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REVOLUTIONS AND PHILOSOPHIES• 

msht from theory r. and- •·then .practice and theory unite in 
of reVOltit·i~ri :as :.p~e':tiar-ai~io'n:-.:i_o~--~n:--~dtt{ai~~~ev:OlUti·dn·~; 

a philosophy 

:~_'. 
' .-,-· 

. -- ._ ' 

•• •<•• .. •• "" ; ~,'. ' 

; "Cogrii tl:on -·is :_x'econstructed · and·.:uni ted ·wl, th; the · 
·:Fract_ical· Idea; cthe ··actuality:.which ;is found;.asco , .. 
g_iven iS>at --the: ·.-sa:me ·_·time- ·deter_mined ,._as:·~he ,re~;.t~~e.<:l.-.' 
absolute .·end·---- not :howeve,;_, (as:·in inquirin&- 90gJ1~-

.. ti:on). merely 'as·-objoctive. world' without---the ,:subj .. c.,- :·-· 

. -tivity 'of the Noti?n, but.·aa .obj<lctive-.:World. w}1o_se;:.;: 
iilrier -p.i-ound arid acitual.;~persistM.ce. 

-"This i'S thoa.:Abso1ute .. Idea.!'__:-_-.~~~ ,.,;., 

is the ,.Notion.-:-: 
,. __ , 

--··Hegel: Science of Log~.:: .. 
Vol, .II, p •.. 465. · 

·. ·-
niik cci iie:ii~tie s i -

-~ •C.,.:.-,.,' --~ ••--{',:· • :•~ •· •'" 

.pe·93:~~~· ·a.t,. the--__ :t.~e~ .. rri __ on~h~,long N.a~io_nal _ T61W · thi:_~~ ye~ ·_·r-have 
had but one ~han a'~ . to. ;,_d·fuoess the" new ieaii~foslllp. that i.as elect~d 

~ . :-:._.·:.:l_·;;·:-. ,:·.·::.·c_·,, ·;•>_" ~·.;., .. -.-:•"" 

. a~ .. the_ -last .Convention.:-· . GenerallY_. several .. _let-ter-~_. -::f~lloW ·the-. Conven-
." ·. ',tio~ .;d~~~s~d- to _.~)le 'neY, J.~,.:de~.ship: : _Thd;gh bel;,_te~iy, allow. me to 

_initiate, at l~;,:~t _i;;i~iiy;this ·histori~/p!lii:,--~:,phiclrevolu'ti;,W.iry 
. ____ . > ."diai<?~~-~~·_iet•:_s: b~egin· '~t ·~he -b~e:irlil~p·~· ~~:t~:· r.iar~_isM- ~nd·· Fr·eedom • 

.. Since_,.howeve~. t:his- mea~_a _~'av:e~i~f-. a_·wh018 ;:;,g_e :_Of. __ re_y0lutiOI1S -
po_liti~al--~c~~~~~iC:.-int~lie~~~aJ..· ... ~~ ·th~-t _f'o.il~~ed the'- birth. of._t.he . . .. ' . ' - ., ' - - . -" ... ~. 
indU.s·trial ._age, le_t_. :us ~·irst. 'v.ronnd __ Ourseiv~~· ·in-·_.f11al:-X:' s~---diSc'oV'ery of 

' a ~hole. n~w contin~nt of tho~ght and o:f revo·l~tlon whi~h Marx hoped 
• • . • • " • - • -- -_ '- _', ,.. • ·: • "" ~- ' • , _. ",,-:' • '1. ', • - • 

-_wo_uld. P.ut an .:end._.t~ .. utopianism_._ -_.sectariB.nism, clique..:ism, ._ no_t to men-
·."tio~ __ th~_:_"~o~_sph-~t~ria.~ • ~ .sel:r-stj'led·, · o~rt'i.. 'i~atiOn-ai" 'iead~rS·-~ho· had 
-_so .li tti-"e .. bttlie:f'-· __ in 'the,. reaoon -~'f-._ th~· clhoEi~s thtit: th:a::;" ;rae tiC~ their 

- . . - - -- ~. . ~-- ,• . . " - - . ;- ' . 
elitist: __ cot:~ce;>t_s within -a _sfolall_ g_r9\l~ who alOne wOUld knOw "~hO real 

,revolution, Marx named hl.s:- philosOphY-· "a new Humanism" and the pro-

lCtaric...11. revolution, _a hu.man __ rr::tvolution. . '?Q_Qf\ 
, I ~,..,,..,v· 



~---: ; •.. -·~·-· 

-2- _ _.,_ __ ' 

The· h~s·tOr~Ct _epoch.~lt Z:evolutionaryt global. co_ncept of' Marx•s 
ll12.rXiSm:··h8.d;--:first~· hOW~ve:i:-,- .to·: (tngage ::·in::·the.::.bat"tle~·-of -ideas not· 
only against::the.idea:togues.:af}the existing state Marx aimed to· 
overtJix'oy;, 'butwith:a.·Bz-eat vadaty.of .tendenci.'.s who emerged to 
claiin:-:'adherenCe::_-tO_ th9.:t"'.ph:!:los0Ph~r;.Of' ·mas_n,~revolution. but w'ishe'd 
to·;..am~_rid-~-i t·g.:::"taa:tici'S" a'nd:,uone..o-~:-~ule"._ ·:·The·· "ho~u to emb~k on 

---the~:path of.--revol.ution:w9.e -.-l9fi: at· beat:.tO tP:e _s~a:tegy as if tha~ 
· strate"i:i' ·could be worked • out irrespective: of the ·phllosophy,. That 
-this was lnct jUst a •'t8.c'tical~- question, -much ·less_:a: ucollect_ive•• 

-.,:i;;...;:.·a-:~~.-· ·,;,-:.!•.,-..• -..:::. ..... M.--. ·-·•, "..aues+.J.on. 11. . h v · · · \'/ rld l·ar· I· .... _ -~- o. - ~ ..... _ ... _...;e /.'1.9e.s · trae~ce. .. y enoug pro en once o .. i __ 

broke out.aiid•the.Germari Social Democracy betrayed and voted war 
.c;!Oedj,ts .. to t'!e.l(:aiser •. It took a very long, hard thirty-nine ye.:r 
s:trwigle before· it. became cryatal'clear .that· one c;ouldn;t b€.both 

-· ~ -·· ~- '" ,·;.~ ~:·, ~---. __ ;- -. -~-~-- -'- ~- :' . ,_ ~. ,-- , 

for l•larx and for I.assalle and that. disregardJ.ng the 1875 Critique 
o:f the Gotha Program meant being on the opposite side o:f the barri
cades.· Too late then to dig ·into ·philo-sophY? Not f·Or Leniri but 

·-. 

th~n ___ he w~-~ .. :the. only ·one who :felt that objective ·_comi;UlEi.On. ··inSe- -
p~~b_lc ·-:r~·c··~: t~e-:·~ubjS~_-tiVe._. _riec~·s~si tV ~._to··re·turr:i··_ tri_ lt;ai'-X' a·_, deep __ roo-t9d-

. ness .. il1 ·the~ H~·ge-ii~--··di'itl~ct"i:C. . - · · ·:-.. - ·· . ::,·~.-~ _.. ~ 
. In ~~nt~ast'to th~ i9i'4 generai:ion.thecmaturi'l:y of' this age, 

. bar;., ~out ·,i:r· ';,.' m~veni~nt. :frorn practice. tliat' begru1 in the ,.1950s; manifest-· 
ed i ts~lf ·;,..:.ew in l978 • ttie. y;;;.r the ·Ii-'anian revolution Urifoldi.a'. It 
iS ·-tn~h ~the··-irani~ co~ad9S cho~e-, at ~ne and the same time.to trans
lS:te the 1844 Hum;.,ist i.,;.,;ys that 'were ·published as' ·appendix to 
Mar~is:O ·~~-d ·Fi;e(id~~~·~ ·and ·cho.~e: :rr'om the: bO-ok·· it.Self that:·Unt.1s'ual 
c::hapter. :tha':t· consti tut.ed- a whole part by i tseii' and wa's 'enUtlecl, 

.. ~·w~.r~~~ ~t}c{~!fit~liect·Uai ·:at a' ~ul:-~·tin(/ Potnt ·in 1Hist~ry·i · 184C~:t8-61" 
.· - , - ··.. ' - r •• • , , ' . • , 

w.i th that ·.choice. _to· .I?:.!rk thei.r·· i.~e'turn to ·rran the Iranian comrades 
pro,ved __ (it;:!j.,t the 1848 revolutions were not past history but cpre
senti and· ( i)that the combimition of' actual revoltitions.·wi th ~;a~x· s 
philo~ophy' o:f -reva'lutian''·showed so to tall~- ns'w all e:tti tude to objec-. 
tivity that one couldn'-t possibly stop with ·th'e ·opposition to the 
Shah, but ·hatl--'also to show -·what cne -we."S ·'!2!:. Rnd engage in.concrete 

":battle- of' ideas -_with·. the. other. Left tender:t_c~eR•. 
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.-. •.: ·" .• ·,! •; .. -~ 

It· be_conies· necessary. ·to look at ourselves who first s_inglecr_?ut 
-~'<·:>,":~~--~~:.-~..'. ._f·-- .•• ~~-:-::.-J;t ····.:. ,"f -~·.:;_·.;.·." ·--~-- :.:-·::·· ·:·· ,-- -·-:-·:.- -~'-.:'"~~-i:· .. , .•. 

the mpvem_ent :f'rom- -pracitfc9- tha~- was itself- a t·Orm of theory as·: the 
·: "- · -. · .-_ ·- -; ~_.:<·.·_;; ::':.<..:.T:.-,-~ ~- ;.·· _; ... ~ _.- -- J • :;-; ~- :;:::-.~~;:!.:£:;:; ;·::-~· · · ·--~-- '-.· r •. · -, .::: :· -~ ·:. ·:: ~--- -J -:c ;·,· --~~ 
concrete- -new· ot _our' epoch which was- s6 ·_universal that it ·.actually-. was · 
..-- -~;-·_.._' ·: :':t>:---'. -~::·~-- -_ --- ·-":".·~-'"· ;.·.·:_:~ - i".: ~- --. ~----"-.:-~,·-: 

--true :o:r -~-~1~0--:~~- -~·£;~--gene_~;~:~--- ~I.t_:,_,~ll~~ad .~s, .:to -hS.Y8 --.th~~--·_:ri_~~s-~, '"f:-~~ag~er 
of_-· !tiCeF: enti "tlG.d _the- ·age··.-of ·revolutions,~. th~u~h.-<it r-~--~errect_-._to 8.'--· pefiOd 

- - ' - . - --:' ;_,_~- :;-~· ;-:--~ -""' 

before i'viarx,:·a.r;.d moreOver -re:rerre-d :not -_on1Y.-_to the .American and· :French 
• ,. . • -.: . : • • • ,- ~ ,, • • - ! ' . ~ • 

revolutions '-t-~1:' to the inteliectual ones both in classical :Foli tical 
. ~ -:-' ~ -··· .---· ,~ .•. •: . 

.. ~ E_co!'.~:?)~~mi ~~·LI{~~arO:o) and P.~~lo_sop~ic (_He'g~].j •. 
0
No pos_t::~:~f. ... 

l'tiarxiBts-, _no nlatter_ how «orthodoX" or deviant takes lssue so long 
••• _.,..· ,.-:~:·· ••· •. ".-::'~ - -~·· ·:_ .~.- • \-:<:.: ·:·~--~---' _·-; :.·· _.. • --· -:.~~-~·-:--: 

a;s ·l;egSl- is ·m.aniio.ued ·along Wi·th ·political eCoriomlsts- ahd-espe_C.iaJ.ly·>·· 
.. ,_--;~·o·c·,:,-~-.- ·r-: - · •.c •· ..... _.• • ·~.·'- . . 'o..'-J 

.,7;t:, Hefi\:el i:s, just o_ne _among othe_r, J>.h.ilosophers~ T~e .. claim was th.~t 

Kant too lived in the epoch o:f th~· ,French revoluti.;n:· That 1914 
~ ..... ; . -.i·:· .·;.,·-~·---::·· ~-'- .,_ ... .-, .. ; 

.~:eneration m\tch pre:ferred Kant_. Some also lilted to rei'sr ·to .the c:fac:t 

·~h~~'{6~;r';e:fore ~~~~~·r K;,;,t o/'~~gel th:re was Spi~~i: wh~.; M.,;~ 
::_r;;-'~ ~·:.: :::; :.- .• ,- ·r: .·:· .. .. . ''-... ~.:~::t: 

hims&l:f qvoted and prai~ed especially 'highly the dialectical pro!un-
.. - ~ · ·· -• .. ' ~ . . 1~····· ...::·-.·; :·.-:_;:-··::o··: 

di ty o£ SpinOza' a:. declal:-ation -- "Every deterniination is a. .nega-tion" o 
' . ··:- . ,.' '·- ~- ' ~· 

\that tlley·all :forgot is that what was the determinant :for Marx was 
_ .. ;.---- :-.:-.• ; - ,.,· -::· '! -- :~_-.·U::-.:~ -~··. · .. -; 

neither ,;ant nor Spinoza, but ~egel, The Hegelian dialectic, ,re-
~- • ~' • ~~~:-:· !."r • - ';-; 

created a·s d~alectics ,-of revoJ.u:tlon,. was ·rv1arx' s "Absolute r.Iethod." 

Hegel, in praising Y.ant :for re-establishing the_ dialectic :for 
- .' .,. -. . .- }_.- ,: .. •. .. ---·.:,. " 

the "mo~ern world" 1 cri t~qued !l.irn ~~arpl~' however_--. and both N'J.Brx 
. ,._ 

and ~enin:fully accepted that critique-- for having "stopped d~ad"* 
!· .-.:.· 

-before ever r~aching the "riegation of the negat~on" '· i.e. • be:for8 the 

p;~{tive in the,tneg~tive had achieved a new unifi~'ation o:r'·;~a~~n 
~~ r~ality: · ~i;~i ~;nrx critlcl~ed Hegel :for was for "dehW.:~tzine:" 
'~ .. ~ '•:··~:·~-~ ·. " . .· . ·-~,';; ... :. - . 
the idea as ii' consciousness developed by i tsel:f instead o:f people 

~~i~~~n~::.~ ii~x·:~ot onl~ transcended. id,tu=tli~~ ·-_~ut ··~-~ hrok~' also· with 
,-·::,-- :.·.~.!'·:~' ; _ .. __ .,;_.,..: ·. ' • 
:na-tariO.lismt incl-tidine; ·that of .F'euerbach. 
-~Sci~~C~ · ~-:r-~~~i~; Vol: II~ p. ·226 
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--_!a_s · agair\::;t:· EngelS: who had- much ~-oyel.·PrS:i s·e·a_·: i·euerbS.i::h .M~i\i; very 
first of· -~~;eleVen ,;~he-~~~~ ·on~~8U9rbach~v 6-:J~cii"'t~- th~·-=id6alfst di8.1ec-
>£!:E ·· •. .., ·_·-~-,,·, ,;·:.--; ·: .. . -;, .. ,·) '- · .-.,. '""r-·,.·--:- -: ·--< .. - ,· -.::::,·;' ., •. ,,., , -. - ,;;; 
ti~~ :for_·_having· develOped "the._acti·;e·-~id9~-· in ·contradistinction to 

·" .,_. _, .. • •• __ , --!" -··· :. :•· ~-; .:.";.· .-- •• ~-- _ ·.····-· ·_:-:.·~--.:~ :rc- ,.-;-,,- ... 
inS:tei:-ia1ism". Marx's break with- Feuerbach was over that _little phrase • · 

'i-·.· ,.!-~::_; .• _:· ~\,,_~_. ··;:·,·· -:--1,:. ;·---~~.-, .:.-.~~~;· ___ , _ ':·cfv:J:::-,:..t:~.--- ·<:;,:· .. ;:-.·.-- ... - · 
nflega~io~~ of the negation"·t :for· failing to· see- it~ ~Crea_tive. revoluti~~- · 
' ·- -.- .. ·.·.' ·:: .. ·.· ·... . ~-- .> .. :~ ':-~ ... -·;,..:;.;,:__:·,,. ___ f;.:.!.·-· -~C.-. 

ar;y·nature. 

:p>\ ,;,~~'a v;o;,d it is ;.;ot '~hilosopher,a ,.,_;,~ phlio;ophies but th~,-li,~gel-
__ : •• ~ • ' '~- : ! • • ' • -· . 

i·a:n_· "diaie-~t'ic -~nd only that which marx_ judged to be the_.· "sOurce, -~~f ·all . . - ,. 
rt _i~ __ ~o:t- _,·,E:_a~~~~~-li~"- bUt< o'niy: M~~xi'ait -r_n~teri'~ii~ _that 

; . , .: :-": ;~- .. ~:': -

never separated .:from Hegelian dialectics. 
... ,, .:. ·' ~ .. -. -'. 

Engels. was not l·iarx. What · 

. M~rx did in rec,reating th~ HegeliM dial~ctic and 
, ____ ,- ·' - --:.- ~ . . -

i~:_.hi~- re~~1U.fion~ 
,._ ;- ,. 

ary . demysti:f'ication or' Hegel waa to show that what was _missing was 
'- !' ' ' 

.that Hegel,' s ph~losophy. appreciated subje~tivity ~nly, :whe.:; it was 
-~ •,; - . . ' -
'without s'~bjec't:' .Di~x. ·in specifying. the prolet"-riat as i~~· -~~'bj.,ct 

~-·-··_.,,: . . ... ,.- :. . , .. __ -- ""' .. -. . .. _an , -- .- _._ .· . , 
showed -that th~ Enrng~s ci:r · Fral1'ce had only b~'en/embr;ionic prole-' 

~~,i~~ anc1 there Hegel met his. historic iiiD!'t'. . . . . ':: 
,.,-. 

As ';.i,,;.inst that historic limit for bourgeois tho.Jght, l•iarx• ~ 
bre;k, with capi tali.,.; in fcllov;il1g the dev;,lopn~ent of the P,oie:. -· . . . ~: 

tarian masses let his Promethean vision to single out.at once also 
,-~ 

the Nan/vta~atl'relatl:o~ahip 'and ~e-w forces· o:f revolution~ Nor could 

Marx be stopped by defeat of those revolutions, Thus it was that . ' 

' the defeat of: the 18ll8 Revolutions only led ~:arx to transform the 

164:; pllrase into a wh~·le the?rY of "revolution 

he delivered in 16.50 to the Communist League, 

in permanence" which 
:·:. 

Marx's next return 

t~·l!.;gel, in iss?:·-58 ns .he worked out -ene.nrundrisaeleu to both 
. . .... 

~ new appr~ciation of ·Hegelinn dialectics .;.s ~lnrx worked it out in 
~-· .. - .:. ~ ' --

,his' study of ccio~omics, and, at t~e same time. studied' the pre-c.~pi-

talist soclatiea in so totally a new way that he concluded that there 

hnd been. a. now e~ochal ste.e.0 of· human deVcl_o~-ellt _hG -~~ed 11Aeiatic 



·. - ·-

-- . ·• • <. ,_ • ·,· : •• -..._ .••• ,;-:_;7_:-_::-::;.-
:.-·:··srode 'JOt PfO-~UC-~iO-n-... -. ··r-t· waS ·-tll·i~:· .. ind~~-d-_··;hich __ -_was the actual begin-

ning tif: wilii,t;· ~:ft'~r ~ompleti'iig \i,ri~.e" }'of '"cS:pi t~':l ~;~~~~i;.~~:~uous-" 
_._.--,.-.J.::. __ -________ ·-.. ;'_;>::"': ___ ·. _,.-._:-.-·~---- .-:,_._:·-_ ~--- ~-- --_ •;· -~:· :_:-;',.- 2<:·· ~~:·:~·.:·.·..;., ·:-~. ·;:_:.-.::~~./:.-··:.-·:<~·-::_!_ ·_. . 
l·y,.~nhis last ·ye·are!;bo_th'.1!'or .. Yolo; III of: Capital and what_. we know 

:_a~-;t-he-~_ Et~O:l~ti{~k~~ ·Not~ bOokS· 'i'ri· whi~h ·;~~-~-h~~~--- i-6\u;~-~~he~ ·-t;;aii" to ~he 
~-~,-, ·:·;,·-.,,_; -.;\'', .-.· ''(." .,-~;-_ .. ·_ ..:.·~> ·---~~- ·. ----~- :·-:·"!_ .• _.:~-

k·NE{w·--ABe ·of ReVolutio:OSc 
Fhilosop~io: D_ilnen.Sion · 

... " ',: .: :" -·--~- . ". ·' 
Dif:f:erent Historic Periods arid the Black 

-; · . 

.. . . _, .. I!! .Lenin • s day;. when . .h!>:-was, coritronted .. with'-the' seCond. Interna-:-

· ··. tionaL' s betrayal, his return to Hegel' ii!d him ti::> single out 'the ab

stract principle of:· each unit containing' the oppOsite within' its~lf: • 
. ,.·. 

'As a revolutionary he wasn't ihterestecl ·only--in showing -'Nhat ·life· it

self:·showed:cl.early~anough --:the betrayal '--'"but how to trf.nsfoi-m 

that ,O;pasite:· iht~ .a:·revolutionary ·stage;. -:~EV~ryOne-~ JtnoY/s the stOgan 
. - . , - . . ' . 

.. ~·-tUrn- tlie:-iinpeiialist·-war: into -a· 'Civii ·war"'~ Some knOw i:he nB.t-~0:r1al 

revolutions. ·as 'bo.c:i~:;.s~:~~ for· prcilEitB.riM. ~eVolUtiOn.-·- None. aiid ih~ t_ 

inc1udee' .. Trotsky, knaw·• how· to work -~ut· "ire not· Berli.ii,perhaps !'akin!>" 1 

·in a ·word;· how to·· extend revolution to the' Third' Wor1d~ .,· A new see had 

arrived when the f:iret workers •. state ; had~'i-~af:ormed into. its' oppo-

site, a state-"capitalist·society 
was , 

revolt,· The need/to 'f:ind a link 

" - ; ' ·of: workers 

achieved in-establishing both the Atiierican a,;d·HumS:nist·roots o:f ~iarx

ism; It doesn't ·mean the:t either Marx or.Lenin solved.: 'the ·problems 

of our 11ge, No o~e can eoive the "problems··'o:r onets age exCePt ihose 

---who:-. live ~-i,n -'"-t=- ~!t-~-dCI~!:!- ?neeln thnt wi thbtit :bCu.."ld a.."'!d method; 

.. ' 
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-- ~- ~:·-~-----;'-~~- :.,.;._ _______ --- .. -····· 

. the )i~·ge.Liaii.;;.·u~ai-Xi~ii- diiil~C"ti:c·· metno·a~ ·-:enat ·iS· ~to _ Sa::~i-·.th~- w:)·c~~a-~-~-ed-
., ·• -: .' c; -_;;-:·-- -- ;; ... ,' ; ::,\. ""' .: ,-_.. ; :·:•: 

-_diii~c_C:tic· ,-:na_~hod.r- _.;-;e .. - __ cc,uld-.--. not: · bavG.-: :;;_c&n~~t_hat · g:::-c.c:t · m~_v_e_meil~.-.::r:S~ 

··j;i~i;iA.c~~- 9:~:.;·-~: i~~~;;;i_t~eo~Y.·_.~; '~~~~~~~~~-~~-:·~~a~--~~~; .for. ~ur- age )~e _ 
~-~-... ~'.: 1;~,- • _,·,,· '" -.,.. ... :-.-- --·:· ... · , ... _.·:,' ·.·.:.-:~- . .-.·~-~~- -;:-·.; ·_, 

-_Co-uld see, ·both· __ ·i·~-·-the vmr'kers-:·ba>tilj.ng aut·omn.tion,_ .i~ .the- Ea_~t:: .. · 
.:·' ·'- )__ - ; -~~--' ' :1 ~~! , __ ·;.:-: .- .- >- ~--i_:· • •. --~ --. ; ,__,~: <·-~-- .-·:~--- . -;_ ·_.: :- =--~~·:_.;,_ ·.:: {.' ':~~~ .. :.·-:_:;·.:- _1 

• '-~'-~..:.:.- :-: ,·; . .-.::.. . . ' ··:-_ -- . 

. European: workers. new .foZ.ms of· revolt, a.nd in the Montgomery :.Bus ... . • - ' ' '' ·-~ ,;-_ .• _ .t 

· --~·-Boy·ca~t.: ne_w -~:tagcS o:f· Z.evclutiOn lorig be:rore_ ~hey were so r~?ogniz.:. 

by all others. · 
-,•,, ~L~;,· :>·~::.--·,,:·',- ;;')"._:-".' .. ;. .c·:; . -; 
Wh8.t~, _·Uh~ilosonhi.Ca_li;y,: tha·t BJ.:ack nimehai"o'ii s·i.gni::tied .:.i:s:. ·.f:·irSt. ful-

..... to 
·ly_- 4~;'"e10p_~d in·;- Fhi.iosc•nh;v" and- RevC;iution,-·;io V~hj~ch_- ·l will :@:'et~in ·a 

.z~omen·t,, -~~nS:t ·-I. _vtish _~to- _do. here, i-.e. •. _as. we-_ :first_ -~mbark. ~oh_. -the~cpath 
_ _.,,·!.~, . .:...;_-;',·--·' .:.·.- ____ -,;_, 

:. ~.o; fevolution is :;to. stress what_. Frantz, Fanon: ha~_: ·a:chieved ~ith···hi:s . 
. Blpck Sld.ci /~-lhite~ r.,a_sks. __ Thi~_ w~.En~t available -in Enftlish·_until .•. th_e 

1.9606 but i:t wa.s· ac·tually, writt,en in ~952. Had the Existentialist 

-;. Sar~re_ l:::no) .. m _how:. 'to .listen, to ... :tho~_e_-.new_._voices he_. would· not~ have·:~::-

,::.~~~:?~~d-~- ~he,.racisrri. _inherent -~n:~-'tne_.·L~~.t::in_~~llectual as w9ll"',which 

led him :t() ·<?·all .A'!-?-"'~?~'-' 8.h.i_s~~rj,~a;t~:·-~-- Just·- as_:_-i t _-\·:as· n-- great:_;J.eap~ 

"· forward,,wllen r::arx. re-interPreted -the ,rnS.stel;-/;ser:van-~: .. Z.elationship·,as 
•> ','•, ;,.__.,·••' ;,,• >, •' "' •c' <- ':: ,• • 

~he_ ~l~:StJ s~rugr:le tt?9_:_j_.:t._ w~s,- a break~hroue-1:J:-::f'or .. Franti<F$non.-:to sli.ow 

. r ~}1~t; !J_~rre.~, .hadc,7F.~~:t:~.c:r.:a · ·.ri~i~us~. ¢ir6~~..,-by not .. ~seeinr-. ':'"'- . .-beinrr_:· 
-:· .. 

. li t_e~al1-..,, S~f!h~l~ss Q~:f'ore. ~~n.ck·.~cOiiscionsness. ··· ·The ... Invisible ~:tin" 

he~_e,_ ri.~es ·'-~o s~_y, ~·At _the_. f'o_u!ldation ·of Hegelian _d_ialectic ·~the~e ·is 

!'-n absol~:t_e recipro.city which .must. be emphasized. It is. in the .deC: 

!ll' .. e.e t(). which I go beyond my ,own im!Uedi,a~e being. the.t .. I ·apprehend. 

the exis.tence of' the other ..• 

sciousn8ss of the slave. Who.t he wants :f.Z.om the slave .is not. recog-

ni tion but worl,," {p. 220) 

--,iThus-_ ~lumR.n reO:ift~ 1n.:.·i t'Self' -tOi'--i ts-a11·· Can "be·· n'Chi-eVed ·onlY 

throucrh'· conflict o.nd:-throurrh the risk thP..t conflict implies " 
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• inSof~'~.:~·s·' r·_d6 ·bS.:'ttl.~-- fOr a 

?-~~~~iO!l:·.::~f::~·: ne~:-'wal.~id.-, •. -·. ,. _. :- _, ·--. ~ -~-: ;~.~-' ·;,..>: 
· ;h~t.:~nev;:· .. ?Jo~i"d. -fOr~ ·w~~-~~-~~a~< ·'bk.t'tlinF ··in ·:t·h~ .. ,-e'ar"r'Y· i'5'/5bs 

~:-~-:~~s ... fuil;~ v;O~kEtd o~t:~b'Oth:· ·"pi{fiO~Ophi~·~'il~l~-j_n ~·tR~'TCHE:'iJ•' Or/~ (iliE EAR'.PH 
··-:::·;-·"··~· ·--~~~· '.'- _··~·--; ·_".: '·; ;·.~-_;_, ~ .:? ·' \' .. '·.··· ._,_~--.-- •. -:~., ..... "·,,;,._ :·.·;;_; 

.. fin_g··_.c;:O_nc~.~~ej..y: :aS ~-~ _ .r;.;:n1oun~e-~i :'-~ · Fr·ench_.,ciiizenshi p.: .arid·.,_f)JJ.:ly 

·al1.'rh~i(:·-_--\~lth-~: actti·af:·:r·~·vol~t~·o·n~·, :~·the· ~hP6tii~"'·'J\fr'ic~n: r·evO·l£itj.o~s, . 
. . - . .· ~ . 

~~:2{ cy_·.:~·~mlr-;~- hi~: ·ph-iY~·:sC)phY. as 'r~~~~-·-·.s, 
.:~·brici'_._;r·e,;o·iuti~n'arj· .. ·-_., ·· · 

·-: " ,. ' 

"a 

'•••~- v __ ,, .. -~ :o:,..;, ; 
f"6VJ· )ey· ~~S: ta_ke .. ·fl ·~e"cpnd 'loO:t: a.t -~Jffer·en_t·; h_is:t-or.~.:c_.-:}:i~:t'i'o-ds~~ 

~III·.'· our Crpar.iz~tione.l-·con·Sti tuiioi1at' T3Slc:S i·~ow· That· vje"-
~ H:ive, the- Tri-locn,• of H.evolutior!: : 

•· . . '• 

. Fi±•st"-let~--~·s ,CO"nsl.'de'r,< t-he ... od-i:ffGre-rlt·;;tlistO~rc- r:'ei-iOdS ·_af.ter· 

1;-~~~.:,~.n~:\_,Wh~·~ ;h~ p'aSt~i· ~_ri :.~r::.:ists h~d- t~ ~et~~~~- ~t~~ ~~e~~; even ... 

, ~s ~:,arx'·:.~'imse_l1-, +-onp:,. 8.f ter:· ho .. h~;ld _.transcended: H~r.el ( phJ1o . .sophical

·1l·y· ~·i:·s· Welt- politi6·:;:.-.lly, ,-.i.e.~ a~; c\. reVoltitian·t=.r:V· f~·s the crev6lution- · · 

aril, ~.aSses in -~~;,tio·ri·-·,_;"ere·" cre
7

~.ti.n.r~· ever 11ew histOri'C····tUrnfrit" point'S 
-~-- "------;."·-.··~·-

-· -~i~:revoi~tion···tiid c·-~ot~· stop-- ·~t· ··no..rriin~r;- th~-. ·prrJ.letBriat ns-·s~~ ject. 

~:J~~~~- e.~_; __ he ~od. sinf'le~- _9i1t --~~~ ,r:·nn/·~~-~a~· :r:e~lnti~n~h'~~; es· a;,r11ost 

·'._:f:Urida.meiital.hi.J..mo.'ri: reln.tionshfn; .Go hie.. nhilosovhy, ·""- new :Humanism" 

wt=~~~- by n<? t:neanS con·:.in'ed .. ~-o i~~htin(!' f.o!-'". Ci vi_l ri~h_:t_~, {the specif

ic-ca.se.:then was.civil-t~i?"hts for Jewo),Cn the_contrnr~, 

_ :·.·.. ir. ·11Xplniriirir- Vo~hy. Fr~ini.O! .. po:lit1c~l _·CiVil ri.r:hts _in l"l. 

cap~ t~.liet societv is llut n minor vic to~~·'; thn:t·· '\'ihi:\1: wns needed 
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·for-_ a new humc:-.n socie:ty was "revolution in .permAnence.;' .·This _di_d--. 

n' ~<~.ea:n -~~at_. h.eg~~~e ~he 't=>.lready h~d-. that conce-pt ·-as:. his aim as 

_. wa~· ~he qu~.stion o.f _w:o.rld re_vo~u:t:ion __ that he _wou1dn•-:t .fight 'in the 
- :·c·Oz:t6~~te :for both'\;iV~i ri;·hts and-' for n'a:ti'onal iib~ration. In 

the time o:f !\,~X it waS· ·bo~h f5!~ .... PC?l~and __ ·-~p-8_fri~t-·_isai-i.st Rti~~i~. 
and -for_, .'rreiarid _neainst. Bri tish--:·_i!n'perialism .... _eVe'n as.- Lenin, in -his 
a·ay ,--_ ~~~-~e;nized. the--E-~ste~-- R~b-eilio-!1 a~ the dialectips of· revolu--- . · 

--, ... . ·: : ,_. ·:, ··,:·' _, '. __ ,·- -, .. ··-: '· ·:· ~- ·. '-- :•· :- .-.. - ............... ,._ -_ ~: ': .... _ : 
:tiOn iri=·.-~d-fOr~i tsel:! a:s ,ve11 1is~ "bacil1U:s•1 tar·_prol9tar1an revo-

·:·: lU.tia·.n:, --;s- again.s·t· .. ·;~~sa-·:LUxenlbu~g_• s·:"i-way -ai·aieCtrc· .. -: il1 _not f_ec-08:-
·.: nizing. t.he __ ~e_yo luti_onary _S:t~ugfile_·: Of ~national, ~iberatioo,: ~· . 

Secondly·, l~t' s_ ~?ld-_ on tiv.htl:Y. to the fnct- that_ i~. wasn• t _ 

_ only .. the''Vari~tl8:rd. paZ.ty•~. _conce-pt·· th8.t ·had I~eni~ recoo?.:ni~e. i_n 
"..Criticnle ·af---t·h~ Gotha 1-;~P.rfun the tl~ed tO d~~t~Oy. th~:~-~-~~~Oi,s 

,,· ·state;·~ -S.ni:l_; no·t-':th .. e hevl' t;v.pe- Of' ·partY_ V1hi_ch l•/otil:d be: p.rounded i!J 
P!'lil()~pyhy_ ~i :~e_v~lution ~ip _permanence. -.P.:t:~er- al~, despite the 
vanP.uardism J'.-enin was {"reat· enouph to see. the Soviets, to call f'Or . . -- " ' . - . . ' ~ 

"All powe1 .. to ·the Soviet~" and indeed .gO all the way to workers• 
contr_ol: in_ th~ hand~ o-f '!=he:. fo!D.Sse·s_o_ -~'.to every man 1 WO!Jlan. and· child. 
In :a __ word, ,,if_.he; __ WM.Willin~ enough to __ :forF6t._.VRnP-Uai-di~.as not 

. e_v~n;.:i? m.e~~ipn_ :it/Otate. and- Revolution~ -~d .ser.ta~nly ··was--j:o:r; __ ··no 

eepar~·t;-~On_- ~~tWe~fl:- 'th2o_~~,. ·an~ ~nractice·, -th~:" .-.Y'!IY -did· ~1e .:=:t:~~- short . 
·.";. iri·--.P~iiOSophY: and. so ~ive Up_--that- laS:t ,!pSra,;,;ra:Ph in AbSOlute Idea 

.a~·;:heverrto.eo in'to::.~hilOs6Phy oi'l>~ind? Xs ·I sai'd:Whe.O_··:i: -:first ·-

·<broke,tliroueh.on .. the:Jibsolute Id,ea, thetru1;h l.s the objective. 
Situation. had ·aompletE:ly Chan('ed arid J,enin, even, as he .was cnllin.n· 
.f6l: th~ re·~~O-~a{-oi 'stali~. it w-~s. done only ~n the que~·tiOri. of 
b.u'z'eauc:i-a:cy-· and .,na.c·cumUlatlo·n of too mu-Ch power··- in his-· hal1ds .. 

a.r:td:Lenin.vtasn~t-sure-he ·"knew.how.:to_use 'that •. "·, In a wordr un

less one seef> Stalin, not just as a bureaucra.t but represerti.nP' an· 
tl:iien cl'Ass,-_ th~re, iS no wav to- see either the existenCe. oi 
stPt9-cf!Tli tB.li.Sm ·or the·: o.nlv vmy--· to otmose tha.t--leadershiti' is a 

new,form- of v1or!<~.rS• revolt. -not-1tist·a· dilution of leadershill. 

Arid it waa only our R[re '\'here sinte-capi tal ism and the new form 
Ot ~O~ke~~·; revoit ha~1 develOped and t'cCa.uoe of' that· ,-r~at movement 

from practice, nnd not- simply· b'ein'p · :•smSrter" · tha·t allo\\ted' Us· to 
bref·k--bOth 'with 'ttie c-Oncept .. Of. the- "party to· lead" arid a new stare 

ln co{'niti~~· 
!ioBS,_ Ltt~emburf: wns not the.- onlY_ one whO thouF.ht thn.t 

since internationalism transcended nationalism that nll who fipht 

'782'i' 



--- --------- .... ------- ----------------- -~~---''~~-""~;;; 

"- ·:. -9-:. 
"alone" are ~·baCkwBZ.d",._even if' it W?J.S_nOne.less tl1-an I-:~x _who 

said_._6t·l;~~wise~---- The. Bolsheylk Bul:tv~.J:'in~held a _po.in:t ___ of .view simi-

--~;~<:t~o ___ ;L~~~~~R_U!"f,-• __ ~-. ~n ~~~~-' l~~tion~~_.~: Q~~:~·f?·t·~-~n:~'. ~pe~i~--~:~~~~~~ the 
I:r:i,=:;h_j~el,'!e~l.ion ~ ._ Apd r-- juS~ aS. __ Troi;;_SI~,· s. __ -ul tra:-_leftism o~---~is 
-~YJ?_t:·:._?{.-pei:~an~n~. re:"O-_lUt~~rl, -~~ip-pi_~~, ove~ t~e- pe~~ant~y "-i~ o~der 

._:t> :~h?-ye.· __ a ~·_pur-e•• -__ pro-le_·t~ia.; .~e_vc~;lutio~, ,: s~ ~'o'ne -~_f·_~ the~·· ~~-~ld 
; -~- -~-e~l-ly·;·.:gr~S~:.,th~ .dicli~-Ct'i~_s, -~f----\i·b-~~ati~~._-- t_h~ugh- ~li~--~~r~-~ as· 

<:· ~--_~i~d.iv~dU~i~_ • ._:~~v():iut'i~!J~i,es_._. Had- Lenin __ ~ot, held -~:n· __ "t~·-lJi~ 
_ :·.;_ ~-~i:tioi~·. -~f .. th·~· · ~~e_a ti ,;it~· .o;f_._ .. ria tion-~i liber~_ti~~ ~o~~~~~t ~ it 

; ~s_n•_:t>?nlY · ih_~_. R~s~-~~- !~e-vol~ti?.~.-; th~t_:~ l_·ik,e~i~f7_ .. _W?~~:~_-: hi!;~-~ re~~irie~ 
-unfinished,. but, he never would have had that flash of· genius· of· 

• '+ • ' '-- • - • • • • -- • ''• • - • - - ' - -. • ' • •' • • ~ ·- ~ 

wna:c-.,ye--_-, c·ail. ·nov;---the-~-Thirct.· -~::Oiid· ·f1i:th · hif{ deCfaratio.!l';· :,; r:r ··not., . 
. tl1r~ugh· --.J~rli·~ .ther.. p_erh~P~--- ~t~?~_lf!_~. Pekin~;--~·- ~ 

\iii th·' .tha:t; he, surely_ -le:(t" us "a, fTeat' revolutionary>l~g'acy. . .- . ' . - '',. ' -· .- -

But-· jti~_t_ ~-~ s~_ely, i~. ~as ~o_t_. ~-n, the quesi~on, 0~. orr_'?:r._i·z.~~~on 
and its._itnpe_~a,tive--need f9r as_. phi;toSophic a gro~nd as· ~i_s bi-eaic 

with h~S_)"Jhilosop~ic _:oast .whe_n_ i "t:·_ came .to the q~~sti_cn ?.~ ._r·~~s
f'o_rm~~ion;-_.int?, t!1e_ cpp$)-Si~e"- __ apply_~~ff~ also to .the __ "a_t;~_!:lt_o?racy· of 
labor. •. "-•. - .For that- matter, where·· theOrv :Of ~-t~te-cap5:t~iisrn \vas - ' .. -. . ·-- , __ . ' ·, ' -"; . '. - .. -; .• 

the' -theore_tic_ -fotlndS.t.ion for tOtal bre'ak w'i th Sta-lini~In B.nd 
T~ota.kYism, it di..dn 1 t ·-.reach -up tO. :Philos~-phY -~f r~-vo.l~ti'b~.~. as was ... 

cYi~_ent-- ~ncurrh in the ,bre--a!c-up_.,of ~J-F T. and· the !-econneCtillg _,with 
i\·iarx• s t.1arxisrn :.~i?i~h' .i.'lARXISl\·~ :A"r~~- FREEDbr:·: ·a.Chi~ye_4. __ bot_h .. in-rocre._~t-
i~9 "the .n~w_ Hu~anism~· f"or. out~. ~%e. _ 

. By_ :the- mi~-1.96<?s. and t~~ __ emerr;ence_ ~-f ~a wh~le_ .!1.~W. _Third 
,.!?r-~d •.. and __ thf:: new· St~ie .Of 90eni tiOn ~hen it ·_c~es to:''BJ;B.Ck-
Frariz ':tt'a11~--ev~n i["the Ne~ Left yolttii ·ke·p·i ·a~liir;f.: ·oniy "for 
_act~visffi nnd ._more, ac_ti~ia m. relego·tine: theory .. to·- .be pic·k~d up--

- . . '. ' - . . ' ... 
"en_ rou~e" .r~:~her tha.~ dev~loped- ~~_.the point of_ phi~o-_~ophy. 
~tha~ that c:reat movement from practice that was i tse;J..f· ~ :form of 

:theory did achieve was to so ,illuminate those final j syllogisms 

of He~;.el '· s Philosophy of rand--paragraphs .-:57 5, 576, 57.7,-:-that 
it di.sclosed the unique orip:inali ty of r.~arxist-iruffia:nist-s ·in 
brf!akinF throu{"h Where none before had trod. In .a word, the 

- ' ' ' ' - - . . 
nee·a ;or an·d ·cteve·la·piiielit. "O-t· 1-'hilosophv ali-cf'·ReVOlutioi-1 ·-vaS no mere 
U!_!Jda_t~ of_ r.l.~F. Jt .. \l.•ns_ 'new in the philosoph!~ _yie-w of new, epochally 

_new, ,_or,. to_ uoe,_ r.\nrx'_s .concopt of '1new moCfien:~a".• stac.)os of develoP-_ 

_ -m~ti~ and ·a~lf:-~GV_elop:ncnt_, _ cbj_ec_·tiv.o an~ subjectivo ._sel~-devolop

rnent. Put di_:Uot•ently, the New Left_ Youth were wrong ,not only 
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because they counterslOsed aC.tivism to theory. It V!aS YTrone be-
. ''r. ·'c;ii1Se· tii.~Y CO_U:idfl.ilt. :eee· .. th~ rie~·'-i-evolUtid-ri~,, ·rarCes S:s :ns~son. 

-_-:H~~- theY-:ro~ted~:th~m-se·l~~s-~theZ.e, --a~---did ·Fan~n; 'they·: coUid'-- haV~
.. _. . eihbarked Oli . that'·neW st~·Fe' Of· liard"liihol:-:i . patien~e·- 8.nd': SUffer-
~~;,: •-_,· __ , .. _. ;.-- ..... -,--- __ , ; - .. -- -· __ ._- .. ; ' -.- . _.,' ~~--:·-: ---. ·-..... 

--~~-r-·: o_~-.:·1:he _ne_e:ative"' whic~--- broilr.-}lt. -~s·. _and us: alone-' to ·those 
~!-. ::..:,:. ____ 1irl_k1 ~ytl0€:i.Sltt~ --in- ;:~ee:e1-:2.hd_:_ theii:;:·f.e·crea·t_iiiil·-:·:r_Or. oW: a'{~·e·-; Which 

·.' :PiR did b~th.liy la.Ying that to tali~' n;.vl foun'dli:tio:n in'i:ai;l ·and .. 
da£riea·:'i t-; thr;oU.zh. aii" ·th~·- ~h~pter~~.~- wh'ihh didri• t·' Sto:P:·--~:-·in:--part I 
~ -~ . ' - ·. -: _· . - -· . : ,-- . - . . •' ' - - -_ - '--- ~ _-- .-_. ' 

jU'i:rt·~._wi"t.h. He6cil-, ··but· t.6 :thl:-Oueh Wi-th i:iai--x;· ROd Lenir1'i"---th8n. to con-
a·i.(ik!- :, -~ii -_ -~\i tkr~ati ~e· ~-·~--- W_~e:t~~r· · th8:t· y;as--'. Tr()tSky _o~ l-:;~0· _but also_ 

~- in-~i~~~Ei..-'t'h~~-i-r,o·~-t~ide·r-· io~l'd.ii~·-· I~·~~~-: Sa~~~;~~. -~~d:·fi~a:iiY~ Par-t· r·:rr-·; 
~·~ ··~h:eB:_ S:ii ·iiew·:reh.i'iti'e·s· of·· tho's~ 'new··:r.;·rms:_· .. of r·~volt~ be _._i:t· i'n 

A·f~icii·"V/tthin<·~o~ld' ecdii~my_-i. 'in EaSt. 3~ope Within c·Oiifiiles of 

st8:te;,..capi ta1i-~rrl. a.:ncr"" :finaily-- the· ·-=J\e·w Passion~' ·and I\ew Foi--ce_s .. 
,,._ .. whe'iheJ:.-~--th~---- me~t ri18.ck -Dime'.nSionl- 'or. ariti-Vietn8m War Youth, 

:.-. :; ... - .. ,, .... ··--· .. _ . . - . 
or' :\'o'iJmei1 1 a· Libei:•ati-on. Indeed because P..:~R· Was so·- d9:ep_ ihto- new 
p;.i:h.s. of: philosoph~ and revolution· that it could lay ,.:rou!>d for 
ROSA .LUXEi<;Bi.E<G'; \;Q!,;EP s' LI.'lilRATION AJ\'D .i>!AR:; ··s. PHILOSOPHY. OF 

-.~REYOL~_TI-o:,;:·: -~0-~ ·that, --·ffrlflil·y·~ :we- h·ad~ r=round. ··alSo .··tor·,_ phliOei0p!li~ 
~ndt 'O.~'e~hiZ"t;~tiOn,··:··-as.- ,;,~a- ·erS:Ppi~dt Oii'·the :·on~· Sid'e wi th"'rJfU.X• s 
(ffiti~J~- \;i -·tli~e ;a-0-tha: -Pro'ffram in· -toto· a~d- recrO-ated it- fOr· our 

. • . r ·! . , _, ' ,, ·, .· - . - . .. 

a~·e·.· 

· BeCa.US~: n~-th~i-lc: 'iS 1!1ore· 'important for us fOr· this· ·consti tu
tiC)nal: ·9onVeritiOn than; who.t it ~canS- -~o· haVe ·a ·new type-~Of member 
-~rind by n-ew we rriean not -s-ilnply- wt:lo·:' joi~s· US to dRy ·or ·wi~l tomorrow,

but· W~ .ourS~i.v~'s eVen-- Where -\v~- a.Fe' a.'mOnP the foi..inctine members of 
}.;S:txi-~t-HurriS.ni-sm. --{.e;:- ·New find Let;..Cers Comlnittee~i.·- now""that we do 

. have'·a trilor:-y of revolution, let us take a. second lool< at both 
the totality and . the ·individual historic'-philosophic ·,r'ound those 
·) 1aet sylla·e-iorris created nOt OnlY: ·foz· _I\~dl where th·ey·- are dealt 
with in a'a'ta.'il, but :f'or ~':!,~ ~ .. rr. !\II~- where· they are· ~not d·~ait with .in 

any direct .way for they certainly hei)ied in the discovery of 
r,:arx• s last ·decade which brourht us to the challen~:e to •ill post:-. 

·ll':a.rX l.;a.rXi ::t·::. · 
The first ( .575) oi' the Syllopisms simply lists the 3 major 

"works; of Hee-ol-; ~as- ·fact.-~ -!~~ic-:·ntUre-i.:i-nd :- · · tsUt wha't that· f'act 
nian'i:fosts rna'<e.s you look twice ·at the midrlle since midtile.,philoso
.phicai·ly. ~~ ~othi:nP. · ah-~rt' of -r-.odini:ion~ a~d -·ha:~~iH~~~l 'draws from 
~itt ;__1,"I{at·ure .-- standi nit betWeen 'ihe · r,;ind D.nd its oSsa nco,·-- sunders 
'tneffi, riot inU-eud _;tc ax-trumi:iS o:£- iini tc· iit:'i:::troct~:on. ":'lor: i't'self 
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t:6.-_,···somethinr: Eway ·from .. tl1emanct· ind8pet1d_ent.---~-~--·_.- ~; (p.J~o~ p~ }Iri ·a 
no\:' the question iS .relatedness, and having sundered· both LOgic ·and· 

:·Du::r~d--B.rld --~h\is' rein-inde_d -~;oti .V1hUt h'e --~'id:·as he:--stood· orl''the·:~t-~e-shOid 
·-<of".jh~- ;'.bs6-'iut~' -IdeE( iri Sci~ri~e·· of ioe.-ic When .he'--:·com:Pelled~·y'ou to . 

·· think ·_nO:t· ~'!_C~er9i~?' as·,·o_b,ie·c-tiVe_ wo~ld without S\ib'jeCtiVi ty_ ··a:f the· 
-··r-:dtl.o_n __ , __ -bu't-- -ci_-~-c0b-je-c_ti\;e_.~~!6r_~-d\ wh'os_e··:~-Hin-~r ·P.round _and ·-_actual: __ per-

.-_~_· -~r~tEu;c·e __ :
4

i_s<the.·r~·atf~n'' r:Y:ou-·'are-::·_Prapru.~ed _t-~- _P-c) r'fr_om <Nature_ ', . 

____ · '_~{~~e_~-l'l~~·r·_ ·y6_\t ;-t~Jte· it~·-_ ... __ a-s ~sa:rtt~_ a __ s __ -,,·eit_e~i~ri ty 11 ·:-:or, ___ as_ L~_rlin, 
:·_i;S 'Ertret-~hi;;d -~··:i1Md .to\.'i>r~b·trc~-) ~'.y~u_;~e-:.r·e·ad~·)f6r_ subj~~ti-~i:ty_ • 

. , ·:•,·:_(? ~·:-:·.-,;576 ~ · NS:t·,:U.·e-~I;-firiif~-L~gf_c··,~-- it- is ~;frid · i t-S_eif 'Vlhi"c~--~fs 
··f}f)w:·: M:~dia~_iori~' ._ .. phil~_~ophy'· ·app~ar6. aS · a·-·sub'je __ C_tive<:c_ognl~-iOri 

·;.:.;_·,:··;;f :"WhiC·J;,~::iib·crtY ~-·l!i:I ·thJ- ~~:t~-:; -and:.·_~hf'Eli _:i·s·: it·s-~ii;7;i~-~- ~tg· pro-d\:Jce 
· i·t.' ;;: tP.4t:.·-i~{-) ·,r::a~:,~~aa~e~. thti{ -true ~hO'ck.·. H~ · d0esn • t::_prdCeed 

; to follow ·the seaucnCe of those bocks as facts which _w6Uid.~~have, .. 
. , :-_ .led ··yo~ .T.~ W_h~re.-~io~ic ·beComes·· r-.:~di8.iion-. · ·t;o, ·toijiC :-is altogether 

~- :t.,8p1Etced f. '~ In6.t8ad :-_of· ::fact ,.,e . riow_ ·f;O -_biiCk_·:_-~9_'·-~d~a;·_.. a~~ 

~-~- i~ _-S~lf:~T~l~nl{ing Id~a-: which: beComeS ~~a:i::/577 and ·--if'- ·anything 
. ··eVer·- SouiJdE;G 'inoi~~ myst;ical·; .if not p1Rin·.insane,. then it:-ie;F-the 

,-Y~a~:·--~~~~.~~-;-~~i~?s?;h~#·s· .iOOt~ __ a~t· rr.~rxiSm ·that now· eatiatEfs ·.it· ·to 
·_ Self-brir/einff f·q,rth of libertv. · -'·:- •::· 

. - ·: -~ _--·-:J~St; '6orhp-are the' W?.Y- Het?-'el expre'sSes .~!:f?? :·."It·-- is: the-
•. _._. .f·- • ,_·- ~ __ .-_:.(.- - ' <---- _·_ . -, __ ,-. . ' ;: -. .. - -

_-nature cf ... the_ ':fa_ct, ·_the notion' ·Which cause·s- the mC>veine'nt-- and 
-_·-. ci~~V'Sl'~Pffi~nt·,. ··Yet tn~fs:: s~·~ m~ve!nent is equallY the act·- o:f: coeni

_tio,n. ~~~- (p~ 4~, F~:a)-~ Ah~ n~w:';:e~(l':G~~msC~ • ".Th~--- philoSo-phy· ·o~·-r~a~is 
.. is_ ... conl:l?iousness. full -~.f' C_ont!--~di.Ctlons_ .iO \~hich .. t~he· -philo_sopher 
himself. understoOd both indi ~i.'du~lly --~d. ~$ ~n ·eptif~~~ :s~-ci~l 
e-roup, not --merely ,r;rasps the, -~oritradio_i;ions; but pos.tiS· hiMself 
ae an element of the contradictions and elevates this element to 
a principle of knowledge a.nd t@_J:"efore of action."{r,,y emphasis,rd) 

Ferhaps, this didn't help either, but wher1 you think o:f 

something concrete: it will help, and here I had a conversation 

with Andy o.oout that. projected 19~·9-.50 pamp!(J.et on the General 

r.,iners Strike, and when I said I know how crazy Self-Thinkinc 

Idea __ is, sounds,~ but .. nevertheless we .. need to, concretize--_.i t in 

a way ths.t they wouldc understand Sel:f-Brinr.:inr l·'orth of· I.iberty 

as reality· for indeed there ie also n spontaneity of idens and 
not just of masses in motion.- Su,cldenly, .Anlly- .~nid, hut it iFm'·t 
true that spontaneity o:f tho mnsses menns that, just because, :they 

arfrie, ·all at- once, ·and· r.o oile r:Jxpected it, the truth is that, 
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,.they have he en- .th~rkiilf!, ;thei~ ~wri_; th~u;:h-t;~_-;for _ c:i.Jli te spme_ time be-.. ~.. ,, - ' -- ' . ~. . ' . . 

,f,ore --~he ·:_~·c;tion _.:q~s~, ~-f~rt~--~~ ~h~Y; .~a~~ ~~1~-e~_,_w_~ th ea~h., .. ot~er: 
the'.spc_ntanei ty ~?i' •. -~~e- _maSses.- di·d~-, ~--·:·j;,.~t .. ·ha:pp-~n~·- Out·:·p:f.": thB~- .blue. 

lr~;:~ho~g~t;·. _:~t, ~~as ~-th~~-~ _.-i_6n~~ b:~f~re -i-_i t ~~-x~1~·pe_d · sp~~- tan~~~~-slY-. 
---':-:_c..>!?p6_nta·~fd ty oi. fd~a~ ~-"-j:, tho:Jghi: ;~:_.1"~_,._~-- ;;xcelle~~t· ~y~0-id~me~n

:iri~r: i~-r. s~lf.-dEd;~iinin~tic~·,_-~f_~-th~"-'"~-d~a_:·a~·d·· ~ieif~-~fhin:ki~·;~· :id~·a. ·:JUst-
-~~-~H~;.~_i ~r-ePla~~d- . .,.Lo'~i.~_.-~.:-~_e_-.. ~iin·_-.r~·u·f~ce: 5~-i:i-~'d~-t~,;~iri~t'i~~-:~o:t. ~th·e.:. :--

• ' ,_, >Oo 0 ;,- ;'/,, --~ ;", •: • • ":,'-~•: ;,- N,;:-•<-, ~- '"" 0 ·, ' ' > ·>- <0 -•' "' --·- -, Oo': 0 0' :,_• -, """ ',' -----:··-·---- '"'': ,• ~ ( .__. .... ~ ,, -' •:> .·:: ':' 0, , • 0"' -' ~ 
:Id_eE~yd th~-_spontanei ty. o_f;_ the_ :·id~_a,:, nrcivi rled _ we.xund9rs:t:and -how long_ 
it.:had ._beeiLbrewine .b:ef~re .it: ~xpl~cted, i·.e., 'the hru:d··_labor i-·t 

---t~-~k .. t~ ~reat~ ~--·new :Cat~gory · ~-~t-. ·Of. t'~e '-~~~ · ~~p~~i.~·n·c-~'.":01~ ·---~ gene
, raiiz.atio'n _of th; :n~_w ~.ni tY_·,,_ .new ~~~lationship. OUt. o:f ---~houe-ht· and·· . ,. " .... _ -.. ; ' . ' - .- . . ... 

•. ,.. _ln-. conclusion. reread :that yery -f·irst p8.r.~Praph 'with·: which 
." .. : .- . . . ; -... - " . - - .•.. - ', '. -.. 

. _._,,-_- 'r began--this . .Jear .. Colle~.~ues letter and ask yourselves what ore-ani":" 
·_ -:?o~ti9;1a1 ~ qon~?J.Usi~n_,h.;,.d r~:a:t~~ d~awn ·,'/~ef! ,_ he~ving _.disqo'-i_r~r~~d :~·-;{ new 

. - - -: _. . - ' . ·-. -- - . :; ... --. -., .;·,_. 

;::-continent.:_cf .thour--ht~.r;tnd .oi' _reVolution,_ he decided to hit:. out 

-~__ai~~~-~.~: .. ~.h~e·- -~Y~)'p~~?l'·~.-~~~~-7~-~A~.n; ·_ c~~-~~i~~~O~iai'.·~o~p~~~ ·-' ?~~--.t~ . 
mention -the clique-ism that sprUnf" _.up with. the Proudho'nf3• ,:Bakunins~ 
Las~lles?, . An~-· how-. do,eG_._:tPa:t ~p~1:\j to-~·u~s---·h~~ .t)tS.~- w-i·_--}ia~e ~~.:.trilofY . . . ~ . ' .. "_, ,_ .. _ ' . ' . - ' ; '· "• ·-- - -- . 
o_f~ revofution .. ,whiCh demands :-that, not· _o_nly must .there be a riew. l:ela- . 
-tionshi_p, -a, new_.-_p.n:l.:ty of .th~o.ry,, an9 .. p~;~tic~, b~t phil~~Sophy and . - " . '"' .. - . ' ' ' - . '. '' ._ ' 

.. 9rr-~r;i~~tio_n_?: '!re~nizati_on: cannot_: be. a pre-S7rve. :free, of. phi;l~sophy. 
" . ~ -~ • IJ.1his· is ~he last chance I' 11 have to address you as I 
·mu~t·· 1~ow \z~·t d(;.,.n .:tow-ork·i~f:r; :(:)ut the P8r'sPeCtive'a'·Of the ConVention. 
S~e-,~~~~--:~th.er.e:_ · ·· ·· · _ 

Youl .. s, 
. ; . 

RAYA 

.. ~ ., . ~ ' . 
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ORGAf!ZATIOt·:.-tL CRO:·;r:! .1.nd the DIALECf ICS OF "RE\'DLUT!Of'.: Il-l PER:.IAt·:S}\"£E 11 

bY: Peter~_· 1.;_; 
;, . •' 

An- eSsential point is-.1 .. :vlL as. ·concluding_ note of. t!tc narxist-~ .· . 
Hunanist DrD.ft-- Pcisp·cctiV·::l_S· for 1983/4- co;t'c_.,rns t'!lc·: n.3cd _:fo·r i\-Cw· org::.: 
anization_~l grouth -Uy the Conmit.tecs. fhis is _hardly t~l~ first time 
we have_-· _rc.is:~d c i the- r ._th :lt_ or. t!1 e ·- neCd ~--J:or ~ .n ~N kinU of. r.t~mbu-r, but 
it\'is '-the'·:. first>·ti::IC diScussion- o£ them follous. a. Sclction Cll:ti~led, · 
"~tcrX·'-5:- L:1St.·. :'!r:i:--tings _Lets Us: n~·rir. :;~rx T hin1cini;!' ~ 

. I • 

:T:-h6 ~-~'-:d:· -for_· Ol"!!O.niznt.ion.::q·. ·r;ro;.rth thu:s flOl.;s; £r-OLl -thi.1· new groUnd· 
:cS_t::~.blishud by the Trilol,!y- of i!.·..::·volution,_ i·tarx•s·.las_t cic_cud~, ·and the 
ncw·.vi~w of ~13rX both h~vc rovoale~. ~h3C follows ~rc sc>ac nntcs on 
h-01-r th·c philcisoi>hi"c/Org-::mizati"Onn.-1 ·v·c.ntc._ec P'Jint--dcvclo~tH>ci· t!lis.·ycar 
'i~lunin::tt.::s s-.:)nc n.s::ccts of :·'!:!rxist-Huwa:li_so! s uniqu~ !i.i"S.toric con-·· 
tribution, tl1~reb~ indic~ting p~ssi~lc u:J.ys ~f ~chicving th3·organi·z
·atic_nn.l ero";th so ~f.!!l·~r::!.tivu- -i~ tho yc:lr ahdo.~. 

I. i:nrx's LaSt Oec::i .. _~._, ::mtl'its C.hall·:ni!"l'o f•lr Or-rt,"lnizatir;n-. 

- f.li;:..· Dr.:.lft--P:.:=rspcctiv . .!s lr::ts us he~r :!~rx· think :J.s·-·h;.)---(1-;\r-Cft):O·-_;~t net-~ 
_p:~.tlnrn.ys to r~..:v~luticn in J1is l:l.st ,!~co.J-.). Th•JSC ifl."'itin::;s :!rc ii:Tport~nt 
n.ot:·only fvr .thv porticulc.r vi~ws of--~!arx .m.· :l£'l."'!lrirtn·-socictics, ·the · 
lHHI.S!lntry, o·r th~ Russi-"l>t r~-7:V:>lution, but !Jest of all b<::c:lilse· t!tey· 
r~va~l thd c~ricrct~n~ss ~nd t~t~li~y ~f-·!~rx's u~th~d: 

-ThUs·, ii): tr:tc.1ne. -~ut ~--~-o.thH:l}' to· rc~olutL:n; for tho T-i~i:z.Jji~?.?:Jt!, . 
:tarx_-·pTo.:;~nt~:.! several c.unditions- 'l"r..:•~uir;;H! ;_c-r tlt<=l. Cri•O.tion. :Jf' :m· inU-. 
iganaus s~cial~s~. =!arx h~~- ~lrc:ldy trac~~·uut ·t:~e objective ~3tarial 
condition ·._f~:r s·oci·_c.lis;.l in the >~st--t:ith-~ his c:l::l"'lt<Jr -"T~n:= !iistor-J.Cal 

.:-.T-onchm-cy .. _-~ £: :Cil.pi i:. -o.l:is t t.Zc-UilUi":l t f.~.~~~· __ " in C::.·~i t a.l. -- 1'1tor~ ~ · hC':.' sh'O\·:cd ·: hew 
soclalis~ ~ri~~s- fro~ cut of th~ ·s6cinlizo~- r~lations- 6f 11roduc:io~ 
Of 'Capitulis::, ·(th~ ft!.ct.:>l·y· systc •. 1) "in!.! t!to--icvolutl.:>nUry ?ro.xis -of 

-~1'\e_p__;t:_olc~~r.j.;:~.t' Hhic!l fi_zhts thcD. But __ .this ___ .coul·l;l har<!l)r: :!.ppl)•.- t,:,---tho 
"East" \;!hich h .. n.d nuithor cxp~ricnccd cn~1ita.li.{>;'l or :Co_xccpJ: ...... f~.~.'_J:_:l!!__:liJ.) 
fe'.lt!:ll-is::l. 

--- ; 

:'l:lr:lt' thus trioJ to fin.~ ~n inr.!i~-~·nous couCitiun fvr soci:llis:t~ in 
the' East., llisc;\'(n:in£;- it ill th~· Villa<J:C:' cuu:.tun~. ;ihtlr,!C.5 cv:.uaunc.·l· r~
lations cf ~"or-I;in~ the l:inc.l !l:lr! v:mish;;J hm;;-:hofo·r~ in tho-- t'~st., in 
th~ E:lst they ?Orsisto.l cnJ c~ul1 tner.::for·.:: sc•rV;,) tlS :1. u!ltnri::.l con· 
l.litivn f')r a·- nctoJ" S'1Ci-.Hy. 

bUt the ':l:~roJ cxistc.nco \Jf t.)d' villn;c cor:u1un.~s cnultl not in_ :mtl 
of· t1lcnsl.)lvcs·: crcnt.! snci.::tlis:-:.·· Aftvr -nll, :'-:o co:.:muT:::s- hnd "xistctl 
f•.lr t::ilLJ-ni:l 1 :m-.1-- thus f:1r nc( Soci:lli:;:J h::~. .. ! arisen frc:) tho:J. Furth\)r·
hora,·t~c cucnunos w~ro ~ln~u~~-~ith· cast~ rol:ltions, slnv= relations, 
~:~.tri:1rch:~.l rdl9ti~ns; thos3 woul~' hava to !~J r~~~voJ t,ufor~ frocclon 
coultt issuoJ frcr.1 the cNu.\Unal f·;;rr.:. f;.,~~~o)..! H::.s ::. r-..Jvclution to strip_ 
~wn)" ,a._ll t.!lc_~J~:-ltS_ tdt!tin th~_ C(':J:~UJ~.:.~ _uh.i.ch s-tvo .. : l:n t.hc "'-!n;t •.lf. :1 no1-1 
s,1cicty. --Only :l r~voluti..:n:lry suhjoct--u~dc!:, i:lrx. s:1iJ, coulJ in 
cart:lin. _cas.;:s ~·c th:J :_>C':!s:mtry-·c-:all~! Jo th:lt u:1r!.:~'ltin::;. 

3Ut ~v~n t.~is 11ns n~t cncu~~~ t(J unsur~ til~ cr~:ltion of-~ Third 
1'!..>rld St_jci:J.!is:.l, f::>r !101-1 Has tho .:'9U!!_nn_try_ to .:il;~_:\in the insi~ht, 
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'·'" .~:-:m¥i~r'i'tY- ":ii=t'~f ·s·t·r,:;-i~.;: ·t\.- ··-co- ~fi £li'-c· ~ ~.:;-{··~~ i ;;---n-E;.t;.~·t ·I.:!?·~ ;::t~--iT;;.I ;. .. ~;: .. ·t;ncl.: oo: 

1-1arCness but n:lsc f:::.t• :!_ ncn·r sccicty? .LH! N::.UlU 'it tl•JVoJlo-:-> --r~lations 
with t!l:c ~-zcrk..:::rs :.f_ 'the ~•):st .. i1::.\'• c-:·ul ... ~. it d.:v"-"L.:-·, the _:!eru o€ ·cooJJ.urtal
is::l,>:i_ntc.' 0. !l~t.i-6_:l .. ~!i ... l..;; sys.tvr .. r.o£" :f.'r;)·Jly _~ssoc~.'!lt...l;.! vr<J~i.uction?-- :·l:trx·· 
:i;'l~ic:t.t·.H1 .. :ct ~?·:)r~'l:!'cJI .. to ·:~'1- ~:!':nr.:._r .in· !1-'is·. ·.1r!:l.£t_ ·l:Jtt-cr· tO· Z't!sul-i"ch':\ 

- .. ' 
' ' 

.... 
·'--T·)">'s:J.vi:_.-thc ·-?.Ussi~n comr.iune ••• -th..:r~ r.ust"bu n. Russio.n.-.rCv-·: 
.·clwC'i.cft:~--.-:. i'f .th~- rc:Vol_utiOn· takd!; ·;-..121cu ill' .ti'r.-..:!'; 'if .:Lt. :C_On--_' 
.. c~ntrat_c_s. _o.l:lo'i.ts·.-f::n7co (and .if- t:HL inte~l.iqent s!!ctor'·o_f· -~ 
Russiari soc1et~; ~bo~ Russian int3llcct) ~unc~nti~tos-~1-1-tho 

-:.:livtn·r -· fc_rc·.: s :O f--th•..:: _country~ ( t:_!tc .. c.Or.!:.lU_iH.: J~·_.u.i 1 L scon ~--J.cviilo.? 
, -.. :::s. ··n: r:::.:;onU_r.o.t i_n !l- ;.::1 ~,':'.~.mt; :;_,f -.~us s i<m soci.;;:t)-_~· .~ · }{' 

Tc, err. at-.! ~ n .. n! ~:\t!-1\~:iy t·.:.: r.ov•..llu_ti~n,. :'hrx __ wns··_s:lyin~ .. -n~~it·h~Y. 
th c ,:. ~l j t.: c t i v '::; · :-.u' .. t. :~ i.i·l:..i- c;~11 U.i 't. i .:n·s · n ..,t: --th a·· S u~J j .;: ct. ivc_ rc vc 1 ii t i ~:-n:l ry, ·; 

·.r.u_rc~;,s-·~...-ill. alr.nc, suffic~J;·- o.lsO· r•.!'1,uirod. is "int~l-l~ct",·- C:)~ni-ti.cn,-: 
w~~t ue_ccll, a )~ilc~~phv_~f-rcvolut~on t~ 50 in~ar-rol~to-~he:_tuo· ns
to Gev~l.:>:~ ntH\' __ ,n.-thwi1ys t.-: · o.- t_nt::!.l u;_Jr.:.:vt'ino;:.. ·~h:lt \-11:3 c!ln. &C\'J s~e 
thanks· .tc Rcsn-.- Lux:.;::t~;ll.T"" ,= ~-·::.con' sf LilH:'r:tti.m, ::t:t<.l ~1:-.rx! s·' Philcs~·)hV
of-Rcvolu~ion is thnt in his lnst ~~ca.Ja :~nrx vroj~ct~'~ ?hilosop~y ;s 
_~:: f~rce·: c:£ -r-.:::v~~lut_-io_n. 

-: SUch in t.cr-_ r~ lr>.t in~. (_f. ~i r.l c:c tics 11i th "ru-~,-:.~1 ut io:~n ·i;,_' };)~~~n:ln~nCa" .
ch:~ract~ri.z·}t.!-·'n-11 . ..:-£ ;t~...-x's· ~~v...:l::'-J::;.::nt. T~tc· !.la.!>is. f.=.r hi;St·1ir.itinl!s 
in tl1c-l'a.st ,::!c-::.i!,.l. ~-r!rc th~ c~n.rz~c;; ~.: i-:1-·tr:;J.-:Jct:! ... : ·t . .:; the Fr.ench. .. v<!ition 
c.f c:;·_-,it~l (.;:;s!_~o--Ci:ii"lv t-!i.t:> fi~_'!:l .... P~rt 'ill) 1·1h~rt: he s_;ec_i£i.:!J.- t~·i~t 
Ca.;lit:.n.L'·=.~.,pli-cr:;c:>nl.y tu.-:·:ast~rn ,:ev~lo·-::·H~nt,- :\llo..l---_th.at· t:1e: zr-;,wth of ~ 
colcnto.lism, ~-!· •. ul~~-- Ti~'t vitia.tc. t::.::"· l~Hs ..;f. c:l:~it::!.list--. crisi's. For. "1arx, 
Such'--C-:).nc·c~Jti-;;rls w.?r-::· ti·;t:.. just"' t.hJcfr.iJs-'.1 Z:~ut- t!;o vory: .:lrcuntl .f:Jr:::...,rz_-. 
!lniz·aticn.- Thus_,. in ilis 1875 Ci-itinu<:: ~f ~::~~ G~•tlf::t P-r~·Tr:l.r.: h..;:, o..:rci- :--.~~ 
, 1 <J~S sJ.y.; c ri t. is i·z.:: .. ! ·, t :1_.:-.:_-.G_.~ _:o':'!-c:t --- sc c-i ~ 1 is t s-· .. f.-::'r:: .s ~:? ~r::!. tin-:;·. '·in rX.i ~n -: ;:-i-in c i }!11 o-
fr·.,:::..:-·:.n :~··r·::~nizati.-:-·!l~t·_.";;r:;·gr_n.r.l ;:!.n~ son't ~,_ cov'-.!ri.n·e· l•Jtt~r t·-e-o.- th-e-. _: · 

' 11 Marxis:t 11 ~~l~:.~·J,.!rs~i:)s::,vin-r.hc .u~ul ... l so0n s~n.! "tb~ -.fih::-.1· :-.-a.rtu. of t!ta 
Fr;.:nch~ ~ .. ·.i 1:-i Cn _- uf c;.._:, i 1: ~1- "nJ. · .::!·· no•·1.- ~ Ji t i -.;.n of tho Rcvl!l ~ !i ·.:m s:'-cancc rn-

. in·.r.~;-d\c··Cul,:); .. nc_C~-r .. n:.lu:-:.:ist Trial. f!:3.t~ \'T·:>rl: Ct.Jnt::inc.! !lis---1850 -A~~dTess 
on P~r~:!n<Jnt:. a.~v;:~luti•.:m. :!:~.r:x •·l:>.S in ·~f~oct toll in~ t!1.; r.crn:!.n· ·_soc._ 
inlists C)ut :~ .. ·s-c -::-f :111, >Jursc.lv·!s) t!1.1.t' .intorn:llizin:.:· :'l.!\J :~r,Jjt::cti~:=: 

_ -che-. uhil·:.s.:.:·,hy of 11 l';.!Vuluti-.:.:1· in :)cr;;-,~_;,-::nlCL!" 1;:ls t~c .• >n:ly t~1ino th:1t 
eiv~S c rov~:!uti::n.:lry ~r£;:~niz:J.tioil its--'hist·.~ric rizht--r;-•)Xist~ Just 
os no )Ot~tlcy tn r~vvluticn c~ul~ ~v~n U? f~r t~~:Thir~ :-,rl~ whdrc 
no ~"hilnso:-.hy \'llS :··rosG-nt ,---__ sc• c_.ul\1 n·t'~:t:l -... ·;~·IJn f1.1r. ~;\:~ :Jc.;st s._-; .. l"·v·n~ :'\S 
?hil~sc,hy~~n~ ar~n.~i:~!ti~n tTcr~ kJJt in s~~ar~to ra~l:.1s. 

\;o h:tV'.! s:.:..:-n- f'l'i'l::t P::.r-: III .Jf nt.'·:t:tPr.. t~t:lt such· intcr-r>):lat.r;;_q .-.•-f 
. ..linloc'tics ~nt~ nctivis:.-:< c·:-:-tstituto-.:: tho t.:szOac~· ~!ttl t:tality ·Jf :ll!:- cf 
:.~r:.Tx's- .~:JVoL-.·.~-.lcn.t;. fr~:.t lGoil \·!h~rn hu ;WS:.h'; t!~~ no . .-,_~ {t-.r. ·~hil~so~:..!,_~_-
.-tl) turn t:•': rc:o.lity, ·to:· 1043 uhcn- :t,.; -\·:rvt~ 11 th·~c:.ry t..::,_. U(;.'C'J!.l·.:::S: :1. no.torial 
f·:-rcc: ~~en it s<Ji~c:s. tho. :.::!SS~s." (in t!1o v.:-ry .. ~..·sso:;.y ~-rhoJr~- ~1o first 
nukes uso =f th3 tor~ •--,r~l~t~riat'~) tc !lis 11urk ~s ~r~:!tliz~ticn n~n 
il.1 !lis ci:lt:'"-iiU't::~-;.-f th.} G::t~n £1:--::.,r:~:.:.~. 

l:t' ~ivi:t:-: us ::!. :t~t-: vnnt:!;!J :.~uiil-; frt•r.: •.:1\dc:, -t:J vi.>w ~::lr:oc:~s ~!~rxis!:'l, 
J:L~iL"lPfi :~lsc :lr.:tvL~\!S :: n·.n·: v:r:1tn•;u l~~··itlt fr~:.l l·thicll tv Vi.)•! :tnrxist- · 
1lu!l:mis:t'1•s uniquOJ !oi:.>t(.ric Ct:.lltl"ibuti::m, •J::i~'l-;.ci::.lly :'l.s c.J:1t::.in..::.! in 
ch::~.-~t.;,r-. :1tH: o.f P~i l)S,.)"I!\v G R•.:v~lut.i>)n :~n .. ~ t!1:: 1953 L-Jtt .. n·s· ·.m t~t·o
A~,s~dutu l·~V:l. 
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II • h~~oluto t~~~tivitv ~s ~~w-~~~innin• ~nJ its c;,3ll~n3~ to OrPa~iz~ti·' 

;,, 

__ ; P!1iioso·~!tY"& -!!~\;:~lu:i-.n~ C!lll.:lJ -f-=r ~ no1_: ~nity-~·_:>f_'_th~oi"),.:';ci.ii~,.f<.-":· .. _ 
'···r!lctico frc:t·•.>~hich- a_· no~t :..--3_:·inninv cr=.n- :::!.ris.:! in tod~y•s· revolution!ll'Y 
::a0~J-'3!l_cnt~_ ·'AS :t.:"'.y:l ~-rrot.:: in Ch.:.~t.::; D~ ·- 11 aS: ~_·:O.inst:.thc ·CcnC_ci.~Jt-';_thoit 
}'i:i.Jl-:tss·· !lCi:ivity. t~L.;u~·:--it !;~: ~in.!l,:,ss, iS· ;ufficioilt_· 11 tb J1~k¢' ihC 
1-·?y~rut·;~·~'-' J _ ,..,:,.~ t ·-is .r:.~\::·..1·~~: · 1::; o. ·rt."!-s t:1 t'cw.n1 t ·f~~r- ·our~ ~:;~--- -o·f __ HnTx 1_ S 
con·cc-lJt::..:, f ·_ th c-' __ " rt:; n 1 i '!.a ti. en'' . ·:.f. :_)hi 1 o s o·1 hy") i ~ l.l. ~ the·_ i:t s c:.J n rO:!:d 1 tty 
,-~_f: 7hi ~~~~ o~_lhY·: nnil' r:.n/.._,_1 ti ti on.'-~-: ·~his·:· _i!ls e:!ar·:~."Ji 1 i ty· is: 'd~Vo lo:J:.o<::.:~'JY _ 
_ traci.n-;;1

;_thr0•l-gh-· He r:e_l' s _.· _cent-r:!l · :_.lhil --- ~o_:,hi·c_:: co.ie_.:·-:n.·y · of' thC' ~\hhc 1 u-te ·--
" ~J.n 'his::· ~:1.j o-r~· '-'~ -'i-ks- .:.p!.,-e-n6:J.o::ln::.t o·~v- _.:)"f: ;ail.._() s ci'fnlCc---- •.Jf··- !.-.> -~i-c ~-----Phi lcSo·,,lir, 
,·of Hint.'.~ As_:·.R:lyQ.'·-ur;Jtc·: in· Chr._;t-3r 1, "l=cc~use ,:~ur<hun~vr fln•-.·_thi'!ory .. 
:· nr1.s cs frc:.:.- _th::: tot '!l i ty·. -~f. thCi --!-'resent.· Cri s'i-S) ·He·:~ 1 's ·. A!Js J tutu-·. 
;fe thocl !.: c c'-:ntc s i rr~ s i ·s t ~!J_l·e. ·n .. T ·h ,j' !! ;} ~ C 1 i ~n ..;;:·i'J. rx i ~ri: <:li~t h '-' 11: o f~--J i b~ r
ation, _AbsvlUtc ~··it:thri·..!, i's ~Jre-sCnta.:· n.s ·~:.rh~t ~net)cs· t.c..· ':v- c6hcr~tiZ:.i:J· 

_ .. ~na:r.P.:-"."c!.c.at·:-:c;! i"n ·.n·,!.b:I- fer· !.,ur -·a~.!·~- t'u· n.Chiov-:: t!_to unity of tht;'t?ry· 
'·· · nn~---~.r..iCti'C.:: ruquire,1·· £-:-·r :in.J<in-:: ::: succosSful;-ruv;~Iuticm.. .· .. ·-·~ . . ' ' - -:. ' . - ; .. 

Elrhr>sinc.J: P&n· ~:ns ·:-.uhliS!'tu'·.! • .-~>Jc hava :,oan tr.yln·;- t·~· !;rc.::iX ·ust-:it 
this c:Jn7~?ti~~·n ·ns:-thc':.j'"r_':',u·:l<-1 ·fo'r· ... )r_;;roniz!lti:m:tl -.~ro-·..-th. Tho·- quCs~iori 
~f:how tc r~lnt~ ;!~:~t- 1 s A~solutas.to_~r~anizatich 1 fnr fr~~·bei~~
n::\t·to us, is in f:u::t ,·>ur_ u~iqu;.! historic c_on-tri!~utLmJ 0-_S <.!isclos.::C 
irl-:·our· t\c'tua..l 11 f~u:t,..!in··'-·t!,:-c!.f:l~.!nt" ~ thO· '195S::·l.~ttcrs. on- t:te t\!ls~lut\! 
'hre:i.· .. .: · ~.;JVi~1·iin~.,.- thb- ~-mtd-!lts ~·f t!ns:l- l' .. ::'ttc:rs c:m '.H.~th'· shiJ"..!" li·':ht 
-:Jn sD:lo !Jf'- cur ·:,.;rs·J:!Ctiv~s·-f:~r: 1983/4 :ts Hell :ls• in.Jic.zte···t!le rO-::.. _ 
~~~tiCil. o.f ibrx~S Hu;"I:t.nisn to:- .!:!rxist-~!u!:!nniso::.'·_· _., ... ~r.- ...... : .. ~.·-.. •. -..... _ . . .. . .. 

, P.t!.y-:.'s .fir::;-c l·~ttcJ:" (':::.v 12) consists'/.>£ r-. .. ,_:tti:J;t·t tr:lc·i.·;c~·- .. i~~.JU:!h. 
of h')\o,• !}(.:.":t:l 's ll.t•s.;lu'tn _ldo!l r;,l~tos to-t...-h<tt ~~~s th.:::n r~~·1r~cll to :~s 

--~1 t!tc ·li:::.l;)ct.ic·_ -:)f th·c- ._.J:\·rty". ~ny_~ f·.)ll(•NS ~lc-'-:•:::1· stcly;_J:·:-''_ stc~l- th;-ou.,;h 
tho-· 27 :1~li-a::.!rn~:hs ·-Of th,~ -fin::l.l clt~:~tci- of t!1c Scicnc.:,-·._.,f L·'):~ic· -~-·-~wcrkin~ 

·Out at:._Ch· cu.ilco>·,t• s· i::·)lic:ft:i~-ns. f:::r c1·c~tin!!· :l net: £.;,1ru of rcvclution-
-~ry' -~e~:fa'ii.Z":t-t:i·:>il'o -

.: ; . 
,,.-.. 

Sh_a 
1
J•..:f_:i:ls- ~y qi1otihg :-:~·.:cl ·::n t:t.c .YC:t:Y.- f'i-rst .·1:1.';~~· 11Th•.! A~fS~O-iuto 

!.1-:::l- h~s turn{.:..:.-i.>utr -::.::J! !_•,!. t~u:o. ii.h::ntit'v. •jft the T!lco:rctical 'an:.!"·-thc:: 
Pr:t.ctic:!l 1\l-;.::t.". P.ny~ \iritcs i!l :r-~s~_:-Ons.), 11 tc- ~.10: this :.1;:)::1ns .tha.t" thu 
~3rty_ i~ t~~ iclcntity o~:unity ~f til~ ~ctivitv Qf t!t~ la~·:~rshi? an~ 
the ~c.::lvlt"y bf t!tc ::::::.-Ssbs .n- :~<:v:-.luti'.Jnc.ry or~aniz::1tion-J in- :1 h'orJ, 

Jta.s. .S..O-~~---'.!T.'~uh·~..!·: in !!~'.:;--::1-'s .\lis.::..lut~s. :.on'innin--·:-'uith th1.1 unit¥'·(lf 
thinkers· ":!hi.! ~ttivists.- .-~l..!!!·~·l, tlf cours·~,. -.:.oes·-.not- stc~> !'.t th"C unity 
~f il1b~ry ~nd ~r!lctic~) nh~·ncithQr.·~~~~ ~ay~. ~s·s!1~· quo~cs·hio· · 

· thus'ly:·: ":lh:lt r'e:l:'!in·s? t:~1Jr~!f-:;,r0 to :..•v consi...!;.~r;J\: -hf~r~ is not·· a c:."Jn"t:Jnt 
!l.s··-such·.- but t~\;v un·ivor5~l "Jlcr~-:::J.ts (:fits '(i.v., tho A':s·Jlu'tc I"ddu's) 
for':l·.;.:--th'!lt i"s) tho ;:*cth:~J;" T-~ ~:::.y:~.-·this· oo.:c.as- t'l.:!.t "t!11! furt,s ·Jf:ra
l:.lti':>nS t:-Jt\ll'ooli' lo.J:l.t!ors n:i,J rnnks 1 lw"twuon t:a: v:tri,:-,us l:ly.JrsJ -:ln~!
'o~it!lin" c:~:C~··'l'ny(Jr,. · t\J·lls t~'o·T-Ih->lc'·st:·r)~." T·..-..~ avthot.!:o~;taiJtaJ. fr:')m 
unityin;: th.J-~ry t-:iih' !)r~ctlcl.)~n.:ls ko)··~ S•) k.·J~·· thnt !lcJ-)1 ihs'ists 
fr·);.l kJr.}· thct "-lV:.:-r:y h··J~inni~l ~ !:itU:it:_ ",':! r.~..:c \dth tho- A:,solutv••, · Rny:1. 
cu::.o~ntS th:d: thi'l ~c:"!ns th·:~t tho.! n~~'/ sceil)ty 1-i"vns i1c tl11J ·shc·11' 'of 
tho olJ :l:tC 'th:lt ;rov,;luti<mnri..::s _nus_t- n'.~~.:~l·!.J th!lt.. t!l-::~rutlc::!.ll·y nntl 
:n·:li:t,i"c:"nll)• ·s-~- :!5 t,.- ·:!ivc ri.:v::luti ::m·nrY ~cti·.)n its .:irocti .. .m. 

. ... . . . ~ : 

r.=:.y:-o..· th•~h q_u-->tcS ac::~·l~: 11 'f!H!- soc·~!''~ no•:'ltiv\.! 1 '-_"tht..• n..:!_!ntivo- Lf 
'thr: .;.J;·a!v~:::. t;!l.ic:l ~h.' ·h:n·..:· r:~~chc~~ is -t!•iS 't.T:-!.nSc!lihlcnco ~'if. tho' 
contrn..li~c;ti.:::;n,, lou.:t..._ . .it_ i·s nl' _·n.:>r>::~ t~n~_ :l.ctivity :;f :ln· llXt:,;~r~a_l~.-rQ .. -_· 
floctit...;n-th:m th.l) cr~ntr~~.Hcticn. is; it is t.~tv i;'lihtr:Jilst.·.c.n·J·•:wst' 1")~;
j'.:'<Ctlv-..: ::::-:h6rit ~f I • .if.:.-~n:~·:;z:rlrit 't.; ·Vlrtu::' ... :t' •i!d\:;,·.~·~--su~~j•Jct: is··, 
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----~.c r !n:irfo:i·--_i-;i~ .· fY.a"J ·." - ~-:l·y a'"_-:fC"; ~n 't1iTS ~ i!i C · "0,1) 01 i't" j> .... ri:· of'~ t"liC- .:!i·s"t in ct ior. 
of·_ ~!1cory. ~nr!-- ~:.ro.Ctic~n :t:h~ t~H: -::.:rcu:L~ f::.r- 1._ ';lt:'.·:_ kinU :>f. -,r~cticc. 

· :~:~-=-~H~$_ .. :;_-~_cci~~~nts -~:'1- :Ic;;:r..:l! s_ =-.._t-t:tck -::ri 4 _t~l; __ :Lx~-~-~i~-!YC:J:;.·::..£_:-_t)l~j·s·t;·~-1,ilYC'!: t_ry t_o_ 
-- · r9n~h:: tJ-.c,· ,2'.)~'1. ~'litlv'u~ ~~cl·.•in:~-_-th..J-_·3u!:.j_.ict :!!;s-::-r!_, the f.\.!..~s::•l!J_to.).- .(the 

__ .;UI.l_j_-_ty_:c_f thc-~ry. ?n-1:_-~r::!ctice)-._:is -~·-•et~!:.J.t~ •. Sh.:::-_.:::.ls-: for.; tho: firs:t· _th1o 
----~sS_~cs_ -~ criticiso_,_:~f_L-J:t_in';, f,~r- r1.;t -<~~vul·J~':in:.;: "tht3 ··crtlctivitY'.'-.vf 

co:.;:r_Ji_tion: ~Yh~n h~ r•_::lc1v.<.-· t!l~_-_,\:,s··:-lctc 1~0:1 in-. his Phi:l<.>sc~1hic- "N:oto~ 
~·-----L~tCr she ~..-ill ;,!c·"~.)cn--'this critiCis:.t 1 ;sh·J\·.'in:; h·ow .... -,.." .. 
l-lo,.e_l-' s · con.cC!lt-. of tho_ tr'J.t~siticn ·.-:r~n- L~>·•ic. to· l•!..'lturo 5.(',.- illunin:ite:! 
th~.-~<~orld·. L'onin c;::;nfrunt~,; _in 19f4-:-171' _th;it_ LaTtin_ J.i:r n~)t'· :.lOVO on t!,) 
!_::YC;-~;_1·1 C ui tn···tJlCi::-s t'c.~.:c '.To yOn .:l ·n t: r!in:·s fti:Jn_u:.~-:_ tli<?. a.L S·.> lUte;: oc~h~}J; By 
!H.dn:.-so. t.m:!':'16re·1- :jf tl:-:'lnsition·, Lenin clun3 t.c- th_e n.coJ. fn:----a..:mecant££_ 

. ·. tc ~!Z!.JVO thr.: Cio.lectiC -nhon.l ~n:! thcr:,'.•Y f::dleJ to ll~rk out tho! J.inlccti 
~~~~.:su.ch~' .in r;:,lnt-i'on t'J.: ~Jr:::anizo.tion. rrnyn_ :!lso m'•mtions i:1 this. 
_s_a_ctim;1. th~ ncq{! tq_ 11 ~,::; ___ l·cycn•! 19,~.8"J i'.c., CLR Ja.m.Js' i;:._-,tcs. :,n thc-
Di ~lr:.lc tic.. llc- !l.cji n t ::"l:-: litt:)sa t1\i.: --vc ry_ am-cr;!il.nc'tJ ·Jf-- ~lo.rxi st ~HumaniSJ:l 

.ns Rn)_':l tc.l1~s loss .-:1£ "th~ ~~i!l.L)ctic )f the \;.:trty" o:>r .,nrty as the 
- ~_et!i:.lt_or nntl inStv:l~!. ~tr~SS_(:S tht.::. :;~eth~.J_J. u_f action :m,J~ C;):;nition, the 
~inloctic _cf no~ntivity~ ~s th~ now wltich'oust ~~work~~ out_ris:''a. 
tot!!.lly. r.cw r\:!vUl_t in \~~ic!1 cvuJ:'Y~;nc ?x:~·.q·icnp.;;s _:J.1_·!sulutc _.l_ihcr:tt(on." 

The .firSt l~tt~r cU'i!:'lin.::lt.J's in· ·:~ayo. quotin~ Hc~cl' S-- Stnte_~t'.Jnt 
that "Ttl~: N.:;ticn· :!risc.:s as frc-J ~ixstoncc •.••. ;ut 0f _cxtcrnnlit·:r .. hns 
~HlS!>CC, in_t:o itself; a1•isOS tc ·.~-erfcct its S<Jl~-li'!,..~rn.tion- in: the 
Phil0s~~hy ~f S•,irit.~ naya _asks Grac~ L~~ fJr n Cil~Y of Philoso~hy 
of Hint.! s::> she cnn foll:i\-J" !lcncl on this net~~ cJu·rsc cf "sclf-110era.tion" 

-~. _!\nc.l Cl'i-:tis~z.aS thc-Lr on1:.~,\0r- n.:'l~Jroc-ch. ~-f pres_f,mtin;; '.'the :Hlrty" :J.S 
.tho.~n.Jt!i:lt2..!, t•\:tw,een· tho .. iCcn .:f scci:tliso :mU_ the J!'l:lSS: stru::;;:les: 
"now I.- ~.:-olicve thnt the eial.::ct.ic of t!r~· A.:•s~lutc I.le:t. is the -· 

. __ Cialc.ciic.'~f tho :,o.l-ty, I fc~l :th:!t "iin:.l iS ttH~ new S•.JCi.ll)t_y icstatin?.: 
in· thc·-·shcll cf::thc ')l.J." _In :.:. w~.>r.:,. ~:lyD. __ h:J.s ::rns~>e<.!- ~h:1t the. patht<~ay 
to n-.J\'1 et.<:..'!OS of li!lor:l.ti:-n rQsts-, ~ u:1..:;n ~ ueJia._t£.!,1 :mt U?On 
meUio.tion; H!1cn "!inC, ~hil:>s~~'hy, tho -vishm .)f tho new_ s~cicty be- -

.comes sD:intcrn,l, ~n~ concrete t~ thc-su~jccts of ruvclt ~s-·to ~ivc 
Uil-_c_ctian to .their siru:!~~los, the futuro 11ill truly issue fr ... •m the 
~rosent uf th~ir cl~ss_ strue~lcs 1 

This is uhol"l.l_ the_ L~tter -:.f 'l~y 20 !•o.::ins, 3_ l~ttor Nhcro. Itaya 
(:o::lv~s-,intco tho thru.::, flnnl, S)'llo~is·ots -;f !'!"J.!L.:l's Phil·"'!i~.,~hy ;)f •lind- 1 • 

d..1Vol::Jpin·; tho- 'uniqut:ly ·'~r>:ist~Hurn·mist ·:-r:>unU. u:>on \'o'hich ~e stnnU. 
The first syllnl!ison ... -Lo!,!iC•N.:!turo .. :Hn,l- .. illuminn.tt;l's tho nc\1-_-)f ~ur 
dny. ~ho-ncvcaont.-fr~~ ~ract!cc tlhich is its~l£ a furn of tho?ry. Tho 
spont~noous strug-~l~s froffi_,,ol•)W ;iv~ llirth tu no~ quosticn~, now ido~s 
naw theoroctic~l Jo~arturcs.which, wlt~n inturnnli:o~ ant~ ~rojectoJ anow 
c~n· ~}oco:~.o-th:: :.;r>1und f•.lr ~l',.nltin; n- noH _so·cioty. _ 1'lhvn :.-''T:'.Ctice, 

-''-M~turo'', ~ivas,.~irth _t~ now iJ~as ~f fraedon, thps~ +deas :qust bo 
dcyoll):.>cd into 'a full ~1hilnso:•hY cf· fr.:.~i.lom ,.,.hich" ~:lrl luicomo '&hu.-

. d.::tterrniu:mt, th~ coJi~ti·.ln, tc further struu~lo, Thus, tho socutHl 
·syllo~~isc-~N:lturo-:tin·:.!-L.J:,!ic: .. -flo.ltS ur!:ani:.nlly .fro:n tho first 1 :.s 
the unt~orlyin,! th1J.;ry t..'f fr·>Oil'Jl.1 \ihich u:,sur~·.:S frUn :'ructico bocvcus 
th•J r.hHliotivn- tv tho nvl.f._ ~.:l;.or thl't phil•\-SO!•h)" ~lOCt)-i.l.:.tS fully ~nto ... 
~rnt~J in r~v~lution~ry ection 1 wo hav~ r~~ch=~ t!1u ~ovolc~aunt ~f 
~~!ivin~, croctlvo, c~ntlJtuqus cathod :f huAnn· liboroti~n--tlte ALsolute 
~~tl\oJ, · It is this aotl1~~. whot1 brok~n Jown concrotc~ly,.which initi:J.t 
n -n oh'-· t,:-tP; i un 1 n .-;, ·· r h.; ! :.::. :: :~ !':.:_:!":l:.\h _ fro:-r" . l"h 1 1 o s o·:.~l. v . '-' f i·t inc! .. __ t hu 
Solf-Thinldn::. IUun, \H' tho S~lf-Uriu:.:in!: F·}rth, ... d Lil.H .. l't)· .. -~~nns th~t 
-in -~.,.'!'~l.:H'. i¢r thc-.:J?\IoJ:::hlnt~--frwu._:}r~ctico .. t:.. r;)~Ch its /ull_c-_~t_. _r,u_v_ol~·-
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-t-iQn.;r·}· "i)C-·t·)-nti.:.l, ·_it !!U$t :1ust c~:.nn..,ct ;._,-cth ;- :·!::tl~·~.~ --.;f li!1\Jr:1tivn, 
tho "dicl.lectic~l· n_._;t!,:..;.:.~ .• .:; __ O(!~h.:>•: t~·.,ri:.:.·: .·:ut.--t.ia• .• ~t~;;:h t;tc 11 l:J.b'J:~~ 
p~tic~c~, ·sotious~ass·~n~ suffJr~n:· ~f ~h~ nJr~tiv~.·· ........ 

.-.,-!'1h.a.t· thus~---1.;:-t.ters'cn tlic ,\l:s-..dutc:-r:.:.on. ·rJVO"'l.is th"' :Y'?unJ 
f:)r 'r<)V:':tlut:io:ti:!:ry _::r''!:!niz.nt-ion ic(::J.'y. Jh.: ~ .... ,1;)_ '_.:~f- th-.; r.:-v-~)utliJn::~.iy 
cr;:·anizc.ti.On· is---n_~ith_i:r: thr.t ·-::-f_ 1.~cino -t~1c :Ti~·-~.irlt;r _!.><JtHtJ..::n tho ·sti-UtJPlo 

--·:·a!l;_: .... t_.he ._. :::: . .1~1 _:>-"L"H _,is ___ it· :_.:m_o n f ::-:} n.c_it;-:~-· .:.11 :rosp:ms i> i 1 i ty'·_ fo £" __ f~'_r;;iii~ _ .. , 
:n(!_t·:_.:·p_::~.th,;il:vs t __ -~--,r~V-11Uti~m .>nn tho '}::!cl.;s ..;.f s~)f)ntan.Jit:y. l~:lthci· .• the· .. 

. -_ ;_ ~-- .o_~.iv .J l'Ut i ~n :1-_rv. _ >r:, {'.n iz ;,ti cri- -!t .1.S_. ·1.·o 5 ··<1n si ~a 1 i tv -f ~t' C~"~.nn ~c tin {T '_th.., z:cv_-
- ,_;J.l t).i).:onnry_',J ~JhiT.:>'SO':>hy._ •.fif ii :iho_· _ ;:1:1.s S:_· rtJV:;) 1 t s --~-)· · th-~i r-_ -full .. r~_v.ll U tion:!ry ·_:· 

:.::.t::m_ti:!L _C::tn ho·:n_ it6~_lf 5_-_~c:.~.: .-lT!.O~c~1~ _ f:..:i- :Jl:lX: __ ~on~tiro __ 30 y_~,o.r h,;st·.lr}--
;.JO-_·_ h_:~w·)- t-:.:> -3ri. -.:t t-yi n :_-·- t ~- c_,n_n.:: c t ·. :;u_ch.- ::. ~J';;f] th :.· :l ~-: i'th- '_:lc t i :..~n- in · t:-<t_t chin~-
thE: :s?:'_n."t!lt~o--:u_s .stru~i_l':}S fiv_.~ _t~futi :-..s .-=:. :n:-V-!_=-:.t~nt _frc:1 ._,r':!.ctic>J -=to 
theory~ dcv··-.!l:)·Ji:l." th:ft undorlvitP' t·!l .. ~vrV intc ::! ful1·-·-.•hilos{J''hv .)_£ 
'li',~ .. n:-."".t_ioal_ :1nJ l~ turn cc:llcr_;~-i:in·; thnt_ :)hilos.):,_>hY· -t}t:r·->~.!h ·.~·!:lily_ 
pcli~icnl{~r~nni~~tion~l: w~~k in tho ~~~s ~~v~u>Jnts. ~11J -:~c.t~~~-·~f-·

--iC~:lS. T:1is is- w~1.~t· ~a~:.cs t1:o_ u:;c·';1in,J: :~:l:J.·;hl·.::t c::.:.:1 t!t(: lO·Hl/50, 
.)1in"Ors _s·t"ri!t;.; so 'v.ci)· '•:xcitinrr; _f')I" n· ._u tl!~t uu ;:.rv tn.~dn::;- notic..l .-.. £ 

-_·:._vur:·)l"~~n'i'Z':1ti:~n"!} r'::lnti-m.. t0 1:'1(, v.:ry :~nvOl!rY.J..lnt . .-..Jf th.:J.t s_fril;-J, 
~.;_o cn.n s-::.:: -il.'l!l it_ Nt.S t~l.; iir.si :-:.:-•;.:::r:.t_ .'-in · ~l~rXist~du .. .:~-nfsus' f,)c'r0a.ti3n 
.)f: ·th~.: r.li::1l~ctic f·:r -:)u1· ::.;.:: • :::t~~r-"-- c:n.i;!ht- .t.h.J tnJ.Jr1yi:-t.:; thuo'ry in 
t:ho L1in..::rs, ucti=.ns, l!::!V:l1o~;o0:.: it int:; t:t'"- full ·.lhi1vs .• ·':>hY .:f l::trxiSt-
Hum'an-iso;_ ·_-~ :..!:hil-~s·J:~:-.y th:it- !o/':is ·'f.l.V'..'n ~n -~r.:;:lnizn.ti·Jn:J.l f..;r~t in 

· r:uyis ·q L<)ttars C..:::l:-Jiit.J\~s; ··s~.; c.mCr .. ,t;.!ly- •-;.J.s "this_ .-•_ ~nu -th:!t cv~Jl 33 
·y;;:'e,r_s--f41,tci"i' it rH~C•.'DCS·_~::'VSSi 1 :·1·.} _to' !J.,1_<!-U,} t 11.: ::lin·..!'I'S 1 :lC'tilnS :!5_::!. 

vision' :;.f ~n ~ltorn::.tiV.:: t.'~ the nO\! "r~--struct;aru·.! oC·)~ .. .,;;y'' 1vhich 
t::iVcs··. j,,·,·s- ta r_.;~..:tS ,_,tit :1·.·t· tr.l ':t~rl:.·.~r~. 

" .: ~\ - ', 

. . . 
::!1.:1-t is ·n:::H t!ais ~fc:-2r, ·i~t ·th:::.t nr::tc.! ~·ri·th th·_j Trll•.:.·;y __ -.,£ ~~GV<)lutio~ 

3n'd 'tha-~iloH VioW of '!:!TX ,_.-o_ h;:l'IIJ ..:: .. taint!~.~ in this ,yv::.r ._,f'his C!.!ntl:)n~ry, 
Tt:-~!CC:i::1.!~--':-,-.,ssi:..l~ tJ. Ql_,t-3irf' ~- r.:"uc!t ;::-... ro _c~,n:c-rt.:t:J iL•:::n ~f h:n·I to -
i~tun~li-~~vjl~~:~ur ~r.!~niz~ti1n ~~ th~ ~rJund ~f its~uni~uo ·hist?ric 
con-t'r·i' ... Uti•:--ns. F.::;-r 1n1.s ·a·.lt_.•:-:-,rx u1s.1_ .:-:n•.Jl-':;.i'l\~ ::o.Ls~1ut~ :octh.Jd :.!S · 
tho uoJi2ti~n t~ th~ not: sociJtY in !t!s cunst3nt offurt_t~ dav~l~~ 
"rov:::.luti:m in· ~.:!T:1'!nencu 11 7 ":":.s l~t! 1L1t t·.Jl1in; us tha.t_.th~~ j.J'.- of a 
rovolut-iQn.:~ry :1i-:_:~nir.vr is t.::. h'='l:;. · ~uvc1t-'~' _the n;.:,·: :•:lssi:.;.ns for frco...!or 
Whir-b C:J~-1~ :!:r:H.l • .• Jl"JU ~fltJ n ·1-::th.),~ "Ji :~Jv!lncin·~ t:t;;, strU'!!!los·, ~ nothoL 
arisin~--·fr,J':'"~ nass :tcti1n At:O -~r .... ;: t.h.·..: c-~'l:tsci ... us ~ff-,rt ?f :l c:1Cro 
;.f 11 ,:.1•;-fcssion:!l 11 r,•v:.luti·;;:1nri~s? 

Int.!..;;:,.!, :thu t:riL\ZY .~f r..:.v:,1uti·m ~ll·.o' .. S ~IS ~-;• S•.!!J !FHl olV.lry-~ 
u6n~nt bf .. !~rx's ~~vul0J~~ac ~:~s i.~~~·~ar~· l~.rr:1J :r~c~ic~nt t~c·u~thod 
::.f ~ 1 rcv·.)1Ut i·-·n in ::·n·tHt;l .. ;;nc:l 11 , .-.··:. :lut .. ~ nc,_;."ltivi~y. ,\s ~·r;~niz:ltion 
tolan ~l:lrx c.wtcr..::tito' this ~->.!tlt.; .. c. .. ntinu'.Htsly-, uh,Jth~l· in t!10 1S·l8 
rov~luti~ns ill lt~l}in·! tl\~ ,z~rkor; ~lly ~it~ th~ t~j~-rvv)l\ttinn~ry 
t>cur.-;ois.J -.,_t ·_;.n.; ~n.t tho S:l~-l·: ti"'~.J :!S !t<.ll·.Ji~l; t~ •. ::·~ f.)r:.l inJ..,~_,I)nf.!nnt 
or;o.niz~tio::1s :!1\.~ i~<JI!S t0 !~!...:~~ t';.lir -~tru..;_;l.'s ;:.tin,r_ ·-:.ft..,T tho in~"Jvit-
3blo b~ur~~is~ ~~tr:ycl; w~~tl1~r-i~ !tis \l~rk ~s ~ rov~luti~:tary 
j'lurn.~list uh·.,·ro ho unit-.J-:1' ncti::n '!u~! t~vu !'lt in hi-s- f!Ju-.; :t·il~inisch\l 
Z~ltun":; tth~thor his -:!ctivity !n t.h..: Flrst !ntorn:!ti·;m~1 \·lhic!l cul
~itl~tc~ ln his Critigu~ ~f th~ C~th~ PrJ·,T·,~; ~r 111 ~1is l~st ~1~cnJ~ 
uhl.lro_ ho !'tu~o:.;:t! ()Ut a ow :'n.th\lnr:l t':' 1 i~;•.;r:lti:Jn :Ja t•l'J ·~:!.sir. -~f tho 
cr-.Hltiv.: ';1:\tur-,; :::f his :·1in~!. -t>~w t:1.nt H~ h:1vo t!h1 tctn1ity ,:)f ~~~rx's 
:.lnl-xisrl in hnno.!, it .:.;jc·':::-til!i :Dsst: lu-t.J s~~ hiJ\1 ~ _,ra.ctici.n: · 
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· r..,v6~U1:id:i::iy ,cJ'nCr";.jtuiv : .. r .. 1!'..7..s :~v,m --th<! .-li,l...:-ct.ic of·.-_nu~:itivity;
surcly·, ·t!1iS.-c:~.n-.dt~.;J.·.~ __u_s ::_:J th·c sm.1·:. f.1r-.•1ui- c.·~~- in._Jovul.ydn;: 
N~ws- & L.:!tt-Jrs ·n~\i'"S:_:~~~·.:r,· corn\oc~:tii.·~.--tc t;,u.'f!lir·.l"H."..ri:! !,.,th ct homo_: 
and, a!•r.o:::.U, .:i:'l_tar_.v•Jfiti.:.n :in- _t.!t~. cl~;::; st::--u·t ·l_u ::.s 11i.Jfl ·_as livl:Ion '_5 · __ · 

:li!,...::r3tL:n_· ii•.;iv_.Jilcint~ ·.-ill-·in:s.uc!!.-~:-!oi~y -~_s·· t;:n.;t .. ;;rilY su~,~~or't t.!tl:l ·_._-. 

>2.Ii_~·f}ri.:! -~s ~ !~~ ~:)!:!!: :·. ~ut ~._cJ. s .,· :.~ :-,~j :J c.!:·-. ~~h~ t:·.:•:-~· · ~r:;. f:::r s ,:i :.- t!t;, t'. ,.,o· , :z_r6w 
.. as.~-nn. ·or::! o.n 1.::1 ti o:J-.':: · · .. _ -, . - , ;-. -- ; -. . ' •.' ' _..' ·- ''. ,' 

._ ~<:_::·~: :·_ --~-,..:"i'!{-:~~1:·!~~~::::.C.b~in·~-. yo~!l:~ .)o~:l _·-·-~rv~- stir~-; t : ... . h·o.V3- .ii·; cu:.; S i ol'l __ ,_m ~-t-~·0_ .,r~ {:1. t'i::.m _-.: 

. - ,_o_f. ~P,_._:J.rt_.·::I I I · ~-_£--- -~~L·:·f L:-iP:_;~ :·i:_0~: ~~ o.i.t·. 1--:.J f. l; &~t/-.- t·!l"b· -C~-n s·t i:t uti ;.;'!1 :il> .f~r\ Vc'n·t iait :· 
·,t<~-.i.l:_lyJ_t:~o~; :}._?-Y'-·:th~:-·-:-3r_bu:.t.J.~_.fvr.-.t:l.;.t ~ : :Th':)-: n;Jtc·s-_:.•:rusontoJ :_~u::r_c ;,-::l'X'_o) 
:it~. tt~.s t: 'D.~ r ~ oUt 1 i Ji~J's ~ _ _. S ·-~·:..v~· ·-:.~·r·:.l ifliil 0. ry . n-:5 t"i :inS·: . ·.·a U."t ·._. t.h :;r .. ~ ·c::iri·. b({.:·.--
·n·c_:- ·-2.~0-i1ht--:.th c t~---· t:i.' c ·_chtil·l-·J_'n ·:-·.:;, ~; f -~ -r ::~n·i z -~-t i,:,il :l1 . , t~_:.twtl\ . roS'ts ... -u:~;n: . :: 
<;·9nn:e._ct'iSl·.:- -~·rit.lt_'thc .cr_;_ntiv::..- ~~_in...!·-:::;_f 'inrX-~ .. \S~!\.:'!y::.·.-sCyS __ iri' th~:n.i~ 
}'~-rq_:;I-np}jl:_·t~. :~L11I.i-1P?.· thci s·o·t;Vc_s·· ~s -·thO-.. ce-nt--:!r,JJinf f'::lr th_-J; naw_ ·:.hJition 

~ .:if: A!.!O i: i c:; ::.ri Ci vi-liz u. ti .-,;n: ··ni_ .T ii ~1 ,·: -!_1:1 rx i i :.i i.S_t_ .._ -:.~ e (:~;Je --"~-~rou'·:!h t_ . . t? ·.:t . _ 

... \con_cl,u~i_o~ ,t~u:>.:l_i~l~ct_~_c·~~ h-~_U ·un'C~:1in·~(t -,!~H:TI hv_.~lr_s~ •,:o_l;c··.N_~th 
-.•.i::u_r:;o::.s.::: ·:;_.--:icl.v.ty.1.';J. t;lu.ch :J.s·nc-t· ~:m _<JnJ_.-_'..ut -'~.:.: nr.m .tJ;.!_:J.nnl._ng, :-t:.·-:'l,_OJ'o';-
·visiOJl~','.<~y_ ·.t-."hiCh r<)V~luti~.;ri.a_rios. c_:-in:'uc~t- t 1\Q ·cha·l-l,OU'.~O _ :::_f ·-the,· :1.:;~·.,· . 

. .• ~s- Ho-!.'::1,. hi:isol£ -lJC·~r:.Js'S<JJ it·· :'.S !D r--~":\chc:Lt!l~ cli~.l:l:<: ,Jf .thci-~ 
--'A?:;,S_·~·litt!J: . ..I-c~·~:n._· in th:i :;·ci~nC;~ _-)·f -J~:;'ni£-,-- __ · .- · 

. n).·. _virt.ti·J ::.f ·t!l.-.J --~·..!th:,'..;. iust i:-...!.ic:lt·.::.i··. t-:\c· sci.onc.o o.Xhi~its . 
i"ts-:!_lf ri.s :!; ~ii-cl..:o __ -r::tU:r;·i:i:; 1l)·:)n its.:Jl f, t!t..: .J-n'"l ~:.;_iri~·-·,:10·unt! 
!~:::.Ck- iat_-:(t_!l.J >oJ::_:inn-in,.;, ,the ._si:.;·:?l~_' :-r\lunt!, ·:.y thrJ _::lC;t!i.ati,·m; 
t~c cirC!.J- is.·!.~'H.-J·:.v_::-r .. :l circl.;.; -.·f ·ci-r.clc.s; f.-.r c"!ch ind-.
"iVi~:l~~- _::l•)l!~.Jr ·.-,s •.!;t·$~-.i.utQ:! ·-·Y th.:}:_·u;t-:i·.).l .i·s -r..:floctu(.f·t'nt_u 
i_ts.Jlf, s:J th.:.t_ in r.,;t~U_iain·.: iTlt·: ·tltt) !1.J.~l:min-3 it is·· c.t -

:_ :~_!~· .. ~_:,.:~·~- ;_ti~J·J .. ~n\,;_- ~~--~·:.:iilni_n·;- _•.J£' ::.. !1~t-.' ~-,.;,:~;-"'..:r.:-. -· -~-. --· -~--~ 

·< Th~:: '!n_-~1-J_ :'lod1;:::r" t··_e a.rc lc~.l:L!'' £::·-.:- in. t!to y:.:::.r ~~03:1..! i_s··c· f.:tr· .. 
,l:t•J,~o cn~t_Cr.::t•:- ,;'\n~l ·rc'v.>'lu-~i<Jn\ry- quJ_;tion t:Hm .1~;..:1 c_c_ulJ .::v;:,r::1!n'(C 
iri~3LYJ.e~a :.~y :Q.:,..s-:.:r:;in';-_:tTHJ' n6Wos:: rlaV;,Jl,_,:~~-~~nts _.yf .:!.:\rXist-Hm:.•:m.~sn, 

_,,.Wi:.:,)·:~i_l~--r:J~tc!l u nc~1 stL•:~:: n.)t <Jill};_.iH th.•Hl;?~t· ' • .-ut- in ~ctivitv_,.-which 
c::1n 1'-':sult ~in · wt:mift~ t!;.'o noW ki."'\U · <--.£ ;.:..J:':'I:,-Jr ~~-ur. _Pors?,tJ:_ctivu_s 
~t.:l:..1anJ. •. 

--~ .. 
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Mi_<:tlcll-o:;: :Lr-5_:~w . .:_cl·Js· · ; ,. 
~ :·- } :- ~ :-; -

-So no ·:;.<notes'-- ··on·.;~- til o-: :1:~~4~ :0: so: ;~;i, -i 1 OSO~'h -i (; CO'!."TO S r,r_ql{iQTit: •): 

. "1)' o:. _:__d:-- P.rot:t .. !ifi\T.-E-CAFIThLISN: -A-i\0 :MAitXI~r.l-to Mi\~X·I:;i·l AM> Pi\.llEDO,_f 
;~ ~ -.-- ' 

-:fr:>:As:~we~··now::lJ.ropn.rc for --not!linu· less ·,than fl. Constitutional Conven-
;:t:.i:an· 'o£ .~bws•_ arid .·L-etters ·conuittoes-, .wc---a.l.·e sinultallcously projecting 

a· p:i'nrthl~et· on; .'our.·; ~'oFi~ins 11 · :·i.e ... ·-the·- brrth of _:both .:a. new· stago -~of 
productj.-on .:and:.o_f--·cOenition·, ·-ant! :of- a" new 'kind of-.organization,-, ~ws 
and Letters Coonittees, -in/out _of: the 1949-50 MinerS General Sti-ike 
aga.in'st. Autooation-.- lJith ~this'':vieW frot:l- 1983, it is i-lluoinB.titiC: to 
-ret_U~n~: :t_o~·study: the_ Ma:rxist-llus_anist. Archives for "the ·•_49- SO :period, 

. .-rt;:_ho-;ni~in· .iter: .of·_.whiC.b:··is-' t:he· ~hi-lo.sophic:: corTespondenco: bet~oen rRn.yn 
·~~-~.-~:~ .. f.e.~_s'k.nY!l--~ :CL.R-·Ja_oGs,'_:and, GraCe -L·ae··(Doggs)' .... _ :-- ·- ·-·~::.;;· __ ·._, .: _ 

- _. • r,; ('. ;· 1 .!; •; ; __; ;"1 ;_ 

·~:·.:·; -Rendine.- the··.:Coxl.·as'pondenco. _is: .like en.barkin·u- on-- ·a.n'~~::,dventure: :the 
·_ 1·etters _,are' pCro_c·ated' ;_t·dth~ .the.·exciteroent: o_f. a new wo-rld. opening, 

both in coenfii.On .-and in lif_e. T hei-e i·s· ·a: fiVe liiteicCuriounica.tion· :
batween th,c ages_, as RD_ first translates ·and _coumcnts ·an Lenin's Ab~ 
str·act 'ofr.Hogo·l• s ·Sci~nce o£: :LOgic·_, -and t_hen· the correspondence_ be
·cooes'_·a· :three-·cornered .discussion of Lenin,· philosophy. organi%at.ion, 
and :reVoluti.on·o· T-hC .:new gr·a·und· bc_ine_:brok8n ~is not for ·history.'s"' 

. ·s·nke 1
,...., "ThO-~thl:'e·e· are·_-looking· at the 'que·stions·· Lonin'.'fn.ced in:· hi's 

;btCak~-' his -G-~.~-a:t_·_Diy.ide·,- ·as pi.epa~_at~o-~ ::ror-.thoir own d'e-finitive 
break·,fToc T--rotskyiso,- their ·own·' new beginnings· as .an independent 
!ttarxist tenUency· with a nc,.,.- form of orgrini~ation. "~~; 

.· : :ny-J ari. ·1950, .n.o -had rotU.rneU 'from--."lfearing · Lonin think11 tct Marx. 
{Not zinsig:ni:fiCantly .• 'neither CLRJ· nor- GL·-accoopaniad her on this ' 

'j'oUrney.):.It_: i$ _ _-!l~r .l/14/50 ;letter. ·thn~ :cakes ·a._-.direct_.rola_t:ionship 
to the·. ongoing- 1tiin'crs· s·trike .-· *-* • hut .the·- ontiZ.Ei 7 cicii:-£e-s'pO!idonce can-
,n~t; bt'f:-·Ser>~areted.;-f~'otr. t_~at- objec_-~i:vc ·histor~c -~on text.-... -- · · 

. .. . ; ' ~ .-.. 
: T.he:r·e\i-s ·a•·w·ea.lth -of materi·al ~in th{) letters thD.t .requires several 

,ss-r-i·ous ·':Tcridfrir:·!> ;., :- ;l'lhat- I have· ··choSen to . present here {are some : 
':; thour!htsr'·otl -one· .di.::onsion. W_ithin· the -.corresponc.ience,: the, tr_ansforD.n

tion of "Stat.e-CaPitalism .and ·Mar.xi'SD.11 in-to -Marx!.sc·-and 'Freedoa. :·1 
ao thus -not discussing here the critical dimension_ of tho-divergences 
:nppoarinri':_in_ the- iJ.ohnsOn-Porest· T,cndency cin· that 1_49-50 period, 
though ·the·y 1_sta.nd .out--to us ·in 1983; as we ·see .CLll.J .wanting to con-_· 

_.f-ine<thO ·dlscussion :of .philosoph-y- :to "-the :dialectics ·.of ·the _pnrty.-"*-* 0 

; '.li~ . "-.. :; < '-' • - • • ; • 

•- ~· '·:' -In'"t:ri"c;ui'n·!! 'o.ls·o fOr us·_ today is·· thu ·:;disCuSsion oi llosa Luxonburg 
p_..;: no·t· only -regarding· Accumu!a~ion of ·Capital; •,but a-lso spontaneity 
n.nd_;organi·zation. ·This is a discussion 1that: was not included in M&Fi 

:1 t 11a.s· ~to. -be· ;O.noth-~-r 25 ycnrS :before ·a: ·new -historic vantage pOint-.,-.-
. · c·ompcl-lod .:.RD to_.' , return. to: Luxemburg once oor_e, to work out her leg ... 

acy ,·for.,'oui-:llgoo' , · 
• • 

Doth the Convention Call and tho Draft.Porspoctives Thesis sinelo 
outl'th" [.relationship butwCcn the 1949_-50 ·Minors. G'!Jnoral Striko nnd 
'L,; -, .'. 1 ,; :lf!'> - ,,_ · .r · 
•A·ll-three·. ~hot'let'e~.· er~-!"!.tJt ~ure.~!i!'!.C :.the~-~sl:!~ ~!!'n~l!.!~ion!., 
•*It• rbegin·s:- -"t-ty· dear Mnrx is always on _the ~pot. Yos. _ho ,was in tho 

very l3tcst ~Jno strike ••• 11 
. 

••*.Along" ~wi lR,'i!V.8ElPrologue to our 25·-yenr history and. RD 1 s· cOct, ;1'982 
'PPt ''Onltho Dnttle ·of Idans'' ~Csubti~lod ''Philosophic-Thooretic· 
Points· :a f .. uepart.ura n.s Political Tonr!encies Re.9pontLto tho Objoc-

. -:.tivn ;SitUation"-). -,1' loarnod much _fron .reviauinc RD's 1976 ·-essay 
"Rofloct:ions' on l'bt.os from n Diary: Lonint-s Philosophic tbtebooks 

· .. · nnd th" Stnte-Cnp~tnlist Tendency." 7838 



t:he ··t:rllnsform.ation of 'the bOok RD had be_en _!!orking .on, - 11Stat·e-Ca,.·iit
·atisn <anci -i'1o.rxi-srn, 11 • fnt:o ~11\at· bCCa:oe"'M3.r.xis.t~ .. an·u 'FrCe-l.loo. 'fndeed: in 
the _July 1956 ._Pe.rsiJC_ctivcs: K~port t_o t}le _fo_undinn :Convent·i_on-_iof ~~ews 
nnJ .' Le.tters _commi ttC·c·s, n·ay:a~ :Si..Id: ·: '!ifl titOueh·--i.hO :ide"O:S ---£0%-- th·i·S b~OOk 
had ti:een·--uc,-r·miiiliifii?,··rn· mY--·h-Cad--·ror CO:iii ·y·ea·rs· p_r10Z.-~t-O .. th·~- 1949-SO 
strike·,' -it ·:fi-rs t<t:ook ·· sha!'c -only--then .because ~i t-~was ·;the : actual±!con

:creta ··st.1t•e"-Of .the ·-clas-s_:struggle which·.gav.e .i.t ·.it-s 'form-~ •• -• .-1 .. 1-t.~-took 
De ·~ten•• years ~_of··direct ·work·:on M~.rxis'C.~ .theory ,be.fore.· :the-, min·e.rs 1: ·: 
strike.··o£.-·1950 illui':innt"e"d ,for ·me·:. tho fo.rra th-is .boOk· cust ,·take.; 11 

-· ,.-· ·r •. --• ·:c._ -'--:••·-·-.: ~·-,~: !;-; 

·_._tlb8t· 'eme-:~•nes _ .fX.om U -s·tudy ·of,' ~he Archi"te·s ·.is:·:·· (.J.l. that·-. ther-._tls;a:r• 
RD .. nnde· iin--tho ·period .'A9:SO.;i.s un_der:-.the=.:impact ·_o£ b.oth -the·· miners: 
st:.rike_-~and he.r--_study_:_of' Lenin.-, Hegel·,_ ana.:·_MaTx:· -·ctbe._·&ctivi t)r:!and--:t:he 
philosophic. probin~! are. in tert-wined-~·:_:-itl·uminatine~_ ea·ch. ,other::.:for.~·her; 
ancL (2)_ thitt.'despTte. the ."leap nadc- in tha't period,- it was nonetheless 
nOt :.unt.it· .. after~ her 19S3' breakthrough on t!Je·.-~final·.·-'three· syl-lOgiSms · 
~n :;-Hegel's Philosophy of J.tind that the struct:.ui-e of HQF becaQe what 
1.1: ·is today. · . - . · . . : · :- :' 1 : ~! ~ .. · ,·.., • 

·- - ...,. . :- •\ . .- ... · 
To_· appreci-ate the: transfa-r.m_a:ti·on .the boo.k :unde'rt·:cnt.;in-~.'49-50,-

.:one·: hiJ.:.S · .. to·_. first: :s:ee~ What. d t· was·, iil '-:Out 11.·0~~.--'beXOr.e- _then· •. Rnya-·,wrote 
the~ fii·st _drnft·,. :.enti-t·led nstnto-Car>italiSm nnd rtllrxism-,.11:- in,...,l9,47···> 

·r he ·A.rthi vas ~show· i t:s.- cone en trtition on an argument, with:·· other thc-or.:
eticians;;-_Tike t-farx'-s: .. l859 ·Critii)Ut!- o£ Political Economy, .l:t. was.-gan 
int:e·l-leetual·; ·that is; _,a ,rcr.tote work, a ·theoretica_l.:answer. 'to an-: .ac-
tual problem " (M&P: .p •. 87) • _-., 

~· '. ~1hcn· ~m·-Lcc:i.ns the philOso'!'hic ·cor-responclefice, .2/lH/49·.- se~din2 
CL!q~·;.fl.er ·tr.anslatd.on .. of;"ancl· ·comrnen~a.Ty -on. :_Lbnin.'st -toteS· on :)oin~(from 
11o·?:ol;' s· ·Sc-ience- ,of' J~opic,. it. is: c laar. ·.that:: ~lt'c\:.is with Lenin.,:.~·:i·n -his 
-11

5 tudy<-room,,"--.c.nd, li:k.e :hir.~, ·is. st·:c:;t ui' "h)".·:-the- dialectic-.- ,,_Jier;-~ ~ .. :· 
2/25/49 letter.,·.accompanying 'thG t'ran-sl.ation.:of .Lenin· ·on- .E.sscnce,;":~unds: 
"AltiaYs- it is: Connection, . relation; uediation. necessity, motion. 
unity of :o-~posi tes·~ brca.Y.:-up- of id-cnti ty • ·:·trtiilsit·i'-on and _·motion~-:" mo
tion "-and transi t:ion,- and ·that is- ·totality11 ;•-- a.nd .. ~hor. :3/12/. 49 ~let tor., -
accomtianying· ·Leni-n • s ~ Nltcs on l'-b1: ion~: ·tn.lphas:i'%es.-" L'enin .1·-s -~new ~srasp::of 
the ~·in~o~i.tllwt.~~J)~Aip ~ct~teen obj ecti ~o, :1nd -s·uhj'c"cti vo ::- -;:~-- ' 

__ .. _ ,-.. ., •.•• ;.--:·-~· ::·1.'~.!:!';_;· 

-'1 Lonin- bOl~inS with· t"llc .fact' .. that -.'The .. dia:J:octic ,_,.r road :.to ~coeni
ti-on_ of't.rUth· ·is tfrou livin:t obsei-v:!.tion.-to_ abstract thinking .a.rad ;;. 
from-·~this to pra-ctice• nnd.·.nOv'er·._lc_ts· go ·o'f .. this .for. a· si:ngle_. 'second." 
11 Lenin tfas looking for n·new Universal. lie found Hec:el's Idea. 3nd 
sald-··.·."'-.'-hic ·n.hodus·~- .Jlic snltn .. · A·nil even· then .Lenin· couldn 1.t·.!fashion 
h"is "·now univo·rsnl: ·revolution· to 3~ riun: :.mtil tho'ro -appear_ed the- so. ... 

, .:Viets,. '1917 .version.. -The·_;;I~eil_.:h~U.d ~h~io p"OSe·" the.· qu1l.stion .. :.c·orr.ectly.;; 
the ~~ussio.n rlo.s:sos suppliod.-the -11ractice; ·ancl ::.than·.-Lenin .arrived o.nd 
unified the t'wo !lnd· cal-lgd il t: Stn ta --antl 1\cvo•luti.on. ": , Ray a :etul_s~ ~tho 
letter: 11 I om dyinc: to get down to apply all ~hi's to ·two ;things:. 
(1) the 1\r.~ericun o·conot:Jy to which I hope to !tet to seriously this sum

- nter: (2) to Marx's Cnpi tal ••• " 
< ..: •• • 

In· RD·' s lfo·l!o\dna lOtters·,- -ono cnn tro.co ·tho chn.ptors .on ,(Jonin 
in H6F J,oin~ worto~ out,. whether thnt ~a on tho rolation5hip of--thQ 
din!i'Ctic t~ Lonl'.n!·:J. new ann-lysis of the ·coll-npso of "tn·o~·socOrii-l"iin
·tvrn·n t.ionnl ,- ,~f . iop.ori nl ism, ·of_, the .urgency. of_- s_olf-daterminntion ,.~ -or 

' . ' \ 

.•Substitute ·"ouno.ycvs!~ny·an ·~for 11 t-tarx 11 in_ the f'ollow'in~ ·Continuation 
of -th_o·:-ta-F'_quc:te: :. "A:s 'the_-prolo_to-rint begnn to .l!lOVO-- posit.l.'lely ·.to
words itSo\>th cr.~nncip'ation~--.~hoy il.Juminnt_cd nl-1 ·tho:·s~tidios .Merx 
htid undoi-"t.o.kan· in t.he previous ·period.· nnd cnvo ,n-ow· insights :-.into the 

- dovftlopr.lorrt_' O:f -~~:PV.i~n'l'i;st· pro,lu~tion • 11 -~ -~. 
; :· 



-on; tlfe-devt:~lo_,rr,ont. in Itis concept. am.! pract.ie:-e of'ot-eu.niz.at.loii- from 
1903_ th~ough 190S,_ to 1914, to Stnto and rlcvolution and the revOlu
tion~ itself· as. well as "~Jh'8.t happens after?H Tho heart iS:'the: manner 
in_ whiCh· Lenin.,.~, havine- st'udicd Hegel- :md seen self-dCvelop.Uent·,·as~- -the 
co:r_e of_ the _ _:· dialecti e• ·no\·!.:. sees in thri:".1Yl7·' reYolution ·how~ '·".the' masses 

. _sl).~w~.d;:· ~n; 1 i fe . the: HO~·l. of the · :ro 1 ationship _.het:ween_ concre_te' _and· ab--
s_.tra_ct •. _..bctwoen ideal and _renl 2 .t:he ir.tpulse·:;to self.;.tJOVeme·nt; the; un
·prec·cderited- initiatives. the i~dividUal- .fUll development-••• '-' (letter 
of., 7/2Q/49_: _and . .- not~ t~c._dai:o · -- be_causa:·the .. _miners stri_ke~ i;;- now· on.} 

· __ .. ~:"~~- i ~~ iS~;·,_ilft~r _-~hC_-' hilS_. e~_to1tsi ve ly ,' woTked :·out. t.he_se.~ conc(:~;s·; f~.:-_'[.·~~i~ 
ti;~~ -.-ItD·:·. r~_tU;"~S ~o f.l_a:t"X_ ..... So.: infu::-ad,. i$_~!,1.~- -wi ~h .rnc<:hod J- the._. die!e_ctic. _ .. 

·.:a_n~~~ ~-o~;~l;_~~ ;:;the_ c-ontemporary- cl~ass> battles·;·: that:: .. :1. t:: i_~ .. Pt:ec_is~ly:-~- that,, 
:. sinr.Je,. dialec_tic:. that~ she.< is-~- wOrking,: oUt.:; in MarX~-~ -;_What .. ; we ---are·_:-:- Witness·: 

_to j '-.'iii· th'ono'_: Iet~·tri•!i :~-·~is Ra.Ya··· restructuring hel'-' book,:, under the, im.pa-Ct 
_,,_o_f _-the -min.cr_s- bt-rik~ :against, Aut.o_mation __ .. · wii'i"Ch· she~ views-.· with:' the 
· ey-eS "'of·_ Lenin '-s· PhilosophiC. J.btehooks·.- .. .., ___ even_ aS.i she. di·sc_ove_rs h0\1 

Marx_ restructured_ Capl1:.a1, as recrcati_O·n o·£· thti 'di"B.lC_~~f"fC emergin·g· 
£r~m· tl:'e _workers ,_st:ruggles~ _of hi!.__ day. · 

Thuss··On Peb~ 15, 1950 Dunayevskaya leads a discussion on. her .pro
posed new form of the. book-in~_the-makinn; for the first- ·time a workers 
JZ, is presents tor:ethCr with CJ .. RJ and GL. *: RD pre-ifeitt~S'!","t.be· . .-tlfO~i\ew 

'' :·_vantn.ge;p9ints.- for the- book.- as tl)e~ Allleriean'·prol.etariB't: 4.,.dr.l.enin.ts 
Phi lo;;ophi'c~ ... l-btebool:.s, and .hczins .by s tatiriz: u ~.;. the strugr:~_e! of 
mi'!lers·_._a~d .. _new_. cont~nt: they: hav~.;t,._infus2d -tnto '·f.b. contrjlct • no \'iork t 
i:; --~wha:t. gave me-' imnulse. to, go. into ess en-tiat dialecticill-:deve lopment 

.. o_f,Marx:-.himself." · · .. "-
. . . ·-· ·:· •:: 

-:It· ;_is-_(at.· that. Oeeting.;that: H.O -11ro-scnts • for t.hoJ' first time·s: hor 
fully. iio-rkad out -1 tri\cing __ of P1nrx' s .restructuring._ of Capital (ma:terial 
that- wlll·bocomo.Chapters ·S i:md:.6.~~f.i·:&P~) !lc-.arc .. ·inca vet'y,_--vet:,Y:~ 
diff~r.Gnt.:.-wOr ld_, from tho_ 194 ?' out line -:_-cil'- tho: l:iook. -_And 'yet:·! •• , th_ere 
S'ti.ll:- remains _:·one _ "e lement 11 - fr_oc the presentS:tion··' that · ~~- , · 
comes kriv to the discussion ·itael£:. RD.has1_not yet~mad~- a 1 
c:ater;oryo£ t.fn:rx • s This clespi te 
the· fact that. :sho cogn lir.dtations 
of thinkinc:, oV'en the thi unless proletarian action 
propels for~ard'' (2/lS/SO): tho proof of this ·concept 
for_ ,1arx, for Lenin. ·and for hcrsOl • is as well already ·im-
plicitly TOcogriii-ne tho movement front practice as itself a foriilo£ 
theory, a~ sho singles out the minors quostlons in their general 
strike as a l)ro!ound challenge t.o tho division between mental and 
manual labor·. 

Yet \'lhon wo rend the 19:5Z drnft of tho hook in tho J\rchivos· (then 
boinr Tefcrrcd to as Htho Lonin book"), wo o.rc struck with whnt :;till 
rtJmnins to bo ,;orkod out on form. \1c confront a. Part One on Lenin 
and n Part Two on l·lnrx, rnthirthnn n book 3tructurcd on tho movement 
from prnctico .to ~hcory. •• 

•NOto- h._,ro a soquonen of dntes: Eleven dnys later, Fob. 26, 1950, 
was the spoclnl tri-5tnto mocting of tho SUP nnd dijcussion with 
RD on the oinoTs strike. 

•• Thnt. druft·- is. nonotholnss; intorastinu to us, with oyos of ~ 
!.uxomhurr .. Womttn's Liberation nnd f.lnrx's f'hiloso)h of nevolution. 
To ou~lin~ as u pro ntory noto en the ~ru uno Knut$-y s popular
ization of ~:nrx; Part Ono of ~ho book is untitled ''Orunnizntion 

·ccontinuud) 



--
- ··- ~ .,__ CI·elirtY-~ ~ the-:-···49~-_so .. ·-pe·ri'-O(.t-ilil.fii)reP~re,l; 1m for· her· 1953 phi 1.:.· 
'O~ophic·,_brenkthrough; _equally_ clcarly·~·-it··_was·,.not,until:•after·<· " . 
that·~ philosophic.' breakthrough on the" final·_ .three·· syllOgi_scis. Of He;.;._.; 
gel '.~s:: Philosophy -of·:.f.Und . that·-· she· could>work '·OUt: -the·:-fUll';rain_ifiC3..:.. 
tions of-.:the·-· •49-SO· poriod'.( ' '~·,. ,·: ' · ·;:;r._·;;:.:-

~!~;_:_~ · ·• , ,. · ~ -·· .: l '! · ;; •••·• • :r-· ,.._ · _''i _,.-,_.,_·, .~··l--~ 
· -_or-~ i rather.;, Cven' that::is:' not- quite .•acCurate: :--··. i t:'was ·Only_-: the"!"' 

breakup·· of the ·J Ohnson.:.Forcst T ondency that permi tt_ed _the dcv.alop-
. :mont:: Of:. st.at·e-~capi t_nlist·- theory ~.into: th6 /phi losOphy,:of' r;ril.rxiSt=.Hul!l

. ·~ , aniSm_~'-'lii t:h ·-i 'ts·_·:·otm Orfl;ani ZiitiOhal;·_·form';/'> :It·"_WaS at . the--'"first_:~cQri.;..;_.:t: 
-fcre'ncC ·of·~ Ne_W __ s:. and< Letters 1Conlrni tt6cs-;_~ .... April;_-_19_55, :,. that''b0th'-'t;he~!•: 

-~ dcCisi ma W!J.s.; cri.Tried: that-- the· ne11·; pub tiCati on,-:· Naws!.'&: Letters:,.-~ tofotild 
be)·eoi ted: by'' a~ !']:'Oduc;_t_~_on::,:1o.rke_r_·;-·. and. thnt, r;.:iya'"--_~as-' ass i f.ned :. ~J~_e .. ::tl..,-._ .. __ 
-~--~-~-~ -~-~f:~.c_~tllP_!~~-in.iL_tJ_~e:.book on· Ua:rxiSta, putllished ,:in:, 195 a:-'as Marxism 
and F'iCedom:_-;-,.-.::frOm '1776 uritil.-,Todny·• x' _.- ': -~ • ,._ " .. :·:).~;:::-~-!- _ ~--_, . -.·_ -··.· - •.·- - . . . . -' ''. . ': .. ; .. _ . ' 

- ~- ~'- . 
{continued),-. j~ 'o! 

a~d~Sporitaneiiy'';'P~rt·T~o is-titled ''Karl Marx•s·capital, 1843~1883.'' 
:lncluded··also in the· Archives· with•'the book draft.~ is_ .a letter·· 

· f:t'om RD t.O~·CLRJ-,· l/7/52' in·-,..-hich she Statris: " •• -.-it· was:·the·-con~-.: 
"cretei --·-Our-': organization .:..:. that -made -me think of~ the generB.l,_··form. 
It tJas in fact. tha,t 1-1hich made G rind me search for' MO.rx• s · CoricePtion 
of- party and pe:rmanent revolution .. • .• 11 

, __ . _ .•• 

· ~-And··-the Prefatory_ note comments as follows ·_on.:·the-::·rela1;ionsh~p .-., 
be_'t\'leen .a_c~_i vi t;v··.· and'·.thoory .. .;:-.,,.ant!: Ross Luxemburg:"_: •'-•• · it· is not•_: · 
the~: act.i_vi ty • as~: su~h' :-':W~ich::S timula tes 'theory • · ~-. • ·;!T-here ~is a:_-·'~: 

· -: dfale_ctlcal 1-e-lnticinship- l1etween! the·- 1'D.dVtinc'e-· in stud)r' :·and'_ the_·-_ . ! ;,. 

o.cttint··· Creation-_ a£ .-thQ new _socie~y -._by_-~the :'Ii'aassi!s ·l·!liit;h eScaped_; the:· 
theoi-ist·'of Spontnrleity~ Rosa:' Luxemburg."· . .:.; · ·' > ·~.-

' ·, - -- - . - . ., ' 
'. .: .. : -

, f ~- ) 

. -·' 
'- .;,-

. '" ; -
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Prom Azadkar~ Loa Angeles/Detroit 

PHILOSOPHY /oRGI\NI?'J\TIOn It~ LIGHT OF 
···,. • '. · ·.·:· .. , ··.REVOI>UTION J:N ·:rt>l\N· 

. '. ;· ·: ··. : ·' 

llEVOLUTIO~l liND COUNTER-. ,. -

.. _.,,,... ._ 'Th·a:t. the· ·au·estihn·· _of~·orga'rii~~~'ib"n· -Ck'il 'in!' P~~ed -~~~y i~:: < 

·re1~tfoti to:_re~olUtfon ___ hai:-CIY ·ne1eds·. ·etabOiil-tion·_-dilce·_ we ,ioo'k at the 
absoLute· hunian· -cri·s·is, 'br:ou9ht ab~:Jl.tt ·;;;;·thE!"' dege;neracY --0-f. :c~Pita~istU 
_today·~· .. :-.:,.fua-t;· 'n~adt( e·t2!.b0i:~·ti~·n··;;,;~:·_:a·nd·{by_ that--'~:-_ rre;~~~ -~·eriO~;J:- :tab~~: ..;_ 
·is' ~>~hz!·t· R_~ya_:.caited _ 11_t~e ·bu~ning __ q\ieS~_i6n ___ Of.'-i:~~-- _r.e_la~.i~_r.ts.hip_, pf_·_ -:.-
sPontiu1eity· tO· o_r9'ani·z_e_t.ion~:-~ ."" ·. {~Il-'1LKM.:_·l):ls4)'1-~--?r.P~.!:~ d~~fere_n~.ly 
and more· spa'Cif_icall.y ,-.. · the-~·re~8tionshiP ··C;f' a· P.arxi~~-;.H~pi_~t ~:r;g_aili
zat·ion: to,- ·aPOilta·n·eo~slY...:cre~teC Orcjarii::t£2!t1CulS·-. Ot···Jn~_sS .-m_oY~ni~i;tt·~·- 7.7 · 
What- M?-~rx ~ cal~.ed the -~~real" ~movement~~-· SucJl·· poSin{J, of_ the'. a,U~stion, 
:r thi'nk.., ,_.,ill bring uS ClOS'er·-tb an a·ctual-' revbiutiOn' Where the _ 
battle -:for··_a.-··neW hutnar1· socie·t:~~- iS ··fought· and· thus: pUts _in-.p~-~~pec·t
ive_:the·~sps·cificallY··M=irxist ... HUri1enls·t · c'Oriceptl·on: }?hi losophy; of 
"revolution in permanence".: aS ground for organizatiOn-~·· '· · 

furthel:niOrS-, afi Middle:...Ei!!ste:i:n .. revolueiOn~rieS t.;oho hcp~e, 
witnessea··one Of-· thS ·greateSt revolutions·:of·· OUr ·times·-~- .the 1:-~79 
J:rahian--Revolutiori-~- tX:.anDfortned _to SuCh a ·in0ilsti-6Sit~/-o'f·_-C6unte:i:~ · 
revol.ution·'-1-ithin- so·:·ShOrt-·a _peri~a-, ~.,e· are' cont::-Ontetd _with~-th~-·---~·.
chal-ten9e··--o£•measurin9' our- r4arxiSt~Huni8nist ~ devetOPin_e'rit- "'CJ~~~~t ·~h~ 
hi911~s~ P?~!lt~-~ ~(!hieved ··dtirifig': tile· reVotU_tiOn~- ·_in . Orde~-~-b? __ -s~~i:"i~~t __ _ 
klrid · ~f--~rgan~ -z~tion __ ,.;,e ·.can hU~ld··nO'.,~ ·'·a·s •11e _ar~ · _p~ePC!ril'_l9'. ~4z:sel~es 
fox- tha~·fub.ire etl"ge of-·thf.,"iii~ss upr~sing in __ xr·an. _ Nat:urally;·_ J; .. '. 
hope ~the ·relafioTtshil;)-·ot·' iitternati6na'tiBm __ to the ·r~nn-_of· Stich·_org8~i
z~tiofl',..,ould-"'atSO.t16•,o~'fiom-·itB .. c6ri.tent· .. ·; : .. · ~-· ... ;, ··. · ·_ · .,._ .. '. 

'I believe thi~ year of tlie ·Karl rr.arx 'ceittenary, whe'n' t>le 
are approaching the constitutional convention with a trilogy of 
revOluti:on-'"iri ha-nd reprc·s_anta· an Sppi-opriate _ti~e 'to bc!g_in~ thf.nking 
about··the'se aueSti·dnS." ·But ·first'.;ie ht-.ve to esl:::'· - '·' · 

~ .'-n . ..:_ :,_ ;· •. : -. • ·• r·. · ' · 
'-~ ... : ; . ' 

.· .. 

The spontaneous shores '"'ere the ove:r4lielming form Of masS 
or·gC'!n_iz8ti'o-ris' ·,11hiCh iriclu-ded ~.,orke'rS, -p_easants, soldiers_, '"'omen ~nd 
youth:_ .. ·in.:·tne £"a6tories· .~nd govArlunent ·offfc'e_s;·· i_ri hi9"h ·-s~Oools rind' 
urifv~rs·~~i(!~-, ~,irirl i~n the nelghDorhOodS ··ev·erYwhere·. _ThElse we~e t~e .. 
or9itne ··of'·salf-CO'nt!rOf·~o:t •tho rn~·sileS, ,.,hich stood Opposed to ~11 the 
militarY: 'ririd .

7 
r_.CiVi l'lah' inS'titut-J.ons· of the Sh•••h"a·- regime, ·and ~whiCh., 

to· 'Some··,uctent, later· oppo·s-ed ·Khcri\eini's instit'utionelizzition of. 
the ·.':rslami·c "Republic. ,·_They·'repre·santiad :the· power o·f pOople 'ltgAin-at 
that of• thB :·state. 1'-s ··1onq ·as the rl:lvotution wl!s-· ·continuing, these 
·or9enJ~z;:,tion8, develop.ed· in depth ·erid · nu!ttber ao r<""Pidl.y and heC:nme · 
so -ma .. ssive' that it: ··was ·unp.recedantOd in llnvona·• ~ me-riiory.- " 
-Eve~, 'econorn!.C rl~m~nd :be·eBme PQli'-t:i·c!)! arid culminotef:! in the_ singl_a 
call:'· ;;$he.h muat'-'g0!'1 ·_..;:arid he left 'e'Von bafo-ra the FGbrue·ry ins1ir
re_c:tlon' thf'li:- t'opPlerl ·m<3riy ·of the othto instituti.onB, ell of ""hicfl' 
KhomCini ';hid BS_~a·rg,.rt hed hoped __ tO ncaPtUre" 'intl!!ct'. n,u~nt:"9-~n 'er.i~d! 
' 1'"'e-l)rnYea_·for:r:,'in'~2ll·nd .. got-e~s.t'orn\!•' -- '·.·· ·' · .. _ 
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'For as long as the revolutiori ·was ongoing, both before and 
after the overthrow, t,te experience~ euch a. freedom that it was un
rne"a_~ur,?tbJ-e .by:_,. a)·ty:. bo~rgeois _ yarclsti_c"t.: a~ -_,._tha _.fee ling _of: roC~ ss coOper
,.a:ti_on a_ri_~- ~c:mie·r:a:de!rS~_e .. ·pre:vai teO.:- -;in !Jfarch., 1o1hen· I<homeini: firs_t·.-be
g_an_~te_s~_ihg _-ti:he. ~ateis_ t:;O_:·,lauOCh. .. hiS coUnter'::'"revolut·iori, .. .:o-.Jom~n-·'.a_ .. ;· _ 

_ -ti~Be.r~t)_op.i~s~~\ ·po_Urea: in_~~-,the. st-re-ets~ ·hy._._t-he thous:ands. t~-o;_£end .. 
the_ .rey_()_l,~t.io!a. ~_nd _d_~_nia-~d _.£ieecJom .. _ ;. This •11as: soon fo,lJ_owed- hj. __ the . 
. ~!-:~~i.ru~~-_-of.·_·t~e :_unemPlOYed Workers; ··by· thC K-Urds. thrcJ,,.,ing_/oU:t--· Kho:-. -

. me_;~i-' _a:_•B,~,;t_~ga·i;i0n'~-, _aOd -dem8_il?i.'ng· autonorny1 ·- by ,·thS_,_Studerlts,· ,-.even
t:t(os~_-· i_n_· .. tJ:12-;:_ eJelneritary_· aCho.0_1.s .... ~ ,..,antin-9< to_ diSCuss_" di_ff~_~e!lt~ p~l.i_-_ 
tic~ l _ _-_-_id~01,cfgie_~ __ ip' ·theil:: ~i~ Sse_s ;- --. a~d. bY: p_eas8-nt~- .. ~~-·s-ome~, of·. whom -
had le~t the1r,_;viJ.;b)g9s. to Corne .to the· universi·ties ___ ,-v-here,-they :: 
~C?\lld. heal< thec.Pol.itical .. discusSiona, <:·Jhile-.others in.Gonbad-· (o~
tha R~s~:t~n_ h?rd~r} ~.b9gan_ an armed Uprising against:-Kho~eims.-;nre-· 
volutionary guardSn·.,. 

. . Seeing._such a·· reVolutionary ·r.'io9rch,- the n'e~ ru1ers shoo)-c. 
F\S-they avno:ited_.the,c\X.rival of "a_Leninn a;,_d his, 1'April..Theses'!_ -
,_.,.1?-~ch ·never._materiaii~~d.. Even in May, w~ich becjan. ttTith,_.a-.-_ci~mop.- __ · 
stration_..qf_. 59().: thouse.nd, ~,orkers -demanding j~~s- and .,.,orkers ~ control.,. 
~yer}rone ~·T.:!:-t cert.a_in that there ... Could ,he an october Rev01ut~c::>n,.- as-, 
th:9_.~ori!=radiCtiOils Were reaching :a :decisiVe _.turning __ .. point. J:t: ~1as, 
?~~Y _dt.u:i~g.,t1le, __ tnont~s of June,:_July,and August,. a~ter: Kho~ei.~i·.be
ca!D~. ~~rt~:i~·~t~at· the:Left h~O-n~ _in~klpel1dent .. ba~ner to.:u~fur;t; .. ~nd 

, t;}?.e:t __ ne. c~uld, ra,~.lv. t:hem .rJrouild_ hiR "c;Jnti-:"imperial:ism~;.,_ ;t~at '~e, 
SuCceeded -in turning the tide a_gainSt:._the r8votutio~ .. and caul~ pro-:-· 

- ceed to commit all the atroCities -thE'lt have "transformed Iran to 
one. b~9 prj.s<?n" fer .. the m~sses_ ... 

. "" ... : . . - -- ' 

_. -. -. The cru.eetion tha-t arises not.,-is this: r-ntat happened to 
that ~·One Percent of ._MarX.ists','· ··~hom .B-az~rg~n sO feared? ~The ... con~_ 
fusion of the Left, a·nd its taileniting of -Khomeini's "anti-imper
ialism" folto-iing the hostage ·crisis,. notwithstanding,. ~>~hat about 
those of us •·1ho had, so to· sneak,. a "co'rrect ;:;~nF!iysis"? r .. et us 
begin ,,,ith the. positive: . . · . . 

_ - . _ · our. elementary axpo_sure to r~anriS_t-Humani_s~ 
•.,ras ?. di:!:ect reRult of .tha'· .. ~.mP•"lct the iOeas of Ne•'la & Letters :had 
on us in f~ce of the "objective eve'nts 'at the very: begi~ni_ng .of .the 
Iranian .Revo_tution. :tt ·meant greeting that _ravo~utio~ 1)•-'lith .,the 
transl.~tion and p_ubtic-~ti.on of 1·1arx 1 s .l.R44 Economic-Phi 1.oeophic ·: · · 
1-1C"'.nuscripts ... ("Alienated Labor"- and_ ·~Pr.ivate Property and c_omrnunism'') 
._,hich spelled cut "naw HUI\t.."!inism" as r\gr!i.nst .lJoth 1;>rivate property_ 
anr'l"vulgar communism",. as ,_.,ell. .as the _J-1~nrioman relntionship_· :-
2) -~ith the_.-transl~t~.on and _pubJ.icotion, l.n several thousand .copies, 
of Ch'apter IV .. _of Marxism and- Freedom, .which illulT!inated the--diffe-,:.
rence bet,.,een- the att:i.tudes of MC~r.x and. Las Sat te .toward, _the' • .,orkers,. 
tha- -tatter _seeing· thom ·as- .. mob" ;snd as '~ignorAnt~· -ntasses '.;ho noeded 
him, Lasse~l.lf'l, as "-the head 11 for their emanci.pation,. .. _and of course 
l:!l••?aya ._•-ll':i th _ tl~~ _"S_tatc_' .-; aid 11 1 ~nr1 3) 1 . .,ith the 't;r~na1.c_.tion of 
Raya ounayevs'ltava'a ,..,arch 1979 Political":"''?hitoeophic Latter eD-



3 

tit1:~a, ~·unfo~~c::~ent,,o_f and ._C.<?ntradic.tions in· the :Iranian Revolution.•\·· 
whi;ch_,_ ~on the __ one_._- hand, .. ~pe11_e._~ .. ou~ trnlny. ·~~pectres ':'··-haunting-_ I<ho~ 
m'ei~J:i' s -:r_S;g_~~e_,. -such -.as. __ . tpe- ~'<~C?men· · l U=!e~ationists t,.r~ho .. ~ried. to-_ open 
up ,~t:h~ .. secorid_ Chapter of, the ._revotution~_,:and on;-the .othe~: hand,_. 
warnec3_ against·, tlle_·.,grave. contradictions __ that resul..ted .,from the Left • s 
t<'lil~_rldin9 9£_ ~}:iome_irii.~S ·".Snt_( ..... irnpe;riat"ismn _ana their.· fail-ure to. ae-
ve?-op-- a .. phi_~osop~y of. revOlution •. - . _-';'' 

_-- -- . 
-- - ;' .. 

n'es:f:d.t_e _ these---C0n_tril)_ut5.ons •.oJhich ~surelv .!•1e_nt· ,peyond -any_
nar·row:.-vi.Ct~ _Of Na_rXlsn!;_ the,:m-a.:i_or ,()bs-tacle pre"ve"ittln~ .. ·US ~r~m pUt~
titlg ·the t?ll(i_o~_OP)}Y..-.silt'o_ ~_a_C.tion· ~..ras: ~Ur l.ac-k· of CorU:pl:eherisiOn :~f.· 
the' relatioriSbi'P. btitween· Pliilosc.Pny ~and oig_anization,: !)articutarly _ 
as~it 'has: -no·"!·been e:xp~e.~sed.1n_.c;h<":~pter-:·X'-X of Ros~ .. r~uxembui:g, o:•7omen•s· 
LilJeration end ,Parx·•-s-. :r?hilosoph;i .of. ~evo1 utlon,--. '-'The:-_-Phi losop'hQr _of 
P~rmanent . Revo1.u_t~on.·. ("r~ates -Grout)d··. for Organizatio~·· ". 

I 'I.. 1-¢1\ RX:tST-HlrMAN:ISJo1 Is 
1.979 . ..:1983 

' - ..•. 

B=K?:'HROUGII ON· PHILOSOPHY /QRG1\NI!1'J\TION' · 

!'ie have .. come a long bl'av since the rrt=:~nian Revolution o£ 
1979. '·Te have-'become oppressive1.y'a,.,a're that '-lhrlt .seeme_O .-to be· the 
ev~ of the greatest revolutiorl since 1917, what ,..,as ail· OUtStciitdiriij, 
pci'4erfu1. .and suStai-ned, mass mobili?.:atjon £or -months, culminatinc] iri 
a general· ·st..ri'ke .. o~-f: oii _Workers--wh.ic·ri_ precCeded the three-day in
surrection- 0£ .Feb_. ··9- ·_:'1;2, .. _1.9.'?9 -with al.l. i..ts- -sPontaneous organiza-: 
ti.'ons. -- has fin~11.y been,·defeatet.l _n-t~ the·. hands of a counter.-revolu
tion. th~t :.;"as ,vir_tual1y ·~bul.lt· -tn-i:o" "the :re'-•ol.ution from the begin-
ning.· · " · · ·~ · 

--1 -,-· T·fujte _ev.ervone i.n the o~tJosi~i~~ _-to I~homeini. ''accap.ted''. 
this defeat -as_ their· ground, -~e fe).t :that_ it. was _high .time ~o raise 

.a. ne~"' banner of phi.losophy .of revolution on :the l?asie,,._of the high
points_~ ·nchi.eve·d. in theory.,. and in pra.ct{ce, durin9': -the: course o_f._--that 
revot.Ution.- I_n. __ illuminating, tne·~·rela~t;:ionshlp of. -philo~ophy- tO or-_ 
g~ni':.l:ution, :t t becOtnea· ri6Ces_sary ·.tO_ -taX:e. a .c:J:oser-, l.ook at .the :nev~:t
opment of. t-'~rxjst-Rumanism and the .proCess of~ the com-pt~tion, o£ .. , 
'r{L•·rt.K'"· in l htht of the revolution and._counter-rBvolution in :rran. 

Let 'lrlo begi.n 'by :-:e:ferring- everyone· -to ._.the .nrnft Perspect
.tivea o:f .1979-RO in ·the ·July 1.979· issue.:of ~* -particulflrly-·.·P~rt.-:IJ;J: 
on "Org7tn-izational- Conclusions." It -begins by stating; ''.Let ·us· . 
. ta'ke one -more 1oo"k· 11t the Ir~nian :R.I3i'Vo·tutionr-· this time _as· it relates 
to our 'orge.ni.7ation ... · •• " ·1\:.=ter .-sho,·dng .the counter-revolution1l,ry 
process through '"7hi"ch' all t:h.c ·spont:.~neous-- forms. of_ -mass organi?.:~tion 
wara ra~l::;c::r1 b;• t'he: re-ern~rq~ncf'! of the -old ·organizations. _Of;. the 
capital ·lst clliss ao that the masses werl! .~t:.he very ones···'"-'..,0·_-nOw had 
no --orgenizt>tt.ion, it: concludeO: •" It . :tO -.high t.i.rne._.· •• that 14c recognii:O 
ourse1ves ·not ::just· ;:,a-.:~.- tendency. hut· as an· 'organizatj.on_ 11 .~ And .. it 
t.~as at thl!:t convent:i.on t.hot -a doedlJ nt! f"'as set for fini_shinq the net4 
book.· : ·· · 

.. --~ 
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. · -~--- '.rli.eri· ··"foT1o•ie·a ·a1Yrth~ ·mitn\f··Tettt3rs· r:lri~ -·disbU.s"BfOils .·O'ri th'e 
oroce·Ss and···"c11~::ulge-3 -·j ri ·::ehe ··a-ctua·l-~stru.Ct\ire ·Of ·the· hoo1t'; _ t:irS't'.: 
it o:-.;as -·to-~corisi"st- o£·g :ctlal-5-b!·r·s~'" thEiii···the:re Were·'·lo--cnBp:e,iri;'rn.t ·_-, __ _ 
tWC) Parts~:· 'then ·'a' si.rigfe· -_-~_hapter ·t;"··gr~,.;,,'intci- a '-.ihOfE!_ rle;;,:pa·rt ,_.6n 
r-Tomen I 'er Lihera tid~~-~ :,an._r:t ~fina-l, y ;·- ·.;hen :-~eve_cyone· rtnoU9h~~ theft"- the~·~. 

·· l)oo"k_ was CompJ.l!te;· a whole~_:neW·"chatlter-x:I:c·~as· ~ridOei,.-~s-·th·e:_liJ.,ast'--' 
. T¥:Citings of ~"arx \)oint a Trail-to_ the 't9P.os~-~~ -,_~hiCh.'··poSerf ·no~'or...::
gan~zation but the _need. for "J:"cVoi.Uf:ion in- pfn:manerice~' as_ th8 "ab...;. 
solUte·· cb'S!J.enge·-=to ·csU.r"'"t!·ge·. "_.-~,.-·Here',; ~-b'O~:;(;we·r;· ·r··woirit tO -·concentrate 
ori_.:_.the· breakthrbUgh'_;cn ._:thS --q...iea·t1on· ::or -_organ:tZatron·, · :·o·ai:-ticut·arry ~· 
j_n_ -r~ratKonshi~ · ~o .the -·Crfti'rrue 'Oi: the ·GOtha' 1 l'roC£r"c!!riirite.~-::_~~-. -"-:' · .-.,·.' 

• ,. • • • ;_ ... -·: • '_.-, c 

·_:-:l:n her .Dear Frlends tett~r-:of·_o-eri_:.---1:6:, -,980;·_-dRaV~,- ;ai'a::· 
11 !: · -~e l t that'· -tlie··. C'ha_pt"er_ ~ Qp.: __ qigc~.fJ\;ipa_1:_1oti-:.i·n·~.P.ait~;-:r_·~ O_f __ ;' tlu~·;bOpR .~~:s;· 
ittsUfficierit .'' ,,._rt-{a t~·y·· ·-mean·· i's !.th:at•-:t-lie ;·re·latioriShi'P" :-of·--:spoflt"aheitY 
to orqanization, r.,.hen it is "<~ithin the .framework of her· -(-RoSa Luxem
burg' G) "dril)ate '~li tli Leniii;--- W6ul.d i!Ot: .·rea,_ l·i aris~..fe:r- 'the~_: DU:iriiriij" 
I'Jtlestion of Onr day •. '.t'hat could only be .,_.;~rked out if.",,f£i··re·t:Urned 
to Marx.and especi~l.ly ifwe_returne~l _on_the.qround_,that has never 
been co·n·sfderea ·i=tn· · "or'ga'ni'zatiOn· document." :.__ .. -tiie .-critit-Tue of ,the 

·GOtha Proqrainnie.. ·. '• · ~ ·•··· ~-, 
. -~ : ~ .. . , 

·t-.rG: 't.-:-nol-V tliat when'- J.'Je~rY. ~..iiotec th.i~s grea-test --,.d-stor"iC ·if a cu.;... 
merit l.n .. 187"- '1.t ·• ... <3S 'mc~e;.tl.y ca_,·,_-ery: ,·nr.ta):g-;:4nat NOtes"' "to'oth."e Urifty 
P.rOgrrimme _o:F.·'L"a·saa1.1;eans ·.,nd Elseri'ac'l:iiSt:s.- ~rid was:·se-rit· _ori1.·_y·to ·a 

::-few tl~r-tV leaners.:· -:it· never becani.(!~_ pUblic .-uni:il. '1.~ .'Vears' later~-.: 
t.7hen> in: 1891-, __ Enge-lS' :insistC~i·tl'l.at.~Ma-·r-.A"'s· c:ii"tiCrue'-·be-.publi.Shed·; .· 
in response ·to the Ei-furt Program of tt,e German·, Socia, -nc!rnocracy: · 
Even then it ,.,.as publisbed hv Kautsltv as '1 EI contrihution to the' 
diScussion"· and_ aftii!l: 'Encje·1.·s· had ·••ael:ete·d· ancl--alt:el:-eii -eVerything 
vOu "arid~ Dif.!t"z 'haVe ·objected to •. ;.:'" fEngeTs--~to· Ka:rl -Kautsq,: "Feb·. 23·, 
1"891.) • ·ir't ~-took ;~hoth.er -2F -ve'ars/·"OrF the e-\fe··-of· the ., 917~:ttev01ution, 

. b9foie ·Lerifri· retUrne"d to -the. Cr"itirrile "'t·c; mcike··--H::. -a-n0'-_::a-4arx:r-·s~- civil-. 
'•7cir· ln r.or~nce· 'tne basis-. ·'for bl.s 'Str!te-' anAd. TteVotu"t"iorf: But ·e~ 
Lenin ·se:•_., 5'n it· 'On,~v··-~·the Coilnection he tween :t'he· develbpnient''of' -·· ·: 
comm:uni.Sm" and "the : • ..;i_thering· ·a·.-rny Of' th'e' stnte.; II •. (State ·and :~evotu..: 

_ticiri". cb·. -V)'"an·a ·not·a ·grOuno··fc-r·,~'J-te-·'"Party;n· ,.,, ·--·-··-· 

···" It ':iS -essenti.a1· to remem'ber··-tlie 'l::t'ucial nature: of the 
year -:1875_.;- 't...-hei-1: J'1arx. t.Tr!s -s1:1~:in~ tiP three· decades Of. tlii:!Ore"t:icat "and 
prac~ical· deve'loninonts. "It:'··•-ros· i.n this··vear ·tliat 1--~'nrX· ·cb!nplet'ed 

--thc·-~ditjng o-f ·the -"French edition of- canita1' •N'here·-ne adtleli a ·new .. 
paragia-ph ·that_ gives another f.)roof 'of his ?:thtici"Dation· of imperia·t:... 
i'·5'm." -=·1.375: :i.s"also the -Vaa'r "thnt--'Ha:rx ·r-sprOducea· his-· lB~fl AildresR". :· 
on· Pe:tm~nent' re1.'ro1.ution ·as -nn' c3-ppendbr~·to- th~ Revelations· Concerning 
the Coir.m.uniat- rrriAts··i..n cOlot:Jne;.··- tt'his nOt .On1.y sbCY4a Narx· 'bothi·as·
r-on org~n-:f?.:at:lon man,~· from ·hi.B lA.-1.!='..:11.? 'Iriternationa1- Carreshondence 
Conmiittee~i'_ to· ·the· '..!ommuniFl:t··r ... ea·g-ile· ann ·Inte·rnation~·_, ,.·torlt-_tnqmen-• s __ . 
1\ssociatiorh· ,nn ·as·;!;! Phil~sofl,le

4

r· of oertnanent· revolution-, '"ho"lived 
through the revolutions of 18.1.8-49 and tl-te Paris Commune of' 1.8.71.~ 

'but :1 t-. alSo becomes n ne•.,r onening· for -,.,a6r to retUrn to· the" studv 
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of. ~~nat _·he -had .ca~.le-:1 .,'!Jl.siatic .r.tode of. Proc:luc,tion"_: in project,ing 
stt "ll --ne~~e~ forces· arid ·l?ath.S to ~e~l.utj.o~~ ira technol ~gical·l_y · 
b~~:ickward ·lands.. All thase illumtnBtl.ons· ~"ere hrought about iri the 

· i-i-ocesS -~of .~~~mP;.l?-t t9n ·.of ·dtL~·1LW'f;. ·which -,·led ··to riot!hing_,- s)lort,:of-: a 
r~arxiet-rturitariist_. brec31tthrough. ton-_ph5._1._oSoohv 8nd org-aniZation-.·-": 
·. , . . - . ·at·;-·_;:;·.- .-.~-~r-'''.-';:·~ Ar< •--::~ · ·' 

Tt ~.,-as_ .-at thiS_ tlnle', '-'lheri /tl-te _-Expanded REf\- of J~n. 3, 
--~_1.'9_8~,_ Raya---:uriderlinerl. the·-~ ~ord·;"oPenirtg'~_ ... :in referen~o~cto· .. ,.-1-arx-' s ;-· 

ne•4' :_cpnti-ri_ant.· of'·- thou9ht, ttiab-"-:r·-.-wrote _:·:a_-letter~·to:·~aya _ • t6t;discuss 
· ~- -:~~e· posSihili ty Of ·beginri'ing·_-the -ptibl~iCatiOn ·or a joUrn2Sl:·whiCh be~--

.c:am~ · Enqhetab va A~an (E &.' A) -- Revolution ·and· Liberation. ~aya_~~.-. 

. a-n~,oo~er~d by,·s-;;tyi.nq:- ~-"ae-qitl,-. just,-l)e9-in_, :-firmly, and :flexi,ly!.'! ,. Tile 
fi.rst issue- of E&A -caine off the press on ·1/lay nay. 1.981. • 

. ·,,; .".l 

· ·• · 7:Ay point is--thcit iUst ·as 'the ·Irl'lnian;·'REwol.~tion .-hed:mani-
feeted the urqen·cy of '·"or).:'_~ng out tbe retationship1 between' philo
eophy ·and organization for Ne•.Ts and Letters Conunittees, so our be
girinings as ~ ~arxjst-Rumanist tendency in the iranian Revolution, 

·too,--· had ·an c5rganizationa:·l·mani;f~S-ta;tiort~· '·- · .-~ ·· ::-

III.-' THE ·TASK- 'T'HA.'t' RE1i1\IN$ '1'0 BE DONE 

Today,. :-i"n .thi·s 1.983, the <!::'ente.nary year of 'Karl l·1a~, we_ 
not on1.y _h?.ye_ the new h-ook,: '~Jut- a trilogy of revolutic:::m in our banns 
wh.i_ch SpeJ.ls .out the mo'\:ement from practice eitd movement. from theory 
reaChing a ,..,hQl_e Phi1o_so.Ph~l -- i~e. a-vision o'f total- liber_ation. 
-t~e -alsO have"had the-_eY.Perience of puhl1shing E&A.- for more than:: 
t,.,~_ yearS. Tl">e_ grOwing_ response that •..-e are_ nOt-r receiving from th.e 
re~ders, partico.Jlarly from inrli'!:Penn'ent "-'arxist intel 1 ectuals and 
from ,.,omen- l.iherati.oniSts, i.s nroof that· r.-f~rx:i.st-Humanism. as '"e 
e7'6ress' arid conreti?.e it, _is an ;_nteqra1 'Part of J:he preparation 
for an actual re,rol..ution in Xran. 

However, des-pi.te th.:ts _tremendous response we are receiving 
~from many individua1 s throughout Europe, canada and the U.S., this 
has not resulted in _any organiz<:'tional ·growth. Clear_1y, we ara 
faceif with a contradfction. So much so that •<~e are uneb1e even to 
fulfi:u the much-needed ilialogue t:hat i.s rer.rui.redwith our readers. 
~rthermore, ~.;hen this dialogue is oossihle, it· is 1imited to the 
ideas and not the orga~i.?.atl.on whi.ch ett"horlies thosf! Jdeas. I 
believe that jn confrontlng such a contraOiction,. ·we m•Jst clarify 
ourselves theoretj_catly 2nd pr;,:cticll11y in re1;,ti.onship to Phil.oso
nhy' Organizat:i.on, for ,_.,hjcb those words _nre but a mero h~glnning .. 

Thue, I propose some prel inti nary practicnl sugc;estions: 
l- An Essay Article on the P-1arxist-<::turr.anist concept o'f organization 

in E & A··. 

2- 1\ monthly De?.lr ~ri.e~rJe -Lettf3r cOmDOBerl o£ ~n 'lflalys:ia of t'tte 
cur::-ent cbj~cti'"."'e ~itu!!:tion. ~n.r! crft:!.~.:c of d:f.ffc::-cnt tcndc::cic:; 
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, . .,as ·>t-efte·ctea "in :joufnat's ~.and' PU'ol~ Ca_tiOtl~! ·~·tO 'Ee.,· ... s·e·nt.;-'eO ·<"E·&..~ ~·-.' 
re·.iaers~~'<'<~J··~,-- ':~·---::···;,· :':\": ,~-~ ·-·-· ._,.,~ ,.,_,,..y.,.·::. .. ·-~;i---··:'-: ,_, 

•.Y.{~'- N!·:· .• ·;-'1!·,---o~r ;_;--: .. -~~-v-_.-:.·-.....·, ; · '"'.;:": ~- '~': __ ,1 · !-- ;.t~ ;;·:-- ~:.:---'~- ~.r •.f-·-:i·,.~.,..·(:·.~;,.:-..'. 

3-:-··:~Jh~:;~ .. ~--~-ssU~~:~~>-·;·e~uliirr·~.,eeKtv;~:<l?~:bJ.iC··me·ei1{ln9S-"·o£:-Ailjuman;.;.E;_' 
· ·AZi!t!3.i! {tli~~n.ame:·of .tlie.'~E&A -~Orqa·niz.at"ion}/··,...,ith<s_Pe·ciaf;·iriVH:a·:.-

- tiona to th.e· subsCribers in··.-.the area. · -·· 

•Oc<,as.i~o:na L;l>"'"-'1"'- nieeti!'l9"_!;>._!~(~~h.~.re ':1.1ee"kty ineetinqs:--·are 'n:Ot ,?C)S'~
-t:o,:l:oe-: c:al, lced -·to-_~,:~ is~Uss -':E&A·. ·a rticl"e s i:"cfriri ·l ot'!'ier~:Publ i.di-= ~;::·: 

::~~--~-,~.,.,., '" ~-· .·;':; -:~·:t-·_~:~:;(;·•'·'···:~·: 

.,.; 

to ::~~arbv cities :wher~_ ;E&A'';;.ubscribers· are ··lot:'8ted~ 
" . -'' - ,. -:..! ;· ~·>: ·- :_1::;:-·: ; ' 

r,..;. A· -tl:ip to Europe· tO establish_ organizational relationshi.P •-.dth 
i:~~ ~·-~:O~r.r·"CorresT.-OndentA ,; ·"oarticu1.ar1.V the ·independerit··'"7ornen • s. Gi:'ouP 

~~fi'n';_,.:;.est·~~Getn~'anv·~·::· '.' :' . ··· · -,, ·' ~-, .. :·'-:f·-1· 

. .::_;;.•:;;• . _.,. ·. r· .. 

I 1m. sure that a_fter·.the Conventi.ori.· tom.•o~il:1: a-11 rhaVe·-.... ~ 
manv creativE! 'ideas On the much-ne~rtCn J?hi losophiclorganizational. 
·fo l.~owtllrOugh. 

l\ug. · l2, 19fl3, l\7.1\DIG\ll 
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PHILOSOPHY. AS GROUilD FOR URGA:IIZATION liND OUR TASKS m CIIICAGO 
· · by David Park: 

tlOTE: .}he .. followfng.fs the" text of my lea"d off. discussion on the.July-]2 REB '" . 
. llfriut"es. wh"fcli sur.Illarizea 11ichaeT,'s or0imization report. .This· presentatfi:m was 
. made at _a ;Chica~ci :Local r-leetfhg .on August 1, .1983; _The discussion .is in _three 

.. partS_:_ ·T;)te·ws ·and' leiters· _CoiiYllitiee_s 1982-83; II ~Jhat Does _It :ie'an ·.ro Say~· 
Phflosiiphy As.' Ground· For ·or[ianization; III HOI< Do .lie Project Our." Philosophy of 

. Ol"gariizati~n? i. · · · ·' · · .. · · . · . . ' . 

I NEliS AllO·lETrERS COi·rr·liTr~ES", ,-9tl2-83 .: . 
. ---- " .. ~' '. ·-~ . . -. . ··- ' ··- '•, . ·. -

:.·/ ,---~y ~~n-l-ti'Cha'Ci'•_S'--rc~·a'rj:)1e ~'cori~~.iUdetf the section cin ·our- past year bY s.aii.hg: "Our 
Orga~iia--t:Jon .• was .att<il;jpting to· :dcf~-~!')E!.thing. this Ypar in grounding_'_organization ·in 

· _philosoph.Y_.,~f __ :~V014~.l,O.n_ th~~ 'ti~s ~~v~r. ~een·:don~ o.c:for.e; no~ ~by-~~~yon~;:·-~ ::The,~-:. 
per_spective~ .coming .out·:.of. last.·year's Convention were· written .upon 'the_ completion 

,-.. ~T_:a-new· tf.a'jo'f:Wo'fk-:tn i'iarxiSt~Huril_arJ'iSm~"-RUtt:+KH..: t!e_stressed _1n: last .Year's P•h·~
... spectives that H: was tlie ·to.talftY. o·f ,i!arx 's. ~<orks ,and the entire _hi:story'of" .".. . , 

1larxfst;!iumariisl1"i:as developed ·in three :l>iioks :no.t ·~ne .(>~hat was _later _termed a . : 
"trflo!li "of ·r-evolution} that ·r,as .the ground' f6r the .new book and for ttie "intensifi
cation of our a'ctiVity in all 'of the "freedom •iovements l<hether thift be··;n'·women's' 
1 ibet•ation, th~ Bl!IC~,diw.ension, Youth, Labor. or Latino. !lot only did we not sep
arate theory from practice,· Out we began a- prOcess of challenging post Harx tiarxf
sts ~<ith ·the contriuut.ions of Harxist-liumanism as we oraanhed RD's national tour 
arod iri·,·the.process ·.took .indiVidual r-esponsibility_ for 'tiie 'challeng<! 'we.·wi!re making. 
And 'while we did,take.iridividual·responsibilfty a's.-:llichael descr.ilies·in'his report 
both for tliat challenge· ~tid, iii tlie process for cur. own self devt\loplllCitt, the course 
of the .. year ·demonstrated for me the truth of 11arx 's insight in the '1344 .Ess)lys: ' 

. . 

' ' ~ -~ . '. - .. ·' ·-. ' . . "' '" ' - ' 

· -~~~~t,enever i am active Sci-entifi'~ally, etc. fm9age;d ":fn· aCtivity_. 
·which I myself can pursue alone. \iithout ·any direc~ associ~tion· 
~<ith others,_.! act socially nevertheless because I am active 
as a m·an: -·Hot only.the-_m:tl.'~rial 'of;my aCtivity .is _gi.~Cri.'to me 

. as a so~ial product ... -as -}S_~~he case:._even with la·nguage·fn:'A-hich 
the thinker is active--Jut'rr,y own existence .is social activity 

:.'inasohuch aswhat.I make fo~nysel'f,l make"also for.~n'ci"sciciety' 
· a".d 'with"tlie consci_ou~ness of-myself as a social being;" · . 

. ' . . . .. -- '' . . _·' ' ' 1 ' '- _. ; "1.' ·.-' ~ - ' .• -- ·: - ' - • ' ' • -_ • 
. As .the past year wen~ by we,gajned ri!\W insigi\ts. from the very .proces~ .. _ilf our acti
vities and study-~whether.tloat,meant.the oppertunity to listen.to the·voices of.: 
freedoril ·in Gilatemala:~:and Pr~~~Ce a. new pamphl'et· which opened: up_:even further· opp-: 
ortunities ,far' development, or wtiether i.t was" ~he ni!l< interactions .. in pr.epat:~tiop 
for the tour,and""dul"ing the;tollr .. its.elf; or how.all. 'of our activi"ties .. 'ls' an .organ
ization opened up 'new insights .fnto:the histo.ry. 9f our."own. organization. thus con
cretizing philosophy even furtlier; or how" this individual work both sfJapcd and ~<as 
shaped by,our own .leadership .which in turned infonoed our individual work even 
further. For exall)ple,· even before the new book 1-(as:off the press, ~<e _recejvsd a 
lette1•from our .1lational Chai~:~V<imar.. (October 5, "On the Battle of Ideas',') 1<hich 
further" grounded .the mi<~ ~ook_ in Hegel's dialectic, related this ,to our: own organ
izational· beg1nnings . in cur: break with Johnson ism~. reviewed 'the· coiotjnual. additio
ns to 'the new book even as it· is being printed and adding yet on_e more paragraph. 
The point was and is that the philosophy we project n•ust be· continually concre
tized in __ all _of our work._ · 

: ,1:hen at the meeting fn January of the Expanded NEU,· our' perspectives ••ere f~r
tlier :~ Uuminated by RD's report "iiarxist-Humani sm 1963: The SUIIlllation, That is A 
New Beginning, Subjectively and Objectively." The report began by stating 'that 
the ~J,ere and n01v" demands • deeper probing into the creative mind of ~tarx. It 
Went~ cil.,tO __ ii iwnin~te. tiat"x !s. matfiod . .of .groundin9. organization in philOsophy as a 
Swm'.aticin that is 'a !lew Ucgirining and an ·answer to the' question "How To Degin 
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An·e\':? 11 .That.:Sun:nation.,continued and= continues- to be.;concretiz.ed- thro_!..!f!h all of_ our 
activities .. ·.Our.work·in all the Freedommovemcnts,_the preparation for Raya•s Tour_, 
the Tour itself, ,the international trips have_ all contributed. Alrea<(y we_ have -
two .neW p~mphlet~::comi:ng· Off. -:the press,_ a net1. Faf-si 'edi_tion~Jii.tli .. a·n 'iri,tfoductirin · 
by Raha .. to .the'·Afro· /\sian Revolutions pamphlet, --and ·a··ne\'1 edition·:of JlmeriCan. 
Civilizati(m _bn Trial with ali enti-rely n•1i seCtion_ that'' snows' the' todayru!ss af·_l:larx 
for ,th~ _bla~k :Hberatio~)>trumjle •. -O~r o~<ri _wor,k :1n _Chi.cago- ha_s _ope~ed up """- :rela
tionshlps w1th label' through' the \;ark at ·Agar, and ••ith youth-expec1al1y thr:ough 
our \•lark at UIC both in stu<(y groups and Central America, and with the'lation dime
nsion through our Central American-\rork !}eneraJ.ly. Our.'l{ork .pn _.the national _tOUt:' 
has also opened ·up'new relationships not limited to •Chicago and nas led to our 
desjgnation_ as, Sub~Center. All of .this can contr,ibute further to .the_ question of 
hoi<. to_ :begin ,anew; ' It:,also. shows ,hoti oiJr'own. irite'mal 'p·~actice as 'an organizatjon 
of rtarxi_!:t-1-!umaniS:ts :does :not ·.sep(lratc~ individUal- from·_collective;-.theory ''from:··· 
prac~ice:. 'Jih.ilosophy_of' revolution. from prepal'at.ton tor;actuar ·revo.luti9f•; phEos
·ophy froni organization: Yet I believe that on ·this 'last·relatfonship-"philosophy/ 
organizati_on~.~"e _a-re_.stil_l in-need.of much 'ful'ther-,underitanding :and· concretizati_on. 
Indeed 'this' ·;s, central, to :our Constitutional Convention •. : -so;: want til share with 
you the -,state of iny_ oi•n·understanding of ••hat _it means tO saY Philosqptiy- as Ground 
For Organization--as a focus for our own-delitierations''on this crucial relationship. "' - . - ' -· - ' -: ;. . . . , ' " . - ' . 

II lillt.T DOES IT !lEAN TO SAY, "PiiiLOSOPHY AS 'GROUIID FOR ORGIIriiZJiTION?" .. •, . ' .. '. . . ,. .. .. ' - ' .. - ,_ . - ~ 

. <~.,I Wa·nt· ·to begiri·fhe·:di'sc_USSfon Hith .riarx'S OWn JeVE!lcipment.:~particul_a'f.l·y cls 
manifestelfin the-1875 -Critifue of the :Gotha Proyram;' Got~a P~og':'am came after / 
.LaSalle's death and >~as ,an e tort .to unlfy_laSal e 1s _followers w1t~ f:larxists. -
i>1arx .. had- re·spected LaSalle for- his_· corrmftmeiit to ·.t~evol uti on ··and 'for_ His _rOle_ in:~. 
igniting the Gerinan IJorkers movement. As tlarx put it 'in a 'letter to SchWeitzer' 
(who )ater became the leader of the, very party Harx criticized. in Gotha) written 
in 1868' - - · · ·· · · · '· · · · · , 

''After a 15 year·slunitier, l.aSalle'~eowaV.ened the 'workers '.OOvement in 
·. Gerir.an.Y...:~atid·thiS~remains h1s'immortal~·sei-vice: 11 

' .. . ' - ' ' . - - . ' . - ' ' . 
Yet,:at'i:tle_s-~me time,' 1-iarx totally'opposed LaSalle onpliilosophy and all of its 
ramifiCations;' He :opposed .him. in life 'ari~ after .his death narx fought with his 
followers; He often became so furious with LaSalle that henot only denounced 
him publ ically but also. privately in letters to. LaSalle himself--to the point that 
Marx adinitted'to Erigels.that he.had,been''~rude as hell." Cut what was·behiiJd.such 
pas•ion? In tlie same'letter to Scl11-1eit2er he explains that'LaSalle permitted him
self. to be "<!orninated 'too much b,ythe 'ilrrnediate cil•cumstances 'of the time." He , 
had_developed'the same 'theme a number of years ear1ier·i.iv1B65 iri,-a 'letter'to.KuC 

- gelman·where'-he: accused LaSalle of being a "realpolitiRer" similarcto many bcur-. 
gecis·poHticiims of liis day~ And in doing so H~rx said·, . . . , 

" •• :he shook ha~ifs with Bisll'.arck-inttie interest of the proletadat; Those 
'gcnt,lernen (bourgeois politicians) had greater justification than LaSalle · 
insofar as ttie bourgeois fs accustomed _to regard the'.interest imru!diately 
before his nose as real fty, and as in fact this class has 'generally 'achieved 
a compromise everywhere, everi with feudalism,.while in-the nature' of thin~s 
the wor~ing class must be sincerely revolutionary. 

P.nd 1n being a real pol itikcr ~s- Hur~ called him,- LaSalle failed~ta loOk -tO.-the · .. 
high points.of mass a'.:tivity. f:e falled to see r.1asses in motion as Reason and 
instead saw theory (his theory) divorced from practice. In the l,ctter to' Sch>~eit-
zel' llarx said: -

1 ike every flian_ whO ma·1ntai_ns. that he· has in his pocket· a· panacea· for ·the 
sufferings of man king, he gave' his agitation a religious and sectarian 
clraractet·. He fell into the same errot· as Prolldhon, and instead of looking 



amQiig the ~aCtuisl ~eleffielltS of the class IT'.OVetilent for the real b-i!sis -of his 
. a_gJt.ati_ono.- he, tried _to ascrib~ .. its_. coUrse to these elements according, .. to a 

-· .. cer~a_in :~ogmatJ~- --~~cipe. ,_. · ··· 

.i don'l;have time to.go throi1gh the Critique_point by point: I thir\k if; is· 
- important to study the Critique along r~ith both Sur.mation as ·r:e~< Beginning and 

Ghapter XI of RUil+KB where the Critique 'is disc!Jssed. · But I·, do >tant._tO bring. 
out· a few. points •. Aarx objected very strongly .to the phrase in the GothaProg.-am 
that, relative to the working class "all other 'classes are only one reactionary' 
~as_;;.'\. H~-<;:alled. this .nonsenSe_.point1n9 qut that -~ar1ous_ class forces couJd -:~e 
revolutionary at .particular times arid particularly singl ing·out peasant"' 'And ·it 
•1as- Marx's philosophy that led him to lay out." very different prinCiple of · ' . 
looking to masses in, motion. Simil;irly he opposes.the Progrnm's·'emphasis on dis~ 
tl'ibution ·Of the "in'oceeds" of 1 abor .on the basis of equal right: :fie points --out". 
this can be-.twisted by triose who_ are champiOris of "the ::exiSting:~state; ·;. In::thtf: -- - -
Gennan state of that time he notes that equal right 1s bourgeois. The _standard for 
equality is.la~o_r;. · · · · · · · · •·· 

~·Eiut.one.mari is supe~ior to another ptUrsically or mentally and so supplies 
· ._more labor in the same time or·can work 'for a longer time.~. This equal· right 

1s unequal rl~ht for unequal labor.;·.Right can never be higher than 
. the economic stru~ture of society." · · ' · ·· ' · 

Here i~i'"X 1s ·developing the need for the total dcstr.Jct1on o·f the state-'an'd tO/go 
beyond''.'eoonomics',', to totally new human _relationships. He spells this out as an 
elimination of.the division between mental.and manual labor. He also. states: 
"after. the; productive forces have also._ increased with the all round development of 
the individuaL •• only then can the narrow: horizon of bourgeois right be crossed 
in its entirety and society inscri~e on it's. banners: From .. each according to his 
ability to each according to his needs!'' lie' develops the point further in his att
nck on the statement of the Gotha Program that "The •JOrkinp class strives for _its 
emancipation first of all within the fralritiWorli of the present day national state." 
lie calls this the "narrowest national standpcirit." ·· · 

I think_ what Is crucial about reading the critique is •1hat Raya develops both 
In Rllll+l((:!_ and i.n "Sunfltatfon as ~eu Beginning." She singles out the_ Critique as 
one01"Tour ''N<r.., Noments" In liarx during his last dccade,--and as part of Hnrx's 
own Sunmation as Ne1·1 De£inning. She explains the term morr.ent as follows: · 

A.-~•mornent11 speaking in term:; of Hegal1an-t!arx1an. dialectics, 1s not a 
moment --in .time unless it is an h'istor·tc· niilmur,t,· _a new stage fn ·htstory. 
a ne>1 factor of development, a new sta9e in the self-detennination of 
ldei\s and in the. self develormJCnt of the individu~l reach1nn Univet•sality., •• 
ii"o•ont is time only when and if"" define tink! os flarx did--as "space for 
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hum~:i'l.d'e:ve··loP~nt~~~ 1\ new r:-roment,: the·re·fare·., ·is- on·e_·-~·t{at _emerges' -a·~:ter a 
lengthy period of nlabor, patience., seriousness and ·sufferiri-!1 11.· of.the··n·egatfve. 

Harx )<a~:lookiri~ ooj;h at.ihe 31J yea.:S o: n1asses :1n ~tiori. since_ ,Hl4•f and ~this . 
own_ tfteoretic!!l develo-pment and _practicln!J sun:mation as· a nru.,r beginning; And w~at 
he, was sayin9 .. is that. to·,, .an ·or!JariizatioiCto: be 9~oun.d<id .iri the unity of ttieory. · · 
and. practiee.expiesse<Las. revel uti on .JrJ. P<innanence:O-if can 't:make·. <1' priri'ciple 'out 

. of .. the ·appea~ance· of imnediate .. necessity btit .must' prorriote· a conf1nu11us 'revolution to 
the ~p_oirit_ 'i'lh2h! J~· .Cari Cross ·.tne:. 11n~·rro\'l_ ·horizmi ·of bourgeois· r~9ht. ~~ _.- HoW 'this >: 

. contfl<sts.with: toclay~s 'stalinists.'who .read'the' .Crititiue and us'e it to justify the 
idea·cthat you h~ve ~(l go''thro.ugh a· Stage of .soci.a11sin ~efore yOU i:im get'to. C,Oill11.; 
unisrnl __ : ~ha_t fs_.the _-very ·thirgf·1arx ~\';as_ so dead .set· agipnst ·in-_ t~e ·Critiq!.i_e·Jtselfa 

· ·. ·u~f'oi-1;u,\ateiY'I~ni~; hiins~lf; ~~ile ~. p~inci P.le of the app~:rance of i~df~te 
necessityjn 1902 wlien .. he wrote Hhat.!s·To Be Done? .He''look'ed.at the state of·.· 
oppression.Jn Russia.and.at the )ack.of moyement·in'the workfngclass·and. concluded 
~hat ".: •. the'i-mrking •class, exclu~1veli by its. own.e!fril;'t, is abl.e,·to ·develop ··only 
·era de union consciousness~'! He· then went- on· to devetop the theory :of the Vanguard 
Party . .,hich .had the .very impact liarx .so feared about the Gotha .Program in his 1ett

.er toBracke--that it would become a landr.lark.l:iy \thich"the whole'woHd.measures the 
Party.ll'.ovement." Neverinind the fact that. Lenfn made contradictory· statements later 
--at one, Point~:·sta'ting_ '.that the .-_~1Hot~i~g. ClaSs ~s Sponta'ne'ou~_ly so~Jal_ democra~i.C, 11 

and hfs.slogan:.in .1.917 "All.Powerto the SovieJ;s."· The.landmark·remains.to haunt 
us ·to this day., r.s.: RLHL+KH: sq clearly develops; Lenin diu· undergo a phi).osphic 
reorgan1zation,,at:ter .the collars'! of ,!;he Second ·Intern~tional w~ich allowed him ·to 
see .Revolutivn<trY subjects.· ·That ·reoroanization brought him to the faroous.slogan 
"All Power .to:j:he. Sovtets l ",'and informed the 1-rritir.g of his greatest· works~~ from 
State.and Revolution to',b:(s~theses.on'the national and coloiiiiil question, ·Yet'he 
r.cver .. develop~d the integrality of ritiilosop!iy.and organization. ·.-· · · · · " 

> • • • ' _, ' - ·' •• -' •• -' - '·' - " - - • • •• : - • - ·- •• ' ' 

li~t'we a~e now 'at 'a polnt where'i.e must ·go beyond simply· opposing Vanguardisrn 
in its superficial characteristic of its centralized fonn. The roovemerit from : 
practice over the past 30 year~ provides a stinging renounciation of Vanguardisrn. 
But we, ·as f·iarx'ist~llurnarlisJ;s:·rnust also work. out ·what we are for.·' And the place 
to start;., in rn:/iliew; iswith'the rea)ization that the orioins of Vang!ra'rdism lies 
in the sep'arirtion between philosophY and org·aniziltion which LaSalle certainly was 
guilty of but which all post-!larx f.larxists make.· Look at· RD's statement in Sur::ma
.tion, As ,i;!e.r Gegfnninp. · 

. In''each· decade; the. boo·k. moveil. beyond~· the •:au courant'.'~-that is to· say; it 
·anticipated .the future in. the present, .onceth~ movement frompractice· · 

emerged as a fonn' of theory. itself •. Thus the new ip r:arxisrn and Freedom was 
not·just' state~capitalism 'but l1arxist-Humanism •. In" a: word,.1t. delved further 
Into what was n•w and developed it ·theoretically to the point of philosophy. 
It ls. high tin~ for us:' to. project_' that, just· that. Un.tll we do so, .the 
elitistis will have it over us by sticking to the Party towering over philos
ophy because supposedly action is not "ithin')lhilosophy's. province which' 
thereby entitles one to "leadership" over the masses:. · · 

.So., ~today, as w:e· root Our-s~lves more._ deep1y 1n all the· free-dorn moVemen-ts ~a 
we need to be ever conscious of looking to masses in motion as Reason--as a fonn of 
theory, and look for the high points in, each struggle, meeting them with theory ,to 
bring them to a point of ph1losophy. · · · · 

T_O ~imply -focus our attention On "form .. _is to make the Silme_,errors as .Rosa 
Luxemburg who, despite her sensitivity to' the creativity of spontane1,ty; was oblo 
to praise LaSalle over flurx on organization and sti.ck wlth her o~'ll ·organization 
wiifch she had labled o "stlnl<fng cot·pse." To concretize the point f.ilrtHer let us 
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turn ·to :f"iike-~s_ development _in his.organizit.tion report where he_ states-:that the 
question 'is ·not simply centralization vs. decentralization.· In RL\IL+Kll Ray a" · 
illuminates· the_ greatness of the women's liberation movement uf today• in its 
initial challenge to the left.· And because' it came from within the- left it·' went 
beyond sfmply seeing women's oppression as an attribute'of·capitalism·but· posed hm< 
deep_ and-total an-uprooting -is-needed. Part--of the forrn of.this·challenge went to 
organization, whether that was aparti:!arismo in Portugal, or autonomy/decentral i~ 
zation in the u.s. Out as the book ShO\iS, this WdS not' just a- question. of organ
izational fonn. Raya argues that the demand for decentralization·-_involves t\,'0 
pivotal questions of the day-- · · 

- · ... -. . -- . . 
. 'First;- the total-ity ·and depth of the necessary uprooting of this,. 
·'exploitative_.,- sexist·- racist.society. Second;:ttie dual rhythin·of: 
·re_volution~- not ·just the:·overthrow- of. the old;:: Put_ the :creatiOn. of 
the·new; not·just'the· reorganizationcof the. objective· material· · 
foundations but .the· release of-· subjective personal freedom. creativity 

'and-talents .. In a:word·; there must- be such apnreciatio_n of·the-movement 
from·below; from practice, that we never again let-theory ana practice 
9Ct separated. That'is~the cornerstone. . . ' ' 

But-taken aut of this philosophical context, the form of decentralization is mean
ingless and in fact .can become a fetter on the ve~y philosophical principl_es that 
were at its origins: In fact, at last yearts convention. lauri from the Bay Area 
Corrrnittee, talked about hOI< decentralization had' become .twisted in the anti-nuke 
mov_ement to mean··that-·-everyone does \\!hat" they.· want to do, \lhich·_ hampered· the deve• 
lopment of the move;r.ent itself. 'And li: is· this separation of philosophy and or- · · 
ganization that··allows a .Sheila RoWbotham: to reduce a women's liberation· movement· 
·a~ it_ raises thoSe··two pivotal questions -quoted· abOVe-, to an or9anizii1g.-idea whe_re 
women, ,rather then being seen--as· revolutionary subjects are viet.'led as the object -of 
an _·effo.rt_,to _or9anize the;n ·into the vanguard·· party. · 

_-· Or--li::t rr.e take one r.~rc- e>:amr.Je .. · In my neighb~rhoOd of. Pilsen~~ .ther~ exists 
an adult eduction program called Institute del Progresso Latino which is based ·on 
the ideas of Paulo ~reire. Some _of you know of Freire's work. liis teaching'method 
is touti.liz~ "facilitators" to· get people- to talk about the problems they face · 
in their O\,n· 1 ives and use cthis as a basis -for teaching literacy, history ·and ·other 
subject"' Tr.e• idea has all the· appearance of recognizing the students as subjects 
and Freire states this in his· book.·. He sees his pedagogy as liberating in· that· 
the oppressed set the terms for their 1 iberation. At the school the students are 
supposed to actually run the school. It is decentralization par excel lance~· Yet· 
Freire's book: -sees-> his ideas separate theory from practice. His· theories ·are .an 
eclectic hodge-podge of_f·iarx, i-1ao,.Lenfn, and Sartre 'to name a few. They-are not. 
grounded in a movement from practice. The--students- are subjects as·-ind1vidu81s· -
but not as masses in motion. The organizational form of his schools is not 9rounded 
in philosophy but is instead a paralled development that raises form -decentrali
zation-in iao1ation from human development. The decentralized form separatedfrom 
philosphy leaves it vulnerable to Stalinists, who have infiltrated the school by 
placing party people in the role of facilitators and pitting school administration 
officials and students against each other fo>' the sake of t.-ying to take the school 
over as a party organ. Thus Freire's idea of the-individual human subject is being 
turned.into its opposite (if the entire school doesn't go down the tubes). The 
d111ema posed here reminds me of RD's obser.vation about the women's liberation 
movement in RUIL+IG'I. · · · · · 

Let us ralize that we are confronted with two seemingly opposite 
facts--that the individuality of each woman liberotion1st is a 
microcosm of the t1hole, and yet, that the movement is not a sum 
Of so many "iridivid,uals tmt masses·--lu mot1on. (p 83) 

It is Fr•eire's failure to see this 11hich leads to an elevation of form over philcs-
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ophy. _and whic!i in, turn .leaves his· non-e! itist :school _vulnerable_ to the ,designs 
of the·.vanguardists·.· Isn't ·this·an·example of what. RD was talking about;when·stie 
said that until .we can •project philosophy as gouod for organization ·~.the.-elitists: 
will have it.all·over us-by stick·ing.tothe.Party twering over philosophY because 
supposedly .action ·is not' within philosophy's ·Province 1·1hich: thereby. cnti ties one. · 
to .'leadership' over the masses.". Hut.this then raises the question wh:lch•is the. 
subject of_ the third, and final part of_:_thi•;. presentation:.c.:, , '· ., ··:-

.,_ 

lihat I have to say here. is just the barest of beginning- of a discussion •. r 
-must say that l: have often:felt a lot·.of discouragement on-this· question. , The 

separation of:philosophy, and organizat1on_ is .not just the: pro_vjnce. of S:talinists 
but- virtuclly all~· forms. o:f organization._·. _:In :our Ceotr:al Ameri_can _ work.::we.-.-fac_e ,._ 
coalitions formed ·on; the basis'. of a :philosophy :that. excludes\ masses 'as Reasor. and 
this ·applies as.much· to· the Freedom organizations themselves; like OSGua and Casa El 
Salvador as it. does to the- Stalinists that,are vying for control of:all.coalitlons. 
But ~<e have. faced a similar:problem in our work· in the Anti-Nuke f,lovement this 
year •. Lasalle lives in CAllP! And in some··groups decentralization has been e.levated 
to the status of a universal. In Pi1sen, the Stalinists move to take over or 
wreck every· genuine_. people.• s movement., ·And those working* DO /\gar mus.t" deal. w_ith · · 
the meat: cutters union. . · 

I think that the place to start is \<fth News, and Letters itself •. Our per-. , 
·Spective· o.f grounding organization· in philosophy .. js a new moment in f.larxist-Human
ism- in the. same,sense -that Harx's· 11_Critique of .the Gotha- Protu"am11 -:repr~sented a.: 
new.moment· in f:larx's flarxism. fiike. develops this in his report· whe.n he states that 
the January:T meeting and the Uationa,l Chairwoman's Report "Sunmation as fie>~ Be- . 

-.ginning~' marked the--first:- time in-.100 years-of-f-1arxism and 30 years· ot:.t4arxi_5t~ 
Humanism that we becalf.c historically· and, phflosop.hically conscious· of ."Critique of 
the Gotha Program11 as ground for organization. And \'le were able to see this only 
w;th- the perspective·, of_all of. t.lar><' s work and 30 years of our own development 
and .the .. development of masses in,motion as Reason •in the three. books. He points out 
this. is Why. we ar.e having a Cons.titutional Convention<and this was< the. ground for 

·the ·National Tour•· And·so we-rnust,.continue· the. process of Summation as flew. nee 
·ginn in~ dght into o"r m..n ·convention. so that we .can better understand "How to Begin 
Anew?"·· The new openings that our ~<ark· (described in, Part. 1 of my present.ati,on) . 
have given us are openings, both; to challenge ro.st·.Narx ~larxists on the question of 
organization. and the '!)round for a new .kind of:member. Thus the emphasis on our 
own 30 years of. contributions are not jus.t h.istorical facts. but the kind of under
standing of how the movement from practice as a.·form· of theory has. b~en met wi,th. 
a movement cfrom theory for 30 years: and with thet understandin~ ,we·.can. further., ::, 
dcvelop,'this cr•itical moment :fn iiarxist-Humanism.· · · 

, I . . . , .. ,. . . 
· ... It is <important to notP.·in th·fs: regard the point Raya makes .about .he" . · 
>larxism and Freedom went beyond mere opposition to state capitalism to .develop' an 
orig1nal· category of .the movement from practice· as a form of: theory--delvin~ fur
ther,. into what is .now and. developing it theoretically to the point of ph1lusopny • 

. Unat happened after the- publication of llarxism and Freedom is equally impor1:ant • 
. ·There .were a·.series .o'f pamphlets that developed~ToOJ(i"ven ·further: ,'\fro Asian 
Revolutions in 1S59; llorkers ilattlc Automation, 1960; Freedom ~iders ~peak For 
Themselves,.1961 ;·the artide.s in Af~ica Toda?' on the African .Trip in 1962; 1\meric
an Civii1za.t1on On Trial 1953; The Free ~peecn rtovement and the i~egro Revo-lution; 
He Speak in flany Voices, Notes on !!1_ 1969. The point is that not o11e of the three 
books was ever, completed as. a book but continue.d to be developed through our own 
activity as an or.ganization., That is why. it is so exciting that before the presses 
have even cooled down from :the publ i.cation of RLI'll+l<li three parnphlets are heating 

·that press· up again: a nclt~ now expanded edition of Atth-r a pamphlc·t on the 1949-50 
f.liners Gene•·al Strike; a pe.mphlet on· the E.U. and their relationship to today' s 
third W9rld revolut!ons. ··Thus we.are proTcCfing philosophy as ground f.or organiza-
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tion through the development of this ne\·1 moment in ~:arxist-Hurnan1sm. The pamph
lets both sho": the type of organization lte are and reach out to ever lie\·! audiences. 

Secondly, I want to return to tho question of intervention. !!hat I believe 
is crucial is to get b~yond first negativity~ and to avoid treating organizational 
form as a fixed particular and criticizing movements from that perspective.~ Rather 
>~e .need to be so deepiy rooted in all Freedom activities that we can pick out what. 
is new--the high points--in the developn1ent of masses in motion as Reason. "'Even,.if 
that activity is rapidly being corrupted by party leaders to say nothing of.the 
capitalists, we whould set our sights on what is~ new. in the same way ~that.Harx 
looked at the Paris Colimunei the Civil Uar in the U.S. and the struggle fcr:the 8 
hr day. Our-_Central Ame~ican .\>;~O~I-c" is a good illustration.- · 

It does no· good :whatsoever to criticize groups 1 ike CIS PES on their own· ground. 
ilor should we fall into the trap of folding our work into that organizational 
framework. Hhat \'le can do is what fiarx advised Bracke--to agree to tinite on contron 
action wh11e never bargaining over principles. At th~ _same tfroo _we cannot ~e_ con
tinuously criticizing what the freedom fighters in tlicaragua, El Salvador, and Gua
temala are doina in the hoat of battle. \/hat we can do is to strive to be so firm
ly rooted in-these moveli'.ents'that \ie can ·listen to the voices froin ·below and ·pi_ck 
out what is· r.e~1 and meet that With· theory.. ~-!ith that emphasis we don't fall. into 
the elitist trap of groups like the Soarts nor do we become tail endir.g ,Third 
Worldists. !Jut if we can grasp fiarx's philosophy of revolution in pennanence as 
our ground and keep our eyes and ears focused on niassess _in motion- as- Reason, and 
project that to those \<e work with, we at·e establishing a critical relationship 
to· the fE'eedom rr.ove!l".ents and projeCting Harxist-Humanism. It was very instructive 
to me to look at the difference betlfeen 1<hat we excerpted from the transcript I 
made, of Domingo Iztoy•s speech and compare it to what the Pacific Uews _Service 
excerpt.ed .from the same transcript. In t.he latter case_ you would think fhat. 
Guatemalans do nothing but get killed! The fact that we as an organization were. 
able to produce the pamphlet we did, provides us •Jith a concre<e projection of the 
integrality of. theory/practice; philosophy/revolution; philosophy/organization. 

Thirdly, Chicago is a real center of intellectual activity--much of it ~pretty 
bad. The work of Hews & letters during the past year in intervention at jntellec
tual gatherings was an important way we projected llarxist-Humanism. The papers 
Terry and I did at the Third l/orld Conference and. the participation of most of the 
local in lit sales and discussions at that conference was an important forum for us. 
Terry's work at the llomen's Stcdies Conference with other H&l women was likewise 
of importance. He might consider extending that perspective in the coming year and 
systematically keeping track of such activity in our area and maintaining a presence 
there. 

Finally, our participation in the paper is an essential element--both wt•fting 
and distribution. lie discussed this in the paper report so I won't. elaborate fur
ther except to say that we could each think of ways to expand that p~rticipation, 

' 
In conclusion, working out this new moment in r.arxist-Humanisn• involves both 

OUI' own organizational developrnent as ;;ews and letters Comnittees and our work with 
those outside of New and letters. lie should not separate the two. Both the devel
opment l)f our 30 years as i•iarxist-llumanists and our speciflc work in the coming 
year vJith the Freedom movements are crucial to working out philosophy: as ground 
for organization, for revolution and for illuminating the question of what happens 
after. 
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,_of :l:.he .v0ry· .. c_onc9·:_rt,:--oi" 8.- :;.,JiiiosO:"?liv of~ -revOlution'_"ns. 8.', .· -, . 
.' .. to-~C:ali_t~r·*·"·f_.,--.:: ... -,-.:· _,. ,-- ._:: .. :~·---· .. ·' . .-:,., _ _-_._ ·· ._..'-_· ;· ._. '-·· . .-· ._:~'---~--.· :· '· 
-~Blt~.~:w:e. :~~f: eV·_~n_.:o.06;J_er-- ::\tlto."."'i.U.x6j!l 1-JU~.~-.1 -ri·:n.·t.t:~~udo __ ·tqUar_n-: .. . ,·: 

_··/1-~A.l'}( , __ ,_ihere ._ .. rhe ... a.t±.Q-:anT.S. :t_O . summnrizo h;i:S contfi butiori in, 
:·_.- ".S+.f'.~nE>~tiol? .. ~~nd;::rZ.oi-il:-S'S_S._.iil H~rxi.sm .. 11 :~_§t?-~ ~urite's ~h?-~ · ·-
. ~~arx' s'-:,tl'let~!qdolo{;Y ,. ~~-~r-.E!'~ t_J.-:,~. ,·tral}s_c __ anC.~, _ _. the .ne_eds_ c:t: . the. 
uorl::inoz- clnss, 11 . ao_ a ~JJ.~actical: 1-.rcn")on :\nc1..,,_c:o,uld ,.,be,:c1Ut.- ;tp . 
-,full uS~ :,onl:.' .in. a. soq.j.ali.~:t society.~· .,;~q _:dOubt_ -.tlti,.S~ il+_l.l-:. 
mine. tea: :.~ol~e .. ,about ._!-!r:-.r.xis_m than·, Lu~elltburi< j.ntonded· t'or. -i:tB.: 

.. rJoints--to_--how_ n_9. ;iari:ist can·.:evor, '7r_aS:n _t:'~.o cor:i-:lreh8ilsiv9~::. 
il_ess. :of-_ the,. _c(i~l;;Ct~.a ·uhen· 1 t: _':i.a:_ ~Ctt_.':'ls. _an abS=bractiQn. " . 
l!ii11in~ · sj1en_t_..-!'lu..ny · ev<'lnin~{El a.t_' -thO Fe\{, -Yqi•l::·. !-:_n_r;::lrrit~ S_ChOoi 
thi.s 'raF.:.r I~ hav6 .. seen .r. ·lik·e· ap-;1r9Cia~i.6i:- -i'or._ ~!siT::ds.n, · 

. .'ti11eor~'- cO!ilin"': -:.fi·~·_e··:nll~ c~ .. irocti<?_i·is.. Ya·-t.:':I]_enrl~! :-a~ vii~· a.~ 
e.s ·.aoon _._as these. nseriouS" ::rarx.iat.n ,take· a motteilt to, .. 
1~ t.urn n: to : t.ho ~,·t_?~•2ci ·.Or f!a:r::~ r:O. lJIO:thO_~,-ci~C?;;:-~r-, :t!1_e~r ~1.!-l-ri._ tiiity _:. · 
from .ev,or:rt.ld.nr:;. _t,!n t · ,.,o_uld lrt,&!::e _::the __ on,conn-ter irle·an,ilv,:~ul • 

. . Gert.~"!..in ::r-torf..s .. ljJ:.e: 11 ~ota.llty!! .a.nd _n;'irn.::-cis~~ _h~v:a _.b~·_cqn(e.,_ .. 
; ao _yi<t-in.t,ec1 -~1?n_t ;Ono: !le~i -t~t.~~-.ttS.in~ ·t.bein· .ri.t_ ~J.1· ~bei~~ ·. ·.·· 
_. :Yc\,.~..,-h~ 1:-, -~~~;m. tl~<\ I:l?tt~ _' ~9n~:p~.1. "iri:trn~e~t- 'f"r_~r.( ::tl_le:- .f~--o?~-:~. •-:· 
. i_s .·•·Jar:c __ Jd.t:J.oel.f: , ___ ·u.).C.'& he, ftid, _ dates,. ~xac:t q.lot .. ~~, --~tc • 
. Foro"-t~_1nn- _one 31~'8-~l~cr tt:iG_.-1J·e,en -~9~_6c!-:e(1- ~o· .11~fl.r :u;l"l~.Ut. · 

", , Harxinn .'Jrinci T•lP.~ i.n ·the co'nto::t · of' ;'iar.:o;:t s ·lif'o of'· nll 
-~~.,_:- pl_af'_e-~1, . .----' _ _.··:._.-..... , __ ... ·. ,_ :' -_ .: . · .... ,. ;,·.. , . 

. . . It.,. ne~ro?. no,:---t1-:n.t_- n. · c_~n~~·ro.ntat.io_n: 1·1i-·th :::..lqSt-!·'n:r;F .•.t'-r~i.BI 11_. __ 

;:ia •_Illo.at. in~ortant _ f. or hrinr;inc: n~u _ 1:in4s_ · o,f' '-":~_terrtion. _-t? . 
!\arx.,. -.. _~:aJ;"x 1 .~: :r.efUC::.l .'tl'J_.,l-envo nny·t..h~n:; a.t _th,p _.l:eio1· of · 
(!.. ;n11rp.sa, - nn ._erim_-ty __ v.hstrn.Cti'on, _surely c1ulr!'l.c'tieri·zed n11 
of.hin de_v'QlOT!RBnts>·her~inniri"! \-rit~1 \rhotl.-, :.<1.s' o: ~.rqnth ,li.Vin::; 
in_a -~Jr'lob-inrcl:-11o:U.'~e_._ctilto' hiS ·cmlrro:nto·<! the.-~·!11.-.. ,:· _the~ - -
:a.JhilO.nonhcn<no.~el. ~t:r. .. d .. ~ohe' no ru:t-th(lr li1to. arial.~.~Z1nr; 
.the·- ina-hi ti~tionR .. of_:_ r.ervu\n- .-~o-CietY ·th~n · u_fj _ thou~h· .. ·~f1.ey 
HGre ntho~trtl~t.::. etlt.i.t1.AfJ •. n ~ r_o~1~1n I, t he ~-:ryrt-vf::i nha.n<l.oned tho- \• 

.dinJ.e_ctJic: thon· n1-..c1 tl!.ol:o i:t it_ Were oitl't ·_v -_tool of: .. 
nbatraC_t:lOI'!:? . ." t"t. 'l:n3 .:i-~thax-_.ita centl~a.J.5.t~r to :tlie llctub:l' 
.-t:~S!loram.~~ti.on.:.o:t;: l~e~l.:Lt,r uliip_h' ,h9 C(\u . ..'~ht ·o_.ll':'.., ne·v~_r ·1 .. :-et:~.nCod, 
oven: unr:1e.r I'}Q ,.e:~tl.·nL10 n -_.,rnc:tic~J. tetG'!:o no t.o. sa~r, ~~_theory 
cnn -bn-:rl'\nl:\zcri. in._r-.' "')Go~J.o _onlv in3o.fflr rin ·it is t)!e 
ronlir-;o.t:ton Or ·tho ~-,oQ;,J.a 1 c n'f'te~,n-; 11 (G,·!· 3:1C3) :nut .t.h~ 
nro.rlical noo~n 11 o£ .. i1rolotnrian rc\roltrti.on ·.~.i.sc10:;"ed .. not . 
1histo:-i0 ri'3ccssit"~.r' ~mt t1ie self-dovClo·.1;i..1v: 1 ncH 1nil~1anisr.~.' 
_T~'1:j.s ne\·1 t!.n~ yorEtnJ .. -~'.i> o~lCA coni"r.ont~d :r_o·"';l.."'\1 to. nbotrnctnopc. 
tho_-- u chnr.1 Ut1i vo,...fH'.J. n of vQl.;n:t;> QC''l_ql_,r•:\. ,o::t•!, t'.ha_ st\\1"'i•J t:n,u
tolor;y' of' •)nl:i.t.i.cnl .. OconCnt:-.."t' n couco·nt l"·.r: lnhor-.:.a:'1 \·rOlJ~· l'.B 
!·::thl'.i:lovoky !i\R~:iJl·~ !'\ls, otm t,t.n:lvorGaJ. ·out of "Historic 'fon-
f1ancy _or ,Cani tnl _.'\.ocUJ!lttl£~.t:ton.n _ . / 8-,·-83. 

:J 



R~n~2ssicn v~rsus Philosophic Ground for Orgeniz~tion 
(i~ft.-:?r reading H-;g'='l. •s cht:pter on Third nttitudn to Objectivit:y) 

--D~ve~ Britain 

Tl<:y~ says in the· Juty i2 R!::B that it is_ only with -the S.~ction: in the n-~ boo~ 
on ~h~ 1980s_ vi.:!w __ th:.·t w~ put forwnrd philosophy .r:~s gl:-ound for oi'8;Bniiation·~- Mike 
mentionS th~~:ro~ts_ of MRrxi_st-Humnnism _:iri'TrotskyiSm.at:t-d _the P.xperi~nC"!: d""'niOnstrnting 
whet_ happ~ns when philosophy end crg.o:nization g~t s<?Parated. · __ . 

In Britain today, __ the stllt~- of- phi tosophy··. ~n the· l~ft is· riot good. _Where there 
-~s- ri9t n void, there_ is_ r2_t:.rogrcssion,. E.P .. Thompson,. having hammered /-tthuss-=-r and 
th_e strL;tcturnlists in his mainmoth 11 Pov:-ity-'Cif Th'eOry", noW· seemS ~to think that.-he'cen 
just ~o hac_~<-. to. ~_rn?lricietri.:.-- reducing ihc ·ant_!-~nr _ mo .... ·:::m::mt to_ r: net ion~! i.st 11 pro .. 
freez~ str<t;:g-y- b~s~d on n~Zw Populcr· Front ism, snyin~· that ·this st:rnt~gy ~oll.ows from 
the Jun~ ~lect_ir.m·_ r~sult. in ·"t.•hich the anti-Cruise/Trident vote was said to b~ in the 
majority d~Spit'e· the Tory Victory. 

Str-.J.ctural~Sts of the·_Labo~r Pa%-ty 1c~t _~rid Euro-Communism, reared on ·Althusser 
and acad~micc· privi l.age, now m~rely restat_e the_ ~nd _of ideology of·· the 1950s pnd 
Richard Crostar.d•s warning then about the-wOrkers lOsin& _intereSt in t~e LP. Their 
main target .. for nttack rio~ ~C.ems to be !rJi titunt trad-e unionists· Who are br.inded ns 
•~conomistsn ·,- presumably llecause of ·their·. dis.interas_t in PopUlar ~ront politics .. 
(Sec Barry Hindess;· ·Beatr.ix C3mj)betl, et .. al. in the New Statesman) 

Since \O:orld thr II the a'ctual existence Of the P:ar_ticulars that -Trot.Sky made 
into Univ<:!rsal;s has sent the Trotsk-yists· reeling in myriad splits. The dpctiine of 
"Sovi~t-Defeltcism":confronts anti-wnr _8ctivists ·whc oppOse both N-\TO f'm! the Warsaw 
Pact. The belief in· the LP as nthe orpan1zation of-·the working class"_~:md years of 
numbing 11entry_ w_orku- haS rasu-lted in ~wo members· of_ the Trotskyi_st-· "MU.it~nt Tendency" 
ge_tt1n:; elect.~d.to. Pa_rnament, ·ha~iing taken over the Labo0:r. P."Jrty orgrini?!atiori.:_in. 
tw~ safe seatr. •. :_They hnve- ffianaged -~o do s·o without hilvip:g to eXPlatn· tci_ the· voters 
just hrn-r they differ. froiu_ Foot and Kinnock- othei.than by degrees of ~eft-ness. 

The.· tr:u .. €ndihg- of narrcitv.: nationalism "ied _Ertlcst_.-Monde'l 's British suppor_ters 
to- suppo1·t the /•rgentine junta in the South /:.ttontic Par.· "Force the Le_fts to fight" 
_peing the_ eternnl c_ry_ of tltis zroup,._ e"\reri their _tn·m concept of·,Bn ind~penr:lent ~ro.t
:ikylst party_ becomes_ just fs'rnuch an abstract urliv_ersBl- to them_ as socl.allsm itself, 
which h alwa_ys -reduced to the nationalised ecOnomy, hence the endless tailending 
of bureaucrats _·artd career politicians .. Hegel· complaii'led of "shape\ess'rep_et_ition of 
one r.nd the same idi!a which· is" applied in an· external fashion to_ diferent_ mo~_eriat, 
the-.-weerisome_reiteTot.ion of it keep_ing Up th~··s_t£niblance ·of dlv~rsity11 • -

· We know that _near the ·end of bis_ life, Ilegel, 11aving 'WitnesSed the- first c<:~ptt .. _ 
a liSt cri~is of 1825-.. a regressive dimension" in the pr'ogress d industrialism-- ex
tended the section in- the Encyclopedin on JacObi. HaVing dettlt.- ~i_th Faith (ore-Rn
tionnlism) and R01ng to Diclectics and the "Speculative Philosophy", he E~dded'a 
'IhiTd J\ttitude -- re resSion to Faith and "the Beautiful Sou\ 11 • Such pjtilosophers 
Heinrich Heine must h~ve had in mind when he complained of a new _age in which: 

"our pht1oSoph-2rs no fon3er critic t:c ·the ult !mate grounds of kntm1edge and 
being) they no·longer socr in the realm of abstraction. They hove sought 
inotzad, for grounds on_ which to justify thnt which exists. They have become 
apologists for that ·which ts·.u 

Heine compor_ed t~em-with the,Jcsuit:bl, though h~ called them "dwarf-like" ,by compnr
lson. 

In the 1980s defendin,q, a stl1tus quo is progmr,tism's response to its own· premise 
"does it- work1" ThiS has nothinJt t.o do with the knowledge of .reality. Lenin -notes 

in the Logic: . . 
11 the trick of Cognttton, which Onc.-sidedly_ tnkes up the datn of .experience 
.... and does owc.y with refutation from expcriCnce by proposing and tnklng 
as valid experience no!: in lts conc~ete t':otollty but as ex~mple lmd onlY 
in_ thnt direCtion_ which is .servicellble to the hypotheses and the theory. 
Concrc.:a expe-rience thus being --suhordtnntcd to the presupposed dctcrm1~
ticin-s.• •" (Besidti tJhich Leniil wrot:e- ::relt'.arkobiy correct Llnd profourid11 .) 

The 11Dol3s it work" flh\losophy of Gerry Hecly's Workers Revolution~ry Party nn
;_swers. with _n _res_oundin~ '.'ves:'.'- to ony. auestlonim:: of their ntllance. ves allinnce. . . . .. . 785'7 
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ulth Col. Gadtofl.;. '/;fter aU,-hs is sufflci~o.t.ly "an:;.t ... imperir.li~t" in cpposing-thP.
lnt .. ~r,.~&ts· .Jf Britl\1n/France/US.·1n··th~-Mld·Ecst and also· to believe that the WRP are 
sufficie_l).tl Y. .. '.C:l;P.~Et.e_~~-f.--~~u.sl ":& pr_~lJ.l~m~ £:or . :;he_ Br_it ish· gov~rnment at- home Cns wet i' 
as- Siv!ng· blm.<a•·good .-preS:s .. , .!='?·-be worth: ,investing ln. _Liby~ -has· invested·- lltP.rally 

.·mitl~Ons·'in·the 1 WRP.-'s .hi.;tecn ~printt·ng ph~nt. The:.WRP'Dre not.; able-to :print a:.dally 
neuSpaper:: Jn:·colo'Jr:. and tlmong · t4e __ other -publ. ications they,.have 1 cUncberl, the -_weekly
LnbOur~Herald, .:which fs supposedly-the .-\.~oiCP.: -:of ·Left ·Ll' politicie.ns·;who suff·lc!encly 
ngree.-.with.,_the--.\VR:P•s_· cnalysis ··of'·Drjtl~li- c8Pital ism as bei-ng:-th~ close'st· _,to .collap,o;:e 
ow in$ to its ,-d~l?(!ndence on--the .b'a'nl(S'~ ~ov<ersea9;im."estments ~which_'arc tQ-r.eatem:id -by· 
Tlitrd_ ~orld bankruptcies. As the c;ff.,ulsion of 'Tro-tskyists.:'gets going. in_t.he_.Labour· . 

:· P.nt:t~erry·-Healy-will get what .he _.wants~--,publicity,,a faction fight, ·ond hopefully,-. 
e:-dcil:;,.newp;paPer.-: It._ ~1i1l·no_ doubt_~·.be :called-D~il y Herald--•.which. was· a_-~work.~rs !. 

·;p_<lper !n.·.t.he ·.1.920s. s.uch·-is .the: power of_ -Itr.aginatlon .. _ .. _ . , . . . . 
' : · Cerry.-Healy~- who -cl:ies:··t:o :reconc_He .11 i!:n1piii0-Grit iclsm" ._.wlth~t:he ,Ph:\losophical--. 

Noteboolcs;· has-~a _philosophy whi-ch 7 - il'l:· the·- Yords- of> Hegef,"O't-taCking JaCobi, · ~~s.boa;tdonS 
i_tself to wild v8gnries of imaginati_on' a,nd assertiOn, to a moral· pt"ig~shn<:;!SS.;and 
s~ntimentnl' ·arrogance, or co a recktes·s :dogmatism and lust ofargument, which is 
loud~st ag~lrist phHoSophyu. Th-e \:lRPis _Other ·phHospper, Cltff-Sl:-ughcer/Cyri_l Smith, 
whose '11 potemicnl Philosophy" hns been ai'tiled :at _RD in his "Lenin on!Diolectics'', .ma 
a hopeless attempt to_ dany the brealt in L'e-Htn's thought in 1914, which ·could only 
hrve· been written on the assumption that_no loyal render would_check out Raya's ori
ginal text _(or Lenin's). His !~teSt venture· is publishing Marx•s- Mathe~~tlcBl Note• 
books of 1881 with 't~n int-roduction in which he cla Jms thE~t these notes 11prove" the 
affinity _of Marx nnd Engels. Accident <r not) thili' is "ph!losophic11 _Trotskyism's 
response to the Ethnological· Notebooks of the same period, rather th~n deal with the 
aYI<l.lard questions YC will be raising for them .. ,~ ; 

The Socialist Harkers _Perty (Tony Cliff) hts welcomed on bonrd the anti-humanism 
of the J lthuss~r scho~l with flex CallinicoS aspiring to the ~~ntle of Party Philos
opher. Once again Lenin could teel t.hem Of onot.her shortcoming,- besid~s not under
sfondi~g dfalecticS, (see MCTGC), that they _share With Bul<:harin-eclecticism .. · 'l'hosP. 

·old r.s. 'ers e.g~- Pnul Foot, who have always regarded Marxism as Humanism ar-:?: not·-
hRppy about this. In th'etr·counter;,.ettcks (see recer.t_International· Socialisms) they 
n'ever got beyond Lukacs, t.he defender of Concrete Totality ngalnst the abst_ractions 
Of the empiricists-. and fa-il tci reCOgnhe th~t Marx. didn't reject AbsoluteS~ he just 
WE;lnted them unseparated t'rcm -reill living human beings and saw them as new beginnings. 

Our-debate on Constitution_ and Pe'l..-spectives and our politicnl wort<: in London, 
along with an enrlier trip to Glesgow for a discussion with l~rry McShnne, his made 
1983 r. year of subjective deepening -of Marxist-Humanism in the face of degenerate 
capitalism approaching 1984. Orwell's vision of state-capitalist totalitarian 
Britain indeed maintains its grip to this· day, notwithstanding his undercst!metiOn 
of thelr technology. And the 11 proles11 :.:re not those pnssive victims whom he hoped 
would somehow inherit the earth. In 1983 workers ore resisting the rui0<'1tion o£ thP.. 
northern industrial base and the closure and privatisations in the public sector; 
th~ Black youth suf(ering 80 percent unemployment in some areas are fighting state 
hnrossment; and women hov~ organized against war prepsrat:ton rather than stay in 
the home t~bere Thatcher says they belong. 

GROUND~- Starting with the brenk with TrOtskyism On state-capitalism, then the 
rejection of the centralized pnrty to lead ln favour of decentralized committees, it 
seems we ara at o new stage-- especially with Marx's entire works now ava_i lable for 
study and Rroya•s Trilo~y, whlch enables U!\ still working for permanent revolution 
a hur.dred years af~':!r MP.rx's death · 11 to hear Mr.rx thinking". · 

• An analysis of the Mathematical Not.ebookR will hav~ to be done elsewhere and ct:!r
tninlY not-by m~ t~ho has difficulty P.:nough und-"!rstnnding the £ollo .. ::1ng, by c. He.:1ly, 
presumably an attempt to updnte the pre .. l914 Lenin: "The dialectical rnaterinltst 
method_ of cognition is able to study the movement and chanRe of both _the micro ~nd 
macro worlds as well as th~ mega-measurements of the energy changes in space ••• if 
l-le consider the dilllectical relations betwc:P..n the revolutiJ·u, ry pa-rty as th'2 micro 

:.and the.-.rr .. 'l~:.~a!': n-!'1 th~ m...,~Tn-, it; ;~ p•'J~-tfoollh1<R. to nnalysa thc .. p-roblems .of .the _party~· 
-as 8 reflection of the problems ·of the ma.sses. 11 (The Thi-rd Attitude flS both P.Rrt:y 

.ond Mad Scientist!) 
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· .:•.··~ __ ;:The BlaCk movement: in Britain: has 'no·_gieat · diSdaih for -Phllosophy;·as ,sbcrwt1. ,by 
the -warm· recePt t()ri, accord~d~--Frant:z '.Fa non,-· Snwe:tO'· ei-\d: l.mericari Black ·Thought~. -:Fanoa: _ 

_ :_is -·widelY- read '.·and· _m.~lny ·Black, 1 ntelle:ctualst }tave ·been · influenci!d_i,by: CLRJ' s~~t ~47: ,.-.~-
'<C_r_~':i~~~ ·of_~·Trot9k'yism- (and ·-1 t_s ·: phllosophl~ method)-;;._ ~.'.Not_c-~v·on ·Dialec~_!Cs" ~ .~.ra~e~_sm · 

·-" - ·. :-.hM.l~v~!' :.ba~ __ :.--._nQ~~-bP.tH"lrl'le_'._Ph i _1 O&opldC :· e·rourld ;.· __ ·.Jam-es .<:_Wh(j.: stopped --~at i_<SJ}on_tane it y, '; ;-~~9~( 
-~ 'f -~fnflUerlCBd:-·many_.-_of':_the·~-n~_- generation· of-~acti"~ii'st;S_- _and_.~. ·.ot _-_-~st ::tr\:Bri.t_~_~n:; __ (_e:.;g-,.:t_-_::. 
- >c·~t_li.l y)·. ;:~egel :'):·e.~err_ed f. to :·'ti . "ha lftlesS ; and~ _i f!adP.qiiaCy'.'~-- :--•~ i_m\nedisCY· ·Dlea·ris; .~upOn:: ~-he 

:'Whole;,; ·_an~·abst~act ·-r~fe-rence;.t·o.:.self'J '- that-:.-is ~.-an ,abs-tract:·· ident· ity :or_,...nbstracc ·.:fi/:, 
,_; Uni_voisali_ty'~·-~~-r.-d .:th~or~_:_-can•t·'.-·be:--:flo_t:·en:.'T_Oute·~-:- ··'-_· _·.~ _ ·. .--' ·:.·.~: .• :-~·\·:,::;;:.-:_;:_·-_;·:: · -'-~-- .; _·::.:· ;--:;{i_~ __ ._ 
·:- :-~.,~:-".The·-PhilOso'ph.ic g:io~nd fOr·-organi'Zatton_~ma_ke·s--U~ -UntQUe .aS ··a 'pOltebal-',t·eooeney;· 
Th~·-thins_- ts ~that _··~inY··s_ert~S reV_olUticinsry·.-whO;- unlike~ the: -Trotskyists·,batr,~broken 
_w~_t;:h_ all .th~- rul_ing ·f~~tlons of ·society~_ -_who_ can see_: ~he nee_d _·for- PtJ..ilosophy rather 
t~sn: 1ust. -:ec_o~Otrlics ··_or: '-JuSt-, pOl i_t~Cs · as··ground ·.for· ~rganh:atlon ·_should -be -:able t:o_ 

· ··se~1ously-_consider;con9ld<:!r-~working:Wit.h us;· _w6rking:-out>self.;.de·velopment _i_!l· aryd_:;.-_-
for'-'the-'·reVolution: -;- · ·_';'-

.· ' '·-~ '• 
'• '' 
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THE Gl1FOLOMEl:T ·oF ABSOLUrS IDEA AS iiZ'-·1 BEGINNINGs 1953-1983 Eugene 
.-._,:: 

"~his ~-yea=, marks i::he 30th anniversary· 0£ Raya's Letters on the Ahsol.ute Idea .·- <.~--""- .. -.·--···-- ·- _.. • - . '._ -•. ,._ ..• ·-·. ··' ,~ 'ii.,', 

(May. 12 ;_~d Hay. 20 !I _1953)_ • <t'ht:p.r b."i.(l_-:vantage ~illts __ w~e conversations_ ,with .. ._ 
r'evolution~; .P~.l~s?~h~-~ . -: __ ,L_eni_~~- ;;~g~i .. ;.;~x. ~ ~~ ~~-~i~e_~-ti-~.'-'-~~~_. -~~ :::_,-· 

o~r ~~~l~~~n-~. ·.ag~ ~d-· -~~~ -~~ -~~-:- Obje~ti~~~~-/~~ _w~~ _.b~¢~ng -~;-~;~.(of-: 
.·;_._~ ..... ,._ .. - •. , .. ___ :_-,, J. -;~·- ._,· ---:· .··-: .,._ .•• ::,-:.'~ ·<:.· . .;_·:-·._;·;.-.:-·:: .. • .,··;."_-,;:'·:· 

auton:aU~m.end~,_(unknown··.to.,_us) ___ at- the brink _of an epoch __ of _revol~_and revo~u:-
- . -. . . ~ .... • •· . ·~: •.•·. ·" •• c. -·-•·- '·'··•--· .. ;:·~·-·- -J-~ • ·• 

:t:lons_,-i·n;)~~~- _:E_ur9pe~ as:.WE7~:-,-~~-~7,i~~-·· ~ Asf~ ~-~--:-t:"tin. ;..J!l:eric~ re~l-~~:~.~~·-

HC:n#eveij this breakt.h.rough :on the !JJSOlute ~dca_~·%equired.- a break~ut from.-_:;;

the restriCtive -context ·-that --James and Lea ~"ished:,to.'Put~the .. phi1osophi!=·~S-: ,.,. 

cussiC?n- that was ·occurring· wi-thin :·the.·Jo.hnson-Forest:Tcndency •. -··F~r .~h~~- ·_there.

wa.">·:·-a ·rus~~-- r~oW th~t-·th,G vangUard pa_,rty .t:O'-~l.ead had. })_een .. r"ejectec,l_,. to· disce.t:n:\: .. 

!,.hat fcri'l·_ of. crg~-_..ization' 'shouJ.:d be undertak~. "Ho~- caD :Hegel's dial.ectiC_-yield·. 

· us-'the nialectic of.-the Party?'-~·migh~ be--the.• .. iay-ts> most~succinctly.put i.t.;· Dun

s.yevska:la, 'in her Letters on the ·.J\bsoltite.l.dea51 rejects this· f_ramework· 'Whtch:: ~ 

.Jlln".es ~d Lee i.?-sh.'to.inipcise·:on the dialectic. She.does·:it not a priOri •. but.-_by: 

tr8.Cing~throUgh-th<it:-dialectic:o£·_Absolute -Tdea tO showW)lfi:~ it leadsa-· not to 

thei Party.l but to_ ~e SClf-ll'hin~ng Idea-;. . Or ·as··naya ends:the letter- o£.1-tay 20,: 

• ~ >' • 

~Oday·~· We· ai:e sti-ii- tr:0~k1ng· oUt What· To no-. ·s~t·· after 3o yea%-S. of la.boi,.'' 

~r~~~:~~t ~~fi~ati~~s_: Of. th'e bre~thr.oU9h- ~ AbSolut~- Id~a as. New _B.e9inliirig. 

~-~, are';-·i:e~Oinq 'not" :ro- clte ··dial.e'Cti.Cs'" of 'the· PartY;" 'but -to the'"•dialeCti'Cs'--Of· 

of 

~r~ir~ zat1~n. 

ae~~es for us 

-i:t_i-~ no Mere- shift in ·phraseOlogy. It hlls tak·en ·-thCS_e_ th~Cc'

to ~~ app7:oacil eXplicitly dJ."~CcticS of of:9im1Zation-th~il9i_t 
''The·-'PhiloZoP.'ier o£· ~el:ma..;-e:tt- ReVolution 'c~~ates l~-ew arOUnd_ fol: organiZB.tiCm'.•·: 

Let us foll.ow the unfoldment of Absolute Idea as t-iew Beginnirig, to' See-- how he :c 

· I.· 1.hsoiUt·e ·:rdea as New Beginnin-g 

Form·. of Theorv 

-'l'he-rt.o~~eilt from P.ractics·th8.i: is :rtsC:lf a 

This'_ s·enu.n8.1 fOrm 9? riDso;:U~e Idea· as: Nt!W' Be9i~ning was what DunaYevSkaya 

first-worked out. It did not came :ful.l blown. in 1953 whe.'l she wrote t..~e-·t.~~ters. 
Rathe:.--tha.t sets her u~n.a j'o\\rneY ....-oridng_·out this'b:reak:through~ ThUs the 

cntagories~of-lt.ux•s- humanism and l-iarJdst-Hunu:mi,;m *J'era n~t present in 1953. It 

ic true that before the Absolute Ido!a letters. the J-F tendency had· written a 

great deal on Nit.rX,· including on .his -hucanist.'-essays. SeE! t!xpecially ~·s Labor 

and S~eie'ty,. 19431 and tha 3:'.WaY correspc)~delu:e," 1949-sO, as 

~r~ts 'of ~h3.t'-woUld become~· Sut it' vas only tOUr' Ye~s 
well B.s the ·early . 

after the 1953 Letters 

t:iiat:- t.he ~ft.i:.t..~io.cY o.C .-:.:cu.-x • s hUZ:al-dSMt ·su;g;;:: !:: ~· ~"'!:!. '!.~!: _ t."l.e."'!. be.j!n' to· think 

of oUrselves--as t-t.arxiSt-Humani!ltS. !-l~n•t' it On'tY 1l-1 the proCess o-f loOking at 
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Marx ·after the 53 LetterS that we saw t..IU.z category emerge'l We havo often spoken 

of l~ki'sig:··-~{'_H~~i thrci~<in-.th~- ·ey~~ of' z~:c;· · ·Thi~ ce1.~af0'1y is crud.'iu ~ it 
• 1 ~·-r ::.• --.-•-;---·--·;-.. -.-, -,_,i, - --~>- ··'- .,. , ..• -.·_ -- .--·· -·- • '- · • -.· •' • ' '· 

is not_ vulgarizied by those whO-rish .to disregard He<]el_ a.tld "say I4arX~turned' him:-·, 

_upside d~. "·A·fi~.ill, 'the '~a!]n"tfit:ent '"gCOncmh~.;..Phl.lOsOptiJ:c' Mari-~S\::ri,Pti£~ 9i VC us 

M~·fi···ciitiCIU~ ~f '·th~ ·'H'eg~ii~ -·IJ:i:~~ti6· ... · nut --~t£·-~e;·sam~~_t:i.m·e_--o~'J-~6£.-the 
gr~~t~·:c6~~J.bu·fi.ons' ·of: r.i·ru;:rl:~·t.;.HUm~~· \~kk---b~en ·tfic· _returri·:to _~~gel.: 'in-.. _--~d~'fcir· · 
h_~~f .. -~ ~Thi'~ b~i{· f~l1y ~b~eoni~. ~-~~ _-r,:uf-;~aftar.· M~p~:~nX:s_t :iri ··s~_ar.icS_-·o~ .. ; 
Hegel'_s _works:·and-_thcn· i·n· chapter X.: of·-~· ·Wo wil1- _taJ.k ·about. this ::;:~rtly. Here:~ 
l: w~t ·to ·tra~e<·sOm'ething differentt- ~-Not· .al~e Hegel throuc;h.<Harx; snc;l_ HE!gel. in • 

and -fo~ himself•· -but hO\I·. we .as t~arxist-H~-.uanists ·_worke?- out -·~a. fu~if:.r and- deeper·

re1_at1:onship"to Harx_ from!::!.@: through'-~ to .~_by.-a deeper:"WOrk!it~-_out of 

Hegel_'S-Ab3olut.es~ · It hos been Hsge1's:·.Wsol~tes that-has helped to giVe us new~

eyes with which 'to see Harx, as mueh-·as it has ·been today-'s objective-Subjecti.ve 

events·· that 'l:nJ'lk:e ·us return ··to:.r.~arx. _The ·unfoldment: of; 2\bsOlute _ldea· as New·' 

Be9inni.ng-:has'mennt a·devoloPnent of how we··v:ie:w.Harx, 1_957, '73,:·'.83. . . 

·. ·;rt ·was :our· Post fiol:'ld 1'J<i.r II period,which·· allowed th~- movem~t .fr~ :practic~ 

that 1s-itself'a·from-of thoory to·be.made into.an.expliCit cate9o%y"'_.· ~ui;.~i.~-w~ 

n.,~ a cateC]Ory restri.c,ted to our ·agee> Bath~ g it was the-_ Ve.nt.age pqint .of.-.our, 

·age~ which allowed Raya .,to. t'ecreatoa the uh~lc hiztor,/ of the. aga of revol.uti.ons 
- _.. . - ·- . ·•. - . -· • " ' ,/ •• . I' •,• • 

indu;;trialt S9cial-polit:ip!il,. i.ntel.le_ctUal ~ as b~ginning with a movement from_-
• <" __ , -- ,_ :-_- •• '.J,.- --. • -- · ..... -···- -, ' :· •• · ·• .•••.•• ' _,_ •• ,_ ,., .• ;--; :.· . 

pra.ct;ice. to. theory.., . Marxiem· and Freedom was cast p::ecisc.ly_~n this maru:_ter• Each 

re,..-olutionary·movemept .;.,as sb~wn to_.be ~ unfpidi~g- of n·e-., mass a~tiviti'~, ~~-. 
mass ~~-~s,_of._org_~;;.~~~n,· a. n_f!l·; ups~~e of_ th~ught fr~ b~1~. Jus't·g~ ~~~~h 
M&P. ~~; t_~ace. ~1 t_h~· .ma~:t;i~e~~ £:;~- -~-£. ~c~~n, o-rc;ani~atio·~,.\ St~~gl.~;· ~ght, ;;;t ~e b~:ou~ht f~rt~.;.: - . ·~- .. , . , . . .~ -.. ·· . . ·· .;_. . . , 

'•, ... 't . 

the Parisian masses mceti..~9-. in .. perm~~en!=- s_es~~on. in ~e, v~iou_s. n~g~r- _ 
hoods in 17S9; the discoVery of democracY in the'masSes method of· actionJ 

-.the ~~tinuous_ revolts __ of the workers in the_1820s, 3Ds, Luddi.te rlots, .:trade 
·unions·.- 'finally the Selesian We&vers that fnspii:-Cd Nanq 1848~ · -thG-roVOlu:... 
tionary workers' club!>, the JunG barracades in ParisJ the l.8S0-60s, 1\bo1i":" · 
tionism, _,underground rAilWAlf, Black regiments i,n the Ci.vi.l Hai·, 8 ho\tt 
leagu'es, 'First Inberne.tioniu.; l87l.' ·Paris Commune, CO~ne· worksbip.5; :-commis
siO.., of -I.abor zmd E:::chnnge·~ seeie.ty• fOi::' th~ Defense bf Paris and·.Aid·: to .the. 

_ NounqOOJ ,the, forwo. of_workcrs• a~soci;~tion t~i: _H~_points out _in Capital · 
and that r~aya calls atttmtion toa unemployed &:my as army of revol't, · · · 
chapter oil wor:Ung day ·and \-10rkers solf-organi.zation, · section. on. Strife ·. -' _, -
b~tween wor1;crs an<t Hach.ineryJ 1 , 

, I need not continue with. more in the 19t;h century that are -pointed to in . . ._,_ :· i 

N&F,: ~o~ in the 20th cent~ry. Nor to sh~ how .~11_ ~ese. fo~ t;:z::om b~~ are 

, cp-~1trasted ,to all_ the _petit-bourgeois forms from Proudhon, to .J..ass4li~'~ .. to. Ba.kxinin. 

After such- .a rec_aqting_ of a full two cent~rJes _of re'i."'luti~-nary · trl~~ry~ ~~, 
ha.ve,'aS .w-oll th~-~v-~ent -_;~~h:'~lY., in :h~-;~.96o~~ .. and ;the ~~ry, V~ new ve.n:tag~ 
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point. that.w~ _as Narxist-Humanists have __ f9r vic..,ring it wi.th ~-in hand., A 

tiac!Dg_ o.E ;al.l.our -.p.:inphlets ·fx:~_n.Nork:ers·_.Battie: Automation~ Freedom Riders,. .and;· 

the- Free-Speech ,J.!Ovement_-to_ Haryland Fresdcm · Union--:-an9 Not£.s -on .lio:a~ ~S LJ.beraticn 

:_,will·· Show~h~_.we~practice 'this -new ·v.ltltage-.point •. ·af--_sPeci~ ;.i~J?Orta..~ca.:- U~~:-:.._;- _:_. __ 
1\m~i~an--Civ:illzktion ·on -Ti:lal.-ari?. Nationcl.i~, -comDmn:J.~ ... HArX:ist-HUmanis:n ---~ :··. 

·the -Afro-ASian.-ReVo1~tions._~·:.:T,h~e_,piuai?hlet5~-: e5Peci~1'y_.f:he- ~atter, "are .. ones . 

whicli:.ant:icl..pate-:the :nert_m~e~t:- :of.- Abso1ute .Idea -·cis New Beginning. · . ~ .. .. - ' .. . . . ' . ,. -- . · .... " 

II ... -A:bsOlute ... :rae·a.-:as- NE!\"'·Beqiiiniri9o ~ -Tt:iC -Movement' from Th00rY ·whi.Ch Bt:±iVes both 

.. tO--i1eet the Movefi,ent :frorri---P~act.iCe .inC!' to'RCB.Ch·· the fullnesS- -Of-<P!l:ilcisoohy·- · 

'·'we-- dO-·--nOt:in ~any· :Se.,s·e--•·:niii"- tO st.iujify or ccmpafti:aieAtaliz·e Absolute _ .. :rdca as 

Ne.w Be¢nru.ng; _It is· aftera11 th!:s- uriChairied ·n.tillectic. However~ it ·is ·erucial 
to See· t..l-tS:t ·r.bSolUte rdea e.S New Beginning .iS ·nOt: hom in onC,.mOment. It- itsClf 

has,-uilderC;Ona'' theSe 'past 30 Years --of· seif~devetopment~- Wifoldment; £or' it itSelf: 

is iri.-'thO 'absOltit~ 'movement of beCanming. is the:·Sf!if.:thin.tdng:":ide?.. -_Thus;··certidn 

dimenSion5 :of-·f.tiso1u1:e Idea· as ~~eti- Beginning- becOme mOre 'expi;i'clt at~-diffei:'e~-:~ -. · 

itiOttlentS. rf- tho;;(Jl-IOV~~~t fro-m ,PraCtice·.to·-~eoey ·iS what cjaVe bi.l:-th. tO- our .: 

committee fori3 arid· tO.- our newspaper. it vas: rleVC!r done· oUtSide: of~-th~ry~JriE!eting 

th8.t'-moveirie_.lt fir~.- praCtice.. :rt "wa.os · aiwO.Ys· iinpliCit-- wi.tirl.il !.!§.[~ · arid indeed 

;1,~ t.!l~·:Ci:,a~t.~S Oll:-;.t~);·-~rl Len-in; was ··~-pli;:;:Lt· as wGl.l.. 
- '- ·,' --~ 
~ur__~i:t~~~- ,~thiJ?.._Philosophy. and Revolution _th~~ the dimension of AbSoi~te 

l.dea aS New Beginrlinq as a movSe'nt from- theory becomen most explicit. ~4e h~ 
·thr~~~ --~~~-'a~ -~~~~l~ge -~~ !:!BE•- s~~~~9 ~? ,~~.~~ ;~t from~.Prac~ce ~ 
~~ry~ 'If Yt!~ ta:J<:e i.t se~iously - p~l~sopt:tc~~y . •... ·- as 

_ w~ . ~r~·: posillg_-. it -_1~ J.!s;F; then what- iS y~~r role ·as revolutionclrles 'with r~q~d 
to tha~· ~;~~~t; ,T:hG _i·n~er~atio~~ ~.ip~ were undertak~=-by no in the sixties 

both to -~~e_.that_--mov~~t f~m ·p~a~tice~i~: Af~~~a •. in ~ia• and to see what ec,;_. 
thinkers_wotild_uJld~~tak:e the rEtvoluti.ona_.;y 

Idea as Ne1.i' B~9~1;lning •.dth us. But; in the 

journey to theory as part of Absolute 
'. . :- . -' - ._ . . -~ . 

f".nd. the_ f.~thC:r unfolding as theoretc 

response beoo~es ou~alone in_!!£!!_. But what bec&i1te clear in_ the p~oces~ o~ ~coking 

for .eothinkers. and aven more in the decade~ s;n~_f;! .!:El"s __ p~~ica~i?"J!• .,.!:::; the -~ll~ 
.rol~ of_~~ey. In ~act~_~t was the in~ili_ty to·~~l~y~grasp thiS d~8.l,role-, 
·whiCh stop~ ti}Ei ~yOt;ng re-vo'hittomu:y ~.nt:t~tli.ectnals ~~ niet..1n that pS:i:ioe. ~-..d ,wr..o 
had in fact been bO'rn under the impac:=t cf that movement fr~ practi~e. and . . . ~ 

asaoicatcd thernsolvos very muoh with it• £rom tat~ng the full journey to bec~a 

"cottJ.'nl,ers with_us. Hhat P&·1 shows most exvlicitly is the intert'.dr;.inq_ of this 

dual role of thoary. ·~tis--to ~~ot_~h~ -~v~e~t:r~~'ll ~ac~~e-t~· th~r../.~~th 
x:_e-.Joluti~n~; theory, but .i_t is t-1.9 well _tha.~ theory rnust itself be rooted 

in and- stt-i v~ ~ow~ds ravolut~onary t~hilo~ophy. 
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Tt:.eor.Y S:iieniS to .me· t:.o be the· 'ritedi2.€ion ·of the l'mc,\rement 'fiom practice -and 'the 

mu versali ty.- Of.' philosophY• : -~- J:sr.. ':t. in >faCt·. the' AChil.leS -Heel Of I the _:,A]. ternati ve:s; 

-" ttiet:<·:i:.!fii.Sai: t'O · recogniZe: Ws: dua1 : rOie o£...ttie6J:y •-- their_ refusa.l.:.' to (rOot· ~:them~_
s_eives·---;ia·the·•tot~itY '~f:-the::-H-egel.ian-H~iln dial~ctiC?· ··For·· all-· the'<Al:ter~ativ~.s 
did·.·want -"to-. un11:e ~u~:iL.a.:roove:nent. frcm..::P:i:'S:ctice~ but:-the:Y·-a.J.waY.s~mfSuild~~~-:- · ' 

·. W,hat;'it ~ r_~piesC..."it~~ Trot.Sky::and_ his:_ th~ry:o£7perfuanent~~evol~~~:m~·.WaS::~~-o!lt:~ 
a ·subject of re_v?1titi'On; P.ao with· his· ~-·~r :ana -blank". p~a.Sants···~·-iootGd;,not-_ ·-:-r:
irl- ~e9ell8n; cont~.·"'diction let-. alone Abs6l.ute, -.but .. -in_ his: own "'J;rimary. ~and~ ~econ-
d~ co~tr~c~~~·~ ,;s~;t~e-~-~ ···P~~~ti-~~J.~ert~·: b~~e -~'e' -:~~t_~g9~ ~ cjf :hl:k ~ :~~~s-

.. ,_ . . - - ·- ---- - ..... --. . . . .. , - - " ... · - . 
sive-R~essive method<; In -~th,. you_ eetm,ot g.J::_asp the _movem~'lt .fr~ P~-!l~~ce_ 

to thet>ey-· as a form of theor-r Without. yourself .bei?.g ;:rooted in.· revolutionary .. . - ' - . - . ' . - .... . . . . " ' . -- . . ' - . ... -. . .. .. ' __ _, ," 

phil~sCiphy. . ~tera1~,7. wasn_~_t th~t .. c~neeP.t. '-ts~~f._hoX"?.~from:_ru::':7 ,~~r._ thfOUc;J:J:l 

Hcgel~s ~91-gt~? .;_~d.~th~?t-~aspi~g._that6 vha!=. ca.~--~~ _re~pons~: .I:J~-~~:t ·an 

~te~~~ non-qi,alectical~ i:mposition. It if> t:or :ti.li.s .reason_ that,_al.l __ Wlder;--. "','' ........ -. -··'· _,- '· ·' .... -· ·-
·stan#nq _ of.-.tha s;nov~~t:.£::~ pre.p_~ce_ -~ .. a ~orm of thQC?ry ·and t~~efer~_ your 

response. &s a_,r~y~l~t:':~n~. to_,.i~~-,,:r_e!!ts_ .on gr~c;ping !!egel':S· AJ?so_lu~~ ;_aS: New:. __ 

aeg;,~uu:ncjs ._~.:~~ ~'i:~ pr~s~~~ .in .. ~~~ r, especially chaptu,I of ~· .-... 

It _1~-~~cb~,PteX- l of ,P&-q whichi area.t~- ~he··~rcu..;d £or ,h~ .. wa .. now Vi~w. b9th, .... 
• ·.. ----- ,',' ... _ .. -. - - ' " ••• ··- ·''••« ··~ .. , .• 

t-iarx and Lenin. Ne have ~p~as~zed: ~v. _ ~ir~t }!~x _and ~he~ ?:-eni~ ~~lt eomp_elleq 

to -~rappl~-with the Hegelian dialecti.(:. at certain objective momeJ1ts. Can we 

. .-not~ ~S~ ~~Y_ -~h~t'~~-~- · .. part" 1 :~f:P&R_. ":illy He(Jel·· mlY Now?·_· r~~es-cnts on 

one-·l~v~l iS 'hm!- ttl~ h~gCtian di.~~-ctic 1~- tUrn,. 'thrOUgh ths iil:ior ~f Ma.rx.tGt:.. 
H~~:-gr~P~les wft·h'li~l~x 'cind-:i.eliin?- 'One' c~ see: this in 'h~~ .part I Of 'P&.tJ. 

has ·;o;~ fro:n Harxism and Pr~~~-~s---·~ta~sm· as the.·unity.-0£ Theoey Md Practice 
.._·'. ~:" 1~.: r;._., . -- .. ·:-·.· .- --··. -"' - ;.-.:- -. -· 

to Ha:rxism as a Net..- Continent of Thought,. and how the view·of Lenin expiUlds fran 

J..ei11~ 'and the Oialecti.ea ·:·1\- t~ind i'n. A~J.'~n- .. ·to:-fh~ ·PhilosOphic AmbiVd~ce of .. . , ... 
Lenin_. --It is 'not a qutistion of ~ chwige- of oUr posi don fran :-:i&F to P&n on 

~~~~~-~d- L~n~-· 'a~th~r it-. iS an··-~ahoi~t(tind d~eP-~nq of our ,dsi~n 0£ -th~ 
~d~ the -1mp~~t-tlf 'f.o\..- ri~st:;.;,nwharii~;-i_n unf~:Anq .. Absr;;lute Ide~ as New 

"-~~fh~.~? fr~:·th·e ·J:~sOs ~ -Gos··iiito thE(70s. Did~•e't.hi~ -~J.ve us, far ir.starlCe~· · 
' ., . - _. 

-:il~ C"Jes w!th''t1hich"t0 lool~ at L&nin ana the PartY? . And in looking at Ht!gel iri. 

~c for l!i~~l.f, it is· impOrtant to s~~ ~h~~ Absoiute It'ltia "~Hew B~?imiln~--i~~l-f 
onlY beCOmes arti~a.tcd 'in that lanqua<Je with chapter i o£ ~ "1\l:isOlute ·Neg-A-

, ' ... 
It wa..o; not m(p.ressed in such a manner in the SS lettOrs 

'l ,-

N1th Pld. 1We as Narx.ist-Hunlanists itn~-,.:ercd the challenge _of·-~eatir.g revolu

tion~ t~:;~ that. h~~ b~Sn th~own out irl ~~ ~ut 1~ turn thiS ·meant a new 

ch~llen9e aiici .'fUrt.'lei:-_-_: unfoldrnt~~nt of 1'-..bsol~tq-Idea as New Begimiing, Now that we ··-- •. 
ha~_ ~~-npointcd the new of our age as the- explicitness of the movement from pl:-actice 
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-as its~f a: fO~~-,~f th-~&,t.};~--and. not;-tiuit we 'ha\•e ~et ~-~~- mc:,v~e~-i: with _a move

m~n't fi:,;.n· theii~-y root<><! ~,;. attd striving'·b, be~~;;.~ the fullne.ss of pl_li1~~phy, ' 

: th~-' ~:::~~-~¥-.~-~~~-~~~-~d·_-~e."_-:__ ~ ·-.: ~~~~~~~~~~-~-0-~~~~~~~--~~~;~~-~~-:~-~~}~~-~~ ·-;_~~-~~-:·::_" _, .. 
Absolute Idea as Naw-Beginn!ngt_. How to concretize Absolute Idea·a.s New Beginning 

c'.-~--l<-:i \.·, .;e,·-::·:·-'.·J"~·'··•_. -•·;·.::. 1 '::--~:·:' •'' ·-·-• " ,.,'.~'-·.,-•~:1 ..J·~" . __ , •. -!;.~ 

as_the ni..~eo~~-~-~--~-Organization·for::H~-~~~~~~~~~-<.-.- ,"C_---· '···" .-._,_~ ~-:--·':-~ 
/;,II.;,. Absolute ·:rdea as· ue'w Beqi.rinin9,·. ·p~rpect.i:V~s.:fcr .Diat~CtiCs' of --M~st-HIDn-~-~ 

··Let_ m~ ~ay at_ the }?eg~~~l!9 we ~~.re.:.!?'~~ct:iced_ as ;a~:z.:~s~-H~~s-t; ;orglmi.-.: 

zcitiorl _f_or _'al.mos_t __ thi''l:ty:ylaD%s. ·so ve ·a:re:hot.at all."wfthout: a reyolutiona7:¥ ·t •• 

b~i~'ru.ri~-~J. ·_I~ .. fact .~le ne~:.;~;hlo~ to hri:·o~--;~G ~~49-~0-.l~ners_! .G~~~---~~k~. 
'· - - ·- . . .. ' . . . . _- . ' - . ·- . . ~ . - . - ... .. ' - . ' : 

wil.l..-show how a.Harxist.:..:rUmar.isf--tendeOcy pl:-acticed even before _.we .w~·e .. a.~arxist-. . . . . ' - ' ' ... ,- - . . -. . . .. . . " "• . ~ .. ··- .. 

Hu:n_~~t o~ganf:.~~tiori. :nha_t. 1~ t~e dist.in~~hi!lg _mark in the~~H~'.!.--.w~.-~e _now 

l'ti.thin, the .1980s • .-is not that we a~e. _fi~~t. d~s!=qyer~?9'. or beccmiJ?g· a_-~_'larxist
HumarJ.st organization. Rather it is that witi:1 the working out of Rosa Luxemburg 

Homen's -Ui:mr3tion ·and-HarX_•s··Phil~SOJjh~_ Of RevOlUtion'. _and_~~h- . ;.,~ ~p-~~_fie
a1l.y Harx's ground for organization ·as unseparated fro.-n revolution in pe.nnanence. 

we -ax"e -~0\1.'" tnal-".ing expl.icit, not clone that t."lere ·can be no. i-evol.ution without 

.. a. philosC)phy 9f reVo~utio_n, but tt;tat there cannot be· revolutionary organization 

withOut the deeP persistance of philoso.:?hY l'o-i. WI! 1 t. 

Think wh~..re .we ha.ve traveled to Come to this revolutionarY Inoment. ~le have. 

rejected any_ concept of. 'l'rotsky • s pennanent 'revolution as a kind ·of continuator 

of }1arx•s revolution in permanence. He have ::jieparated ·ourselvesksharPly frcm 

Lenin's failure to have the deep persistance of philosophy wit'hin his organization 

even as we grasp and abSorb his revolutionary enco~nter on transfor.mation into 

opposite from F!agel 's dialectic. ;.-ie have embraced Luxemburg's appreciation of 

the spontan!ety of the masses and her posing the question of revolutionary democra

~ after the revolution, but find no aid in her ~efusal tc creat~ a new organi

-Zational form in her day, her refusal to have dialect1c..c; be more than a tool 

against others-, not a pathway for her o\m revolutionary self-devclo_pment. t'le h"lve 

d~ ... '"lic-d r:a,..-x-Bngals as one on attit.n.--'l.a t¢ rnan-v;c."'i"«'\n_. to ::avolut!on: in non-c~p!tu.J.-. 

1st l_ands, to the· fullnns.S of Marx's concept of a philosophy of revolution, 
led 

nut most iMportant we have travel the full J.ength rind breath of llarx 's new con-

tinent of thoUght 1841-1803• and have now explicitly brought forth Ha=x es phil-

osopher ~f revolution i~·pennanence creat1n9 new ground for orqanizati~n. This 

concept. a central one in the new bootc:, in turn had :!. ts roots very nr..tch in chapter 

I of ~· In nLWLl~i ·we have spoken about how. parts :r and II in their separate 

way.s helped ccm.pel part III. 'l'his is nc. .doubt true._ But what is equally true is 
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'that it i.s our:vieW o:E.Hegel.'s wol:-k-whic:l-hel.Ped gi.ve d(.>C1.~:;._ve sh~-t.c-lu:r~·\..oe--'!-~~;.: 
~~--·_in th-~::i-9s6~-~,~·~~o~ is~·lt·:;.~~~-.:r~~:i~ti~;-~~:-~~~ri6~.,'~~~;:~-~-s 

·_ .:._,,.:·.•.-i""···:<., • .:::,,.-, -1·-~ ·-:.;•.<-:;_;-_} . ..:.:": ;,{7:). '"'·-···..:;:-:·~;. •·, ,_ .• n.,·--· ·-·1 .. ,,, '· .... _.:;:, ·- .?·__.•.··~>:J' ·:~·;:;:~--:.~.~ •. :.:_ · 
tr~lation' of .. Absolute Negativity a.c; New Begi.nninq as c~acteri~ing; th~;-l.if~rk . 
. ·:_, ,· ". ,·-_: __ . :-"i:,;. i.l~-~.:;_0, ;:,·• ... :,()' fJ>f"O. .::;.~,c;-, ,'\~ ~-;.-:~;.,::,·:~·:.<:-•.·,· :,-< ·,",.',l.'o~:.•_ ;~•;--::~: ·'i·'~~\.":;. .:~::•.::. •1c~·,:-J. 
of Karx'l--- We· are not here -speaking of Mane as theorist. o£ ~ent. rey5)1ution, -~ . · 
~--~.:.. "::', ;_-;;.-~-: --.. •;-!";: ·~r..- .. >·.'--'·. • ."'u .";. _-:;;_-: ,_•·:o.; .'') .~::' :;::::• .'~.: ·._:.-,_ .- __ ,-: t::".;-:: . .; • __ ;·_ ·.-.-,•, .,~_. ,-;~;-~;-_;. ~-:~.--~ l.(,_,--;·:1'~ _ 

----~~911:.-i;ha~·? csp~aJ.ly through his 1250 Address to' the."~~st :;.ea(]9_e, __ w~~~-8:\.s.o_· 
.'-.-· ·.- ,, ,' , -, ';l'::.~;;:,,·-;;:·,',•--;:;_,,•~:".•;-_;_-~:.·-·:_ .r>•l.-:·~.:.:.· .• ;.;_--,,,• -:·-··_,·;.'~'·'_:'..>:;.;-~-;·,; •.:.-,,.<,:'•• -_' 

t...-ua~ !nstsall _when_ we_ ::;peak -~Z a phi-losopher_,cf ~ent revol~~on. we ar~: 
., Ei.n~pa5s!.~~ :_hOw .Jrand-st~~un:anism:.vi~_~:tnti.~tet.ii1 ty·:of . .-~:~s. Work·. ,~s·4i~l8s3; ~:hOw-_ 
t!~- W~ __ :~~nstailtl.l•_ looldng. cJ; :_nmr_: fo~- ;,f_ pr~Ll~on,:_ new :-ubj~,?~f- :i-~~lii~OJi; 

::·:~:i:t~:~::;~~~::~:c:~:~~~!~:eH~i:t:1~:.;t:~s~~.:;~:. ·.•. 
-·diffez·ent,·~pecific: h~es( £oi ·his" Phi:lbsePhY7a~--·M££etent·~hi.St~~:tC'· ~en-ti;~-~ ··tihfit·:~ 

we:_ h8.ve' chOs~~---o,. dO ··Wft~:-~~·.i,S:-:tO·:-sw-am~iZe 8S. a~·:riew be9-iillii'~g hoW- W -:Vie~:-~-
_narx;-~--~ phi.loSO~~~·-O£ ·revolUtic:i·=.in; peX:m:inellCC·;- we' nOW<Proc~ed~ W:ith'·_·hOW to' 00ii:.:.,

cretiZe·1:hat· £0~-_-our·.-da_Y 'cis''~9rouncr·fdr;Oicj3.rrl.Zation~-: 
. ::. --'' .. ,, : ;.., . :- ~ ~-- "·; :-; : . .. 
li -hOpe to continue. t.~s qUestion in ~e~ ___ pf_ re,:olJ'.t-}.f',nltry:,prg~i_za~?n ·_an~ . 

. .., : out:··p.lrt.iCip~t.:i:on-.'in· :r..atin .Arnt='Y'icn.i1· n~.ml1,t-:i.on.S -at'·the ·converition) ·--- .. · -~--· · · 
·--' 

--~ 

-· ·.-

.. - ·- . 
. --:.•, 

:- . 

• :~ l - ~-. 

.. ... -•' 
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. OUR·- PAR'I'ICIPATION"-Il-i TEE 1949/.5r:·--:=·Tnit..""£ 
{Raymond, Los Angeles) 

The· 19~19/So ~Miners· stiike and otii paificipation in it-:·~-1as one_ of 
the -~_!eat·est· }ligh~o:bitS I 'haVe t>~itrl.essed in -the· revolutionary mov~
-men·t· •. ··The :m_i~ers·- .. ge_~e·ra:f stri"ke Caine 'in' res-ponse to the 'introdu;;
tiOTl'·of-~UtCiritat.iOh'·.i·n·- ·thf{ coa.lfieids-; •. ,Ji'e,-re Sevei;:,l' 'of Us' in the. 

• •.--- ~.'o•-,·,Lo•y _,.,,--\""~'- ,-·•', _ _.·,- • , _, '"!'' , , , "-', _ _ _, •' ,., •.-• . ._ ,. _,' ··~.·, 
Johnson-Forest Tenderi(:y'had ·been~·dcdng politiCc:il ~.;ork''for·•some y¢cirs. 

· .. _·- ·. -:•-_. ... , :-:, ;~--·-; .•,- ··:!."'c' .-' •'. ·,·,·· ·., . ·:.:•; ,,. - :'· -, ·•-•·::; -. ; r- ·',-·.: 

. The'dentral issue in the strike Was over seniOritY: the mi~ers 
__ neV~·r. had'·aen.iOritY _ri9hts~ __ so· -YC~u"CciUld :he_ 'fiZ.ed_:_·_fOr'-anYthiri;;--:;_,·.~o£~ 
· .'t·en_. .th~· :strongest:. mati~ _ ,.;O_Ul._d ·J?e:-~·put· ··on ·':tli"e _. ma~chirie~~-:_ ana; _a'·- iOt .. Of __ ··fa;_ -, 
~ Voiitism t;J-aG' uSe_d-by 'tb~'·£oreman ill ChooSii-1'9.>-.rhO- ~-lOiild ·run· it:t·-· 

-·. '.~. ' ,• ' ~ . . . :_ . .: - . .: : ."" . •.· ; - ' 

~--~~en' t:ii-e co'Iitir;uoUS' miDE!'r caine in~- it'· chang~d ··:the_ niC)de·,·~of pro-
._ 'dUCtiOn~·-·..rithin --thfi;'niiries ;_ -- fCii:' evel:y _· COnt_~nuOifS:.· nlini·n~f-::n8chfne. _abOut 
-18- miners becarr..a.- unemplOyed .. , :rt'· -~-·J:;is -an· __ Unsa_f_e atlo~ :aangerous ·maCbinal _
a_.mah .ldl).er. _Tha_t'_s ~·~hat the workers_ Called it .. ~.rhe "'ork~_.~s t.,anted 
to_-kee-r;> off that.· _·ma·chine,-·"So-·.theY .struCk' for Seniority· "rights;, which 
miii:Cirsi'did ·not' have-·at :that ·tinte·.-- -- · 

The st·r·:i.k(f l~u;te~-- seVeral> -inorithri arid ·'involved- :about lOO,_boo· min
ere~ a11. through northern ··1est Virginia.. It: ~.,as a ne·_.,· Sti:iC;Je 'because 
the_ s_tri1~e ~ ... as· not sanctioner] Qy the union _leadership. _ Johri L._ Le~'liS 
·9PPo_se~ :th_e :str_j'k.e_-; ccilliri9 the· cOntinuoUs· mi~er "pi:-ogres·s_-1

: no_ ma~
t.eX:--~~w· ·~atiY --,"Q::Cke_r·a,~it COrisUtned. _ rrhfS'._is the ~ai;ijitudC: ·of al\'UJ1:ion 
'bU're~UC_J:atS_/ b~fore . .,na_' cifte£_.19~19, to conSider· 5ny._kind· of:·-auto~a
tiOri as· "PrOgXeSs" 'even· '•-llien·it k.il1.S-.yCiu;~ There are a··nulnber of 
:~in.iolt 1.'10ca1'B:-;,th(i-Vo#e-d 'i.n_ favOr ·of the -st_rike .. _ :J:-n ·one -of·- thoSe 'lo- _ 

· ·cal_s '-JOhftsori..:~oreSt· ':leopte were: a·CtiVe~ I. betieVe··nnny· .,ian_·_its' :·10C.::l~ 
·p~esid'e~_t>~- '-~·!hat~~als·~·· flgU_red·.in the·: stl:ike··was ·the T~ft-Ha·rt:~ey· anti-

.· 1 abol::>iciW~-_ ... _~o~hi.ch ·had -been ?_as sea.· ribt tong before·. The miriers· we-re 
cha_l 1 etlcji.~g· the ~~Chine, t}la. :uriio~, the· g_~~Orlunerit .. 

.. :re had an orge~nizatJOn t:lOt.m- there ·at the -time, .. NhiCh. Played· a 
part in the st_rike. _A 1~1 of us had been active_ in ~he mines for_ some 
'p_eri.od of .. t'ime';o I had- been _·ffrBc=r "'_nil bl~c'kliSte~ 'not long a_fter g_~t
tin9 :tn (this •_,1as· he' fOre the strn{e) .· 're We're _·all.-·veterlins'/~_cOll_ege 

--:st~dents, ~.vho :,.,ent' to "'fest Virg~nic! k'no,d.ng' that _the millerS -~>~ere the 
in6st 'r.ev_Oiutiorlar~i s'ector of ·the Ainerican \o/Orkers. The min-ers \'lent 
oUt on sti'ike :in 191\.3: rjqht in the ndrldle of.· tn.e· ,.,ar, ··arid -.~..re kne,,., 
that. so we -_Went: i:o_ ··-rest virginia- he·causo ;.,e •.~anted to have a -min
er-s' ··Voice '"ithiri the Anterican ·RevolutiOn·~- 1\ll'·af us had- grOWn u--p 

:in·_-_ the c=IEiPros~--i~ll ~and: b/f.mt th.rouqn .t.he \.;i:t.r·, a_rid .,~e' cl~,;tn•t· see 'c_api
:-t8li8m g:fViJ19. u_o 'ai1y_tlli.ng- exCept" mOre depressiOn- arid ·i·7ar~-" .. -So-,- firgt 
aS o ___ tendency_ ;o~i_thin· the- ···Jorkers l?_arty; arid- later- as· one'· Within the 
Socip;lfst. "Yorkers 'PartY, -~.,e __ 1.,.ent ·to- d~ wor1t 'in minfng coUntry. 1\fter 
being blackliaterl myself and Bo~ 'Others 're:..e·nlis-ted· in sChoOl C'lt the 
·uni~versitv_ _of ·"'c::~t'~~!i~iji.n!a· at nor_9~nto'-rn~ 
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. ·:, , :-then. the __ at;rl!<e- ,};>ro1(e .. ·out; -1:,he~e- •-Te,J:_e. s~veic:- i Johnson-)!orest mem-
~:r:s·: ;m:~rk~~rig~ .. in'.,_the._._Irifnes 'iri ·add_itif{n.~to ... thOJ'le_ ·p£ .. Us. ori ~.th9 ~C~nnp~s_ .. 
:T,h~:;u_n_i6ri .:_fun~ .. waS_ ,eXl-uSu~t;~d· t~}le·n .'.the_.S_tri"kf3 ·_b~ga_n,_--.~b_Ut·._ the .Wo.r~-~rs 
sai::l·t·o. he\"l .with_· that,_ .~~~e _ aren•,t_ qOing t·o_.'tet 't~'a't. '_":?.tOP~· us .. fr_om·: 

,. stri~in·g_.a:9-ai~st·: the· ~cont~~uou·s_·mi·ner~ :- fiO .afi_:_-the··atri1~e· :r:,r_c;,gl:'e(J~_s'ea 
· -~ _:-·theie -r.4as hutlger· _and ste:l:Vat;:on· ·-;_n· FCOtts Run~ -_ti9- -had --a 1Cica·f Or9an.:.. 

;.i~<!,t~C?~--.. .an.~ .. a:·I?-2\_i_ona·l.Cjrganiz_a,tiqn ·and r.;e use.d_:-._it ;t_o_.;help_ ~he· mine_rs. 
~'rin~~s--.~~-~ g~~ncj~ __ ajx)ntaile~~f;l~y "·'f~cin. pl~~e. '~o· Place.-a ~~_i ng:: _.fqr".S~l?
p_or.t· and. ~sa~stance .f~Om ,_q.t;hCr, •J~To_r~ers .. · .. :·-~~~-~~d .. co_nta~~-~- _i.n .ne·~~_git, 
Joh~~Y- Zu_v;:!n· ~nd_' Charl.e.:; .. .Denby .in _part~.C.ul.~~-' ~~nd .~~, gave, t;_he:~r.,:a:d
dress to two miners ~.-1ho then made a trip to Detroit. 'T·ie a1 so cal ted 
them.in_ rie.troit ·to set. up. some woz:k: .for .. tlte_-miners ... In: the" U.J\:1 there 

.r..Tas considerable :·sYmPathY :"'iith :the: st~.i.ke, __ ili.nce. ~s·o ~ny_ ;.,~~~e_rs _oi.n 
-Dct~oit .oJ:j_9~I?-ai:ty_ coine.:~:rOrn"mj:n:iFtg .C-oq.ntrv~_... . ._ '.:.~~·:· ~ · 

. ' " ' 

. : -The. ·r_~sutt:-~~·s .-that .. zUpa·n···anif Denhy ·_we:re. ac~ive,·: ana_, .th~ir. wOrk 
resulter:l in UA··~ r.ocal ·fi('\0 spe'arheaQ.ing a City~wide! diive and_.qq~3 
trailer trucl:::s fu1 t of food and ·Clothing· for the· striJcing min'erS. 
:rt .gave _us ,a. rea.l.l..if~ to .a~:- h~?~ .. mu.ch_ ~._sii'.al}~ group, _of-. radicals 
.cou~d a~hiev-e •. 

. : . ,-~ -~-~~t- ~e. -:Jan..e· t_i_l~e h'c. had .Ot.ir,_cjr~t.ip ;~t th~ . univeiS:i.tY •. --. :~ie~~~u~~ 
have _written· .hunrlr~ds, of l.etters to everv labor' Ol:g'anizatiori' in the 
Ea-stern ~ild r~id~~,fest l.Tniterf_Statfa·s t'%v_iri9 tO get their sUppc?rt~~for 
the- <ostZ.ike.·· -.~re: got::~ome __ l::~_sPon'aes_ and_ cOJ 1.~cterl. spm_e_ money_ -this'··..,ay.; 

.. Th~ri--~·1&~- got' the .. idea,.to pi_cket. ·a .. hask_ethall_g.aine ·at the-- _camPU_s~;_ 'the 
·,.most; ilnpor1::ant baake.thall. ganie of- th~ veal:. Thi~ ~.,a-~n •'t .SUch·;a· COm
;.- lnon. ,t~i.~9 to_.d0 a-t tba· tin~e,---·t>ince._ th'e, ;.!~st Virg:i_nia ~Uni..vCF~-'i:~y~ .--~~~

run by .the mine opc!~·t;?rs.,r. -'I'~~~ _,_.,e';rs: .on .,l.ts ~oard--9"1;:',-r,Ust_ee_s_,,· .they 
ran the place. At that ... thne- .. the school, wns _rnost1y ;t1ppe~;-cl~as_ ,n:t:, 
uppar mi~dt"e claSs. But th~·re· ~.;e~e· ·a lot Of ·vet~ranS ·Comiri9 O'nto· the 
campus ·~ho •-rere ~ .re(!l· b:r!3:ath. ~f f~~sh ~~_i.r ..... 

··. · ~o Ne .. set .uP ._this .~ick_Ei·t lii'l~· _a_t(.the_ bas1tEit"ball game _i;.t _c;~del:
to Co11act money and--~":fo.Un studen.~.s. O,f :the .st~il{·~~ · ~hls' ~.,~s '?.u~. 

· WP~y of b~~a'kinq nown th.a d~vislron bot~..ref-':rl. mel'}~_et.- an~ manual,_ ~t~een 
'hardhats• .and stUdents. _NO,., at this .ti'me thOse of. us in' the .. Johnson-

. Forest -Tendency on. cr~inf'us •·Jer~ .Vecy ,ft-:!~'t!',. :-so •o~e apPrOq.Ch~ri the. ,;c,r~ers 
.P~rty on ca~PUs .. nivlJ a'sl:erl for .. th~in .to -jOin .irl -~ur pic'k~~ tinS. They 
.h::::"L:th;;;!r . ..v~.-.-.-~·~.;ct"'!~_.:;r:r f:~ternity~ -hcu.se'-'. on--the_ C!!mpua; thOt-.gh· _A_·. 
don't _thlnk·thev. h~rl. anVon~ ,in the .mi.nBs. 'You never· ;heard So. mai'ly 
sxcusas 21,s, to· .• .,hv they 'couldn't 'join !-JS on. the_ pi.cket ·l:irie--thotic]h in 
tlla "nd tht>y cnme by and joined it. '"e kept the. picket up alt through 
the _game .. ~.t<J1d co~ 'te_ctocl qu~t·a n bi.t .. Of. rnon'3y.. lofuen it_ -was Over .• ~e 
snid to•.-tha· ".!J?. sinco, you 9uy:: .. a;:-o_ in the .rt'.ajOr:lty hel:-e, 'V:e 1 1 L give 
You the honor of l'1cl.:lve:C-ing_ the, money to ... thc mine:-::: nt Scott•:s_ nun. 
n.ut th~y r'3f'.!Serl t~ de !t: nothinq coul~ ma'kn- them go to the ~cotta
nun working claos nroa, so 1>1e hnd ana of our own neopto in the J-T!'l'
go clown nnd givo It to tho minors. 
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.. ~h~·, .9t!te;r ra~ica ls., r_e~t;~OJ?.~erJ .to t[le·- strike,_ in _the s<l_~e . '_'tnaype. 
~- :I: ~':loport; __ YC!ri• _,t~l?Y;l?~: :(, d_orl __ ·~~·~-~.~·:J~Y.. ~he._ ~-rn_,.~qOK _-the:, p:o~_~t_;i5)r( .i;:~a·t~~ 

.:rq1"tn · __ ,L .. _ ~~~is_.,..,~_s •?L ~·gie'a.t -~l~bOr:· ie~-~~r-~·- ~-- ·. Th~Y- ·prJJ:i:te~ :- t~a,t ~n. · __ :··. 
:!.!!!! flfil.ita_n~ _·right)1t :the bei'ght ~of :~th~_ 'strik;~.·:· .Ple·.~r;o· .. '-:'~7' f~~~~;l~ 
thG_ S_"~".TP_·at-the time, bUt •-re· -~·1ouldn't distributC'The Militant ·,_'ll'hen· 

... -·,· :_,f:ha_t~ .C.affi~_- ou_t ..... J'•te- 'said,, hell~ _._the ,_miners are~·going ·out: on_ stri'ke 
: aga _inst,_.J:o~_, L~-:- -L~~~~: .. ~rid. tJle ,·_f:t·]t) -· ~ay_s~: \te: s~O-~,-d. --~~~mS:I/ie·z::. _: ~-~~t(_~ ::r:if_eat 
l.abor~-leadeF!i- The_ S':lrP _.didn',t,·_like··\~nat: We_- ilf t~.t_e ·J_~,.t.;a~C. doing:·in 
l-~est-__v3.'rg_i_itia~~-·. riot ,f_~om-~the. _sta_rt .. ~ _,._-TheY'·~aj ted ·us~_ ··~.d~~lj~U~~r.~·~·~;:-- ana 
·you_.. always _-h~ard. acCUGcJt_iOn·s ·o_f ·_"srna_l.t- mca:;_s' Partyf:':lm-" being·:_thio'~ st 
uS .. : .The_ :s:c/P.,ha-il a _Tri~~t~:ite_ ~r-•ee_tim{~o_ i~·-YaUng_StC:Y,....J.i W~!'!re some,~ ria
tiona 1 re~;resenta_t.ivea:. · ·( i nctudihg __ ua.rrY- Bra'v~·ncah \-' "trie~. ·to-.' t~lk' -:us 
cut· of -~upportii-lg. __ the' stril:e .. _ -~·7e ·_aaia_ to: our~e·tves,. if the. ~(rp t.ian.ts 

··to· fo:rcf:;:, us_. to st~P s;,_ppo:d:irlg .th~ ~iners·,=: ~-~e•:i.t issUe_' a. bu1.1et1,r1~· 
a?d .split from·- them _on ~~~·;_-_spot~ . A tl thro~_gh __ the-_ strike' theY -~On:: 
t1!\ued _t~_ pllt -~ut material saying bot-1 great John L. I~e·wis was, when 
,.,e_ -<?'PPOSed :everyt:.hing Jle stoo~ ioi'. 

· .l:_-dO~~t .. b~lieve·_-the ;.:.,t? __ e-ver came ·aUt as_· -strong for Le~,is~·· _th.O~gh 
theY,· certainly .didn,• t-: :til:e ttT~at .Y.,e ·were· d~i~c;(~i~fhe~ .. : _ ~lJe~ _11~-~- ~0-
be· ~-pushed -to do_. anything .about'- the_ strike, nnd they_. didn 

1 
t r_ecogni?:e 

_wha_t- ·it < repres.ented ~ -~:-rhe~/ -~~Jei:o._· more . fnte_i:-eSte:_Ci_ in- Cha.:Sin:~i ;.i£ter· -~1;~ 
· · poll.ticos.- !\11: --throu.gli ·.this Pertoi:t-._~e 'he~rf(-'talk._th~i.-the· J-r.T .. i!l .. 

Nost Virg_ini~··''11aS_ ub':f.tti':...:_l..riad'e'_rship". -I ·iV:ln''t_' l<nOto('~htii-a· _that 'k'irld 
of talk was· _comi.ng· from ist·-the time·;·· i1or 'did I· urid.e-r'at2.nd' -u:;: since' 
atl,--:r:_,.,as ,_doing was sul?porting the_ miners .. - nut a;ter the. sP\it in ~ 
the ·JFT ::T hea.rd· c~ L: R~_ ·James· '"'a.'s 'the· o_ni! r.:'~l ti'i-ig _uS "anf:i,.7l.eadership

11 

.. 

lie e!lso .didn'-t. have ;~~h .. of __ a· retatio.n' to· the. st:Cike.. se. C?nty ·Caine 
do•.m to _,._-last Virginia onCe,·. a~d _,tha~t ·;-~~B "to tal<'e. a_ ~;,all~_ thiOugh ·-the 
·univ_er.sity. 'f!e didn•t' eVfm'l)oi:her _makiitg' the cUSt'orriary Vis~t- _to;: 
Scott •.s Run.. . I.t _seems h.e -~~ras more interested i.n eh-e goings~on···in 
New. York than·-r·rsst Virgini~ ... · . .;._ ,.,_, 

naya on the other hand hod moV~d d~>~n to- Pittsb~rgh ?rOUnn ·1947, 
and made S~Veral triPS- to ··rest Virg{Z,Ji8 before and.'during the"otrike .. 
Thetre '"'8S contact ~>~itlt miners ;;mr'J I bel jove this expe~icnce hac1 much
to tlo ,.,ith th.l"l <.l.;tveto-otnent of Marxism ann ~reedom.. 'il'hat naya S2!1'<~. j.n 
the strike '"'ss that nrorlnctionh·a-rl changed '•11th the introduction of 
Automat~ on, and ther~ Core the oracticl! of the ,.,.orl-;ars •1outd change. 
as well. "t'ha • .,.orke-ro' ntrugtjlen '·1ou1r:1 mean rl'is:tng ne•o~ issues c.nd 
quustions. · 't-he;' ~trike h".!c"'nmA the t~'king <'f!' p('lint for a_ new_._fo_rm of __ 
prac:tica, enrl it '-tao from thin iilea thRt r•c.r.xi:s1n- and Preettom -developed~ 

nur active suonort of the strfke cnme from understanding the 
mo..JI'! of _pi:-ocluction _and its ro1.ntion to socif'!ty. 't'o us there waS no 
cioubt th"t the lntrodu.ct:ion of th"' ntltomator. m.incr meent -~ rir~~tje .
chr:ngr: in the: ~ode of r.rot!ucti.on. ··'hi!!n yon tllt'k -£'bOut- lnnvlt",d~ Qf,' 

thouannds of jobS ~aing elimin~torl hy tho continuous minor, you ~re 
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t~).}d~~9- ·abou.t. a. d~~st·:f.~· ch13nge ~in rPX:'oduetion:' Th~ra __ .w6~·-'no~·_'qUesti_on· 
· on --~u;r _:;ta_rt· ._~h_at. both_'. t.hEf- in'trOduCtiO~- o·f. ~the~ cOritinuous· mi_rier-··and:_. the.
_min~J:!-1 )9~~1.~~- a9eiiuit~·'it rep·res·ented:~'a' .new· a'tiolge{, s·ometbi'il~r the-~'Otber 
·ra,.?i~F.?JTS~-~~'P)-~--~~~--.s~~- 7 _·< · .~;<:·· --~ ... - :--:-.··· ,·- -~· -- ·· .. , '·>' -:·c_:.c•'·{~; ~ 

.~r -.0·;~ 

__ ,, -.~ _ ~r;·~:-.;~-e:i;~~Yi~?~.-- ~~C~t.?.·.r:_i~~: -o~_f:_"u~.d~~r~ta·~~~~g tli~t :was ·th"~t-~-·t·fiven'.·b~~fOre. 
the _strike~: '"e;· ,had· di scus __ ~_~ons·.- Snd _a_tUr.tv· _orl~---r"'n·rx -an:a--·t-~a·rX!am' .. :~.-:::~.-HO:~;e 
.thari. ft_nythiilg. _at·' .~hE{ tin~iversitY, .· W~- ha_a'_·(c;lasGeS-~ and_ di·scU·risforis·-"_On 
~~~~~--~m·.· .. ~·7_~-- r~a~. ··tne;· ~n:_~?.s'ic.· ~.,oz:~S~:.;"'a.nr:·~ L~mi'n.:·_'.'rrotS~Y .. -· :. -Y~~ had_ 
~Ta~-~~B .on .r.larx Is. _ca'ni tal-: I re"ca l;t- ()ite' tll'{ng· w_e' _StUdied_ -wa·s. 'Ra'ya·•.s 
_po1.emic -'JW'ii;h c?.r-i:er_cove_r_ c8Pita1,_· _iri- additiOn _tO_ 'the··rO~lie_r_ 'tOings'·by 
. ~e_r :~e. re~d._·: .. ~re_ ~eren•t-_ t)l~~test: :'bUt·_. ;.,_e~ kil:E!W"thE!OrY,--'We kn_ew 
tha,t, __ the" ~cap·i~a ,:;, ~Ho_r 1 re ta t_icin ;.at··. tbP- 't,O·iri"t ·- Of ·prOdUCi:'!.bn· ·wa·s: key • 

. t<~?~··t· ·bel:i.e:v:e:·anY" ·of tJie· oth~'r ~i;~di~S-is'-·Put.-the·· k'irid- 0£ E!_mpha.sis 
_we· dir'J iil s~tudying'·the mod6 ·af ProauCtiOn··•ana hOW-1-fa1~·~Unde'istoOd' ·it . 

... - ' " • : < < _. -· • .- •• - : ••• ·'. '\ : - ; • • -- ·:.• ~ • • 

-·7hen the strike hroke, out, W'e '(1{a·n·•t." knot-,·atl-'Of 'what it··.i:epre
sented •.. It . .!'faS only later, in the l950'.s. that it became clearer .. 
At tlj~{ i;i;,me_ of. tlie st.ri'k.e.- ,..1e Jtaie;., ·. j t· t.ras iinP'ortant· -·~~hell 'a·-· miner asl~ed· 
".~<!:1t)~inl(o£: .,_.a~o-r ShO~id- ma:n- ·p0 ·r£Ortn?\• :-- ·n·ur 1rn.~mbers"~-tn:: the· \:nines 

.· bi.-Otigjit i.'~-- ~'sOrne_ ·-atit.teilte.nt·.:.S_::_f.r.O'm miit"ar:i~th·a_ t-·.shO·..t_ea· u·s· the.- strtlggl.a~ 
w~R. i.~Or~;::sn~~--- ,~ :rt .g~Ve ·.uR_· ·a''s_ei}Se O-f~hO'l.., ·net.., the···stiike ·"'as,_- thoUgh 
.-I~·:thipk: .n~ya ~c~\ight 'ri\orS-'.O_i ··~That ·_i.;.a-a- net.,_;·_ in. _tha·t'···it- :became t11;9 -basis 
fOr ;her to _d_~:velQP .)1-tarXiSt-riurnz;niSm. Bllid. r-1D rxisni. and. r:-ree·dom: ·.. _; 

, , I • - - • -'. . • --' - - -,' - ·. • ~ ,; . ,•,; :; . .. - ~ • ' . :-- -: ··. .. ·•.-.- "" 

.-~:·~~-Old.~~ k{~~~- · y04 '_"cari -~z;y 'thaf :'ev·e~ ··thou-gh th~ st'rike · maY."'nOt_ ''h~ve· 
won, .it .. did s'ometbin9.'.iJnPortant.. :rt chattenged_'the: continuoUS m!·ner, 
.AutOmation~ -~ _J;n.stead ~f-_brin9i'ng {n, nrogresS -'like' L-eWis sai.d-:it would 
it .. crCa1;ed AP~;:.1 a'chia; .~omething"- the ··sociC)lOqifltS are st_ill~· ~trying. •". 
to ·exp1zdn _todaV~ 'It •,o~as a ·_ara"at ··aX.POr.ienCe to; SAe·-_minera·:-cha11enge 
the government·.- the uClion~'-'the rnOr~e· 'of-· nrOduction .. - cttll at once.'_., ·J:t 
was an ·exciting e](t:lerience for rne, becaUse an ·a revolutionary:-'"ho' hod 
an o~gani_z~tion _and worked on. the ce:~mnus it sho~~d whnt ldnd of 14ork 
you can do ___ -fOr, th~ _w~~:''ki~g cl.~~t,f;S. · 

,, 

;:., .. 

'\! 

,' -... 
,, .. 
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DX~CtJ~~ION' I'J!IT .19"-~-50 ~-~I:NE~ f'!E}!E'Q~"L ~'l'...,IKE 

-(Frank, ~ay P..rec:'!l 

_,_.- ••a_v 23 .' -:t981 

., .. 

_ __ Eli~1..0iiCa_ are -t~~~ ··_c~~iC~S;; 6£·· ~-a-nUs-~i:-1~~-s- -r ·jUs_t·· o:=ti."sco_vered·.'in·-:rny · 
co_ll.ec:ti6n of _-papers.- They are ·SO l:'el·evant to the proje_cted pamphlet 
tha·t----:f' thOUg'ht- i.t · lj'e·st··.-·ta· 'dUplicat"e; tne·rn- ·for you~' and send-· tbem off 
post-haste·. · · ~ :" 

I've made nO corrections.. ':T'he_ ;typed one "Tas one of the documents 
that pr'eceded the correctj on·, not ;'preceded"' bUt ohvi.ousl.v. after . 
reading:--the end of l t, · th.at foll-0'~9d the. sp1 it •·rith the F'~TPo. It must 
baye __ biilen '117i:i~ten, t'\en ln 1952 and ·~ould have been one of the docu.::. 
mente in the hanrls o-f Inembe.rs o£ tbe. "ohnSon-Forest grcup_at· that 
time .. 

The otl-ter ,C?ne_., b.-'ln.d•·rritten, ~·ras obviously addressed to C.L. ~. 
:James. .I'd comolGtety fOrgotten_· about it anii even nO'"' don't 'k.no•"' 
~hat wa!:Ltione· •·1ith it·. :I e!ssurne.! ·sent a COP).' of· it off to C:Ll?.J-. -
but_-,·'t'm not at· a1.1 sure that that is-· So .. Neverthel.ess,· after reading 
ove_r ~IDickly, as t.rell .~s the typed one,_ 'I t_l·dnlt. even rio•4_, ,tha~ _they 

·are -.together i.nvalttab1.e nortrait~· of that time and plac-e-."<:_ i· J1aVe_--~no ~r • 

.,"-id~a ... at _._tlle rn~meflt, ·_,.,hat _might ·?~·,_pone_ •·rith theitt .other -than tha~_ yOu 
~nd .. an.voUe ef~~ ,\>;orking. On tha. OrOjected PltmJ?hl-~t- ~ilou\d·_:se~ them . 

·,;and :ble- might .. hegi_n ·oi ncussing_ ~herit _as 1.1n a~.n ~0~~ t:~e Wo:":~ ilheaa. · 
·"' -~ -·· ~-~> - . ",: ,._,' 

nc 1et :ne sav··brief1y fo_r .. no'"' tlte fo1.~_o:·ling· T.Te··:re· nOt··co·n.:: 
cerned, certaln1y, ''lith Co\ mere chionic1ing of the ·sigri.:tfiCcirit-even:ts 
of .that p,erio_r). 'rhe·:rea.t C!Uestion :i.s ho•>~ •-10 _can l?~i_ng to bear the 
-phi losoQ}_lica1-.. insights ·~re !-tav~. aCI"f)lired' ·si.r:t-Ce; 

, "·,:; · _ c· .qn~_.thi~g at~ik~s me. no•,., i s,~ow COTTl'f"'late1y' absent ·frOM oUr .,:1hole 
·,, strugcr1.e ·WHS- CLPJ: .. Everyorle gets mentionen and is involver3 -..:.·every-

one but CLRJ! ,,I s~1sPect tl)e nes~derlt _Editor~al_BO~ro mirlutes··of · 
Pay lEO, and nlga's diocovery of t'he tir::t bulletilt·-iB ·_an·_the -ri~ht 
.track .. _ .. CL"qJ, :t suspect,. ._~.,a a pert'orming e careful 'Jalancing act "l8t:k 
~h~~lf_ -~~~GDing _h~ __ 900ti gi~cea:_,t..r.i t~\- t;h~,' -:•~p _ ~-~~de~s\-t~~ '-_.Jithou~ sayin9 
or.- doing anything oD~nl.V.~gainst,us:-- _'\'hOugh ~is'~\:ist-·at ~ava··r~llhich 
:I ~ad nevor forgotten and ~-~~·d.Ch. i .recai led to- nary' ·later 1"ny:\ ~-R Pre
sentation to_ us-- all_ in oakland lAst rn.onf:h)_, '-18S pt!rht\pS; _Cot'r'e to
thinK.., of_. :i.t no'..:,;- AS l!l)lC't}_!!_._l"'.l~~t: et the grn8t actiona ·,.,., enrf thA-. 

·mihara •.rarA ta1d~lct. ""'"'ic __ hoi! nev'!'r or:c~roc1. to me .. l)efOro. 
-~ .. 

obviously th'!rt! nre jutlgornonts containerl ,i.J,. the documante •.,-hich 
I '"'PU1f"l alter- no'·'· F"ti1.1, thoy ere useful, perhaps. even in their 
innocance. Another ·thing atrfkas me! it ,,.,as that strike that pro-
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·pettod us to·-.rard:.t_he Prea'k -~V"itli the ~-m. t.;rhich har-1 -performed so .poor
.·ty_.lri. that period. J: .hail roisser-1, of courSe. CL~.T· s "'7ea1-:n-es.Se-s 
time. t-to"'_., it 'ic ·a1.1. :too cfear .. 

J:f. __ nec_es_s_ary,_ r t"hin1~ r can ~aenti.fy almost all of t'!'te.,_name~,~ 
tb~ ev~ntS_ rnep:tl Cmet"' ; n -g;.x_aided :termS tTirOu9hout. nne _or tWo ::escap·e~. 

_.__ ~e··;for·~~~~:~_:_~bUt~--,·,e .. c~-n- _l)ol.·d _:up .. _:o~; .. st!cl-i..,_07_ta.~;.ls ~~~t .. ,-t;l:l.e --:W.o~n~:.~; -
.,_·:·-.·.~,._;.- ~· -':---' -:-,~,. ·-:_:-;-._._. _.-~.-~·-.-.-_; __ ~·:: -:,-:_-.:-:-;·;_-·:,-~_;._~:f:•,-~·;· .. ~ 

"':'f ·· ti'-~:s·t~L 1.:--have. more cdi_9-ging, i.t:~.~~~ my~ p~oe_l:'s_.~ ~o_, d?_· i1.l..'l:t._.this :C.~~ti·; 
start.- u_s ;going Yor no·~. 

--~· ·-·. 

~-'l; 
~e~r_,l\nrJY,; " . 

: . . · .. • 
1·-'-

-.. -;.: 

"''-· 

-···-· 
-.·,. 

.:•·;;- .. -

.. . 
~ .... , -,;-./.i~h2'tit-hoPe·,,·-th'af~'th~ t~.;oo old maTiUScr':rPts''of l95l,'52·I''sent~"y"ou 

on th~_~l9t1:97s-o ~ Mtner·-~ :r::-e-hera·l ~·tr:t~_fa~·,-~ou1 cl have· served to ·present' 
-the· ObjeCtiv~_ accioUrlts .. Of. ti.~at ··tna·e.s·i-ve'·eVe'rlt ~ut :·no,.., ti-tBt you :·also 
stress .. mv. reco_1.1ections_ .o.-f.,tba-':_ periort,_ r finn mvself harf! "ressed~ 
"~-~-t ln?_~;s: citn X .. a~d-? · .. z:,?t · p;~ "t-ry; ho·:~~~~~r:·- ·· ·- - .. _. ~- '>. ~ ··· · :·--, 

~i -~-.. c-7~- _Lry;,·-:.·~·.· 

r ~·~"" -~re·~~~ter~' the ·iae;·a O!r. i:te' --'Pam:Phi'e't . in- ;.,uht iC . T~·r tbe"~:FitRt 
t:ime_-in L.A. f'he t•·d.sf:;e-,J-~ou:t: .. ·arms; riA-' On1Y s'1e.-·C,hi'.·no;---a·rlt1·-~x- ·iOu:no 

- -~(Se-J~.-.;-_s'P.e_al{ing_ -,_ouhl.i~1.y_ ,O'q J:ho.~e. ·C\n.ci~nt a:F1:alrs •·d.th .no seriot_,s pre-
. r..a·ratj_ons:~t~, ~.oea,:~- Of·.· hut __ ± -rJ_i1:·f~_-e, ~-- a·s ·~he;· .. ~.t~ ·:Sh_Outf'-~he_9in to grap
.C,let _.'-ii!"..h ._.t.lle_. ''7ho.1e t:h~t1g .. _ ·: .. -,!_~he:..._~'~ ::a ~~-Pe -~l:Oun~ :·_ Wo~1-cl:_it.(be~-:- UPe_fu1. 
fo~: someone .. to. transcrthe our coi11Jl'ients _..;. -~ava 'B. llaymond' s ·or mine?} 

. • . ' ' ' - - • ~ ~- • • . - - ' • ! . 

·- '. 

:;-, :· __ ,nn~_~po-lrit, '·7ort'h~_ret?P.8tir\9" .ErOm-_ln',-_L,'_A~ r~ma_:C-1-:-s, I thi:·n~# :·,.,e~s~·that 
.no·sma11. ,..r>art.,of o\l:i: sUccess "'as _perhaps·_-nufi t_o··our _pericharit_ for-

, :;t:)bi losophy, 'Ftege::', # ·_ et~. · ::."'( re~~~ ierJ_)1Qi;' ~~ya hSd __ brief6d.:_·me·:on'· the 
·· -"itlot.e .. rrues~ion,-o~_· .. "thE: c1::her~' '·. ~~,ry~~h .. ·~A~ .. t~e-, ~~8<1erShi -p- __ thl!~. j_~;. ___ ~.fes 

exam:ln;i.ng. ,':'hiS: connection, .bet,o~een:. r.ihi 1oSophv. nrid-· that· even~··liad .. 
never- O~cuX.e~ .:~0 inS 'befO-re .. -~:i. •ni~··not 'too. s;;re .. as. to ho~·1: s;_gn:f"£iC8nt 
i.t 1s .. Stiil,- it mav he •1orth cons;c1Ct:ing, · · 

.... _ .. ' ·; 
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Eut -as:'I· probe the"·eve·n·t.-I- f~nd ~·sel£_.-examining an-.e~"rli:e1~ ~arid 
late·r _period as well .. -For-· eX~_mple, 'Rriya!s point ·about CLRJ·•·s,,·char9'
_ing her-· with 11 sm~ll ,_:r.nass_·partyistn~ .. -evEm as._he set our c·Ou-rae ,.on: an 
urider~roUn-d :_·ptepa*='atiori -, "f_or ·:the·:;public -fo·r .. abOUt·-:a_,yea:r: arid::'!!~· half·. 
Raipa·_, ~ r:propoSa 1: -~·thEm.,; f tha·;f!_,_ the ·_miners.' :"strike:;' and_:: _a'ctiV_i~ie_s -:-be . __ use~ 
a·s<tbe:iDaSis for· _the. ·12i,J.nc_hfng_ ·~.-of_1the new.- bap~r (n~w-_-=:.i:c:~ :Jn.a_-G-veri :-nOt.,, 
soiue ·thirty_ :y_ear-S· 1a ter}-~·~,::rEmtark;a})1_e · t}\en_.--~_nd_,fn_ow;·. · .in.opfre_s ::fUl:the-r __ 

:~~::~~s ·--~~c~~~~~~~!i·~-~!ti~-~~~~-:·:~~-~;:!e_~~~~~~~:--~-!~~~~~~=-~!c:~i~~:~ 
th<!_..lniners 1 ' strike of -•49-50:.'· ··NotoJt, he·-indulged -hia somewhat"prc-< 
c.iOus notion_·as ·to how---the .pilper ---:8nd the···organi_zt~:tion.w"outd-gro•,..,_-
hot-house fashion, away from _the grea't natural world of life ·arid strug
gle. Gccid!- But hadn '-t-_'this- sam.Er·. hesitan¢y·.'affected him a-!).d' us_ --. ba~k 
t.tlien' ·'.llf'i"'.'lerC. lee;ving the-- ... 1orkers ·Party? ~fhy- ,did ~wa· •...;asta mora time 
in 'the·· ~'IP/ ·Which we .joined ·in·-iate~ '4-7(-?) ·and left. foUr yearS -later 
iri ·'51?- Philoacph·y wcu1.d _have a ;har<l'_ time-diSpelling_ the murkiD.ess 
we-practiCed. 

The poirit, I -think:,· .-is nothing more-.clcarly. defined _the distinc
tions than the '49-'50 miners' stri'ke .. And, no one, to be sure, bc

'gari :to :aee·c.it -more .c:l.early._theri':than R~ya, •.;hO ·properlY ;pursued the 
phi lcisOphtc ·roots ·(the· Absolute·. Idea) of the problem•,that -:=faced· ua.; 
Nev~l:thel'ess, a~.we say·rio•.;··(l983)./-lt:•llaS the -miners~ •. 'strike that 
·prOpel.l'e~d -us_. iri.· the_ new -_dir~Ction,-_,-that. in effect,_ declarec:!._a_n .. :-._.enq 
to~· such·:Jamesian hes:itanCy.- ··Had it riot :·provided: us .:with.·. asDurance -
·that ·we .were· better ·tha·n -the ubest'.' .-·:.:-Had nOt. the,__-.. best'-~ -.been.--the· 
S"'lP; to~ith their-- proletarian eXperience_ and net•.,ork.r reasons for.:which 
,""e:-had-\joined th~m? ·W<Js·not'this·CLRJ'.s elaborate---reasons .for.- jOin-

. ·-ing·--them r.athe:r :than· venturing .into the· worl.d -directly?~· .. NOw, after 
'49~50,- ·wa.~.h~d:·.prcven ·defi:n'iti·..ro.ly.- we •:1e:.-e ·their eul:>eriors.-_.,_ .. 'le.~had. 
beaten them -'.in 'the .most ch2:lleriging .·proletarian environment. of th8t 
time~~-the ritiners' :'struggle! 

:rt had never occuren to me until now that the break tha't did come 
i.n the -SUmnicr of ··sl- from the ·sr·tl? came- bccause:of·.this event more than 
anything_ else. Typical. of CLRJ~ he missed the -point completely .. - - .. ,Then 
the '50 convantion'of the s~"P·came,·he had behind him·tho·marvelous 
iichJ.eVements of '11;.·, Virginia. and t:he -terrible thrent· of~ Pablo and -_his 
·,sta:lini.st con-ception of the revolutionarv, Easte1:n Europe-. If he, 
Jemes, had missed the moment .. for a reat- ;··.enga9-ament 11 rhe) ·hed -once 
atioted Napo,lC:o!l' S "One •: enga~e _et _ nius __ on .voi t!" in ::lee•,J"ing-
the~~, j_n 1947 now he had a great moment in 1950~ ·He ftuhbed it! 
Havi'ng f'lubbet:l i.t .. ·· he sought ·to ·regi.'!lin the initiat:i.ve.dn--the summer 
of 1 51 when he mOtted for··t'he ·breaK.. But he· 'messSd/this up too! lie 
circulated l'l ·special "secret 11 docnment, •4'hich·:purpo!:'t~d to sho•,., ho,._. 
fhe:·_-$'Vp:was dehum;,nizad ·and·.st·aririi'Z·ea e1iouqh to--,~fi:Yt:erri:rc- in.·.~hiu-. 

personl!ll. l.ife!-! A tr~ryic travesty of the basis .for .the break •4'ith the 
-. S~'lPf '\"hat shoutd have been ll great .. moment of celebrntion ·of our ... in 

phi losophica t-or9::~ni?.ationa l indepenclenca -- thanks to our eXPerience/ 
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'1~ virginia- -- shiive'led ~i~to 
-"l?re'ri.ch''would~:sav;!· _, ·: . .. _.· -· .. ; .· 
</''<•;;t~ !_"·:·.~·;•.T,, "' . .<.-! _,_.,c ;•_(, '(.·:. ·.,· · ... ,~ 

· _:ttf.i:s_ .~rue_ ·to.'aay·:-,that _Ne.- 'could see•.thia.-:mo_~i.cle_arly. o~1~y·af=
te_r.:-R;aya •·s :work ori<-t}1e~Abs_olute_~~-~Idei'1_.,_~ 'But-._~this ._,aJso:-·igilor_ea ;·-.thatc· 
-organi~at±on :can :·its_e).f, ne "-~->phi.tO~ophv:: (t.;i_tness our_- re~ia_~ave~ry_ -.. 
of r~arx~_s "Critiaue··of:·tne ,_Gotha.:Proqr8mMet. -.our c.onvict:ion~th~~~;-
orge~i_zation , •.ofa.s ,·_ibse lf ::phi lo!icphica l_,_.,..,es . too. :weak_-, to~- F-t:an;:J_ .:.Uptto ..:.· : · ·: 

-··:his- ·nnion.Y,itig-··the ·_issues~-~ · '~e ·:were ::not:_as.:res-6-ectfut·--~of Our ... ., •.. ,yirgin..: 
ia ~a-chieVements _-:in .-•.Sl·-'8S_ N'~FnO'-'l',<:!r'e ri'ghtly, ··in::.·.'83!--_; Hatl -W~- been,. 

· '>ie might have :reached the' ·stage ,.,e •re ·:in much· sooner ... - . .-. --~ 
-1' ~ 

:--

·But thiS iS_ not ·meant •_as :a. ·frirl.o·rn, exercise ,in .hinOsiqht-~ _:It is 
tttEia'nt:·:.to llVI'k:e ·. _clear .... nOt., more.- thari_.,ever that the_ breaktbrough:-that 
'cidme '~i_th the···bil"'th of. ·.Ne••ls ·and ~L~ttei-s, iri . .-195~- wa~ ·Bs- rm.ich the Pro
-,uct. o'f ·-~aya Is -~ni loe:OilhicaT -convictions as: it was-:of the- net.t_:spi.rit 
that had emerged from the mi~ers' struggle of '49-'50.'- Anr:iy and:--·-
01ga,. certainly,. senseti_ this (far better than I did by that time). 
·R,ayroOnd., a~so -origiria-l:ly of··-1:.: Vtrginia;. ·did:.too .. ~ 

:· :• .. '. , .. ,-~ . ~ .. . ' ·- . ; _; 

it· mi-ght he helpful .1-te·:i'e:,. ·in .-fact·,.- to .coll.trast Iny 01ffi .. _:feelings 
about our~.l:e'avintj--the S'"\'P in 1951· and.the,sP1it:that.·occrire.d··-in~ .- .. ·. 
C01.;;-e_sporid~:1.Ce ... ·i.n ·1955·. ·I· had been;absolutelv exultant~when"_the ·.:~ 
brea'k.'oCcured ·in- -195];< .. - :t cc:ui:.-sti.tl' recat 1 with ·considerable -cl.ari ... 
tv;·-~fo.r exaniple;· '.hQ,.,--bouyant::I. felt-· as a ·.-smal '!. caravan.-wh.ich·_had:, 
begUn -in N:Y~- -nicivea·.~north. throtlgh"?ittsbUrgh,;~(p:i.dd·ng _, ~>"·1~ .Va.· peo;-~ 
· Ple~~ up,_ Gt"loni:1, t;he· -·.:,.;ay;.·· I think) ori ··to·:·netroit-,.· ·-for -our _:-first 'lar9e.: 
·'~:fathering "a:fter the ·br"e'3k ,.,ith .the ;gt"fp.;·· !'.The poP,ul;:~r song<Of' that' 
·time . ...,_as:-"conre on-a-nly ;·.house,·e:tc .. 11 ·•.,0r.i:htEm by-"iltliam:rSaroyan:and 
. sung· hy -Rosemary 'Cl.oon·ey; ·:r sang -and ,whiStled---it--;continuously .as' 
,we· :,.:ended._our·,.-¥-ay to:Detroit;.- at·'-'t~ich 'Po'i·nt Raya,_the first: of. our 
leadershi-p,. \-t'ho 'o1Cnt tD Detroit,. provided the -'bathroom of her hOtel-
room as community hath for us intrepid itinerants. 

•.:>l:t· had not- occ11red ··to me as explicitly. ·unti-l n0\4' 1 1983,. that. 
the· grea-t ·pleasure -I _-felt the·n derived. essential tv, from the ·_contrast 
between the qrE!at·soiri·t of independence created by--the:miners 1 ,in 

·~their strike .. of · '49- ~ 5C\.:a'nd ·.the plodding,· pretentious i!ttti tu1es' of 
the sr•Tl?,. so t~ical. ·of countless petty officj;,ls :and -bureancrats·,from 
one-'en~ ·of·Amer:lca to anotl1er! Hadn't :r~J'let the same ·breed only. a 

· fe~., yearS earlier, ·1945-ttG,.· ~·lhen 'I. had .been rehabilitaten in~~..rz.lter 

Reed General. Ho·spitat 'and ~han •.·te ·an·routees bacl fought to ~..rin· fr6m:,~
:the government an automobi te-for-the-:-11mputees?- The same· mu1.i.sh, . ' 
plodditig,. prSt'entious burtlaucrats obstructen .us:c:~tl· along .the·way, 

· iri tha::grea_t hails of cOngress; as "'e'l1andful of·arnputees- made our 
'1_ay _do-""'~- from, the ho:-n::)~ to:: l ·~lmo:;t_; d., ;:ty_' to l.obby _ for .. our ~ca_uee._.·~·'le 
eventUally won! ·No1o~, !'951·,· ·we •o1ere free and·victoriouS:OnCe again! 
This-time not the bureaucr~ts·of the capitalist establishment but of 
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the. la~r. movement:, ·the· s~·1P~ were the' force. from , ... hich we 'hati -freed 
oUrSelVes; ·,·_- · 

. · 1.954, 1.955, the ·sp! it in th.! ranks of_ the ol.d correspondence t .... as 
. -fct;>i: me·:·-·_the·: o"j?poSlte ,(X::'Currence:·,~at·· the-· tiMe-.:-·: J:t -is cleiai'~-now -that 
-'the--~b;reak~_ ·wa·s:~'iflC!Vltcilb"te~ arid -,neCesBa_rV·~-' thi!Jt _'in a<sense-~.that We: have 
-·})een ~d-i~·c·ovf!ring·-·rnore"'3n'd :more··_~he·, 1a_st·-_-f_ew_ yearS,',-: it' _wa_s __ a lao·~ the.--
cO~tinUa·tt?n ·:o£--t~e--oest~ ·_of_:_the-: ea_r11er. j,eri~d, __ clinla"lng·:_noo.v--~n-1983· 
~-'!~~-~h~ O~_r.:- ~w8:ren_ess··.tha-_t_- _e_Ven._'_the!_:.grEmt: st_rilce _of·, 1 49;..·• 50f,-bel.Oriqea:· 
riOt~:tC( Ja·meS ·a'nd ·cor·~e'SPOildence~~- ·ao _t6~--_SP'ea'k.~ ·· bl.it ~ tci_ uS __ -1 ater.;:· I~e· ..... s 
a_rii(_ Le't~ers·, -Ma_i"xisf.:..HUrr~'rifsm"> ·1.9f33· .. ·----~ :=;ti 1.1~, ·the· ·fact·_is, ·.,_at---'the:-.;.-,, 
t~~-·- thi_s_ br:~.ik · came_-·io_.i·ne:._:· funitBtnentai 1..y;. a·s: a -great -tr~qeay-.. 
ThOsE!'' hints' ana· ·sugg·e·s:ti'Ons. of. the fU.'tUre, .those ·etemants of •4g:..•so 
•o~hic_h had transl ateil· themselves i."rito the-::Spi:!-i.t o£_. the ·ne••t organi .... ,. 
zat:ioJl_ Of_-_ News anrl -I.et:ter_s,: :•-":hich _-ha_n-.begun to shape _themselves into 
t~e·· Phi lOs.O-Phy · _0~ "tlie:- A'bSOl.ute rnea ·of. R~ya •·s •.orork~ ·had escaped. me.-~
No· matter·"no,, .... , .- 0£_ cOurse: 'al1 Is .:.,et 1_·-~- that' enrls; ·:.:rell, 'but~ then· i-t'' ._,as 
nea:r·: d.ey-as~atin·g:._ Nhclt: matters here, 'though'~- is· that 110'"'' _ 19133~--- we 
have: begun to 'recOVer' that· grei:st Uf..heaval: Of -• Jl9.;..',.50 an..:f· formatly·
embl:-a.'ce i_t jls_· ·part. 0£ .. 'the '.ri-ch. ner_i t'nge Of uarxi·st-T:iumanisrii.-. desPite 
-the_, fa'<:t _that 'in tj:me: _it appeclrs···to'· be part-· of r.;ha't- \o,Te-left_ behind .. 
This Cons.CioUS' apy-jl;!or.u:-jatio~, of_ such a creat{ve moment' should even· 
nO'..,, thirty and mOre vears ;later, provide even more insoj_ration for 
our gro~th an-3 tJev~l.OPnie~t .. 

Still, one of th~- e1~ernents of my confusion of 195·1-1955 might 
be cons-idered, James, as I mentionerl a":love had' tried to reduce the· 
essence of the break of 1951 j_nto"'an "affaire d'.honoreu (an· affair 
0£ the _heart). He began to do the same thing wi'th his deP.arture 
frOm- the U .~-. in 19~3, ~->~hen the government re~used tO _renew his viSa 
(He was not expetl.ed!) He contriVed the elaborate effort, Nariners 
Renegades c.nd C<!;sta'4'avs, a t·1arxist-cul tural anal.ysis of uerman 
Me1.Vi 1.1e, .t.ti th the cl.Jmactic l.ast chapter focus eft on-.'James! effort 
to stay in the States, including even n hunger strike: att, as I 
say, _as an e1.aborate effo_rt to create a martyr, a 

11 c~st<"t.~ay
11

, an 
ex-pulsee:· to reduce in shortt a blot-r by the bourgeo:i s::i.e against the 
orgariizatJ.on into a oetty-oeZ.sonat event, enlisting even, in the_ 
process, one of the great ~u1.tural. creations of the Mtfon: Melville's 

Hoby Dick! 

.. -?hat has this got to do t,,.i th the mine-rs' strike of 'A9-' 50? 
_That's the .ooint! ~-ntat docs it have to do • .,ith ::i.t? Didn't • . .:e have 
to _undertake -it as a· maic;r:-;rofluct of.' -Our ,_-Tork in the .coal f~e1r1s 
the· -year of- •s2 and '~:3: just before James• dP.:oArture? ~,rere Ne not 
somehow reaui red to m?.lrrv the ach:tevernents of 'IJ.9- 1 50 f,,.; th the James' 
critiaue of r.,.e1vilte? '·lhen friends in the coalflelds •'11onc.ler~d what 

. Wi;-: Ware a_bot4t, ~::oren 1 t ~~1e __ ad'\rim~r._ tO -ignore the structUX'e Of the 
·-boOk "itS61.f. ana· veJ:ba1 JY a·avance- titt3 ·1.ast ch:o;;;:d:::r, th.'=! ~r.eount of" 
James• encounter •111itl1 the in'IJnigration authori.ties, as the true center 
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o£,,. the_· book? ,--Al1-.-in-,C!tl 1 , . .-::.,asn~t, both:_.the hook. anCL.thi.s .. eXtra effort 
to retrieve. its _.t~st- cliapte~, o~tv·_ a mo~e ~,_abO~t~ · wa~,~ -o_~:_}l~i'~-.J.-~P:zi~, 
the 9~eat spirit that·· "tad i~fused ·us ~.,; th the stri'ke? 
· ·-··-::;;r~·:-~ ... 

1
" ,_..,,l., r:- • •• -~t!·• -;: l ~ ··-·! .... ,' .... _~ • · • · ' • ··-- t , ·:.-! 

·J :;,..~I think B~ and I': think' ao~even_·ftt9re, ngw_ that .. as,.J ':'~·-.z::?~ie' .. 7 , th~~ 
·:,~r_:l.od --_in.·;~he").-ight- pr_ :.1 {1:9~; ?O: f::_~ri~e;c ... cer~ainly_ I-._•,.ronrJeretl._abop~: it 
a_t·~_.the:: titnelc·.deeP.·in·-mr .sou1.-;.'of_, squls.·_·i:.-And!ye·t,,:._~o_o.rt~:.:\i ..... ~_!:i~!t~- .~:-~,·-·'l·. · . 
he~~e~'L diso~_i~nt:_ Jne .... ~- .J:.~_ ·had: -_a.l.~.rctyB::_h:<:'~_.~a· :--'f_opr]n_ess:~ ·f'?r~~:~-~~:E,!,J(._.~j'~~<.~-~~ 
·ti·c.c ·all.d: cultura-,._# ''"'llether-. it __ was-·_'arti'• :rnus_ic,._~ rl_rama_,:; .. or.~ J._i:t:E?Xatu:re:_ ... ~,
-He_x·e- :(10¥1; '"a a,· a_- vigorous :.;~tt.u%-'a1.~ evon_t,:-·~·ccuch-e',f i·n:;1~i-Xi_I~Jt.:·~,_,a:~9\i~rJ.~; 
8n9 _: adva_riced.::·hy~, o1;1r;. Lenrn~o_f~i9?3_, :·J;O~f:\!?~~1:-~ ~Yir.~~~-:·_b?u~~#J~~-e.·,~.: iJ.i::·~· · 
the fi_gure.~_then_-,9f inunigratl.~n- ~u_thori t_ies .;~nd. t-fC::c_ar:~hv: ... _, T?~ ·~a.~~·' . 

-_is-;·" :r- • ..,aSn•t reaay ._for-.-1954-! ~s ~~ ~. :r:.- -beliE!l:Ve~ no.w ·.th?t:_.Jfiine·s-~ :: _','_g __ r~a_·t·_ 
opus_~ . .' on fl!e1.vi~-1 e,' a ~1oby.~Dic1t:--· ~ddl.ed ... me .. ~-,:~:"_,-;.··· ... :: :. .. •· ·- · ·· .. -· ~ ~'~~· .. : 

. - _·:" .. .. ~--~·~- -.·,!'::·' .-.~ ·~·::~ ... ;,_->' 

~o be- sure,. _t~e. personal_, disorient~tion- i.s.~_.of . .nQ gr~.a.t,·matt:e~: 
a_l.l ~ B .'.'~el.l· that-: _ends_· '-~e-ll··.·-·- .a~~- the' .pO:t:nt· iS ~-tl'i,~-r;: ·_i_i: h'C_\~S~ .f:Ur~?je~-
def:i'ne .the :_si9-nifi.cance-" _of· the; ro;_.rier:s!,_'"!'"tri."<:~,...of _ '49,~ 1_59·:··-,~.t_, i_~"-~ ~ 
by. ·contrast .. to this event that.:tlte 9th_e~B t.'l-t~t .}?~~h. 'P~~ce:.~~d,.,~n:g ... _. · 

~.- :fo-11 ~1ed ere_ better_ jllilqerl. . .. The--- mUrl.::i~eSS~.: 'heEd tancY. --_perso·r:t·iil:li. ty 
Cutt:< -·a·1~}. ar:e·-more -c:t.earlv-.-~._;ut\·i~eti bv _ille .. _rnirie~s' st:r.ike _!_n_~:,«_~oO,. 
i:f.·-not theil!}·;::_.;tt is ,f:i.tti-ng tha.t.:•,·.r~.'reac1.just .. {ts··.Piace--i·n.,thC p<:ist. 

·:. 
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Labor in t.'Y 

Jolin Narcotte -

., ... This year has shc»m no let .up in the sharpest at·cack on ·us 
labor· in· decades'._ ~he __ .att:acV.: -has been,politi6al.:._-Reaganism-:- _. 
ec;On-6mic~eiJre_ssion~and idGo10{5ical-..:.ihduSt_ri-al·un;;.ons._·_t:orcilJ.g 
coiicessions on .workers. Hith· .. the>' ·:rirst ·great conc_ession of the·. 
No..:.st:r:'ike Pledge· o:t -~/1'1 IFuilion·' ieader<itiip began· i:ts suiCidal · 

· patli:of··'oollaboratiori and its :rrnits· of I·icCarteyisfn·, ·purges of __ , 
mili tents·, 'anti'-labor -la>~s· .and the first 'acceptance · o:t' Automation · 
by "\[~hp.:~-- Le_ .Le\vis· ._in ~he ·Ia.te· 40s _and. e_arly ~Os; · _a. ___ pa.tl~~{Wl~.?-ch 
today means 'tile'· virtual self-'d_estruction:.'o:f .these·unions >lhO. 
knoW·.' OnlY '~ho\'1- to· retreat·· -b-ef"ore -·the· · onsl.a.usht :of'· Reagan.~s~ •. 

. ' .. ~ . . ' - '!. ~ - ' ' ' ... . . - - ' . ' . ' ' " . - . . ' - . -' . 

I felt las·t year that all this: .;,_ould breed' a tremendous 
ranl<'-and-i'ile 'revalt. · But' as Charla's Denby.· has •said, 'you can 
loo_k Out- on· a· ·calin· sea-· and_ never··-kno\;J'· :l.\'hen· :a might.-y: ·\'lri.va ·trill." 
arise~< There· haVe-·been- importa.rit stliikes·-tbis··year, many anti~ 
conc_GEJsion ·stl:-ikeS. · They· ai•e _-as· yet_··individUal -a.nd i-s_olat~d •. _ 
Everyday I·. feel· fu the shop ··the very .. real objei:·~ive J:orce of 
massiVe urieMplo~ent· and.·.f"ear of--losing your_·job; 1 keepin?; . 
\·tDrktn·s··aOt·.'fl. ~here ··ca.Tl_ be ·no ·setting' 8. timetable on the -_ . _ .. 
reac:tion ·to--Reag-anomic·s.- · Arid you· can re"all.Y :teel at_ work tha·G 
the·. labOr.;: bUrOc:r•acy· _is the last barrier·· ·to tha sel.f-OriS.nizB.t?:-o·n 
of: t:TOrkerri :i'Or :r~'"'eedom.-' · 

. •' 

1lut·I·lielie've the unions· have dealt themselves a' death-blow 
to any credibility they had lefi; with· these concessions~ ·.J:ust' 
as the ti"&.nsi"orme.tion 'into the oppo~d te o:r __ what they- v1ere created 
to"bC' i-s ta_ta.la~-·the t<~orlcers•--:-break with the labor burocre:cy is 
total.· The· . .:t:or;n the "oppos:i:tion ~till take .. is all that remains to 
be \-J_o_rked ou·t., · I-'roduc"tion -\iOrkers are··. even saYing 1 '~'Better. l-li t~ 
n·~-un~·on."·to::~s:el~ yo~· oUt." · · ·· · - - ~.· ·, 

·-LOok at the Art Ste-el· 1:-1orkers 1 .dem·onsti:-ation i.."'lside union· . 
he_a'd'quB.rters· .. --~~ 1 Th6ir· at-titUde iS that;--.th7e( Uri.ion•is the .. 'i!Dmediate 
eneniy 'standing 'in your, way to :fight the 'company,· that there .:i.s · 
no ·hope·•- of' changing anything· :in' the union- no :work f'rom_ wii;i'i1-~ __ 
is possible,- ;tOu,can· only-attaCk it. ·--The~-wor~ers in.my_ shop,, __ i'_or 
all,the f'ear that prevents actJ.on i'or now, have exactly th~ same 
att~tude. I think only some of,the Le:ft have not she>d the~r 
illusion·· o:r· ~.e:rorming the unions.- - - , 

·· \/hat does this mean in the· sha:p?· Seel<ing :tirst · shop..:floor · 
unity,. the uriion of the I<Orkers~ \!~thout' this nothing .is possible. 
1.rhis can inc_lude a st~"'uggle to 6r[£o.niZe a ·union:- or get certain' 
re.f'orms 'in ·ybur loval. ~'here is no contradiction· in that •. .. I·· 
reject an.1"'. f'atalism· on the_ part o.r· vrorkers that, sinCe .. the :unions 
can'-~ be I•aforrned 1 the:t'e is no·thing to. be done. But because I ' 
recognize that no't;hin5 less than the abolition of the capital/ 
labor relation can solve -our problems, I cannot respond >~ith only 
activism ~tithout bringing in Harx's und.erstandine; of our s.ituation 
and the we:y out··of it. The force of this vision tor;ether with 
tho 'Ohop . .floor ntrugr-:;les i'orm -the procqos that must begino··_toda.y 
tt) le1;:1.d .tn t::hB cll;l.sslAss_ sooiot;y= 1. reject the Lc.!'t'o ;:;.ttompts-· 
to ortsanize ·-factions in the unions and p;et elected to positions 

1 
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~ot beca:!.tSS that_ !!ia..,.V not be the rir;:ht tacticS for certain strU!;8l
e~, but because o:r tl'\e._-l.·ra.:r I've ·seen it done. 

, .. :.J:: .f_e·e_l._.-the:i--e t_ .. s-. -a --1.tl~1r -o:r.-.re~pec:t_ :ror_ ~a,._ S~-ri~US· _de~ling ~,',:<· 
with 1 __ -~lien,- ,.f?~kE?·r~ :~re. Sa.;y~i..."lg __ .you. <?ari't _change_ ·_tt?-ings>th~t--~~f;, __ 
there ~s a·:-.f'Ule --lJ.ne between . .fatalJ..sm and the truth!: ,.You've_,go:t 

'to deal __ \-.r:i_th -~t-~. :/~q.~. L~;f_t,_-_:·ili.CJ~d~g,._an~chi~t_s 1 .e;~c:s:. OlJ._· .~?-~~.
the·_.,Old_.·I,e:f'_:t -.:Ln- -un~ons,-a.."ld -the_. reforms and- _Wl~on .posJ.tl.p;ns __ ar~ .. 
taken ·.to() seiioiislV. ··cli,ror·c-ed-- -Jr6rri ·a .real r'onk-and-:.filG m_overoent.· . ".'_ .. .- - _-... - -' '· ... ,. ____ "•' .. _, ... -··-----_._... ~-·."'····· ---· 

_._ \·rtirki~g:,\~:i.th~ ·:fffitriigi..~rit_-~ -1~b-~~: -has··;'its ~ri~ -~-rt~tib:Uiai·citd9S'._- _ 
Our friend Rtina. has i'ound .. that when.:ra:ced with:the tremendous ..... 
exploi.=tation arid -abuses in __ ·a shOp arid the seeming passivity and 
:rear. ·or .. :>he .. 11orkers, he has. had to :t:irst help _his.i'ell?w. >Io~kers 
kn.S?t-!_._ the_:Lr r ... ~ghts. and.:wh .. _at':~· in<-:th .. e._ R contra. o.t. _,_ ,sJ.I1._ ce _1t,•s ,_l.n.-_. · 
Engl:~sh and. a ':1811-k~pt --s~cr~t -Py- t_he. ';ll;i.on,.;--·- lit; --w_oqlc1-:- the'}, help 
the· workers gao.n. the _coni'J.dence· to bego.n demandl.llg those r:tghts., 
us:i.ng tacti.cs Which--all could agree 9n sUch as a.-let_ter to -thy 
union signed by a majority -of' the' 'trorkars,. . In .his experience, .. 
this "patient. _\o.?ork· has. been .able -to initiate. ·a_ \olhol"e proc_eso ~f'. 
struggle which escalates with each n'ew. victory: and ·repression •. 
It has, similaritieS_. -to the ·nrccesS initiat·ea .. by._:th_S _Theology .of' . 
LilJ:er~tion ~- ;Lat:!-i:l.-America~. where'beginriing by:list:en~g t9_ th!3, 

_peasants and t;ell~nc:: them they are human· and haV'e. certa~n r~ght_s: 
leads_ to a cycle oJ: n'e\-'ler and. ne\.,rer forms of struggle and- consc
iou~nes_s_ mee_tinr;._ev~ry way~ _of' _repres.sion:--J)ecause:_ o:f. course 
they don•t __ hay~ ·t~ose '·'_right~ 11 :_until they seize-_them. :·: ·. 

m~_,,·-. ~ .j...:-.:.- -~ _·.;_._: .- , . .._ ;-:_ __ ....... ·'.a- "h.· ... - · -·;;~ ;_:A,. • ;.· -
-_ .a.u.e: pOJ..t.i.~..~ .a..s,_~.~o_ .~.-~.vt geu- .~.u,11c:a._vJ.enu o:f .tue .p~oce ......... ~ ..... t:t:o.;J..ir'<J 

in labor is riot to_ gain· any .. pB.rtic.Ular re~~orm~- no matter- ho~. _,-
great nor eny union~ p.Sitions no matter- ii\ yot1~: w_ould _take_- over a . 
loc8.1o -The meS.nS is --the end--helping the· growing. ~mxgmdzBN 
rimi sel!'-orga.Tiiza1rion 1 self-con:Cidence ai1d self'-a\'tareness of' 
labor._:-.a~ ~~bject o:r _hisif_o~-' .from.-i~dividual worker,:;; to whole 
shops, wh~ch ne_cess~tates both -thJ.s practical exper1.ence and 
what_ we "call t'-:larx_• s .Humani~~- .-ts; long ·as_.capitalism .exis~s any_· 
re.f'o:t.•ms can be reversed but this 11 intellectual sediment 11 l.S what 
romaine _-to' builf1L on ancr- to .cre'ate __ .the ·new_ sOciety. based -on' 
Freely Associated Labor.. . . .. ·. · -· 

·sam~ f'ellow memb8r~ iri- ~Y unio·n -t;·~ied to set up an Opp_osi,tionn 
caucus of' sorts this year. 'J:Ihey .:felt th6 time ,.,p_s right because 
of .tremendous.d:lssatisf"action-in the union over loss of member-

_.ship, -~irianciS.l:-~ismana~emen:t, c6~ruption ancl a question o~ .. where 
the un1on \'las goJ..ng to. The meetJ.ngs Nere attended by .var~ous · 
shop, stewards .and some opposition st;af.f"_ members._. -I :Celt uneasy, at 
the. lack of rank-and-i'i.le:rs but I said ok 1 who knows?. If~ it can 
prase~t_ i·_tsel:r to' ·the workers _iri :tlle .shons as an altet'Diitive. ·and. 
g the .\'/orkerc _l1ecide this- is ·a_ i'orm"of_-Struge:le they- want; 6nd 
malce-· it. their ·a\·tn •• -.;..well 1 it 1.s a chnncB. But the gap between · 
the caucus which included anarchists and other Left, ancl the shop 
floor \>tas too __ 5roat.. ;.,. caucus like ·-this could work, if it was -
the result of a shop i'loo~'. strug(>le, >thicll. e;ot to the sta13e of 
seein_r:; .the_: nesd to _reach ou-t bayoni"L thn .r.ne ohop -nncl u cnucu::::·o.f.-
sl~ops in opposition . ."or struggle :formed... The way it was 1 I t·Tould 
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-3:... 
s;o to ·a mee·t;ing, learn all the crap that was going on in the 
union, and o:f plans to oppose this at :I<@ general meetings o:f 
stewards- and local o.:f:£icers--whi.ch is-the wrong.ground, is the 
s;r6una· o:f the burocrats, c and as we .. :round out in a battle of' 
words- ~bey~ are: the meanest. I thoUght our· . .functiOn should have 
b~!'n. to .,simp:cy ·.try, ·to. open up' communication between: th~' shops' .. , . 
\"IJ..th __ a· ·ne_wsl.et_ter V~hich cou_~d---both _shar(3: some·:of' ·th:t.s- J.ni'ormati:l.on __ 
t-T_i th , :the _· ::r;Glnb.9i-S ,·ana· irivite .. them _to share· their> exPeriences>and :. -

_-:i~8&s.;: __ .,,Tl:ien·'We,"·-~r6~:i<t-S~e _i.f· ''~e:-_h5.d' some:t_hing. But-.the -'!caucus~'
>IR't!l<'l ;to ~:Lght ·~he ])ur()Cracy' the~selvest .·an~ g~t. ~o"1here. , ·· 

. __ -: ·.{~cj-:I•4' ~Be' b:e:c~-:-~o·:~.tl_le- ~~oP<. -~d:·~t~e_:·~oX:ke;s·;:_i-~-htit~d_e,._ w~s; 
·_-:th~--Ull:t.qn-.:t.~:.th.e :en~my., ·J..t'S _a_;naf;t.a,· ;rou can't -r~f'orm---~~·-·-,-So -· 
~rhat' s ·the use o:f tact~cs to oppose thi$ or··.that 'corrup-c:ton · oi'. 

··_tha·· bUZ.oCrats if'._it•s· not 'part· o:f -the··ahOp ':f'loor:_strugglaJ ·i.f'·· 
:i:ti •s riot ·t{: ·step.: in tl"l.e se1.t-organizat:ion_ .. of' ·-the ·worl{ers? .It .means 
npthi.ng .·;~6. · the:m ,_ rio _morF"lffiim .. voting~ t:or· -a· ·_democrat. instead o.f_-- a 
republican, it's not their f'orm c:f 'struggle, '2he Lef'to·cannot· · ·
hea.r the _woi.~kers' criticism·· evei1: -in' their seeming-passivity~ .. · 
The y_ee:rs o:f l .. lork Runa _did culminating in the workers making him 
:stewa"I;'d~ ·ana.-·this _kind.-. o_f .Lef't n·orga:nizin:g", stB.rt at· opposite 
ends. .1. ·liked anarchists comuared · ·t;o the rest o:f- the Le:ft :for ; 

. 'th'ei.J:. ·_Po'si"tiori on- labor .. -But .. in Practice ·Harxist~Humanism- is .far 
m·are rad:LC8.l' :thari-·them on labor. They act lil-:e social-democrats, 
despit·e the professed ultimate goals. · 

_ -- _i ·• _Hiiric-ist~Humanfs~s:· cru_mot. ~imply \·Iait :ror new .f'crms_-o:r_ t</orkers 
or_ianiZB.tion_ to- spring up· like Solidarnosc--recognizing ·Solidar-
n·osf·-___ ·Spi.'B.ng- up -SpontaneouslY: not in-·a 'void btit ·in the ground'_ 
prepared '_by-_ KOR. .The· unity o:r workers: with intellectuals'; o:r 
\':~r-kers 1 · o\'m. ,,s:y-· of'· knowing with Narx' s method :oi' lmo\<ling, 

· _~)nuSt ·:l?e __ V!orked on·:'no\'T, and· Toi'-· that· .we _must p-articipate. in t-i1e_ 
- -~·~s.tr.u.gglSs ~- .·. News--&:Letters rema~ns one . o:f. our principal- forms:.· .. , 

i'or~ tne dii':fJ.cult work o:r :t:oate:.:i1:lg .. tlli~ .unity •. And in NY. lab.or. 
-·NOticias y- Cartes is ··an indi·spensahJ.e part o:r NeWS & -~l;·ters-.--·:··· ... ~ 

. '.· '· 
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-··- ' --- :_ ·· ·: . .hy.·riafe, LA .. 
' ' . - ~;: 
'!~i- -:--s-~a.r-to-d · ~-y:-.·_.ca;~l'~--- -.Rs a:·,.fu-11:-. ~i:;l:, ~- ·,ta1ie S lnVe. L1 · 1-966--- ri:i:--G:~:?r~ft.y 

Sch-lilt_z;::--31 die casting .. fac.'to'l"Y in foloclo, ~:-..io: .-. ·-F:6_:.- ·.t."1'e .'i~o-_st_ na'ri·· 
I_-_ope-rri.t.e-d "p:.~·:tc_!l: p_~esse_s,-.that' 't=i':l~<.:!d -:!ta_._cXc~i_S .r!lot_il .. ::d~_-f- 0£:--. _··•:. · _

. cU.st: i_n·gs-~ t\.11 '.the 'j,obs~ _Hc_r~,;:, r_epet.'i t i v~-, P._onO~·:)nb.uS _·_::nl'd:·'e.X_c"rllcia t illgl v 
boring. ·!·:e : h'a'd- :tO _._wear,' s trR.~_s_,_ of! ~<o.u-r. wrist:_ t:t <!~ _;~orG __ a.t_t·~che-d~ :_tO~;·,_a. 
:co.bl.e·_ on_ a· overhead· cam.:.: __ -Hh e·n th.~. ?Uil-ch pr·css ca-::-~-~ doun ··:t_h.P. .. - cri.rilo 
·wo_ul'~;·~j~rk:J·our hn~ds:: b_ac,l:. (-i_£ t_~~_Y:·-~-·~_r,~. c ~~s ~·;·_to:·: t~~--~a_c;li:rf~) .".to. ~-~;'_O. 
us._ from ... ,Htving __ ou_r ·.fing<!XS, -.or_ .. -.hl)-P;-_.d_s _c!l._O]l!_:';.H!d;).l ff ~ C•i_:iiC:1i,·: fr-~~ru·~ nt_~Y 
h2-.?':)en~d '-to_ ;ttorkcrs 1.-rho. ,fo_r!'!o_t·· t.~- ;'lUt On t::,..it -:~~ri-st .. _s~_r,c.?S:.-)Th~~ :~,·~or_st 
jo~' _L-~.zd thc-r:0 _u'ls trinming t_hos~·:i~ttl·.z:· b.ottle-:-cnp-_s~<::t-'?o·d __ :_d.?~--~-~s; 

· thu:.-ra.t·o ~~n.s<)S:J piC_ce:;: -n~r ~l_cur. 'll]<) -.pr·~- ry::,_id ?iCC.~_;-:-=J.~_.;::·:·-3-nd. _u;iat 
I _g-ot abi)V1;-':'St1 W:l._s-.a._ bolnis,· but--1:h:l job ,-::iS. tir.tctl dC\-In to thC:'.la.st 

: s~cond. Fortunu.t:ly·,_ t;.h.~ · rnt•.l' t-!P..S: ~vr.m · tO·"J _-£:tst foi- :t:1.e 0:1n_chi:l~, 'and 
ft l'~.::pt.hrcaking.down. {_\',:i_t.ll·_a·. l'it-'tl~::l..::l:.) fl:-o~l ::!-!.)~,- -· .. 

.In August 1966 .I 11;ct. ·3 jO~- at a: Chry-~1~~, ~)lc.:tc in ·:liz~-.'-{:i:id ·_Park,: 
~·1ic~1i'gnn.· }'h.! llln:nt ~_.;s -t.o be:. ::._ra.ns·f~"!rr~d:to/0. suhurb Of fol:.::,lo. Our 
·.,1:\n U:lS- to '\,·ork -:in i·!i~~l:t.nd--1Ju_r~~ .fur a fy,·J.tJont?l!i .::;.nd t:l~·.t_hci ·.t:r:a.ns
f;)rrad tc· t:t.-: n'.:•-·J --;l::!'"'lt in-- f.)!-t_io, m~·d. tht:r..!"to-r".! ~1~V.J a.-t ?..~.v~ilt.a.i·.:l-: of 
S(:niorit·_,- ov.,r t:te. locals ,.(ho. ~;o:.tftl hiT!i:_ in af~·~rH:{rU.:;. 

'rtY: crizis in Auto co.i~~ ·nboui._a_(t_.-~r .;ay< sti:1t. in. t;~d !1o:!"~Y-· I •.iP..S 

drs.ft{.;tL in ,\uguSt 19'67. _!..- .);>n-·.!ric-:lCt!S in th.; 1~l.l~its.ry N:Jl'.) ~~ ,:!":::a.l 
tu.t-ning.point-::in --;n;-:'lifo. '.Uts unti_i._ thCn I ~1ad· -~;· tyjiCcl:·_cnpitillistiC 
lilJnta.lity.- ·.It- t·1as in t.h<3 r~ilita-rv.'-t~1:1.t I -b~can.;: :1'-r.::.rc-:thut-_thorc · 
w·as ·so-1:\>i:thlng.:rnrlit:al_ly::.\"TOn-g Hi(i1 .. t:•_:.c _obj.JctiVtl si:tU~._ti611 arid ay 
nlac~ •tithin.it; ·tx_-havc recently disco~ered-:tHrou;h ,~ws & .Lct~ors 
·c S~H~Ci =i cnlly-- tltc panpJll "JtS and l•OOkS · .\aeri can· C fvi 1 iz :.t:ion --on f. rial , ·· 
indit~:nitrit He:lrt: .-A Blo.c!; ~·Jork.i:!rs Journal, !lnd ot_hors) thot :ny~-awa_kening 
hnd a.--.l_o~~- t_o do with ~tho Black struggle for _fToe:1o_r:-,-~·-rhic~ ·wC.:i. ~on6hing 
a new stage ~t t~~ ti&e. T~or~ w0rc tr~ccndous scciul·uu~~av~ls 
during ny "l'lilitary int!!rn"llent--t~u: Jct-roit i:tsu-rr.~ction, -tho nssasin
ntion af ~-1:trti.n -.1 .. uthc'!' King, t~1c Ch:.cs.go D~:nvcro.tic Party riots, and 
th~ Czcc~oslovaki~n r~vol~s. Tho l~ttor k~ryt ~~ froo Viainnm, as I" 
was s~nt to Gcr~Bn~ instead. In th~ milit~~y I b~~un ~o rrib~l by 
not saluting officers and disoboyini ardors._ I bPsically ,layed tho 
gano wh3n -I·u~s in, but wh~n .! was fi~ally Tol~asad they uadc it_ a 
~JOint to toll r.tc I t·;as barred f-ror.. rc-anlistm.,.:mt. ~ .. ~tic~<. ·r thought 

was just l1iiatious. 

At fiTst, \"I:Hm 1 got out oft \:J scrvi::.e, 1 !Htd t!!O illusion that 
no~·-· I w~s a "fr•~IJ' 1 man. nut v!tcn I N.:mt b~ck to -;'lor~; ~t Chrysler I 
found tny::;~lf !lCillg ordoreU ~'!.bout, t.\is tiu~ not by m')il 1 hut by 
~~cltincs on ~~~ ~sso~~lY lin~. Tha co~ditions v~ro ~·to ~RMO as before 
I w'ls draftee. but n6~r th:'l)' ~..:1d bccor-:a unbear~bl.'}. :lf!.·J -ri~y I l-tas 
inst~lling ·~~atl1ur stripE :which I had ~o ~xtr~ct fro,~ tank. of 
~oiling w~tcr nnd oil. wh~n ~11 ~i a sudJ~1\ I ~!~ost p3sS·ld out for 
no :l"?!):tTon-c r.:.:tson. It scar\.'::d t'.'.) hall out o£ tr:..~, A.nd I quit Chrsylor 
aho_rtly __ t'l:'::r~aft.:~r. ,1~~--Y .. ·--: h!\d l:t'lay jot:s sine•:! t'l•.m_ i':'l ot'l-t.n"' factori_~s, 

'Ll constr'..lct.ion, RS :l s~·;.i-tl'olil~-r-d::-iv~r, r.nd 1 1 V·.3 !lr-~i:> .. :ttly~bF:".:n·· · 
roofing for tha ,ast s~v~n vuars. tn roofing~- dc~'t s 0 lauch work 
\'lit~ m:lchincs, as nuch ~s lil..: a '.l:l.C~,in.!!, !'l roofinl,! n.nchi!t.!._ 
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. Onc·,~-:-hinr, t:"l<'t '!)rom-ot-·h! :,1.;:~ -::.-1 ,.,ritD ::.hout ~.:or ,._.<t:S" reading 
H~"i'b"'.ll't.::l.~rcusci's PrCfac~ _to '~n.rxiso:1- & F~-::edod. - A-fe;.;· of his viOt'IS 
irZ.itated :.te~ Th;.: firz-t:H.ns his vi~;-t that -:Jor!:.~'fill "aluays"· .. bo 

.--(lli~mntcd and t:!at th~-_-_:1-ost HC.-_c:.u ~_l_o:~·.: ft•r is.a_ shorto;1r'._w·ork .. __ day 
~and<incre:lserl leisure· _t_i:':l<J~ :rab;us•":! :obvi..,usly hc.d"'t·-~ .... ork-.Jd..:_much, in 
;;:_.factory~ nnd-- .for,a O_an t'!'i~o se_~:,dngly-:_:"le.'d n_-_.prr,fou:J.d .':JndcTstanding 
of_~.~-'i~l:'.Xi his o1·m s~lit·hctHecn -:lcnt:tl and 1annunl .. is =ovaaled,--in.'his 

· w_'rltlngs on ·lnbor Mid: leisure;, t.iwJ •. -·In-- fact~. t_teli•J-aat'ed-- leisure\-;·.-. 
follO\o1S. alien·atl!ti work-. 11 · · 

Anothcr··co:·r~:lcnt :-l;n·ctisO>t.l3.dt!- t'h~r-J i'~ t).:l'l: ;-rorkcrz. n.re '·i'ess· ._-.. 
1 ike._ly tO rCvo_lt ':to;:.,, __ !HlcuuSc_ ·H-Crk,'jrs o.s n: ci_aS5_. hnVC_.ii_s:1o:.· in __ stR-_tuS 

--:'ln'd· Cnjo)r mt:roi .benefits,- SUpposedl~,_-duc t:o~t~~~ succf5ss-·ful.-_dffo.rts· of ,, ,,,,_,, 
t~>J Iaber bureaucracy •. Hut-·_it "las· labor._ out. in t:'lo_-.s.'t_:rtlat~ sheddi_ll·g: 
bloc_~ in. cln.:>:> struegles that_ b1.;oug~t about- t;\G.S?_ -;nias ;·.·not- thC· lab.or _ _. 
bttroaucr~cy. Tho ·labor lo~dcrs h~vc sin~e co~~ ~o bo in,_op~:l~op~o- · 
sition to labor on ~v~ry iisu-J, s~rvi11B as t~o ~ody su~rd· of c~pital. 
"farcusa nls11_ Uisr::z::.l:-d,:--d hou inC.rc:"..sad c.lienDtion brou!,~-:t :::.bout by 
auto~atio~ ~nd sp~od u~, will s~n~lv new M~tQrisl cbndi~io~s fQT 
r•volt. · · 

11hc.t ::;.).~::~ed to ::1.1 to unc!..n:-·~·>in all t.hes.:l -.Jrrorz \·•:'!.s ·;:,~reuse 1 s 
ncceptanc"J .:1.s .::t un~.V·~~~l l)f- 11:1::!.!:-- tc ·:;'l.rX: 1-r~s (\ cicv~lo•l;.!.:~l': tO.kin~ 
pl::1cc O!lly in \'.'is-.:·~rn -~uro-pu, n:.::;;!l~~~ th•" ciov-::lc-n,•:-.. ut of socin.liso 9.5 
follrii;ing t~nt of capitali3n~ T-1is vi~w lc~v~~ ~ut t~~ ·r~ird ~~rld, 
wh~re caoit~lisn ~as·TICV0T bc.:n ~ viabl~ o~tion. ~anit~li~u took 

c:'enturins .. 'to d-:}Volor i~ -~'lost -;t..~n it is D.ot n:JC:)ssn.rily :1. historical 
2hasc i:n. \·Thi-ch ·nll ?C.r~: of 1:~1::- H_?rl~ c~e:1tu':lly ~--~v_7 to i!<J, t!.t.rough. · 
.1harc M~rcus~ sca:s.to .1~Vc n t~cal10~~g1cal u~t~r~1~1~.l~ zenu1nc 
Marxis:-.1 focus~s on t'1i.! hu~·.: .... n dl::..}ns.ion. The T!1ird ;.rOrld b::.sic:llly 
f:tccs the. choic.1 of ·Bui':'l.anist s~r..i~lis:.l ox Totalitaria:1is::1. · 

--As ·ag'ninst nny unilin'l'nr dcteri.linisr.-.~ toChltolcg:ic'lt' or. o·ther•-Iisc 
.I believe work can· he frc~d fran the ali~n~ti-, tltR~ C~3r~ctcrizes 
it now i!l t~e fern o-f mindloss, rc=1ctitive ::to-nct~n-;-·, n.ot to .lile..,tion 

reckless disregard to th~ safety uud h_~a.lth of t~1-:: ':lor~: 'lrs. fhis is 
a situntion in ~-:hie~-. "dond lahor11 (l::ac~ines) lords ov:3r living labor~ 
Lt is ~-situati6n which destroys souls und rotz br3ins. aut this 

, doos not ~ign:1._1 tho end for: tho Norl:cn·.· _ As P.aya !Ju"ti.!lY:~vskaya '~rote 
in Dinlcctics.of Libcrntion, 1 'abstr~ct labor dc2r~das tl;c concrete 
lnb.orer but canno-c destroy hi~l for he is 11 subject 1!, th:tt is to say_, 
the nctiv~ hu~~n -boing w~osc ''quest for universality~ ds only thd ucirc 
intens~ by this degradation of tho cRpitalist prcc~ss ~f production.'' 

Only wh.~n t·•ol'kcrs hnvc S()i::.·.)C the '"leans ':'If productio:J._ nnd placed 
t~oa in th~ir own co:J.trol o~ freely associntad lahar c~n .~:1a brutality 
of alienntion that work~rs cx~~ricncc ba ovar-c~o3, 

Sn t~hy h!l.sn'-:. fr~oly Rssr>ciatcd lab.-,r v·~'t cor:1e, ·r't~:'l ·..}sr.ecia.lly 
no~ t~o orocoss.o£ alienation soo~s to be rQnC~ing i!s ~eak with 
evrm ~ore n.dv:mcod uutCn1a-r.ion (uriL!:ation, rototics) 'l 'iillio7!S of 

·workers aro being throt:ri out of ~1ork, ~os~ of who~ 1:ill ncv~r agnin 
ga~ th~ir jo~s back, cro~tine & ~o~:~nont arct ~f t~e u~~~~loycd. 

1 b-~lioVQ_ it w"i.ll t:tkc t:i'o vision nf fl better 1-i£0-tc ovcr~O~~lO 
thu feelings· ;;,f :;:;ow.o;7'lo::::-:l.ess~ :p~n.th-y~ n:td T'I)Si!!'l'lti~n br!}Uf_:!:t about· 
by the ~lionqttton of ~1ork. A vision whic~ is not r~oted in so:1c 
nhstrnct "Utopia" but ·.o~hich is in t!t':l concrotc !listo-ricnl n.trugglcs :mtl 
r'lvol ts of ~:or:"<lrs _, such :lS tho Pnris Cornun..-,. r:~,.,·s & L;;ttcrs 7880 



11~s t,h·e'; __ -t:as;~:,_of cor.mui'iiciti_ng _>this ·vtsia~: t.,l~b~~- 't:~C-clUS~--:'-i-;GWs····:&-- ..... 
L_ot tars ~-is·. -t-h.;, ---~m! y o~a,.q_,n:.!.:t.o..:i_Q_I]. .-~; ~:-~.c.-~v.-, 1 <:":~~ .: • -~· t::'i!! :. d i·a-L1"Ct 1:c a·l 
;_,~t ~o dci 1:; g:y .. o ~ _ :·1n. rx ~ u · -:.1c_t"h de. l.:q:rY ~-til.J. t · ;_:t ~ .1 cos'·. >l:-:!.? h nS .t s- ~ ?n th ~ :· p i"~h __ hl!:l 
a-:-:,dbtot r 1 a yin g; out_. any:~ ·cHlrt i cul a.r- s~luti-::t :for .:av O>ry_~n.~_--t o::·'-' fo llOW_t~-~-·,_- __ -

._xr:t_Cri3~·iS ·::io_· sp~cific __ foi-ultlt~ · f9r·c _arri V,ing· at~- :his.- !ui•.-; Vi.s i_on:··_U-:l,dfu_~ ~ 
; _,}tO:} (I t'ln 1 t -, l-;:ilOt-! ., 'Jha t ; .f,n~-:.\- ·t Jlc :~:_·,~V., 1 U t. i •.m· H-i.l- r t .i" "J ·• ·,. i,: ~'..\ e·-_, h'h :1. t ~:,_t~ :; C!'l1t F 
·-.-dol: is" <:St_ud}"··":t_i:lci .. v_ll_i-fous ,. rcv-:.1 t S;- ~fltL--··::.:i-l"i \(·' · ii-:=_-:- .-1 ---.vis i-=:;i. 't .. Hl ;:-,--dQ_,-;SJl q;_. 

strass:·--~-f~r:':1; JaS! riuCii ·as th~··";)tt.s-si:i:is for:.ft;~.~G.o:.l·'!;:"t:-t--i: ar-.J--C.Omji)n.'..:'to, 
'O:il-. '',• - --- . ' . - . ·- - ·:::::· .. , --~. ~··- _,_·;_,.~ . 
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. CRITIQUE OF A CRITIQLiE: . THE AFRICAN REVOLUTIONS. AND MARXIST:..HUMAlUSM 
• -- Lou Turner, Detroit -..... . 

--'' ,U~o;c.w_e_'s __ so..:..ca~led~"c_ri.ti(;r~~ll~- .. £:c;h._ ?·::of-PhiloSOphy a·nd ReVolutisn· 
~~sc10Ses_·such ·great-· ~nXietY: _for:- crit'iCl~tiig its~ author that-; tho_ugh' he 
does·-quote· Our· CoiiStitUtion-- tCJS'now hOw'· iiUooi:'tailt .. ·we-hotCJ: tha:t~t_;;Ork tO 
be, .. lle __ Seem~·- .. tO ._be:. tOtat1~/ un~~tl~CiOUs·· 0£ ~-tHer~ £a~t -·that·:· the_re-£Oie._: -_-~--: 1)·· 
he·· iS_. arguing ··t.,_itJ:t:- the_- MEirXi~t-~Hurna_Iii_~t .. ofij-c!iliza'tioil~ _ 2i _ ..-;ho_, ·as_ -a- prin-_ 
ciplE:,,_-:·· ney~~ .-_~iit~_S _a:·W9;-k:·as· 7_if- it -w.ere· that 'SiJ19'lc ~_ ·pe:CsOtl •_s· __ ··_v:ieW,.-' __ · 
and,_- i!l' fa'ct, the· SPec.iflc~:work· ·in._.qUeStilih 1ic34··cjohe thi-ough C{uite_ a.". few 
:dra·_:fts during,_the _196816_9..:.73. period, and 3) had .been taken· 'uj:i;by· tf190l:~ 
gan.~za·ti_q·zi. ·in·· COnVen.tfon·_. a_nd _.th9r~ _vOted -:.on_· en·_masse. · Ifl a:.;.:..ord, · he i::; ... 

, .. ~rgU:ing;·_~ot' ·'just. csgainst·'·RD~--thci' '.f'Ouhder· O·r· MarXist...::HWiiaT.tl.Sin+·~in ':tne··u~s·:··;-
bUt ·Ne~4S. ana :Letters. Comrnitb3eS~·-· -

' : 09()kWe._. shoUld· h~v·e'. t-aken·· fUll ·advantage· o·f· th·e fact that he is' riot 
a ·memher~·an_¢1. take· ~dvantage Of that· fact··· to di·sagree, ilot·'ji.,St ·an· anY_._·.· 
sing'ie .·fi;!Ct ·or ·group-·o.f fcicts, .b-Ut. t.;ith·- the ·very .·premise of_ Marxist-<.-. 
H~al-dSin; --~_lli~h in tl);a ·very fir+s't-t ~ei:li::E:mce_ of_ the · chap_ter in·'Ctue_Stion;·' 
artiCulate·~~, .i:tself m¢:st. UnambiguouSly- its "The' Africcin ,_re-volutionS opened 
a. ne,·i_:page ·in the diB·leC_t.ic of tli6ught ·as·_" •.~ell.·. as in Wol:-ld 'hi'StirY~ "_· ... 
Your _·depa_;rtUi:-e :from thitt Premise· :i's: indeed· a_. great depai::tUre-~ UgOkW~,· 
frO~, the- Mal:Xist..:.:H-unlat1ist vie\.,.:-·of· the. African ReVOlutions' WhiCh· you· . 
sure'iy. aaron·· iO-- that 1aSt. sentence 'in you· the.£: is, you thirik so revolu
t_~onary,. whei?-. you. say_ you: _OpPoSe ~·Col'?niallsrn, no matter_' t<lh~t~ f~~:-n 
You mean that the· _ne~v is .. ·neo:.:.co1oni·a1ism, -~rather· than· the African re
volUti6rlS-- 'Which.- ·took_ the~· t..rhble :woi:ld- by stbrm_ ·'in _the~ 196os: (indeed- they 
s_t_artea·_ ·in-> the' 1950Sj ah~F haa· a'chi.evCd ·:nothing· just 'beCause~ ·the; wei9ht 
o£_ cOutit_er-revolUtion, e.Spe'c'i.all)r- the t•t~6 super-pOwers,: nUciearty · arruea 
and tighti.y, i_nt·el:ven~ng:Won ·-over···thein. .._ --_-- -- - ... · .. : :·· ·. :·· - - : ... 

·. ';l'~~S,- ·in~eed~'l~ght'-' year~- 'rCi:t\oved fl:cm .:tarx-·who chc·sc-, ·;uc~:-· ... ·hcn·: 
the 1848 ReVoiuti.OnS ·were a·Cfeatea _to pr6n9UnCe_ ·••r'eyolution·~in:·_peiman-~ 
ence .• " AND: TH:tS MJ).RX PROJECTED NOT OJ:JLY. AS ' 11 THEORY 11 

,_ BUT::rN_- RELATION~· 
SH.IP TO,- TI-lE' TA:rPiNG .. REBELLION A. FE"rl· YEARS AFTER1W\R.D -- a·n.d · Mi'Jrx- ·sui-e~ly 
bad n9 ... i.llu~=!-on!! .. tha_t it ·wo:s?-1.d win _100. ¥ears ago -- as the struggle 
that should se"rve nOt only. as ·"encoi..ti-a9"Emiell:t 11

. t• the:' advan'ced Nest 
EurOpean piolet"c!i:-'i.at"Wh'O were aUieScent' just' because,'they had''l6st. 
Rather;· the' Taiping Rebellia'n ~as-· a mdde1. that· MarX himself r·efucJined 
faithful· ·enough· tO foi:· a whole de~ade ·thereafter to brii-19 ·it·:" into Capi
tal:-'·~.t_sclf in, the Fetishlsm· of Commcdit·ies chapter; AND AT"·TH:E~ END OF 
H:tS LIFE TURl:il To ANT'rtR6P'6L0GY·, wherein h9 di.scovere·d net-.r·paths of re-
voluti"'ri· · · · · . ~ · · -

You qui_te correctiy state that l?&R is one· of ·the-three booKs that 
repre'.sent N&L·'_s·:· theoretical foUndatio!i.S, but hOw- from that ·c~n you draw 
the--__ conclUsioit th8"t"· s·upPOsed1y Ch.·?···is not : .. in ·the· spirit Of 'the whole 
booK"? .· Y!=>u never· ;~eillly. ~xp l:~ in thOse·. suppo'sed~ .. c on:apicuou·s ambigui
tieS .. -, . bUt do~- ·take I •-t::ime Out . ..: •. rn_{i_ t'*"' cri~udla~"=:C~uct.i nc.JlV soe'ak" of'• nnt deny
in9 ... ~Some .. _r-etevance'·.' MnrX may __ hav~' ·for· Afl:ica, though: .obv·iouS-lY~ ·a eCoid-.. 

· ·ing to 'your su'pC?:Cio'r knowledge, ilOt' at.6te·.::capita li.Sm whiCh. Rclya ·.a lao 
aev:etaps_ in ·that 'Ch<JPter·~ _ _ . _ _· . · 

-: ThOUg'b~··the Se·nt·ence· thilt precedes 't.hat-"1973 arneridmcnt to thP. Cl.ln
sti:t:ition C!t\phasizec;l that th~sc foundatiOn wni:-K.s ~rA not a·· "prcgram 11 

becauSe of' our desire t«. Pl:-oject the fact· that· W'e l:-ealiy are epan to 
workii19 .w1th othei:S, neVertheless~ \<that nCeds· t.a··be··stressed· here is 
whitt n'C:'ontributioh" . to the·oretic· preparat'ion for' 'reVolution·, iriea·ns. This 
is the' nUb of .. t:-he a:'".Jesti'On'O£ ~hat 'prec·i·sely is ·the 1'premise 11··of Ch.7 
of P&R. 
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Let's now look again and actually see if Ch.7- 11 falls short. of the 
_s_pil:-i~ o_f the ~o~ho.le- book_," a~d._ see: i.f._ the. fjround .can_ be_ cleared._()f- all-

. tha· er~~:or~.- YC?U· COmmitt_ed :·no_t·- alon_e_: in- methOd _a~ci- grasp. Of t_he. -~truct~~e·-
of_: P&R,.- but jus_t in_ the actual. facts. o_f the African Rev-olutions •. · The ... 
91D()Und' :X:: .. refer tt~)_ is· 'the' Marx:ist-HU~anist ground which an:V_cne·, .thoU_gh~' 
not a .Mar~!_~t_-P.:ciciai1ist· Lik-e_ vourSe.if,. niust· confront· if_· he j:S at~ a11. 
serious-.. aboUt_··;:.eyo1.utionacy iX.ansformation on the Afi-i.c_an cOn~in_ent 
and -_w_or.l-~wide .. _·- , - · · -· · - · . - •. ;•-

.T~e form that Raya .cr~a-te_s' 'fo~ _ Ch-~ -t_: -~ore· than any· _O"the_r· disc-tos·e_s·· 
the cont_inuity..-from M&F to.-P&R,. _and from i?&R _toRi:.~~ .. - The._9bjf!.<:='tiVe_ 
world. develoPment's frOm. the- period _of- N&F tO 'P&R, saw the'._emerging __ dis--:
-~o.;-dance .between_ idcio'lo9y and econ()inic r'eality. iO- Africa. ·" .. M&F .. ~'?Ved ~ _' 
~r?~ .H~gel '.s. absolUtes __ in-- ~_n-_ age: 0£. RevolU"-tiOn~-, tO_.'the pbi1os0phiC, -~es
tioris- )>eirig- ra iSB_d :: fl:Oln -- belo~r_·_ in .. _the ' i950.s ·.age-: o·f- -au_toma.tiori.::·;:ma~· _the _~_ .. :: 7

--:, 

new humanism .. t·lha·t ch..·?·b.otb.-::-eflects.cf the rnoveinent £rom·)·1&F to' ..... 
P&R_ a~d _._the ino:ve:.nen.t within·-. P&R is i:he.-··fcict -that. the quest"JJnt;;.,. of .t:,ecih~ 
no lOgy. ~nd' state~capftalism ·.posed. in ,the. adv~nCed.-West. and _East ~nd __ if 
could_ -man .'f?e~ free._.._from under _t~_e ·weight· of both _had _t_o be .. ppse.~ ___ af:leW_ in_ 
techn~logic_ally b?ckwai_d A_fr_iCa. Moreover,. in 1958_.~.-~hen M&F.Came off 
the .press the .dialec_tics- of 1i.beration· of the African ·revolutions. ha~, 
bare:ty: begun_,with the Gold .c_oast becoming Ghana~--

A,· decade .late;-, the._ genocid'a 1 \"..rar- in Biaf.ra which- sla~ghtered· tWo 
million- people . i!l tW:o-and~a-::--P,a1_f-. years to ~he- _tune df ,the ._.Super:-p?w_~_rs 
contending, for .. economic . .interests_ in the oil-rich Riverine deltas,- _and 
for.:. geo-p_oiitf:'cal p_osition. in We:stcAfi-ica be.came a-, modern hOrl:_or' __ st9ry 
that giows a11·. the more- tragic -when _abStract. iiltel.tect.ua'is- offei._ ·tm; 
cosy_.~delll!J-rre~ that "'Biafr:an. inaePeJ.:.dence' r·e-_stea_· on·_- the hysteria ocre
at~d.,f!Y.~ Oj~kwu; and- company. II Let's· listen for' a. moment to a 1-etter 
fm_J!I a. _Bia_f_ran.-Marxist-_-frorit -inside the· countrx at -1;he lie-i_ght Of the. -~.>~ar 
and judge. for _oul:-selves Whether it is hys.t_eria or· -i:.he :paSsion,.for_ free-
dom .we hc,ar: ,._. ·- · _ , . . -.· :-·-. . : . - .. , . _ 

... T~e quarrel bet•.tJe~n Nigeria and Biafra is simply a. quai'l!-el 
-b.~tto-_7een An'gl.o-American capital and the progressives, of Easte_rn 
Nigeria. It ie_ over_- oil and- markets •. All o-ther le-ga_l.istic, _talk 

- aboU:t .. unity; -secess{on, .·etc ... is so much eye-t-.rash. _NO group h~_s 
-_ t-lisP,ed,· for secessiOn .more than. the, group" ~hich Gown _,-repiese~ts.· 
· -- Northe:rn Nigeria •.. B:ut the January 1966 coup by ~ajor Nz,co·gwu 
~ al scared the imperialists stiff,. lienee they organized. tJle -
counter~_coup by Gowen ••• 

!'One last point on Biafra. A revolution is· going.on J:lere. 
Our struggle is not_ just- a wa-r against mas_sacre maniacs. O~rs 
is, strictly defirled,.. ·an. anti-imJ?erialist. struggle against Bri
tish. and Americ_an investors who ar_e_ merely using. our Nigerian 
brothers as agents.. It· is profitable to create hatred. _. Recall 

·-:how the-U.S. uses the South Vietnamese. WE! olso struggle against 
the sham9l.ess Soviet manifestations -- MIGs,.. rockets. etc .. sent 
to an imperialist cum fe_udalist r~gi~ in La_gos!! -~orne t~~ngs 

"Ne, the--Biafrans, do not losE:l.Bight of the.negative impli
cations of· secession, and '-'te pride ourscilves on ·our long and 
dedi.cRted efforts .to build a strong, united. Nigeria _;i.n the· past. 
But::· . ...-hat .•.·!e have no'•'- resolved to figh'f:: c!gain_st to the ·,b_i-~ter_:e~883 



is a co~~tcy_ unifie~. for __ :iJ!lPcrlalism.. No. true 'prog:Cessive' fights 
·::-for ·a;_ unity-bai;ed. on the ·.euprem.:icy .cf -reaction!:- W03 ltave-.:-Vot-'led .-:~ 
· to·:·c_ontinue this- struggle bccalt"se our people have "b~en· gX.eatly · 
brutalized, _and the· .future .. i.s_:-one of glOom_ unless:-w·e-::are allowed 
our self-determination. 1\bove .all·~ our 't.,.ar" of-: se1f-determina
ti0n -· h·as' :-the·· 1:-evol.Ut.lonary _ diroension· of. the emer-9-ence"· of· a:· NET.q 
SOCIETY".:.::-..: a· progre-ssiVe b1.ack"·peo-ple '_s re:;nibl.ic-:· that".-.i.s, deS-.-.. ,·.-
tined -:to _·play· a _-deciSive· role .. not ·only in _Africa;,:< but in; the'· 
wo_rld .. ~· · W'hateVer·.the·-·role fuay -be whether· in· .victo_ry··or defeat·· 
we·_ cannot say~- but: to ·struggle· ·as- African's- seeking ·self-deter.:. 

'rninatlon -for' AfriCa- -is· revolutionary;: for- we·- stand--alone~ with--·· 
0':1-.t. PoliticCl.l suppqrt frOm the outside .except: ,£rom .other~ Afri-:--· 

· "Ca!iff~ For :us~~:- therefore. "_to· abiindon . __ t}le .. _£ig~t _ Wou1d: ·mE< an·_. to_, a-:-
. baridon·· the' revotUtiOn'. of -the masses.·,. Biafrci< iS: more-~ than~·a

gOVernment' _Or a· ptace;- ·it is·· an' idea ·vb-outc:freedom."- To· fight 
-for it·, p·erhaps l.iVe for·-it, if one is ~ucky,:· is our. ·const.iming

p~s,si:on. ·: ( 11/1168) 

_Co-uld. it ·_-es-cape anyone- that out: of ·such ·"new pnssions. _and :new 
·forCes._,.' the· -Sin9le tcirm . that- -unites ·-ch -~·1·--and · ·ch. 7 is 'se'1f-deterndnation· 
as idea's Snd. ::S:e ·nations. ·:.The· qu-estion· ·is:· Can·· the self-determination 
of- the· ·xaea ana-·of .. ~na'tiOns be scen.-in- their fullness- separated· from each 
other? _ Ray~ __ 1 s r"edis_-cove:::Y -of·'Hegel•.s absolutes· ~in the .1950s- -had _just 
intimated what meaning the self-determination of-the Idea would_-haVe 
as the· st_~ggles for self....:detennination in state-capitaliSt-, Eastern 
Eu;rope.·urifolde'd.- -BY -the .time the· di;:;dectic of .liberation _had _draWn 
into it·~- ci.u:re'rii£ ·the ·Underdeveloped- Third world -struggles againSt ,the 
technolOgic"r,tlly advanced ~Wes·t·, ~any Marxist 'theoretician who had not_ 
caught· ):11e .;COnCi:-e"teitcss o_f -He_geJ. 1 s self-detennining idea of._ freedom -:-~ 
tile --~6g8ilcy Of absOi.ut:e" negativity: for a "birth-tim.a--of, his,tory'>:-'7 
had not-- Onl~.{ ·moved· far at:aY from dialectics but--'away -from_ rev;olU,tion.:-.~-

Lenin singled ou-t this type_ of Marxist in 1916 -when he summed UP..-> 
his.; theS·i·s tOn self-determinat iori of nation~: ·~To .imagine_ that: s9_cial 
revoiUtiqi1 i~ conceivable •t~ithout. --:r.-evolts by small nations in. the_ co·-
lonies arid fri- Europe .... is to repudiate social revol~tion ........ Whoever 
exPect~-·a :· 1 prire 1 ·social revolution·-will~ .live·:to-_sea _it._:· Such __ -
a·· perSon. payS lip-service to revolution: without understanding what_ re-
volution is." · · · 

·In our period, the crisis in philosophy didn't so- much mean--search
ing.for new pathways to revolution-- thcy_~ere being blazed in every 
region· Of thC· post-• . .,.ar: \Otorld 1 in developed and underdeveloped lands. 
Rather, it meant. searching for a -new theoretical envirOnment, for, ne\"1 
strata of theoretici~ns to carry_ on the needed dialogue. to work out 
the ·Dcw_~diale!Ctic of libe.l:-ation that- \<las emerging •. Today, we recog-. 
ni'ze What it .meant to '1discover 11 a Frantz--Fanon ao .co-thinker. The .. 
Black Consciousness Movement•s independent discovery of Funon in,1976 

However~ the proCess Dnd labor of getting to a FanOn in the Third 
World Saw a very rich a:1d profounrl: interchange not only with . a broad 
ri;s_nge 'of _inte11ectu\:lls, including Senghor, Azikit>~e and"Nkrumah --:- whom, 
ii1.ci~e~.allv, RaYa never _accepted and made_ tha~ clear open:~'-- but 
also~ 1~h youth groups ~n·senegal, Nigeria find·the Gamo1a. Tha 
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sinne_ is··true'-With labor-·1cad9rs nhd rank-and-file ·workers with-whom she 
pa-rticipated in many: demonStretions,·- one of which should. have,.e:specially 
interested~cgok"We since~_ it waS with:· Hausa youth-· in- ba_ck-.Of- Zik!s pal-_ 
ac:e· ·) .. n ·-which ·a 11·- the -particip~::mt.s~- yelled· _so :toud :againSt. zik,:_,._tha t there 

·was·-_nQ:_w;Jy_,_fo-r him· not·:to. hear. it.~--:~-:·.-· 
· · · --~ ~l:oniCa-1:1y; · that.-·kirld:- of ... tliGoreti.ca ~-- d.:ta 1~9-u~-- on :·.dia le.cti~S could 

not ba' conducted with ·those· within· the~ 11established"-:r-t.arxist- movement· 
repre.S~ntiil9"_'W~at. Rp:Ya cal.:le~-- -"Alterml_tives~·--'•. __ Today.- it· ·is· a~.:~ ~-f' Raya. , 
contpe_llcid-~to ·deepen· that" dialogue_: W:ith revolUtionary. p9st~Marx.:_Kerxis~s 
like Luxemburg·. and Leil.in·;·: ·and:; :finds_-_ .. them: wanting- w)len: me:lsul:e-~-~-agc.\iiist 
~.r'lrx•.s-- philosophy of-·'~revolution· -in:·.-perrnEnience:"-, -· zrid-,-~the- new -pathway~ 
he discovered in·.-his :last. deCade. _ . __ . · _. . . - -

·- -Iil :the- 1960s and·10s. the- dialo9-ue.llad- to-_ be1 conducted globt~1ly
with tboSS-' fa ··ced With- -the dialeCticS of .·libera~i:on and·.the -__ cl:-isis of 
the ·wo"rld·'ec_onomy.- -~Th±s ·too1c. ·Raya· to·.\"lcst Afrfca in 1~62. :t.t _was in 
this theoretical-·'terrain that._.philosophy.-'-:i.tsel·f could .be subjected to 
absolute negavity,. if it wa·sn 't_ to :be relegated- tO ·in_tell~ctual dis
course· or mc:r::ely become a- "treatise_ on the universal., n as Fznon noted. 

ThuS,.·_you. havec only·-_to'·.thinl:. of -the laSt -three: decades __ of,_A_frican
·revolUtion~;-· .. ~hA_c:h overnight· redrew the -very geograph~t" :o"f= :~he __ .Woild.-that 
_ iiriperia;J.ism -l'ied-.. Cri.ginally carVed:-up nearly 100. yea.;~,.e~rlier_,. .:t_q-_,s_ee_,· 
what-" illUminatiOn they. cast on Lenin' a:·. 1915 forrinll~tion .-- · 11Man'.s -~og
nition 'not>;·i:i.nly ref_le"cts the .-Objective world but-creat_e~. it." Le!lin 
never--h8d. 1the _cha"nce".to work-:tha·t~ out;- and. -it .. rEimains -the·.stoPping 

.p'oint o·_f: today·'·s .A:fiicr.ni and Third .r'lorld -theoretiCian~... -· -. . - , 
.-rt';is t'rue 'that Lenin st:ateS -tb.is-·35 ,he app,r_oa~he~. the· __ Absol~_te~ 

:rdea·, ·and it' is- ·also· .. trUe ·.that everyone- would ·ra.ther. stres_s method~ than 
the -)\bsolu.te· ·:raea· .where ·method gets". so ful:ly· dev~lopCd a_~ ~abs.o~Ute: _ ne-' 
gatiVi:ty' i:hat it ·:·intimates rie~.o.r stages 'of cognition--- the. phil.<?sophies 
of NatUre (practice)' "and ~1ind (theory): However~ it. is precis_e~y .he.re 
tha-t _ the _probl.em 'appears,. . when . method gets degraded· to 'being nothing 
rnor~~tharl~·a ·~toOl" to ·be_ cipplied.,; · _ _, 

.. ·:Hege'l; exploina_ that to -grc:isp· the dialectic: as method ~e must re:~ 
turn te-·the absOlute cis--beginning ,·-_which while _.defective, ·nevertheless,. 
is- "etidow'Od .. with;thc··-±mpulse.of self-development'!" ~ «;lon~.t whether or 
'not· it _is-:.-necessary to·. st;~p·-·_here to ·point out that :t:his.- concepti~n 
points· tO·:_th9 integrality· of .'ch .. l's Absolute J:dea.as new beginning _a,nd 
the "impulse of self-development" in the African revolutions.~ de_Sp?-te 

·-the defectiveness th~t i's inherent 'in· 311-beginnings; such as,.neo-co1-

onialisrit. 
Nevertheless~ the ·key ·.to _absolute method is-, that second. negatiOri 

iS thd:·,-turning~ of·: the t>!hole· development of thnught and:r:cvolution ... 
'!'htiil~ -~if_·_nnything· t:li_~?tin'J,~ :i.RhAs .. vulgnr. 11\r~ teri.alism- :from .Mi:lrx '.s .dia lee: 
tical'materialism' it is the relationship of first to second negatiOrl- or 
ababluta" net)oti'\.'Pity.- Whot Rnya- caught in the Absolute. rdea and._ rcicrci.:. 
atciS' in RL1f~KM as Mnrx•s __ "revolution· -in perm'lnence 11 .was that .attitude 
1.·1tiich is· stuck in flrst- nogntivity only views subject_ivity as-.u. _P:ur··· 
P?Se', an end, for the .. negation 'Of' Wht1t is •. The dialectical i'lt~l.tude 
to 6bjectivity,·-On the C"ther h<:md, grl)sps-,subjectiv;lty_ ns the_ me;Jns 
th:Cough Which tha· second nagetion,. _the creation. of the new,. is brought 
forth. The.vulg~r muterio.list-"never gets beyond the Gconomic realit~r 

.. and his. DttitudP. th"t tho aim· of. subjectivity,is the opposition· to .tmt 

. • ri;.aHty. . . . .. 'l885 
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-Fr':lm-- the final pa-rt _of· the l.~st .parngraph on the Absolute J:c:";.ea. 
Hegel then opeits· fo"rth with· such. entirel.y new vistas·-as ""absolute li~ 
berat:i.!::m," th?.lt, again, wa. ore· able to recognize .from. the vantag_Q. ·point 
of· today!S libcxa ti_on -struggles ·that'" in this freedom;.'.• .no·-· __ transition 
takes Place 11 for !'the .pasSoge is .... to :be understood here:.rather ·-in·· :t;his 
mannSr ,".·that·- 'th9. idea £iee1.y. releases itself· in its,- ~beolute_· -Self-:as~~ · 
suranc_e.-:and inner· poise." ·-·,· . _ 

· HG-g81' s· phila·saphic- sununation. gave his·-_ mind such; a::·release·-_a;nd:- ·. -·' 
· prescience· in.:se·nsin9 -the- futu:i:e· :in--the' present that·-whoinev_er·j\rould:- .. ~ · 
· _ Q.is~iss: · -, · .Hege1' s- _ Absol.ut9 .Idc.a _ ·,_ 'ci_s __ ·the: 'l?roduct; .of~. a-.- _prC:-t~chno;togi,C~ 1 

age __ only· proves. thereby.:that. they: have· stopPed .at.· the ':LOgic-_· and_' not! ~n~ 
te·red the--Philosophy---of Mind. For this :is- what Hegel-: s_tates,in:_.para.> 
526 :·· ·"The labor which thus· ·becomes more abstract: tends on one hand. bY:-
i.ts·-~nifOrmitY ·to make -labor easier and :to·_._incrcase· pr:Od.uc_tion --7~- o~--.. 
o3ri9~.:h~r to limit each -person· to o single Jc,ind of:_. technical skiJ.l,- -~n_d 
thus :pr_OdUce more- unconditional :·depen'dence on the! ·social:·system"": -:t'h~ 
skill. it_s.~lf becomes ·in this w~y--.mechi.inical> and·._getS. the _cC:rpability 
of letti"rig the machihe trike ·the- place Of human labor.u 

'".ofhat compels us· to turn to Hegel's absolutes :are -the proletarian. 
:··~trtiggles in _.the _technol~gic.:!lly_ develo'ped ~-1est arid East as w011 ·as the 

national- struggles: -in··thEl pre-technOlogi.c'al .'J!hird-~WOrld.-· ';fuat_ is- co- · 
gent for today• ~:Third _World reality is that _having reached the .. ulti
mate iri ~technolog_ica·l ·-deVelo.pmGnt. on a :world-scC~le,- the ·-responses of· .. 
the maSses in_ the- pre-techn'o1ocji.ca1 -Third ''lorld economies ·il:l~irlates ·_:;: 
_altoge-ther -new 'dimensionS 'in''the 'Hegelian d"ialectic.; .Inseparable, .ho·.tJ"
ever; from Wha't ·one 1 s aC:/e illunlinates is ·'its histori.ca 1 limit"1ti9ns_ -- . 
_which both creates-the ·coricrete universal and exhausts it: thus.·rnaking · 
it\lpe:icitiv9 the need tO" return -to the dialectic "in and for ··;itself," to 
work Out·· the· new: uriivc:i:'Sai ·,,.,hich will become concrete through. ~·ne_~· pas
sions and new forces~" 

. ·-'What the--:~dministrative mentality o€ the AfriCan intellectual has 
disclosed is a- Feuerbachian, ~contemplative attitude_ to reolity--in which 
sCience and' teChnolog-y are reg-~rded ·as Subject n.t the expense-~o;f_.:.:the _. 
sel_f-de::ve1.cpin9 African masses. I.n the Third· World _e new-_beginning_ can 
note be:_ made_ from technology any more than the capitalist can- .expect a _ 
~chine 1.·a~her than the· living .Laborer to produce surplus valUe·.<_~n:-the
indUstr-ialized Nest and East. A neW beginning can- only be made -~rom 
the ·subject· who has created the new "reality.of the nation .. in the. 

Third ~loJ:ld ~ 
The. administrative mentality of the African intellectual takes:~he 

iimpirical·-- elements -of i:cchnologicn l""backt·lardness as the real, ·whereas. 
the dialectic discloses the catego1.~:i as of Freedom, Subjectivity, Self
d~t~rmi~~tion, -c~_c.;. as tl1~ method by ·which· to compJ:~h.end objective re
ality a·nd _ chonqe it. Through 'the- du;)l- movemerit --of these -cat.~gori.as:- ~nd 
the m<"ls.ses Ne arrive ut a new subjeCt-ivity and a new stage of_ cog
nition.· th;;!;t·- has· absorbed the objective stage from ·which it issued. _ T~e 
admfnist:i:-a.tive rnenta~ity is not So much <"ln·attituda,tc_objectivity.as, 
it is ati attitude to· self-developing subject~ 

sec_a..;!Sc- the Absolut-,e Idea is not a system but the method of_ cogni
tion for- an epoch of £readorn struggles, the -logic nnd .scope of- !"'-ElrX 

1 

s 
Cacital toO didn't st~p <'It the technol"ogical ':"-Jest but extended _te the
pre-technologicul world-.. Mo.rx subsmned 11 so-called primitive ac7§~~---
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tionn· -within·' Pa:tt 7 • s .absolute· genera~· law of· capitalist acclllt\u1aticm .. 
ThiS_' is~What'he took expeption to in·his-critique"of Mikhailovsky an_d
What~ be· ret_u.rned' to· i·n ·his EN .. · 

_ .·. -?Iri :-a ·certain s_ensef' .. we m'ight ·have discerned: the relatioriahip. be_t"":~en 
HegCl'B= ·absolutes::arid· the_: non-capitalist worl.d·; ·iri Marx• s·.·being--ab1e :to_ 
br~ak ·m.ore-·dSf~n~tive~y with classical_ politicD1'..econOmy (wherein; he_ 
discovered labor_ ae3_ subject ._in ·-.the te.'c_hnological- .'\<torld), :than .-he w~s- · 

· ~ble -:to -break·_ with 1 the Hegelian· diali:ictic .:-(whose··self-dete:rtnining;o. Idea 
Con:t·inued to·'reappc·or>as-· the self;.determinatiOn:-.of:.-n·at.iOns- once·,_ pri a-_ 
WO:i:'ld--scale·; 1 caoitalism:~ha-a.>extended:-:ftSe1-F t~. _tht=t:. nre·-·tec}m.o1ogical

--Thi:rd-·.Wor_ld)' ~ ·.::it·· i_S· t;ue tha_t·: N"hile' t-.1arA -~~a;;terP~~~d:- c~6ssic_bl· -P9l:i:
ti9~l eco_nomy' to· H8ge~ • s de-hUlt'~ni:zation of. ,the J:dea_~· hi.s· break_ wit:h:. 
class·:rcal_political ecohomy -'was complete..;. :He;. ··iioweve:i:;- -COi-.tfinued to_··.;re
turn: to Hegel·;· I:t -isn't ·ac·cident:.al· tb'en that, hiS next. __ return~--:to Hegel· _ 
was. for' tbe 1'857'-58 G'rrind;d sse which 'goeS into both technOlogy_ 'and:'·Pre-· 
capitaliSt' 'econOrriic·· formations- fOllowing· the- Taip".ing- Rebellion~-- that 
the. l860S··:returh was ;made aS· -he- restrUctured capital. under _the ).rnpac_t 
of ~he A~erican Civil N'ar· and' its pre--proletarian .Black, di~ension; then 

-·follows his 1870s ·return_ with ·the ·nm..,-·French· edition· of Capital -in the 
·period ·of.'the' Paris Connnune <:1nd .Criticrue ·of the· Gotha -Prog:ra·mme:- and in 
the,-lBBOs ·on both ·:t-lagrier ·i:md ·in -&he -EN he .kept rcpeating_.-'!dio.lectica·.u . 

.-.. 'Furtheimo":i:e·; ·the ·20th :century -has· shown :that ·:the broader. extension 
· .. of -capitalism :into the pre-technologica:J.- Third· World .mearis a. grea.ter 
teChno.iogfC~l' ccihcentratioli. i11 ;.th"e· deVeloped· lands •. Ho;.tever f', tJ:.e ad.:. 
mi'n'istiat.ive -mental_itY churacterizes that attitude whi-ch ar.ises .in. __ : 
"bo-t:n:--tO ~il'l'llliediateiy·."organlze" .-the results o·f the revolution, .. be_cause ::{t 
sees no ful:-thei need 'for dialEictica! .. develop:ffient .. ~-Yet, it is prec::-isely 
a-t thiS· turning· Point ·of· the. second hegativi.t~f having achie·.red .tl_l_e _re

<_Volutiori, ·that· We ente-r-~·-the-.·rculm of- the self-lj,berating subjectivity 
of the Phil .. of Mind .. 

:Indeed,", .this is the premise·, ~ground and --t"tality of_ ch. 7. a_nd the 
Wli.Ole"Of_.~--.for-~it ·is .so. concrete: _for, our ag~ ·and·.CSJUldn't .eV_e.n:-_,hayc;;::_·. 
bee!n-·that-concrete ·.:for·t-tarx who haC broken-off. on the-Absolute 6nq·, Pio-· 
miSed :·to :_retur·n~ :r •-m ~referring' .to : those ~ast thz;ee ~yl.lpgi~~s ·in 
Phil·: ·'of--Mind. Hc:id Ugukwe "bothered ·to ask hi.mself_.how does it ... happen
that in that·,_veiy last section on Phi"l; of'-Mind, Raya gave it the s~-· 
heildirlg: 11 Novcmeht ·from_ ·PrnCtice~~~ it--would. be clear. that _she .was_._say--:
.ing:·-:·;·it-·isn•t-··th~t we-are "smar.ter" than the founder.of revolutiOnary 
Marxism -- ~~rx -- but thct the movement from practice charaCterizing 
oUr'·-acje· ... rasn•t· preseil·t in Marx's end it is ·precisely Ch.9 on "N:ew Pa_s.:. 
sions· and Ne,·7 Fniccs 11 which·.m~de us so smart,.- and-- thus is our challenge 
to w0rK.·out·'phi10sophy as action·for age. 

· TiierefOre·~- what:- ;ustifiC:s-·baainn:l.na • ... d.th· the most ::~~stra'ct·.'.in_._~ 
'i~e-;;.--\-iith.Hegel 1 s ·ab~olutes,. is tJolhat ,ru;cessitate.d ending RL~7LKM to~ith 
n· 11 l980s View". The "197oa· View11 of the decade· of the '60s that nGces·
sitated be9'inhiri.g· - 11 abstractly~•- with· philosophy_ h<=3s- oft'-~n .been attri
but-ed t·(,- .. 'the need to- fill: the theoretic void· at the core 0£. thc.'60s.' 
activism.. However, making the 'beginning with philosophy WtiS ai-ao_. ito-, 
cesa·acy·· fOr the fUture 'when the ~bstract suddenly. could becon1e ·tho con
crCte universal. In the· final syllogism (para.577) ~f the" Ph~l .. of Mind 
He9el Ca-lis this the -l:dea of Philosophy. This process unfolded ,in .. a. 
·succes-sion of reVolutions in the T-hi:rd t\"ortd in the 1970s and 1:98Q, ·from 
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South A-friCa to J:rnn· to -Nlccragua, -and in the developed state-caPital.:.. 
-iSt world, from PortUgal to Poland .. · 

BE!:eause Ch .. l's categories. in P&R are not exhnusted._in _a .single 
re-ading or }?y-- a given ·peri6d,-.·it may ,help us grasp -m:;.ffil<f.J.:. ~h_e· "Xd~a 
of PhiloSophy11 

_ al\~ys~ presents a new set of. categories once a new stage 
is re-iiChed -~nd-_ 'tho!! old catc-g"o_ii"es prove. inS~.:lfficicnt./. This also allows 
for a_ disi::ove'ry of--now· mO~_nts 'in .MarX· ~-'lhich· lead to ""a new subje'ct:ive/ 
obj~c_~-iVe ·v'antage _-point .from ~'lhich · 1:0 .view. his philo!3ophY,_ e_.g_., · Marx 
and the. Black: world, Mar:c•S coricept- Of" T..;Oman, Narx•s __ theorY 9f ·prt]~rii-
zation. · -, 

Moreover,. it' ·isn't _that· ·Hegel 1 ·s AbsolUte !-!ethod __ contains orlly ab;..... 
stra'ct-_uniVel:sals. Rather, it· -is· the process by.which the-~mind.:fqrms · 
no-tiOns ·of _'itself. an-d eXpe'i-ieriCe·s the_ self-determination oi'- those notionS 
as_ i,ts .drive tO fZ.eedom .. ' _This Lenin n6b3d ~ .... b_en he __ ·w:iote -that -'"The- form
ing· of abstract __ nBtions ·already· includes. Consciousness;- Of ·.laW so that 
the simplest· fornling of notions (judgments, sYl-logi-sms,_ etc~·_.r sigid~ 
fi'es ever· deeper kno·N'ledge of . objective world cO.nneCti ons. Here, . is the 
significance of the HegelialJ LogiC.". t'lhether it was· Fanoil' s · cori.clu- · 
·siori that riational c'onsciousness- \'1a-s to be found in the African pea
s·a'ntryi Or Raya 's _·description 6£ who1e. villages "to--a man1 w·oman -and 
Chiid" turning ·out to disCUss the political·~.estiny·--of independence, or 
the _rna~S. chD-~?cter of the BCM and its organiZationa1 principle o~ -con
sultation ---the forming of'the "abstract" notiori of'the nation iS at 
once_ the-subjective driv~ of the Self~determination of the nation •. And 
that drive and consciousness is continent-wide to this day· in.·Africa. 
In' o_i:her_-wor_ds 1 ·Hegel's dOctrine ·of the. Notion is _the revolutiOD.~ry.· 
poiitics of today' s freedom strUggles: because-' as method 'it paral1el.S 
the_,masses overcoming _i:he __ oppos!tion _J:l_et\ieen:· subject ~rid ob)-ect, theory 
<:lnd practiCe, .:_ideri: of __ the nation and the 're.F'!l.itv of co10riialiStU and 
neo.:..colonialiSrD.; aild the. division between me!ntai and .. m.:-~nual lnbor .. -

Neo-colonialism ?.nd--· "home rule" could not have so- raP~id1y asserted 
themselves h3.d not the integrality .. of ideology __ o.nd ecoilomic.poli6y. pro
vided the point·. of_._entry for the·_ Contending poles" Cif .. ,,;,..or1d capitalism._ 
And. Where_ the original attraCtion t6 Marxism ·which ·emerged out -of tlle · 
initia~"unity of the AfriCnn intellectual ana masses became truns~~~~d 
into "~lkrumahism" ond ;u1 i:tbstr.oct rather than concrete African socia1-
isrn- folloN·ing- independence, , the seParation· of leaders £.rom masse'S was 
canonized as the state_ plan from above~ . 

Of course 1 there is rornething more than- the inter-class rivalr.ies 
of the ntitl.ve and foreign bourgeoisie propelling U;okwe 's reversal of 
th9ory and reality_. It is his attitude to the African musses: ''That 
the .. , 'African revolutions opened uP a rlew. pn,ge in the dialectic of ·thought 
as well o.s in •,Jorld history' t.rcs possible only -rn the sense that they 
were devoid ox·clnss struggles. The ___ p:CCOccU.pation with._the" nciW n·at.iOns 
obscured the rnanife.stction of the 'half wny dia1_ectic' \'lithin th~ mass 
movement. '1 As stated enrlie:r this is not simply a dieogreement over 
the facts, but a retrogressive dcpn~ture from the very promise, gro~nd 
and totu.lity of r-1<lc::i:;t .. ·IIum~nisin .. 
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.·:-:c":-:.o?1· .• _ l.ri Los /~n:;·,l_.,r;,-.,tn ... ~ t:O•lr. bro~1e'•t -;,Ut,-:'!·_;· • .!·_; ~·~::.-:l<'S.~i_O:a·,._C,g, 
yo'.al.; ,·:-~nt!ri-:; t•Y 1-::no•r n'lr_'i ~:-~nut :J::.rx, ·s;>.:ci:-1 ~v · c· '::-. 1.-!1f;:t~ ·t.!\," 
_,.,~\ ·r_:. ;::t .. _-.,~•s· -~·1)•· on ~~'!-lrX ~.~1d t'H: Cr'isis iT .. lu':.ri:\ "J:r ~ :dorin''ntit us· 
fn trpJc·,' t-ii'.-:··~· ~·;;..,,_:r~·l· 1-:!1~ -l~t-:i 4"liil.-·.~l:U'i·in· ~- gtu:Jv,~~rou.;·-o-.\ P?trt ·I 
t;E p:Jil:ts•y.,:,v 11 ::..wt)l~t!:ion. A<: -=-·:.;: :.,:\:\-~ ti.:;·:~. :-. ·,u:,n ~r 'lf in't~·ll·oc"tu'1.1! 
'(-,::trtl.C:tl··r~.y '\.'1 -S.'. 1 ·11. '(.!~) ~-· ~-r ~ ;·.-~t ~·~r~ug;·1·- !:" ·:, to·tr ~.,~,?--.-~;nc! h.l ~-
'Stt.fdyin(!- ').tr i(t.-:ns. 'f~t.o.t ·'i·T:lj ... ceio-~ of .. -:!~- ":r~l~gy -.:f !'."h"'l•.t!:i.·-:~~ .... i:o 

,.:t'"t;. !?:l'o-.:o:t-· ~--f .o-r.'!,:t"'\l~b.tion~'!.l !!'l", ~~·.:~t-•-1.:..:.-';. s:t,")"~ ;i:-t "'·!1·., !:ln. fi.r:;t- 111t 
·l.!s 1-t:~r.y:-,'.s ·t~l~~~_in S·•-'1!:.:""-:-.H:--..rb:-:.];':'~, j:.i:i.J•-~ s.,a~. ~='t1r·r·~-r~', .~-~r.L>i.n..:~· 
the ~-'-'.C_i,.Jor • ._-to :co s·o;1·:; '.1.'1!'\V_.:; .t~~··.:-,,~,o~ o-:: ~·i.s '1·.::1. i:Y .. ~~ov:!. .~; ':t:l ! .. ~ .:_n 

:, ·or!: .\.'it", :a~~- lt'_.::.a.l., 

"T~u~'(:~;;}c.:;:i-irht.iCn en· ='';ii.,--Sn--,:.y- t:"~---~.f..:~ :l'J··· tl()o:rz iu· t.:':·~ lf-ff:ort 
Of' Co:-ln·"l.Ct'!.-.e '1':'lt'•- ot:Lrs'· !li:;~•li~~~lti>. t!t ~ ;ss·:J\C . ...,£ .-,ur· H(:r 1~ t'o en~~~~. 

'f"Oi-_' tlf_; C~~~ll·:;ri~··J no~·,. is· .tO :CO:'l.Cr.:r.;_·z '1 t·.~~"> !•-iU :as •.;i" .:tll t'~'l -
forc-:!:.l ~f r:::volutio~. Nnt·1 chv·.11'>,1:1_::mts., :-.:; •.-:-:·.11-_"~ -de·~ :.t~fi.:lis'·~:_·_~ ·•n-r· 
:)CCur~d i:t t:1i·! •. 

One aJ'o>::l of ;tctivity ini'or:J.!t.l ~y tlc::por focu': ~·!'I a.,- o\of~J conl .. 
rl~•utions hn~~ b¢t::n w·i th tho J\lack Dioonsiu:t. ';·, r:; :)l.r:i n· '"1f.. 
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: hiid_ w~rkcd .~.;5. th ot'ln: r :trr.;O\ni Zl.t'timu.: · in th<'"'!- !H:lc-;:· co:J.nunl ty--s·ucll a~ 
Blri.ck" Un'itcd 'hf;ainst G•onocitt"C· :1-nd ?-:cnPP--thi.:.: Sur.~:::::n<'_:~arl- and-
Gcnc __ prOduc~l! n · lc_:l_flct·,,_,n- t_h·~ ·n..:W·-'cdii·ie>n o~·:.,~ericnn' CiV'iliz3.tion 
,n- "i'l~i:il. for di -r~~t-:_ dist r'ib1ltion · i'n ·1:!1c _ B la~k-.- co·:L:Junity. Fro1:1· · -.-_ 
rc gul nr- St_:r~_et..:. cori'1,:, r J.'i'St Ti b~ut it.ins :; ac!l' a's-_. the's e~· c:-:~.n., ~.!rise _ _. _·r.cgu lar 
.mc_~tinKs 1n th,'1 Bl:tck co::munity on t'hn HI."'!·J ;;dit:icn of .\COT.-_.---~_-At*-D. : 
timc·w ~n_ Black youth hav·c 'shown- t'hc;;ts~lvcS Ul!1'o'i_llin~ -.t'o·.follo\ot aay 
'os t'abl_ish_ed · 10 ado rshTP ,·, P.la·ck_ ___ or· __ whitc .-_the; -,l!lth~"u.Y.' to·_-_ .l~hcra·t ;<:'_n ._'dis-

.. - ~1-o'sCd i.-:1 the" neW_· edit~On of--~-AC0T-_ b·uCm!!es- .• Concl:l.}te Way to ·_ful::thCr-
_t.,ork· in: the fH·lck-: .. ?'incnSion'e''' ,·;_ .. 

:·.-; .·. t;_k~t·~~-sc:,· tho: ··activfticS at th;~ ~~-~~~:-had· n·e"r d-i~--on~i~:i~:s: .. as· 
two _StudY· ~r0Ul:"JS' ,,.-:::rc he'!O ·.at C:\1 State·· LA. -.t!uring· th<: .. _).C"trJ -erne' on 

·-'Part· lii·-·?f .RL\it~f?R···::tntl :-:noth(!r··on P.:lrt·. I :of P&R. Th~s.:- o;tuJy . .-groups 
h'e-rc:·prQcc.dcd by num~rou·s riCoti'i12S ·sponsored ~':lurs-clv'-~-s: :1.. JHU1'3l'· 
discussi·J!! 011 the L::lb::mon crisis; !'Ulh~ting on Guat--.}_JJ:=il :1 f:~:J.t_urin~ 
-:.tanu·~la S:.!q.ui·c, ~:ary'-spc·:tking_ ·on h.:::r .r-fcXico '_ti-ip, .J_ohn Alr!n .tn.lking ·on 
:,tartifl Luthe-r· ~:ine and thc ____ :n:-.ck· rt.!volt ·t<)J.ay~- Peter sp~akin'~·-·With 
draft resiste-r -"D-:tvi'd _:·:aytc· o_~l -e~to ·!1\J;.. -a1lti-r:lilit,:lrisru.. :lhile this-

··yonr~s_ carnpui. ~iscussioris.wc~u ncr~ -intcer~tcd ~it~-·local uo6tings· 
"th'_a.n· before.: l>~£. s·till·· Uu:;it-·'t:!t:~ -k-ia:l ofoTE,itniz~:ti·Ono.l' :a1.·oil.•th ·t.h·ere tha· 
tho _ur~cncy of tllc -ti::';lCS <! •. n.l~md~ .' .. t UCLA, !Jll' th'c other ·hand, .·wri ,have 
not· Succ'c·cdcd in cst:lblish~i!lg- ;!. r:::·:ulnr p-rcsCncc,· despite ·the- fact 
that· Rriy2.•s lcct-ur·~,-·th:.!rc lH!s: ~<~ell :!ttondct.L •)n~ uay. to ::tc!ticye· more 
·_ore~n·i·za_ti9n-al prC·st:nc·e::~therE:·· next· y_cnr. c:lTl -b.:; th-rou.~1-:. a. series of.' 

· ·_-mc:etin'ri:s on "llnrx· "J.nd ·the 'rhird ·;·:orld:." 
·! ·: 

1-t.·iS tli.:! --T.hT:!."d ~·lorl-c withi-,.."th-is c-:-.untry,- specifically .the ·Latino 
di!_rtcnsicn .. ·which_ needs ~H~!it~C;v-:;T.,pi':t•.!'nt -bY:·t.ht: .local.- ·.This .. yea.r..,_the 
participation of Aari::t in lQca:l :tctivitios comributeJ the dir.1cnsions 
not only of L~~ina and 110nan but also of hi~h school youth. -Hor 

·attraction-- to '-in:rxist-Hurnanis~, \-o"hi.ch is on· the -b!lsis of oUr idvn.s cs 
~uc:J,·ns our nctivitics, tosti£io~ to tl1e kind of youth we arc looking 
for in the ~l;IR·)'s. As n loc.n.l ;-:c -have been ~ctivc in al-l- Contr:tl 
Amoric3n solici~rity events, involvin~ some Met from ~hem in local 
octivitios~ b11t th0 zrc5tcst ncoJ ~s for conn~ction with th~ L~tino 
dit!lonsion !!..£..!.!1!. of the border. O•H: h":ty _Ho c~-.n bc:!in is h'ith more 
rczulcri~cd ,~~rk with r~ticias G Cartas. 

'On th~ Lnbor. fl.~ont. t!tis h!!s alsr1· b~cn 3 year of llC\·l· dcVclop_nnnts, 
developments dictat~d by th6 chanzine ~bjoctivo iituation, ~s m~jor 
plants Clos~'J :::.nd Ullt.!lnnl·lYt:'nmt bt..:C"l!!i.C the central .c, ... nccrn. ~-1c re
sponded with GncmJ>lnyQctlt Lines newsletter and rc~ular distribu~inns 
nt uncnpl~y~o9t· ~ffic~sa whic.!a resulted in ~npy for t]tc p:tpor and 

sisnifiCan't. sn1cs by F;..~lix :-1-'lrtin and ''thors. Ant.lther obj:}ctivc ch:tnf!C 
in capi.t-aJist protlucticn--thc cr~:1tion of :o.. nobile lab:')L f?rce--,.,a·s 
felt -right: \~i-t.hin t.!to lnc:tl, ns Ned -Nas Cll:!:p~lloci to ::l;.)VU t·~ OI;.lahornn 
to __ .. w_oz:k in tho_· G:·t pl~nt there. i·:l~l! hns C\.,ntinuod t:o correspond. with: 
tha· l!)c;\1, -a;\Ll t:\osc coorn·unlc:ttit.n~ C:ln pr("!VC ht!lpiul in st-imulating· 
the follow-tl~r~uch to our lal1or Jistributi~ns l~aru in sucl1 ~ wny as 
tn hring-wo~kor3 fron tho~ ~a !0cul Acctings. 

'Nhcr~ souc liuitntions i:t ~ur workin~ witlt the bo~ks~ csp~cial~y 
RL~LftPR 3ppoarud, Kns ·witli th~ w~mnn 1 s libcrJtion oovcmont~ This ~s 
not to s3y imp0rtant work \tas not done, nnr t!tat m3jor affort by tho 
l!)Cal in ::ltH~tin:! \-.rnrn:.1n (.~specially by ilichcllo) uas n'lt d:lnc. The 
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_women pnrticipn.t.c:J __ in St}Vcral 1':L ncctines and co·mf.:Jronc-cs, having 
__ sp_'.lakc·rs-~ror.t tho Pl:iUiu;:, in·sc:vrnL of thc_r.:. ~ut thc.-.:2act tha~· WomcrL~s 
· libcrati"on ·is. the ccntOT1)0int ~= tho !lOW boO>k- has not· been reflected 

in· n.ttond::J.nc~. pf· nc\"1 Wr~o:t'Cn Cithc::- ~t th.;,- loc~l, ·,)r_.· th-e \'/O:!l~n·, S. ·--~:.-~:.· 
·c-OJUMrftOC·:- -.~C fOrirt"y_·~ , w~ ~ a.r.c s ~.-i 11 · lQarni n!.L- h.=>:'i' to·. j1ork . \_ri~h -~ ih~·; b·.O?ks ·. 
, in: a. cron:ti ve nan ncr,. espec.inlly ~_int·~-2ra~in~ Pn:r.t- .. I I. ~n wi t:h:: ~~r~-~~ 
I and--III·:· 

; ; ·--.:-One pl·~~-c "'·hcr_e, cffo_.r·~--· Jlas "7 _bo~:~--~"Ht~_c. tt::'._llr.~.scn~ our_ idoas_J.n; -._a 
nfJw·· .fOr_::t· hf'~S been_ by:·-thc· _comrades _oLE&:;.. _;: .. T_:t~~-p,u~li·.~~t~_io~l- f)f_- _the,~-~ 
A'frc•-As i ~-t:t nc v oJ 1 uti oris p_a ''iP hl e"t ·"in F :-~~ s i'---~ ~-1_1-... h p.r tll-:;· '.~it._.~? a.s;:o ,;. v,e ._,·:':>n 
lit ttbl~s, slv~un by tho ·n"w--r,\coting:s start:_cd by -a&A. en tha't.- paMphlet 
at USC•. Thc.sc.·meot:inZ:s include- -rcn.Uinr;s~.frcm· thO new_ b_ook_ as)_l<l'cll .. _, 
o.s- from. :lnrx' s ·l~s_t· de.c~dc._ -They hav·c~ helpt!d :ro~cw·. ,i:il.t:~rcs~,.-·in ~&f•:, 

, .. :from sYet:ions· t.."'f the' Iranian -student comnunj-ty- ·as· well.- a·s,:c·~,nv.inccL some 
_.ff'Jrme_r symp:tthisl!rS "•Eo rene, ... - t'tl.eir rclat:i·o.aS: ~oJit_~C ~-luri·ist __ -Huili.,ani:;!fl_-. · 

_·::, _. :•nli:l.t -He h::~.vo_ ,l~·~.rn._ed _fro~ the. ycnr. {l<l;St._ .1-~--t!ln'!;_ b:!in~;· T.?.Ot;·~·u ·: 
_in philnso·phy. in id¢_a.:;, in·~ ... I:'I.:lt. ,.,c ._:J.T_e !£!:__d.ocs _in_dccd ·_op_~n nc_w_ .' 
doors of c_on!:l.unicnt·ion l-:ith ··:>t?tcr5. T)1is. dou_s .not mcn;l_ tho.t: lco.d.s _to 
auto'll.mtic i'!CCOj)tancc--?f l1Ur __ i!li!:l.S _by the:- ''qutsido~' •. ~n:thc_r_, ~-t..'. ~eans_ . 

. who.tT is -cru.:ial:,::tt thiS s_t;\_3!:; is t~~find those; W::Jrkcrs, intol_l·ect,u_ills. _ 
and -mo.ve:::~;c:nt· -activis.tS. \!:~.n .arc t!1irsting t'or .n· ncw··kinc.f of ·cru_aniZ:ation, 
cnC, th3.t tr::tnsccnc.ls: t!1c' -l-imit5 .. of :,·c.-st-:-~c.;r . .;<, ~-i:lrxi.sD;·· ~'iith:'l_~t. ~eing: - · 
indcponl!a:lt ·~f· .Hn:rx-;. F.indin£-__ such pcrso.ns; ):'cqui~cS_-· n<Jt _only ;"s.u,poit 
aC:tion-s" ·but-: cri ti.c~l act ion.- -_~c_ti~_,n that pr:os_cn'ts- ·Hh::.t-.- l"IC· ;:t-r_e for • 
As ~e en tcr ·t:'lo act.ua 1 Cons ti:tlt io::1:!l Co_n-V~n t inzi-, t\·~ -:~ii:ll l);;;_ .a.bsorbin'n 
anew thC uri.iqUC co:rlc·t·ihut:.icn'~ ~f ~1:J.r:x.is·t-~-:U1r,::n.is:..~ ·fhis wi 11" give ~ 

.uS_ .. thc .Croun·J ~to····sn .-... .. 1i·k w·ith the fn-r•::cs -:l-f: r'o)volt· :ts to<tr'uly; tfin ,,;: 
the. :now kint.! O~f ·m.embcr our· P-Jrspcctivqs tlcnn:J.d •. 

·, .. 
---Pct~r 

<. • .• -
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CHICAGO LOCAL -ORGANIZER_' S REPORT 

.Tlle· work of the Chicago_ Local. this. yeclr can be vi.ew"cd by loOking .:at 3 'periods: 
1.) ~ran :the ·Convent;on- to_ the .month-l.oncj visit by ·the National ~co-Orqatlizer,'- ·' -
1-tichael Coitnolly, ·arid soon aftCr that tho Expanded REB "mcet.i.ng of ·Jan. l.. . 2) :FroDt 
the Expaned REB to· the TC)ur i.iself, inclUding _particular~Y thO- i.OcB.l' s sum-~p · · 
meeting with Raya 3) E'rO:n the ToUr to' the constitutional- Coi1V9n~<?~-.: 

.We_ began almos_t immediatly on our ret"U-'""ll f. rom the Convention. to imbaik on the 
Org!lt\i;3Ucnal. persp~ctiVes of "Helve ·•L'hucb, Will._ T.J:avCl.n_.:.ind9ed; some' h~ti~1_?~1;1n 
eve~ b.:!foro .. 'the·. Convcntion~.:..where those- ;nvolvcd foUnd·· that -.there :was __ no" way· ~:mo . . 
ce;uld_ set··up_ a lEcture withO\lt_grappli_ng·_ Wlth takin9-~·respoilS~bili1:y ·fOr projecting·· 
·RLWL&MPR::··_Wha:~_)md· tO he_ worked_ out fOr ·eaCh meCtin9- _was ·what' we· could brhlg·to-, 
l.ife in·RLh""L&MPR for.-eaCh·_person we _WGrc mCetin9~·.: For ail:-thc varicd·_i)eopl.~ ,we.· 
talked to_ we. found: that_- RLWL&MPR- p:rovidCd "nOt", only a pOin't _of, d_iscu~SiOn; but i.n 
many cn.s~s, _confront~tion with post-Marx .,1atxists. ' We arinnged 6- lectures; for 
Raya in the Midwest' including cur 0\>."n. EVen if one leeks' at thc·3·universities 
where we waren' t · abl"e to· get a -lecture, ·the ccnta::ts r.m:i~ and·, the_ discUssions· that 
·took place, may· well bCar fi:uit sometime in· tho future. · · · 

_.· Th:e_yisit of ilie_ Nationnl.. co"-organiz:cr helped to focus our work on the tour 
and· in_ the LoCal it'sclf.; Franklin; s anti-nuclcal: work tOOk a diffcrCnt d:irCc'tion 
and, after _Rciya 1 s Tcur, bf;'c<:rnc ·Oven mere 0£ a cC:riCcntrutiOn on -the- HrirXiSt-Human
i.st cOntribution to t."lC: Youth mo-,...cr:tcnt. It was Michael. \o<hO ~sUggested -that David 
and Terry· submit abstracts, •;1bich ·_Were letcr ncceptcdl to the' 9th Annual. 3rd -.,.76%-ld 
Conference. He brought us new ideas for our\.ocrk"o<:l·-ca:nP,uses clnd thC contriblition 
to th~ Guatemala -pamphlet fl:-c-..:n IS toy was tf!.o :result: o( a -auggestion __ froril.- r-t.J.chnol-"~ · 
and very_ creative follow_ through-by-David P.:lrk. ·It was during ___ Hichncl.'s Vi'si_t: ·-
that_ EriCa expanded_ her wor:C in the Latin dimension and Bct.~•s wn:t:-lc.· at Agar began· 
in-eilrnest. Michael hClp~_give the l.ocal·:a.foi:m to bcgin"thinkillg __ of·ou~-work in. 
t~rms ·af the four forces of revolution including--especially £6r Chicago--tltc Latin 
dimension. In one short m~mtit after Hichacl's vis.it came tho January 1 ~B. 

I. :think tltat .. this now bCginning for tho organization was not caught._immediatly 
by',C".6st in thC Chicago -Loca~ with tho possible cX_ceptietl of David Park and. Eric~:.

That this is true .can.be seen, I. think, fran Ray_a's Hay·-Sth letter whore_ she points 
cut the CClntradiCtic;m-.in· the davcl~prncnt:. of the Chicago Loc:tl where· 'oD.vid' Park'S 
magnificent ·attitud"', to. and work ·on, the facture T~;u:r could result' !:1 ChicagO--a!! 
both sub-center and David's election to the NEB; while at tho- same timC wo had
virtually no ·outsiders at nur-lccal-Tcur surn-up meeting. This wos al.so evident in 
the fail.urc. of our proposed non-cnmpus study group fn RLHL&HPR th::lt \•..as _to con
tinu~ tho work nnd contacts Mich~cl· hnd begun. \>!c h~d tc nbnndcn it nftor __ the 
second meeting when n'c.. non-r.tambcrs showed up. It wns in this ·samo period that we 
bcgen· a study grcup on RLWL&I-tFR nt the University of _Illinois at Chicngo (Uic)· 
that did become oerious and or.gning. 

Tt~c Tour,'includin9 cgpccifll.ly tho sum-up meeting, w~s a new beginning for ·tho 
Local.- ~cauao D.:.vid P~rk ~nd I wrote a vory dct."'\ilcd l.cttcr on the Tour itscl.f,· 
:r Won•t go into it:: again herP.. Wh.::.t is important tC• stress is thnt -I'b.y~ brought 
Mo.rxist-Humanism to Chic<tgo in e. W.:l.Y not done b~fore ·• ThoSe who hcnrd those 1ce
turcs could seC that this nc\>1 view of Mnrx \'1<\3 being presented and dcve1op_cd by 
n Marxist-Humanlst.- This had nn imp~ct en all our WDrk. n£tcr the tour our nctiv
ity- in Chicago took {'In new breadth- nn"d depth ns "'c tried to work out in our l\cti.v- · 
itiOS-·Philoscphy as -gr(_•Untf·ror c:.:i:-Q-nni;::t:Ltlcn ni.:t ~cp~r~t.cd __ frem Philo~ophy aa- fCirco 
for froedcm •. It was after ·tho 'I'Ciur thnt:.our work <lt UIC dccpc:mod- ao thnt. the ' · , 
second chapter of our study qroup, this.time on MGF nnd selected rcndinqs frrm Marx, 
now includos six non-mcmbcrR.Who_ axudo n acnuina-cxcitcmcnt about tho readings. 
Throo of these mcl'!iliois wore in tho first UIC study t)r~up n.ncl w11ntod t-o ccntinuo tho 
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relationship. What_ wua nci...,. after the Tour, was t.~o. study·_ g_rcuP.. meant not only. an 
to learn clx>ut Marx en vour lunch hour, but a wny· to-·dclve into thC 

· Thi; in ~e- ils wall: of -the nQw ptlrticipants_. _ .. one 
. _ _ came .cn,ttic.basis _ _of·_pnvid'~;-l.eafiot,; . .for' examp~c, .. 

sai~. Sh~"lo'-"!'ed;H&F:-bCCasUc ~he :felt _t..'l'.lt·, ·itft;.er nl.l._ hcr."bi~tory·_c:_ltass~s, _t;his-
is real "history--:-histcrY __ she .h.rid _never ·lca:rned __ in col.1cgo. · 'l'his _··study __ ·group, ccntiil-
ucs to groW ~With-:a.y~OunCJ':o!nan ·whO ;-1C mpt' in _oUr .wol:k.;with liriotheir UIC ·orgn"nizatiOn, 
joining us next week·. -. ". . . . ' . - . 

, .. ~cV~ra1: 6(_ tp.~ -peo,PlC invol·.roo: it:1 ~ur.·_~ti.td;t_gro,;p- ar9·. a~ so · __ actiV~ ~~~ ~ tl;~: ._ 
UIC Cci:mittC_e _ ir!_- Support of_ El. .Saivador,.and. Central :_J;Uncrica·. 0z1o ·could._ almost .s~y
tha_ei ·this·. 9-roup -·oWes: .:i._u. oxistance ._tO-- the. decision we rxmde. to help._. it devel6p~ ±_t· 
is .. th~E?-:i:-e:-_we ,are_ not _'OniY,'inectiii; young_ act_ivistS, incl.uding Latins ~tl :Iranians/. _' 
but al~ in-\rolVCp.itr~ ,mOOting' 1"..:\rxist-Hwr.a~iS and ·.sc,eing -~t .en~~ meeting ,.tl:e -di.ff; . 
erence batweCn _U!;i._and ,ether. groups bO' -that ~L, wo_rkers_ Wcrld, ~c· M.."lciist Leninists 
or the.c;P-: _-_What i.S ·exc(tii"lg llbout' this- _Youth .wnrk is that Many of t..he_ peopl.C we 
arc mcctint). lire activist£. .who .are also open .Md .interes~Cd. in ideas. __ Franklin 'made. 
sure ~~at-.hc·,-baccime part: of_ this _yoUth w·ork:by_"jOiniitg. -th·c:·.-stu'dy ·groUp; and it is 
frUn thesci tWO groups thnt we hope to bring· pcC'pl.e to '?ur. Conv'7nticn • 

. , OUr work with- the U:tin dimension has not -~imitad its!::lf to,-thc UIC cam,pus~ 
What·i~ ab-~?l.u_t_lY_ new __ for .. the <;:hic.';!?O._t.ocai is the- inroads We_ hnvC. In.lldo sin,ce the_ 
Tour.in_that dimension•_which_in.Chicago, which has the 3:rd l.o1.rgcst La'tin population 
in "the __ U.s., __ Can _nOt: bC .. undcres-ti-inatcd. Wh.-"lt we fouri.d \-1hen. we :had cur· pUblic_ ·meet-_ 
ing in_ Pilsen~-- a moStly_NOxlca.•i_ neighbcrhc<Y..l, iS "that we_ havo ri\uch work stil.~_ ·to -
do1 but; th'e_rc; _iS_ ~1,10 :question that w_o hevC_ ·mnae. a beginning'. _ ~o .CJet. a ·ful.lcl:- _pic
ture; ,C)f .~;~C.gi."ll'l~rig=?.tiici.de·;- :s_cc_ Da_vlcl. Pni-k' s_· __ loacl. article. i'n the- _June_ N&L~ _ Whcit' we:· 
have- alSQ~- J,e_6rilea.": frOm. our wCr'k in~ this itrc,a~- 'ancl Etmcnc •_s 

0 

I!'e_eting, is_ an apprecia-
---tion _f{;,r· What M<lrxfSt-H\unanism. haS to offer·_ns so· much 'of_ the support organizations 

do. 'iu:>t_ incilt-, :clithei:;--iri actiVitY _or thcoiy-, the_ mc-veme~t f~~ Practice of· the· Wnrk
~r_s/peQ:~<inti/~ndip.ll.q(wcllien· ill Guatcmill?-, El:_ Salvador or_ Nicc.:rilguo.. 

Iii- fcld:,. it is our·- wo.rk with. 'the Bl~ck and Lntin Cimcnsions in Chicago that· 
poses. one of. our most rlifficul.t challenges. What \<:c nrc facing is some of the srune 
attitudes_'thO:t. Were· So. p'rCval(:mt. in ··the 1.960$, that· is,. the primacy Of_ Clctivity so. 
that-·PhiiOiiCphy_. iS hot ·only no"t :gZ:OUnd: far· oig"ariiz?tion, but is nOt even wha:t gives 
ali"th€:: ·aCtivity'; _.aCtivit:f·,~Cctivity 'a:-direction~' c_crtainly _the ·impcrtancc of_ P&R 
is nPprCnt _as strategy _and tactics bcccmes all 'ruiu what Ray a said in her J_an. _ l: 
ru::s· presCntatioil, · arlcl. what David Pnrk singled out in. h;is·· prescntri.tiOn _to the GhicagO 
LoCnl- on. Mike~- O~eniZation r~pOrt, is keY: .'.'In each deCade, thO_ bciok moyecl ~ycnd 

·the ··au COUra.~t·-.;.·th.it. iS to _say·, it a'nticipatcd the future in :the pi:-csent., Once 
tho mOvcincn·t,i%-om.prncticc £:mer1Jed as a foini of theory itself .. ·Thus the ncw_.in · 
Marxism B.ntl FreoCcm W:1s not jUst state-capitalism but Marxist-Humanism~· ln -a word, 
it dcl.ved further_intc ·wlmt was new and· dcVClcpcd it theoretically t_o the Point of 
philosoph}i. ·It-iS hiqh time for us to:proj'ect that, just· thct~ Until.. we do so,_ 
the olitiats.will hAve it over us by stickin9 to the Pnrty towering over philosophy 
because. supposedly~ is not within pl.ilcscphy's province wl:lich thereby en-
ti tlos _bnc to __ , lco!dc:r.ship' over the_ messes." 

It ie for somO cf thcsC-rcnsons that our work in ~1e Blnck dimension has not 
been' as deep tls We_ wish nithouah we hilVC mn<1e.somo new contncts nnd Ore trying new 
thinl]s~ Wo hn= 'one.mcctinq.whcre we sho.rc..-<1-c)ur plntform with 2 Blnck CC!mmUnity 
a.ctivists __ who hnd workCcl en the Wnshingtc•n election; ruu1 we arc proj9cting a meet
irig,-aftcr tltc·cmwon'tir;n whcrC Hnrr~r, ~1hc wi.p. hnvc hed the_ CY.porioncc ·of partici.:. 
patine; in t:llc March on Wns~int;tC1n nne! Working with tho vary new ~~- will speak 
with a yo:.unG Bln.ck. wcrnim wo know frc-r.l_ UIC who will o.ls() h.71VOi pc.rticipatcd in 'the 
mnrch.- I cl.on 1 t wa."lt to go into dotnils on- the 3rd \olo;-1<.1 Cc·nfercncc as we report~~.\ 
on it at the timo. Host of o·.1r wOrk in tho Bl11.ck <1imcnsh:m hils been with fnCivid
ulilse Wo ·still ht'.Vc plnns to follow ·up on· the ycung Black. woman professor who 



chaired Terry's workshop at the 3rd ~7orld conference ann shewed an interest in 
lt!arxiS't~Hum.:;.nism~ 

. We have _done t:~c-st. of _cur w-ome:n' s libcrrition work at conferences and hri.vo 
dofl.ni'f;ly __ ~clpcU ilie new' lx)ck. anu' Ray a beCCr:tc kncwn.' . Wo~'ff 'sPoke on ,'the--feminist 
dimcn8ion .. of Res a· _LuXerabu:i:g foi ·the_; ChiCago 1\rCa ·woman 1 s ·.Hi'story Confeiel{ce where 
We SOl~. ;i -n~·er ·_~f the _ _n~ 1'>9oks_ a~_d_:thi~ S_r>.me group Wi!nts :~erry' _t6 :_spe&k .-ii\ --~y 
on Wctn_~n_,Aft_er-Revolu~.on in_-Iran and Ziinbah_Wo, 'a" talk_ .wl;iC:h_ W.l -ce.:CtainlY. lJ:e: __ -~. 
grow;?;cq. in RLWL&."ll'R~ -Jan· .. · cOnducted_. thci b_a'<(:tle. · cf_ idcas,:-.in __ a. so.-CcillOd: ufemt~ist" -~ ., 
anthropO~ogy ~tudy, grciUp;.-.'&id~- thrOuah oUr''urc._study'C]rOUp and_-rul~a!S- Tou!:-,;TCrrY -

-_.waS . ~s~~~ · ~o _ Sp~_hk ~in .:l _history_ Ciass -~On sh3.e1a ·_nc_'tbOthatn_• S, · Hidden froni :-Hi.stOfY. 
T"erry'~-?-~1~· at:-~~ qnly workshOp on Wcitj'en' at·_the 3rrl Wo_ild 'Co~~cr:.:e.nce._brt?~~~t ~n 
audi?nc::c: ?_~ ~~<?-.. at!a hcl.ped 'the new .work_', to_ be)mown 'in -~.'lt ,itl_ll?:9ratan~:.cc:>~te_:c:t~_ .. The 
Nation~l.. Women'~ .Stut?.-ios As~C?Ci~'ti;on ·was another opp,ortuni tY for-1 us_' t_o __ pr~j~Ct_ the 
new _book to the 'academic _women's movarmnt--..;._a pert of-.the 'h'"LM that··has'all_,to .. often 
tried ·_tO· ignoie the ContributiOns of ·~.arx an~:woul.d -~C:rtainl.y try Mel' ti;Cat -Ro· .is a· 
non.:..pCrsOn if·-th(!y could. ~le are showing them' they ~can't end _findii:,:g 'wOui.Em_i.n-i:er
ested ·in our ideas at the same· t!nie~ · · 

. . . ·-· 

Beth's work at Agar hris·baeri.Our ·most p~rsistant and '.impo~tB.~t- cOnt~ibU
tion to _the _work with l~r in ChicaCro.- The plant closings at Schwinn· decimated 
our __ contacts and _we have, ltt lc~st _£~r ,nCW, -~-"Uldonad Our cl;if:!tribution ·-there~ 
What -i.G~ Cxciting. to ·.sec is. how Beth can deVclco herself. 4S a writer _and how the
Agar sUp~lCnieilt ci.in evOlve into _a veiy_ o_rgcmizationai-d_~c~nt~ -~~a_~. ~rk at Agar
~ with:_the SUl_:!plem~nt is part _-Qf _oUr _work iri'-_thc. La~in,di_lr!ell:S~On -an~ ,it has 
hel.ped bo_th Erica and E;r.:_lnklin avol.ve as moi-c confit!ent translators_and--th~ir par
ticipation ·.on the distribUtiOnS, -_tcgcthci with Har_iy•s, J.arlc and Jan's-: have :creat
ed a ·di~trfbu:tion- team that Agar Woikers- leo~ fOrward to S~e_;nci. once 'a, DU?nth~ .' ·As 
Beth ~card from a supcrvi~or complaining about those "damn c<?W~unists": "Al.l the 
workcr_s are,;-ca_~ing tha"~:=- paper and -asking mc._qucs"t:ions .that I- can't anS\"ier·~-" 
Frankl.in,,._Jana _and_Both ,will-now be.working together. on the.lt.gar Supplement which 
will' giVE)·:it _a ticw cho.~acter. There is no qucstion:·that we ~would like our .. work in 
"the labor. d~erisiCn .. tO expand ·next' year: · -

.. ; As W:c try _and _sum-up this_ past.ycar so .that we con.begin anow·at. the~Con
vention itself, many challenges _confront us~ \'Ie need to work Out what it 111eans -,to 
be-_sub~ccntcr. wC'.madC: _a gq_od be(}inning with "Have ThUll'lb, Wil.l Travel""and .the 
Tour~ The.probl~.that confrorits -Us now fS hew to develop :th:J.t.beginni~g when we 
have ye~_ :to. find those _.one or _twp people in each locality who -"-"CU1d help us ·create 
a ccnt:j_nuity_ with Marxist-Humanism/Chicago as sub-center. ~·1c_ want to aeepen our 
rel.a_ticnship_with all the foiccs as Reason. in Chicago~- In_ thinking _of thiS _we nceci. 
to 'ci_sk our_seives have we used N&L to. help us'? In· looking nt-.thc HEB tninut42s:of 
July 19 What .leaped off t.~e pa~at me _w_as r...:atCr_ Mallery saying "Each undistributed 
pnpcr -is a fa.i'd-o'f£. organizer." In putting to9other a years vnckots of N&L for 
our local, I litorally, had just thrown aw3y hum'!.reds nf "laid-off organizers" who 
were. becoming a storage problem~ If w~ follow what happened \-lith tho article David 
did. on Istc'ry, ·wa sOc it is not only how- his article differed f:roni whnt the Pacific 
News Service Picked up ficm -tho s-ame _speech, but how we us~;d ·it nnd thc __ Guatcm.nla 
pamphlet to show our fricnds.~hat we mean· that tho mo~ent from practice is itself 
a form of t.l-te.:,ry. we: -~ef=d"to~-find _nn-:1 create _new, plnccs to distribute ~-as wel.l 
as use it fie creativicly in other _areas. Wo as _well need to-pick up the gap in our 
bookstore litCrat'urc distributions that.hns <lcvclopcd slnco Jane nnd_'Wol.ff so 
croatiVoly organ_izf?d bookstore rcspcnslbilit.y· bofore tho Tour. 

h'lult is vor}• difficult, but is as woll the· only activity that is_ ·going to 
help Us, fn all our·-concrctc·-taskt~, is workin<.r nut t..'1o ·.:~~··philosophy· b~c~rnee -9rcund 
for organization. To help us wa hcwc M&F, P&n, RLWL&MPR l!.S well ns all our archivoa, 
thnt in, a s1JlTII!Iation of 1\Cit only the tO'tnli't.Yof M3r.x:, but o. summation cf Marxist
Humnnism as well. 

--Terry Moon 789·1 



-.-~ ' .. : 
SAN FRANCISCO. BAY AREA ORGANIZER'S REPORT f'r•m l•:a.ry Holmes: . 

The· ·actiVities' df' _Mai:-xist-Hunian1~ts_ til. the· Bay Area·_ :for the ·P,ast_ Y~_~r. _, ~ •,- ~
can_·.ba vi~Wed as _.'.'b9_f'Ore·· and ''ait_er1• __ the- nitt(lna.le:J,.ect:Ure -t.?U. __ A:fter.~t_he_ ... 

_. 6onVerltioll:'.1aSt' Y~a:r~· :altho"u"gh ·,_IS. did nOt: .tr~v_el .. t?o. _£ar ge_OgZaphl~?.:~l'y!" ·;;~ . 
· dfd ~ngage~ a~<;lemic_s -~nd · acti~ist3 _ ·o.~ a::m~mbe_r q.r .c,amPuS:e~ Jsa~-t.a -C?='uz, S_F __ . 
_Stat~, -~:?:~n~ci~ al}d Be_rk~+._eY)· in d1"~.9~~e~~g-.~-~~KI:'f_,~tl)-the-a;~m:._o,f.=.-PO::JSi~Y~---_= --- __ 
?=~v:-ews and;~~_t?t~re~ ~- _-.r~· .~l~o :.~~te,~ae~:.nl_a;iy: corif'e~~ces :~n~~~rn~et1~s·_:{~~~!:"7._- -._ ... 
can-.Soci.ological. Association_·,. lfational._ Blacfo;_ .Studies, ~U~~; __ to .-~~e. ~nlr,;,~-<'"-e~t-

- to-~'Pub1icize .. th~ ·_ triloi'J, ·as ·sales ana as ·_challeng~ •.. '.Nh~re ·_it::Wa.$,;not,possp~J.e 
-_.:._to_ haVe ~lit· tableS~ .. :'1-Ie··took_ the_ .f'loOr, '-:at-,d· th~ugh t~ese __ ,.ictiVitl€18_ we:_d.1d ,_·, -
· · · _: meet·--~a ~ :ium bSr:. o:f 1ntEilleCtUal s ~ ~ hO_~_tlle ·:as:_ well'_ aS- _:f,::i_endlY_~ · ·,: _I·l·. rfi1~1ns: fOi· ·_ : 
. ·:tis <t~( Coiitin~e· 'th~S kiiui "oi battle ·a£: ~4e~s·~ _~Or: lrni~tf ~he ·-~-Z:~~~gy ,_ · ~nci_.RL~~'( . 

-.1ri. pa.rti'CUlar; ha:-ve_. been widely_· placed by~ Us .in' ltoOkst.orea J~ere_, and .. ~d1vidUB:1; 
sales continue, we still want to Create th-e cittality of for..u:t that is possibl.e. 
in the Bay Area, a:1 an "aCademio-""u1tura1" millieu. iie saw _this need in the 
f'act that, despite good "sales" prior to the ·lectUre·~ we-didn't so~u:Ce ~Y 

. serious ou~side r_eports :ror th;e l.ectut.es themselves. 

·The-~6c~s- of' the. wh~l~-:loCa.l On the toUr -~ls·o :con~·entra'tSd our presenCe 
on the B8rkeley 'Campus1_ :to" ha.ve regular 11_t tahl.eSi tO att:end_' iD.any' and Wried·:
politlca.l· a:nd aCa:demic· iJ.eOt'ings;' -to ·have local meetings on·~camPus at ·].east: 
~once ·a 'inohtti'-(:i.nc~ud.inifBia.Ck HlSto:cy .. MOnth( IlfD, '_<ind oil He-XiCo}. ·:The beSt 
resul.ta o:f' campus ---work· came ·with ·:rollo'w · t.hrough- :f'rcim -the lit· tables,· whether 
a.a the ·_ciont~ot ·.which-led to _S_l~vic _Studies le'ctl:Xe_ spo11so_rshiP ·and ·-rar tq~ ' 
·Mexico· tr_ip~ ··or. the oppOrtunity·_-to' meet ··a.nd _talk _with ·students a:td with_ 
Middle.·Eas~ _activists .. - · · - · · ·- · · 

'Ihe 'impa.ot''c:f _the m\tional 'toUr and·pre-cotlvention diSCuSsion Ms' pi:C
·vided"a· dif':fer.ent way to look at··-our_ •limpus Work·iti rBl.:tti.On tO the tour.-~ 
Among the 12.5+ Who_ atte_nded~-'l{&:ya•·s Berkeley le-ctUre ·were ·-maJiY wh~~ we. _kn~lr · 
already, who had bought RLW'"LKM--and yet we face-d many"problems -in a' serious 
follow-through there. That has made us look again at what was the nature _of' 

·_·our- campus relationships befOre:the lecturet __ oti ttie eve of _the'lecture_·1..n _1>8:~_ 
ticula.r; ·how ·Were· we 'bringing- together·' the "activity" at ·Berkeley (~hich · :·' 
fi@lred sO prominentlY -:in~ the April 'N&L lead): (Jur own histOry and PhilC?:sophi
caJ. action·in ·the pe'riod o£ the ·Fsti>Hhich "produced" 'that parriphlet during the 
lecture tOur bj · Raya··theri,- :Hnd ·tne---1983 lt:tcit.ure 1tse1f'---the on1.y· !-!o.rr.. centen
ary event 'held -at ·-Berkeley campus· this year? Thus whi:lel "we did increase our· 
campus ·activity.f'oouBing on the·--·t-our, we have been reconsiderlng'-b0 w· the tour 
can point 'to -a-ilew directiOn _there rlext yea"r, pa.rli_culS._rlY aa· we 'want to ·gain 
a serious peri'Phery within the new ~generation of Berkeley Youth·, i-.e. ac·tual 
students. - · 

Tho anti...:nuke/ant1-war inovement is where we haVe most··atte-mpted to_ poll
. tlcize ·our:ph1losophy. This ha.s ranged from. part1c_1pit1on by Al1en, Laurie 
.and: Urszula in the Janlla.ry LAG teach-in; our own meetings on the a·nti-nuke/ 
anti-war movernent1 Laurie' a· rev;tew of' RLWLKH in Direct ACtion {LAG) r' as· well 
as work _with ·youth who ~rtici~~ted in our meetings and wrote f'or ~· As 
this movement· conslRts of' many tendencies t·r:ying to mislead yOuth away :fiom · 
social. ·:re-vOlUtion ·( vla- pac1flsA ::..~d.' "~cutfuli"tl•") we inorenBtr.gl,y--h"a:\ie· :f_sl t _ -
t.he need to not only l'ai:1e political· opposition to other tendencies within 
.the lnoven~Hr..t,_ but to further develop how_ we are. an organization that provides 
a !'ull p~ilospphlc altornativa. The ent.huslastio response by youth to Raya.'s 
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Ne\; York Loca~ 0rgunizer:s Report 
by Kevin . 3/9/83 _ 

During Ju_ly nnd Augu.s:t I -the r ... ocal was on the move' projectfng JIH to" a. w:idc. 
variety ·of :audiences::· \-le ·sold over $100 'i.'l .litcratli-C a."'l.d RL T-:-shirtS_ at tho __ -~ 
JuJ.y 2 Central America. de!':lo in -~lashington, and by_ our ?erspectives'"discussio? on 
July __ 24, .dreir 8 outsiders to oill· :m.~eting .. - ·some· of thCm Will. att'end. O~r. Consti
tutional. convention~ He. al.so distributed_ accumulated back. i:Bsues-. _to :stUdentS. 
and ruitiW.U. demonstrators. The August 27 HarCh o:O: waSliington ~ruld_ R8,.Yli's :[n-OjOc;fed 
late Septeciber lectureS hC:re will ·give us some new .opportuniti_e·s -:to deve,lOP ·a·.-
periphery_ on the East- coast.. 'He ha\TC _seen _in the_ laGt yeir that ·it·· is ·possible· 
to be. cict{ve''_in a ·'number."'" o_f _nreo.s - CmitraJ.: Amerie!\_· wOrk'; -anti-nuke~: .Bliick,·; ·_" 
campus, ·J:a.bor··- and ke'ep a· focUs on ·-the noN- book as -Well. · nOrt •a aCtiVity :as a·' 
tota.~l.f biling~~ ·Person _in. Latin_ Amc:io;i.ca wor~. needS_ SpeciB.l cention·_ here_· .. '· _This· 
has resuJ.~ed'in translations for· Noticias -v Cartas·and ·cngoing_dialogue with . 
serious Latih and· Uorth- American- re"VO~Urieo:- It -also 1ed:-to ·_the- "decisiori 

_by the NY Guatemala Goriunittce· where he -workD to Officially- distribute ·50 .Copies' 
of N&L,s Guatema.la pamphlet, which as·\-.'e "ltuow, does include discusedou no_t onl.y 
of that country, but o:l: the perspCctives Or. P.Li'JLKJ.i. Anne :_and Susau ~s ·trip"-.to 
the Seneca_woJ!!en'n peaCe ~mp lo9;tc: in_Jul.y meant not onl.y distributing'N&Land 
pa:rticipa.ting in the camp, along with Nartina, who brought nlong a new cditiari· 
of her beaUtiful TIL 'f·~shirts. rt· also meO..,t hcl.ding ·a good" workshOp with--6-people 
on RLHLKH. Have ~re achieved the same typo· of ~J.·clationship to the -new- boolt with--:· 
our cD.mpus wnrk,' with our Centra~ America support work, or with anti-nuke? Not 
:fEit, a.~thcu.gh' the -Ny !'.cbiJ.izcr i:J ·soon to pub~iSh- a· report by KeVin· on the ·· · 
Wcot German ln9VCm'E!rlt'baBed_On-his 'tri:p. It iS- not ·that· the- outside is ·uninterested 
--wo_ ·aurselveo ._are sometimes surprioed by' their ·interest _in .tl-ie ·new· book, :tor -. 
cxa;np1e whcr~ 2 nold very cfuicl'-~y nt the \-/a.Dhint;ton _Central_ America deJ;lo. · · Far··.rrom 
bcinf5 finiched, ... :orking _with the nmr hook_ is -only b_c-ginning on- the Eo.st Coas~ ,and 
in Ncw·York ... Part of· that·rcrzponsibility for ·us is working _in NY-as a ·~orld _ 
intelJ.ectual- center. 'l'hat W3.l3 the ground for -the longer lecture tour here th~n 
·in other citius in Horch, a.'1d the-additionn1-short lecture· tC:ri.ri:' Pl.ti.n.."lcd" for l.a.tc 
Sct)tcicber-. 'Do an::,· yotJths from oth!!r -Locnls w.'ln t_ tO spend Se'pt.embCt'._ in NY woi-king 
to build D...'l audionce on, the campUS fo.I·· thnt'? · 

The centerpoint of our activitY for the year 'IN'ris of courSe· the MarCh lecture 
tour:_ on_ the ne'w boOk .. <AboUt 200 pCoplc-\"lere drawn to--4 ~ectUres here, Plus 
50 tO thO. one 'in Phi'l.adelphio., and another 50 to the, one fri ''t'ashington ~!'t-:.t1-:e 
time_ Ua'y~_ ~1so spoke .lu~fore. the Iranian rc'lolution!ii-.i·~s _at their ·c:rnnA conf'oronco; 
aa·the k~ynote sp:.;-aker. In Now York amoncr our o•..m poripll.ery it was mainly-the 
young femillista· who actuaJ.J.y came o~t to hct".r Hayn. hiJlil.c that was very-. good, 
as n who1c the tour did' not attract the type of lart~er, newer, and more independ
ent aud:i.e~c<:s ''that we hfid hopc!f for D.!ld. that othct· EU"cas such as thO Vlcst Ccust 
wcrO e.blc to_ nchicve. · Hhi1c the difficul.tien of nttracting-un audienc_c in NY 
shou1d not bo undcrcatimo.tcd, due objectively to the- largO number of comycting 
tontlcncicrl ru<.d ovcnt3 and the 8hoor sir.~ of tho city and region, wa ohould- note 
e.t the aumu_ time that our city and rogi"n did attract nco.rly ;;JnuaG1l audioncos·· 
for two nnrx caJitcnary co:lfcrcncoa, which shows part or tho typo ·of pC'tontinl ; ; 
nudioncc .\.;hich dooa o::.iot there~ '.l'horo nro ul.Bo tho TAtin /ur.r;>r:lcl\ aoJ.i.dnrity-, 

- fominiat. DJ.aclt, anti-~mkc, nnd atudont n.uclinncno, to nnmc o. i'cw.. Tho no!l"t 
cnthusiruJtlc audicnc<l on tho Ea.ot CotJ..Dt wuu .::tchiovQd not in NY hut in Philndclpain. 
runong- the st.udont ·youth nt I'omt lltld iJ\ direct con.frontnticm w:l.th u conoorvnt:lv3 
prof ~.,.ho introrlucad ·HD -on HL: ;Uou il;tlJV~·t.u.ut w:o.s thu fnct th.:~.t-·our-nc\:. .. ...:st :!:c_!:':bc_r, 
Crain, noarJ.y oine;lo-hnndcdly org:nnizcd tlto New School lt•cturo, Yhich drow ?!). 

Our m-m. ~!ork to build tho to\~t' _b<igtm in OctollOl' not (ml.y in NY 1 bu't tiith tt•il-'\S 
to othor ci tieo. 1'hc locturo tou.r WttJJ- Ol'rtnnizQd to omhrnco NY, Philudol.Ihin and 
D.C. U."1d W~J triod very hard for Dotlton no wo11.. By now \10 Imvo plnco the now 

.boule. :L'1d other-lit. i;-. bcnk:..:lo:·c:.: in the follcwin:; ci.tics: D.c .. , U~ltir.1oro 1 .•. 

Philudolpltia·, HY~ Now Haven, Ar.1hornt, J?rovitlonco a.."1d P.oaton .. But on tho tour 
itoul£, pcrb').p.'l the m.)flt im:POrt.:>.Il t imr;l'.~din.to rooult t-inS Hn:,·a' s intorvicw on. 'r!BAX 
for{\ ooritnm havr-lonr.; diacuusicm. on tho now boolt with Dortoll Ollmun, which wno 7896 bro:I.dcruJt in JtuHi.. !n nddi tion 1 the Trunirnant ln.bor lihrnry lloltcd to tnpo ll 



Ncw·York, pC.gc ·two 
a. conversation llo'i th · RD for their archives.' The discussion which emerged there 
il~uminated the rol.n.tionship __ .oi'- :the 1949-50 minCro ~- strike_ to the birth cf' MH in. 
a w.iY. _l;ha.t is ·beirig_ developed i'n the new -pamphict. Andy is. writ:ing._ :I'hc·-s!J!al.l < 
~Y, grad ·_,cen.t·er ~audtic.c~_ heaid_ a vcrY .. ncw_ type of- _prese:t.tation._._on the ·ar.}1hicll 
connected Harx•s new last· writ_inf;a integl"a1ly_ tc the whOle of· hj.S ··war~ ,On . 
dia~ec~ics _:~d .on rcvOJ.~tiCin: in perma.n_encc.,' '.i.'liat tc:l;pc .and :the _OnG frqm.,Truni.rnmit. 
~c --W~r-~h-,s~u~y~8- by:.NY. a_nd -·~ther ~Ca~- · Raja .a1a_o ci.ppeared-,in .. a _~C~~- ae1~io~: 
1'-..aJ.f:-:-hour -format on Casper Citrori.~a. natiori~~~y· sjr..dicated radion_shoW. t:~n~t-!QXH, 
and fh~:brclad"cast .ill NY :t-ro.:B l.iStcd ·in -thc.NY·_ Times ra~io: li_ating.· ... . _. _.: . __ : ... __ -. _ 

· ·rn.c_-f~ ~~: wiiitcr ·we._a,tten~c:d -lll1~ f!Ol.d litC~atur~ at n~~ion~l aca~em~C-_,::- -
conference~: nUch. _as <lnthropo~ogis~s( there aa:t.J.iug J~_lOO -1>/orth) ,- philosophers; .. :_ _ 
nnd- cconoi.li~ki~ ~n .. the_·E~t Coast., At :the __ lS..tter KeVi!i got_ _ _to SiVc-_a 1iH '.criti(itie 

!of Rubel~ _ Lou·a."ld RaY~ at;tendCd., ~sold _-lit •. ;ind' :tOok the fleJ:or at~ a· H!u;,c' cc:n.tcll?XY 
con~er~nce in~ t:!a.l:Yl.¥J1~· ·· ~u.SsalJ.- wid .K_c_vilr)~C:ipcd EM .. ~or.iradCs projcct.:Hif at: 

·the HE·- studies" conference. ·-·.Russell- a."ld Kate got on!:o .radio a.~ . .r;>.I.·ttncleis _when· tl_loy 
, visited Bosto~l- and.:f'ound_:youth _in_tcro!:3:~cd in s~udyinfk RLViLKM. .~'hCY-oame cJ.osc 
·to gctting_a_paid ~cc~urc.at Brandcis·and also. attempted to.gCt a lecture at 
Har_vard~ whosa ·ivory- to·H"ors. have: never permitted a. 'paid ieCturc ·by nD-1 oven. 
tho¥gh_ t~oy._.wo_r~ .(l.m~ne; the fira:t.::t:o order tho a.rchives_.fOr. their library. AnnO ... 

-and Dione: spoko.in .Gloria Jcecph.:s_ ClD..iJs oi-i Dl..~ck woincin' iil ·Hass., 'and_Anric -later 
·alsO sPoke ·in.Jiartford--on .the.riew :bOok. Kevin got to speak to a ~argc philoaophY 
cl.aJJ~_, tO.uS.'lt,by _o.n East EurOP'?O:.'i pr0l: at _Penn .:and <it the NY mA Harx conforcnec. 
Wu w~ro also- ubl~1_- to get Lou ta1ke _ . .nt CCNY•s .Black ·studico .Dapo.rtruent, the largest 
in_ the cOun~~y 1 --."&~n:o !lc_ waD extrer.;ely :well recciVod, and on a uati~na.l Black rodi-o 
.ohow. , :Anno O..'""ld. Kevin hav·e pub~iShcd reviews of. t.."tc_ ilcih' book__ i.'t_ oUtside jo_urna:W, 
~~~-a."ld_-Afrj_~. Todav, .. Whil.O:nussc1~•s has ·a gOod chance ·or_ a.ppCaiinG' .soOn_ 
in o.n important. pu~llcation. NY -comrades .Anne and Kevin ._were. Hlso rcsponsib1c 
for two re~:m tl~-lo~t-~ .~n tornationaJ. .. trips this· yCar _. to Britain il.nd _ ~crmc..nyfi'ran~e ~' 

·The addition_ of_: Cal fro;n 1A o.nd D-:~.vc _ fr9m Chicago to· tho Local. 'has·bcen ·tm · ' -
·_).rnporto.nt onO for Our_ work with youtli and iritclloctuul~;J. -

.. _-It ia clear that the comrtJ.d03 worked vcirft hard ir. tho !'all and wintcl' to"g~t 
the boOk into oto1~cs, to set 'up' an East Coaet"lccturc toUr o.ild to bu;i..ld- an audio'lco. 
It, ia. alao :clear that iinportunt results were achiCved from this.· \'11tat .. wc iiavc 

. then to cxaminO _is- how and . why the LOco.l. did not follow. through very wo1l o.rtet• 
tho tour. Not. only did- our __ follow-tllrough. !'ail_ to tiontac.t oZ.. draw_ m.:iny IleW.l">COp1c. 
into. our. periphery. \-le did not "c\•en suc~ocd in keeping· up _rcs:ular diStribution.o 
of N&L. · Bir July_. _tho Loctll_litcr_iit!ll",o clC?sct -was. b~sting· wi~h ... t~lo ~~~jority .c?f" 

-copies roc\;Jivod of- tho -Ho.rch through June ll&L, Still ·undis_tributod~ · · .-
. , Bas_idcn tho continuing pr·oL>lom of a lack of cOllectivity in the LoCal, tho 
big:gcet factor .I fee-l r.lC.Y ho.vo been ir.1po.tienco wilon our org.::m.izational ____ ctforts_ in 
the fall. and win tel' Co build lhc tour C.£d not ir:1mcdin.tcly achieve -Dlombcrship 
e:rowth and- attcndrutce or loto of t13W people at rog1.1lar Local meetings. \tlo nGcd 
more oi'. Hot;el~o ::l_~ .. bor, --E'-~~ .. i_c~~-22. and suffering cf Ute negative:: uo nn· nttitudc 
toward ore;anizationul. \-t~rk. In ti. cit.y and region where more lit. than cvor 
bcforo(wal.l. o•tor C2000) wno nold thiu yoar 1 one third oi' which wao froM Ia~\ILKH_. 
thct·o out-.::ly- Ul'O pl.::nty of 011IJ01"b_ln"1 ti.cA for HH or,_:nniz.'\tjnnnl e;t•owth, on t.hU bo.sia 
of tho now book .. 
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Stanf\n'Cl-leCtura,underlined this' necessity •. !ole -were ·able to "follow through 
_.·._there , wi thJ~~ speclal meetin5 .-With Ff3lix · t-lartin, ·cia_ Wel). ___ a:S sev~raJ..· -lndiv:_id:ual 

cliaciuSsiona .-that:lqo~ to_.cOr;ti~luing l:elri.tions th~re th;is fall: _-(~e··~ee:t~ng 
with :Felix Martin, and tal~o by Allen and NarY in LA; POint to_._liDli'-·LAjna_Y, 

-. Area· trips -.:can be .'_one .way foi- ___ a~l .to be -~es~- Coast , o_rganizers ._for; ~a:r;x:~~t~ 
.Humanism~_ ,:that ;is,ba_s;;~d.:~I?-.. wh~t _e_aoh .~-)~tributes (and- il.ott_-_·a~ :1r1: the:~~s..t. · 
·.here,·, because_ the B~y ;Area- local_.~..-as so-,"~ma~l~'--:---lt ain'_t ~~ .~nym?re!}. · · 

·: --0~- ~o~J.::.:wiihin ·the. Bla:c~- fi-eedOm mov~ment- ri'~-~~ntcd--a; diversi-f:Y_..Q:t· · 
challengeD this y(.;~r; ,_;ariSing. rl:om'_:p<ir·ticipa.tiori ·at. the.,Black stUdieS Co~~ 
:f'erence and at- an all-diy _discussion on Fanoii by AllBii at~ an'- Oakla:O.d~ high' 
school, to a·.meeting .at· Laney .college ·.we ·spoilso:red· a-round ~~'s birth;da;;,t, 
an ,w~ll as our. own: local meetings which brought. together Ma::.·xist~HUJ;1ani13m

.and. Black- thought ilnd· revolution in -the Marx. ceii.tenary. tfuile_ the. sponSors 
in Berkeley.Af"ro-ArflertCarl stUdies moveid.away·rrOin'Raya's.leCture "wh£!n·the 
day_· ~me,_ who.t · thci :nation?l- to~ brought _out was the now se;-io_usnl:;ss '_;tn· the 
Bla6I:::. rnoye_men":t;.. _towal;da' I1arxist-Human:t:Sm, .. _espcc1ally_- ~n- taking' Up: Marxism ~nd 
!fi.•: Th:ts_ experience_ has. helped us to .. look-for._ new way_s_ ~of c_:>ntirlu:tng dia
·lagu~.~- w~th;:Black ·-~inke_rR end_ actiVists_, 1tl · 2.cad6mia ar\d' lrithin, _ihe WL.M~ · 
.and, through the_ new ed.ition cif·ACOT,:_-_wo::.~king with Black. youth ·directly,·. 
beginning .Hi th the. AUg. 27 eVents _here and. continuiilg.1n the fall ~t Laney. 

. . . - '" . ... - ' . - . 
·! !ihile -we .atteinpted to 'sta.rt· -a_\'L-..:.N&L:Colrunittee _las-t:. faJ_l which rnet-. ·on 

camp!Js
1 

we _:found that i·t' a ·not alone.-Cailing s. meet,_rlg and constitu,tins. oUl.'
seJ..ves as such that "makes it so." Some 0£ ·our most exci.tiro.g and successful 
m~eti_nS's- this: year focused· on \TL 1 _.and ._;o did attend many other- events a con
fa;-Cn~~S1 "a:·f DE'!l.'keley and s_tanford 1 myriad emaller.meetingS and. d.emOns_tra.tiona, 
.~s wel:l a_s outside pla.tfol:-r.~.s for ourselves· at· Sonoma: arid 1tl Sa.Crirriento.-_.. ~~t 

",-. all ... theaa eventc we Saw._ths most. aerious and therefore' vital.disc'uSaions to 
, be -where· WL 'was;:taken Up. in _.l:olation¥ t.o_-Marxism (ASA) 1 ·_to the: BJ.ack _Dimension 
· (NBSC), to on6oing. rGvol;ut.ions (Be_rk9ie~-~-,ccnf'CrenceS on _Latin~ Arrie:dCa); and 
within the antl-nuke/a.nti--.·a:r movement (L.\G teach-in} • The list could -_be 

. "endlaas" eY.cept that wo a.re well and long -past the point' of just locking at 
ho_w. ~~ is a dir.-.on:.;lon of ;:,vgry fraad.om _:-;trut;gle .. ..:- What Ra.ya '-R- tc::a_r.- brought 
out io how. the initial enthuoiaam· from women did nOt continue· aa.a ·serious 
onthuoio.sm 8.b_cut Preaking through the theoret1cal/pra:ctical plateau ·of .\<ILM's 

· "unique and -unfiniahed contribution." · · 

We confronted that here With the Berkeley Feminist Alliance who were the 
main student organi~a.tion sponoor3 for Rayn. (It was a woman from a Naoist 
party in BFA who insi.sted RD speak because "she is a lMmnn revolutionary•r.) 
But we also no:lr!. to confront some of it in ours'3lvos, and how ca.n we practice 
the 11Uew energizing principle" to unite this passion for notion -with the 
pabsion for idena aud for direction. This is p...1.rt1culn:rly important fol.~ us 
because tha Bny Area has so many PpportunitioR, and so many pitfalls, when it 
cameo tc ~M 1 1£ we're not cloar ~n What wu want to be ou~ contribution to 
tho .movement. Our psrspootivos becin with !!!!!. .forgetting that 1n.lt1al en
t,hU:siasm towards R_L''iLKN and RaJo1 1 n~t to rn!lntion the lacturos thcmsel vea. 

Tha international- di1non31on of the national l6ctnro tour hns also rr.nde 
1 teelf' felt h('rG, not. 11fll1 ted t('l the rosponso t!1 M.:lrxist-Humo.nism es:pooinlly 
from 'Third "lorld.rsvolutlono.l:le:s. On t.ha ono hand, wo had tha experionce 
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::I.."a.'s{ :'f'?iL i.n.Jolving 'the disirltegra.t"ion of th'e ?olfsh 'Solidar!ty·Support · · 
·commfttee·· (th~ough whi~_Ur~Ul:a,'h,ad .~h~ _o_PP~~tu"nit:y: to s~eak _at :m~~·~ub_;ic 
mee_t~ngs) ·because .they _JUdged the'movement··crushed -und.er,martial-ln.tr;..' :·:It~.s 
t'rlle "~h~t· _t'q1S _b~u8h~ ·.o~t. the~ sh#};. p'ol;i~~cEil:·'~fiere.nces !whiCh-~~ :been~: 
simmeri~-f'or some time_. But it·ha.s 'a1So·.ra1sed the:·nee·a··:rar.:ua='.to.,n·ork·,out. 
what -is. the -£U11n9sS _0£ our· kirid ·Of'· intG'ina.ti6TiS.lisrli};ri6t ~>11m1t1rlg: od.rsalVes 
to th6 fict ··that ihotigh ,.a sUpport .. c-ommiitee-"'·ma,y ·btFcieS.d·;::_th~ ~PoliSh'1free~m 
struggl~ .. 1s .. ~t_111 a _point of. living 1nspir8.tion:~for: ,many_~~ ··tl!e· movefl!~nts
here (es.Pe~ia.l.ly .ncl-f·_wi th_in -'the· cint1.:.:nuKe:lanti.;;w.lr·_-movement:··as·:it._lOoks: to_ .. 
-i:ts _·rela1!1pil to _'the Eh.ir6pean ·~OV:ement;'· Jl:aS·t_:_arid_:weSt) .·~ ·.,c'" ~ -<t ~ ~: .. · •; • .-·, 

·:~:~~·:.·o~· ,~~~- ·~~~r ·ha~~~- ihe _"to~~-~hiCh-:r·;~6~~~~~~_.~t~ ~~he·· t~~P:·~6 i.~~~~o-.' 
br6ugh:t"home, to me--the concreteneSs ·o:r how• we·.Work' out-· di8.leCticS ~o:r--_u-or1d 
revoJ.u'tiOti ·,ari_d. the cefrtra1-: w9akness··o:r_ our::woi-k: W!th-_:t,2.t1ri ;Ainer1caft:.·revb~ti
t1Dnar'-es _here·· in ihC .. Bay· ~rea.·· ·\lh11e we have: met·,:.. "s.iSn1:riC2.rit ·nt.Unbei:- of 

. La tine _ ~cti ViSts-;-yo~th 1 women :and· 1ntelle.6tual_s:.-through- 11 t · table_S ·t: a:~·;·:: 
support 'mee~ings .. ·and at. o6ilfciencas, :·this·- "i1umbei:-"··}1a<lrnot·.·added }lP~ ~0 ·a:·-: 
serious pre~e~_tation o·f, and relationsh.t:P.:with~ Yai-.da:t:.num·ani'Sm~·:·."·In fact, 
we' h~ld._only _(_)!).e~ meeting .. the _entire'·fe.~.:.·oil. L;o.ti~· ~mericil.n reVC?lut~-'?~s..:.:-··:. . . 
on·.Jtiexico,. which turned out to be one· of' ·our :more· sucoessfull campus' meetings._ 
Eugetle•·s diScusSion on irOi:-kirig' with N'oticiri.s y··ca._~l!.- ha·s :provided· 6ome:.n6w 
~deas. But. it's because th~ rela.t.ionshi:p to Latin ~merican revolutions• is 
so deeply a dimenoion of our- JO .. yearS. 8.nd current. ~rspect1Vos "th&t· it is now 
a queationf'a'rus {myself' in partiCuJ.ar).to "do it' ... · . ·. • '· r.,. . . . . . . 
. : ~. ~-'~:d_~·- we. ·~nt. ~ci e_Stablish a n'e~: attit'ud~. t:o~rds: oilr; i-egUJ.i..r·'cOiltr~~u-

'tiona, to N'&L, th~- paper· has': been: one·-way· 6f meeting::Ho'rl:O::-S•.·!n ·la'bor· ·str.:sgles 
.· herS,_.·m_o_st··r0cent~yr thC ne_~ dialogUe, ':Which Ron··has begun- with FreemOnt ·auto 
·.-~orker~_;.: ·pur :r?Ot~ fli labor· struggles'here go b?ck_'to ~t.e 1934 ~onera.l StrikeJ 
a.nd.-th1~. year reach forward to· tho ne~ that-·came out o:r the' tour on' the Minors' 
Cep.Eira.l StriJ<O ·and Our ~1111.· origin:J, and here Fri:Lhk Can' c·antl.·ibuta·. as· ·wS' work 
out. th'ia ·. n_eN sr.oWld :fo# the Bay Area, . . . . . . ; · - - . " ' . ·, . . ·' ' ::: ; .. 

: .. Jn thOugh ~e · ha.vo <to report that cOnCre'tizing ·the· 1ect'ul:C tour through 
the Pre-conv"?ntiOn dtscus_sian has not yet ineant a. serioUs periphery on .that 
basis, ·it ha.s compelled· the beginning o:f needed reol:ganization· fo~ each ··of 
us t.o meet the exciting demands of the roming·. por1od; · foi: Whioh the tour- and 
its ra.m1f1ca tiona have ln.1d new ground here in tho Bay Area., 
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~·fua:t' lnake~ 1.982-BJ :a V'e!:y diff~~ent kind :,rE:iar tO·: iOok_ at 'the Work.; a~d. ac~i vi tY 
of the D_etr·a;t_-·J.c_Cell iS the ·-nay_:i.n Hhich ~lie __ ~<atiCnal· ChairW_oman.~_so. creatiVelj .. : __ COm~ 
binctl 'the_ MkirX ~entepai-y, and -the. _pUblication·. o_~ RL~JLKi"/intO- the mcSt· e_~ensiYe;-ciild;_ 
·exCi +.in& .n"ational tour thai the orB:aniza tion ·_has'· e·ver ·undeif.akcn; _. . ."So· no: One Will :·. 
be surprised if' I break dottn this report into three area~ 1) befOre Raya.' s tour, 
2) _af'ter the tour, and 3) -where that leaves us··on the eve <Jf the Constitutiona_l 
Convention.- .·. · 

·-.' ,• 

--:_·~· -_-F~llo~i~~ L'~u· s retUrn to --_Detroit. 1·le ~did- b·e·~oi.~: _ac·t·rve -irl; So'm~-;- ne~{are"as~ .o:f 
the Black· dimension- Hi th BlaCk intellectUals-, · ";-11 and· campUs·.· However the :focus 
was gaining the 4_ lectur_ef:: at Oakland u., _-llindsor, arid ._2:at--Ann Arl,or_, Ii;-_ .w_a~ 
through- 'that Hork- that ~.:e: made ncv:- _contactS f _estaplish'ed._' sOme'· earlier rel9.tion-
shi]?s ~nd ·:rollmo~ing _the. -Ahn 'A:rbol:. st'udy gToup eained B. -new member~· ·Mai-Y~ _. . 

' - -' ' ' - " . - . ' . : - : '- - " . . . -
. - The first FfrSt- c':f_ the Ye~· was, of. cOurse. -_the, r.:Ublicct:t.icn -'of~ ni\·!LKI1> _The 

Nov ·7 1 eCtuXe and book p::>-rt'y gave us a point'-qf concentra~.ion for our_ Vari?us·_ 
activities as· we invited those we had been actiVe with. to a·ttend.- Ye had:·been ac
tive at Highland-J;'ark Call., at the hos:pital, t:SU -lit. tables and lectures ft.Ud with 
uncmplo~e_d Workers·,·. ci.bd anti-ilucleai actiViSts. hftei- _the holidays, h6!o~e-vei:-;· the 
.rr.a.in fC?cus became th_e .lecture tour. · ' 

. f.:t Uindsor ·u. W3 Met a whole ncm circle of ·cotl.ta6ts; :from- student· acii Vists 
and .·fe_m1n1st, ~ofes_soZ.s to !!;as~ .Indian _anthropologists-, ·At Oakland. U~_-':~c. We~e '· 
with_ the- help of'· a- Keilyan }?Xof'essor aud an old- t'riend, 2.ble to_ bring • Raya_'. there_ . 

~-·,tO>·-make a seCond r_:m tn1k~· · Af Ann Arbor On._the basis of' a class ilnd uide :Publi..::; 
·city Ra::ra 'addressed-an overflow audience of students on barx'S Capital cind his'lS.st 
d~_cade, Anrl what rr.ay have seemed· the most disappointins in terms of audience _ 
turh o_Ut and lack o:f support :fran:. the sponsors, the lectUre on tarx and the Blaclt 
world actu-all.:y tuined out having the ~~eatcst_ramifi'cations. It re-established re
lations· With !:ary who joined 1 and established relations 1dth tl-m serious Black in-~ 
tellectual.s as a kind o_f: theoretical periphery. In al1., 'RayiL's. hichiian-Canada 
audience nvmbered mo're than 300 and the lit. sales, opccially with the trilogy of 
·re~olution and HL'.!L:~-::: 1 wan t~e be::;t ever. 

~!bat f'lowcd from the tour can be broken int.o two areas; 1) the areas of' 
Hork ln Detroit, especially as ret~locted in J\.e:L and -2)what Iletroi·t members were 
able to project-outside of' Detroit as "HaVe-Thuml:- Hill Travel" continued a:fter the 
tour. lie have some modest beginning:; in the key aJ.•eas c:f Woman's Libel7ation, 
labor and yoUth 1 as well as the Black dimension in all. H&L re:flccts- our acti-
vity in the Detroit teacher's strike, with nlack construction laborers, at the_hos
:pitnl., -with Black worl>::ero nround. health and sa:fety·, the Teamsters and U.S. Auto 
radiator where wo continue to have· ongoinr,: covcrnc;c of uomen worko:r.s at the point 
of production, Follouing 01.-:ta 1 s lead on the crisis in cduc..-ttion we held a i'orum 
co-sponaoro.d with the Anti-J.Iunscr l'.L'I"'I.icct and !3ln.ck I;:a·t:fmts f'or ·~uality Eit.ucntion, 
And in the Latino dimoni:l:i.on .;.:uccnc's ll.L·"!r."n~.:d.1.on at ·the_ :1o.tiona.l. Chicano Studies 

,Ccnf'erencc 1 _1-'.irinm's uork uith CISP;;;s, and our 'J:"ICl."OiX.I\.:t.lve of .continuinG t-Jichae1 1 s 
worJ?'lltP..t.lth and F<n.fety actlviats on Central Ar.:orica with n fc.z.·um in tho I•'all arc all 
openings that cau be furtl,cr dcvclopod. _ 

r'(;riphurlllc aromld ~-IL-NC!L at tho nf'ficc nnd around youth work on the cam1)us 
ne~ immcdinto foll.o~: throU{'")1 f'or tho __ Convention. Jim' a work at ·~·ISU created 
!:O:L forurr:s anc'i-i'utur.t) l•orr;pcctivo:; n.t Ann t.rbor :tith ~;ury, 'l'ho recant, co~tnct with 
nlack womon U.t '•.rt nnd locr~l m¢et.11!('('U uun Jim's contact uith Youth Corp Harkers 
·.arc the n:ost :rn:o:nlsinc; l'X'Ofi!ICcl:o for invitinr;_ Dotroitcrs to the Convention, aloncr 
with tho tuo .tnteJ.lectnalu from I StT, However, if we reconsider n(J:a1n thoso wo met 

, from th~ tour ! 'r.; Gurc thn. t ~c Honld find ot.hcrs to in vi t.c, 
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·-·· 
· · ~: _.: __ :_ -- _, __ .. Although -:ttui~_ 'l'our. t:!l'ld.cd; _:tho hcive thumb-u!.1J.:· t:CaveLdidn' t a.s_· we participated 

· in"~e~~~~ _c 9.f.: 9~nfCr~~c;~·s ,' outsi~~:-_ o~ Det~?i t ~. _ espC_ciiLilY -~lome_n ~ s -: Li b~ra t~o~; _ ~9u ~ ~ , 
trips __ to .. :'l<;~.sh. i ;D.C •. helrcl :to e_stablish relf].tlons ·uith BCm ~:tt.'.d.ents ~ol.loh~ng 
Rei~~ s leCt~e. _tour, thefet :·.~~a:·~~O~e will:-~- j(,'i.ni.'llg \iO-·. a~·:-_ ConV:eflti(:nl ~ -~< j'h~e-~ ~.' " ::-:' 
Homen~ s ·Liberation~ cOnf'crcnces, COnt'iriuc(i. oUX __ OUtreach :a_.nd: dialo.gile-,:Wi th·, the _new_· 

.. book;.;_: Toroinie:_<7Ilq·_ :0_-ia.nC_' at __ the. Atl<iri_ta;·Biack. WOm_en• s· he~lth cOnferEmCG_/ SUidttln~~ 
__ a!;K\..~: t.rary· Jpa.n.~at·' the Ohio· Hl·iSA 'con±'er'ence·:-WhcrC- _suzatme _·gave_ a::paper~:.:aild:~:~~a-:'fi ,·, 
presentation· at_: a ~ostori.,..Tranian Woman' s· Confer_ence. _.-. Lit • .sales 1-~Cre. high but. , 
mo~e-. ~mportantly -: di~cusSion _ and .. _thC .battle of:·).dCasc rea1.1,Y. ).'i-ojepted __ --1 ~-Nr.:L-: frOm-. 
Detr~~-~-_a.s·-:~~ha.t·_s~·::.alui.e·. ilote~:·;·:.a_:· "na.ti:or..a.l': __ OrSSniiitio'il.. '~~_:; · ·-- · · ---- '":- .... -

. . . ' '-·- ---- .· .. ,_ ... . ' . - - - - ,_ .. - "--. ~- .:. . -· ' - ·.;,_--- - . ·;"" 

. · .. ·· ,: ~-~ _; t;ar~ -- _6-.&~t~-n~:r·y·· c·6nf~renc~~- ~- tl.a t. _ w~ _ a:itbOd~d .-:-~ls·o"·: t~~_k,' \~-~ ~- 1nio · th~ :_:biti~~ 
of.,ideas -:f01l.m-tin{;_RS.:rti's' tOur both -_in -Ani{Arb()r 3.r.d :->.8.l:ylind:-_·. Hi:th th_e~new·Cate~:_ 
gory thf!:t waS created-· 0\.1i;. of the 'toUr of r:arx aM :the· Bla-Ck -wOX.ld .and· t..'"t~- n-ew_ ed1..::. 
tion of :ACOT: that battle-_-o:f_ideas ~and .d_ial.ogue _is sure __ t-O contintlc in the coming . 
year. __ · __ A~d-._our: own SJ:;oUnd. w111. be sCt·. ·,.,~th- study :e:r:ouPs _pn 't.."1c ··trilogY _of :re_volu:-:-.:· · 
ti~fl: an~ ~AC~_T, · , · · · ' 

:·,As w~:,go-.i'nto: __ th~":.00rivEmtiOri}'thll have bo'th oUr_ J.atest ":PubliCation·, tha ·new 
cdi tion of' ACOT 

1 
and. -thP. e:'x-pcricnce of' the ·1-':arch' on' ;ra.:sl:lington. _( Wh_ich -manY ":f us 

\·1'111. be attending) to acld to the n~w and exci tint;' range- of ex:Pericnc·cs 'that ue· have 
had.-,in this~year _of the ~·iai-_x centenary ·and. RLl'lLKt-•• The pull ·of_:H·:Jrking out fu
ture., Pers~"ctives_ :t:or _Dctrolt 'a.ild Ann ArbOr: ., .. ill: o:'!Z.cl.y- require. new vistas I nOt· the 
least. qf_._wh.i_ch :f6r :finanCcs.ahd ricw ltays ·_o:f_- putti.·n~ _thoSe ':t.a_id off' :'~oi'gt-in1Zci511 

•• _. 

(H&L) h<iCk't.O- worl-:. El.~+-~blff',hi ric nt:~'- peJ.·l"-•~~J.~).oR- J-~nrl, 1.,._? nn\rl£5: !vz.-~. J:Cm~i·s. j:o'r I•;a.:r;xist-7 
Humanism, · ·· ' ' · · · 

790:1. 



~he Central Am-erica sol~.darity movement in NY 

John Harcotte 

.,·The ·latest milita-ry coup·'in Guatemala points·out.the despera~ 
tion o.:r. Central America's native and u.s.-. rulei-Er·a .. -For us in ,,the 
so_lidaity movement this desperation_ is both· a measure o£ ·--t_he- _. 
pot'/er :of: the ·revolutionar"J_.'f'reedom .movement,- e..nd _:-!1.. \'taming ·that 
Rea"gan and Congress- :will , stop· at·. nothinG.-.' . · 

our participatio~ in the solid~i~moveinent i,; part'icui,;;J; · 
urgent-·to us -because_ of-·6ur .Narxist.:..Humanist,·- _Leziin:i.st ·.:understand
ing of the 2-\.Iay -rOad· betl.·teen natiori.al'-.:liberat~on''movements· __ ;in:··. -~-. 
the -Thir'!- Uor"!-d an'!-. social r!'volution ·~ the imp,erialist .. country. 0. 
as· _expla:med __ ·:t.n Ph~loso;:~ and· Revolut~on1: ch;;·_ -7,- .a:p.d .-the -.Afr..Q::: : 
·Asian- Revolutions ;pam~h ~ .• -.-_ \'J~ are not inv_ol:red in' solidar?-ty <---' 
\-lork- il.ke -the many_ th:ird.;..\-torld:J..sts- who ·.have:. g~ven. up _on revolut_3:on 
_here at_-. home : __ nor· in _mere horror at __ the genocide ~·practiced in 
our. names • ."-.\~e are. in. solidarity .:\<lith ·_the· creativity·_ and-~-vision~,-~! 
o:r _:bhe .central American revolutions, especially-.the. ne\'t, dimens_~ol!s 
of. ·Indl.genous_ peoples, \'tpmen, peasants and. youth._;·-·Our _respons~b:J..
lity -is both to eJ.::-plora this vision ·and. -lf.O~azl'XE~GCCK 
share it--\'lith the .forces f'or revolution--here, ·and -tO- hel'p.-it· 
be conac~.OJ.l.S of' -itself', ap~reciate its originality. not spend . 
itoe1f' -a:fter se::Lzin·~ po~·rer .but r::o on ·to bailO_ such a ·net·/ societr·y_ _. 
it inn:r>ireo i;he \-rhoio. uorld- to· a \·thole nel:l- series o.f" revolutions • 

. News & Letters- and Noticias y Car.tas j,s certainly..a forin·-·for 
Hork'Ulg on _beth o;L -these pr.•ojacts.· - , ' __ -- - _:·.· · __ :, 

. . 

- - .. The solidarit:,; .niove!Tlent -may soon f'ace a. treimerldOus. challEmr-;e' 
i~ Reagai"l continues to, .escalate-- his. t-;ar;· and: prosecute draf't res is-. 
tars. ·Relating to these. youth as \·Jell .as to ·-Blacks, Lat-inos and 
ranko;oand."':"'f'ile_ labor is the greatest cha.l1.ene;e to the:mOvement •. : · 
I hope· our «ork·in the Guatemala committee lCSPG). can i'ocus: on 
youth this·i'all, both campus and high school• CISPES \<ants to. do 
more .tea.ch-ins and is .. concentrating on tabling and. door-to-:.-.door 
visitine; building up to the Nov' 12 demonstration. And NISGUA 
(network in solidarity ~<ith Guatemala) uill be coordinating· with 
CISPES to regionalize solidarity work, which· we hope to·· do at a 
local level in NY •. But besides all these tactics, most important 
will- be our attitude: 'ilill we be open to these_~ youth when 
they see]< us out? tlhat attitude will we present to· Blacl<s and .. 
labor on Aug. 27 ?--This attitude 1 opennesst or vision (philoso
phy) is both critical and the hardest thint> to work out. 1·/e 
cannot claim to have all the ,answers in,·News & Letters Committees,. 
only ideas o£ the. process that is necessary. This was the base' 
o:t our many disagreements with. NY CIDPES last year.,~.-

··pr~ctically it come::;; l1.0wn to such questions as: What is. a. 
social revolution? who ma1ces it? who are ita ··allies here? who clo 
we reach out to? lf'here is ~ very di:fi'icult dialo~, whicl; is :yet 
to be, o:r lmO\'l:I..n(!: how to l:Lsten to the North' Amer:tcan <.b.mensl.ons 
o:f Blac1-.::s, youth, \ITomen ancl la.bor-ancl shape the solidarity m·ove..:.. 
ment to their ideas and i'orms o:l: strue;e;le. Lool< at John Aian 1 s 
column ollliTiicks and anti'-nul<e >~ritten ai'ter the July 12 demonstra
tion last ·year •. f·laybe llashington marchos are not the beSt way. 
Naybe midtown ma.nhat1:atl picked; l:i.nes are not the He.y,.. Can vou · 
expect a disi'ranohised class, who do not have the po~<er to f.;et 
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jobn or: contro). their livin;--: or '1."/orking: conditions to f'eel \'trit
ing the_ir· congressperson or· marching 0.0\·mtotm _is the uay i;'a: _ 
chan11e. anythin:-:;7 -Is there a :rorm. of· strum;le that would :mvolv~. 
themt Have we aske<I:? .. : . . . - -·.-

.~-·-The b~-sic·· di.f..ri~ulties ~e h~ve m~t in:tn~ ~~v~~~D.t. are:- -._· 
1) an attitude o:t activism opposed to-takj,ng·time.:tor·theoretical 
understa:nding., --In ·opposin"g this _liC have sold ~d -~ ~f3r.tt •. out 
a _number o:r bool<s .·ancl· -oamphl.ets ·and had sol'le·_dl.scusSJ..on. CSPG 
~Wil:1: ·:£ili.a-llY · st~t --:hai.rhi~-'-m<?ntlily stu~.y e:ro_ups or' educationals_.~- .· ·: 
\lhether these >n.ll-r;et_ to theor;~' remalllG tc be done.· . - . --
2) . ·-: _ arc_atti tude of>. unthinking : ~ Stalinism- or "Marxist- ·--: 
Le'Q.1.nj:Sm" ·as ·taken £or ·gr&J.Ttea;:·som_StiJne_s·:-~clu<l:ing.-·_a ·nar'row·-::._. __ ._: '" · 
natiorialiSm~·-·. It is ··B.nJ~rGJmtgpnr B.nti~imPei-ial.iSm _W_h;ich:_ c;lO~sn ':_-(i __ ;. 
e;o -near -as -deep as 1-!arx -on the capital/~a~o;- relati':'n! 1'!~ 'alon'! -· 
the :man/woman and mem:a1/manua1 labor do.vo.so.on. :Len= s cnalecto.c 
o:r the '2-uey r_oad· to 1~orld revolution is either 'tota-ilj_-unknown. 
or t;iveri -lip service.· On the :positive sida--I-··f'-ind a·: -loti' of' _th'e 
~younge~.- and ne•N"er · companeros/as. have .B:pparently never_ b~en- exp?sed 
to- any·,-al.ternati.ve ·Narxism arid -are open to discuss, mak:u1g: our 
inverv-ention all ~the -more urgent. . . · 
3) an attitude· ot: vanguardism end -secta.r'ianism in genera~. This 
was- seen. at,·its wor_st on -July 2:r wheh the need .for. a. ma.ss1ve she~ 
c1f'- oppositiion to Reagan's v-Jar got_ lost ·beca:use 'PA1-! 1s ~~
high-handed: ·t:actics ·created a division. >ri tb CISP.ES and others. and 
only 8 0000 turned out. · · 

.. N.M· News &Letters has .. been .well received in _the·NY solidarity 
movement -for our_·.very active· supP.ort.-·.- ·\·fe;- are alflo _appreci~ted 
£or.-.what .is·.seen···as~. our 11 exj;:lertise 11 on the-North American·revo- _ 
luti.onary dimeD.sions. _How: much--we a1.·e· appreciated- for the_-philo.:..:_· 
sophy-behind .that is· another guestiOn. Th8.t involves pB.ti~nt,~ · ~ 
worlc seeking out- thos·e companeros/aa'- who- are ready to strengthen 
the:tr ___ :solidarity_ work _\'rith a totalky _revolutionary· outlovit. · 
Langu;,:ge also limits us, limitl.ng oth who :feels able to attend· 
N~L·meet~gs, where-we have not had success,·and leaying the . _ 
dJ.alog. to·.a i'ew co~ades. . ·. · . · _ 

cllhat attracted me to CSPG ~<as·ite combination o:r North. Ameri
cans _1:. -severa~ of'· them libertarians, and Central Americans~_-.-. Unlike 
the Salvadoran solidarity-movement uhich' is or~aU:i.zat:i.onally. · .· 
separated not only betl!een the 11. Americans and the Central Ameri
cans. but in dif'~erent Salvadoran competinG tendencies 9 \·re have · 
tried to·f.lnintain:a broad solidnrii.."} .. colnmi.ttoe:\'!hich uould ·avoid 
tho.ne ~:i.ntnken,. \·rhtch are alt·Ja.ys a- danger. Two· thint;s that the 
Committee needs to c1evelop besides outreach ~"10. the study e;roupn 
is the speci..Cicj.ty o£ the: indi::enot!n, Women 1s _Liberation, and 
peasant charac·t:er o.r the revolution. ·-

·Ue must not lose ourselves in pra~natic activism. l/9 sa\-1 
\-there that lod in the 60s.. Equally \'Jrons \·Jould be to walk fu•ray_ 
.from -thic r.!OVel"'!ent, o:r beir..:; co critical ue don 1t· participate 
and just stand. outside sayci.nr;, · "i·t; needs philosophy". In contin.._ 
uing our involvement this year, workin~ out or proving the diffe
rence Narx's Harxiant can make to the movement is the way to both 
a:l:i'ect the directci.on o:r the movement and meet i'uture Narxist- · · · 
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Huma'"l.ists •. -.A couple,_o.f 1'-lar...tist*Humanists even in leadership_, 
positions cannot a1'1'ect.:the direction o:r.,t.he ~hole solidarity. 
movement. ___ U. t-.re· can a.ffect.-.a-,pol.·ti.on_._·oi" the movementl. :if -\</e -~-an- _. 

·.gain new Narxist~Humanis:ts_ -:~m, _the .. b~s_j:f!_.-~f):f:.,·rc:rking-:·ouli.-~a_:-~er:i:-ous _---
. theoret:i.cal--:contl:ibution.·-;_rooted in _our ,a.c'tiv:i.ty- and in t-tarx•s -.-----
. v:i.sion, that. will be ,_a l.istirig c'ontribution;to solidarity. .. . 

. T'? help · <?ther c;~;,_d.;s i.ri the mclvemer1t, ~oJ.lowin~ 1!-ril mY · 
-brJ.e:r >.mpressJ.ons oi' the major·Guatemalan pol:cticaJ-m:t.lJ..t~_ .• 

.. organizat_ioris: ·: .-- -:-.·. . "-. __ - .-_.-- .. -· .. :· _.- ·. -,- -~:,. : _ _. , . .·. 
. . ORPA.:t~oi' ·.all· the. organizations I would _like to. knoW:'llCrE)... . . 

·about- the .-Organization of' the People-.- in- Arms_;-_~ but -very._ ·.few;¢tgc11"":~;-· __ · 
mente are available. They. are said _to be.- clos~st _to the Ind:tB..I."'1S

1 
~ 

and ~~ 95% oi' their :rounding members when they split i'rom 
FAR. :in• .197~ over the importance oi' the "ethoic question'~'>!Gre · 
Indiap._ One o:r their theoretical roots. is Franz Fanori, which' ;is . 

·.clear. :ip. .the -.one document I 1ve s_een,_."Ooncern:ing:Racis~"· _. From_ 
1971 to 1979 .. when they .t<ent public, they 1 0s.rned i'rom and sank,· 
roots.· in ·.iihe ~!lastly Indian .. peasants and. agricultural workers -. 
o:r the highlands. I have also heard it said' they are more 
_libertarian, sa.yinr: _they tiant_ neither US nor-Russia, but I caiL'lot 
document ·that~·· . · · · · · · · · ·.' . • .. . ·. 

. . . · 'EGP,:;_the Guerrilla Army oi' the Poor is the biggest and best
kri~Wn_.'of'_:~he __ f'our,_ and-best a:t publiciZing :it_se1f' abroad •. ·,It -too 
spent the early 70s sinking roots jn the Indian· commUnities. But· 
I t<as bothered that an othert<ise good analysis oi'· Indigenous· 
Peeples ·:anr.L the -Guatemalan Re.volution _Stated, .}'The main danger is
that the. national-ethoic £actors >~i:ll ·burst i'orth in detriment . 
of"- class :fac.tors.n - A .. _ • • • , •• - <-~:: · 

.. ,· FAR..C.,.the ·Rebel Armed Forces , descendant o:r the· F.AR, oi' the.· 
60s, .was. active· in _labor 1mions in .tb., 197.~_with .. the PGT~· .. I _i'eel 

. the~r -_.reass_essment .. after. the failure .. o:f- -the 60s- \'/Cis nurely tactic
al. They are.most pro-,Cuba• The i'irst hall o:r a 1980 Nanii'esi:io 
:l.s:acdei'ense of Cuba •. They, like the PGT, take the old Stalinist 
view._that,.class __ is primary and __ Indigenous_ and~ \>lomen 1 s 
Liberation \~ill be settled after' the~ l. ... 9volUtion. ·. . __ . 

. ~T--the Guatemalan Labor Party1 now split in three, is the 
t'?adJ.t:..oanl 0P. · The PGT-Nucleo de DJ.reccion Nacional, together · 
wJ.th the EGP, ORPA and.B'm:rorm the URNG, the Guatemalan Natj.onal 

· Revolutiona...7 Unity. ' · · · . ·· · ·. 

Even the US Embassy has had to admit eight out ot ten 
guerrillas are Indians. But -I have a· lack ·or ·theoretical- material 
on that, and on the massive participation o:f \'TOrnen. li'or more 
background, I recommend NACLlt jan/i'eb 83 and mar/april 83, and 
Guatemala :J..n Rebelli_on: UI!.finif!.l!ed Hist~, G:r.•ova Press. 
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A DCCUZ.EUT F30!1 'J."'l£ 'EAsT .:~~·~I~l-ia'!!ENT·F£Ad1~NovEtEm,4 _ _:~-~ •. ..,~-.,;_~-~~, · 

~~-(3s1 T c;n the mol:nin~. ·of· ~une ·-·a; the n _ 3o1 Berlln-Nunich -tndn· crosSed £rom 
· E~"t: ~iti,t_o-·Weat :eerma.ny,~ a.ild _ _pup.6d _into_ :the· Lud1-.-:i.c;Gta4t·- St<i.tion:~. ;~Tha _train •a -:·:· 
porter ~Old borde;-.P<?11ce that then;·ws-'a--yount;·mari-:'1~ 1...1'\- the' _laat __ ca.r,. and 
th•n handed them an O:f'ficiiU.-J.ooking' piece of' paper c>ihlch ·reruir ·''EXIT VISA-'-ONE"'WAY-- · 
ONLY--FCR E!llGRATIOII 'TO'.THE: ·FEJERAL' REPUBIJ:C Ol!' GERf.rANY> VALID UNTIL','Z A.H.·, : : 
6/B/83. IXJTY:FBE:E;" Too.'only pasaen~'er•en'the •txain's•l.ast sJ.eeping·'car was '· 
Rol.ancl. Jalm,: .. a.. ·29 ~ar:-_old_ trucke:c _at the_ Za1ss_ works in Je_na end· an activist 1.n 

_ .. the E·:c:e~_-~ridC1Pei1.4~nt::PEiace !nOveinent_. '_:.The day··be~O:ro; ~he-~bad-:goite.'to_'·J~na.'s 
city- ha.J.1'· :t() see ·a:oou t subi:ett1ng a· Mend 1 s · apartnent, he -f' ouri.d: tha.t ··:the·_ author- -

: .-1.t:Lea ha<Ltheh•_ .o_rm· plan -for- his fnture residence.. Vlha.t :f'olloas '1s· __ mY<tr2.n_elation 
of .exca-J:-Pts_ £rOm J_D.hri 's: account' of the: ·S.cti'vi.tics··-wiu.ch l.ed .t() his\_ UD.wi.lli-ng exile; 
a.~· :Pllbll~hed ~t~·- in .June: iri_ W .ec:rma.ni. - · · -- · · ' 

~ *'~ ~ ~ * *·* ·* * * 
: T'nB .. Grit' 'coul.d nOt: _ha.Ve choseri a m0l:9 iria.u:Sp1ci.ou6 date :for my. :f'Orci.bl.e _dePort

ation. -~After- 'the 1_ri1 t1a1- di:3.orientation Of -my ·arr1 val. in ·the· :lest, the reason f:ar 
·- m~ch·¢ t-he_ intense ·illtere~.-t i.n m:e· quickly-becSme clear.- I··r-.e.d·arrl:Wd just:i.~~t_irne 

. i'or June 17_-[the 3oth ·anni.versaxy· ·of' the ·E .·German workers' rovol.t..:.-j_'r~] as Star· 
· w.ttnestr.to tbe·_~-inhuMnity· of- 'the ·Gm reei-me.· But f'oX- r.iOt n'ow, ··that is-all .too, 

·--· -'l~~pl.e •_ . . 
I wa- no CD.er.ii ar. the SYotem: nou as oo'fore I consider myiel.f a socl.alla"t-~; even 

thout;h'l have found fault w1:th a- (7'ea.t r.tany thinss in the-. "~al., . exis_t1ng S'oCiSJ..
i6IIl11 of the~ 9DR.__- · -~s -~~ eVidentlY, -miSunderstood b-.f- Some in .the .Federal.. Rcpu·bllc, 
who woul.d much rather have hoa.Xd. ~-6 d.a.r.m the SS-20 ffilssJ.os roo+~.~d,br~Ch'-~th?Ut 
cri,tic1Zine. t:he' . .-~A~·o _a.pr.S ·-:'blii.+?-Up •. _ _ 

. -On·e . sOon-"-feCls ·-expioi t:ed·. -hi tcoo-~ to e'voryor..e- else' S· bimdwaeon·~-< - Pn- TUe_sday 
a£teci0ori·bst :;,-eok;·I· ·wa,3 i!ivited- to a·Radici Fre'e Berlin- stuctl.o-'in Berlin to·-join
a r~_?-ta.ble discussion far Ba.~!arian TV' s_ third char.nol. The·-.ti.tl.e of -the "t:rciad-

. c.ast :. waS· "Da;P,orted -_Bu.t-· Not·' ~i1cinced, .-,_ sonlethi.TJ.G- I c~d · certa.illly identify mysol:f 
w.t.:th. :But ~when I :f'ou.."l.d. oUt ·that it ·was' about June ·17 ,-- I al.most' fell~ out --of' -r.iy c:y 

. cruiir.. I ceitain+y-; ·ha.vC my own opinion on the Work~rS' fir:ht for theix' rlshts_ on 
Ju..'"l.e-1?i'.195J •. but r: can't s't8.nd the anti.:..commttni.st backe;rot.md a£· ce1obrati.ons: like 
theSe:.· · Jl"t _-f'irst· I _mi."lted to 3.e:6.ve_ the studio---l:r..t.t then· I 'said -to ·rnyssi:r. _tioi' tl_Us 
is the ono YoU have_ -Lo···stay ':for·now. 'And· the proc;rarn. -turned. out qu1to ·di:fforently 
:from -~at so!-le OT't~e ~icipants- had ima.D-ned. · · · - "· · · 

AS.~ ·exi.i{y9u -have ·to -wa.tch_Y,ourseli' if-you don't ~t !'-O just···g·o-_to the· 
dogs in the West. And it was nQt.at all. easy.to.explain w-hy I dO;n~t want-a_~Jest 
_German passpart, and why I ;.ant back in the· state thet e~lled ID:B _in_.such-a shabby 
way. I want to make somethinG happen from the insido $ not from outside. Because I 
ca.n unders_ta.nd the paop1o i."'l Jelia ·who say: "Firat you shoot the shit, then you tD.ke 
a powder,- and :here.!!!!. are- __ when-it hits the fan." 

. . . . . . 
I co~e from_ a typiCl:l.l. 1!: ,.C--errnan f'a.mil.y,' somewhat pe~ty -boureeOiS but decen¥ 

.peapl.e ••• _. _f._.y pol.iticall.zo.tion be£Wl sl.owly. At the end of the '60s there· WB.s 
an a.dr.dniatrativo order bannin(t J.onf~ hair in the schools • • • At this ar_e, in t-he 

- ?th, 8th and 9th era-des ••• evon in little things llko hair_l.onBth, cl.othine, 
· :inisic--two· "cando, tho Puhllys and Ten-, Stc:L"'lc. Sche:bcn, -~re especially l~.t-h~d by 

the teachers--tho fine l.1no between makinc 1 t and not rnakinr-; 1 t boca.Mo evident 
a."llonr; the studentsJ botwoen those who kopt thoir 1noutbs shut and quietl.y eraduated 
and those who woul.dn't swallow everythinG• For IJO as o. youth, the ~atoat break 
came with my sorvico in -tho mill tarJ pol.ico. Tha.t 1-re.s what mado mo rethink tho 
q_uestions of' war il.nd nill:tarJ ccrvica. Beforo I 'h"'nt in, I didn't oven know_ that 
yOIJ. caul.d refuse arr.tod sorvico nnd p_o into the on[71neor corps. Desidos, 1 wanted 

.•_. -.. r . · ··1 ~ 
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_ to study [m!.litary serv:tcc is a condition. for a.dr.lission to East 
German u..'"liversi.tieG--Tr.] because at that time I bel.ieved you havc_·to~mako_,Comi;ri:~" 
mi.ses if _you r.·ant. to accomplish anything. Today,I have a different_ oPiriion_.~_-:· ·· 
thl.~& -.you 'r.ave- tO W~tch:_ your.salf. varJ _c~osoly indeed, __ so. th~t. your !!'Mch:_·th:i-'ciugh ·

-thO ·1nst:1tutions cdoc£rl.' t·-·turn into a. rotten_ CCJin}?ron'.isc _. - - . . . . . . 

.. l:n-_-197~• ~h~l-r' _-had.'~ j.1St, _ t~~d"'19, I' d..t"d::my · rniiitacy_- -se·rv.i.bo-~in,Rud0l.Stadt in 
the-.-Gcra distrlct--so'-I ltou1d havO'beEm· sent' to.Jena"·!.n·'tho evezit·-or. riots~th£Jre-., 
Our_· perf ~C~ ·_ ~n:-·: SU.oh rl0t :_dUty: was· ·z-eB'..il.S:Xly_· . t6~6d; ___ In maneUVers :near · Joni'-wo 
learned~ how_ to __ :break up . st1.:1dent demons_trations • we_- w-Ould_' take. ·-our : po~i ti.ons -·on'' -the 

_niSin tra£fiC ·.arteries,-. chase:: B.fter · "lawl.e-Ss~ Cl~~>lonts~·- who· ho.o"i ·-fled· tO 'the- __ 1"'..1119. '· .:_ · · 
aroulid Jena.,- herd the 1onghi\1Xs' together alliC then _Jr..D.~k ·them dowti and~ disperse_ ·t.IW.m-
w-ith water ~ons •• -. • :. · 
_ . ·._':Because I was ~-;·th~sC Cxr.JrCiseEi·_as a Common ·aoidiGr, ·not. a :police officer, 

natta:ally. anouP..h I asked. ciysel:f a 1fua.t' wou1d you· do ·i.f' _ thi.a was_: t·or: n;:\1? -I· was 
certain. that no .. matter what, I _would haW ·to go on·· s1ck Call: or 11J;13.sS: out!'- on the: 

. spot-.:..i:t .was 1mpossib1c, I could.., 't tako part "iri sOr.IOthing 1llte that·. ·· · -. '' ' : - - ' .. ·. -' -

-.We cal.led our officers "the Red SA. 11
• ~ho wa.Y :they.sto.(xi there -with those··· 

J.eathor -belts and shC?UJ.dor straps over their ·t.Un:i.cs, :1n thoso riding-breecheS • 
they -looked _•just like the Nazi villa.Uls in tho mov:!.es, thci ones who -went after the 
communists and other_ 'arit:1.-fariclsts. · · ·- -

. But· f'OJ> aiJ. -that I nsvcr bcca."ile a radical. pac1f'ist, I ~Iil. -~t:ill not--One- today~ 
!>Iany.-of ·mY _f'r:t,cnds call'-t undo~stand. thiS •. I do not. cntircl.y rejoct ,thll use· of 
weapons. Fat' mcamplo, 1- knoW that in certain situatiOns I myself' tmul.d take up 
arms--but ,What. am I s'-oJ.pP0s9d t'o .be doing, turriing··".ee.pons ori·,ey iowil poople? .. ' 

· -Af'teria. ·year rlrid···a. h3.J.£. or·-m:tiit·a:cy'·~ervice ••.• ·:tn-:t~~--_.fall t;~i 1975 I bo@;a.ri 
·to: study ccononics· at. Fr1e~ch Schil.J.er Univoro:\ty. in Jena •..• -.-·-. • I_ chose -.this_ 
.f'icl.d-of'c::study_~~u~. I· -was.already __ quitc polltica.lly·m.~t:i.yatcd_. I l.ooking-for' 
controversy- under:·-tr.o . .c:ct.-or· cf d!.~cu.ccicns, above ·c.J.l.-.with economi_c- and :p:"--.:rty-:f'u:lc~ 
tionarios. There were plcJlty_. o£' opportunities -far this. i.n tho f'aculties of politi
cal economy ·and l)h:il.Osophy, '!:>lit- al.sO- in _economic fdstory •. The department ·head_."· · 

-~·.di_dn !._t~app::ro:ciatc this_ too much. · Once be 1ron1.ca11y told.· me z" "You' champion 'tha 
'Will· of the _people-! t-c;:o mu~h £or !lY· tasto~ro 

Tins- intO_lloctual. arrOganco is· typical.- of: tho univorsi. ty. miJ.i~u in- the_ em. 
And it 1s·· S:Pocif'i.cally on economic problems that-, accordinG: ·to accepted opinion, 
Ordi.nroj- poopl.o ho.vo nothing to 'say because most of thoJm. understand not~g ot'
theoo. matters. - Docauso I spent a l.ot of my free tima wi.th workers, thi.s roa.l.ly' 
stunk. to.me. Nost of, my follow studerits had no contact with wOrkers c>.t all. I 
preferred gettine togcth.OZ. With- my o1d f'rlonds 1""";"om . .rena. -About· four :fifths~ o£ the 
atudonts _cam.o. in :f.r.om .. outsi.de [t.ho ·ma.jor~t~ ·or _E.C.c.. rm.an uni.vers.i.ty st. udents'_corr.mute 
to carnpus from suburbs ar. other towns--Tr.j,· so _they had no connoction with tho 
city. Th3.t _is why" not much of' a.movemont in _tho city coul.d c·omo _out of the-univer
sity,~ tho --studunts woro troi7londC?J.sly bravo but nothinr: ~o of it. 

For-exn.mplo~ this shm·rod itsGl:r in th~ ~l.~ctions t~ the Poop1e's C~ber _in 
19?6 •. tic al.l.·had.t.o voto at the university, al.though you norrilal.l.y cast your ballot 
whore--yC".l_llve •. c They'd set up two -voting booths but·no one usod-thoril, \'Jhoovor used 

-the booth had· already' put. hlmscl£ . unde:i: · sus;Picion. I 'H'Cnt in,--- crossud -o££ ;aJ.l' tho 
ne.mos on tho list and thrciw- my seo.l.cd boJ.lot into the box. After tho Cl.cct1on, the 

·university adrr.lnistrati.on asked my profosBors far oval.uationS of me~ 'l"'ha.t was -e 
Warnin!J"Bi@ll.al.o 

~ .In_Jona, ,as __ 1n .. othor citios nt_tba~ time, a_ sort of scene had deyoJ.opod--a..., 
expross1.on which I :rao.lly don't -11.1ta, bccausu :1t is, "!;)orrowod 'stra1Cht frci:t tho 
Uost. Thora 'wore pooplo whO no l.ongor wanted ·to play tba game. Saine wanted ·to 
drop out, cthors (liku mo) WLmtod tc "intocx-ato"- thomscl.vcs and shako up tho 
system' a rigor -mortis- frol:l within. . . 

Ci.rc1os_ of friends i'armu~. o:rtcn :not .oven·- pollti.cal.J.y motivated, .i.n 'h-hich_ 
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a~i'emp-ts_ werO ma.de -to rrork ··Out· _a1tCrnat1ves •. Peopl.o met in ap<>....rtmontS,- held pri
vate_ al:-t_ G#Ubits ·Bnd:_fost1:Va.1s. --· Sooahow, -it· was all. quito .interrolatod~ ,_, Si.by-lla 
Havoffia:nn, Robort· HavCJilEinn's da.ugi''itor; -studied· Ul Jona; .Jlol:f _Biermann and-.the_· ~ 
Bettina' Uegner·.-wOm often there __ ·• • • _*: __ The lyric eirc:io around Lutz Ra-theitoW:_~(). 
JUrgon FUchs, a f'riend of Bier::mrirr and :Havemann, ·was oopOciaJ.ly. actiyB., -,on ·aCcOulit-

.·:-of._·their-polltical. Stand~ and t~ir-:priyate 1:-oa.d..ings, f'Ol: which of'ten 30_.cx:·40 
peopla· woul.d.-meet .. in: an.ii.P3.rf1:1Gnt, thCY _h.ad._to:_·l~av-a_ tho' .uni.ver_sity; __ ' riatuial.J.y· 
that''.l:ul:n~d. 'us, all :UP· ,..Theri · i.U' 19_76_:-_c&ici''tb:i · bus1.n'7ss. tlith·_Bierm2.iui.:-.~i-hen.~t..'1ey 

·_took·.awa.y.his __ cit~zen:Shi:P. _,For~ I:Jimy:·O£:·uS -he~~ was 8.. sy.lt\)ol.i_c-·:fi.gu_~_.; ·an :1do1•_;_ -~To~ 
prote_st.ed •. ·.; · Yhereupon sevc_n. · oi- eight. ybung::pooplc 1 . aJ.l . tnembers ·_- o£ -a .,ery. -~i vc 

· :re'cid.ulg · cil:-cl.e •. :wcro BiToSt"ed:l:ind::tOgethor:'-w.tth FuChS .trore ~dePOrted ··:.tn·, siuUmor,-_··; -
1976--H:ithout a t:i:ia1. · · · '· ·· · · ' .· · : ·' ::.' ' · ·· · '· ' . : ,· . · · . 

And it.-tm.S: hore_ tha-t _the_:Paz-ty-_cmadc._a_.docisive e:rior_s.f·_CJ: it'-wd:l'-'theit tha-t_. tho 
Jcna.-W.~Borll.n .. connection ori.p.na:~Cd 1 _ which _would ~atcz:-. ha"P ·such great -'imp~ri.ncc 
for· tho peace movement_. _.With thoSe_ expatriations the pB.rty'itool.f.'croatcd tho---
publicity, withc;mt wh1cli.the __ a1tcrnativo. pca.co.- movement in'Jcna _wou1d never have 
boon ab1~ to s~~~- as- tdde1y 'as it did~_· - . - ' 

The doportS:i-ibns· had· Other rionseQ.l.lencos, _too~ For ·~nany "who d!.dn ~t ·fit. in in 
·Jena. _thoy n-erc a. dopro3eilig.oxpcr1once •. Two factionS f'ormod·. ·Some saidi."Wha.t. am 
I doing here?- I•r:1 getting out'-too," and thCy ·£i1od-·for 'eridf,Xatiori. And thoil there.· 
wore. the _notorious. stay-at-homes, who thoueht: "NCiw got serious." · 

My_ own _opW~ was _t~t you have t~ chango.-th:l.nes.-·rie;ht there, whe:ro you liVe. 
When sorr.etlrl.ng _rubs. me thO wrcng -way,- -I've a1-ways ·_had· trouble .-lteepUlg ·_ my_,mouth 
shut. ·Hence. 1,11-1976 I l:.ook a stMd,q;i tho_expatrlat-ion in·a·l.l!dvorsity--eeminar.-.
Som.e of.:my,i"ellow studcnts:wariled InCI.''B1ermann is·iaboofl Cool. :it,--tbejr'll do:a 
number _on youi" · _Yeah,---suio--and mcanwhil.c;>ono_.oi' thsm. h8.d :taltcn,-.down socrctl.y 1n 
shcrtha..."l.d ·that _I publicly solldnrizod ·with Bicrrnan..'l. -.'-· • - · 

:"~-- ,They t;ot a.i-cim':l. to my eXpulSion in January·; 1977~- I had_c0nnoct1ons' rtth'~the 
Jena_7 linderwarld,~'--tha.t .11as tho e,rowids they cave; th6 F!JJ [!<Tee· Gcl:-man Youth, t!'te 
:ru.Garman:stat~_--youth oreaniZation--Tr.] formally_ requOstcd that my riame be taken
off· tho_ student __ t:oll. Uy oom1na.r Colleaeuas were rcQ.uirod to· vat on this: 13 were 
f'or· Jdckiils me out, one agriinst. Later I f'ound out· that,thc university adm.irlistra
tion had talked to all or thorn in advancu ;. one b'.f one. ThiS 1-m.S the line 1- "Don •t 
ya.J. know what the t1estorn newspapers aro goinc; to say?- 'Jcna stuc!ent.expolled 
whil.C clil.ssmn.tes· protest!' Surely you don •t want them to b6 able to- slander us 
J.ike· t~t?" ' . . ~ . - . . . -

Then :r eot a_. copy. of' tho univorsity ~iscipllnary cOdo and. determined ·that my 
oxpul.sion }mS ~ccnJ.. Namely, there ·lias supposed to have bc'en a discipl.ina:ry 
hoa:rlitGI and s.inco. thCy hadn •t bothered hol.dine one,· I l.oont· on cruisinG' around tho 
U.""Iiver:Jity_as thou&."h_ nothins had cl"-.an(!:Od.- That Was a·_now One on thom 1 they'd 
nlroa.dy expol.le~ hundreds of stUdents in- this simpl.o· way wi th6ut · anyth1n5 ·over 
ha.pponins. So I_ i'i..'"lal.l.y __ eot· my hearing; thon--M orde:t-:cy, blroaucratic· out-tho
door. Tho chairman of tho disciplinary commit teO told ·!!lo in -pa.rt:ing that whon I'd 
~~vod rn:Ysolf' ~production,.! cou1d think about applying f'ar roadinission. 

At thn.t tiL'l~. BottL"'l!: n. job wns no probl.or.t. I figuroq th:l.t I'd do bost -ris a 
t.raitspq:rt warkcr1 you don't nood honvy qualii'ications _f'or ·that, yoU eat around o. 
l.ot nnd nako a lot too. A."'ld it turned out wol.l., I r;ot a job at Zeiss in a section 
that l-.s.u)_.cd heavy ma.qhincr,y nr~wld. • • 

* Robert Ho.\"Ct:lann, sontoncod to dcn.th by tho Third Reich in _1943, survived tho war 
to boeomo n;pror.tinont sciontiot :md _::>pokospore:on _of tho_ re.Gorman opposition, self'
descrl.bOd "'critical. oomm.un1st11 a.nd advocate of 11 soc1nl.ist domocra.oy•r Stripped .of 

. ~co.donic position, di-od.onrl.y thio year undor houso arrest.- ~lol.:r ·Biorrnann is 
equally Populnr (and unpopu~) in both Gorm~ios-na- a.politicnl-h~ladCor; -

f'orbidclon to record, porf'orm or publ.ish in tho CJ::R, ho liDO stripped of E .Corman 
citizonsldl,l in 1976 while <m l\ conco.rt tour in tho Woot. '701'1'1 
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-_.Starting ill the oerJ.Y '70s, a l.ot·of·-studGnts,bo~ coning .. _int·o JCna.£rcm._out:-
side·.o It'1."'eally-enllvcnod the youth scones thcy~d run-into cur ___ -~OUPS; ·~d -~:::were 
gott'ing· a stEia.dy streil.rn. of new idoo.s from thorn •. _Many bad. {dvcn_ :Up tcy1rig- t_o_ c?P9'_ 
with'-tha ·structure o£_. biff pl.auts J.ika Zeiss .or ... Jcna.pf>.arm.·iind: WCic _l.oold.nt{f"a~:.<·· -~.--' 
al.ternativo _.l:i£osty1cs. Wo thouc;ht ·.of: oursol.vcs a:s -a. .sccioty_ 111. ,sol.i~_ty; ___ f!a.ne: ·. 
~ us _be~ UY:tn,3-:Commu.na.ll.y to~, a _thing-that ha<t~r.ean Very ·rare __ .in thfi' GIR:' :·· ;· 
Wo- kept 1n ~touch- wi.th.:each other--:f'ar __ example 1 - _by·-Ji.etiting· most -niO:rnings ___ a.t::9 fcrr 
~akf'ast 'in _tho. Uni.;..~rsity· ca:fetor;a.. · · 

, A:r:ouild tiu.S .. t:Unc: ~ be~:;an t.~ "'put· tOge.thcr art·p~:f'o~6~- o;;t-.iCh.c/&~id~,~-~~-~~d ""> 

around as_ mini-showings of _art:1.sts rrho woren'_t a12oued to exhibit_ publj.cl.y. ·At_·' 
first we _wanted to ca.l.l. the portfo1i.Os- "'Jena · Imp:rossi.ons,:"' but. many· t-hought tr.a.t 
NOUJ.d-di:aw too much heri.t. Artisto,tend :to be a littlC~norvOU:s.- :from wha.~'-.I'vo_., 

· .• seen. 

So then -;.-c· al.so bcg8n to llla.ke pOstcards with picturOs DJ'ld captions _th<.it. had 
doubl.o ·meanings .• * Wo sent' these: all over the ie:public, all.: quite .. off'ici.al. _through 
tho-mail.s '4-th. a. stamp en -the_ba.ck. I>Iany--wont -'to_·PJ:Omincnt·peracna.l.itiea,··r-or. <' 
examp1a. Hermann Kant o:f the VTri.tors' Union. Croups in' other- cities wore· mailing
out cards __ lilre .these too, it turned into a ::i:eal. minor art form~ t1ost ~:re dons_ 
w.ith ~_mple material.s arld in llll'.i:tod· numbers. But it lP-.S_ an import.ant_·med:1um _; · 

· because W cou1dn 't paste up posters or ret out n neuslctter. We were showing.: 
~i?Jno'!-!llnS:: that _rre wore thcro • whether anyone saw '!.ls or not. 

'l'hO C~c1C of f'riunds 1.n which I Has act1.ve was, J.1ko maDy others, ~valVed. in 
the discussion al :peace. We fol.t ourse~ves threatened, not by _milltaris~_ and ·war 
al.cine;-_~ut b-.f. tha st-:tto•s v:l.o1.once and abuse of Power • • • · · ·· 

. Up till" t:non w· h~ looked for co11octiW ,a.ctivitic_s- chlo£:l.y -en.- tWo _ic.ye~l 
wo met· oit.hcr -in 'apa:ct.l'lGn·ts, _in small circles, or -in. f'c;lstivaJ.s,- outings; ~·or read
irigs 1n·-wt-~ch up to 100. people often participated. Many thinss also ·went ~:under. 
t~ :P!Otecti.on of tho·· chuxch • • . • -

But for us in Jcna~ rol.o.ti.ona with the _church creariizations. were .t1ckl.1sh .to 
-·say tho least. Of'ficic.lly, there rr.J.S-_publ.ic youth activity which_ was_ open to 'any.:.. 
ono wl.th:l.n the framawork of tho Youth Cone,xceati.on (JG), I alway.s roeardcd tho JG 
nn .. a kind of' forum where one could cxchant;e ideas a."ld exporlonccs. 

The Ca.t~h- waS tb:l.t. tho suporlntondont- rospcnsi.blo f'or all the· congroe.,.ations 
in Jcna controlled tho planning o:f such "JG Evcnin~." .Ho alwnys wanted to knoW in 
adVilllCO what. Was goin.z to bo d1scusscd. · · In practice:, you had to ~ot him consorc 
tho :prooontat1ons.- Evon a :rollei.ous ·coromcmorn.t1.on of' t.ho 37th e.nniw:rsnry of 
~ona•s bombing was rojOctod out· of hand. 

I mysel.f' novor atcod too closo to tho church, I only went to tho "workshops" 1 

that is, progr:lJ!ls With s1ns-al.ont;s, art exhibits and discussions, often thorO_'d be 
photos and 'pooms hun{! on the walls. Yos. m1d in Jena tho youth_ pastOr wculd put 
in an appoc..rnnCo now and ,then, dollcatoly tatch his £1n,gor to this 'POOm Or tho 
other nnd sayr "Thnt hn.s to coml! down. 11 

• 

Thll church 'leadership waS a:fru.id ell Ccni~llCtG. 11 UO 0....-o ·not. il. lO".JdGpo~.kcr, 1~ 
thay &cdd. 11 'WO won't lot ourso1vu:l bo usotl aa n -plo.tfor:n far political purposes." 

~ Th..<t.t 1a uhy mn..'"'tY turno.d thc.ix 'OO.cka on tlio. JC a.nd ClU:IO togo thor outaido tho church. 
Inn ~irelo of' pooplo conco1.-ncd wi.th tho problema of military sorvico. for ?_~plo. 

It w:J.S :from thia s:roup tho.t tho ideo. CMIO for th\l first. minuto of silence o:1 
l'lOvoli!.bor 14, 1982.' t.t tho tirilc 'I wno. s:!..ttin~- in je.i1, ao ! -~ly know what . . 

C'.no af tho postcarda wan a photo(-,r~ph a£ John, mudO-up on n Hitlor/Stnlift 
parlaquin. For prOillonndins tho s~ots of _Jon:~.- in thio ntt.iro on Mo.y fuy, ·1982, 

an.d __ i'or ~lying o. _ Pol.i_ ah _ f'lng £rom his _bicyclo, Juhn _was hold-. eix monthe in ~-1nvoat-
... 1ao.t:1.w· n.rroot· ·on cht'.r@l_B of' '_'public -dioroa,poct 'f'or tho stnto order." _ _7 9 0 8 
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:rulppefled_-~o:a heaz.:~y. _That evening around '5 prn. about ?0 young people_ gatherod 
on the_._._central. pln.zo. _1.n 'Jenn., ti-.o ."Plaza- of. tho Cost.lono.uts'-' n.s-it is_ now caJ.l.ed. 
ihS:y _jUst·· stood there_ -in o. _ci.lont ·c1rc1o·facing outward, w:Lih sisns_~bca:ri.'"lg, t_l_'le.· · 
word '':Pca.CO.u _'It ·wn.s a· sim:plo_ 1nvitat1.on'to thourht, blt_.this waS-n.l.roa.dy- __ oD..}tho 
bOrde_rllri_~ _vf'.wiu>.t_ the StS.te:pOH-or.wcul.d·_tolorate. -·-~ · · · · · ·· 

:-- :.·~_: ___ -g~~---_thore··:we~. C~v.;;::~ti~s-~ih.~~~r~-bY·.·-:af.tJ.e_-_discm~siOn _€ZouP_~·;. -_-_':_.;_ 
·,formed.: The pollee. tmd·th<> Skeii.[Stato. Securlty Scr.iice;. tit<> E .Gerililn ·po1it'fcaJ. 

. __ -. .Pollc~--'l'r.J .. had .no. idea what- was seine on beCauso··_ewr:f_thing _l.-Rs · or€:8idzed 1.nunad-
- icl:f:-~l.y ~f'~pM.d·.- - . ' -

; -::All· :imp~"'J.t od.n.tc :ror. U~: .it.·. l::lS .. the JonS.~ r-D.ce ,mowmeht.·~ f"irflt:' p...tbll.'C .. ~.-
a:ppeara.z,co_·outsido the church.-- · . · -· ... · ·. -~-- · , ·· . .'--· 

·-·. __ \ _At the· second lninuto o£ si.J.oncc on Ibcon.bcr 24-~once a..e2-in. I-. was uriabiO to .. 
:parti.ci:~te--thine;fL didn't -c:o_ quitS as S!il()Othl.y. 'l'ha .:pollee e;:ot wind of-· our pl..'\...,_& 
:tn.- ad!.ranco, they_ seized. a. i"aw, of. us· in. ]JreVOriti:vo _ari:cst. P.undrcds of· pollee 
seaJ..Od off". the city -:that. hoJ.i.da.y- OVCninG-~ no one_ f"ronf outside CO'.lld gC t in • Soril6 
nho·. 1i vod in-. tho·. inner city f'~allY succeadod. in -.t."ettinc ·-t.~ the central. plAza. 
-There, ·-they were _rouehed up· bv-_~ Plainclothes_ Stasi _ _ag-ont_s· • >.- • 'l'hcy 'd b1ocked _aJ.l 
the -h1ihwa.ys-.Ulto Jona tOo, ~cO.uOO thCy OOlleiWd· it liouJ.d esCalate :into somethint;. 
roa.JJ.y big. · · · · · . . . 

\'li.th thGi.i- nood10-SS' shOW of' farce, thO ·authori.ti.os had. _·once a£a.1n .t-akcn,carc 
of the 'o.gita.tion f"or us and o.t tho samo timo welded tho Jcna. pea.co caumunity_ evon 

.more-. c~osaly togothor. _Tho narc massive tho proSSU..""C f7CW £ro;ll state S9curity, 
--.w~o _Snif'fCd out,tre_ri.son_bchind OVOl.'Y n.cti.cn 1 the moro t1t:ht1y th~ stil~ iso~tcd 
':poa.co·- c~cles 'wou1d draw to[!Ptho~. ' 

, . , Tho cb~Jrch ·.in ThUring:tu. .did Just_ , thO~ opposi to~ , il~:Y, be,:~ -to· ktit?:p -their 
· dist.oi:tca:~>. This beean whon theY publlc1y · disassocia.tod thomso1vos frotl tho Illinutc 

. , __ of_ Si1en6ri on_ Chr:ictma.s · ovo. A ticws roloc.so ':f'rorn tho church's press office _ 
- -iri-rorrncid'llOstCin corrospOndolits that tho--church -hnd, n_otlrlnr~ ._t.o_ do rlth :tho .action 

of Ibccmber 24, and thai. in;fornation from ox-Jonan·Omit;rQOS in W.Borlln should._bo 
-takeil'wi.th--a. exain- ar_ salt. 'l'hia didn't Oxat;:tly bring. us closor to tho pastors. 

- ::,·Atid--th~f{thOro uas this youth· workcr·.in_ tho Ycuth Cilnta:esa.tion who. turned out 
to 00 a Stasi Spy_~.: 'Ho · rm.s· o.bout_· 29, just· r:ry- o;co • and wo.s :runnin[': atro.it'ht- to .. :tho 
State __ Securl.ty p.Joplo-'wi.th whn.toVar wo.s pL."UUlod 1n _tho JG. Soneone onco said1 ;'If 
you· want somothin~~ o~ad around,_ ~o to the JG and tn.1k about it thsro • 11 .Althcush 
tho chur'ch Imow about it, thoy did. nothing. 'I'horo -wern- scno. who_ didn't..-a.ppreciato 

. thl.s;-. '.:.'hori whon a "t-out a· dozon: oopccit"...l.ly- activo pooplo in· Jonn.· wrJro arrested in 
.Ja.nunry· '83, rolfl.tiona with the _church grow oven wor:1o. Evorywhoro in the country, 
from Borlin-:Bra.!'ldcnbure: to_ Hockl.onbura, _tho- inprisonod Jon.nns were me11ti_onod in· 
chUrch sorvicos to ahow tha.t. they di.cl."'l't stnnd o.J.ono--ovorywho:ro :ru.t 1n Thur1n[!ia, 
oVo:rywhcro but Jona.l th..·l:t wns _th~J mo.ca.bro po.rt. It was duo:, above all, to aolld
ari ty_ within tho _pence rn.ovo~Cnt tho.t n.lrr\ost o.ll or thom mll."'' hast-i.l.y rolcnsod in 
!i'obnm.ry. llCmbora oi' the il.Co:rmo.n l&:rocns l11to Gort Bastian o.nd Petra Kal~y 
:!.ntcrcodcd :f'cr us, tho U.Burlin A1tornri.ti.vo L1.sto appun.J.od·d1:rcct1y to st.nto and 
~ty chief' Honockor. · 

At tho- b6c1nninp- of i1o.rch, wo----t.hoJ roloo.sod priflonora nnd othorz:s--ruo.do nn 
attempt t_o _c_"llt cur 'buolncoa stro.i;.:ht with tho church. li'or a. long· t1Jno lro·- rod 
pl:ulnod a mCt_ot.1ng wit~ ·_Uorno:..··Wich, _b1shvp of the £-:::J..'1t"Cl1c!'.l La.!tht'_l~n Church 1n 
'l'huri~nt on I-In.rch 1 it cru,o off. \lo op::~nly told him thnt wo felt in noud of 
prot-ection, o.nd wo nskod tho church to r-1-w uc tho pounib1l1ty of cont1nuln.;, wr 
work. ·rho· bishop tur11od us down 'fln-t. Evon the oxpro:-;sion -"puncc c1rclo" ..ro.e 
nno.tl".oma. to hlm, no we used it. 0£ couroo ono could bo activo ln tho church, ho 
tca.d ue, bxt. _onl.y_ in .tho i"or-w 'Hhich t.ho church it.c~l:f' proscribed. t:oroovor, non-
C~atiMs could _novor play a. lond1nt: role.--. • • .. , · 

S6 than· in Horch wo docidocl to join moro olo::soly tor,othOr in oolt~...:dofonso r 
o.nd to mo.ko tlmt clonr to t.ho outaido uo namod ooroolvca tho Jon."\ Punco Coi1U"'U.'lity. 

, "JGf\9. 
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Th:t_t t.~S ,the first tir.ta in tho (ffi tho.t t'. gX'CIU.p of' people camo tog2ther and sa.1.d 
hcra_,w_ ari; t_hls is what llO wa...."tt, and stopped into tho :Pltblic.:tir.io~lf'.ht ••. • To 
define our' standpoint 1-t"U !h-ew up a. paper outlining .ou.r concepta~ -:,Tho_ al.ogau. mLSJ 

-for·~~ -peace is no :rar-off •" dist!lJ.lt.- croaJ., but' somtJthi.ri~_imHcctinto,_ vit..n.l., :-here arid_ 

·: ~Te ·pianned. ·cto:·nBxt -~bl1C' :lppoarci.nCo for I·iro;~h -·ra-~ wo_ a:Pill~ti 'Q.ui'tC ofi'l.c
ia.J.J..Y.''tO thC city:·council. and i;.h.e_ polico-1.!o1ng .t!le_ .·_n..~.!rao ''Jena ·Pe·ace Cor.unur.i.ty""f~. 
the :f'ixat t:irne--to hold a -p..tbllc minuto oi' sil.orico._on tho 38th- 3.n111.\tel:siry.-of'_ _ . 
Jona.~s bombinc:~ -. Tho· rof'usa.l. :cane tho ·nOxt.- day. 'rho croundaa _3. public mcr.i6rio.J. ;ra.s 
already:, schedu2ed f'or ___ the '18th~. '"that •s firlG ·with ·us'i11 ·Wn·· Mid~- 11wn'll-ho1d-- ours 
on. the 19th_ then." 'Tha.t ®:te _was_ al.so t?Jron:.tr.ey. -ltifckly rop_uod' ~anotha.i: caiunem.:' 
·orat~on was -planned 1n the_ -~u~ .city on that dn.y ~oo.-·: · -

We iti·giil:d.<id thiS- as- a sUbtcJ;f'ugo. But ·to·_koep -up. a:P~ar.:mco_a, · .Wi:t.hl.ri-_thrCc 
days they had -conju:r-ad up a wall -with a now ;aomarla1 tab1ct in_ the ,mari~et:pl.ace. 
very 1nconvPn1ent1y, set between tho newspaper _stand e.nd tho boci · ga.rdcn. • • _-. It 
was_.~ a.t this monument, -we wc:r:C. infopned., -- thn.t a::- Wres.th-1aying wafi: pl.anned :for. the 
19th.· 'l'hEly hop8d; tha.t. would cool. uS_ out'; ~ut -..ro dc~1ded to take pcu.--t- .in tho 
of:fici.a.l. ceremonies on· tho 18th -. ~ • 

wo:·-~tlirtod :fr0m:-'Johannis Gate-and marched tho 400:-maters to-_thc ~kat j>:ta~ 
dow Johi.umis '"Street-,- Hhich is-a !)Cdcstria.""l mall with· I!lany: shopsr _. pc1sserS-by 
spo!ita.neo'.lS!.Y .. joined .the .30. members Of Our poaca group.. About ten .thousand :poopl.o 

- l.-oro. ;.;athorcd 1ri the_ inn:rkot pla.OO ,- an one them _Iri.any 1.nvo1untary p!Xt1.cipa.nts i'rOfil 
·tho·_schOol:i· and f'actoiios~ A wall- of maxsbP.J.s formed around O..lr, si:'cup -t;.o:kcep us 
se:Pa.--a.tt:d from the others·. I hea.rd ono~ of' ·.the spcctiltors wh:ispora_ ·1':r.i"- only. riothing 

. 1--..a.p}?cris • ~~ '_ .... Others said "Ch-oh!··Thcse· are the ones-that. were in.~son."· Yes-
... o.lld _then tho·· h2.ssJ.c· stirtCd.. They siartod shoving usw acti.l:l(s_.. out uthe _ nrath of the 

·J:co]?l.o'':..-a.u.. Stasi peOple and 6thGr state fu.""lcti.onaxios, a lot -of' teachers liC:t'C. , · 

with "them too, It was a. realJ.y nasty si.tuati.cn because' we'd 'b%-cu~.ht OUr chi.ldran 
along, :·and only a f'ow-.-J?l;l_opl.e tried to holp __ by stnncli_ng betwoo~ us and tho others. 
'Th.oy brutally tore _down OUJ:' si[',lls and.rippod_them_up;· we h.1.d to_l.eava .on tho run. 

Tho·-:next-·day, .i1n.rch·-.19, wo left. tho chlldxen-~t h~e. Wo'd put toeather a 
wrca:th w:l.th -~·sowed memorial. ribbon tlm.t said "Jona. Poacc-.Community" ao·1d "Swords 
Into· Plcrwsli:irOs." l-l!.th a· doler<ition of' ton or twl.ve--wo ·marched at tho end of the 
·afficia.l' proceSsion to--tho w.:oa.th-l<l.ying· at tho now -_monument.· SUddenly_. about_ 50 
-mon bullod up to' us f'i-on all sides-. We'd hardl.y sot. our,urco.th down whon one of 
them jW!lpad out and twist3d tho ribbon So no one ooul.c:l._road what it said. Thon I 
-.rent--up and turnoc1 i.t bt1.ck o.rou•·\d~ wo wont back- tuld-f'..h-th llko that a f'ow times 
unti1 tha ribbon taro. 

Actua.l.J..y wo only wa.ntod to stand -thoro :for u r.U.nute 1rl silence 1 but -'h'"O were 
i.•ninod1ate1y pushed alr.).y. So wo wai tod unti.l tho of'£1cia.l. particip.:t.nts had eono nnd 
than ec,thercd at the rnonwnont n.cn.in for rur rn:inuto. About 100 men :f'rom t.ho Stnsi, 
the pc.rty and the city counci.l. stayod with us thoro in tho pourinG r:lln becnuso 
thoy thouc:ht wo Hero up to BOilothin(l_.. It was ronll.y touching. Ono of" tt-.o 
officials took up his stand rirht next to uo 1 l'lurnbli.n:·· out o£ tho corner of his 
mouth1 "You jnilbird:;l, wo 1ll_buut yrur honclo r•.ood ••• u lnst.oc.d, llU ~;ot them to 
join us in a.n hour oi' si2onco. 

Tho inCident en tho 18th wn.n L'l:lcr ovqn ro_portcd by 'ti.Comnil TV nuwst who 
tried -to usa i.t inn. r.~udslinrinc; nttn.ck on tho U.Corma.n l~nstor r.tarch. 

At this tina we r.tn.doMnny trip& to oth9r cities llko Dorlln, Uroadon o.nd 
Ha.llc, pttrticipatod L"1 ox11i.'b1ticns n.nd rcndin-:'o in p:r.lvu.t.u o.part•ncnt:.J C" .. "ld sho:-wod 
doCUJilcntilry dinphws .on our nctlonG. 'rhosc contncto lroro inportnnt. for ou::: ml.l:tua.l 
undo:;:utandinga_- bocc.uoa sor,1o croups in _other citioa who for yc~ra ho.d boon jusL ns 
activo as us in the nltornativo pon.co work in their own oommunitios, within tho 
c~ur~h 00:. i_n priv~tc Circl.CG of fr1ond0· 1 nmr foJ.t. thomcetl'\"OS ~5t undor our eh..'ldOH 
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beca.ueo Jena had OOcome· ~ 1.dea.. On -one hand, 1'1'"0 'h'Cre admirod because we had had 
the COL.tra.ge to come out in, tho open. On the other hand.scma reproa.ch6d-its,-·thcy'' 
c1a.1m9d 'h"e were only showboati.ng. -·But Jena- ha.cl- nowr been the ge:rni1.naJ. ·eon of.·.:ui.o 

, peace Jilovamcrit. -We· -"had only foimd ·now .£orms to brJ.n('; our doma.ri~ __ baforo ·.tho ~J?U~Co 

: ;~na.ll.y e\~n State 8ecurity tried to· adapt to tho situat.i._on. Since Uw 1nc1.
donts ·'o.f 'the':lB"t:h and· 19· tboy had .not1.cabJ.y.hold_.themoo1vcs:_backa they wore txying 
_to work· ~t :a: :r:ew 'iact:1~,- to aPIJCar to ·e;o -a.J.ong-:)iith ua so "they could: briltg us 
under c·ontro1. · ·- · · · · · 

_·- -. ···At_.t~~ ,FCtltoCoSt rally o{·t.he_ ~e· .Cc~an YoUth-~' Jcna· on_ i-!a.Y,-',19 they OY"'n
alloned us ·-oomi-offici.al par:t:1Ci:PB.tion:. -· A·'slre.rra Of _Stasi ·:~ilts Cscorted ·Ua:~i'r_oni -. 
Jol".annis r-ate to -the central. plaza.._ "You have_ ·the- t'ifth ·spot in :tho :na:::::ch- co1UDUln 
theY.. told me, __ w werG __ supposed·· to ·position ourSolvCS sCmGW~ero way -back in the ·rear. 
"Of ~pur_se" ;;a said,- and thcn·wa_want:al1·tho way_up front, ri.ght'under.tho 

· sprea.kOl:s• pJ.ati"oim. · · - · 

We_ wo:ro ~o~d .. ovi:::l:.tl~ ioudsPoakerS"tand ait. li'D..r"ft.inctiOnD.ry :frcm 1the 'univer
si.ty bogan .to attack our_ nswards Into Plowshares" ·signs~ He 'Ha-S readin:g-a ·p:t-eparad 
text off a shuct of paper a· thCjr ha.d gotten .our numbor in '6.dvri..'"Jc0 ,'·they __ iJ3.iltud tO--
shcw us. up in publ.ic. "lf you want n. cli.scuosioni'.' tho sponJtej: ~ompousl;y"'cha.l.l.engcd 
us, ·rrstel_Lf'orwa-rd_." Ho didn't ha.vo to ask me tldco. Tney put the rr.im;ophone in my 
hand. ··;t ~'U.S--e.. _crazy sitUation: you-know they.can take". the m:icl:-ophone array_ at _a:n:y 
moment_, YOU haye- to say something i'ast--something pl.aca.ti.ve, but_.somothiiltf -~1'-.at :_wi.ll. 
make n.."l: ilnpres's1Cn too. • .- • I bollowcd across the- plaza I- "S-w-ords· 1rit6 p_J.ow-shares, 
thO ~e:r _oi'·'the day :for a.l.l paopJ.es--th.ia was tho deillStld 0:£-_Raill.o _McisC(lM'. ~}1ay~ 15, 
1982 ·at 21a00 hourSI" :·r uSed- aJJ.·.-thc official. s1oeans, o.g. "Wo support Erich_- :.
Hon'ockcr•s- propo-sal far renunciation of tho usa of force" •· .•.• but when I shouted 
~·we _will:: not O:Umr· a.nycino' to i'orbid uc to ·exprc'ss -cur _Own,i.deas on pe~acc:~-. :tl:lei, .. : 
grabbed ·-thE: microPhone away ·from.- me.- Tho limitS of' tho possible_:hrid bot3~ :rf?~hea, 
once ~ri~ ·· · -

,.l 

:In the maantime, _s_omo es:i)£:0ia11y gung-hO_FDJors had suJ:roUndod-our;.llttl.o 
grou:J;> and ll.t_tla signs 'h-i.th their 'eisarit:ic-binncrs so thJl-t wu were compJ.etely,. 
hidden froM sight~ As I climbed down £ram the-platform_ they_ tare up_my _picket sien 
a.nd-I caught ·a- ccii:Plo ·-of- sood ones-in tho face. Ny friends rushed .up, _it instantly 
turnod i.ltto a bra.al.·. Suddon1y a p.--dr of-·stasi people boe;a.n.fr.lnticall.Y siena.J.ing 
thorn to stop. "You're not· supposed to do thatl 11 I hoard thCm shoUt •. '"YoU ·e,uys
havo P.on9 ~nutS!" Th~ ~chemc apparently had btlen to J.ca.vo us al.ono ~ · · 

f.nd then _sOmethin@; totiUl.y noW- l-.a.pponod1 di.scussi'cn broko out aJ.l O":.ror tho· 
pl.aza,- many o£ the FDJcre sudden1y syr.tpathiz..::,d with us, wo sensed that SOilletldng 
had boon sot in motion. Wo f'oJ.t that we wrc thu victors. ; 
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Sugg2stcd l1!'!!endments for considcrntion ct Constitutional 
·convention of N&L committees, 1993 

Fi:-6nl .. E·J.cfen~ ~ . 
1····--:,rnen e~ch book is first mentioned .we should' put date of -
pub1ic:_atioil _-.in parenthesis. Or, in Suntl'narv ·sentence (see be- · 
lol~)- __ ~~-ti6ri the ."da_tes. 'f()r- eriCl{ ~itirig .-·-' 

.. '-·· .. . . 

-~.-- .. 9.~>;the. -~o~th<p~ge.·:of _Preambio~-- O£ter--tlie· -'sc_nt~nCe -t.,hi-ch 
rE!:n~s ~-~~~s. agairist •the._.-?Z::Ir_ty·_ to lee!d'.:con·cePt-,_·_· sue~ :int9grali
-~Y--.f?~_;._a_iil~~9tiC::"s;_=.!l-nd .. org·_ailize3-ti_On··.-r_ef1ects.:'._'tne·~ r·e.yol~tion<:!ry_ 
m~~ur_i.tY .. _.of ·.the. _a_g_~ __ and".its ~pa-ssiOn for·--a philOsOPhY. ·.of __ lib-· _ 

_.-,:.-~rat~on~:··thEt foi16\.,ing. paragraph· is··-su99-eritc3d -·_-;..- ·--=':- · -
·, · ·, ._ ·-- ~ ·- . · . ;'": ·-· !;' --:- ROS((·Luxem--

-- bUrg, Tf;men•S Lib9ration and M;,rx•s Pliilos'O'phy of .. Revolution 
h2!S-~§h.~wn .that::the integrality. of diC'lec_tics and_._org~_nization 
is ,groundeid in. workirlq out the fullness . .-of :n~rx• s· i_1.reVo1~tion..:. 
in-pe_rma_riCnce ..... This _view of~~.the;~.totality_ of_.'~tt~rX•S(worKs, 

. inc:luding_)iis .lust Wl;itings,_ the Ethnologic~l-·Ncit9book:s., dis
clos·od .n~w poitits :of_ departure for-· our age· on rev01uti~:mary 
org_a.~~*rition~ on_ M~n/T:Voman re1ations;---- on· ·revolUtions in .tech
nolog~c'?lly.underde,,eloped _lands.-- the Third i-lol7ld~ _ This 
p%-es~ntat_io_n of Ma_%-x • a. ••revolution-in-perni!inenCe_'~-- ·provides 
the V~n~age _point-_for engaging--thei geOerations :of re·.rolution
aries ufter ·_Ml:"ric -- Luxemburg and' Lenin- mOst esp~cial1y --
in _a critical InZlnner;. At the same .tirim.,'.to'day•s· inovement for 
fre9dom i-:- the -~~ro.inen • s: Liberation· r.,.ovement-,· the-. Bll!Ck_- DiMen-

.- ·~~_o:lr_- lObo~_~- and yOuth -~ are_ -se-en·. ·as.·· iinked tO l.ini?x' s '::'Phiioso--= 
phy'of liberation and as revolutionary·Re~Son striving for 
e ne'w hlltnC!ln begil-tning. :-' 

, , , L , • 

·Marxism and Freedom (1957)-, Philosophy:and ReVolution 
(1973) nnd Rose Luxemburg, ''7omen•s-·Libera1:ion and -r-~arx•s 
Philosophy of Revolution (1983) together with Ameripai) Civili
Zi'ltion on Tri31: Black .f'.'lasses ~s Vanguard (1973, 1983) __ ere 
the thecretical foundations of the Marxist-Humanist-organiza
tion, News and-Letters-Committees. (Now continUe '-iith.- 11 HOW
evar .they ~re not _a 'program' .... ") 

From Aridy: 
Rosn. Luxemburg, Horoen•s r.iberation and t-1<>rx's Philosophy o£ 
Revolution both dee~ans and expands the philosophic' found~
tions tqld. principles estnblished in the two earlier \-'IOrks 
bY illumill?ltin_g t:be -pr<Jcticl!l Clrgl1niz~tional guides in Mnrx's 
concep_t of 11 rev:olution in permanence, •• and· by opening entire
ly nOw· revol.utiOitazY third-world perspectives thnt- we·re dis
covered in the process of analyzing ~arx•a 1otest but hereto
fore ignored ,.,ork, his Ethnological Notebooks • 

. ~~rxism and Freadom, Phi tosophy ~nd novolution, and RoBo Lwc:em
burq, "loman'& Libcr1Jtion lind f.tarx•s Philosoohv of Revolution 
~re our thoor~tic~1 foundntions, However, they are not n 
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From !'eta!:_: 
('l,his p?.rngraph ~-~auld follo'.'l, the end of the first italicized 
sentence on p. 4 1 that ends "integrality also of-,Phi1os6phy 

·:-, . -and. org~nization.'JI_) ,, .. _... . -- -~ !~' ··:.,... ~~.:-.(. _ · 

·, · ·Just ·as · .. Philosophy and: RevOt~tiori· r;e-. .St~_te_~/~1!~~~:.-reVol.u":"' 
t:f.onary dialeqtic ~for our. age,: ao_--·haa · R6a~ ·z:uXenlbur9' ~· -~'1ornen • s 
Libe:ation and Jl.farx 1 S Philosophy. of Revolution. P-.C?_~ed .:=-he ... in-

·: separll}?ility .. of ::the ,phi1osophy of __ revolution _frOin _ _.re'V?lution;;.; 
~--.:~~-~·cy_~~~g~~;L_za .. tion!'··~ -Rosa Luxernburq;: ... ionlerif;i ·Libe~S"tion:. and ··:: .. 
· .. l1l1rx-• s Phi lOsophy,~of ;Revoluticn present_~.- t~_G_~ ~~-~~nta_~·- _from 
- __ 1-1erx!_~-- let st. decqd_e,_ (espec:ial1y. his Ethnoloqica1 Notebooks) 

which _tats us .. hear ·M£-rx.·think as ·he ·relates 'new·· subjects ·of 
- revol:t to new conceptS of liberation, thereby .f:oi-gi.'ng .net,; 

:.~.'¥~~. :-;:/Path~iays_ to re~.r.olub~?~~:;..< _N~ .. :t~~t:: a_lL .. ~f M~rx•:S. w.aj·(:lr:_work~ 
·~.:.i·.:· ·-··;have·,been p;t.iO"d."'f:iO'm ·_tha-a·rch-ivos~---~t the··same-time~_?s new .- · 

s~je~tS.-. Of revolt: :such· as.·,~-TomEln • 8 Llberati·on_~ a·. ri~W>i11i%-d 
-!:'lo%-ld_, --~nd .yo:uth --ant.i-:iiuclear.·.Struggleo· ·hav~ ·:'ai:;LSen.. it be-
. _co~es:,pos_sible·_ to .. fuse Marx• a·· ·Cr"iti-cal-p~~·cti,fal.~reVolution
.:_~ry :method with· ·reVOtutiona·ri oiq6lli-zohi£iOii· __ :itse·l£~ ·.· .. _AS <Jg~inst. 
, th.e -pop_t.,..Marx MP.!rXi-sts·.•...rho ·-kePt ·phi1.-c;ts~:J?.1:tY!(~.nd_ ·?r9api~_ation 
.in _se~rate. compartments-;- ·no~ Luxelnb\irg~'·Worr.e&,•·a· 'Lib~ration 
and 1-,arx_..! s- Philosophy .of. R(3votuti0n '--_cba __ 11eng~_s _Our, ~g~ -"to 

-··.tni:!~~ phi~osophy ~he- very ·ground- of,'·or9n;d .. Z~~ion·; · 
. -.-

...... ,, .(The text.-_would the~· coritfriiie.- as iS :·.-·the P~rop"osea: addition 
· 'J", ... ··to -_the seC:o~¢1-.Paraq:rapl). ·on p;::4- conta·ined ··in -the~ REs .ininutes 

of: July 44, ~19~3 :rea.de very_··u.rel:l, :-'c;na r· nave:· nO adai;~i:Ons ~:
for. that.}. ,-:Thera -·is. one -minor change:-r··,;t"O\ild sug9es:t ·at 
the' toP of p. 3 \oJbere t-Ie say 11N&L· sha"l{ be;· pUbt'ishe·a: once 
~ month". Since we publish. no~nce a month but .ten times 

.: -?. ye~l';'. -.I sugqes_t :we-•:say~-- itistead ', ~Sha 11 be ~ptiPli.shed 
.. at 1e~s.t ·to t-imes··~ -.Y~a_r.; ~ :-:-~~:·-~-: .. :.' -'- ·:· ·· · 

. ~ .. . 'I 

From. Jim: ' · 
:tn considoJ:ing ·Wht!t to-add: to·:the coristituti0n 1 ~he relation
ship. between organi~c:tion and. ··revolutiOn- iB- · cent:i:"al.; . Trying 
to recreate what M~rx expressed for the rel~tionahip between 
the individual and society h~s relev~nce for today when the 
world is full of revolution~ries whoso relationships· to the 
"~"'rlr=J o.re 'being '>~orked-_-out as_ rt'!Vo1utionary ·orclc:snizot;ion .. 
The. cOnCept in ·r.;arx iS~ · ' · •· -- · ·-

• '. • . 
11 J.Ty' uni vera;, 1; c~nsciousnesa iS. 9,nly 

the t:heoretic~t form of the l.iving form~ which is the-. i:eal 
-. Communl.!ll, social existenca·;jnasmuch as not-lc1daY,.S Uitiver.Snt 

consciousness is l'!n .abstraction from rea'l life .cind, as such, 
is host:i.le to it. Hence ntso the ~ctfvitv' 0£ my uriiversnl 
consciousness,. a_s such, is:my theorctiCn-1. · exiSte.nca ~s n 
social being." 

.: I .. 
791:-3 



Thus., in the fourth paragraph from -the end of "preamble.," add 
'!U.-·rr,I<:M to ·the beginn:i.ng., and coric?-urle the pnragraph ~!lith: 

'!'his tri 1.ogy of revolutlon l?romotes the. organization _of 
philosophy that ltself a_chieves the Clct of infusing Dction 
with .l'!arx • s conc~p~ .of revolution. in pc:rtmlnence. ~_ 

:X:n :i:he paragraph "preceding (th~t begins:-on :p. 3) after the 
sent'ence ending_ with "philoSophy ':"nd.· oi-gani~3tion" ,- add- the 
f01J.C?t.r~ng: -

It _Ts "in· the' 1980s, With a yietr~ --Of.· the ____ tOtaiity··a£ '!Jiarx~ s 

··----

life anrl •.;rork:,·. _that_ ~osn--LuxernbUrq.,- r·.romen's Liber<'1ti0ri-a-nd __ 
_ ~.-_ Marx's- Philosophy of Revolution brings together: th~. problema- : 

tic- of __ revolutionary transform~tion of i::-ec31ity-·•.,ith Narx*s , 
philosophy of revolution. rn Marx's. humanism revolutions 
truly find na·"' l;laths "":"::.. _ ne•"" forces as Reason', g-loba,l_ty t -l:n~ 
transce·n:·ding capitalism. Xt is the f~ct of ... •7omeil' s, Liberct.iOn 
that challenges reVolutions 'to ans~...r.ar u,.,rhat happens after"~ 
which al.so. has demonstrated ho• . .,_ deer> the. riecess~ry ,uprooting 
of capital.ism must be as -• .,ell otiS shown the. depth of M<i;ox's 

'humanism. '"l1!1e challenge ·to all. revolutions -- _he9inning with·. 
Z..'iarY.iats "'J.fter Jl:iarx -- is ·to· c<:ltch the 1iri.1..:. with ~arx's -I.farx
ism and to end the history of l:ncomple:~e ·revolutions and be
gin human history. 

- From Terry: 
..... The only contribution I feet I can nwke· a·t this point.- is 
still "first nega_tivity"., that is., r cnn saY ~-;hat I dOn•_t like 
about .the paragr<:oph in the t-tinutes ~f 7/24/BJ.: !·.That X felt 
~o~.-,s th<'!t someh~" our contrib~t ion '-'tas missing, our 35 yee!r 
development. ~e p~ragrcph tries to te11 everything hut it 
doesn't show it. Perh<='~ps that· is 'the wrOng .. thing to try to 
ret'lch for in the ·constitUtiOn .. Nhc:1t :X: found t</aS thut :r .liKe$ 
the ~~1ho "-'1e Are St~tement better because it- -sha.o~s the process: 
11 BY tracing and paralleling th:is ·age's 30-year movement from 
practice to _the'o":i-y hdth our o,_...m theOreticnl development ..... " 

The 
rest may seem like nit-picking .. :rn the first sentence, rather
than say "spelled out"-Qouldn't it be better to say "deepened" 
or "devel.oped"? 1\lso; :r '-lOndered why "·1LM bC"Js to go "along 
•.:ith" Rosa Luxemburg .. _. Is it baci'luse • ...,e were trying to say that 
what the "-n.r-1 raised on forms of organiz"'tion "nlong with" RL' s 
ideas on spontaneity .. hetpeCJ us" to •</ork out a cliff:eren~ con-· 
caption of orgon:i.zation? But is that raally to~hat is important 
to ainqle out .::..~ since '~7e ifo ha•Je to _singto out only one or, 
two things? ~-lhat I liked so ·much in the book is •o~hnt RO BBYs 
the '"'L1-' raised: l)ho·.-~ deop anr't total the ravoltltion has to 
be., nnd 2) the c'Jual nature of revolution. It is tr11e that ~·7LN 
leads directly to the- r--:tarx sect:.lon but instaacl o_£ s:oying it 
"helped us to t.;rork out" t..:oou,rtn•t it bHtruer to sny that the 
unfini.sheO- nature of those two points comJ_Jcls R qrounrling _in 
Nilrx? Yes, they helpert us •o~or1t it out, but that help came in 
the form of the movement being so unfinisl1cd :lnd undeveloped~ 


