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Urst'two 
some 1,500 pages.
whole _collection. to 
THREE HISTORIC .. · 
' ThE{riiOst e.x.cmni'DS'pect o_f the Collection is i.tw.t we get tO 

hCnr Marcus GnrVey speak. Cur hlmsr.lf oo that Ule reader can 
l>Oth ·view Garvey In his own lime and hb:torlcal setting and 
judge for himself .what 9arvl!y"s relevance Is for our day. 

11lrtoe historic criscs·from two !{Ulte dlrfl!rcnt historic 
period~ show lh'-' rclc\·ancc lhnt the llarv-e~ Papers have lor 

r.iur day~ The nr~t. cri!:is arose m ~1e period betwe~ iil~~']9~7·;·; 
East St. Louis anti-Black pogrom· S.nd thi!o "R-hti SUtrinii!i_e! _7 
1919"- when rae.-: riots swept Ute _counlcy'.1:nd_the.lnfamaus ,~-

. Palmer: raids lb;it"J.-r_Jo~dgar;Hoover~~carhee.dcd''aga!nst~~ 
_-·~subversives'.'. go. vi:= the GaTVi!Y movement itS !inst impetUS' __ ::~ 

as it- caught_"a ';.:ew stage. of BJ3ck:~O~ciousne&s_:fl~-•::t:~~:;~z:: 
Against lhe b:~~c:kdrop oftla:tu.•--radtl ~rls_l.~ Garvey•s<_l'lp-~1 

peal to the B!aclt mas_se!t odeelared: ",.•Am~dca;·ti:J,stb·as- bHia -.-· 
'.ringing the be!ls oftlte world, }iN~Cia!rnWg to tbe.nat-iUel: kilt!':.~. 

the peopl_n lhe.recfthat shf' bas dcmocruey.to gl~e to·au and __ !, 
sundry ••• hat~_ herself no sat.isfaetioli to•give-u.eoo,:oooo!!:!er',:f 
own citizens , · •. • over the brutal murder.-of ruea;·~cun-en ftlld •: 
children for noot.her l"<f'&SIJn than thnt they are bl;~~c}c:pf:(lple.:.f 
·seeking an iaduslrlal chance hi tbt::wunlr)'.thSt theyJ.\B.ve~·_:_ 
laboured ror lbnoe ~~~ed ~·~~~ ~ ~ake_great.:•;'i]~::;~Ji\"'/ 

The second period distloses how very (lll!en:Jit 4 the unaer~·.:; 
standing or ~farcus.UaE"Vey b)' a generauonJ.lt_e,that or _the:-~. 
1960s versu~ the attitude of Dlnek itl.tcllectuala in Garvey'st-. 
tif?e. Where nn l"lteUe!.:t.nat like·.•.v:~.B:~Dullnis hclpf:d.t.a·,i. 
railroad Gan•ey out c.f the countcy;-,l-wa:;.-the Black power.;' 
'gcmeraUon of-the lSWs .which revived, Gatvey:~:S.lthougb,.:; 
do~g so \vitht~ut lully,_b:-euking CrQ_m th_e· ';'_!~~n-~~t~!l~'F; 
eUllsm of DuBois, who G~ey !ought.:· .. ,:,._._,,· .. ., :.~:;o·-\-1'.•-t.,.,..,'> 

'And Udrdty: \\•hnt'emefgCd with the world f~rniet loUCW-;:i 
ing the Russian Revolution led Lenln to reccgnize 1.::1 natlona)·.~ 
democratic rilovemCnt-&Jn·lmpt!flnlb'illacds' :ei!ch_e.s- G.a,r:·z 
vey·s, a new diah.'CUc. o! !.lbc:ratlon.~~ _turn;-Gorvey'b&d" 
himself rt'Ct'lgni:zcd tbat.•:soll>he1.-ism ; •• is going t:) &prud? 

·until ii. finds· a haven ~n the breasts ol aU oppressed pwj)lE:fii·~ 
and the-n there·sball.be a'unl•tersal rule O!.the masses:' .• (; 
Later.- ·at the ·time· of:Leilln's:det.lh' Garvey·~~a~";'}ed .to 
eulogize him as ~~the world's greatest mt~-n betw~n 1917 a.'ld ~ 

1924 ".: :-~- -~----- -:- ._,,_:_ ·--: ·:.-' "'' '}. :• ":- ::-,;(' •- . .,;:,._•-·;; -, 
· 'The p01ili ~~ th~i ~s ~~~lhst'A~Crlci~ Ma~ts;:S~ett~d-.- · 
white, Lenin was \'irtually alone amon_g: Marxlsi.o'.O£.tbe pe-__ - · 

- riod who saw the revolutionary dimeusJon of Garvey and the· 
mo\•ementheled.-._;·:·.-~' '- ---:-- 0 

-'-:-· • ..:_,_~-,\.-'·:--·'o i;-.;-: 
Thi'l inescapable. ·~ROO dinlension",or'the ·Ga'rVey PB.pef-g- ::: 

brings us back 'to Pro£. H!ll's Introductory_ overdew_to the-~
whol~ ten ... olume collection.-The comprehensive-ness:. or 
Pro£. Hill's grasp or the documents can_ be found not alone In 
his overview, but'ls·:occn ns well in tbe-.scbolarlv,Pap-' 
African blograppicuiJ:>ke.tches appended to Volmrte 1 B!l~ lR 
his quite erudite footnot;.;~s to botll o;olunu:;s~· One~c:,r ~~,!~~~ 
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'. · lci.i;bti~ti;lb~ bb~rio~~;~y--~~-~~~jJ;;i{jh~tF;~£:--lliJI'; 
documents is the pai"allel between Gai-veyism' and.IWh na-·_~ 

. · tfona!iS~~- .'<\/ :·;~' :':.. ,_j,;::_1.:-i ;~_,_~>~_;-_.,:.: ;;;:;~-: -i ":·-; ~; :~~~.j-; ;_:· . .i~~}}'[~;·_,_~;{ .::: 

.-·· .·It iS precl_sel)' &u~b ~a1:fve !fthf?la~~Ip _tba~ ~~ ~-akt'~• It·, 
difOcu.lt' to_ comprehen_d;wby,_ln -hlS_overviel\';.,ptOf.• mw 
didn't @ly brlng~lD. lh_e~frupad~or~tlie~R~Wsl~l'_,Re):o_~~-n..i_G.:s:; 
upon ·caney·_whic:b the docwnents themselves_'pG-lnt-tD. -In· 
being ~ C~Uc:~: 0!: B. Ia_~:· :.~.t&l~.*:l~~; "tnth~F sufu~t!si:J ·.-tti .. ~the~ 
Negro.quesl.ion;-_Garvey.·wllls nct•atra1d of,_~·Rec~:--wben u; 
rneaut masses in m<ltlC.n; Norl1 It a_ quHUon ofdi~>r~gnrd.fjlg::; 

"'the_oc<Jri_tr_adl~~J.~~a;:--,;ri")"~ .. ~li-~~cli'-riiitk~fit::Ui_~'fl-'m,_or.e; 
-- lrnpe!""~v.e_t.o.fE~;~Hy~xamlne '~~- dJ_alee1fct;)f_G:ar.v_oy;.s~ a~~
a.Bt_~~-'~o~":~~~~Y~~-~-~ {~!ll;Pr~~~u~~-·,:-~d~-J.~',;.::.{;:i~:\~/ 
~-_--,Just _'as;- anyo~ic 7BerlousiY::lookinS'- fOr.:th_e f.cy~to·-'-Gnr;.! 
· veyism 's ·emergenCe :·out;--of, tl:!e ·,, trfanguJar:: movement;_ oC 
Black thougt\t:" and 'rei;clutioii. betyte<m ~-.U.S;;: C&rfbOOan,-: 

_,·and Mrica:cnnnot:fgnore·tbc·. actual wr.IU~ ·on:;arvey~s · 
:-- Neg~!? _w~rhl- as presented.-so_.·roagnifi_ccntly .lolt.hese~.t""'o. 
~ volumes;_-so IDWit _there be as well a grappling with lhe birth :

0 :~or Black Marxlsm_in_ the .u.s;~:its rel11tion to_ th.e;Rtis5Iun~ 
:, RevQiutlon and·to the \\-Tltings'o! Man:."Only then:ca'n:wC!.· 

fult;{ ptU"Sue the dialectics ol_.Biaclt self-determlnation·boUi; 
~--as t a_~t>Se:-~~Jjc;,~~~pd ~--~P~P~ft&.:~~n· the_·_~_'!r.ld ·; . -_ today.·;-, ,,. -_';'·.-, ~?-~-~,. -.,:,.. .'•"·,\': . -;.':'.·;:;1 <~<-.;_~ ,,.,. •--' __ -~··\·~_,;-;.1_,_.,.·:-'"" ·,·: 
~., .: tlbo orii;tnality • orH:aruzauoUarCapactty an:J inexheu:&tible.
Pt'&!rig Of the ·question of the Black dlmMSion as wor!d,clv~~ 
ilizntlon, as internattonal dJmension,ls to be found withlri the 

~.· documents'ot t.he'Garvey,movemetn:Tbat ls_what brings 
~ Garvey· to->1Ue.-:,'I'bat lntt'rnational _dimension ·_of; Gan·ey's_ ~ 
· .' NrgrO World, his seeking the Blaclt _qoostJon ru;: a world giles •. ~ 
·tio..'l;'ls part of what lmpelled·us to riame_lh.ls new colu!nn· ·. 
Bleek.WOrld.'For Mantli~·P.uman.b:m the BlOck dimension/ 
as Black masses aa·_v.anguard or the 'American Re\·olution, · 

_- or BJaek U·a· world color ol revolution,- has bo.."'eli an Integral · 
part of our. four dec:&de:t-of development. That·!s-whot we 
hope to present iri lh~, co)umn in thtf~riod ahead; :-:-":',~~~r:;::. 

":: ·.· ::o.:.:._' ;·:.~;~::·-::.-._I?:~.~-;~~~·:<TO~-~-.~Un_U~~i)f ~'~~~.:,-:_;):'}~·:_:._,":· -.~: 
-Fora VlewolthedevCioJ,m;,tOf ~·~~rican ,.;;otj Oi'j,f~~~-ln 
relationship to the BJ~ck qo.leSllon aee 1M 4th'ex9811ded edtlion.o!~ 
Amerit:all_t'lvlllu.UG:t'on Trlah Blart Mabes •• V~ant, A qUite 

"Important wort en Clll"V'ey ar;d UNIA·It _Tony Milrtln s &Ice Ftnt: 
Tbe ld"JocJcal and OrJUlzuloJu!.l8tntQ:Ies Gt Marns Garvey ud 
&he Ual.-ule.l Nea:o'lmprvvemnat Auodatloii;_Gl'ftn'NtiOd Prfu," 
197d. £::peel ally ~Vai1l. to this_ P9Jnt Is_ 0.._,10, pp. 221-272. -,_ ·~ · · 
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