute to their
““undesirability’’ by sometimes
responding to these media contriv-
ances in a way which only aggravates
the situation. Some brothers end up.
overcompensating and capitulating
to male chauvinist posturing (“like
maybe | need to be more macho
...”"). Some of this domineering atti-
tude also has roots in the Asian feu-
dal tradition. I’'ve heard women com-
plain about their fathers and how
they treat their mothers, and the
mothers tell me that the grandfather
was worse. Obviously, Asian men
have to change this.

The Asianwoman conversely faces
a double oppression; she is looked
upon by white men as being subser-
vient both by way of race and gender.
This double oppression manifests
itself in the dehumanizing white
male fantasy of the “sleazy subser-
vient oriental girl with the slanted
vagina.” Because of the way Asian
women have been portrayed in the



media (Courtship of Eddie’s Father,
Hawaii Five-O, and The World of
Susie Wong), white men see Asian
women as being “exotic,” existing as
objects to satisfy their needs. Some
white men, because of male insecuri-
ties (notrestricted to whites), will also
chase Asian women because they
feel that they are more easily domi-
nated than white women. Asian
brothers know this because some of
us have heard these things in places
where women don’t go (e.g. the
locker room). The reason so many of
us getsharply perturbed when we see
an Asian sister going with a white guy
has to do with the pain of seeing an
Asian woman being degraded and
forced to capitulate to a white racist
stereotype because they can’t fulfill
the white woman ideal! Perhaps
some Asian women look at the Asian
male-white female relationship in a
somewhat similar fashion — the

white woman seeks to prove herself
as being “liberal” by going with a
non-white male and the Asian male
feels that he has proven his (false)
masculinity by winning a white
woman. The premise in these above-
mentioned cases should be clear:
Asians are inferior.

Couple these media images that
pervade our consciousness with cen-
turies of colonialism in the Philip-
pines and the forced dispersal of ) ap-
anese Americans and one can see
why outmarriage rates run so high:
We're made to think of ourselves as
inferior to whites and our hatred of
this perceived inferiority turns us
against each other.

Asian men and women together
should oppose the stereotypes

that degrade us and fight this system
which seeks to divide us. Too often
Asians date whites for reasons which

are tacitly consistent with our une-
qual status in the U.S. Racist assump-
tions often underlie these cloudy
love affairs. Even if it is possible for
an individual Asian and individual
white to have a good relationship in
today’s society (and some may chal-
lenge this), | would still advocate
intra-Asian nationality relationships
because this seems to be a practical
way of resisting forced assimilation.
For Asians who decide “voluntarily”
to enter relationships with whites,
they should still try to support the ef-
forts in the communities to continue
the work begun by our parents and
grandparents: to construct a society
where equality is enjoyed by all
peoples.

Taiji Miyagawa is a senior at U.C.
San Diego in the Film/Communica-
tions Dept. He is a member of the
Asian Pacific Student Alliance.

FALL/WINTER 1983 49






=ty eIy

Long—tel'm

=ttt
Consequences of the

OOt
Nikkei Internment
G

By Ben Tong, Ph.D.

This article is based on Dr. Tong’s
presentation at the Commission on
Wartime Relocation and Internment
of Civilians hearing on August 11,
1981 in San Francisco, California.

* * *

U ntil now, many highly re-
spected individuals and or-
ganizations have written up — and,
inthe process, written off — the Japa-
nese American internment as a phe-
nomenon that had little, if any, seri-
ous adverse effect on the health and
well-being of the incarcerated. A
prime example is a book by Stanford
professor, Rudolph H. Moos, Human
Adaptation: Coping with Life Crises
(D.C. Heath, 1976). He concluded
that:

“Aside from the severe economic
setbacks suffered by many families,
and the premature end of the educa-
tion of some Nisei(resulting in perma-
nent occupational handicaps), most
people recovered well after their re-
lease. By 1960 Americans of Japanese
descent ranked very high in educa-
tion, professional status, and income
levels, and one observer has con-
cluded that internment toughened

Japanese-Americans while reinforc-
ing their determination to do well
within the American system.” (p. 334)

This is a familiar litany of dismissal
and denial: If Japanese America
somehow emerged from the camps
with enough gumption to send their
kids to good schools, make decent
wages, and live quietly in white sub-
urbs, they could not have been in-
jured by the experience.

The case for long-term conse-
quences does exist, of course, as the
long rounds of testimony before the
1981 Commission on Wartime Relo-
cation and Internment of Civilians
have made abundantly clear. It is not
a difficult case to argue even though
the Internment in all of its complex-
ity has yet to be fully understood and
properly documented. Many of the
victims have recounted their painful
stories in clinical case studies, ethnic
journals, Sunday newspaper maga-
zine specials, and secret letters to no-
body in particular.

One fact that has made it difficult
to comprehend the camp experience
resides in the reality that there has
yet to appear a language for de-
scribing and explaining what took
place some 36 years ago. In gather-
ings stimulated by the current efforts
at redress, we have heard metaphors
like ““rape” and “incest” to tell it

like it really was. After all these
years, a struggle still continues to
forge the right kind of language to
shed the most accurate light on the
experience.

The reluctance of the internees
themselves is understandable. As one
Nisei put it during a practice hearing
in Seattle preceding these official tes-
timonies: “This is a part of my life
that’s been buried for 30 years. |
wanted to bury it, to forget it. I'm still
embarrassed to talk about it.”

Anotherfactor has beenthe whole-
sale imposition of white Euro-Amer-
ican concepts and perspectives by
certain white social researchers
who were obsessed, back then in the
early 1940’s, with making a name for
themselves.

It is not true, contrary to Professor
Moos’ undocumented claim, that
most Nikkei “recovered well after
their release.” Some problems long
repressed are just now manifesting
themselves in a manner analogous to
the delayed action of Agent Orange,
achemical defoliantemployed in the
Vietnam War that made its way into
the biochemistry of thousands of
American soldiers. Allow me to cite
three select “cases” of disturbed Nik-
kei behavior that beg for a language
of comprehension.

The first is that of a Sansei
female, 28-years-old, who saw
me for about a year and a half at a
community mental health center.
The initial “’diagnostic impression’’
was ‘‘chronic dependent personal-
ity with‘/features of immaturity, dis-
proportionate rage, and extreme pre-
occupation with self.” Among other
things, she had beenfallingin and out
of short-lived heterosexual relation-
ships inwhich she demanded that her
intimate partners take care of her in
the most complete fashion. All of the
men in her life were white and Black.
Not a one was Asian American.

Her family history included a dom-
inating, suffocating mother and what
she herself referred to as ““an ex-
tremely weak” father. “Sansei men
are just like him — dull, cowardly,
uninteresting and plodding.” Particu-
larly irritating to my client was her
father's practice of taking tuna fish
sandwiches to work. “Every year for
20 years he’s been going to work in a
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place where he’s the only Asian.
Everyone else is hakujin. He makes
my mother pack him goddamned tuna
fish sandwiches with chopped celery
and mayonnaise — hakujin food that
he hates! — because he had to ‘get
along’ with hakujins. How can you re-
spect anyone who's so utterly, totally
frightened like that? | sure as hell
can’t!” One possible working con-
cept, then, would be contempt for
one’s own, growing out of negative
role modeling.

The second case is drawn from the
records of a white psychoanalyst
who did many years of psychoana-
lytic therapy with a Nisei male who is
now in his mid-50’s (Charlotte G. Bab-
cock and Mark J. Gehrie, “Psycho-
analysis and Follow-up: The Personal
and Cultural Meaning of the Experi-
ence of a Nisei in Treatment,” The
Annual of Psychoanalysis, 1977, Vol.
6). This man, Mr. B., was not in the
camps.

“Evacuation and Pearl Harbor was
a traumatic kind of world shaking
event. It's like, oh, the one thing |
always sympathize and identify with
...(in)Anne Frank type of stories. And
the life that we led during most of our
childhood was like Anne Frank.
You’'ve got to be quiet; the enemy is
outside. But we’ll carry on our own
feud inside, you know, between our-
selves, relatives you know. Within the
family you could just kill each other
or just raise hell. But outside . .. we
can’t go outside. If we do go outside,
we have to put on our mask, our fa-
cade, you know. Andthat’s the type of
devastating kind of upbringing, like
the Anne Frank type of situation. It
really gets to me, where one is sort of
running away.” (pp. 371-372)

My interpretation of this passage is
that this is an individual from a group
that was terrorized and humiliated,
who, despite not being in camp,
nonetheless suffered much of the
very same ‘anxieties of people who
were in fact incarcerated. The world
felt unsafe. It was a minefield: You
had to be still, for anything could set
white people off, and you never quite
knew what that might be. The follow-
ing paragraphis even more revealing:

“The only kind of discrimination
was in what my parents thought . . .

(They) instilled in us that this is
a hostile environment. Those were
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pretty bitter days because of the Man-
churian crisis. The papers were full of
those terrible cartoons of buck-tooth
Japs. (He blames his parents for paint-
ing such a hostile world, but at the
sametime, heisawareitisn’t just what
he’s heard from his folks.) And yet I've
never been referred to or made fun of

. and looking back we made our-
selves miserable, sort of. Of course
with my parents it was more real be-
cause they never really associated on
a social level. They never had any
white friends. And when a group of
Japanese would get together they
would talk about the war, about dis-
crimination. My parents. . . they think
of this hostile world outside.” (Brack-

fools. I've never been mistreated by
white folks. If the world is hostile, it’s
because my parents said it is so.” This
is what psychotherapists call ““de-
fense by intellectual containment.”
It is a way of taking all the over-
whelming, unmanageable feelings
and just binding them. Unfortu-
nately, it really did not work.
“Again, | saw two worlds. My own
world where | had my friends, my cau-
casian friends, and my mother’s
world, her church friends, her all-
Japanese friends. And looking back, |
had a choice then — to be Japanese,
to be part of the Japanese community,
or to take up this more comfortable
American, meaning white culture.

GD
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ets contain my observations. B.T.).
(p.368)

The rage that Mr. B. experienced,
particularly rage toward white peo-
ple, was a natural response. At the
same time, it was something that felt
unmanageable. There were tens of
thousands of yellow people with that
very same natural human response:
Japanese Americans were angry at
whites. But they did not know which
whites to be angry at, or how to ex-
press their rage, and what might hap-
pen if they did.

As the psyche is wont to do, the
anger was shifted over, and other fig-
ures much less threatening and om-
nipotent were blamed. Mr. B. blamed
his parents even though he did not be-
lieve his own lies. It were as though
he were saying, “My parents are the

And anyways, so way back, | see there
was a choice. I kind of made a deliber-
ate choice of not pursuing the Japa-
nese part of it.” (p. 377)

Another interpretive or clinical
concept might well be this:
When Asian Americans, out of con-
tempt for themselves, submerge
themselves in the white world, they
hide their feelings by saying that it is
a natural metamorphosis. “To grow
up is to be this way, to let go of cer-
tain things. When | was a child, | was
Japanese. Now that | am an adult, |
let go of those things.”

Lastly, | would like to mention a
case that left clinicians befuddled. A
21-year-old Sansei female was dis-
covered running about in the wee
hours along a major highway, a four-



lane highway, clad only in a negligee.
Having swallowed a huge quantity of
lye, she was hollering at the top of her
lungs, “Mother, Mother, hide! We've
got to hide! They just bombed Pearl
Harbor!”” After the Highway Patrol
brought her into an emergency psy-
chiatric facility, she revealed that
whenever her parents wanted to nee-
dle her or punish her, they would ex-
claim, ““You think you’re having a
hard time in your life? You think
you've suffered? We’ve suffered, and
you don’t have the vaguest notion
what it was like!” Behind the words,
they were also communicating, “You
don’t know what it was like and we're
not going to tell you, because you’re

el g

therapeutic activities is to encourage
the person to talk about the event
over and over again until s/he can
find a language, a cognitive handle,
with which to deal with the situation.
Thatis, tobe able to look at what hap-
pened and not be overwhelmed by it.

Until recently, instead, a goodly
number of Nisei said, “We dare not
even talk about it because it would
awaken all those old feelings.”
Another reason for withholding reve-

‘lations was ‘“to spare the kids.”

“Spare the kids”” meant: “Our kids
have to live in a world where those
who tormented us won the war. In
order for us and the kids not to go
nuts, we must encourage them to be

'
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supposed to know.”

Out of conversations with the par-
ents (as well as many other Nisei par-
ents), some of my colleagues and |
came away with certain impressions
as to why so many Nisei, for so long,
have not informed their own children
of their own personal history. There
are certain psychological purposes
to this kind of enforced secrecy. One
is that the person himself will not re-
experience the trauma and humilia-
tion and, very often, the uncontrol-
lable rage surrounding the experi-
ence of camp. This is not exactly
healthy behavior. Specialists in ““cri-
sis intervention” who work with ter-
rorized human beings — individuals
released from hostage situations, in-
dividuals victimized by catastrophic
loss, etc. — tell us that one of the best

what white people expect us to be.”
Hence, the kids were told, “’go to
school, clean up your accent, make
nice with whites.”

Some Sansei, in fact, took it even
farther and attempted to “pass” for
white by putting silicone in their
breasts, going for eye-widening surgi-
cal transformations or lightening
their hair color. What the parents did
not count on when they “spared”” the
next generation and urged them to
live up to white expectations — in-
cluding live with obliterated history,
culture and sensibility — was that
the youngsters would come to view
their parents as an embarrassment.
Mom and Dad spoke in “foreign” ac-
cents and were deficient in white pro-
tocol, habits, and taste. Parents then
berated patronizing children for the

very things they wanted them to ac-
quire: “What are you now? Upstart?
You’re not one of us anymore?”’
Everyone was put in a terrible bind.

The self-hatred, the contempt for
one’s own race, the self-deceptive
displacement of rage onto non-
threatening objects, the wish to
“’pass’”’ — these and other psycholog-
ical issues are directly traceable to
the cruel legacy of the Internment.
Over 70 percent of Nikkei females
who married in the last couple of
years “married out,” mostly to white
men. | myself do not oppose inter-
racial marriage. Neither do | actively
encourage it. It is an individual mat-
ter. The statistics, however, most cer-
tainly represent something that goes
beyond romantic love and hetero-
sexual compatibility.

There are some psychological prob-
lems that do not lend themselves to di-
rect psychological solutions. When
we look at the Sixties, we can recall,
with nostalgia and awe, the fact of
thousands of Blacks putting away
hair-straightening devices, stopping
the use of skin creams and skin
bleaches, and starting to take pride in
being Black and beautiful. These
things did not take place because
Blacks suddenly dropped into psy-
chotherapy or marathon encounter
groups. Other resources, chiefly of a
collective nature, did the trick. I
think redress or the attempts at res-
titution will have the same kind of ef-
fect. As a matter of fact, | would
strongly suggest that Nikkei Ameri-
can proceed to sue for damages if
compensation in eight figures is not
forthcoming. Money is needed for
long-delayed debriefing and inten-
sive psychotherapeutic programs,
not to mention in-depth research into
the themes | have suggested. If there
is to be any hope of recovering shat-
tered humanity and suppressed his-
tory, redress will be the critical cat-
alyst. It must facilitate, to borrow the
term from established psychothera-
peutic language, “‘the return of the
repressed.” O

Ben Tong is a clinical psychologist
at the Wright Institute in Berkeley, a
social researcher for U.C. Berkeley’s
Institute for the Study of Social
Change, a lecturer in Asian American
Studies, and free-lance writer.
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Strength,
Dignity and Culture

in the Concentration

By Andy Noguchi

w hen the SanJose Nihonmachi
Outreach Committee (NOC)
decided to organize the first-ever
Camp art show, it sounded like a very
good idea. However, it also seemed
like a journey into the unknown. How
were Kathy Higuchi and myself, the
coordinators of this show, supposed
to organize it?

Afterall, what did | know about the
Camps? Like other Sansei, there had
been little or no talk aboutthe Camps
in my family. My main exposure to
the Camps had been one Asian Amer-
ican Studies class and a pilgrimage to
Tule Lake in1978. As a non-artist, my
understanding and appreciation of
art was limited.

All this was to change. Through
talking to the Issei and Nisei artists
about their lives, the Camps, and see-
ing theirartwork, ’'ve grown to under-
stand the importance of Camp art to
Japanese Americans, both then and
now.

Through a lot of hard work, NOC,
alongwiththe ASIAN (Asian Students
In Action Now) Student Club and
Asian American Studies of San Jose
State University, held two very suc-
cessful Camp art shows. The first was
held on campus on April 20 and the
second was held in the Japanese
community on April 24, during Nik-
kei Matsuri (Japanesg American festi-
val). To our surprise, over 500 people
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attended.

Eleven Issei and Nisei artists, pho-
tographers, and historians gener-
ously lent us their works. These in-
cluded pieces by Mr. Haruo Imura,
Mr. Kohei Kogura, Mr. Suiko Mikami,
Professor Chiura Obata, Mr. Hisao
Omori, Mr. Eiichi Sakauye, Mr. Ta-
dashi Toyota, Mr. Rinji Tsubamoto,
Mr. Fred Tsujimura, Mr. Paul Zaima,
and Mrs. Tetsuko Aima.

We exhibited almost 200 works in-
cluding paintings, drawings, photo-
graphs, wood carvings, kobu (pol-
ished natural wood forms), camp
documents, stone carvings, poems
and rock jewelry.

One thing we found out early was
that Camp art wasn’t just”“art forart’s
sake.” Camp art reflected and was
shaped by the Japanese American ex-
perience in the U.S.

During World War 11, the U.S. gov-
ernment locked up 120,000 Japanese
Americans in 10 concentration camps
located in the most barren areas of the
U.S. People lost their freedom for
over two and one-half years on the
average; were denied democratic
self-government; and got paid only
$12-19 per month. They lived in tar
paper barracks, suffered from lack of
privacy, and endured temperatures
ranging from over 120° in Poston,
Arizona to 30° below zero in Topaz,
Utah.

Once inside the barbed wired As-
sembly Centers and Camps, people’s
responses took many forms. These
ranged from active protests against

the injustice, to support for Japan, to
resigned acceptance of the situation,
to grudging support for the Camps
(due to the fanned-up racist hysteria
outside the Camps).

By talking tomany artists and read-
ing some of the very few resourceson
Camp art, we learned that another
response was a huge renaissance in
art. For example, Tanforan Assembly
Center held its first hobby show July
10-12, 1942. The first day only 50
pieces of work were exhibited. As
word of mouth spread about this
show, the number of pieces grew to
over 600. Out of 8,000 men, women,
and children, over 9,000 registered to
see the show, proving that people
saw it more than once.

According to Professor Chiura
Obata, head of the Tanforan and
later Topaz art schools, 636 people
from the ages of 5-78 enrolled in Tan-
foran art school. Over 90% of those
enrolled had never been in art class
before.

Despite lack of art materials,
poor living conditions, and
low wages, Nikkei artists showed
their ingenuity. They made carving
tools out of pocket knives, screwdriv-
ers, and junk auto springs. They
saved paper and string to make deco-
tage. They bleached duffel bags to
make canvas for painting. They used
pear boxes from which to carve intri-
cate figures.

Besides painting and drawing,
which every Camp had, each Camp
had its own specialties. Based on the
Japanese appreciation for beauty
and nature, many people looked to
the natural materials available to
them.

In Topaz and Tule Lake, shell jew-
elry abounded due to those Camps
being located on dry lake beds. Roh-
wer and Jerome specialized in kobu
polished natural wood shapes be-
cause of an abundance of gnarled
cypress trees nearby. Bonkei (minia-
ture tray landscapes) made of sand,
rocks, and twigs flourished in Ama-
che. Manzanar and Topaz saw many
suzuri(ink stone carvings) since slate
deposits were located there. Even at
the desolate Gila River Camp, lo-
cated in a desert, people displayed
numerous cactus gardens in front of
the barrack homes.






Professor Obata documented nu-
merous conditions within the Camp.
One drawing depicts Mr. Wakasa, an
Issei man, shot while he was looking
for his lost dog near the barbed wire
fence. The outrage of Nikkei proved
so great it forced the WRA to disarm
the MPs and place them on the outer
perimeters of the Camp.

Some artists actively protested
government policies. The WRA hired
Mr. Rinji Tsubamoto and other artists
to paint street signs when the WRA
was building Topaz. The government
wanted the street signs to bedrab like
the rest of the Camp, using names like
“A, B, and C Streets.” Mr. Tsubamoto
and others wanted names to break
the monotony of the Camp. After
many arguments with the WRA, they
won the right to use names like
“Cherry, Plum, and Blossom Streets.”

Mr. Eiichi Sakauye, a photog-
rapher, farmer, and historian, told us
about his photographs and the fre-
quent presentations on the Camps he
does to this day. He said, “There are
only two paragraphs on the Camps in
the history book ... (The American
people) have to learn how Japanese
American citizens were denied their
rights and placed in Camp — all for
economic reasons, not sabotage.”

And learn they did. These shows

served to educate and unite
the Japanese American community

as I've seldom seen before. We saw
Mr. Tsujimura meeting former Camp
art teachers, Mr. Mikami and Pro-
fessor Obata, and his family for the
first time in 40 years. We saw Mr.
Omori standing by his woodcarvings
explaining the moving stories behind
his works to viewers. We saw Nisei
overcome with painful memories and
leaving the exhibit with tears in their
eyes. We saw young Sansei parents
holding the hands of their Yonsei chil-
dren, explaining where their parents
and grandparents were interned.

These two exhibits sharply brought
out to me the importance of Camp
art, photos, and artifacts to the Nik-
kei community today. Without these
vivid reminders, the true history of
the Camps, the injustices suffered,
and the struggles of the people would
remain clouded.

Without this history, many Japa-
nese Americans would fall victim to
assimilationist distortions fostered
by the media and educational sys-
tem: “That Japanese passively ac-
cepted this racist internment.” ““That
Nikkei are a ‘model minority’ better
than those other ‘colored folks.””
“That the government always looks
out for the just treatment of Nikkei.”

Upon seeing these exhibits, many
people felt a stronger sense of iden-
tity as members of a proud and strong
Japanese American people. We were
even more united and ready to face

the continuing problems today, such
as securing redress and reparations.

After this experience, the Nihonma-
chi Outreach Committee of San Jose
feels strongly committed to promot-
ing Camp art work as one of our prior-
ities. We plan to organize future ex-
hibits and encourage others to do so
also. Camp art stands out as a val-
uable tool to teach us more about our
past in order to build a stronger, more
united Nikkei community for the
future.

Camp Art Resources

The Nihonmachi Outreach Com-
mittee has the following camp art re-
sources available for others:

— adescription and sum up of the
Camp art shows in San Jose.

— a guide to organizing Camp art
shows.

— copies of the written program
containing artists’ biographies used
in San Jose.

— an excellent slide show on
Camp art developed by Janet Miyoko
Tsubamoto.

For more information, write NOC,
P.O.Box2293, San Jose, CA95109. (J.

Andy Noguchi is a member of the
Nihonmachi Outreach Committee.
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In Memory
of
Ed Badajos

By Orvy Jundis

Major newspapers and maga-
zines throughout the world
today feature political cartoons.
Themes dealing with the struggle for
power and the acquisition of wealth
are among those drawn, focused, and
highlighted by the perceptive and
often satirical pen of the political
cartoonist.

In the United States not too many
Asian Americans have been involved
in this particular field. Ed Badajos,
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Left: “Reagan’s Pajamas”
Below: “Adapting”

born and raised in Hawai‘i, was a bril-
liant practitioner of this art form.
Badajos’ knowledge of world con-
ditions and events, keen insight on
human motivations, and skill in cari-
cature, enabled him to produce
strong images and profound

statements.

Travels in Europe and the United
States gave Ed the opportunity to
meet and interact with individuals of
diverse economic, social and educa-
tional status. Astintinthe U.S. armed
forces added an understanding of the
role of the military in peoples’ lives.
Graduation from art school further

honed his artistic talents.

During the late 60’s, Ed Badajos
worked for the L.A. Free Press as an
editorial cartoonist. He depicted the
sinister manipulation of the masses
by corrupt leaders and exposed the
purveyors of pollution and destruc-
tion. His wry sense of humor, daring
graphics, boldness and veracity
gained him a following in the under-
ground press. A collection of his work
was published thereafter.

Around the same period Badajos
experimented with cartoon panels in
sequences to tell stories. He did not
use words. His intent was to commu-



























tor/cinematographer Arthur Dong
has received numerous awards for
Sewing Woman. He is currently seek-
ing funding for a Chinese language
version of the film.

Pinoy recalls the lives of Pilipino
immigrant laborers in the Pacific
Northwest through the story of Al
Masigat, a labor organizer dedicated
to the unionization of fellow cannery
workers. In one scene, Masigat and
younger cannery workers who still
travel to Alaska to work, share their
contempt at the similar dismal work-
ing conditions. One of these younger
workers, Silme Domingo, was later
murdered in Seattle for his union ac-
tivities and anti-Marcos organizing
efforts.

Producer Deborah Bock helped to
produce Pacific Bridges and Pearls,
two series on Asian Americans aired
on PBS. Pinoy was originally part of
the Pearls series.

Program Three

Monterey’s Boat People by
Spencer Nakasako and Vincent
DiGirolamo.

This documentary focuses on the
controversy surrounding Vietnamese
fishermen in the Monterey Bay area
of California. The filmmakers draw a
parallel between the current conflict
and the anti-Asian attitudes faced by
the Chinese, who first developed the
area’s fishing industry, and the Japa-
nese who owned 65% of the fish mar-
kets until they were forced into
World War Il concentration camps.

Interviews with local fishing indus-
try representatives try to bring out
the economic and environmental
problems the Vietnamese fishermen
have created, but the narrative
points to a long history of racist
legislation directed against Asian
fishermen. Since the videotape was
completed, the State of California
has banned the type of gill net fishing
in shallow waters that the Viet-
namese fishermen can afford.

Spencer Nakasako is currently
operations director at the Bay Area
Video Coalition. He has worked as a

VIDEO REVIEW

field producer on a number of docu-
mentaries. Vincent DiGirolamo, who
has worked as a freelance writer, is
now teaching English in Beijing.

Program Four

With Silk Wings: On New Ground
by Loni Ding.

In On New Ground producer/direc-
tor Loni Ding gives us glimpses of
nine Asian American women in pro-
fessions not traditionally associated
with women or Asian Americans. Per-
sonal interest, ambition, and persist-
ence is a common thread in the inter-
views with a pharmacist, dress de-
signer, judge, park ranger, coxswain,
police officer, bartender, television
news anchor, and welder.

On New Ground is part of With Silk
Wings, a project about Asian Ameri-
can women at work by Asian Women
United of San Francisco.

Among her many projects, Loni
Ding has produced the PBS children’s
series Bean Sprouts, 600 Millennia,
and How We Got Here: The Chinese.
She has worked as a producer/di-
rector for KQED-TV in San Francisco.

Program Five

China: Land of My Father by Felicia
Lowe.

Chinese American journalist Feli-
cia Lowe traveled to China to film
this personal account. She captured
interviews not easily obtained by
Western reporters, and also sought
her own family roots. In a moving
conclusion, Lowe is united with rela-
tives and a grandmother she has
never seen.

Now an independent producer,
Felicia Lowe has worked as a pro-
ducer and reporter for KNBC-TV in
Los Angeles and KGO-TV in San
Francisco.

Program Six

Tattoo City and Emiko by Emiko
Omori.

These two films by pioneering
Nisei cinematographer/filmmaker

Emiko Omori reveal a highly person-
alized approach to cinema. Emiko,
filmed in 1969, explores the role of
women image makers. As Emiko
films a group of people, she asks
them about their reactions to seeing
a woman behind the camera. Tattoo
City also reveals an intense personal
involvement. While making this film
about San Francisco tattoo master
Don Ed Hardy, Omori’s back was tat-
tooed with a Japanese design.

N AATA has fashioned a respect-
able group of film and video
works from a developing Asian Amer-
ican media movement. If there is a
consistent weakness in this first pre-
sentation (and in Asian American
media in general) it lies in the diffi-
cult task of giving us highly personal,
sensitive portraits of a Sewing
Woman, but with the larger context
and contradictions brought out in
Bittersweet Survival. Dramatic narra-
tive film can be effective for this, and
we eagerly await NAATA’s second
season for which several Asian Amer-
ican filmmakers have already sub-
mitted their narrative stories on film.

NAATA has developed into much
more than an entry into PBS. The
long-overdue need for a center of
Asian American media has dictated
that NAATA become a clearinghouse
of information, referral services, con-
sultation, even job placement for
Asians in media. Mediamakers are
encouraged to contact NAATA at:

National Asian American Tele-

communications Association

346 Ninth Street, Second Floor

San Francisco, CA 94103

(415)863-0814 O

Duane Kubo was the co-director of
Visual Communication’s film, Hito-
Hata: Raise the Banner. He is active in
the San Jose Nihonmachi Outreach
Committee.
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