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Depx Horlart Marcusei

1 assme you roceived K& F; I'n swrprised that you did not ask
for more than the 3 coplesl sent.

The reviovs have not yet appearst and I naturally do not Xnow
when $hey vill appear, but alghready I'm thinking of a "mapplenent. Teu
kmov that I had many more rovgh Idsas than thoes that I daveloped an =~ =
Hegel's Abaolute ldes ever mince 1953 when I £irst broke through the "pomnd
berrier® of Hegelisn tarminclogy. For obvious and not so obvious Yeasons' .
1% wasnot necessary to develop those for the book it#elf. Howvever, I samnod

ficient

tour in

and rather lengthy ossay shat I wonld either submit to a periodical er
try %o pudlish as & bouklot, Naturally I would siiil love %o

ac
"depond®ln you and wondered vhother you would care to read any drafts thas
I would lmmm writs.

1 am anxiovs t0 read your book, 30 please keep De informed
when its officlal oubllcotion dale 8.

As  ever,

*1 do not mgan to impose =-I mean only your criticisms, informel, %o me.
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April 18;1968

Dear Heroesl Fardused

It was impossible after all to develop the ldeas I
had in mind relatlve o Beiel's Absolute Idea while on tour. It
was just too hectio-~I spoke nearly every day for 30 days
sometimes for 2-3 houra a day., <t ssens 1f you are schedaled to
give a leoturs on a university campus, you therefore *belong®
to the Administration @ befors and after and on any subject
that com~8 into their head, The range of sub)eots 1in my case
extended all the way from YAdventurss in the Hegellan Dialectio”-
to “Xhrushchev's 'Foint 4'Program®, with MARXISH AND FREEDOM
belng the center of all. The turnout was also quite different
than antlcipatad--I'2 be scheduled for a amnll aeeminar of 25 and
15~ would turn up ar I would be schedulsd for a double class of
100 and BOO would turn out, as they did 1n the University of
California at Berkeley when I spoke on the American Roots of
Mprxism, In addition there was a radlo appearance and one on _
T¥lg Cavalecade of Books where suddenly I found my work counternosed
te J. Edgar Hoover's "Masters of Deceit". That got me eo angry
that I exploded that "Hoover's work was at best a negalive
approach, You get nowhere by Jailing peonle or passing laws .
apainst thinking, You certainly cannot win the global struggle
for the mind of men by imitating Fuasisn Communist totalitarianlem,
Mine 18 a nogitive approach, ziving people a theory of liberation
--Marxist Humanlsm--ideas peonle 1liva by and die for.® That got
the panelists g0 worled that I had critieirzed thelr "heoo® that
they cutexly moved me away from the TV sereen and mike and stated
thai of ocures I was "a very controvarsial figure, & Marxioet®
and they invited "sll to wrlte in on having had me on when they
Al asusand Hoover's book.® They sald they expected an avddanche
of people, At least I got them to laugh when Ythey handed me
the guest book to sign. 5 i% happensd to be March 5th, I wrote
*On the 5th happy anniversary of Stalin'e death." 1 do not belleve
I'1] ever gnt invited again. ¥et I wlsh I had gotten thut distanee

in breaking the conspiracy of sllence th:t aurrounde HARXIS: AND
FRERDOY on the Zaet Coast.

May lst 1'11 be off onan short lapse-—‘o Pittsburgh
ard West Virginis--and so I {o no% wnou waather I'11 get a chance
to write whnt I wigh to. At least let me indicute the two prob-
lems that are greoocupying @e now. Lver since Hao Tee-Tung's
speech on the "100 f1l-wera" to bloom, I have, inslead of having
a8 straizht roonomio siale caniiallst &rorcass, a phenomenclogical
one for I roel sna% Hegeils "5pdrit in Zeif-Batrengesoni--ihe
D3 soicliue of Culture" vary apropos. (Do you reoall that Harx
pointe preclsely tc tha “n:tle tyne of soneclousness® as one of
the areas in Hegel where the dimlactic far outetrips hls own uae
af 1%7)And while workin: on thrt I haé returned also to tie Al,
agaln in rolation to a conc~ets atage now---tha gomething new
wAlsh made the Dackward Vietnamede rodognlae thoss “haughsy
vassa.s” like Had and Ho-chin-¥inh and sudfany ston tne onward
rush of Rugslan Tommunism throughout Asla. ‘hers are gome very
new imnulses xmek¥nx at work, &nd I'm dying to get down to work
thoz cut, but 1% =ight have o walt, 7

Youra, )} 7

1 notes the Aanogunsameanl that your bod ¥y off e oregs~
conzra-ulations!
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our ace can end must gpee and to which 1t has a contributlon to make

To return to Hepel,first as Absoluts Xnowledre appears
in PHENOMENOLOGY, where he sums up the movement frop Descarte's
"I think therefore I ac" through Ipinosza's abate€% unity in
substance to Leibnltz's recoil rrou this abstraetlon t¢ the
Individuallity of-~may I add?--commerciel, pre-1789 capitalism
vwhich Eanianticipcted and developed furtier afier the French :
Revolutlion 28 abstract Ireedom, or Individual Willg ali‘ggod men , 5 AN
get together and work out contradictions cccording to a ‘gheral wilik ,%

Hepel continues with his vrejeciion of ithe Absolutes of other , :
vhilosophles -when.tho millenium did not follow the Revolution.
d we had (Plohtels mnolysic of Ryolity oo Biho, dehcllins _
Mintellectual tion" (ot wihich lezel says "Subsiance itaelf

y; yould be void and empty intuition") and Jacob¥s "reactionary®
" (my emphasis) reestsblisiment of Avsolute as Tallh &ldiice ToO
this Ho-gel adds "Hewever, Spirit has shown itself t0 be nelther
mere withidrawal of seli-conaclousness iato vure inwardness nor
merse absorpition of seli-consciousnesa into Substance...dpirit
8 the movem f the self which emptics (externalizes 1taelf) and
ect. o) We ll, what does 1t accomplish "gua Subjeet" 2.
t "wound up process of embodinent"; (2) History wog Borh onew
to combine with selence or the ways in ghleh INGWIGdge appears =
and ended un aes ahenlute aAnitit ) Tnt, cg%gthp nronada nf ralanaing
itgelf trom the Tori of iLs self™ wWhilciis sunposad Lo Le "the
hizhest Treedon and security of its Mnowledme of itself™ does not
make it as happy as the g ndins of PEENOFTINOLOTY would hnve it

appear for 1t willl reapponr -~a Absoclulte Idea in LOoglc and Absolute

¥ind in the Fneyvelonnedip and there we will-gao, not the work of
art with 1t92@%339;g:§gn3ued gquivoeal choracter of whet they gave
out as certainty™, but Tnarvias t7 partfied of all that
interferes witn its universnliam, i.e., Treedon itselfy" (2)

~peaessiga‘2331§% a dgmension of belny; in & word
3)Absolute MNibd as the actusRLlIty oy TFevdom, %;he philosopher
Y too meh

eI keeps ronenting owladse is the
Lympus when all the time hLe comos down 4o eayth and its freadonms

d lack of them,§ Thet is wiy I sald, in VARCRIS. AID FREEDOM, 54_'/ i

3 - T~ Wav

'

that "Transleted Materiallstically, the fact trat Nature hrs
cone throusih: the sane dlalacilical develonnent

Dnhent a8 Io@es chowe
thore 1s a noveument from nrootlce 4o Lheory as vell as v.v."

With vour r to xutexmm Yook at
nT oeemand A A + Sl MMy mmn  amarmie o R e
i WoTAL O ; e My IO TTaGvLce
o throrygfor it 3 Al Lier re'1l ret the new insirhts,

REhe new iomulses™ emersin- fronm the ohjoative covenent and the

moburdits of our oge wiigh will commel us to nals conerete what wes
only gener=l to Narx)s ﬁi) tre pericd of the 1230%a--not of
Haitler for I oo considor nol Lo Sovel vment of eountov-yrewalntion
but of revolution~-~the ifronch Sit=Doun T4riles, the American (IO,
the Spanis!: Revelution all adliivn. up to new orna of workers!
contro)l of production . izt is to sz, v elimax in tre Spanlsh
Bevolution and occupation of factorlies by woricrs showed Lhe workers
were moving froa Joviets or politicel coatrol 4o «ctual managenment
of production by themselves. (Zjine period oF tie 1940%ss; Fational °
Repiatance Fgvementy, including Hu.ro desonstratlons, wartime and
posteynr genersl otriles, including 61 movenments for return home,

ending in the flockins Bf thy millions into the Cox.unist Parties
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All this signified; not "backwardness" of worlere, but sesrch
for new political form to work out botlh freedom from cocupation .
and eoonomic eiavery; the fact that that "double-tongued™ eneny--
communism in Western Zurope--von the allegiance is only one ity o R
manifestation that this L1s an oge of absolutes; and that the
gounter-revolutlion is not only in the innards of the revolutlion
ZAut 7.v.  And becanse the two are a0 tightly linked we had stalemat
t with the period of 1950's and Autometion new grounds were .
aid for overc.ming this total contradictlion. where state capital
$sm posed, bub only in gomorol, ond only for theoreticlans or o
those where Comrunlsre sctuslly ruled over production, the question:
of the new type of vorkers' revoltsand the return %o Marx's .
theories of alienstion, Automojion mhde it concrete, evoking the
aueationy What ¥ind of Labor zhould lan rerform? If that was 8 -
cry in the wilderness during the niners! sirike azainat coatinuous
miner, it began to be hoard 3 years later durlng recesslion, and,
gbowe 811, that year it was united with tha ory for p
freedon out of totalitorienian in the Zaat German Revolt.

Prom then on theve ahould have been no reat for the
theoreticians until they had broken turough on that Absolute Jdee
end mbsolute freodom in the menner in which Marx broke through
the mystical shell, and in the conerete manner Lendn, cenfronted
vitn%transofrustion into opposite" wmade his ovwn HEEEmpe-trans-
fornetion with "Turn the fmporialist wor iaio o civil war, ™
no, the Yastion ousht rensined oxnetly as apstract &8 xant had
jt--gnd no Horxlst would move to make the abolition of division
of mentsl and manmual as conerete for our age &b Marx had made
“the genoral absolute law" of cupitelisz concrstely mean for the
movement the mobillzation of "the new passcions and new forces" '
for the est sfiment of the new soclety.~ The greatest deterrent
to the indisdwensebility of LA tneo oticiam is the theoretlcian
hineelf who [ | i Trom Exis ialism to Zen-Tudhism
and froz "war £uilt' to paychosnalysls--anything, anything ot all
to avoid the respondibility of %he rerxist theoretician to be
where the workers are,

For anyonc bound for "cdventures of ithe Hegellan
dlaleciie", tho Absolute ®ind lies Deckonlng, Luil, no, W 50
bogl Lo pemcnting thie  old abouh whe do=nunanization of ldenrs
that Horel is reproschod withe. ¥ow, I oAcit thet the huranism
of Herel g not the sost obrisus element in the Parelian
philogophy, alihough I maintalin the! today we siiould see it an
£3n tmwtoisnd sooopoc.  Naturolly, the oeedenie tradition that
oporates on TFrof, Vildebrznd's cgsumpuion t the poeneration
that ecould wnaerstaad nooci's IIITUIITIIICLOY g 2 oznnal hal
the vouth of cur epech gresp the rrovdonr of tae visidn of the
wet cnsyelopeedic niund of ~urope wio wrotes Eitfﬂ.ln the short

\spa.n of nan's own 1ife, an individual must lecrn the whole long
ﬁ\journe:; of umankind, This is possidly only beceuse the unlivereal i
mind is oporative in every individuel 2ind and ie Lhe very substanc )=
of 1t.,™ It is true thot Yerel himselfdid throw a mystleal £
voil over hls pullcsophy »y treoating it ss o closed ontolozical e
aysbebut he ales waraed azalinct those who becore the gelf-styled
“repreJentativea" of u phllosopilesl worl who, he wrote, "are like
the ds2d burying the decd ™ e put his own falth in the publie
instead, not alone becmuse of itz modesty, but because "it ls
the nature of truth to foice iie way to resognition when the

\ !
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vou oace told me that vhat I wrote in the f£irat lettors
in 1953 on the Absoluto Idea ond what appeered in FARXIER AWD -
FREEDOY were milee mpart and, ina gense, it is. Ho pudlis work

_ popular or unpopular, con qontain the Imiricaciop of thought as
they develop in shelr chstroet form befors LhEY bocone TS1lod Wi

. pope concrete coutent. And 1O doubt also part rat of les
it in ite undoveloped state vas £inding no: ;

- sgreeing walle tho theoreticinns vere ahylng OWAYe Dbt - ‘
‘mesn to follow up the ool with further development and I ooy
tainly would love to have your help, no metier how sharply opit
in breakiig tnroush Lhoes SuTEY petorarian, At least you shom
geroly keop silent. 1 will eweit to hecr from you wefore I

VUl

iee bho peragrark in the 1:5t issuc Of
Tiew on 1AEITT AT TRIID e I
w1 oy e ane
-——-_._,—.--——-——'"“"“ —‘_-HF-——'.’M i
“rhe book centers on tie uenily negleoted or aigunderstood::..
aspoots of Varxzizo thouznts ite thorough-going commitment to the
humanist tiedition of a1l sarliler revolutlonary and socialist -
mowementa and of Coiwen cloastienl nhilosophy. The erucial :
Cpignificsnee of Merx ard Tngeis of this LAsLT gmiemtotion 18
de monstratood by w close poruting of thelr WOTEB. The stadont
of Narxism will apprecieto the arpondices presenting N

‘4ranslatiom of igporteat but 11ttle waovn philoeophi.cﬂestat
by Unrx and penin. The <oluso includes o preface by Rerbert

l narcuﬂeo »




