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Editor’s Note

All the footnotes in this volume were prepared by the editor. All
quotations [rom Marx and Lenin conform to available English lan-
guage editions of their works.

Foreword

ithin a very brief period in terms of history, Bulgaria

has gone through a revolutionary transition. Measured in
years, the social and economic progress of the last 30 years outstrips
the previous 1,300 years of Bulgaria's existence.

In these last 30 vears Bulgaria has transformed itself from a back-
ward country of misery, poverty, illiteracy and oppression into a
Jland of modern industry and agriculture, maintaining one of the
fastest growth rates of any country in the world, In 30 years it has
wiped out the 1,300 vears of poverty and illiteracy. From a country
of backwardness, Bulgaria now stands in the front ranks ol countries
with modern systems of education, social security and medical care.
There is no unemployment. There are no slums. In place of the mud
huts and the slums there are beautiful new apartment complexes.
There is stable economic growth. The Bulgarian people do not know
the word “inflation.” High rents and high taxes are foreign to them.
The new Bulgaria has industry that in technology and science
matches most other countries.

How is this possible? Bulgaria is a small country. It is not rich in
natural resources. And yet in 30 years it has eclipsed 1,300 years of
its past history. Of course the workers and the people of Bulgaria
have worked hard. But they also worked hard during the previous
1,300 years, What, then, makes the differnce? The difference is
Socialism,

For 1,300 years the people of Bulgaria worked like slaves for the
slavemasters, the feudal lords, the capitalist who owned the fac-
tories and the mines. Now, because of Socialism, they work for
themselves.

That is what this book is all about. It is about building a social and
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viii Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

economic system without bosses, without exploitaition by corpora-
tions or banks. It is a system without private profits. It is a system in
which the people are the bosses. It is their system. Whatever they
produce goes into wages, social services and the expansion of their
industry and agriculture, the products of which again go into raising
the standard of living,

Only a Socialist system could have given Bulgaria that great
thrust forward. Socialism is the high-powered booster rocket of so-
cial progress.

During the previous 1,300 years Bulgaria was the victim of wars
and oppression. Its independent development was stymied. It was
the victim of Bulgarian and foreign oppressors. Socialism put an end
to both forms of oppression.

One of the important factors that has made it possible for Bulgaria
to make such great strides forward is the fact that it is surrounded by
a number of Socialist neighbors. The Soviet Union has made the
most significant contributions to Bulgarian cconomic and social de-
velopment.,

Georgi Dimitrov, that greal Marxist-Leninist leader of the Com-
munist Party of Bulgaria and of the world revolutionary movement,
laid the foundation for these relationships right from the beginning:

The people’s democratic state is built and developed in coopera-

tion and friendship with the Soviet Union, the land of Socialism.

Just as our country’s liberation from imperialism and the creation

of our people’s democratic state were possible only thanks to the

Soviet Union’s assistance and its liberating mission in the war

against fascist Germany and its allies, the continued edvelopment

of our people’s democracy requires retention and atrengthening
of close relations and sincere cooperation, mutual assistance and
friendship between our country and the great Soviet Union,

The people’s democtatic state belongs in the democratic,
anti-imperialist camp.

Only by participating in the united democratic, anti-
imperialist camp headed by the powerful Soviet Union, can each
people’s democracy uphold its independence, sovereignty and
security against imperialist aggression.” (From Central Commit-
tee Report to 5th Congress, Bulgarian Workers' Party, December
19, 1948.)

Foreword ix

The 30 years of Bulgarian Socialism is proof that there need not
be any contradiction between building Socialism in one’s own coun-
try while fulfilling the needs of the world revolutionary movement.
Bil}garia stands as a witness to the great gains that come from the
close alliance made up of the family of Socialist countries.

The Communist leaders of Bulgaria have always rejected as op-
portunistic and false to seek for a contradiction where there in none.
The Communist leaders of Bulgaria have always rejected the con-
cept of getting small concessions from world imperialism in pay-
ment for weakening the forces of the world revolutionary movement
by policies of division and disruption.

Lenin once observed: “Not a single class in history has achieved
power without producing its political leaders, its prominent rep-
resentatives, able to organize a movement and lead it.” The working
class of Bulpgaria has certainly produced such leaders. The name
Georgi Dimitrov is a household name the world over.

Todor Zhivkov is such a working class Marxist-Leninist revolutio-
nary leader.

This book contains only some brief excerpts from the writings,
speeches and reports of Comrade Zhivkov. But what comes through
is his deep insight into the processes and forces that are the propel-
lents for the building of Socialism. What comes through is that
Socialism is a people’s power, that above all else it is concerned with
the welfare of all the people. What comes through is that Socialism
is solely motivated and propelled by the desire to make life easier
and more interesting, more humane and more just for all of the
people. What comes through is Todor Zhivkov's deep understand-
ing, his total commitment, his adherence to matters of principle,
and his down-to-earth flexibility about secondary questions. What
comes through is that Todor Zhivkov is a working class revolutio-
nary leader in the mold of Marx, Lenin and Dimitrov.

This is a book about the experiences and problems of building
Socialism in Bulgaria. But there are great lessons. It is a book of
great significance to the world revolutionary movement. This is a
book of great interest to the working class and the revolutionary
movement in the United States.

SUS HALL
General Sceretary, Communist Party, U.S. AL



Todor Zhivkov

First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian
Communist Party and President of the State Council of the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria.

odor Zhivkov was born in the village ol Pravets, Sofia District,
T(m September 7, 1911. He joined the Young Communist
League in 1928. Tle has been a member of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party (BCP) since 1932.

[n the period of 1934-1941 Todor Zhivkov headed various Party
Districts in Sofia. During those years he was also a member of the
Sofia Regional Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party. Be-
tween 1941 and 1944 he was one of the leaders of the Sofia Party
Organization taking an active part in organizing the struggle against
the Hitlerite occupiers and their Bulgarian lackeys. In 1943 Todor
Zhivkov was one of the organizers of the partisan underground
movement in the First (Sofia) Partisan Military Operation Zone.

In the September 1944 the Party entrusted him with the task of
commanding the partisan regiments and battle groups, stationed in
and around Sofia, which on the night of September 8th launched the
main drive against the fascist regime and secured the victory of the
armed anti-fascist uprising in Bulgaria.

After the People’s Government came to power Todor Zhivkov
was called upon to carry out responsible Party and Government
functions. In the period of 1948-1949 he was First Secretary of the
City Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party in Sofia, Chair-
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man of the Sofia Committee of the Fatherland Front and Chairman
of the City People’s Council of Sofia.

Todor Zhivkov was elected alternate member of the Central
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party at its Eighth Plenary
Meeting in 1945. He was elected full member of the Central Com-
mittee at the Fifth Congress of the Party in 1948. In 1950 he was
elected alternate member of the Politbureau and Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party. He was also concurrently Secre-
tary of the Sofia City and District Committees of the Party. In 1951
he was elected to full membership in the Politbureau of the Central
Committee. At the Sixth Congress of the BCP, held in 1954, he was
elected First Secretary of the Party Central Committee, and still
retains this post.

Todor Zhivkov has emerged as a consistent Marxist-Leninist, an
outstanding theoretician and organizer in the struggle to build up
the socialist society in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, particu-
larly so after the April Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee in
1956, which was of historical significance for the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party.

Todor Zhivkov has been a Member of the National Assembly
since 1945,

In November 1962 Zhivkov was elected Chairman of the Council

of Ministers of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. The first session of

the Sixth National Assembley, which met in July 1971, elected
Todor Zhivkov President of the State Council of the People’s Re-
public of Bulgaria.

The Tenth Congress of the Bulgarian Communist Party, held in
April 1971, adopted a Program of the Bulgarian Communist Party
and approved a Draft Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bul-
garia. Both of these historical documents for the Party and the State
were prepared under the direct leadership and participation of
Todor Zhivkov.

For his active part in the fight against fascism and capitalism, and
in the construction of socialism, Todor Zhivkov was awarded the
distinction of “Hero of Socialist Labor.” He was also repeatedly
awarded the “Order of Georgi Dimitrov,” as well as other high State
citations.

Todor Zhivkov has visited the Soviet Union on numerous occa-

Biography xiii

sions. He headed the Bulgarian Communist Party delegations to the
21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th Congresses of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, as well as to the Moscow conferences of the repre-
sentatives of the communist and workers’ parties in 1957, 1960 and
1969. He also headed the Party and Government delegation of the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria in 1957 and 1964, including the Bul-
garian delegations to the conferences of the first secretaries of the
Central Committees of the communist and workers™ parties and
heads of governments of the member states of the Council for
Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) and the Warsaw Treaty.

In 1971, on his 60th anniversary, for his exceptional services to
the Bulgarian people and the BCP he was awarded the highest
distinction—"Hero of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria.” The Pre-
sidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Union of the Soviet Socialist
Republics bestowed on Todor Zhivkov the “Order of Lenin” for his
service rendered to the development of the deep friendship and
co-operation between the peoples of the Soviet Union and Bulgaria,
for the consolidation of peace and socialism, and for his long vears of
outstanding participation in the world communist movement.
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Problems of Our Revolution
and the Fundamental Laws
of Social Development

Excerpts Irom the Report of the Central Committee
of the Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) to the
Tth Congress of the BCP, July 2, 1958

uring the past few years some problems of great importance

have come to the fore in the work of our Party and in the

development of the world communist and working class movement.

They are especially significant for the theoretical and practical work

of our Party, for its cadres and organizations. It is therefore our
intention to dwell on these problems.

In the report of the Central Committee of the Party to the Fifth
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Congress, (1948), Georgi Dimitrov! defined the September 9th
People’s Armed Uprising in 1944 as an important historic turning
point in the development of our country. The nature of this change
opened up the road for the construction of socialism in Bulgaria.

“Although the September 9th People’s Uprising,” says Dimitrov,
“set out to solve immediate demoeratic tasks; it could r:.:f)f_, h()i{.‘{?t-{.‘.?“;
but shake the capitalist system in our country from top to bottom
and go beyond the framework of bourgeois democracy.

“Therein lies the main characteristic of our September 9th Upris-
ing.

The Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party has
always considered that the Bulgarian revolution, popular and demo-
cratic in form, was from the very outset and in its laws of develop-
ment a regpetition of the basic content of the great October Socialist
Revolution. It was a continuation of the same cause under our
specific conditions, a part of the great world transition from
capitalism to socialism that began with the socialist revolution of the
Russian workers and peasants in October 1917.

Our own victory was the natural result of the revolutionary strug-
gle of the Bulgarian working class, in alliance with the working
people from town and country, against fascism and capitalism and
with the decisive help of the Soviet Army.

The merger during World War II of the revolutionary struggle of
the Bulgarian working class against capitalism with the struggle of
the whole people against fascism and imperialism (and for social and
national liberation on the basis of a broad democratic platform),
found concrete expression in the Fatherland Front movement, The
leading force in this movement was the working class, in alliance
with the poor and middle strata in towns and villages, headed by the
Bulgarian Communist Party,

! Georgi Dimitrov (1852-1949): prominent leader of the Bulgarian and international
communist and working class movements. Dimitrov was the outstanding leader of
the Bulgarian Communist Party during decades of struggle against the Bulgarian
monarcho-fascists and then the German nazi invaders which led to socialist victory in
1944, Dimitrov achieved world-wide fame for his brilliant and heroic defense of
Bulgarian and international communist ideals during the infamous Reichstag Fire
Trial where he placed the brutal nazi regime “on trial.” e served as Seeretarv
General of the Communist International and gave the main report on The United
Front Against War and Fuscism at the Tth World Congress of the C I, a work which
has achicved the stature of a Marxist classic.

Our Revolution and Socialist Development 3

The struggle to realize the tactical slogans of the Party, as em-
bodied in the Fatherland Front program, became nation-wide, as-
suming unprecedented dimensions and power. By the beginning of
September 1944 it turned into a mass people’s armed uprising
which, under the favorable conditions created by the great victories
of the Soviet Army, led to the victory of the people and opened up
the way for the construction of socialism in our country.

Both central and local power actually passed into the hands of the
working class in alliance with the working people, and into the
hands of the Fatherland Front committees, in which the Bulgarian
Communist Party had a leading and decisive role. Our Party,
backed by the overwhelming majority of the people, became the
decisive factor in the government as well.

Supported by the masses, the Party succeeded in directing the
country along the road of socialist development by defeating the
attempts of the internal and international reactionary forces to hin-
der this process. Hypocritical and hostile representatives of the
hourgeoisie were gradually eliminated from both the Government
and the Fatherland Front committees and the leading role of the
Bulgarian Communist Party was officially recognized by all.

The distinctive feature of the development of our revolution was
the fact that the working class, headed by the Communist Party, in
alliance with the working peasants, did not establish and consolidate
its dictatorship in the form of a people’s democracy in one stroke,
but in the gradual process of an acute class struggle, without civil
war. In 1947, this process of sharp struggle climaxed in the
nationalization of industry, which is a specific feature of the de-
velopment of the socialist revolution and of no other kind.

It would therefore not be correct to overrate the importance of
the general democratic tasks solved by our revolution nor to con-
sider them as tasks of the bourgeois-democratic revolution.

In our country there was no “transformation,” no “evolution” of
the power established after the September 9th Uprising. The pro-
cess of revolutionary development won new positions. It got rid of
the hesitant and insincere representatives of the various parties; it
gained strength and broadened its contact with the masses. But by
its class character it has alhways been socialist power in a popular
democratic form. Hence, the conception that two stages existed in
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the development of the class character and tasks of our people’s
power is erroneous.

Investigating an immense amount of factual material, our scien-
tific workers and theorists in history, philosophy, economy, sociol-
ogy and other fields are working out the problems of our revolution
and socialist construction in order to help socialist practice.

Regarding the nature of our revolution and its specific features, T
want to dwell on the character of our socialist construction and its
laws of development. This is all the more necessary since the ques-

tion of the fundamental laws and national traits of the transition of

various countries from capitalism to socialism has of late assumed
topical importance in the international communist movement. Ten-
dencies have appeared that exaggerate the role and im portance of
national traits, tendencics that underrate, deny and. in the long
run, revise some basic principles of proletarian revolution and
socialist construction.

As far back as 1917, just prior to the October Revolution, Lenin
defined the positions of the basic and of the specific characteristics
in the transition of various countries from capitalism to communism
in his great work, State and Revolution: . . . Bourgeois states are
most varied in form, but their essence is the same: all these states,
whatever their form, in the final analysis are inevitably the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. The transition from capitali.’sn'n to
communism is certainly bound to yield a tremendous abundance
and variety of political forms, but the essence will inevitably be the
same: the dictatorship of the proletariat.”? 3

And later on, in 1920, on the eve of the Second Congress of the
Comintern, unmasking the opportunism of leaders of the Second
International like Karl Kautsky, Otto Bauer and Frank Adler, Lenin
speaking on the international significance of the October Revolu-
tion, elucidated the roles of the fundamental laws of development
and particular traits: “In the first months after the proletariat in
Russia had won political power (October 25 [November Tth], 1917),
it might have seemed that the enormous difference between back-
ward Russia and the advanced countries of Western Europe would
lead to the proletarian revolution in the latter countries bearing

2 Lenin Collected Works {English Language edition), Progress Publishers, Moscow
1964, Vol. 25, p. 413,

-
i

Owur Revolution and Socialist Development

very little resemblance to ours. We now possess quite considerable
international experience, which shows very definitely that certain
fundamental features of our revolution have a significance that is not
local, or peculiarly national, or Russian alone, but international.”

Of course, Lenin warned that it would be a very grave mistake to
exaggerate this truth, and we should not dogmatically apply it to all
basic features of our revolution.

Our Party has always thoroughly grasped the international impor-
tance of Marxism, and later of Leninism, and has been convinced
that the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism hold good for our
country, as well. It has been guided by these principles in all its
revolutionary activities.

The struggle of the international communist movement and the
experience of socialist construction in all socialist countries, without
exception, conlirm the truth that despite the profound changes in
the world, the fundamental laws of development and the features of
the October Revolution and socialist construction in the first
socialist country in the world, the USSR, is of tremendous interna-
tional importance.

This has been confirmed by our own experience. Although our
country possesses many specific characteristics, the process of the
people’s democratic revolution and socialist construction in Bulgaria
demonstrate the same main traits as the October Revolution and
Soviet experience in socialist construction.

Just as in the October Revolution, in Bulgaria, too, the driving
and leading force in the revolutionary struggle against fascism and
capitalism was the working class allied with the peasant masses; in
our country, too, the revolution was made under the leadership of
the Communist Party; in our country, too, the dictatorship of the
proletariat in alliance with the working people was established as a
result of the victory of the revolution; in our country, too, big
capitalist ownership over the means of production was eliminated
through nationalization. And following the example of the Soviet
peoples, the process of socialist industrialization, of the socialist
re-organization of the rural economy, of the cultural revolution, all
began along similar basic lines.

Nevertheless, the revolution in our country is not a simple repeti-

3 [enin, Ibid, Vol 31, p. 21.
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tion of the October Revolution; it possesses its particularities and
differences from the Soviet experience as well as from the people’s
democratic revolutions in other countries. These specific features
are the result of differing historical, political and economic condi-
tions existing in our country. They are based upon the degree of skill
with which our Party creatively applies the basic Marxist-Leninist
laws, taking into account the concrete conditions.

The main specific feature of our socialist revolution, as Georgi
Dimitrov declared at the Fifth Congress of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party, is the fact that it was carried out not under the slogan
of Soviet power but under that of establishing a people’s democratic
rule. In the conditions then existing in Bulgaria, this slogan facili-
tated the alliance of the working class not only with the poor but also
with the middle peasants in the struggle agaimst fascism. It helped
to neutralize part of the Bulgarian bourgeoisie and created condi-
tions under which some of its representatives could take part in the
struggle. As a result, alter the victory of the revolution, our pro-
letarian dictatorship was established not in the form of soviets, but
in that ol a people’s democracy in which representatives of the
petty-bourgeois and bourgeois parties participated.

Thus the active participation of the Bulgarian Agrarian National
Union in the government is characteristic of our country and under
the leadership of the Communist Party, this is facilitating our ad-
vance to socialism.

An important feature of our revolutionary struggle and of our
social and political system is the existence of the Fatherland Front as
a specific political form of the alliance of the working class, the
working peasants and the people’s intelligentsia.

As indicated, the strengthening of the dictatorship of the working
class took place in an atmosphere of acute struggle against the
capitalist class, but without civil war—a specific feature that we owe
to the presence of the liberating Soviet troops in Bulgaria.

Our state, a dictatorship of the proletariat, assumed the form of a
people’s democratic state that successtully fulfilled its mission as the
main instrument in the construction of socialism. Now that the
exploiting classes have been eliminated, the economic, organiza-
tional and cultural-educational functions of our state are more and
maore extensive and the people are taking an ever greater part in the
government and in the management of the economy.

Our Revolution and Socialist Development 9

Moreover, today when there is a world socialist system the law of
socialist industrialization, of securing the predominance of the
growth of heavy industry operates somewhat differently than in the
USSR during the 30 years when it was the only socialist country in
the \R':Ol‘ld.

With this in mind, we are carrying out socialist industrialization
without following in the exact footsteps of the Soviet Union and its
rates of development, and without creating all branches of industry.
In the development of our industries we take into account the
natural resources of our country, its economic potentialities and
needs, as well as those of the other countries of the socialist camp.

Co-operative farms are the form through which our agriculture
has acquired a large-scale socialist character. Our co-operalive tarms
differ from the collective farms in the Soviet Union mainly in that
the land was not nationalized. The co-operative farmers have re-
tained private ownership of the land they held when they joined the
co-operative groups and they receive rent for their holdings. It
would be wrong, however, to identify this rent with absolute
capitalist rent, which is based on the monopolistic private owner-
ship of land and on the capitalist methods of production. Actually,
the rent that exists in the co-operative farms is a new economic
category, since it is not an expression of relations of exploitation. It
constitutes a relatively small part of the income of the co-operative
farms and is distributed among the farmers on the basis of the
acreage of land they brought into the co-operative rather than on
the amount of labor they perform.

This specific feature—the existence of rent—does not alter the
socialist charater of our co-operative farms, which are not organized
in a rigid, static economic way. They are constantly developing, and
along with their organizational, economic and financial stabilization,
the farmers consciously and voluntarily are gradually reducing the
rent or abolishing it altogether. Thus, when conditions are ripe, the
land becomes public property, more socialist in character, more like
collective farms.

These are the prospects for the development of all the co-
operative farms in our country. The process of the abolishment of

rent develops in a natural, voluntary way and this enables the mass
of the co-operative farmers to understand that this is a necessity lor
the further strengthening of the co-operative farm.
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There are also specific features in the development of our socialist
culture that are in accord with the traditions, national characteristics
and aspirations of the Bulgarian people. These are some of the main
specific features of socialist construction in Bulgaria. They are
Sforms, methods, rates and trends in which the basic social laws are
reflected. To every Marxist-Leninist, however, the main and deci-
sive question is that of universal principles and laws of the revolu-
tion, while the question of the national specific forms, and methods

of application is of secondary importance. The People’s Republic of

Bulgaria is developing towards socialism not along a “special,” “na-
tional” path, differing in principle from the Soviet people and the
people of other socialist countries, but along a path that is basically
the same.

At the same time, our Party fights dogmatism and doctrinairisin
and against the mechanical application ol the general laws of de-
velopment and of the experience of the Soviet Union and the other
socialist countries. It fights against all attempts to ignore the specitic
teatures of our national development.

Nonetheless, the Bulgarian Communist Party relentlessly com-
bats all attempts to minimize or underrate the international validity
of the basic laws of development, to underrate and deny the interna-
tional importance of Soviet experience, and to place as primary the
national peculiarities for the transition from capitalist to socialist
society, The downgrading and negation of the universal truths of
Marxism-Leninism invariably lead to a revision of these truths, into
a “theory” of “national communism” and to nationalism. The over-
rating of the role and importance of national characteristics and
forms of development creates the danger that the communist parties
and the socialist countries could drift apart, could oppose each
other’s “national” interests and ways of development and under-
mine the unity of the socialist countries and their mutual assistance.
All this cannot but bring grist to the mill of international reaction.

We well know the damage the working class movement in the
capitalist countries can suffer from revisionist theories on the
evolutionary, parliamentarian transition from capitalism to socialism
without class struggle and without the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. The revisionists are even trying to adapt the Leninist evalu-
ations made in the decisions of the Twentieth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union to their pseudo-Marxist

OQur Revolution and Socialist Development 11

policies and theories. It was for the purpose of dispelling parliamen-
tarian illusions among the working class that the Declaration of the
Moscow Conference stressed that the communist and workers’ par-
ties should always bear in mind that there are two possibilities for
the conquest of power and therefore master all forms of
struggle—peaceful and nonpeaceful, parliamentarian and
non-parliamentarian.*

Our Party unreservedly supports the declaration of the Moscow
Conference, which presents a correct Leninist approach to the
question of the basic laws of development and of the national
peculiarities of the transition from capitalism to socialism. With
redoubled energy the Party will educate its cadres and members in
the spirit of loyalty to the great principles of Marxism-Leninism; it
will cultivate in them the skill to apply these principles construc-
tively and to fight relentlessly against all manifestations of re-
visionism; it will forward the struggle for mastering and creatively
applying Sovict experience in their practical work. It will do all this
because it fully realizes that the tremendous experience of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet peoples is a
vital necessity for successfully building socialism in our country.

Another general law of our socialist development is to overcome
all major contradictions in our society. The same acute irreconcila-
ble and antagonistic contradictions inherent in the capitalist system
in general were present in our own country as well. The main
contradiction consisted in the contrast between the social character
of production and the private character of capitalist appropriation,
between the relations of production and the character of the forces
of production. This basic contradiction found its expression in the
uncompromising revolutionary struggle of the Bulgarian working
class, in alliance with the laboring peasants, against the capitalist
class, for the abolition of these contradictions and the establishment
of new, socialist relations of production. The uncompromising re-
volutionary struggle of the working class, under the leadership of
the Communist Party, against the bourgeoisie was the main motive
force of our social development prior to September 9, 1944, and it
was this struggle that led to the transformation of our country into a
socialist state,

4 Declaration: Mecting of Representatives of the Communist and Workers' Parties of
the Socialist countries, held in Moscow, November 14-16, 1957.
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This is not to say that the antagonistic contradictions between the
people’s democratic state and the overthrown capitalist class were
completely eliminated. In the first years after September 9, 1944, it
was still the major motive force in our socialist development, and
even today antagonistic contradictions exist hetween the people’s
democratic power and the remnants of the capitalist class. There are
those who have not resigned themselves to their changed position
and still hope that aid will come from abroad as they continue their
fight against the socialist system.

We have no reason, therefore, to think that the class struggle in
our country is over and done with, that it cannot even assume acute
forms. Bearing in mind the support that international imperialism
gives,to capitalist remnants, we must stress that the class struggle
exists and will continue to exist for some time as the only
antagonistic contradiction in our society. The light of these capitalist
remnants has become an integral part of the erusade by world im-
perialisi against our country and the entire socialist camp, to the
fundamental contradiction in international relations—the contradic-
tion between the socialist and capitalist world systems. And this
basic contradiction has and will have its repercussions on the ways,
forms and acuteness of the class struggle inside our country.

In this context it becomes clear how false are all slogans about
“freedomn” in general, or about “democracy” in general, and how
harmful to the cause of our working class and people are all attempts
to spread pseudo-Marxist theories about the “withering away” of the
state and all attempts to weaken the organs of the state, which has as

one of its tasks to crush the hostile activities of the internal and
international enemies of socialism.

In contrast to capitalist society, however, non-antagonistic
contradictions are the main and typical contradictions of our socialist
society. Today socialist relations of production, characterized by
public ownership of the means of production, and by public dis-
tribution of its products are dominant in all spheres of our country’s
economy. This means that the relations of production correspond to
the character of the forces of production—a conformity ensured by
the planned and far-sighted policy of the Communist Party. The
socialist relations of production open up boundless perspectives for
the development of productive lorces and ol science and technol-
ogy; they call to life and help advance the constant development of
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the forces of production. ex

The main force behind our progress along the road to socmllism
and communism remains the struggle of our society, united
economically and politically. The struggle of {h{‘.’ working class, the
co-operative farmers and the intelligentsia 1& for the ever gmut‘er
development of the forces of production and for the maximum satis-
faction of the needs of the people; and against backwardness, against
the forces of the past that endeavor to check our progress. All th(-:rse‘
struggles are waged under the leadership r)!'tl'lelsonialist state and l’_)[
the Bulgarian Communist Party. Our people find support in their
co-operation and programs of mutual assistance with the other
socialist countries. and above all, in the very considerable all-round
economic, technical and cultural aid rendered us by the Soviet
Union. ‘

The non-antagonistic character of contradictions under socialism
makes it possible for the socialist state led by the Party to eh'mf'im.fe
them in a peaceful way, without harmful conflict and in gogd time.

Experience has taught us that in our society contradictions bet-
ween the base and the superstructure are being overcome success-
fully by making appropriate changes in the superstructure—in the
views. the organization and the methods of work of its institutions
and ();'E;ms which ensures a swift development of society. The state
(‘l}lilin;(‘.‘\', deliberately and in a planned way, to cope with the
contradictions between the development of the economy on the one
hand. and the forms and level of management, on the other. It
continues to diminish the contradiction between the socialist
character of our society and the remnants of the anti-socialist
ideological influences on the minds of the pe.()pl-lzz, which_arc ol?stu--
cles in speeding-up the upsurge of the forces of production, of the
economy and culture. the contradiction between production and
consumption inherent in all social formations can also be solved
peacefully, with deliberation and in a planned manner, under the
conditions of socialism.

Thus the state is successfully overcoming the present contradic-
tions between our progressive socialist relations of pt'()duF!tion
which offer limitless opportunities for advancing the forces of pro-
duction and the still insufficient development of these forces. It is
also successfully coping with the contradiction between the growing
needs of the members of our society and the still insuflicient mater-
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ial and technical base to meet these needs. Qur main task—the con-
stant development of the forces of production-results from these
contradictions.

The constant struggle to overcome the existing and constantly
arising contradictions between the old and the new, between ele-
ments dying out and elements sprouting into existence, between
the retrograde and the progressive factors in our movement to
socialism constitute the basis of the entire state, economic and cul-
tural policy of the Party and the government. The non-antagonistic
character of these basic contradictions creates conditions in which it
is possible to discover and overcome them by means o f criticism and
self-criticism.

Criticism also exists in capitalist society. But in such a society,
where contradictions are antagonistic, where the interests of a small
capitalist class predominate, criticisms cannot overcome these con-
tradictions. It cannot eliminate the retrogressive phenomena in the
political, economic and cultural life of society. It enters into con-
tradiction with the social system itsell and encounters the resistance
of the ruling propertied classes. But criticisin in capitalist society
nevertheless has enormous political and propaganda importance. It
helps the people to see more clearly the ulcers of the bourgeois
regime and the reluctance and resistance of the capitalists to do
away with these ills. It impels the working people to fight for the
revolutionary transformation of the system itself.

In socialist society criticism not only exposes shortcomings, their
roots and the persons responsible for them, but also helps to remove
these shortcomings. Our society needs constant sharp and bold
criticism of mistakes and harmful practices incompatible with our
socialist system. Without criticism, mistakes cannot be corrected in
good time; our cadres may be lulled into complacency; vigilance
may weaken and corruption may develop in certain sectors of state,
economic and ideological work. Thus our advance toward socialism
will be slower and more difficult.

The Bulgarian Communist Party will continue to encourage criti-
cism and self-criticism in every possible way, as a powerful instru-
ment in overcoming contradictions and in eliminating shortcomings
in our life and work.

What is the nature of the criticism our Party is fighting for? We
resolutely oppose “criticism” whose aim is not to expose and help
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overcome shortcomings but to slander our socialist system, to ne-
gate our achievements, and attempt to confuse the working people
and undermine their faith in socialism, in the People’s Government
and in the Communist Party and its leadership. We will continue to
oppose the criticism that emanates from bourgeois and petty
bourgeois interests and ideology. We will oppose unprincipled, de-
structive, biased and ill-intentioned eriticism, because it is directed
against the foundations of the socialist system and because it serves
alien interests opposed to our own,

On the other hand, we stand for a constant deep going and
rounded criticism that consolidates the socialist system, that hf_EIpS it
to get rid of shortcomings and accelerates its all-round development
by castigating mistakes, vices and unwholesome actions, that ex-
poses those responsible for such shortcomings, and denounces those
unworthy of our society. This includes burcaucratic functionaries
who have isolated themselves from the people as well as corrupt and
decadent elements, In other words, we want and need constructive,
honest and fair criticism showing our shortcomings in the
framework of our enormous sueccesses and the advantages of
socialism; eriticism that strengthens the faith of the masses in the
Communist Party, that mobilizes the people and makes them more
active in the struggle lor the elimination of mistakes and shortcom-
ings.

For criticism and self-criticism can operate as a powerful motive

force in our society only if they become the concern of the greatest

number of people. If the workers in our enterprises, offices and
villages boldly oppose all harmful practices, if they struggle relent-
lessly and persistently for their elimination, our society will move
much more rapidly and radically to rid itself of the miasmas of the
old days; it will advance much more quickly.

Our Party must raise still higher the banner of bold, constructive
criticism and self-criticism. The Party and the press must encourage
this by every possible means. They must castigate severely those
who stifle criticism; and create an atmosphere for an ever fuller and
unhampered manifestation of every honest critical thought in our
country,

‘\'\""t? are faced with a two-fold task: On the one hand, it is the duty
of the Party and the state, rallving the masses still closer and leaning
on their consciousness and activity, to disclose and solve the r.‘(_;l:
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tradictions and the urgent problems in good time, facilitating and
speeding up the development of the production forces, technology
and culture throughout the country with a view to satisfying the
needs of the working people more fully. The existence of non-
antagonistic contradictions in our society dictates this policy. On the

other hand, it is our duty to increase the revolutionary vigilance of

the masses and their preparedness and the defensive capacity of our

socialist society to thwart the efforts of our capitalist remnants and of

international imperialism to undermine our people’s power. The
existence of antagonistic contradictions between us and our internal
and external enemies dictates such a policy.

Do

People’s Culture, Socialist Culture

Speech delivered at the concluding session
ol the Tirst Congress of Bulgarian Culture, May 20, 1967

Deal' Comrades, the First Congress of Bulgarian Culture has
concluded its work.

I would like to subscribe to the opinion, unanimously expressed
from this rostrum, that the First Congress of Culture will be re-
corded in Bulgaria's cultural annals and our nation’s life as a historic
event.

For several days now we have encompassed in our thinking the
difficult roads, the great wealth and inexhaustible treasure of the
Bulgarian people’s thousand-year-old culture. We again rejoiced at
the fine successes achieved by our socialist cultural revolution that
has made it possible for culture to penetrate every home, to become
accessible to every worker and to become part and parcel of our
people’s lives.

The Congress itself was a splendid manifestation of the great
successes of the socialist cultural revolution in Bulgaria and the
advance of our national culture. At the same time it showed une-
quivocally that the cultural revolution and our national culture rest
on the principles of internationalism and Marxist-Leninist ideology.

17
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It demonstrated the international solidarity and the aspirations of
the Bulgarian people and our cultural workers, as well as our pro-
found respect for the progressive culture of all nations, large and
small; our respect for and devotion to the liberation struggle of the
working class and all working people throughout the world.

We once again expressed our profound respect and love for the
revolutionary culture of the great Soviet Union—daring and pro-
foundly humane and a powerful influence upon modern civilization.

[ cannot fail to note with satistaction that the correct policy of the
Bulgarian Communist Party and, more specifically, its policy in the
field of culture was reaffirmed. Neither can I fail to note with gratifi-
-ation the unity and cohesion around the Bulgarian Communist
Party and its Central Committee so vividly manifested here. Tt is
this unity and cohesion, we may even call it comradeship, between
Party and cultural workers, and between cultural workers and
Party, which give promise of future successes.

The prolound significance of the present Congress is also estab-
lished by the [act that it confirmed cultural reform on the basis of
new structure, style and methods in the leadership of our entire
cultural front.

Years, scores of years, will pass and our culture will develop ever
more successtully; it will grow richer and its achievements will mul-
tiply. Future congresses of culture will have to resolve new prob-
lems. Nevertheless. the First Congress of Culture in Bulgaria will
go down in history as a congress of creative initiative and the fruit of
the triumphant April line of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian
Communist Party.

Comrades, we have all stressed our agreement with the evalua-
tions, conclusions and undertakings for Bulgaria’s further cultural
development contained in the excellent report delivered by Com-
rade Pavel Matev.! It is gratifving that this was confirmed by all who
spoke from this rostrum and that valuable thoughts and considera-
tions were expressed as to the road traversed by our culture and the
prospects for its future development.

To answer the question “what is important and ptll'ti('[l]k’tll']'\’
gratifying in the work of the Congress?” one might say that it is

tPavel Mater, (1924 -] outstanding Bulgarian poet, Chairmun of the State Committee
on Arl and Culture.
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gratifying not only that all the comrades who took the floor attached
great value to the basic factors in the development of our national
culture, but also that during the Congress we took their opinions to
heart and were moved by them. I cannot resist the temptation to say
a few words about these factors for they are the three inexhaustible
sources of our national socialist culture.

The first source is our rich cultural heritage—the thousand-year-
old Bulgarian culture. We are proud that through the centuries the
Bulgarian people with their skillful hands and their genius have
created a fine material and spiritual culture. Resolutely rejecting
any negative attitude towards our cultural heritage, we approach it
with a sense of reverence, with love and respect lor our lorefathers,
our talented working people and those who, under exceptionally
hard conditions of bondage, ruthless exploitation and [ascist dic-
tatorship, worked tirelessly for the creation of Bulgaria’s national
culture. The fruit of these heroic efforts and the national genius, this
culture has been and continues to be a source of inspiration.

Our revolutionary, national-democratic and proletarian cultural
traditions arc of particularly great importance to the development of
modern Bulgarian culture. T hey constitute a tremendous capital for
our people to draw upon. We have the obligation to continue con-
sidering these traditions attentively and carefully and to make even
ampler use of them for the further progress of Bulgaria’'s new
socialist culture.

The second source of our culture today is our present socialist life,
which the people are building with enthusiasm and optimism.
Creating our material and spiritual culture and establishing a new
way of life in our country are processes in which the people them-
selves undergo a change; the socialist worker in Bulgaria is a man
with a rich inner life, a new world outlook, new ideals, He is a man
of bold initiative. The artistic interpretation of our life, with all its
contradictions and variety, with all its many facets, along with its
communist purposefulness, is a great source of inspiration for our
modern culture.

The third source we draw upon is world culture—the heights
scaled by human genius, thought and constructive
work—mankind’s progressive culture, We cherish feelings of pro-
found respect for this culture from which we learn and will continue
to learn. World socialist culture and, in the first place, the culture of




20 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

the great Soviet Union, plays and will continue to play a role which
is of immense and invaluable significance to us.

It is from these streams that the high flowing river of Bulgarian
culture takes its nourishment today. They determine its content, its
powerful current and its dynamic movement. It is from these
sources that we will draw the sap of life in developing our culture, in
building a new society and in educating the man of the future, the
man of communist society.

The utilization of these three sources will continue to lend mean-

ing, power and initiative to our work as it relates to the education of

our people, and especially the youth, in a spirit of patriotism and
internationalism. It will strengthen our national dignity, opening up
new and unexpected potentialities in the enhancement of our sound
and realistic optimism, increasing our confidence, self-respect and
enthusiasm, protecting our working people and inspiring them to
new exploits for the cause of socialism and the people’s happiness.

It is our common and sacred duty to guard the swift current of our
culture as it is replenished from these {resh and crystal-clear sources
and to prevent anything which might muddy and foul its purity.

We have always been faced with questions that we cannot evade:
what culture do we create, what are the goals of our cultural activity
and policy, what values do we create and who will be, so to speak,
their consumers? Modern Bulgarian culture will develop success-
fully in the future only if it proceeds from the interests of the
working class and the people, from the positions of socialism and
communism.

As we draw inspiration from the first source of our thousand-
year-old culture—our cultural heritage; from the second source,
which enables us to interpret artistically the life of new Bulgaria
—our socialist life; and from the third source—the treasure-house of
progressive world culture—we should always remember that we are
serving the people, that we are working in their interest. We should
always remember that there are two cultures; one that serves man-
kind and the progressive development of the world—social,
economic, political, ideological and moral—and the other serving
the exploiters and imperialists who try by hook and by crook to foist
it upon us. For us, the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party, and for our whole Party, there is no criterion for
checking cultural values and their utility other than whether they
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have a profoundly popular character that serves the pe‘oplcr‘s in-
terests, which today are part and parcel of the interests of socialism
and communism.

We well know that the People’s Republic of Bulgarian is at a
specific stage of its development. This stage has ‘its u‘cti\-'e ol)je_'r{,-livle
laws as well as its own contradictions. The life of the people is
exceedingly complex, varied and contradictory and all this should
be taken into account. But if the life of the people should be por-
traved as it is, we should never forget that our people are building a
v way of life, and it is this new way of life for which we live, work
and win fresh victories. And this is our popular, our great com-
munist truth.

Comrades, The greatest accomplishment of our Congress is ﬂj at it
adopted a new statute for the organization and development of cul-
ture and particularly of its leadership.

The Congress unanimously supported the considerations and
motils for a further democratization of the cultural front and for the
reorganization of the Committee of Art and Culture into a public
and state organ, Many of the comrades who took the floor stressed
the profoundly democratic traditions ol our people and the process
governed by objective law that characterizes our socialist society
process of steadfast development of socialist democracy in all fields
of life.

All this is perfectly valid. Tt is a solid, objective prerequisite to
look cm‘lstaut.lr\: for suitable forms, for ways and means of further
democratizing our life, including, of course, our cultural life.

In discussing this question now, in 1967, one should bear in mind

el

that one of the basic factors in the reorganization which is taking
place in the leadership of the cultural front is the new system of
management elaborated by the Central Committee of the Bulgarian
Communist Party. The new system introduced profound changes in
the organization and management of production and in the de-
velopment of our economy. But it goes far beyond the\ e(ronomi.c
sphere: its thinking and basic principles affect all fields of public life
in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, including the complex and
varied field of culture.

This system aims at gradually raising the scientific standards of

the management of our entire social development, making full use
of the objective natural and social laws and enlisting the working
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people and the men of letters and the arts more and more in the
various sectors of our economy, politics, culture and the leadership
of the state.

The implementation and development of the principles of the
new system and their practical application in our economy have
shown that under the present conditions it is possible and warrant-
ed to reorganize the leadership of the entire cultural front in the
spirit of this system. What we have achieved thus far is merely a
beginning. Prior to the Congress we built up a corresponding or-
ganizational structure. As you know, the chief local units for the
coordination and leadership of culture were elected, there were
district, town and minicipal councils on culture and art. Now the
Congress has elected the central leadership: the Committee of Art
and Culture.

It would not be correct, however, to think that with this reorgani-
zation and the new structure based on the new system all questions
of the socialist cultural revolution will now be resolved automati-
cally, as if by a magic wand.

It must be said that there were and probably still are people in
our country who either fail to grasp the essence of this
reorganization—this is natural since it concerns something new—or
they do not deem that this reorganization is necessary. Some of our
friends abroad have not vet had the opportunity to realize the es-
sence of this reorganization. Indeed, what we are doing Nnow 1$ an
experiment—but it is by no means the result of a whim,

Many comrades have said here that T am the initiator. I do not
know the purpose of this suggestion. Do they want me to be held
responsible in case things go wrong? I do not shirk my respon-
sibilities, but this is not what is involved here. I would like to make
it clear that the reorganization we are now carrying out is the natural
result of the development and application of the principles underly-
ing the new system of management which was collectively elabo-
rated by the Party's Central Committee.

Comrades, one must indeed be a patriot, must know Bulgaria’s
history and the history of our cultural development well, in order to
be able to understand fully the meaning of the experiment we are
carrying out. There are specilic conditions in our country, original-
ity in the building up and development of Bulgarian culture, pro-
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foundly popular and democratic traditions in this field such as are
rarely encountered in other countries.

How were the Bulgarian people able to display such maturity and
such high national consciousness as to build up and develop an
original culture, to set up library clubs and school boards and to
form amateur theatrical companies in the dark days of five centuries
of Ottoman domination?

How were our people, the progressive men of letters and the arts
and our people’s intelligentsia able to develop an original, progres-
sive national culture in the face of opposition, persecution and ruth-
less terror under bourgeois rule and even in the period of fascist
dictatorship?

Another question arises: why, in the conditions of the people’s
rule, of the upsurge of our people’s material and spiritual resources,
at a time when our men of letters and the arts are already a large

army educated in the spirit of pure patriotism and the ideas of

communism, should thay not take the initiative and the responsibil-
ity for the further development of Bulgarian culture?

We consider the reorganization as an expression of tremendous
conflidence on the part of the Party's Central Committee and our
whole Party in our entire intelligentsia, both cultural and technical.
It has won this confidence by its excellent work and its deeds that
have shown it is indeed capable of creating cultural values, guided

by the interests and needs of the great cause of communism.

We therefore need not be concerned that certain state functions
in the leadership of the cultural revolution are intended to develop
on a public basis, and that the role of the cultural unions, ideological
institutions, etc. is enhanced in the leadership of the cultural front.
This is a process governed by objective law. And if all this is being
done for the first time in Bulgaria, it is because of the specific
historical conditions in the development of our culture and because
of the army of cultural workers—tremendous for the size of our
country and vitally linked with the people and the policy of the
Bulgarian Communist Party.

We are proud of our cultural workers—our writers, artists, stage

and screen actors, musicians, journalists, as well as the hundreds of
thousands of participants in amateur art companies, We are proud ol

our teachers, who tirelessly devote their effort and knowledge to
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educating cultured and daring young people, loyal to socialism. We
are prcmd of our scientists, architects, engineers and inventors. We
are proud of all those who spread our culture among the masses.
Experienced and capable, they can assume the responsibility for the
further development and advance of Bulgaria’s national culture.

As I have already pointed out, organization and structure cannot
automatically resolve questions. In the future, we shall still have to
exert ourselves to overcome contradictions in our cultural devel-
opment, to combat conservatism and anything that obstructs our
progressive development; we shall still have to combat ideological
diversion in defense of daring creation and communist innovation.

Life moves forward. Today the stage of our development is differ-
ent from what it was vesterday. Some of the laws that applied during
the first stage of our socialist revolution are no longer in force—new
laws of social development keep emerging.

Scientists and men ol letters and the arts, therefore, are con-
fronted with a vitally important task: to create cultural values and to
develop theory. General truths cannot be applied mechanically to
all facts and phenomena, to all stages ol development. Theory as
well as practice must also develop and improve.

Our strength is manifested by the fact that after the April Plenary
Session of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist
Party we proceeded on a concrete basis with the constructive de-
velopment of Marxist-Leninist theory and to the theoretical and
practical solution of questions connected with our economy, our
social, political and state development and the cultural
revolution—bearing in mind the specific conditions of the construc-
tion of socialism in our country and making use of the experience of
other socialist countries, especially of the Soviet Union.

In the future, too, our development, the development of the
theory and practice of socialist culture, will be realized in an atmos-
phere of free, creative discussion. I do not think it necessary to
convince you that we have in mind discussions that are based on
Marxist-Leninist ideas, on popular traditions and the people’s in-
terests. We need such discussions as will unite and strengthen crea-
tive freedom and stimulate spiritual development. The develop-
ment of science and socialist culture is impossible without such
discussion and without a clash of opinions.

The October Revolution and
the Historic Destiny
of the Bulgarian People

Article in Praveda. Seplember 29, 1967

alf a century ago, when the news of the October Revo-
lution spread around the world, the founder of the Bulgarian
Communist Party, Dimiter Blagoev!-—our Grandpa—warmly
greeted “the Russian proletarian revolution,” assessing it as “one of
the greatest historical events, an event of universal and paramount
importance to the life of the nations.”
And now, when we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the great
October Revolution, the Bulgarian communists proudly recall Di-
miter Blagoev's farsighted words. Today there is no man on earth,

"Dimiter Blagoev {1856-1924), first organizer of the Bulgarian socialist movement. He
founded and led the Bulgarian working class party on August 2. 1891. Blagoeu,
afectionately called Grandpa by Bulgarians, was the outstanding proletarian rev-
olutionary leader and Marxist theoretician in the Balkans at the end of the 19th and
beginning of the 20th centuries.
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friend or foe, who does not know that during those historic days the
Russian workers and peasants, soldiers and sailors, led by Lenin and
the Bolshevik Party, ushered in the era of socialism and com-
munism. Today all progressive mankind welcomes the 50th an-
niversary as a cherished holiday of all that has been achieved during
these years, as a holiday of dreams and hopes, of faith and belief in
the happy communist future.

In the autumn of 1917, in the royal palace in Sofia, the dynastic
clique and the leaders of the bourgeois parties frantically sought
ways and means of muffling the thunder of the guns of those who
had stormed the Winter Palace in Petrograd. All their machinations
were doomed to failure. Bulgaria was among the first countries
where the sparks emanating from Russia caused a revolutionary
conflagration. And this was no accident—it was brought about by a
series of profound historical reasons that made it practically inevita-
ble.

In the first place, century-old bonds existed between the Bul-
garian and the Russian peoples and between the Bulgarian national
democratic liberation movement and the Russian revolutionary
democrats. Russian armies had liberated the Bulgarian people from
five centuries of Ottoman bondage, a fact of tremendous historical
impact. There was a profound nationwide conviction that “the Rus-
sians are our brothers, our flesh and blood,” as the poet wrote. Our
people knew that those who fought under the banner of revolution
were the sons of our liberators. Thus, our people’s love for Russia
was an enormous factor in the extent to which we were influenced
by the October Revolution.

Second, from its very inceptions, the workers’ movement in Bul-
garia was inseparably linked with the struggles of the Russian pro-
letariat. Dimiter Blagoev, the founder of one of the first Marxist
groups in Russia, always had close relations with the Russian social
democrats. Blagoev’s followers—Bulgaria’s revolutionaries—had
taken an active part in the armed uprising against tsarism in 1903,
Bolsheviks found a warm welcome in our country when ruthlessly
persecuted by the tsarist regime. One of the safest channels for
Iskra passed through Bulgaria. Many Russian revolutionaries, in-
cluding Lenin, lived as emigrés with Bulgarian passports provided
by Blagoev's Party. And many Bulgarians took an active part in the
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October Revolution. In the thick of the revolution Lenin sent his
personal courier to Blagoev.

The Bulgarian Left-wing Socialists knew the state of affairs in the
Russian social democratic movement, which enabled them to assess
correctly the actions of Lenin and the Bolsheviks and to give the
October Revolution their unreserved approval and support at a time
when social democratic leaders in other countries were reacting
with hostility.

Third, at the turn of the century the Party of the Bulgarian Marx-
ists emerged as one of the most consistent revolutionary currents in
international social democracy. Its stand on the questions of peace
and war was correct and steadfast, and its representatives supporte d
the Bolshevik faction at the Zimmerwald Conference.? The heroic,
anti-military propaganda of tte Bulgarian Workers’ Social Democra-
tic Party (Left-wing Socialists) helped to enlarge its ranks and en-
hance its authority among the masses, to step up revolutionary
unrest at the front and in the rear, and to properly organize it.

All of these conditions explain the powerful political impact of the
October Socialist Revolution on Bulgaria. October set an infectious
example; it gave the signal for immediate revolutiionary action as
the only way out of the unbearable situation that had been created
in our country. Insurrection broke out in various military units in

quick succession and armed clashes occurred in different parts of

the country. In the autumn of 1918, under the slogan of "Let Us
Follow the Example of Our Russian Brothers!” the great Vladaya
Soldiers” Insurrection broke out.® This is what Lenin wrote about it:
“At the price of national sacrifices we have preserved such
international revolutionary influence that now Bulgaria is directly
following our example!™ We, the sons and daughters of the Vladaya

2 The International Socialist Conference, held in Zimmerwald, Switzerland, Sep-
tember 5-8, 1915, was the first such gathering during World War 1. It was attended
by 38 delegates from 11 European countries, Lenin formed a Left group, against the
Kautskyite majority, in which the Bolsheviks alone adhered to the correct and consis-
tently internationalist stand against the war.

3 Vigdaya Soldiers Insurrection, 1918: the first armed attempt to overthrow the
bourgeois monarchist power in Bulgaria and establish a people’s democratic republic.

* Lenin Collected Works {English Language edition), Progress Publishers, Moscow
19635, Vol. 28, p. 112.
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heroes, are proud of our country, which succeeded in “following
directly” the example of the nation that was the first to raise the
banner of the socialist revolution'

The defeat of the Vladaya Insurrection failed to stop the re-
volutionary process in Bulgaria. When international reaction tried
to thwart the revolution, the Bulgarian Communist Party, fulfilling
its sacred international duty, took the lead of the popular movement
against attempts to use Bulgarian soil as a springboard for an inva-
sion of Soviet Russia, Meetings, demonstrations, strikes and peasant
unrest rocked the country. Although there was a shortage of bread
at that time, ships loaded with wheat left the Black Sea and Danu-
bian ports for the free shores of the first workers” and peasants’ state,

The intensified struggle in support of Soviet Russia strengthened
the influence of the Bulgarian Communist Party among the broad
masses—a proof that genuine internationalism contributes to the
development of the national revolutionary movement. The history
of the Bulgarian communist movement from October 1917 until
September 1944 confirms this conclusion, bearing out the truth that
the greater the authority and influence of the Soviet Union in a
country, the more developed and consolidated its revolutionary
movement becomes, along with the power and influence of its
communist party.

Under the powerful ideological impact of the October Revolu-
tion, our Party reassessed the long road it had traversed in a
Leninist direction. It assumed the name Communist Party, became
co-founder of the Communist International, adopted the ideologi-

cal, political and organizational principles of Bolshevism and.
gradually overcoming its social-democratic errors and shortcomings,
turned into a party of the new Leninist type. The Septemer 1923
Uprising® it had led—the first anti-fascist uprising in the world-
—played an exceptionally significant role in the Bolshevization of
our Party. The Uprising had been crushed with unprecedented
ruthlessness. But the impassioned and proud appeal “Let Us Follow
the Example of Our Russian Brothers!” born in the stormy October

® September 1923 Uprising: a mass uprising of the Bulgarian people, lod by the
Bulgarian Communist Party, which aimed to overthrow the monarcho-fascist power
and establish 4 government of workers and peasants. It was the first anti-fascist
uprising in world history.
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days, survived our bloody defeat. Glorified by the |'1f3r01:5;1'r1 and the
self-sacrifice of the Septembrists, this appeal was never forgotten by
- people.
ml\i&-’l::-dlrew a profound lesson from the defeat of the‘Septemll)cr
1923 Uprising and the Party began to reorganize tho.se %a)rces w}_nc.ln
had remained intact. It offered firm resistance to Left and ng]i'f
deviations from the Leninist Party line, steeled its ranks, cgns()h—
dated and expanded its ties with the masses and prepared for the
final decisive battle. . 0
During these years of fierce class struggle, the 17_101‘.1? mﬂuen:;?' 0
the October Revolution and of socialist construction in the E-b‘ol.{
was of great importance to the members of the Party, of the lo'ung
Communist League and to the broadest strata of the po pulatloTi,
The deeds and example of the heroes of the Revolution—the St.
Petersburg workers and Red Army men, the shockworkers, the
champions of the Stakhanov movement, Pal‘nﬁl()}-'lsis ;1‘nd the yo.ungi’,‘
guards—all inspired our working people. In the face of the danger 0‘
execution by firing squads or on the gallows, the sons and daughters
of our people raised revolutionary slogans and greeted 'the.gm.at
land of the Soviets. What many of them said before they died in the
struggle constitutes a magnificent antholog,\’ ol I"fmu'ldless .lov.e ;.m(i
gratitude for the communist exploits of the IS()Vlet people and
Lenin’s party. The treasure house of Bulgarian 'and wo_rld pro-
letarian literature has been enriched by verses inspired by October,
verses about the swift Red squadrons of the Revolution and ab(?l_lt
Moscow—the lodestar of the new era—and about the Russian
Prometheus who lighted the torch of the future. There were verses
about the new man; the citizen of socialist society, anil tl'le .supr(?me
principle of our own life—friendship with the 5()\-‘1(?‘1' anoTl—
—written by Bulgaria’s most outstanding poets, from Hristo Smyr-
nenski to Nikola Vaptsarov.® 14
Under the leadership of the tremendous and many-sided activity
of the Bulgarian Communist Party, our people met t'he nazi_att_ack
against the Soviet Union as if it were an attack against their own

& Hristo Smyrnenski (1898-1923}, outstanding Bulgarian proletarian poet and author.
Nicola Vaptsarov (1909-1942) famous Bulgarian revolutionary poet.



30 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

country, against their lives and destinies, their dreams and ideals.
Our Party organized a mass struggle against the capitalist military-
royalist dictatorship and against German fascism and its stooges in
our country. Because of their correct approach the mmmunis;’s also
won supporters in the army, including General Vladimir Zaimov, an
honest patriot and great friend of the Soviet Union, who was exe-
cuted by the fascists. The powerful popular resistance movement in
Btllgaaria prevented the German occupiers and the bourgeois rulers
from sending a single Bulgarian soldier to the Eastern Front, The
partisans, political prisoners, outlaws, partisan supporters, com-
munists and their sympathizers lived, fought and died with the
proud consciousness that they were soldiers of the great army
which, headed hy the Soviet communists, was mutin_g the’ nuzi
ACETess0TS.

Lenin’s idea of a worker-peasant alliance, so brilliantly realized in
October, found its expression in our Fatherland Front, set up on the
inilia:ti\-'e of the Communist Party. This program proved to be salut-
ary for Bulgaria, mobilizing the masses who, in September 1944
with the decisive assistance of the Sovict Armny of Liberation, 1001;
power into their own hands. Our people are right when they say
that the September 1944 Uprising would have been inconceivable
without that of the great October Revolution. The socialist revolu-
t?(m in Bulgaria was a natural continuation of the October Revolu-
tion.

Socialist construction in Bulgaria has fully confirmed Lenin’s as-
sessment of the signif‘i(!arlce of Soviet experience, and continues to
do so. In 1918, Lenin said, “The experience which the workers now
united in trade unions and local organizations are acquiring in the
practical work of organizing the whole of production on a national
scale cannot be taken away, no matter how difficult the vicissitudes
the Russian revolution and the international socialist revolution may
pass through. It has gone down in history as socialism’s gain, and on
it the future world revolution will erect its socialist cdiﬂ(.-(:j“T

Not so long ago the Bulgarian people solemnly celebrated the
23rd anniversary of the socialist revolution in Bulgaria. From the

7 Lenin, Ibid, Vol. 27, p. 413
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viewpoint of our own experience during these 23 years, we ex-
amined the road traversed by our people under the leadership of
the Bulgarian Communist Party. It is a brilliant confirmation of the
tremendous role of the all-round fraternal assistance and support
rendered by the Soviets to a young socialist state. There were his-
toric successes and victories, there were work and struggle, there
was a road of inevitable difficulties to overcome in our advance along
the path of adapting Soviet experience to our own conditions.

Today the People’s Republic of Bulgaria is developing into a
modern socialist state, Compared with 1939, a mere 23 years shows
that the gross social product has increased seven times and the
national income has quintup]ed; industrial pmduct ion has increased
97 times and the production of the means of production 39 times,
while agricultural production increased more than 2.5 times. Dur-
ing the period of the Fourth Five-Year Plan alone, as much fixed
capital was created as during the whole existence of the Bulgarian
state up to 1961.

The political line of our party, mapped out by its Fifth Congress
(1948), the April 1855 Plenary Session of the Central Committee of
the Bulgarian Communist Party, and further developed by the
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Congresses, 1s a creative application of
Marxist-Leninist teachings and of Soviet experience in Bulgaria.

We look upon a number of formulations and decisions of our
party, typical of socialist construction in our country, as an original
and creative approach in accordance with our national and other
specific objective conditions. They are a further development and
modification of the experience of the October Revolution and its
results by a later revolution, a transforming social activity based on
the experience and support of the first socialist revolution in the
world. We will point out a few of these formulations and decisions.

The main unit in the creative search on the front of socialist
construction at the present stage is the new system of management
and its consistent application and development. This new system is
based on the full application and development of Lenin’s principles
on management. It consists in adapting the system of management
to the objectively acting mechanism of the economic laws of a de-
veloped socialist society, and thus sccuring the country’s still more
rapid development toward socialism and communism.
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In the past few years, our Party has made an important advance in
expanding the sphere of action and the utilization of the law of
concentration, specialization and co-operation of socialist produc-
tion. To accomplish this end, some undertakings have already been
carried out that are exceptionally large for the scale of our country’s
SC:OIIO!Tl}’.

First, we have the merger of the co-operative farms. Our Party
found that under our conditions co-operative farms were the most
suitable form for the socialist reconstruction of agriculture. We were
the second in the world after the Soviet Union to achieve the
triumph of socialism in the countryside. This co-operative farm
merger is actually a further development of Lenin’s co-operative
plan under the conditions of victorious socialism. The process of
increasing the degree of socialization of the means of production in
agriculture has provided ample opportunity for applying the
economic laws of socialism in all spheres of expanded reproduction
and creating real prerequisites for the development ol agriculture
on a modern industrial basis. This enables us to gradually resolve
another complex task of historic significance: the elimination of the
age-old socio-economic differences between town and country.

The formation of the Union of the Co-operative Farms and the
impending merger of the Union of the Co-operative Farms with the
Central Co-operative Union are of great importance in the further
development of the co-operative system in the countryside. What it
means is that a qualitatively new socio-economic organization will
actually be created—a form of the economic integration of co-
operative producers and co-operative trade organizations that will
facilitate the linking of kindred and mutually related economic
spheres in the reproductive process of agriculture.

Second, the setting up of state trusts. It has been confirmed by
our experience that these are an efficient form of the further con-
centration of socialist production—a qualitatively new, higher form
of economic management under socialism which fully corresponds
to the present state of the development of the productive forces and
production relations and to socio-economic life as a whole, In estab-
lishing the state trusts, we were guided by Lenin’s idea about the
socialist trusts in seeking forms of concentration of production under
the conditions of the modern scientific and technical revolution.,
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Third, the reorganization of the Committee of Art and Culture
into a social and state organ. The first Congress of Bulgarian Culture
(May 1967), which took into account certain specific historical condi-
tions, as the originality and profound democratic traditions in the
formation and development of our culture, found that the necessary
prerequisites were at hand in Bulgaria to further democratize lead-
ership on the cultural front on the basis of Lenin’s teaching about
the cultural revolution and on the basis of our new system. A social
and political body was established that will coordinate the rights and
possibilities of state power with the increased role and autonomy of
the cultural unions and ideological institutions with the competence
and interests of the workers in this field, which is vitally important
for the triumph of socialism.

Life has taught us that after the complete victory of socialist pro-
duction relation, the creation and consolidation of the people’s
moral and political unity, the joint work of the Communist Party
with its allies, the Bulgarian Agrarian Union, is an exceptionally
important task. Indeed it is a necessity for successful socialist con-
struction, especially in the countryside. The Fatherland Front, the
largest socio-political organization of Bulgarian patriots, also uses
new forms in enlisting almost all politically active citizens in our
social life.

The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is confidently advancing along
the road of socialism. The Bulgarian communists and the Bulgarian
working people see the surest guarantee of the prosperity of their
country in the indissoluble friendship between their Party and the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, between the Bulgarian and
the Soviet peoples, and in the establishment of ever closer contacts
between our two countries.

The slogan of the heroes of our revolutionary battles “Let Us
Follow the Example of our Russian Brothers!”is still valid for us,
acquiring new meaning that makes it an ever greater moral and
material force yielding abundant fruit every day.

Because it has been built up naturally in the course of long and
stubborn struggles, drawing its vital strength from deep roots, the
alliance between the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics is the most significant fact in the
centuries-old history of our state. The alliance, reaffirmed by the
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new treaty of friendship, co-operation and mutual assistance bet-
ween our two fraternal countries, has enhanced and consolidated
the international prestige of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria in the
Balkans, in Europe, and throughout the world.

We are happy and proud that between the BCP and the CPSU
and between our countries, relations are a model of contemporary
proletarian internationalism and of socialist internationalism in ac-
tion.

The great October Socialist Revolution gave a gigantic impetus to
the world revolutionary process. It showed the world revolutionary
forces most convincingly that a triumphant socialist revolution was
possible, and it opened up before them immense prospects for vie-
tory in their own countries. Under its influence the international
communist movement expanded, turning into a powerful organized
political foree which has no equal and to which the future belongs.

The decisive impact of the great October Revolution on the world
revolutionary process resulted in the world revolutionary system
which is the greatest gain of mankind’s struggles, next to the Oc-
tober Revolution itself and the establishment of the Soviet State.
The contribution of the Soviet Union and of the CPSU to the estab-
lishment of the world socialist system and of a new socialist type of
international relations is invaluable, based as it is on the principles
of equality, respect for national sovereignty and fraternal mutual
assistance in building a new society and in lighting unitedly against
imperialism. The economic, political and military might of the
Soviet Union has become the bedrock of a rapid and successful
development of socialist construction in the fraternal socialist coun-
tries and a guarantor of their prosperity and might. It ensures the
transformation of the world socialist system into the chief
revolutionary force of the present period and an indestructible
foundation for the development of the world along the road to com-
munisim.

The example of the October Revolution and the scope and power
of the world communist movement also gave a strong impetus to the
struggle against the age-old colonial system and led to its collapse.
The vast colonial territories and peoples have been transformed, as
Lenin predicted, from a reserve of capitalism and imperialism into a
reserve ol socialism, into allies in the struggle against imperialism.

As aresult of the joint efforts of millions of fighters and, in the first
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place, of the communists of the Soviet Union for over half a century,
communist ideclogy has become the pre-dominant ideological force
in the world. Anti-communism is not only losing influence, but it is
more and more frequently turning against its authors and dis-
seminators. Nevertheless, the failure of anti-communism does not
mean that communist ideas have now become easily accessible to all
the people in the world. Imperialism is not ready or resigned to
perish. This can be seen from the history of the 50-year period
following the October Revolution and from the latest world
developments. In spite of the protests of millions of progressive
people, the unbridled escalation of US aggression against the Viet-
namese people is expanding. Isracl's aggression against the Arab
nations has led to a serious aggravation of the climate in another part
of the world. There are also many other signs that show that world
reaction, steered by the United States, is trying to turn back the
gains people have made in the last half-century.

Our Party is quite confident of the power of the world communist
and revolutionary movement, of the power and might of the world
socialist system, and the inevitable triumph of communism. But
communist optimism must include revolutionary vigilance. Com-
munists are not idle dreamers but fighters of a Leninist character.
Our Party harbors no illusions with regard to developments,
whether near or distant. We are taking all necessary measures to
defend, if the need arises, side by side with the Warsaw Pact
member-states, the gains and peaceful prosperity of our country and
of the entire socialist community.

The Bulgarian Communist Party is well aware of the fact that the
principal condition for bridling the imperialists and frustrating their
plans is the unity and cohesion of the countries of the world socialist
system, of the international communist movement and of the prog-
ressive forces all over the world. That is why the Bulgarian com-
munists and the entire Bulgarian people are profoundly indignant at
the actions of Mao Tse-Tung and his adventurous group. We find no
justification for any action directed against the Soviet Union, against
the CPSU, the international communist movement and against our
unity and cohesion in the face of our sworn enemy. We cannot
assume a postion of “neutrality” as il it were a matter of ordinary
difference between two parties and not of frenzied slanderous at-
tacks by the Chinese leaders against the Soviet Union and the entire
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world communist movement, attacks which betray the interests of

communism everywhere, including China.

The international creed of the Bulgarian Communist Party was
expressed by the great son of our people, that outstanding militant
of the international communist movement, Georgi Dimitrov. On
the 20th anniversary of the October Revolution, Dimitrov wrote in
Pravda:

“There is no and there cannot be any surer criterion for determin-
ing who is a friend and who is an enemy of the cause of the working
class and socialism, who is a supporter and who an opponent of
democracy and peace, except one’s attitude toward the Soviet
Union. The touchstone for checking the sincerity and honesty of
every militant of the workers’ movement, of every workers’ party
and organization of the working people, of every democrat in the
capitalist countries is their attitude towards the great land of
socialism.”

We have been educated by Georgi Dimitrov and his words are
deeply impressed on our hearts and minds. We, Bulgarian com-
munists, see that there is something suspiciously similar in the
slogan of the counter-revolutionaries “for Soviets without the com-
munists” and the suggestions for unity of the international com-
munist movement without and against the CPSU and the Soviet
Union. No, he who is against the CPSU and the Soviet Union is not
and cannot be a friend. He is not and cannot be a tighter for com-
munist unity and for the communist cause.

A year ago the Ninth Party Congress found that conditions were
ripening for convening an international conference of communist
and workers’ parties. Today, the necessity of holding such a confer-
ence is even more obvious. The unity and cohesion of our forces are
more necessary than ever, and no consideration can prevent us from
accepting the historic responsibility that rests on our shoulders.

Party Work with the Youth and
The Dimitrov Young |
Communist League (Komsomol)

BCP Thesis on the Youth and the Komsomol,
October 12, 1967 [Excerpts)

he education of the youth in a spirit of patriotism is of paramount
importance, but here, as in other activities, a radical c}u{n'ge, a
new approach is called for in order to meet the present conditions.

We have in mind the intensification of this education, the proper
combination of internationalism with patriotism, and r.fle m_‘.-r}i.da'rwe
of any imbalance between internat ionalist and patriotic ed h‘(,‘lﬂflf)l'r-.

We believe that special attention should be devoted to the follow-
ing formulations: |

First: Our Party has always followed a consistent line in educating
the people, the youth, in a spirit of internationalism.

Dimiter Blagoev, Georgi Dimitrov and their collaboraters, the
Party itself, have for many decades educated our members and the
Komsomol in the spirit of proletarian internationalism; in the pro-

3
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tound love of, and indestructible friendship with, the Soviet people;
in the spirit of solidarity with the working people of the world and
with peoples who are fighting for freedom, independence and social
progress. The attitude of deep affection and gratitude to the Soviet
peoples, to the great Party of Lenin, is accompanied by a readiness
to safeguard, consolidate and develop Bulgarian-Soviet friendship as
our most valuable possession, as the source of great creative power.
It must continue to be an inseparable part of the patriotic and
international education of our youth and people, a law of our new
development along the road to socialism and communism,

In this spirit, the Party and its present leadership continued after
September 9, 1944, to promote internationalism and friendship
with the Soviet people, the peoples of the socialist countries and the
working people all over the world. It is in this spirit that the Party
and its leadership today educate Bulgarian communists, Komsomol
members, the Bulgarian people in general. We believe that those
who succeed us will carry on this glorious tradition. since it is de-
termined not only by our communist views but also by the vital
interests of the Bulgarian people, of our state and of socialist and
communist construction in Bulgaria.

In the years of struggle against capitalism and fascism, the com-
munists and the Komsomol members manifested their consistent
internationalism and profound patriotism, their boundless love of
the people and the homeland.

The activities of the Party and the Komsomol in the years of the
people’s government are examples of patriotic tasks in the interest
of Bulgaria and, at the same time, of an honest and worthy
fulfillment of our international duty.

Second: Nevertheless we should state that, considering the line of
development of our international traditions, we have tended in our
general work to underestimate the importance of the patriotic educa-
tion of the people and the youth in particular.

It is true that much has been done in recent years for the educa-
tion of the younger generation in the spirit of patriotism, but what
has been done so far is still inadequate. For our youth in not just an
abstraction. It was not born and is not living in a no man’s land; it
has its own genealogy, its own motherland, whose history is full of
dramatic events and heroic feats.
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Do we make proper use of this past in educating our youth? I
submit that we do not, and that, even worse, there is hm‘dl_\_-: any
other nation that permits such underestimation and even defama-
tion of its own historical past.

We need to assess Bulgarian history from a Marxist-Leninist point
of view. The popular masses are the creators of history, and the
historical figures who were leaders of the people and the country in
arious per_iorls were the spokesmen of the people’s social aspira-
tions and tendencies.

A Marxist assessment of the objective role of Bulgaria's eminent
figures is therefore essential. Our predecessors wto lived in this
countryside, at these crossroads, fought selflessly over centuries
under _extren':ely difficult conditions to preserve the Bulgarian state,
to save the Slavs from assimilation. This was a mighty struggle
involving prodigious eflorts, great sacrifices to save Bulgaria [rom
the threats of the modern Bvzantine Empire, of the Franks and the
other barbarians who made frequent incursions into our lands. Yet
we do not emphasize this.

We do not speak of Khan Asparouh, the founder of the Bulgarian
state; we do not speak of Kroum the Terrible, who saved the Slay
peoples [rom assimilation. The Slavs should all erect monuments to
him. We do not speak of Tsar Simeon and the Golden Age of Bul-
garian literature; we rarely speak of Tsar Samuil, Tsar Kaloyan and
Tsar Tvan Assen II, nor of the Bogomils, of Ivaillo and of the peasant
uprisings.!

Before Slav tribes settled here, our region was inhabited by Thra-

cian tribes, creators of one of the great European civilizations of

antiquity. Thracian blood runs in our veins; Thracian monuments
dot our lands; we are Thracian civilization’s legitimate heirs. But we
do not speak about all this; our history and archaeology do not point
to our inheritance from Thracian culture.

Many additional facts, many examples from history and present-
day life, can be adduced that bear our our tendency to underesti-
mate our folk art.

L Khan Asparoult (644-701) first ruler (Khan} of the Slavonic Bulgarian state. Khan
Krown the Terrible, Usars Simeon, Samuil, Keloyan, Tvan Assen IT: Bulgarian rulers
from the 11th through the middie of the 13th centuries.
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Naturally our history should not be studied as an end in itself, but

in closest connection with the present and with due consideration of

its relevance to the proper education of our people and our youth.
The isolation of the present from the past, like other deviations from
the Marxist-Leninist approach to elucidating and interpreting his-
torical facts, runs the danger of leading to nationalism.

Education of the youth in a spirit of patriotism, in the love and
respect for the history of the people, for its struggles against foreign
oppressors, for the struggles of the working class and of the people
against capitalism and fascism, for the construction of socialism,
should without doubt be intensified and based on a new approach.

Our youth should be educated in the spirit of:

—love of the Bulgarian state, which, for 13 long centuries has
withstood all the vicissitudes of its history, through all its trials and
tribulations;

—love of the native land, of all its scenic beauty, of its native
villages and towns;

—love of the Bulgarian way of lite, the folklore, round dances,
songs, folk costumes and customs, ete;

There should be an end to the nihilist approach to our history, to
the underestimation of our heroes in the educational work among
the youth. We should be proud of our history, of our past, of our
glorious revolutionary traditions.

A feeling of profound respect for our flag should also be incul-
cated in the younger generation; the flag of the Proto-Bulgarians-
—the horse mane—should become something sacred; the green flag
of the haiduks,? under which the Bulgarian people fought for five
centuries for their liberation; the tricolor, under which our people,
in the new historical conditions after the Liberation, fought for their
reunification; the red flag, under which our working class and the
working people fought against capitalist exploitation and which
today embodies past struggles and the new society under construc-
tion in Bulgaria—a socialist and communist society.

It is necessary to review and interpret our historical past from a
Marxist-Leninist point of view and to clarify the role of eminent
historical figures.

% the green flag of the haiduks: Bulgarian peasant guerrilla Bghters against the Tur-
kish Ottoman Empire oppressors.
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Concerning history textbooks and studies, the emphasis has been
placed primarily on the wars our people waged, the po\-"ert?-' iln
which they lived and their lack of democratic rights. All this is
true—the khans and the tsars of the First and Second Bulgarian
Kingdoms certainly did not strive for the triumph of socialism in
Bulgaria. But in those days, other tasks of a socio-historical nature,
quite progressive in character, were accomplished. Without these
accomplishments, the Bulgarian state and the people would not
have existed; Bulgaria would not be what it is today—no communist
nation can be formed without a history.

Our history textbooks should therefore get rid of all that defames
our people and their eminent historical figures; they should em-
phasize the ecmotional and ideological influences that existed, and
the past should not be isolated but skillfully linked with the present.

As to our archaeclogy: This can play a signilicant role in the
patriotic education of children, adolescents and youths. Many exca-
vations are now taking place in our country; many Thracian tombs,
monuments of Thracian culture and other archaeological treasures
are being found. But they are under ninefold lock and key.

Archaeological museums are kept closed—they are neither well-
kept nor popular enough. Let us unlock the museums; their doors
should be thrown wide open to the people and especially to stu-
dents and the entire youth. It may be well advised to establish in
Plovdiv a large museum of original Thracian civilization, showing
the influence it exerted on both the Roman and the Byzantine
civilizations—a museum that should be known to every Bulgarian
and demonstrates that we, Bulgarians and Slavs, are the heirs of
Thracian culture.

Youth rallies, marches, excursions to familiarize the young with
the scenic beauty, the historical past of native regions, of the vil-
lages and towns, would be of particular value in the education of
youth in a spirit of patriotism. Initiatives of this character should be
increased in number and further extended.

Third: On the military education of the youth, and on youth
training before consscription as an integral part of communist
education:

The Komsomol should fulfill its obligations in the training of
youth men before conscription. In this respect, the education of the
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youth in a spirit of patriotism is the most important factor in their
training before going into the armed forces.

The armed forces should also sponsor the training of the con-
scripts before they enter military service. The best army officers
should be selected and sent to the Komsomol in other to train the
voung men, so as to ensure that they have good training in the
period preceding their military service. Close relations of confi-
dence and cordiality should be established between the Komsomol
and the armed forces; the youth men should be psychologically, to a
large extent militarily, and technically prepared to fulfill their duty.

Fourth: Youth should participate in socialist construction more
actively, and its labor education should be improved.

Komsomol members and other young people are making a great
contribution to the building of our socialist economy. Qur greatest
socialist constructions bear witness to the work of the Komsomol
and youth. In the future as well, they should devote all their efforts,
knowledge and energy to the development of production forces and
the economic and cultural advance of our country. The most impor-
tant projects of our five-year plans should be accomplished by the
work of the Komsomol and youth.

We should also consider the problem of the voluntary youth
brigades. Tn the new conditions, they should acquire a new content,
A new approach to the vouth brigades and some of the other forms
of work should be established; new ways and means should be
sought.

The participation of young men and women in the construction of
socialism and their labor education should be the active basis, an
important aspect, of their education in the spirit of communism.

Fifth: Today the education of the youth in a spirit of patriotism is a
major task on the ideological front:

All our forces should face up to this task. The unions of writers,
artists, the press, the radio and TV, the publishing houses, the
cinema, theater, opera and vaudeville—all the links in the formation
of public opinion that exert an influence on the shaping of the
human personality should reappraise their work.

The state and public organs that work among the vouth, should
take a decisive part in the activities of all these institutions in order

Party Work with the Youth 43

to ensure that their programs include all that is essential for the
communist education of youth and for living up to their needs.

We need mass songs that will be sung by our youth; show
business should not go in for triviality and imitation but should
strive to develop loftier feelings and thoughts. Obviously, we cannot
expect our youth to sing only folk songs, to sing them the way they
have been sung for centuries, or to go about dressed in national
costumes. But in music as well as in fashion there should be no room
for tri\-'iality, imitation, decadence—we shou ld remain Bl.ngarians,
with our differences from other nations. We should therefore make
use of the wealth and variety of our national costumes in tailoring
modern clothing; we should use them not mechanically but crea-
tively. Our clothing should be well-fitting and beautiful, achieving
and satisfying esthetic requirements.

We need melodious modern songs, based on the musical tradi-
tions of the Bulgarian people. They must be songs that will capture
the hearts of youth. We have poets to write the lyrics of these songs;
composers to create good music. All that is necessary is to organize
and properly assist their eflorts.

We need books of fiction reviving our heroic historical past, pow-
erfully and movingly depicting crucial moments in the history of our
people and our state, books that will imbue the younger generation
with lofty feelings of national pride.

We need books, films and performances which reflect our turbul-
ent present, which tackle the major problems of our development,
fighting for the real truths of our life and vividly depicting our
present life and the greatness of our cause. It is not only our past but
our heroic present as well that is a powerful source for patriotic
feelings of pride and spiritual élan,

We must make sure that all this is reflected in radio and TV
programs, in the films we produce, in our books, theaters, exhibi-

tions and concert halls, in the arts and in our spiritual life.
It is high time for the leading workers on the ideological front, the

front of art and culture to take concrete measures for the creation of

works of this nature, to see to it that they find their place in life by
making use of all forms and means of influencing and encouraging
writers, artists, ete.
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The entire ideological front and all its branches should elaborate a
specific program for the education of the youth in the spirit of
patriotism and internationalism.

Sixth: The underrating of the patriotic education of the vouth, the
acceptance of any national nihilism are not only harmful and
dangerous from the point of view of our national interests, but also
run counter to internationalism, to education in a spirit of inter-
nationalism.

No proper education in a spirit of internationalism is possible
without cultivating the love of one’s own people and its socialist
homeland. And, on the other hand, there is not, nor can there be,
genuine patriotism without the love of and solidarity with the work-
ing people of the world.

Dialectical unity exists between socialist patriotism and inter-
nationalism. This unity should permeate our educational activitics.

The education of the youth in a spirit of patriotism necessitates
that we do not in the future neglect its education in the spirit of
internationalism. Patriotism and internationalism are two elements
of the alloy called communist education. For Bulgarian communists
this is a fundamental truth.

Placing the emphasis on patriotism today, we want to overcome
the existing lag, the temporary disparity, not in order to produce
chauvinists but patriot-internationalists, harmoniously developed
communist personalities,

This is what counts most for us: this is the task before us!

On the Further Development
of Our System of Government

Excerpts from the Report to the Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, July 24,
1968

he construction and development of a socialist society is a law-
Tg(wornt:d historical process. After having done away with pri-
vate ownership and having established socialist ownership of the
means of production, the socialist revolution created the objective
prerequisites for a planned, proportionate de\-'e]npmcnt. of society
and for the scientific leadership of all social processes. The policy of
our Party is based on Marxist-Leninist theory and on scientific prin-
ciples and achievements.

We are guided by the principle that the construction of a socialist
society is a process of forming a qualitatively new social system,
characterized by a specific structure and its own laws of functioning
and development. These determine the theoretical and practical
considerations as to the development of society, the growth of the
productive forces, the perfecting of production relations as well as
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questions as to the “structure” of this society, its anatomy. The more
thoroughly the laws governing the development of socialist society
are mastered, the more correct ly relations between the various fields
of social life are regulated and coordinated, the more harmoniously
society functions and develops as a whole social organism—the more
effective party Party and state leadership becomes. This leadership
is in a position to direct socialist construction correctly and success-
fully only when it does not lag in taking into account changes that
have taken place in the functioning of society, the contemporary
needs of its development and perfection which will overcome the
disharmonies and disproportions arising among the different
spheres of social reality.

A socialist society is a dynamic, rapidly developing society. In
unprecedentally short historical periods socialism radically changes
the economy, the mode of life and the culture of the people, indeed
the whole system of social relations. The present scientific and
technical revolution makes this difficult process still more compli-
cated. If it is not directed properly, in conformity with objective
laws and needs, serious contradictions and violations of the normal
functioning of the entire social organism may arige.

After the historic April 1956 Plenary Session ol the Central
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party, a salient develop-
ment was our Party’s endeavor to guide socialist construction by
seeing that its own activity in public administration was kept in
conformity with objective laws. This constructive implementation
enabled us to achieve outstanding successes in the country,s indus-
trialization during the past decade. Similar successes were achieved
in the socialist reconstruction and development of agriculture, in
the improvement of social relations and in the development of
socialist democracy in all spheres of life.

Guided by scientific principles, the Party has always taken into
account the fact that progressive changes in this system cannot take
place automatically, that they must not take place spontaneously.
On the contrary, a decisive role is and should be played by public
administration that is based on Marxist-Leninist science.

The immediate task that the Ninth Congress of the Party estab-
lished was that scientific and technical progress should be stepped
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up, that we should pass over to intensive economic development and
that the scientific leadership of social life as a whole .s'hjouid. be
improved in all its phases. Our society has reache d such a high .siagc
of development that without fulfilling this task it (’.01_1](% no longer
secure its normal functioning as an integral social organism nor the
possibility of planned improvement. The questions of .mi.sing f.‘h(d
level of scientific management of technical progress, of mteﬂ.slzfymg
economic, political, social and cultural life, of developing society as
a whole, of improving the system of public administration, are now
becoming the alpha and omega in Party and state work.

Why is it Necessary to Perfect the System
of Public Administration?

Comrades, The perfecting of the system of government, 0! sociel.y
as a whole, is mainly determined by the stage we have ac_hulex-'ed in
our country, the stage of the construction of a mature socialist soci-
ety, by th(; nation’s general economic, social, political E).Ill(l c?lltul‘al
(1L‘j\;'(.’-lr(')pllli-;‘ﬂt and by the scientilic and technical revolution in mo-
tion throughout the world. : :

After the April 1956 Plenary Session of the Ce::ntrlal (_Iltolm‘nlttcc of
the Bulgarian Communist Party, substantial quantitative am% qual-
itative changes occurred in the development of thcf c.uuuﬁnt.r?-' s pro-
ductive forces. Fixed capital funds in the period of 1957-66 nearly
trebled the sum that existed in 1956, Industry and particularly those
progressive branches that are characterized by hnhg_h growth 1-(’1!105.,,‘
now hold a leading place in the whole reprodu‘ctmn process. This
accounts for the sharp upswing of the country’s whole economy.
Bulgaria now holds a foremost place W‘l'tl'.l regard to the gmwt'h'mt‘e.
of its national income. The growth rate of social labor productivity is
also high: while in 1961-65 it was 7.5 per cent, in 1966-67 it rose to
8.6 per cent, and in 1968 the increase is expected to be about 10 per
cent. ) :

The rapid growth of the productive forces will also I‘{cr ¢ 1:1211"([(:{(?['13—
tic of our future development. From preliminary projections of the
Sixth Five-Year Plan, it can be seen that the average annual growth
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rate of the national income will be more than 8 per cent and will
grow to 15-16 billion leva in 1975, i.e., about 10 times more than in
1948.

A substantial expansion in the scale of social production is envis-
aged as well as further changes in the structure of the country’s
economy. According to preliminary estimates, by 1975 the relative
share of the chemical and machine-building industries, electric
power production and metallurgy will account for more than 50 per
cent of the total industrial output as against the present 38 per cent,

This intensive development of social production now surpasses
the hitherto established forms and methods of leadership. On the
other hand, substantial qualitative and quantitative changes have
also taken place in other fields of soeial life, in harmony with the
powerful economic upswing. Inevitably, all this calls for perfecting
the entire social organization of production and for perlecting a
system of public administration that corresponds to the new tasks
that we shall have to resolve in the near fiture.

The modern scientific and technical revolution also makes new
demands on the system of public administration. As science and

technology develops more and more rapidly and the process ol

social production becomes increasingly complex, we need better
forms of organization and government, and greater flexibility and
coordination in leadership. The scientific and technical revolution
puts at the disposal of the public administrative system hitherto
unknown means, of which we must make maximum use.

This revolution embraces all phases of social life, exercising a
powerful influence on production and manpower, on the people’s
mode of life and culture and on social relations and ideology. The
link between science and production becomes ever closer and more
dynamic; science becomes ever more deeply integrated into pro-
duction, becoming its heart and soul, and opening up the roads and
prospects for further advances. It is becoming the main factor in the
rapid growth of labor production; and this is, in Lenin’s words “the
most important, the main thing for the triumph of the new social
system.”

Only Socialism can achieve conditions for the widest develop-
ment and most thorough utilization of the achievements of the sci-
entific and technical revolution in the interest of the working people
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and of society as a whole—rather than in the interest of.m(?nopnlies
and imperialistic aggressions, as is the case under (:a'ipltilll.fi!‘ll‘l. Tl_le
world socialist system also intensifies the objective prerequisites for
uniting the efforts of all the socialist countries towards the ii(?(?(tlfzr'rl—
tion of scientific and technical progress. This progress is the main
factor in creating the necessary conditions for accelerating the con-
struction of an advanced socialist society, and for the fuller satisfac-
tion of the steadily growing material and spiritual needs of the
people. . .

This should not be considered as merely a technical or economic
question—it is also an important political and socio-economic task
in the struggle for the definitive construction of an rm'a;m'fcmf
socialist society in Bulgaria and for creating the conditions for a
gradual transition to a higher future stage—the construction of
communisim.

As a country and people we are vitally interested in the develop-
ment of scientific and technical progress both inside the country and
in the world socialist system. Achievement of this objective depends
directly on the mechanism used in implementing our economic
policv; on the planning system, on the capital im-eslr‘nc.-nts. policy,
on tl'{e system of material incentives, on the working people’s active
p'cll'ti(_‘ip‘;lti(}l'l in production and public life as well as their socialist
consciousness, and on the effectiveness of public administration.

Our society’s present stage of development and the acceleration
of technical progress, therefore, dictate that an effective economic
organization should be created and the whole system of government
perfected. :

Consistently pursuing the line of raising the scientific level of
leadership, the Central Committee of the Party has in the last de-
cade implemented a number of measures aimed at improving the
mechanisms and functioning of our socialist society along with estab-
lishing a better structure for our system of government. The most
substantial and radical initiative along these lines is the new system
of economic management, which is a natural result of the profound‘
changes in the economy, the growth in numbers and quality of

‘adres and the country’s entire social life. The consistent application
of the new system of economic management is now the key for
creating strong economic incentives and pressures, for developing
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the scientific and technical revolution in all fields of life and inten-
sifying the country’s econamy.

In improving the system of government, we have taken into ac-
count the fact that the various social phenomena are interrelated,
that a reconstruction in one sphere of social development presup-
poses and requires changes in other spheres, as well as in the Party
and state leadership, At the same time, however, we know that in
deciding these questions the stages, conditions and possibilities of
development must be taken into account and that all problems can-
not be solved with one sweep of the hand. The Central Committee
of the Party has correctly focused its attention, above all, on the
elaboration of the new system.

Insofar as the economy is the foundation of social life, the objec-
tive need for the new system has become the main factor in looking
Jor forms of management and in perfecting the structure o fthe social
organism. It is with its assistance that, first of all, high‘and stable
rates of economic and social progress, then an accelerated transition
to intensive development, technical progress and a steady increase
in the people’s living standards must be secured.

At the present stage, the further improvement of the structure
and mechanism of public administration is a general necessity for
our entire social system. In brief from the reconstruction and im-
provement of individual fields, we now have to pass over to perfect-
ing the whole mechanism of the functioning of the entire system of
public administration. In other words, we have to complete the
reconstruction started with the new system for a given stage by
establishing a better and more stable structure of public administra-
tion, one that will more fully correspond to the tasks of building an
advanced socialist society and will give wider scope to the laws of
our society.

In establishing the new system, we have reached: “a.” The logic
of development now expects us also to say “b.” At its Plenary Ses-
sions and at its Ninth Congress the Party elaborated and reaffirmed
the principles of the new system. What we have to do now is to
bring the whole mechanism of public administration into conformity
with the principles of this system. We must secure the most favora-
ble “medium” for its consistent application and resolve all additional
problems that may arise. This is now of decisive significance for the
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normal functioning of all the cells of the complex social organism as
an integral whole in the accelerated development of our society.

The necessity of improving public administration puts four main
groups of questions on the agenda:

First of all, are questions connected with the improvement of the
mechanism of the new system of leadership and with the creation of
the economic conditions needed for its consistent application and
normal functioning,

Second, there are the questions connected with improving the
organizational structure of government and securing all the neces-
.5'(11;;; conditions for its optimum functioning. At the present stage,

- substantial changes will have to be made in the content and func-

tions of a number of lorms presently established in Party, state,
economic and social government. We shall have to go on establish-
ing new forms in the syvstem of public administration, and we shall
have to put aside other forms which have already had their day. In
making these complex decisions, we are guided by the Leninist prin-
ciple of democratic centralism, by the requirements of the objective
laws of socialism and by the achievements of science, particularly
cybernetics.

The third group of questions is connected with perfecting the
system of information as an essential element of modern government
and with strengthening the role of science in the government of
society. And finally, the task of perfecting public administration
calls for measures aimed at decisively raising the level of the work in
all links of the ideological front and improving the communist edu-
cation of the working people, so that the current problems of our
educational system will be consistently resolved, as well as those of
the system of selecting, training and promoting cadres, of labor and
state discipline.

All this will create more favorable conditions for the attainment of
a fresh upswing in our economy and culture, for the acceleration of
scientific and technical progress, for the elaboration and implemen-
tation of a far-flung program for the further improvement of the
people’s living standards, for a fuller utilization of the advantages
offered by the socialist system. The possibilities of the country for a
more active participation in the international division of labor, the
development of fraternal co-operation and mutual assistance with
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the socialist nations, and for enhancing still further the prestige of

the People’s Republic of Bulgaria will be increased.

Perfecting the system of social administration, sol ving the current
problems of our social development, will lead to bringing still closer
together the economy of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the
economy of the Soviet Union and to expanding our all-round
cooperation — thus deepening and enriching the Bulgarian-Soviet
friendship which is so dear to all of us. We have always considered
this friendship as one of our greatest achievements. The creative use
made of the historical experience of the Soviet Union—which is of
such world significance—are and will continue to be a decisive fac-
tor for the successful construction of socialism and communism in
Bulgaria and for defending the freedom and national independence
of our country and ensuring its all-round socialist progress.

Changes in the Structure and Functions of State Organs

After the April 1956 Plenary Session of the Central Comimittec,
side by side with the establishment of 4 fresh approach to economic
problems, the Party devoted great attention to the political super-
structure in our society and undertook a number of measures to
improve the system of public administration.

The present conditions make it necessary for us to proceed to a
Surther improvement of the government. A leading principle in the
process must be the consistent application of the Leninist pri nciples
of the organization and activity of the socialist state. These princi-
ples and especially the all-round development of socialist
democracy—the active participation of the public—will continue to
be the unshakeable foundations of our government. The improve-
ment of state government should be effected along the following
lines:

—through a consistent application and constructive development
of the Leninist principle of democratic centralism—the fundamental
principle in the construction of the socialist state and
government—by establishing the most effective combination of cen-
tralized leadership and socialist democracy;

—the Marxist-Leninist principle of the unity of legislative and
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executive-administrative power ;hom’d be aplpficfd :m-re.sm‘a;-e,fd:’.y in
ti]e structure and functioning of the system from top 'to bo_ttom;l

__this structure and functioning should be brought into line with
the principles and requirements of the new system of m.mmge:rnf.fllr
and the full introduction of the achievements of governmental sci-

s
eni}le system of self-government should be Idc‘* veloped Iin the i;gr'i()rf.si
spheres of life, and in the participation of the \-x-“m‘kn‘l_g; (r]a.ss_f 'cm(l
their socio-political organizations in the leadership of society, anc
their contribution to the leadership of society as a whole should be
extended and enriched; '

_the activity of the state power’s organs from top o bottom ul:-:H
continue to be implemented under the leadership of the Bufgr:f“mn
Communist Party; their leading principle will be the policy of the
Party, its general line and the fight for its implementation.

Only under a consistent and correct implementation of l.]lm lead-
ing role of the Party on the basis of the Leninist principle of dt‘l'lll{'j!(;—-
ratic centralism can the svstem of state government operate entm:ly‘
in the interests of the working people and the development ol
genuine self-government. _
~ In a socialist society there is no room for either a factual or formal
division of power; legislative power should never be f.)PpOSl‘.d to tk.le
executive activity of the state. This conclusion is confirmed by k_us—
torical experience and the experience of today’s socialist (.:()lll'ltl'lt'-.'S.
One of the salient features of the Paris Commune was that it 1'1"161‘,_&'_;&.'&
legislative and executive power, which Marx described as a “work-
ing corporation,” which at the same time both issued i'll\l(l f,fxle(:ulod
the laws. Lenin also called attention to the necessity of uniting the
legislative and the executive work of the state, anc! he came t()'the
conclusion that the merger of legislative and executive labor “brings
the state apparatus closer to the working people.™ A

Unity in state power, unity in making decisions and fulfilling
them are of decisive significance for the consistent development of
the content and functions of the representative organs. "ljhe}-'l must
have their say on all the fundamental questions that arise in ||ile. the
state and soc&'cty. The work of the representative institutions is now

1 [enin, Ihid, Yol. 27, p. 154
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usually connected with general leadership and control, and the de-
cisions on concrete questions, often of great importance, are left
entirely to executive bodies.

It would be expedient, in connection with the preparation of the
new Constitution of the People’'s Republic of Bulgaria that the spe-
cial committee elected by the National Assembly should discuss and
introduce into the Draft Constitution the necessary amendments to
the system, structure and functions of the organs of state power and
government.

The Central State Organs

National Assembly. Although measures have several times been
taken to enhance the role of the National Assembly as the supreme
body of state power, to a large extent it continues to fulfill its func-
tions only formally. The main reason for this is the fact that for many
years the executive organs usurped the functions of the National
Assembly, replacing it in many respects.

This situation must be changed radically, First of all, the National
Assembly must have a larger role in the preparation, discussion and
adoption of laws. The National Assembly must discuss and decide
the main questions of our state, economic and cultural policy; the
development and distribution of the productive forces of the coun-
try, foreign policies and economic questions, financial policy in the
field of prices and wages, the raising of the people’s living standards
and of their cultural, educational, public health and other activities.

From now on the National Assembly must also be an organizer of
the planned leadership of society. In this regard it must determine
the trends in the solution of current socio-economic problems and
instruct the executive bodies on the elaboration of the state plan,
organizing its preliminary discussion and approve it. The National
Assembly must approve the long-range plans—the five-year plans
and those for longer periods. It must hear reports by the govern-
ment and other state organs on the fulfillment of the plan and pres-
ent recommendations and conclusions.

The enhanced role and competence of the National Assembly in
the government call for an improvement in the electoral system in
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the methods of submitting candidacies and recalling national rep-
refqenSt?r;;eComwiI of the People’s Repm";f.i{: of Bulgaria. The ‘ﬁ.a—
tional Assembly, which does not i'uncl‘linn perma%n_ently but {'mr*ﬂ
gession to session, is not alwa}_-'s in a tnne‘ly pOSltl(’j?l'tO sett.llc}a :
questions, nor to organize the fulfillment of .5:1_10.1:1 decisions as it has
already taken. It is therefore necessary to establish new organs that‘
will facilitate these functions. To a certain extent such cm'nrmt.teer,
are éllreatiy-' in operation, but they are not and canm?t be authorized
to issue regular state acts and to decide de finitively important ques-
tions of state. As to the Presidium of the National Assembly, it
functions, above all, as a supreme organ of state power that repres-
ents the state in the country and beyond its boundaries. o

Under these circumstances, a correspondingly active organ of the
National Assembly is obviously needed which will be able in tl?e.
future to decide those questions that the National Assembly 15 not in
a position to decide at given periods ol time. Spch an organ might be
the State Council of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. s

This is not merely a question of replacing or renaming the existing
Presidium but of setting up a new organ of the National As .‘iemll)] y in
principle, Tt should be elected by the National ;—kssernl)ly_ntself, and
combine the making of decisions and their implementation.

As a permanently functioning organ of the National Asso'n'x_b],\-'. t'he
State Council should be vested with executive and administrative
power in connection with the princi pe_ﬂ questi_ons of the Covcrln—
ment, enabling it between sessions to fulfill all important tasks aris-
ing from the laws passed and decisions made by the supreme organ
of state power. For its entire activity, the State Council will be
responsible to the National Assembly. FA :

The State Council should have the power to make decisions, issue
decrees and other juridical acts on all fandamental questions arising
in connection with the laws and decisions of the National Assembly,
as well as on questions of principle affecting the government. They
should require of the government, and other state organs, the study
and settlement of the individual questions as well as reports on the
fulfillment of the National Assembly’s decisions. They should dis-
(!.uss and make decisions on the reports of various committees; coor-
dinate the activity of all state organs; exercise control over the cen-
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tral organs of state government and over the local bodies of state
power and government. It would also be expedient to vest the

President of the State Council with the duty to implement a number

of hmlctn.:m:s and, in the first place, with the right to represent our
state in international relations. :

The State Council should also direct and coordinate the work of

the local bodies of state power. This makes it necessary to set up :
single organ for the People’s Councils instead of the ﬁresrent Peo JIL:l
Councils Department of the Presidium of the National -%qq;ar}ll').l‘i
and the People’s Councils Administration at the Cﬂll]l(‘il‘l’]‘i:\-{ini‘i’—.
ters. This would direct and help in the work of the PL;‘.Opl(.’,‘% C‘(;Llllcijﬁ
and coordinate their relations with the central state orrr'a.nsd :
.W'ith a view to applying a seientific approach to the zrqa;ulﬂzqtion
of the government and to the functioning of the central state m? rﬂﬁ'
and their subdivisions, it would be expedient to set up an I:I'wh'};;u';
rl)f Government Organization under the State Council of the ]:?I\(:‘}').'{.lb-.-
ic.

In connection with the enhanced role of the National Assembly in
the preparation of the laws, it would be advisable for the Legislative
Council at the Ministry of Justice to be placed under the suﬁordinw
tion and guidance of the State Council of the Republic.

It is als.u necessary to enhance the role of the Chief Public
Proseguto-rs Office and of the Supreme Court as supreme organs
that function to ensure the correct application of the country’s 1:1.\7\-"5‘,
The competence of the Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office and of the
Supreme Court should be re-examined in order to free them of
functions that do not properly belong to them. The Supfeme Court
should strengthen its activity in the supervision of the work done 1)\-’
tlhe courts and the observance of the laws and their (,.‘()l‘l'et"t appl.ic-{—
tion. The Supreme Court and the Chief Public Prosecutﬁr’s .Oﬁ'i(;e
sho‘uld be vested with legislative initiative, suhstantialtv.\-videning_;,
then' scope. It is necessary, however, to improve and p’(*.rf}s.ct rela-
tions between the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Su )rpn;e
Court, on the one hand, and the Ministry of Justice, on the ()lth;r

Council of Ministers. In connection with the consistent 'in‘1~
plr.:l?entati(m of the principle of unity between legislative and ad-
ministrative executive state activity, the government should be-
come a real executive organ of state power, working under the
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guidance and immediate control of the National Assembly and the

State Council.
In order to enhance its efficiency, the government should be

freed of functions that do not belong to it, so that it can get a fuller
grasp of the questions of the operative administration and function-
ing of the state, the coordination and control over the work in
various fields of life. One of its important duties is to make manifes-
tations of bureaucracy impossible in the activity of state organs;
another is to become more exacting and improve its control over
their work, and to bring about conditions for the development of
initiative in the organs ol government and in the economic organiza-
tions.

It is also necessary to specify in greater detail the tasks of the
Government in the field of planning, whose functions should be: to
organize the elaboration of long-range forecasts for the development
of science and technology, and programs for the development ol the
main branches of production. In accordance with the economic and
social policy of the Party, it must organize the elaboration and dis-
cussion of the variants of the five-year national economic plan, to-
gether with its annual sub-elaborations, and to present the most
effective variant for approval by the National Assembly. In addition,
the necessary changes in the annual five-year plan must be ap-
proved along with concrete criteria of economic efliciency in pro-
duction, trade, capital investments, etc.; long-range norms must be
set up, as well as limits and quotas and other means of economic
regulation. The activity of the various branches of the national
economy must be directed, as well as the trusts and enterprises, in
accordance with the mapped-out policy and the fundamental tasks
envisaged in the state plans.

The development of social production and the steadily increasing
complexity of relations in the country’s economy call ever more
urgently for coordination to be implemented, especially in the field
of economic activity. This calls for day-to-day operative intervention
by the Government in the settlement of one or another problem.

Under the present scientific and technical revolution, the present
far-reaching economic relations and high dynamism, it is impossible
to decide the problems of concentration, specialization, co-
operation in production, etc., in the old way. What comes forward,
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11;_ all I.ts seriousness, is the question of securing in the whole system
of society such a competence and interaction between the dii‘iérenl

sub-systems, that it will enable us to guarantee the coordination of

activities in all units of leadership.

Concerning Negative Phenomena in Our Life

. In the process of shaping the new man, the actual social condi-
tions in which he works, creates and lives should be taken into
consideration. Man’s social consciousness and conduct in a socialist
society are fundamentally conditioned by his life in society and l;\f
his social environment. : s :

Our socialist reality is increasingly acquiring the characteristics of
an advanced socialist society. At the same time, Kot s e ;:n—
counter quite a number of negative phenomena, survivals a':ud S
ilestations of bourgeois influence. We arc in the presence of two
truths in our lives that actually interact and clash with each other

The first, which characterizes the positive side of reality, .is lhc;.
construction and steady progress of our socialist society, (m‘prt:rssmg
the progressive social relations, the conscientious attitude towards
work, public interests and the socialist system, Its protagonist is thé
builder of socialism who becomes ever more emancipated !‘ron'h: the
selfishness and individualism of the past and begins to feel that he is
an integral part of society. Highly conscjcntiour;, idealistic and w:[t|h1
a broad intellectual background, the builder of socialism with these
typical traits is steadily being strengthened and steadily gainit'ls_';
more ground, B8 ;

."._\t the same time, we must not close our eyes to vet another phase
of our reality. It is a question here of selfishness, i1'1diﬂi‘.rﬁ:n{‘“e.
careerism, bureaucracy, kowtowing, haughtiness and s'imil.m“
pl'nerml‘m-:n;l. There are such negative manifestations as unprincipled
friendships at the expense of social goals, unjustified intercé‘;si(;n
and so forth. Although they do not determine the true c-h:1rm-¥ér of
our society, we should not lose sight of their existence and should
try to circumscribe and eliminate them. e

The process of perfecting social relations and the shaping of a
builder of socialism is beset with many difficulties. We, as a Party
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and state, are looking for ways and means to overcome them and to
increase the solicitude for the common man, the common citizen of
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. It is true that the care of the
common man in socialist Bulgaria is placed on a height conceivable
only under a socialist system. The general problems of the present
and future of the common citizen are decided in accordance with his
radical interests as well as with socialist principles. We should not,
however, overlook the fact that there are still many unsolved prob-
lems which, though not of prime importance, infringe on man’s
personal rights and his position as absolute master in his own coun-
try. There are still cases when citizens are not sufficiently defended,
when their interests are unjustly affected. They are at times sub-
jected to undeserved humiliation and insults by individual bureauc-
rats and arrogant officials.

The time has obviously arrived when we must still further extend
the material guarantces of defense of people’s rights, honor and
dignity. To this end, our legislation must be strengthened. We
should create all the conditions necessary lor increasing and
safeguarding the rights of the common man in all spheres of social
life, including the administration of society.

In this respect, we still do not make full use of the possibilities of
the new system of management, which permits the worker not only
to produce but also to take an active part in the management of
production; to have a stake not only in the fulfillment of his personal
work quota but also in the work of his neighbor, of other teams and
shops, in the organization of labor, and in supplies and sales of
finished goods. All these are sources of stimulation to the worker,
encouraging him to express himsell, to come forward with his own
ideas, opinions and initiatives in all phases of production.

These possibilities of the new system, however, are not yet ac-
companied by sufficient material guarantees, Why don't we, for
instance, consider the problem of broadening the rights of workers
in assessing the work of their managers, superiors, heads of shifts
and shops, directors, and so forth? This should be done in an or-

ganized way and not spontaneously but guided by the Party, trade
union, Komsomol, and higher state organs on a legal basis. For this
purpose, obviously, we must have the respective legal and norma-

tive acts.
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It is essential to deal again with the question of grievances of the
working people, not only as an important channel for obtaining
information but also as one of the forms for defending the rights and
interests of the citizens, of criticism and control and as a manifesta-
tion of our socialist democracy. On many occasions we have come
up against incorrect and illegal acts of the organs of the government
that encroach upon the rights and legal interests of the individual.
These acts are in flagrant contradiction with the policy of our Party
and the essence of our system—the process of extending democracy
in our country. Moreover, impermissible sluggishness is often per-
mitted, along with lack of competence and efficiency and indiffer-
ence, in examining the grievances of citizens,

It is without any doubt necessary to draft a law on the order in
which the organs of state government avill issue their individual
administrative acts aflecting the rights of citizens or organizations.
This law will have to offer solid guarantees lor the implementation of
the rights of citizens, preventing their infringement,

It will also be expedient to introduce changes in the procedure
thus far followed in our work on the grievances of the working
people, with a view to establishin g prompt response, higher compe-
tence and efficiency. It may be advisable to set up special groups of
experienced and duly empowered officials of the respective state
bodies. These groups will promptly, it possible on the very same
day, give their decisions on proposals in connection with the com-
plaints and, in cases when the questions are complicated, study and
resolve them within a short time. The prompt settlement of legal
and just complaints will produce a positive effect at least along two
lines. It will help consolidate the citizens® faith in socialist legality
and in the state organs and, on the other hand, will play the role of a

warning of coercion with respect to the violators of the law.

We must no longer suffer the anomaly that an application of
complaint submitted by a citizen to a certain institute or department
may be returned for solution to the same organ as that against which
the citizen has complained, Of course, complaints that are slander-
ous must be attributed to those who are responsible.

Or let us take a few other spheres of our social life: trade, trans-
port, communal services, and so forth. Here again in our everyday
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practice the citizen as an inthli\-'iduzll is often disregarded and his
interests are trampled underfoot. ‘ i

When a citizen, in fulfillment of his p;m“inh(' a}lld civic duty,
signalizes or fights against the Iru(le b(?ha-l\-‘i().l‘ of an official -.mdl proves
that the law and the rules of socialist society !'Ial\"(:? heep \-'1(;1&1&5(1.
why is it that there are no sufficient guarantees for his defel?sel: W ll}-’
d()r;’t we take advantage of the great possibilities tlmt’ socialism of-
fers for publicity about these manifestations? “"hy (‘io n t‘w%‘. dc‘ma nd
the co-operation of society as a whole and ol pu?)]l(r opinion in l}_le
fight against these negative phonqmcna? Again, more n'na}ternﬂ
guarantees are needed in defense of the common man 'amd for the
implementation of his constitutional right to take part in the man-
agement ol state and social affairs.

Or let us take communal services, where some things happen that
we must no longer tolerate. In a minor transaction the common
citizen is not orﬂ;- sometimes robbed economically but is also sub-
jected to humiliation und insults to his dignity. This 0])\-'101151__\-' can
1o longer be endured, and strict rules should be introduced in the
services rendered to the population. A man is sometimes compelled
to beg, to wait a long time, to listen to rude remarks and sermons
and to pay illegal tips in order to obtain the service to which he is
entitled,

Strict order must finally be introduced also in the fight against
squandering and theft of public property, profiteering and the rob-
bing of citizens. Our society sustains serious losses through the
activities of unscrupulous and greedy people eager to lead an easy
life at the expense of others. The organs of state government wage a
steadfast struggle against those people, vet despite this t]lw. squan-
dering and theft continue and many thieves find ways of escaping
the law. ;

It is necessary to substantially raise the role of society, of the
industrial v'»-‘()rk’ﬁn‘c:es1 of state, social and economic organs and
organizations in the fight against thieves and agains? the squander-
ing of public property. To this end, all organs and forms of control
must be activated and a com plex system of resolute economic, ad-
ministrative and ideological measures be elaborated to make it re-
ally hot for such shameful phenomena in our socialist system.
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Obviously, the organization of the fight against squandering and
thieving must be decisively improved and a special law should be
drafted and adopted for this purpose. The respective organs should
be vested with the right of checking on the origin of suspicious
property, as has been the case in the past with regard to those who
had accumulated wealth illegally. Such checking will not only make
possible the discovery of hidden crimes and their material and legal
retribution, but will also play a serious preventive and educational
role.

In discussing this problem, we should not forget that squandering
and thieving inflict not only material losses and damages on society.

More important are the moral losses, the corrupting influence of

criminal actions, absolutely incompatible with socialist norms and
rules of conduct, hostile to them and the tasks set for the education
of the new man.

The genesis of anti-social phenomena undoubtedly goes deep into
the pre-socialist stages of social development. But it would be
wrong to think that they do not find favorable soil even in the
objective conditions of our present life. We must attribute these
conditions not only to the survivals of the past in our economy and
way of life, but also to certain aspects of socialist relations still
insufficiently high in respect to the development of socialist produc-
tion, as well as insufficient maturity in our social relations. The
negative phenomena in our life may also be nurtured by certain
difficulties and disproportions in the nation’s economy that lead to a
temporary revival and a multiplication of negative phenomena.

Along with the objective conditions that may delay either over-
coming or reviving the negative phenomena, there are also a
number of reasons of a subjective nature. To these we must, first of
all, refer to the flaws in the application of the socialist principles of
management and distribution, the insufficiently consistent applica-
tion of check-ups in the quantity and quality of expended labor and
the amount of consumption. There are shortcomings in the organi-
zation of work and production, etc., and experience has shown that
every violation of socialist principles brings material and moral los-
ses to society.

As can be understood, the negative phenomena in our life arise
from both real, objective causes and from subjective ones. Over-
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coming these phenomena is possible only by eliminating their
sources and the preconditions that nurture them or lead to their
revival and multiplication. This is a complex process. Can it be
achieved at once or automatically? Our development has hitherto
shown that this is il‘rlp{)ssi'r.]le, We would be utopians, urnac-r:luainted
with life, to imagine that by empty promises or in a brief period we
would be able to stamp out these negative aspects of our reality. But
if we cannot eradicate them with a sweep of the hand, we still must
have a clear line of action and must wage a stubborn fight against
them.

The fight against the negative phenomena in our life must be
waged with every possible means and in various directions.

~The material and technical foundations of the socialist system,
the entire socialist economy, should be developed and consolidated;
social relations should be perfected; the conditions of life of the
working people should be improved; the principles of socialism
should be systematically applied.

Social democracy should be broadened, the role of public opin-
ion enhanced and the potentialities for society to detect, condemn
and stamp out manifestations of an anti-socialist character should be
increased.

—The role of the personal examples set by communists should be
reinforced. In this connection we should require of communists that
they abide strictly to the statutory stipulations: to serve as examples
in their work, to guard and increase the value of socialist property,
to serve as examples in their personal life, to be intransigent to-
wards philistinism, moral laxness and other surviving flaws of the
past, and to strictly observe Party and state discipline and socialist
legality.

—Legal measures should be taken against violators and criminals
by ﬁ.-ﬁher consolidating social legality and issuing new laws that
correspond to the changes which have taken place, and to the pres-
ent stage of our development. The new laws must secure wider
possibilities for mobilizing the working people and their conscious
participation in the fight against negative manifestations and those
who exhibit them, and for the observance of the legal norms by all,
regardless of rank and position in society.

—Socialist legality should rest on its natural foundations—the
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people and their conscious observance of the laws, their endeavor to
live and work in a new way. Here the most serious sector is the
younger generation. All efforts to secure legality will be futile with-
out legal consciousness, a proper attitude towards state order, a
readiness to react against injustice and lawlessness, and unless these
attitudes are cultivated from a very early age. Education and teach-
ing also have to contain a socialist legal consciousness,

Of particular importance is the consistent and Jull application of
the principle of equality before the law. The greatest enemy to
equality before the law is the “habit of putting in a kind word” in
behalf of the contending parties. This gives rise to violations of the
laws; raises to important positions incompetent men and condemns
brilliant minds and talents to dealing with petty matters. The cus-
tom of such favoritism is and should be alien to our socialist reality.
We must give this matter legal expression in our future laws.

Effective struggle can be led against negative manifestations only
il society as a whole participates and if Party and popular control is
developed and perfected. The uncompromising edge of the mass
means of communication must be turned against them, and if every
citizen who is fully responsible morally and beflore the law for his
conduct is at the same time given the guarantee that his rights will
be defended, he will be protecting his own interests as a builder of
socialist society before any organ in the state.

The construction of an advanced socialist society is a process of
changing and developing not only the productive forces, the founda-
tion and superstructure, but also a process of shaping and perfecting
the new man. Moreover, the successful development and perfecting
of socialist society is impossible without a constant development and
perfecting of the new man, the builder and main figure in this
society. Socialist consciousness is a job for the millions who, under
the leadership of the Party, in changing the nature of the country
also change themselves and in doing so change society.

That is why the struggle for a higher socialist consciousness, for
the shaping of the new man, must be waged without respite and on
a broad front, in all sectors of life, among all strata of the people,
with all the means and methods at the disposal of the Party, the
state and our socialist society.
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Raise the Role of Science in Public Administration
and in the Nation's Socio-economic Development

Science and revolutionary theory have always l.)een guide.&;l.;f.u
action for the Bulgarian Communist \Part.y, .h()lh in -th'el sﬂtl'lllic%iai(f
against capitalism and in the period of bulldmg.-ft Sf)(_)lt.‘lll.‘?t :\I\'b.]i'f:‘lll:.‘
With a number of its theses and decisions, our Party has I_Tléll.( e i ;
modest contribution to the collective ‘de\-'el({pm(_: nt a'nd enrichmen
of the Marxist-Leninist theory and of st‘)cnﬂn?l practice. A

The profound meaning of the measures aimed at perft?ct.mgf .t(.‘
whole system of public administration and the m(.-(.-hami;lr?? .\ll s
operation now being proposed consists in the endeavor to ¢ euu\l; ,\-t
raise the scientific level of administration. But however perfe(,t_ n
structure and mechanism ol public administration may be, h()\\-ex-f:
fully they may correspond to the stage oiﬁ‘socriz?l de'\-'elopn?cnltf the
s\_«'st’en'l of public administration cannot funchm.] in an upln.mlln;
manner unless it is based on science and especially on the socia
sciences. { ‘

To raise the role of science in the elaboration and n'np]{:mcntatllon
of Party policy has today become a vital necessity and a typvlef‘i%
feature of present-day development This is so bece‘u_l.tlac‘ of the very
character of our society, a scientifically governed Sl’)(.‘l('."t}-’. '

The link between public administration and science is h&?(l—ﬁl(]fﬂd,
The correct understanding of this question is not only of theoretical
but also of great practical significance. . :

In building the advanced sucialisf socit?’tyx as practice has »ho.w i},
along with the role of the organs of plﬂ"ﬂ_lc éld]'l"llnishr'é?.ll.('{l],} the‘? 51:1 )
jective factor is steadily increasing in 11‘1‘11)91‘?;111(:%&, I'his, lowever,
dows not mean a strengthening of subjectivism in econ(‘;n*mr.i.num—f
agement and the other social processes, »\s we lm'()w,' heer.t)m %)
will is only a consciously perceived necessity, a taking into ac(!‘(ln\mi‘
of the requirements of the objective laws. It is only on the I_‘f;:l.sls ().l
the action of these laws that society can be properly governe .an(.
that social development can be acce]crate(.l.‘ This calls for an e{:-;’r)
deeper knowledge, mastery and utif-r'.:f{fioln of r'.'hf?,’ laws ,r_{r?t,r_z}jrnn.glt(,lré;
operation and development of sot:mh-s-{ .s-rfcmt.;{. E\'.E:‘l.}-‘ 1:n.1.c *

estimation of science and the results of scientific investigations,
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every neglect of non-compliance with the laws of social develop-
ment may inflict serious damage on socialist development. The sci-
entific governing of society, and of the nation’s economy in particu-
lar, is incompatible with all manifestations of subjectivism and must
be eliminated.

The decisive role of science in securing the scientific character of

public administration and in creating the best possible conditions
for its functioning and development make up one side of the ques-
tion. But an equally important problem now is to improve the man-
agement of science itself by securing optimum conditions for its
development. In nature and content this question is complex and
many-sided. Here we shall touch upon only a few of its aspects,

First: It is necessary, above all, to elaborate a scientific strategy
and tactics in the field of scientific policy that takes into full account
the present and future requirements, the specific conditions and
possibilities for our country. This task is now paramount and we
must solve it in a short time.

In this connection we should specifically do the following:

—Determine the correct correlation in the development of the
various kinds of natural and social sciences and in the various kinds
of scientitic research (fundamental, practical elaboration).

—Elucidate more fully the questions of in what fields of science,
on what problems, on what scales. in what periods of time should
we concentrate the country’s scientific and financial resources for
independent scientific and research work—and what will be the
main results of all this. There can be no doubt that we shall develop
scientific and research work, especially in the fields in which Bul-
garia is specializing, along CMEA lines, and in which, therefore, we
are mainly responsible for the development and introduction of
scientific and technical progress.

—Co-operation and coordination with the Soviet Union and the
other socialist nations in the field of science should always be
broadened and deepened. It is necessary to understand in what
forms we can implement our participation in the research institu-
tions of the USSR and the other socialist nations. We must also
decide in what fields we shall seek knowledge principally or exclu-
sively from the other socialist nations.

—It is also necessary to revise the practice and forms of studying
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the achievements of science and tec};nlology in the capitalist nations,
ith a view naking better use of them.
w!_t_h—; ;:‘Fbt::t:gerzizal;:fi‘zati(m should be set up for the }'alp.id intm(hm—l
tion into production of the new achievements whlch are ()‘r? m‘u
above the world level. Measures should be tiikt‘l’_l for the mnf,s‘pli.(}:
duction of special articles based on these zlfrllle\-'F:Illel'lts_ Fm t tLl
whole socialist camp, for an excellent organization ‘(JT_a'Ld\-'ertmn‘g anc
for maximum sales of these articles in the nOHS(‘)Clkllle (.-Iountrlf.‘.s f\ll.n
the developing nations and, eventually, also in certain capitalist
ma—r]—('?f;;pmblem of incentives for the introduction of scientific 'L-mld
technical elaboration in production has not been s;.(.:lv.ed. But techni-
cal progress cannot be accelerated \\’it]]Ol-Lt ity Tt ds necessary }to
increase the material incentive to enterprises connected '\\-'ltll the
introduction of scientific and technical ach‘iex-'emonts —without al-
lowing this to become a source of trouble for them and to produce
an adverse effect on their economic indicators. : M
To secure a scientific strategy and tactics in the field of science,
and proper leadership in the organs ('.ntrust(td with the m an ;1gem.(__\nt
of science, we should subject science itself to research, increasing
our contribution to the theory and general method of Marxist-
Leninist philosophy, and to the claboration of the DI‘(’]]')}(.‘IHSIUf;
sociology and political economy in our studies, as well as to theories
of government organization and information, ete. :
Second: We are very seriously faced with the task n.t {f!’at’;lm‘atmg a
far-reaching program for the development of the socu'zf sciences. In
‘our countr‘\-‘g as well as in the other socialist countries, Marxism-
Leninism and the other social sciences have been going tbroughla
real upsurge in the last few years. For the 11.'|r_us;t part, the sunph'stlc.
view that the social sciences are characterized by only or mainly
propaganda functions may be considered to have been o\-'tfr.({mu‘e._
This does not give us any ground to believe that the social sci-
ences in our country are marching in step with our ever growing
needs. In view of the requirements of public adn'lin‘istratlon in par-
ticular, we need to have their increased help in perfecting t‘l'ae man-
agement of the various production processes, in the pe:}p‘l(r s way ot
life. culture, education, all social lite, alnd in the entire
superstructure—so that they may make use of all the advantages
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offered by the socialist system. This calls for the establishment of

still closer ties among our philosophers, sociologists, economists,
jurists, etc., for practical socialist construction and for a profound
study of the phenomena of social life.

In achieving these ends, we should place emphasis on the follow-
ing activities:

—the social sciences should be so developed that in the final
count they will be able to secure the necessary and sufficient infor-
mation as to all modern social structures and processes. They should
give timely warning to the leading organs as to the need of replacing
outdated forms, methods and means with others which are abreast
of the requirements of the new conditions, proposing changes sup-
ported by scientific arguments.

—concrete sociological, economic and other social investigations
should be organized, with a view to elucidating in the nature, struc-
ture and trends of the new phenomena in our society and the new
forms and manifestations of social laws. The results of these inves-
tigations of social laws. The results of these investigations should he
so adapted as to make possible their optimum use by the respective
governing Party and state organs.

—the social sciences should be so elaborated as to offer pos-
sibilities to map out scientifically our development over a certain
period of time. Of decisive significance are systems of mapping out
social developments such as the planning and forecasting of social
processes.

Third: The structure and functions of our organs charged with the
direction of science should be perfected in accordance with the need
to make it possible for science to develop under the best possible
conditions and in a manner that will intensify scientific research. In
the various units charged with the direction of science, from top to
bottom, the principle of a correct distribution of labor, of full conso-
nance and coordination, and the elimination of all parallelism should
be applied. It is only through a thorough coordination and conso-
nance in the work of the State Committee of Science and Technical
Progress, the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, the Academy of Ag-
ricultural Sciences, the higher educational establishments and the
departmental research institutes that a maximum and most effective
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1o tion of scientific research can be achieved. This question
Utllul‘lllbe deeply investigated and analyzed, so that an adequate
;l;;:n(ization of 5(';1'(:110& [i‘);‘ the present needs of our social develop-

. ay be established. gl
lﬂe;lltellgil}’rl::frit}.= and significance of the _i’h.llgari;m Alcadez?,\-t (:jf?;:
unces, its initiative and responsibility for the de.\-'e (l)pml(l.n] : tmw.
zountrv's sciences, should be further enhanced. At t. 1e .‘u-lj] z,d tm.f,i
the iIli’t']'.tlti\-’(_‘ of the research institutes shoult.l b(z.eln;.-()mu‘u.a];f: e
their functions broadened so Tat they may indeed become bas

its in the system of the Academy. S
lm']ifflrlf_?u;h its role and 5ignifi(:ancel the l?;ulgariml ;—‘:cad;r]!:'JoiiﬂS:.;
ences must be a powerful scientific mainstay of the Party .
alevided activily. :
d”;;i:fh A(IE;F\? l;i!’u nning and financing of scientific j.*“ff(s'emw‘r:{l I(t :{ o H[ 1{{:
stimulation of scientific activities should be further {]{”’:f_&i( 5{1{. l 111 ,.L-}\d
country these problems have, on the \\-'hnle.l,_ heen‘ eor];:(rt“)-‘mh 1\;1 ;
Stageslin planning have been established, mclufimg {t}le mih”df
of scientific and technical research, thtzIeh‘thomlmn L.ﬁ ;d&:l{. -wltiﬁ;
the drawing up of long-range plan‘s,_ of current pl-t-ms ()il ectl}i-; o
and technical investigation and of cmrn:_r:'ete programs ()Ttl i
velopment of the individual l’]_‘l":'ll'lC!I‘(.'-.‘i. ['he work in cmj_noi 70 b
the selection of subjects has been improved so as tn_ c.u‘rllc. s{po. i
the needs of the nation’s economic, cultural and .‘\(JL.'!'Tl} f-\tim;ﬂn
ment. The branch scientific organizations have l’)e(]ﬁil.l Tstla 3‘ 1; 1;:{ Ll)“
the principle of financial autonomy—a process which has bi g
g(]gie:;.itll{“;:tlr:‘ntion should be paid to the qucstu{nl of sfuwlrl:{f{;
coordination. That is most closely l'e‘latf?d to tl'n_e plrt:{ 7 6?1 .‘T‘t{;m.ltic

thorough and consistent application of Itl-.e Dl"m(f‘ll; LI (,)_, :;: w]};()le

planning of scientific research so that it may cm'ér\d.“d l:\(\imi(..ﬂ

cvele of investigation: from the long-range SL‘.I_(;?ﬂtl c..{:m‘ taolin l.;.o

forecasts and fundamental investigations ta.l'he.lr t.r'%l;_sl or n{u}lt; f_; : ,Hiﬁ_

corresponding tecrhn(ﬂogiiﬁs and constructions capable of being

i ed | national economy.

: ‘)g(zll{_di{dsllrr::ﬁ f:}:)imtr,\_-' like ours, \-vit.h hlm'llnd f111;111L‘1a1I1: natu;ﬂll kt.l'ltli

human resources, the problems of planning, [l%l.‘:i?l('.ll'lf_’,‘ an(.‘lu)t‘);‘i:

dinating scientific investigations acquire exceedingly great signi
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ance. Not only the effectiveness of scientific research but also the

destiny of our strategy in the field of science depend upon their

correct solution,

We are faced with the acute problem of the proper organization of

scientific research (scientific auxiliary technical bases, administra-
tive staff) and the training and preparation of scientific cadres.
The training of young scientific cadres and their proper utilization

are of very great importance in raising the role and eflectiveness of

research work.

In a number of scientific institutions the Party principles of select-
ing cadres are often violated. Good scientific leadership and an
atmosphere of solicitude and strict standards towards aspirants, as-
sistants and young research associates are not always attained.
Measures should be adopted that will place on a sound foundation
the selection, growth and distribution of the new scientific cadres.
This is all the more necessary because our research institutions are
either new or they have widened the front of their investigations in
the last few years. Flaws in the qualifications and education ol
cadres can produce a lasting negative effect on their work and de-
velopment,

Fifth: We have established a good national system of scientific
and technical information which “delivers” the necessary infor-
mation straight to scientific workers and technical cadres. This
established network and its methods and operations in the field of
scientific and technical information, must now be expanded and
improved.

Our enterprises, trusts, ministries, research institutes, technical
development centres, higher educational establishments. scientific
societies, etc., must be able to quickly receive and make fuller use
of the latest achievements in science and technology as well as in the
organization of production all over the world, on every general and
special problem that may be of interest to them.

Concluding Speech

Comrades, the present Plenary Session of the Central Committee
of the Bulgarian Communist Party, which discussed questions of
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paramount importance to our social, economic, political and cultural
development, achieved an exceedingly high level. Unanimity, great
activity and a constructive attitude were evidenced, and the collec-
tive mind of the Party leadership was demonstrated.

It could not have been otherwise. Our Central Committee com-
prises in its ranks worthy representatives of the communists and the
working people from all sectors of life of all Party generations. As
the militant general staff of the Party, the Central Committee rep-
resents the country’s heart and mind and is closely connected to the
Party, the people, to socialist construction and to the aspirations of
the ;\-orking people. And this constitutes its great strength.

The creative work of the Plenary Session is one more prool of the
fact that only the collective mind is capable of determining the
fundamental trends and mapping out wavs and means for our suc-
cesslul advance. The most important conclusion we can draw is that
in the future, too, the collective thought of the Central Committee
should be developed to a maximum in summarizing and lending
meaning to socialist practice in the correct solution of the current
problems of the Party’s home and foreign policy, and to avert any
manifestations ol subjectivism.

In the statements made here, some personal contributions on my
part in elaborating the problems under discussion were pointed out,
I see my contribution as part of the joint comradely work of our
collective. No one could by himself shoulder a task of such vital
significance to our whole social development; such a task can only
be an undertaking of the entire collective, the Politbureau, the
Central Committee, the Party.

In the discussions of the Plenary Session, a number of problems
were further elaborated, new questions were posed, additional
proposals were made, The lively discussion and the constructive
attitude displayed will obviously be of great significance to the final
formulation of the decisions of the present Plenary Session of the
Central Committee, to their implementation, and to our future
work.

It was pointed out quite correctly that far-reaching explanatory
and organizational work is nceded among the cadres, the work
forces and working people, in order to bring about a turning point in
their consciousness and a new attitude towards the fulfillment ol
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their set tasks. This is absolutely necessary in order that the Central
Committee, all Party organs and the entire Party should be up to
the high level demanded by the problems discussed here and that
they may become tasks of all communists and of all the people.

We listened and gave general approval to Comrade Georgi
Traikov's statement of the assessment made by the Standing Board
of the Bulgarian Agrarian Union in connection with present and
future joint work of the Bulgarian Communist Party and the Ag-
rarian Union. The assessment of the latter’s leadership and its posi-
tive attitude has been discussed at our Plenary Session. I wish to
express our thanks for this assessment and to re-emphasize that we,
communists and agrarians, have marched and will in future con-
tinue to march together for the implementation of our common
cause—the construction of a socialist society.

In conclusion, I wish to join in the optimism that was expressed
here as to the fact that the Central Committee and our Party will
continue to mobilize the eflorts, talents and enthusiasm of the work-
ing people in the same constructive and purposeful manner, and
that, on the basis of the decisions of the Ninth Party Congress and
the present Plenary Session of the Central Committee, they will
continue to inspire and lead the whole people to work and fight for
the socialist advancement of our dear country—the People’s Repub-
lic of Bulgaria.

[

On Questions of Education

Vemorandum to the Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Bulgarian Communist Parly, ] uly 30, 1969

ecently, and more particularly since the session of the Politburo
Rwhich approved the materials to be submitted to tl"ne Plerlmr.\-:
Session of the Central Committee of the Party on the @hmr'] of our
educational system, I have been considering certain basic principles
of education under socialism. Today’s discussions -c‘1f the Plenary
Session made me reconsider them once again and induced me to
share with vou some of my considerations. ‘ 1
We have set ourselves a big task, the perspective of intdeu(:mg
compulsory secondary education for all our young p(':()])ltf, I\mtur-'
allv. we members of the Politburo have agreed that for many
reasons the solution of this problem should not be 1'r1—'1p}emented too
hastily. But the task itself has been properly set. Lnivefsal secon-
dury education is the chief means through \&"l'.li(:h the aims ot our
educational reform can be attained, and that aim is to prepare the{
younger generation to cope with life. Tt is also the main method o
73
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linking our education with all other aspects of our socialist develop-
ment.

Now all this is true — the problem of education in a highly

developed socialist society has been properly formulated. The ques-
tion, however, is what kind of secondary education is to be aimed
at?

Is it right to identify universal secondary education with the three
types of secondary schools now existing—the secondary professional
and technical schools, the technical colleges, and the secondary
polytechnical schools, and to establish these three types of educa-
tional institutions as final forms of our secondary education?

“In doing so, it seems to me, we would be laboring under certain
conceptions that have hecn established under our people’s rule,
conceptions which we already consider a traditionel system lor the
education and training of our youth, The correct thesis on the future
type of school, T believe, is that given by Marx and Lenin for a
comprchensive polytechnical institution that will link teaching with
work and work with teaching, T am wondering why we should re-
treat from that thesis?

The polytechnical schools in our country have not altogether becn
a success and other socialist countries have had the same experi-
ence. This has led to a certain confusion, to a tendency to try to find
other ways of solving the problem, chiefly by splitting up the com-
prehensive type of school. Both in our country and in other socialist
countries this has been discussed and various types of specialized
schools have been created—secondary polytechnical schools, tech-
nical colleges, secondary vocational schools and so on. What is
more, the so-called polytechnical secondary school is “polytechni-
cal” in name only, not in its actual character.

Is this correct? Is it proper that we should give up the idea of a
comprehensive polytechnical school, as our party used to call it in
its program, and look for different types and establish them as the
only expedient forms of education?

It is my opinion that this would not be right. For our failures with
the comprehensive system of education based on polytechnical
principles are not due to a fault in those principles but to other
factors. Chief among these is the lack of theoretical clarity, insuffi-
cient study of a number of problems concerning methods and
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methodology, lack of experience and proper orgalni.;r,ﬂtiom conser-
vatism and formalism in educational work, il'lSU_'H‘l(.'l(?.-l]_F tra?nmg of
teachers and leading educational workers, certain difficulties con-
nected with the technical facilities in schools and the poor 0|'ga}111e1j
tion of the enterprises, factories and co-operative and state farms
responsible for supplying them. S bt
As vou see, these are not reasons that would justify d(??-l-c_ltmg f‘mm
the thesis of Marx and Lenin on the education and training of our
young generations for socially useful work. On the cont.rary, t};el
reform of our educational system can be iml,)lementeid most fully
and advantageously only on the basis of a comprehensnte [)OI?TE.‘Ci'I-
nical school. For only this type of school, properly organized, is able
to offer the most favorable conditions l‘()‘r all young pgople to inde-
pendently advance their training, to forge closer links between
themselves and the working class and agricultural workersl thl‘oug_h
productive labor and social development while promoting their
ideological training, 41l g

Marx has also explicitly stated that from the age of 16 or 1.{ all
young people would engage in socially useful \?Orl_“ Our edu(‘!atl(me}l
;;\-'stem must create the necessary conditions tor 1mplm‘1'1entmlg .thls
lﬁ;l‘inciple. by giving young people the training needed for p'm‘tlcqlJz.t—
tion in production and other socially useful work. And since this
does not concern a few strata of our young people only, but all youth
in general, it is obvious that the 1)TQ|)](311‘1 will not be solved ‘]),\_.-
setting up various specialized schools for a greater or 51‘11;1“(:1' section
of our youth but by a general reform of our educational system,
notably of the secondary schools, which must be attended by t}?e
entirt“\-’mmg generation. This is another important argument in
favor of the comprehensive polytechnical school. .

Under such a system of education, the question 0{‘ the };()—(j‘aﬂcc.l
primary school training, which has been the subject of many discus-
sions, ;;:(valses to exist, since with the introduction of compulsory
universal secondary polytechnical schooling there will be no need
for an independent school unit of that kind. .

We should also bear in mind that at present the course of hi gl‘lejr
training for specialists is far too long. It continues up to the age of 23
or 24 and. if we add the years of military training for men, to 25 or
96. This is a considerable loss to society since, as we know, the most
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productive and creative age for research work, especially in

mathematics and physics, is between twenty and thirty-five. By

keeping our young people away from the field of independent crea-
tive work, we are retarding their development by five or six
years—the years of the greatest creative daring.

Obviously this further bolsters the argument that a comprehen-
sive secondary polytechnical school would create the conditions for
shortening the course of higher training,

If secondary polytechnical education takes, say, ten years, young
people will finish school at 16 and enter life ready to work in various
spheres of material production and social development. At 17 or 18
they will be ready to take up leading positions in production: at 19
or 20 they will be fully qualified university or college-trained
specialists.

I am also decply convinced that with the broad and many-sided
human knowledge that exists it is impossible to acquire a rounded
education exclusively at school. We should also bear in mind that
modern science develops at a breakneck pace and even if we assume
that some unusually gifted and studious voung people may, on
finishing their university training, have familiarized themselves
with the most recent achievements of science and technology in
their particular fields, they will within a few vears lag behind it they
remain at the same level of knowledge. This is even more true of the
majority of present-day experts. That is why they must constantly
refresh and enrich their knowledge and experience and keep in step
with the latest achievements of the scientific and technical revolu-
tion. Therefore a more efficient system of further training must be
created and socially useful work must be closely linked with educa-
tion and self-education.

If we are to find the right solution to these problems, we should
shelve our present conceptions of schooling and set ourselves the
task of building up a streamlined system that will link together

secondary and higher school training with the various forms of
further study, with material production and its development, with
research institutes, with ideological training and so on, What is
needed is a system that will guarantee the smooth evolution of the
two mutually linked processes—on the one hand, the merging of
the higher educational establishments with the various research
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institutes and, on the other, the merging of t}lle lntlter with .thiel
practical work done in the respective fields which will constantly
produce a fresh stream of new challenges. Only 3110.‘1 a s‘\'-'stem can
produce highly qualified experts and scientists trzmlmdl in a comi
munist spirit, keeping them abreast of the level of scientific anc
schnical progress. :
tbciitl]i.;[(?\l-=il(]el':; than that one of our main tasks at presi:?nt is to build
up a pattern for the future comprehensive pfﬂyteci}mcal }ic!lc?ol.‘lrl
constructing this pattern, we must be led by th(-? idea ol ln:mgmg
nearer to each other and merging the two types of training 0‘[ young
people that have been established so far, general education and
vocational training. We are constantly udvanc?ng tm\-'-{u‘ds.a merger
of physical and intellectual work; we are steadfastly 1parchmg o the
road to becoming a technically-minded people. Radical changes are
taking place in our society and these are bound to lead to an '&h().ll—
tion of class divisions and to the building up of a classless cmlmnumst
society. To create an all-round human personality is H_w ideal we
pursu;: for the citizen of tomorrow. The road to thaF ideal pas.t_;t.'.s
through the comprehensive polytechnical school, v&.-*lnc.'li mus;_t gn-cj'
every boy and girl the opportunity not only to acquire a knowledge
of mature and society and the general necessary cu]tumll am_d
polytechnical outlook, but also to enable them, even while in
school, to participate in socially useful work. Indeed, a!.l young
students after a certain age should combine their schooling with
practical work in material production. e
We should also stress that such an approach, apart from |tsl con-
tribution to preparation for life, is also in\-'\aluelble as a .pf]lltlf_"dl._
moral and educational factor. It will be helpful in erad!(ra_ltmg petty
bourgeois prejudices and will inspire all young p(:ﬂ])l(:t with r(-_‘.spe(.?t
for physical, socially useful work and with a sense of beltmgmg l3
the working class, to all workers for socialism, no matter Y\-'hat 11‘(-31
of human endeavor or human knowledge they engage in after finish-
ing secondary and higher training, : o
We should like to add that the comprehensive ]}()l}-‘.tf_;!(:hm(.tll
school places all young men and women un d(“ r equal conditions A
solves in a most equitable way the problem ni\compulsory educats:_}n
;-md the choice of a profession—a problem of great personal, social
and political importance.
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It would be of interest to inquire how the adherents of the three

different types of schools would proceed in their choice of school for

children before they have shown their special bent and abilities.
Seemingly, they would have to be subjected to a choice based on
caste. But ours is not a caste state. The Constitution of the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria grants every citizen the right to education,
primary education being free of charge and compulsory. In our new
Constitution a clause will read that secondary education is to be
compulsory and free of charge as well! Only a secondary polytechni-
cal school can provide an education equal to secondary.

Naturally, we cannot at present give up our established structure
and system of education and we cannot, therefore, proceced to a
sudden radical solution. We do not yet have the necessary basis, the
experience, the trained experts and the funds. It would also be a
mistake il we were to solve the question in advance at the present
Plenary Session. For we cannot afford to fail to reckon with our
present needs, which call for speedy training of experts in certain
new branches and which compel us to postpone the introduction of
comprehensive education such as I have proposed. It is essential,
however, to remember that educational reforms are not carried out
during every five-year plan and that the reform we are ad ancing
now will extend over the next 20 years or so.

Therefore, without committing ourselves to any categorical for-
mula, we ought to include in the decisions of this Plenary Session
certain carefully considered statements that will delineate the gen-
eral trend in sufficient clarity and indicate the final aims.

The second question I wish to dwell upon concerns our higher
educational institutions and the scientific field in general.

The essentially new element that the reform introduces into our
higher education is the linking together of teaching with research
work. It is disquieting that research work in our higher educational
establishments is still only a side activity. It is no less disquieting
that our research institutes occupy themselves with peripheral
problems, while the main problems connected with the advance of
the scientific and technical revolution remain as a whole outside the
pale of their attention.

The basic concepts and principles of reform suggested for our

On Questions of Education 79

higher education and for the concentration and integration in the
field of research work are correct.

It is indisputably necessary that research work in our institutes
and higher educational establishments should be centered round
certain leading and progressive branches of our national economy,
in conformity with the forecasts for its development over a consider-
able period of time. It is also beyond dispute that research work is
more fruitful and effective when it is closely linked with practical
activity, when it is accomplished by teams consisting of scientists,
instruétm's, students, experts and innovators from the eriterptiscs,
Such teams will also guarantee the swiftest implementation of new
scientific achievements in practice. This will put an end to the often
observed lack of continuity between research work and the practical
implementation ol its results in production. bl

All this will be of major importance in eliminating the existing
subjective attitudes in the choice of workers in research institutes,
in the two academies and their sections. It will guarantee a constant
fresh stream of talented specialists; it will rejuvenate those insti-
tutes, some of which have gone rather stale, owing to the stl“‘ange
principle according to which, once a research worker takes “holy
orders”, he cannot be discharged even though he may not be ac-
complishing anything for the advancement of science, and may even
have forgotten his “Old Testament”!

Hence, it is necessary to organize research work in all fields in
such a way as to direct them towards the main problems of our
technical, ;fconomi(- and social development, and to make science a
genuine productive force.
~ We have at present two academies of sciences, numerous higher
educational establishments and over a hundred research institutes
and technical development centers. Besides these, there are a
number of institutes of higher education and of research institutes
that either have none of the necessary facilities or arve still in the
process of receiving them. Obviously, this is not only a luxury for a
country the size of ours, but also a grave handicap in carrying out
efficient teaching or research work and directing them towards the
solution of basic problems. It will therefore be necessary to concen-
trate and integrate research work with the higher training of ex-
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perts, which will lead to considerable changes in the structure and
organization of the entire field of research and teaching,

On these points, too, it seems to me we ought not to commit
ourselves to categorical statements. We ought to be quite precise in
tormulating our decision so as to be able in future, after due deliber-
ation and inquiry, to reach the best solution of these problems.

These, comrades, are my arguments and my suggestions. If the
Politburo agrees with them, I request that it ask the Plenary Session
to introduce certain amendments and specifications in the decision
concerning a reform of the educational system.

Master Science and Technology

Excerpts from a speech to the 8th Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Dimitrov Young Communist League
(Komsomoll, October 29, 1969

should like to begin by expressing my profound gratification at

being able to participate in the work of the current plenary
session of the Central Committee of the Dimitrov Young Com-
munist League.

Personally course, I have alwavs enjoyed being among young
communists and particulary among those to whom the Party has
confided the direct leadership and responsibility for work among
young people, for their communist education and participation in
socialist construction.

My satisfaction is due not merely to my being among vou again
but also to the circumstance that I am attending a session of the
Komsomol Central Committee which has placed on its agenda prob-
lems that are of crucial importance for the scientific and technical
revolution, for the construction of the infrastructure of socialism, for
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speeding up the rates of building an advanced socialist society in the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria. :

The Party and its Central Committee, have stressed time and
again that the Dimitrov Young Communist League is the foremost
assistant and reserve of the Party. These are not just words but a
historical fact; they recognize the real status won by young com-
munists, by youth in general, in decades of devoted work and strug-

gle under the banner of Marxism-Leninism, under the leadership of

our Party.

The Central Committee of the Dimitrov Young Communist
League, the entire Komsomol, have always responded readily to the
decisions taken by the Party Central Committee in implen_mnt.ing:
its poliecy. The Komsomol and its leadership have always adopted as
their own the tasks set by the Party and Government. It is gratifying
to note herc that the Komsomol Central Committee is worthily
performing its role by mobilizing the forces of the Komsomol, the
lorces and the enthusiasm of the whole youth for the implementa-
tion of Party policy.

This occasion marks yet another demonstration of the responsible
place and role of the Komsomol in our society. Only a month has
clapsed since the September Plenary Session of the Party Central
Committee, and here you are, ready to discuss the prol;:ler’ns betore
you arising out of the decisions of the Plenary Session, to map out
measures for the most active participation of Komsomol members
and all young people in putting these decisions into effect. This is
rll'mgniﬁ(rent proof that the Komsomol continues to be the Party’s
foremost assistant and reserve, that it jealously guards and de\-‘clo'ps
its rich revolutionary traditions, that the Party and the Bulgarian
people can fully rely on it. f

Foresight and Daring, a Class Approach to Pressing Tasks

I am sure you are quite familiar with the issues discussed at the
Plenary Session of the Party Central Committee and the decisions
taken there. I shall not, therefore, repeat to you the contents of
these documents. I would merely like to note that the problems
discussed by the September Plenary Session of the Central Com-
mittee are extremcly important and urgent ones that have a direct
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bearing on Party policies at the present stage. They have been
formulated in the spirit of the decisions of the Party’s Ninth Con-
gress and are, in substance, a further, more detailed elaboration of
the ideas and decisions of the July 1968 Plenary Session of the
Central Committee, principally in the economic field.

What is the significance of the fact that the Plenary Session of the
Party Central Committee discussed not only in general theoretical
terms but in more specific terms such cardinal problems as the
scientific and technical revolution in Bulgaria, the concentration
and automation of production, the concentration of research and
integration of science and production, the introduction of automa-
tion in management and the refinement of the new system of
economic management?

It shows; first, the high standards that Bulgaria has attained and
its increased potential. And second, the foresight and daring of our
Party and nation which, in close unity with the Soviet Union and the
other socialist countries, puts forward for solution not only the pres-
sing tasks of the present day but also tasks that will provide a bridge
to the future, to the further accelerated development of the socialist
system.

If we were to make a political and class appraisal of the work
undertaken by the Party and the people who will speed up scientilic
and technical progress in order to effectively develop the productive
forces and to improve the administrative system of our socialist
society, we should say that it is a continuation, under the new
conditions, of the class struggle, which has been steadfastly waged
by our working class, in alliance with the other working sections of
the people, and under the leadership of the Party for several de-
cades. This work is of major importance for the implementation of
the policy that the Party and its Central Committee have undeviat-
ingly pursued ever since September 9, 1944. It is a policy aimed at
lifting the country out of its centuries-old backwardness and at
eliminating vestiges of the capitalist past. It is a policy of developing
Bulgaria as an advanced socialist state, creating wider and better
conditions for raising the material and cultural standards of the
people and for the free, all-round development of the human per-
sonality.

After the victory of the proletarian revolution, the Communist
Party, the universally recognized leader and inspirer of the working
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people, begins to solve new historic tasks connected with the final
elimination of the capitalist system and the building of a new
socialist society. In the course of this struggle the economy is gradu-
ally reformed along socialist lines, exploiter classes are done away
with, the proletariat becomes a free and rapidly growing working
class, the principal class force of society; the class of co-operative
farmers takes new shape and evolves as a unified socialist class;
socialist relations of production prevail and develop in town and
countryside, and a cultural revolution gets under way. All this
creates conditions for profound changes in the material, spiritual
and cultural life of the working people and for a steady improvement
in the general standard of life.

From the point of view of the policy which the Communist Party

pursues after the victory of the socialist revolution, from the point of

view of the particular country’s domestic situation and its interna-
tional position, all these are class tasks which, in their totality,
constitute a further development of the class struggle of the victori-
ous proletariat. The class struggle goes on in the field of the
cconomy as well as in the political and ideological spheres. This is
class struggle in the deepest sense, for it expresses the class in-
terests of the working class and at the same time affects the vital
interests of all classes and social groups. What is more, it affects the
very existence of classes, having a direct relationship on their class
nature,

This struggle then is a profound class battle, because it is waged
from an internal and an international point of view, in the face of the
stiff resistance of the class enemy, and in the conditions of overcom-
ing the vacillations of petty bourgeois classes and strata and some-
times, their active resistance.

In Bulgaria, socialism has finally and irreversibly triumphed.
Socialist social relations prevail in the whole of society, in all
spheres of our life. But, even in such conditions, every step for-
ward, every one of our achievements in the construction and de-
velopment of socialism has a profound class character.

Why is this so?

Because they consolidate the positions of the working class, a
class that is the most revolutionary, the leading class of our society.

Because they promote the class homogeneity of society and
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gradually create conditions for attaining a classless communist soci-
ety.

rBechu;(z every one of our victories is a modest contribution to the
battle of the international working class against capitalism and im-
perialism and for socialism. ;

For that reason the drive to outstrip the capitalist countries in
raising labor productivity, the drive for technological progress in the
socialist countries and for a wider, speedier application of the
achievements of the modern scientific and technical revolution in
production, is at the same time a class struggle since it is one ol the
fronts, and a decisive one at that, of the victorious proletariat.

Science and technology are now developing at a breakneck pace,
so rapidly, in fact, that if the present rate is maintained, according to
the estimates of certain scientists, by the middle of the 21st century
all the people on our planet will have to work in the field of science.
This is, of course, carrving it to an absurdity. But I have cited it
merely to show how dynamically the class struggle must be waged
on that front aund how important the active participation of the
socialist countries in the scientific and technical revolution has be-
come.

To lead in the scientific and technical revolution has now become
the priority issue in the strategy and tactics of the proletariat, of the
world socialist system, of the struggle and the triumph of the com-
munist ideal in the world.

Only on the basis of the most recent advances of modern science
and technology is it possible to build the infrastructure of socialism
and subsequently of communism.

Only on the basis of the most recent advances of modern science
and technology can the new system achieve the abundance of mater-
ial and spiriﬂml wealth necessary to the working man under
socialism and communism.

Cybernetics, electronics, automation, nuclear power, laser and
missile technology, microbiology and the other modern products of
human genius form the natural material foundation on which the
socialist and communist system can develop, flourish and yield
abundant fruit. On that foundation the material prerequisites are
created for socialism to outstrip capitalism in all spheres, including
the decisive one of social life: material production.



86 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

Spearheading the modern scientific and technical revolution has
produced and will continue to produce a strong revolutionizing im-
pact on the minds of the broad masses of our planet. It helps us to
reinforce the magnetic attraction of communist ideas.

We all remember quite well the tremendous impact on people’s
minds, especially in the capitalist countries, of the first sputnik and
the catapulting of the first man into space. That scientific and tech-
nical exploit of the Soviet Union smashed to smithereens the im-
perialist propaganda that was trying to ram into the minds of the
working people in the capitalist countries that under socialism sci-
ence and technology could not properly develop.

There is no doubt that in the future, too, under the unceasing
care of the fraternal Parties, our nations will continue to develop the
scientific and technical revolution, to conquer its summits. It is not
capitalism, a system rent by class contradictions; not capitalism,
where everything including the progress of science and technology
is subordinated to business, profit and super profit—but socialism,
under which all classes and social groups have a stake in the prog-
ress of science and technology, socialism, where everything is put in
the service of man, and provides the natural sacial climate that can
offer unlimited scope to the scientific and technical revolution.

This is how we Marxist-Leninists see the role of modern science
and technology in the development of the national economy, in the
economic and political balance of power on the world scene, in the
competition between the two systems and in the development of
the world revolutionary process.

The task facing our Party, the Komsomol, our people, our youth
today is to step up scientific and technical progress, to master and
apply the modern scientific and technological advances, and to
build up and strengthen the socialist soc iety. This is at the same time
our Peter’s pence to the general contribution of the Soviet Union and
the other fraternal countries, to the consolidation of the world
socialist system, and to the triumph of soctalism.

The tasks we are now tackling are not fortuitous nor the product
of somebody’s whim. They are prompted by the stage of develop-
ment we have reached, by the new requirements of the nation’s
further improvement. The Party and the people will be able to solve
these tasks successfully, if Party policy continues to be based on
science, if its is constantly being developed, enriched and reasses-
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sed in the light of the experience of the millions of people in Bul-
garia.

What is the primary need?

The primary need is to avoid looking at these tasks solely from the
positions of technology and economy, from purely deparl'me‘ntal
positions. The decisions of the September Plenary Session of the
Central Committee are not only of major importance for science,
technology and the economy, but they also have tremendous politi-
cal and ideological significance.

Their implementation should be regarded as a component of the
class struggle for the development and consolidation of the positions
of socialism inside the country and on the international arena.

The main thing is to step up scientific and technical progress in all
spheres of socialist construction, to create ever improved prerequis-
ites for the communist education of the people and of youth, for
raising the general standard of life. This is the principal yardstick for
measuring the correctness and effectiveness of our activity. For we
cannot consider the Party to be doing a good job if our socicty’s
material basis is not being broadened and consolidated, if living and
cultural standards in town and village are not rising steadily, if the
working people are not being educated in a communist spirit. Once
the working class has taken power, it has to do more than do away
with the old social system; its duty is to build a new society, to show
in practice its superiority over the old system.

A Militant Program of Party, Youth and Nation

Comrades, I should like to swell quite briefly on some of the
problems of the scientific and technical revolution.

Why are we paying so much attention to this issue? Why are we
dealing with its general and more specific problems at Party con-
gresscs-s._ at plenary sessions of the Party Central Committee, at
sessions of the National Assembly and the Government, plenary
sessions of the Komsomol Central Committee and so on?

What does the modern scientific and technical revolution com-
prise? What is the principle thing in this discussion?

As we have pointed out more than once, we are living in a time
when the scientific and technical revolution is assuming ever great-
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er proportions and making ever stronger claims in the whole world,
in the socialist as well as in the capitalist countries. It has an impact
on production, politics, ways of life, spheres of social life; and it has
become an essential object of state policy.

More than once mankind has gone through periods of radical
scientific and technological change. They have led to man’s physical
force being replaced by natural forces. They have led to a hundred
and thousandfold increase of the strength, speed and skill of human
hands and feet and of the receptivity of man’s senses, which, at the
same time, are being displace, in part or in toto, by machines,

Accomplishing revolutionary changes on that basis, the
bourgeoisie created, in Marx's words, a base that was adequate for
itself and finally scttled the victory of capitalism over feudalism. In
so doing, however, it created the prerequisites for its own destruc-
tion, and its gravedigger, the proletariat.

The contemporary scientific and technical revolution has brought
about a giant leap forward in the development of the productive
forces, in the domination of natural forces and an active influence
over them. The introduction of automation, of electronics, of
cybernetics in social production and administration, of mathematics
in scientific knowledge, the discovery of new, practically inexhaus-
tible sources of energy, of new materials and substances with prop-
erties hitherto unknown, etc.—these are some of the principal
achievements and characteristics of the modern scientific and tech-
nical revolution. This revolution is removing, gradually but surely,
not only the barrier of limited sources of energy, of the limited
possibilities of substances and materials found in nature, but even
the so-called “barrier of information flows,” the barrier of the
limited human memory.

Unlike previous technological revolutions, therefore, under the
modem scientific and technical revolution, the machine begins to
take over part of the mental work of man, and a gradual separation of
man and machine begins, whereby he ceases to be its appendage.
Self-instructed and self-controlled systems of machinery will begin
to operate even more extensively in production,

The scientific and technical revolution is having great economic
and social repercussions both on the capitalist and on the socialist
systems. The economic and social consequences of the scientific and
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technical revolution will have a significant impact on the people’s
way of life, and especially on the younger generation in Bulgaria, on
their working and living patterns.

One of the foremost social implications of the scientific and tech-
nical revolution is the sudden acceleration and vast increase in the
redistribution of manpower among the spheres of social production:
hundreds of thousands, even millions, of people have to start work-
ing in a different field of production. You can see how in our agricul-
ture, for instance, the number of those employed in production has
been appreciably decreasing. This is bound to happen in industry as
well, i.e., in the whole sphere of material production. Many are
those who will have to change their professions and their jobs. For
people unprepared for such changes, and in a society where the
necessary conditions are not created, such shifts can be a source of
great human trage dy.

The growth of the productive lorees, the introduction of mechani-
zation, automation and cyberneties into social production under our
system will speed up the process of bridging the gap between men-
tal and physical work as well as advancing the process of raising rural
to urban standards. Important changes will occur in the correlation
between, and the content of, working and nonworking time and
especially in the working people’s leisure. There will consequently
be greater opportunities to enrich the general knowledge of the
working people. Their way of life, their ways of thinking and be-
havior will gradually incorporate features and virtues that are
characteristic of the communist personality. The increase of leisure
time implies some very important tasks for our Komsomol, as has
been pointed out here. The development of science today is a col-
lective undertaking. Joint creative quests, the new conditions of
production, the improvement of the system of social administration,
will strengthen the collective spirit, comradeship, mutual aid and
respect.

On the other hand, the interpenetration of science and industry
and the ensuing intellectualization of society, it T may put it that
way, considerably raise the demands on workers™ skill, on the gen-
eral and special education of those employed in production and, in
general, in socially useful work.

It is impossible to step up scientific and technological progress
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and to improve social administration, without tightening and strictly
observing labor, technological and state discipline. The September
Plenary Session of the Party’s Central Committee quite correctly
brought up this matter in a very urgent fashion. This current Plen-
ary Session has also given it a special attention. These are only some
of the problems that we are now encountering in the course of the
scientific and technical revolution and that have particular impor-
tance for young people. Naturally, under socialism there are all the
objective and subjective conditions and prerequisites for solving
these problems correctly, in the interest of the working people.
This, however, does not mean that they will be solved automati-
(:'clll}-’.

Scientific and technical progress, the accomplishment of a scien-
tific and technical revolution is now a key problem for us in the

further construction of a socialist society.

[t is true that up to now we have devoted considerable time to
this problem and that we have achieved quite a few successes. In
spite of this, however, we cannot say that we are satistied with the
present state of affairs.

What do 1 have in mind?

Automation on the basis of electronics and the application of

cybernetics in social production and administration—this is the
main thing in the modern scientific and technical revolution. But we
were very slow in properly assessing these matters.

We have also failed to face up to the fact that the scientific and
technical revolution presents, in a new way, the problems of con-
centration and specialization, of complex automation, of the tech-
nology of production and management.

What are the main problems in that field which present-day real-
ity raises for us? They can be described as follows:

—building up systems of computers and automation equipment
as a material base for the new processes;

—training scores of thousands of experts to man these machines
and, particularly important, training cadres—economists, en gineers
and mathematicians of a new type, to work out control systems and
computer programs;

—the introduction of technologies, basically new in principle,
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into management and production, and the use of a number of mater-
jals of an entirely new structure and quality;

—changing people’s way of thinking and overcoming the conser-
vatism in their approach to things and phenomena so that they can
understand the problems of the scientific and technical revolution
and their practical resolution. This is the principal and perhaps the
most difficult guestion.

We are now faced with a major task: to provide the best possible
conditions for the development of the scientific and technical revolu-
tion in our country. What we have to do is to create a better climate
in which scientific and technical progress will thrive at all levels
from top to bottom,

For all leaders and rank-and-file workers, for our scientists, en-
gineers, construction men, (lcsign(:rs, technicians and tech-
nologists, for all specialists and for the entire work force, resolving
the problems of scientific and technical progress must become as
necessary, as vital as daily bread, We are inspired by the noble
ambition to advance the nation’s production potential at such rates
and to such a level, to master the achievements of modern science
and technology to such a degree, as to make sure that the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria will within a short time catch up with the
industrial countries that are advanced in the spheres of science and
technology, and become a technically-minded nation, a communist
nation.

You are already familiar with the two programs submitted at the
September Plenary Session, on the setting up of automated systems
of management on a nation-wide scale and on the setting up of
systems of management in the kev enterprises and corporations.
You are aware of the scope and of the main tasks and objectives we
have to achieve in this sphere in the period up to 1975. We are,
indeed, embarking on a bold and daring undertaking, but our work
is based on scientific principles and rests on solid practical founda-
tions.

These programs, naturally, will be implemented stage by stage,
in conformity with our resources, the level of the nation’s economic
infrastructure and the stage reached in the development of our
country.
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Obviously, we are not yet in a position to introduce automatic
lines, complex mechanization, computer techniques and the like
everywhere. What we can and must do is to pursue unswervingly
the policy of consistent modernization in all the existing plants and
production processes.

In the implementation of scientific and technical progress in our
country we shall draw not only on our own experience and achieve-
ments but also on the experience of other countries, socialist as well
as capitalist. But we shall, above all, continue to rely on Soviet
expericnce and achievements.

The problems of the scientific and technical revolution in Bulgaria
cannot be formulated or resolved successfully without specialization
and co-operation within the framework of the Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance (CMEA), and bringing our economy ever
closer to that of the Soviet Union. I shall not deal with this question
in detail here; I would only like once more to underline, that for us
socialist integration is a matter of vital importance, since it permits
us to overcome the limitations imposed by our small territory and
population. It is an integration that will open up before Bulgaria
broad vistas for the development of the scientific and technical re-
volution.

The execution of this tremendous work and the fulfillment of
Party directives on scientific and technical progress will depend on
the people, on their tireless work, on the working class, co-
operative farmers and the intelligentsia, experts, scientists and the
millions of builders of socialism.

It may be said categorically that the fate of scientific and technical
progress is in your hands, dear Komsomol members. It is in the
hands of Bulgarian youth.

Youth has always been the fiery agent, the dynamic force in re-
volutionary drives and today, too, it is an energetic, ardent force in
the promotion of the scientific and technical revolution in Bulgaria.

We are certain the Party’s program of broad advance all along the

Jront of scientific and technical progress will in the time to come also

become the practical program for our glorious Komsomol and for our
enlire patriotic, industrious Bulgarian youth.

The New Party Program

Excerpts from the Report of the Central Committee of the
Bulgarian Communist Party to the 10th Congress of the
BCPE. April 20, 1971

ne of the most important specific features imparting a historical
Ocharacter to our Congress is the fact that it will discuss and
adopt a new Program of the Bulgarian Communist Party.

The text of the Draft Program was published and submitted to
wide discussion in the Party as well as in our social, political and
mass organizations and our entire society. I do not think that it is
necessary to make a detailed analysis of the contents of the draft
here but I shall dwell only on some key problems.

More than one hundred and twenty years have elapsed since the
day when the founders of our great revolutionary science, Marx and
E r{gcls__ armed the working class with the communist program, the
first in human history —The Manifesto of the Communist Party.
Appearing at the dawn of the international communist movement,
The Communist Manifesto today continues to call, mobilize and
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inspire the struggle for freedom and happiness and for a bright
communist future,

Our Party has always estimated the Party Program to be an excep-
tionally important theoretical, ideological and political document
that expresses the principles, goals and tasks of the Party and de-
fines the ways and means of achieving them. The Program is a guide
to action for our entire Party and for all working people. It arms us
with a clear perspective and points to the right road for securing our
historical goals.

The need for a Program is dictated by the objective logic of social
development and by the historical task of the Communist Party to
direct and lead it. Tt is meant to reveal the “line” linking the sepa-
rate parts and stages of the revolutionary process, our past, present
and future activity, “so that we do not get lost,” as Lenin pointed
out, “in the zigzags, in the turnings of history but bear in mind the
general perspective . . . so that we can see the beginning, the
continuation and the end.™?

The Program of the Party is a comparatively long-lasting docu-
ment which acts as a guide to action during a whole historical period
of the revolutionary struggle. The Party introduces some changes
and amendments to its program or adopts a new program only when
the social and historical development and its own development face
the Party with qualitatively new tasks. Marx compared the prog-
rams of the Marxist parties to “milestones, by which people judge
the level of the Party movement™2 They are milestones marking the
key moments, the basic stages of development of the revolutionary
movement of society.

Since its very beginning, our Party has had an established tradi-
tion in this respect. It adopted its First Program as early as its
Constituent Congress on Mount Bouzloudja in 1891. This was the
first program document of the Bulgarian socialist movement.

The Program Declaration was adopted at our first Congress after
World War I in 1919, when the Party was renamed “Communist
Party.” The Program Declaration of the Bulgarian Communist Party

! Lenin, Thid, Vol. 27, p. 130

% Karl Marx, Critique of the Gotha Frogramme, New York: International Publishers,
1973 edition, p. 35.
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included substantial additions and amendments to the old Party
Program, called for by the new historical period, by the victory of
the Great October Socialist Revolution, by the development of the
Party, the initial stage of adoption of the ideas of Leninism and by
the ?oundirlg of the Comintern, one of whose founding members
was our Party.

In October 1922 the Party Council approved the draft for a new
Party Program submitted by the Bulgarian delegation to the Fourthl
Congress of the International in November, 1922. The events o.i
1923, however, prevented the discussion and adoption of the draft
by a Party Congress.

Later the Bulgarian Communist Party worked out other program
documents, among which were the decisions of the Fifth Congress
of the Party in 1948 and the decisions of the April Plenum of the
Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist in 1956. But no
matter how sigliﬁcant, these documents were not, nor did anyone
claim they were, a Party program.

The problem of working out a new program of the Party was
raised as long ago as the Fifth Congress, the first Congress of the
Party alter the victory of the socialist revolution in Bulgaria. But no
prog:mm was worked out, owning to Georgi Dimitrov’s death and
the events which followed.

Only after the Seventh Congress of the Party was the problen'.l
raised again, and the July Plenum of the Central Committee in 1968
decided that a program of the Party should be worked out and
submitted for discussion and adoption to the present Tenth Party
Congress.

What has made it imperative for our Party to adopt a new
program?

We have already stated the general principles that determined
the necessity for Party programs. We were guided by these princi-
ples when we decided to work out and adopt a new program for our
Party.

We rely and are led by the basic principles of Marxist-Leninist
theory in all our activities. Marxist-Leninist science on the de-
\-'elolj;ncllt of society is the scientific basis of the activities of every
communist party. Historical experience, however, has shown that
our theory must be applied in a creative way by making it concrete
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and by developing it. In the first place, the concrete conditions in
each country at a given stage must be taken into consideration: and,
in the second, the changes in the international situation, in the
development of the world revolutionary process and in the interre-
lation of all world forces.

In this connection, it is not difficult to see that the need has long
been ripe to work out and adopt a program. Since the adoption of
the Program Declaration of the Bulgarian Communist Party in 1919,
more than half a century has elapsed, and during this time deep,
fundamental changes have taken place in the world and in the de-
velopment of our Party and in our country. I do not consider it
necessary here to give a detailed picture of these changes.

I shall merely point out that all program documents of our Party
have long since been carried out, It is more than a quarter of a
century now since our country has been developing along the road
to socialism, passing through various stages of formation and de-
velopment. Today our people are building an advanced socialist
society in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, under the leadership of
our Communist Party.

All this requires that the Party should adopt a new program that
will theoretically sum up and give meaning to the historical experi-
ence of the past and the present and also discern future trends of
development of our country. We should apply Marxism-Leninism
creatively and develop it further in accordance with the require-
ments of the new stage of development. We must scientifically define
and substantiate the present historical task of the Party, the main
trends, and ways and means for its realization.

[t is true that the congresses of the Party also dwell on the prob-
lems of socialist construction and the basic tasks of the Party for a
given period. Neither the resolutions of the congresses, however,
nor the reports of the Central Committee to the congresses, nor the
social and economic plans can be substituted for the program.

We know that the stages of historical development of society as a
complete system last much longer than the periods between con-
gresses. We cannot exactly foretell when the building of the ad-
vanced socialist society will be completed but obviously it will cover
an extended historical period. We also know that the dynamics of
development increase together with the ascending development of
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our socialist society and of the world socialist system. At tlhe same
time, the construction of an advanced socialist socu;z‘I y is t_akmg place
under the conditions of the speedily developing scientific and tech-
nological revolution today. It is conm‘zc‘r{:d w1t_h the l']('?\-"(:‘-l(\'_!pl‘f:l(:‘]lh
practical application and utilization of t\ll(—t achievements of this re-
volution in all spheres of social life that further accelerate the rate of
development of society.

Since this is so, and because of its leading role, today more than
ever the Party needs to have a clear view of the future development
of the social processes, and this can only be provided by the Party
Progrm. : i

No less important is the fact that in accorda‘nco with the }.cpmmt
teaching on the Party, one of the conditions for membership in the
Communist Party, inscribed in the Statute of our Party is the accep-
tance of the Party Program. : :

What are the characteristic features of the Draft Program?

The principal feature is that it is a program for the construction of
an advanced socialist society in Bulgaria. a

Bulgaria has entered the stage of building -acl\-‘aun:'rcd socmhsml asa
result of the socialist revolution, of the successful ending of the
transition period from capitalism to socialism and the complete vic-
tory of socialist production relations, as well as of the l't'SLlltS‘U'F [I'](’.
qualitative and quantitative changes in the whole sylste.m of socrigl

life. During this period, the construction of the material and techni-
cal basis of socialism must be completed, socialist production re:]a—
tions must be improved, culture must be enriched, the well-being
of the people must be improved and irregularities in the develop-
ment of the social system must be overcome. :

Consequently, the major immediate historical task of the Party is
the construction of an advanced socialist society in our country.

Hence the task of the Program is as follows:

__to analyze the domestic and international conditions under
which we are constructing the advanced socialist society; :

__to formulate the basic characteristic features of this stage of the
development of socialist society in Bulgaria; ‘ .

__to trace the basic laws and tendencies of development during
this period; ‘ .

__to map out the major tasks of the Party in the different sectors
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of life and to define the basic methods and means for solving them.

In working out these problems we have relied on the principles of

Marxist-Leninist theory and, more specifically, on Marxist-Leninist
science in connection with the two phases of communist social and
economic formation. We have relied on the experience of our Party
and country in their historical development till now, and on the
historical experience of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in
building socialism and communism in its country and its contribu-
tions to the creative development of Marxist-Leninist theory. We
have also relied on the historical experiences and creative contribu-
tions of the Communist Parties of the other socialist countries as
well as on the documents of the international communist
movement—the result of collective efforts. In working out our
Program we were greatly aided by the Program of the Communisi
Party of the Soviel Union, by its wealth of theoretical content and by
the discovery of the laws and perspectives of the further develop-
ment of society towards communisim.

This is only natural, first, because we arc a Marxist-Leninist
Party, an internationalist Party. And, seeond, because the process of
the construction and development of socialism in Bulgaria is part of
the unificd world revolutionary process that follows objective laws
valid for all countries throughout the world. The construction of an
advanced socialist society is not a specific Bulgarian task. Other
countries and other peoples who have taken the road to communism
are passing, or will pass, through this stage. That is why the laws
functioning at this stage are common laws of development.

At the same time, however, these common objective laws function
in a specific way in every individual country. Every Party works out
and solves concrete problems in accordance with the conditions in
its own country, its national traditions and its historical past. That is
why, in mapping out the ways of development during the stage to
come we have tried to link in one organic unity the international
tasks with the national tasks of the Party, the general with the
specific. We have tried to lend a Bulgarian character to the content
and form of our Program so that it will not only reflect what holds
good for all countries and peoples, but also the specific, concrete
conditions and tasks of our Party and of our people.

For this purpose, while working out the Program, we have relied,
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above all, on the historical experience of the 25 years of develop-
ment of socialism in our country, on the achievements of Marxist-
Leninist theoretical thought in Bulgaria and, more specifically, on
the historical experience and achievements of Marxist-Leninist
theoretical thought in our country during the period after the his-
toric April Plenum of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian
Communist Party in 1856.

It should be stressed that it would have been extremely difficult
to work out our Draft Program if, in recent years and especially
during the period after the Ninth Party Congress, we had not solved
at different plenums of the Central Committee, and more precisely
at the July Plenum, important theoretical problems connected with
our economic, social and political life.

In developing the Dralt Program we were guided by the
Marxist-Leninist requirement for the Program to be scientific and
realistic 1o the maximum: to be thoroughly in accordance with the
conerete conditions and the degree of development of our country,
not overlooking certain stuges while mapping out our tasks and
avoiding subjectivism and illusions. “The program,” Lenin wrote,
“must be built on a scientific basis.”™. . . . “It must take into con-
sideration facts which are absolutely and precisely ascertained.”
The Program must be founded on a strictly objective, scholarly
Marxist-Leninist analysis of the socio-historical processes and their
Jaws: it must solve new theoretical problems and at the same time
put forward only such historical goals and tasks that can be reeﬂige d.
“This and only this,” wrote Lenin, “is the attractive power of our
program. And if we put forward the slightest claims \ivhich we our-
selves cannot fulfill, then this will weaken the force of our program,
because the masses will become suspicious and decide that our
program is only fantasy.”3

That is why the Draft Program outlines only the most general
tasks and trends of development. Now, under the conditions of the
scientific and technical revolution, it is especially difficult to define
the concrete indices and rates of development over such a long
period of time.

3 Tenin, Ibid, Vol. 29, p. 190

4 Lenin, fhid, Vol 27, p. 131
.5 Lenin, Thid, Vol. 27, p. 148
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In working out the Program we were guided by the premise that
the entire activity of the Party to construct an advanced socialist

society must be subjected to the task of ensuring the constant rise of

the material and cultural level of the people and the all-sided de-
velopment of man. That is why there are good reasons to say that the
Program is the living embodiment of the Party’s slogan, “Everything
in the name of man, everything Jor the well-being of man!”

We were also guided by the desire that the Program should be in
form, as it is in content, close to the t houghts and feelings of the
working people so as to be understood by them. The requirement
that the Program be scientific and theoretically substantiated does
not mean that it should be an abstract theoretical treatise com.-
prehensible to only a narrow cirele of specialists. The Program is a

document for the instruction of the entire Party and the millions of

working people in the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, of socialist pa-
triotism and consistent proletarian internationalism, for the purpose
ol involving the working people in the actual struggle for the victory
of socialism and communism. As Lenin put it, every paragraph of
the Program must contain “material for agitators to use in hundreds
of thousands of speeches and articles. E very clause of our program is
something that every working man and woman must know, assimi-
late and understand.”® That is why there is an attempt to express
the most difficult theoretical problems in the Program in simple and
comprehensible language. In the Program there is also 4 degree of
emotional content that contributes to a stronger impact.

The elaboration of the Program is a great collective effort in
which, under the guidance of the Central Com mittee, members and
collaborators of the Central Committee participated, as did a con-
siderable number of representatives of our Marxist-Leninist scien-
tific thought, Its discussion became a nation-wide effort, in the real
sense of the word. In all the towns and villages throughout the
country, in plants and on construction sites, in cooperative farms
and offices, in educational institutions and scientific institutes,
everywhere, communists, Komsomol members, members of the
Agrarian Union and of the Fatherland Front participated with great
interest in the discussions of the Draft Program. It can be said that

¢ Lenin, Ihid, Vol. 29, P 190
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this was one of the widest mass [)()]ls of the communists ;mni_ tgle
people carried out by the Ct;‘:!m‘al Committee, ]i_ \-?-as ()Il\f-? 0 t}"i
most outstanding examples of the unbreakable link between the
Party and the people. : ;

What did the nation-wide discussion of the Draft Program shotwi

Above all, the poll showed the universal approval of this ('lr)(.-u—‘
ment by all the working people in our country. The assessments of
our work so far and the formulations of our forthcoming tasks hm-‘le
been unanimously approved. The Draft Program has been esti-
mated as a historical document. Its creation is an outstanding event
in our life. The discussion has convincingly shown that by creatively
applying the principles of Marxism-Leninism, the Central Commit-
tee of the Party has been able to cover the most important problems
of our development and to find the proper solution for them.

The discussion has again proved how much the political and
ideological maturity of our people has grown. This is shown h,\_-"the
high level of activity, by the numerous opinions and suggestions
sent to the Central Committee of the Party directly, or through the
district Party committees, the leadership of the public (:1'ganizati0r‘15
and lhroug}; the editorial boards of newspapers, magazines, radio
and television. The careful study of these suggestions has shown
that the overwhelming majority of them have a constructive (:han‘u:-
ter, that they are permeated with a high consciousness of unity with
and devotion to the ideas of our Party and the cause of socialism and
communism,

The discussion of the draft Program has eloquently a’er:‘:mlsff'are(f_
the unity and cohesion of the Party ranks; the unity and (:ohe.s‘rrm‘ of
our entire nation with the Party’s general policy; and the unity of all
the generations in our country—the generation of the Party vete-
r;ms; the middle generation and the voungest—all of whom have
readily assumed the historic responsibility of building the advanced
socialist society in Bulgaria.

The nation-wide discussion of the Draft Program of the Party was
a remarkable theoretical, ideological and political schooling for our
people. It is also a clear indication that the ideas and perspectives
mapped out by the Party, once they have taken hold of the masses,
will become a great material force. This is a guarantee that the

Program will be put into effect.
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Some Theoretical Problems Concerning the Construction
of the Advanced Socialist Society in Bulgaria

Comrades, the new Draft Program of the Party reflects a great
number of new theoretical problems of extremely great importance.
I would like to touch upon some of those, and which are of great
practical significance as well.

The most important refers to the place and character of the ad-
vanced socialist society as a stage in the development of the first
phase of the communist formation,

As we know, Marx and Engels scientifically established the in-
evitable doom of capitalism and the creation of a new communist
social system. Developing the theory of the communist socio-
economic formation, they proved that in its development this for-
mation would inevitably undergo two phases—a lower and a higher
one, Marx, Engels and Lenin discovered the basic laws governing
social development during the period of transition from the
capitalist to the communist formation and during the first phase of
the latter, which is socialism.

Summing up the experience of the socialist revolution, Lenin
extended and enriched the characterization of socialism and com-
munism. In a number of his works, he was the first to speak of
socialism in formation, advanced socialism and fully developed
socialism.

Naturally, it was not the task of Marx, Engels and Lenin to make a
detailed analysis of the communist socio-economic formation and its
phases and stages. That was neither possible nor necessary at the
time. But they have left us a great theoretical heritage that we must
further develop and enrich in new conditions.

I must stress the fact that the Soviet Union has accumulated
considerable theoretical and practical experience in the course of
building communism. Much experience has also been gained by the
other fraternal countries and by the international communist and
working class movement. All this helps us a great deal in throwing
light on our further development.

Now that the construction of an advanced socialist society in the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria is our immediate historical objective,
and the task of our everyday practice, we are confronted by the
question: What is an advanced socialist society and what are the
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characteristic features and basic laws of development 1;1 F‘nrce} z‘1t‘ thi:;
stage? What is its place in the de\.-'elopn'lent of the l]\ljs;_ }plllalseﬁe
corﬁmunisrn and of the communist formatulm asa \'v}?o ¢ .; ) 1is is ”:.d
key question of our p-resr.’-nt—n‘ay‘ M a-r‘x-t-\s-t-‘!_;al’-n-x.n ist t.ujrirly (.‘: l‘.
practice. The correct working out of the remaining thcoretlci}‘p;oj
lems relating to our social de\-'el{)pment.clepe.ndsl; to the 1g 1est
degree on the correct theoretical ehmidatmn. of this key ql.l‘etstl\(n}l.

In addition, in the final analysis this question predeterml.neb the
concrete strategy and tactics of the Party at the present InsFt‘mc‘rai
stage. Whether we advance forward, or slow down the ra‘tes of :Tolua
development, will largely depend on how we answer this quest.aon,
Shall we resort to rash steps and subjectivism in our mox-‘omlent
forward or will our policy be scientific and (rnrrespm_ld to the objec-
tive requirements of social development? It is precisely these con-
siderations that required us to analyze and define the characteristic
aspects of this stage ol the advanced socialist S(_)Clet‘_\-'. '

We do not claim that our treatiment of this question in the Prog-
ram is exhaustive. We have not tried to offer a cm'np.lete, an all-out
characterization of this stage. This was neither poj‘ss.lble nor neces-
sarv for such a Program. On the basis of the aclfnevements' of the
th(:,:OI‘\_-" of Marxism-Leninism and on the basis of our pr_actlcul m—
perieﬁce accumulated in building socialism, we ha‘vc tried t'u give
the main outlines of the advanced socialist society in Bulgaria.

In addition, I would like to stress that our ng_ram has H.Ot set
itself the task of giving the advanced socialist society the.lkmd ?t
characterization that could be applied by all fraternal pil)’lll.;i.‘;. We
have no such claims, nor have we set ourselves such a task. What we
really tried to do was to use not only our own experience but also
that of other countries so that the characterization of the: ;1d\‘-‘;-inced
socialist society would be as full as possible and smel.'luhcal]:\-'
grounded. T would like to emphasize, lmwe\-’er,‘ once again t,l.mt it
applies chiefly to the advanced socialist society in the People’s Re-

ic garia.
P“_?E; (t]lieBc:ll‘:;ical basis upon which we place the examination 'dl.ld
clarification of the advanced socialist society is Marxist-Leninist
science for the emergence, formation and development of the
communist socio-economic formation. ;

The development of society is a complex and contrm’ftcmry
process, in the course of which society passes through different
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socio-economic formations, while in its turn each formation passes
through different phases, stages and degrees of development.

Let us take capitalism, for example. This social formation today
does not have the same appearance or shape as it did at the begin-

ning of its development. We think of manufacturing capitalism, of

industrial capitalism and of imperialism as the highest and last stage
in its development. But life has shown that this last stage, so bril-
liantly analyzed by Lenin, also undergoes various phases. We are
now witnessing a new phase, in which the most characteristic fea-
ture of imperialism is state-monopoly capitalism.

We know that Lenin also spoke of different stages during the
period of transition from capitalisim to socialism.

As the first phase ol communism, socialism also passes from lower

to higher forms of social organization, from lower to higher stages of

development. The classics of Marxism-Leninism expressly em-
phasized the necessity of considering the communist formation and
its phases, including socialism, in their dialectical development and
not as static or frozen.

One should not forget that capitalism began to develop its pro-
duction relations deep within leudalism. But we know that socialist
production relations arise and begin to develop only after political
power has been won. Apart from this, as shown by historical experi-
ence, during the period of transition from capitalism to socialism it
is not possible to build up completely the material and technological
basis typical of the socialist system. Socialist production relations
are gradually built up during the period of transition but afterwards
they must continue to develop and be perfected. The period of
transition is not a long enough period to complete the socialist
cultural revolution and fully establish socialist ideology in the con-
sciousness of the people’s masses. The period of transition is not
sutlicient to form the new type of man, capable of building the
second phase of the communist formation. The period of transition
is not sufficient to ensure a harmonious development of the entire
social system.

Therefore, after the period of transition from capitalism to
socialism, society does not have either the objective or the subjec-
tive prerequisites for the transition to the highest stage of the com-
munist society. A more or less continuous period is needed during
which socialism develops to the point where it reaches its highest
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stage, which Lenin described as the advanced socialist society, when
it reveals and realizes all its potentialities for growth in its ,r)m.rh_m—
tive forces and in its production relations mr{z’ culture and the living
standards of the masses, as well as in mans personality-the stage
when it most completely discloses its indisputable superiority over
capitalism in the main spheres of the life of society.

The analysis of social development and of the present-day mater-
ial and cultural conditions in which our society is developing shows
us that Bulgaria has reached the stage of building the advanced
socialist society, the stage when we shall complete the construction
of the material and technological basis of socialism, when we shall
perfect socialist relations of production, when we shall ﬂn'ther‘ de-
velop and extend all elements of the superstructure typical of the
mature lorm of socialism.

Thercfore, in our country the construction of the advanced
socialist society is an objective and historically necessary process
governed by objective laws of development, l_)mughtl about by the
stage reached in the development of the productive forces and pro-
du;tion relations as well as by the objective laws governing the
transition of socialism to communism.

In working out the question of the advanced socialist society, we
have come tE: a new theorctical formulation, on which 1 would like
to dwell briefly.

As we know, Marx wrote as follows in Critique of the Gotha
Programme in describing the first phase of the communist S()C%U-
economic formation, i.e., socialism: “What we have to deal with
here is a Communist society, not as it has developed on its own
foundations, but, on the contrary, as it emerges from capitalist soci-
ety: which is thus in every respect, economically, morally and il?t(il—
lectually, still stamped with the birthmarks of the old society from
whose womb it emerges.”7 On the other hand, communism, which
is the higher phase of the communist formation, arises from and
develops on its own basis. \ ‘

The Draft Program, however, says that “the advanced form of
socialism is built and developed on its own socialist basis.”

We believe there is no contradiction here but a further 5pneiﬁca—l
tion and development of one and the same concept on the basis of

7 Kurl Marx, Ihid, p. 8
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rich and new historical experience. Marx speaks of a socialist society
Just arising out of capitalist society. It is perfectly clear that such a

society inevitably bears and will bear the distinctive birthmarks of

the old society in all respects—economic, moral and mental.

Can one describe our socialist society, which has already under-
gone a long period of intensive development and which is confi-
dently approaching its maturity, as a society that has just arisen out
of capitalist society® Can we say that the construction of an advanced
socialist society proceeds also on the basis left us by capitalism in
political, moral and mental respects and not on its own basis? I think
that the answer is in the negative and this more than ever clear
today.

What are the main prerequisites created in our country for the
construction of an advanced socialist society?

The first prerequisite is the absolute domination of socialist rela-
tions of production in town and countryside, as well as unified
socialist relations of production for the development of the whole
society.

The second prerequisite is the degree reached in the develop-
ment of the productive forces. We have succeeded in creating a
comparatively high material and technological basis as well as a
higher level of qualification of the labor force. This has now enabled
us to solve qualitatively new tasks in the promotion of industry, the
rural economy and in the other sectors of our socialist economy.

The third prerequisite is the new social and class structure, which
is radically diflerent from that of capitalism, as well as the ideologi-
cal, political and moral unity of our society,

The fourth prerequisite is the complete domination of the socialist
political and ideological superstructure. The people’s democratic
state plays an enormous role in the country’s socialist construction.
Marxist-Leninist ideology is the unshakeable foundation of our
country’s entire cultural life.

The fifth prerequisite is the strengthened world socialist system,
the new type of mutual relations among the countries of the socialist
community and the growth of international socialist integration.

All this constitutes our own new socialist basis, created during its
formation and upon which the advanced socialist society is to be
built and developed further.

We now know from the experience accumulated in our social
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development that the phase nf. S(_)cialislm v&‘-'iﬂ C({\-”t‘.l“. ;1.]1 (l;.-%lt];(lz(;
Jengthy historical period. The s;ucnallst. society in Bu gcwu"!-:} L-m(‘ 11r1}| .
other socialist countries, not to 1'r'|(}11t1?:1 thclb(‘)\-’let (,111‘11:)11,‘ a rctii y
has a long and extremely rich history. True, it is tT_lll(.Jh_b 'I(.).ltltﬂ\ Ij(‘;n
the history of capitalism, but, on the ()thml' lmncl? it is ”P-}IITSLIT-A.._]
ley richer in creative work in the economic, social, political, mora
ad o -al fields. ‘
‘m;lt (;.;llll:z:;i.s-efg; on the basis of this perfectly new, rich anaf r;{f—s‘-ad?r{
creative work that we are building and we shall be builc ing ?‘..1{.
advanced socialist society. In this sense we say tha tm (.m.-r‘e .s-oc_r.m’ xl.smf
is built and developed on its own socialist hasis. L"nhke the 1\1_1‘1( 0\
socialism that appeared and developed directly from th‘. heilta?g-t;
left us by capitalism, with respect to doveh‘_nmr"nent of pl'[)dlif,‘tl\}':,
forces, living and cultural conditions, education, and so l(?rt
advanced socialism is being built and developed on the ngL.s:.?’ ;o_{
firmly established socialist production relations; on the f?ct.sr\s- .o f t;{.
??'a,ate-;"r'.al and technological foundation under construction; on t e
basis of a highly developed political and moral life; on‘tht_a basis Og f
the Sm;:r'.ah,s't state system and democracy; on the basis Uf an dac-
canced socialist culture and ideology and the education of .HI{? over-
whelming majority of its population. In a word, we are bmlr'd ing thle.
advanced socialist society on a social and economic basis that is
radically different from that on which cu‘pir‘-m’ism was grounded.

As for the birthmarks of capitalism of which Marx 590&}1(5, they
will indeed be historically overcome and outlived, finally Idlsuppeur—
ing only when our society enters the highest phase of the com-
m“;:"‘:;;:]tf::u has shown, howeve r.‘lhesc birth n"ulr'ks are also
subject to substantial changes in the different stages f]i c:lc:velo.pm_ent_
of the socialist system. When Marx spoke of socialism as a society
that still bears the birthmarks of capitalism, 1’1&3 had in !'I‘lil?d t}]f:_' \:'ast
historical heritage of certain negative aspects from the point of view
of ultimate communism. This heritage includes such phenomena as
the differences between town and vil]-;tge\lbetw(‘("n mental m.ld
manual labor: social classes, with all their differences am‘d C(J].‘tmd].c—
tions: the state; the church, etc.—all of which Is;()ciallfsm 11'[}.‘1(:‘.“":.‘\'
directly from capitalism. It also includes the vestiges ol ‘Fhe past in
life style, mentality, ideology, consciousness and education, .W'hl(_‘,}]
continue to manifest themselves in one sphere or another of man's
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public and personal life in socialist society. Marx saw vestiges of the
bourgeois law even in the socialist principle of distribution of goods
according to one’s work.

This historical heritage can neither be skipped over nor abrogated
by decree. It can be done away with and cleared away only with the
tremendous and tireless efforts of the working people and, in the
first place, of the working class and the Communist Party, in the
process of socialist and communinst construction.

This historical heritage is not mechanically transferred on to
socialism, however, and does not remain unchanged, It is refracted
through socialist reality and assumes a qualitatively new context,
manifests itself in new lorms and fulfills qualitatively new functions.
Here we do not have in mind such vestiges of the bourgeois society
as the moral, religious, political and other ideas which are hostile to
socialism and against which we must wage an unabating struggle.
We have in mind something else.

Under socialism, too, there are classes and class distinctions, but
these are classes of a new type with new inter-relations. Under
socialism, there are no exploiter classes but friendly classes where
the working class plays the leading role.

The socialist state is also a state but a state of a new type—the first
in the entire history of mankind governed by a non-exploiter class,
whose historical mission consists in building up a society in which
there will be no classes nor a state.

Under socialsim, too, there are differences between mental and
manual labor, between town and village, but these differences do
not constitute essentially anatagonistic contradictions.

Therefore, in speaking of the birthmarks of capitalism, we must
also bear in mind the new context, the new forms and manifesta-
tions and the new functions of the heritage from the past.

Thus, the view as to the advanced socialist society’s own founda-
tions does not at all deny Marx’s conception about the birthmarks of
capitalism that socialism carries within it, but rests on the further
specifying and development of this concept on the basis of modern
historical experience.

Another theoretical problem, which has a highly important bear-
ing on the activities of our Party, is the problem of the character and
trends of the development of socialist ownership during the period
of building the advanced socialist society. As we know, socialist
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ownership is the economic basis on which the socialist society is
established, developed and perfected. That is why the Dratt Pro-
gram pays special attention to this problem. Ry

What will be the basic tendencies in the development of socialist
ownership in this country during the next few vears? _

First and foremost, the continued expansion and enrichment of
the two forms of socialist ownership—the _ﬁers of public {’.s-mlte,i' and
cooperative ownership, The expansion of socialist ownershi p does
not mean quantitative growth alone; it also means a process of qual-
itative changes.

The further development of state ownership can, at the present
stage, be ensured above all through perfecting the forms of f.-":.is‘
ownership. In this respect, the role played b.\i the con{:rmtr(?rm?'a oj‘
production, and on this basis, the merger of ecunon_lic units is ol
great importance. There have been set up in the pa—st few years sltatc
economic trusts that are powerful economic units. These collectives
S position to solve the basic problems ot their br;-lrmhes.‘

The cooperative socialist form of ownership is developing (;]’ll.(.‘ﬂ}'
along the lines of further socialization of the means of pl'oductxltm.
The establishment of Jarge-scale co-operative farms, and particu-
larly of the agro-industrial complexes, indicate the nmim lines almlg‘
which this tendency is developing. The socialization of the means of
production in the cooperative sector will continue to expand. in the
coming years, and this will be an important aspect of perfecting the
coope rative form of ownership. ‘

Hence, the conclusion that during the construction of the
advanced socialist society the Party must concentrate its e{ﬁorts to-
wards preserving, expanding and perfecting both forms of owner-
ship, and on helping to intensify _the public (:h.rzr"fu'.'ter‘ of .s:or:.-:..gl.a.hst
ownership as a whole. Every un(len'zstimatlion of the form of co-
operative ownership and of its importance for lh.(? d_e.\-'e-_‘lopmc:nt of
our economy is harmful and contrary to the objective trends and
needs of socialist development, The cooperative form of ownership

has not exhausted its economic potentialities by far. It has its histor-
ical place and its role to play in the further COI"l.‘itI‘l‘lCtiOl'l of socialism
in our country. The fact that in the process of the general and
constant growth of social production the production ct)!'lcr_:ntrat‘ed in
the hands ol the state will grow at a higher rate is quite a different
matter. In this way the scope of public ownership, which is the basic
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form of socialist ownership, will expand; its leading role in the de-
velopment of the economy and in the promotion of the socialization
of the needs of production in the cooperative sector will grow; the
positive effect of the scope of public ownership on the major proces-
ses in the development of society will become greater,

Alongside the development and enrichment of socialist owner-
ship, another important tendency, typical of this stage, will be given
wider scope to expand. What we have in mind is the gradual con-
vergence of the cooperative and state forms of ownership that will
result in their future fusion into a unified form of public ownership.

This trend is developing on the basis of the rapid growth of the
productive forces of both sectors in our national economy, and on
the basis of the steady dialectical process of interpenetration and
enrichment of the two forms of ownership, while both state and
cooperative forms of ownership are gaining greater maturity.

This process of interpenctration and enrichment and gradual fu-
sion is developing along several main lines:

—Along the line of standardizing the methods of production in
both sectors of our economy, Of particular importance, in this re-
spect, are the industrial methods of production in agriculture. This
is now being undertaken in the countryside on an ever growing
scale.

—Along the line of standardizing the forms of economic organiza-
tion of social production in the state and cooperative sectors, and of
setting up joint state and cooperative enterprises, agro-industrial
complexes and enterprises in the fields of industry, transportation,
building and communal services. At the present stage of develop-
ment the agro-industrial complex emerges as the basic form of
economic organization in agriculture—a form that will promote, to
the highest possible degree, the increase of production, the perfect-
ing of the cooperative form of ownership, and the gradual fusion of
the state and cooperative forms of ownership. As we know, in the
formation of the agro-industrial complexes two forms have been
combined in different ways: in some case, the complexes were set
up on the basis of one form of ownership, and in others, on mixed
forms of ownership. The mixed type of agro-industrial complexes
now accounts for about 40 per cent of the total. With the further
development of horizontal as well as vertical integration, the pro-
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cess of interpenetration tmd‘ 1the pertéc'-ting. o?{thc forms of coopera-
tive and state ownership will tend to increase. ‘ iy
What form of ownership the new means of PII'()di_lctum will ds.s‘liul >
as a result of the activities of the agro-industrial C(’Jl'l‘lpll(:‘i:,_ .|{n w 1!1;;:‘
cooperative and state ownership are ‘11'155:1);11‘-4.}.)1_: lmlel.tmm :
cooperative and state farms, is now a Inlghly t()_}:)lif'd pmlnle‘ I s
It is evident that the newly formed .{um_]s will be neither sn“e:\_l
state nor solely cooperative property. ()bwousl.\f? .s-omf:tfu?.,g Im:zu],- ‘E.?
being born, which in its further de»-'elopn'lenl.wul gradually lead to
the formation of an over-all natior:;ﬂ nwnel_‘shlp. e
The interpenetration of the two forms of ()\\-"nersl'np will a ‘\(iJ plT—
ceed along the lines of unilving the npthods of 1I11emag(?me:.1_tl.0 st(; .(.‘
and cooperative production units along the lines ol .lew_r ‘mg :l .1(1
incomes received by the working people employed in state anc
sooperative production and so. on. il
LO':I)I‘IG(?;:::\SOI;({S, in the course of building the (l.(.f{}{ff’l(.‘ﬁd .5'(?(:ir£ff1.s'i
society the state and cooperative fm‘aln.s‘ r;__].‘ owners ?11;3.1,.1{;? ?_f:rm?mrl m_lt]o_
develop still further: the process of thon? 1111(.-I|‘per1e.tlat_1‘on Lmj ,L]Il :
richment will gain momentum and, on this 'rmsas? ‘the.\_-' wﬂl.grr‘{ 'u.L-l '\.[-
converge and will in the future fuse into a unified public form o
()“'Jl.“]}?;:brtlrl'z;n;f_thcning of international bOl’.‘itlll'.Si‘ ccono mic i1'1t£:g1l‘at1(}n
will greatly affect the nature of the S()(_‘i':'LI]i.‘it tu‘rms of U\-\:nmf}.];p,._, 1.1
this process of integration the c.ooperalmnl of pr()(lluctmn' -J'(:I.\-\(,(:‘l;_
the fraternal countries will expand, the international dl\-‘lbluﬂ- oi‘
labor will grow, and there will appear an ever greater numhf‘l ?
ioint interstate economic organizations. In this way 'ihe .s'f)f;r.afli-?r?
}3J'f"?*'1-5' of ownership will gradually be carried out u:rrhm‘ Hw;miff;f
‘world socialist system. This will create the basis on u::.fm.'h f!(-.’. e .f,—l
ments of the international form of socialist ownership will fl'el:f!t’{j}f a.}
a new phenomenon in the common development .G'f the fraterna
countries along the road to socialism and communisim. .
- Comrades, the question raised in the Program of the (!m‘-cl’k.J;J\:‘:rclzln.r‘.t
of the social structure at the present stage of Hlue m.]_van mc ST)LI:};.\A
society in our country is of also special theoretical slgnld ;(rimuj—t; ; 1:.
Program substantiates the Marxist concept that the differ f,’n_(:.e..s. _Ji,—l
tween the social classes and groups cannot be completely m.ei“(’.r_;m{:o.
at the present stage. Those differences, however, are reduced 1o
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such a degree that the socialist society Sinds itself at the threshold of
social homogeneity.

What reasons are there for drawing such a conclusion?

Radical, revolutionary changes have been carried out in the social
and class structure of our society in the vears of the people’s rule.
The classes of exploiters have been eliminated; the sharp contrad
tions between town and countryside, between intellectual and
physical labor has also been eliminated. The essential differences
between them are gradually being overcome. The nature of our
society is determined by the life and interrelation of workers,
cooperative farmers and people’s intelligentsia, who have all been
freed from exploitation.

The relationships between the classes and the other soc
are not only friendly, they are also rel

ic-

ial groups
ationships of the people who
are, generally speaking, equally related to the means of production,
who take an active part in the social organization of labor, who are
coming closer together in respect to the size of their income, their
way of life, their cultural and social status.

All this provides the prerequisites for the promotion of the process
of bringing the social groups closer together and of strengthening
the characteristic social features which the working people in this
country have in common. Relying on the achievements scored so
far, the Party is in a position to direct, in a consistent and planned
way for the coming decades, the law-governed process of the
gradual formation of social homogeneity in the People’s Republic of
Bulgaria. The attainment of complete social homogeneity is the task
of the second phase of communism.

The Program defines one of the im portant aspects of the process
of overcoming social and class differences, and this aspect is a matter
of principle for our Party. But what we are indicating here is that the
process of bringing the social groups closer together will be carried
out on the basis of the historical mission of the working class, that
the growth of the social, ideological, moral and political unity of
society depends on the degree to which the interests of the different
social groups come close to and fuse with the basic interests of the
working class. 1t is this law that explains why the Communsit Party
does not Jose its class character in the process of becoming the Party
of the entire nation. It also makes clear why, in spite of the fact that

The New Party Program 113

ates of its quantitative growth diminish, tl?e \\-'m:king ch‘ts_;s p.r%'—
the rate ine role as a class in the building of the advanced
e its leading role as a class 2 « ‘ nced
R jetv. In the light of this theoretical view, it becomes
300131”_*‘ lb‘()t( :‘i;\:i;i()nist '-'.l'hé;Jries" are anti-scientific and anti-Marxist
Cleareltlt'u:i ;1:;*;elrt that under the conditions of the scientitic alm'l
:legl‘;;ologic;ﬂ revolution the working clfw.a‘ ceases to be H,lilet'd;:f
fi;rc-c in the socialist revolution and in the development ot the
SOLIII?I’:}TL tii::(ltrgt socialist society the social activity nftl;e. i_ndi\-'ildtli.al
will become greater as will his awareness Fi'u?ft work Fr<;11A>F1lll1f}zef, \:::
main meaning of life. His ambition to assimilate the .)L\St. ac 11131 b.\
ments of science and the arts will also b(.’(.‘(]ll"](: stronger. D -}alm wi . e
the bearer of high moral virtues. There is no doubt t mtqm the
oradual convergence of the various .s:ocial groups and in th-tf..h Nl.pll'l%
:f their common social and spiritual features, the most rmpf)m?:‘fl;
will be the historical virtues of the working class as _fhe most pr{{la ;i:-rr. .?—
sive of the classes. There is no doubt that the worl{yug n.-]ai,%, ;w ! 1\axje_
made the greatest contribution to the process of the ]gmr':.la 5:1\1;!.
vergence of the various social groups and of strengthening the
common social and cultural featurcs. | Lk
The strengthening of these features does 1‘10’( at R.” 1'_11(:?‘:11]. llljl
individuality will be leveled, that originality \-\,-'I..H be stlflf!al and t' ]:clt
people will be reduced to a common dfem)mnmtm‘. (’(;’”T-?lﬁ{i;““;f
means a rejection of bourgeois in.rf.ir-idim{z.sm but not c.)f_m;f:ac .u:_ 1.
ity, Many-sided individual de\-'{.-loplm"t nt is @ n(rces\s-ar‘)- cr.n?l ; ?10_1’1” i’
social progress. The advanced socialist society o j ﬁ)rs a .u.-n e 3( : ;I;
for the expression of creative talent and the ;J(.}.S-SE.I)IJI{‘;(,’_.‘: of ;i'l{fllr}. f
provides still better conditions for the development Uf 1is 1‘r.1f..tur u_uf
abilities and qualities, and for the (."@I.‘-r:fopm‘:?nt of man's :1;;?‘.{.}? (JI
talents, which Marx considers to be the basic feature of every higher
o g q el I
bo{lf?lisﬁ:::ss of shaping the new individual .aud of {"qu,bli.s,]“hg
social homogeneity does not take pla(l;(-_t automatically or -a.u_.' a nldﬁfl
of course. The scientific guidance of th‘C process requires tl‘ml“llu,
social aspects and eflects of the scientihc_ and technol(')glc:‘n] I.e'\-.‘:_).l{_
tion be studied and taken into consideration; that almtmmﬂ l(:‘lllfL;l
ial deployment of the forces of production be L‘tll"!_[’](:‘-d put; }thu’F 1{111.
educational system be reorganized; that the working force be qual-
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ified to accord with the new requirements and tasks: that work i
the sphere of ideology be intensified, and that every individual
cultivate and develop an awareness of the social, political and
ideological unity of society.

We expect thorough investigation from our philosophers,
sociologists, economists and other workers in the field of the social

sciences as well as their theoretical conclusions as to the dynamics of

the social and class structure, the processes of inner- and inter-class
changes

the individual,

The problems of the development of the state and socialist
democracy in our country elaborated in the Program will be of great
importance during the coming period. The experience of the Soviel
Union, the analysis of the character of the socialist system and its
laws and of the nature of the socialist state and the perspectives of its
development, confirm the conclusions of the Program that at this
stage “the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat will grow into
the state of the entire nation, which, under the leade rship of the
working class, voices the will and interests of the entire nation,” and
that at this stage “the democracy of socialism reaches the highest and
Sullest form of expression.”

We accept the principle that both the state and the democracy of
socialist society are not established once and for all. Together with
the development of the socialist system as a whole, the state and
democracy also develop and change, passing through various stages
with their individual peculiarities—but retaining their socialist
character.

As we know, the socialist state goes through two stages of de-
velopment, determined by changes in the social structure. The state
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, which in this country assumed
the form of a people’s democracy, corresponds to the transition from
capitalism to socialism.

The state of the dictatorship of the proletariat undergoes the
process of constant perfecting, gradually changing into a state of the
entire nation in the process of building the advanced socialist soci-
cty.

In this connection, two tendencies become apparent. As a result
of increased unity between the classes of the working people, the

the strengthening of social unity and the development of
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. in a gradual transition into a state of
(2l basis of the state expands in a gradual transitio el
. Jtire nation. On the other hand, a process of LOI'L!] )nu].h__} ;
el : ) OHhey Hond, e
- and non-state forms of social government sets 1n. This wi -
. . the transition towards communist self-government. w0 1:'; 1
L : i ion is i tage in the
| s that the state of the entire nation is d final .smg_,ci in th
1 t the st ) He 5 : Wl
i?ea lopment of the socialist state that introduces the general trans
aeveLo] : : ; ‘
tion toward communist social self-government. o
[mportant changes will take place in the state system ¢
mcialist democracy in the course ol this p]l‘oces!s. e el
‘ o tralism will be preserved « . basic prineiple
-atic centrs will be preserved as the bz :
Democratic centralism . e
unctioni “the sta t within the state o
ation and functioning of the state. Bu
the organization anc ning of i et et
the entire nation this principle will become 11{,h‘er in L.m.lt(.nt .
fi Jn- The eradual tranisition toward the state of the entire natjlin
orm. 2 g al tranisitic | o ot S
nnot be made without changes in the functions of the Stclllt .
it e cl - % ER L ) WA . Tooe e o
principle of the unity ol power will receive fuller d .\t.lopmt(f .
o i isions i : m to &
representative organs will make decisions and implement the
reater degree. bl e Ay
- One of the most characteristic features of the trausl;u?n 0 t'_u
: iat into a st ntire
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat into a stati of the e] i
Le - ; * * 3 3 . 3 [0 . i e () J ‘:2
nation will be the growing participation by t!lt.]\\Ol’ ing pe It o
ati 3 S ope b a ch their representatlV
the government of society dircctly o t_|}1r(i!u,:,h e L it
i for > fre tlv we shall resort to the practice
bodies. More and more frequentl S
| ire ation for discussion
itting maj ' . to the entire population
submitting major problems pUE
and approval through referendums and similar forms. In Lh.»t ay
t e ; ici irectly i rovernment.
the working people will participate directly in the governm
. 0 esentative democracy will continue to
On the other hand, representative de e
develop and improve, The competencies and control hunc t.‘
t . ive apparatus, i articu-
the representative bodies over the executive apparatus, 11; P byt
lar. and over the whole state organization, in in general, Wi tl)t.
ot : Thie will inevitably lead to certain changes in the
further extended. This will inevitably le
electoral system as well. 3 S e
The state bodies will not be in a position to express \i.l;e w 1{ e
1 ; : ‘ 1 - - o 1 ' 1
interests of the working people fully and completely if they ¢ 0} :
i ' ; z 5 7 &
more effectively enlist the Bulgarian Agrarian Union and the |[)u _J]lL
A izati i sir manifold activities. In the
olitical and mass organizations in their manifold d.‘(.tl\‘lilf 5 :
£ i - tions will also exert greater influence on a
future these organizations will also exert greatet 4
spheres of state activities—legislative, executive, ac n?n. (} th{._ﬂ
i ] ioint activities of t ate bodies anc
juridical and control. The joint activities of the state bodies ¢
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public organizations will be continuously enlarged and enriched.

This enhancement of the role of the public organizations in the
system of public administration will of necessity require a consider-
able increase in the scope of their legislative initiative and direct
participation in making important State decisions.

The gradual transition of our state into a state of the entire nation
and the extension of socialist democracy are unthinkable without the
Jurther consolidation of the hegemonic role of the working class, and
without the enhancement of the leading role of the Communist Party
in the entire system of public life. The leading role of the working
class is a key factor in the development of the socialist state and of
socialist democracy because the working class, owing to its place in
socicty and its historical mission, is the natural leader of all the
working people—until such time as the classless society of com-
munim is built. The socialist state is in a position to enlarge its social
base continuously and to express the interests of the entire people
more fully only because the social unity of our socicty is built and
grows on the basis of the historical mission of the working class,
under the leadership and the guiding activities of the Communist
Party.

Comrades, The Communist Party, as it continues functioning as
the Party of the working class, is gradually becoming the vanguard
of the people, the Party of the entire nation. This is one of the most
salient laws in the construction of an advanced socialist society. It is
an expression of the new changes taking place in the economy, the
political system, the social and class structure and the intellectual
life of this country,

The Party is a living organism that is continuously developing.
Eight decades ago our Party was founded as the Party of the working
class, its headquarters, its leader and organizer in the struggle for
the communist idea. Traversing a difficult path the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party has been fulfilling its historical tasks with honor and
has now become the universally recognized leader of the working
masses in this country. Under the new conditions, it is continuing to
develop and gradually change into a Party of the entire people. This
is a reflection of the real changes taking place in the working class,
the class of cooperative farms and the people’s intelligentsia, of
growing socialist consciousness and the strengthening of the socio-
political and ideological unity of our society,
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The fact that we take into consideration th.ese chamges (1{)@_%;\ not
mean that we are belittling the leading 1'01‘(2 of H?e workn'lg c amlnlolrt
that we are substituting petty bourgeois |dlcas for _!\-‘Iarms,‘t—l_}.-c?l{nsjt
ccience and confusing the ideulog%-' :*i[ populism or }msinc
humanism with the communist idea. We hrn?iy denounce t Wll_: t ;tt;‘lx
of the dogmatists and the extremists Wh.{] bel?e\'e tl?'cll t‘h(.x o t\‘n” 11(
working class can be carried out by the mlte_mgent_sul or the‘ l)i:.;ll."\s:]...ﬂl a
or the vouth, We also reject the t}msis of right-wing oppor Fumst; as
to the’n'lerging or dissolution of the working classl HlltO t_.hfr ot 1;.‘1"
social strata. In the period of building a mature ..s-ocrmf;:s:r society 1 1{}
( ommunist Party continues to be the Party of the working class (IIII{.
at the same time it gradually turns into the Party of the entire
; 3
pe(é);f)i"iousl‘\f, one of the main features of this process will be thle
changes taking place in the social composition ol tk,}e Pfu't_\-: and ml
the relationship between working class, cooporatn-"e farmers anc
intelligentsia. The main tendency in thest? secmrs‘\\!lﬂ be to Imﬂecl
the changes within the social structure of our society more fully '.

[n the future as well, the Party will continue to regulate its social
composition, but this tendency to bring tl‘]t': classes cluser' tf_}g,‘eth..:‘.r
and strengthen the social and political unity leads to placing in the
ﬁ;r{f&mmi:f more than ever the personal qna!'.itt'_e.s- ‘f)f the ca‘nchrfc'{t‘i,
when applying for membership, witlnou_t minimizing social back-
ground. The shaping of the new type of 50!.‘.1&1113-}1. workgr, the con-
scientious bearer of the Marxist outlook, the fighter for Ithe com-
munist idea, will create conditions for a continuous (.‘.\Fcnsmn of the
social basis of the Party. All strata of the peop}o_ will ever more
actively and conscientiously support the Party policy and 1'(1r1(1st|‘ it
cﬂ"c(.-ti\’-'e assistance. The Party policy, in turn, will ever more fully
express the interests of the entire nation. 43 S

We are fully aware of the fact that the process lhr()u.gh which t e

Party will gradually change into a Party of t}?e (.‘Intu‘o people is
continuous and complex. It depends on the objective processes oi
the development of the socialist society as well as on the pu.rposef_u‘
organizing, ideological and educational work of the Party among its
members and all the working people. ;

The Bulgarian Communist Party is the blood and.ﬂesh of the
people. In its long history it has never 1.!;1d any other interests hu(t1
those of the working class, the working people, socialism an
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communism, It will continue to hold aloft the red banner of the
revolution, high and pure, guiding the struggle of the people for
happiness, for the still greater advance of our country, and for the
complete victory of the communist idea.

On the Significance of the Program

Comrades, the new Program will play an extremely important role
in enhancing and improving Party leadership in its entirety. It
synthesizes and formulates the general Party line, which will be the
guiding principle of all the future congresses and plenums of the
Central Committee and in the work of the whole Party and the
state.

We are muking great efforts to raise the scientific level of Party
and State leadership. The existence of a scientific program, of a
scientifically elaborated general Party line, and of scientifically de-
termined basic trends, ways and means of attaining the goals we
have sct for ourselves, creates conditions for raising the scientific
level of social management in our society. The Program will help us
in our efforts to meet the requirements of the objective laws o [ social
development. This is the first aspect of the historical significance of
the Program of the Bulgarian Communist Party.

The second important aspect of the Program lies in the fact that it
will serve as the basis of a further elaboration of the theoretical
problems of our social development.

The Program does not claim to be absolute truth in the highest
degree. In giving theoretical answers to a number of problems, it
predetermines the future development of theory but it does not set
limits to further creative quests. We might say, paraphrasing En-
gels’ words, that the Program of the Bulgarian Communist Party is
not a dogma but a guide to action,

The third aspect of the significance of our Program is that it is
addressed not only to the Party but to the entire people as well. And
this is quite natural, when one takes into account the fact that the
cause of socialism in this country has been the cause of all the
working people, led by the Communist Party, for a long time now.
The Program is, literally, not only that of the Party but of the entire
people.
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As a basic theoretical and political document, thf? Program is l.oi
-+ improtance to the entire ideological work of the Pm‘ty? the
- [l the trade unions, the Fatherland Front and the otl.ler
izations. It is of great importance to the correct education

gar
Komsoino
i & e . P ¥
g}attii;]xf;:king people and of the yonthi in pm't.icularj .Im LII_)S,plll‘lll ::
communism. The Program makes the 1(1(.?:15 of l\.-'lar?xsmi ﬁm_m.iq
much easier to understand, brings those ideas closer to}t:u? 1:’1;1‘55-&.\{‘
and mobilizes them. Linking the past, thlc present -fmdlt u.{\ ul luuirﬁ
the country together, linking the immediate tl%k \-\«'1Fl| t 1e. 1‘1_1“1 gtl<h=
the Program exerts strong ideological and pOI]ltlcﬂl 11I1ﬂue11.ut. -(')l‘l . e
masses, bringing meaning and light into their p'rachcal‘ acltw‘ltul_:s.‘. .
Along with this, the Program provides the 1(]€:t‘)logtca. A“:(_.}r\t?i..;
and our entire ideological [ront with new weapons llm‘_a more df,l.l\-(:l
and effective struggle against present-day bourgecnls 1dcololog‘}-l (u;lcj
anti-communism, against 1‘evisi{}nism and dogmatismn. this is the
fourth aspect of the significance of the Prog,r‘fun. i
And, lastly, we should mention its inte rnational signi ].Ccl'li(_.(..fﬂ e
Program we are now going to a}d()p‘l is our (an'—t_hc +‘Pflt:gl Icl.i('{lﬁ(]ﬂmjg
Bulgarian Communist Party for the L‘.Ol‘lSt]‘llCtIF)Il O._l e.a .;\;_:11
socialist society in Bulgaria. Summing up the historical e..\l}{.-lu].n;e._
revealing the achievements of the people and the _Part}- “utul Hli
wide vistas opening up before them, the Program (th“]ﬂ(]l]‘.btl’fl- es [;
basic advantages of the socialist social system ('J\:(‘l‘"(,‘&'l.plttllllbll‘l. .I}-
building up the advanced socialist society, we +l_l]{1ﬂl0tll' 1Inter11'a—
tional dutv to world socialism and the world revolutionary move-
lli(fl\T}(tJ;x-', when we are asked about the achieve :ﬁents .Of the 1‘)301}1&:
and the goals of our Party, we can a‘mswerr with pride: Read the
Program of the Bulgarian Communist Party! o
After discussing the draft sub:mtl‘ed_ here in cll_l its aspects (-?11-
with all due consideration, the Tenth C-Ongre:s's \-&;11]‘ und(.)ull)'te.; l}-i
adopt the Program of the Bulgarian (J(_nnn'lu!'nst I-cu:l.};'. Ilil]sllme{ O;}r
its objectives, by its Marxist-Leninist ideas, the Party will leac
> ew victories.
pe??l()li'n:;?dzel\;el:;;t;tes, the Central Committee has r(:pm'llod to ,\-'i(m_
on the main results achieved in our work during th(? permd. un; Bll
review and on the tasks of the Party and the country in tl.m I..l?t til\\
years. You have been acquainted with ‘th.e Draft Dli[‘t‘(.‘[l\"fh- ({r .t. e
Sixth Five-Year Plan and with the Draft Program ol our Party con-
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cerning the construction of the advanced socialist society in Bul-
garia.

Now, the Congress, the supreme body of the Party, will proceed
to a discussion of the report and the draft documents. There can be
no doubt that, just as during the preliminary nation-wide discus-
sions, the deliberations at this Congress will be business-like and

will display the vital concern and high Party principles typical of

Bulgarian communists. There can be no doubt that the Tenth Con-
gress of our glorious Bulgarian Communist Party will be on the
same level as the documents under consideration, because these are
the fruit of the collective thought of our Party and are based on the
magnificent achievements that our country has won under the
Party’s guidance.

We are all deeply convinced that the decisions to be made by the
Tenth Congress will be transformed into reality by the working
class, the cooperative farmers and the people’s intelligentsia. The
guarantee for this is our Party, its unity and its unshakeable loyalty
to the great revolutionary science of Marxism-Leninism! The
guarantee for this is the fact that we have the solidarity and support
of the international communist movement and all the progressive
torces in the world! The guarantee lor this is the fact that we are a
part ol the world socialist community, that we have unbreakable
friendship and cooperation with the fraternal socialist countries and
with the great and invincible Union of the Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics, which is confidently marching towards communism!

Long live the Bulgarian Communist Party!

Long live the world communist and workers” movement!

Long live communism!

The New Constitution of
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria

Report to the 16th Session ol the Fifth National Assembly,
May 7, 1971

omrade Members of Parliament, ]97]_‘\1&-'1'1] go dovx.fn in the
history of the Bulgarian nation and of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party as a memorable year. It will be 1‘cn'1e'ml')ered, above
all, by the Tenth Congress of the Party and its L}BL"ISI()I]S.. and l‘f}-’vthe
adoption of the Program of the Bulg,arlm} (..a(}l’lll'll_U1.'llr§sl .P'cfl.lt]'\»r—l—la
program for the building of an advanced 'socmhst so?lfﬂi}-, It W].( f. 50_
remain memorable because of another important ‘(:\-et‘mt: the adop
tion of a new Constitution of the People’s Republic U.t Bulgarl_a.
The Fifth National Assembly has been (:‘Tltl'l.ls.t(.“d with thn:? histor-
cal responsibilty of working out the new Cons:htui ion zmdl(_ri_pmlms-
ing to our people for adoption in a nation-wide n_‘li(jren( it
As Chairman of the Commission on the drafting of the new
Constitution and upon its instructions, [ take 'palrticular plea.‘;ureal.ra
informing you that the task with whic:h Ehe National _-‘\.‘35%(1“[‘11};}1}-' € 111-
trusted us March 15, 1968, has been fulfilled. The Draft of the new
Constitution is ready. i



122 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

The work of the Draft was a difficult and responsible job. The
Draft was prepared with the active participation of scores of Bul.
garian politicians and statesmen, MPs, scholars and experts. Its
fundamental principles were disclosed at a plenum of the Centra]
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party as well as at the
Tenth Party Congress. In our work we were invariably guided by
the Marxist-Leninist teaching on the socialist state, and on the role
and significance of the Constitution in the administration and de-
velopment of socialist society. We relied on the achievements of the
social sciences, on our own experience in state building and on the
rich epochal experience of the Soviet Union, as well as on the
experience ol the other socialist countries.

The nation-wide discussion of the Dralt of the new Constitution
was a brilliant expression of the democracy of the socialist system.
The active participation of the working people in the discussion
clearly showed that our working class, the peasants and the intel-
ligentsia are vitally interested in ensuring that the fundamental law
of our state correspond fully and in every possible respect to their
will as citizens and builders of socialist Bulgaria. The Dralt was
discussed at more than 30,000 meetings, in which over three million
people took part. Nearly 14,000 proposals for amendments and ad-
ditions to the draft were made at these meetings. in this way the
new Constitution really became a product of the efforts of the whole
nation, a genuine people’s Constitution,

This is the third Constitution that Bulgaria has adopted since its
liberation from the five-centuries-long foreign bondage. The first,
the Turnovo Constitution', which in certain respects reflected the
aspirations of the people and the ideals of the national liberation
struggle, was a br‘_&urgem’s Constitution. It consolidated the power of
the bourgeoisie, the exploitation of the working people and the
institution of the monarchy, which was hated by the people.

The socialist revolution of September 9, 1944, relying on the
assistance of the Soviet liberating army, overthrew the rule of capi-
tal. This victory had to be consolidated constitutionally as well, so
we could turn once and for all from the monarcho-fascist past and
give full scope to the liberated forces of the people.

On December 4, 1947, the Grand National Assembly. under the

! Turnovo Constitution, a bonrgeois democratic constitution adopted on April 16,
1879 in the town of Turnove. ;
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leadership of Georgi Dimitrov and with Ihr’.s-’r!irec:‘ }_I}ﬂr.ﬁci{'mﬁ_fin‘__
adopted the first Bulgarian socialist constitution. Georgi Ll)tmﬁtml
spoke the truth when he said that it had been written wst'h t 1( llsztr
;hat our heroic and I‘ree('lmn-l(?vin.g people had S‘l'l(:‘(}.\ in l}_le ong
struggle against the monarcho-fascist and b()urg‘ems tyranny. o

The first socialist Constitution of the Peop!e s Republic o Bu 1
garia legally consolidated the achievements of the people, 'utta.].nef
ander the leadership of the working class. [t. was on the basis n'l tllmt
Constitution that people’s rule asserted itself, private c‘ap‘lti 1slt
property was expropriated, agriculture was made coopetart.n“(,j 4
gocialist state apparatus replaced the destroyed hoyrgeons state
machine and the socialist cultural revolution was carried out.

For more than 20 years this Constitution hfm well S(.‘I'\-‘(_‘Li\ our
people, and now that we are adopting the draft Oif_)”f new C{Imétlt}]li
tion. we would like to declare onec again: the 194 7 Fm)nﬁtltullm_: wil
rmx;ﬁin in Bulgaria's history as a document of which our nation is
and will always be proud. .

Every Constitution, including our new one, 1'eﬂ<::c.-tls the _m‘latu)t?s
existing' in society. These can he reduced to the following basic
s
}Dr;i::'i'):l—the character and form of the state and of the political
structure of society; .

second—the forms of ownership and the socio-economic struc-
tures; ' .

third—man as a citizen and his rights and obligations to the state
and to society; ‘ iy

fourth—the state organs through which state power is exercised
and the relationship between them. s |

The social function of the Constitution consists in the legal con-

solidation of these basic social relations. : i
Bourgeois constitutions are dermagngicul m C‘}l:ll‘;.l(:'tttl', It ,Wuh. 110.
accident that Lenin called them fictitious. Bourgeols (rf)lI]StItLlFlf?llh
consolidate the rule of the capitalist class and the explmiatm‘n of man
by man. They grant certain rights to the people but these rights, far
from being gmh‘unteed, are also restricted zlmd the:}_ﬁ are (:onﬂtan.ll}"
violated by the bourgeoisie in the interest 0‘[ the ru}mg class. In\out‘
history, too, there are examples to this eflect. The Turnovo ("U”._
stitution granted certain rights to the people, but the l)mn-_r,{elf;ns
ruling circles quite unceremoniously violated them by suspending
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the Constitution, issuing laws at variance with it and systematically
pursuing a policy of alienation and suppression of fundamental per-
sonal freedoms.

The social function of the constitution manifests itself fully and
consistently under socialsim. Socialist constitutions consolidate the
political power of the working people that has been established as a
result of their long struggle, under the leadership of the working
class.

Reflecting the relations existing in society, the constitutions
change whenever major changes occur in these relations.

The substantial changes in our country’s socio-political and
economic situation after 1947, as well as the qualitatively different
tasks, conditioned by the new stage in the development of socialist
society and of the socialist state, have made it necessary to proceed
to the elaboration of a new Constitution of the People’s Republic of
Bulgaria.

What are these changes and the new tasks?

1) The social and class structure of our society has undergone
radical revolutionary changes, 1, at the time of the adoption of the
first socialist Constitution, industrial and oflice workers accounted
for 25 per cent of the country’s population, on the eve of the adop-
tion of the new Constitution they account for 69 per cent. Or take
the number of peasants: in 1947 they constituted nearly three quar-
ters of the population and at present they account for less than one
third. Moreover, while only four per cent of our peasants were
cooperative farmers at that time, today the class of cooperative
farmers, builders of Socialism, works throughout the entire coun-
tryside. The exploiting classes have been done away with; the rela-
tions between the working class, the class of cooperative farmers
and the intelligentsia now reflect the unity of interests typical of a
socialist society, They are relations of cooperation and alliance
under the leadership of the working class, relations reflecting the
moral and political unity of our people. This alliance has a single
common purpose: the building of a classless communist society.

2) The evolution of our state into an all-embracing political or-
ganization of the working people. The socialist state is the main
instrument in the building of an advanced socialist society. The state
of the dictatorship of the proletariat gradually grows into a state of
all the people. On the basis of the revolutionary changes in society
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as a whole and in its individual spheres, as well as on fh(? ba.sis 01‘ t.h.e
political evolution of society, socialist democracy contlrn_mus]:\- trf_\‘-
tends and improves. The working people take an ever l?l‘ou(llez} L?hutf
in the activity of the state organs; the state and social forms o
administration become increasingly interr(‘la\led: . i Bl

3) The necessity of consolidating the .s-oc‘mh.ﬂ.-f !‘f.’ju{!()ils‘()f
pro;h;cf-érm. While at the time of the adoption of the L%M 7 (_,:mslstltu—
tion the means of production were almost exclusively prl\'ullc?
capitalist property, today this type (]!_1’ r::\-w-‘l'iersll'up I[]t'lf)l’lg.‘% to tile pa_.s]t.:
Socialist ownership of the means ol production prevails completely
in our country as our society develops in a planned manner. i

4) The profound changes in the consciousness of the wf:)rkarag:
people brought about by socialist property and ti'([‘_ -(_‘T')l‘ltlr.lli()uls
strengthening of the moral and political unity (.)f society, lexalst
ideological and educational work done by the‘ Party, th(‘.x socialist
state and the mass organizations. The main features of the con-
sciousness of the working people and of the nation are now char;?t—
terized by socialism, and they are constantly increasing to the point
where théy eclipse all vestiges of private ownership.

5: The t)hj{i(;fif.‘-r: material and cultural ,nr{.’ref'}‘uis-i:'ﬁfs {_.'!”{,’rlff(.’d (?ur—
ing the process of socialist construction for a further extension G‘.f T'F'.a(?
rights of the citizens,for their growing involvement in the ﬂd]ﬂlﬂl.‘st-\
ration of society and the state and for the all-round development of
the individual.

6) The fact that Bulgaria is now entering upon the S.ttl.[g{) of the
construction of an advanced socialist society. The E'th(]!]?lﬂ_ﬂ of Fi:le
capitalist social system and the complete triumph of socialist mc_lui
relations in all spheres of life are decisive changes that }.1'(1\-'(" come
about as a result of the socialist revolution. The period (?f transition
from capitalism to socialism has been completed; socialism has be-
come a living reality, and society has gradually entered upon a new
stage of development—the stage of building a nmtm'tl}. socialist soci-
ety. The specific laws of the capitalist socio-economic system have
vanished from the stage of history. . {

The objective laws of socialism now operate in our society. All this
makes it i‘!e:c:(‘ssury for us to build a better structure of state organs

by consistently applying the principles of popular sovereignty, unity
of state power and democratic centralism, Bl
Thus the new stage of social development— the stage of the
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construction of an advanced socialist society, characterized by radi-
cal changes in the foundation and superstructure of society, was
bound to lead to corresponding qualitative changes in the state as
well, as one of the major components of the superstructure. The
elaboration of a new Constitution is simultaneously a prerequisite
for the perfecting of the state and a part of the process that leads to
this end. For this reason the new Constitution of the People’s Repub-
lic of Bulgaria became an objective necessity for owr progress.

What are the characteristic features of the Draft of our new Con-
stitution?

The first feature of the new Constitution is its continuity with the
1947 Constitution. Both are constitutions of a socialist type reflect-
ing the respective stages in the development of socialist society in
our country. For this reason the new Constitution also preserves all
the characteristic socialist principles that relate to the socio-political
and economic structure of our country and the freedoms and rights
of its citizens. Parallel with this, it also reflects the further evolution
of these relations under the new conditions.

The second feature of the new Constitution is that its theoretical
basis is the Program of the Bulgarian Communist Party. For this
reason, the Constitution also reflects the results achieved thus far
and formulates future trends and directions. In the hands of our
people it will be a successful instrument for the implementation of
the Party Program—the building of an advanced socialist society in
Bulgaria.

The third feature is that the whole content of the new Constitu-
tion is imbued with the spirit of the basic goal of the Party Program:
“Everything in the name of man, everything for the good of man!”
This is a goal that can be attained only on the basis of the all-round
progress of society as a whole.

The fourth feature of the new Constitution is that it reflects not
only the state structure but also the unified system of social ad-
ministration. An advanced socialist society can be built only if there
is close and organized interaction among all the elements of the
system of social administration. The Constitution thereby becomes
the basis for a further improvement of social administration.

The fifth feature of the new Constitution is its scientific founda-
tion and its conformity with the requirements and achievements of
the Marxist-Leninist science of social administration, Tt reflects the
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2chievements of socialist socio-scientific thought—polii.icalf
Zzon(-n-nic, philo:_;nl-)him], sociological ‘de. leg;.a.l.‘ LAEE e
The sixth feature of the new Const}tult lon is .ltls cleas utl 'r(,._l“{;rtq
tent politicﬂl purpose fulness. As a socialist Consfl}ltutl Im?, 108_ t,;]\t.h..en._]
the principle that all power stems from .the: ]3601). e, 1(‘ U;j_..,.‘t T t.he
and serves them, and that 1th}e Bulgarian Communist Party
-ding force in society and the state. .
guz[(%?;ifj:lillrnte:htw features make the new [ onstitution rz. reir;tf:;fej
political and legal basis for the further socialist development of the
ople’s Re ic of Bulgaria. ‘
Pf?lii i)f‘{j{{tj l:f;i:ur{le\\f Constitution was made public and s\u})m}a}—
ted to a nation-wide discussion nearly two m(mtl?s ago. Its },‘h,p]:l a—
tions were cxplained and documented at meetings .]11131.(‘] Itm ;;s
purpose, and through the mass medm—-prﬁess, 1';1(11?, te (.Imsilim,{‘et h_(.\
Besides, at the plenary sessions of the (Jentm'] (,ommlt'ts.c;,(j: | l
Bulgarian Communist Party held in July and N-U.anbflt‘],l ‘ _(;I_L-E:
subsequently at the Tenth Party Congress, Itht: llT!l?.t‘-‘ld, '1\-e:‘} :
new constitutional principles werc substantiated. This is 1;.; ; I:.ls
not necessary to substantiate again the texts of h":c-.? Draft 1? .( etail.
1 will dwell briefly only on the key elements'; 91 the Draft: }
The Constitution starts out with the socio- pohi:r.:u.f $ t-ruct)ur.e. f_} f t r;s?
People’s Republic o f Bulgaria and ihe' (:"1 waracter of tl 1rj. .sfa:; . 1} e;:;.;:e..r
ing the main lines of our .s-or.'r'(‘)—]r.:o!’:—w':ai’. decm’i?;‘n\m.-'ni—‘ ru:, .mlst.-ﬂ.uv
broadening of socialist democracy. This is l.he 11.3t. Itxm( cl ( e
Honal text in our country contains the clear zmd ca‘tegonm o
ment that Bulgaria is a socialist state and that its social (.I(;-IT:..PEDIF?].[;
comprises the working people from town and country, headed Dy
he working class. il
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socialist state serves the vital interests of the people. It guides the

nation’s development and creates conditions for the improvement of

the well-being of the people and for the free de velopment of man.

The main trend in the activity of the socialist state is to promote
the creation of the necessary conditions for the evolution of socialist
society into communist society.

An'essential feature of the political organization of society in our
country—reflected in the draft of the new Constitution—is that the
Constitution proclaims the guiding position of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party in the state and in society. Thus a legal expression is
given of the historical role and position that the Party has won in the
process of its long struggle against capitalism and monarcho-fascism
and for the building of socialism in our country—a role and a posi-
tion that have asserted themselves for a long time now in the prac-
tice and the consciousness of our people.

In connection with the principle that the socialist state in the
performance of its tasks relies increasingly on the public organiza-
tions, the Dralt Constitution defines their place and the role within
the system of social administration.

The public organizations as voluntary organizations of the work-
ing people express and defend their specific interests and strive to
raise their socialist consciousness.

Under socialism the public organizations help the state to per-
form its functions and the state, on its part, can transfer to them,
with their consent, the performance of specific state functions.

A separate text deals with the Fatherfand Front as an embodi-
ment of the alliance of the working class, the toiling peasants and
the people’s intelligentsia. Its role is stressed as a support of the
people’s rule, as a mass school for the patriotic and communist
education of the population, and for enlisting the working people in
the government of the country.

Obviously, it will be wise to make an addition to the Constitution.
We have in mind the Bulgarian Agrarian Union, the Communist
Party’s loyal ally and co-worker in struggle and construction. The
Party Program speaks of its role. T believe, however, that its status
should also be reflected in the Constitution of the People’s Republic
of Bulgaria.

For this reason we should add a new (third) paragraph to Article
1, worded as follows:
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sed at the Tenth Party Congress, where it found a clear and correct
solution.

I take pride in stressing that the discussion of the problem of

ownership showed how far along our industrious people have come,
how high their socialist consciousness has been raised. Our citizens
unanimously and firmly came out in support of socialist ownership,
of its further consolidation, extension and development, because it
is precisely here that they see the foundations for the all-round
progress of socialist Bulgaria—the basis for a continuous improve-
ment of the people’s well-being, personal welfare and happy life.

This high socialist consciousness of the citizens was also manifest
in their attitude towards personal property—one of the forms of
ownership regulated by the Constitution, I shall dwell bricfly on
this form of ownership since it gave risc to many questions during
the discussion of the Draft.

The right of personal property affects primarily real property and
the belongings that satisfy the personal needs of the citizens and
members of their families. The majority of the citizens who partici-
pated in the discussion emphatically spoke in favor of preserving the
purely consumer character of personal property, of ereating condi-
tions that would preclude its utilization for speculative purposes or
for making unlawful prolits. ;

Many citizens are alarmed by the manifestations of private prop-
erty mentality. They suggest a restriction of the range of objects of
this nature and their utilization. This concern is not unjustified; we
should review our legislation and eliminate all possibilities of violat-
ing socialist principles of distribution based on work and socialist
ethics. For this reason, the Constitution states clearly and une-
quivocally that citizens may not exercise the right to personal prop-
erty to the detriment of the public interest.

Bearing in mind the decisive role of the socialist relations of
production that fully prevail in our country, the Draft consolidates
the principle “from each according to his abilities, to each according
to his work™ as the basis for the distribution of material goods. In
addition to this, social welfare funds are acquiring an ever growing
signilicance and help promote education, culture, and social sc-
curity. The allocation of social pensions, scholarships, the extension
of student hostels, the increase of children’s allowances, are also to
be helped by social welfare funds. In fact, these are the sprouts and
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quently to the endeavor to fully regulate the question of the citizeng’
rights and freedoms. Moreover, the section dealing with these prob.
lems comes immediately after the section dealing with the coun try’s
socio-political and socio-economic structure.
In this respect the Drafi preserves and further de
principles adopted in our first socialist Constitutio
Marxism-Leninism formulates quite clearly the range of man’s
rights and freedoms after his liberation from the exploiters’ yoke
his advance into socialist society, in which
put it, turns into a conscious necessity.
The application of this principle in life also depends on the work-
ing people themselves, on the growth of their consciousness.
their active participation in socio- political life
tion to the rapid increase of the economic potential of the country.

The salient feature of the citizens’ legal status under socialism is
their equal relation to the means of production, which
property. On this basis the complete ¢
the law is proclaimed and guaranteed; and all privileges and restric-
tions on the basis of national ity, extraction, creed, sex, race, educa-
tion and social and material status are illegal,

The socialist state secures the equality of the citizens by creating
guarantees and opportunities for the exercise of their rights.

Our first socialist Constitution had the task of securing to women
equal rights with men. We are now going a step further by proclaim-
ing equal rights for women and men. In order to secure real equal-
ity, the Constitution confers certain specific and broader rights to
mothers and guarantees these rights. The principle of equality in
the Constitution also pervades the sections regulating the rel
between hushands and wives, parents and children. The spouses
have equal rights and obligations in marriage and in the family.

Young people are the future of eve ry nation. Soc
needs young people who are educated in a communist spirit, with
high intellectual and moral endowments, physically strong and with
sound work habits, For this reason the new Constitution gives spe-
cial protection to youth and guarantees all the rights conducive to
their harmonious development,
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b) The status of the National Assembly as the sole legislative
bndy of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria is preserved. At the same
time, the order of the drafting and adoption of laws is considerably
impm\fed and rendered more democratic. Under the new Constitu-
tion, the right of legislative initiative is vested not only in the Coun-
cil of Ministers and in the Members of Parliament, as hitherto, but
also in the State Council, the standing committees of the National
Assembly, the Supreme Court and the Chief Public Prosecutor.
The National Council of the Fatherland Front, the Central Council
of Trade Unions, the Central Committee of the Dimitrov Young
Communist League and the Managing Board of the Central Co-
operative Union also enjoy the responsible right of legislative initia-
tive on matters pertaining to their own activities. The broader range
of those who have the right of legislative initiative will make it
possible for the laws to express more fully and precisely the will and
the interests of the working people. The improvement of legislative
activity is also achieved through the adoption of bills by two series of
votes at different sittings.

¢) The National Assembly is recognized by the Constitution as
the supreme organizer ol the planned direction of social develop-
ment,

The Draft Constitution provides for the establishment of a new
organ of our state apparatus: the State Council. The establishment of
this organ corresponds to the objective needs of our development.
Until now the Presidium of the National Assembly was the supreme
body representing the state in international relations, exercising
fairly restricted functions of control.

Under the new Draft, the State Council is a qualitatively new
organ that, in the exercise of its rights, combines the making of
decisions, with their implementation. This defines both the scope
and the character of its competence. The Draft Constitution delines
the State Council as a supreme permanent body of state power. As
the supreme body of the National Assembly, the State Council
secures the combination of the legislative with the executive. It
ensures the general guidance of the nation’s domestic and foreign
policy. The State Council has the right to issue decrees on mattcrs
of principle pertaining to the executive and administrative activity
of the state. In exceptional cases the State Council has the right to
amend or supplement individual stipulations of the laws by decrees.



136 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkoy

It hears reports on the work of the Council of Ministers or of itg
members and takes appropriate decisions. The State Council is re-
sponsible to and reports to the National Assembly on its entire
activity.

Modern government reveals the great importance of the Couneil

of Ministers in pursuing state policy and in the normal functioning of

the whole state apparatus. The new Constitution defines the Coun-

cil of Ministers as the supreme executive and administrative body of

state power. The Council of Ministers organizes the implementation
of the home and foreign policy of the state; it directs, coordinates
and controls the activity of the ministries and the departments; it
draws up the drafts of the national socio-economic plans and the
draft of the annual state budget and submits them to the National
Assembly; it organizes the implementation of the laws, decrees and
acts issued by it, cte. The Constitution secures the necessary condi-
tions for turning the Council of Ministers into an operative body for
the overall guidance of dynamic executive and administrative activ-
ity. The structure of its bodies and their functions have to be de-
fined in accordance with these requirements; therefore it was not
considered expedient to specify the ministries and departments in
the Constitution. They will be constituted by decision of the Na-
tional Assembly in accordance with the changing concrete condi-
tions and tasks,

In the Draft of the new Constitution the question of the place and
role of the People’s Councils is regulated in accordance with the
documents of the plenary sessions of the Central Committee of the
Bulgarian Communist Party held in July and in November 1968.

What are the main features of the People’s Councils at present?
On the one hand, they are organs of unified state power and thus
implement the policy of the state on their territory, engaging in
activities aimed at the implementation of state tasks and deciding
upon questions of local significance. On the other hand, they are
organs of people’s self-government through which the enlistment of
the working people in government is organized,

The Draft preserves and further develops the basic principles of
the organization and activity of the courts and the public pro-
secutors’ bodies.

The courts in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria are called upon to
protect the state and social system established by the Constitution,
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larly welcomed in the fraternal socialist countries, since it reflects
the rich experience of our Party, of the People’s Republic of Bul

garia in state building; while its creative approach to the solution of

the complex and urgent problems of our times has found new ec.
pression.

Taking into consideration the proposals and recommendations of

the working people and the theses of the Tenth Congress of the
Bulgarian Communist Party on the broad extension of socialist
democracy, on the development of the socialist state and of the
whole system of social administration, the Draft Constitution Com-
mittee proposes to the National Assembly that it discuss and adopt
the text of the Draft and decide to submit it for adoption by a
nation-wide referendum.

The Constitution is the fundamental law of the People’s Republic
of Bulgaria. All our legislation is based on it; it determines the entire
lift of our society; it directly affects all classes and social groups,
every team of workers, every family, every citizen. For this reason
the Dralt was submitted to nation-wide discussion. And it is for this
reason that it will be proper and necessary that the Commission.
after the adoption of the Draft by the National Assembly, be
adopted by the Bulgarian people—the only full-fledged masters of
their destinies and the destinies of Bulgaria.

We are deeply confident that our people, who are heirs to great
I‘f:.‘-"'OTI_IﬁUI‘lHI’}-" traditions, who ecarried out the socialist revolution in
Bulgaria and who are successfully building a socialist society in close
and indestructible fraternal alliance with the Soviet Union and the
other socialist states; our people, who adopted the Party Program
for the building of an advanced socialist society as their own prog-
ram, will vote unanimously for the new Constitution and in so doing
vote for their own happy present and even happier future.

Thank you for your attention.

10

The Fatherland Front in the Building
of an Advanced Socialist Society

Excerpts from a speech to the Tth Congress ot
the Fatherland Front, April 22, 1972

wish to dwell briefly on the problems that were discus_s\sel(ll ‘hi?rei
Ithc character of the Fatherland Front, the forms, style anc
methods of its work at the present stage. : aleiadie

To begin with, T would like to express our 1)101‘01u1 :
satistilci'inﬁ-—my own and that of the (_-mn_rudes (}.f the {-’0 1;..)‘;IT(.)
whom 1 have consulted—over the work Oi. the I;T‘C‘Sff“t ((1)114(1‘,;,
which we assess highly, The Congress is being held _at. a 11.1;_:.‘1 1f0 i ’1:
cal and business-like level and that does not surprise ll.s.hlllll(,.t]“ I\M,f
know well what ardent and selfless patriots are now in the |mm (t)
the Fatherland Front—patriots who are worthy representatives to

is Congress . y J
lh!l‘llﬁ:)?;b:t:‘s\:t shall celebrate the 30th HTH'Ii\-‘t’.I‘f&;ll'}-‘ of the.. h)’u.nil:i
of the Fatherland Front. These three decades in our .natlenlsl1 ]1._.
are—and this should be stressed—closely and indis-
! d activity of the Fatherland
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recent history
solubly linked with the existence an
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Front. Its significance and the part it has played during this period
need hardly be emphasized to you. Let me just reiterate that the
Fatherland Front was born under the most trying conditions of 4
life-and-death struggle during World War II and that it was set up
on the initiative of our immortal leader and teacher Georgi Dimit.
rov in order to rally and unite all the patriotic forces in Bulgaria and
to lead them in the struggle against the monarcho-fascist dictator-
ship and nazi occupation—for the political, economic and social
liberation of our country. Under Bulgarian conditions its establish-
ment marked the culmination and triumph of Lenin's ideas on the
alliance between the working class and all the working and progres-
sive forces of the nation, the culmination and triumph of Georgi
Dimitrov's ideas and struggles for a united and popular front.

After the victory of September 9, 1944, in Ceorgi Dimitrov’s time
and under his guidance, the Fatherland Front began to reorganize
itself into a mass and all-embracing organization rallying the cfforts
of the people in the building of 2 new social system, socialist Bul-
garia. The road it has traveled since its creation to the present day
most eloquently shows that it was, and still is, a vital necessity lor
our country, Only thus—as a historic necessity of the times—was it
able within three decades to grow from small under ground commit-
tees into a mass nation-wide organization, embracing practically the
whole conscious population of our country. Nearly four million indi-
vidual members, such collective members as the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party and the Bulgarian Agrarian Party, the Bulgarian Trade
Unions and the Dimitrov Young Communist League, and other
public, mass and cultural organizations and unions—today this is
Bulgaria’s Fatherland Front, an embodiment of the alliance and
friendship, of the unity of purpose and aspirations, of the brother-
hood and joint work of communists, agrarians and non-party people.
It is a brilliant embodiment of the ideological, moral and political
unity of the Bulgarian nation building a socialist society!

During these three decades our country made big strides in its
political, economic and social development, so much so that there is
no longer any basis for comparison between Bulgarian in 1942 and
Bulgaria in 1972. Bearing in mind the new tasks facing our country
at the new stage of development, the Ninth Congress of the Bul-
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Communist Party included in the z‘lgenda some !']Jtlllii('. p_r“ob—

. of public administration. As we know, after the _\.\mth (_,r_m—‘
lemb' th(l‘ Central Committee worked out a number of problems
grf‘i:i.ning tn the further development of soci;.'n]ist de mloc.ni.(:l}' I(.l_n._(}
ated the long-range functions and tasks of the public organiza

garian

elucid
hogzr Party also paid great attention to the pmhle1ns1 1‘e1ati{.1\1’1‘tto :{;e
development, functions and tasks ol tht‘z F at‘her}.an_d _I;I()[l‘]t!. -lritr]w!.;
July 1968 Plenum of its Central (_Tommlhtteo? tlfe wor 0 _t} e : ; .W
land Front began to be reorganized in tprli()rnnﬁiy Wff 1ﬁlet r}lel_“‘
stage in our country’s development. At its T{il\lﬂ‘l (.-(‘mgm_?‘s zsb:\e( ;
bur Party again discussed the place and role of the F '(i.tht‘.l an {T‘Oln
within the system of public administration. Both lhe‘ Repo:.rt ol t;t;
CC of the Congress and the new Party Program 10_1’I:[11..11‘&I..[(1'.‘.( ,t“t
hasic principles defining the trends of L‘lc‘velupn.n{fllt :f{ th-lth.-lgr%{iil
organization in our country; its p]z}(:(? afnd role, t lf:‘ S\ ;, ;
methods of its work. The decisions ol the Fenﬂ'“. (;011,_(41(_&5}5_, iml* xe:
known; they have been discussed here in detail and with a know-
ledge of its problems and tasks. e
There is no doubt that after this Congress the Fatherland l{llolr].t
will have to complete its reorganization so as to keep abreast of the
needs and requirements of our times. o
Such is the imperative of our progress, cm'm'alde..s. As cml Eluen
philosopher said some 2,500 years ago, __h\-'elrf\-'thlrlg ﬂlm'gbd o \‘t;',‘o
thing flows; everything changes. Conhditronsi in Bulgaria: -'\-t.-:'fl"h ag}
or e\\.-'c.n 20 vears ago were guite different from what they 'c-l'.[(:-. nfm‘,
when all our working people energetically, selﬂ.essi)-' &'lﬂd‘;-:;'l}-‘ S.“F,_
cessfully are tackling the problems conueal.'ted \-xiith the i)l;! : il_“rll}_t{lt)‘ 1
developed socialist society in Bulgaria. It is olhv'mu.s lh_;l.tl ,t 1e i a lu; ti(,
land Front as a socio-political organization of the Bulgu\l 1_411}){.0\13‘ el §
also subordinate to the laws of dialectics, the laws of social evolu-

tion. . R (e
Just recall those distant days immediately after September 9,

1944, Remember how all-important was the so-called FF

! the Greck philosopher Heraclitus (¢, 540-480 B.C.).
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certificate? at that time, how many things it was needed and used
for? Without an FF certificate one sometimes could not even buy »
pair of rubber sneakers, The issuance of the certificates at the time
was part of the activity of the local Fatherland Front committees.
times were such that even minor things had a major political signifi-
cance. Or let us take yet another Fatherland Front activity: the
readers” groups. They were meant to play, and they did play, a
major role at that time, bringing scores and hundreds of thusands of
working people into contact with the world of literature.

What is the situation now?® At present there are no illiterates in
Bulgaria; the overwhelming majority of young people have
graduated from secondary schools; books are published in thousands
of copies and are found in growing numbers not only in state and
public libraries but in private homes as well. Formerly, wireless
sets were few in number and TV sets were nonexistent. Today radio
broadcasts arc received in every home and millions of spectators
gather in front of the TV scts. And over the radio one can listen to
poems which are much better read than ever before. to short storics
and even to entire novels, The readers’ group activity of the Father-
land Front has diminished and will soon end, since no one would
want to eliminate from our life such strong competitors as educa-
tion, TV and radio broadeasts.

Naturally, comrades, the examples of FF certificates and readers,
groups are just curious examples that affect subsidiary aspects of the
vast and multiform activity of the Fatherland Front. The big, major
problems related to its character and its activities stem from the
fundamental changes that have taken place in our country.

What do I have in mind?

I have, above all, in mind the changes in the sphere of our public
and political life. During the vears of the resistance movement, the
Fatherland Front rallied primarily public and political figures, After

the victory of the revolution it gradually became a mass organization
built on clearly defined political lines in the struggle against domes-
tic and foreign reaction and against the disruptive activity of the
2 FF Certificates, documents issued by the Fatherland Front Committees on various
levels after the victory of the September 9, 1944 socialist revolution in Bulgaria.
These certificates were tools of elass struggle to deny the old ruling class aceess lo
certain sources for counter-revolutionary activities, as well as assist the new state
structure to regulate the distribution of goods and services among the people.
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anti-popular opposition. At that time thf_-? (:ll_lESJ_(i‘Oi] f)f“\x-'h.ojwill Iire_—
vail” was being decided in Bulgaria's political life. buhstantfal po \ltl—-
cal forces were combating Futherlapd Front 1'u71e and qult.e a few
people were under the influence of the enemy’s demagogic prop-
dg?\l}\ui]}it is the situation today? It is superfluous to talk at 1(:11;;111
about it. The bulk of our people stand on clear-cut Fatherlal}@ Front
and socialist positions. If once there was a considerable dlﬁ'(‘l‘(l-.‘lllct?.
between Fatherland Front members and non-members, a a?’hﬁer-
ence that ranged from political indifference throu gi‘l wavering to
outright hostility to socialist ideas and plot?ing aga.mst. them, no
quch difference exists today. I am speaking of the nation as a \-\-‘hole,‘
Those who do not accept socialisim and will die with their hat T.‘Cd ol
the working people are so few that they play no role whatever in the
political balance of forces in our country. ;
[mpressive changes have also taken place in the economic splularc
and in the structure of our society. We have established cooperation
among our larmers and have built a highly deve]_r_ap.ed,‘ modern
socialist agriculture. We have created a sound s;n(d_‘mhst m‘d'ustr}-'.
The bourgeoisie no longer exists as a class. There exist only friendly
classes of the workers and cooperative farmers, as well as a lurgel
detachment of people’s intelligentsia devoted to ﬂ]_e cause 'of
socialism. Today the working class, the mainstay of the socialist
system, is the most numerous section of the working people. _.-'\s;.a
1'-(.?scult of the further reform of agriculture, the working class _m
agriculture—I have in mind the machine-operators—is si(radll:\_-'
growing. At present the Bulgarian trade unions are the most power-
ful organizations of the working people. Iiere; again our experience
under the traditions prevailing in the People's I{(rpu_}')hc ()Jr. Bulgaria
eloquently confirms Lenin’s forecast about the h"{tl‘lsf()l'I'llalh(?l'l of the
trade unions into an all-embracing organization of the working peo-
ple. This is of great historical significance to our socio-economic
development, and our Party highly valulz'_:s' ‘tho I‘OIF‘ wlnch. t.]n‘;‘ BL}]I-
garian trade unions are playing and \u-'il].\u.l(lzr(:aslngh’ play in the
economic sphere and in all other walks of life. ;
The victorious advance of socialist construction paves the way for
an extension of socialist democracy; at the same time, it n(.‘ce:?.~;|_tt1t(‘s
an ever broader involvement of the population in the administra-



144 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

tion. It is precisely for this reason that in the past few years our
Party has been paying particular attention to the problems of public
administration. Further promotion of the role of the public organi-
zations in public administration, and the extension of democracy in
the work of the state bodies—this is the basic trend in the develop-
ment of socialist democracy in our country.

In our efforts to improve public administration, we must find a
proper place for each of the organizations, define their character,
functions and tasks, achieve coordination and purposefulness in
their work. Apart from the Bulgarian Communist Party, the Bul-
garian Agrarian Party and the Fatherland Front, quite a few other
mass organizations and movements exist—the Trade Unions, the
Komsomol, the Women's Committee. the National Committee of
Bulgaro-Soviet Friendship, the Bulgarian Union of Physical Educa-
tion and Sports, the Bulgarian Red Cross, the IHikers” Union, the
scientilic and technical unions, the cultural unions, and so on. If our
whole system of public administration is to function properly, each
of these organizations must find its proper place, and their activities
must be duly coordinated. Precisely for this reason our Party paid
attention to these problems at the July 1968 Plenum of its Central
Committee, at the Tenth Congress, and in the Program for the
building of a developed socialist society in our country.

What is the place of the Fatherland Front within the system of
public administration at the present stage—that of the building of a
developed socialist society?

Briefly, as the Party Program puts it, the Fatherland Front will
develop as the largest all-embracing socio-political organization and
nation-wide movement; as the embodiment of national unity; as the
largest social mainstay of the Party and the people’s government; as
a school for the communist, patriotic and internationalist education
of the working people and for the involvement of the working peo-
ple in public administration.

Obviously, the Fatherland Front will not be able to accomplish its
important tasks successfully if it attempts to preserve old organiza-
tional features and fails to apply the forms of work proper to a
nation-wide movement. The more it opens its doors to the public
expression of all the strata of the population, of all our citizens, the
greater will be its role in the extension and practical implementation
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of socialist democracy. For this reason, the July 1968 Plenum pro-
vided a new orientation to Fatherland Front work, i.e., to apply the
methods and means proper to a nation-wide movement. Or, as
someone has said, the Fatherland Front should gradually evolve
from an organization into a movement and from a movement into an
organization. Of course, this does not mean tilting at \x-'lﬂ('hl‘uhr;;
it means that we have to work in a flexible and comprehenswaﬁ:
manner, overcoming the rigidity of organizational features and self-
containment and doing away, in practical activity, with the distine-
tion between the members of the organization and the remaining
portion of the population. In the final analysis, this means lha.t we
have to promote the role of the Fatherland Front in our nations
multiform life.

In the future the Fatherland Front will continue to be the organi-
Jation in which the Bulgarian Comnunist Party, the Bulgarian Ag-
rarian Party, the Bulgarian Trade Unions, the Dimitrov Young
Connr1unis£ League, the mass organizations and movements, the
unions of scholars and men of arts, will participate as collective
members. It will therefore unite them and “sum up” their efforts, if
I may put it that way. As you sec, the Fatherland Front will con-
tinue to be a very important forum of the socio-political forces in our
country.

As the broadest mainstay of
will even more closely link its activities with that of the state bodies.
We have corrected the old concept that existed prior to the April
1956 Plenum of the Central Committee, according to which the
Fatherland Front was to become some sort of a subdivision of the
People’s Councils. Obviously, this was incorrect. Still, the Father-
land Front must be closely connected with the work of the central
and local state organs. Otherwise we shall not be able to create
conditions under which all its members and the whole active popu-
lation will fully participate in the administration of the country, in
economic activity, in the different undertakings and activities of the

people’s rule, the Fatherland Front

authorities.

Whenever problems of vital importance for the whole country, or
for a given region or settlement, are being discussed and solved, the
Fatherland Front must be in the lead. No undertaking, provided it
is of general interest, reasonable and expedient, will fail to gain
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broad suppert among the people. In such cases, it is the Fatherland
Front’s task to take the lead in the movement, to convince people,
to mobilize them and help them move. Last year, when organizing
the Referendum on the new Constitution and the elections to our
National Assembly, we were all able to realize the importance of the
Fatherland Front and to see what it can do in such cases. At this
Congress a number of comrades spoke of local campaigns in which
the Fatherland Front had mobilized not only its members but the
entire population as well.

In other words, there is no reason to lear that the elimination of
the internal organizational self-containment will reduce the role of
the Fatherland Front. On the contrary, the holding back of this
imperative process, which consists in eliminating old organizational
features and self-containment, can only restrict the role of the
Fatherland Front.

Such is the stage of development at which our country finds itself
at present. We are building a mature socialist society. The prere-
quisites for gradually overcoming class differences and forging a
homogeneous society are increasing. The changes in the character
of our society also raise the question of the changes in the character
of its largest socio-political organization: the Fatherland Front.

Nobody can doubt our devotion and love for the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party. Bulgarian communists have paid for this love with
their lives. Nevertheless, we know that the working class and its
Communist Party are not eternal. The historic mission of the work-
ing class is to put an end to bourgeois rule and to build a classless
communist society. The historic mission of the Party is to be the
leading detachment, the militant staff, the leader of the class in the
fulfillment of its mission. The time will come when both the working
class and the Communist Party will have accomplished their tasks
and cease to exist. Naturally, this will be a long historical process,
but it is inevitable. And we communists are doing all that is neces-
sary for the advent of that moment and are proud that we are a party
of a class that is the only class in the history of mankind which does
not fight for the perpetuation of its class rule but for the abolition of
the class division of society!

There was a time when the question of whether one stood for or
against the Fatherland Front was equivalent to the question of
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whether one stood for or against Bulgaria’s de\-'elopra'ne_nt a}ong a
oeialist path. This question was settled h_m_g ago. Once t.h(:. ter‘m
?‘0‘: therland Front Bulgaria” was a mere wish, a dream of the work-
jig‘l people, a political slogan, At present Bl_llgtll'izl is a I-"at_l'.mll'i‘and
Front Bulgaria in the full sense of the term. 'lf’_:da‘\-' ﬂil(—‘l(:' 1Is‘ no
Bulgarian citizen, statesman, political or public fltg_u.re; .t 'l(‘?lti- 1; T1o
Pt}lifically-' literate man on earth, who does 110.1 know tlllal s{paBislln
has completely anc irretrievably triun}phed in B}.llga‘rm: t mt‘ _1'1 -
garia is a prospering socialist country firmly linked wlnth the 50\-1.e‘t
Union and confidently and rapidly striding towards its communist
iUtﬁ:;le'l is present-day Bulgaria, Fatherland l'ﬂ.mnl Bu]gm‘.ia?{
Socialist Bulgaria. And no power on earth can (‘1r1\=e us me::k '(tr.lt
divert us from our path, the path of fratern:‘ﬂ fr!{:nds}‘{]p with the
Soviet Union, the path of construction and of struggle for the tl?om-
plete triumph of communism in our country and in the world!
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For a Radical Improvement
in the People’s Living Standards

Excerpts from a report to the Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Bulgaria,
December 11, 1972

he present Plenum of the Party’s Central Committee is to dis-

cuss a very important question of Party policy: the implementa-
tion of the decisions of the Tenth Congress of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party on the improvement of the living standards of the
people.

Concern for man always has been, is now and will be the basic
content of our Party's policy. Itis the meaning and the supreme goal
of its varied activity. It was its chief guiding principle when it fought
against fascism and capitalism, when it pre pared and carried out the
September 9, 1944 uprising, when it effected profound quantitative
and qualitative changes during the transition period and when it
ensured the victory of socialism in our country.

Concern for man is also the chief guiding principle of our Party
now that we are building a developed socialist society. This is con-
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ditioned by the very nature of socialism. The fuller satisfaction of

the growing material and cultural needs of our people is a Sfunda-
mental law and the supreme goal of socialist production, of the
development of the new social system.

The April 1956 Plenum of the Central Committee plaved a major
role in the Party’s policy of raising the general living standards.
Restoring the Leninist principles of leadership and releasing the
creative forces of the working people, the April Plenum paved the
way for the accelerated development of Bulgaria’s productive forces
and for our socialist cultural revolution. This made it possible to
improve the material and cultural standards of the people steadily
and rapidly.

The July 1968 Plenum of the Central Committee and the Tenth
Congress of our Party mark the beginning of a new stage in the
implementation of this policy. The Program of the Bulgarian Com-
munist Party adopted by the Congress not only elucidated the na-
ture of the developed socialist society but it also outlined the chicf
trends of this development in our country. At the same time, il
elaborated the main problems related to the life of the people, with
the further improvement of their welfare, reveal ing and substantiat-
ing the necessity for a new approach to their solution.

However, in order to be able to apply this approach consistently
our Party must possess a concrete and comprehensive program for
the improvement of the living and cultural standards of our people
not only under the Sixth Five-Year Plan but also during the coming
years.

The need for such a program stems both from the decisions of the
Congress and from a number of important political, economic, so-
cial, ideological and international considerations.

—politically, the elaboration of such a program is related to the
general stragegy of the development of our country at the present
period. It will contribute to the development and extension of
socialist democracy; help enhance the political activity of the people
and further promote their political consciousness: and it will further
strengthen their moral and political unity. It will even more clearly
reveal the advantages of the socialist system.

—economically, it will contribute to the establishment of a struc-
ture and of production proportions under which it will be possible to
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bring production and consumption i.nto greater ]1;1|'_11n_0‘n}.--‘1 "ro sp-izid
up the development of the productive iorc-::*s 001'151(__1@ a-h]?‘f and _(T
reveal the action of the fundamental economic law of socialism more

9

fu“i;'ocia”y, it will make it possible to adopt a (.-omprehensivel ap-
proach to the satisfaction of the material and cultural needs of mn;‘
people, to solve, correctly and Pron}ptly; tIh(‘.* problems Ithut are 0
the utmost importance for the life of the millions of working people
in town and village—bearing in mind both the char_lg;f—;r.'.s Fhat l)alvo
taken place in consumer demand and the real possibilities of our
society to meet the demand,; : A .

——i-:f;feologicaiiy, it will create more favorable condﬂipns fqr th.e
communist education of the people and for the promotion of thelr‘
socialist conscience; for a more creative atmosphe re in all spheres o‘i
public life; for man’s many-sided development; inr‘ a greater sell-
confidence of the working people as dedicated fighters for the
triumph of socialism and communism; , .

__internationally, it will further raise Bulgaria’s prestige on the
international scene and will augment the contribution to the power
of attraction of socialism and of its influence upon the development
of the world revolutionary process. ‘ .

What should such a program for the improvement of the living
standards of the people represent? i

This question calls for a certain specitication. (_)1'1 tllle one halnd, it
should be borne in mind that the programmatic principles in the
sphere of material and cultural standards have already l’]t‘-ttl"l .wm‘!\ed
out in the Party Program. On the other, the comprehensive prog-
ram for the improvement of the people’s well-being sh(_mld Tmt.. and
must not be reduced to concrete operative measures mlthls held.‘
The mapping out and implementation of such measures is a task o‘f
the Council of Ministers, the individual ministries, government of-
fices, economic organizations and enterprises.

()B\-’inusl_y:_ the task of the present Plenum is to work out and
approve a comprehensive program that will (.‘la_.rli'y \ﬂm app]’(_);\(}h,}
the pace, the ways and means, and Fh(: C‘]'llt‘.f forms for ‘EIIF;
implementation of the fundamental principles in the Sph(tl‘(-:i 9+ tlu:
improvement of the general living standards, as formulated in the

new Party Program.
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This program must provide an answer to the following question:
how and under what conditions shall we be able to solve the pres-
sing problems of the material and cultural welfare of our people
radically, bearing in mind both the present needs and possibilities
and their future development? Because of its character, this prog-
ram cannot and should not be confined to the Sixth and Seventh
Five-Year Plans. On a number of problems it will have to embrace a
longer period.

We fully realize that the elaboration of such a program is a com-
plex, difficult and responsible task that does not depend solely upon
good will. Tt requires the presence of certain objective conditions
which have not so far been fully available. But these conditions are
already at hand or will soon be created.

In the first place, we have a clear strategy about the building of a
mature socialist society and about the main trends of Bulgaria’s
economic and cultural development over a longer period.

Second, Bulgaria possesses an economic, scientific and technolog-
ical potential that allows us to solve the pressing social problems on
a much larger scale.

Third, Bulgaria's fraternal economic, political, cultural and all-
round cooperation with the USSR and the indestructible friendship
between our people and the great Soviet people are increasingly
developing, strengthening and deepening as a powerful motive
force of our development. Bulgaria’s participation in the interna-
tional socialist division of labor is extending and strengthening on
the basis of the Comprehensive Program for the promotion of
socialist economic integration among the Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance (CMEA) member-states.

Fourth, our Party has now acquired more theoretical and practi-
cal experience in directing all the processes of socialist construction
and in implementing its policy of meeting the material and cultural
needs of the people ever more fully.

At the same time our Party relies on the immediate and growing
support of the working people, on their greater socialist conscious-

ness, on their skill and selfless labor, on their readiness to make this
comprehensive program their own concern.

In this sphere, too, we make use of the experience of the fraternal
parties in the socialist states and, above all, of the rich experience of
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the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, of the UISS%R. \’\".i'llt‘}‘(i ﬂ)(.‘
general laws of the already established mature socialist society are
st clearly manifested. ‘

mi:ltl Ltl}(:s enables us to elaborate a program {'Fm? best coi'lf\n);n.! irlto
the requirements of the objective laws of 50(;12?115111, tol t].tj Te!h.{]i:
tened role of the subjective factor and to_ the international conc
tions under which our country is developing.

EW : 2 IMPLEMENTATION
I A NEW APPROACH IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE PARTY'S POLICY OF IMPROVING THE GENERAL
MATERIAL AND CULTURAL STANDARDS

Comrades, before proceeding to the elaboration ol t},li.: dﬂTm“ent
problems connected with the fm plementation of th_e decisions of the
Tenth Party Congress on improving the general living standards, we
must clarify two questions of principle. . e

The first question refers to the degree, i%w .E(;??.‘-ﬁf of H{e fm:o.p‘{"-:
welfare. What living standards are we t()l'dtt'dlhh'm ﬂ?lclcommi-? \}Ief“ § :

Until now we assessed our successes in raising living and cu tuml‘
standards by comparisons with the past, when our p'eoplelhad .pil)m‘
living standards, in the true sense of the word, or Wl.t]:l 11(_%1ghbor!‘n:,t,,
backward countries. Now, proceeding from the a\-'allla'i')]e: objective
conditions and from the requirements of mature socialism, we necd
another yardstick, another criterion. The .S'Cienc‘e—bu:sed nnh‘ﬂ‘.tlm:
norms, riw rational norms for meeting the mlzf:ds of the u:ork;n}g
people in housing, clothing and footwear, tj-'tetrl (:u'h’nml and oﬁr;%r
intellectual needs must become the criteria of their living standards.

The second question refers to the approach to the ];rr)b.ifems .;"el—
lated to the people’s welfare. What has it been and what should it
be? | cai o

During all the stages of the socialist cons’truct.lm; .of out count‘l \
we have been guided by the imperati\-'e:NE\-'er}-'thmg for man, e\-'mf-a
thing in the name of man. In the past live years, .1'1()“-"0\"(:‘]',‘\\-’!:‘. a 5.0
realized that if we want to respond to t}lis imperative more fully, we
must develop Bulgaria’s productive forces, as well as (sreat.c and
consolidate a corresponding material and technical foundation to
ensure the necessary resources. We therefore consciously stressed
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that the main and immediate task was to build the material and
technical foundations of socialism. This concept was reflected in the
distribution of our national income, in the proportional rates of our
economic and social development.

Thanks to the accelerated development of the productive forces,
we succeeded within a short period of history in establishing a
relatively strong production base as a prerequisite for rising living
standards.

Under present conditions we not only can but must adopt as the
main and immediate task of the development of social production
and of the general development of our country the attainment of a
specific degree of satisfaction of the material and cultural needs of
our people.

What does this call for?

1) to set the problem of meeting the material and cultural needs
of the people as a starting point when elaborating forecasts and plans
for our socio-economic development. It is particularly important
to determine these needs according to science-based norms of
consumption;

2) to consciously and purposefully change the structure of con-
sumption, organically combining the material and cultural princi-
ples of the lile of people;

3) to direct our efforts not only at increasing material wealth but
also at creating better conditions for the enjoyment of this wealth by
the population;

4) to adopt a comprehensive approach to the problems of living
standards and solve them in such a way that every individual step
forms part of our general conception of our over-all program for the
improvement of the life of our people.

In this approach, the tasks of the present and of the future are
closely intertwined. It requires that we strictly bear in mind the
whole complexity of conditions that, in their totality, determine
living standards, their level and quality. It goes without saying that
the new approach should be based on accurate socio-economic
analyses at every stage of our development and on the conditions,
interests, sentiments, aspirations and daring of the different
categories of working people in our society, The drive to attain a
specific degree of satisfaction of people’s needs calls for an accurate
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ssessment of them as developing individuals, of their present and

i e,
th?\l]:a;'llttx-e demonstrate the great importance of this -fxpproacl'l? I‘t is
conditioned by our achievements and by objective 11r_rcre:s_~,;|t'}-=.
Moreover, if we continue to stick to the old approach eu_1d er.l.to
consider the problem of the needs of our people as a starting pm_nt
in elaborating the forecasts and plans h)r\ our L‘.Oll!ltl’}"& 3.00(:]"_
economic development, the development of the pl‘O(‘hl(_‘thi}‘f()t‘(,‘tt&i‘
and the construction of the material and technical foundations of
socialism will be slowed down.

Naturally, this approach has nothing to do with theories about
so-called “consumer socialism,” because it does not imply a s‘ligh.t—
ing attitude towards production nor does it mean to educate man in
a parasitic and philistine spirit. The Party and the people are well
aware that one can distribute and consume only \\.-'hat has already
heen produced. This is an elementary truth. The fact that produc-
tion relies on us, on our own skill and efforts, on our knowledge .;.1?.1d
discipline, is likewise an elementary truth. The more corm'uodltulas
of higher quality and lower cost we p roduce, the more goods we will
have and the better we will live.

We also strive to organize our whole further economic activity so
as to -proriucf: not just arlything, no matter hqw and xf»hen. but tu‘
produce in order to ensure the ever fuller satisfaction of the needs of
our people. : |

Therefore, the present approach, far from repealing the de!ern'ma—‘
ing role of production, re-asserts it by making the improvement of
living standards the main and immediate task of its further de-
velopment. i ;

This approach has nothing to do with \‘;I‘I:i()lls views Il()\\'_f!lll’}'é_:.l{t

in the bourgeois world about the so-called “mass consumption soci-
ety,” the “affluent society,” the “streamlined consu mer Si}(?t(.‘tl)" ;}nd
the like, The bourgeois ideologists are out to “prove” that capitalism
is undergoing a process of transformation; they_ attempt to conceal
the fact that the social and class clashes are getting more acute, anrl.
that unemployment and poverty are rampant behind the facade of
“welfare” in the capitalist world. : ‘ U

We must point out that the efforts of our Party t(? improve tll;

living and cultural standards of our people have nothing to do with
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the philistine views about a material well-being devoid of ideals. W

}m.\l(? always regarded man as an intricate entity of m‘ltt‘:i'lhll' (i
fi.}_)llljlflliﬂ ueelds. Naturally, we assess the role of the \\-'Ol'lx(el"“s Icnl::(
11;211‘:\;};1'6.5? 11:1. fl}"lf_‘ 1‘?5111??‘ of his Iaﬂ)lm" according to its merits. Our
Party has invar iably pursued a Leninist policy of most closely link-
ing the personal and public interests in the drive for sn(ri;liié[ﬂ Yel

we realis : ateri: -elf: i
ealize that material welfare as such is not the sole criterion of

1_11:]‘11'(111 happiness. As communists we have always attributed grea
importance to man’s intellectual life, to his cultural int(; (‘f mr‘i (lt
Zl::}.-:.]ilg\ulnd il(icals, Our heroic history abounds in e,\amplf*s.fl)l.l:zj?ﬂet:
adve:;_.itiij; 1e people and the country, regardless of privations and
ij this reason, when we set ourselves as our immediate task t
ever iullclr and more complex satisfaction of the needs of‘lhf.e s lie
we have in mind the harmony of the material and sp.ir;'ln-li .nlz‘eor pf
all the members of our society, which will C(]lltrii)llle- cto t;”}?
1‘01111(:[ and harmonious development of the AL e Hti 8
thalt is positive and valuable and inherent in man »i](.).n;r.e'l'f} H?g
salttl.stacti(m of material needs with regard to food (-]Iolthing: I:(])u:;h:l;
i) 3 % s 2] I o . i o it \ :
;[;m[ :l(; shtll fl.h(._ltf.ll‘[_)rle. at‘tr.lhutc A .gmw%ug!, importance to the
! create a social ambiance, a milieu lor man’s existence and
dL‘.I\-’{t.‘IOplT_lt‘llt in which he will be able to satisfy his m'uléiﬂf‘( 't
spiritual interests fully — his needs with regard to (‘dlhl("'tli()ll 0~“In
tural 1'ecljeati0n, ete. Ethical human |‘eluti(;ls and 'thc :'es J(:: ‘(t-u i
human dlgnity in all spheres of our socio-puliticai (‘('0|'|0"11' t Ol
cultural life should dominate in our society, The l'f;]t" (.)f tl'” . ‘“‘“
and F;lher intellectual incentives will incre’asinql;-' g.m.w in lt? 1“‘”_"1]
(lu(r! ion and all-round activities of the working iﬁé()}ﬂe The “ 'p}(');'
one's \\-'ell—pc-.‘ri'f‘)rrm:d public duty, of one’s pérsonal (."I;Hltri-hz:ftti:se ?
the p ogress of socialism and the prosperity of our I.'I'd.ti()ll. willml ’0
come ;mlt_*.\-'e.r more important factor in th(zi’r activity. 1
All tllu..s' means that the problems connected with the improve
;:.e;]t] of ]tl\gng standards and with the satisfaction of the needlxpr:{ol\}:;
rople at the present stage will have to be solved in a new e
not only on the basis of the dynamies of our d 5 1118“ e
according to subjective ;1};5655;11](;:“5 m”)t Yiec -l ] (='Cl\:e U'pmenL H?t
need a comprehensive approach to t?h(‘- )n}m]( m‘t ; "Ur i
the study, planning, programing and soiln!ion :;’ :;;i]|:]|:lu{;:l)::l::nL:[,)(§;
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which the increase of the degree of satisfaction of popular needs

depends.
When speaking of a comprehensive approach in carrying out our
andards, we have in mind not only the

party’s policy of living st
goods. This would

sphere of services or the production of consumer
a one-sided and erroneous placing of the problem. Once we
action of the needs of our people is the im-
e must also subordinate to it all
allurgy, power production, the

be
accept that the satist
mediate goal of social production, w
ir efforts aimed at developing met
construction work, transport, ete.. i.e., our ef-
ases of the process of reproduction.

to be the guiding principle in our work
Year Plan, but also throughout the
ety. [t requires that we con-

ot
chemical industry,
forts in all spheres and ph

This approach will have
not only under the Sixth Five-
building of a developed socialist soct
ntion to the further development and moderniza-

tinue to pay atte
4l foundations ol socialism and, more

tion of the material and technic
particularly, to the following questions:
a) all-round intensitication,
b) acceleration of scientific and technological progress,
¢) rapid increase of the social productivity of labor,
d) attainment of the world indicators in quality and the technical
level of production.
It is obvious that unless we solve these key problems of our

economic policy, the decisions to raise the living standards of the

people and to have more goods of high quality on the market will
remain pious wishes, will turn into subjectivism, daydreaming and
For this reason, the Party’s Central Committee
of the working people in our
greater achievement” plans,
nt but also the overfulfill-

empty demagogy.
warmly greets and backs the initiative
country in working out their own local
aimed at securing not only the fulfillme
ment of the Sixth Five-Year Plan. Actively involving the working
people in the efforts to tap and use the reserves of our socialist
1l as those of the socialist form of management

economy fully, as we
aking, of the socialist mode of

and administration and, germrully spe
production—this policy should become a firm, stable and irrevoca-
ble law in our work, because it corresponds to the vital interests of
the working people and to the veneral interests of the socialist

system.
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The consistent application of the new approach affects the many-
sided activity of our Party in all spheres of our domestic and foreign
policy, as well in the problems of international socialist integration.

Obviously, it is beyond the powers of a single plenum to embrace

all of these problems at once in their multiformity. A large part of

them will have to be borne in mind in the elaboration of the long-
range plan up to 1990,

We therefore propose that the present Plenum of the Central
Committee focus the attention primarily on the pressing problems
that can and should be solved under the Sixth and Seventh Five-
Year Plans.

What are these problems?

1) Specification of our policy in the sphere of raising the incomes
of the working people:

2) determination of ways and means of overcoming the short age
of various commodities on the market and of improving the struc-
ture and the quality of commodity stocks:

3) problems connected with the development of housing;

4) problems related to the social condition of the working people,
the length of working hours and leisure time, and the improvement
of the sphere of social service;

5) problems connected with the necessity of ensuring unity of
social, collective and personal interests, on the basis of a consistent
application of the economic mechanism and the improvement of
planning and planned economic management;

6) problems of social democracy, the defense of the interests of
the working people and the further promotion of the creative efforts
of the masses, so that the people may fully reveal themselves as
masters of production and public affairs, as masters of their country,

The Politburo considers that these are the most burning and
pressing problems and that we must not only adopt conceptions for
their over-all solution but also outline practical ways and means of
turning these conceptions into living reality. In this respect, our
decisions will become a practical program for the realization of the
comprehensive approach to the solution of the pressing problems
related to the welfare and the life of the working people of our
country.

The elaboration of these problems and the decisions that the
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of the Central Committee will adopt will have the im-
Plem“:tla task not only of ensuring a better life to our people hut_al.so
f coztribﬁting to a still more rapid increase of labor Ipror_luct1\-=|lt1}-=
(a]nd to raising our national production, as regards quality eu]lld _tef". :
ology, to a world level; and to speeding up the 0\;?’1-_.([.} souou
ncom)’mic development of our country. In the final analysis, t nis wi :
zlsn be the most secure guarantee of a steadfast 1‘mp?elmchzflf:?l|ml }oe
the Party policy of continuously and ever more il'ul]y satisfying the
al and cultural needs of the working people.

medi

growing materi

7 [ P 'Y IN RAISING
f o e 12?&?111 OF THE WORKING PEOPLE
Comrades, the question of the dynamics, si:-e;‘ 'Slm'mtm_‘:.??id ?fu?ﬂ;i
of formation of the nominal and real income of ‘fh.{_-z if..-li)? mf%.-?.}{‘,ofh(;
ranks first within the sum-total of measures mme‘.(‘ at ralf,]_ljg_, 1]
living standards of our people. We rmllst. th.emto.lrz.1 ipa}- \5_1?6:1.1:—‘4
attention to it and promptly solve some important problems n this

sphere.

i : ;i " the Working People
Formation and Regulation of the Income of the g Peoy

The policy of steadily raising the 1)(}1'3L11;1tio1f‘s illC()ll:t? %11:. bele;
established in our country during the years of the p(-l,ullj C‘.S (:.l;:l..‘,
Income has been showing a par'tiuila\rly‘ up‘wau‘d tre‘ n(. during the
after the April 1956 Plenum of the Cf:nlral C(_)['ll!ﬂlttf:‘t". -

On the basis of the growth of our na’rimlal income, t‘he_.p.(.‘l ;;lg}_hl
nominal income rose from 370 h?\-ia in 193.2 to l,ll{. le\-af n;( .‘ .: .' K

The changes in the structure of industrial andlol.hci “._Ul.t-t,'“{,;r]\__.
cording to the size of their nominal wages or 5-(11-&1-1-1&.-.5 mf:,lf&?l ](l,u ;HC;
int:li(?at_ive, Whereas, in 1957, 45.6 per cent of industrial anc ‘0 ,
ived salaries of up to 30 leva and only ]‘5 per (ht |\1t
salaries above 150 leva, in 1971, there were noﬁm('lustrml -({L.n}d ,U lfti
workers getting salaries below 60 leva, only 12.0_1){51‘ centott 1(_. tt; 510
laries between 60 and 80 leva and 24.7 per cent above 1!

period

workers rece

getting s
leva.
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The task now is not only to consolidate our achievements but also
to open up new possibilities for further quantitativé and structural
changes in the pattern of incomes of the working people and to
adjust them to the new conditions and requirements as regards size.
structure and mode of formation.

In this connection, under the Sixth and the next Five-Year Plans
we must increase the growth rate of the population’s income and

solve in good time a number of pressing problems in the sphere of

the policy of the formation and regulation of income, problems that
now acquire particular importance.

What are these problems?

First. The problems of working out a new conception on the
minimum size of the income of the working people. We have in mind
the correct fixing both of the minimum wage, corresponding to the
lowest qualified labor, and the size of the minimum income from the
social welfare funds through which the low-paid working people and
their families are guaranteed minimum meuns of subsistence,

The profoundly humane character of our society makes it neces-
sary, in the further over-all increase of the income of the population,
to lay emphasis on an increase of the income of precisely these
categories of working people. Other pressing problems in this field
will also have to be solved at a later date.

In this connection, by 1973 the minimum wage should already be
raised to 80 leva.

The salaries of teachers, doctors and other medical categories, as
well as of the lecturers at the higher educational establishments.
ete. will have to be increased at the beginning of 1973.

We must increase the salaries of the miners working underground
and of the workers and experts who practice their professions under
extremely difficult conditions. It is also necessary to increase the
remunerations of those who work on night shifts.

The second question refers to the need to make greater use of the
growing possibilities in order to increase the pace of raising the real
income of working people as one of the most general and important
indicators, characteristic of our policy of improving the living stan-
dards of our people.

In this connection, the trusts and the agro-industrial complexes,
the enterprises and cooperative farms should be granted the ri ght to
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carry out a number of social undertakings: to assist large Eémilie:s and
scl'mfol children with clothing and food; to set up bnardl.ng schools
and other children’s establishments; to aid old-age pensioners who
have worked all their lives in a given enterprise, etc.

Bridging the Gap Between the Income of Workers and
Cooperative Farmers and Remuneration Based on Work

When speaking of the Party policy of raising the living standards
of the people, we have in mind the care taken of all the members ()f
our socialist society. In this connection, we must extend the scope ()t‘
our policy of bridging the gap between the h’\:ing stmldar(lrs‘ (?f
cooperative farmers and those of industrial and office \\-’O{‘!fors. This
is a major problem of the Party’s policy in the sphere of incomes.

As we know, after adoption of the April 1956 line, a policy ol
sharply raising the income of the cooperative farmers was pursuled,
As a result, the absolute size and the ratio between the nominal
incomes ol these two social groups have changed as follows:

1956 1957

(in leva)

5 St (Ao aly) -,
Industrial and office workers 4632 1174
AT 995

Cooperative [armers

During that period, the real income of workers has grown by an
annual average of 3 per cent and that of the cooperative farmers by
an annual average of 7.2 per cent. :

The further bridging of the gap between the living standards of
workers and farmers is connected with the solution of a whole range
of economic, social, cultural and other problems. The material base
of this process is the development of the productive forces and !.hf)
introduction of factory farming. The main trends in developing
agriculture by means of industrial methods were worknd out by l‘h(_‘
April 1970 Plenum of the Central Committee ol the Bulgarla}n
Communist Party. The task now is to adopt practical measures for
their application. :

I shall dwell only on a few social aspects of the problem. :

First, the main trend in reducing the difference in the income of
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industrial and office workers, on the one hand, and of the coopera-

tive farmers, on the other, should be a still more rapid increase of
the income of cooperative farmers from the public farms than that of

the income of industrial and office workers.

Second, the measures envisaged in the Decree of the Central
Committee and the Council of Ministers on the consistent applica-
tion of the economic mechanisms in agriculture are of great impor-
tance in this area. We must secure the necessary conditions for the
introduction, as early as 1973, of an mm—tzlxak;le minimum labor
remuneration for cooperative farmers, increasing incomes for most
ol them. : :

The correct regulation of the level and growth of incomes of indi-
vidual agro-industrial complexes and coo pm‘m‘.ir.‘-f:’ Jarms, from the
point of view of the differential vent, is also z'mpon‘ar.:f. In this
connection, it is necessary to level the remuneration of labor in the
cooperative and state farms gradually by introducing labor (]Ll[)t’i.";
differentiated according to the conditions of production, ete. i

Third, the introduction of industrial methods and the changes in
the internal class structure of the cooperative farmers will ..!')(: of
particular importance for the growth of income. The [“llll'l‘lbéll of
people engaged in manual and unskilled work in agriculture will
diminish further and the number of machine opcratorﬁ. expert.q and
skilled workers will grow. This will lead not only to further ;(')(Ci'dl
and class changes but also contribute considerably to an increase in
the nominal income of farm workers. ' =

Fourth, the bridging of the gap between the real income of
cooperative farmers and that of industrial and office workers also
calls for a new approach to the utilization of public funds. In tl';i‘;
respect, even now, under the Sixth Five-Year Plan, it is ne(-essm‘;'
to solve certain problems connected with granting the same 1‘1'ght’-<
to cooperative farmers that industrial workers already enjoy with
respect to old-age pensions, social security, children’s allowances
ete. 1

Fifth, the process of the migration of manpower from agriculture
to industry should be put on a new basis. Special attention shou](i
bel L‘JEII'd‘ to the establishment of svstems of settlements in which the
utilization of the bountitul housing fund should be combined with
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the favorable conditions of village life and the proximity of the town.
Many of our villages are able to retain a substantial population in
permanent residence, with some of the members of the peasant
families having employment in industry in the towns. Such a solu-
tion of the problem will speed up the bridging of the gap between
town and countryside and will pave the way for a more rapid in-
crease of income for the peasant population.

We must also speed up the establishment of nurseries and kin-
dergartens, the building of the road networks and the availability of
health services in the rural areas, so that the cultural, communal
and living conditions in the villages rapidly catch up with those in
the towns.

Real Income and Retail Prices

The fluctuation of retail prices is yet another key problem in the
policy of the Party which determines the real income of the popula-
tion. Under the Sixth Five-Year Plan, prices are to be kept stable.
The prices of some commodities will even be reduced, depending
upon the lowering ol production costs, the availability of commodity
stocks, consumer demand and the specilic place of individual com-
modities in meeting demand.

The Central Committee considers that under the Sixth Five-Year
Plan it might be possible to reduce the retail prices of a number of
goods.

The policy of price reductions does not mean that there will be no
luxury goods at higher prices on the market. Such goods are needed
because they meet specific needs of those working people who are
ready to pay a higher price for goods and services of higher quality.
We should, therefore, develop more extensively the production of
such goods and services.

In the sphere of our price policy, we should take a closer look at
the problem of raising average prices as & result of the change in the
range of commodities.

Bearing in mind the fact that we are developing as a land of
international tourism, we must not allow too substantial a reduction
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of the retail prices of consumer goods. In the future, the improve-
ment of the living standards of our working people should be chiefly
the result of higher wages. In this way the promotion of tourist trade
will not entail losses for the Bulgarian nation.

Taxation

The material welfare of the population also depends upon the
taxes that it pays. At present we have an income tax, a tax on real
estate and personal property and a bachelor tax.

What should the Party's policy in the sphere of taxes be?

The problems connected with income tax deserve our utmost
attention. At present there is a substantial difference between the
taxes paid by industrial and office workers and those paid by
cooperative farmers. The Central Committee and the Government
have decided to bring unity into this area as well. In the future,
cooperative farmers will pay a tax on their income from the work
they have invested in public property in the same way as do indus-
trial and office workers. This will increase the income of cooperative
farmers whose income is equal to the minimum monthly wage. Like
the industrial and office workers who get such a wage, they will not
pay an income tax.

Moreover, it should be noted that the present income tax seale is
obsolete. A great number of industrial and office workers fall within
the higher brackets. This makes it necessary to improve taxation by
increasing the untaxed wage to the planned minimum and by prop-
erly spacing the difference between the rates. At the same time, we
should proceed to the gradual abolition of income tax upon the
wages of working people engaged in social production. This will
contribute to a consistent remuneration according to the quantity
and quality of work.

In this connection, it is nece ssary to work out, right now, a special
program and a mechanism for the practical solution of the problem
of gradually abolishing the tax on wages, starting with the be ginning
of the Seventh Five-Year Plan period.
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Development and Utilization of Social Welfare Funds

After the victory on September 8, 1944, the aim of our Party’s
social policy has been to secure free me dicare, free education, soc 1:11‘
security for all working people’s system of social assistance, access of
the broad masses to culture, artistic values, sports, etc. Thanks to
the efforts of the whole Bulgarian nation, these ambitious tasks were
successfully implemented by the people’s government in an incred-
ibly short time.

The growth of the real income of the population will more m.i(l
more depend upon the social welfare funds. Tts cultural and social
needs will be met from these funds more and more fully.

Parallel with this, we must put an end to leveling in the utilization

of the social welfare funds, seeking possibilities of combining the
social and economic criteria. This can be done, for elxample, by
giving a certain prefercnce to the best ind l.fStl‘ial and ollicg workers
and cooperative farmers in the utilization of the social welfare funds,
by making the various types of social security directly depende_l'lt
upon the individual results of work, by ollering certain material
goods on economically substantiated terms, etc. |
" The problem of the support of the growing generation holds. a
central place in our social policy and in the utilization of the social
welfare funds. Part of the support of children has already been
assumed by society under different forms.

We must adopt a policy of having society gradually assume the
entire support of the growing generation. ) ‘

In the next few years we must take more effective steps to in-
crease the birthrate and to improve the conditions for the upbring-
ing of children. What should these steps be?

We believe that henceforth the birthrate should be promoted not
by raising children’s allowances but by rapidly extending the net-
\’\-:Ol'k of children’s establishments so as to include more F‘l][ldl‘en; by
extending housing, giving priority to young and lgrge families, and
by increasin g the production of baby foods and of goods (rmmectcd‘
with children’s upbringing. The paid leave for the upbringing of
small children should be extended.

We must also extend the non-paid leave for the rearing of young
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children, say, until the age of three, with the mothers keeping their
jobs during that period of leave.

Life within the work force today depends to a large degree on the
requirements of scientific and technical progress. Accordingly, the
further development and improvement of the work forces should
follow the line of securing conformity between the level of scientific
and technical progress and the organization and activity of the work
force.

The rising technical standards and the emergence of new skills
and professions place the workers in a better creative atmosphere,
requiring them to possess universal habits and polytechnical train-
ing. As Karl Marx had foreseen, the worker, these days, increas-
ingly keeps abreast of the process of production. This means that the
main line in further improving the work force should be to expand
the sphere of action of collective labor. The collective forms of labor
organization help to broaden the workers’ horizons, enhance the
mutual responsibility and the significance of collective opinion in
solving the general problems and improving the over-all result of
the work done by the economic organization.

The construction of a developed socialist society calls for a drastic
improvement in the qualification standards of the work force and for
a rise in the workers’ educational level. Formerly, the character of
the production required between 35 and 57 per cent of the workers
to be nonskilled, and between 4 and 8 per cent to have secondary
education. Mechanized production has changed the picture radi-
cally. It requires approximately 20 per cent skilled workers, and
40-60 per cent of people with secondary and secondary vocational
education. This trend is already apparent in individual plants and
factory shops. Under the next five-year plan, and especially in the
period up to 1990, it will become manifest everywhere. This calls
for the elaboration of a broad program to bring the qualification and
education standards of the working people speedily in line with the
requirements of the scientific and technical revolution. No rapid
advance is possible without it.

Social planning is of key importance for the development and
improvement of the work force. The present plans for the social
development of work forces are too primitive. They do not secure a
comprehensive approach, nor do they properly regulate the proces-
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ses and factors on which the maturity of the work force and the full
expression of its potentialities depend.

When speaking of social planning, we have in mind not only the
social plans of state trusts, agro-industrial complexes, plants and
factories, cooperative farms, etc. What we also need is a uniform
system of society planning from top to bottom. This means that the
task of developing and improving the work force sho uld be not only
the concern of grassroots planning but also the object of the
comprehensive state plan.

The plan should have a special chapter and a system of indicators
and norms which secure the planned regulation, development and
improvement both of production relations in their unity and the
basic cell of these relations—the work force.

No complete expression of the work forces or further develop-
ment of the creativeness of the masses in the implementation of the
Sixth Five-Year Plan is possible without an ever broader deployment
of the nation-wide socialist emulation drive. On this point we have
made new detailed surveys. The task now is to wind up the job of
introducing a new approach in the organization and management of
the emulation drive. In this connection we should look at the follow-
ing points of principle: :

1) The nation-wide emulation drive should develop from top to
bottom as a component of the over-all system of planning and plan-
ned management. All our plans should be prepared in such a way as
to take into consideration the revolutionizing role of the emulation
drive, and to secure the conditions for its development t‘hrough
every section of the plan and through the entire system ot norms
and indicators. What is more, we should finalize the concept of the
emulation drive as a basic factor in the fulfillment of plans through
the working out of local “greater achievement” plans by the millions
of working people.

" This requires the planning organ, the ministries and the statle.
trusts to provide, right now, in specifying the 1973 plan, the condi-
tions for a new upsurge of the nationwide emulation drive.

2) The emulation drive should be further developed as part of a
broad integration of the advantages of a socialist system with the
contemporary scientific and technical revolution, and the extensive
use of the modern methods and means of management and ad-
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ministration. The main criterion in the development of the emula-
tion drive should be: the work forces’ contribution in raising the
people’s living standards by means of a rapid increase in labor pro-
ductivity and bringing the technical aspect of production up to the
world level, In this respect. every work force should have a concrete
program of action as of January 1, 1973 and up to the end of the
Sixth Five-Year Plan.

3) The further development of the emulation drive and the active
participation of the working people in socialist construction call for
the system of moral incentives adopted by the Politburo to become
effective as a matter of urgency. The use of moral stimuli should be
organized on a broad seale, and a statute should be worked out for
their tull utilization.

4) The steps we have planned — to increase incomes, to reform
the wage scale, to make a transition to a five-day working work, etc.
— require us to encourage, popularize and broadly unfold some
nationwide initiatives.

The drive to fulfill and overtulfill the local “greater achievement”
plans by every state trust, agro-industrial complex, factory, state
farm, cooperative farm, and others, 'hased on the spread of [;atrioli(r
initiatives, is a national imperative and the major factor for the
contribution of every work force to the fulfillment and overfulfill-
ment of the Party’s social program.

As you see, implementing a new approach to raise the general
living standards is a complex political, economic, social and :i(_]eolog—
ical problem. It calls for the efforts of the whole Party, of the entire
people. -

The program worked out on how to implement the decisions of
the Tenth Party Congress on raising the living standards should
become a powerful means of mobilizing the péople of town and
village for a more effective management of the economy, for a fuller
use of socialism’s advantages in developing the productive forces
and in steadily raising the people’s prosperity.

This is their own program; its destiny is in their hands. It can be
put into practice only with the joint efforts, skill and ereative daring
of the working class, the cooperative [armers and the people’s intel-
ligentsia, who have always responded with readiness to the appeals
of the Bulgarian Communist Party.
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It must become the cause of the Fatherland Front, the Kom-
somol, the trade unions, all public bodies and organizations, the
ministries and departments, the state trusts, the agro-industrial
complexes, the trade organizations, the scientific institutes, and of
all Party, state and economic executives.

We are confident that the Bulgarian Agrarian Party and its mem-
bers will spare no effort for the implementation of the humane and
progressive social tasks that have been mapped out, because we are
fighting together for the same goals and the same great ideas—for
the building of socialism and for the progress and might of our
nation.

The tasks posed by this Plenum could be successfully solved if
they are immediately tackled by all Party bodies and organizations,
and communists from all sectors of life. There has never been a
Party undertaking, no matter how complex or difficult which has not
been realized in practice when it has been tackled by the Party
bodies and organizations and when Party members have set per-
sonal examples. In this case, too, they should be the organizers of
the fight for more popularly priced products of better quality, for a
higher productivity of labor, for a fuller satisfaction of the material
and cultural requirements of the working people. In this case. too,
the Party bodies and organizations and the communists are called
upon to be the motive force of this all-national drive, and to play a
decisive role in implementing the Party’s social program.

Owing to the complexity and diversity of the problems under
discussion, a number of them need additional elaboration and
specification by the Party’s Central Committee, as well as by the
State Council and the Government. To make it possible for the
problems posed by this Plenary Session to be tackled on time along
state and economic lines, it would probably be expedient to set up @
special government commission at the Council of Ministers on the
problems of living standards. This commission, proceeding from the
decisions of this Plenary Session of the Central Committee, would
make sure that the problems get further treatment and specification,
and would direct the over-all process of implementing these deci-
sions.

Undoubtedly, the complex issue of raising the general living
standards should be linked directly with the further development of
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the productive forces, with the Party policy of quickly raising labor
productivity, with the broad development of integration with the
other fraternal socialist states, especially with the Soviet Union. The
elaboration of a long-term plan up to 1990 and the Seventh Five-
Year Plan, too, should be subordinated to this goal.

The chief guiding principle in the further implementation of the

Party policy in that domain should be: care of man through care of

the entire society, and care of society through care of the individual
man,

Comrades, a few days from now the Soviet people, together with
the Bulgarian people and all of progressive humanity, will mark the
50th anniversary of the foundation of the great Union of the Soviet
Socialist Republies.

It is a telling fact that the Central Committee of our Party discus-
ses the problems of raising the material and cultural standards of the
people on the eve of this great date. There is something deeply
symbolic in this.

Because the USSR, born during the Great October Socialist Re-
volution, was not only the first state of workers and peasants in the
world, but also the first state to point to the genuine path to the
people’s welfare, happiness and prosperity.

Because the USSR is an example and an inspiration to us, it is our
mainstay in the building of the new life.

Because the experience of the USSR in raising the material and
cultural level of the people is of world-historic significance, from
which we have learned and will continue to learn.

Because our social program, which further elaborates and renders
more concrete the decisions of the Tenth Party Congress on raising
the people’s prosperity, is, in the full sense of the word, an expres-
sion of the profoundly humane principles of the Great October
Revolution.

We are confident that this Program will be put into practice. Its
implementation depends on the work and creative efforts, on the
conscientiousness and discipline of the people. Tt depends on the
ever growing cooperation with the Soviet Union and the other
socialist countries. This is the reliable guarantee for its successful
implementaion in life.
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Raising Living Standards is a Nation-wide Cause

Comrades, the problems we are discussing today affect the life,
the interests and the fate of millions of builders of socialism, and
their implementation should become the personal concern of
everyone of them. All the nation’s forces should therefore be
mobilized in such a way as to induce every worker, every coopera-
tive farmer, every employee, to become an active and conscious
fighter for the implementation of the decisions of this Plenary
Session.

We must complete the process of enhancing the role of the work
force in socialist sociely—yvet another major question of principle,
an issue of our advance to communism—to enable the Party Prog-
ram for higher living standards to become more directly connected
with the daily work and efforts of the working class, the cooperative
farmers and the employees.

In this direction, quite a bit has been done this year along Party,
trade union, economic and administration lines. But it is still only
the beginning of that major reconstruction dictated by life.

What should be given special attention now so as to raise the role
of work forces to the level of the tasks that will be posed by this
Plenary Session?

1) The main functions of every work force should be developed to
the utmost.

The main function of the work force is to implement effectively the
production tasks and to improve constantly the organization of work
through firm self-discipline. The work force should be guided
primarily by the interests of society and should endeavor to make a
maximum contribution to socio-economic progress and to the rapid
growth of labor productivity.

The other essential functions of a work force are social and
educational. They should be directed at perfecting relations within
the work force proper: its consolidation as a close-knit working fam-
ily; creating a psychological climate of genuine friendship and com-
radely relations: educating creative personalities, people with
communist ethics and morality. On the other hand, by improving
the workers” working and living conditions and raising their profes-
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sional skill and cultural standards, each man’s contribution to the
collective is augmented.

2) To further enhance the role of the work forces, we should
constantly see to their development and improvement. There are
many problems to be solved in this respect. I will dwell on only
some of them:

a) The Party, state, trade union and economic organs should
properly regulate relations within the work forces. Relations among
people in a work force depend on the technology of production, the
labor norms and the system of incentives; the plan targets, the
results of the work, the administrative directives and the internal
regulations; the work done by the Party, trade union and Komsomol
organizations. Apart from this, in a work force there also exist rela-
tions of an ideological, ethical, social, psvchological and other
character.

It goes without saying that the state of a work force, the
psychological relations within it, will be better where work is or-
ganized with precision, without breakdowns, where science-based
labor norms exist, and where internal regulations are correctly

worked out and applied. When there are flaws in the organization of

production and labor, there can be no sound work force but only
tension and discontent which have an adverse effect on the
psychological relations between people and on the entire work
force.

All this goes to show that if we want to develop, strengthen and
promote the role of the work force we must constantly see to it that
relations within it are strengthened and improved.

3) The third major problem upon which the code of labor should
dwell is setting the rules for relations between managers and
operators, between the work force and the individual worker, bet-
ween the factories and the workers.

4) The fourth problem to be dealt with in the code is concerned
with the working people’s participation in the management of pro-
duction: in what direction should it be improved?

The dralting of a new labor code should proceed from the decision
of the February Plenary Session of the Central Committee as to the
functions and the role of trade unions during the period of building
a mature socialist society. This calls for the new code to provide
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legislative endorsement for the rights and obligations of trade un-
jons today. Particular attention should be paid to the precise formu-
lation of all powers granted to trade unions in drafting, applying and
exercising control over labor legislation and protecting the rights of
working people,

It would be correct to draft, simultaneously with the labor code, a
comprehensive social security and welfare law. This is also necessi-
tated by the fact that social security is going to develop and become
security for all.

For an Improved System
of Planning and Planned Management

Comrades, the comprehensive solution to the problem of provid-
ing more fully lor the working people’s material and cultural needs
calls for perfecting the system of the planned management of socio-
economic development. The current system of planning does not
fully correspond to the new tasks connected with the attainment of
the main objective of our socio-economic development: the care of
man, higher living standards of the people and the versatile de-
velopment of the individual.

The principal shortcoming in planning consists in applying the
branch approach to almost all problems, the method of determining
the dynamics of growth rates of individual branches. The program
objective and the comprehensive approach still find no place. This
affects all indicators of our economic development adversely.

Our economy is a complex dynamic system with numerous sub-
systems. A large portion of these sub-systems are objectively exist-
ing economic complexes. At the present stage of the scientific and
technical revolution, these economic complexes assume a key role
in shaping proportions, raising the efficiency of production and
achieving the main objective of our economic development. The
narrow branch approach tends to impede the establishment of new
proportions and of a highly effective structure of the national
economy, as well as a comprehensive solution of social problems.

Planning should be further improved along the following main
lines:

First. The job of modifving the character and content of the plan



174 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

should be completed. In line with the decisions of the July Central
Committee Plenary Session and the Tenth Party Con gn.:zss the pl'-:n
should actually become a comprehensive son::ic;-osc‘.or116n’|i(‘:,deveic;\:i
ment plan. It should enable us to direct the development of i)O;'I
the economic and the social processes in our society.
| The main objective of the plan should henceforth be to secure a
rising living standard for the people, based on the continuous (;"c’—
1;-93?;J11':ent of socialist production and growing labor productivity
Second. The main approach in p]anniﬁg should be of .”1.(:‘
[)rogram—oh]'ecti\-'c type. This means that the crux of the matter in
drafting the plan should be to base and formulate the chief aims of
economic and social development for the forthcoming pfanmﬂ
period scientifically. The effective de\xclopuﬁent of the e.oonon.n-'
should be subordinated to them. Every complex, e.vel'\f" -l.‘)l‘all(_‘lrl
should have such objectives. But, in their totality all S[-)(-:C]'[.\I(‘ 'm.d
concrete objectives should be subordinated to the (’:hief‘ )l-;n t b t:
the care of man. sl il
"Il‘"hi-rcf, The entire system of planning should be based on the
principle of a comprehensive Cxaminatinﬁ, planning and SO.IU“OI}. Uf
the problems, without underestimating the branch cross-section of
the plan. . ke
Fourth. As the pracess of drafting the plan and its realization are
Closely_ connected, changes ttat occur in the situation after the adop;
“OI‘I of thez plan should be promptly taken into account. .
; 5(‘161‘1t1f1(:‘, technical and social progress leads to an ever closer
interplay of political, economic, social and technical factors of social
production. e
This, of course, does not imply a departure from stability in plans
and state norms. We shall not deviate from this prin(:ipl(’ﬂ, It is of
in‘z‘f}(n‘t(.r.nc.‘{{;‘i)r us to set up a system of reserves and to apply fr
effectively to planned management. ;
The indicated chief trends of introducing ways of perfecting plan-
ning in their totality boil down to the consistent introductionnof the
program-ohjective and comprehensive approach. '
In working out the Sixth Five-Year Plan, we endeavored to apply
Fheso methods. Experience so far has shown them to be correct
I'he task now is to bring these efforts to conclusion. R
Above all, we should intraduce clarity into the issue as to what are
the comprehensive programs. J i ik
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A point of departure in drafting a co mprehensive program should
be to work out a modern conception of how to develop a given
complex. This conception should clearly outline the aims that we set
ourselves. It should also include an analysis and an assessment of
the present state and the trends of development in the most ad-
vanced countries. In this undertaking, we should chart the main
directions of our development in the long run and the basic means
of achieving this advance. On the evidence of all these facts we
<hould work out a comprehensive program containing all the neces-
sary economic, social, technical, productive, organizational, scien-
tific and technological measures leading to the attainment of the
pre-set objectives.

The objectives of individual complexes stem from the general
objectives of social development; they take into consideration the
level attained by the productive forces and at the same time chart
new directions for their development. These objectives should cor-
respond to the main trends of the present-day scientific and techni-
cal revolution.

This means that the comprehensive programs should be made not
for individual kinds of production, not for semi-finished or total
production, but for the final products with which a certain complex
takes part in the over-all process of reproduction.

The separate national program or groups of programs should be
elaborated for large complexes, including in terrelated branches and
lines of production, whose development is compre hensively coordi-
nated by these programs. It should be noted that complexes of this
kind exist objectively in the national economy.

The task now is for them to become the basis of comprehensive
planning and management.

Several interbranch economic complexes (though not organiza-
tionally constituted), united by a common objective, by homogene-
ous production or by close cooperation in their production proces-
ses. have already taken shape in our country. The steam-power
generating complex, the petrochemical, metallurgical, transport,
construction and other complexes of interrelated branches are typi-
cal examples.

The need arises for the formulation of criteria enabling us to
classify a certain branch under this or that complex. Evidently, the
main guide line should be the final result that unites many produc-
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tion lines of various branches into one production cycle and hence
into one production complex, as well.

The emergence of distinct large complexes permits us to trans.
cend the narrow framework of branch plan ning, to chart the most
effective ways of solving the important economic problems on which
the successful development of the entire economy depends.

The programs for the development of individual complexes
should be long-range in character, i.e., covering the entire time
limit for achievement of the goal set before a complex.

The inclusion (in toto or in part) of different economic branches,
sub-branches and activities into interbranch national complexes
predetermines the key role of the economic methods of guidance in
planning and management, and it considerably restricts the ad-
ministrative methods based on the branch or departmental character
of planning and management. The connecting link in the economic
relations of all subdivisions in a complex is cost accounting and the
material interests of the work lorces employed in the branches,
sub-branches and activities of a certain complex. Of course, here
again the role of moral incentives should not be under-estimated.

Naturally, the comprehensive activity of all complexes is based on
centralized planning. This has always been a settled matter with us.
Proceeding from the objectives of social development, the central
organs of planning should establish limits for the fundamental re-
sources (including centralized capital investments) which are neces-
sary for the development of interbranch complexes, as well as the
foremost guiding indicators in kind and in cash for the manufacture
of the final product. At the same time, the organs for the manage-
ment of complexes should be empowered to maneuver with the
resources so as to be able to use them reasonably in implementing
the adopted programs most effectively.

The importance of the program-objective and com prehensive ap-
proach to planned management in our country calls for the forma-
tion of a strong team of scientists and experts of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, the Academy of Public Administration, the
higher educational establishments and the organs of planning. The
team should work out the theoretical and methodological problems
of the application of this approach. This should be done within
reasonable time to ensure that it is fully applied to the elaboration
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and implementation of the Seventh Five-Year Plan and the long-
range plan up to 1990. : L

The questions of further improving the structure of the
pr}pulation’s income acquires greaF import.-mc'e at l‘hcl pre se\:nl sta.igt_'.,
We must devise a correct policy from the point of view of the ratio
hetween the size of the income received from Iahtl)r in Ithc sectors
and activities of social production and the size of the income re-
ceived from social welfare funds, on the one hand, and, on the
other, between the size of the income from social production and
that of the income from the personal farms.

In this connection, we must substantially improve the wh'ole
practice of planning and regulating the structure of the working
people’s income. Wil ‘

The structure of our national economy and the distrllnmqn of
labor resources by sectors directly influences the sue of the
population’s income. For this reason, already under the Sixth, and
especially under the Seventh Five-Year _Pi-cm, we must w"ork out a
special program for the improvement of the structure of .cmpl(})-'-
ment and of the influence of this process upon the rise of the real
income of the working people.

Rise of Wages and Intensification of the Stimulating Role
of Remuneration According to Work Done

Under the Sixth and the Seventh Five-Year Plans wages will
continue to be the basic lever in economically Stil'[‘ll.ll'cltillg't]'lﬁ work-
ing people to a more active participation in social production and to
raising the social productivity of labor.

In this connection, a series of problems will have to be consecu-
tively solved.

Fi?".&'i, a new conception on wage raises will have to be wo-rk_ed out.

If we want to stimulate a rapid rise in labor productivity, the
average annual growth rate of the wage must be higher than the
present one. :

The second major problem connected with the increase of the role
of wages and of working people’s income is to create a new and more
effective method of regulating the basic wage.
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What are the main goals which this reform should pursue?

1. We must create better unity in the evaluation of types of work
according to complexity, strain and the conditions under which they
take place. :

2. We must create prerequisites for the elimination of all elements
of wage-leveling. :

Our task now is more precisely to reflect, through the wages, the
differences in the complexity and the conditions of work, securing
higher wages for those who have higher qualifications.

3. The basic wage should become a sufficiently flexible
mechanism for the evaluation of the individual abilities o f the work-
ing people.

4. The last but not least important task of the forthcoming budget
and rates reform is to link the growth of the basic wagé to the
results, to the social productivity of labar, most closely.

Under the Sixth and the Seventh Five-Year Plans, lh'e network of
hostels and boarding schools should be extended. The problem of
school canteens and refreshment counters, to be supplied with the
necessary quantity of suitable warm foods and fresh snacks, should
be solved. District, urban and village People’s Councils and our
whole public should pay particular attention to this problem and
resolve it.

All children attending the elementary schools should be granted
textbooks free of charge as of the 1973-74 school year. /i

The children of mothers who are university students and who do
not have adequate housing facilities should get priority in children’s
establishments. - ;

The plan for the construction of student hostels should annually
comprise a larger number of family dwellings for the accommoda-
tion of student families.

The executive committees of the People’s Councils should annu-
ally set aside 30 per cent of the newly built state housing for the
accommodation of needy young families.

The problem o f pensions is an important one for our social policy.
We should pursue a line of gradually gr‘(mti-ng cooperative ﬁ’;rme‘rs
the same pensioning conditions as industrial and office workers, and
of adjusting the old pensions to the changing .S'Oc.'ir)—er:on.;omz'(;

conditions, A
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It may be possible, as early as 1975, to grant cooperative farmers
the same pensioning conditions as industrial and office workers.

The discrepancies between old and newly allotted pensions is a
major social problem. It would be proper under the Sixth Five-Year
Plan to update all the pensions allotted under the Pension Law prior
to December 31, 1970. After 1975 the leveling of old pensions
should be periodically (under every five-year plan) attuned to the
new ones, depending on the changes occurring in the labor income
of the active population and on our possibilities.

All these measures are objectively necessary but they require
quite a lot of money. The question arises: what should be done to
cover the expenditure needed to raise pensions? There can be only
one answer: through the legislation on pensions we must increase
the national fund of working hours and achieve a higher effective-
ness of labor which, in the final analysis, will contribute to an
increase of our national income.

The improvement of pensions should go hand in hand with im-
provements in the sphere of temporary disability indemnities.

More attention should also be paid to the problem of vocational
rehabilitation, qualifications and re-qualification of persons with an
impaired capacity for work. This too is a major social problem.

It is also urgent that we solve a number of problems in the sphere
of social welfare. As early as 1973, we should introduce social
pensions for people over 70 who are without an income and for
people who have been invalids from birth or from childhood; we
should also increase the monthly allowances to those entitled to
social assistance.

Another task in this sphere is the development of the social wel-
fare establishments for people unable to get along in society by
themselves or with the aid of their relatives. They should be divided
into several major groups: institutions for the aged, for invalids and
people suffering from chronic diseases, and for physically or men-
tally handicapped children and adolescents.

In view of the continuous increase of the percentage of persons
who are no longer able-bodied, the high employment of the active
population and the formation of separate households of workers and
their families, the problem of the care of the aged becomes ex-
tremely pressing. The network of social institutions of this nature
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should be considerably extended during the forthcoming five-year

periods.

III. FULLER SATISFACTION OF EFFECTIVE
DEMAND FOR CONSUMER GOODS

Comrades, the satisfaction of the effective demand of our people
for consumer goods and services is yet another major problem in our
social and economic policy.

The problem of the ratio between monetary income and the sup-
ply of consumer goods is not only an economic one. It is also a
political, ideological and social problem. Many aspects of our gen-
eral policy touch upon it.

The task of adjusting the volume and the structure of the supply
of consumer goods to the effective demand is obviously a complex
and difficult one. It calls for much time and for considerable funds.
On the other hand, a comprehensive approach to raising the general
standard of life presupposes in essence a new conception in this
sphere as well.

The main elements of this conception are to be found in the
decisions of the Tenth Congress and in our Party Program. The task
now 1s to specify and approve the ways of its implementation as of
1973. What should be the pith and marrow in the solution of this
problem?

1) Greater production of consumer goods should become a
nation-wide task. The local “greater achievement” plans should also
be subordinated to it. Every state trust, enterprise, agro-industrial
complex, cooperative farm. every work force should strive to tap
new reserves so as to sharply increase the production of consumer
goods and services in 1973,

The development of production is not an end in itself, and we
must get rid of this notion. In principle, the content, volume and
structure of the production of consumer goods must be determined
by the structure, volume and effective demand of the population,
The activity of the other sectors of our economy must be subordi-
nated to this,

In this connection, we should work out and adopt a comprehen-
sive system of dynamic consumption norms, corresponding to the
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degree of satisfaction of the needs of our })‘{.’.O}J!’(’, as .s",r_)eciﬁ(ecf’ )by {i:e
central organs, and corresponding to their puw_:hre.s-ang power. We
do have certain norms at present, but 111{.3}-' are l'l(']\’\-"11‘1&1(1(.‘f_{llltlte.\ =
The task now is to establish norms of c:onsumptlonIu.‘hich..u,al
correspond to effective demand and will serve as a startin g;fmuf ;n
the planning of production and inlihe orientation O_ff}.i.e sale t’)-f r ;er
output. Once we have decilde.d to increase thlt' pu.r(rhas_mg pol\rx-.ertlo
our people, we must first of all, on the basis of these_ncn ms, plan }]t‘
necessary resources fully to balance this purchasing power. Ti(:‘
distribution of our national income, aceumulation and consumption,
the distribution of capital investments by branches tlTrl_d‘Sl.llb*
branches should also be subordinated to this requirement. This is a
key problem! Loy i e
When speuaking of the global criterion in our policy on iy f]lg
standards, we have in mind, above all, the creation of r_:rm.dfm?n.s
which will help prolong the life of people to ;‘fhrf natural i:?i?zr.si_,
preserving their intellectual and physiological ‘]‘r{r(_:{*s to !he'mmt
imum until old age. We must, therefore, pay partic uh}r.attc-znhon to
the elaboration of consumption norms. It is not suﬂl(:]ent' to hd\(‘i
more goods on the markel; our purpose is to put both .mlt:%‘l:rmn 'd..[.l(
the life of our people, their living conditions, on a scientitic base.
We must clarify our conception of the de\-o]c)m}‘lent of the pm—‘
duction of capital goods (group A) and the [JT_’OdllC'tlUl’l of co:.151.1mell
goods (group B) in industry. Both our policy in l_hn 15;phere i..)i"(.:‘kl‘JOIt
and import and the satisfaction of the population’s needs 111 L()I-l—
sumer goods depend upon the ratio and the growth rate of these two
g'(é;'i);‘ IPau't\_-' stands on Marxist positions as re g,m‘dls the growth_mtes‘
of these two groups. The priority de\-‘cil()pme n't of tht_‘ pmductmhn.lof
capital goods finds its economic justification in the IT-I(;II‘(;I!"‘L.‘SIE‘IL“.J.{ lln.
technological level of production and lahorh ;)roductl\-:t}- as t.]-e.
necessary bases for improving the general living standards. This
does not’imp]y, however, a widening of the gap between the growth
rates of Groups A and B, On the other Ihand, it would not be ‘w‘mlﬁg
for the growth rate of the production of consumer gééds to O\-'.(El?-ll (::
that of the production of capital goods in some years, dcpcnt‘mlgﬁ_'
upon the needs but without this necessarily turning into a steady

trend.
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Bearilng in mind this principle about the ratio between the growth
rates of groups A and B, we consider that it would be correct, ever
under the Sixth Five-Year Plan, to seek ways and means 0]; i.n’cr.e'l.']
ing the production of consumer goods by utilizing most C{Tecti\-'.(:ll‘)_-'
the available capacities, by regularly sui]plying t?‘l(! necessary 11\:
and prime materials and steadily improving the organization aflabor
and production. . f !

When we want to extend the range of goods, we must not turn
Pmducti(m costs into a fetish. In some cases it might be necessary to
increase production costs when introducing the production c.)f new
goods with new quality indicators and when improving the quality
of the existing goods. ¥ el

Naturally, society does not suffer losses as a result of these higher
pl‘od uction costs, because higher consumer values are created, lead-

ing to a saving in raw and prime materials and labor. o

We should reassess our conception of the quality of goods for
export and for the domestic market. Both should be of ilf h
quality—and this has not always been the case. In the future rf)
should have a single standard and the same conditions ﬁ)r the J)?‘o{;
ducti{m and acceptance of consumer goods, both for the dome{st"
and for the foreign market. : ) ' Khit

When speaking of the quantity, quality and range of goods, our
attention should be focused on the conception of the po ptiim‘ !y;)e 6 f
(':ommodirf'ie.su Our Party worked out this highly important problem
in good time. Unfortunately, neither in planning nor in production
and trade, have measures been taken to ensure its adequate ;,0111-
tion. As a result, the range of popular type commodities (m. the
market is very small indeed. No one can object to the increase of the
production of luxury, fashionable and expensive goods. Once we
have a differentiation in incomes, these goods, too, should be on thé
market. The care of man however, means, above all, the care of the
needs of the millions of working people. For this re,ason both pro-
duction and trade should give priority to augmenting tl;e quantity
and improving the quality and variety of the pnpular;tvpe goods ;

In this connection, we must introduce an obligatory ;m‘nimum ‘o’r‘
the types of goods that the enterprises should pm.dueo and an
obligatory minimum range in all the warehouses and sh:)ps. This
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calls for a new system of planning and management of the range of
the popular-type goods.

[ believe that it would be appropriate to entrust the Ministry of
Home Trade and Services with the planning and the regulation of
the range of popular-type goods.

We must also change our attitude towards the Plovdiv Trade
Fair! and the model exhibitions at which we display consumer
goods. Most of them arouse in all of us pride and satisfaction at our
potentialities and okill. It has now become a vicious practice, how-
ever, that very little of what is shown at the Fair appears on the
market. This should no longer be tolerated. Henceforth, even dur-
ing Fair time, the state trusts-producers, together with the trading
and supply organizations and the planning organs, should work out
measures for the introduction and mass production of the exhibits
shown at the Plovdiv Fair and the specialized exhibitions.

The problem of maintaining a permanent balance between the
production of consumer goods and the eflective demand for such
goods makes it necessary not only to increase production but also
radically to improve the forms and the ways of linking production
with trade.

Comrades, the population’s demand for consumer goods cannot
be met fully on the basis of domestic production. This is proved not
only by our own experience but also by the experience of all ad-
vanced countries. Unfortunately, in a number of places there is still
theorizing, slackness and hesitation with regard to this problem.
Some people would like to solve it only on the basis of our national
production. Others consider the extension of the import of con-
sumer goods as a “heresy” and a “consumer approach”; as a result,
imported goods in our country account for a mere 6 to 8 per cent of
our trade. while in the other socialist countries this percentage is

between 13 and 17 per cent.

The current Plenum must resolutely oppose these erroneous
views and adopt an extensive program for the development of integ-
ration in the sphere of the production of consumer goods. Where

1 Plovidiv Trade Fair: traditional trade lair that began in 1592 in the town of Plovidiv,
which now has become a large, international annnal event.
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should we now place the emphasis, what conception should we
adopt with regard to the different problems so that integration
might contribute to the utmost in an improvement of the general
living standards under the Sixth and especially under the Seventh
Five-Year Plan?

First. The further development of integration should not be con-
fined to increasing the export of consumer goods and to checking on
the expansion of the country’s commodity stocks.

The main elements in integration should be the joint or indepen-
dent building of large capacities on the basis of the specialization per
types of production; the joint solution of the problems of the techni-
cal level, the raw materials and the purchase of licenses. On this
basis we must secure conditions for a rapid growth in volume, an
extension of the range and an improvement of the quality of con-
sumer goods. There is and there can be no other criterion,

The further development of integration in other spheres as well
should be subordinated to this guideline — in machine building,
the chemical industry, metallurgy, ete. Particular attention should
be paid to the increase of the resources for export in group A, both
for the socialist and non-socialist countries, in order to reduce the
export of consumer goods in exchange for capital goods.

Special attention should be paid to cooperation and collaboration
with the developing countries. Against the export of complete plant,
machines and services, we can get from them much greater quan-
tities of raw materials for light industry and manufactured goods of
the light and food industries,

Second. We must introduce a new conception on the import of
consumer goods. In the future we must pursue a policy of reducing
the export of consumer goods, in which the domestic demand is not
fully met, against the import of capital goods. We must increasingly
acquire the latter by exporting capital goods. Within the framework
of socialist economic integration we must pursue a policy of increas-
ing the export of consumer goods, for the production of which our
country possesses sulficient raw materials and for which domestic
demand has been met.

In the future, exports above the plan are to be made only with the
permission of the Ministry of Home Trade and Services. On the

e ; &
For Radical Improvement in Living Standards 185

other hand, as of 1973, we must forbid the export, above the plan, of
consumer goods that are in shortage. Bl

Third. The system of cooperation, both with the socialist and the
non-socialist countries, on the exchange of the range Qf}__{{')lt}(f-S' ,s-f'aglufd.
be decisively improved and in such a way as to prfzf:‘-(mf, in the jmlmj'
analysis, a reduction in the volume of fhe‘ commodity stocks, 1.::.‘":.:.{3
sz'm.u‘ftarwousfg increasing the range of goods on the domestic

market. e
The system of exchange should not have an ad hoc and accidental

character, but should become a component of the import-export
pld(l)]i'hct' forms of cooperation should also be used. Thus, fo_r exam-
ple, the opening of a network of stores on a reciprocal l?asw in our
country and in other countries for the sale of goods typical of each
country should help broaden the range of goods. 2

These conceptions should be applied gradually in specifying the
1973 plan and then the 1974 and the 1975 plans. Undoubtedly we
shall encounter difficulties, since contracts have already been
signed. By compensating with other g,uods? however, we must_ r(':—
duce the export of goods that are in great shortage on the %10.}(1'It.'5t1€‘
market. In order to maintain the currency balance, the .\-[nnstl:.\-' .Of
Machine-Building, the Ministry of Heavy Industry and other minis-
tries and corresponding state trusts should take measures to o
crease through their local plans the production of goods in short
supply in the first place. 9]

On the basis of all these steps, we must ensure that the relative
share of imported goods on the domestic market .attams 10 per cent
in 1973 and 15 per cent in 1975. During the period covered by the
Seventh Five-Year Plan this percentage should be between 20 and
95 Tn the future these indicators should be planned, controlled and
accounted for like the other indicators of the plan.

IV. THE POLICY ON THE HOUSING PROBLEM

Comrades, the housing problem is one of the most acute soc:‘lal
problems not only in Bulgaria but all over the world. All countries
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are tackling this social problem that faces contemporary mankind.

Throughout the period of socialist construction, in spite of the
poor legacy we received from bourgeois Bulgaria, our Party and the
people’s government have been paying attention to housing con-
struction and creating conditions for its development. Over the
1945-71 period, some 1,403,000 dwelligs were built in the country,
with 62 million square meters (sq.m.) of floor space. Sixty per cent
of the nation’s housing stock has thus been renovated.

Housing construction is one of the key problems in raising the
general living standards. In Bulgarian towns, 1,350,000 families live
in 1,101,053 dwellings.

The Party’s strategic target in the field of housing is a separate,
comfortable and well-appointed dwelling, measuring up to the
standards of the developed socialist socicty, for every [amily, and a
separate room in the house for every family member.

The greatest eflorts have to be made in this connection so as to
increase the number of dwellings under the Sixth and Seventh
Five-Year Plans.

As early as 1970, the Politburo of the CC adopted a program for a
radical solution of the housing problem in the next ten to fifteen
vears.

What should be done to solve this problem?

First, the task now is to overcome shortcomings and to make up
the time lag. The building of the planned number of dwellings
should by all means be ensured under the Sixth Five-Year Plan, on
the basis of the introduction of new technologies in construction,
and ways and means should be sought to overfulfill the plan.

While drafting the Seventh Five-Year Plan now, funds and
capacities should be ensured by the introduction of new tech-
nologies for the building of 600,000 dwellings.

Second, the question of the size of a single dwelling should be
solved. This is quite a complex problem. Account should be taken of
both the present and future housing needs. It would be right under

the Sixth Five-Year Plan to build dwellings of an average size of 80
sq. m. of floor space, with the funds set aside for the purpose.
Under the Seventh Five-Year Plan the size of dwellings should be
increased, fixing the average floor space at 85 sq. m.
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The furnishing of the dwelling should be in close functional con-
pection with its plan and should contribute to its beauty m.]d com-
fort. All dwellings should be built and deli\-'ereq complete \’V.ltl'l basic
interior decoration even during the current five-year period, and
especially during the next one. : ‘ i
Third, another essential in the solution of the h0u.‘;1r‘1g proble;m is
the use of a comprehensive approach in the building of new %‘emde\n-
tal areas. At present we are stepping up the constructlfm of a
qumber of new housing districts, while lagging behind, quite seri-
ously. in the building of sanitation and other facilities. ‘ .

The new housing construction should meet all n‘eeds of public
life, now outstanding, and should become a basis {(_nl ‘lhe aradual
establishment of a communist way of life. Regardless of its scale, the
new housing construction should be adapted to the whole coml?!ex
of external conditions, to the necessary system of providing services
to the population. It is necessary to plan the begt loc\:atxon li.)i"«"l“
public establishments and their optimum combination for servicing
the population.

Ffu-ith_ the solution of the housing problem should 'ne based also
on the iges practices in the deployment of prodluc:tivt? h;r_ccs on t}_m
country’s territory. We have large reserves of housing in the‘. vil-
lages. \\'ns and means should be sought for th‘e ﬁ.ﬂler use of that
dwelling stock. On the other hand, wherevgr l(:‘!aSIhltl‘., various ac-
tivities should continue to be moved out of towns with a housing
shortage, or new production capacities should be created where the
dwelling stock is not being used well enoug]ll.\

Fifth, this is the problem of the sources qi 'hmds a‘mdﬁm ('ane.ll'-
ship of dwellings. Proceeding from the conditions pre\:mhng in .‘Bu .
garia, the Politburo of the CC considers that the‘ savings of the
population should continue in future to he used {m" ]101‘15Tng con-
struction. On June 30, 1972, the number of those saving for a rElome
was 359,082, with 1,065.9 million leva saved, including 99,107 per-
sons with 287.7 million leva for Sofia. )

On the other hand, it is necessary to conduct a strictly defined
policy in the building and allocation of state d\fcllingl,s. :

Sixth, greater social justice should be estab]lshed in the rcnt.l.n_g
out of the existing privately owned dwelling stock. The speculative
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approach to the setting of rents and the sale of real estate must be
stf}ppe(‘l. In cases of abuse, confiseation of the dwelling and eviction
of the offenders should be carried out.

Parallel with the accelerated construction, serious attention
should be paid to the provision of housing with sanitation and other
facilities; the equipment of dwellings with furniture and consumer
durables and the system of repairs and ma intenance o f the dwellin ,c_{

V. WORKING HOURS AND IMPROVEMENT
OF CONDITIONS OF WORK

1. Towards a Shorter Working Week

Comrades, with the victory of the socialist revalution, our Party
has already firmly pursued the policy of establishing an .eight—hou;r
vaork day, and subsequently reducing working hours on night shifts
for those working in hazardous conditions and for workers Ender l-;%
years old, The working hours on Saturdays and days before holid av.s
were reduced by two. While all this wus being accom plished, the
wages of industrial and office workers were maintained intact.

The problem of the duration of work time is a large and complex
one. It has to do, first of all, with the national fund ofwarking tim(-*,
in the course of the year. In this way it is organically ('ormectea with
the volume of output and of all types of 1&(.-ti\-‘it'ie’s that should be
performed within the limits of that fund. Tt is also closely linked to
the problem of labor productivity, and the intensity of labor. '.Fh(.:
ratio between working time and free time is an il'np.-:)rtant index of
people’s living standards. It is a well-known Marxist fbrmulaéion
that the wealth of society is measured in terms of the amount of free
time of its members. A

The Tenth Congress of the Party pointed out that if we create the
necessary conditions we can go over completely to shorter working
hours, even under the Sixth Five-Year Plan. ¥ .

What should be done to reduce working hours? How should we
accomplish this difficult undertaking without allowing any hitches 1'11.
the progress of the economy? e

First, it is necessary to prepare the proper production and techni-
cal conditions; to guarantee a transition to a five-day week while the
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local “greater achievement” plans will be fulfilled in volume,
nomenclature, range of goods, labor productivity and quality of
output.

Second, the switch-over to a five-day week should not be allowed
to be accompanied by a wage reduction or an increase in the
number of industrial and office workers.

Some disregard of this principle may be allowed in certain
branches of the service industry only (transport, trade, public cater-
ing and others).

Third, the switch-over to a five-day week calls for a thorough
preliminary preparation for a transformation of the internal organi-
sation of work in the enterprises. In this connection, one of the
crucial problems is the abolition of overtime.

Fourth, workers in all branches of material production (excluding
agriculture) and in the nonproductive sphere (excluding education
and public health) will change over to a five-day working week.

Fifth, the transition to a five-day working week will be done in
stages by districts on the basis of a special plan and timetable
adopted by the Government.

It is proposed that the five-day week have 42.5 hours, and the
duration of the working day will be established according to the
corresponding timetable.

The reduction of working time does not always entail an increase
in free time. The real free time depends on social and personal
organization, on the existing conditions for the proper performance
of activities characteristic of the time outside working hours. It is in
this direction that we have many and varied problems awaiting
solution.

The first one is the large amount of time spent in household work:;
and too much time is still lost in commuting to one’s place of work.

The task now is to take measures not only to increase the amount
of nonworking time, but also of the real free time of people. From
that point of view, all irrational use of free time should be firmly cut
down. The most effective use of nonworking time and increase of
the proportion of real free time depends primarily on the sphere of
the services. The transition to a reduced working week and the

rational use of free time bring to the fore another major social issue:
the radical improvement of holiday errangements.
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A fundamentally new concept of the working people’s recreation
should be worked out: holiday houses should be built in a new way;
mountain villages, now practically deserted, are especially suited
for recreation and tourism, as well as for setting up child-care estab-
lishments. They should be used on a more massive scale, and public
villa construction should develop more widely.

It is necessary to create new forms of recreation, weekend and
weekly. It is time to streamline the management of the holiday
system by the gradual concentration and integration of its adminis-
trative and economic functions: supply, transport, servicing, etc. A
new policy is also needed in the construction of new facilities.

Measures to reduce working time, changes in the pattern of work
and leisure time, reduction of the ways of spending non-working
time that are not rational from a social point of view, lengthening
free time and organizing recreation, should become important com-
ponents of the nation’s plan and of the social development plans of
communities. These plans should be elaborated and implemented
with the active participation and control of the working people. In
this connection, the question of the protection of the natural envi-
ronment will increase in importance.

2. Improvement of Labor Conditions and
Refinement of Man-Machine Relationships

Along with the reduction of working time and the increase of real
free time, decisive measures should be taken for a further im-
provement of labor conditions. The scientific and technical revolu-
tion, the wide use of automatic systems for management and pro-
duction and other means of cybernation and automation make it
now necessary to specify what development the man-machine sys-
tem should undergo in the next few years and how in its practical
activity the Party will use the lew on the gradual and consistent
transfer of production functions from man to technical devices
under the new conditions.

As we know, many technical devices have greater “physical” and
“intellectual” capacities than an individual. For that reason contact
with them creates great tension in man, requires a reorganization or
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other changes in the rhythms of his life, and leads to great fatigue.

All this necessitates keeping close watch over the process of tech-
nical re-equipment of production, so as not to allow man to become
an appendage of the new devices.

It is also necessary to continue efforts to optimize the rate and
rhythm of the working process, to adapt places of work to man’s
anthropometric characteristics, and evolve science-based patterns
of work and rest.

For us, as builders of the most humane society, these questions
are of first-rate political and social importance. We should set about
their solution with the utmost vigor.

What is necessary in this respect?

First, to change the setting of the problem. One can no longer talk
about safe labor conditions when only individual pieces of machin-
ery and equipment are made safe. At the existing level of produc-
tion it is necessary to optimize all parameters of the working envi-
ronment.

Second, to raise the level of labor safety and sanitation should be
one of the main tasks of designers and engineers. Machines, equip-
ment, apparatus and instruments should be designed and manufac-
tured in such a way as to ensure safe and sanitary labor conditions
when working with them. This refers both to Bulgarian-made
machines and to those we import.

Third, an important prerequisite for the improvement of labor
conditions in newly built and operating enterprises is the availabil-
ity of the necessary kinds of highly effective technical equipment
and material for optimizing the working environment, means of pro-
tection and special working clothes. The supply of technical means
and material for the optimization of the parameters of the working
environment and of the equipment for the worker’s personal protec-
tion is a task of prime importance. Its over-all solution should be
ensured step by step during the 1973-75 period. .

In the complex of changes associated with the introductim‘\ of
ergonomics, for observing standards of sanitation and labor safety,
the subjective factor is of particular importance. This nwke.g it
necessary to build a system for the training of specialists on labor
safety and sanitation.

Another way of raising the standard of labor protection is the
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proper choice of vocation. Vocational selection is now done for only
some trades in the field of transport. Its full introduction in the
training and distribution of cadres requires a thorough study and
analysis of the specifics of the various trades, identification of the
precise qualities that a particular trade demands of the work, and a
study of the individual psychological features of every worker.

VI. IMPROVEMENT OF THE SYSTEM OF
PUBLIC SERVICES—AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN
RAISING GENERAL LIVING STANDARDS

1. On a New Approach to the Development
and Management of Public Services:

Comrades, The general standard of life depends directly on the
state and development of the services. Their role will be greater all
the time. That is an objective, law-governed phenomenon, deter-
mined by a number of causes.

Bringing the system of services into line with the tasks of raising
the general living standards requires, first ol a change in the ap-
proach to determining the place, role, rates, processcs and struc-
ture of services to the population.

This has made it necessary to work out, on a fundamentally new
basis. the Basic Theses of the Improvement of the System of Public
Services in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, which were adopted
by the State Council.

How should these problems of public services be handled?

a) It is necessary to build a single system of public services that
should cover the whole complex of services in the various territorial
units and at the different levels.

In this connection it is essential to work out a system of norms,
defining at what level, on what territory and at what a pace a par-
ticular kind of service should develop.

b) The aggregate sphere of public service should develop throu gh
the use of modern achievements of science and technology.

The main trend in the improvement of the system of public ser-
vicing in its main varieties of a material nature should be combina-
tion, specialization and concentration.
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Along with the development of public services, conditions and

ssibilities should be created for some of the services to be per-
formed by the citizens themselves through the manufacture of the
necessary tools and equipment.

o) The cultural needs of the people will be growing very rapidly.
This calls for ever greater attention to be paid to the general de-
velopment of the servicing sphere which will ensure the satisfaction
of those needs. In this connection, the question of the material base
in the field of culture acquires particularly great importance. A great
deal has been accomplished in Bulgaria in this respect. [t is neces-
sarv. however, to take measures so that the existing material
facilities in the system of public education, the higher educational
establishments, the research institutes, as well as the theaters,
cinemas, library clubs, cultural centers, ete. can be used in the best
and most eflective way. This is a priority task that should be solved
as soon as possible.

Along with this, measures should be taken for the further planned
and pu:;pose.ﬂﬂ extension and improvement of the material tacilities
of cultural work, which should ensure full cultural services to the
population,

d) A modem form of management of the unified system of public
services should be evolved, skillfully combining the principle of
centralism with the broad development of democratic clements.

In the building and management of the complex system of public
services, the territorial principle should be adopted, taking into
account the branch features in the development of the individual
kinds of services.

¢) The formation, development and functioning of the sphere of
public services should rest on science-based dynamic norms for a
given period, which should accurately reflect society’s potential to
satisfy the population’s needs.

9 On the Further Development of Inhabited Localities
The system of public services can be improved only if based on @

clear-cut conception of the development of inhabited localities. In
this context, it is necessary to decide which settlements, affected by
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what factors, should develop faster than others, which should de-
velop slowly, and which should be left to wither away.

We should get rid of the old notion that existing settlements
should all be kept up at any cost; that every one of them should have
conditions for full employment and comprehensive services.

In applying the new approach to the development of settlements,
the demographic processes assume special importance, in particular
the rapid population increase in big cities. This is an issue with
crucial economic, social and political implications that calls for an
examination at the present plenary session.

Whereas a quarter of a century ago only 25 per cent of our popula-
tion lived in towns, today the urban population has come up to 54.7
per cent and, according to previsions, it may be expected to exceed
80 per cent of the total by the end of this century. Sofia has become
one of the cities with more than a million inhabitants, and other
Bulgarian towns have rapidly expanded, too.

For the time being at least, cities offer their inhabitants a number
of advantages. This, however, is only one facet of the matter—the
positive one.

We should clearly examine the other, negative facet, as well, vis. ;
that the overconcentration of the population in the cities leads to a
number of negative phenomena which cannot be compensated for by
the positive ones. As shown by world experience, certain of the
consequences of scientific and technical progress are impairing
normal life conditions in towns and creating a grave danger of spoil-
ing man’s environment.

For that reason precisely, the downward trend in the manpower
employed in agriculture does not require or imply that the popula-
tion thus released should congregate in the big cities, creating a
series of social and economic difficulties for society. On the con-
trary, we should create conditions for an urban way of life in the
villages in which manpower is being released from agriculture,

Qur policy of developing inhabited localities should be adapted to
general state interests. While taking a decision on one or another
inhabited locality, we should be conscious of its importance for the
national system of settlements, for the over-all socio-economic de-
velopment of Bulgaria. At the same time, we should take into ac-
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count the sum-total of conditions and factors determining the de-
velopment of inhabited areas.

On the basis of an analysis of these and other factors, ways and
means should be sought for effectively organizing the system of
inhabited localities and, above all, of curbing the excessive growth
of big cities. We should not forget that the hypertrophy of big cities
is essentially a chain process; as the cities grow, the need for their
further de\-"(:‘lnpment grows, too. Experience has shown that the
process cannot be restricted by administrative measures alone.

A new form of effective organization of the settlement network,
whose advantages we are not yet sulficiently using, is the settlement
system. In this case, the system of inhabited localities, ealle.d ag-
glomeration, whose population is united by the community of Toca-
tion of employment, recreation and public services, has to be
treated as a single unity.

The application of this form leads to a fuller use of the housing
stock in the villages and small towns, while also creating objective
conditions for better controlling the growth of big cities by adminis-
trative measures,

The over-all future development of inhabited localities should be
planned in close connection with the projects for .9(;c£r1—ec'oﬂom..ic
development and especially the spatial organization of material
production. The dialectic relationship between ‘labm' resources and
production capacities places the development of the gett]emcnt Sys-
tem in close connection with the general scheme of territorial dis-
tribution of the productive forces. There is a similar interconnection
with the system of complex services. These important conditions
should find their place in the process of territorial planning, an
important element of which is the question of the development of
inhabited localities.

3. Creation of Modern Home Trade and Public Catering—
an Important Trend in Service Development

The fuller satisfaction of people’s needs calls for special attention
to be paid to home trade and public catering,
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At every stage of socialist construction, our Party has taken steps
to develop and improve trade and public catering. On that basis,
especially after the April 1956 Plenary Session of the CC, a com-
paratively high annual growth rate of trade was established. The
trade services expanded considerably in scale. Still, trade and pub-
lic catering continue to lag behind the over-all socio-economic
growth rate. The rapid modernization of home trade and public
catering is not only an economic, not only a commercial issue, but
also one of highly political, ideological, social and educational
significance.

We should bring home trade and public catering into line with
the Party policy of over-all satisfaction of the people’s needs. In
order to cope with that task, we should solve several important
problems.

First, Create a comprehensive system of shopping services so that
the population can satisfy its needs of consumer goods and trade
services easily at any time. This implies a good knowledge of con-
sumer demand both on a national scale and by regions. It is high
time for consumer rescarch to be placed entirr:l\-’_ on a Scientiﬁc
basis. ’

The survey of consumer demand from the point of view of the
operative regulation of trade makes it necessary to introduce as soon
as possible an automated system of controlling trade in kind and
goods stocks. In this way, rapid and systematic information will be
ensured about the movement of goods by shops and regions in the
country, and trade will be able accurately and promptly to feed back
to production information about which ranges and kinds of goods
sell quickly and which find no market, so that production may pro-
vide goods that are sold on the market and not just goods in ge{leral.

Second. The material and technical base of trade services should

be linked with the use of modern scientific research in the fields of

economics, organization and management, technology, commodity
research, etc. The main trend in that respect should be a most
effective use of the available material base, including the necessary
reorganization, regrouping and introduction of modern tech-
nologies.

The further development of the material and technical base of
trade services should be placed on a normative basis and closely
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linked to the general scheme of the territorial development of pro-
ductive forces, and to the development of settlements and the build-
ing of the over-all complex of public services.

Third. The organizational forms in the sphere of trade and public
catering should be improved, and on that basis the cultural standard
oftrade services should be raised to the level of the most advanced
countries.

World practice has shown that not only in industry but in the
sphere of circulation, too, a policy of concentration should be fol-
lowed by creating large-scale integrated warehouse facilities and
building large shops that provide the population with a wide range
of goods.

In the field of trade in durable goods, it is necessary to continue
the policy of building large department and specialized stores, w ith
a view to a comprehensive satisfaction of consumer needs;
specialized shopping services, bringing together and connecting the
purchase with the service of goods and improving the cultu ral stan-
dards of shop services.

The principal form of retail trade should be self-service so that by
1980 most of the turnover will be occurring in self-service shops.

The form of combined and multipurpose use of material facilities
for public catering should be applied widely; for students’ and work-
ing people’s canteens, for cooked food to be delivered to schools, to
various social events, parties, etc. A conception should be worked
out for the rapid building and development of automatic shopping
facilities. In the system of public catering, semi-finished foods
should be used widely and shopping facilities should be combined
with canteens.

The system of services in the field of public catering should be
approved.

Fourth. The further rapid development of home trade and public
catering calls for the introduction of radical improvements in the
system of planning the goods turnover and stocks, in the links of
trade with production, and in pricing, as well as in the development
of an economic mechanism of trade management ensuring the mar-

keting of goods most convenient for buyers, with the most courteous
service and without any delays or bureaucratic restrictions.

Ensuring stability in supplying the population presupposes the
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existence of the necessary stocks of goods and a smooth flow of goods
of the necessary range into the shops.

[t is imperative to improve the operation of shops as a basic unity
in the system of trade servicing and public catering. :

Fifth. The problem of personnel in trade and public catering
should be solved in a new way. The underestimation of the occupa-
tion of trade should be overcome by imparting a new content to it.
The shop assistant, the public catering staff, should assist and advise
the working people in meeting their needs.

Sixth. The development of trade and trade services should be-
come a national concern involving all the people. All branches of the
nation’s economy should share in the responsibility.

Seventh. In working out dynamic norms, the salaries and the
number of those employed in trade should be increased so as to
ensure much higher cultural standards of servicing.

4. For Improved Health Services

An important prerequisite for raising the living standard is the
constant concern of the Party and Government for promoting the

nation’s health. During the period of people’s rule the number of

beds in hospitals and sanatoria has ineased considerably, but the
population’s needs for hospital services have not yet been met.

The development of tehnical progress and the creation of new
methods and techniques of prevention, diagnosis, treatment and
rehabilitation call for an increase in the funds spent on meeting the
needs of up-to-date medical equipment, apparatus and devices.

As for the body of doctors, their number and proficiency make it
possible to a great extent to ensure high quality and easily available
medical aid. What is needed, however, is, on the one hand, the
correct distribution and, on the other, an increase in the efficiency
of the work of doctors. To this end, and in order to free doctors from
work that is not properly in their sphere, it is imperative for more
funds to be allocated for the introduction of up-to-date equipment
and the supply of a health network with suflicient para-medical
personnel. Even more serious attention should be paid to a
scientific organization of labor at health establishments.
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A drastic improvement in hospital services is closely connected
with a modern and scientific treatment of patients. That makes it
essential to create an optimum so-called hospital-psychological cli-
mate and comfort, without which modern treatment is unthinkable.

Parallel with the improvement of free treatment, we should con-
sider an improvement in the system of free supply of patients with
medicines. In Bulgaria, medicines for hospital patients are free of
charge, as well as for certain grave diseases and for patients staying
at home. Ways and means of a gradual transition to a free supply of
drugs for all kinds of diseases treated at home should now be consi-
dered.

5. Main Trends in the Development of Community,
Transport, Communication and Other Services

The working people’s living standards depend a great deal on the
development of community, transport, communication and other
kinds of services. These services, oo, are lagging in their develop-
ment.

What should be done to overcome the lag?

First of all, the development of community services should be
speeded up even under the Sixth Five-Year plan, and should be
adapted to the over-all development of the whole sphere of public
services. The construction of the material base should be placed on
an industrial foundation by introducing the most modern technolog-
ical devices and organization of services. Some modern and more
progressive forms, such as subscription servicing, warranty mainte-
nance, improvement of insurance coverage of certain commodities,
etc. should be applied on a wider scale.

Special attention should, as heretofore, be paid to the develop-
ment of services that free women from washing, cleaning clothes,
looking after the house, etc.

The problem of public transport has been getting more and more
acute, and this makes it imperative to review the existing growth
rates and to take prompt measures to increase the number of buses
and trolley buses. Public transport should develop especially
quickly in industrial areas, with their great congregation of indus-
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trial and office workers, and the acute need for their rapid con-
veyance at fixed hours of the day. The problem of public transport in
Sofia should find a general solution; a start should be made in this
five-year period, and this should be set as a political and economic
task.

The modern scientific and technical revolution and the further
raising of our people’s cultural standards are intimately linked to the
development of communications, and, more particularly, to the
telephone services which must be more widely extended on the basis
of new, modern solutions.

6. Introduction of Up-to-date Forms of Administration Services

The methods and forms of administrative services existing in Bul-
garia are quite outdated. Along what lines should this sphere of
services be improved?

a) The system of administrative services should be simplified by
re-evaluating the formalities involved so as to reduce them to a
rational minimum, eliminating all the red-tape elements.

b) The order in which the various kinds of administrative services
are rendered should be strictly fixed, and no state bodies should be
allowed to change it for insignificant reasons and for their own con-
venience, to the detriment of the population’s interests.

¢) The compulsory formalities for the various kinds of administra-
tive services, as well as the objectively needed changes in them,
should be made known to the population in a suitable way, in ad-
vance.

d) The working hours of offices engaged in administrative services
should be adapted to the citizens' free time.

e) The People’s Councils, as the bodies performing the greatest
number of administrative services, and the other organs of state
power should streamline the various units in such a way that citizens
receive the necessary services from one place, whereas all inquiries,
checks, ete.; should be performed as part of their official duties by
the staff of the respective office.

f) Suitable economic units should be established for comprehen-
sive administrative services which, at the request of citizens need-
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ing them, should procure the necessary administrative services for
them on their behalf and at their expense,

The modern forms of administrative services applied in advanced
countries should be studied, as well as the possibilities of introduc-
ing an auto mated system of management in administrative services.

Vil CARE AND CONSIDERATION
FOR THE PEOPLE ON THE PART 3 !
OF THE ORGANS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Comrades, when speaking of care for the people, we must take
into account not only material values, their incomes and material
living conditions. No less important is the atmosphere, the social
environment in which the free socialist worker creates and lives. In
this context, the problems of the further development of productive
relations, of socialist democracy, of securing the proper conditions
for the working people’s full expression as masters of society, and of
safeguarding the political and moral fate of every individual, assume
particular significance.

1. Further Refinement of Relations Between People and the Exten-
sion of Socialist Democracy

Here we have in mind primarily the development and refinement
of socialist relations in our society, a problem of fundamental impor-
tance.

The main link in the entire system of social relations under
socialism. their salient trait, is the relationship of friendly coopera-
tion and mutual assistance between producers having equal rights,
united by the public character of ownership and the general objec-
tive of production: to provide ever more fully for the steadily grow-
ing material and cultural needs of the working people.

Friendly cooperation pervades every single cell of our social or-
ganism and determines the relations between people. It lies at the
root of all the links of our system of public administration. It is
inherent not only in the state sector, but also in the cooperative
sector. The relationship of friendly cooperation and mutual assis-
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tance is also a powerful factor in the development of the world
socialist system.

One of the main advantages of socialism over capitalism is that the
new society provides no economic or social foundation for relations
of alienation to arise in the production process. It is common know-
ledge that under capitalism man develops as an object of production
and exploitation. Under socialism, on the contrary, exploitation has
been done away with once and for all, and the working people have
become the masters of production and management. Labor is not a
commodity. Work is directly social in character.

At the same time, we cannot fail to take into account that
remnants and traits typical of the already abolished system of aliena-
tion still linger in the individual psychology and in the conscious-
ness of factory and oflice workers, in their behavior as well as in the
organs of public administration,

Some contradictions and difficulties arise from all this, and they
call for measures to completely eliminate the conditions that gener-
ate them. .

One of the chief trends in developing and improving the system
of productive and social relations should be to further develop
socialist democracy in all directions.

What are the questions now on the agenda in this area?

a} The people should be given the greatest opportunities for more
direct participation in forming conceptions and making decisions.

There is an urgent necessity to set up a system of information,
from the grassroots up to the top, that will convey the people’s
opinions unadulterated, without sugar-coating. Only when we se-
cure a flow of timely, all-round and authentic information about the
views and sentiments of people will the Party, state and economy
management organs be able to make decisions that correspond fully
to the interests of the people and take their views and opinions into
consideration.

b) The rates of scientific and technical progress, the new tasks
linked with building mature socialism, make it incumbent on us to
further develop the collective method in decision-making and to
strengthen one-man management in their implementation. This is
an objective necessity in the development of management and ad-
ministration.
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In this respect, we are faced with the task of perfecting the state-
cum-public principle in the various spheres of administration. In
this realm we have already accumulated certain positive experience
that should be summed up.

It is no less important for us, and it is in keeping with the Leninist
principle of democratic centralism, to develop to the utmost the
democratic principle in the administration at all levels of our socio-
economic and political life.

At the same time, the principle of one-man management should
be reinforced and combined with the strict observance of obliga-
tions and rules of conduct. Failing to tighten one-man management,
centralism and discipline make the correct development of collec-
tivism and democracy an impossible task. These are interlinked
processes. We should conform all our actions to this rule.

Decisions, once democratically adopted, should be carried
through consistently and all the way. Our system should difler from
the capitalist system not only in its democratic character, but also in
its tighter organization and general discipline, founded on the
ideological conviction and class consciousness of the working peo-
ple. For this reason, discipline in our country evolves into a qualita-
tively new state, assuming the form of conscientiousness and self-

discipline.

2. Perfecting relations between Public Administration
Organs and Man in our Society

Perfecting the system of social relations shows another aspect: a
correct, socialist relationship between state organs and institutions,
and the individual citizen,

The citizen of our country communicates, and should be able to
communicate, with the state and public organs and organizations as
a free person enjoying full rights, as the full master of his country, of
his present and future. Nobody has the right, just because of possi-
ble bungling on his part, to divert a worker from his task for no
reason, to waste his time or to humiliate him through procrastina-
tion and abuse.

State and public institutions are made to serve man. We should
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organize them so that they adapt themselves to man and his needs
and not the other way round. :

On the other hand, we must take-even bolder steps to improve the
system and the ways in which people can actively take part in the
work of the organs of government and administration. The greater
democratization and the successtul functioning of the People’s
Councils depend on their ability to rely on the broad public, con-
stantly to seek its cooperation by enlisting the support of the most
active citizens. In solving problems of major importance that touch
upon the interests of the population, the People’s Couneils should
consult the mhabitants of their administrative and territorial unit.
The practice of periodical reports by the People’s Councils to their
electorate should be perfected.

The problem of how officials behave towards the working people
occupies a prominent place in the natural process of democratiza-
tion. As you know, a large army of cadres loyal to the Party and the
State has been created in our country. Life now dictates that the
style and method of work of these cadres be radically improved and
become attuned to the new tasks and conditions in our country,

In this context, we should stress the need to cultivate a number of

valuable qualities in the contemporary leader, no matter what his
rank or post:
a) political qualities:
1) to be loval to the class and the Party;
2) to have a perfect grasp of the Party and state policy and to
work for its implementation; :
3) to display a creative approach to the concrete policy elabo-
rated and pursued by the Party in his sector of work; '
4) to educate the masses in a communist spirit, and to have a
knack for working with them and organizing them;
5} to possess high moral virtues and to serve as personal exam-
ples;
b) business qualities:
1) to be able to guide and collaborate with the work force:
2) to possess the necessary training, corresponding to
present-day achievements in science and technology; Ny
3} to be [amiliar with production and to be capa-lbie of managing
it;

1
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4) to have a command of modern methods in making decisions,
in implementing and seeing them through.

These requirements call for a radical change in the existing sys-
tem of training, and especially the retraining, of executives.

We must completely stamp out practices such as promoting men
on unprincipled grounds, through favoritism, string-pulling and
nepotism.

The problem of reserve cadres, their selection, education and
training also deserves serious consideration.

As was pointed out originally at the July Plenary Session, and
later at the Tenth Party Congress, the Labor Code now in force has
evidently become obsolete and is coming into contradiction with the
new conditions and tasks of socialist construction and with the con-
temporary character of work and the consciousness of the people.

This calls for a new labor code to be prepared and adopted.
Obviously, it is not a matter of amending the code now in force, but
of working out a new act that will regulate labor relations among the
people. The new labor code should correspond to the present stage
of our development, to the new character of work and the new
organization of production, to the requirements of the scientific and
technical revolution and the new trends in the development of
socialist democracy, It should be an instrument for the education
and edification of a new man and of a communist attitude to work.
The new code should settle legal labor problems not only for the
industrial and office workers, but also for the cooperative farmers.
This will, in principle, be a new moment in our labor legislation.
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The Cardinal Task—
Higher Labor Productivity

Speech to the National Conlerence ol
the Communist Party of Bulgaria, March 20, 1972

he report to the National Party Conference has been circulated
and 1 should like to draw your attention to only some of the
main aspects of the problems proposed for consideration here.

I should like to emphasize from the very outset that it is not the
task of this conference to make an over-all review and strike a bal-
ance of the Party’s work since its Tenth Congress. Nor do we set
ourselves the task of mapping out all the main guidelines for work
and all the problems facing the Party in the next period.

This will evidently be the task of the Eleventh Party Congress.

The Central Committee of the Party considers that the National
Conference will best perform its purpose if it concentrates its atten-
tion and that of the whole Party on a single problem—that o fraising
labor productivity. That is why the report, copies ol which have
been circulated to vou, is devoted to that problem alone. All the

207
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other questions that the report touches on are subordinate to that
main problem.

Why did the Central Committee decide to submit the problem of

labor productivity to the conference for a detailed discussion?

It did so for several reasons:

First: Naturally, this is not the first time we are dealing with this
matter; it has been discussed at every plenary session of the Central
Committee devoted to economic matters, The degree of our
economy’s development, however, as well as the general world
situation, now require that we look upon the drive to raise labor
productivity as a cardinal, key problem in the fulfillment of the
Sixth Five-Year Plan, in the building of 2 developed socialist society
in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria.

Taking a sober look at matters, we must unfortunately admit that
we have not accomplished a breakthrough in this respect since the
Tenth Party Congress. It is true that the growth rates of labor
productivity in Bulgaria are among the highest in the world, but this
cannot possibly satisty us. Even with such growth rates, we can
hardly hope to catch up with the most advanced socialist and
capitalist countries.

Second: We now view this matter in the light of Lenin’s great idea
that higher labor productivity is the ch ief condition and the decisive
Jactor for the complete victory of the new sistem.

It is only by a rapid raising of labor productivity that we shall be
able to guarantee future high and stable growth rates in our
economy, to increase the nation’s economic potential, and to create
a progressive structure of social production. Only by stepping up
the growth rates of labor productivity shall we be able to augment
the national income faster and hence to raise the people’s material
and cultural standards more rapidly.

As Marxist-Leninists we know that on the world arena the historic
question “who will prevail?” will be decided ultimately in the key
sphere of social life, in the field of the economy . We have every
reason to state, therefore, that the drive to raise labor productivity
is, in the full sense of the word, a class struggle.

We are quite confident that socialism will demonstrate its com-
plete superiority over capitalism not only in the field of social rela-

Higher Labor Productivity 209

tions, not only in the field of cult‘urc and ideology{ 1;0? onl;oig
puilding a more perfect structure of the economy all‘lll ((_)) talt. \:Ut'oi‘
society, but in the field of labor l);-()(iLlli?tll\.'lt}.- as we : _‘nh(‘.'p:ttheir
this iS‘ the high rates at which the somalhst states are .rl(.m{.n:‘, o
labor productivity. Let us take Bulgaria, {(I)r exe1lrlP1e.“L;1 hot [ig{m t.o
tivity in our nation’s economy doubled m‘t(:n }:(:‘,}.11.‘1 TOm
1976. In 1972, it was 2.5 times as high as in ]960‘_. e ik
" The socialist states, and particularly the' S()V.l(-:l [{ ],ll()1]£ An{i.ﬂ
highly developed productive forces an(‘-l a solid b(.‘l_(-.‘-ll}‘;‘l ic ptn i‘j\__.(;olr
Socialist production relations offer a wide scope to .t‘e ‘mlum ]‘.m_
the masses, enabling them to take a most aetfw‘ pa.ult tr1 e M
agement of production and the government .ot lh(? st‘?tlf.],] Apisi
All these things are an earnest of tliu:: fact that we shall prevs
is particular sphere of class struggle. \ Gl
th]li'i(:zt';ﬁll\l-'i,drs;t:fiilism necds time to fully manifest its suE}e?lcth}-:
over the ca'pitalisl system, and this applies also to the.s p.hf?t 0 .::. ])::1
productivity. However, we arc duty bmmfi to dole\-'e‘:l‘,\_-t 111;( g w1
our power for an carly implementation of that \.n_.*_;tm ic tCT‘ i 48
The third reason for raising the labor prod U(?tl.\'lt‘}-' ques }!on 1: -
need to speed up the rates of'enlﬂpleting the bi.L;lLl!Ilg’(ft[: e l‘lﬂ?' c;{
{al and technical foundations of socialism in the People's Republic
Bulﬁllzla thesis about the determining role of the pmfluch\g. f{)ijc?‘s
in the development of society is, of course, as fully \3]1(1 for : 1{1 qat:ti
as it is for other countries. Therefore, in thlc ?Part}-' 1.1 oglram t1( ?Fof :
by the Tenth Congress, the main empha.sm in the L.'()‘lt}.b"LI‘ilCt::) mm(_
(l;rzveloped socialist society, and lkll’%‘:]‘ in the trun‘stljtm:ion 0[.‘ =
munism, is placed on the tasks relating to t?l(.‘ cons 11‘1(,_ A j;
material and technical foundations. Ourlal(:lue\-‘emleil]tf, .]?tl( e\;.lil;:]‘
ing the productive li)rccis and in intmd‘lc;cmi lt;‘tci ;i]i;. (tr (:hi:(; e.q};e_
ific ar ~chnical revolution are considerable; : B s sl
?iﬁl\a lif‘]ute( (;)Ill' the vears following the April 1956 Plenary Session of
he Central Committee. | ;
th;a;;tizlﬂl(::‘:, however, we take due account r.)[ the falcF tim;cr:;:
economic policy should a!;u,-‘-f:;,r;(s' i;)e acjayté;d;:}?:i:;{;l ii:i?jg;“ﬁd s
onditi ulgaria has limited material, nu : 2
(s;;ilesfm}hi:?;a:iiy the material and technical foundations of
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socialism cannot be built successfully in Bulgaria unless we partici-
pate most actively and on a wide scale in international socialist
division of labor. This is an objective law.

Our data indicate that an increasing portion of our national in-
come is generated through the participation of the country in the

mnternational division of labor. In 1973, for example, the value of

foreign trade, related to the national income, was 63.5 per cent. At
the end of the next five-year plan that figure is expected to be about
68 to 70 per cent.

The conclusion suggests itself, that if we want our participation in
the international division of labor to be effective, our products to be
competitive, and our national income from imports and exports to
kecp on rising, we must radically raise labor productivity and im-
prove the quality of goods.

The fourth consideration prompting us to effect a dramatic in-
crease in labor productivity is the shortage of manpower in
Bulgaria. The ways of increasing it are running out, Therefore we
are unable in some arcas of production, to make full use of the
existing production capacities.

What then is the answer?

It is a further intensice development of our economy, a rapid
raising of labor productivity.

Some comrades believe that the shortage of manpower can be
made up by a significant increase in the birth-rate. It is no secret
that the birth-rate in Bulgaria is low. This phenomeneon is charac-
teristic of both the capitalist states (with the exception of Japan) and
the socialist states of all countries where industrialization has
reached an advanced stage,

It is quite true that the birth-rate in the world in general is on the
increase. According to UN forecasts, if at present the world’s popu-
lation is 3,800 million by the year 2,000 it will be nearly 6,000
million. This increase, however will not be spread uniformly; it will
be mainly characteristic of former colonial countries, recently liber-
ated.

As you know, a campaign to raise the birth-rate is under way in
Bulgaria. A number of measures have been taken along these lines
and, as a result, the birth-rate has started to risc. But this is a
lengthy process and more tangible results can be expected only in a
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few vears time. It should, however, be remembered th'flt thosi
born recently or in the past few years will not enter p_rr_‘aduct%on 11T1t1
15 or 20 vears from now. Consequently, even a rising l‘nrth_-xate
cannot alleviate our present difficulties relating to manpower shor-
tdgf?l._lrthermore, we are witnessing a process whereby the nration 18
growing older—mainly due to the longer life expectancy. \-’\*herea?\
before September 9, 1944, the average life expectz‘mcy 111.B|_1]ga1"1a
was about 32 vears, now it is over 70 years. Tl"his is a major 50(,"1-(1]
gain but it means that an increasing number of people are' I.lm taking
part in the reproduction process and are in need of additional care
the part of society. .
OnAt thle same time, more and more people will be needed in such
spheres as the services, education, s;cience. and Qulturfe. i
Fifth. An exccptionally important consideration of principle, ;
would say, is the following: the drive to raise labor })IO(lll(:tl\b’lt}'
rapidly stems from the nature of socialism, is dictated by th(.? .()‘b]e.(."—
tive laws and processes operating during ‘the stage of bmld.mg a
developed socialist society. The building of mature SOCl’dlls‘fﬂ is im-
possible without maximum time-saving, as Marx has mentionec ,l
]onsecpieiltl}_-', at present, the raising of labor prodlucthty is the
main link which, if we grasp it, as Lenin taught us, will enable us to
pull the whole chain. . s ;
The economic, social, cultural, ideological and political tasks o
the construction of a developed socialist society intersect and the
interests of every man, every work force, and the personal, group
and social interests meet and come to a focus. B
The shorter our time for raising the level of labor pl’(')dll(:tl\»’lt,\_"
the higher the rates of our socio-economic (]g»-‘e lo pm.lcznfc will hc.;.m_a.l
the ;y‘r.;ater our contribution to the victory of t}.le socialist systfr.n? .11:
the historic duel between the two opposing social systems, socialism
and capitalism. .
Comrades, as you see, we are now faced with an e?'t'rcmely im-
portant task. This task is, however, as {'lifficuh.l as iF is nnporta:nt. ‘It
will require much effort, hard work and cm|5C|entlousnle:\;s., “I? a;e’
quite confident that this task will be so]\If(?d succcssiu.l}.)-; all the
necessary domestic and international conditions are at hand.
What are these conditions?
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First. Bulgaria has solid material and technical found
tific potential, managers and personnel
munist vanguard.

ations, scien-
, and an experienced Com-

Second. We have entered a new stage of intern
integration and, above all, of integration with
Union, .

The course adopted by the July Plenary Session of the CC of the
BCP of all-round and close rapprochement between the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria and the Sov
new elements in the country’s ove

ational socialist
the great Soviet

iet Union introduces essentially
r-all development and calls for a
new approach to the question of raising labor produc
tion with the Soviet Union and with the other soci
us to establish a more effective structure
large enterprises with |

tivity. Integra-
alist states enables
of the economy, to build
arge serial and efficient production, with
modern technologies, to solve scientific and technical problems,
etc. jointly.

All this is a striking demonstration of the new character of mutual
relations between the socialist states—relations of comradely coop-
eration and mutual assistance. This is one of the main advantages of
socialism.

Third. The present favorable international conditions also enable
us to apply a new approach to the drive to raise labor productivity. I
am referring to the transition from the cold war to the establishment
of the principles of peaceful coexistence. I have in mind the shift in
the world balance of power in favor of socialism. I also have in mind
the higher international prestige of the People’s Republic of Bul-
garia, which has come to be accepted and increasingly appreciated
as an equal partner.

All this creates conditions for the capitalist nations to show
ter readiness to intensify economic cooperation with us.

These are, comr

grea-

ades, some of the favorable prerequisites enabl-
ing us to go about raising labor productivity in a new way and on a
new scale.

A circumstance of crucial importance is that,
task, we are relying and should rely
and technical revolution.

At a recent symposium in Moscow, scientists from the soc
states discussed the question as to whether the scientific

in solving this key
most widely on the scientific

ialist
and techni-
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.l revolution is near its end or whether i't. is 1ike_1}-’ to cmTF.illlL)lt" t1t:
::.lvna.mic course for some time to come. They d_ld n‘olt tl;lti\;.h;;(}f-
ciear—cut answer, but one thing is clear to us—smen(lr(. dml (‘hll i
ogy are developing so rapidly au'ld‘ have becm.ue such power ac
tors that they should be used as fully as possible. o
In our socialist conditions, science becomes a powe:ﬁ.z p;o{ wt\ “
force. Under socialism there is no socia.l clastc_; antagonngn. . 0::;1‘%:5 ;1‘
awhole has a stake in providing a creative climate for t elp,r.o : r.\?ice
seience and technology, and in placing them af the _peop e s ; 1 .mr;
l["he socialist production rclaticn?s open up .(iulte cxce[})llr.n\llc; ﬁim
tunities for the development of the scientific and tec ‘Imlcaf.lr_ -
ton. It is not profit, as under capitalism, but tht.’ cf;\rzr}ef“n \ (:“ {frh;
for satisfying his material and (;Fr-}f'{ll‘fli needs, that is the ma
i e in the development of science. . |
mng J:‘:;"lijl :ﬁi (itcient;il'i(.- and cultural 1'(?\.:()11:t.it)}1 eﬂccts.; 112(11(111
changes in the solution of problems in thlr: he_l‘d 0{. the C'?Ol-l;) i;\], i
cultu;‘{:? in public administration, iT‘l daily.lﬁe 1;13 wm}tl,ﬂld &
spheres of social life. It is our DO\\-'{:I‘[I‘II all‘y in the drive to bu
material and technical foundations of sncllallsm.l gy
In imperialist countries, hnwe\fer: science .m tlnle ﬂ.dtl']{;: Ll-jgin&
monopolies leads to intensifving social stresses, to intlation, rising

unemplovment, ete. e |

S('irl:llc;- introduces radical changes not (m%y in p.u1:).11(.- hfet b%t};ltlsi(:
in the mutual relations between man and his en\?l?)l,lfnt'n ‘.1 W(Ork.i
why the protection of the environment has now become :

A e
pl((];llti't]:a tew bourgeois philosophm‘s,. so(‘.iologist:‘s.lmlrd pohlllii:jx
are faced with the delemma—what is science, a bie\wn{_.__,lml“ c% L(: d(,d

Until recently, bourgeois scientists and pr(?palgan('ls? 16?;1;1.[&_
the scientific and technical revolution as a lﬂ-"lgll;ttl}l \-m,":"o,1..5.1].n)(,(,we :
ing the contradictions of capitalism -(m.d of e\f;ta_l){lls juni} L:alsi)lul.‘g.rec),ig
Those hopes have been shattered 11‘1'§t1'1e\-'a’)}-‘.. I 01\:ig Hpéjum_”
propaganda is resorting to a new ideolngmal dn'ers 1.({)":1‘. , ] ;ip'hmv -
ing with the adverse consequences of the scienti ic .dll(_‘ i Uﬂ‘;n
revolution. The radio and television, the hourg(_l‘.ms. Iple.ss,eo JIP.’%
depict science and technology as a tds_t:lml(;n1 }.:[l“ ;lit::l:f“g 0[1 tl,“.:‘

vy are attempting to suggest the o Al DL
{;:Li:x\rfhleh\v 1111:1r1g0r uiad the poverty of millions in the capitalist
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world, and of the social and class conflicts in the bourgeois coun-
tries, is not the capitalist system but the scientific and technical
revolution.

In the hands of the imperialists,
means of stepping up exploitation in the interest of the monopolies,
of strengthening militarism; it turns into a sword of Damocles dang-
ling menacingly over the world.

We, under the conditions of socialism
struggle against the adverse conse
technieal revolution, using it to augment social wealth and to ensure
man’s all-round deve lopment. We regard science as a supreme good.,

The accelerated growth of labor productivity, and even a single
step forward in any field of social life, are inconceivable without
science, without its achievements and their speedy and effective
application in moduction.

The radical changes brought by the scientific
volution and its truly great advane
proach to solving the problem of r

The scientific

science does indeed become »

» are waging an organized
quences of the scientific and

and technical re-

es call, however, for a new ap-

aising labor productivity.

and technical revolution requires a new approach to

the modernization and reconstruction of enterprises and to the con-

centration and specialization of production:
1) it requires a new approach and new

technologies in produc-
tion;

2) it requires a new approach

to the technology of public ad-
ministration;

3) it requires new solutions of the problem of fully
nation’s raw material resources;

4) it requires a new approach in the drive
of production,

All this faces us with two main tasks:

First: Without wasti ng a moment, we shoul

d start using most fully
the scientific and technical achievements of world science and tech-
nology,

utilizing the

to improve the quality

Science is international in character,
sense that every nation, big or smell,
development and enric

It is international in the
makes its contribution to its
hment. It iy international, too, in the sense
that every nation can use and apply the results of the

development
of science in other countries.
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It would be superfluous to emphasize to _this‘cgnle?‘t‘z\n‘(!c lh‘ov.v
vastly important it is for a country like ours, with l.ll'l'lli(‘.-{(. ‘u f_.:,(\)ljl! (1(:(1
to re.Iy' on the scientific 11(:1']1(:‘\-’6:1’[161’1’(‘5 {Jf't‘he advanfrf(, ;i;,?\(ﬁ?g‘q H
especially of Soviet science, on the sc1e‘.nt1hc potent]a“o_., ( lmh(
The prompt practical application of other c.‘m.m.tlles[‘l stélf:.n n.n.r
achievements does not in any way and to an}-’_ extent re (1’(‘ t?-“ i
national dignity. Only dogmatists and short-sighted p‘Efo_p C)\\-!ﬂ I(‘l:
to understand that it is neither within our plﬁ)wer nor 1is 1t_ 11{-_.(‘@3&1 \t
for us to rediscover already discovered things, that l:lll}". pelrlné 0
marking time is detrimental to socialism {m-d to the coun;r}-,l t(;n‘
versely, the more flexible and more in genious we are, the ‘l)e. f‘ll
mechanism we evolve for using foreign S(.‘Il(.’-lltlh.(_‘ and t_e.(, Tiitd,
achievements on a world level, the more rapidly wﬂ.l we r'c_uslse 1 ;011
productivity and the faster the socialist system will develop anc

ome consolidated. ;
bt‘-;-_‘;::ig‘;gti?; ia.sl'_._ no less important, is for us to properly organize
and control our own scientific front, so that it may mdke its u)tn
tribution to raising labor productivity and to the building up of a
developed socialist society in Bulguria}. i) e

We expect from our scientists (:(mmderuble ach]cyc.mﬁn s in v
development of Bulgarian science. l he task now is for a m‘l'rlm.:l
tutes, both those at the Academy of Sciences and those (JLLl?Sl(‘ ed he
Academy, to tackle the most crucial and topical pro}alem? ot .pllo 1.1;:—
tion ;-mdlpractital work. Our scientific front, our sele.nt:%hcfa;u t}e(? _.1_
nical intelligentsia, should now stand in t.he i1.‘011t ranks o 't;e .L.rllx-te
for new technologies, for new 1)1'0F111cls, for higher qualht}- ’. _I(}r_ s(;l::
ing the raw materials problem, for rau.sm'g labor proc 1}0t’1\.-1’t}«. ;,
should reduce as much as possible the di.s-frlu'zce ﬁl“om { E‘E'_r_f'se?fﬂf: ]
laboratory to the factory, from the -S'C*“»’rf-f "f“'f f-"*-'U'f*”-f‘I?FE to l‘f-f'! U.”J}f;’ "‘(;?d
tion in production and in practice. Scientific ac‘h|<-__.-t-clz?{(cnl.s .sr:;d.t
be applied in the most effective way. A stetle?mun\— ]. c f11)‘.1)“ (t
calls for the most rational utilization oi‘ the larlge f]__] n ds “f’ .ctlIE‘. alloca

ing for research, and the potential of our SClt‘Iltl{'I{;- cac .re..sr. S
Mass scientific and technical creative work and the mf)\.-m‘n.(.ill
innovators and inventors should develop on an even bl‘()'dd"?.'l sca le

What are the general conclusions I\hat can be (_'Il‘:d\Vl‘l‘ from til..s
examination of labor productivity ar |.d from the analysis of the condi-
tions and methods [or increasing it?
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First: We can now set ourselves qualitatively new tasks, much
more effective, much more productive, in the drive to raise labor
productivity,

Second: We are now able to use a new approach and new ways
and means of rapidly raising labor productivity.

Third: We should organ ically link the advantages of socialism with
the scientific and technical revolution now in progress; we should
use the achievements of modern science and technology to the
utmost and within the shortest period of time.

Comrades, the tasks we have to solve, the ways and means by
which we should achieve higher labor productivity at the present
stage, are clear, In addition, we have all the necessary conditions
and every opportunity to solve this key problem of our develop-
ment.

What matters now is to turn this opportunity into o reality. This
cannot and will not happen automatically. The conscious, organized
and purposeful efforts and actions of the subjective factor are
necessary. That is why our Party has always devoted s pecial atten-
tion to the task of raising the working people’s consciousness, in-
volving the masses in the management of production and society,
enhancing the role of the public organizations, strengthening the
scientific character of administration, as well as advancing the pres-
tige and the vanguard role of the communists, of the whole Party.

The subjective factor acquires very great importance at the pres-
ent stage of our development. The fulfillment of the com plex tasks
involved in building a developed socialist society now depends even
more critically on the training and conscientiousness of managers
and personnel and the work forces, and on the tighting ability of the
Party organizations,

Which of our problems should be given special emphasis so that
the role of the subjective factor may develo p even more broadly and
efficiently?

First: Constant and intensive care is required by the Party com-
mittees and organizations, by the ministries, the economic and pub-
lic bodies and organizations for improving the training of managers
and personnel, their conscientiousness and their sense of
responsibility. The fate of our economic plans, the drive for higher
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labor productivity, is primarily in the hands of our (:ac'lre%;. ; ;

The instruction and education, the selection and dl.lﬂtﬂl)lltl(l}‘rl of
cadres, the improvement of their qualifications, are of exceptional
jmportance now. The solution of this problem should come up to
the level of the new requirements. :

Second: Special care is needed for strengthening the work foree,
as an important cell of our social organism. A com ra‘dely @(] crea-
tive atmosphere should be developed in the work force; it shm_dcl
become a center of education and instruction and of a most active
participation in raising labor productivity. :

Third: The tightening of discipline—labor, production, plan,
technological, contract and financial discipline—assumes the impor-
tance of a [irst priority political task now, ;

We have to admit that discipline now is one of our weak points.
We continue to allow undue liberality and to connive at vioiati‘()?s of
discipline. If we do not accomplish a reversal in the l?wtter of .tl‘,gl,ltf
ening discipline, if we do not step up our educational Ia(:tn-'ltulﬂ.s
amoﬁg the working people in a spirit of conscious discipline or, in
Lenin’s phrase, “self-discipline,” many of the [ine science-based
decisions we are taking will remain dead letters. !

No leniency should.be allowed towards those who violate discipf
line, towards those who by their lack of responsibility and Sl(!\-’f:}l.\h—
ness foil the eflorts aimed at higher labor productivity and at raising
the people’s material and cultural standards. o

Fourth: The drive for higher labor productivity makes new, far
higher demands on all organs of public administration from top to
bottom and from bottom to top. : )

The role and responsibility of the Council of Ministers, ‘0% the
ministries and committees, of the state corporation, the individual
enterprises, and the People’s Councils, should be e‘nhancled. The
rights and the competence of the state and economic bodies ha\-'e..
now been specified, Tt is an achievement that the large turnover of

management in the sphere of material pmdnc‘ti(m has now b‘(r(m

ended. This stability paves the way for a more efficient control of the
work to raise labor productivity. ; .

In the work of the organs of public administration, the fol]oxnl-*mg

principle should be strictly observed in the future: the decisions
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should be taken by the person who is most competent and is able to
carry out the decisions made and bears responsibility for its im-
plementation.

Fifth: Work force extention plans? are of tremendous im portance
in mobilizing the energies and the creativity of the working people
in developing socialist emulation on a new and scientific basis.

No distortion of the work force extension plans should, however,
be allowed. We should not permit them to be deprived of those
positive, creative and innovative elements that are inherent in
them. Work force extention plans are neither temporary nor cam-
paign phenomena. They are and should be a powerful lever for
stimulating the forces and the daring of the working people, for
organizing socialist emulation, for promoting the nation-wide carn-
paign lor high labor productivity. With their help, material and
cultural incentives, personal and public interests should be com-
bined ever more skillfully,

Sixth: The strength of our Party is in its broad, strong and inde-
structible ties with the masses. The Party has always confidently
relied on the trade unions, on the Komsomol, on the Fatherland
Front, on all mass public organizations in Bulgaria. Thesc organiza-
tions have rendered a historic service for the victory of the socialist
revolution and for the building of the socialist system. At present,
too, we are relying on them completely and we are convinced that
they will mobilize the efforts of their members for the implementa-
tion of the major task being discussed by the conference.

We are conlident that our loyal ally, the Bulgarian Agrarian
Party, will continue to make its contribution to raising labor produc-
tivity and to the nation’s socialist advancement.

Seven: Our Party, the Party committees and organizations, all
communists, are once again called upon to be in the van of the drive

for higher labor productivity. Whether we shall cope with the task

assigned depends to the utmost on the work of the Party committees
and organizations, of the communists. and on their devotion and
consciousness.

Major responsibilities in the work of raising the consciousness of

' Work force extension plans, “counter plans” which the workers have adopted to
overfulfill the centrally adopted plan of production.
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communists and of all working people for their active ‘participt?tlm-{
in raising labor productivity will b(? asmu_ned by all un.lts HSC 01’3'1‘:
of Party education, of the mass information and propaganda media
and of our whole ideological tront. .

I should like here to stress another important aspect _of the .tas |
we shall be discussing at the conference. The drive frorhhlghcr .lahc.n
productivity, for the b roadest parti‘cipalion of the worku‘lg peo_p]e u}
it, is at the same time a drive for ﬂ?e fu_rl.her transformation of
Bulgaria into a technical and communist nation. e

All of us are quite well aware that higher labor [)]'O(le_lf:tl\-'lt}-' ca.n—'
not be achieved merely by way of introducing new equi pment,‘l.)lyi
improving the working people’s quahltio-‘ltsons and ,-the”‘ teﬁchntu}
training, by way of a better mastery of technology. T h.c,i outcome O-g
that drive will depend, possibly even more, on he consciousness ane
ideological tempering of the workers of soctalism. : L

The complex of tasks we must solve in order to -cwhie\-e‘h.lg 1}1.1
labor productivity than exists under capitalism cannot, ’[hCI‘(:‘F(_)H:‘.,. e
reduced to technical or “technocratic” tasks only. These tasks are tol
no small degree ideological. It would be a gross error to try anE]
break this unbreakable unity between the technological an
ideological aspect of the problem. v _ N

In our socialist conditions, when we speak of a t{:{rhn},cal nation
we understand at the same time a “connrnunisE nation. .:%nd con-
versely, when we speak of a “communist nation” we have in mind a
“technical nation.” Such is the dialectics of the process of cl‘e\I-'elop—
ment of the nation under socialism and during the transition to
communism. Would any one of us be able to imagine the }Sulgar!mq
nation becoming technical without at the same tin‘le becoming
communist? Or our nation becoming communist without at the
same time becoming technical? e

From that point of view, too, the vast imporlance: not (I)[“ll}'
economic but also social, cultural, political and ideological, L'?l the
nation-wide drive for higher labor productivity is readily porc\t‘w\:‘ed.

Comrades, in conclusion, I should like to express my (!()lli’ld(?l;l(;t_.’l
that the Party committees and t‘)rganizaiions‘-cmd the (:ommulmlsts.

will be the heart and soul of the creative efforts ai'med at raisin 15_1

labor productivity and implementing the general line of the Bul-

garian Communist Party. Our general line is well known:
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—itisa line of building and strengthening the socialist system in
fraternal and indestructible unity with the Soviet Union, with all
countries of the socialist community;

—it is a line of ever fuller satisfaction of the people’s material and
cultural needs, of man’s all-round development;

—it is a line of peace, understanding and c;)()pcratiun with all
nations;

—it is a line of ensuring a steady material and cultural growth for
our socialist country, the People Republic of Bulgaria. 4
! In the name of that general policy, in the name e(:fth(.‘ drive for its
implementation in life, the Central Committee of the Party submits
the problem of raising labor productivity in Bulgaria to the I\.hlli(.m'ill
Party Conference for discussion. : ; | :

Thank you for your attention.

13

Peace in the Balkans,
in Europe and in the World

Specch at a mass public meeting in the Christo Botev
Stadium in the city of Blagoevgrad, June 25, 1974

Dcm‘ Comrades. the annual celebrations in honor of the patron
of your town and your district, Dimiter Blagoev, are a noble
tradition. To pay homage to the name and lifework of Dimiter
Blagoev in today’s free, socialist Bulgaria is a foremost filial duty to
the father of scientific socialism in our country, to the apostle of the
Bulgarian party of revolutionary Marxism, to the great harbinger of
our days.

To pay homage to the name and lifework of this man is a vital
ideological and spiritual need for all contemporary Bulgarians, who
have been born, grown up and worked with Blagoev’s unshakeable
faith in the justness of the communist cause.

The founder and champion of our Party was a faithful Bulgarian
son who grew up in the bosom of the country and was reared in the
spirit of the noblest ideas of the national liberation revolution. We
cannot visualize the living image of Dimiter Blagoev without conjur-

221



222 Modern Bulgaria / Todor Zhivkov

ing up the memory of the bright Bulgarian youth of the village of

Zagorichene in the second half of the last century. In his short
autobiography, the days of Levski and Botev come back to life; it
vibrates with the enthusiasm of his first teenage work. The Wails of
Bulgaria sparkles with the tears of his teacher, Slaveikov, the
Father, at the meeting with the Russian liberation troops. One can
hear the whistle of bullets around the boy who, in the battle at Stara
Zagora, carried bread and water to the fighting volunteers and
helped the wounded. It rings with faith in the future of free Bul-
garia, which the young man defended as a volunteer in the 1885
war.

If today the People’s Republic of Bulgaria is an advanced socialist
country, we are duty bound to appreciate the contribution of our
great first teacher. The land of Rakovski and Karavelov, of Botev
and Levski, of Hadji Dimiter and Stefan Karadja;' has become a
flourishing land because giants like Dimiter Blagoev and his
comrades-in-arms planted new seeds in it. From the vantage point
of the 30th anniversary of our victory, we can better than ever view
the Bulgarian rocks and eagles; haunts where thousands of Blagoev’s
heirs left their bones, for the sake of the people’s socialist fulfill-
ment.

Nothing happens by chance in history and nothing is gratuitous.
While still a student at the Gabrovo secondary school, Dimiter
Blagoev asked himself the question that he later put to his comrades
in Petrograd, “What is the meaning of life, what is it that is worth
living for?”

He found the answer to this question in the thinking of Marx and
Engels and in the experience of the Russian Revolution. To his last
breath, Dimiter Blagoev remained faithful to what had become the
meaning and reason of his life—the fight for socialism and the goal of
happiness for all.

Y Georgi Rakovski (1821-1867), revolutionary democrat, founder of the Bulgarian
national liberation wmovement, writer, publicist, historian; Luben Karavelov
(1834-1879). author, publicist, a leader of the Bulgarian national liberation move-
ment: Hristo Botev (1548-1876], the most popular und best known poet in Bulgaria,
journalist and revolutionary democrat; one of the leaders of the national liberation
movement; Vassil Levski (1837-1873), revolutionary democrat, a leader of the na-
tional liberation movement; Hadji Dimiter {1840-1868) and Stefen Karadja
(1842-1868), guerrilla commanders of the national liberation movement.
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From the thoughts and deeds that Dimiter Blagoev left behind as
his heritage to us, we have learned and are learning class intransi-
gence to the bourgeoisie and all its hirelings. Neither threats nor
honeyed words could ever lead the party of Dimiter Blagoev and his
followers astray from the stirring slogan, “Class against class”!

From the thoughts and deeds he left behind, we have learned and
continue to learn how to subordinate our personal life, interests and
will to the all-important life of the Party, to its interests and its will.

From the thoughts and deeds that Dimiter Blagoev left behind,
we have learned and are learning to have faith in the powers and the
historic mission of the working class.

Such behests were also left to us by Georgi Dimitrov, the first
disciple and continuator of Blagoev's cause. We have never wa-
vered, and will never waver, from the consistent creative champion-
g of these bequests!

Our five-year plans today reflect labor heroism and the creative
endeavor to procure the material and spiritual well-being of our
people for the full human happiness of the present and future gen-
erations. Everything for the welfare of man, everything in the name
of man!

Our immortal teacher showed us the right direction to travel to
gain happiness for the whole people; and we have reached this day
at the cost of countless sacrifices and difficulties. All Bulgaria, rallied
around the Blagoev and Dimitrov Communist Party, is blazing new
paths towards the happiness of all.

Once Engels called Dimiter Blagoev’s Party the outpost of scien-
tific communism in Southeast Europe. Today the country, in which
Blagoev's Party is the leading and directing force, deservedly has
won the reputation of a reliable mainstay of the socialist world, a
loyal ally of Lenin’s great state, a convinced fighter for peace and

understanding among the peoples of the Balkan Peninsula and
Europe. We can never forget that Dimiter Blagoev was the herald
of this new and urgently necessary spirit of understanding among
the Balkan nations—formerly suffering and exploited—and that his
name has always enjoyved unquestioned prestige among all socialist,
progressive and democratic peoples of the Balkans.

Irreconcilably opposed to nationalism, to chauvinism, to sense-
less fratricidal wars, Dimiter Blagoev and his comrades-at-arms con-
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sistently and perseveringly upheld their revolutionary Marxist, in-
ternationalist class positions. They defended these positions in the
face of both the Bulgarian reactionary, treacherous bourgeoisie and
the ruling reactionary cliques in the Balkan countries at the begin-
ning of this century.

Today Marxism-Leninism is not only the dominant ideology in
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria; it is also a world outlook, the basis
of the thoughts and feelings of the whole Bulgarian nation. The
Bulgarian Communist Party is an ideologically armed and active
detachment of the world communist and workers’ movement.
Again, we may well remember Dimiter Blagoev’s behest to us: “If
being a rencgade is an ugly thing in itself, being a renegade from
socialist convictions is much uglier!” In the minds of the fighters for
socialisin, peace and peaceful cooperation among nations, socialist
Bulgaria and the Bulgarian Communist Party have always stood for
loyalty, uncompromising ideological firmness, class solidarity and
honesty. It was thus that Dimiter Blagoev educated us and the
deeds of his followers shaped us; it was thus that we grew up in our
own revolutionary experience.

People and Party, Party and people, in this country are indivisi-
ble. This unity is the life-giving source of all that is good in our
socialist country. The ideological and political unity of Bulgarian
patriots and Bulgarian Communists, of the Party and the people, of
all working classes and social groups, of the representatives of every
generation, is as unshakeable as a rock in the Pirin Mountains,

But we would be indulging only in propaganda and agitation for
the advantages of the socialist system if everything we have referred
to had not become integral to the daily life of our people. Let us take
as an example your town and district. M any of us remember Gorna
Djoumaya and the Gorna Djoumaya region. We remember a God-
forsaken provincial area of old Bulgaria and a dead little town with
run-down houses. Material and cultural poverty prevailed, harsh
customs and cruel primitive exploitation. There was drudgery in the
tiny fields and malnutrition; dozens of thousands were illiterate.
There was overt and latent unemployment; scandalous excesses of
big and small rulers. That was Gorna Djoumaya and the region of
Gorna Djoumaya in the past, and such, too, was old Bulgaria.

Today we see contemporary Blagoevgrad. It grows with every
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passing year into a modern socialist town \&:‘ith slm.llit i;ui‘ldlltng:s,l
clean ::ind attractive streets, its own white iactorae?lam ;;.1:1 l;r.d.
monuments, its bustling economic and (:Fllturlal llf(:‘-.,} \-1\) Iil-t.t m:
changed radically is not merely Blagoevgrad itself; t}lt‘. ril.o f,. 15{‘ zﬁe
is new; the whole country has bt‘t_:“.ﬂ rene\-‘ved. \-\-ou_c d;‘l’\- 0 it
older inhabitants of what was once (jon?a L)Jounlmya h u\-'.(z”)eiln ,Tl ;n
to imagine 30 years ago that some ol the ]Il&'kjﬁ}“cerltEIh 0 u.l’( 11.
electronics, of the communications il'ndusltr_\-’. of m‘.‘;trumcntama_l’.-
ufacture, of the chemical and food industries emfl of povf-'erlgf..lllelix.—l
tion, would develop here? If someone had predicted this, it would
have sounded vain and somewhat rash. g il
We are glad and proud that Blagoevgrad district, whic 1.“-(11; 1; y
bears the name of its patron, continues to ({tt\-'elop as oncd() tt '],tl
prosperous regions of the People’s Bcpublu{ of }'Iiulgur}lla, in I:IIQ]S;IG
output has increased seven times in the }?(:‘I’lOd since t (; prl \ti
Plenary Session. As a result ofcol'lcenlrat‘mn and mtenI5| ication, ?e
district has become a major producer of tolmc:q;, frmt. an,d \-'(;getc‘l—
bles. Your district is responsible for one-fifth o{‘ the nation's to Jacuc;
produce and one-tenth of the total exports of carly tomatoes. an
peaches. Real incomes are growing every year; people are bc({:n_lm.n g
more prosperous; a bright and \’\-’e”-CFIllCHTed ymllnger‘ ngerL.ithllf 1}
growing up; the district’s cultural life is growing II‘IChEI; TIICI)LTSJ:I:.( §0
S.peciaﬂists are devoting their knowledge ‘and skill to C[)ll..btl uc lnln, |
These successes are deservedly crowning the lo.ng rev'olutwnd?
struggles in this part of the country. The whole l?ulguuan}peczF e
gratefully remembers the heroic feat of the working peop le who,
with the communists at their head, rose in an armed uprising in
nber 1923. 3
%l;;e: i:-‘f(lyle Bulgarian people gratefully remembers the first pa.ges
in the annals of our partisan movement, which Ivan Kozarov wrote
with his own blood. The whole Bulgarian _people gratefully rentlie]iw
bers the legendary partisan commander Nikola Parapmn‘mv‘a‘n | tf.ie
thousands of patriots of this region, \i\-'ho gave their |1m; Fr
Bulgaria’s freedom and indcpgnden:r:es for the great CE?.I‘IS(.‘ of the
Bulgarian Communist Party, for .5'0(!1;1115‘;m‘ and c.mr\llmum:sm. o
Your successes were and are a bl‘l”la‘ﬂt, CUllhT‘I'ﬂatlI()n 0[‘ }(.
strength of the socialist system, of the Party’s general lm.e(i of :}u::.
policy of the Central Committee and the government, and of the
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monolithic unity of the whole people in the name of welfare and
prosperity.

In the last 30 years we have more than once prm-'ed that we know
how to value success without shutting our eyes to difficulties, nor
resting content with achievements, nor being lulled into compla-
cency by the thought that we have used up all the objective pos-
sibilities of socialism. One should always look ahead and advance
upward—there are no peaks we cannot climb!

I am, therefore, happy to inform you that on the initiative of the
Party Central Committee and with the participation of the District
Party Committee, a document is under preparation for the further
acceleration of the socio-cconomic development of Blagoevgrad dis-
trict. The document, to be published in a few days, makes provi-
sions for various important undertakings in all main spheres of life
and draws up the guidelines for the development of your district in
the next few vears.

Such decrees have been known to have had an extremely benefi-
cial effect on the development of other regions of Bulgaria.

What are the most important points in this decree of the Central
Committee and the Council of Ministers?

First, it is planned to continue the process of accelerated indus-
trialization of the district and at the highest development rates in
Bulgaria!

Radio electronics, communications equipment, instrument-
making, the chemical industry, the food and tobacco industries, the
light industry—these are the main branches that will continue to
develop in vour district. Many new plants of optimum size will be
built to ensure production with world standard indices.

In the field of agriculture and forestry, the policy of production
concentration and the introduction of industrial technologies and
methods of work will continue. Specialization will also continue in
tobacco production, field and greenhouse production, development
of orchards and vineyards, dairy cattle-breeding and sheep-
breeding. Irrigation and land improvement construction, too, will
be developing on a larger scale.

Pasture land in the hilly and mountainous regions of the district
will have to be used more thoroughly for the development of stock-
breeding, since it constitutes an important reserve of which full use
should be made.

-
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The decree provides measures for the further ‘lII’IpI’(]VF?HlBI'lt of
inhabited localities and for solving more rapidly the hm}smg przb-
lem in the towns. Measures have been mapped out igr t.l-1§ [e
velopment of transport, the road netv‘vork and cm_’nmumcalm.l{; ()r
the development and improvement of trade, tourism and.ster\e.lc:es.,,
and for the further building and extension of schools, canteens,
boarding houses and child-care establishments.

The Party Central Committee and the government ha\n‘e de—
manded of the Committee of Art and Qu]turc a.m:l the dmtrlfzt
People’s Council in Blagoevgrad to specify the pm]ccts.tu.be ]JI.Lllt
under the next five-year plan in the field of culture —{I)Tl()‘l‘lt}-’ bemg
given to the construction of a district library and a district hlﬁtgry
museum, along with measures for the restoration and (:01155er?-'alltlo.n
of existing and newly built monuments which celebrate Slgnl'F.lC‘dl]l.
events in Bulgarian history that occurred in this area. Thg:se will be
a powerful factor in the patriotic cducation of youth and of the whole
population in Blagoevgrad district. . e

A comprehensive program is also to be adopted for the. con§t? uc-
tion of vouth and sports facilities, the developmenF })f l‘{U]Id&l}f
facilities, the fuller employment of labor resources—raising further
the working people’s living standards. . ;

As vou see, this is a document of tremendous importance for the
future of the Blagoevgrad district. It takes, into account th.e real
potentialities and the needs of the district’s development in 'the
vears to come; and it ensures that problems will be solved in a

-ehensive way, _

lenzll)l: ]cgn{ :dent that all of you, the working people of Blagoevgrad

district, will take this decree as a new expression of the constant

concern for you on the part of the whole Party L-!.Tld. n_)‘r“ the.\ wh(l)lle

people. We should join our efforts to create conditions ‘h}r t 11.5

region of Bulgaria, with its unexplored and untal‘)ped resources-

__fine fertile land, an admirable patriotic populatlon—ftn develop

and advance economically, culturally and politicz.ﬂly in lmrm?ny

with all other parts of the country, and to make its ever grm\‘dng%

contribution to the socialist construction of the People’s Republic o

rArld. :

”ull"izsl:, comrades, are our views and our appraif;al of the present

and future of Blagoevgrad district—this beautiful corner of our

country. Your successes and your future development can be ap-
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preciated when they are viewed against the background of

Bulgaria’s general development.

Our people will soon be celebrating the 30th anniversary of the
\fiocialist revolution. This will be a bright holiday, a holiday of pride
in our achievements, a holiday celebrating our ambition to score
new successes.

Casting our eyes on the past, we can say with full confidence that
the last 30 years have been years of hard and constructive work
vears in which the Bulgarian people have worked miracles—as h()ﬂ‘l
our friends and enemies agree. The three decades of free life have
been decades of deep revolutionary changes in industry, agricul-
ture, the development of science, art and culture; in the pe?ople’s
consciousness and way of life, and in raising their living standards. .
: The mean annual rates of general economic growth in Bulgaria
since the Tenth Party Congress have remained among the highest
not only in Europe but also throughout the world. Tn the three \e ars
since the (}‘ongress, the national income has increased by a]m'ust a
quarter. About 95 per cent of this growth is effected thrmigh higher
social labor productivity. i

We are trying to develop the most advanced economic branches
products of the scientific and technical revolution with key impori
tance for the building of the material and technical foundations of
advanced socialism in Bulgaria. The whole nation is proud of the
large plants in the Devnya industrial complex, of the Chemical
Combine in Svishtov, of Bulgaria’s first atomic power station, of the
projects in the Bobov Dol energy complex, of the Rhodope hydro-
electric power schemes, of the Soviet Union-Bulgaria gas pipeﬁin&
and other projects that have marked a new step in Bulg.aria's indus-
trial development and in the intensification of her economy. .

Agricultural output has increased considerably, and agri‘cultural
production is increasingly being placed on an industrial basis,

We can state with satisfaction that Bulgaria has become an equal
and respected partner in international economic cooperation.

Literature and art are genuinely flourishing. Socialism has
opened up broad vistas for mass scientific, technical and cultural
creative endeavor, for the growth and expression of talents.

People’s happiness and the raising of prosperity are the content

and meaning of the Party’s policy and of its und(:'\-'iating work and
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struggle for the building of socialism. The Party’s policy is deeply
popular in character, and therefore it has the full support of the
working people in Bulgaria.

Recently, comrades, we have il'nlﬂemented quite extensive
measures in fulfillment of the December Program for raising the
people’s living standards. The minimum wage and the minimum
pensions of workers and peasants have been raised; the salaries of
teachers, of scientific and medical workers, of artistic and creative
people, of junior level production managers, etc., have been raised.
Special attention has been devoted to the matter of births; mater-
nity leave has been increased. The monthly family allowances
received by cooperative farmers were made equal to those of indus-
trial and office workers. Child-care establishments are able to take
in more children.

One of our major gains is the five-day working week, which has
been introduced in over 20 districts with more than 1.2 million
working people. The social consumption funds have increased by
more than 28 per cent. They are funds that are being used to build
up a modern educational system and to improve the health services
and develop culture.

But in this field again there is no room for complacency. There is
a great deal more to be done. It is necessary to provide more goods
of higher quality and greater variety in the shops; to considerably
improve the trade services and public catering; to increase housing
construction; to carry out the implementation of the Party’s social
program.

Our successes, comrades, are telling evidence of the viability of
the socialist system and of the talent and daring of our people. These
successes incarnate the great transforming power of socialist inter-
nationalism, of the fraternity, cooperation and mutual assistance of
the socialist countries.

During the last few days we witnessed the celebration in Sofia of
the 25th Jubilee Anniversary of the Council for Mutual Economic
Assistance (CMEA), the international organization that embodies
the new mutual relationships between the socialist countries in the
field of economic, scientific and technical cooperation. This is a
major event in the life of the world socialist community. The session

in Sofia made important decisions that will further extend and
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deepen socialist economic integration. Thanks to the CMEA, the
socialist countries that are its members are striding with joint ei,forts
tlowards the common goal. Integration increases our strength ten;
fold; it gives us courage and confidence and enables us to co) -‘:th
difficulties more easily. gt
The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is a loyal member of the or-
:ganization and an active factor for its dcvelo'pl'nent and pérfé(‘til'lg
loday about 80 per cent of our foreign trade is carried out wi’th tl;(;
CMEA member states. Every year about 53 per cent o Bufqarian.
exports are directed to the Soviet Union, from which we qetlnmore
than half of our imports. The Soviet Union provides the main part of
our machines, equipment, oil, ferrous ores, coke and high-caloric
coal, cellulose, wood pulp and many of the valuable pri m: and raw
materials that we need. . . ]
Thanks to our cooperation with the socialist countries, and espe-
cially with the Soviet Union, Bulgaria has specialized i b the raamn.
ufacture of important machine-building products, a highly eﬁ'ective
production in extensive series. Today, in only five days, Bulg'm‘-;t
produces as much machine-building output as it turned (,mt in_‘th(;
whole of 1948! Socialist integration ensures a market for our output
and creates conditions for high and stable rates of economic urow:h
This, comrades, is true internationalism in action! "l"h; Sovit;.t
Union, the first country in the world to break the fetters (I)["
capitalism and become an invineible stronghold of socialism hélps
the economic development of the other socialist colmtrins’ like 1
brother. . e
We shall be eternally grateful to the Soviet people, a heroic peo-
ple \Viﬂl whose decisive assistance we were freed ﬁ‘(;lll faa';cis't };]’;\i-
ery. Now \the Soviet Union is lending us its strong }'mnd‘in‘ t‘he
building of socialism and in slrengtheﬁing the economic might of
our country! We are undeviatingly p'll!‘SI_lI:Tl g and will ctmtin:, e to
pursue the course of the Party towards increasing closeness %;('t-
ween Bulgaria and the Soviet Union. This course, which n;‘;)rre;s—
ponds to the cherished wishes of every Bulgarian. patriot 'i.s the
cornerstone of our policy, the main avenue of our develo )n,n' tt
socialism and communism. e
Comrades, the stage that Bulgaria is going through now is of
exceptional importance for our historical dé\-'el.opmcnt‘; Itisa stlalge
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in the building of a developed socialist society; a stage in which the
socialist system must manifest its advantages over capitalism in
every field.

Socialism has already demenstrated its superiority in the rate of
economic development, in culture, in the field of democracy and in
the conditions it creates for the development of the personality.

Now it is our duty to reveal fully the superiority of socialism in the
field of social labor productivity as well. We can and must achieve a
higher labor productivity than that of capitalism. It was not by
chance that the National Party Conference placed on its agenda just
one item—social labor productivity. The decisive front of the fight
to see “who will prevail” on the world arena now passes through the
field of social labor productivity, through the econemic field. The
fight for high labor productivity is a class struggle; not only an
economic but also an ideological and political struggle.

Now it is necessary to adopt a new approach to the question of
concentration and specialization of production, of modernization
and reconstruction of fixed capital, since this is the most direct way
to raise social labor productivity.

What we need now is not only individual improvements of
production thechnology, not mere improvements in the work of
separate machines and assemblies; we also need to introduce tech-
nologies that are new in principle, reflecting the last word in scien-
tific and technical progress.

We should still more carefully make use of all raw materials; we
should introduce a thorough, deep and complex processing of raw
materials obtained in Bulgaria or imported from other countries.
Bulgaria is not rich in raw materials. This fact makes it even more
incumbent on us to husband them properly and use them in the
most effective way.

Success in our work depends to the greatest extent on its correct
organization, on the timely control of what is being done and what
should be done, on the establishment of strong and conscientious
discipline.

You know how sharply the National Party Conference posed the
problem of discipline. The task now is to effect a turning point in
tightening discipline, doing away with all manifestations of impro-

per laxness and carelessness.
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Recently the press published a special decision of the State Coun-
cil on acts and phenomena that undermine socialist discipline ;1.r1d
are incompatible with socialist morality and with the nature o.i‘ the
socialist system. We must confess that weaknesses in ciiscil)ji11e are
now the Achilles’ heel of our work and struggle in in'np[mnentin:r
plans, raising labor productivity and bringing ﬁp the quality (:ﬁ'outej
put to a world standard. i ;

(Jm:m‘ades, no indulgence should be allowed to those who break
planning, technological, contract, finance and labor discipline or to
any violation of discipline in our society. Every violation of discip-
line inflicts harm on the national economy and at the same ﬁnio
Qamagcs the interests of the working peop’le themselves, :—\ﬂ wan
in.rccs are vitally interested in the strict observance ol‘disciiﬂino- all
of you, workers from town and village, are vitally interested ir;,i(t

The struggle for high socialist discipline should become the lJ(jl:—
sonal concern of every Bulgarian patriot, of every working 1‘[.13‘;1 and
woman in Bulgaria. : i L
kc;t;c:)(igclt;(:‘li[and discipline, discipline and production—this is the
! Labor productivity is the key task, on the fulfillment of which the
fate of our plans hinges, the fate of the December ngra.m fm;
raising the people’s living standards. Higher labor productivity
would mean more factories, more farming machines, more schools
and more social welfare measures. 2 , : ‘

What are our most urgent tasks today?

N‘[Ol’fz‘ efforts are needed to implement the work force extension
plans in all fields of material production. The fight for the im-
plementation of the plans should be waged in every enterprise, i
every workshop, in every agro-industrial complex, in evérﬁ hl(';cLH
on every stock-breeding farm—with the personal i’ntere.st and hi' };
responsibility of every manager, staff member and worker. i

It is necessary to provide exemplary organization for gathering in
t}]e harvest in time and without loss, and to ensure that the 1;1::1)(-
imum possible areas are sown to second crops. L

‘I should like to inform you that at present the Central Committee
of the Party and the government are working hard on the plan Fox;
the period to come—1976-1980. The guiding principle in drawing
up the Seventh Five-Year Plan is to create new conditions for realiz-
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ing the main objective of our general line: the ever fuller, com-
prehensive and harmonious satisfaction of the growing needs of the
working people. This calls for sustaining the high rates of economic
development.

In the next five-year period we shall continue developing and
improving the material and technical foundation of advanced
socialism, modernizing and reconstructing important projects, and
introducing progressive changes in the branch structure of produc-
tion to make it even more productive and efficient. Stock-breeding
should reach such a level of development as to ensure the necessary
amounts of meat, milk and other animal products, in accordance
with scientific nutrition standards. More measures will be taken in
fulfillment of the December Program for raising the people’s living
standards.

There is no doubt that the Seventh Five-Year Plan, which will
enhance the economic might of Bulgaria and intensity the integra-
tion processes with the Soviet Union and the other socialist coun-
tries, will stimulate our people to creative work for building the
developed socialist society in the People’s Republic of Bulgria.

Comrades. one need not be a communist nor even be sympathe-
tic to socialism to realize that when a country like Bulgaria sets itself
such goals, it relies on peace and peaceful cooperation. The socialist
system is the first social system in mankind’s millenial history that
implements in practice the principles of real humanism.

What did our fathers and mothers talk about in the twenties and
thirties? They talked about wars and privation, about anonymous
graves in the remote corners of the Balkan Peninsula, about the
number of widows and orphans, about commissariats and coupons,
about disablement pensions and unemployment.

What do we often talk about today when we recall the past of
fighting against capitalism and fascism, especially the years of nazi
invasion? We talk about prisons and concentration camps, about
blood-soaked uprisings and partisan battles, about executions and
hangings, about black squads and fascist bashibozouks2, who carried
our comrades’ heads impaled on posts around village squares.

2 hashibozouks, irregular Turkish troops, notorions for their brutal violence against
the Bulgarian guerrilla fighters who fonght the Turkish Ottoman tyranny.
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V\Vc have every reason to declare categorically: we do not want

sufferings and sacrifices for ourselves, for our children and grand-
children! Everything we have done in the 30 yvears since the victory
could have been done only in conditions of p'eace. All our plans for
the future can be translated into reality in a peaceful setting only.
May those who are of the same age as our freedom—the thirty-
year-olds and their children—know about war only from school-
books and their memories! :

There is no man or woman of our times who does not enjoy the
almost three decades of peace. There is no man or woman of our
times who' does not recognize that the great credit for the historic
preservation of peace is attributable to socialism. The policy of
strengthening peace and reducing the danger of nuclear war, consis-
tently and patiently pursucd by the socialist countries, hc;idcd by
the most powerful of them, the Soviet Union, has proved fruitful.
For the first time in human history there has appeared a factor for
peace and cooperation such as the community of the socialist coun-
tries, with their concerted policy of influencing the international
situation. i
‘ The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is a socialist state and its
foreign policy is coordinated with the foreign policies of the com-
munity of socialist nations. Its policies embrace constructive discus-
sion and purpeseful effort to resolve the most urgent and acute
international problems in Europe and the world. It is a class,
socialist, truly internationalist policy that corresponds to the in-
terests of all revolutionary forces and to the longings of all peoples.

.Thc peace program proclaimed by the Twenty- Fourth Congress
of the CPSU is our program, too. It has alread:\-' produced visible
results for all people. The flames of the still smouldering war-fires in
Asia and the Middle East have been brought under control; consid-
erable progress has been achieved in the efforts to make Europe a
zone of lasting peace and cooperation; a serious turn for the better
has been accomplished in the relations between the Soviet Union
and the United States of America; the process of détente and the
relaxation of international tensions is making headway.

‘]Oint' efforts are now needed to bring about a successful outcome
of the European conference aimed at strengthening peace and se-

Peace 235

curity in Europe. To this end, its concluding stage should be held at
the summit level.

The front of the fight for peace and peaceful cooperation has cut
across all continents of the planet, all large and small countries, the
minds and hearts of the representatives of all peoples. As on any
front, one should fight on this front to win final victory—a victory in
the name of the happiness and welfare of all mankind.

“The fight for the triumph of realism, for the triumph of reason in
international relations,” Comrade Leonid Brezhnev declared in his
last speech, “does not promise to be an easy one at all. Every line on
the way to lasting peace is captured by fighting for it, in acute
clashes with the most reactionary imperialist circles and their
helpers. In practically all bourgeois countries, the fight goes on be-
tween the representatives of the aggressive forces and the champ-
ions of realism. No matter what serious forms this conflict might
take, we are sure of one thing: the fugure does not belong to the
champions of the ‘cold war,” it does not belong to those who would
like to precipitate the peoples into the abyss of war.™®

Our Party, our state and our people share these thoughts com-
pletely and with a deep inner conviction.

The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is a socialist country in the
heart of the Balkan Peninsula, which has been the shared homeland
of all the Balkan states for many centuries. When we talk about
making Europe a zone of lasting peace and usetul cooperation, we
have in mind, above all, our share and our responsibility in solving

that problem in the Balkans.

The present set-up in our pt‘,]lil'lSLll'cl provides all the necessary
prerequisites for understanding, security and cooperation along
every line in the political, econemic, scientific, technical and cul-
tural life of our peoples. A common Balkan proverb says that man
lives not with his brother but with his neighbor. History has placed
us next to each other as neighbors to live in peace and understand-
ing. It has deprived us of the ri ght to choose other neighbors.

You who live next to our frontier with the Socialist Federative

8 1, I Brezhner, Everything for the People’s Benefit, speech belore the Baumansky
constituency of Moscow, June 14, 1974
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Republic of Yugoslavia must be best aware of the historic need of

the policy pursued by our country.

Loyal to the principles of proletarian internationalism and to the
behests of Dimiter Blagoev and Georgi Dimitrov, our Party has
always consistently worked for extending and deepening coopera-
tion with the League of Yugoslav Communists and with the Socialist
Federative Republic of Yugoslavia.

This Bulgarian policy fully corresponds to the spirit of the com-
mon historical destiny and fraternal friendship between our people
and the Yugoslav people, between Bulgarian and Yugoslav com-

munists. Having sprung up many decades ago from the first seeds of

socialist ideas in the Balkans, this friendship developed in the joint
struggle of our peoples against capitalism and fascism. It was even
more firmly established during the period of socialist construction in
the two countrics.

The communists and working people in the People’s Republic of
Bulgaria follow with interest the socialist construction in neighbor-
ing Yugoslavia, and we sincerely rejoice at the achievements in their
socio-political, economic and cultural life, and acclaim the efforts to
consolidate and further enhance the role of the League of Yugoslav
Communists.

Qur relations are gaining a wider basis with the visits of Party and
state leaders, with the cooperation between socio-political, youth,
trade union, cultural and other organizations of the two countries.
The traditional rallies on the Bulgaro-Yugoslav frontier where our
people meet as brothers and fighters for our common socialist cause,
make a contribution to mutual acquaintance and understanding that
is not insignificant.

We share the belief of your district Party Committee that the
Blagoevgrad district, as well as all other districts along the Yugoslav
frontier, should be a strong link of friendship between our two
countries.

A guarantee of the progress of relations between the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria and the Socialist Federative Republic of Yugo-
slavia is our common goal in the construction of socialism. This goal
enables us to approach the problems of our mutual relations from
socialist, class, genuine internationalist positions and to solve them
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in the interest of our own people, in the interest of Balkan coopera-
tion and in the interest of peace in Europe and the world.

We have frank and close relations with our other socialist neigh-
bor, the Socialist Republic of Romania. We find ways to achieve
unity of action in solving the most important problems of mutual
intere st; we cooperate advantageously; we work jointly with a sense
of responsibility as Balkan socialist states.

With our non-socialist Balkan neighbors—the Republic of Turkey
and the Republic of Greece, we are maintaining good neighborly
bilateral relations—political, economic and cultural. We are
gratified to say that we are meeting with understanding on many of
the most urgent issues in implementing the principles of peaceful
coexistence, good will and mutual advantage.

As vou can see, therefore, the Balkan Peninsula has long ceased
to be one of Europe’s slums where anything might happen and
where it was always essential to keep a foreign police force to main-
tain order. The Balkan states are able to solve their own Balkan
problems and to increase more and more their real contribution to
solving the crucial problems of our days in Europe and the world.
The limit of our possibilities in this respect is far from attained, and
it is our common duty to make constant efforts for the better future
of the Balkan Peninsula, in which the only masters are the Balkan
peoples themselves.

Comrades, celebrations like today’s move us because they recap-
ture for us memories of the past, fill us with pride in the present and
faith in the future.

With the work of Dimiter Blagoev and Georgi Dimitrov, we feel
we have given something to the world. The realization of the impor-
tance of their contribution to the development of the workers
socialist movement in the Balkans and in the world adds to our
sense of duty to our contemporaries. If today the communist move-
ment is the mightiest force in the world fight for socialism and
peace, for national and social freedom, for the happiness and well-
being of mankind, it is our prime duty to do our utmost to promote
its s;t_reny:gth and cohesion, to further the world historic role of its
invincible mainstay—the Soviet Union and the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union,
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I urge you, dear comrades of Blagoevgrad and Blagoevgrad dis-
trict, workers and farmers, boys and girls, communists and or-
ganized agrarians, men and women patriots, to creative work for the
flowering of our dear country!

Once again I greet you most cordially on behalf of the Central
Committee of our Blagoev-Dimitrov Party.

With all my heart and soul I wish you fresh successes in your work
and happiness in your homes!

May the working days of our shock-work year, the 30th Anniver-
sary Year, be bright, sunny and full of joy!

Long live and prosper the People’s Republic of Bulgarial

CGlory to the universally recognized leader and organizer of the
people—the Bulgarian Communist Party!

Long live communism!
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