
Raya Dunayevskaya, 
4993 - 28th Street 
Detroit 10 Michigan 

Dear R.n. 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 

WALTHAM !54. MASSACHUSETTS 

August 8, 1960. 

I feel pretty bad for not havi>lli answered your various notes and letters, 
the main reason being tb&t I am neurotically busy with 11\Y new book and equally 
neurotic about the slightest interruption. Please accept 11\Y apology. I am 
sure you will understand. I should even feel worse about it because I am III'it
ing you now to ask a favor. I may have. told you that 11\Y new book with the ten
tative Litle Studies ln the IdeologY or' Advanced Indu.otrinl Society, is oo.., 
sort of western counterpart of ~ Marxism--that is to sa:y it will denl, 
not only with the ideology but also with the correspond~enlity. Qle of 
'llfl problems vill be- the :~~.ior_~_"!:-.!R~~-~~-~!i§_J._a~~~i~Cl;,:;_. under the i~t!t 
or rationaliaation, automation and particularly' the higher standard or living. 
I am sure you will know what I mean if I refer to the discussion among the Freoch 
sociologists in Arguments and especially Serge Mallet 1 s articles. It is a ques
tion of a changing-that is to sa:y--a more affirmative attitude of the laborer 
not only towards the system as a whole .but even to the organization of work in 
the more highly modernioed plants. Maflet 1 s field ..Bt~ of French workers in 
the ~ establishment in France points up sharply the rise cira:··higlilyco
operafive attitude and of a vested inter~st in the estohlishment. 

Now, what I should like to ask you is first, your own considered evaluation as 
far as the situation in this country is concerned, and secondly, if it isn't ask

.fi.ng too much--reference to American literature on this problem pro and contra. 
·I·1 know that your own evaluation runs counter to the thesis of reconciliatory 

integration of the worker with the factory but I would also like to know whether 
there is any sensible argument for the other side. 

I hope that I do not intrude too much upon your time. How is your own work coming 
along? 

With best vishas ar~ greetings, 

hm/sg 

9930 -·· 
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Dear mt: 

It was ~cod to h~ar from you. (Your letter was delaye~ because 
you sent lt to the old od~ress; ~lease note new one: 4482 -2Sth St.) 

Your letter of the 8th came at an ous~tcloua tl~e since the 
at~cc!al !asue or NEll'S & LETTER:>, w:·.tch wlll be issued as a s;,Jeclal 
pam;;hl~t, WORKERS BATTLE AUTC!!ATION, has just come orr the press and 
should be or value to you both because you will see the workers speaking 
!or th.,msclvea.~ on the conditi::>ns of labor ani! the all<:,::ed hlsh 
standard or l!vln~. I know, from th~ time I last s~~~ to you, that you 
consider theao v.Lewa cs be lnt: the result of my tntluence, ".ih1lc lt la ., 
true that Charles t&nby and some (by no means all)or the writers or this 
;>amphlel are :~arx1st l!u;;;anlsta, you would make a serious mistake 1f you 
constd~red their vl~wa ao exceptional that the1 dld not repr€sent the 
American i)rolct&r1at. They r6.Jrta~nt a very lm;:ortent ae.;ment or the 
AQcrlcan workers and ln all bss1c lndustrlcs--auto, ste.,l, coal--and 
th& condlttons they d£s~rtte arc w~at they ex~crience on the ltn~, not 
what some soctologtsts sse ln a "ftcld study."· I would ltke to vall 
your attentton also or es;;ectally to p.6, ";thlch Way Cut'' because, 
contrary to the monolith not onlJ of Oomzunl3ts but radicals ~ho thtnk 
tfiEoy mu~t have a "un1ttd volce" when ttcJ face the ;>utl1c, workors here 
dlsa.::re~ Oi'enly, An0ela Terrano, wh m you may rece~l I quote 1n !·!Ai\:trSH 
& rn~~~M because she has ralecd the question or wn~t kind or letor 
tn the true l'.arx1llt aonse, an~ wl'.o thEn used th£ cx;,reasion tr.ot work 
would have to be totally dtffer6nt, •som€th1ns completely new, not just 
.. or!: to ~et money to tuy food sr.~ th~ngs, It wtll have to l:.e con:phtc.ly 
tied u~ w!th tire• (p.275) here reJects Automation altosFthcr whereas 
tr.e td1tor ~nststs tr.st 1f th~ workers mane~ed the factory 1 t would not 
te a House ur Terror and worhs along the mort: tre.dltlonal char.r.elB of 
workErs' c::.ntro:i. of ;;nduct.lon, shorter wor<:day, etc. 

secondly, I ha;.o.J£n to know a Caltex ens1neer who says some 
very dl!fcr~nt th!nss ~ than ~er~e Mallet, I had him add a apec1al 
..,ara::n;.:h on the que~t~ you rat sed, but his study of •ou and ~ator" 
~ubltshed 1n thE FI 1n 1945 wee quite a comprehensive one & as I douLt 
you hav~ lt I Enclose that too. (But whon you have fln!shcd ~leas& 

. return at your conv.,n!Enc.e) At th.: sam<> t1mc: I am not sure th:•t you have 

\

my article ln Ar~umEnts on •state Ce~1tal1sm and Bureaucracy" which deals 
with som~ o! th~ sccloloslsta you no doubt have ln mtnd as, c.wrtaht 
v.ttla,who a~tck on som£wh,t e h1~her level t~~ the e;1phenom~nal "Organ-

\
1~at1.on Man", and contrasts that to a state ca~ltallst analysts of the 
t.lmcs. we llve ln. :i1nce tt. wn atmultancoualy publ!Bhed also ln ~:n:;lhh 
I am encloa1ng the ~oclsllal Lcad@r_pr January 2, 1960 which does ao. 
I will also try to locate i.t.e "Two Worlds" art1clc at the bcct:mlng of 

)
the ytar wblch dealt w1th tho Amr.rlcan economy 1n the postwar yGars 
sa 1t go&& from r~ceaslon to rocosaton. 

J Now then the American literature on tho subject; I have 
long s1nce sto~~td ~ay1nr, attentton to aoc1olo01ats who have rather 
degenerated into tht school or "social O)B:JCholot>y" vh1ch the workers 
in the rectory rtshtly call "bead ahr~nk1og" so my list cannot be 
exhaustive tut ! can ~lve you the maJor references. 51nce the class 
atrug0ls was never acce~ted lo American sociology aa the framework 
or analysts, your reference t~ tt.oae who apea~ ot alleged cooperative 
attituda or workEr to manaeemEnt an~ even "wrsanL~atLon or work"(!), 
,... must have 1n mind ex-rs41cala and near rad1cala whose recent 
tout1Do!8 or the v1rtue3 or ca;..1tal1om are sort or summea up 1n the 
oeraoa or tnn1cl Bell sr.d h1a strun~~ut art1clea callf~ a book, "The 
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End or Ideolosy" by wb1ch they mtan, or course, the end or the class atrugg 
Certainly they are stru~gline no lon0er now trAt their philistenism cannot 
even aasucc the venc~r or the West ~uroptan enders of the class struggle (N 
only th~ French but even th~ Erit1sh "New Lett") but ~tho crassest apolo 
tor :ltate teportment "i!ul ture". (i;ow, ian' t that a bettor euphemism than 
"the line "'I) 

r l'erhapa the roost. solid of thc.se is de~mour ~!artln Li;l&Pt. 
H1s\_"Foli tical !I.ans The 5oclal Ess~a or ?oU tlcf'"lls i!umU'iliUD!lJy nra
atteJBQ_t to ·~ocument" the attenuatton o! the a~·s atrug;::les ··"Tho mod1f1aa-

\ 

tton or- lata capi tattsm by welt are lesislotion, rediatrtbut1on by taxati,n, 
:tlUilllUDII:i:!:dxt:t::::o::x:U: ,:.owertul unions and •::-ull :::lnployJDent" leg! slat ton, 
L1psct 1 s thesis ia that "the tundem€ntal polit1csl problema or the industri 

\ 
revolution have been solved; th~ workers have achieved industrial and 
~ol1tical citizer.shi;; the conservatives have acoc~ted the welfare state; 

l 
and thE Cemocrat1c l~ft has r~co~nizcd that an increase in ov~r-all state 
;ower cerrlee with 1t ~ore dnn~~rs to frc~dom thsn solutlcns to &cocomlc · 
,:roblems," (C:vtn h"re th~ l•m<·ricnn ls very dttrennt from tl::c: French who 

\when .he" es;.ousc~ the attenuation or the class strue.ole 0cf tor the Plan 
1 wlth a ca;:.1tal i' 1o<h!lr.: thr. t.m~ri~nn rea:a~ns "the tree enterpriser" altho 
j the State Dei-ortmc;nt 1tso;lf vno;n it is a question or ex?ort ot ldeoloe;y 
~ eoecs tor "ps~plc • s ca . .:!. to.l1sm. '') 

:.. 'book th•·t hss recently ,:;etten a lot of attention both 
t.ecnuac Lt ic n'" ond aurl or su,omnrizes tn brtght Journalistic lnnguae;e 
acme half century or sc~tolo~y is "T.hc i:'cl1ae __ Q£..1:12!1!_a!_U!!~ty_"_!;y the 
l!rinceton University scctolo;:tst, lt.aurioc li.L_S.t..dQ.. There arc all sorts 
of snout1n~; on "The_ :.r.d or Induatrle.l l·~an" ( i'eter trucker) , the end 
or ;>ol1t1cal ::~ac "The ·rolL ttca of .. V.asa $o . .:~e~y by \-11" Uam P:ornhnuaer: Now 
nee~ claim thet the· end o! this economic, induotrial, · i>oUtlcal man, even 
as his th1nk1n~ teo has l::c<n toh~n over l::y th~ eLectronic brain, is happy 

j 
or con tee. t with hls work. In thnt roap~ct the JI..Pl\:J!alence 1s aoen clearoa· 
in I:anitl licli' o •···;or:. and Ita Disccntento" whose clar:D-'ls thRt the 
attenuat!:on· ol' tl:c .::lass strue;,::le has ncvcrthel<:aa occurred, 1rnot in 
the factory. thao Lv "tho nc·~ hun.,er the ~andied carrot", Hew much have 

l 
we hterd o!.those T1 octs nod "occupr,tional mobility" and David Rhso:m'a 
tliil side record tro::. thE Leedy !-!an to"thd1"11dual1em Reconsidered" 
or th~ need "tc lnc:ease auto:otizat~on in work--but for the sake or 
iJlEasur~ end c~nsumptlcn and ~ot tor the sake of work its•lt.~ At least 
~ell has on£ 500d c&tch ~hrasc that the desori9tiona that issue rrom 

I the ao-~ellcd "humtm r~lat1on~" ;>roJects ar.: "not or human, but or cow, 
. ace 1ulo;,:y." 
• 

. It you take the ~~DO!:!hto, you also hS'Ie a cho1ce or the 1 

\ 

!lip aide so thct Loyil! H •. llack'\~_ll.O~- touts "The 'l'rlumph_or CaOJitsllam" 
and while everyone la ashamed ot su.::h pant as "The Declice·o~~rlcan 
Ca~ltaliam" which, likE all sc-ca.lcd Marxist books !rom Corey to 

\ that iltsUnist aa-oloslst. vr.o pasaea tor "the" Marx let authority (even 
Joae~h Schumpetcr monumental but quite lopsided or, as ve say more 

I &iJ;Iropriate in Jewish "t.aldrei t", work, "History or Fconomlo Analyals" 
refers to 8.im as auch)i'auL~weczey are one and all underoonsumpt1onlat 
so that, whether you take. the ilt-riod or the 1930& whcil"atl" vere· · 
Harx1sta to one dee:ree or another nnd some aer1oua works verG done, or 
you take now when nearly the only works S£ainst ca~ltal1am are,lasued 
bJ the Stsl1nlots, there ... :reall..Y_ia no gonu1ne_ MaJ::"ll.iB.t_f.Dall'_l!.is.-~~--t~e 
~er1oac economy Either historically, soclologtcelly or aa economic 
worll.e •. But, at lhat, from th<l e.:onom1sts wne dou set t1e;urea and they 
do show that lc "The Af!lu,nt Soc1et;r" acme aro very much more attluent 
t~AD others. Cth&rw1ae the aoclolo~1cal works, even b~forti McCarthcrlam 
tor vho•?\sy ;rostrate, w~re specialized atud1ea or one or an~ther 
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aspect, like occu~ntional mobility by sociolo! ata Reinhard Bcnd1z eft4 
S.M.Lipset, or the Lynds' "Middletown" or Llo: ~larnEr' a "Yankee C1ty" 
or Louis :Hrth's "The Ghetto" orFlorian Znaniecki on the Pollah peasant in 
America. Ellen the more broad d1slocat1cna an "Class and Caste 1nr- South~ 
Town" by DoUard had no ccmpreh•mstve view or American society as a wtol 
When both the muckrakers bE tore World :iar I (Lincoln ::lterrens' "Autobtoe- .,. · 
1t you ha,.J;>en not to ho•1e read it will do tor that) and the apc·c1al1zF. 
studic:J of the 19~;::;; and somt 1n ;;orld ':far II stopped rlow~nr, we then 
went into the most tac·,ua Alton Mayo's Hawthorne studies on ''The liuman 
Problema or an Industrial CiviUzatton", which were to replace, I aup~oae, 
the statistical atudiea or sharecrc~pera, breaclltnca, eta. 

Now evcr:;thin;:; has moved to Automat1on, In addition to~se 
I list in M~. t~cre is now "Automati"n and Technolosical Change•, ~ 
Heartncs before Joint Co"m• on the Sco,Re:"ort ,84th Con;resa, 'j(aeh, D.C/. 
H.E.Je.aobscn and J,i'> Roucek ''t.utcn:l'tton Rnd Soc:tety" (Ph1l.Lit:rary", 
C,W:~lkcr' a ''Toward the t.utomatia Factory" and M Automation and the 
't/orlt~r" l::y floyd c. Hano and L. r\1-:hartl Hoft:nan, which, deo;.:ite ita title, 
is not wnat tr.~ wcrkor reels but a specialised stud~ in power plants by 
the U, or Mtch. There 1a a good b1bltosrephy, issued in 1?59, ~ 
•uJtxi!IJI1¥Jt:u:t.tj!' ;:e.aed ":lccno•aic and Social Ic;;>Ucattons ot t.utomst1ons 
a B1bl1oua.;hic F.evl.;w, lUchts:tn :3tato u ... East Lansin;!, Hich. I doubt 
ar,y o! t.h~li'i arc reai.ly Wl!at you wtsh to waste your tt::e on, t-..:t it la a tact 
teat the n~w (~in~o 1J58)"Thc so~t(ty ror the History of Technology" with 
1ts Journal:-"'fechnolgy and Culture" (Vol. I,•lll.'·idmter l:J5:;1) at least doean 't 
~o.r1te with the .;utlt comO}lex that the aocioloststa do and thorerore can 
toth be aom~what more obJective ao wetl as tre~!rom the attempt to identity 
the end or its 1deolOEY with that of the "mass~. !iot beln5 c:Jccerned much 
with the lc&U:smaas<Ja ( th~ir outt>ost away trom the publishinc centEr h ere at 
ucl c~aync 3tate u. and ita er:1tor }!elvtc Kranzbrr~ ot Case Inst1tute or 
Teohnol.ogy , Clevcl~nd, is nslly Ch1caso and the' Chriatiac Hume.n1sm" ot the 
soci0lo~ist-technolc01at u. N£t) Lt can pay attention to the technological 
base ss it im,:;inses on otl'.cr ttelda. "For example, 1t would detinitely 
be worthwhile it your bock 1s not eoin: to press ri0ht th1a minute to ~ 
geta ita next is~ue whi~h 1t promtaea to devote entirely to that monucental 
5 volume stud~· "A History or Tec!'..nology", whi<:h is edited by Charles Singer 
and w!'~ch ser1~s of articles on it, critical and otherwise, will tc pretaced 
by htm, 

Now then, as you see, I could not give you the 11at!n~ or 
the Acerican literature on the subject without givtn~ you my views aa 
wetl.th(I wish now to summsrlze my considered evaluation not merely ot 
toolts or the American soclety as I see, whtch ditrcra very radically trom 
your vi~ws. It I may, I would 11ke to say thati hope at least that you 
have not, in your preoccupation with "the tracsfor~ett~n o: the laboring 
class" !allen 1cto the trap or viewing Marx1cn accialia~ as 1r l~were 
a distributive philosophy. I do not mean to insult you and put."in the 
undcrconaumption1at category tut such ~rest revoluttonar1ea as nosaLuzembu 
ware 1n 1t, despite the tact that her Rete~ or Revolution" waa baaed 
preclaely on rcmovin0 the question or the claaa atru~sle trom ita ~ 
reduction to a qucatt•Jn or "p£raonal tortunca" to one of production 
relations. En~ela certalnly wrote many worlta on pr~uction relations 
s~d never was even conac1ous ot ar.y dev!at1ona, and yet b7 notbetn~ 
tqe d1aleet1c1an and human1at Marx-was, wrote tracts that were tar-&!1eld, 
H1tlerdtns had undertaken h1s "Finance Ca~ital" aa a brln~1n~ up to date 
ot "cav1tal" yet tho "orcianized CaJitaliom" with 1ta"atabtl1ty" 
1nclin1ationa reduced socialism to a matter or "tak1ns over" not reor%Dn1z 
rrom the grcuud up, least of all by the a,;ontaceous actions ot tho wcrlters: 
Ct course, you may say that 1s exa~tly wh£re Marx vas "wrong" and you 

course aro not only ent!.tled to your vlew tut wr1t1ns prob1ngl.y t()rm;ao:r;4, 



.. -0-
9934 

years, and I ma;; te doin0 you a great 1njuat1ce since I do not have your 
RSd at hand {I do hope you vtll send 1t to me so that view can be concrotc 
tnstead or based on assum;otlcna)but I Just ave a reeUng that this 

'preoccupation with the; alhged high otandere o! livlns shtfta the welghi 
from what you youra•l:' st::.t~; in the ?rcfac" to my l:ook as ''the 1nte;;ral 
unity of :.;arxlan t:.aor;; at lts ver:J founcatton1 1n the humanistic ph1loao; 

II - sa ' ~cr~for•- allO'tl m.:1lr~cet.}ltulate BO::IC func!n.:~cntala 
although all are fa:ntliar to you. F~rst you no d .ubt recall that on p..,l2! 
of M~~ wh~re I quote from CAi, VOL. I, ~~.708-9 on law of accumulat~on! 

. arsu~ a;oelnst the ;.opul3r c·:ncept that now that the worker 1s "better of!' 
etc., ;:>o1ntin;: to l!.!!rX' s ste.tc!llent that "in proportion as ca;,>ltal 1B 
accu~ulcted, the lot or the letorer, be his ?DYment hish or low, must 
srow worse."( ~;;heats ad~cd.) Th::.t his lot has circwn worse 1s evidenced 
in th~ conditions of later un~er Autcmstl.cn and to the uns:nployment it 
has iJrodoc~c. The "~o~l,.cto of d~~rco=!.cn" may eound very !:;cl.~eatal to 
those wr.o do not have to llvc in them 't:ut whcn,ln 1960, even a Jaok 
ltecnedy (new that elc.cti;neHlng 1s in the air) must star.d a;pelled at , 
conc!tt1ons in ";lest Vir;;Lnla wh.;rc actual cases or m=thera selUng themacl• 
into ;;rost1tut1on to try to kec.;: rr~m starvation, isn't 1t t.tme tor the 
ex,.onenta of hi.;r.er atnn~ard of Uvinil t::. tari.e a l:rcathEr ar.d look into 
the lot of the 5 million une~~loy<d who with their ra~1l1es make up 
13 mllli~n.,~And lt 1sn 1 t onl;; the une~ploy~d, nor even the ane1l pace 
ot thf/'e,t'olith of thE f,mcrt~an iJOStwar econ:;ny which has produced 3 
recesst.,ns, but t~.o so-called nc::::::1l t:<lndttions und~r t.ut~~atlcn. I have 
seen :Diners' shacks who had a:: :uthou&e ttost.;ad ot a t::1let but had a TV 
on the installment plan tut that dtd not stsnify either contentment or 
that tl::ey "chose" thuo th• "candLed carrot", but only that TV could be 
Lnste.Ucd whereas 't:efore ~lucotln~ could be 1t would need a sreat deal 
r.:ors than o. ~5 dc"n ,:e;m.:nt--you c! have to root out alllogether those 
hovelt, lnctud~ns th.: o~serabla excuses tor roads l~ad1ne to thE~ to thl.a 
moat r?ad-~onsc1:uo 1nduatr1ally advanced free land. 

Tt:e ar.sw~r of thos'" w!",o se£::J to te.l.e the o,~,:os1 t<! view La 
that, 1, they hev.c never eve!'! toth><red to build e LP, 2, t~e lal:or 
lo=aderah1i.l they h2Ve they ''deserve" since thEy wanted for tho fieuth!ra, 

I 
Mesnya, Roftaa, and 3, thtat to~y are not "active", i.e., rec:t:anging 
soc1£ty t~io very oo~~nt. Strl.k~~. wildcats, ~ or~an1za~1on of their 

\ 

own thlnkins oee=• not to count !or very much. <or the moment I'll 
aoce;>t thl.a ncn-acccl)tatl< view and aak whether that La an;r ::ore than tM 
"bour(eOL!l.flcat!on of the Erit1ah prolot.llrlat'' l!arx and En_ela so l:e:nolln 

, o~Ehc·a-r1stocracJ or later" that Lenin saw e.a the root cause or the 
colla~BG or the· 3Si!ond Int. 

Th1s trtn!;a ro~ to the second baste Marxian vtev, ~n the 
qu~auon or gcln:; to ever deq~r and lower str:J.ta of the pr<:~l.;tarlat 
tor it& rovolutionary oa.:ence. You mn7 recall thot on ".137 of M&F 
I brinE Marx's a~eech of Se~t.20,l87l, after the colla"se or PC and tha 
cowardly runnln~ even before then of the Erltlah trades unl.on leaders. 
{I have seen thst Speech only ~n Russl:tn., l:ut it may 'be avaUablc l.n :lern; 

. I don't ;·.now.) .I-t.._!lare also show thatj('Doo:::-< '·.o.dn't "discovered" th1a 
which he no:!-_c;tilled \the cutntessence of :•!arxiam" until he himself waa 
con!rontod ·not only ~ith the betrayal or the Second but wtt.h t~e ultra 
ldt tam o .& ::ho.rtn i.ih~L vaa therc~on ~eods to coattsate_.~o~_o_~l tho 
$e~.oJlc!.a l erah1,.--'t:ut tile proleto.r1o.t 1tactr •. It is the last par.- on 
that p lB7 where I deal with Lon1n'a a.;>roach on two levels, the real an4 
the ideal, ~hat I would now li)'e ·to call to your attention, 1.! ~may .• 

It 1s true tha\t Automatl.on and etate cai)ita1111111 ~re not · . 
-. oaly "quant1tat.1ve" but 'uall.t.~e obansea ln our ccntempo/ .. · :::· 
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"" • : .and that that predominant tact would also atfect a part or the prolelar1 

fBut a part 1a not the whole, Indeed, the tact that s1vcs the appearance 
or an attluent soc1£ty not only 1n the bour~eois ..ati»K sector but 
in the ms.asea --the :n1lllona ·of employed so that the 5 mil.lions unemploy .· ;. 

-+~look "11Ltle"-- does not show that those unemployed are predominantlY 
in the ;;roduot!on worl!£!:!, llo aut:urb1a here, It 1s all lloncentrated 
in the industrial .:ent~rs, amon0 an orzac1zed but wUdoatt1ns proletarla 
and as~ravated by the Negro ~ueatton wh1~h is by no means quiescent . 
and amons a youth that has ar.own that they are not rebels without a 
cause but with one, I kaov you do not accept my view that they are 

) 

1n iill&~Oh or a t.ot.~l Jo)ll1Losophy and are not get.t1nt! themilj,lVei ready 
, tor the dustbin or history. But 1t is a tact that not only among the 

proletariat and the million that were striking Just when.Khruahchev waa 
viait1n0 and e1s~nhower wanted him to show American superiority in 

· industry, not industry at a standstill, it 1B a !a.1t that 1n Just the 
.· / rew months thot .Ncc;ro college youth began a1t.ttng in the whole question 
··-·--,_.or rraedom end ;~outh ".:oiD1n;; \Ill to tha level or the ~lest !:llropean" haa 

• _,:· .• ,l..;-'Oeen moved trom the ataEe or the future .to t.~a~. ot the y:_eaeu~. -· .. 

.. \ That will de until I aot.uell:T aee your took in manuscript. 
·\ and set tht! d£vclcpmeot or your thougb.t, I should be ver7 hepp;y to 

write a~atn then. !~eanwhilF, my work --end I at1U labor wl th the 
Absolute Idea dEB)lte th~ act1vtat pressures you arc tree tram -- moves 
a lowly, but I do ho-"e atter r.e.t:or Pay to get more tlme to c--::n::entrate 
on the book. Pcrhe~a I'll ~'t to Eostvn ln wintEr--! dld set there 
lest !-!arch but ! wes tt:~rc for only two do::;a end, t-.ro lectures and hea 
no chance to try to c~ntact you. If th~ invitation to a;)£ak wUl be 
repEated this tall, I will try to aecand talk wtth you. 

I 

• . 
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WALTHAM 54. MASSACHUSETTS 

August 24,1960 

Dear R, D, 

It was wonderful to get from you such quick end good help, 
I read at once the is11ue ot HEWS AND LETTERS, Do!! •t ""-eun
derstend me: I agree with practically everything that is 
said there, and yet, somehow, there 1s something essentially 
wrong here, (1) What is attacked, 111 BO! automation, but 
pre-,ntometion, semi-automation, non-automation. Automation 
as the explosive aChievement ot advanced industrial society 
is the prapticall;r complete elimination of precisely that 
mode of labor which is depicted in these articles, ADd this 
senuine automation is held baCk by the capitalists as well 
as by the wo:dkers - with veey good reasons (on the part of 
the capitalists: decline in the rate ot profit; need for 
sweepiDit ~~:ovel'lllllllnt controls. etc.: on the part of the 
workers: technological unempioyment). (2) It follows that 
arrested, restricted automation saves the cspitalist system, 
while consummated would explode it: 

p, 

about of labor, its connection with 
life, etc, - that 1s possible only through complete 
automation, because such humanization is correctl;r releg
ated b;r llarx to the realm of freedom beyond the realm of 
necessity, i.e., be;rond the entire realm of socially ne
ceasaey labor 1n the materiel production. Total ~-human
ization of the latter is the prerequisite. 

But all this has to be discussed orally, I hope ~ can do 
so in the winter. And again, my great gratitude! 

I am sending $ 10,- to help NEWS ABD LETTERS, 

. -- ; 
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October 16, 196o 

I hope I may intrude upon you with oome on the.Absolute Idea. 
You ~av find it usefUl even for your present purposes s1nce you are dealin<~ 
with sociology and technology anc! Nikolai Bl.lkar1n 1;; ths t::.ther; thoueh 0 
I doubt he. would like that stre.:age progen: or M1lls 1 RoSBiter, Hallet, 
of all menai\IU11sts1 and these are my "inem1es" as I proceed to work 
out the philosophic foundations (the Hegelian.Absolute Idea and Marx's 
l!!nnani am for the present day :~trucc;les tor frtoedom 1n the underdeveloped 
economies, a sort of counterpart to MARXISM AND FREE:IXm which 11m1ted 
itself to the preaen~ descent from ontoloey to tecbaology, it shoUld ~t 
to sharpen up the edges. ) ; 

At once I must make so bold with historic background as to 1ncl~j 
both the Afric!pl and Hungarian Revolutions, even as, suddenly, without .i 
~one bothering to explain wey, Latin America too is included amons ' 
'"baaltltard Clountries 1 " a1t.houEh their populations are not African but 0: · 
:Quoopean stock, nor do they lack sither an "educated clasa" or railroad& 
or aeroplane& thJiol.J6h "junsle country." The one element or truth 1n . 
the dcu;~tion of "backWard" oertaino to the econo:::y b'..1t slnce 1 t!lkot ~ l 
not the acoDglll7 aa.auoh," as aubject, I l'!Ould lllte at once to make cle&X' l 
l!bat, 1a.the "theaia" I use from Hel;e1 1a final chapter. It 1a to be fo\Uid ; 
on p.~671 "The aeU-determ1nat1on therefore in which alone the Idea is1 1s •\ 

1 ~ hear itaplf~~ ~e-.B.AJ.L-4!11;~~~.9~ ,9f..J).8.{1.:1l!!u_lg'B~ ~y_.., D0-4_,~ 

->~~ =~ l'etot1ne1n~t.!'~i!;::~~~~ ·~ 
V./ :taught Us ideological battles by untold1.ng Marldat HU!ilan1am and this same : 

41scovery appears 1n Senegal where Leopold Senghor, ror all his apologia tor; 
De Gaulle, unfolds the same banner. (I do not recall whether I sent !'OU ; 
my review ot Senghor1 a "Arrioen Social1sm1 " but I 111 flr.d a ._. cow sc.me- ' 
where and send it to you~) • 

·• !:low1 !n detail, to the unfoldl:!ent of the Absolute Idea in P.ege1 1a . 
Lo!!lo, all the -I glanoiDE at which point in it, at the various h1etor1o • 
atagee 1n tt.ii dav~ ..... c.::.t o! t!:!! Y!!rxh~- mover::ent. the l!Brlt1sta "got oausnt.: 
The aign1f1canoe of that first paragra~h on P• 466, for Lenin at end of 19llt 
-a that the unity or the theoretic anfprectical. idea a~pl1ed not so much ·· 
1n action as "preolse1y 1n the theory ot '"'oyled,se• .. • You may recall that ·· 
just 5 pages before he reached that chapter, where !!e8el dealt 'lflth "The Ide' 
or the Good," Lenin stressed the actuality or the Idea and "non-actuality J 
of tb.e world 11 by wri tillel 11 t.lib ~:nn 1 :: co.:;cl tion not only reflects the j 
objective world but orestes it." But -Lenin did not develop precieely that -
aspect, as we shall see, when we reach the end or the ahap!tar. 

That am;:e flrat paragraph or the A. I. contains the stopp ne point 
or today 1a African intelligentsia. If ~ou are versed 1n tlu>1r constant · 
reiteration or the "Mr1can personality, you wlll recognize thez: eas1l;y . '1 
enough in l!egels "Tho Nction io not only seale but also io free and subJN:i: 
Notion, .which 1.a for 1tselt and therefore baa not exclusive iwl1v1duallty1 
bUt is, tor itself, un1veraal1ty and cognition, =d 1n ita Other baa ita 
o~n objoct1v1ty tor object." Witho~t that personality too would only be·~ 
11e~41'0r and eloom 1 op1n1r·n1 str1v1ng 1 capr1ce 1 and transitorineos ••• " ' 1; 

r 
AJl. tho J.larxieta of the 2nd. International, (Lenin up to 1914 ,~·i.• 

inoluded) at :xm:. best stopped on P• 467 (1! even we give thBIII cre41t t~.· .. ·.n· ' 
1s of having grappled with Bagel blmaalf instead or aoco tertillll'y s~ 

, ._:'-_.;-~r:--o • 

.srf.i'""' : .. :[;r-
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of him) when Hegel speaks of "the un1versal element of its form-tlw.t is · 
m!!s!ll• • As to vulgarization or that "method" surely had not only the 
(lynica and S~hists 1n mind a few paces henae-(p. 473) he says the dialectic 
"Was often quite neglected by thoee who were 1'ullest of h1m 1n their spttel!I!U "'"'• e----.a v-•----•c ___ , --+ ___ ...,, .. ~ _ .... _, ...... + .... A +,... .... .:14 .. , ........ +4,., N11+ ftA_a,...-.1 
,.a~o .,.,....,.._. ~vv~~v•v.~.~ ~..,.,. -v•v•J ....vc•vvvv..., ..,,. ...... __ .... .,. __ , __ .,. r-• •-••-
it into a sort. ot pollsh for their organic Kantian1am. 

'~ . Because all MarXists, not ljblu41ng l4arlt h1mselt 0 do like to 
stress method rather than AI, thus pinpoint~ the putting of Hegel l'l.f~'li 
aide '!!Po • it is necessary to linger a bit here. Although he 
that "nnthing is either conceived or known in its truth except in so 
•• 4+ 4 .. .,.,...,......,, ••• ,..., '"t'h1a.n+ +,.. +l..a "'a+'-'"'A "k& elf!I.1"U!t.....O+an h1-fta,.P :,+ ,...,._..,. - ,_., _ _, "'"-11'•-•-ol .. .,...,..,..,.,..,. ...... ..,...., ___ v....,.., ...... , .....,.. --,.----- --• .. v--
~ those who would degrade method to a tool, as anaJ.;yfsts do: "In in

(llliri.Ds cosmtion the metllod is likewise in the position or a tool, ot a 
meana which stands on the subjective si1e1 where~ the method relates it
self to the obJect. In this;lJ'llogiem the subJect is one extreme and the 
obJect the other.ovfhe extremes ~n d1st111D.t because, subject, method, 
and obJect are not posited as the one identical Notion •••• • (p.469) 

In contra=t, there!ore; Hegel proceeds to d.ef!n.e !:leth.od for true 
congnitions 111t • ..ia the fact that. the Notion is detereined 1n and for 
itself and i~~:~" only~aause it equally has the sign1f'1canoe of 
objective ••• • The ition here 1s to get back to the ~e~~~rm1JII&t•1o:Dj 
t the method. 11J'1rst we m t begin from the berlnn1 llli• •• 11 and 

'beg1n. n1ng1 Hegel intorms us to the consternation or phiiosopher ~m,~~:-', 
&Uke1 _ "'iu.t be ~Nntly defective and IIIUst be endowad with the 1 

t seJ.r-developmeht. n 

The sali'-determination of the !Bit Idea, as that of peoples, tar 
·:rrom being worlcta apart, cannot be seen 1n their tullneas 1 

111n &3d tor 
itaali'• ap¢ trom each other. It 1B 11). this respect that I-JUBt get tad 
up vitl:l Jlarzlata who keep harp~ on 11mi\hod11 as it it meant opposition , 
to Aol•• or! better put, want •to threw out God and the Absolute Idea11 so , 
~ ~- ( deas) too 1s bur1e4. In 11H1storical MateriaJ.1.am1 •. l'or sxample• ' 

, ~~n\apeaks ot •so~ety• as 1t 1ll4eed it was matter, dud ~t._er, ·, 
~~~ 1 better follow the way of Hegel ~this too 8Jld ~rifiae to baft . 

~bins to do with ~arizers. His &.dmo ion that the w1sar refutation ( 
Ita ._ lett to 1tsel.rl (p. 474) reminded m of the Ghost of Hamlet's father 
t&llina h1iii all about the corruption ot the court., the liil11"der and tb.e 
TeDgoanoe he should aeek1 nevertheless admonishes h1m against tak1Dg 
aotlon against one or the contj.ratorl\1 his mothers "Leave her to heaven. • 
It only we had Gome "hea>en:... . 

• 
What is important, says Hegel, 1e the aource of t~o "preJudice" 

against the d1alectio, ie., that it see~:s.~o have only negative rtsults; 
and therefore what is or th,, csoence 1a !To hold tast the positive 1m ita 
negative, and the content or the prell'ol£j"'l0sltion 1n the result, 1s the moat 
important part. of rational cognit,ion. _,lli!7€.J .. It- i.a_Jlero, where l1e 
deals 'lfl.th the second negative, (oi;"ladl.h.t.~nat1on;. the negative1151t, 'pa pgdt1D. and 1noludes the lllf.ter," where Hesel~se5 the subjective 

\I tor the transcendJnoe or the oppoeitlon between Notion and Reallty and 
' that unity which 1s the truth, rest upon subJectivity alCUleo" 

we are entering tlle whole section where even the Lenin or poat 
1914 t01Uid llnot clear• and I believe that the tact that we live 1n 1960 
not 111 1914, and the tact that we vitnasa both the advanced proletar1atfs 

i::iE;!with automation aa wall as the colonial freedom atrussJ.es. 
it down. I am not underestimating Lenin's conception ot 

. in the negative. • one who led 1917 I+Geds no ilinor IB116Ue 41llrc~ 
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Long before he read Hegel on subjecti)lity 1 enin saw "Haase a as Reason." l!ll1 
if he saw that truth ae long back as il9051 was preparins to repeat t.bat ' 
on a much grander historical scale, by then did this turnins point of the ? 
movement of the Notion appear obec to 7 

Hesel, on his part, hit out against the whole trilllicity construe-. 
tion of the dialectic here, eayins "It number ie applicable, then the llhqle: ·, 
course of this second immediate is the third term ... now, since the fOl'!llel' ··. 
(the first negative) is itself the second term, the third term may now be 
counted as fourtho and the abstract form of 1t may be taken as a quadruptl1-
city 1n place of tripl1city ..... ~l2L-!I78) Lenin's note heres "The d1st1no-

.:l-,tion 1s no~ clear t.o me1 i'fnot the obsolute equivalent Ill to the more 
~ conw.-gt,a~" : - · 

Yes and 
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Soi.ance is not my !'ort. ar.d 1n nny Cllne, sub,leotiv1ty is not !'or 

the vulgarly l:lllter1aJ.ist1c. t The sel1'-develop11l8 "subject 11-the 
prolet¢at-not just negation o1' negation "in general" is l!l,t. 
8n8llcy', ·IU!d when ltarpush1n asked that the Ela'ly Essays of Marx be , 
cmae aallin-1l:!c1Uded in the Complete Worka o!' Marx& it wan no! ~ t"'' · 
"re=•ttabl.1sh'·tbe law o!' the negation o1' negation , but to liitliOk ·. 
~. dest~11' he co.n Mllrld.st llpml!.n1SI!l...l{]?.are Man,~no~ -- ·. 
~u~ beoams the wb,lect of all ~ctmlopment : 
alld the dehJI!Tap1 zation of Ideas be once and tor all stopped when · 
evan so greet a philosopher as Hegel must perforce return to 
pos1t1v1am. 

· Now then to return to Lenin-thl'l JlllllP to KhrlulhcheV1s 
·'~~Russia yae only to show what cnn happen to a non-worked-out aspect '\t (1\'br d1alectics-Hegel rr.ade h1m see o.ll the leaps where there was 

gradualness, all the self-movement where there was external 
re!'lection ~ the "International" or est&b11sl:!!d eocial.ist party 
the value of a theory of knowledge that has within it "all the world
conncetione"• the motive for~~ 1n the ideal na well as-the reel, 
bU'to the iM1 rldnaJ , the "peraoiW wld ft;ae ", how c~~d. th:t ::.r.!..ee 
as mereta until" ai'ter 1917 did. not bl!ins a new world social 
oro Something has to be left i'or our age, no'l 

Youra, 

Ray ax 



\ Nov. 22,1960 
"t' 

Dear HM: 

TBlking out loud alone is certainly no substitute for a 
dialogue,but the fact tl'l.at you are in Mass. and I in Mich. is 
permitting me the illusion that some one is in listening. In any 
case I reel impelled o~ce again to return to Nikolai Bukhar1n 1s 
".i1.stor1cal_jj_aterial1sal> • My phrase that Bukharin treated society 

--as a-dead iiitter,-SOiilidBd slanderous and so I turned to b1s chapter 
(IV) on •society• and there (p.B4) read: •we -'.ncounter nQt onl:r 
simple bodies, whicb at once impress us as constituting units (for 
ex., a sheet of paper, a cow, John Bmith), but also meet with com
pound units, intricate quantities.• 
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Incredible it sounds when a revolut1nn~ry MAr~i•t 
speaks in one and the same breath ot•a sheet or paper• add 
a humab being as a •un~t•, but it is the actual, irraaiatible 
ulti.mate trom ~one iiwho\\never ou1te unders'tcbd thr. d1:.lcet.!.c 1 {to 
uee Lenin 1 a phrase). It socie:Oy can be turned. !nto sucb an 
~bstraction, it shouldn't surprise us that $Cience too is made.1nto ' 
an abstraction under which human activity is subsumed. Hegel had 
the right vora for that method: •For this reason determinism itaelt 
suffers from an indeterminateness Which forces it to go on to 
infinity; at any point it may halt and rest satisfied, because the 
Objf!Ct to ••hich it has pa2s"d over is rounded in itself as !I formal 
tota11ty snd 1s 1nd1rr~~Ant to detPrminntlon by anothFr.• (~haptcr 
on•Hechanism•, Schnee ot l.ogic!~p.35::?) 

11n place of self-activit , Bu<tharin, as all good 'i 
determinists, 'looks for eta .as 11lib Wll "lawe• of developllent,; 
un1rorm1ty. Indeed, hh cstil1ty to selr-determlnation is so abd'l 
l11te that he conceives of 2 forms of uniformity, teleology and 
causality, and callaallty, tor B11kharin, is one avant, causa, being 
followed by another ennt, errect.Hls thinking is confined within 
intellectual planning or what Hegel would call •selr-aetermination 
applied only externally• (Ibid,p.39l) 

Having defined science as obJective content 1n and 
for itself, HI can olaeaity•bourgeois"acience and'proletarian• 
science according to the abstract universal or usefulness or what ' 
vould noa'o-adays be called •neutrali t:;. • !!is ·ctloiae of •proletarian• ~ 
science is therefore quantitative -it 1e mere •rar-alghted•. ) 
Even as today 1 a Sort at Ia well as American ac1erl'llf, Bnkharin... ·. 
T'IZ'Q!~ keeps 11elng oatAgorie 11 or a lower order, part1aularly ""~ 
llllltlfeiiBtical categories Whlcb preclude eP.lt-movement and traJUifor- , 
llation into opposite for he see111e not very oppreaively-re of the , 
fact that specific cuntents have specific form; or moyement, and 

f man 1 a selt-actlv1 ty cannot be subsumed under ecience, wh.f!llher that 
1s 1 R<>ar Glghted" or •tar Blghted... !'lot -nl,y far d1startt but 
ac:p1.et,.1.y unappl'O&ohsble '01 th Bukharin 1 a oategor1P.s iltande the 
young Me~: "To heve onA b~s1s for life and another tor science is 
!LQ.!:!.o.r1 a u ... • 

I ne··d not tell you that, !n eontrn!!t to Bu1<h~rin 1 s 
rmechanicnl materialism (~h1ch chsract~rizea pr·~pnt-day science), 
d1nleatics sees thP subjP.at as an in-and-to~ 1taPlf determloatese 
wtueh ha 6 aa;;ro;.:r1atsd obl::j! t! v1 t~: .. Con#tll!oqi.H~n tly t th~ aot.tn ty __ or 't~ 
erid is not lrected a!(alnat 1tgel , tor thP. purpose or a~orblng ,; 
and asa1mH.'!t1Dg a f11v"n detArnd.n&tion: 1t aims rathP.r at pos1t1ng 
1ts own deter,.1n.'lt1·ln, an<l by tr&nacending the determ1nat1ona ot 
tne external world, at giving itself reality ln thn form ot 
external ac~Uty.• (Logic, II, p.46l.) . . ... 
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The fact that present-day scientists and sociologists 
not shine Bukhar1n 1 s shoes only further emphasizes the fact that 
once you identity men and things you fall into the trap of the 
fUndamental alienation of philosophers in class ....t society 
from the ancient Greek dichotomy of form and apeironi philosophers 
and slaves to its culmination under automated capita ism where, 
as you put. it, ontology has be~'l transformed into technology.~ 

Lest you oonaider my contrary stress on subjectivity 
•pure• idealism, will you permit me to sum up ~t it is I have 
been doir~ s1noe 1953 .~an I became so preoccupied with the 
Idea? The .. essence of those May letters was that there is 
moveJIISnt from nraotice to theor.v ae well as from theory to n,.,o .. 1ti 
The reason that it st1r.X"ed up such a fuss in the eectarian 
is that heretofore is that this statement of fact was ~de 
ent' to inat1nc!t: workel'e, of couroe, bfld t~ •MgH.11 instinct 
Marxism, •or course,• had correctly general~zed this instinct 
a revolutionary theory, but ••• 'Iii thout Marx11!t theory the ravolu·ti.•Jna 
ry practice would get •nowhere.• Above all, it ~~a stressed, 
Marx oould have seen tills where Hegel's idea of practice was 
the ~beery of knot.-ledgr. •cnly. •. Therefore, to deduce th1s mo•vemlellLt :: 
fr()m practice from Hegel 1 ~; Ph:Ll.n..o>:>hv of Ml.nd, ran the argument 
against me, le Ehcer abandonment of tile real ~~rld tor that or 
ivory to\:'ers, a return from the ~oorld of action to that of talk of 
1J>h1loeopbers'. The "pllilosoph!:'re•, on thAir part'}' ~ere as little 
inclined to b~nd their ears to the earth and listen for any nev 
implllses for theory.:r- A short month after my letters were dis
patched the rirat revolt from behind the Iron Curtain started :U*k 
so tbat both 'the man on the street and the Jlhiloaopher, not to 
speak of the vanguardists, ha:J. to clange the ctueetion: Can man 
galn freedom from out of totalltarlnn stranglehold to ~ he? 

From 1953 to 1956 (Hun,;arian Revoluti<>n) we were 
confronted, on the theor~tical frcnt, by the sudden attacks 

I of Russian Communism on Marx's humanist ~itings which turned out 
to bave been used by •revisionist• Marxists as the banner under 
wllich they fougll~ Co!:l!llunlsm not only in \lee tern Europe but 1n far 
away Africa wherr., on the practical front, the most significant 
revolutions of our epoch wei'fl unfol:i1r.g. As my ideas on the 
Abeolu~e Idea got ;orked up 1n MARXISM AND FREEDOM they were ~ulte 
gen>sral. It was clear I *all ~lt,1ng gingerly not b"'ca11se I found 
myself outside< any•recot);nized" :noveuient but .be~use I wa deR11ng 
more with Marx' a age thr.n ours. More than :. 100 yonrs divide our 
age from th<' perlod when the fo..tnder of Marxi•t1rst stood Hegei 
right side up and ve~y nearly dismissed Hegel 1s ooapulsi'n to go 
rrom the AbeolutP Idea 1n the Logic to Hature as "boredom the 
yearning for a content,• on the ~art of •the abstract thinker who, 
Ill!' do> clevl!r by experience <:.nd enl1~htanei beyond 1 t.a truth, bas 
decided under w.ny false and ~ti ~l a~r.tr!!Ct conditions, to abandon 
himself ~nd tO 0 UbStitute his OthernPS£ 1 thP ~~rticular1 the 
detP.rmin~d, for his selr-ccnta1ned b~tng, his nothingness, his 
universality ~d hie indeterrn1neteneaa.• (Critique or theHe~elian 
rislectlc~ NPVf:.IT"thP1~~~ t.h~ !ft}J..tl'\~ MJ:~l'~ c."nnot stop there and aoaa 
follow EeeAl fr"m t111ture to M!r.d ~ b!·~ck!ne off, ho~raver,it. very 
ehot•t ol'der. * 

*Curiously 
without my 
par,.~B4. 

my letter on t'h1loeophy of Mind began t•1th par. 385, 
lr.9.ving been aware that Marx had broken hie MSa ott at 

~· 
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From then on the Marxian dialectic is the creative d1aleot1c 
of the actual historic movement and not only that of thought. !he 
continuation therefore resides in the three volumes of CAPI~L, 
the First International, the Civil War in France and the Critique 
of the Gotlla Program. A rich enough heritage not to get nulllll1fied, 
but the objective world has its own way of 111Bgnet1sing so to speak 
a s1nglP. point in thought. 

Only with the collapse of that world does Lenin feel tile 
compulsion to return to the Hegelian origins of Marxism 1 '3(11t 
the Russian i1P.volutionhas a '!lllrld to remake and no time for abstract 
discussions on the Absolute Idea, (Lukacs limits Hegelianlaa to 
the single field of consciousness as organization, or the party as 
the proletariat • s "lmow!ng'. In any case tbP. period betlll!en 192~ 
and 1953 is n p~r1od or standstill in theory so that the movement 
from practice finds no theory to lillltch it even as the new stage 1n 
production t'i~s only 1n the workers battli!l8 antoJQat1on eny new 
points of dopSirture fo'l' theory as for pract1ce, 

Now those lo'ho stop w1•h •mow1ng', llhether they a:re 
neutr&.l pertiaana or a technology sans clan nature or thought , 
embodiment, or Coi!IG!unist adhere~, to part1noat, (be it idea1ist1ca].lJ 
a la wkE.cs or cynically a la Kadar), fall to grasp tbat both in 
Hegel an(! 1n V..a-rx the question of ,.,.'l!!,.,._, =t=•xt*•'t)' t=ta 

r cognl tlct1 it-' uot an c.bstl·a\;t 4uc-st1vn bu.t & Gcnar-&tc, d1alec:t1oal
empirical one of the hov thought molds experience or gives action 
ita direction. It' the Whole governs the Parts even when the 

_]'!<hOle is not yet fact, then eurely,l<hether liegel knew it or not& 
~ thP. pull of the future on the present also tugged at h1s 1,11ystem 

'lri.th ~uch overrvhelllling force tba t he could qgt escape i.t,. ivoey 
tower or no !'tory tower, an:y more than personal capitulation 
to the Pruss1an State could compel his philosophy to stop there 
to senurlect instead or rising o~t or it and even out of re1igion 
into th~; absolute ortbe new society hP. as pe):'ecn could not e.Usage. 

Someahere D, H. La~Ten~e says or the relationship o:r 
a'l'ti!t to the <:Ot'k or art: Artist& are tha i:>iggest liars and are 
not to be taken at face value. But that art, if it 1a really 
grea-t art, is "r"th nm1 ;.lll reveal both sociaty and the ~ision 
of thf! artist he llurlez in his explanetorj' lies. It is e'7en 
truer of ph1losonhere ln general and Hegel in onrticul~r. ~~~t1v1' 
a_! objectlvi t:y s.bRn>'bed h r.ot for the !>hilosoi;hrrs, but tor t~ · 
masses ilriill tis tEeJ who nr·e wT1 tl.ng th~ ne>~ page of history which · 
io at thz Fame. t1mo a nE··r st~lif! 111 cO<Cilitiun, &ven liS eve'l'y prev10'.&6 
grest ote; tn philosophic coeniticn •~& made only vr~n a nP.w leap _ 
to trsedc~ became posuible, sc ~resently the new st~gglee for 
fr•,.•doa tnA 1>0rld over will carWnly shako tb" lntel:U.cfluals out 
or the stupors so th!it they too can create freely a new •category. • 
While I may no~ be waiting bresthlessl:y for obese 1deolog1ete I aa 
for th~ 1deve'lo;:::1ng subject" ttlht is; thP. 11negative tActor. • You 
can 1t really m.e.ln ~hat jou are "glv1n~ up!t tlu;- 1&aaases, CPil you"l 

.. ..-~· 
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December 22, 1960 

Dear RD: 

I do not want the year let go without thanking y:>u for your 
letters. I reed them several times, but I am unable to dis
cuss them~in writing :. there is just too much to say. 

To me, the most important passages ere those in which you stress 
~~he need for a reformulation of the relation between theory 
~ practice,~~he notion of the new Subject. This is 

indeed the ke I fully agree with your stateilent that 
ths ~elution 1!~e iP the-link between the first and s&cond 
negaUon. Perhaps I would say: fn -t:ne ~liE!l!--~J.IS£!LIIdo>nee of 
ma~erialism, or in the technolosical Aufhebung of the reified 
techniCSl apparatus. 

But again, although I am trying hard, I cannot see why you 
need the Absolute Idea in order to say what you went to 
say. Surely you do not need it in order to demonstrate the 
r~rxien content of self-determination, or the Subject, ete. 
~e very concent of th~ Absolute Idea is altogether tied to 

and justifes the separation of material and intellectual 
productivity at the pre-technological stege:\ Certainly you 
can "tranelate 11 also this pert of Hegel - but why translate 
if you can speak the original language?? 

Please don't mind my all too brief and inadeouate reaction. 
I am •till too muCh absorbed by these 'nd other oroblems. 
Eut one day soon I hope there will be more. 

With the very best wishes for the new year, 
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. ""--: • . I ahoul11 ltb. to. c!hUa w!'lat ! han to sar toto t...,o parts, 
t.H6-~~at. dealla~ v1th rou~ queatloa aa to wh7 I ~~eEd t.~ A~~olute 
ld~a. ~: .~ tran~l~J~tl 1.r JC\1 es:~ e;rsk ~!l!! ';)!'!.31=~ laca-..:.1011 1• : 
41aaoref vlth ]OU w~er. rou s~7 t~t "The ver1 ~oa~~~t of the At;olutc 
!~ea t• alto~e~~~r t1ad to snd !~3t1!1es ~~e s~;~:attoc o: ~~~l~la\ 
aad 1atallectu1l ,rcductlvlt] at tho pr•-tcc~~clo31cal ata0e." lt 
vaa not tha ?r~-t.ech:olo01c~ at1g• that t2;elled Re~9l to tho -~oolu~a 
Idea, A!thou~ he c~rtalal1 ltv~d la a ~r~teohnolOEl~al era, lt waa 
the t~ot that the ~ca~h Rovolu~loa ~d not trouzr.t about ths atllea!~=-· 
R"aaoa, ::'reed.:a, ;!alt-L1l:eratbii--V!llcll 1:~;,;~llod !:!.a tow:trds ~h• A';::l!!o
lu"& I4ea. !~ ve. ~:;y !r::J !l.1l ?1.:-:t. 2:;& ~ ~:J, ~~ coul! . .' '- &CClt~t. t.h~ . 
tled5ltn~ ;,;rolstartst •• that s~a~lute c~:atlv1t7 whtch would recoa•~ruct 
ao.:~et.7, but. h,. didn't. Juot•0tn u;;" when he ato;~ped al:IOrt vtt~ that .. · j 
vor:&. InJotar u l!~ ce:apro::z~ud Y1th the ?n:Uhi1· ;:ltate, ~e le<.l!!'l - · · ; 

.n ~~ bTa _ao,:t;t.ed the St.sta a3 t~e A~solute a~ th~ .epp:c~~!at ln. )'ilf1 1 -~·.; 
·\::'\ ~~ Gc;y,L~, <J:..O.. - . "! • .._ !e.rz, !n ~i1!-t, was tra:.s!.e::~d :-rll.a t~ pet.t~ l 
• i "l:o;\il'seoh 1ct.allutual 1nto th~ K.1::-:t ve :.rnow tj so ~r;:.tc~ a crl tl~;e 

ot t:c Ph!loao~hJ c: R1aht that tha :.1ter12llst coa=c~t1o~ ct hlator1 
vaa bcru. But, 1~ sll !alr:eas t~ Heeel the pl:1loaopher, he Just 
couldn't atop a1ther at tho State or even Ral1g1ou or lta Art tro~sl 

·- ot tho S~1rlt, but ~rooeeded oa to the A. !, Wh7~ Yb7,vh1n 7ou zc:
:llder t~t he had trokea vlth all pr~c~1n0 phtloaopbJ ar.~ had no use 

. _.:. whatsaevar tcr th• ee~;~t.;r AbaolW.e ot F1chta, Sct.elU.na, Ja:cb12 
~ -· .; · ... · · .. : .. . . . . . . . . ·-:-.. ~ - .. :· .·_ . ·- . 

··._- - ·" ·Let' a til:>rcach thla f1'c111 aaoth>Jr ~1--l'.an.' ooa:h:at r~t..:ra , 
t~ !esel a:d ::ocata:.t.l7 trea:t1ns trom h!.~. Arter 'dal~ Crl tic;ue or t~~ ~- .· ~ 

.. . . zh1loao!'h,7 =! PJ.;shL caaa the Crt tlquc ot th.a He,;alta:: lllaleot1>1. ~er s. · ; 
·. vh~re he braua with th.a Al:aolut .. Idea--and h~ hed to t:reu tro-:: 1~ 
or the d!.ac_over7 o: the Hahrhl1at c :ncctj:Uon cr !Ust.c17 would have · · 

, . bee:1 juet Ca;~~r1cal, rather th&n dlahettcal, c~:~~prehoenaha,- total r 
·· - aD4 lw:la~~--1t. 1a no looser Juat :~~ater1Jl toundstton v11. ln:per-struc~ur·:: 

-. ",' "\_ U, 11 acatnat the !!.-h=-tnhllUo::. cz tl:.3 :c1oa, anC: while he 11 at 1:;, . _: ·, 
... :';_:··'~:·.·be ·rlsh\1]' reJecu tl::e phlloaopher aa t~e ]'&rdat.lok w1theut tor:;ettln;;, .-J 

··.-,,'~·-:however, alao to ·.treak with Yeuer~oh'l 5nt.hropolcs1ca1 •at.cr1al1a::~ ·· · ·-. : :;_:·-.·~ and. wlgar. o~aun1a::a. By tha.t. U111e~he l'.a3. barel7 1:ectloa~cl Absolute . ·n 
"· . : ·-;_ Jllzd ~ the whole ,.. .. 7 'traa!u ott: V1 th the 1848 Revolut.1on4, . "'.~. t . · 

·.": ~: .' · Han ccrtalnl7 hal no turt.her •uu• tor Hoessl, e.r.4 ]'et ln 1059 !le b' · : 
~'?- . bu &i!i:l~n. !t cont.rut. tl:e •cop:l.n<!" ot H•s•1. ln the tor:~ chDaen- . : 

t.lque ot . Eoano1117 aDd 1n the laDSII&SII ot the Gn.n:C:r1a:i> .-.; 
t.'le Dliilect.1:: no:a the lito ot .tn• ,h11t.or1o ;~erl~; 

thll.t tl11a t:-eak troa Beset~ ·t.hlt tlnal. tran:acenc!.!:i · 
·1a .tll1a. t.ua a;;l1!- l!lto _tvo-:;.<.tol-. aa;;!.taltaa· ·· i . 

··,\' :. ' ,•. ·;- ~·:~::;- ·-: .. :·:· ... ~~:..:~~;;} ·_ .. }_i .. ~:~~-·- -:~f~"> ... 
' 



~iJ;~w~tii~i£5.~~~~-§~~:;~:s~id~'·,~·:·~'·"'.~·' r:;.·"f'o,: 
:yt!ui-generat 'il~solut"e ''fi'if ·o~ ca:i1taUst 1CCi.'11Ul!!t1on,' a::~ tor·•tho.- : 
' :ceeat1cn ·ct t.he netat!:on•· t!:e nev ~aialoca ar.l! new tor:e3. :··~,: .. 
· · .. v!:.e:: he "tu:-u to Cei!tt;tl aner the_ !'?e~ch. P.e:rn1.•J~1on (:<:'.C.}. snd . '··' 
: lnaerta--c~go!s ot \n~~!!'lll.!4!\~ •sc:\t!'lltl:'\e "lal.ue• toth ln ~~pte!' One 
·on the ?o~~ of "lalu~ sr.~ tc t~e ~srt on Acc•JOulqttcn 1t3 ul.!t:at~ ~e-· 
nl.o~:eiitlrJ the cenc:en~.-a~ton o! J:-3.?1 ~gl ·in the !lsnd~ c~ t atr.~le 

·:cor~oratlcn.-he ·~ t!le ~a~e tt:e ~a~e~ the ••urel.7 tee~~teal"·eha::~e 
- ot elb\natln .. ~ut B1!11"-" a a a aeper~tte· ;:srt., auterd1!!lttng 1 t to a . .
.L .. cbai'ter f'oll:>wtn~· ca;l1tal11t •ccu:~ulatteD. -~..at 1s to =a1, 't.!ie !:.1!..: .,.,-. 
·-' tor1cal'.'tenl!auej', the v!:clle·mon•:umt 'fro:: prb1th!: !lec~tlon·th~gh: 
·:· __ e:tpHallst1c tQ the .ex:;>roprtatan bcln:; exp'l'o;~rhtll'" .... 'ncv la ·not · · ··> _ 
····lust. .a ae~atton ot )ll~ 'lle!l1t1on ~1n z~eral" _tut· t-h•. _e:=l'c!rtca!l;,- :selt"->.,f·. ·-
· l!e:T'lop\r::; au~~f!et; !:: Lt:J lce!.eal,;. phttoecl'hl'.::a1., h!etor\esl a.nd · •·. 

·• t~\.'r1!!1l&l l!e"lelo::m~n:t.;· ·You vt u· rem.n~r \!'~~ lle ~s!l:e:1 I CO::!! ·crn::O, : . 
at ·t~e~yre-te~hncl.eetc~!. .. ?re\e~.,rt'l!t--~~e ~rlb~~~--te th• t'ut~1-
dev.!~o;e~ t:-:~!.'11~c.ll v!:o ·-.\.1!. bl".l. :l:a~:-~r.::! t=.~ t::rb}':.:'!e!.o:te::l ~r:h!e-r"
:e~ti c~~ v~ vlll cet tot~~~- S~bjee~t~!ty ~~~~ w: r~t~~ ~: ~3~e~ ~ta!~. . . ··- . . . . . ... . 

. • Aza1::, · wl:..y thf · J.~Olut~ !d~~, cnt! t-~!.3 t!:'! t!"!::t~.! 1 ~ 
thro-.:s~· Ytt!l !.en!n'.s au~~-· !t voalc!, c~ e..:-ur~>!, l:~ llo~se"lol tc · 
ee::~~c!'!:" tl"t.a~ w~thout •s trenst'or::~~i~:: \.~to a?post!l.•t."'"ti!.··~-!'··rot:nt! 
1n Hl!!~tl, L11!'~1~ veutt!'l't r.•ve kno..- v':-At to do tt'eout thP ~~t~,;ot c! t~:! 
!a'!orid I~t!r!:!tlonsl. -Th!t ~.a, n4rYI!r Vll 7 o!!"e!! "/Qr cne seeo~-! o~ 'lf'~3t 't.~ 
~ vtt~ or vltl":o~:t Regel. Eut tl:e need t.e \:re3l>:·vtth hla cr.<n ;hllcg.::~c 
;Pat, that "lul:~r ~~terlsl~•~ to vh\ch ht9 ~3~er1~11s~ and EQ~trlo- . 

· Crttleh:o:;" !!7e thl! srell!: Ught, the nee~ for !eU-1.1~entb:~ ln ~!:.~t:!h!. 
~uet taTe been ov~r~c~~rlo~ fer ht~ to heq~ ttl.t so Tl~/ much !t hoae 

.· ·Ytt!l tts~- tde~llst .!!e"1..l:.1::.'~::<! tr.deet! he h~rcec! tll."-~ _!.M rreet!a~. t'!'!<e _ < z!: 
'.a~~ ·~ .,.,.._. .. t~~ .... - ---~ =~t::; t"r'o:J. s tl&ncro~' z..:t• i~n • a a -r", ~"""ti tre· t··· 

. ~J=rlrlesi:. t;;--f;~tuti, tl':.' doP.-1-to ..,~;;'! ~::; ·t.~l! ·r~~~~:!· 3 .,:v h'~D 
d1:er.a!on. Thtnk o! hl3 vr1t1n:, an1 ell to ht~eelt at th2t, ":an•a· 
ccsnttlon ao .. o~1:r r~~lects the vcrld, tut cre~tP.s lt". __ 

· : ... ;. : ·I: wm tAke o~ir~. '·.1~~; aentenee t~~ !!eg~l rr~~~~h• 
Ataolute Ide5 ch3Pter whloh 10 prec~cui'l~a ~7 eT~r7 va!l:1~ :c:ent, 

-· ani! •trsnllatetl lt and JO'l v11.1 1ee at· o~:ce that t.hous!l an -tranalattona 
:re •c.,rre~t• ·and S'J1"•ft:r· hlstcr1eal, ·_the7. are b;r fer- tr~ I!T.l'..oustln! · . · •. 
wn~t H~«e\ m~'nt, s~i there!ore,.~he co::st~nt.eeepulaton t~ r@~urn t~ 
hl:a. *'rhe. &cntenec 13. ~!he :sel r.~dntt!'S!~~ttt '..~n !.!: Y!:!~'l ~:-Jne th"!' l-!e3 
·111 ls to -he .. :' it sell' s;teaJ:" ;'·Tf an:t !!a:! '!.l~~~r~to:o~ :Z0!1.t'-d?t-er"'!n~t\o:: . 
ln"the Ma:-xbn s~nse o~ ael:'-!!eten:!.::aH<:l:: ot ns~tona, 1t c~r'.a1nl.y la ·., 
Lentil; . At lent there .JOU vo'Jld_ hs.,. thou:ht_ he would .bave no n'!ecl tor 

· f.a!el. Iet, lt JOU contr'!ll~ vl't,.t ••1.t-deten~1nattor. ot nations lll!:!nt 
,., t.eot11 ;tre-l9l-' 0 'vhen 1t wn nr"l1 , pr1::cl~te, to ... ~.t lt ::eent 

. · . :- poat-1.!Jlll: '11!!!!'0. Ute ~r~ th.eo17. sr.l! . ;hgoaoplly eomb1ned, 1. t v11l l:e _ .. _ 
. :· .. _,'clear that t.vo d1t~err.~t .. worlda;. not cor.t.radlctory :>erhapo, t¥1: .dtt!c:rect,. 

· .. :. are at , hsue there., For,- 't7-"1916 wller. t'h• · Irlt!h Rno1.utlcn ha" occur rei!, '· · 
-~ ••tt-l!etentn!'Uon vun'.t !'oc:eth!.c! -th&t wn bd;:e gtven by pr!.n~t:>lec!. · - '' :, 
· .: Marxhu;· t:ut. aomeU!ln!!'. tha.t .the _IIISII!I!!s ware eetttng sn~ :!!Ttn; ~ • · 
.- l'!,z•:daU ~'a nl!".f Ns1!!n1ll!!' for: thet .,.- rn~luUo:: vh!.ch l:.td been _l:etrsy~, 

, _- tl:c ~e!.l!.u!!. tli!t l!~:ml'!! l:!!"lt'!. ol!Co' thl! sta!e the ;~ro1etar1at ln set len · 
a!a\t:; ar.c! "d'Ur 1917, Wh41ri lt b the Bclshe"l1:ta who hal! to be 

:dc11:1.~- _the illd vhe'c- a vu_ vtt!la: to tab Ul:er~1-.a 
11ere at a sta!e, h~ that. rnolut1a:lrr:r 

Ylll ,u·to. re:~l::<! the ,o,rl.d 
"fJ!~j~tC!,~ •.h,P. )l1:s}.~:~• '"'···I"- 't. •o. • ···:.ze·t!i~lli$. -~ :•" •""'"'-"'' ;u \t •• a., \-: 

~,.EIIIIil "~·"·":::'~·-'-:.,:'!'.:--:' . --·"'~· 



-~~-:·.:·--,-~:-~---.--.....,...-,-~,...-·-- ~---------., -- --.--
..... - .: ... -.-~-·· -.. :~ ... 

{~:~?· . -- c: ;· .... -·· ;.,:~ . : ... " 
? . :: ~ ---:--

- 1'or & re1SD1::s ata\ea:an toe 't:otMr h1.ll;'!l.t-"X1th 'on h1a 4;r1n0 bedf · 
(:Did :rou le!O'lf t.lla\ 1922 :.•n1n oc.:e a~a1I!~:'t<i3ei'• Loch a:~d wl\h 1t 
that ra1ls1ou3 p~1oso~~er Il;rln, w~o, 1o h1a Co:2acta~ on the Loglo 
vae 10 1lluz1~at.1n0 on th2 ~ueatton or·~oacret8 1 that he lnalsted that· 
n:ru, t.:b.e rea=t.1ocn;r, be t'read tr•:J Ja1l7) -

Xow all \hat :J'&IIt aelt-d~t.er.21oat1oc tc 19~4-2~ acd 11' · ·· .. J .... ,.. 

I \oolt olll:r the poU~lcu t.rsz:alat1o12, ~£1'1 wu I to haTe .au:~ the ,_ . 
. huulaa lll tll.e eelt-4oUr:dcstloll ot tl:a .\trlaac »ecnde, 1950-~01 - ,-.,' "-·• ... 
. •no aoU.4ahr:atuUon \II whlcll. alone the ldu 1a 1o to hear 1Uel1'·.·; .,.-.. 
a.,eu•, acd H. l?;~ealtJ v1t.ll. a 41t:!'cr•nt To ice new, a::d to bo• able to bu:- ·, :_-: 
lt there 11 a lle~eas1t.y ~t ool:r !~~~a ~r~ctice or h•ar1D$ tode:r'• aaeses, 
.~t ~~l:.~or:r or l!es•l 'a ph1loaoph7. - - · ·. ·· ·· . i 

--~- I 
It\I .:•nt ~::,a:- juatl!r :~:-volf, I would at:r t~t, tr111ll7 

4ur1ll3 t.ll" :..;~·a, weo:1 I rtr.s> ";J.oc; .. u e:a::or'l4 v1tll t.ha .u:ul'.lt<l :d""'• 
1 t WU j'll3~ ~\It ~t 107&1 t7 t.o Man L~d !.e!llll; Bai!.:tl WU &Ull brdl7 
11or. tba:l e1't:larl.all., alt~'.l:;!l b;; :c:"~ ~!l? ~~~1: or hl:s la::,r~s0e sot. t.o 
ae OTa~ 1: I oc';l!c!c' t l"1tot<l t.lls no\!a. :!lut. o::ct th" nw teclu:oloe1cs1 .. 
~erto4 or A'-l~~::a:sti:n 0at to t.he :Jlner' !l.llcS ~hez atarotd ultln0 q-::eat1-:ns 
\\'boU\ Ybt. :t1!11! ot la~r. tll.e retlUO:: ~o t!:.a earl::- 'l\3!'X ::~u.c\ al.Jo t.::., 
late lhgc1. .u I add, I do ao~ a¢N•~1t:~ ;rou t~~ the .ol.'C8olute I~ea .--. 
rttlatea to ~ ~r t-te~l:ll:los1~al. ata;;~. ~o lo!lg u :laues,....at1ll U!!lt, t"/ 
~!1• dhl.ecUo ~lll, C<l .l.I. vlll. to.•e e:: ~tcw :w11 l:'.l:<lts_.! nat. I 4? ·-
asru rtth ta t~t one• on ~· Y>~rl~ ecah, we h.ne :-e:s=ll.od tha U!.t1:!1tt. 
1n t~olu:o1o~1~~ dS?~l?~aen;, t!:.su-t~ r••~ocsu' ot ttft ~as1ea !~"t~e 

~ .ill"c-t-lc!:nolo~1::u \l:lt!a:--~"·nlo;:"d a~oc~1111co aro t:b.e a;'l:l' t.c aeel:z:s tlle 
•oae\~!::g Q:;11.1 lo \~ .l'~-,.o\Ut.4l !•.!"!~. ~': j::. ~-~~I.U'd :....-~J:a::C: in -l'3l6, 
o:r ~c:J:I:a:-t! Run~:~. 1:: l:tl-7, o~ l:&~}:n~ .1.!:-tc~ 1:: lS$0, ac11allw tl:a~ 
a~so1u~• Ule3t~71~7 of B•S•4 o~~~ lnto pls;r. 

On• rLaal word Qn vh7 -t~anals\1on• 11 no au~t1tute for 
H'oel. It. baa to c!o wHh t~1!._::a~u or_~~ as• one 11-rea 'ld:~h·;· which 
o:rcatu Ua concrete,. tu~-~}.!P~S~ 1_!,. aa4 there 1a neec! tor ratll:'n 

-.,.'lv to the al:at:ract, \lie ~ ~17o:O:Jalliliich Y1ll t<!oome the new oenoreh, 
V\ 7or .xa=ple, for Leola I aae •tran3!~r~ot1on 1~to OP103lta• Yll the 

oa~ego~. v~11e cosntt~on,not onl: ret1ecttns tut cr~atlag, vaa relt 
alone. ~c get ~o a 11~ re1at1QnJ~~ ot theor,. sed pra~tlco, oa a n~J 
~ou:~~t!.e:, ;~~r., V'i3 a b~-. o-:~a:rllri.~ ·'l:t l!.te tn Ort:!'tt~ ~: n-':"'.t tt~A...3-t~ ot' 

':- Mlou:~~~~ oo~ntt.1on, a retu:r:J to lie3el us neauoar::r. Or at lent . 
DU4e4 U, 

. . l!IOY \:1 tll.a 18oOD4 :rea soil fol' tl'J.I l.et"t.er. · I 1,111 1!1•4 ;roll 
. apee \bat a retorsulatlou o.t: the ,..laUoc _l:etveeu \be-~r:r 1:14 practice 
• &114 the Do\1oa of a uev !ubleo\ 11 \!!.' .ll:e:r;· lfl.thnu\ a Dn tonul.aU~II, · · 
tha uoow aegaUoc could be 411'0rhd.aa 1\ 11 'b7 _tl:e lt.al1nhta, to · __ 
a .. n a 110 objo~t--a techclque, a aput.Dlll:, nea an 1Cl3..'(-~1aat.ea4 or t~ ··,· 

.aelt-4iteloplng aubJtot, Of oouraa, teohDo1oa: meanJ the con41t1one tor · 
:~1Ttrwal1t;r, but w1thQu\ a D9V aubJect ove would aut.o=atlcal.1J rola;a' 

_ . to Ule atah or •talenoo• dolna 1\, I c!o Dot kl:ow whether rou haolilt:l 
... -to haTe re&4_tha lateet 1aaue·ot,•tec~o1c~ &Dd Culture• (Y1n\a:r 1961) · 

'wber• A. lTgl'OJrlne, &u Ultor~1D~Ch1ef or the lluas1u Rnlw ot the 
~-~~~!:i:ac,:or~. C1T1lllat1o:a 11 at.t••~Uaa to 4o \lila ,aaa• .thlJ!a wtth •. " . 
.J Oi_~~N,f11~)'eiiOT 414 wUh.~al'll~,- \Ail,t_b to~. '''· 

--.-.:i_:_ -,~_-(. ...... ~_:\:~.;:.i~:"tj_~:":-~--~~~._:r~_ ... ;.-;_j._ :·~- , 
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aq, doaude4" ot U.a claaa content. I 11.::1 writing t!:.e J'ournal a. letter, , 
vhteh I'w1li 'enclose tor :cu. n:' ;~otct I want to :u.:te her• 1a that , i 
vulc&r 3tter1al1aQ, wh1ah rests upon ~ oonteo~latlvs a.tti;u~d to~ard 
realtt7, has, v~on 1t 15 1n p=v~r. a ~cry vindicat17~ attitude to_t!:.e 
aelt-4~velo;>1ng aubJact. ':hia H triea to h~de, eLt:.er by d1.srscard1ng ~- ·1 
t!le a\lbj-Jct or tz-ansr.or,-:~1."1$ t!le· obJ~ct cc1~_n~e into ,-subJect •. · .:_:;:;,·.

1 
. .A ns,;"b~61n~llli!i 3\l.St te ::lade, needlell to U:f not tro:a the .. <-:-:; 

ObJect but the Su'l:ljeot, that, 1 bo:;e, L3 what you :a~en 'C)' "the ult- · -·J 
tranJcead•nce cr· materhltn•. Let 111e ret".lrll ecce agaL:n to Hagel a.::d · --~.i 
t!l&t ksy:.jj)asa~gs on the Second ~~gatto~ and ~ubJ~ctt~Lty: (?age 477) ._, 
"the lldSat1 v1t7 wh1<:'l. l:.l:r. Juil. been constder~d 1a tllo! turn~::g-;o1r.t 
·at the move:~ent ot t!l~ .!lct.lon. n la the 3~:~~,;le ;;>o~ut or ne0st~n 
oelr-raht.1on, th~ lnner!!:ozt. souroo or otll s:tt-t~t.:r, o: U.71n'5 and 
a*'1rlt~al sel!'-:ov~=1r.t., t!loe d1all!~ti·.: 3~~.!'l 'Wh!ch 2.ll. truth hal 1n L: 
acd t~oco~ v~~ch 1~ alon~ 1s trut~: t~r t~~ ·tr;r.acLnd~c:o ot th~ 

o;.,ostUou tetY>cn th•. tlor.ton a~d Ranli-:.y, 'l:l~ ~l".:lt \ODlt.y vh.lch ln tll4 
tru~h, r~st u~oa ~L3 su~Jc~t.1v1t7 'lo:le,•, 

to ov~rc~r:~ th~ *'?~r!.e!!l:! o:" t.1~!::.; t.~e ~17-!r. CC!H:r,~e tc 
te \he real on~ had to ~o ~or~ ~~n Ju5~ t~ ec:trn~~ ea2~~=a w~t~ 
,,pea!"L"l:e. !..an!.n. t::a h1l ncts't'oo~.s, !3 hArrY \fh~n b.-: 3.;:3 o•t:tr t::.-J 
tlnal aec,1o:: on Es3an~9 (Cau3al1~y) tcc3us• 1t ;;>e~lta h1~ ~:l tr•a~ 
........ •-----•@•c-• D_,..J..,.,~.,. ... v"'"•.-. ... ~-,1uAo• •'-c l''""''•a••or.a 0~ •"n• ••"n I.J..u.;wa..a••.., ••• ~rr•-----• --.!:~ ........... __ !o.O • •'""" •••"' "'~ • .;. "' "' 

ac1ent.1!1.: rutb.Jd, t.}ut. !.s to !~:f. the cat~scor;r .o~au:.~Ut: tQ..~ 1,, 
ex;:la1:2 the rels~1cnahlp t~t.Ye!:t: :~!n:! ~-::! :::::lt.tlir. Ul:.~ c:ate!c:-1es ~~ "1-':..·; 
whl:h w-: \l1ll t:a!.a k:lo~l•\109 E,! ~h!t ctJ~'=t!.7.!ly rF~l:. t.~!:!.!': !ll'f~e. !l:~ · 
!reed:::s, S1tb~·!O::t~T~t::; T.wtion. \ -~.:;L:ir:. ':.!:.C!l, :1-fe the t.r3::a:.t.!.c::, c:-

.~-

. . -tetter 7et tr~r.s:~~dd~ce, or o~JP.~;t~e ~Cca!la~ ~Dt~ ~~t~rt1l~a~, ~3 . 

_the object. AJ:d. ;ret, u. 1s ;ll'C0:1le'l.J :::-cQ t."l:.l :;:anao~ e: H<~;;:3l 11l:!o:1 · 
. - w.ell &a or vulgar oater1al~ll'l 1n~::> t::-ue 3u"oJ~<:U~1t7, wl:.ta!:. l:as s."::sort:£d ' . 'I 
· ";_ · I ~uat quoted t.hD.t Lentc -.rrl.tea t.l".at thls :;:lay over whet. her ~her~ 1a - '· 

···. 

: & tr1pl!o1t7 or c;.ua~ru;:llclt;r 1n "tlls l!~a.lectlc, 13 unelea.r t.o hi.:~. ~ 

. , . _-:tincld6lltl7; qU!lclrupllol ~j', 1octead ot t.::-1;;>l1cU,;r, had also .'. ~~ 
a ageo1al, though a •~ccc~:u')"' 1nt.~l'e3t. fer 1:111 te.:aus~ I us~ to l:e qutt.e _1 ~t. a lo33 to under~t~~d vn, Ha~~l, ln the !ncyalo;l~clla, ltata JhreQ 
&t~lt~•• \O Obj~otlY1tJ, w~1eh t~:l~~~= :~t f.~sal1~ ~lal~ct1c, a!.n:o 
frca !aa; 10•1 ;s::>,nat t.:~ l!e0sl, ~t. l:acna:c! to J'Mo'o1, It. would then 
menn that the~e la & t•t.rogreas1on ln hlat~r:t and the fa:ous tr1~11c1ty · 
o! tho d1&laet1a :auat. reall1 b~ocme a quAdru~l1c1t.7 b~!ore we f1call7 
reach the Freedom or the Al:aolu\e, ·· l!ut here, tn the .3c1enae or Log1o, 
we ara deaUns aot. ao :Uilh '111th a~\1tudea to obJeottv1t.;r u to tel!-.. 

__ dovelo;aent· or- nl~-aot.1Tlt1. l:s IIZIJ oau, the. real ~o!nt to Ul here 
11 the •tuanent dotanlcaUon"--the "nlf-::~c41i.t:ns""itove!l<!!llt and ... 

-. ao~hlt7" ... (l'a0e ~79)._-_ · · :::. _·: _ -- . . .· -·.,: _ ·-- .· ~ -: ':·:: ·, 
. . . .... . .' ~ .. .. .•' . . . ~ . · .. . ~.: . . . . . . 

·- ''··; .· -_ . :~_,Th:s follo~1ne and laat peaea ir. all cin D'llt;.nht10ll, . . ' .. 
•peraonsl and free• ;'tree raleue; aetr-t1'::erat1on, alld lt b all doue ;-
Tla tha _three ::loYI!:IIIIU ot Cnlveraa.l, l'art.lcular, and led1Yldllal, whlch •. .: · 

:-' : llt.a chara.:terh.ed the. ·sctenee . o! Lo,o1e aa a vhola, aa wall u ln each of.·-.-:-~ 
··''.: .. 1t1 aeoUoca.- -.x.et ••~ ret.noe 1f11 step onoe aa:a\11 -to l'ag~ 4791 - "The ·. ,:: .'"/. 

:.: beglnn~ns wa.e the U:Uharaal; the rnult ta _the 1ad1v141.lal., .the coucre~e,·): 

: :.~~ftBiti~~g~e: ':=,~ ~gis · '" - ·· 
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.A.nd j~t., th1 dlalect.1o .,et:.cc!, "t~• met:~od or· tr-Jtlo": 
hu 'l:.ere extencl~d 1ta·Jlt into a 3-:1':'"· C-olen one !'ull;:r holda 
on to th~ !'act t~~t 1~ ta c~l::r b~c~~so th• reaul~ 'l:.aa ~&an "decl~~ed 
a.cd d~onJtr!!7~" t rse~ ~:>}, h! 11 ~~k=-.. ~~ g1Ta \!P at \:113 ~otn+. 
&:ld a.a: t.!:.at.':t v!:.,ro Hegt1l z~st r-:.1ll7 :c •t~od c:s h1& he:t4 "cc·~!\\13~ 
ht 11 s:oth.tn:j =ao:-e t.hot..., 9-"l 1~a.ll!.st., :tt.:~r all, who haa 7et onf.r cth~~ 
.•:rata to ~ro••:::. aJ t,ha ".lC~ol~t& .. , a:.d h11 own at t~t. E"ut, celt~e:: 
the •a1ata~• nor th~ to~da~1cn 1a an] longer a .,er• aaa~~;ticn, and 
'WO have :lOt. atO,Il:;l•~ gu1ng tc the obj!Cth~ tor 'roll!. !t don not CO:::!l" 
out. ot tb.i! ~h1loso~hc1•'a !l.;acl at all, Rlt.C.ough each nev Uage ot 
~tar1or1z~t1~n (t~t 1&, of !'wrth~r d~ter:1nat1cnl lo ~90 ~~ 
tctertor~:ation, ar.<! ,,reat•r ~:t~.,=-=~~~ ie al~o l:i;;l:'r 1n~sn31t7• 

-(P,:.u: ~}j .. :to do~b~. Lc:tl:: here ag-;.!:: td;:X h~ar't. cc! ::ear the Y''r'1 
nut •~n~ .. 3n;:•, "th~ r1ohest. oon•~tq'Je~tl7 1'1 ~'li~,,t.ha :U.)!I"t co::::rlttt" t 
rt!!e:or-at! u.J ta::t ~., ~:r:;;!t:al .. Ir.d'lt"'.!, t-; ~· a~ t~.a p:.Lct ::ol~ lt!1!.1..:" 
vhao hi "Ar~t;·! !10 t'ra::~!.C3!l:r tO t'c-.t: ·.jr.;tJ\r.~ !!JJ71llOp~.tc!1a, RSkiTI!$ t~tr.·J",llr.:o 
~t: ~o:.:l·!'~'t :tf!.-.ir 1ll st.1ll u~d !:l::;J~:t!.:tcJ "n t.he ~tal-:etlc. ~lf3r. i'! 
1:..&-hs:S ·JC-::..!1\:di~t.! ~: "c.l::sel: w:.lt. ::.: :~Jr::1lt. !.n ~~~ ;J3lt ~l!-a!~!':t1..!:"J 

.· 

~~ u:d~Jrlt.:od - -\la.,.L!.nl, v~lc'c. lt. 1J 1:~~Q~O~'bl-: t.l ~<!•:os:.~~c! ..,~t.~~·.;:.r:. 
t=.e ~. :::~! t.nit' LlQ1C. E1s t.~r7, :U:w-::7 :::r, ~tl!. t!.ng t:~r!. ;;r:s cv~~ 't:oo!!:r·l 
a sac1~a l1~e Le~~~. he re:1la~d hl~]1~at ~h~n ha c~uld ~;~3~d~~· ~~3t 
t~e Log~.: e~ded ·.,!•.!:. H~.s~:.·:J U~'!::rl~r.~ a"ha::d ~o :1'.~c:-1al1l:.,• ~~e·''~'!o 
:L:l & t.ot,.:.:. t.:r th'l? '.1:!!!.1 ct !io·~1o:J 3::d R'=~:!. ~7, t.!te: all a:s:~c.!h=~ ~""4~ 
tha t~~ o~ ~~tur~, ~hl~ ~en~~ ~~r~13l~~~d· &3 ~lr~:~1~a•. 

I ct c~r"ai:.1:.;r all t:ar t~a pral!~1=~ or ~h!- l?l7 Ro"ft:!.,Jt.ic72. 
Eut e"f~: a.J ;.eo~ !'Wl~ ,t.:. ll·to al.Jo ..,~~~ ·o~:-..at. "M;~·e~-:3 '.!~=:-~t~ l-.:17·~:1 • 
:u~ ":10 ":(~ =.:i.·l~ :t·.·4~l .;·v~ .. 1l ~~?-·.-~ :'!::.~;)1::: :-~:;~'!'·· ;r~: :l@'lr!.7 ~:·J:- r!...:·:J•!·~·'\ 
:J'.:.l~ t'lt':! t~':·J ••l~-:-cv~l:J::1::~ atl"::!a-:t. t: ... ~t c.Tf Ju-=~P.~":., l!.ra! n·n.·~ :::.lt. 
c~ll 1~ a co~~~r7. ~~d rog~rdlno 3 •J~eitl~ l37e: tn th~ ~rol~t=r1at 
(a3 aealna~ our ~3ria~~~rat3 ot l~c,r• ~d tor ~3rA' ~c~;e~ a"d lcv~r 
~atrata.• ;;h.,., .!ln,u.o.!1ll,ot:~d th'! re7tJlut-1oaar7 l:J,?ulae), \.u~~ th:l:;) 

.· ·Ji;;l'triliis t~~ whole w~rld. nut 1.:1 "~ 1 t. 1s 1::~;~on1ble t.o lc<Jl -.nlr 
·.· 4\ at. .he 7ac: ~coco::n tllat. !a vh;:r it 1' neoeaaar;y te loo~ alao a•. 

t.l:>~ mo~L))_..;:u:lnrr-4~4--thl\t._~ s_ll~- t!'&ili<lrlc! must be o':lr COUllt.r.,., ·~.E. , 
Ul.•-e·o11_pirz..2_t ~h" JP.lt-4n-t;,~~1D5 1\lb;ae):. Sac::: tbec to -~t t1nill .. 
.;:aragra~ of ~liw"'l. I. , tl:.o 1nJt1r.=• ~:lat ve h'n not Jua .. r~ech~l! 
a D~~ ~re~s1t!o~. t~~~ thtJ d•tera1na~1~~ i~ •an a~s~lute ltt~r,~L~~~ 
haT1~J l!lJ !~t"tl: .. ~r !.=:<!~!:t~~ 4t~t-!i.""ll1:a.!,1r;n vhleh li uot t~uu.l!7 20~tt.:--:! 
oc.! ec;uall7 l:ot.lcc, Conaquent.l::r tll·n·e is no tn .. 'la1U:n 111 th~• tl'<~<:e.n • 
.:t~e trsn~Hl?n l':.e:-a, t.'!:larctore, cu~t. rat.ho:r b~ t:t.liea ~o ll~tn tJo.st th·l 
Ic!•a trael;y releasta 1tselt 111 aba~lut.e i~lt-aecur1t.;r acd •~lt-rc~cav •. 
!7 rtaeoa -.t this tre~o3 t.~e to~ ~t !ta d'torm1nataaast al1o 1~ utterl;y 
tree--the utorealU::r or si··I1C9 ax:d tloe v!lioh 11 a't:•o!:.lt.,l:r tor 1ta9l:f' 
Bl2li v1thllut. aul'J~~uvu,.. n · · : · - '· . · - . . . . . . . . . . .. :-- ·-~ : . . 

· · .· · ·. • · ·.' . ,!ou •e.• I aa JIOt. a.tra1d ~lthor ot the "a;t3te:: • · ot l!.:~selth.~ 
. · · .fhllo•o;bif·, DOl:' ot the 1dnlh:~ at th• A~ clute l4u. !!!a A. I. h 

/.:. ·t.~ the o:~etl1o4 ot ooF.)I1Uoll !>Jr ~It !!;>oah at t:le at'M!SSle tor troede11, t::!cl 
.. ~\l.ilh1loso;h1~ oogn1t.1Q:l S.S not r. 8Jiha or r;.h1loeo;>l:l;:r, t:<Jt t.he co3nltl::n 
\ .. : . . ot-aDJ obloetl tiRJt OU!" •obJ<~pt• tel::,s la::CS:t tb" un1~7 ot abject &lld · 
: ·i:,. _ aubJeot., th~~X1,1ll~ Olr&at1c_cptu! ~l:l." t.rallsccc:mo_o or ~he t1.rlt no;sat1on, 

. ~flY ':. · , *, •. .. "!iS!::·i,~ : · .·. }::~5 : • . 
,- :·'- . .'' ... 
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Cce atnor >lord on the queatton ·ta to vb;r He5el. cont1nu~d 
~ter he"endcd" ~1th ~atura, vhlch i• the vay he ended the s~aller 

. Logic an~ whioh la thu loc;ielll tranalt1on U you ~~~~~:~~~~~;~::J 
transform his Schoen or .i..o..;1c into a ayate.: as h•; did 1n 

· >·an4 moTe frol!l Logic to ti&ture to il.;oir1t or M1nd •.. Marx, too, 
: . · :.,,:· .• ·:, :volUIIea·.t~ hl3 Cn;;1tul and· Ultowue waa gotcs to .one: the t1rst IIO•:i.Ulll!l;~ 
I ... '.:;:.''-''':··.: ''loe;tcill.lr", · 1. '''· without. eatertris thia aphere :a( AOOU!Dulnt1on,. 

· c·: ; .. •·.he·decided,·. he· .. · 7or,: to •exterus.a the book to 1ncl,Ude the •ot1on 
· · .. ' as ••re"aua~t~ ll"o!' all thAt preoeded,.,but,' ti>.ui•5', a..::e;;el1an · 
.-- < ~ --:-_-, onoe .. aea1.D·1~~-~-tt- · r.ur~._- ::;t1un·vhicn ·rorms a Notlon': ot 1tselt•, he· 

·''":.:-:.: ;"'1:ncl'il4ed 'an.'ant1ol.~at.1on or what Volumes II and III would c:ootal.n; 
VclUIIe ·II, ns we l<Dov, 1a tar from l:o1n0 Hatuu: c·n th~ · eontrat;y, ":·' 
1 t 1s t!tnt tante.st~o; ;:ure, 1ocl!1'4~c! "e1ne;l5 aoetc·tr• ( •acch.l1e:.~ 
one couiltry, "1! 7cu ;•let.u:, onlr :<rarlt t.l:.ou0ht 1t 1raa a tat£> cu;:l<a.Ll.lim}··~ 
It vu ao pure ancl .ac log1c:al and eo unre!U. that ij. c::m;>h0ely dh
or,;anhed poor Roe& ~·hen a~• contrasted ,that. ph&ojas=ac;or1a to t..'le 

. rapaetoua l2p~rl!U.la~ l1V1D5 ott ~ll those un~er-develo~ed 
· • 1 t conquered. .l.lld, f1r:all:t, he tell a us a lao that he wUl 

CO!!!e ~O~!l !ro~ tb.~.!!: he!.ght:! tC !"~ce t.ho Vl;Ol: CCn~:"'CtO ;::;sz Of , ... ~. :~ 
ca,;>ttal11a ~nd rnt.ua of ,;rot1t. a:1cl o;eculstloc a:cd ch•at1n0 , 'but ue · · · 
would onl;y loaa ~lu!UJ:l' all l<ncntlcclge 01' what aocl~t:; •·'· 
reall7 1a 1t we reTeriiOd the :athod. I.Dd ena thoUI)h 'lol=• III 
a topped be tor~ he h1d a. chan~ a to develop the cb..,-tn· on ~lanes , 

,. we know that ·.1 t wa• nt't. reall]' the ala3a 'but tho t,•il SX>d tru ceve.LCii,-.: .. ;.J 
.. -"'· .. ment. ot, tb«.1nd1v1c!,\\'·':.tllat .would eignlt;y \l ncsaU .... n p,t a . 

~bit. Ya&- ilot','::e:relt'·~Ut.l'\lCt.lV" ·of ·the al.d ,· 'btlt ·'(j(inatr.i.:ti7e 
In t.:cta aenae,' .J!rc! 1n th2a scone Cl!l1, Hegel's laat aente:Jce 
the.Hot1on ~crtectlng "1ta aelf-Ltbera~lan 1n the ph1loaep~;y 

.muat be:ir&r.&lated~ atood r1eht-a1~• up. And Heael will <:art1a1~1l:J 
i <;{<;.~;<~.:·~~=·•, ~i ~!t!:t·~~k aa h~ sou on to ~ea.a~be···f 'reedo~m, •. ~no.t. 
) ' ·:l~~,~-~~~~-~.£~~·\J:J~::~ .. :.~_\:71~}~,-'i>"··,, ·,:_ .-~:-··?:-·.:·~-~-- -_ .. :,_. : ,- __ . ~ ·:::,; < -: .. : 
~ •. · . 1. :·;;;;t.~.j:;~{';'~"->' :f·I ,hop~ ·we wi'li ·set· a c:h&o~e to dhouaa 'lili 
i •:, · :· ·':' aor.t.wh.ea I aee Jnu. either the lnat veelt cr !'obrua=7 cr. nrat 

.' .. : · ':.:Haroh.. Let ile ltnOli.Wb1cb. 1s mare convenhnt to1• ;rou, ·,. 

·\~1'~~ ;.-,;':;~;:r~f\1":f,r··.~ .~:;:%! ~::?;E~~:: :•·;;· .. ; .. j. . ·~·.:;?t~r~~· •. ~'·:?:.·:·_~?_:··;:. 


