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| Preamble .

People " everywhece, today, are  looking '
for & new way of:life under which they can be-.
‘free to guide’their own destiny: to set’and
establish their-own way ef living, own. condi-
tions of work, and own ‘forms of association
"with each other. . . . o

The totality of the world crisis is seen:
in the basic insbility of either the. Russian,
the Chinese, or the Americen social, economic
or political systems to solve any ofithe’
basic- problems of. the working-class, or to be
“able to offer any present or future freedom
from  exploitation, dienrimination, ’ degrada-
tion or misery... ' e L
. The age of state-capitalism, whether in-
its single-party totalitarian form ar its
parliamentary form, can effer nathing to
humanity bub the prospect of .another war.
"The .advent of nuclear. weapons, possessed by
" all contenders for world power, seriously
. raises. the question of the survival of human-
ity ‘in-the event 'of ' such a strugglte: - -

: We believe. that the woerking people are’

" the onrly force in the waorld today capable of
changing present-day society and of evolving
the forms and -the shape of- future society.
Just as in 1936-37, the American working peo-
ple’ found their own way, through the sitdown
strikes, to industrial organization . and the
CI0, so they are searching today for the naw-
political and social farms to Fight the labor
bureaucracy. Since the 1949-1950 miners'
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strike_ and the advent of automation, the
'proolem of ‘guiding thelr own: destiny has
 moved to the point. of - productlon itself. and:
. pused . the basic questlon.l“What -kind of. labor
should man do? Why should theére be a. divi-
‘sion betwsen mental and manual. lsbor?"** - =
.. .. Abroad, the June; A7thy 1953 revalt of'
'the East German workers, and & Few weeks
IBLer,,the revolts .in the. Vorkuta forced
‘labor., camps in Russia xtself,-began that
which came to a climax in the Hungarian Reva-
‘lution. of 1956 -- Workers' Councils leading
the - struggle for ‘total freedom..- They have
answered affirmatively the guestion: "Can man
be free in this age of tutalltarlan15m9""

The necessity for.da new socLety is clear
from the working people 8 opp051t10n to war.
That. opp051tiun is- based upon a vision of a
new. society in which they, to a man, woman
and -child control their own lives. Any oppo-
sition. to. war,'.'wh.ir:h is bassed on less than
thls, must - end in capltulatlon to the war
mOfgQers, . .

r We feel that the Black masses occupy a.
place of special 51gn1f1cance in Amprlcan
. lifed Their struggle Ffor equallty and JUS—

“tice,  which .is talking place; every’ day, in
- every: city of the country . and-.increases in
‘tempo .and efFectlveness, stands in the fore-
- front of the struggle of all oppressed peaple
.. for Ful‘ freedom. Slnce the 1960s the Black
;.Revolutlon is one more proof that:'the Black .
masses -- men, women and childrfen -- are
vanguard in the American revolution. ~ )
Ve feel. that the youth are.a mast

*For"uur part1c1pat10n in the 1949~ 1950
Miners' General Strike, see both the Prologue’
ta 25 Years of Marxist- —Humanism in the U.S.

and the dacuments on deposit and ‘on micvofilm
at . .the Archives .of Laber and Urban Affairs’
of Wayne. State Univergity under the title:
""The Raya .Dunoyevsksva Collection: Marxist-
[Humanism --- Its.UOrigins and Developnent in
The u.s., 1941 to Today."
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,pr901nus source DF ‘aur development._ We

recognize - that "even though tHe ‘youth are not -

directly- involved in production, they are the |
ones whose ldeallsm in the finest sense of
the word combines with' opposition to existing
adult society in so unique a way that-it lit-
erally . brlngs them alongsxde the workers ‘as
buxlders of the new noclety.- : :
‘The ‘rise of Women's leeratxun, as a

;MQVﬂmnnt ‘is proof- both of ‘the: correctpessiof.,
our  having singled: out, in 1955, women as. a
*revolutxonary new force, and of the 1nsepara-
bility of women's llberatlon as Reeson, as
well.as force, . ’

i As part of the total search for a funda-
mentally new way of life, we hereby establish
News and Letters Committees. *Im keeping with
this principle, we establish the paper, News
& Letters, whose editor shall be s worker,

and the articles for which ‘'shall be-written .

on a decentralized basis. ‘The establishment
of the publ;catlon, News & Letters, is -an
- integrel . part of this quest by. workers,
'Blacks, youth and' women, for tota]ly new
relations and for a fundamentally nsw way of
lifeos ~
We undertake that space be ‘available in
the paper for youth which they will write and
C'edit for themselves in keeping with the prin-
~ciple that they are organizationaliy’ indepen-
‘dent of. these News and Letters Committees.’
In ‘establishing News & lettars, our pur-
pose” is ' to create--a means - of -communication
- among working people “on- their  common . prob-
~-lems, aspirations, ideas ‘and needs.  The
- paper thus becomes & weapon -in the class
struggle.. We are creating- o center around
which the basic ideas of workers' emancipa-
-tion and freedom.can crystallize and-find the
broedest possible form of public expression.
News & Letters shell be published at
least ten times a yeer. News & Letters was
crested so that the voices of revolt fram
below could be heard not separated from the
-articulation of a philosophy of liberation.
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~It" is” our "aim to assure 1ts publlcatlon and
"to.promote: the: Firmest unity. among workers’,
_Blacks ‘and other minorities, women, youth and

" those intellectuals who have broken with the-
“ruling. bureaucracy of both cepital and labar...

‘We see the labor bureaucracy as the last bar=

‘rier to the Full emancxpatxon of the worklngn

. elass,-"

Wé“hu1d that the method oF I4arx13m 15'

. the guide for our growth and. development.’
Just as Marxism was born out of ths: working~
- class strugglea‘of Marx's day, so today,
"Marxism is "in the lives and ‘aspirations of
‘the working people.’ We hold it to be the
duty of each generation to Jnterpret Marxism
for itself. The main problem is not what
Marx. wrote in 7843 or 1883, but what Marxism

is today. We reject the attempt of both Com-.

munists  and the Administration to Ldentlfy

Marxism, which is a theory of liberation,
with ifs exact uppoalte,_CommunLSt totalltar-

ianism. -

) Heretofore, American radical grouus ﬁave
failed to establish the theory of Marxism on
native grounds despite (1) the great tradi-
tions of the Abolitionist movement whose aims
and activity paralleled that’ of Karl Marx and
the Workingmen's. First International that

.came to the 2id of the North in the Civil:
War; and. (2) the historie contrfibutions the
struggie for the B-hour day by the American-

workers made to Marx's thinking, specifically

to the structure of hie greatest theoretical

work, Lapital. Me have therefore ‘undertaken
to setufnrth our own interpretation, in book
form. Marxism and Ffreedom . . . from 1776

until today hes wccomplished this taask by:
(1) eateblishing the American roots of:

Marxism; (2) presenting a comprehensive
attack on present-day Communism, which-is, in
truth, s form of state-capitelism; (3) re-
establishing Marxism in its original form of
"a thorough-gaoing . Naturalism -or Humenism";
“and (4) pointing to the new Humanist philoa-
nphy of the worklng-class in this period of
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Automation’as expressed in their actions, and
“in their own words.through Nevs & Letters. . = .
"Mhat Marxism and Freedomy'with its ‘dia- .’
leétical .form of presentation-. of history and '
theory as -emanating. from the K movement “from
practice did do is lay the foundation for. the
. articulstion of .the unity of philesophy. and
revalution. Philosophy and Revolution -- From
_Hegel. to Sartre "and. from Marx. to. Maa, in
_articulating the ‘integrality  of .philosophy .
“and -revolution as-the-chatacteristic.of the
age, and tracing it through historically,
: caught the.link of continuity with the Haman-
ism ‘of Marx, that pirilasophy. “of . liberation
which merges the dialecties of elementsl
revolt and its Reason. . The new historic pas-
sions ond forces set . 'in motion in. the 1950s
gave birth.to a new generation of cevulution-
_aries in the 1960s, and in the 1970s have” put
a mark of urgency. on the need .of integrality
‘alsg of philosophy and organization. As.
against “the party to lead" concept, such
integrality of dialectics and organization
reflects the revolutionary: maturity. of the
age -and its passion_for. a philosophy of
liberation. T NP
) The third of our theoretical-philosaphic
“works,  Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation,.
and Marx's Philosephy of Revolution, was pub-
lished in the Marx eentenary, when the. three-
decade-long movement from practice to. theory:
that is.itself a Form of theory was chal-
lenged by the totality of globel crises in a
nuclear world. . It wss also the period when
Mafx's. heretofore unknown writings: from his
last decade had finally become available. It
was there that we, as Marxist-Humanists, dis-
covered ‘a trail to the 1980s in Marx's Tnew
moments"” on new paths. to revolution, on new
concepts of man/woman relations, end on, phi-
losophy of revalution es inseparable from
orgenizstion. . Thus, Rosa Luxemburg,. Women's
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolu-
- tion projects that the ‘totally new relation-
ship between technologically under-developed
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“and - developed lands, “which Marx was WDPRJDQ
-out, needs further development now Lthat s
whnle new-Third World has emerged_ in our age.
(AL the same’ time, the "new moments™ oF Marx's"
: laat decade,‘as well as his first dlsuovery
of 'a. whole new _continent .of thought and nF;
_revolutlon in the. 1840s -~ his  “revolution in
permanence",~~,were seen a3s calling far_a:
critical re-examination of - the relatlonshjp_
‘of sponcanelty and vanguard party .in the
revolutions of .the early. 20th century, the
Russian Revolution led . by’ tenin and ‘the
German led by Luxemburg, in light of the
soured and unfinished revolutions of cur age.
Ve see. the absolute challenge to -our age . as
the need to concretize Marx's "revolution in
permanence” not alone a8 the delecmirant for
theory and practice, but as ground for orga-
nization 'in place of '"the party to lead," in-
‘order to achieve the teotal uprooting of this
exploltatlve, rac1st, sexist society and the
creation of truly new human-relations. . .
Because Marxism and Freedom (1958) ’
Phxlasopbg and FRevolution (1973), and Aosa
Luxemburg, Women's Libheration, and Marx's
Philasophy .of . Revelution (1982) -~ whxch we
have concretized on. the American .scene’ and
for the Black dimension as American Civiliza-
tion on Trial. (1963, 1983) -- are.rcoted in
and parallel ‘the movement from practice. to
theory :of our. age with cur' own theoretical-
development since gur birth, they are the
theoretical foundations For the Merxist-
~Humanist organization, News and. Letters
Committees. - However, they are not a "pro-’
.gram." - They  are 8 .contribution to the
" theoretical preparation for. revolution with-
"out . which, no revolutionary organization. or
grouping. can match the chsllenge of our era.
We make no pretense of being a polit-
xcal party. . We. constitute ourselves as News
and Letters Committees whese members. come
‘together to ‘promote their ideas in an -orga-
nized manner and:constantly to renew them in
the practxce of the class struggle. We have
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no interests separate and apart Frnm those of
the workers as a whole.

. Those who :join us in these commlttees do
so freely by an acceptance of ‘these: general
principles, . They are bound: only to carcy. out
the decisions which the members have-arrived
at democratlcaliy. Dthersg, who.are not mem~"

.bers re free tc contribute materlal for the”
S paper and to participate’ in the- elscussxons,
~af these’ committees.
Accepting these principles, we adopt the
following ByaLaws for ouv conduct.

EBy-Laws

© 1) The Convention of the entire member-
_ship of the News and Letters Committees shall
be the highest body of the orgsnlzatlon.

2) The Convention shall be assembled on
a nation-wide ‘bagsis as often as is necessary,
but 'in no case shall more thsn two yearsw
elspse between Conuent;ons.

3) The Conventlon shall ‘elect - a
National Editorial Board by secrst Ballot.
The NEB shall function as. the highest bedy
in the organization. between Conventians.
The NEB shall elect iks own officers. - :

4) ‘The NE8 has the right to co-opt
members - between Conventions, when necessity
arises, by full vote of al!l NEB members.” The
NEB is to inform -the local committees oF
their action and the reason for it,

The youth shall elect their own ‘repra-
sentative to the NEB who -shall be accorded
full rights and privileges on. the  NEB.

S) The NEB members shall meet in full
or plenary session at least -once a year. lts
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_membéré must “attend all pleriums -and ‘converi-
tions unless. excused by a major ity of the NEB
‘members polled. - The NEB members:ate ‘to meet

*périoditally, no 'less often: than once’ every

two munths as tegxonal bodles.

" 6) "The members of the NEB wh{:':a're

_resident in. the centec where the paper ‘is -’

“publighed shall  constitute’ the’ Resident
. Editorial Board, and " shall act for the mem-

bership “in-all matters. affecting  the  imme-’

diate needs of the committees. * The REB
shall meet at least once.every two weeks.

“7)% The REB-shsll issue.a call for a

Convention at least. ninety days before the’

date ‘get. -Resolutions and discussion mate-
rial -shall be~presentéd in bulletin form at
least sixty days before the Convention to

permit the fuilest dlSDuSalon by the member-

ship.” All members of the committees, as of
the ‘date of the Convention call, shall have
voice and vote ‘at the .Convention. Any mem-—
ber, -or group of members, may gcubmit any
resolutions, constLtLLLnnal _amendments or
dlscusslon material . : -

o 8) Dne—thxrd of . ‘the" mvmbersh1p, pro-
‘vided they are not all . members of the same

local committee, may at any time call for.a -~

. special Convention which would then be con-
ducted under these rules.

'9) The decisions of the Convention
shall be blnding on all cammittee members.

10} Local cnmm1ttees may be estsblished
with their own 'local rules and regulations
provided that these do not conflict with this
constitution. Three or more members in a
-single eity way apply to the nEB to set up a
local committee.

311)'In localihles where fewer than
‘three members reside, these members shall -be
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members-at-large, responéiblg td,ihe_REB._»'

12) Reqular contributions,. for employed
members shall .be $1.00 a week, and for.unems
- ployed members 25¢ a-week, . Special. contribu—
. tions to the organlzatxnn susta1n1ng Tund are
_ wvoluntary.. i : :

13)¢Local committees shall.meet at
least once every two weeks and shall send-
full minutes of their act1v1rLEs and dec;-
s;ons to eacn cther. and to the REB.: . -

14) Hembership.

Membership shall be a privilege amunq
freely associated individuals. Acceptance of-
membership carries with it acceptance of
responsibility to carry out “and layally to
support decisions commonly arrived at by.the
majority.. . The membershlp af ‘any local. com-
mittee can:invite others to work or-partie~-
ipate. with. them -in -their dlseu5310ns, or to
exclude theose whose ‘conduct would hurt the
organlzatlnn.

a.  Members may be suspended Fot con=
duct detrimental to the working class, or for
conduct unbecnmlng a member of the group.
Where - the member serves on the REB or  NES,
" and therefore cannot’ be -expelled: except by

the full membership which elected him or ‘her, -
_the REB shall-have the power Lo suspend him.
or her until the following Convention.

- b.  Members shall.be dropped for irreg-.
ular . attendance at meetings, or for being
more than a month in arrears in contrlbu—
tions, without proper excuse.

C. Memhers may be expelled by the lncalf
committees for proven charges uf class col-
labgration, sexism, racism or” chauvinism
ngnlnat Elacka or othe er oppreﬂsed groups.

d. To protect memb rs agnlnet false
chnrgps, -any churges against any memher muat
be prese ntyq‘gn.hlm.or,hpp in wrltlng,
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detsil; at least’ twenty-four hours before the
- charges. are heard by the-committee.” The

person “so ‘charged shall have the opportunity.

to speak and. to defend himself or herself

‘against the charges (1) before the executive -

of the:local cnmmittee; (2) before the lacal

“committeeilsell -He. or. she shall 'alsc have- -
the right of “appeal (7} to the RE@;f(Z) to .

" the next Convention..

e, If, of some future time, former mem—

.- bers -who have_heen"drupped wish' to reapply
for membership, they shall be accepted only
© on the basis of passing -through .a satisfac-

tory probationary period .of three manths,

.during which time they shall demunstrate

their seriocus intentions.

f.. Members who have been ekpelled-ﬁust

'-first-épply to the REB for, re-admission.

" 15) This Constitukion and these By-Laws

‘msy not be fundementally- amended except by a
majocity. vote of the convention~in full
Coassembly. .o . i :

o

This Constitution was adopted July 8, 7955

" and-amended three times -— September 1, 1958:
‘October 21, 1973; and September 4, 1983.
Copies of the originai Ceonstitution and of
all amendments aré iacluded in. the documents
preserved and un micrafilm at the Hayne State
.University Archives of Labor and Urban
Affairs, Detroit, Hichigan 48202.
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