






Rillllers 
$���-fs It · 'cult 'Of_ die _lndf!idlll' -o_r - .BureaucracJ? 
conduct d'ais ·dilcussion. Neither By BOMER CHASE 11 the main weakness in the tional ·office. Expulsions reached functionaries •and National Com-

noo-Party _people nor many Party GENE DENNIS in his work of the· U. S • . Communvt heights never dreamed of by mittee members in that eamr
people believe m them. It•• thf recently published report _Party, both before . and after Browder. Many more members paigQ also needs to be enmmed 
best' thing that could happen. to th N ti I Co ·tt 

1945 . . For examp_le, Foster and were made , ineffective because and explained. Certainly enough
at this time. This request in- e a O!)a . mmi ee Dennis haven't mentioned that of unjustiifed slander. Membe� of them followed undemocratic 
eludes also many of The Worker of the Communist Party they suppressed Jim Keller'a .crit- were expelled without steps pro- • methods between 1949 and 1953. 
writers and editors. stated , that serious efforts icism on the first draft. reao�u- v_ided for in- the Party constitu- Their unanimity in acceptms -

Fellers, your intentions were were made by the,leadership to tion atfter 1945. . The Daily tion, often under the guise of that section of Dennit' report -
good but you haven•t got what strength!n democracy in the Worker still doesn't exp�in �curi!Y o� ''tae difficult ebjec- was a shocldng non-Marxist act. 
ft talces, to lead a political par- Party s�ce 1945. Foster has why �y suppressed cnhcal tive situation. Both N,egro and The first step towattl becoming 
ty. Therefore, y�u have my written _fn the Daily Worker letters from .1�45 to 1956. wh!te left the Patry in . large a modest part of such struggles 
vote of no-confidence. Step tbat the cult of the individual , On ChauVIDISDI _ numbers. ., as M,>ntgomery is admission by 
down! We need new blood! and bureaucracy were problems Gene Dennis states that the Foster has criticized · other leadership that they have sub-
New ideas! Fresh approaches of the Browder leadership. He 1949-1958 campaign against theoreticians on th.e Negro ques- stituted dogma ,,aticl directives 
and you are not capable of giv- d�sn't state, but certainly im- cha�vinism shoulcl have · � a lion for_ sectariani1in. He doesn't for Marxist thinking and struggle. 
mg them. All your articles and plies, that such problems do not mass campiign rather than air mention' that the violations of The Dennis report amounts to 
woi:d' since , � 20th C�gress � now exist. . Jntemal 'Olle, This is the� under- Party democracy and Marxism , 48 pag� and attempts Marxist 
hebe your ability to change. The Daily Worker, Foster statement of the year. It is � · cited above were committed un- observations on a multitude of 
Your attitudes, your woros bl and Dennis have recognized the sible that the national leaden de� the Foster-Dennis l�adership subjects. It covers mainly thet 
your articles, your whole ap- error of the cult of the individ- started thJs . cam_J>aign ·with the and often- iri their names. years 1945-56. And not one word· 
proach _s!anda in refuta!ion o� �I in the CPSU. Ne�ther De_n- idea - that ft would facilitate the " Without n umerous articles and on �e Rosenbergsl Under the 
your abil�ty to do anything but nis, Foster no� �e Daily Worker · struggle -for Nepa ri�ts. I sup- speeches unduly praising Foster Denn1S-Foste! leadership one 
-continue m the same <>ld way. takes the position that bureau- ported it Jn the begim:ilng be- and Dennis it is very pos&ible draft resolution was published 

One &nal word about the pa- �cy and the cu�t of the indi- �use �bite chauvinism did exist ". that most of the serious errors before their death without a 
per. The Daily isn't worth- vidual are the mam problems of m the . Party. Most of it proved would have been avoided. There- word on the struggle. Another 
�ile reading. There•s nothing the CPUSA. 1:hey have e':1- unintenii?nal. and the . result of fore a preface to the Dennis ar- (after theit' death) �i�h. '?r one 
m it to read. That is due to the dentlr not .e�ammed _pas� wnt- poor nationa_1- 1ea•�h1p on the ticle on, Khrushchev would have or two paragraphs �nticJZmg, as 
wrong conception of what it ings m Pohhcal Affaus, m the Negro question. � been- strengthei-ied • by an ex- I recall, the reformtst leadership 
should do. Ifs based on idea J?aily _Work��• in draft resolu- However! this camJ)aip_ �on pla"11tion to the U.� s. member- of !he _ labor movement ,for inac-
of making it mass ,paper. Ridi- tions ,  m pol!tical work {such as developed mto a really �c10us ship on hts role in the so-calJed tlv1ty m the Rosenberg s behalf. 
culousl You haven t got a mass th� P�ogress1ve Party) . to . d_eter- attack --on the me�betship and campaign against white�chauvin- :he role _of th� Party leader-
base so how can you have a mme if the cult of the md1v1dual secondary leadership by the na- jsm. The role of ind ividual top ship. especially m the · period 
mass circulation. Right now it ------------.-----�---------------�-- ___ until a few weeks before their 
should be turned -over almost E • 

f he - · k 
execution, was chara_cterized by 

exclusively to discussion or the Jam1na1·1on O t New '!Loo ''
inaction and incompetence. The 

many problems faced by Com- non-Marxist National Guardian, 
munjsts and Socialists and how 

· .._ · , Pope Pius XII and many rank 
to go about building mass base. (Con't from page 19) lions of wo"rkers-the S.P. has an_d file Comm�ists were far 
The workers don 't read it. Only hi very sharp focus. The sheH a mass. following. They ha".e had 

,_�'°'--.. 
ahead of the Party leaders in 

the people who are in the Party game of taking the theories of the experience of Socialists head- ..,,�� understanding anct action. No one 
and a few others· out of loyalty dead men .  who therefore can- ing t1'_eir govemment!..which did c� c!aim that ineffective leader-
and habit buy it, look through not contradict, 'and presenting not Mad to socialism, but led to l.-.a� ship m the . Rosenberg case was 
it and then tum to the other the very opposite to what they · the preservation of capitalism. mamly left sectarianism. It was 
newspapers to get tlreir infonna- said and wrote'as a log{cal devel- Together these two parties could a result of unexplained and 
tion. The Worker on Sunday•s opment of their mode of reason- probably muster the qiafQrity of unadmitted_ defects on the part 
is a little better in that it has ing, cannot be applied.- The· field the French populati9n and guar- of leadership. 
a large discussion nage B t in which there can be nebulous antee, throu

Jh the necessary le- R • th · d ' f �1 · t 
• · u g1·slation an acti"on- th•reafter, eJect e Report 

tt too oesn t uln 1t s function. speculation is gone and we are ,., 
I think yo should conserve up smack against real it ies. A the fruition of socialism. Since �940 the lead�rship of 

your monies and put out _ a pa- solution to this dilemma has been In certain countries like India ._.__- _the �n�n. Communists have, 

per with many more pages on found however:  "Change rea lity and Indonesia the majority of at vanous times, looked over 

Sunday alone and two or three to fit the - projected theories:• political organizations, including the_ir �eft shoulder and_ -seen sec-
times more a wedc, with heavy * those holding government · con- tanamsm. At other tim_es t�ey 

discussion pages Qn all the prob- trol (which are anti-Coll)JJlunist) are not <:lass C6nscious, are not have l®ked over theJr nght 

� lems we face After we have AS IN THE PAST when a are committed to socialization of social ist minded. There is every shoulder and seen opportunism 
straightened out our own house,. crisis arqse (and the present crisis industry. These newly indepen- )1 istoric and economic reason for a_nd revisionism. Now fs the 
then we can consider what to is the most serious one in our · dent couf:ries, with some of their their lack of awareness of their tune that they should him 
do about making it the paper Party-one that may well lead indus�s already socialized� may class interests . including our in- squarely around and see that 

for the worker to buy and read. to its liquidation) we have heard well be kept 00 the road to so- competent manner of work. Our th� �embers and the people are 
This letter has been much the cry: ."We must base our pro- cialism, even though the polit- country does, however, have a pomtmg to bureaucracy, cult of 

longer than I thought it would gram on the specific conditions, ical orgainzations in government history o_f mil itant class struggle, the �n�ividual and isolation from 
be. But I feel so strongly about the exce!Pional situatibn 4i thwe control are non-Communist, un- of accom191ishments by socialist _ reality. 
what has happened that I just U. S. A.' der the impact of economic� as- movements in which otiir Party ., Th� point is riot ��o_- a!sumea 

had to give vent to my feelings ,But what is being proposed in sistance, sweep and influence of made significant contributions in par-fi:cula� responsibility but 

since there is no other place a distorted fashion is a mechanic- the socialist countries. In .those the past. -
· - "".� 15• g�mg to tell what led to

one can do it-in or ·out the al applicati<>o of a line that ap- countries the Communist ·Parties , There are many issues and 
h11 individual mistakes and what 

Party. plies to conditions in �untries while in the minority, have mil- p_roblems that a small CP, based 
he or she is doing as a person 

Sincerely other than the U.S.A. In France lions of supporten and . without on a correct program can tackle. 
to fsure 

ld
gainSt the� repetition

i
--'.C • . S. the CP has the support of mil- a doubt will play a major role in There will be many hard strug-

wou urge on e Nationa 

I 

., 

t .. ,.J,_g the mnuem.-.t, m· sts· tm· . ,, I . h d f 
Committee: wwn .,,. .... ,., g es m t e not so istant uture-

at it be kept on the correct the economic sy.stem will bring (1) That they reverse them-
course. them. To the extent that we play selves and reject the Dennis re-

• · • 
I h port · since it places main em-* a positive ro e in t ese struggles phasis fQt past errors on ·left sec-the smaJI ones _f nd the big ones 

BUT WE; as Marxists, cannot -and to the extent that W!! bring tarianism rather than on bu-
adopt a program based _on those �lass consciousness through those reaucracy and the cult of the in-
developing trends since they in struggles and seek to educate dividual. It is high time that 

-no way apply to conditions in the and bring individuals into our they recognize it is impossible 
U.S.A. Yet, there is speculation movement, to that extent can we to reach a correct prQgram or
here about the promotion of a make the wth•to socialisrn easier carry it out until this bureauc-
hodge-podge · that encompas5e5 for America. . _ -

ra
"-'. ii 

ended. 
both.of those trends. We read and 4111 - (2) 'nlat the national coi(ven-
L- f , .. f 

• To those who aavocate the lion be postponed six· months 50 near o a new movement or " l k'• 1.. h 
Socialism" based on unity or ,; M

new 00 :
l 

s.yow us w erein the discussion can produce a 
bloc with fragmentary· semi or 

arx. Enge s aild Lenin were democratic •representation from 
non-Marxist sects and groupings 

wrong in their basic theories (we the districts- rather than a ma-
.that are even more isolated from 

do not refer to an incorrect evalu- jorify of functionaries. 
·any mass movement than we, 

ation they made here and there (3) That a committee be set 
d th dditi. I • ti th t 

on a specilic "Situ�tion); . show us up to study democratir- central-an e a ona \!fOJeC on a th b · ( H· · l 1 · 
:>" 

such a '.rnew party should even f h
e a

l 
sis o

f 
,stonca

d 
ana

1
.Y�IS ism · in the USA, write articles 

include liberals. 
o t e c _ass �rces an rea ihes on it and encourage others to 

, . . • of Amencan life that the path write, This committee should not • Let s sto� dreammi-most of you advocate is correct. be restricted to National Com-
those groupmgs: could ring only �· Do "not write pamphlets that mittee members. Is democratic 
chao&. or confusio�; others would mean all things to all men, centralism being · misused by 
pot touch us with a ten-foot weighted with ·phrases about leaders in the U. S. or is the· 
pole, � those that are honest Marxism-Leninism. and than logic of democratic centralism 
3!1d_ smcere in the cause of SQ- a Joe Clark; a Howard Fast and here the develQPment of bu-
c1alism wo�d be attracted to 8 an Alan Max write petty-hour- reaucrats? 
�eal _e

�arxist Party even as a geois -- columqs that emphasize Once this is done the gulf be-
. v�b • • H��.: : Ndexo

the

, _a ,, the non-Marxist features of your tween membership and leader-
Dill usse, a c--, ioun rr ·tt· L ll ed ·th d ·  l · h "  will be ed Th f 

. to th . Parti • their 
pos1 on, 10 ow wi 1sc aim- s •P narrow . e oun-

way 
try 

e es m ers on contributions made by a dations for a new }>rogram with 
coun • 

� _ . . James Allen or a Herbert Apthe- refreshed and strengthened lead-
The above m no way implies leer, two of the very few Marxist ership will be ready. Large num-

that we should not seek a com- scholars we have in our move- hers of �le are ready to. worlr 
mon basis. for action, joint or ment If you have a theorem, try in a disciplined way for unme-
parallel, with any or all o�those to prov.J' it! no · not present your diate needs and a Socialist U. S. 
groups. , position as being Marxist or Len- Vanity and .. prestip'" must step 

, �,rr,.alities �. th"_U.�.A. a{� irµst rwhen its �ssence is the v.ery , aside IO these folki can uniw 
�jJie majo.r,ity, o( � �o�en opposite ,of MawsmrLe� , . and � oo. with the work. 
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