
. II. THE KURDISH STRUGGLE.UNDER 
THE IRANIAN. REVOLUTION · , · . · . , > 
• ~ftcr,. th~. overthrow c.{_· tlie: Shah, _the ,PeoPle· of 

-Kurd1stan _rerus~d _to allow . the: new_· rulers- !o dictate_ to 
·them hoW' th.ey_ .r:un tht!ir .lh•es:'_-Less·. than tWo:·months 
a~ter _the o•·erthrow or the Shah, ··and- hm ~days after the 
!uo;to~ic ~brch 8, -19?9 women's _ demonstrauc.n$_. in -.Tehe~·-· 
ran __ agamst Khomemi's order ·ta::·.wea.r •. thc_~"-Veil -_the 

_-J!ishmarga __ (Kuniisb _fh::hters.-."thos:e whO. give,:up,~thcir. 
h_ves 3:he_ad of cveryonc•·pn_ ihe.Kurdhh cHy,of Sana.ntia{ 
tot1k over Ji~':Jneal_gend:.rmerfc __ :l!"d ~_et{up,barric3.d£>s.to 
defend the_-c1ty ~cnlnst:.th.c:army~·The.(:lty:r:adio· Stauon : 
was take~ _,over t.nd ·people Were-cnlled:~iln ·to -rlse·'-up ··

_against the central. authorities; Tho:.e authOritieS'D.ttacket:i 
· tlte ·cit~ with heavy 'artillerY,'.- and '_onlr" :irter:bundrt!ds'' 

were k1Ued did thP.y take control:·-,-.;·'·:-:·-·.::, .. ,·._,;~'"'·-' 
'ln late._March ·the !)easants·in TUrk.!-man:s~hrat~tiO 

ha~ taken·oover the land; were m3Ss_acied -bY. tha·:~.s-~-
daran. Close to :toO,OOO 'p_artlc_!pated in ·a_·:deffioilstrstiOri 
to mourn thelr·dealhs. . ·.:~: . ·_ . __ -- ~ _ ., 

-' _In lht' spring of.I979, the Kurdish-rCg!Ons WltneS!!ed 
~n ~xplosion _of-~omrnittCeS:.formed by~WOrkers, peasants;·, 
wum~n a~_d )_outh. The·women's _co~mittees -becaine·the. 
most achve m the struggle against Khomeini's: !'holy 
war:• . . -
• The demonstri!tlons were cndle~ First, they de. 

ml;lnded tbe release cf peasanl'1 from pnson. 1ben they 
supported the newiy-rormed labor union: Next they OP"~· 
P_nsed l~a1 hibdJorCs who were trainlng<_t.'le ~ara."l.•. 
Committe~,...; \\"Cre ~~ 1:p _t.o &Hi3t the peaSants on_.Water _· 
proj~ts. <l:lstrlbutlon _ t:.o£ fOOd to lhe ·poor, ml!dh:al aid· · 

-h:lhe vUiqes."· .... _._ --·:· -·_ --···::··:-':-_ .. _:-:.·.,_.< · 
· ~In Sailand!!j,: 'Yb:n- the_ pa'sdaran -a_tiemPtcl ::,o_·_or: . 

:---an!~C _ a . "communist· 1ciUing. da:rt · thC .- plsbmarga took' · 
.o;e-r !;~o,eir.beadqua~r:r:nDd th~w .. them out. or t~e'c:ity • 

. ; !\__~e~, .. o_!'I~.JI:IJY.J~ •. ~1:1~ pudcran_ started _to 'shoot ·at the· 

P~rtidP3nts J i~ _ ,{ d~~~nst:~;-~~~~-~lrrik~:-i~ri _ e~i;;'~.: ·i;;~ 
. responded by burnmg _down the:~. hear:quartcrs; , When 
the g_overnmcmt 3ttemplt:d to nood thC'·Kurdisb·_·citicS: 
with pasdaran [rom . non-Kurdish ,-- i:i'cas, · 50,000 ~Kurds·; 

- !rem all o\-'er Kurdlstan ·began a march to_- Mariv_an'- ln: 
protest. -Despite the anti-cOmmunist ,agilatlol, of -locill: 
landlords, thousands:(',[_ peasant men, w_orhen· 8nd cldl~_; 
dren greeted. the mar~hcrs by bringing_. tliem'.[ood omd: 
chanting:. "l_..11ng live, ~ur brotherhood.· ,Long'·Jive.-our: 

·struggle- 1n unit,.·.·---' . ,_ -_- ·_ ,_- ··.: _ · .. ·, ._~. -~ 

0~ July 20, 1979 the Khomeini·go'vl!rni"Hent J&URCbb:l. 
a full scalr! military attack against tht"- popult.~tioru:--o( 
P~veh_-_and, San:mda,!. The· pishmarga_fied'to the moun· 
tams: .JUst as the women In Teheran_had ~t:'n .the· first 
to t:u~!!' In the !itreets agaln!lt the Khomeill-1 oppreasion · -, 
so the. Kurdish women wer"' the ones who took \IP -th~ 
st1-ugglc and organized the m:us mobilization agaln!;t the 
army. 

·---A~.!!I~.Ku_!d~5h woman_.'pui it: "U-bttan'.~IU.'.~ne: 
wuman who \"10~ -~~. r;;d •.trcu: ;.-;-i ;ltb- .-·pldure-(Jr·hn· 
murdend husbar.nd went to the ltreeta and t'all~d on',tbe 
people to·. titkf' to tt.e at.-.eeh1 and' aot-·to &it. home an'l.'!. 
mourn. This led to 5llOntaneout maa!l : dciJionstraUons. · 
lu the following day• women were the _only demonstnl~ 
tors. They organized Ag:~lr.l>': Khalkhall, -Their arilvltl~• 
finally b'-ought the entire towh lraUJ tbe- akftta. and 
tbto plshm.!!.tga were able ~~-.!rom th• mQUftlaln!-: .. 

I. 'There ore 'Q<\!y. a fnr ,...,~.~ o-rilil:=t:!c·l~ (:'l;hv.· ~ r..~i._., 
hlllory, Tho melt rM.,.I II P-1>1-e W1Uo•;ot I. C.Vaffyl iC01!111 C
i:wnlllt&ll edl~lld bv G.lrord Cho>IHVIId. Ste clw •lo""<' &utah.o"1 Til• 
Old Sed~t Cle•sc• •MI ""' lln•lwt'-"""" ...,,.., ..... ""'' Gf h•~· 

'7'''i'l \] ·~ ~. 

I 



. Durin_g-thei-ne:c:t-twO·znonths,·tlle w!des~i-cad scu--·-·---------_,,_. ·.- ··· -· .-.-- '· · -.·---· "·" 
organized ·local :commlttees-oC- womCn- and· stud ·ts 

1 
ffinst ho'irlbte.-ntrOcitles':bY 'ih2 _regime~t0'-put- dowri':ui~·_;_ · 

~ananda.J ~beg3n >reorga'nil_ing the.~l>ntlre _ admlni:~ati.O~ · a' force _;~emanding_ a :deepeninJ(_. uC-rcvoluticU: ~Qassim-.:-_..:. 
or. the e1ty, challenging. rr.any. rorrnS of-oppr~:ssion-·Thc btirn--oC _a Kurdish'· m'othM"·an.d· an ·An.b·father; had~· upon:,-· 

_ ~~~~-ed the·deman~_.for-~h~ .r~moVat,·or."the pa.Sdai-~~.--=: / _ ~ eOmiiig to power,:, deelaiiti:_Iraq_',:to- be <a:;n_ation·, bllSed·.:~ 
· . -- - On O~t.. ~o.:_tb~-pR.Sdaran_ OncC' 3g;ain· b.!gai:: shOOthiii' u;.On:;th~: . .:WOcl:~~.Uon:'of:~ Xunis';ant:f;Ar{lbS:35He'?begun);_ 

. people, ~t~ts time; w1th. tht!: backing~of- th"e_.llr:ny- and.' w!th": ·, ~e!;J:mis 'sneh . ns_ ~n. eight-hour- d~y,·. reduced ~re~tS,-: lo~::=-~:', 
:_ Phantom jets _0)'1-ng low ovel" ilie:'clt~-~-The nexi-moniing: .~ P.ring -foo<Lprir.es.~and:)Cgllli:il;:.g_-"unlons;',".The ~_m&.'ISe.>,'.~.::

' the_ outra.gc~:_peopi2! gnthere-d-at~the 'cHy-ce:-iter.demand 
1
• , esJ)(:Cially .-the ·_Kurds :in ·Mosul·ail'.l' Klrku!t/c'moved · t():>;;._:-: 

·. _- Ing -that: the'-p~~':Jlarga_~takC:. o\lei-· ttle.·pa~aran·; head,~ ~ -_·deepen .the revOiution.-Qiissim -ct-Sponded by·Camnt:.u;::on· _--~ . 
.-. 9~:1!1rter~: -:rhe- P!"'unarga refu,sed.;A- sit;in began d~marid:·~- ~·his. anry --~·-lhu· r.:ntive~ Cdtrlmunlst_-Party ._to_ ·Put: down J-' • 

mg ~he .uncond!Uon?l_-.t!.xp_ul_ston·of- ;he piSd&ran;-·ny-thc <'. · :Jr.y, Su,iJ-. mas.<~-.' nio"·ement:: Soon QasSim-tOo~ WU·,over-~·- · 
~-::_next day_. the entire City was 00 .. gf!neroiJ -.strike :'W k -. ~ (~--~hr_O,Y.:~_ hr: __ t_!l~ BA~~ __ Party;:;_--_.:~---<!~~·_::.·:····: ·~:~.:j~'?ii:_:_·!·~,~. :-, ~_j:; 

··· fr-om:.all_ the fact~ri«;_s j_?If!ed 'with:thc bakc'rs: Unlo~-.f~!-: ,, -1Jelween;l963cand 1975 .five Conflltts _brolie':out:be;~~·_; 
·. ~p:so:n3l wo~kers un.1_~m,~ lucal t:om:nlttec:s. ·"fome"n•s ·Cori.~~ -;_· .-twCen tlle·.trnql ~.cnny_: and -'th'e::Kurds.:-In-:1975"·-a -p<l.Cl' ~:...: 

. ma_ttees and-students,_ Fro_lm all. o~er_Kur_distan~· liae.Ss.,.§:es· .. _ between .JJ.;.q _·and,._Ir;m __ ended'-lra_n•s suPPJyiilg'-Of!arms·~--.~~ 
. cf-.so,lldarity_ along .with f('Od and ·uther-'aid .nOoded :the - ... ·to . thC .Kcrds. ·_ Thi:o-in · .. tuneJoo·· to'· the __ brcalidOWJt ;or_.-·:' .. _, 
~.clty_.:~M~s~agcs:. of•_s~l~d<l~Jt~ ~me from -pea~ints'-in --~0 . · much_·. or ··the· _ _-Kur~ish ·movement ~that ·~Mulla: Mustafa~.:\ 

less lh!tn 50 .vtJir~gC!>. _.Wathm da,Vs·rcvolut.iori:tiy 'coui-ts Ba~ez.-,~ii had set-up.;Hundreds· o~ th~us:a~ds··~r:~urds::·> 
w~~e. set_up_~n:the.streel.'i~and.mimY·'or the Islamic Re- were drnggcd lnl(_l the-Shsh't'Concentralion carilp:J;·Many_ 
pu~hc _'h•e~eys a~d IGcal landlords were ·arrC.stl!'d,: ._ . Kurds refused to· turn 'ln. their.anns:·and. fle<Lbsck-into 

It '"::a~._ on_ly ."after -the __ eJmOst total distruction· aC Iraq. · ·~- · · ,;_i ?'- ,. --. ·.·i~;:;'.;~·-
Sa~andaJ.- _mclu;Jmg-- a Targe-sc;.le nmssaerc. or the- popu- · - . -: : ' ·. "' ·', ~· -.• · ·0 -. • '· - ·~ • •' • __ .,. ·- :-:-- -:• -?·-
Jatlon, }~at the -~rm)· _w.a<;: ahl(', to: re!akc: the_; city.: _. . _ · Today,-- following lraq's-lnvaslon or Jran, .-Khomelnl 
III SIXTY'YEA·RS· ·· · · · · has often dlrcelcd_his.for<:es,ftgalnst the_Kurd~-n.f.b:~r 

• .. · . OF THE KURDISH than .agai:tst the- Iraqi 'invasion. :nut·. ai;: great· &·'danger 
MOVEMENT--·, · ., · "':•'.. '· -·. . .. _ ... ·-·-. ..'- · · - to 'the revolution. is-__ the 'diSOrientation:- intrCdu1:ed: by: 

The Ku!ds · in- !act .. ~ave · t.;een __ the .teStinti g~ound thc --~ideas" of- .th_c _ _- counter-reV_otuti•:m a!i _it its· sO-ealJE:d" 
for revol~_;~Uons In lh1! teJ;ton for over 60 years. Over ·amf, antl-impcrioliSm was sny ·scrt•of riound,for·.'rcvoluUon· · 
~ver: _ ag:un -they hove ·.been the most revolutionarv of .;.rlf:s.. _' _. , - ~ ;.' _:._: :-- -:- - _ ~- - ·.; '·'~ · 
_orccs, ·but su)?J~~h.'il_-_.~o t~c 'J?Il~f._vh.Ious. of_ bctrJ::Yals: ~That counlcr·revolution.·hlt;~i.at ·against'-the 'l{u%-dS, .. 
· • Iu_l919, the. Kurdish peasants iri.ih~·rc"'ion'todav· a"goinsllhe women-who- denial-;.:!~~d tJielr_-1ibiiaUon,;·and"·~: 

~no_~.vn a~'!'u.rkey .rose Up 41!3lns,t thc_E•Jio~car~ impcriai. · finally against the Left. ;,routh Who ·bi:gan launching -at! 
~ : uts,_ ~ho, having JUSt ended the_hnl~_!lust_flf \V()rfd W.:~r" . '-t~cks .agnlm;t' the ,IsJarolc -. Rel'Ublican:--P'.n1y.· However/ 
. I;- were: ~UsY,:.car_v __ ing_~up'__the war._'OOo_~y~ Th'r<.~ui:h•ihci:- -~:much -of the J.ert- has o;rgued- that"'thc,-·revoluUon-.;was· ,_ 
s.~ggle.- the.· Kurds _cxt'!ndc(! · thmr. soliditrity_ with .'the·. ·•diverted''- b:,-<.the ~fact~ that. womr.n- ,demanded ,'lhcii" 
Ru ... o;lan Re_volutlun and showed their re!u:Htl to limit thC... right.., :md · th:il- the Kurds .. so quickly': !ought' for_ self-' 
demand .for national !.eU-detcrmin:ation to- the bourG"e{!"s · dett!rmlnalio'n~,_'Ihese _actio-l-IS,' U1ey argu~. ·presented ·an-
notion _ll( national equality. 1'ht:s,''in 1923 _wben-~ustaia-'. t'as)-- targf't for. c'oun~er-revc.lutlon '~to cmoNlb.e :'against.' 
}{emal --~·- wbo ·a·' !e!'J~ yesrs e11rHcr h::.;;l eru .. bed 'the' ·But the truth' hr that a revtllution Is not ·an. undifferenu: 
soviets_, tht.t :the _Kurd~: had bt-cn cre3Unit. througho'ut :'lted whole- m;:archinY, tow. ards iin _al;lsttact:·-go'al.'- ~ ·--:r.-.i--·:--
Northet'n Kut'dist11n _ undCr- _the Impact_ ·or· the Rus•ian - - ' · Revolution.~-· proclaimt'd the _establishment o£- a "T~rk--: Rei·oluUOn I~· U1e ·. r:oqcrete, indhidual .' passlcns 
ish ~tatc:~,th_e K~:uds at _cnce took up IUfiU arid ·a- general ; , .md movement: Ot- a varietY~·or fore~ ~ JWorke.rs, pea~' 
revolt broke out. It took._more,lhl-ll_::·· deeade- and th.. ants, natJonal minorltlC~ women·.<lnd~yont.h:.:;;.._ too;rords' ;· 

.. a new ~ldy. Uni.ty .is necesui-y, bet U."o Cali OnlJ'--be.:' 
::~chlend it,' at one' and the sarrie Ume~ each p_ari or~U.e:~' -, 
tl!voiuti•Hiary mavement b- -ftCOgnh;ed · as :ane ~-- cf ·- tbe >
paL.,ways loward: full 'soclal- reo;;olutlol!'~ Only:_tben'. e•D " 
lh_e1·e be untly~lhe-'movement.trom bel6lf.&l'ODD~~-to . .
a phllos_ophy or revoJut!on.· Sucb p' ualty of pbi!MGpby ,.;.,, 

_:::tt~~~~~~~ t.~,~-~=~~·~i~J~;:.~~~::::.~~~~:~=~~~:-:~·_.: 
tn~rr"'re ~ith-lts_'unlV~!n:Aitsm or, t~on1'""iiiil-:rieW·-hU:' 
man rel~tlotts. ·Any oUi~r unity on -the alleged_ grcunrl 
or "ll!nli-lmperlall!:m'• wbic:b burin · tbe contradlcUons 
wttbln the rtvolullon ls·a rat&e unity. ., ,. ' 



V/ ONCE _·AGAIN.- 'CJlE 'KURi)S ~~{)_:Tni{'"-__ ~"-· 
·JR.ANIAN ItEVOijJ•.rtON ~ ·-{ .... :·: ·,,->_-o~->;:_·~_/;_;._::) ,: ::_~_- •. ,, 

~.The~. ~thway~ f;.n·.;,the· .K~~ish)iii?'!'Cm_er:.L-.~_~ml;.thc_·_.:
- Iranh:1 .'-, Revoh\tlon ~.l!es,:.tbr;ough -- t"~ir _: -con:!nued. r~-'-~ 
' tutioii arY~ fntcrelians,c_.- Aller.: a\1, , ~hc,_l_ran.i~n ;_~t.::vol!lt.i.on.-.; 

wns· Oi;C or_ the.greates.t.octhe; dc.-ca~f£..'li,·_tl_n_·~__:Qlll;.bt~ 
· t~~-·-:s·t;~b· ,-~~~~:-U.s;~~ i~-;~i~h:Tn:7 ii/Cri~•d}~;rt~:b;·~ -;-~----: 
:_curred, withriut:the .. Kurdish :.movC:rriint ,·as)ntegnl :tO-:iL'::
·-The-:pOint-- for 1us'·: tOday; io;,' bOW:_ cxu~_we: re;e3.tAbllsht th:::t ;_ 

-···:\_:~~ii~~~~!c:;~b:~(:_!~tu;i~~~=~~~~iorl~~~~%~ta~~)~ 
-~: eapit~list;:ar.d ·Js·.~ itlren_dy :in"-·ibe~prOt-.esSOof:; wi!k-OirilnG . .;: 
". foreign (6lpitaHSnf. thL<J; time ":).n'..:lts: laatc_ t (RUssl~n_i <~form_.· 
·.'rather_'- than'. us;private_: <W~stc-rnhlo_iTn; ,-":::.:-!:h':.;,_,.-t;:~_it,,?· < __ :·SC>-dny Only-)!. n·eW- reV~lutioni:.Jj;Urlit)i~eaii'·ir.itla-.s:toP:.~ 

to_--lhis }lrOt:essJ-,_BUt -: thl,.;:_ unitY: ts'·not'~alo.ne_~ia· ciuestlon':.: 
. of, E-c:th·ity:; l.lf :zt?!ng:._.to -,the-:hmS _:-_anfiaigbtini!': 3J.oilgside;:;: 

:- -lhe~_Kurds,:_.thoUgh, that-_ .too ·,b;,,o_neC:essary.~l Unles.-s_:,tbe.:.; 
· Leit: grasps" theorrt_ic::~I.Y\hoW.:s~lt-detcrm!.naUon·_ :<~_f:, a a{~ 

ttonS -is. mtegraL to :sociaL revoluti0n~i':antt.:Unle$!!1;;_tbe: ~ 
Kurdish mowmerit. lri tum,;sees,that.,genuln-e:se_lt.:.(leter.;· 
mlnation. can -,only-:be~ full)' rcalized_twith_initbC_;'c;ontext:l 
of. a socialist.. revolution,-'~ then· thfl.··,•Jnity.~wllt-i.only'.•-~-~ 
"tactie<~J'::tarid- not _a ·genviile,SoCiat;:deeply;iOoJe;i ·,u~\ty.~: 
_ TGday the ,Kurdlsb_.nvclutionaries· 4::0:!tS.aue .. _ttt-~,d~::·! 
m.md :_,.:_vis'ton.:of. revolut!'ltt ··t.nat:'wo.uld ·.itieu:-5'eililf;mll!;: 

· fJTC:drn-it ~being .-.w~rked :.~Ut.:·:~at _ l~'~li~ri';_ f~!;-~; 
lranlan.:revo1uU9narie-s, Kurd_W. revoluli~narles.;;Atnel'•.: 

~Jean r~v()lutlua:....nes,.-: _la· .. _t_~ .. woi-k .ou~ a. p!d~P,hi/of_t 
revolution·that would-hel-p us:·:rtlculafe fGtl:Y hu~ty•s, 

~--q~_~t. .·ro.r__-_!-:~~~: ~e~_' P:,t:~-~: n~_·hO~:·,'~-~:.n~~;~~ 
. : stt.~capit:illt:nl callht!f: :itself, CommuW.!IIIl; c:ertalnly _ uot ~ : 
. frciJll weskin. Cl!;.ibzll•m;- il.or CL()m_. the. _reUgloas reacUcn:' 

o1_ "Kilomelni's llst»mmc'.nepti~Uc . .'.'And._ a ~~~~can::.-' 

--~~!h beU::re:a~--~:~;!~0~ti~:!?:!H'::~!~J:~~~i:'~r: 
cratir. ':" couu:ct _ u:e _:a·. _wJA;tltuti-. for.- a : tet&l;pbUdopbJ'. or;.~ 
tr.oda'f revo!.u:tla-0~ iCMlted. l::a. · ttie ~ r.lovemcct (i"'ia. 'P~It!!;' 
fnuc. below;· J_t '.is· Slot~-the- m.UAei(WbO _.re_:S.,-bat:Jniard /~_ 
that_ tbey wlll·not· grasp ~Atclt"li _phllOsop_bY/lf-~«it.dy:-:. 
and totall)'_·exp~ed.'.::. '{:-1 <'; . .. ·.·:~ ·:· :._;-.·~':<t<~:t:-_'1.:-.t~;-'q;:,_ 

· It is rather-'ie_volutloriary int~llcctualz.whcnu·e1-1lac:k··~-
. ward in, thinkhtg·_-that sueh-a_·'phtl0sophf;_must..:be~'1orJ"-
. !i&ken: In· rnor _:of_--religlous · trapplngs~~_Jo,oi"<Jer~(Qi- ;the{~~ 
ma~ses. to_- a~'ipt: ·'it.-~ such ·ground·. operis :_the·.._way-,·to :> 
eoantcr-rcvolu'.lon whcth~!r·: In' toda).•s,· 1mmedis.te;.tlie00::'· 
erath:~ 11late, or In a r~;~tu_re statc:-cs.pltalist one_:~~te.anst;d'\~ 
o! reli~lnn, but ha_vmg all the tolallt.arlan: as~ts o[_/i 
today's theocui.ic _state,: SeU-ddermlnaUon ~' o£-_:·naUonst; 
remains a _i:rllle3l p_athwayaoward lhe'lranlan :Revol.u~~·~ 
tion. freed rrom the str=.ngll!ti01d Oi-KhOJiielr.l's_r;:gbne~;-~ 
To return to· the Gl'il(inal goal of fre{.>do.in ·or the :ranlari > 
. RC!volutl•m; to d~l!pcn• the· nvolutlon;· it' must be '(reed_l_, 
both rrcm the· nnth·e rulinJt class· and the lmperiallsms,'"
U.S. and 1\ussl:m, In· thr. wlnl(s;·Only tn·t111ll way wlU·We 
nls~ light a ~grid path to trul)' clao;s.Je_!':s society; · ·-·· 


