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Today the‘Kurdn.h ‘movement,’ despite th ¥A hlock..de
ai‘ Kurdxsh sreas by, the Islamic- Republzcan Party (IRP}-

. govemment aof . Iran. is: by ‘no: . means “erushed.” :Nor has -

..any blockaddé: yer been able: to sever the clme bonds of

“‘the Kdards with other revelutionary torcesiof “lrahsWe

" have much  to-gain from o, siudy ‘of - those’ ‘ceaseless -
-struggles as we toa challenge the’ Khomeini regime in‘its .

. barbkarie a.tempts to transform the great Iranian; rcvolur :

tion, into. its- prcsent counter~remluhmmry staf'c

I FROM THE' BEGINN’IN(:
T S THe™ year. 1978 * witnessed - hstonc sust.-nned mas-:
o rnobxhzadons that led to the mcrlhrnw of the Shah and-

 the stranglehald of U.S, iriperialism on Iran, From that .

hegmning. Kurdish .revolutionaries were not-oniy active:

in Kurdistan, but’ were among the most militant revolu-’

° tionaries’ in' other. parts . of "the country, The . Kurdish
- areas. were: bursting .with revolutionary - activity during -
that decisive year, Numgrous. sit-iris: burst - forth in- -the
Kurd:sh cities in support.of pulihu\l prisuncrs who were:
" on hunger strike.;Jn Marivan z-sitin and hunger strike,
were staged.lo demand the rciease of four peasasts who~
_were imprisoned for refusing to move off- their land Ty
- the landlord -had ' denianded. The struggle’to be rccog-

" ‘nized-as’s’ peop!e continues to’ this day. -
The determined sirugglds of the brave and courage—
_' ous ' Kurds: for national.’ self-determination “has been’

nearly ceueless ever slnee their emorgence as a- ‘revelus
1

““ifonary” force in” the wake of” the successf i -asx.-m
- Revolution of 19171

:The Irznlan Re-..;ﬂntlcn hns been the latest fest’ both

or the Kurdish rebels and of the Iramise Lefi’s commils

_ment to self-determination. It I3 not necidentai that the
cnunlcr-revnlutlun in Iran teok soine of s first decisive

steps 1o ga2in full-power by placing Kurdish revoladon.- '

-artes in front of firing squads shortly afler ihe Shah was .
‘overthrown ' when - they refused (to how to Khomclnla
oppressive rule. . Kholnhali became the hanglng: jodge

“when " he - ordcred the exccullom of Kurdi:h revulu-

‘tlonaries. _ -

' And while some revoluuonaries did au!:darim with’
“ihe Kurds, including joining. them in their tervitory as
fighters aga!nst ‘the . ‘pasdaran - (Khomelni's: rellglou:
nigniers —-in- actuslity, thugs); nonetheless; much” of -
.the Left did not_see -that attack against the Kurds as a

_ measure of:-the developing counter-revolution and . thus

“failed decislvely to raise an:altecnative bamuer ‘of free. -

-dom, They failed to see self-deleranination of natlons as -

'one ‘of . the” cruclal palhwny: for lhe wholc l‘.'azwm
Ilevnlutlnn

. protest, -Despite . the anli-ommiunist agltatl

I THE HURDISH STRUGGLE UNDER :
'!‘HE IRANIAN REVOLUTION
: After the ; overthrew of. “the. Shah the peopic

£
~Kurdistan refused to allew’ the new rulers:ta dictate to.

‘them how' they. run their: lves™, .Less’ than two; monlhs

~-after the" over:nrow of the Shak,”and- ten’ ‘day§ - aIter the

‘lmuric March B,- 19‘4‘9 womcn 's demonstrauo

mshmarga (Kurdasb hghterb. "‘hose who givc up. thctr .
" lives ahead of cve'yane") n the. hurdish city.of Sanandaj -
. took over the lacal gendzrmerie. and get np,barricades to
- defend’ the: cxty against-the- army. The dty radio’ station
" was taken . over und people were: colled on"to Tise’ up
"against the'central aithorities,. Those authurlhes attacked:.
' the- ity with- heavy artlllr_ry, and :enly after” hundreds :

' were kilied did they taks' contrel:.

:'In late March the npeasants’in Turkeman Sahr .
had taken-over the land, were massacrpd by tho  peiss-
daran. Close 1o :100,000 paruclpaled m demonstrallnn ’
to mourn their deaths,

', In the spring of 1979, the Kurdu;h regions wulncssed

T un explasion of zommiities. formed by workers, peasants;:;

wumeu and- }outh “The women's commitices -beczme-the...
_ most actwe m thc struggle agamst th:u'neuuss holy
“aar ” o -

- The demonslrﬂlons were endless. I‘-‘irst, Y.
m-'mded ‘the release. of peasants from prison: Then thcy
“supporied. the newiv-formed . labor prion."Next they op-.-
posed - local lundlerds who wete' training the ‘pasdaran, -
Commitie.s were set up io assist the peasants on water '_
- projects, distribation . of - fomd to uze poor,: medlcal afd
tn the viliages,™. :

“In Sa-mnd»;. han the pasdaran attempted to. or- -

""an,zc a-“semmuaist Eilling day,” - the pishmarga- took'”

over their hesdquarters and threw, them out of the cily.

. \hen on_July 10, lhe pssderan staﬂ.ed to shoot “at the-

parlxc:panl.s in.a dcmonsha!mn, almca !.he “entize c:ly-
respanded by burning down ‘their. l'earquarters. When .
“the government sitempted to ﬂcod the Kurdish cities
T with® pasdaran from. non-Kurdlsh “Breas, 50,000 TKurds:
- frem all ‘over’ Kurdistan began a.march to Marivan in:
_ol.' local
" landlords, thousands-of’ peasant .men,- woren” and chil.;
"dren greeted, the mar-hcrs by’ hrlngmg them faod ‘and

-l

. chanting: “Long live, o.xr brothcrhood~ 101

—struggle in unitet" s y
0% July 20, 1949 the Khomcim govermment launched :
a’ full scale military attack against the. populnlions of
Paveh: and Sanandal, The' pishmarga fled to the moune.
tains, Just as the women -in Techeran kad becn the first -
- 1¢ take 1o the streets Boainst the Khomeint oppreasion, ™
50" the. Kurdish women were the ones  who took up-the -
sirugzie and urganized the mass mobillu::cn agalnst the.
army. : .
. As ona l\urdlsh womln put il' "it ‘bexm with_ nne

'noman whe wore = red rln:ss. and wllh s ple!.ure of ‘her,
murdered husbund wenl to the streets and called on-the-
people to'takeé to the streety and aot to sit home angd,

- mouin. This led to spontancous moss -demonstrations.’

“In the following days women were the anly demonsirn::
tors, They organized -against  Khalkhall, Thelr eciivitiea
finally brought the entire towh Yatln the sireels, and

~. the plshimarga were able to rcturn from the uwunnln:.” B

Foday, | ume of u:: Leﬂ L.ﬂugh tert_‘nlr oppcsuw S b Thets dresaly'a m- wr!a- avditatic In hcm:. Kur.:u."l
“Khomeinl's - murdercus - counter-revelulion, have. again - ";C":::;;f,":h: d;“‘"’;'h;"&""w‘; :hﬁzgzﬂr';';:":m‘; ﬁ:‘&"’;u‘:‘;’{n ;:: )
{ed te begin working sul the relation of welf.determin-. Ofd  Secisl Cluksce. and the nuomrm.w Havements ! lrew, -
“atiop of natlons and full socia) revelution, Thty heve, Tl . .

mxtead,  begon criticizlng the “backwardiess” of the
mazses, Including that of the Ruwrdish stmuztc. ax bemg
= czuse for the Fallure of the revolution. -
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* public-lackeys and’ loeal landlords were ‘arrested,.

..During ‘the .next . twa

_Sanandaj -began "feorganizing the ’entire administration

-".of the eily, ehallenging. many. forms. of - oppression;: The:
r_n;spd_lhe_‘.demandl_I_qr-;tl.};p_rqmuval%of,the pasdaian,

_“ On’ Oct, 20, the pasdaran once: 3gain’ began shodting

. people, this time. with the:backing of the’ army:and with’

- Phantomn’jets flying: Jow sver theseity, The next morning

. _ “months, the widespread, self: |
organized local -committess - oi- women: znd::students in".

[ the otiraged: peopla gathered at the city certer demand- |

~.Ingthatthe"pishmargs" take' over the. pasderan” head, .

auzrters. The pisiimarga refused A sit-in began demand:
ing the unconditional expulsion ol th. pisdaran, By: the
next day.the. entife ciiy was on generai, strike Workers:
frem:all the factories jeined ‘With the bakers union,ihe
.’seasonal ‘workers union,” local committecs, women's ‘GO
~mitiees:and-students. From'all over Kurdistan, inessages’
cf “solidarity-along .with'food ‘and otheér sid - flooded .the
- city;Messages of “solidarity . came from ‘peaténtstin no
~less-than’50 villapes. ‘Within ‘days-revolulionary ‘courts
were set up jn-the streets and.many of the lslamic Re-
“It"was only “after--the ' elmost  total ‘deStruction of

e lation, that the army was able:lo. retake the ¢ity

: Sanandaj, including: o Jarge-scale mnssacre of the popu. .

O SIXTY YEARS OF THE KURDISH .

" MOVEMENT -, -

' “The’ Kurds in"fact “have-becn the .testing ground " Gf-the. o -
far, revolutions in the region for'aver 60 years. Over aml; - -anti-imperiolism was_ any sortiof

- over :againsthey: have-been : the’ most. revolutionary of."
forces, but- sublecterdt o the ‘raost vitious of betrsyals::
ol ! elrsya
. 'known asfurkey rese p against the Eacopean imperiais
.-1sts,"who, having just ended the holesaust of. Werld War'
1, :were: busy carving "up. the' war booty. Through-lheir -
*” struggle, the  Kuids . extended - their, solidarity, with. the -

Russian Revolution and showed their refusal to limit the

~dernand . for national self-determination to the bourgevis
‘notion ef national equality; Thus."in 1923 when Mustafa“:
- Kemal '~ who-a' fexi- years: esrlicr. hig . erushed sthe

" “soviets thet “the Kurds had been ereating ‘throughout
- Northern: Kurdistun . undér _the impact.of -the Russian .
Revolution..—- proclaimed the. establishment of a “Turk-:"

ish State,” the Kurds at ence ook up army and ‘2’ general

“"" revolf. Even’today martal law is’ maintained In four of

the six Kurdish provinees of Turkey
2.8 At'the end of World War 11

Republic of Mahabad and the Axcrbaijan Republic were
declared, -indcpendent of Iran, Bul Stalin's Russia® was
- inlzrested in obtalning oil ‘econcessions, not: in solidariz.

. ing" with~the strugples:of the Kurds and Azcrbaijan

" forees. -

- Turks: nor did the U.S, have any intention of rellnguith-
.. ing “anything.. Morcéver, . the Jemands ralsed by - the

) ., Kurdish' leadership . for recognltion “zs a national entity

were so separale from any measures for revelutionizing
. soclal relations that in fess than a:year that_lcadership
“agreed to-return ‘to ‘& Iimited aulonomy .wilhin Ivan,-
Within'a few months of this pzreemeni-ihe. Kurdish
. Republie of Mahabad was’oceupied by Ivanfan armad

© In the

Ira'ql Revo_iut_i.on‘n'f 1038, the Hunls '\‘xcrc

[ when the Russian,
" [ army still oceupied. northern Jiun, while the Western.
- installed ‘Slich held power: in Teberan. —-the .Kurdish

11918, the: Kurdish peasants in ths region today. ©

_:revoit .broke out, Tt logk more.thau 2" decade and the .-
e skl - i

rhcst horrible. atrocities by the regime:to put: down th,
“a'force :deimanding a -deepening.-of - revoluiion:; Qassim
burn-of.a Kurdish: mother-and an Arab'father, had, upon.
oming "to  pewer,”, declared ; Iraq: baséd
Cuponithe asseclation ref ; Kurds: 2 Arpbe HE  bepn
“reforms such . us an.eight-hour-day,” reduced rents, lm..yr
.ring “food . prires -aiw;)égalizing -unions;; The ‘masses,;
specially - the - Kurds in Mesul ~and | Kirkul,™ moved *
eopen the revolution, Qassim ‘reésponded by calling upon
‘hisiarmryisod’ dhe: pative Communist:Parly: to put. down
any: Suth - mass ! movelnent.” Soch - Qassim © 160 was T over:
“thrown"by, the Basth Party: : )
“riiNelween' 1963 and 1875 five conflicts
“twéen’ the Iragl ~army and ; the "Kurds. *In <1975 a -pac
" between Irag “and-Iran: ended'Iran’s supplying’ of arms
1o the. Kurds,” This"in urn ‘led “to’ the breakdown 'of
_much " of ‘the” Kurdish movement “that i Mulla Mustafa
Bareza:i had set up, :Hundreds ' of 'thousands 'of 'Kurds’
T were dragged-inlo the Shah’s conceéntration camps. Many
“Kurds refused {o" turn ‘in, their armys and . {led back into
Irag. T -
 Today; following Iraq's-invasioh of Tran, Khomeéls
- hs c{lc'ns directed: his, fordes against. the Kurds,: rather
than .zgainst. the. Iraqt:invasion, But.as: great; 2” danger
1o “the’ revolution  is: the’discrientation - introduced by,
‘the “ideas” of the counter-révolution as i its’ se-calléd
3 : T for revolution”
. arles. ; o« RSt ¥ g i
““That counter-revolution. kit “out “against’.the:Kurds,

against: e women: who demandid their- liberation,and

" finally against the Leéft. youth who bégan lauiching -2t

“’tacks agalnst’ the -Istamic’ Republican’ Pacty. However,-
. much of the Left- has argued- that’the: revolution was. .
‘vdiveried™. by the S fael”that: women ;demandgd,‘th_cap 7z
“rights, and (hat-the Kurds “sc quickly” fought: for seif-"::
. determination. These sctions,’ they a_rgued,.'presgnteq an,
easy ‘target. forcounter-revolution ;1o - mobilize against, -
~Hut the truth’ is that a revolution is not an undifferenti

" .nted “whole marching towards an sbstract-goal™ :
5 Revolulion _3s" the " concrete,  individgal - passions -
‘ant ‘movement:of-n variety of forees - workers, pess--
-*.anis, natlonal minoritics, women and’youth —  towards
“a_new sechety. Unity .is necessary, but 1i:¢an only 'be
" achiéved if, a one nnd the same. tisne, each part of. th
. revoiatisnary mevement -fs ‘recognized ‘2s. onecf . th
pathways toward full ‘social. revolutior. Ornly then, ca
there be: unily—the ' movement from belt_rw.grom‘u!u_l-h_
"-a philosophy of revclution. Such &’ m_!‘il?*ol'_phl.mp_h!'
and revelution is Marx's Hunanlsmy
Cakapitataim communisi,
mterfere wilh its univessansm:of freed
man relstions. Any otlier unity on ‘the alleged ground
of “anii-lmperializm"™: which buries the cgnqup_lgtlopg
" within the revolution Is a false unity. RIS




-““"The - attack  against:, condrete- forces, who clem:\nd
thmr Ireedum has® accurred | befors:” trom’ within the:
revoluﬁonary‘ movement.t Revolutionary : Marxism - “has
- always had to ﬁgh! suzh a;tenden:y. Lenin in particular:
developed. ‘both before and after the Russian Revolution;:
*Ihearetieal ~and: practiesl iaspests- 6f5 a7 Makxdst: posmon
on: the self-determination’ of : gations~Ti: bocomes- neces-:

,_‘sar:r o look at: his. conl.ribuuan's in: this ::."ea. especm!’ :

. ior Lenin onein: whu:h ha had o hattie . tha. Bolshcv:k :

ledders. ‘untlf the Jast idors of his life;

Prior -to 1914 all Bolsheviks' agreed to seu‘-deler—..

iminatien of natlons® zi
-of WWL and - the- betr
urganimt!an. “the. Second;!ntzmauonal the: theorétical

pnnc:ple.“ ‘With the ‘outhreak -

“ground’on® whleh Lenin-‘was standing - also col'apscd I

_search.of ‘a new - revolutionary: perspectl\re he felt. com..

- ‘pelled to return’ te Marx's Marxisim and'ils roots in the
Hegelian dialactic2 . It .was. this- reorpenization-of his.
‘own’ lhought -thal: transformed - the, national- guestion
‘from-a general principle, to° l.he verv life of ‘the. revélu-. .
‘tion when the Irish: dared. to revell ngainst the Erillsh
m the midst’ of -the war,

- Lenin now saw. 2 new! urgen-‘y “in the lgm:sLiun ﬁf
sclr—dete-mlnuuon He “saw, tha natlossl, -strugrles Sas.
“ohe of .the' bacilli . which : !wm ‘the. Teal, power ag:lusl
‘mperialism to come’on the s2ezxe, nameiy, the, socialist -
prolotariat.”: Lepin, hit- out ngalnst his Tallow - ‘Bolskevik
- Bukharin, who had wriltén Jthe glogan nf ‘sclf-de!.ermin--
.ation’® I3 first of a1} ntopian “and heymbul ) g g slogan ¢
which : disseminates. illusinns." Lclrin"cal!mi this an: "
pesialist” ceonomizm™ tly.

: ,Aﬂcr 1917, Lehin, again_ had io:

.co-leaders who claimed that il;was no .lohger:

*to have the right of, _self-determination siice Russia was”

‘now a workers" state. Lenin replied “, [, we cannot deny.

itton sing]e one of the peopic l!vlng withln the hound—

-arles of the former Russian Empire. :
The truth:ls that revelution s no 'neehnmcal ques-

kion. but onc” involving living,” fighting - subjects’ of e,

“olution detcrmincd l.o nakc lhcmst.lves free. .

1 g,. Fer o study of | Lomin'y 'hu-toah!nl an-'auon and hiv ot~
Mude o the mrlonql quetion 326 LEITR bt.nnﬂ-r.‘-nvu: Maruism
and F and’ and Revalutian, ,.'fc olyg Movke

Lewin's. L-nia s Last !!n.r"Ie 3

- of the” established. Marxist’ -

7 tranian Revoh\tion,
~Iutmnnry,,intcrchang ) Mter‘a\l tae] Iranian »Revolu;:_un

" was one of t

- eratie?,

V GNCE . AGAIN THE ‘KURDS AN
RAI‘-!F:IN RE‘V(}I "’I‘IO}‘(‘;{; s :
m Urors
D tion o1 :hrnugh L Reir; cnuﬁnued TEVO::

e g.eatas o£ the dr.cad It threw o

ant. lmper}.clist,‘ rhetoric
. thes prt-cess To
pilal.sm this time inilts sutc (Rnssl n) =£ T

it its i private] ' {Western}iform
Today only A N, ravu!uuoni.—. 119

his proress.-ﬂﬂut this: unity not:alonea: quastion

Y : .
| ot eelivitysiwf tpoing to- -the -hilisdnd: fighling: alongside

ot Kurds,: though: that too s is - “necessarys Unless: the
Ii‘c‘i‘t IraSpPE- theo&eticaﬁy how: seltdetc:minatlnn{ntz
“trons is" ntegral;to  social revoluhon -ands nle:
Kurdish movement, in_turn,;sees:that. genuine-self-deters
mination can- only- “bew fully’ realized iwithin the: contextl
of & ‘sociafist: revolulion..then the - unity Wik only e
"taclica]" “und. not* a genume.soc:al -desply-Tooted \mﬂty.
! .Today the. Kurdish revelutionaries: eontﬁnu

: mmd A vislon fof. revolution ‘;;a: :voul;éﬁu fnr atae

" greedom , being worked sul What fs:n 7
irantan revoiilhnanes 'hn:d::h moluhonaries,_ Amer-
“ jean revolutivazries, — §8. worl_s out 2. ph!l,mphy {
_vevolution’that mmld help s =rﬂculaie I‘all,-.f Eoinanity's:
T quest for fr:-edum. '!‘!\en- are:n aho—:_ 2, notlien

stue-cnpitansm eslliny ltu!i Comuiunising certainly not:
.. frem western cap!mltm- nor feom the, re.lgkms reaciten
" of ‘Khomelni's. ¥slamic: epudlic, And a p!r.lllngg;slxrlean
_not be crested “out-of - ‘anointing” the !@lﬂn‘,c;mpuh!l
‘wiih ihe word’ "demmtlc," Religlon, even' if- “aemo-;
“cumeot: ke a, substituts for; a toisl; ruhllmhy of.
noctal revolution; vooted ia the’ mmmer.: feom’ ptr;e',;:‘ed

.- from below: I3 ls natithe: misses’who are 89! e

that they will” not grasp such' s ph!lmphy.-‘
and totnlly cexpresseds
* 1t 'is rather revoh.tiunary rtellectuals who' ;
Cward in; thinking:that ‘such i philosop‘l musl:xbe*i
- xaken’ in fevor of ~religious ‘trappings,: in-order: {or ithe
¢ - masses. to- - agaupt: it Such ground opens’ the wway~
counter-yevolution whether!in today's. immediste theo‘
- cratic state, of in 2 {uture state-capitalist one: Hcleansed”, !
of religlon,  but hnvmg a1t the. totalitarian: aspects of
today's ° theocrsiic” state, el!-uﬂerminauon vof “nationsy.
. remains 2 critical pathway:toward the’ Isanian’, Ilevulu
tion. freed from the strangiehold oi- iohomeini's Tegime
To return to the criginal goal of freedom of the Iranian e
‘Revolution: to derepen- the’ revolution,” it’must ‘be’ lreed:_--
hoth. from the native ruling elasg and the imperislisms
1.5, and Russizn, in the wings; Only in’ that way will'w
also light a'werld path j,o truly c'lass less soc!cty‘ "




