All the participants in the April, 1975 Tule Lake Pilgrimage lined up before an old guard tower for this group photc
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days notice, to be transported to concentration
camps. The Japanese lost homes, businesses,
farms, and other possessions, and their
communities were destroyed.

Conditions and resistance
in the camps

In the camps, tiny 20 by 24-foot rooms in
tar-paper barracks housed as many as 8-10
people. The camps were surrounded by barbed
wire fences and guarded by armed units of the
1.8, military. Health facilities were inadequate,
and the food was terrible.

People still had to pay for some necessities,
and were compelled to work for the military,
the War Relocation Authority, or contracted
out to work for private agribusiness interests at
an average pay of $7-15 a month. Even that
meager salary was not always paid. One Issei
from San Francisco recalls: “At Walerga, one
time we got a petition going for everybody to
get paid for their jobs. All the professionals got
paid, some kitchen help got paid and some
didn’t. But still you all worked.”

The Japanese people resisted these inhuman
conditions as they had resisted oppression
throughout their history in the U.S. This same
Issei related the following experience in the
Topaz, Utah concentration camp:

“There were a lot of struggles over poor food
and working conditions. There was one incident
where we were fed pork liver three times a day
for a week straight. The whole camp got
together and protested.” «

A Nisei (second generation Japanese in the
U.S.) from Los Angeles added, “Japanese were
never passive during camp life — they were
always aware of what was going on, but there
was some fear of retaliation, They had such
things as a blacklist, too. They would

discourage people from taking active stands on.

simple basic issues such as conditions in the
camps. My father came across the idea that as
long as they were buying fish to be brought
into the camp, why not bring in the kind of fish
that Japanese ate? He was able to organize

enough people to propose this to the WRA, and
he was blacklisted for that.”

Another Nisei recounted that, “As soon as
they found a ‘troublemaker’ in camp, they’d
take the whole family and split them into two
different camps, to keep people from being too
organized in camp. The most active people were
either put into a special high-security
internment camp like Lawsberg, New Mexico,
or were just sent to another camp.”

And he added: “The Manzanar incident is
another example. They (internees — ed.) didn’t
like the idea of one of their fellow men being
jailed for his political activity, so they went up
to the camp director and demanded his release.
And of course, when the camp director saw
these Japanese coming to his office en masse,
he got excited and started to shoot at them.
And this is what they called the ‘riots’.”

Overcoming many obstacles, Japanese people
waged many fights to better their conditions
within the camps and protested the very
existence of the camps. In one camp for
“dissidents and disloyals” — Tule Lake ~ the
prisoners were in constant protest and defiance.
In one general strike, the entire camp was shut
down and a mass gathering of over 10,000
people demanded their rights. Even the
government’s response, with armed troops
riding machine-gun mounted jeeps and the FBI
agents invading the camp, could not stop the
demonstrations and protest.
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Years after the camps, the U.S. government
announced that the concentration camps were
just a big mistake, and could never happen
again. This is nothing but a whitewash of the

camps and the entire history of oppression of
Japanese in the U.S. Recognizing that there is . -

stil much to be learned from the camp
experience, hundreds of people hold programs
and make pilgrimages each year to different

concentration camp sites in the spirit of -
learning from the past to understand and serve

the present struggles of Japanese in America.

Manzanar, Calif. One of the largest concentration camps, it was Jocated in the desolate Mojave desert,

In March, 1976, the film “Farewell to Man-
zanar” was aired on nationwide TV, stirring
up a great deal of controversy over its dis-
torted analysis of the U.S. concentration
camps. It is based on the autobiography of a
Nisei (second-generation Japanese in the U.S.)
woman, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, who rem-
inisces about her personal experiences as a
young girl incarcerated at Manzanar, Califor-
nia. Manzanar was one of ten concentration
camps in which over 110,000 Japanese were
unjustly imprisoned during World War 1L

Because it is one of the few films which
depicts the imprisonment of Japanese in that
period, “Manzanar” drew widespread atter
tion. But the film shows the camps only as a:
ugly blot on U.S. history, and the Japanese a:
passive victims of a big but isolated
“mistake.”

The film begins at the time of Federal Fxec-
utive Order 9066, which ordered all Japanese
living within 200 miles of the West Coast to be
tounded up, imprisoned in camps, and their
property confiscated. The actual conditions









Educational events build up for
Tule Lake Pilgrimage

Sharing experiences from the concentration camps at the Sacramento Tule Lake program. {Getting Together photo)

Two educational programs were held in
Sacramento and San Francisco during May,
1978, as part of the Tule Lake Pilgrimage activi-
ties. In both programs, many Issei and Nisei
(first and second generation Japanese in the
U.S.) displayed their camp mementos — draw-
ings, shell brooches, camp photos, wood carv-
ings and camp diaries. A photo exhibit from the
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL),
called “Executive Order 9066,” documented
the imprisonment of over 110,000 Japanese in
the World War 11 U.S. concentration camps.

Over 75 people attended the Sacramento
program sponsored by the regional Tule Lake
Committee. Two Issei shared their experiences
in the camps. A speaker from the Tule Lake
Committee linked the racist incarceration of
Japanese to the present-day attacks on the
Japanese communities, such as redevelopment.

The San Francisco program featured a panel

discussion on the issue of reparations, or mone-
tary compensation o the Japanese for losses
caused by their internment in the camps. Panel-
ists included representatives from the National
Reparations Committee of the JACL, the Com-
mittee Against Nihonmachi Evictions (CANE),
and two long-time residents of ‘the San
Francisco Japanese community, Discussion was
lively, and a diversity of views were presented
on how reparations should be fought for and
used.

A skit related the camp expenence to current

" struggles of Japanese in the U.8,, including the
~ Bakke Decision and its- impact on Japanese
people today.

Both programs were enthusmstlcaﬂy :

received, as everyone deepened  their under-
standing of the camp experence and were
encouraged to join the Tule Lake Pilgrimage.

Reparations - monetary compensation for
the losses sustained during the World War II

imprisonment of Japanese in the U.S. in con-

centration camps - has been an issue ever since
they were released from the camps in 1946.
In a'current survey conducted among Japanese
in the U.S., 94% of those responding affirmed
their belief that the government is responsible
for material losses during this period and should
make reparations,

The issue of reparations is important, for it "

affects all Japanese Americans. While repara-
fions cannot make up for the past and present
oppression of Japanese people in this country,
they have the right to be repaid for the material
belongings stolen from them when they were
forced into the camps.

Concentration camps cause great losses

When the Japanese militarists bombed Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941, the U.S. ruling
class - through Congress and its agents in the

-trade unions and mass media - launched a racist

“patriotic” campaign against the Japanese in
the U.S. They slandered the Japanese:people in
the U.S., falsely accusing them of aiding the
fageist Japanese dggressors by sending signals
from the hilltops or by cutting sugar cane
arrows in the fields pointing to vital airstrips
and strategic military areas.

Further exploiting the cover of “mlhtary
necessity,” the FBI systematically moved
through Japanese American communities in the

‘cities and countryside, rounding up community

leaders and heads of households and sendmg
them to prison. Later, _many were sent tos

special camps for JapaneseAmencans charged '

with “treasonous acts.” :

In March, 1942, Congress approved Execu-‘
tive Order 9066. Under this order, 112,000
Japanese living on the West Coast were
forced to evacuate their homes to “prevent any
threats of sabotage or treason.” Some had only
48 hours to pack. They were tagged like bag-

- gage, allowed to take only what they could

carry. Many were forced to hquldate their
homes and possessions, not knowmg when or 1f
they would ever return. ,

For the few who owned land the1r property
was seized and turned over to others to manage.
Major Japanese American communities all along
the West Coast of the U.s. were tumed into
ghost towns overnight.

The Japanese people were forced to live in

“the concentration camps for four years. The

last camp was closed in March, 1946, Many

_ returned to the West Coast to find their belong—

ings stolen, -tansacked or mmed Most had no
homes or land. Worse still, antl-Japanese
violence persisted for months, e

In Los Angeles, the Nu:}mren Buddhlst
Church had been used as a warechouse for
Japanese people’s belongmgs during the camps.
But upon their retumn, people found the care-
taker gone along with all their stoves, washing
machines and refrigerators. Their trunks, too,
had been broken into and ransacked.

Faced with such losses, the demand for
reparations reflected resistance to the real hard-

- ships the Japanese people faced.

In 1946, the JACL (lapanese American
Citizens League) pressed for: reparatlons.
Although the estimated. losses were placed at

' $400 million, only a meager one-thlrd of the
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losses were recovered from the 24,000 claims
filed. On top of this, the government repaid the
losses based on the pre-war value of the dollar,
so that only 10% of the value of the claims
were paid. On the average, claimants received
only $440, and many died before even settling
their claims.

A just demand

Today, the demand against the U.S. govern-
ment for reparations is still a just demand for
the Japanese people in the U.S. Japanese
American families should be repaid for the
losses of their homes, land and belongings.

The Japanese people are also justified in
demanding that additional reparations be used
for the benefit of the community. The concen-
tration camps caused widespread destruction of
Japanese communities such as Nihonmachi in
San Francisco and Little Tokyo in Los Angeles,
which are today being further threatened by
redevelopment. Reparations can be used for the
construction of low-rent housing, - for the pre-

servation of these historical Japanese commu-
nities, and for providing some social services
and educational funds.

The demand for reparations is still an active
concern for many Japanese in the U.S., though
there are differences in outlook. Some Japanese
feel that reparations only brings back past bit-
terness and should be forgotten. Others feel
that reparations will clear the government’s
record and signify that Japanese have achieved
equality and justice. )

Many Japanese American activists believe
that reparations should be fought for. At the
same time, they are pointing out that
reparations cannot in itself do away with the
whole system of oppression of Japanese as a
people in this country. They are also trying to
unite the Japanese people behind this demand
and to win support from people of all
nationalities. Learning from the results of the
1946 JACL suit, without organized mass
resistance, the government will concede little or
nothing. (April, 1978)

Getting Together has been a revolutionary news-
paper since 1970. As the political organ of I Wor
Kuen, a Marxist-Leninist organization, it is dedi-
cated to developing a revolutionary analysis of
concrete conditions and contributing toward
building a genuine communist party in the U.S.

Getting Together encourages its readers to assist
in its political tasks by using and contributing to
the paper. Also, sustainers of $5/month or more
will greatly help to cover publishing costs.

St}stainers contributing $5.00 or more monthly
will receive a complimentary subscription.

Support GETTING TOGET!

$5.00 one-year individual
$7.50 one-year institutional

Subscription:

Sustainer:  $ per

Name

Address —

City

State Zip Code

Send to: Getting Together ~
P.O. Box 26229
San Francisco, Ca. 94126 J
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