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Introduction

Who doesn’t knows that in this racist USA Blacks are still the lowest pald

and get the dirtiest jobs inside the shops, while outside the shops the rate

of unemployment among Blacks is stifl twice that of whites? Who doesn’t

know that Bfack women “have a double dose of it because they are Black

workers and because they are women, expioited both ways'"? Who doesn't know
. that the Chicanes are in the same rut in the areas where they constitute the largest

minority, and thair culture counts for nothingin white society # Who doesn’t

know that the anly true Americans-the Indians-are the most exploited, the most

degraded, the most ignored, the most abandoned of all?

What isnt known is the multitude of ways that all these exploited forcas
fight the system every day of their lives, what they feel and what they
think — especially what they think, it is these voices of revalt, these new
-passions for a different life, these new thoughts of what to do, that this
.pamphlet i all sbout, To listen to then is 10 enrich your own life so that .
we can work out together what to do and how to do it.

How not to divide up our {orces, with each acting separataly, is the real
prablem, The question is how, in uniting, to make suré that we do not
once more separate thought from deed, cor the passion for change from
the forces that will do the changing,

in the voices that you will hear in this pamphlet you may recognize your
own — not only as somethiny that you have experienced, but alsc as the
hunger for a philosophy of liberation that is as strong as the desire for
freedom itseli. 1t is this total oppasition to the racist and exploitative
society we live in that is the key to the prablems in society as a whole,

It is a cry against a society which refuses humanity its human quality. This
need is not a desire for some shadewy abstraction, but has taken the form
of a universal movemant that would meke freedom and reason the reality
of the day.
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In a most concrete and dramatic way, this seeking for a philosophy of
liberation, is expressed in the new consciousness of self that has come

into being among Blacks, Chicanos, American [ndians, women, production
workers, students, and prisoners.8y their activity they have forced the
country to recognize thel existence and thereby have made their cause
the paramount political and the philosophical question of the day,

Soledad brother, George Jackson, in the crisis of his imprisonment
discovered himself, his mind, and the world. He wrote in Saledad Brother
that he and other Black inmates were “‘attempting to transform the Black
criminal mentality into a Black revolutionary mentality”?

Let us look at the tragedy of the death of George Jacksun, As against
Che who became a martyr while sowing #lusions of shortcuts to revalution,
this revolutionary was forced to his actions by that Devit's prison run by
Reagan. Anyone who heard the warden of that infamous penat colony
knows the dangerously armed moran is like. And to think that so sensitive
and profound a man as Jackson had to bow and be brutatized by suzh a
manster makes one's blood boil, and know in his heart of hearts that he
or she would have preferred death, Without a shred of doubt, that char-
acteristic state institution of Reagan’s California harbored the murderers,
the political assassins matched only by Nazism. And no one would dare
to have told Jackson he should have done this, and not that, to remain
alive, C .
But. for us to really tear down that Bastllle, something more — a great
deal more sericus than either the Black Panther’s gun manual or the
Weatherman Underground’s bombs — and even a great deal more than

" prison rebellion — is needed. Whether they delude themselves that thereby
they “make’ the revolution, or not, it is hardly what Jackson — who
discovered Marx in the hell-hole - would have considered the proper
tribute to his aspiration for remaking the world, and not just its prisons.

Listen to the Soladad Niothers speak for themselves, as they appealed for
people to attend the trial of the two remaining Soledad Brothers:

m

See Soledad Brother by George Jackson, Bantam Books, New York, 1970
and If They Come In The Moming by Angala Y. Davis and other politicai
prisoners, The Third Prezs, New York, 1971.
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Mrs. inez Williams:

1t 1ooks like a prison camp. Everyone in there is grinning while
holding shotguns 2ad belt sticks. There are men walking around with
machine guns. t's frightening. If my son wasa't there I'd stay away. 1
can undersiand why people are not coming,

Buzt we've got to show them, that they ae not going to stop us.
They want to do their dirty work so nio one knows what they are doing.
I'm begging for your suppori; we need your dolars, but more than
anything in the world weneed you. We need people in that courtroom
and 1 don’t mean 18 and 20 year olds. We need some 45 year olds and
65 year olds in that courtroom, adult citizens. My son’s life is at stake!

Mrs.v George Jackson .

: We cannot let these two men, and all the other men in prison go
quietly to the gas chamber, to their death in prison, because prison is
a living death, Prison reforms, and prison law schools and anything
connecled with the peisons is not going to make it! The only thing to
do with the prisons is 1o tear them down, because they are not there,
to help anybody. 1f anybody wanis to help me tear them down,

I'm willing. ’ )

1can’t understand how people will go into their house and sit
down and rationalize all this mess away, This country helongs ta the peaple.
When aze the people going to stand up and say, “This is my tountry,
and 1 don’t like what’s going on?'

How many more people do we have to lave killed? How many
more of us have to go to prison and live a living death?, How many
more of us have to go home and turn away our heads and tiy to forget
what's going on and what’s happening to us?

Tha crucial point Is not that the Blacks st Soledad and Attica consider them-
selves “‘political prisoners™, but that jalls and penitantiaries are now included
in the totality of the American capitalist crisis. And at the very center of this
prison crisis, as in ather facets of American life, is.the Black Dimension with
its consciousnass of the need for radical social change.

The Panthers electrified the American Black youth by bringing in the new
category of seif defense, In 1967 the Black Panthers {BPP) went up to Sacra-
mento 1o lobby, with their guns, against a biil that would prohibit carrying
firearms within the limits of a city. Thoy walked In with their guns and
frightened the hall out of the legislators, who immediately passed anti-firearm

-7
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taws. Of course this was great publicity, and many Black youth who saw this
on TV said, “Wow! Right onl” and want out and joined the Panther Party.
They did not join the BPP because of Mao's littfe red hook, but kecause of
‘the BPP's direct dramatic action against an institution of capitalism, This
eagemess 1o join the BPP came from a far deeper exparience than just that
dramatic show of weapons, it was drawing upon the past eleven years of the
historic Black liberation struggles, beginning with the Clvij Rights Movement
of 19586, through to the Black Power movement and reaching a high point

in 1967, the year the nation "discavered" the 8PP, when the spontaneous
uprising of the Blacks in Detroit ceased to be just a struggie between Black
and white, but bore a class character us well,

The enthusiasmthat the Black youth had for tha BPP has been hopelessly
dampened by the structure and the “philosaphy” of the Party, both Huay
Newton's and Eldridge Cleaver's brands which arg counter 1o the native
grounds of the Black revolution. Here is how an ex-Panther, a young Black .
waman who still has great respect for the Panthers and is still active in the
Angela Davis Defense Committes puts it; “We would read Mao by par-
agraphs and the Minister of Education would explain it to us, | dug this -
education, reading from Mao, but somahow it didn't seem to relate to our
condition. We began to think that al! of this was Just a front for doing
nothing revolutionary, We weuld talk about this among ourselves hut
would not go to our leaders and tell them this."

This is not an opposition tothzory, but rather a desire tor total revolut-
fanary change, Her simple statement goes far to explain the central crisls

of Black liberation in the U.S. The need for a phifosopny of revolution,
connected to Black existance, and the Black struggle for liberation, instead
of the backwardness of the masses of Black people as indicated by Huey
Newton who believes the masses have to he spoon-fad on a survival program,

Marx fong ago pointed out that man's consclousness is detsrmined by his
social existence, but at no time did Marx construe this to mean that man
could not, by his activity, change both his consciousness and his existence,
If, by achisving seif-consciousness, man becomes aware of his oppression,
he also becomes aware of its opposite, fruedom, And it s this, the very
idea of ireedom, that has spurred men into both pructics] and theoreticsl
activities toward thiat end,

The Black mass movemnent toward liberation always carried with it a move-
ment toword “totallty”, that is to say, not only a change in the relationship
of man to man, buta change In the very quality of man himself, Franz Fanon
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saw the purpose of the African revolutions as, not to ¢reate anather state,.
another Black bourgeoise, shaped like the European bourgaaise, but to
create an enfirely different man. What Fanon was getting at, in the context
of the African revolution has been the crucial probiiem facing both Blacks
and whites in this country.

See if you do not recuénize our preblem in the way Fanon expressed itin
The Wretched of the Earth:

The consciousness of self is not the closing of a door to
communication. Philosophic thought teaches us, on the contrary,
that it is it's gharantee, National consciousness, which is not nat-
fonalism, is the.only thing that will give us an international dimen-
sion ... The responsibility of the African as regards nationa! culiure
is also the responsibility with regard to African-Negro culture...,It
is at the heart of nationat consciousness that international con-
sciousness lives and grows, ’ :

This is true both negatively and positively, We see the Black dimension as

a revolutionary, international dimension, Racism, like imperialism, is also

an international phenemenon., In the struggle against it, the way the work-

ers unite—whether they be the shipyard workers of the Clydeside in Glasspow, .
or of Nagasaki; whether they bé auto workers of Detroit, or of Toyots;

whether they be African women or the American Women'’s Liberation —

shaws that wa are living In one world. It is one world divided in two — but

the division is within each country, batween the wretched of the earth and

those who rule over them, ’

Tha red thread of salf-activity, self-development and self-organization that
has run throughout history, hes shown the 8lack masses as vanguard, end
has uxpressed itse!f in the last decade at every stage of development — from
the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, 1o the Fleetwood Revolutionary
Committee in Detroit, Mich. Tha movemant is revolutionary by its very
nature, so revolutionary that even its leaders have had to recognize it,

This shock of recognition was described in these terms by Dr. King: “The
Negro masses in the South began to re-avaluate themselves, & new process
that was to change the nature of the Negro community and doom the sacial
patterns of the South. From this point on, the Sauth's terrible peace was
rapidly undermined by the Negro's new courage and thinking and s ever
increasing readiness to organize to act,”
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it is not by accident that from his jail cell Soledad Brother George Jackson
oppused the wild use of anti-white epithets and demanded that Blacks re-
cognize that there are revolutionary allies among the whites. As he putit:
"Who is the Black working for, who does ke love when he screams "Honky?’
He would throw us into a fight where we would be out-numbered 1 to 14
{counting the Blacks who wou'ld fight with/for the other side in a race war).
War on the Honky, it's just another mystification...”

What this pamphlet aims to do is to bring the philosophy of revolutionary
Marxist-Humanism into & direct dialectical relationship with the movemeant
for liberation which is coming from Black péople and other minorities,
women, calonial peoples, and above all, the working massess who are the
power that will decide the birth of the new world of men and women,

Biack people 1eday are living in the age of Nixon. Nixon is attempting
to turn back the clock, attempting to re-segregate the schools, leading the
most racist attacks against Black people on the welfare issue. White labor
is also living in the age of Nixon, feeling the weight of all his anti-labor
attacks, and angry encugh to act. ' i

.

This pamphlet does not pretend io hove ail the answers. What it does
hope to show is the direction needed 10 work out the answers, The worker
who tells of A Black Worker's Life” wants to know: “What are we going
to do about the thirigs that arr happening? We've been talking about

- organizing some kind of caucus. What we need is for the worker to feel that
somebody is behind them,” .

What we hope is that this pamphlet can become part of the mediation be-
tween the Black csucuses, the Chicano organizations, the associated Indian
committees, the youth, the anti-war forces, the women's liberation groups
—alt directed to uprooting capitalist society, root and branch - and creat-
ing, at the same time, a new truly human society.

John Alan
Black-Red View Columnist News & Letters




Black Workers

Four years have passed since the 1867 explosions. For a few maonths it tooked
a5 if Whitey had got the message. Young Blacks were hired at many plants.
All kinds of committees were formed--like the Mew Detroit Committee that
was supposed to sec about ratraining and changing conditions within the
unemployed ranks and in the shops,

Everyone, from the newspapars to the politicians, from the company presi-
dants to the unjon leaders, wanis to speak for the workers. Let's tistan to”
them speak for themselves, R

I work at a Chrysier plant outside Detrait. In the past month
they have been hiring. Hiring nothing but white people. They have
hired two Black guys and got one from the pool, out of a torat of
about 75 new people. They hired new women—-but only white women.
Bluck women came out there, and Black men too. One Black man I
know went out there and the guard told him that they weren't taking

- any applications, but at the same time white boys were driving right
through the gate und putting applications in. -

The samae sort of stor\; comes from another Black UAW member in Los Angeles,

I have worked at a couple of aircraft plants in the past few years.
At one, | had to go down five times after applying for the job to get
in. Each time [ was supposed to take welding tests, but the man who was
to give them wasn't around. Finolly, another worker said, *Are you
going to hire him or not? He has been here five times,” So they hired
me as a maintenance welder.

In another place, | was the only Black welder, After working
there a while, [ was transferred out 10 another job. While | was gone,
everyune got a raise except me, | asked about it and they said it was
a paperwork bottleneck and would he fixed. When | asked again,
they said } was a troublemaker. Soon after, they taid me off.

-11-=




] e,
Black Workars Wildear ar Ford Piant in Mahwah, N.J,




The workers feel that the union never does anything for them. A Black
worker in Detroit put it this way:

It is impossible for Black workers to get any satisfaction from
this union, 11 has gotten ta the point where some workers arc saying
thatif the union wont fight the company, we should ge1 some
shotguns and rifles and 8o take over our local tinion hali and hold it
until we get to talk to Woodcock,

" Some are also Questioning seniority, which they claim is run by the book
when it benefjts whites, and thrown away when it would telp Blacks. Biack
caucuses in California aircraft Plants, where Blacks were hired only

‘recently, and wiped out with the first cutbacks, have heen cading for 12
percent Black, 14 percent Chieano, in ali departments no matter what
cutback, ’

A 63 year olg worman, who has been active in the NAACP and a worker all

her life, says:

1'was a janitor in Seattle, Many Blucks were janitors, and when
they became organized into a union, Blacks were compelled to join,
But none of them had any power in the unions, It seemed that us
the white working brothers were able to secure shorter working hours
and higher wapes and more fringe benefits, we were pushed out more
and more. There is a kind of feeling | sense today that we are not
really going to get the better society we are working for by working
with, other workers, - : : :

A Black worker in Detrait, just retired, disagrees,

.Something has to be done about the Tacicm in the seniority
svstem, but it’s dangerouws to say just throw out seniority, There are
alet of Black workers in the UAW today who wouldn't be there if it
weren’t for seniority. There's alot of maneuvering and collusion, bug
to throw it out would mean hell, :

Black Workers Question the Union

When the CIO was born, in the 1930', it was Black and white tegether

that seized the plants and forced the company 1o treat workers like human
beings instead of just so many pleces of machincry. But today many workers,
Black and white, feel that the union isn't the same, that it is the disciplining
agent of the workers, that it sides with the companies, that it has been
transformed into the opposite of what It was whan it started,
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I work in the Deatborn Assembly Plant (DAP) at Ford Rouge,
I'm paying $7.98 a month in union dues, Cur whole building pays
about $28,000 2 memth to the UAW. The DAP is predominantly
Black, and yet we see little or none of our money invested for the
betterment of the Black community or for Black workers in the
. shops. All we get for our money is excuses, One Black brother in our
building was given 30 days off for absentecism. He brought in a
doctor’s letter, but it was refused, This happened several times. The
bargaining commitiee refused to appeal his grievance.
Another worker got 30 days off for being late, He had a family
emergency., This brother asked his committeeman, wio is white, to
" write a grievance. it was never written, After two weeks, the comm-
itteeman told the man to come in. He took him to see this foreman
and told him 1o beg andapologize so he could pet back to work.

Even Black committeernen don't escape racist treatment, In the DAP, a
Bluck committeeman who had filed many grievances was told to meet with
a bunch of department heads atane, He refused 1o go unless a bargaining

committeeman accompanied him. Thay all said they were too busy. When
ha didn’t show up, Ford management gve him a week off, ’

Here is the way one young Black worker at Fleetwood views the union, |
where he feels it has gore:

They have many racist foremen and general oremen at Fleetwood,
mostly from Kentucky, Tennessee, South Carelina-2ll over the South.
They came up North in the late 40's and early 50°s and now they
are in controlling positions in both the Plant management and the
unjon. Their views and attituaes haven't changed. They hate all
Black people, but especially the Yyoung Blacks who will stand up and
fight for their rights. T foresee that you will have a revolution in )
the auto industry in the near future, in the ranks of the union,

“Hot, Heevy, Dirty"

In every plant end mill In suto and steel where more than a token few
Blacks are employad, there are some departments that are virtually
all-white, where the work may be a little easiar, a little cleaner, or a
ltile safer; and there ars those departments called “HHD-hot, heavy,
dirty”, where Black workers ore concantratad,
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Listen to the vaines of workers from just one predominantly Black
department--the Fleetwood body shop, Not every worker in it is Black,
and the whites there are in the same boat, but it is a typical “Black
Department” in the auto plants,

. thave bean in (he body shop for nine long years, and | know
some orothers who have been there a lot longer than me. Cne older
worker [ know was working on the wheellouse job. The way this
Job is set up now, you have to lift the wheelhouse off hooks and put
them on tiie table, Then you put on a strip, weld them, take them off,
and you still have to catch the line, If the line runs 400 jobs for eight
hours, you weld 200 jobs and load 200. As fast as this man can weld,
the line goes faster. You don’t even have time to catch your breath )
0 go to-the bathroom. My job isn’t much better than his. I am yissing
one or two days nearly every week. I can’t afford Lo be missing days,
but Thave to or [l drop dead, .

- L] -

A man I know in department 3 (body shop) was burned by
welding sparks twice'in one night. He went to medical, The second
time the nurse called labor relations and they took him to the blue
room. They told him he was taking too many medicals, and accused
him or ‘wasting the company’s time.’ The committeeman said there
was nothing he could do to stop it. One worker brought a note fiom

" his doctor thar his back wus bad and they transferred him the next
day~to the heaviest job in the department!

* - L] -

We arc working five puns each where § work. Last year they
worked ‘only’ two guns. No one can keep up. There is no more
‘going in the hole’, You start in the hole and finish in the hole. The
speed is so bad that aceidents are coming mare and more often, Any
time a man has to work more than cight hours, he is a safety hazard,
One worker was kit in the head with a gun reel for this reason. He
could have been killed, and if things don’t ehange someone will be.

Once @ Black worker has heen placed in an HHD department It js nearly
Impassible to gat out, The company and the union combire to make the
iransfer an endless series of stalls, red tape, “procedure” and outright
discrimination, Here is one man's tale of how not to get aut of the body
shop: ‘
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Uhave had 9 63B (transfer form) in for months 10 get transferred
to a checking job, One time ! went to sce where | stood on it and I was
i1th from the top. One month later [ had the committceman check
the list again, and fic said T was 7th. Then § heard that iwo or three
Buys went into checking-so I figured I was close to getting out of the
body shop after ali these years.

Well, I asked again another month later and they said: *You're
15th now." [ would like to know how they're dealing the caids, from
the bottom? Everyone knows they have whites in checking with les:
seniority than I have, and they've gone on checking recently. '

A vodnger worker commented:

T'know checking in that departinent, If they have 15 or 20
whites there, they'l let in two or three Blacks so they can say ‘Look,
we've got your people there,!

Black and Whi.e ‘
There is alot of discussion on the relationship between white and Black
‘workers, .

The company believes that Black people ean always do just a
little bit morc than white people, Whites wilt say: *I can’t do that
job!" "And the foreman will go along with them. But if a Black man
can't do the job they get rid of him, Any job I don’t keep up, whether
it hurts me or not, they say ‘keep it up or you're out’! The general
foreman told my foreman that the first time my job is in the hole, to
send me upstairs and I'll be on the street,

Another worker had o diff;zrent viewpoint:

When the union was formed, quite a few white workers
understood what it meant. They couldn't be so easily used as they can
today. The production process-the grind-is so bad today that it
forces some workers, Black and white, to accept from the company

-some way that he can make his day casier. There are some whites who
have always been company supportets,

But on some jobs there zre white workers that are cutching
hell, just like the Black workers in their group. Thesc whites on my
job are young; they didn’t come vp through the union movement, and
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two of them are Southerners, bu they are just as close with the Black
workers on issues jike speed-up as anybody, :

In the mitls and in the auto shops, Black workers have taken actions in support
of white workers’ demands, and have tried 1o open 2 dialogue with them, At
Bethlehern Steel's mill near BaMimore, they formed a group called the
Committee for Equality, outside the untion, They knew the government gave
the mill about §50 miltion a year in contracts, sc they tried 1o expose
- the iflegal racism and threatened the company, It worked; the company
began to make a lot of changes to let Black workers get out of the ali-8lack
units of the mill, A white steelworker there commented: .
Alotof white guys who had Erinvances against the local unjon
began to think differently about the Black workers. Now they want to
join them so they can get their own problenss settled,

And a worker in Detrojt Put it this way:

Whether you are Black or white, if you work in the body shep
You are in danger of losing your life. Working in the body shop'is
like combat in Vietnam, You work like a slave in there, i

I wouid like to say something fo the white workers at Fleetwood,
Many of them have fen to Taylor and Southgate to tive in ail-white
neighbarhoods, The real estate men charge the white workers top
dollur for the promise that no Blacks will wnave jn,

[ know many white workers who are buying houses oyt there
that they can’t afford; the payments are tow high, They aie in such 5
spot financially that they can” strike, even if the company works them
to the bone. This makes life harder for all the workers, Blsck and white,
The only people it helps is GM and the real estate men.

You can't escape Black people forever, so why hurt yourself
and us by trying?

A Black Worker's Life

We have quite a preblem out a tay plantand at most factories
around here in Flint. We're fighting the age-old preblem of racism and
low work standards, | can tel| you about my expericnce and il be
cnough,

My problem started o year ago, right af'ter the sirike. | was doing
a job on one side, and a white worker was doing the job on the other

L Iy .
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side. It was o much work, We couldn't keep it up. The
fojeman and the peneral loremun were complazining, and they
would always leli me: they would never say .anyuung to

the white boy. Sometimes they would harass me for maybe
a0 minutes at a time. This went on for samething like 3

or 4 months, I come 1o a puint where I couldn’t ke it

any mwore, where 1 was about 1o cxplode and [ was afraid

‘that T would hurt somcone in (hete. [ went on sick leave,

Before 1 left, we had a grievance on the job, And when [ came -

back it wasn't really a killer job. You would stifl put in an honest day’s
wark, but you didn’t have to work your tiead of . But the minute |

got thig job, the géneral foreman started complaining that there wasn't
enough work on this job, And he started the whalé process again.
They switched the whole job around, and added mere work on it

le comes to me again and threatens we. The only 1ime he said
anything to the wiute boy, he would bz talking about fishing-but

they were steady harassing me. 1 didn't want to go on sick leave

again. 1 couldn't run. The general foreman told me personally, I'm
going to put you on a job where when you do get a decent job, you’
will appreciute it, He broke the job up; ie gave part of it 1o one person,
a little bit to amother pesson, and scatiered it around. He put the
while boy oii 4 job wheee most of the time you walk around with
your hands in your pockets. i"1l give vou a bricf description of the job
lic gave me. ) "

[ had o wrench;, a drill and 3 bag of screws hanging around my
waist. And  would have to jump up in the back of the car, tighten two
baolts, shoot Lwo screws, knock out 5 holes, put the insulation in,
straighten it out, colleet all my serap, pick up my wrench and my
drill and jump out of the car, tirow the material in 3 baskel somewhere
along the line, We were running 72 jobs an hour. 1 felt 1 couldn’t do
this wither. 1 went on sick leave again.

Dusing the time | was on sick \eave, | ran into News & Letters.
The UAW couldn't help me. The UAW is weak, | think it's mofe or
bess 2 tradition] thing. My friends at N & L put me in touch with
some people, and 1 fited 3 civil rights complaint against this general
foreman, far harassment and discrimination, Finally the civil
sights people sturted investigating. When 1 went back, they put me on
the same job, but 1 wasn't harassed like 1 had been. The general
foreman was afraid Lo say anything to me. He would just stand and
look. But it had gotten to the point where he didn’t have to suy
anything. 1 just looked at him and 1 wanted to kil him.

I was trying ta get them to fire me, because il they fired me,
then | could make it, 1 enuld draw compensation of unemployment,

—~18—
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But they wouldnt fire me. 1 tried with all my might. 1 would come
in come day and take of f two, come back the next day and take off
the next wo-but they nover sajd anything to me onee.

Then I felt and hurt my back, They’re trying to say now that |
did it intentionally, but I really would tike to work. It’s disgusting -
to know that a man can't go to the job and be happy. I don™t
mind working; I'd really like to work. ! have a family to support and
everything that goes with that. But I'm not going to do a job this
man has put me on for punishment. I'm not going to kill myself, just
to salisfy someone clse, : . T

There are alot of people in there who are having trouble. They
will go to the UAW, and the UAW will say: ‘Don'tworry, we'll

- tzke care of it after awhile, svoner o1 later’. Théy are dead right
then. The prablem is, what are we going to do about tids sort of
thing that is happening? '

A trick that they use to keep the Black workers contained is
thatif a Black is complaining about the job, they will take a white
guy and put him on the job and tell him, il you do this job for me,
for a couple hours or a day. I will give you a good job, But I've got
te have you do this job so [ can keep this nigger straight”. The next day
or even that afternonon, he'l! put you right back on that job and you'l
be stuck there. : _ ‘

We've been talking about organizing some kind of caucus, We
passed out some leaflets that had quite an impact on the workers,
What we really need is to make workers feel that somebody is
behind them; that they've got somebody to fall back on.

Otherwise, I'm afraid that what's going to happeu is what
happened in Detroit, at Chryster-somebody is going to get killed, In
the last couple of months, the doctor has been beaten up; a couple of
general foremen; a couple of foremen, s getting to the point where
people are beginning to get violent, With me, every time that they get
me to the point where I feel as if I'm getting riled up enough to fight,
T'leave. But ! don't know about vthers.

1 don’t think people realize how workers are being treatad in
the auto shops. | think we're forgotten, They feel that ‘they've pot
the UAW to take care of them." But the UAW is not taking care of
us. The UAW is taking care of itself, ‘Thecompany and the UAW have
airconditioned offices. They provide them with o coffee pot and they
sit back ail day with their heels propped up on the desks, while we
are out there working like dogs,

Management seems to be able 1o buy anybady they want to. |
don’t think a company should be allowed 1o et us big as General
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Mators, They have too much political torce. When it really got bad
in the factorics was when Nixon took office. Tricky Dicky's their boy.

Revolt in the Shops i

There is rebellion in the shops every day ageinst racism and the conditions
of work. The rebellion takes many forms: from attacks on foremen to
apposition electaral campaigns; and from Black caucus activity to wildeat
strikes. No one can possibly predict from day to day what new forms
workers will create to express thelr total opposition to the factory-jail,
The ane thing every worker agrees on is that revolt will go on because
there is no alternative to revolt.

Last year at Chrysler’s Eldon Axle plant, a Black worker named Johnsen
actually did kill two foremen ond another worker. During his trial, one
young worker said: . _ .

The people in my shop talk about the Johnson triai. They say
the same thing is going to happen one day in this plant. Everybody
has sympathy for the man, even though they don't think he’s 3 hero
or anything. They know you can be pushed to the point where you
are not responsible. -

Sometimes the fury of the workers comes out In Jocal union elections, tn
the 1971 locs! elections, many presidents were kicked out by the membership.
Ona worker explained: ‘

~ The main thrust of lozal union rank-and-file members this year
seems to be aimed at poor working conditions and union misrepre-
sentation. So far, without exception in Chrysler plants, the same
pattern shows up in plants where unrest led to wildcat strikes. The
wildcat strikes had to be called because the United Auto Workers
Union will not authorize a strike unless they want something from the
corporation., :

For example, Eldon Axle had a wildcat and UAW bureaucrats
ordered the striking workers back to work.

This same Chrysler plant was the scene where two bosses and
one worker were shot to death in the plant by another worker who
had been harassed by management and then sent home for disciplinary
action, This trial recently ended, with the jury judging the worker
innocent of murder for reason of insanity-after they visited the
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plunt and saw the conditions the workers had 1o work under, and
this was after management had been warking night and dzy for
weeks to cléan up just the GiHD in the factory, to say nething of the
speed of the work.

The rank-und-fite of this troubled plant defeated the president
on the first ballui .

Next door, at Dodge Forge, there had heen a strike over poor
warking conditions, There was the same script: the president went
along with the UAW bureaucrats in ordering the men back 1o work,
The membership defeated this president on the first ballot.

Sterling Stamping plant had a wildeat strike, The UAW said
"Return to Work!" The president of the Incal union said ‘Helfl No!’
Result: the president was re-clected by a big vate.

Chrysler Centerline parts plant hid a wildeat strike and many
young workers were [lired. The UAW said 1o return, the president said
hell no, The president was re-elected, . ) .

Absent from these elections was the question of race, Whites
replaced some Blacks, znd Blacks replaced some whites-where it took
the vates of all to win. The workers were looking at the records of
their officers, not their color this time as much as they have jn -
recent years,

The disgust with the old leadership Iz so great that even scare tactics
don't wark anymore, At Ford Rouge's Dearborn Assembly Plant, a
Black worker ran for unit president against several “leaders”’ who
afready held office, The membership was just fed up; they didn't want
any of the old crowd. In the run-off election, the white ex-president
tried to turn the white workers against the Black candidate by a
whispering campaign that said he was 3 “Biack Panther"and that if
he was elected, white workers wouldn't getany halp. It didn’t work,

Black Caucuses, Black Shop Paper

1969 was the year In which Black caucuses, Black wildeats and Black

shop newspapers really exploded in shops across the country, At the

Ford plant in Mahwah, N. J., Black workers shut down their plant

after repeated racial insults against Black workers, They formed an opposition
group called the United Black Brothers {UBB). In Detroit, the Dadge Revolution-
ary Union Movernent (DRUM) was burn; thousands of workers at Dodpe Main
plent walked out to suppart a list of demands against racism,. The veryword “re-
volutionary™ attracted workers, Un fortunately, DRUM, and its affiliates at Eldon
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Axle and Ford Rouge, did not sustain the great excitement that they
craated in the UAW. Their attempt to cram Mao's little red book "
down the throats of workers cost them the mass support they had in
the beginning,*

Black shop papers began appearing in dozans of plants in 1959, At

the Mack Ave. Chrysler plant in Detrait, the Black editor of the
‘Mack Ave, Stinger pointed out that white workers read and fiked

their paper hecause they raised not only the questions of racism, but
slso "the quastion of inhuman conditions of all workers in production:
automation, sﬁaad-up and the inhumanity of the company and union
bureaugrats against workers as a whole.”

Although some of the organized Black caticuses have folded since

their upsurge in 1969, the revoltin the shops is as deep as ever, and
the anger against racism by the companies and the unions is no less
intense. A year after the ELRUM strike against racism at Eldon Axle,
vsarkers walked out again when a worker wus attacked by a foreman,
and the company fired the worker for defending himsel¥, Eighty
percent of the workers there are Black, and the plant is known as
onz of the wors? in number of ]qb deaths and injuries.

New activity is taking place in steel, too. At U5, Steel’s Clairton, Pa.
mill, Black workers organized an Ad Hoz committee to fight racism,
A Black steelworker tells the story; ’ - :

In the Clairton works many of the Black warkers were
put in the department where the coke batterics are. This
department was nearly ali-Elack, and the conditions ure
terrible, They get the coal to a certain temperature and then
they-have 1o quench it. All the dust and soot from the coal
blows up there, There is so much z¢id in the air there that
the regulators and torches they have tured totally black in
six months, If it does that to metal, you can imagine what it
does to o person's lungs, )

The guys in that department have been trying for six
or seven years to get out of there, but they weren’t getting
anywhere, so they organized a group. In fact, there have been
Black caucuses springing up all over the valley. At Clairton,
the main problem was getting the union to suppart them,

Yo re— .
Sea American Civilization on Trial, News & Latters, 1971,
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becuuse if they tried 10 get transfered one by one, all they
got was a lot of harassment . Finally they had some protests
at the union and got some publicity. and now the company
is changing its policy. Quite a few workers are getting oul of
that department,

 Crisis Is Everywhere

Be it New York or Nashwville, be it Atiantz ar Newark, be it Pittsburg
or Detrolt, the sanitation workers are not only striking for better con-
ditions, but also using totally new tactics, which show them to be
aware of their problem as both a national one znd a Biack onu. Thus,
“the Detroit workers called in Raich Abernathy and the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference to help them in their struggle.

A Detroit DPW worker tells his own story;.

We went out becanse we knew it wasn't fair for the city
to lay men off und then ask the rest for overtime, There were
two layolfs: 250 men lost their jobs in May and Junec. This was
in addition to the first layoff. There-is no such thing as ‘too
much work® when there are envugh'men to do it, and then there
is no need for overtime. This is why we held the slowdown and .
this is why we struck. . ‘

] The public was with us this time. This is something new
that we never had before, The public knew they faced the same
thing where they worked,

We're supposed to be getting $4.00 an hour retroactive
to when the strike ended, starting August 20. We have a three-
year contract this time. When you spread out the money we
won over three years, it isn’t anything, [t’s just enough to keep
up, but no real gain, Qur contracts never used to be three years,
They were always one, It’s the worst deal P've ever seen.

They've been pushing for overtime ever since we got back
to work. There arc a few workers who will give the boss over-
time, Some men will work from 7:30 in the morning till 9:00
at night when the sun is down. They are crazy.

I've heard that there are city men following the trucks
and waiching to see who works overtime. They are going to
bring in bigger trucks in October which will hold riore and
will only need two men instead of three to run them. I'm just
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waiting for more layoffs, They see how much work they can get
out of us, and then they turn around and lay off some more
men off. ' '
When a quarter of three comes around, whether you
finished your assignment or not, you can say no and head for
the yard, That’s the one thing we've got. The men I work
with, the whole crew, we decided This truck don’t work no
overtime. Everybody knows it. The foreman doesn't even
bother to ask us any more,

On August, 1971, a group of Black workers at GM's Fleetwood plant
"got together to put out leaflets, They chose for the name of their group,
“Fieetwood Revalutionary Workers Committee”. Here is what thay said:

“WE CAN'T DG ANYTHING FOR You
UNTIL AFTER LABOR DAY" -

That's what the president of our local unjon says, That's .
what the committcemen say; that's what ihe zone men say.
They know because the International told them so, it

The men from the Internationat came to the body shop,
looked at the jobs for a few mintes and went back to their-
girconditioned offices. Then you get the word: “Walk with
the foreman, like you're walking on eggshells until after Labor
Day.” It’s not just the body shop, either —it’s the whole plant,

We wonder —if" Local 15 and the International is willing to
let us suffer until Labor Day, what is going to be different after
Labor Day?

‘When we came back off the stike, every job had more work
put on it. I you had to put in a detonator on the forth floor, now
You got four other jobs besides, If yott had two guns in the body
shep, you got five, Then we supposedly got everything “'settled.”

But as soon as the jobs were settled, the company broke the
settlements and added more work &guin. How many people who
are reading this had your settement beoken, and more work put
on? How many have becn out on sick leave or missed time because
i you didn’t you would drop dead? And what about the job they
have on the forth floor that is impossible to do, and when they
want to get rid of a brother they put him on it?

How many have seen your commitieeman given time off
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if he {fights for you, but if he is no good he can sit up in the committes
room ail day, or cven get a foreman's job? How many of the women
have been foreed out of the plant, made to take early retirement
or disability hecauss of hasassment by management and pour
fepresentation by the union? How many people have seen on
paper the local settlement on your job on the production line?

" All our local agreements are just talk, you never get anything
in writing,

Do we have to call on SCLC and Rev. Abernathy to come
down here to Flectwood fo help us the way the sanitation workers
dig?

- DOWE HAVE TG GO ON WILDCAT THE WAY THE
SANITATION WORKERS DID? ) ’

WE ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE WE CAN COUNT ON TO
LOOK OUT FOR US. That is why we have to stick together, If
we dori't, we are going to be in chains for the rest of our days.

Even our children will be in chains.
~Fleetwood Revolutionary Workers Committee

No one can predict where the Black worker’s movement wilt go from
here, But in every plant and mill, workers are questioning everything,
searching for new ways to drive raclsm and anti-human conditions out
of the shops. As one worker said: “We've got no place to go, so we
might as well fight right here,” -

{
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Black Women '

Black wornen have given an added dimension to tha determination to “fight
right here," :

A young Black inzellectual in New York says:

" I'mnoet thoroughly convineed that Black Liberation, the way
it's been spelled out, will really and truly mean my iiberation. I'm ‘
rot so sure that when it comes time'to put down the gun’, that | won't
have a broom shoved in my hands, as so many of my Cuban sisters
-have. 1, and 1 alorie want 10 be the one to decide my life style now

and tomorraw; that’s why I sec Women's Liberation Struggle, asa necessary
and crucial co-existent struggle, I want to be sure that when’

the great day of liberation ccmes, ! won't then have to start

my own struggle for autonomy. ‘ '

By fighting for my liberation 18 a woman, I'm not draining

away anything from the Black Liberation struggle, because iny

gains made by me in my behalf, and on behalf of half the Black
population (womcen), is autonntically a gain for the entire race,

An older woman worker in Detroit puts'a different emphasis on the question;

I appears to me that we put too much concern on the Black
woman’s liberation as if the Black man has been liberated the same
as the white man, He hasa’t even, been liberated equally with the
white woman. | think (his is what we have to work out first. Take
the Woman Suffrage movement, It was mainly a white woman's
movemnent, strugyling for the right 1o vote, aithough it had got its
inspiration from the Black women and men in the Abolitionist nove-
ment, After they woy ihe right to vole, those white women seemed (o
hawe forgotten the Block struggle for liberation,

That dossn’t mean he Black women shouldn't fight against
their men, { don't think Black mcn should hoss women any more
than white men should. The reason Bleck men want ta be boss over
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their women is bocause tiat’s what white men do.

It was the slave master who institured the pattern of house-
waork for women, and mainly for Black women, Even though she
worked in tie fields with men all day, it was the woman who came
home to do all 1he cooking. washing, and keeping house. The siave
masters hiad shown this was the woman's job, so it became a part
of all men's thinking, and it was accepted by most Black women in
those days....’

Back in the old days when the white man kept the Black man
under his control, Black men were kept working so hard and pdid so
little that they couldn't treat their wives like the white wives were
treated. And the white man was glad to make his wile think he was
Treating her so much better then the Black man treated his wife.

* Lfelt the white women were more oppressed along social tines
in the South than anywhere in the world, und they still are 1o some
extent. '

To a domestic worker at Berkeley, the most important thing is the con-
ditions of work: t . . '

We arz in a struggle to get equal pay for equal work, We do the
same work s a cuslodian or 4 Janitor and we are asking to be re-
clussified us matrons and the janitors as custodiisns, The University
don't want to do this; they arc trying to pretend that we don’t do
the same work, The whole system recks with racism, Al the managers
are white. The white workers who are hired are put in a position where
they can make it ull year zround, They aren't given the part time work.
We had a couple of white maids, But they have always managed to put
them in a position where they oversee the Black worker. There seems
to he noend 1o the cutting of the number of Black wurkers and load-
the work onto those who stay,

U think the Women's Liberation movenent could play a heavy
role because the establishment wanis (o exploit the woman worker
and this is the way they have of doing i1, We have 2 double dose of jt
because we are Blick workers and we are Black women, They exploit
us both ways,

Black Women A Spacial Problem

Almost 68% of all domestic workers are Black, and domestic work is not
covered by minimum wage laws In the malority of states, Other Jobsin the
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so-called service industry, are exempt from labor law legislation. Thus, the
massive campalign for unionization by hospital workers in both New York
and Charlestan, had to deal not only with “winning” union recognition
from the employer, but also with fighting the state government 1o be allow-
ed to have a union at all,

The unemployment rate for Black women runs to 30% and 40% for certain
age groups. Young women, batween the ages of 16 and 24, have it the waorst,
In Detroit, the unemployment rate for them runs over 50%! Many women
who are able to find jobs are forced to work part-time — because that is all
that's availsble for them.

Here is the average income for Black women as a group, compared to other
groups in the labor force:

White Men - $7,080

Black Men 3,829
White Women . 3,380
Black Women 1,688 -

Many of the jobs which Black women can get pay so little that being on
welfare makes better.economic sense, The following is the story of a
welfar? mother in Detroit who 1ook a job as a hospital aide.

: 1 got off ADC (Aid to Dependent Children) when [ got the
chauce to get a job in a hospital here as an aide, My first day at work
was supposed 1o be spent observing and getting scquainted with the
hospital. But when the week was out, i was still confused about what
my roulines were supposed to be, beeause there was so much I was
expected to do, 1 could never scem to catel up.,

When the hospital is short of help because of absenteeism, which
is thiost of the time, those who come in are supposed 1o make up the
work of those who haven't. The work is very hard,

Right after Uhired in, [ asked an aide wha had been there longer
il there was a union in the hospital. She said thére was supposed to
lave been a union coming in since Marel and thiat whea she had hired
in at 1,60 an hour, they hud promised her a raise in two months. But
it never came. We aides still get $1.60 an hiour. -

[left ADC to tuke this job and my cheek isn't much more than
when § was on ADC, Tused 1o get §112 every two weeks: at the hos-
pital T get 8115 every 1wo weeks after deductions, With three ehildren
and myself to lake eare of  that doesn™ go very far,
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ADC mothers have special problems everywhere they turn:

in the Delroil area there has been a hig scandal about the way
the FHA inspectors approved homes at prices that are five times or
more what they are worth. The real estate companies have been buy-
ing old houses for $2,000 and reselling them 10 ADC mothers far
$10,000 or more, in slummy arcas. After the family moves in they
find out the wires are bad, the furnace is bad, the roaf louks, the
basement floods. Most of these women just don't know what 10
look for ... The real estate people know they are casy victims. And
now that the scandal kas been exposed, they will prubably just stop
the ADC mothers from being able to buy homes. This is something
Womesn's Liberation should work on.

Hungry in Every-Aren

Black women have had 1o be more agressive than white women
because we've often had to be the hicad of our families. But the welfarc |
system has really put Black fanulies in a bind, Many af the poor Black
men, even though they work, cannot suppuort their families because
‘they make <o little, Their wives usually have 1o £0 i0 domestic jobs to
get work. Even though the Black woman ig also poctly paid. she often
brings home more than the man, and she will be considered the head
of the family because that’s what she's heen forced to be. The welfare
system has made it even worse. The man has 1o move 7ight out of the
home so the women zan get more money far the children. Al this has
put Black women where they are. It is not good when al) the responsib.
ility of rearing a Family is on the mather. ’
Black people need to set up a different kind of structure

for family life than what we've seen the white people have, Because
their childien are telling us that the white structure has fiiled them,

We need to have man and woman as ¢quals, aot one dominating the
other. And we don’t need domination over fhe children, cither, No-
body can develop that way,

Racism is still the worst problem the Black mart or woman has.
The Black woman can't forget the Black man, because he hasn't
been liberuted either. '

Our people are hungry in every area.




Listen to a Black woman tel! of the time she was in the Black Panther Party:

Int this particalar Rlack Pantirer chapter in which ! was a member,
we sisters had a great amount of love and respeet for each other. This
cohesivencss was detectable during drill practice. When 4 sister misscs
or takes too many steps, or when some sisler is out of order, the squad
leader orders her to drop, and commense to do push-ups or sit-ups,
Other sisters would respond and drop too. ’

Love and respect was expressed in other ways, i-e., before diill
practice sisters would be sittitgon the steps and our sister who was
considered head of the women wonlg sumetimes greet us by kissing
2ll of us on the forchead. You may ask if the caplain or squad leaders
cver showed this type of affection. The znswer wuuld be no, not in
broad.dayiight, and in the open air where 1heit chauvinist natuje
could be exposed. .

_ Dril) practice was a challenge for both brothers and sisters, but
more so for the sisters, Drill practice required a tremendous amount
of discipline. This society hasn't guided her in (his ditection as well
‘a5 it has men. Its more of a matural conditioning for men hecause
some of them have served in the niilitary, and as Black men they have
toiled with the everyday prablenis of survival, Discipline, I feel
is a necessity in the Black Panther Farty. Many of my sisters have
had to toil twice or sometimes three times as hard as the brothers
1o achieve this Utopia; .

One afternoon during drill practice, the captain confronted
the sisters and told them his was informed by the brothers that
muny of the sisters witlin the chapter were oaly there to find
theniselves men and weren’t dedicated to the-cause. He went on
to say that many of the sisters were ‘paper ligers' (Mao’s defini-
tion of a counter-revolutionary), and (o go iook somewhere
else for husbands. This was painful. Along with many of the other
hang-ups within the chapter from a sister to brother perspective,
for the captain and brothers now to caricature our devotion to
the party and Black people in general, was disheartening as well
as chauvinist, ’

Later on that evening saveral of the sisters got to rapping and
expressing their feelings about what they were accused of. The sisters
knew that these accusations were prejudiced and that they did no
such thing to discredit their obligation 1o the party, Several of the
sisters took it very personally and resigned from the party, saying that
they were unable to keep-up with the male ty female confrontations
existing in that chapter. After that incident one by one, sisters were
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resigning from the party.,

Henceforth, I can conceive of a Black Women's Liberation, but
keeping in mind that the criteria needed for intiating this would be
different and separate from the white feminist groups, This would be
more of an awareness, a dialectic cohesivencss, 1 shouid not consist
of just u vanguard group of wamen telling other women how they
should feel, but a conglonieration of Black women expressing them-
selves and their problems, And by doing this, it should bring about the
love-and respect we have lost or never had for each other as sisters.
You can see how easy it is for the brothers to enhance some type of
rapport amang themselves ie,, handshaking and the everyday rhetoric
that they use,

" We sisters need 1o stop looking und reuacting lo each other in a
defensive or offensive manner and bring about some tyie of rappori
among ourselves by necessitating our love and respect {or each other.
This is onz way and the most imporiant way in which a Black Women's
Liberation orgunization can achieve jts fuliness of purpose.

Write on, Right on, and Fight on for Sister Lave! ‘

Not Black or White — ANl Human

A high scheoo) woman in Los Angeles puts it this way:

tdisagree that Black women should be over yielding and obedient
to their men because this makes life ‘simpler’. And 1 den't think it is the
*nature of women® to be submissive,,,

George Juckson wrote that the concept of the emancipated woman
isa white concept, but | think the iden of'de_!cg.-lling waomen to ¢hild-
rearing positions is more closely emulzting white society. In this sociery
people arc delegated to positions regardless of their personal aspirutions:
Blacks are delegated ta manual labor jubs, women are delegated to child-
rearing end housekeeping, and these pasitions disregard the gbilities of
people as human beings. . ' ’

At is dangerous 1o state what the Tunction of o human being is
going to be without considering what that human wanls to be,

I think 4 society, in order 1o be free, has to be bused upon the
ideal thai every liumap being is gaing to be encotraged and allowed
to develop his or her potential to the fullest.

A woman in San Francisco speaks 1o white women in the WL movement:

People have asked me, as a young Black revolutionary wonmn,
why Black wonien and third world women are not responding Lo
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the middle class Women's Liberation movement, or why they aren®t
in this movement. I would ke to {el them that Women's Liberation
was invented by Black women and third world women — only it
hasn't béen called Women's Liberation. It's just been called our daily
struggle, ’

Where we are in the revolutionary movement is very out front,
and elearly defined, We're in the movement, zlways have been, always
wilk be. And the next time you ask yourselves why you are nol reach-
ing Black wornen and third world women, ask yourselves also why
you're not reaching the evéryday working white woman in that
sweatbelt factary. Wow, will you be in for an cye-opencr,

Black women have varied opinions on the issue rajsed by the WL maove-
ment. Perhaps most controversial are the questions of abortion and birth
control. Some Black organizations have labelled these as genceide, as
have some women, but most women of both races are demanding the
right 1o decide for themssives if and when to have children, One Black
woman writes; ‘

We behieve that it is the inalicnable human right of every
wonnn ta control her dwn reproductive process. If she does not
"have this right, then her other tights of being a human being, a
self-determining person, lave been violated, Just as Black people
have been invisible people in the U.S,, women have heen invisible .
people all over the world for centuries. :

The following excerpt from the Statement on Birth Control by the Black
Women's Liberation Group in Mount Vernon, N, Y. is addressed 1o their -
“brathers”:

Now a lot of Black brothers are into the new bag. Black women
are being asked by militant Black brothers not to practice birth con-
trol becuuse it isa form of Whitey's committing genocide on Black
people, Well, true enough, but it takes two 10 practice genocide, and
Black wornen are able to decide for themselves, , . For us, birth
control is the freedom to fight genocide of Black women and child.
ren . . . Having too many babies steps us from supporting our

children, teaching them the truth, or stopping the brainwashing
a5 you say, and from fighting Black men who still want to use and

explait us, But we don’t think you're going to understand us be.
cduse you are a bunch of little middle-class people and we are poor
Black women. The middle-class never understands the poor beeanse
they always need to use them as you want to use poor Black women's
children to gain power for yoursell, You'll cun the Black community




with your kind of Black power — You on top! The poor understand
class struggle!

Internationa? Black Women

There is no problem on the world sceng — whether it refates 10 former
African slavery, current literature, unemployment, conditions of labor,
the family, the community ~ that daesn't enter inte this continuing
dialogue among Black women, and that doesn’t concern itself with what
is the future. When the first waman we quoted raised the question of
broems and guns, she was rightly critical of the Communist societies who
tatk a lot about freedom, but don't practice it, especislly to women, The
women have wound up asking whether we won't need @ 'second revolution
to achieve real liberation, :

As one young woman put it:

H

Most of the current literature on the Black revolution has
been centered around the Black male. He wants to share pawer with
white males. So what about the fate of Black and white women?

Are we 1o retain a secondary status? Take Ebony-magazine. They
had a special issue on the Black woman. A number of the articles
presented the contributions of Black women as heroines in Civil
Rights, in the arts, and professions, However the Ebony editoriat
must have felt they had to remind its readers that'the past is behind
us, the immediate goal of the Negro woman today should be the
establishment of a strong Family unit in which the father is dominant’.
Nonetheless, other Black militant writers have not felt af all inspired

- to even inention the contributions of their women. They always
refer to Black Powerin the terms of Black males,

We have lived under an intemational caste system at the top of
which is the ruling class, and at the bottom of which is the non-white
female. A good example of this caste status of women would be what
happened at the end of African slavery in the U.S. When the slaves were
given their freedom after the Civil War, the fomale slaves were included,
but when the right to vote was in question, the Black females had to
take a place beside the white females who were not allowed to vote,

The real iiberation of women is to sea them become active, to see
them express their deterinination jn society, to see them attain their
full dignity and to sce them take responsibilities and obtain decision
making positions, More and more women are awaking everyday to find
that collective strength and action will allow us to be free to build a
totally new, truly human society,
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South and North

The racism that Prevades the shops pervades every aspect of American
society. The question of busing has exposed how deep the cancer pen-
etrates North 2s well as South, Indeed, the North by now appears worse
than the South, because 10 its racism it has addad a total hypoerisy, Though
the South has made alt too litile progress, the North has actually retro-
gressed, : '

A Dutroit worker from Alabama says this: .,
I read an article in Ebony in which the wriler was feporting a
survey he made of the South, He felt nothing had changed, Al the
things that the Blacks have gone through for the past 10 or 12 years
‘haven't fundamentally changed anything, Well, we know that there
hasn’t been a total change. It hasn’t been a real revolution. But I think
if we don™t Tecognize the changes that have.been made through the
struggle of the Blacks
six years ago,

the people there were,

In Alubama, Lowndes County is one of the Jast places where
Black people were able to B0 to the polls to vote, Now they are be-
ginning to feel their strength in terms of voting and running the
county. In the elections last Novenmber, Blacks ran four candidates
and three of them got elected, This was the first time in history that
any Black person was ever elected to any county position,

John Hulett, the newly elected Black sheriff of Lowndes County, spoke of
that etection and the future:

We organized a political aclion committee to EO into the
community and seek people who could possibly win, I was asked
by the committee to run for sheriff. Blacks also ran for coroner,
Circult Court lerk, and member of the state House of Representa.
tives. We won the first three positions, Our candidetes for the House
ounty by a large margin but lost becauss of the
vote In the neiphboring county,
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We werc able to bring people together in our own area who were
willing to go out and do the leg work that was needed in our county.
Before the elections we hada hundred people working full-time in the
community, especially at night, holding mectings, giving educational
classes, conducting voting education projects 10 1ry (v muscle up
enaugh strength to win the election. We were able to arouse some of
our students who encouraged our adults to go to the polls on election
day. We organized car pools to carry people, babysitters, and people
who stayed at home to make telephone calls.

Now that we have won the clection, the people who supported
us are looking for changes, especially in law enforcement. 1 feel that
we will have to produce, in order lor the Black people and the white
people 1o continuc to support the Black leadevship.

There are going to be some changes as far as having a Black cor-
cner is concerned. | can remeinber a few incidents where we knew
people had died aczidental deaths, but the coroner refused to sign
the papars that they were accidental. We think he was tied in with
the insurance companies.

As for the clerk of the Cireuit Court, Black peeple don’t have
too much cantact with the court, but | feel just the idea of having
Black people in the courthouse is going to make a change. Blucks
will feel freer about coming to use it, And the white courthouse
persannel will realize they have to change their trealment of Blacks
or risk not being reclected. - .

Canscious Black Force
Itisn't the “vote” that has become so important. [t is that the.vote made

Blacks conscious of their sirength as a Black force which they are only just
baginning to exercise, :

From a student in Nashville, Tennessee, comes this report:

The Black students at Fisk and elsewhere i Nashville have
formed an of f campus scheal called the *People’s College” which serves
the purpose of politically educating Black college students and pro-
viding a place to analyze and participate in the movements in the
community,

Quiginally designed only for college students, plans are now to
include political education classes for high school students and local
workers, Evenfually we hiope to form a United Black Student Front
encompassing all Black college students from local colleges, Block and
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white students from the focal high schools. .

As for the community itself, Black people in Nashvilie are
presently boycotting white business as a lever to alleviate some in-
justices suffered by Blacks in this city. The Black Community
Conference (a coalition of organizations) is spearheading this struggle
and has held Saturday marches for four or five weeks. Students have

. participated vigorously in these marches and have gained some valuable
practice. ) .

The emphasis of progressive Black students is to become involved
‘in the community and its struggle and not to become: divorced inteliectual-
ly and spiritually, The present boycott gives us a chance to do just that,

Meetings have bieen held this year to organize [oeal Black workers
in area plants as part of the nation-wide revolutionary lack workers' -
movement, This is new in Nashville beeause previvusly Black workers
haven't been organized. ' _

Students here feel, however, that Rlack workers should organize
independently at first because of the peculiar position Blacks as a
community occupy in this society. . .

As for Lhe movement itself, T can’t claim to speak for everybody
at Fisk, but there seems to be o need nation-wide for a eniting of
revolutionary theory and practice to move the Black masses as during
the eariy *60', ‘

The Panther split is a ense of the lack of this merger and an
elitism that moved away from the masses and engaged in a dangerous
worship of charismatic leadership reminscent of the ‘cult of personality’
-of Stalin; The beliefin a Messianic-type leader in the Black community
is a hang up from the movement of the “60's thal the Black niasses

- cannot afford. I for one hope that progressive Black workers' move-
ments do not engage in elitism or vanguardism. Progressive students
here will support the workers movement whole-heartedly and will
participate in their struggles,

The Blark youth columnist for News & Letterswrote from his campus at
East Lansing to a Black student at another unhiversity:

Last spring, during the antl-war protests, we should have had
a display of unity, but it fel} apart, because the white students went
to one or two people in the Blzck organization and asked them what
they thought thought the masses wanted to say sbout Cambodia ete,
The white students never bothered to ask the mass of Blacks what they
wanted to say, all because these brothers tat themselves be wsed as
‘token Negroes',
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From last year up to now, it’s been all downhill, The Black
United Front (BUF) together with the Front to Combat Fascistn
(which is Maoist}, sponsored Huey Newton and the Panthers last fail.
Not only was the arganization of the talk washed up ( the security
was tight enough to keep you from going to the bathroom, and it
was not revealed until the day itself on stage— that most whites paid
more than Blacks for the tickets), but both Blacks and whites walked
out on Huey, partly in protest of the above and because of dis-
agreement with Huey's picce. The BUF hasn't gotten mass support
since that day in November, although they still exist as the'vanguard
of the people: on this campus, along side of several other groups of
Blacks, all playing polemics with euch other instead of the Man.

{ don't know whethér you happen to have read the history of
that total liberation philosophy Marx originated in his day when he:
participated in workers' revolutions as well as helping the Abolitionists
and Black labor in the Civil War in our country. But Marx worked
out his philosophy not only against capitalism and racism, but in
distinction from a2}l other ‘so-called communist and socialist ideas,
The first thing Marx did was to make a distinction between vulgar

communism and genuine liberation which meant being whol: men
and women. This is why he called his philasophy originally ‘a new
Humanism.” How right he wus! For we now see that the vulgar,
communisra has become the state-capitalisni of our age in Russia
as well z¢ in America and China where the ruling burcaucracies sit
around and figure out countless ways to talk out of both sides of
their mouths while extracting more surplus labor from the workers,
giving out a measly 12 cents to equate the *cost of living’, and
continually wave the spectre of unemployment, concentration
camps and bombs und death in your face.

This is one of the many reasons why News & Letters is
unique. The fact that we advocate Black and white solidarity in
{abor and in having seen Black masses as touchstone of American
civilization does not behoove us to chant songs as the Panthers,
Maoists, Communists, Trotskyists and other factions, Why not, instead
of quoting from ‘the little red book’, not read Marx himself and on
that foundation work out for our age, an native soil as well as with
world ties, and by listening to the voices from below, the unity of
theory and practice, philosophy and revolution, so that thinking
and dolng will never again be separted and we will all live truly
human lives?

Elliott Douglass
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The Indian Movement

From the invaticn of Alcatraz in 1870 to the liberation of Woundsd Knee
in 1973, the Indian movement for freedom and dignity has awakened

the whole warld, Today there are the new voaices of Indian factory workers
occuping their reservation sweatshops, and of urban Indians demanding

a new kind of education. It is tima the voices of this movement were
heard in their own words.

Wounded Knee—'Why We Are There'

An Cglala Sioux woman, a resident of the Pine Ridge reservation on which
Wounded Knee is located, left the occupation there in April 1973 to
raise support on the outside, Here is her story: ’

The Federal government has 14, Armored Personnel Carners
(APC’s) blackading Wounded Knee. There are close to 500 rharshalls
now. The APC's come up and shoot right into these houses; where
there are little children that play in the streets. The old man
who has the serious head wound was unarmed, prebably sleeping,
when bie was shot. :

A eouple of residents of the village; John Husman and

.Woody Richards, set up thelr awn personal roadblack, in 2ddition
" to the Federal roadblocks. They cluimed they represented the
residents of Wounded Knee. They were stopping medical supplies anid
fuod. A woman there with sugar diabetes needs insulin, but refuscs
to leave because it’s her home and she'is behind our oceupation,
We want people to know that the residents of Wounded Knee do not
back Jolin Husman and Woody Richiards, All families on the outside
trying tu get back into Wounded Knee have written a petition
stating that. The unly one who is really backing their roadhblock
is Dick Wilson, the tribal president.

Dick Wilson is trying to sny that ihe American Indian
Movement {AIM} is outside agittors, when it is the Oglalz Sioux
people who are rying to be heard. We are all in support of |
Wounded Xnee. The first time the Oglala Sioux people knew anything
about AIM wus when Raymond Yeliowthunder was killed in Gordon,
Nebrasku, After thot, we knew that if we ever had any trouble we
could ask them to support us.

P e e ey e -
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Our civil rights movement called in AIM, They were trying
to get Dick Wilson out. The tribal council's hands were tied because
of intimidation by Wilson and his goons, We met with the tribal |
elders and district presidents, and everyone voted for AIM, We
needed a bigger place tv meet, so we went into Wounded Knee and
touk over the trading post and the church. That's how it started.

1 was in Pine Ridge back on the day of Wilson's clection.
He fumnished free booze, cars and gas to people that would vote
for him. Even then e had a goon squad, saying. *“You better vote
for Wilson ur else,” Wilson has never done anything to create
employment for the peaple to help themselves. He is sitting up
there ke a dictator. None af the things he has done were passed
by the tribal council. To me, Richard Wilson and Richard Nixon
coull be thesame person, . .

When we came oGt of Wounded Knee we wera picked up by
the Bureau of Indinn Affairs police. Two of them tried to serve
me with a court order 10 get ofT the rescrvation, It said: “All
non-residents of the Pine Ridge reservation', . " They were going
Lo serve me with it and I'th a resident,

The government is 1rying to smother why we are there,

. They say the leaders are fighting among themselves, What leaders?

We're all there tugether, We feel they are our spokesmen, yes.
But leaders—like somebody who stands there and says “do this,
do that” -no. : .

All these years they've been pushing us into a corner.
They can't 12ally push us any further, Ali the people who believe
something should be done ubout the injustices are finally uniting,
We are fighting for the treaties that lave been broken through the
yeuts; and not only {rying to get Dick Wilson out, but all the
Dick Wilsons throughout the country.

"The First Time We Ever Knew Freedom'

In May 1973, after the oceupation ended, a Lakota woman who particlpa{ed
in thae liberation of Wounded Knee told what it meant to her:

The Longest war that the U.S, government has ever waged
has been against the American Indians, The war has never ceased.
In the year 1973 from February 27 10 May 8 there was the [ndependent
Oglala Nation, established within the boundaries of the State of
South Dakota, U.8.A. No United States officials had any power within
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the borders of this new nation. This tiny piece of land was sur-
rounded by United States troops, armored personne) cacriers, heli-
copters, a daily barrage of bullets, and a blockage of ull medical
and food supplies,

For the first time in many years, the Oglala people
could organize themselves according to their ancient spiritual
values and ways of fife- the Indian way. We were free! It wus the
first time sve had ever knows: freedom. We ran a hospital, a school
for our children; we had a common conumissary, and we ran our own
seeurity force to enforce our borders. For 71 days there was power
in the hands of the Indian people. Men and women stood side by side
in the kitchen, in the bunkers, on patrol, in the hospital and in
the constant negotiations with the United States government, The
governing body of the Oglala Independent Nation consisted of cvery
resident. .

*Farced to Berome Like White Peopie’

The new Indian revolt that reached its high point at Wounded Knee sparked
new activity among Indians in the cities as well. An Ojibway who lived
most of her life In Detroit spoke to a Civil Rights gratp thore on the

Indian condition:

What we conténd with in Michigan, Wisconsin and Oatario

is becouse we assimilated a very fong 1ime ago here. Our mindsare .
* nol Indidn minds anymore, This is what our young people are abject-

ing 10, My mother brought us froni the reservation to Detroit when

[ was four years old because she felt we veould have 3 better chance.

She could not forsee the unhappiness and rebellion 'we were going Lo

go through in not knowing who we are.

Anericant Indian people living in urban areas identify very
strongly with what is happening with the Alaska pipeline or the
Black Mesas of the Southwest. Black Mesa is on the Navajo reserva-
tion. Some years ago land was leased to a mining company, At that
lime an agreement was made that they were only to stay (here so -
long. Now they won’t leave. They are killing all the plant life.

The sheep, catile and the 1ish can't live there, )

Now there is talk of building industsial plants there.

The Indian people just have to get out of the way, To construct
these things shows the misplaced values of the gencral suciety
taday: love your brother, but step on him when it's convenient
to get what you want, -
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We have seen priests and missionarics, by their very
presence, divide families. We have seen structures built—churches
that cast millions—and our people are iiungry and children die of
malnutrition. Many Indian familics were tomn apart as children
were forced into mission schools 300 or 400 miles away, to become
like white peaple. This is why, while we feel that education is
helpful *. a degree, we don't feel we should be forced into it at
the price of our own culture,

Shiprock-—-Sweatshops on the Reservations
by Shainope Shcapive, Yankton Sioux

In the 1950's there was a move 1o relocate lndiuns to
cities where they could be trained fur faclory jobs. The idea was
-1o get rid of the reservations. bt didn't work. Indians started
coming back to their reservations. They couldn’l see any gund
coming from working in swet shops for very law wages in big
cities. It was too much to ask us 1o leave our homes and change our
way of life for vinually nothing, '

Then they tried the idea of developing small (actories
on and around reservations. The Fairchild Camera and Instrument
Plant in Shiprock, New Mexico was the model by which other smaller
factories were built. The BIA told my family that we could make as
much as fen thousand dollars a year. We and a lot of other families
thought pretty seriously about moving there. - '
In the beginning Fairchild hired about 1500 peocple. Then
they started laying them off. The pay wrned out to be hetween $2
and 33 an hour, Working and living condlitions were bad and the hours
were long. With the last layoff of 160 peuple, the workers at
Fairchild taok the plant over. This takeover couldn't have happened
before Wounded Knee. The awareness thai the American Indian Move-
ment brought us by helping us to organize and work together has
made it possible for Indian workers 10 strike.

Workers at other small laciories like the one on my own
rescrvation at Fort Totten can learn from the close of the Fair-
child plant. The federa! government subsidized the wages, and when
that subsidy ran out the plant wis going to cluse and the work
moved to anather fucility in Korea where they pay 12 eents an hour.

The strike at Shiprock was a new expression of our unwill-
inguess to put up with the unfalr treatment that we have recelved
2t the hands of the white man, The owners of the Fairchild plant
closed it ruther than dual with the workers, Bul we'need 1o remember

~44- 4'70'7




that by working together we have credled a force that has (g be
listened 10. We have strengthened our pride in ourselves,

Where Do We Go Now?
by Shainape Sheapwe

From the time that | was a clild 1 wys taught by my
teachers in boarding schouls 1¢ acl, speak and to think fike
a white man, The reservation Indians were used as‘cx::mplcs of huw
hard it could be if | did not assimilate. ) :

P left the reservation when { wys 19, ) didn’t keep in
Louch with people or happenings there, so that when my relatives
started to talk aboug different tribes of ldians banding together
to deal with probléms, 1 didn’ realize this was 4 serious move
toward warking rogether, But this was the req) beginning of the
American indizn Movement, -

At the time of the occupation of Wounideq Knee, most
Indians were feeling a new sense of self-respect and a pride in
our heritage, The spirit of togetherness af that time willge
a long way towargd keeping the Mmovement slive, The American Indian
Movement braught both urban ang reservation Indiaas together in
the struggle at Wounded Knee. 1t brought men ang Wweren togeiher
Not only in daing the work but in making major decisions,

Now AlM is in trouble, There ape problems in comminica.
tion. Members of AIM are complaining that is hard 19 get in
totch with the leadership, Sometimes weo've been made to feel that
our fdeas are wortly very linle, :

When we learned in the newspapers that Douglas Durham
had been working as an agent for the FBi for uver (wo Years, many
of us were shovked that it had gone on fur so long. But it is not
surprising that the kovernmes would choose 1hig form of oppression,

Durham said \hat jn order o get through 1o the AlM
teadership, people had o go through Lim first, 1 think itis wrong
tor uny mavement 1o make one man so important to 1. We have fos fes
our leaders kitow thar we won't Become involved in the kingd ol
intrigues that Durham described ty the press,

In the ealy days of the Black civil rights Movement,
Indians were encouraged 1o be a part of it, Rubery Burnett on the
Rosebud! Sioux reservation. in particutar, felf thm we could learn
by participating in some of the civil righs activities. When | was
12,y sister and | wee part ol a delegation from North Dakota whe
went to Munlgumcry. Alabama 10 support the bus boyeatt, Years luter,
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there were Black people at Wounded Knee, and it was good to have
their support. They, of all people, know what it 15 to fight for
freedom and civil rights. :
Where do we go now? Since there is a trend 1oward
building small factories on and around reservations, | would like
to see AIM encourage and assist the workers in the struggle for
the rights we know they should have, It won't be an easy fask.
Some of the initial enthusiasm that was felt at Wounded Knee is
gone. That's natural, but we can't allow that reaction io keep us
from fighting for our wants and needs. .
"Teday, iwo years after Wounded Knee, Dick Wilson is still
in power. Thete have been 14 murders on Pine Ridge and people are
.afraid. This is one reason why we have to keep the movement going,
" I think the most important secomplishment we have made is not that
we have found ways to make the white man listen to us, but that
we have created a new awarcness of our own strength and ability,




The Chicano/Latino Struggle*

For the Latino in the U.S, whether native born, from Mexico or other
Latin American countries, or from Puerto Rico, the question of freedom
has the dimensions of cuMure and tanguage as well as labor in factory and
fleld, of a relationship 1o 2 continent as well as tn a barrio,

In the Southwest the Chicano Maratorium of 1970 and the early farm-
workar struggle have been landmarks in the mavement for seif-determina-
tion.** But their full richness has baen as prologue for what has been
happening over the past five years. The new thought and activity they set
In motion are cverywhare. The manifold new voices are speaking aut in
Spanish and English,

" The Recovery of Culture

Many Chicanas feel that their culture, which Anglo socisty has for 5o long
tried to degrade and keep hidden, Is central to their mavement., Thus
alternative schonls, such as Casa de la Raza and the Emiliano Zapata Street
Academy, which emphasize Chicano culture, have been asiablished, A
‘young Chicano who participated in such a schoo! speaks of how he sees
culture as a unifying force: R
The Chicano movement without its culture would be nowherte,
I consider the start of the movement when Cesar Chavez- started
organizing farmworkers, and it then spread to the schools and the
community. Whal moved it was precisely culture. There was a great
loss of self-concept among Chicanos and Mexicanos. The schools
were teaching acculturation into the white culture, and young Chi-

*In the Southwest one hears the words Chicano and La Raza. In other areas
the word Latino is often used. Wa are using Chicano/l.etino to speak of
that movement for self-determination both within the U,S. and in Latin
America,

**For a discussion of thesa events see e first adition of Black, Brown and

Red News & Lettors (1972}
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canos weren't learning Spanish, and were losing communication
between grandparents and their hevitage. Many Chicanos started
secing that this mehing pot theory wasn't working for Chicanos, that
their very color was a point of reference For racism against us. So our
race and culture becamne a bind that brought us together. I became
active in the movement becuuse of my culture.

The fight for rediscovery of culture has brought the Chicano movement
inte a clash with white socfety including white academia. At a number of
colleges demonstrations by Chicanos have taken place. A young instructor
‘at Califonia State University at Los Angeles details a recent fight over
threatened cutbacks in the Chicane Studies program:

These have been many special -ethnic study programs and
centers thur have had their funding cut recently. At Cal, State it
came i 2 sligitly different form. We have had a nember of indepen-

" dent programs such us the Economic Opportunilies Program (EOP),
the PINTQ program, which enrolled ex-inmates who are Chicanos
and helped them survive academically and inancially, and Model
Citles, taking students from (he community who do not ordinarily
qualify academically and giving them special hielp. Up until now
many of these programs were student initiated and student con-
trolled. But .suddenly .the administration decided to umbrelly these
PrORrums intu a single program controlled by an adinistrator selec-
ted by the university. This was o step in getting control of all the
student programs which they could then direct and eventinally could
even cul them out. . .

We began a fight 1o keep control; to have the students and not
the administration control the programs. We had several rallies ynd
demonstrations, There was 2 kind of sit-in at the last and most
important demonstration, with fifty students going upstairs into the
president’s office and refusing to leave uniil they got meeting,

The president- agreed to speak wiil represenlatives ol the -
student programs but the issue isn't sertled, Iy facl we were some-

- whal disappeinted with the -first meeting with the president and
other administrators beeause they didn't seem to really listen. There
Was never any commitiment, never any drawing buck Trom their
previous position of seeking to control those programs. This Is where
it is now, : .

It involves mare than Chicao education. Previously many of
the minority arguniztions on campus were rather separate, In EQP
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there were two components, Bluck and Chicano, which worked
rather separaiely. For the first time it was alf ethnics really joining in
the common issue, It was not just Chicanos demonstrating, or
Blacks: it wis other ethnic groups and that was a growth in political
sophistication to me.

You know, seversl years ago the Watts Riot and the Chicano
Moratordum uprisings occurred. 1t was this community activity that
carried over to the university. After some of these upheavals, the
admimstration saw that it had to grant some of the requests that the
students were making like for the Equal Opportunities Program. So
these were granted. Now we haven't had a Watts Riot or another
Chicanc uprising in quile o while. So what is happesing is that the
gains made because of the people’s activity are now cut back by the
adniinistrators who o fonger fect threatened. This is an attempt to
take back some of the gains that the people had gotten and that is
whiy it is so important to maintain some of these programs. They are
not the ultimate answer, but they are important steps.

Iri ihe Chicano commmmity words like revolution and Marxisin
are trigger. words. One of the ways to start o fight in the community
hus been io mention a word like Marx. Maybe some of this is
because of the influence of the Catholic Church and old doginas.
And ulso the way some who have spoken of Marxism have Inter-
preted it. So I see that there is a need to clarify what Maix is because
it has heen so purposely miscanstrued. The cducation that has to

* take place in‘order to clarfy @ person such as Marx is not so much
this question of anti-religion, as 1 and many others are anti-institu-
tionalized-religlon, but (o redefine Marx us a humanist, Chicanos are’
basically humanists.

La Raza Women

The humanism of the Chicano movement has brought forth many new
voices, among them La Raza women. A yaung Chicana speaks:

La Raza women ure very obscure within what is already an
obscure minodty. It is difficult 1o tell you specific things that La
Ruza women have done, for just as the women's movement had to
find its heroines under the dusty pages of history, La Raza women
have had to do the same thing,

Recently there has been the Farah strike, The fact that most
of the workforee was Chicano and women and that the strike was so
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effectively waged is a matter of pride. The cannery workers have
always included many Chicunas. There have alwiays been a lot of
active women in the farmworkers, ,

There ure several reasons why as la Rava women we've
decided to organize separately ffom the men. For instance, 1've read
articles on the Farzh strike written by La Raza men who said
absolutely nothing’ abont the preponderance of women in that
strike--and we resent thut. ) -

To organize scparately also gives us a betler bargaining posi-
tion. If you have 3 solid base and some show of sirength you get a
lot farther than by just asking. We asked already and it didn't
happen. Wien people have been robbed of their identities they get
together with themselves until everyane can.develop so they den't
get stepped on, .

There is 1 certain brand of machismo that everyone knows
exists in La Raza households that’s very difficult to break vut of, I'd
like to say that this is on the decline, but | don’t see it. | think it's
-becoming much more diplomatic and cevert, but it's not leaving,

We also organize sepurately from the women's movement
because we don’t want to get lost in there eithier. In the women's
mavement we all understand euch other to # certain extent, but on
the other tiand the Anglo feminists haven's all-lost their vestiges of
racism. I have always Telt the little bit of condescension they have
toward La Raza women hecause of the famiily issue, because of the
muachisma, 2nd because many of us sl hold to traditional eultural
things. : :

. You mighl have heard some La Raza and Black women suy,
“We can’t join the feminist movement, we have Lo struggic along side
the men we're related 1o in terms of ruce and culiure,” .

-1 had to go through 1 lot of things 10 get that together in my
mind, In one sense that's true and cusy 1o understand, for La Razn
organizes around the whole culture, but it doesn™t make any sense
that there isn’t enough room for us, To say you can't be a La Ruza
aclivist becuuse you're a feminist or viee versa is doing a greal
disservice. T think you can make a stranger commitment in terms of
where you think you might be most useful, but i you're contending
with one oppression over fiere gnd yet allowing another one to exist
aver there, it Is not intellectually honest or even useful,




In Field ...

The voice of the Chicara has also heen very important within the United
Farmworkers Union struggle to organize. Two women members speak of
the fields and the union: - ’

My father joined with Cezaur Chavez belore there was even a
union and we became members In 1963, We fought From 1965 (o
1970 when we wan our first contract, When we got the contracts we
noticed a lot of difference by having the union in the fields. The

" foremen have to respect. the wnjon. IT they were 1o lay off sume
petson now, they have to tell the union officer the reason, Before
they would just say; “No more work for you.” .

Before the union the pay was $1.05 an hour. With the union it
is 52 an hour, but still wilk only one working we could not make it
When we didn't have a-union, even the kids had to wuwrk in the
fields, At five years old they were in the field alreudy, The union has
a regulution now that says they have to be 16 and over to work in
the fields. Now there are children again working in the scab fields,

The seab people working with the Teamsters Union are going
ta be the sae as before the UFW, They do not get paid what they
are supposed to get, Those Teamsters don't care about those people,

. They only cared sboul them when we were on the picket line. That's
when litey protected ihe people. They told us not to talk to then.

When we were working by contractors--men who get contracis
from people to work in the fiekd—if they liked one of the women,
they went after her, The women had no freedom. If a conlrictor
liked u woman and ske didn't listen to him, do what he wanted, he
wouldn't give her any work. There are no contructors with our
union. There are golng to be a lot of contractors back with the
Teamsters. That is one reason we fight them.

A young Chicano currenlly working in the city further ducuments the
"Factories in the Fialds":

I've worked in the ficlds since 1 was 14, harvesting lettuee,
celery, strawberries, green beuns, tomaloes, apples, artichokes,
chives, potatoes, and others, The majority of time | worked in
fettuce and celery around the Watsonville-Salinus area of Califomnia, 1
worked for the infamous Bud Antle, who ut one time was the Targest
lettuee grower, and who has always been o big scab against the UFW,
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| recently found oul that they liad the Teamsters there ever since |
worked there, but we never knew i1 It's like heing in the union
without ever knowing you're in it.

The ¢ompany had what they called “bonuses,” which meant if
yuu worked five days a week or more, you'd get SI,50 per hour, but

if you worked less than five days, you'd only get $1.40 per hour. i
think the minimum at that time was S1.45 per hour, so I don’y know
If that was legal. | did as much work at 14 a5 adults did, There were
many young kids working in the felds, because the family had to
exist..I'd get out of schuol dnd po straight to work, and work
full-time in the summer,

I remember one old man I mei in the fields. He had used cf
cortite, the short-handled hoe, all his life, and he was about 70 years
old then. He stood und walked with a stooped posture, e could
never straighten up. | worked with el cortito when 1 was a youngster,
in the prime of life, and [ was exhausted every day after work, yet
this man was still out in the flelds in his seventies. I (hink of this
man whenever I hear about farmworkers,

I'started working at the taif end of the Bracero program, which
was bringing Mexican workers in to pick erops, | remember when
they braught Braceros into our field, they would move them 1o the
opposite end from where we, the locals, were, so we wouldn't talk o
them. They would push these people to work faster than us, being
very cruel to them, and they’d get paid half what ‘we goi. Wi ali
thought “I'nt sure glad I'm not a Bracero,”

The people in the labor camps, who came from other parts of
the state, weré aiso treated unjustly. The focais and thé labor camp
people used to ride together and work together. One day when we
were laking a lunch break, after thinning and hoeing lettuce, the
labor camp people were taking the bag lunch that the company
prepares. When they opened the bag, ail there was was two slices of
bread with 2 piece of Jatiuce In between. We told them. “Look,
they're taking money out of your check for room and board, you
should complain to get a beiter lunch.” Afierwards they went fo the
manager and complained, so the man took them out 1o’ lunch angd
promised things would be better. Fram then on they gol a slice of
baloney in between. It makes me mad to think of all the money the
compuny was making off’ the labor camp pecple. We locals had it
better, but conditfons were still bud. Bad equipment, no sunitary
facilities, and If you stood around or talked, they'd get on your case,

Ad that time you didn't distinguish between Chicano workars
and Mexican immigrant workers. La Migi, the Border Patrol, was
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always coming around to the fields. You could always tell when they
were coming, since you could hear the helicopter, and see the green
trucks moving up the road. There was 3 lot of solidarity between the
U.S. cilizens and the undocumented workers., If there were unidocy.
mented workers in the field when La Migra came, they would run
and jump between the rows of celery, where they couldn’t be seen.
The rest of us would gather around, and when the man asked 1o see
our papers, somebody wouldn’t have theirs on them and everybody
clse would start joking “Take him, take him!" That would relax the
‘tension and take the attention off the undocumented workers,

Undacumented Workers

With the active organizing of a farmworkers unfon the position of undocu.
mented workers has bacome o taging dispute both within the farmworkers’
union, where many have openly urged ealling in the immigration officials
—La Migra—to clear the vndocumented workers out of a field during a
strike when other tactics do not work, and in the Chicano movement as a
‘whole where activists working to protect the rights of undocumented
workers against palice-state tacties of La Migra, are refusing to werk with
the farmworkers union. To these activists, calling La Migra means that one
part of the Latino mavement is using a police agency against another part
of the Latino community, Two Chicanos, ane working with the farm.

workers during A strike in the lenion fiellds of ‘Arizona, and one experi-
encing’La Migra in his neighborhood, give their views:

The strikers have been stationing themselves at various places
to talk to workers crossing from Mexico. They can't see at night, but
they keep on hlluuling about not breaking the strike. In one case, 6
people did not cross, but waited uniii moming because they wanted
to find out what was hiappening. The strike was explained, and they
didn't take the jobs. They were willing to go to another place to try
and find a job, . o ’

" When | went to help in the strike, I didn’t want to be in the
position of a “pig,” but to explain the situation 1o people coming
acrass the border. Many had come from way south in Mexico after
they had heard that there was good work. We talked about the
whole struggle and all the time it had taken 10 try and get decent
wages and decent working conditions. I pointed out that I don't care
if 2 person comes from north, south, east or west, A person who
crosses the picket line Is o scob, und I hoped many of them would
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not play that role. Those who tumed away said that it was great that
we were getling together and could stand up to the police.

I blame the government of Mexico for not saying there is a
cause, a struggle over there that we should help, T feel that the
Mexican Revolution has been betrayed, and that is why the govern.
ment is not helping in these strikes. The people are coming from far
away to be cxploited. They are jumping from the frying pan into the

* fire, We should not be dealing with this as Chicano vs. Mexican, but
with the smuggier, the grower, the government.

Harassmenis by police and Immigration officials occur cvery
day in one barric or another: People are often stopped on the street
and questicned about their citizenship status. La Migea's style of
questioning is usually aggressive and abusive, making a person feel

“like a criminal. La Migra often detains and deports people who are
legal citizens of the U.S. In my neighborhood a young man who was
bon: in the U.5. was arrested and deported because he couldn’t
speak Englisic. Immigration agents asked for identification papers,
and then atrested him when he didn't present any. The yeung man’s
maother appeared on botly Spanish- and English-language television to
explain the situation before her son was eventually retumed.

The most devistating experience for the immigrant is the
raid-a common occurrence in ‘my neighborhood. One particular
incideni took place during a massive immigration sweep. 1 saw
several car-loads of immigeation agents stop 2t an apartwent build-
ing, rush into an apartiment, and within minutes, whisk away abotit
seven peisons. [ can -understand the terror many people [eel after
witnessing the Gestapo-ike tactles of that raid.

I personally believe that the so-called “problem™ of Mexican
aliens will never be resolved until the economic systems of both the
U.S. and Mexico are so transformed that there will be no need for
existenice of an “illegal alien,” '

" Within the confines of a farm strike in progress, of a difference of wages
between the U.S. and Mexico of five and ten to one, of a tacknologically
underdeveloped land and a capitalist giant, but most especialty within the
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confines of ihe unfinished revolution in the U.S. and i Mexico, there lies
no simple solution, It requires a more comprehensive answer which wa
shall return to later in this chapter and in the appendix 1o this pamphlet,

... and Factory

Itis not alone in the fields whore the dimensions of class and race and’sex
coms together to make a leap forward in the movement for fiecdom, The
Latino struggle is now recognized as being in the factories 100, as with the
Farah strike where the workers were B5 percent wamen and 95 percent
Chicano, The super exploitation of documenied and- undocumentead
" Latine workers continues in the low paying sweatshops throughout the
Southwest, in the hotels and in restaurant clean-up jobs. And it is not

canfined to the Southwest. The Latine dimension is nationwide. In Naw
York it can ke seen in the conditions that Puerta Rican and other Latin

American workers experience, A garment worker in New York writes of
the conditions in his shop:

Noble Knit Mrg. is corrupted. This is true in many different
wiys. When vou've got a friend or a pretty [ace, the bosses protect
you, and someone else has to produce for you, That's the story of
our class, warkers, We have to swoat while they are on Pompana
Beach, and they blame us if they don’t get millions in profiis.

Noble is a corporation owned by white Americans. They try to
keep all the Toretmen white so they stay in coinplete control ugainst
the workers. They don’t want Latins to be in that position, as they
might get too close to the workers. '

And it’s not just that they won't hire Latins with education.
There are men who've been doing the job fur many years and know
it inside out, who could be put in charge. Instead, they hire some
young guy whe knows nothing about the Jjob but is the same race,
maybe a family frend, and is a fiunky of the bosses and enemy of
the workers, ' . : -

The union, Local 158, Knitgoods Workers (ILGWU), works
together with the bosses to exploit the workers. Generally they only
want the dues every month. For cxaruple, they keep people working
two weeks, then off two, instead of laying off, so they can keep
collecting dues from each miserable paycheck, which is not enough
to live on.

Conditions of work are very poor. For example there hus been
no hot water in the sinks since about 1965, They save money by
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this. They don’t care about the workers. We want people {o know

the situation of how they treal us. They lreat us like animals, or

slaves. The wages are slave wages, only instead of working on a
" plantation, we work in a building.

Latinos and Latin America

Recently a Latin American socialist commented that he had seen in the
U.S. a new dimension of-Latin America when ha saw first-hand the
Chicanos oppuosing their position in the U.S,, the most advanced capitalist
country in the world. The other side of this dimension is the activity of
Latin American masses to frea their countries of both the octopus grip of
the United States and their home grown ruling class. An Uruguayan
woman'writes of what is happening in her country: '

Uruguay has been 2 dependent country almost all of its life.
We were a former colony of Spain frum whom we liberated nurselves
after u period of revolution. Then came England, which controlled
our economy and thercfore our politics. Then came the United
States, At fust it showed a fake face of brotherhood. Qur big
brother was helping the underdeveloped countries to stand on their
feel: This was and is a Jie.’Once the Uniled States controlled our
economy ecither by owning whole sectors of production or by
lending money, its real face started appearing. As the post-war
capitalist world developed, an cconomic crisis began. '

Ten years ago the bus fare was approximately one-fourth of a
peso. Today it is about 75 pesos. Together with the economic crisis
carme the political crisis, We now saw that the United States was not
our brother and that our own ruling class was completely corrupt,
Honest politicians started resigning and a new mass movement
started—the Tupamaros. )

The Tupamaros played a very impaortant role in denouncing
the corruplion and organizing people in opposition 1o it, There werz
then years of fighting anJ organizing, of talking and suffering. But in
some ways they separated themselves from strong contacts with the
waorking class. Then they exccuted four members of 2 government-
controlled execution group~Escuadron de la muerte—created by
Dan Mitrione, an instroctor in torture sent by the U.S. In response
the government declared a state of war in order to crush the
Tupamaros. The mililary coup gave the president the role of dic-
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dator. destioved  the cmminder of “democracy,” sholished  the
Senate and House of Representatives, closed newspapers and TV
stations and declared unions illegal.

Thus 10day we face both a crushing dictatorship and contin-
ued dependency on the United States. The revolutionary forces have
leamed the need for new and living contacis with the working class
from which the mass movement will arise, We also leamed the
necessity ol a closer welationship with revolulionary movemenis in
neighboring countries,

We have a message to the ruling class and to imperialism: No
matter whai, our desire for ficedom will nol die. Our militancy is
poing Lo double angd triple and one day we will be free, Hasia La

Victoria Siempre! Venceremos!

The world of freedom that the Uruguayan woman speaks of is what
charactarizes the desites and-demands, activities and thoughts of all parts
.of the Latino movement. The farmworkers, tha activists in the cities, the
women, the factdry worknrs have all found their own ways of struggle in a
movement toward frecdom, Through their separate experience each sees |
that its new world is opposed to the existing world of unfreedom. From
the multi-facited opposition to that unfreedom, and in the new world of
frcedom being born, the Latino movement finds the cement to unite here
in the’ U.S, and to align their struggles with those of the Latin American
Third World, : N

) . . s Ry
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Los Chicanos/l.os Latinds*

Para tos latinos en los Estados Unidos, ya sean nacidos en México, en otros
paises latinos © en Puerto Rico, el factor libartad tiene dimensiones de
cultura idioma, asi como el trabajo en las fabricas y los campes, relacion
que existe hacia un continente o hacia un barrio. i ’
En El Chicano Moratorium del suraeste y el problemna campesing anterior
@ esto han sido las marcas en el movimiente para una. auto-determing-
cion.** Tado esto ha sido un prélngo i lo que ha pasado en los pasados
- cinco aNos, Nuevas voces han hablado en espafiol e inglds,

La Recuperacion de l2 Cultura

Muchos chicanos sienten que su cultura, Ia cual la sociedad anglo por tanto
tiempo ha tratado de degradar vy de ocultor, es central a su movimiento,
Asi se han ereadn tscuelas como Casa de la Rozay Academia de Emiijanc
Zapata, donde se ha enfatizado I3 cultura del chicano, Un joven chicana
que ha particinado en la mencionada escuela habla de cdmo el vé a Ia
cultura como una fuerza de unidn: o
El movimiento chicano sin su'cultura nunca podrd avanzar., Yo
<onsidero que ¢l principio del movimienio empezd cuando Cesar
Chdvez comenzd organizando a los agricultores, y despuds se ex.
tendio a s escueles y 1 Ja comunidad. Lo que los motivo fué I
calturz precisamente, Se habia perdido el concepto de identidad
entre chicanos y mexicanos, En las escuelas, los niffos chicanos
estaban graduaimente perdiendo comunicacién con sus abuelos ysu
herencia cultural. Muchos chicanos comenzaron a4 ver que esta
mezela no era convenicnte, ¥ que su color era un punto de referencig
de racismo en contra de ellos. De esa manera nuesira raza y nuestra
cultura se convirtié en liga que nes unié. Yo me volvi activo en el
movimiento por mi cultura. *

*En el Sur unio oye las palabras Chizano ¥ La Raza, En otros lugares Iz
palabra Latino se usa frecuentamente. Estimos usanda Chicano/Latino
para hablar de el movemiento de auto-determinacion aqui en los Estades

Unidos y en Latinc América.
**Por un discusién de estos casos, voa la primer edicién de Black, Brown and

Red News & Letters (1972)
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La lucha por el redescubrimiento de nuestra cultura ha traido al movi-
miento chicono a una pugna en contra de la sociedad de blancos, in-
cluyendo su cultura, Latings han participado en demonstraciones en
niimeros colégios, Un joven profesor de la Universidad de Catiforniaen Los
Angeles detalla la reciente lucha que amenaja acurtar 10§ programas e
los estudios de fos chicanos {Chicano Studiesh:

Han habido muchos programas especislizados en estudios
etnicos y centros en Jus cuales han recorlado fondos para elfos
recientemente. En la Universidad de Califomniza (Cal. State) Tué de
una manera un poce diferente. Hemos tenido un nimiero indepen-
diente do progrimas como ¢l Programa de Oportunidides
Eeonémicas (EO.P.J; el programa PINTO, que envuelve chicanas
_que son exconvictos donde son ayudados a sustenerse y educarse:
Mudel Cities, tomando estudiantes de la comunidad quienes ordi-
nariomente no califican academicamente y ddndoles especial wyuila,
Hasta ahora muchos de estos progranus [ueron iniciados ¥ contro-
lados por los mismos estudiantes. Pero repentinamente 1a administra-
ci6n decidié estrategicamenie *proteger’ CSL0S progranu en un-solo
programa controlado por un administrador seleccionado por la
universidad. Este era un paso para consepuir control de todos los
programas de estudiuntes los cuales ellos podrian dirigie ¥ eventual-
mente darles fin. .

Comenzamos 3 pelear para ‘conseguir el cuntrol: para que lus
mismos estudiantes y no la administracion controlaran los pro-
gramas. Tuvimos vaiias reuniones y demnistraciones. Hubo mucha
participacion en la dltima y la mas imporlante demostracion, con
cincuenta estugiantes en la oficina del presidente rehusando 2 salir
hastz conseguir una junta, ' ‘

Fl presidente accedio a hablar con los representantes de los
programas para estudiantes pero ¢! tema de discusion noe ha sido
determinado. De hecho nos decepcionamus un poco con ka primera
junta con ol presidente y los demis administradores porque real-
mente no se mostraron intercsados. Nadie s¢ comprometio ni hubo
sorleos para buscar puestos para controlar los mencionzdos pro-
gramas. Esto es lo que pasa hasta este momento.

Esto requicre mis educacin en el chicano. Anterformente
muchas de fas organizaciones de fas minorias estaban esparcldas
dentro de lus patios de fus universidades. Hubiy dog compunentes en
EOP, negros y chicanos quienes (rabajuban separadamente. Por
primera vez todos los grupos €tnicos realmente se uniin en un tenw
de discusion. No solo eran chicanos o negros los que arganiziban
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manifestacidnes sino también otros grupos étnicos.

Ustedes recordarin los hechos ocurridus  hace  algunos
aifos durante el motin en Watts ¥ el Chicano Moratorium, Fus Ia
aclividad de esta comunidad que los llevd hasta la universidad,
Después de estos disturbios Ja adntinistracidn realizé que tenia que
conceder algunas de las peticiones que los estudiantes demandaban
cdmo por ejemplo el Programa de Igualdad Econémica. Asi que ésto
se habia concedido, Por ahory no hemaos tenido otro motin como ol
de Watts tt ofra revuelta de chicanos. Asf que lo que estd pasando en
este momento es que todos lo ganado por la actividad de Ia genle
estd siendo recortado por los administradores quienes v 3 no se
sienten amenazados. Esto es un atento para quitar nuevamente Jo
ganado por la gente por eso es de lanto importancia mantener
dlgunos de estos programas. No ha habido una dltima pafabra, pero’
hay importan tes pasos a seguir, ’ .

En las comunidades de chicanog palabras como revolucidn y
marxismo son palebras de alerts. Uno.de los medios para comenzar
una pelea en la comunidad ¥s sélo con nombrar la palabra Marx,
Quizd esta reaccion er por la influencia de la Iglesia Catolica y sus
dogmas tan antiguos, v también de la manera que otros han hablado
de Marx y 1o ban interpretado. Asj que yo veo Ia necesidad de aclagar
lo gue Masx es porque o sido malinterpretado. Asi que la'educacién
a’séguir debe ds ser para aclarar. Personas como Marx no son
anti-religion, y asi como Yo hay muchos otros que van en contra de
las formalidades de 1o religion y que defiien 2 Marx como human-
fsta. Chicanos son basicomente humanistas,

Mujares de la Raza

El humanismo que existe en al movimiento chicano ha traido nuevas voces;
entre ellas, mujeres de !a Raza, Uina joven chicana habta:

Mujeres de fa Raza es un grupo formado por mujeres de £rupos
minoritarios y no muy conacido aidn, por eso es dificil decir especifi-
camente cuéles han sido sus actividades,

Recientemente hubo la huelga Farak, Bl hiecho que Ja mayoera
de los trabajadores erun mujeres chicanss y que dicha huelga fué
ganada de una moners tan efectiva debe de ser materia de orgullo.
Las empacadoras han siempre incluido chicanas, Y en el vampo hay
un grupo muy activo de mujeres.

Hay muchas iazones porque mujeres de le Raza nos hemos
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decidido a organizamos separadamente de los hombres, Por ejemplo
he leido articulos sobre la huelga Farali escritos por Hombres de la
Raza (La Raza men) quienes no hablaron de participacion de las
mujeres en esa huelga . . . y eso lo resentimos.

El organizamos separadamentc también nos pone en mejor

posicion al llegar @ un convenio, 57 ustedes tienen una base solida ¥
muestran {uerza, Hlegarin mis lejos que nomds preguntando. Cuando
se ha quitado identidad de la personz, uniéndose es la tnica manera
en que nu sea uno piscteado.
. Todns sabemos que existe mucho machismo en cada hogar de
La Raza y que es may dificil cambiar esto. Yo quisiera poder decir
que ésto se estd acabando pero’ no es asi. Sé estd volviendo' mds
diplomdtico pero #in no se ha acabado. - :

Tambié nos organizamos separadamente de las mujeres
Porqlic no queremos perdernos en st movimiento. En el movimiento
femenil nos entendemos hasta cierto punto, pero por otro lado las
anglo feministas no han perdido los vestigios de racisine. )

* Posiblemente ustedes habrin oide mujeres de Iz Razn y alas
mujeres negris hablar, “Noa' podemos unimos al movimiento femenil
tenemos que luchar al fado de los hombres con los cuales estamas
relacionadas por una raza y una cultura.” . '

Tengo que pasar por muchas cosas para poder poner junto
tudo lo gue tengo en mi mente. En un sentido eso es verdad y facil
de entender, Ls Raza sé organiza alrededur de toda una cultura pero.
no tiene sentido que no haya lugar para nesotras. Decir que no se
puede ser activo en La Raza porze es feminista o vice versa es hacer -
LN gran perjuicio.

EnEl Campo... .

La voz ¢& 12 mujer chicana ha side muy importante en ef esfuerzo para
organizar United Farmworkers Union. Dos mujeres miembros de la unidn
hablan del campo y de la union:

Mi padre se unié con Cesar Chivez aun antes de haber un
sindicoto y leugo nos hicimos miembrow en 1963. Luchamos desde
1965 a 1970 cuando ganamos nuestro primer contrate. Cuando
ebtuvimes los contratos notamos la diferencia al tener a la unidn en
o campo. El capataz liene que respetar a la unidn. Si quicren
despedir a ulgin trubajador tienen primero que comunicarle al oficial
de 12 unidn la razon. Antes unicamente decian *Ya no hay mis
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trahajo para usted,”
Antes de la unidn ¢ salario c¢ra de $7.05 1a hora, Con 1z union
$2.00 1a hora pero adn asi con ung solo trabajando era muy

ha formado reglas en que np s permiten menores de 16 afiog
trabajando en e} campo. Ahora nuevamente S¢ encuentran niffos
irabajando en log campos.

Con los obreros no agremiados que Irabajan en 13 unjgn de
camionetos va a pas; Mo antes de U.F.W, No jes pagan lo gue
deberian pagarles, Esos camioneros no se Préocupan por la gente.
Sdlo se preocupan por eligs, Cuando estamgs en manifestaciones g
cuando protegen 1 I gente. Nos dicen que ng hablermos con eflos,

Cuando trabajibamos con contratistas, los hornbres que con-
tratan gente para trabajar en el campo, si les gustaby alguna mujer 1
perseguian, La mujer no tenia libertad, Sj ung mujer fe gustaba g un
‘cantratista y elfa ne Jo hacia caso ¥ no accedia a suy peticiones, a esa
mujer o se ls daba trabajo. En nuestrg unién no hay contratistas,
Pero va a haber contratistas con log camionercs, esa es ung razgn que
Peleamos en contrg o ellos. :

Un joven chicano que actualmente trabaja en la ciudad nos habla de *'fas

fabricas en |og CHMpos*:
He trabajado en 1og campos desde que tenfs 14 aftos, en Ja

cosecha de [a lechuga, apio, fresas, ejotes, tomutes, manzanas, aley.
chofas, chives, Papas y otras legumbres, Ly mayor parte del tiempo
lr2bajé en ia cosecha de lechuga vy de apio en Wnlsonvillc-Sulinns.
California, Trabajé para Iy infame compyfiia Bud Antle, que en un

e productora (e fechuga y quien siempre ha

izba ahi pero nunca me enteré. Es
siquiers saberlo,

La compafia teniz Jo que llamaba “bongs,” que querfs decir
que si uno trabgjaba § mas dias a fa semana, ganaby 51,50 |y hora,
Pero si trabojaba menes de 5 dias sélo recibia $1.40por horu, y ereo
que n esa época ol satarip minimo era de 1,451 hora astque no 56
si eso seria Tegal. A los 14 gi7gs trabajaba tanto comg un adultop.
Habia muchos niifos trabajando en Jos campes pues la familia tonfy
que sobrevivir, Tuve que salirme del coleglo e §i g trabajar tiempo
completo y en of verang,
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Recuerda 2 un viejo que conoci en el campo, Habjs usado el
azaddn cortito toda su wvids ¥ fenia alrededor de 70 a%os. Se
encorvaba al caminar, nhnca se podia enderezar. Trabajé con el
azadén cortito cuando era mny joven ¥ acahaha rendido despuds de
cadu dia de labor, aun asi este hombre continuaba en los campos
cuando era settuagenario. Yo recuerda siempre este hombre cuando
ogo de los campesinos.

Comencé 2 trabajar ya al final del programa de Braceros, que
s¢ tralaby de traer trabajadores mexicanos g pizear los campos. Me
acuerdo chando trajeron los braceros a nuestro campo los mandaban
trabajar al lado opuesto ¢ donde nosotros {rabajiibamos para que no
pudieramos hablar con ellos. Los farzaban a trabajar mds aprisa que
nrosolrus, eran muy crueles con ellos y les pagaban la mitad de lo que
nosotros gandbamoes. Todos pensibamos io mismo, “Que suerte
tengo de no ser bracere."” '

*La gente en los campos de labor que venia de otros lugares del
estada, también eran tratados injustamente, Todos los campesinos
soliamos llegar al irabgjo y trabajar juntos. Un dia cuando estibasios
almorzando, después de trabajar con el azadén en el sembradio de
lechuga, los campesinos abrieron las bolsas del almuerzo que la
cumputiia prepara, todo o que habia era dos piezas de pan con uny
hoja de lechuga en medio. Nosotros les dijemos, “Miren ellos fes
estin quitando dinero de su cheque para pagar cuarto y comida, se
deberfan quejar parz tener mejor comida.” Despuds fueron con ¢l
Berente ¥ se quzjaron, ese dia los lievaron a comer y fes prometieron
que Jas cosas mejorarian. Desde entonces recibieron una rebanada de
bolofa con el pan. Me hace enajar sélo el hecho de pensar en todo el
dinero que iz compania estaba haciendo con los campesinos. Aungque
los trabajadores locales estibamos mejor todavia las condiciones eran
malas. Mal equipo, no habia facilidades sanitarias ¥ si uno se paraba
¥ platicaba se metia en problema. :

En esc tiempo no se podiu distinguir entre les trabajadores
chicanus y los immigrantes mexicanos, *La migra,” Ia patrulla de Ia
frontera, siempre iba a los campos. Siempre podfa unoe decir cuando
veniun ya que podiamos vir los helicopteros 'y ver los camiones
verdes acercarse por lvs caminos. Habia mucha solldaridad entre los
ciudadunos smericanos y tos ilegales, Si habia ilegales en el campo
cuundo liegaba “La migra” los ilegales corrian y se escondizn entre
los zurcos de la lechuga donde no pudieron ser vistos. Los demds nos
reunfamos ylrededor de ellos y cuzndo el oficial exigia ver docu.
mentos, alguno pretendfa no lener sus papeles consigo v todos fus
demis comenzibanios a bromear y gritar "llévenselo, llévenselo.”
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Con ¢so la tension se oflojuba v distraiamos la atencion de los
oficiales para que no se fijaran en los ilegales.

Trabajadores sin Doctrmentacion

Con la organizacion activa de fa unidn de campesinos el emplec de los
trabajadores ilegales se ha convertido en una lucha encarnizada entre los
campasinos de la unidn, cuando abigrtaments han denunciado a tos traba-
jadores illegales a los oficiales de la migra quienes fueron sacades del
campo de ilegales a {os trabajo durante una huelga cuando otras tdcticas ya
no habian furcionadn, v en el movimiento chicano en conjunto donde los
activistas que trabajan para proteger los trabajadores ilugales en contra de
las tdcticas para amedrantar usadas por “La migra,” estan rehusando a
trabajar con la unidn de campesinos. Para estos activistas llamar “La
Migra™ quiere decir que una parte del movimiento latino estd usando
agentes de la pulicia en contra de la otra parte da la camunidad latina. Dos
campesinos chicanos, uno trabajando durante la huelga en los campos de
Unidn en Arizona y, otre con la experiencia de La Migra en su barrio; dan
sus puntos de vista:

Los huelgnistas se habian estacionado en varios |ugares para
hubiar con los trabajadores que cruzaban la frontera de México, No
podian ver de noche pero seguinn gritando que no se rompiera la
huetga. En un casv, 16 no cruzaron, se esperaron hasta en la mafana
porque queran primero ver que estaba pasando. Se les explicd la
huelga, y no aceptaron trabajos. Estuvieron d:spuesms air a otro
lugar y tratar de encontrar trabajo.

Cuando fuf a ayudar en la huelga no quize estaren ln posicién
de “puerco™ pero si para explicar Ia situacion de la gente que cruza
la frontera. Muchos habian venido desde ¢l sur de México despuds de

_Iaber ofde que habfa buen trabajo. Hablimos de todoe el problema y
del tiempo que habia tomado tratar de consepuir salarios decentes y
decentes condiciones de trabajo. Les seifulé que a mi no me interesa
si una persona viene del norte, del sur, del este or del oestc. Una
persona que ¢vade y cruza el cordon de huelga s un riin ¥ quisiera
que muchos de ellos no representaran ese papel. Todos aquellus que
se regresaron dijeron que era grandicso que nos hubiérames unido y
de poder enfrentamos con la policfa.

Ya culpo al goblemno de México por no mencionar la causa, el
problema en ¢se pafs donde nosotros podriamos ayudar. Yo sienlo
que la revolucion mexicana ha sido trucionada y es por eso que el
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gobiemo no estd ayudando en estas huelgas. fsta gente csli viniesido
para ser explotada. Estdn suliendo de una olla hirviendo para caer al
fuego. No deberimos tratar csto como chicanos contra mexicancs,
sino con el contrabandista, el productor, el gobiernn,

Vejaciones por Ia policia y oficiales de inmigracion ocurren
diariamente en un barrio o en otro. La gente es detenidaen lacalle y .
¢s interrogada sobre su situacion legal. El estilo de interrogar de La
migra es generalmente agresivo y abusivo, haciendo sentir a la per-
sona come criminal. Muchas veces La migra detiene y deporta gente
que son ciudadanos americanos. En mi barrio un joven quien era
nacido en o Estados Unidos fue arrestado y deportado porque no
sabia hzblar inglés. Agentes de inmigracién pidicron papeles de
identificacion y luego fue arrestado cvando no los presentd. La
madre de este joven aparecid en los canales de televisiun, tanto en los
canales de habla inglesa como en los canales de habla hitpana, para
explicar fa situacién de su hijo antes de que fuera eventualmznie
deportado.

La experiéncin mds atroz para un inmigrante es la invasion
repentina, algo muy comin en mi barrie. Un incidente en particular
tomo lugar en una limpia masiva. Vi muchos carros llenos de agentes.
de inmigracton pararse enfrente. de un edificio de apartamentos,
invedieron un apartamento y ¢n cuestion de minutos sacaron sicte
personus. Entiendo el terror que siente mucha gente al ser testigos de
la tdcticas al estilo Gestapo en esa invasion repentina,

Yo personilmente creo que ese llamado problema de 105
forasteros mexicanos nunca se resolverd hasta que los sistemas
econdmicos de las estados unidos y México sean transformados que
ya no exista la necesidad del “forastero ilegal.”

Dantro de los confines de una huelga en progreso en una granja, la
diferencia de salarios entre E, U, y México son de cince y diez a uno, de
una tierra no desarrollada tecnoldgicamente y el gigante capitalista, pero
mas especialmente dentro de los confines de ls revolucion incompleta en
los E. U. y en México, no es de simple solucibn, Esto reguiere una mis
comprensiva solucion que mencionaremos mds adelante en este capitulo y
enel apéndlica de este panfleto .
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No es solo en los campos dende clase, raza ¥ $2x0 donde se unen pars dar
un sallo adelante en ¢l movimiénto por la libertad. EI gran problema del
latino es también reconocido y existente en 1as f3bricas también, como en
la huelga Farah donde 85 por ciento eran mujeres v 95 por ciento
chicanos, La super explotacion de obreros latinas 'Iegales e ilegales con.
timia en talferes donde son mal pagados, en todo el surceste, en hoteles y
restaurantes en trabajos de limpieza, y no esta confinado solaments en el
surgeste sino en todo el pais. En Nugva York pueden ser palpables las
condiciones en que trabajan los puenorriqugﬁos y otros iatines, Un obrero
de una fibrica de ropa en Nueva York da su opinién:

Noble Knit Mfg, os corrupto. Esto es cierto en diferentes
“maneras. Cuanda se tiene un amigo o cara bonita, los jefes lo

protegen ¥ alguien mis tiene que trabajar por uni. Esa es la historia
de nuestra clase obrera. Tenemos que sudar mientras otros estdn en
Pompano Beach, y nosotros somos acusades si no sacan millones en
ganancias. .

. Los dueios de Ta companifa Noble son americanos blaneos, ¥
tratan de que todos los capaluces sean blancos tambicn asi mon-
tienen total control de nosotros los obreros. No quieren latinos en
ese puesto yi que podriun acercarse a los obreros,

' ¥ no es que no erpleen btinos con educacion. May hombres
que han desempeiiado el trabajo durante muchos aiies, lo conocen a
fondo y podrian obtener ¢l puesto, Sin ¢mbargo emplean s cnalquier

. joven que no sabe nada acerca del trabajo pero es de su misma razi,
quizds un antigo de la familia y es servi) de los patrones y enemtigo de
los obreras, ’ .o

" La union Local 155, Knitgoods Workers (ILGWU), trahajin
junto con los patrones y explotan a los trabajadores. Generalmente
solo quieren las cuotas vencidus codz mes. Por ejemplo mantienen a
la gente trabajando dos semnanas, luego dos sin empleo, en lugar de
suspenderlos, asi de esa manera pyeden sepuir recogicndo cuotas de
cada miserable cheque de pago, que no es ni suficiente para’ vivir.

Las concidiones de teabajo son muy malas. Por ejemplo tto ha
habido agua caliente en los lavabos desde 1965. Ahorran dinero de
esta manera. No les importa los obreros. Nosotros queremos que {a
gente se entere de nuestra situacién y do como nos iratan. Nos
tratan como animales o como esclavos. Los salarios son sakarios de
esclavos. sdlo que en lugar de trabajar en una plantzeién tribajamos
en un edificio,
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Latinos y Latinoamerica

Recientemente un socialista latino-americano comentaba que ha visto una
nucva dimension de Lalino América cuando vid a los chicanos en primer
lugar hacicndo frente a su posicidn en fas E. U, ef pais mas capitalista del
mundo. La otra parte de esta dimensién es la actividad masiva de latino-
americanos para liberar sus pripios paises de los tenticulos del pufpo de
E.U. y de fas reglas de !a casta gobernante en su tierra natal. Una mujer
uruguaya escribe de lo que esla’ pasando en su pal‘s:

Uruguay ha sido un p-ns dependicnte casi toda su vnd.n Fuimos
una colonia de Lspafia de quien nos Jiberamos después de una
revolucion. Dcspuas vino Inglaterra que contruld nuestra economia y
por consiguienic nuesira politica, Después vinieron Los Estados
Unidus. Al principio mostraron una falsa apuriencia de hermandad.
Nuestro  hermano mayor estaba ayudando a los” paises atin no
desarrollodos 2 sostenerse en Sus pripios pies, Esto fué y s una
mentira. Los  Estados  Unidos controlaron nuestra ecunomia
adquidendo grandes sectores de produccion o prestando. dinero

entonces comenza a sakir la apariencia real, Al desarrollarse el mundo
capitudista de post-guerra, comenzd una erisis econdmica.

Divz allos atrds el pasaje de cantion ery sproximadainente de
una evarta parte de un peso. Aliora es como 75 pesos. Junto con la
crisis econdmica vino ly erisis politica. Ahora vemos que los Estados
Unidos no era nuestro hermane y que nuestra cluse gobemante
cstaba complctamente corrupta. Los politicos honestus comenzaron
4 renuitciar ¥y un nucve movimiento en masa comenzd. . .. Los
Tupamtaros.

Los Tupamaros jugaron un papel muy importante denun-
clando la corrupeion y organizando gente en contra de eso. Hubo
afios de lucha y de organizacion de platicas y sufrimientn. Pero de
algtna manera se separaron ellos mismes de centactos fuertes con la
clase trubajadura. Después clos ejecutaron cuatio miembros del
grupo de ejecucion conlrolado por ¢l gobierno .. . Escuadrén de la
mucrlc ... creado por Dan Mitrione, un instructor en tortura man-
dado pur por los Estadus Unidos. En repuesta el gobierne declard estado
de guerra para aplastar & los Tupamaros, esta estrategia militar dio al
presidente el papel de dictador, destruyendo los restos de demo-
craciz, aboliendo el Senado v la casa de Representantes, cerrando
periddicos y estaciones de T.V. y declarando ilegales Jos sindicatos.

De esta manera shora nos enfrentamos con uma dictadura
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aplastante ¥ con Iz continue dependencia de los Estados Unidos, La-
fuerzus revolucionarias se han dado cuenta de 4 necesidad de con-
tactos nuevos, vives, con la clase teabajadora de donde ¢l movi-
micnto masivo se levantari. Tambidn hemos realizado la necesidad
de una relacion mis cerca con movimientos revolucionarivs en pafses
vecinos.,

Tenemos un mensaje para la clase governante y el imperia-
tismo: No importa qué, nuestro deseo de libertad no morirs, Nuestra
miliciz serd deble v triple y algiin dia seremos libres ! Hasty Jz victora
siempre! 1Venceremos!

El mundo da fibertad de que la muijer uruguaya habsta es Jo que caracteriza
los deseas v demandas, setividades ¥ pansamientos de todos los grupos del
movimiento latino, Los campesines, tos activistas en las ciudades, las
mujeres, los abreros de las fabricas todos han tenido grandes problemas en
el movimiento hacia la libertad. Através de su experiencia por séparado

- cada una ha visto que su nueyo mundo es opuesto al mundo existente sin
libertad, Desde la oposicién multifacetica hasta esa folta de Iiberlacll venel
nacimiento de un nhueve mundo libre, el movimiento latino ercuentra el
‘cemento para uhir y alinear agquf en Estados Unidos sus esfuerzos con
todos aguetios del tercer mundc tatinoamericano, _




Not an Ending/but a New Beginning

No ong can give a blueprint for the answers to what is ahead for the 1970's,
because the crisis is so deep and immensa. There js such a erisis in labor, and
outside of labor, that Black worlkers are searching every day for ways to
meet the problems of saclety, That is the reason we have Black caucuses,
Black workers have participated for yaars in caucuses led by white wurkérs,
and controlied by white workers, and it didn't get them anywhere near to
the surface of the problems in production, and in life asa whole.

The economic situation today is in 2 worse crisis than ever in history, and
it has everybody frightened. Workers are frightened becauss they don't
know what the cutcome is going to be, What we need is a direction ~—
not answers, but a direction wherein warkers, welfare people, all kinds

of people could sew that this is the road they have to take, to find their
own answers, _ .

The intellectuals and analysts don’t see what is really taking qlace. Thay
don’t recognize the seriousness of the erisis, which has gripped the whole
country. If they would just look, they would begin to ask. themselves what
would have happened ten years age to any Black in the South who would
have dared to vote, much less run for office. Yet in the past few years
Black have been able — through their own activity .— to run Black
candidates for local, city, and state office, without fear of getting kitled,
There may be some fear, and there is still much caution — but they have
made such great changes politically and economically that they can do it,
1tis not that any Blacks believe, even if they get the Black candidates elected,
that this is the solution 1o all their problems, .

They know that the crisis is of such a nature that the answer is not in just
the ballot bos, Black people are fully aware that we don't have the strength
to elect Black candidates for President or Governor. But the fact that one

has the ability to run, makes us feel we have to give our support.
-
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Even more, it's a question of opening up the whole American political

stage on & new scene. When Evers runs for Governor, and Chisholm runs

tor President, something new has happened. It isn't 8 question of their
winning, or even a guestion of whether Blacks prefer them to some other )
Blacks. It is that in asserting our Blackness, we are putting everything on a new
beginning. .

I most Blacks felt that the answer to the crisis they face would come

through electing a white, they would just as soon vote for him as a Black,
Here is where the Black extremists hurt the struggle more than help it,

whén they insist we have to vote for a Black, just because he is 8lack,

It is the economic erisis that’s going to force the white worker to examina

their prejudices. Neither Nixon nor any other administration can solve the

economic crisis, | don"t care how many abstract figures they give about un-

employment “declining.” Everyday the crisis gets deeper, And its going to

hit whita workers in such a8 way that they are going to have 1o forget their
_ prejudices, L

§ also blame the union a lot for the white workers’ thinking. The tunion

leatlers were always afraid 1o touch a lot of these questions; they always

kept quiet. One reason for deep polarization in the lzhor movement today

is that the leadership never came out fairly and frankly for open discussion.

the divisions that were there betwaen white and Black before the CIO), disappear-
ed on the picket lines and in the shops as the workers fought together,

How can we unite around a philosophy — a Marxist-Humanist freedom
philosphy? How can we make sure that we cannect theory and practice?

This lack of connection is the trouble, This is the cause of the crisls, and
why it is 50 severe — people have been looking for a direction, and every-
thing they have grasped has led them to the stone wall at the end, instead
of an apen road. Because all these things are political questions, they have
to have palitical answers. And the correct political conclusion,

Workers will know from their own experiences, and their own activities
whether the conclusion is correct, This is how your philosophy is tested,

The point is, how do you relate what you have just read in this pamphfe: to
what you are thinking, to what you are doing, whether it is the factory, or
on the campus, whether it is on the reservation or with the urban Indian
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community, whether It is with the Chicanos in the cultural movament of

as part of the anti-war movement, whather it Is part of Women's Liberation
or any other movement of opposition to this exploltative, racist society
under which we ail live?

How can we all unite our experiences in such away that act and fact go in
the same direction, so that finally society can be changed from tha bottom?

It is long past high noon. There is no time to waste. We must work it out
toguther — now, not tomorfow, but today, Togather we will work ocut»
unity of theory and practice so that freedom does not remalin just an idea,
but becomes a reality. We must begin at once todo things togather by using
this liberation philosophy as foundation for ail else till freedom is achieved.

Charles Denby,
Editor, News & Letters

'

CLIP. CHECK AND SEND TO NEW & LETTERS AT ANY OF ﬂlé
ADDRESSES BELOW: ' '

! want to join News & Letters Committees

PR | am interested in ﬁngling out more about News & Letters Committees.
Please cend me a copy of your constitution, and put me on your mail-
ing list. ) ’ :

Name
. Address:

City

Detroit: 1900 East Jefferson, Detroit, Mich. 48207

Los Angeles: P.0. Box 20194, Los Angeles, CA 90029

San Fr'.mt‘:isco: P.O. Box 77303, San Francisce, CA 94107

New York:  P.O. Box 5463, Grand Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10017
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Excertas de Filosofia y Revolucion

Todo 1o que no sen una reorpanizacion total de In vida, ynas
relaciones humanas totalmente nuevas, era alora ietrogresionista, Esty
es To gue habiy de nuevo on estas revoluciones en contrapusician g lus
“revolucioncs que siguieron a la Primera Guerra Mundial, cuando parecis
bastante derrocar lo viejo y no preocuparse acerea de lo que viniera
despues del triunfo de 2 revolucion. Si agn quedaba algunas de estas
Husiones al acabar la Segunda Guerra Mundial y cuando las revoluciones
de Asia, Africa, Oriente Medio y Latino America crearon el Tercer
Mundo, los affos cincuenta acabaron con ellas. Las nuevas fronteras se
abrigron con el fin de estas ilusiones, con ef comienzo de revoluciones
dentro de Ias ‘revoluciones que tdunfaron, con la permanencia. del
desarrollo de si mismo de forma que se acaben de una vez para siempre,
la diferenciacién entre lo Individua! ¥ lo Universal, El cardcter especiul
que posce nuestra dpacy le viene dado por si maduracion fMosofico.
-politica. Se ha hecho real Ju necesidad de ung “segunda negatividad,”
esto es, de una segunda revolucisn, ., .

Lo que hemos mostrado husta“shora es o siguiente: Hay uma
dialéetica del pensamiento desde I conciencia a través de Ia cultupa
hasta la filosofia. Hay una dialéctica de [z historia desde by esclavitud 2
través de la servidumbre hasta i trabajo libre asalariado,' Hay una’
dialéctica Je ln lucha de clases en genetal y hajo el capitalismo en

* particular-y a1 medidy que se desarrolla a2 fravés de ciertgs etapas
especificas, desde Iz libre competencia pasando por el monopolio hasta
el estado, en cada etapa exige nuevas formas de rebelion ¥ nuevas
aspectos de la filosoffa de la revolueian,

Solo un Marx podfa completar este Gltimo aspecto. Lo que Hegel
habfa mostrado era los peligros inherentes en ia revolucion frangesa que
no acabo en el milenio. La Jialéctica dejo ver como la contrarrevolucian
existe dentro de ia revelucion. Este es el mayor de los desafios con los
que el hombre ha tenido que enfrentarse. Nosotros vivimos ese desafio
hoy, )

Ese desarrollo-de-si-mismo, aclivadad auto-dirigida, movimiento
auto-controlade de la dialéctica hegeliana fue se convirtio en algo tan
lleno de vida para Lenin en of periodo de 1914 1 1923, es 1o que hizo
que Stalin ordenara la exclusion de “Ja negacion de ia negacion™ de fas
“leyes™ de la dinléctica, como si, por un fiat, el capitalismo de estado
pudiera cambiar el curso de la historia, Lo falta de confianza en las
masas es la raiz comin de todas lus abjeciones que se hucen al “Hegeli-
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anismo mistico ¢ idealiste.” Eso incluye no sdlo a los traidores decla-
dores, sine tambien a los intelectuales dedicados 2 la yevolucion pro-
letaria, a los extrmos que, la contemplan desde ¢! exterior, a los
marxistas académicos que (aunque independicntes de cunlguier poder
de ostado) estin imbuidos hasta &l tuétano de los huesos del cuncepto
capitalista del cardcter setrigradu del proletarizdo. Los unos ¥ los otros
estin ciegos a fa relacion de la teoria con Iz historia comao una relacion
historica construida por las masas e mavimgenio.
El anico elemento de verdad que expresan todos estos detruclores
de Hegel es la necesidad de romper —on ¢l idealisma burgués, incluyendo
-8l de Hegel. Pargue sin el descubrisiento dnico hecho por Marx de los
fundamentos malerialistas de la historia, ln dialéctica hepeliana per-
manecia prisionera de un jdealismo fo bastante abstracto como pard
permitir su uso como apologia del sstado prusiana. Si Marx no hubiera
rot0 con el idealismo burgués tznto ca su forma filosofica comio en su
paturaleza de clase, no habria sido capaz de descubrir ni siquiera’la
formula algebrdica de Ta revalucion inherente en fa dialéctica hegeliana,
i reformutar la dialéctica que emergda de la actual lucha de clase y de
las revoluciones proletagias, y hacer el esquema integrador de ese,
precisainente eso, el niovimiento auto-generado dentro de Ja “revo-
lucién permanente.” Sin embargo, en nuesira época, tenemos discutir
los perversiones de la dialéctica hegeliano-marxista que proponen los’
comunistas y U5 seCUBCES. :
Evidentemente la humanidad ha Hegado a un punto muerto,
cuanto fa potencia mis rica ¥ militarmente myds poderosa de la ligrra
grita a los cuatro vientos, no acerca de fas maravillas s¢ su produccion,
su afluencia, 05y gigantismo nuciear, sino ‘el extiaho espirity cqfer-
mizo que embargy todo ¢l pais.” Esto no “es solamente debido al
“cspfrilu."‘ Tiene unas TaiCEs econdmicas muy profundas: ya nos
fijernos en la crisis monetaria o en el desempleo que no desaparece: ya
pongamos 1a mirada en la incesanie militarizacion y e giganiismo
nuclear, o cn Jos abismos de la pobrezay su creciente color negroen el
centro misma de la afluencia del imperialismo blanco; ya posémos
nuesiros ojos en la conquista de Ja estéril luna o en el inmenso vacio de
la ilamada democracia americana. Pero el hecho incontrovertible es que
¢l P.N,B. de los Estados Unidos que estd en la frontera de los trillones
de dolares, lejos de estar ganando Ia batalla por las mentes de fos
hombres, ha perdido no stlo la batalla sino su propia menie, su propio
espfritu. . ..
Par supuesto es verdad—y realmente se perderfa algo fundaimental
s fuera de otro modo—que Marx ¥ Lenin resclvieron los problemas desu
época, no 1os nUCstros. Tero se han colocado fuertes cimientas par esta
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Cpucy quE Serid IRESERO Fesgo No lener en cuenta, asf como serfa atal
flo - canstrair sobre ¢l terrene Iimanists torico prictico que fue
redescubiertu en la mitad de las affos cinquenta, ¥y que Murx en su dia
lamd “Humanismn positive que brota de s mismo,”™ La reformubacion
por el madueo, proletario, aumtor revolucionario del Capital, de la
exuberancia ddel joven Mary de 1844 demucstra mas alld de toda duda
coma las revoluciones de Ja Europy de {844, la Guerra Civil Americana,
¥ lta Comuna de Paris en {871, verifican el “nuevo Humanisme™ dJu
Marx. Cualquier otro fundamento, cualquier utra base, ya sea la
“nacienalizacion de la prepiedad,” con o sin “focos” militares, sdlo
puede conducir a una tirania mds. ., . . )

No lay forma alguna de acabar con fa reaparicion de otrs socie-
dad explotativa, alienadla y alienadon si no es a través de la revolucion
svcial, empezando con dzs relaciones entre In gente en el punto de
praduccion, y continuando como esa explosion elemental que arrastra a
ta poblucidn “a cada hombre, mujer y nifio” y acaba de ung vez para
siempre con la dicotomia entré el trabajo mental y el manual de forma
que “la individualidad queda liberada de todo lo que interfiere con su
universalidad que rs Ia libertad™ . ... - i ’

Bl Mars madura, fo mismo que el Marx joven, rechazé ef
materialismo feverbuchiano y en su lugar mantuvd que la dialécticn
Degeliana de la “sepundi negatividad™ era of “principio creador™, el
punto clave que acuba con la division entre el trabajo mental y ol
nrnual, El Marx maduro, lo mismo que el joven, deji bien ssentado
que “el desarrolle del poder humano que 25 uw fin'en si mismo®” en el
“movimiento absoluto del Hegar a scr.‘"' S&¢o.con una visidn tan
prometdica se puede estar seguro de que unz anrva Comuna de Pards no

"se quedarfa en “una iniciativa histérica—un Paris que trabajs,” quo
piensa, que sangea .. . radiante en el entusiasmo de su indciativa his-
torica”—sino que continuaria su destrrollo autonomo husta qus quedase
establecida un orden social tolalmente nusvo a escala mundial,

Ly nueva caracteristica de nuestr era, el “principlo energenti-
zante™ que ha determinado la direccion de las dos ltimas décadas del
movimiento a partir de la practica, rechaza simultdncamente Ta Talsa
congiencia y 1as revoluciones abortadus,

La realidud es frustrante, La transformacién de la realidad tiene
unz dialéctica propia. Exige I unidad de las {uchas por lz libertad con
una filosoffa de la liberacion. Silo entonces Iy rehelion elemental
desencadena nuevas sensibilidudes, nuevas pasiones ¥y muevas fucrzas
una dimension hununa completemente nueva,

La nuesira es una dpoca que puede afrontar el desffo de los
tiemipus si desarrollamos una nueva relacion entre teorfa y prictica de
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tal forma que la prueha de su unidad estd e el desarrollo autedirigido

del Sujeto. La filosofia y la revalucion liberarin entonces, en primer
lugar, los wlentos ingatos de hombres ¥ mujeres que se convertirdn en
seres imtegrales. Ya sea que reconozeamos o no que esti es la tarea que
Ia historia ha asignado 1 nuestra época, es uny taren que ha de ser
cumplida.
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