
OBREROS EN MARCH A / Page 6

CHICAGO CONT.
In their version of the events, the police maintained that 

Osorio had shot at them and missed, hitting Cruz, where­
upon they shot Osorio. The Cruz family refuted the police 
story and asserted that Cruz had been shot at not by 
Osorio, but by the police. Moreover, a Chicago Sun Times 
reporter, Robert Buro, saw a police officer fire “ four or five 
shots" into the crowd.

Immediately after the killings, the police continued their 
violent and reckless attack through the park, wantonly 
beating with their night sticks everyone in their path and 
burning any Puerto Rican flag which they saw. This 
enraged the people in the park, who responded by pelting 
the police with rocks and bottles.

The word soon spread in the community of the shoot­
ings and beatings. Hundreds of people were soon in the 
streets around the park, throwing rocks at the police and 
attacking their cars. In the course of the skirmish, some 
set fire to police vehicles and nearby stores were looted 
and burned down. The confrontation between the police 
and the community was to go on well into the late evening. 
In fact, it continued for two or three days after the Hum­
boldt Park incident.

For the community, the uneven confrontations were very 
costly. In the aftermath of the Humboldt Park incident, 
there were two Puerto Rican youths dead, over 150 
arrested and hundreds injured by police billy clubs and 
some by police bullets. Nevertheless, at the height of the 
confrontation, over 3.000 people fought the police with 
bottles and rocks.

The commercial press, both in Chicago and nationally, 
has distorted the events in Humboldt and blamed the inci­
dent on “ hooligans” and “ gang toughs.” But the evidence 
all points to a police riot unleashed on a superficial pretext 
by racist Chicago policemen, who hurled the epithet “ dirty 
spies” at those they beat and arrested.

In a meeting two days after the events at Humboldt Park, 
Mayor Michael Bilandic and Superintendent of Police, 
James Rochford, met with “ community leaders” in order to 
discuss the incident and the problems that confront the 
Puerto Rican community. Some of the so-called communi­
ty leaders were nothing more than the poverty pimps who 
make a living from the people’s misery and who have been 
groomed by the ruling circles in Chicago to pacify the 
Puerto Rican community. (Such individuals do not only 
exist in Chicago. In the 60’s they were developed by the 
policies of a sector of the ruling class in minority com­
munities throughout the country.) Unfortunately, because 
the community lacks any conscious organization or lead­
ership, it is these forces that benefit from the people’s 
courage, sacrifices and suffering. As to be expected, the 
Mayor promised that the complaints of the community 
would be addressed and the actions of the police investi­

gated.
That investigation was done, and again as to be expec- 

ed the police were exonerated from all culpability in the 
events that took place June 4th. According to the police 
superintendent’s investigation, the total responsibility for 
the incident at Humboldt Park lay with the gangs. There 
was no police misconduct. We cannot expect anything 
less than that the criminals will find themselves innocent. 
A similar conclusion was reached by an investigative 
board in Newark in 1975 when in a similar incident to that 
in Chicago, the police of that city killed a Puerto Rican 
youth.

After the incident had occurred in Humboldt Park, the 
Puerto Rican community experienced a different form of 
“ invasion,” this time from “ leftist”  organizations whose 
actions are characterized by racism, chauvinism and op­
portunism. Organizations such as the October League 
(now the Communist Party M-L) and the Revolutionary 
Communisty Party (RCP) who have historically ignored the 
Puerto Rican community, opportunistically came to Hum­
boldt Park not to aid or learn from the people, but to 
project an image of involvement in the struggle of minori­
ties. In addition, when called upon to support the national 
liberation struggles of the Puerto Rican people, these 
organizations have dogmatically placed that struggle 
within the narrow context of “ superpower contention.”

In a most irresponsible manner these organizations at­
tempted to incite the community to “ action” in unfavor­
able conditions, ignoring recent develpments within the 
Puerto Rican community and the liberation movement, in 
particular alienating acts of terrorism and the recent con­
stant repression and harrassment of the Puerto Rican 
communities throughout the country. Moreover, they have 
failed to express any degree of support for the victims of 
this repressive wave. This irresponsible behavior they label 
as revolutionary practice.

Although the incident of Humboldt Park is now a histori­
cal footnote, the racism and inhuman conditions that 
ignited and fueled the situation still exist. The lessons of 
Humboldt Park should be understood and internalized. 
Such eruptions are schools in the class struggle. They 
clearly demonstrate in whose interest the police serve. 
They also demonstrate the level of organization and the ex­
tent that the repressive apparatus of the State will be used 
against any potential mass unrest or any threat to its con­
trol. On the other hand, Humboldt Park demonstrates the 
courage and militancy among the Puerto Rican people and 
in general among the oppressed; in addition, it points out 
that even in these uneven battles, the forces of repression 
are not invincible. In a prolonged and organized struggle 
with clear political objectives and under the direction of a 
revolutionary vanguard, in which the balance of forces are 
equalized or favorable to the people, the police, the state 
and the ruling forces can be defeated.
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Bakke Decision - 
Attacks Affirmative Action

In October of this year the United States Supreme Court 
is scheduled to hear a case that will determine the 
constitutionality of the special admissions program at 
Davis Medical School of the University of California (U.C.). 
The special admissions program at Davis Medical School 
was created in order to remedy the injustices committed 
against minorities due to racial discrimination. It allocates 
16 slots out of 100 each year for minority students. This 
program came under attack a few years ago when Allan 
Bakke, a white man who had been denied admission to 
Davis, filed a law suit against the school, charging it with 
reverse racial discrimination. If the U.S. Supreme Court up­
holds the decision of the lower courts, it will serve as the 
basis for the elimination of special admissions programs 
throughout the country. It will mean the possible elimina­
tion of affirmative action programs in areas besides edu­
cation, such as employment, training and promotion of 
minorities, both in the private and public sectors.

The case of Bakke v. The Regents of the University of 
California represents another racist attack against minori­
ties since it will mean the elimination of the small 
advances made in the past decade in the struggle for 
racial equality. In addition, it represents an attack on the 
entire working class because it will intensify class division 
by setting whites against non-whites and vice versa, 
fighting one another for crumbs while the giant corpora­
tions continue to appropriate billions of dollars in the form 
of profits each year.

Constitution of the United States which protects citizens 
from racial discrimination. Bakke claimed that minority 
students less qualified than him were accepted to the 
school because they received “ racially discriminatory 
treatment.” In other words, he claims to be a victim of 
reverse racial discrimination. Bakke’s law suit provided 
the University with a good opportunity to eliminate the 
special admissions program.

The University of California filed a counter suit demand­
ing that the question should be the constitutionality of the 
program and not whether or not Bakke should be admitted 
to Davis Medical School. Without ever holding a trial, the 
Yolo County Superior Court decided the case on the basis 
of written evidence. The court ruled that the program did 
indeed discriminate against Bakke because of his color; 
therefore, it was unconstitutional. However, the court also 
decided that Bakke was not entitled to an order of admit­
tance to Davis Medical School. Bakke, as well as the U.C., 
appealed this decision.

The case was then transferred to the State Supreme 
Court of California, by-passing the Court of Appeals be­
cause of the “ importance of the issues involved.” It 
seemed that the U.C. was interested in a quick settlement 
of the case. In September 1976, the court upheld the deci­
sion of the lower court, declaring once again the special 
admissions program at Davis as unconstitutional. Further, 
the court ordered that Bakke be admitted to the Medical 
School. The Supreme Court based its decision on the 
grounds that no evidence was presented of past 
discrimination against minorities at the University to war­
rant the implementation of programs that give preferential 
treatment to racial minorities. The University conveniently 
withheld such evidence. There are two probable reasons fo 
this: Firstly, the University did not want to admit that it is a 
racist institution. Secondly, its goal is to destroy the 
program. The latter is evident from the two actions that the 
U.C. took: 1) a University official was instrumental in 
initiating the suit; and 2) the U.C. withheld information of 
past discrimination. Rather than expanding its services to 
meet the growing neds of the community, the U.C. wants to 
restrict its accessibility and is attempting to pit whites to 
fight against non-whites for limited resources. The 
University is trying to create the illusion among the people 
that it is defending the program, and so it appealed the 
State Supreme Court’s latest decision. But its actions 
prove that the University wants to eliminate the program, if 
the U.S. Supreme Court declares that the program is 
unconstitutional, it will set a precedent for the elimination 
of such programs throughout the nation. It will mark a set­
back to the struggles of minorities to achieve racial 
equality.

Bakke v. Special Admissions Program
In 1973, Bakke, a 34 year-old aerospace engineer, 

applied for admission to Davis Medical School. He was 
denied admission to U.C., as well as to several other medi­
cal schools. A year later he was rejected at Davis again. At 
that point, he filed a law Suit against the University. Peter 
Storandt, a U.C. Davis Medical School Assistant to the 
Dean for Student Affairs and Admissions, was instrumen­
tal in pushing Bakke to file the suit. He convinced Bakke 
that the reason he was rejected was because of the slots 
set aside for minority students. In the suit, Bakke argued 
that he was qualified to enter the Medical School but was 
not accepted because he was white. According to Bakke 
this was in violation of the 14th amendment of the

Reverse Racism or a New Form of Racism
Allan Bakke charged, and the courts ruled in his favor, 

that programs of this type which were developed to meet 
the particular needs of oppressed nationalities are un­
constitutional. These programs are now being defined as 
discriminatory against whites. “ Reverse racial discrimina­
tion,” they shout. Yet, these programs were supposed to 
remedy certain racial injustices committed against non­
whites. The injustices are many. Minorities have prac­
tically no representation in government, receive sub­
standard education, lack skilled training, live in the worse 
slums, etc. Furthermore, the institutions in which these

Continued on page 12
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CUBA cont. principios universales y las lecciones de otras revolu- 
ciones socialistas, toda revolucion tiene que desarrollar 
su propio camino, basandose en la realidad historica- 
economica de su pueblo y en la correlacion de fuerzas en 
el mundo en ese momento dado.

Entre las lecciones que la Revolucion Cubana nos ha 
legado estan precisamente su vision de la solidaridad 
internacional y su actitud autocrftica hacia los errores. 
Estos factores positivos se refiejan en el contmuo desar- 
rollo ideologico de tanto la vanguardia cubana como el 
pueblo cubano, y de su firme negativa a dictar estrategia y 
tacticas a otras luchas revolucionarias o estados socialis- 
tas.

Desde el principio, el Guardian insiste en su “respeto,’ 
“admiracion” y “apoyo” a la Revolucion Cubana. Sin em­
bargo, ha publicado una serie de articulos que solamente 
se pueden ver como una forma de diversionismo 
ideologico sobre la naturaleza de la vanguardia revolucion- 
aria del continente latinoamericano.

Es bien conocido como el imperialismo norteamericano 
usa las relaciones interestatales para debilitar las revolu- 
ciones socialistas. Hoy, importantes sectores de la 
burguesfa imperialista reconocen que el bloqueo ha fraca- 
sado y estan considerando un cambio de politica hacia 
Cuba. Esto ha sido acompanado por sofisticadas 
campanas de anticomunismo dirigidas a impedir que el 
pueblo norteamericano forme una correcta percepcion del 
socialismo en Cuba. /Por que escoje este momento el 
Guardian para publicar una serie que objetivamente contri- 
buye a la campana diversionista del gobierno de Carter?

BAKKECont. i,Racismo a la inversa o nueva forma del racismo?
Allan Bakke argumenta y las cortes han decidido en su 

favor que los programas como este que fueron creados 
originalmente para satisfacer las necesidades particu­
lars de las minorfas nacionales son inconstitucionales. 
Dicen que estos programas descriminan contra los 
blancos. Di scriminacion racial a la inversa, exclaman 
ellos. No obstante estos programas se crearon con el fin 
de remediar ciertas injusticias raciales que se cometen 
contra las minorfas. Y las injusticias que se cometen 
contra los grupos minoritarios son muchas. Las rninorias 
oprimidas carecen practicamente de representacion en el 
gobierno, reciben una educacion inadecuada, carecen de 
entrenamiento diestro, viven en los peores ghettos, etc. 
Ademas las instituciones en las cuales se han 
implementado programas especiales estan bajo el 
control de blancos. Todas las decisiones que concierne a 
estos programas recaen sobre administradores blancos. 
En las mismas cortes que han procesado el caso no existe 
representacion de las minorfas. Mas aun, estos programas 
no han eliminado efectivamente las injusticias raciales. 
Todavfa existe una gran diferencia entre el porcentage de 
minorfas en la poblacion y el porcentage minoritario en los 
programas. De hecho, en los cuatro anos que Neva el pro- 
grama en funcionamiento solo 26 Negros y 33 Latinos 
fueron admitidos mientras que el numero de blancos era 
de unos 336.>bcnde esta entonces la d iscriminacion racial 
a la inversa? Aun con programas especiales las rninorias 
continuan sufriendo de la falta de oportunidades 
equitatores.

El caso de Bakke demuestra la realidad de que las 
instituciones sociales existentes en este pais no se 
interesan por satisfacer las necesidades del pueblo y en

d,Puede haber un deseo sincero de contribufr constructi- 
vamente?

Obviamente, el Guardian tiene una linea polftica refle- 
jada, a traves del tiempo, en el contenido y seleccion de 
articulos. En general, el reportaje de! Guardian sobre Cuba 
ha sido superficial. Y en la primera serie que trata el tema 
de Cuba en profundidad, el Guardian indulgentemente 
permite que otros hablen en forma inescrupulosa, 
arrogante y chauvinists sobre las supuestas “fallas 
fatales” de Cuba.

Esto es consistente con la vision mundial del Guardian, 
donde Cuba y la America Latina no son vistas en su 
relacion con los EE.UU., ni en su relacion entre sf, o en 
terminos de sus trayectorfas historicas, sino que son 
vistas en terminos dei enfoque del Guardian—“la lucha de 
las superpotencias.”

El Guardian apoya ciertas posiciones de Cuba (ej. 
Angola) y critfca otras (relaciones con la Union Sovietica). 
En el proceso separa y hace abstraccion de ciertos aspec- 
tos de la Revolucion Cubana para dar o rehusar apoyo, 
dependienao si estos aspectos concuerdan o no con la 
linea politica del Guardian. Tomando en cuenta su 
perspectiva politica, debemos saber que el Guardian 
nunca ha hecho una investigacion consistente, construc­
tive y responsable, y que por lo tanto no tiene ni analisis ni 
practica con relacion a Cuba y el resto de la America 
Latina. Esta es una region de enorme importanCia 
estrategica y ta'ctica tanto para el imperialismo norteam­
ericano como para ias fuerzas revolucionarias norte- 

* americanas.
Por estas razones dudamos de la sinceridad de las 

palabras “respeto,” “admiracion” y “apoyo,” y las vemos 
simplemente como retorica vacfa del Guardian.

particular de las minorfas. En este caso ambas institu­
ciones, la U.C. y las cortes tomaron una posicion contraria 
a los intereses de las minorfas y de la clase trabajadora en 
general. Estas instituciones han hecho algunas 
concesiones limitadas en el pasado, como es el programs 
de admisiones especiales en Davis, (jnicamente despues 
que el pueblo libro"multiples batallas. Es decir el pueblo 
los forzo"a ceder algunas reformas. Mientras el pueblo se 
organizaba y luchaba las clases dominantes se vieron 
obligadas a crear programas para cumplir las demandas 
del pueblo. No obstante hoy dia corrimos el peligro de 
perder estas concesiones limitadas que hemos logrado. 
Esta es una amenaza constante en esta sociedad. Pero 
hasta que no transformemos esta sociedad con todas sus 
instituciones y creemos una nueva basada en la 
satisfaccion de las necesidades humanas nos queda una 
sola alternativa, continuar luchando.

Por ende debemos defender nuestros derechos y 
prevenir que la U.C. y la corte suprema eliminen el pro- 
grama de admisiones especiales en Davis. Lo que esta en 
peligro en esta decision es el futuro de todos los 
programas que se proponen cumplir las necesidades parti­
culars de las minorfas. La decision de la corte suprema 
puede significar que miles de personas sean deprivados 
de recibir una educacion de calidad, de recibir empleos 
decentes, servicios sociales adecuados, entrenamiento y 
de recibir incrementos en los proximos anos. Todas las 
personas que somos afectados directa o indirectamente 
debemos unirnos para luchar y cambiar la decision en el 
caso de Bakke. Estq lucha es de interes para todos; 
trabajadores, estudiantes, profesionales, hombres, 
mojeres, blancos y minorfas, etc. Debemos poner presidn 
sobre la U.C. y la corte suprema para lograr cambiar la 
decision de las cortes menores. Luchemos por el fin a los 
ataques racistas contra las minorfas; por la union de la 
clase obrera multinacional de los EE.UU.
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