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. -~a-r cOr:~:r::d""ee; 
__ ::ncl.os-ed. _1P- a, r~e.u!'le o!" my Ru~_P1&n 

'• 

:ne • 

-t-~o.cc~_Pt- t:0.1s P ... ·c4 deoisio~ U..l.d.er oroteet. No 

.lett-er _of exn~·ana'tion ___ or e..nsw~r: ~as a:e.d£ -tO my 

letter. of _P.piJea1. of A-p:til 3; 194:4: •. No attem?t i-.ae 

been :r.ade ·by the P. c. to e:.:"Ol.::-!.ri ite action.whicjl 

violates ~r.e cpir1t of t:-,e decisio~ of t:.e 1~4-1. and 

194-l- '?a··ty convention~ re~ardin~ puolication of 

'diecua~ton materiale on t:-.e :tU~€ian queatinrl. Nor 

t.;e·P.·o. 'botr.~red t:~ diec-..;e-e: ~tfl deciti'Jn 111t.r. 

t1e. __ !~ :ny_ opinio!l euc: .. an a.uthori tarian action 'and 

wsuob a r_up,:r:t 1 c1a1._ at tl. tu.d• --- •• --.. .. .. :o:-·i Ou~; oont:ri.-

but ion are not in consonance .,T-1 t~ t;'le beP:t tra.d1 tiont: 
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·~ Poli~icai· Coiii!:li.t.tee, 
llQr~ers Party· 
:rtc · · 

I 

oear Comrades: 
_. I hav'e_-jua~ reed the current iesi....e Or tile New -· 

Interilo.tioil.al_ .. and noticed. that a -diecussi.-:m ar'ti.ote <Jn .tne
Rue~_ia.n queetion bas· been ·"PUbliShed. In tr.e cou't'se o'i' thls 
ar~icle- the ec_onoei.c developments in Ru.s_sia·, the rwtur~ o:t~ thE." 

-._state and relevant ·_queatl':lns_ nave all been .poc-!d. !1~.,, in 
. the document on· Q!_2!,t~llf!! .,g.e..!,~;ie:L£!-~2.~1~i§.:!L. ir. the
Cctob-er 1944- issue of th~ N .·I. there were ind tea t1:~ns o! e '?O

·s1t.1-:Jn on· tr.e Russ,ien· queet'TO'"ii_whic":";. ;loin ted eo str:;n:.~ly ir. n 
·certair.. direct1on-·tr·.a-.;· it '1fae necessnry fOlt the P. c·. e?ec1!1-
celly i..o disiU!BIJCiete itself froo tr.e ;>oei·ttor. th~:"e, indicated • 

. ~ -:·~- .--. Under the circumstances I wish t~ re:ni.:':.d t~e 
P~C. of· wh.e.t hns -ha';)pened to ':ri"J attempts to bri;t.;-C.efore t!le 
ll.e:nbershi? and -~he readers of the NI _!ll.Y studieS :Jr.. :::e Rti.eeia.n 
c:;.;.estior:. ar.d th~· ool!t.lcel. conclua"'[;na -I have· dra':'l'n f=~m. the::1. 
I quote. from Mj' l~tter of e;H>eAl .t.ddreesec to the P.C. on 
April 3, 1944: · 

11 1) The Nati:.nal cC:.nvent.ion held in Octo'ter 19.;.1 uneni:nouet
ly decided that the Rueeian discussion should continue 1~ 
the publiC _press as well as in the ir.terr.a1 bulle~tn. I 
believed t:mt the ti:ne ~s cor.:e for some party_ rce"ll't:er to 
qeke e.n 6ri~ine.1 St-.,;.dy _of the- ?..u_seiari queet!.-,r. and' exa-::.ine 
the var!.cue theories in ,;he light of the :nos-: COI!!.?lete 

-, _.ava1luble ____ infor!l18.tion ~nd :facts. It_ took :ne on~ ye-ar to 
do so.~-- Durin~· t.h1B ti:De I exa:!'lined· all t~e :r.oterial 
availaCle not only in the Ltbrary of Congress Cut throu~h
out a11 lib=aries· in t.he u.s. :r~t r~ve R~esizr. ccllectiJn~. 
I a teo reexamined ·all the ma"te:ial t!:.n~ B?'9ea.red in t~~e 
Russian Opposlti~n Bulletin, ~hich incl~ded Eome m&teriol 
not translated 1:1to ::::ne;l1.eh. A.t the end o!' tt.ie- ti:::.e t 
drafted my findinbs ana conclusions_ in a docuoen~ o~ 155 ?a;~c. 

":t )T!':.e ouee tion no-r. T.as: ho~ _to presE."nt thie- r.'IP. es of =nate:- in l 
to the ~e~Cership. I decided to divide the study ir.t'!J t~o 
';)arts·, the iirat, _o.s far ac humanly ":loseible, a etate':r-!"r.': 
of the _economic t"ind1n~£:i t.!l.e second ?f!rt, en acaoun: of 
the ecciel classes artsin~ on ~he eeonomic ctr-..:.ct;.:.re and 
the me~hod of functioning _o!' tb~ 'R,us~ian e~ciet:,.·. Thie 
included naturt>lly the '90lit1cel conc1u.si.onc w!':.ich flo,.;-ed 
rrom.'th1~ n.nalyais. EcClnO_!:t1C evaluo.t1one, w!.thOLo.t the nece!l
aary political canclueionf>, oro? a typtcnl practice of p.,.tty-_ 
't.our~~ois 11't:era.l apolo:;ists. I :• . .:.rther rcd-.:_ct-d the :!'.S.tertsl 
to a total of 1':10 pa.;es •••• 

"3 )Cn ·nec~?":r.'ter 1, 194-Z • · '! ha ndeci 1 n Port I to C:r::l. ua tPC Yr:ho 
wAs th~ editor of the :n. I ir.!or"ned hi:n of t!e d1.vitnor. I 
had mad~. He accepted-r~e d1vieion •••• Part! wao ~erinlly 
.,ur.liehed !n the- ~n-o:~ occ. 1 4-Z 1 Jan. and F!'!l::. 1 43 1 In t.ne 
Feb. U! there B-:)'Jeer~d an editorial not.e tc t:;e etfect 
that -these a.rtlcl~e ~er(l 1 diocus~ion material'. I 1!"1'.mPd\r.t~li' 
proteste!~ !n tbe let!er of ~crch 7 1 1943 1 ~rote: 

'It 1e, :.::. my opinion, !tt.lse to ::oll !'e.co;s. gathered 
in a yce.r of research worit in or1~1nnl dccu:n~nte '~d1~
cuss1o:-. :::.tter1o.l. 11 I most certatnl:t do not c:Jnoider 

tbo.t I have "dtcout•!!ed" the subject on wt.lot 1 !iave 
mac!e su.ch an extenclv~ etudy. 'tJU will recall thnt. 
'lll!i'!n I handed in cny Y5 (c£. elao my letter of tran£1-

r:itttal)'I Z!'·tnt.ed tht:t··t lhH\t t.J thu tr~\!ble o! f.'!"_t::.r.,.; 
in a COI:l?letely _:\ect.nnio:Ll :r.nnner:C d.1.v1d1nt:: f'ao~s 
tro:n po1.it1cal c~:mol'...tions 1 bocsuoe I 110.a tH\:t!..'l';.!r 



,_ , __ '"' 
a."t'·ieBS't~tnC- fActs }je set don:.- ~trei;ht·, ec 

that_ w_e have o.t __ lea.st the same. &fec ... ,.Ull basiE in 
dra•in~ ouT varyini; po11t1.ca1. ·conc.l.ueiona. · 1· be
lieve_·you co:1pli:nented r=.e -'for do in!; so, e~ating . . 
ths.'t.·_ 1. to is- t!1e: w-e.y research- wo!'k should b_e- preeente~. 
!:f'·, ._ einc_e then, -_you changed you 'I' !Dind, th3 t is-· you 'I' 
privilege. But, what it see~a to-~e. you are not 
ent.i tled to ·_do is not to. inform me of your chan!:ed. 
1n~en101ons.·.: .Had .. I- been- informed of tr.a.t I '!!'OUld 
have ta.k~n t:.scic-the"YS end· rew:::-it10en it B.s I- had . 

_or1g1rially !n~ended to and as 1£ the more nctural 
1fSY _\.o-lir:!.t:e_: t:h~t. 1e, draw _my politicat·conclu~ioml 
~l?,n!k; -~ith ·my ms.ter!.al e.v~_de~ce." 

"4)ln Aul!:.-u_St··-_1943 .. I 'r.inci'ed. __ ·-_tn P&.~-t Il, which was :SC,;=r!_;:: .. _fl.~_. 
l~ft~r- a ln.?ae ot:; eix-·.reek:s, Coc.--. Shach~man, the ne':"''-:oe-~i tor 
of the· UI,lnforr:ed me tr.at he.-refueed to ?Ub:!.sh t!lis in 
tne NI. and; thct. len~th wa.e ·only 8. _secondary reason fo:r: 
t.he_,ref\.,;,sal.- ••• I resubmitted _the article w!.th~ut protest 
fo:: !nlblication as an -internal· bulletin .. "\~~ -
".3)· For five mor..thE thereafter 1 heard notn.in~:""(-roo_ :::om. 
Shacht.ma'n. DuJ:in .. -o; this time I never rsised tfie -~'u..est1an. 
~ehnwh11a ~e h~d hed- our. national 6onvent1on. Here ~e had 
reaff-irmed the :notion of t":le previoue convent1~n .::h::i't the 

·. auseie.n question be included in the topics ~o:>en t·~ dis
_·cuscion "tcth in the -public press and in ·tr.e 1nt.erne1--tull~"";it 

. . . ' 
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1944 I wa.S ftnally inforr1ed t.y Co:~. Getes 
that the ertlcle isCto conform to the regulation_ei7e -~ 
6 pag~e, decided on a long ti:!l.e ago.• . -

"Thls
1 

1 subcit, is e most ex;raordinar·i pr:;,cer!ure. I 
never heard of such a ru11n!l except for the -.pre-cor.a.vention 
period_. The article was not oub::~oitted in a preconven-:ion 
period and was not concerned with any ~uestion on ~he · 
convention n~enda ••••• The article WllS submitted 9 :non<:.hs 
RBC ond I noW bear !or·the !ira~ time t~qt 1t is eu?~os~d 
•to_con!'orm to regulation size.• In other wo-rds, the PC' 
le _a-sking a psrty __ memb~r to ·cu~ down her poli~ical_ views 
on :a subject ae im:_:)ortan-t. as the· Ruaeian queet1on t"o one
elxth of. ita present e!ze •••••••• 

~wh~~ever. may_ be my viev.e on~ the Russian oueEti~r., I at
tempted to ·give some idee., o! the- functionin.; of the 
Soviet economy~ I at~e~pted to s~~w t~~t the la~ of value 
atil1 operated and l did thin by me~ne of 3G caref~l and 
exhn~st!Ve nnalysle ne po~eible o! ~oth o! the mo~ 

ooerandi and of the stntieotlcD of t~e Soviet econo:~.y 1 criset~, 
~ages. etc. from yP.ar tc y~nr. This at~em-ot, in tnY o~!.o:1, 
stai..;.l:i be_. cc::e"!d~=eC. .. ya luE~:'ble_ • if only !lE a bastr: a!' d ts-. 
cu~eion in any circl~ where aeri~uo s~\.,;,d'l of s serto~~ 
,oltt1cal questi~n 1E unde~t~<en. and tt ia incvmpreh~ns!Cl~ 
~o :1e thet the PC carl. ou.::.:·~st ':bet this and e.ll o;he o~her 
material be condeneed 1.nt0 .31~ht pa:;ec. It ie U:l!air :o 
:ne, end un!a 11· to m.he mem"'t.erehi? and 1 t does not :-eflect 
a seriousSJ1ent1!1c attitude to a ':>Oliticnl probl~:n9" 

~hen the above apoeal-wa& reject~d, l cut·t~e nrticl~ to 
P.C. speelttcationa andi l:nC.e.r protes't 1 · sub:nitted it yet t"nce 
a!i9ln. Thst was ~}' a. 944. 

hnve 
l~xiaxaau ten =:r.~~e/since elnpeed, nnd the et~ht-~Ser 

~s ~emalned unp~OlisheQ. 1 a~ driven to the concluPion t~r.t 
the PO haa no in~cnti?n.c! ,ublishin; anyt~in~ t~t I ~rite 
on Russia e1t .... r in the ~I o: in the internal bulletin. I 

·pretest 'the ' ~atmt-nt to· r::11.::~ I have t:een tubJecte:i 1 an~ nDk 
th.at th~ Q!l""..,..:ial 1 have sub,,\.tted be returned t-:. me •. 

I ":tnt it clea.rly uncierstood thnt I Mve r.ot changed my 
position on. t:~.e ~ucs1an· nc.t~r;~t:l:t in tne •l'~ht ~ •: eot. UP.vt.rthel~ 8981\ 



dUring theao .:.years that I haVe Ceen t:r: s.;; to g~t _an~ article· 
published ·the _eituntion both 1n Ruseia-.. as: well ea. the' st:a>l:e 
of.d1a'cuaSion on._R,lceia·both_in t~.e Party'•_and oull*ide o:f~it--:-: 
·-ha-ve'-chan~ed.· .. -they now -pla_ce the discussion on a new ·taeis 
:and,_:!.t', is on that basis tha.t anything ?.rit.ten by me on :he 
Ruseian·_crueet1on--e.hai..l b~:done... -

_Comradely your~·, 
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PC, 
WP 

Dear cOinradeS: 

This .is no~ a ne\VS ato:ry. . The same Subject)ia.a .bec,-en 
the ,topic o:t: ~etters from me to the PC for over three years~ I 
did. think tlat when· the l'C had i'inal.zy b.,en movod· to approve the 
pablii:e.tion ,oi" my pol.itioal. concJ.ueions to thsatatistical. study 
.on·.tha RUssian economy publishedin the Ni Dec. ~942 that it woUl.d 
:fiil<IJ.~y.•be P.ossib:!."' to writ&. ":finis• to my c.onstant. comp:!.aints 

.about,.thc.pc•a·non-seriouaattitude to a very serious study. But 
- i t·::,turria _-cut otherWi:ae.; · · 

.. ·· .. _ . . . 0or:1~ Erber.5<u• just informed me that, despite the· 
·. ·Edit.or.tal :Bo»rd' s decieion·:,tha.t ·miT. artie~ a· appear in the November 

'1.esuo .o:r· t1Ie: NI, th1.s would not be 'done due.,to technical.. diff1.c,1l.,. '· 
t:Leo. · :E>erhaps. Jlut ·I 'witlh to .. cal~ the PC' s attention to the 
following facta: '(l) the article was l">.a.nded in aufficient:Ly_.in ad.-

'vane<> of .deadline; ( 2) the llanagin.g Editor, knowing that 'lh.e .LA 
hi>S•priority 1 she>.>ld haV6 handed in the mat .. rial. to set in ·type ' 

. so all not to. coni".LiC t w1 t}l ·tbe LAe and ( ::S) the state, that 1~, was 
im_;iossib~e to haVe waited for th:> printer to sot the- article. since 
tllat'w·.oul.d have ""'""'t a week's d~ay in theissuancc of the Nl seems, 
.to _fie.y theleaet,· wt:al::o Even under these circumstances th8 NOv. 
ioaus woUl..d have come out by the middLe of themontll. That 'IIOUl.d 
!Uive 'be'im B.head of the schodUl.ed appearance o.r many an issue • 

. , The lack o!: :eo~shcvik UK scrupfllouuness in the handling 
of 8..1. opponent'S paint ar View is indeed deplorable, particul.arly 
at· .a time ldlen ( 1) t\00 separate Party conven t1 ons had vot&d .t.o 
oiint.inu~ d. ieeussion on the Russian qu_eation in the press; and(?)· 

. ·our press has published oppoaing viewpoin~s by non&I>arty mGuber!jl 
yet has seen fit to ke~p my views out of print. •· ' 

I.ack that the PC acta pro::~ptly and·seea that the 
article gets .into the current NI. I MSO requ•t that this letter 
be aent out to all NC members and alternates, 

Comradely yours , 
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