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When Arxrchives are not past, but Living; the Direct nalationlhip
of Marxist-Humanist Archives to Marx's Humanism, which Created
“"Revolution in Permanence" as Ground for Organization -~

by Michael Connolly at Wayne State University, March 22, 1984

Introductogz Note
We have one title for theae final two classes in the Marxist-

Humanigt Body of Ideas: "Marx's 'Revolution in Parmanence' as
ground for orxganization and self-development of each individual as’

- universal freedom." The readings for the classes include the cul-
minationg of all three worke in the Marxist-Humanist trilogy of
revolution--the last chapters of Marxism and Freedom (M&F) and Phil-
osophy and Revolution (P&R), and the crucial penultimate chapter
of Rosa Luxerburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Rev-
olution (RL'7LKM). But please keep in mind that for Hegel, for Marx
and for Marxist-Humaniesm, every genuine culmination i=s both summa-
tion of all that has gone hefore and point of departurd for new

baginnings.

He will be tracing the self-determination of an idea-~the idea.
of FRevolution in permanence"-—from ‘its birth and development by
Marx. through its g -nig to its re~creation and.
devalopment by. M anism. in our YR, age. And precisely be-
‘cause we cannot ba’ aatisfied with conclusione alone, and now. want
to gractice meéthodology for taday s ‘freedom struggles, we want to
take ‘that Jjourney:with the-aid of the Marstist-Himanist Archives, .

tha' Rnxa Dunazgvdkaxa collection, housed. here at ayna state ‘Uni-
r_vursity in. Detroit. \“, 4Q . ¥ oy :

o Liatenato Marx 3n 1844, at. the moment of birth of his “new
eontinent of thought T
Tho whole mOVement of hietory is, on the one hand. tha
d9/acl:ual ‘act of creation--the act by which its empirical
being iwae born: on the othér hand, for its thinking con-
sciousness, it is the realized and-ec ognt 7oy S PrOCess . Of
deve_gggpnt. o . --“Private Property and Communism®

>:ff It 48 no- accident that Marx returna to this precise point in
“his graatest: theoretical work, Cagital in the chapter on- “Hachin—
o:y and Lnrgo-acale Induatry.“ ag he critiquaa both thoae who fgil

£h£1 to aec’the weak points in "abstract materialism“ ds it excludes
-what he calle “history and its, process." Nor is it any accident .
-‘that in each of the three works of Marxist-Humanism:we have .studied .
in thene claases, Raya refurns to this same passage in Cagital, r‘ﬁ,ﬂr,'
ypt ‘asch raturn uncovers a fuller view of Marx's Harﬂiam:“ln ‘the -
chapter in MgF on "Automation and the New Humanism," it is con-
=4 :nad with "Different attitudes to sutomation" as the autoworkers
and. minars wildcatted, while union leaders and radical’ intellectualn
.viewad thn new technology as "pxogres#." In P&R, it illuminates
'w“Marx s early und sharp critique of Darwin, and underlines the great
»_hatwveen their parspectives on human davelopment. In RUWLKM :
opens the section on Marx's m@lssg




.anated’ world, ‘Marx. ‘domeg. to argue “that not only the produél’”of
\/ia‘bor has been alienated,\/‘EiI thé activiEy of the human baing..: By

2w

- Notehocks, 'in which we pee hos Marx's determination to hoH fast
to the "ever-developing fubject," the human forces of revolution,
disclosed not only his differences with bourgeois anthropologists,
ut how his philosophy.of revolution diverged: fromm

wllaborator, En/,la, _‘

" Marx's rnagnificent 1344+ deacription of the- movement of hia-
tory ae the "act of creation" and the 'process of development,"” is
thus not alone something for Marx's day. It pointa ag well to
MarxistiHumanism's act of creation, its process of development,
from the 1941 ) birth of the theory of state-capitalism to’ RL.
#nd ‘baxond‘ It is that methodology that I hope to illuminate’ here. Vo

TN gk %K\ .

- Mars's Philoso hy .of: Révolution in Permanente®. an ita

"!’rom Critic of Hegel to Author of Capital and theorist of
" *Revolution.in Permanence'" is how Raya titles Part FII of ‘RIMTLKM,
and in’ beginning with the nearly unkncwn Marx of 184Y e are given
the opportunity to see hov Marx's earliest critique of Hegel is

. Bh_ Lpaat when he discovers-‘a division bétween Reality and Reason.

‘ota’ ' /ih Hegel, he says, ¢onsists 6f two hostﬂe@ "I‘da,-'ef,ch
da utt&rlgigpposer’t to the other.™ In turning agains€ fajﬂ.‘

the tima wa reach Marx 51844 Humanist Esaags, Marx is not anly«
invo!.ved w:l. ctual workers' st ; whole

bas:l.é of ‘81T Huindif relations, -
rq_th‘l.esa cri ticﬂ.sm., ‘Marx's. brésk. from Begel: becomas as we'l;‘L a- rTe=

tum to t:he Hegelian dlalectic--!'the*dialectdrc -of-ny

. the. d. creative ‘principle. Mar:r sought.-

~1l

human ﬂubjecta to trans Orm ¥

N

o ‘ "“‘f—-'il',rl}tr‘"the path to pprmayant revolution for l"arx meanl: botﬂi 7"
-singl-fhtj’uﬁt‘"“rmgati:dnuofwbhe negation” as key to all dialectic.

and.a, v8ingling out of™ n fubjects of revolution. This is the
‘Context  in. which Ma:: ‘g first reference to’ "pdrmanent revolution:
apmara-i-tﬁ ‘his 1843 article "*On the-Jewish Question.," "Far from
.aimply endo 1ng "civi.l righia" Marx there demonatrates w
‘ 8" need'd to establish human relations’for ally.. .. -

W‘hfoughout this hole period of thebirth 'of Marx ‘s "new- contirent

f thought,‘-‘ tha critique of-old. ig never separated- from. the: pro- -
dection of ‘the; new society as the™"gelf-development of .each individ-
ua_),"as un:l.vere b freedom."‘ Thus the 1848 Communist' Manifests is. /i
nol:—-;only"theg story-of-¢lass™ struggl.a, but - the’ projacmr""am- SEEEE
association iniwhich_the' free development- ofueach‘“ia the prccon =

iti.on fo; t!ie ?'ree c?avelopmenl: of all." T

‘ Al Harx dmimed up the 1848 revolutions ﬁe wrotd h:ln 1850 M—

l i.'iu t:d the ‘comiuniat . League which: enda with the’ appcal to-the .-




-

proletariat: "Their battls cry must be: The Revolution in Pexrma-
-nén’cé!“ He was posing that’@ the struggle would never agaih be
. fought with the bourgeoisie:; independent proletarian organization
was demandedy that the.workers needed to seek new allies, begin-

ning with the peasantry. 2»bove all, what stood. out was thwthod
--that theq‘i‘_‘ ex§ ataée of revolution takgs as its point of departura
the 'highest Point reache the last}” and that was true in thought
‘as well as in activity.

- Yet to many in the Communist League, permanent revolution
seemed. to mean only a short-hand way of justifying precisely the
‘andleas insurrection conspiracies Marx opposed. ' By \U853; the Com-

, mun.:.at Lga\gue; (CL) disbapded“at Marx's insistence, and 8 years
ﬁ,u tér, ‘when Marx writes to »~friend, “I had in mind the party in
{the . eminent historical sense,” he actually belongs o no party at
all. By the time Marx writes the critique of the fotha Program in
757 he is even willing to put his own great International “ork-
ingmen's Association behind him when he says it was ;.'_n}_]_p_rlggr_

\M&ﬂw!.jom after the fell of the Par;ls'

Commune oo .

g that whether it was the Communist League—(cm aﬂ:er
\ thn International Jorkingmen 5 Association‘*(ﬂ%aﬁter
Paris c:ommune, Marx's relation was to revolution as the
determinant, and to a” form..of..organizat:.on that: would now have to o
Atise:with ‘the ! Furl expression ‘of the highest atage reached Tﬁ’
‘ orgaiﬁrataon had“to encomnass all the new’ l‘==u1r:;;§ec:t:s revolution
"andﬂ (;t..as-‘bhe-beaxer..of—phiﬂloaephy of revolution, it would 'be-
‘conig’ both ' fet1sh and" obatac‘le»-!:o--ﬁdrther development... Margt, f" !315:
- agehdhl ter 1848 ‘led; from the 'rai.ping Revolution to the gg:_un___x_;gl_.ggg 8
- vakent of.T @W His agenda after 1871, .. 5 pm ?,n,
3 n/woman relations tg.a.. nawview—-of*the mm&ty
f};om the French editioh of Cabpifal tp the Critique. of thé G4tha
AL/ '.T?,‘ rogram's - (CGP) nrojection of the inaeparability of hi QE0PRY and
L orgari-atiof, “is what we' oall today (Enaltra e 08§ ;4

JRAR Srauti N e 50

3 O] 0z
As Rava puts it in Ch. 11 of RETLKH, i wasn't, tho phrasﬁ'-u- '

"permahent: revolution"that vag the proof of-the concept, bu othe
~ fact!thdt in-‘the cohstant search for revolutionary allies ‘th 'm‘
..J.tiuqmﬁhf tevolutions to:-come was  in no way changed." 'I.‘hua, even_
t:houg’hlvarx aia- hot use the phrase in his last-dece o—-*Ra neons
- deludes® tha!:-‘ e greateot conoref-iration of the philosoghy of
revo'l.ution, andits ré-connectjon with the deep roots of tho}comept
i of parianent: revolution £irst developed in the 1850 Addreu, cama
in: hha.:lut yearb of Marx 8 life g_tg the study of the ; _

T EF LR

. .-..-'(w

Unfortunal.elv. the nhraae "nemanent revolution® dic! Tean’ aome- g

thing in the case of Leon 't‘rotskv, even though origina‘!ly he aia
not’ evan oa’ll “hig 1905 '-heorv of 'Russia's path to socialism that.‘
In-the“Afteriord 't6 Ch. 11, ‘we see that not .onl{y was 'l‘rots‘ky‘l R

B (ceoat
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olution bereft of any Belf-daveloping Eub—
hut his implacable hostility to t _
e 1925-27 Chineae Revolutio‘
T Neiﬁﬁér, we  ged,
Marx's concept of "revelution in porma-
nence. ntrstion! questions, to whic! Trotsk applie
not "pe .-nent revolution," but-his theory of\tonci: onism,
~which he even axtended to thelgg_-dengopmant )
insights, N

Neither was “revolution inwpermanence" seen as ground for org-
anization by Rosa. Luwremburg, aven when she raised the questicn of
spontaneity and the party, only to fall victim to the, fetish of

- orgenization when she denounced the "econal:ional as a "stin-

king corpse®, yet hemitated to lesve it in And Lenin, who
3!,Bﬂméig_gggigdaix;x;inrn*to ‘the Critigue of the 'Gotha - ‘Prograi,
-4id s as prevaration for smsshing the bourgeoie«stat-vwnevar*view-
ing that. dommentiﬁs a projectipn of the: ;naeparabiuty of philos-

ophY and_organiza P aﬁd“allowinérhia vanguard party concept to’
remain in a separate compartment from his phitoeophic¢’ re-organira-

tio'n-

% a'nhown :hr l:he "Guide to tha Raya

s One could cortainly call Trotaky's or Luxemburg s insights‘in
«the speriocd of:'the 1905 ‘revolution a “£lagh-of geniﬂs“, But,unlons

- Hzrevolution 1n*permanence” i -spallad- oub-as. ingaon'@o devqlop o
:Tithose inuights;-and not ‘alotie”to diffbrentiate oneaelf from othar-‘t;
:" ;then "stop dead” ‘(a8 ‘Hdgel " said of Kant), it bébomas dﬂbri;v .
dusociated With 'Marx! '8 ‘theoxy onlg‘in name. And ‘it was’ tq.cloaqﬂp- ‘
thysthat*debrin'that Raya had to f£irst write the “Afforwo:Q“ n~
“rrotaky,” before even ong word ' of ch. 1 of RBTLKM eould,ﬁo‘pgtato

Pannihi -2

hdgzggffow al nin 1@&

( I

:?'..!( :

ufhi host-"orldﬂﬁar II world han bean filled with‘f”7q'“”:,f

t;paincludlng Yery: centrally, revolutionn 1n thc Thi:d ",
-isofar:as the:’ thooty of oerman”'

-t aky® n*thnory,‘tied“

11.ﬁoounlotbd%to ‘any’ grounding in Marx's arxinm, his "New aumnnilm.l

L 10yl

- How thon.}did-Marxist-numan{sm unéover ‘and ro-croate thlt :hoqry’
Qr.p.gﬁfor orqanirat*on 1n our age’ :




s s B2 By
1t begins with what Raya called “"a paean .of praise ke~

_%ggﬁgnd_ggiiggki.when the Hitler-ftalin Pact was signed and Rays

ndtqtad that--Russia cou1d not poaaihly be, conaideredn -wofkars'
artx-fo of nationali.zation.

"Russia as a State-Capitalist qociety.l" ‘there” waa ds; wﬁ%t what the
pgmphtat*ﬂs—x’-mf Marxist-Humanism "ifi the, U.e." dalls the
"derm"oL-Marn- nism atudy of one of ‘Marx's ;_B_#_l_@__gg_l_gg_

" on the role of labor. (Cadf

But it is the veriod §949-53>that is singled out in both the
25 Years and the Archives Guide as the "Historig Re-emrqence of
‘Marx's Humaniam“ In that period we .can see how Raya,. at.one and
the same t listening to the thoughts of rank—and-f:l.le min-
_ers on strike/a itoma ation, translating and studying Lenin's Philo-
sophic Notebooks, sm&° engaging in Qg;_own’direct\encounter with
gﬁwmw;.,ln our forthcoming pamphlet on that 1949-
0 miners' gensral strike, it is clear that philosophy-= Marx~" .
 'ian Hegelian dia1ectic1/;th 3 a2nd(emerged out!of)the
' actual events.‘/ .

The point I wish to stress haere, however, is that in oxder to
. fully re-connect with Marx's legacy, the. breakthrough had-to be
not:* on his gmund alone, but on comp'l.etely new gmund for.our age
aa'well. ~Thus the(1953 Xetters on the Absolute Idea, which: Raya

Lo wrote ;in the ‘weeks B er Stalin's desth .and before :the: East ‘German .

' Y upri-ing. had to.‘encounter Hegel s dislectic.at .a point:
where neither Marx nor ‘Lenin had .gone, Marx's 1844 “critique:of .
the Hegalian Dialactic“ broke off before it reached. Hegal'a Absolutes.
and Leni’.n s Philosophic No:ebooks disregard the .last,paragravh-of

‘)m}ae Absolube xdea ‘in:Science of Logic. Furth ons,, Marx

naﬁ x,ﬁm ; e three
final 1" ogisma-o . vhich Hegel ed to his

It is here that- Raya:s
‘:I.n jtgelf a . form:cfs
“as the "Sclf-l:h:ln'k-

_i.n.s.._l;'_i.ee. the\gngle dialectic/that emerges from actualit and.
_from thought. .~ » W |
; MRS OB ’ , l . - \ & ‘

see why Raya eauswtheae 1953 tetten“
; ' In » sense one could call them our = . .
Rddress on Permanent Revolution, for they onened up a process i o
. t:hought: .that led to such a view of new ';ub;eci.s» of revolution.@ .
"such a perspective of a nev kind of orfja tion that the suppos¥ld-
iy "quieﬂanl-" 1950s really becams "a decacde oOf: >€ historic tﬂmfcm-‘ :
_ner. kind of orcanirat ion--News & Letters Committe@ss-.
_eetahliahad #k onca its uniqueness.in- bot:h nownmur

L cume editor, and each_ A 8 "Two Woxlds" colum by Raya.'. . '
't‘he”atories di:ectl.y !rom the shops and. pickcr. lines, *t.ho ned iJII ‘l"




T e

- 8pontaneity and organization which the boycott illuminated.[f:VH
"Fe
d

-8weep. all filth to the -shore.")

~ Cusaishs.on thedraft of iFRith miners, autoworkers and

- off ‘ravolutionaries: horn right 'in the USA; - N&L began to ., : \ "“ :

SRR BT L

granslgtion,of.aninha.Philosophic Notebaoks and her 1953 Letters
on.ﬁﬁg_pggbtutejxdpa. o L S
.- Far. from objective avents BEIﬁg used .to “prove* what the
breﬁkthguugh-in@thought had already.shown, the period that f£pllowed:
was One.waconstant,deepening.and.develonment of the fledgling
tendency, Marxist-Humanism, The.very next month after that first
ramphlet was puhlished, the Montgomery Bus Boycott broke out,
Pﬂhbxlﬂ,zggiggggg;ﬁeargignpiggg forkex's Journal re-tells its story
-focusing both on the critique -of union and Black leaders and rad-
icals who. failed to Support it,.and .on the relationship between

!

eryone knows Denby's favorite expression from that chapter: w

can’-lock: out .unon a calm sea aﬁ tell when a storm will rise and,
: . 3 - \ :l o
""hen .ve £ the Montgomery -Bus Boycott v
. The-greatest thing of all in.this Mont-~ t?;';;

TS Orgariization. was.its own workin .BX'.Q’ v/ J
Not only. that, .but.she’ concludes that the Montgomery PR

Bus Boycott and the Hungarian Revolution's(Woarkera:' con have .- 4 ¢/
tagether estahlished the Te that is itself a VOV

X EY.: ' M&E was the work that, to- \
;.the Huiiye N REVCIution, brought Marx's '"new Eumanism®

: -"th.:'..éf«;at'-,e -archivés :and. onto the. historic stage. - The two are.not - .

Bépgﬁggnﬂkﬂjuﬂtdéﬁlthe.writin@ of. MaF was-not-diuidei;gEQMﬁth;;Piaé;'
~studatits, -

 'If you.want ‘to:see ‘the single dialectic emerging from actuality: .. -

V,Tonﬁﬁhgtwvﬁxginiavminprgadipcuazing,the draft of MaF §

. °nd from thought in that period, read Olga's 1956 léRaya
Ei{ﬂﬂ?hﬂtéﬁiilthét~wor1dehiatoricAmoment.of-the mid-19508 b

as L. o} in‘ or.vad .daer
B . s

' ""“"Da’_"‘ APUE"OT MEF: - . & = o RO S ’
-7 | The:worker is . right whem he aﬁﬁihﬂifiﬁsztﬁafg"91"99m91°t°"‘

i g diffe pnt, :and -not . separs pd~from life itsel e and that r;
mmvfthinking_and‘ olng~be Lited."’fagce the theoretician has- :

e e _--:r.:‘-q'gught' this, just. this, impulse r O @ Ok p 8. work : 0 2
irtansecdoesnot end,, ' "n—beyinel A new unity of the-  ~.. .

- OR \ractice can~svolve only.w en the movement from - - - -
» - . oy ) e S RS g3 '\.' 7 .
' 'theory:-to Bractice meets e movement - from practice to the- ..

N

cew T

By X4 freedom movements
_kggﬁtiggaoub th 5 “Europe and Afriga,. b

X

_{;ﬁ#?!}!h@# tream of » flowing:out of. the work:of. -MsP,..to..

¥ those .struggles: Nat;ogalilg,zgggy-
the Afro-asd ~Revolutions; -¥Wo (IR
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attla Automat-.ion: Freedom R:.dprs Speak for Themsel reg ¢ 'I'he Free

In. the fall of 1960 and winter of 1961, when WBA had juat come off
the press and tinked woxkers' revolte to the new questioning and
activiem by youth, and when the civi) rights movement's sit-ins
were sweeping the Sfouth and speaking foxr themselves in N&L, at that
moment Raya decided to write summaries of Hegel's works (‘#2806)

and sketch the very earliest outline of what would be P&R. Fhe

calls it "Subjectivity of Felf-liberation® and exchanges letters

with Herbert Marcuse on its direction (¥#4316). The author of

Reas and Reunlution, one of the leading scholars on the dialectic
had wri ten: LI cannot see why vou need the Absolute Idea...”
He waf to go on the verv pext year to nublish his One-Dimensional

Yan, with its aszsertion that technofogy had absorbed all workers'
revolutionary subjectivity, and therxéby ironically to show how
necessary is the Absolute Idea for discerning concrete human forces

4f ravolution in our age. Raya's er.z@@, ig, to my mind,
g the moat iVluminating expositions o e concrateness of :

villosophy for today's political analyses that I have ever read

1t demands “further stuag,)

.

F'or Marxist-Humanism, the new “poming 6f Ph
nature came) '.lmmed:late'lv, as Kenn“a""'ra' unched tF

. vagioniand’ Pava hagan har Meskly Political Latters. . They take: !m' &

/. ‘a.nd lett_era ‘on the hook, w

25652 jee) 1n the Archives, and “whether they are on Cuba
Africavn ma'yse, eiyil rights movement@' the antiji-nuke pro!:ests, .
their‘dex._p ground*ng in. the - study of the dialectic is evidento_- g

‘can fo‘l low this JeVE onment'yourse

fached, what it meant was the :1aunch-

those:;llew g_and New Forces"
'I‘hus,aaw our ‘spon-

5f the Black

."caucuaea in the URIONS q . tfy founding

‘.,Wn'l Liberation— ch, the
subject fo ussion was not alone the state of the movement.

: but how "Why Hegel? Why Now?" illuminates the path frgm activity: .

) nd :_.'evo'l.t t:/ fun aocia1 revolu%
Philos@hx and Ravolution, 1 HY

inatho ‘devielopment of Marxist-Humaniem, and, I would.argud, was:

ceritral; to the re-creation of Marx's philosaphy _. ntireve:

et —— e et




W}\: é t down to., bur- age and -seq: he

.-n..,-..--‘—:

.J.'.«—'-' v - .
13 tog,_rup that | "Ahs §._New ‘Be i. A

———t

/ iyst, it appears 3s the unity o thoory and praotioo.
‘ﬁﬁzad M&E, where T .certainly had -elready grasped .the

‘bresk-up. of Absolute as tha: mdvament from practice “as
- well as. from theory, for them'td unite as revolutionary
rractice fior .our ‘age. - In there the central part-which
w:l L 1“‘ the ground for our age as the age -of -
- of ‘transformation of - the firat. workoro'
-siute: fnto o‘ta-to-oaoitali:m, does take up all pf Marx's
worka;n ‘philosophic, economic, hWistoric and political,
_Angd what do T call it? Minjity of £y and Prectice,'
ot. only: that. I, din a foot;gi’eﬂxk Marcuse' for his .-
Im!mf"?r“ork Heaso an?ijiovolution, -saying:I agree
_:with him that Marxism went neither wicf‘: Left Hegelians, . .
- nox what became of Hegélianism as that was trankformed
into opposite by the Right. . . . [ -
. ¥hy, - however; could I not have made} 3 ~cl§ar
. to mysalf: ag to pee that, much as ¥ learried from Mafcuse,
we ware- not. only.on differant planets .'politically* but
phi!.ohioally?---'l‘hg-_mgg aris in :Eac'l: t:hat unti‘l P&R.

' AB: ~Iaboxr, Black Dimension, W
v oration; . '!imth ﬁm'new ot .ofu 'nition oould boooma
. S RS e . with
- sea that '
U J : nd practice,(hut
o RNt ARAIngLenew !ooutdmom:. nhw worl.d Vview, -4nd that. not:
. 2 halism- kexr has no the
S ﬁgﬂ% e IS
ConT .'mo- nointr:bmnt to. make here is that no no ope from Marxt'e doat:h’
—to todnyv ‘has posged.Maxx as.'philosopher of rovo‘rtlt 1oo :Ln pommco,
IW moyed: to re-create that ohilosnpt ‘¥
L, 88 111'11:5&-1@ of . working out/ £
. :ln e aid npt do so exolingT\T. - Ayt
- Lz e F ® ng" 1t 758 new begin="
X Marx 8. concept of "revolution in pomnonoo" did ]
ﬂ.nd ,H:o MQ. oxpl:lcil‘; exproaoion with g_u__q_@_.r —
---.‘r.*:f::.ii fm RN AL ' QS
. -J’H.lton tp_what Raya n:l.ngloa out-. in- Hogol as he suns up ng,l-
i -khe. First times that is, before’ ho-odds the - thrie - \‘\ o}
fima oynoq:llmaz
hioEeda: pranisely in this Iut -section on phuos .
mln-m#tlekl t:ho -very xé

 soied WTCH duelie in ;m lpooioi or -iif
.'-‘J, u.. In W6 potently that . b

Ality.  The fault of.ali:these n
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Can't -you juat hear, -in ‘that quote from Hegel, echoes o€ Merx
striking out against Mikhailovsky for system-building, for ignor-
ing the ctuz) movement of "history and-its: process” in construct-
ing a I""h:l.stori.co-philoaophical theory, the supreme virtue of which
cmsim‘i’ﬁ”ﬁe supra-historical”? : ‘Yhethar ‘a8 .property-form or _
as form of orgsiization, the system as fatish, ap obstacle tohu-~
man freedon, is what the Hegelian-Marxian dialectic refuses to

" bow déwn.tv. Yat even.this is -still posed nagqatively, as what we

are againety - It is OWWMI 's three fi.
nal_syllogigms in the contex P&R that we are able to6.E% %
work out:’ thel expression of USal [

onsin. D Again it is inaeparable from the new age

..openad ‘with the mvolutions of the' 19503-

NQ‘M opened with the.end of :Ll,lusions, with

. : the"atart of reVolutions within the successful revoiutions,'
with the permanence of melf-development so'‘thut there
-should end, once and for aIL, the differance ‘betwien .t Qe

J':nd:l.vmnu and the UmVERYAL,: (P&, p. 265) ___._,\J

:I:t *1‘1 i:hat Gormnanca of se]:f—developmont“ withtn-zoach -one
of um in the fraadom movement that:alone can: hhd—-ehe aborted rev-
olutitma of our age and opéen t-.her pat.h t . - L :

o™ as P&R w?g(s\ off the pre -
- of, the: 19708 began to.sppear world-wide, stretching from-Nortigal/

Angola/ﬂovambique through Tebanon, ‘South Africa and Pran téo Nicar-'"" '
aguahand Grenada. The ‘hunger for philosophy" depicted ins'

Ourativity 1mrb1 s
tho-e rovo‘ut.:l.onl, bt
such pamphleta as Fra o and

ack . Thought s Working Women: for- Rreedg_g ‘and-Latin‘America's
hed Revolutions, each of which had iel origins:.in- m WL

NE
"’I-E‘ P

M: tha un- tiu, "nhy Hogol? Why Now?" cone:l.nucd to unfold




{'t56 ). presenteﬂ in April 97 I want: to mention the

up P&R, ch -1 in one way while ‘the presentatlon in-Apri

was given as-~we had asked, "Will the revolution in
- vance?® aggd singled out the dimensions of Africa, of women's 1ib—
eration ddﬂa of philosophy as the human powers that alone could
drive the revolution forwaxrd.

As with the revolutions of the 1960s, Rays now launched a new
saries of analyses of world events, beglnnxng~q;th the Portuguese
Revolution. Only now, instead of being called “Politzcal Letters,”
they 'were explicitly "Politicail-Philosophic Letters" -and the
"+ change in name was another way of showing that we did not alone

single .out ."Porces as Reason': we also viewed D ,

of revolution. Far from viewing philosophy as an internal %

wa now began' publishing: our Draft Perspectives theses in N&L for

all. pur readers to join in the discusaion. Finally, that wa was ex- .
: tended even to the publicaticn of dx ft chap ters of RLWLKM-in.the

! paper. ’ ¢ Lo

The same - decade of the 19708 that was filled with revolutions,
especially in the Third "orld, saw as well the publication of- Marx's

works ag a totality for the first time. The transcription of Marx's L

‘Hotebooks on- Bthnology ‘and on Russian and Indisan peasant society ;
mfocused attention on Marx's last decade. The convergehce:of new '/
global economic crises, the rise of new freedom movements, espec-
"1#1ly. the Women's Liberation Movement, and the- availability for -
the’ first: time ‘of Marx's work as a totality,  provided the impetus
for ‘RINLKM. " “The freedom movements were-posing new queations on

jzﬂzaggg_gggggigggigg and on the-’ relationship of techno agi 11y
"backward - lands to- advanced ‘ohes.  Ye wa come - ,b ) S
o RN, ~We see- : b YEd, & TasK That Ramains be»
‘- pone: The Un:lque and ‘Unf iy botdeng_of Today'sa “{omen's/ -
Liberati-- Movement. '~ Aft tr of a, ‘we would have
-eeo-—-platie an- emphasis. on the}" "o ions, not only
" ofi:the WILM, but of the: "30 Years movements from bractice that weref
themselves forms of theory"--all of them. : ‘

. n ch. 8, Raya points out the two most serious errors of to~

ay's WLM:0as 1) failure to see Rosa Luxerburg-as feminist and rev-
olutionary; and 2). the attempt to reduce Marx to a. single "disci-:
pline” (anthropologist, economist, etec.). And it is sngelnian e
."Marxism; wheéE§§ in the Origin of the amil as covering up ‘Marx?! a“
concept ‘of ‘Man/doman; or in Anti-ﬂﬁhrﬁiﬁ as reducing the.Marxian,

- ddalectic £o a- form of poaitivinm, that is soen anm crippling all ?{
movements. . A

- )

9rociaely bacause the revolutipns of the 1970a rai-ed sueh
ngw questions. on- forms of organization/’ aqd on the relationahip .
of thcory to practice which that. stunted Marxism could noe anlwar,

P
A




Raya ‘concludes.

ilosoPhy of revolution, neither JOmen 8 Liberationista,
ho¥ EE%{EE?IE of humanity «ill have discovered the ground )
that w ascure the success of the revolution. :Jggw‘ r.109)
; e 2
Crucial to that return has been the re-examination GEJEhe :
Critique of the Gotha Program (CGP) as described in the beginning
.-of this talk. ‘e Laé-geen the CGP in M&F, right within the con-
‘fﬁbluding chapter, o it is posed as the basis of the new soci-
‘ ety in which(TaPor is liberated from the twin tvrannies of huto-
. ‘mation and the~ Plan and becomes "itsalf the first necessikty of .
falivin .:] In RIWLEM, CGP is seen as Marx's project1on of the need.
de-phila ophy from the question of form of organiza-
beginning Wi "ending the antithesis between mental and
v manual labor." One might argue that this iz exactly what News &
5 etters Committees has strivef] to do from its birth, with our form
10 oxrganization, our form of newspaper. Yet in grounding ourse1vea
~1 ‘explicitly in Marx's "Revolution in Permanence" as form of organi—
h’vation, we are now saying something much deeper about the "se '
development of the individual" and the relation of each of ushéﬁf\
.the Marxiut-Humaniat Archives, :

‘J’..:L‘

IV Living Archives

- “iéh apologies to D&R "“hy Archives? “Thy Now?*. © in part T -
think the answer has. come.from our experience vith the archives of—
Harx'rwith what~it means-to have the totality of his work. Ve have

seenvhow it todk ‘the-Russian Revolution to get the 1344 Humanist

d““nzld-:g u:ions"tﬁ"!tﬂEIly'4:
But./it isn'®
. \ w : ocasis’; 1}’
" of what it meana_ , when- you, in a very dife.
~ fer: e!t. .age, have.to work out new probléMs -he could only see.in out~
, 1ine as ‘they first appeared. The- movement suffered fﬁbm not having
Marx 8 archivea. e

Tl

e In 1969. when P&R was *n draft form. and the revolutions o
1968bhad p:oved the insufficiency of the act a1one, Raya didn't
confino heraalf to circulating the chapters and to holding the ;.

V;magnificont Black-Red and‘WﬁJS&L confarences. She (155 begdn“the
//Raya .Duna evskaya. Colleztiony ~~our Archives-— and insisted that-
. 1t be made:available far and'wide. Raya's collection remains to"u’
thia“aay the only one with a requirement that it he made availabiet,
to . all who wish to study it, with no restrictions or “proof of
acholarly;intentiona" required. It is now available on microfilm
in over 30;libraries acro he country, and several overseas. 'Weff:
hava added to the Archive ree times since, bringing i; up to




on the eve of RLILKNM.

Since then, we have had not only’the finxshed work, but all
the .additlons tc it made after it was published. 1e» have the new
Introductions to AAR and ACOT: Marx and the Third world and the
L on Grenads. 'l have Perspectives Thases from 1981-84 and the
Constitut'ion of News & Letterh Committees we adopted last year.
Angd’ 'by this spring we will have in our hands the pamphlet on the
1949-50 mirvars genersl strike. This year we will add again to the
Archivea, and as preview to that [ want to very briefly speak a-
boﬂ!: twvo of those additions: th rticle in Praxis, and th ara—/%
‘draph addéd o p. 180 of nmmm

‘of “Jomen's

The Praxie article, *Marx's Néw Humanism and the Dialectice/
Liveration in ‘Primitive and Modern Societies," is hot entitled “Marx'c
Concept 'of Man/’voman.“ or more precisely, Marx's concept of Man/
Woman, his view of the revolutionary power of the "feminine ferment"

an not be understood ocutside the development of the 'Whole of Marx,*
%9‘&" Eent of thought. Here you see the way each Subject -
Jution“emerges as @ new ~category when the _ohjective situ-

leaiglive when separated from reason. "The whole of Marx,"--
aligysa-is the determinant here. e can ses it '°h.=.. Rayo
X2y a€ ballown sketch of Marx on women’s liberation
RLWI.!GG) and asks, what Marx did in the 1850s (the one decade not
)--anc! f£inds: both hig activity with the women work-
t Preston is support of Lady Bulwer-Lytton,
or daring to oppose her aristocratic-
And we can see it when Raya lashes out against
1 vitkin, who now praise Marx's last decade, only
.\t 30 years of work as "Euro-—centered "

of RLWLKM the argument ia not with
‘Raya ‘wasg dlaaat:.sfied with simply saying
o accident" that Engels skipped over the Asiatic Mode of
Idmln his Origin of the Pamily, Private Property and the
‘ '-Jhat becomes clear is that Engels skippe r the AMP
despotic rule,
lyin of divisions® ‘Between chief and ranks in the prim- )
dgnine. Both stemmed from @ view of human history, l/
, 1ot materialism which never fully"gra'sped “history angl its
R : ne might almost: say that Engels' view is not so £hr
3 ;'remmm the unilinear concepts of Mihailovseky: or at the least
o .‘thit ngelgianism laid. the ground for grogertg—-fom—-rather than
= elations with their revolutionary duality--to become
L anl: to "soci.aliem" for post-Marx Marxists. Doesn't’ Trotsky's
'1n tence that nationalired property made .Russia a. workers' atate
e 1f;e all," stem from this, just this, Engelsian divergence
:Emm Marx's Mnrxiam? :
f"




~13-

« . .But let's return to the addition to p. 130 to see the pos-
itive expression of Marx's Marxism as we are re-creating it today.
Frankly, it is this ‘sentence .that--for bhetter or worse--motivated
the. form of this presentation, because it speaks so exp]icitly of
tha whole of Marxiatnnumanism s:view of Marx:
Marx transformed what, to Hegel, was the synthesis-of the
'*Self--Thinking Idea' and the 'Self-bringing forth of lib-
ty' as the emergence ‘of arpew;society. The many paths
K get there were left open. -

'
R

It is our task «-each one of ue-- to travel those many paths
50 concretely that the “self-development of each individual® be-
comes inseparable from the realization of "universal freedom."”
I we ‘do that, .we will not only grasp the meaning of “"history and
its process," we will live it.

"Tin press is the ruthless language and mamfzst
l'magc of the historical lplrlt of the people .
— Rarl Marx
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A history of worldwide revoluticnary developments Y o

25 Years of Marxist-Humanism in the US>

by Raya Dunayevskaya,

iong! Chairwoman, News and Letters Committees

New stage of prodyction,
New stage of cogr:{?i’on,
New kind of organization

- Ever since I began preparing for the celebration
of May 5 as the birth-lime of history—Marx's new con-
tinent of thought—I have been rethinking the birth of
Marxist-Humanism in the US, There was no way to
sum up 25 years of the birth and development of the
News and Letters Commiltees, as well as News & Letlers
as paper, without taking account of the philosophic
breakthrough on the Absolute Idea as containing a
movement from practice as well as from theory. That
occurred in 1953, Once the split in the State.Capitalist
Tendency, known as Johnson-Forest(1), was complete in
1055, our very first publication reproduced my May
12.20, 1853 Letters on the Absolute Idea slong with the
f;i“};g English transiation of Lenin's Philosophic Note-

oo0ks, .

In a word, while 1955 saw the birth of News and
Letters, both as Committees and as our paper, 1953 saw,
at one and the same time, the emergence, in the John-
-scn-Forest Tendency, of open divergencies towards ob-

 Jective events (be it Stalin’s death, the East German
revolt, the Beria purge, or McCarthyism), as well as

towards the sypjective idea of what type of paper
. Correspondence™vas to be and what was ils Telationship
o Marxism.

£ L] * .

. In reaching back to 1953, a new illumination dis-

"~ closed that we were really talking, not about a single
_year, but about the period 1949-1854, After all, nothing
. shost of the second Industrial Revolution had emerged
with the Introduction of Automation in the mines, The
- actual word, Aulomation, was not invented until five
years later during the wildeats in auto in Detroit. The
truth, however, is that Automation did Initiate a new
stage in Industrial preduction.

And since our age refuses to keep the objective and
the subjective In totally separale compartments, it was
during thal period that 1 working on three things
at one and the same tlme(‘ 1) i was aclive jn the Miners'
General Strike of 1948-50 during the day and evening{ 2
Late at night I was translating Lenin’s Abstract
Hegel's Sclence of Logle, sepding these transiations with
covering letters to Johnson{ 3)/1 was working on a book
on “Marxism and StateCapWalism,” These three activi-
ties led to a three-way correspondence between mysell,
Johnson, and Lee (Grace Lee Boggs).

(1) Johnson (C.L.R. James) broke with Forest (Raya
Dunayevskaya), co-founder of the Stale-Capitalist
Tendency, in March, 1955, News and Letlers Com-
" mittees begun Ifunctloning at once as Marxist-Hu.
manists,

B *w wﬁigjd\"} 0 Iy
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Furthermore, insofar as the year 1953 is concerned, a)
something new has just emerged in re-examining that
year. Although we had long ago known that Lee and
1 had totally different analyses of the March 5th death
of Stalin and what we were to do about it, it is only
now that I can see the link that connects thohsti diffﬁir-
ences in 1953 to the period, 1948-51. Because pi ilosophic

beginnings native ground for Marxist-Humanism
which cmerged 1 9 didn’ ome manifest u
1953‘ and boca Letters, in turn, € fied what

politically didn't come to fruition until the actual split
of the Johnson-Forest Tendency in 1055 (at whiec

i

L] L] -

IT IS IMPORTANT-tha
of production, A
revoll against : Ve BILE K¢
in the same way as, 853, we looked at the first
revolt against state.capitalism d its work-norms in
East Berlig, The poin hat ta

othfo revolt/were every bit as crucial fo

e-cmergence of Marx's Humanism in our age, a
had been the outbreak of World War II for the birth
of the State-Capitalist Tendency, To grasp the divide.
within the State-Capitalist Tendency as it grappled with
the Hegelian dialectic and the historic re-birth of Marx'
Humanism, it is necessary o look a! the three-wyy
correspondence on Lenin's Abstract of Hegel's Sclence
of Logic as Lenin grappled with the Hegelian dialectic
at the outbreak of World War I. Let's follow the se——
quence of letters that accompanied the various sections
of Lenin's work g to Johnspn-s pp g

._eo\

notes o¢h the Doctrine of Being, The covering note
refers to the “Noles on the Dialectic” Johnson had

we look at the new stage

i

time they were first M it_is_necessary 4t & :
to Begin at the beginning in 1949-51, H'ﬁ/ i
) |

1948, which had then impressed me very g N

writtepcig

much. 240 made me call attention to tha - "

fact that ! gve : at ) 7 K
- hook s pw apprecia- ﬂ” -

tion of the FEell-deveTopment-of tHE Toncepl,"Jno malle :

how “idealistic" that sounds, Lenin had writlen: “Hegel
analyzes concepts which usually appear dead and he
shows that there is movement in them. The finite? That

means movement has comg t 7 That
means eing in general? That means
such [ndeterminafeness that Being=Nol-Being , , . "

I
(2) The letters Feb, 181949 thro

1951 are incTuded (n Val. XTIT of the Rays Duma.
yevskaya Collection, “Marxist-Humanlsm, 1041 to
Today: Its Origin and Development In America,”
available on microfllm from the Archives of Labot
History and Urban Affairs, Walter Reuther Library,
Waync State University, Detroit, Mich. 48202, Par.
enthetical references in this article refer to specific
Volumes in this Collection,

) 1,67-_111%}.' :




It is with this new appreciation I felt for Lenin’s
Philosophle Notebooks that a philosophle division started
to emerge between the two founders of the State-Capl
tallsl Tendency--Johnson and s to

ohnson contl [’ June ever
ot an acknbwledgement of the receipt any” part of

lhe translation, The silence did not stop me from con-
inuing efther with the translation or the covering notes.

" Thus, oniFeb ?g I sent him a translation of Lenin's
notes oh the Doctrine of Essence, singling out three new
points_for a "historical materialist” to be concerned
with: Suddenly Lenin was emphasizing very strongly
the seguence of dates of publication which showed
Hegel's Logic (1813) to hzve preceded Marx's Commu.
nist Manifesto (1847), and that to have preceded Darwin's
Origin of the Species (1858); 2) Furthermore, Lenin
was now emphasizing the genius of Hegel's apprec:atmn.
not just of Essence but also of Appearance as agai
the Kantian impenetrability of the “thing-in-itself"; @
Lenin was breaking fully wit '.;iuus stress on the
theory of lhe _primacy of | Causality,’\ now_seeing-th

" b nd vice vé?
alily, otali
wholeness, s richer than law.” At that pmnt he was

underlming the language of ccrtaln “defmmons of
nd

- 1 concluded the translation
AN/ of Lenin's wark and sent Johnson the section on the

) Doctrine of the Notlon, my covering note for it no
donbl; shocked him: “Let me say at the start that although

; nu have entered inlo ‘this conspiracy with Lenin, the

\ g } \the_{wo ‘versions’ (of the

striking, ¥ Frcte that Lenin's notes

5 "the Notion ‘are as lengihy as those on the: Inlroduc-
=y lon, and Doctrines of Being and Essence combined -

“aithough . you 'speni that much lime on Natlon, and

- included its practice, the thing you chose most to stop
 at’anid say: hic Rhodus, hiclta to was the Law of Con.,
radiction in’ ¢ ) chooses to singlef.

} _;'-‘ the Kantlans and Hum:sts at the beginning of the
- 20th eentury more in the Feu:ibachian (and Buchnerian)
ithan. ln a Hegeiian manner. "

I Contrast lhis to,what Johnson and Lee drew from
tnnslnho they discussed it between them-
selves on'(May 277)"Previous to 1914 the whole revolu.
tionary moVemant, the Second Internalional! and all the
rest of them,” we!'e eszentially in the Realm of Being.
. Even Lenin before. 1914 was not very conscious of
‘Esvence, although the objective situation in Russia drove
him to the Logic, The key to Lenin's notes on Logic
Is this relation lo Essence. We today have not only to
* do Essence, but also Notion, the dislectic of the party. K
Lenin, they claimed, “is more concerned with self-move:
menl than he is wllh Notion." .

S ll vory nearly beyond comprehension o find
__haw they could make such s claim in the face of the
fact. that Lonin's commentary .on the Doctrine of the
Votlon Was more com rehenslve thln what Lenin had

M ﬁm/hw ~n "

il son > e
’.;1--.. R A
- ‘-Tq.. ! {¢/.rj; :__._é:

* _-'-"“"' - _
-~ ....,.....,....... -
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Background for head of Marx is a handwritten
page of Lenin's manuscript, Conspectus of
Hegel’s book, Science of Loglc—-September-De-
cember, 1914. (This superimposed graphic was
used for cover of Marx's Capital and Todays
Glohal Crisis, published Jan, 1978.)

written on all the rest of the Logic combined. In truth,
as early as the Preface and Introduction, before he ever
got into the Sclence of Logic "proper" Lenin called
attentior to the fact that the three categories of Notion—
Universal, Particular, Individual—were precisély where
Marx “flirted” with Hegel, especiaily in Chapter 1 of
Capital, Which is why, when Lenin made his own leaps,
he insited that no Marxist had understood Capital, “es-

pacially Chapter 1, unless he had studied the whole ;
Logie. : T Q‘Pa:r
N R

PERHAPS WE CAN UNDERSTAND part of the
reason why wher-we—reagd the letter in which Johnson
finally (an| 8487 first acknowledged the trans-
lation of Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks and my com-
menlanes He wrote: “You are covering a lot of ground
and it is pretty good. But after conversations with G (3)

& reading (carefully, this time) your correspondence.
1 fcel that we are still off the point . . ." Clearly, it is
not I with whom they disagreed as holly as they did
with Lenin. Indeed, they had not th hiest notion of
what Lenin was talking about untirJuly $, when finally
Lee did get down to the Doctriné”ol” Notion as Lenin
worked [t out, They conlinued to be preoccupled with
their own grent philosophic knowledge, Johnson stressing
to Lee, "After wecks of palnful~back and forth, In*and
vutyou and I bearing the burden./ . ."

13) G was Grace Lee,
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B “publicly as an

Whatever “burden” they were bearing, it certainly,
wasn't comprehension of Lenin's Absiract of Hegel's
Science of Logle, though Johnson continued to tell me
precisely how ‘many words I was to write on Capital,
how many on Legic (1,000 words on each topic!). I
plunged into a concrete study of differences in Lenin,
pre- and post-1914, and then into how the dialectic
affected the varylng structural changes in Capllal, as
well as the objective development of capitalist produc.
tion from the end of the 10th conlury to the present,

Finally, on July 8, 1949, Lee began seriously Lo go
al Lenin's Nolebooks as well as Hegel's Doctrine of the
Notion: “In the final secticn on Essence (Causality) and

the beginning of the section on Notion, Lenin breaks .

with this
sees the

i of inconst irigism. He
scientific_method, e.g., the

to explain the relation between
mind and matter. Freedom, subjectivity, notion—those
are the categories by which we will gain knowledge of

the objectively real.”

» L »

" EXCEPT FOR SEVERAL letters by me on the
changes in the structure of Capital (see those dated
. Jan. 24, Jan, 30, June 7, 1950, and Jan, 15, 1651), the
three-way philo, dence stopped at 1950,
as W& prepared 1o- face a new (and [ast) conveniion
with the SWP by writing the document State-Capitalism
and -World Revolution, It is true that that document,
dated August 1950, had, for the first time, a section
directly on philosophy, ' writlen by Lee, Peculiarly

. ‘enough, it centered, not on the Absolute ldea—which

we ‘had reached (but not completed) in our three-way

-+ ! correspondence—but on Contradiction. The following
= year,'theJohnson-Forest ?dency'leﬁ the SWP for-

-geod and -all, but we did at once. declare ourselves
‘ . independ®nt Marxist tendency. The
“Korean. War and McCarthylsm were still raging, and

. 'we.'were . experimenting with a.decentralized form of

"', .organjzation and-a new form of paper-—Corresponden

ut” only”in mimeographed form,

;. -By 1953, it wa_é‘ decided to come out with a printed,
public paper, and towards that end we were preparing for

“the first: {and what turned out to be the last) convention
~'of: what. had been’ the ‘united Johnson-Forest Tendency.
- Everything changed with the death of Stalln on March

»5,"when suddenly, it wasn't only the obfective situation
hat had so radically changed, but divergencles appeared
beiween Lee and me within the Tendency. Let us look

+at‘the seqtience of events thal followed Stalin's death.

S fI‘}'lii_f'\r'e'ry same day I wrote a political analysis

ot

:which stressed that an incubus had been lifted from the
.minds-of both thie masses and the theoretician; and that,
therefore, It was. jmpossible to think that this would not

- result’in.a_new form of revolt on the part of the work-
- ers, Secondly, when- Charles Denby (the Black produc-
. lionworker .who' was lo ‘become the editor of News &

- Letlers after the splil) called me upon hearing of Stalin's
‘death; 1 asked him to inquire about other workers'

- ~reactions to the evenl. When he reparied these conver-

satlons, I suggested n second article that would repro-
duce ‘the 192021 Trade Union debate between Lenin
~and: Trotsky within the context of both Russia and the
"U.S,, 1833, Denby. not only approved both ideas but
:the very nexl.day brought me a worker's expression:

. ¥I hdve Just the one to take Stalin's place—my foreman.”

At was that expression which became the jumping-off
_place for my analyils:of the 102021 debate, on the

one hand, and Slalin's death in 1953, on ti’ie other, The
article was called “Then and Now."

Lee (who wps then on. the West Coast and
) had a very different view of what
ind of anMyss of Stalin's death was needed, because—
far from secing any concern with that event on the
part of American workers——she made her point of
departure the fact that some women in one factory,
instcad of listening to the radio blaring forth the news
of Stalin's death, were exchanglng hamburger recipes.
She so “editorialized” my analysis and so passionately
stressed the alleged indifference of the American pro
letariat to that event, that the article became unrecog-.
nizable, It was included in the mimeographed Corre.
spondence of March 18, 1953 (Vol, 3, No. 12} as “Why
Did Stalin Behave That Way?"

» - -

IN DETROIT, I WAS preparing a “Speclal Feature"
for the issue of Correspondence of April 16, 1853 (Vol 4,
No. 2), devoted to the 152021 de which carried the
subtitle: “An Historical Event an Organizational
Incident.” The following issue, April 30 (Vel 4, No. 3),
likewise had a “Special Fealure,” which described the
dispute over the polilical analysis, holding that it wasn't
possible to substilute a description of the inditference
of a few women in a single factory exchanging ham-
burger recipes for the politicaj analysis of the ramifi-
cations of a world event such as Stalin's death. That
issue then reproduced the article on Stalin's death as
originally written,

Clearly, the whole month of April was taken up
with this dispute and the polemical letters that accom-
panied it, by which time I was so exhausted that I asked
for a week off wag- during that wesk that I wrplp :
two things: OrleMas a critique of Deutscher—whom I

called a Stalinist parading 2s _a_Trotskyiskisaxing of . -~
his analysis of the JeGlléctivity of leadership’ that it -
had, in fact, alway e course toward totalitar-

lanism’s single maximum leader, and at no time more
so than when Stalin arose out of his so-called “collective

leadership.” EERI

Thg‘.’?'aq er was the May 12 Letter on the Absolute
Idea, 1 returned to Detroit, and though I plunged into
organizational activity, 1 couldn't resist golng from
Science of Logic and Phenomenclogy of Mind, with which
the May 12 letter was concerned, to the Phlicsophy of . |

Mind on May 20, The point that was singled out'by Lee, '

who had called them nothing short of “the ‘equivalent’

of Lenin's Notebooks for our epoch,” was the fact that
[ had discerned a movement from practice, Johnson:.
refused to discuss the Letters, sent Lee to Detroit with -
the promise that he would comment after he returned

to England and after we had finished with our conven-
tion, to ba held in July, . -

L] » [ ] .
AS WE KNOW, THE subjective movement—not of

intellectuals debating, but of miltions of masses in
motion—transforms the objective scene totally, In this

case. the June 17, East German Revolt which erupted .

was followed, within two weeks, by a revolt from inside
Russia—the slave labor camp of Vorkuta, Both -events
so electrified the world that this time there was no way .
lo narrow the question (o an “internal. matter.)” The -
July convention, however, proceeded without any refer.
ence to these Lelters on the Absolute Idéa, Thus, no one
knew either that they contained an- anticipation of a
movement from practice, or that they had fully worked
out a logical conclusion of all that threeway corre:




spondence from 1948 to 1851, The convention proceeded
to vote for preparing the first printed Correspondence
In September and date.lining it Octuber 3, 1853,

What was happening objectively in the world, how- .

ever, had little regard for the fact that Lee and 1 had
agreed to stop the polemic. The East German revolt
had so shaken up the Russian burcaueracy that it brought
about the first form of deStalinization, Though it was
nol yet designaled -as dcStalinization, the truth is that
Stulin's heir tried hard to disassuciate himself from the
Immediate causes of the totality of the Russian crisis.
Thus, the post-Stalin rulers stopped the Korean War:
shot Beria, the head of the Secrel Service and the most
hated man of the totalitarian bureaucracy; and insti-
tuted some mild reforms, such as a turn lo consumer.
ism—without, however, demurring to Malenkov as the
one allegedly chosen by Stalin,

In ‘my analysis of the Beria purge, though I called
attention to the fact that when thieves fall out, the one
who was “not to be forgotien, although little known at
present” was Khrushchev, my main point was: “We are
atl the beginning of the cnd of Russian totalitarianism,
That does nol mean_the sta i list bureaucracy will

——

14 are moving o
c_open strl erciless fight
fo~the erd™* Wha fessed was: “There isTne getling
away from (i, the Russian masses are not only ill-fed,
itt-clad, and ill-housed. They are rebellious,”

There was no way of keeping this article out of
the Lead of the first issue of the printed Correspondence,
because thal was what was happening in the objective
world and we were now public. That did not, however,
- _mean_that Johnson and Lee greeted it enthusiastically.
““Quite the contrary. It was met with the same hostility as
was my analysis of Stalin's dcalh and the critique of it
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by followers of Johnson and Lee continued for several
issues,
L) L] .

THE ANALYSES OF BOTII Stalin and Berla were
wrlllcn while McCarthyism was raging in the country.
All throe events brought nbout a sharp conflict belween -
Johnson and Lee on the one side, and me on the other,
It was clear that in the two years between leaving the
SW nd the appéarancg of Correspofidence there had

developed in the followers of Johnson a great diversion

imm_unxmsr - m as well as from the Amerjean revolution,

u sm was Europe's respnns:bil!l' .
T

ATET itain ra'ﬁ'i-r than lhe American workers herc
could dlssmate the war clouds over Formosa,

‘The truth is that they were not prepared to fight
McCarthyism, once the war clouds began to form and we
were listed in December 1954, When Johnson could not
win a majority of the organization, he broke it up.(4)
War and revolution have always constituted the Greatl -
Uivide between Marxist revolutionaries and escaplsts.

Within a short month, we held our first Conference,
which decided that our new publicalion, News & Letters,
would appear on the sccond anniversary of the June
1953 East German revolt; that it would be edited by &
production worker; and that I should complete the work
on Marxism, now known as Marxism and Freedom—
From 1776 Uniil Today, At the same time that we
singled out the four forces of revolt—rank and file
labor, Blacks, women and youth—we projected the call-
ing of a Convention within a year to ereate, for the [irst
time, a Constitution for the committee form of organiza.
tion we were working oul as agalnst a “vanguard party
te lead.” In November, 1835, we published as our first
pamphlet the translation of Lemns Abstract of Hegel's
fsiem:e of Logie, along with my Letters on the Absolute

ca,

" (4) See “Johnsonism: An Appraisal” by O'Brien, a 1958
MJCrc-

Bulletin whigh is includ the, Archives,
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1. Where to begin: Laying New Theoretical

and practical foundations and establishina
new international relations

THE UNIQUENESS OF our original contributions
to Marx's Humanism was first manifested in catching a
direct link to it In 1055, at the very time when we were
most concrete about the negative features of our state-
capitalist age.

It is true that the germ of Marx's Humanism was
present from the very beginning of my break with
Trotsky at the oulset of World War 11 and my subse-
quent study of the class nature of Russia as a state-cap-
italist society, An unpublished section of that analysis,
“Labor and Society.” did root itself in an 1844 essay by
Marx on the role of labor as the very essence of the class
nature of any society. However, | did not then single
out Humanism as the focal point, nor did the Stale-
Capitalist Tendency, when it enjoyed a brief, six-week,
independent existence in 1947, and published the 1842
essay In one of its mimeographed bulletins, (See Vol,
1V, Sec. III of the Marxist-Humanist Archives.)

The major document of the Tendency, StateCapital-
lsm and World Revelution, dismissed Humanism because,
in the late 1940s, it had appeared in the forms of Exist.
entialism and of Christian Humanism. 1t was only after
the final break with Johnson: it was only when new
forms of workers' revolts sprang up—that the Humanlsm
of Marx was brought onto the historic stage of our own
age. .

The year'1880 i3 an especially relevant vantage
. point from which to view the birth of Marxist-Humanism
in the U.S,, both because a quarter of a century is a
serious enough perfod of time to measure the political-
philosophic analyses against the objective world events:
and because wars, even when they are but distant clouds
‘on the horizon, do form the Divide also within Marxist
- groitps—if, within those groups, there Is an element un-
:able to meet the objective challenge.

. Al our birth we were at once put to the test, not
only because of the McCarthyite listing of our Tendency,
- which the Johnson faction sought to escape, but because,
- - especially because, of our attitude to objectivity on three

- very dlfferent levels: determining how to fight Me-
Carthylsm when war clouds formed: recognizing the
movement from practice which was ltself a form of
theory—in East Berlin: in Detroit: in Montgomery, Ala,:
and lesting, in the philozophic sphere, Russias attack
on Marx's Humanist Essays during the undercurrent of
proletarian revolts, . . :

No doubt, great illumination on Carter's 1980 drive
for war (with the old Cold War warrior, Reagan, stil!
further to the Right) could be gained from a look back
at what happened with the appearance of the war clouds
over -Formosa in ‘the mid-1050s, when McCarlhyism was
“shll -prevalent bolh in the form of the reactionary old
China lobby's jingolstic refrain: “Who lost China?”, and
In the form of attacks on the Left so virulent as {o cause
splits within it as well, Including the break-up of the
. -State-Capitalist Tendency. Bui the crucial polnt of refer-
“ence for the birlh of Marxist-Humanlsm i the U.S. is

" imbedded in the philosophic capacity to recognize the

genius of the masses from below In a way that records
its movement from practice as itself a form of theory,

Beginning with the very first issue of our new
publication, News & Letlers, In June, 1955 in commem-
oration of the second anniversary of the East German
Revolt, we related that revolt to the new, 1955 forms
of revolt at home. There were growing wildcats against
Automation in Detroit and by the end of the year the
Montgomery Bus Boycott had erupted in Alabama. Be-
cause we saw that event not as some isolated incident
against discrimination in a benighted Southern city, but
as the beginning of 4 whole new age of Black revolt,
our edilor, Charles Denby—to this day the only Black
production worker to edit a Marxist journal—decided
to revisit his Alabams home. The second part of his
autobiography, Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Jour-
nal, (5} begins with “Visiting Montgomery.”

In 2 word, both natienally and internationally, znd
not just locally, the revolts and wildeats ware vecorded
not alone as militant happenings, but as those new forms
of workers' revolt that signified a new stage of cogni-
tion as well, And, indeed, the third testing came in the -
philosophic sphere. :

It is not that the leading Russian theoretician, Kar- -
pushin, had any such gozl in mind, The very opposite -
was the case, In launching his .attack on .the.voung ..
Marx's Humanist Essays (the now famous 1844 Ecos. .
nomic-Philosophic Manuscripts), Karpushin was banking
on the fact that the article would be taken in the guise
in which he presented it: freeing the “materialist” Marx ..
from the abstruseness of the “idealistic” Hegelian phrase .
Marx was using—‘negation; of the negation,” American:. . .’

tion” beeame the butt of their jokes. :

pragmatists fell into the trap: “negation of the- .ng'gq;"-_

Convinced that what the Russians were attacking
had nothing whatever to do with the alleged abstruse. -
ness of “negation of the negation” (which, for Marxists, '
had always stood for revolution); that it had everything
to do with the here and now, specifically in East Europe
—I criticized both the Russian state-capitalists ecalling
themselves Communist theoreticlans, and the Amerlean
pragmatists.(6) 1 insisted that, far from the polemie

(5) The 1978 edition of Indignant Hesrt: A Black
Worker's Journal (South End -Press. Boston) re- -
produces Part I, first published in 1852, and the : ..
new Part II as one continuous revolutionary life. . .70
story, Nevertheless, there is no way not to see the

" difference between what was written before the
break with Johnson and the 25-year self-develop-
ment thal came with becoming the editor of News

& Letlers, ) _ S
Sec my letter in Philosaphy of Science, - L
Vol. 23, No, 3, objectling to the manner Twhish

Americans had reported on the International Con-" -
Bress for the Philosophy. of Science. “See-also -t
Marxlim and Freedom, pp. 62.68, on Karpushin’s

tirst attack in Questions of Philosophy, No. 3, 1355,




being o matter of dogmatic hair-splitting, it hid a fear
of revolution, and that Russia must be sensing a new
revelution in East Europe similar to the East German
revolt they had driven underground,

The great Hungarian Revolution broke out the
following year. Flve months before that historic oceur-
rence, we held the first Convention of News and Letters
Committees, So firmly grounded were we in the totally
new movement from practice for freedom, and so con.
fident were we that the 1955 Russian attack on Marx's
Humanist Essays did signify more revolis to come, that
my July 8, 1856 report to that first Convention, “Where
to .Begin,” stressed that the “active relationship of
theory and practice is the essence of Marxism,” and
concluded that the “continuous thread from history is
a sort of wireless communication that will first be de-
coded in our age which will see to it that the idea of
workers' freedom is not so feeble that it will not
actually come to b ay.” (Sce Vol, VI, Sec. I, 2.}

FlRS'l‘ AND FOREMOST, Ave considered it of the

uance of-Ne rs
which i§ at the same time
mmmi—mm«m}
hat a Black

we made Tire ¢ prodiiction " worker,
Charles Denby, would be its editor,

" The Constitution we adopted, at one and the same
time singled out four forces of revolulion—rank and
file labor, Black dimension, youth, and women's libera-
‘tion—and held that, since each generation must inter-
pret Marxism for itself, it Is up to us to re.establish

both the American and the Humanist world roots of -

Marxism, and o do so in comprehensive, theoretical:
historical “book form.” Marxism and Freedom, from
1778‘ until today ‘was completed the next year,

It was structured on the movement from practice,
3 ',meana Jimited to our age. Quite the contrary.
Chnpter I begins ‘with "The Age of Revolutions: In.
- -dastrial, Social-Political, Inteliectual.” But where the

ﬁrst revolutions of the_ industrial age are followed by

‘;the "birth of:classical political economy and the Hegellan
dialeclic. Marx's “New Humanism” leads to the Com-
munist>Manifesto, which anticipated the 1848 revolu-
~tions, :Nevertheless, as Marx's new continent of thought

e develops and deepens, it Is clear that the great historie

events like the Civil War in the U.5., followed by the
struggles for the: 8-Hour Day, and the Paris Commune,
exercised so strong an impaet on Marx as to change

; "'the structure of hls greatest theoretical work. Capital.

. In our own age I felt strongly, as I put it in the
: ilntroductlon to Marxisni and -Freedom, that: “No theo-
“retician, today more than ever before, can write out of
his" own head. Theory requires a constant shaping and
.reshaping of ideas on -the basis of what the workers
lhemselves are doing and thinking . . . Because we live
jn_an. age of absolutes—on the threshold of absoiute
Ireedom out of the struggle against absolute tyranny—

—l"-.‘the compelllng need for a new unity of theory and
*practice dictates .a new method of writing.. At least,

Bt dictated the method by which this back was written,”

| thcreupon undertook a tour in which [ submitted
.drafts of various chapters to groups of workers (min-

“Ters -especially) ‘and student youth, discussing the buok
- ~with:them in more than one stage of the writing. I

. 'then:began to.submit outlines of the book to intellec-
“ tuals.- It was no easy matter to find a publisher in the
-‘r_rpld‘ 10505 ‘for ‘a "book on Marx's Humanism that also

included, as Appendices, the first English transiation
both of Marx's 1844 Economic.Philosophle Manuncripts
and Lenin's Abstract of Hegel's Sclence of Logle, Even
if you disregard McCarthyism's brainwashing, it iz stil]
a fact that academia had nothing to say of youth except
to describe them as “the beat genoration,” falling to
recognize that a new generatlon of revolutionarles was,
in fact, emerging. In general, American intellectuals
were busy declaiming an “*End of ldeology'" even as o
new Third World was struggling to emerge. One In-
teflectual, however, to whom | had submitlted an oul-
line long before § had completed Marxism and Freedom,
wrote enthuslastically: “Your ideas are an onsls in the
desert of Marxist thought.” He woas Herbert Marcuse,

He also, however, deeply disagreed with mo on the
role of labor, writing that “the compositlon, structure
and the consciousness of the laboring clanses.” were
not as revolutionary as my analysis clalmed, Neverthe.
less, he did feel strongly the need to broaden the dias-
logue among Marxists, and agreed sufficiently "with
the theoretical interpretution of the Marxion oeuvee” (7)
to write the Preface.

ONCE MARXISM AND FREEDOM finully came off

the press in January, 1958, inlensive tours were under.

taken both here and abroad., Where in West Europe
there were signs of such retrogression os the coming of

De Gaulle to power, in Africa. a whole new Third’

World was emerging. The transformation of the Gold
Coast into the Republic of Ghana, the flrst fully inde.
pendent state in Africa, so insplred thuese, llko Patrlce
Lumumba of the Congo, who were stlll In the throes
of colonial subjugation, that the whole map of Afrlea

-was soon redrawn.

In 1958:59, however, the pitfalls of our statecapt.
talist age were soon reveasled, not only In the rotro.
gressive movements in West Eurnpu. but n the. new

independent -states of Afrlca which wery being sucked -~

into the imperialist world market both cconomleally

and ideologically—as If there really was o fundamental .. -
difference between the two nuclenr Tilans fighting for
. single world control, .

Where Marxism and Freedom hid concontrated on
the Western world, I now wrole a new pamphict, Na.

tionalism, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and the Afro. -

Asian Revolutions, It was not only a questlon of res
membering a Camercounian 1 had met In France in 1047
whe had told of a magnificent spontanvous revelt In
which the entire population, lterally “every man, woman
and child”, was involved In trylng to oxtabiish- Inde.
pendence the minute World War 11 was over, only to
have the French Navy rush In to crush il, just as De
Gaulle had massacred lhe 1043 rebeflion In Madagascar,

It was, above all, the need 1o recognize that the
African revolls had preceded Whe successful nationat
revolutions in Asiz, but, being unsuccessful then, wore
now being fought over in n tianic struggle between
imperiatisms.

For that matter, the somo was lrue of the newly’

unfolding Lstin American revolls jnitiated by the-first

great successful rebellion sgainst U.S. Imperialism by

Cuba, Here, agaln, wo were witness to o aponlaneous
revolution that had galped its freedom without any ald

frum Russln and hud deelared itselt Lo be agalnst bolh .

——————

(T) Sev Preface tn er:lum and Freedom by hcrbert: _ :

Marcuse, p, 13,
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US. imperialism and Russian totalitarlanism.(8) The
very next year Castro found himself in the Russian
camp,

By the end of 1858, when Eisenhower and Krush-
chev, “in the spirit of Camp David”, were busy talking
of peaceful co-existence, China acted as a special pole
of attraction for _the Third World.

On June 18, 1857 while T was reading the galleys
of Marxism and Freedom, Mao Tse-tung had caused a
world sensation with his speech, “How to Handle Con-

tradictions Among the People,” and I had felt the
urgency to include a new footnote(d), which read:

“The lowest of all today's sophists is the head
of the Chinesc Communist Parly and State, Mao
Tse-tung who . . . has ridden this sigg’s track
which he calls “Contradiction” ever since 1937, At
that time he directed his attack against ‘dogmatists’
twho refused to reduce all contradictions in the anti-
Japanese struggle and submit. to ‘the leadership of
Chiang Kai-shek’ . . . By June 18, 1957, after edit-
ing with a heavy hand the speech he delivered

- on Feb, 27th , . . he reduced the struggle of class
against class to a contradiction among ‘the people’
while he became the champion, at one and the

" same time, of the philosophy of a hundred flowers
blooming and one, and only one Parly, the Chi-
nese Communist Party ruling. Outside of the ex-
ploitative class relations themselves, nothing so
clearly exposes the mnew Chinese ruling class as
their threadbare philosophy.”

1t wﬁ;‘ the same period in which the intellectual

abdication of Johnson, the co-founder of the State.

_'Capitalist Tendency, had led him to devise the following

“enthusiastic’ apologia for Nkrumah:.

T ‘In"one  of the remarkable episodes in revoln-
- tionary "history, he singlehandedly outlined e pro-
.gramme "based on the ideas of Marxr, Lenin and
“Gandhi ., (10)

" "To which, I replied:

- . M1 admit that combining Marx, Lenin and
-+, Gandhi is quite a feat, But for a pamphieteer like
. J. R, Johnson, who thundered so for the Soviet

-United States of Europe, Soviet United States of
.Asta, world revolution, the struggle against bureau-
cracy ‘as such’, the self-mobilization of the masses

.and for new passions and new forces to reconstruct

society on totally new beginnings—to end with

“(8) -In..a speech during.the summer of 1959, Casiro
* 2" ‘had declared: “Standing between the two political
and economic- ideologies or positions being debated
in the world, we are holding our own positions.
.-We, have. named it humanism . , . This is a hu-
manistie ‘ revolution -because it does not deprive
... man of his essence but holds him as its basic aim.
.- . :Capltalism_ sacrifices man; the .Communist state,
» .. by its"totalitarian concept, sacrifices the rights of
- man’. . " See “History Will Be My Judge”, pub-
+-. "lished;in’ The New Lelt Review, Jan.-Feb,, 1061

—j‘=:(9)"-At"'conslderable.expense-tq myself, 1 should add,

.- “sincesthe publisher could “see no reason for my
... insistence on adding yet another “footnote” when
-...---the-hook was already on the presses,

- (lOiJ; R, .‘!ohl‘:sj&hn.- i“nclng Reility (bétrolt. Correspond-
ence Publlqhing Co., 1958) p. 77,
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“LET 100 FLOWERS BLOOM"

Nkrumah as the representative of the new, the new,
is rather pathetic. There is nothing to add but to
say, with Hamlet, ‘Alas, poor Yorick, I knew
him'." (11)

IT WAS THAT VERY pamphlet on the Afro-Asian
Revolutions that attracted an altogether new Left
Group at Cambridge University in England, Peter
Cadogan, who was active in the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament with which we, of course, solldarized and
collaborated(12), volunteered to bring out a British

edition with a new Introduction by myself and new . .i.

Preface by him.(13) :

S0 many new relations were opened both hers
and abroad that by the end of 1859 we not only had
participated in an international conference in Milan

of independent Marxist tendencles that opposed both

poles of world capital, U.S. and Russia, but had estab-
Yished an internatioral forum for further dialogue,
through a section of Onorato Damen's Prometeo{l4),

(11)Nationalistn, Communism, Marxist-Humanism and
the Afro-Aslan Revolutions, ftn. 2, p. 9.

(12)The dialogue with other activists, like the liber.
tarian-anarchist Laurens Otter, around the ques-
tion of war and peace, war and revolution, included
exchanges and publication of each other's views
with many groups and journals,

(13)The U.S. edition was published in August, 1059;
ke ‘British in May, 1081,

{1Helgre we had cven reached ou '@; Convention,
the report of the split of the State-Capitalist Ten-
dency in the U.S, was noted abroad among Marxist
groups. The Italian State-Capitalist Tendency of
"Onorato Damen published my report to our first
Conference, in the Spring. 1956 issue of Its theo.

retical journal, Prometeo, under the title of "An .

American Experience”. It was the beginning of the
international relations which would result .In this
international conference of state-capitalist tenden-
_cies In West Europe in 1953 prompled by the nced
to fight neo-fascism, signified by the 1958 rise of
De Gaulle to power,
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printed on a different color of paper fo distinguish its
independent character, In England 1 had also cstab.
lished the relations with West African revolutionaries
- . which would lead to my irip there in 1982, And scon
after my return from Britain a young group in London
actually began writlng a special page of “British Labour
News" in News & Leilers which they distributed as
their front page. :

The Important gain for Marxist:Humanism, of
course, came when Harry McShane—the outstanding
revolutionary Scottish fighter and Marxist, who had

been vne of the original founders of the Communist
Parly when It stood for the Russian Revolution of 1917
but who had broken with the Party in 1953—declared
himsed! 2 Marsist-Humanist in gxoss. ‘! "

Whether one begins with the new spontaneous
revoits In East Europe, or the U.S., or Afriea; or with
the phllesephy of Marx's Humanlsm which inspired a
great outpouring of new energies, nationaily and inter-
nutionnfly, une thing was beyond any doubt: we were
I’;wc lulfncc with n new beginning that would determine
the end,

Il. The 1960s: A new generation of revolutionaries.
A new Third World. A new theory?

The four forces of revolution that we had singled
out at gur birth — rank and file iabor, Black dimension,
" youth, women — made it clear that these freedom
fighters wanted to speak for themselves. Whether you
looked at African freedom fighters in apartheid South
Africa, bursting into open revslt (15); or at Black youth
in Greensboro, N.C., silting-in to begin a new stage of
revolt in the U.S.; or at Japanese youth snake-dancing
into history by preventing Eisenhower from setting fool
in their land — there was no doubt that 1960 had opened
a new age,,

- .What was remarkable about the Japancse youth was
that. their- anti-U.S. imperialism meant also breaking
. with Communism from the Left, and embarking on 2
-study_and . translation. of Marx's Humanist Essays.
wu- Having--declared- such freedom fighters to be not
. only force but reason -— that is lo say, a movement from
~practice thatis itself a form of theory — it beeame cur
- task as'Marxist-Humanists to work out a new relationship

L "oftheory. to ‘practice. In crealing a forum for the free.

.dom fighters to speak for themselves at the same time
.s’they ‘searched for-a theory. of liberation, News and
-Letters Committees, in" 1860, published Workers Battle
- Automation. Though Charles Denby edited it, it not only
". was a colléctivé effort of workers in the basle industries
* of coal, auto,"and steel, but Included also the youth, who
. had Leen designated as a “beat generation.” A young
‘" woman'of 16 thus wrote In its pages that, far from being
- “rebels without a cause,” they were rebels who refused

. 10 accept'the rules of a world they did not make: "My

e uv.is_i_o‘lfl'_"!s‘-'ggt_'er of a new free qbciely in which, among other

"(15)The April; 1960 Issue of N&L carried as its lead
/.. article “South Africa, South U.S.A" relating the
. vlcious use:of tear ‘gas and fire hoses to disperse
. 'Blackistudents in Baton Rouge, La., Marshall, Tex.,
" Orangebiitg, ‘S.C., Savannah,” Ga, and Tallahassee,
-, Fla. 'with®the savage rulers in South Africa, Our
7 front: page photo was of the 30,000 demonstrators
¢ demanding release of their leaders from the Cape-

B - -'town, South' Africa’ police station, And the Two

U WorldsTeolumn was devoted 1o “Revolution and
-~ Counter-Révolution in South Africa”, pointing out
*- that' the revolt had ‘been 'continuous, including the
1952 resistance of the South African women to
‘carrying “passes. o

things, [ will not have to wait until [ am 21 to be
admitled inte the human race.” (Sce p. 61, Workers
Rattle Automatlen,)

1961—-Freedom Riders on one hand
and Bay of Pigs on the other

The maost exciting color of this new decade continued
{0 be Black, but whereas none could aveid recognizing
the color, what remuined unrecognized was that out of
the raclst, sexist South srose a form of Women's Liber-

ation, When two Marxist-Humanist women, one Black

and one white, Mary Hamillon and Louise Inghram,

joined the first Freedom Rides to Mississippi and found -

themselves thrown into the hellhole of Hinds County
Jail, they found there, rcady to help them, a most

smazing organization — Woman Power Unlimited.(18). .

The record of this, as well as of the whole struggle to
break down diserimination, comprises the pamphlet,
Freedom Riders Speak For Themselves. .

In action, in jail and out, the Freedom 'Riders‘ ‘
focused not only on the concrete battles but also on.the .

theories of lberation. Loulse Inghram describes the
enthusiasm with which the special Freedom Rider issue
of News & Lelters (Aug.-Sept,, 1961 had been greeted.

She had token for granted it was because their stories -

had been prinied there, but discovered it was, instead,
the Editorin] on the state of civil rights in the U.S. that

was appreciated most. It was an Editorial that had .

reached back to the history of Abolitionism and forward
to today, clearly separating Marxism from Communism;
it was reprinted in the pamphlet Itself. (See p. 39, Free.
dom Rlders Speak for Themselves.)

The state of civil rights in the U.S, on which the
Editorial had focused revealed the relationship beween

(18)The discovery of Woman Power Unlimited seems,
on the face of it, to have nothing whatever to do
with the role of women revolutionaries in Russia.
Yet, when Natalia Trotsky died on Jan. 23, 1962,

instead of an In Memoriam to her alone as a revo- -

lutionary, it was developed into the whole question
of the role of women in revolution. (See N&L,
Feb., 1962.) It was translaled into French and In.
cluded in a memorial book to Natalia, published
in France. Summer, 1962. (See Vol VII.)
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the eveints in the Deep South and the new moves to the
Right by the Administration ever since the infamous
Bay of Plgs invasion of Cuba, which had taken place
only a few months carlier. It had been then that
President Kennedy had declared that “the deeper strug-
gle” is not with arms, but with “subversion,” promptly
trying to himself subvert the freedom of the press,

So ominous was the new counter-revelutionary move
American imperialism had launched with the invasion,
that we had at once decided to issue a Weekly Political
Letter. Since we were too few in number and too poor
in finances to print more than a monthly paper, these
mimeographed letters were offered to all readers, and
initialed a new stage of development for us, lesting us
by measuring our philosophy agamst the actual vbjective
developments as they were occurry

L_THE FIRST LETTER was wri

While we naturally solidarized with the Cuban masses
against 1.8, imperialism, we reiterated our opposition to
both poles of world state-capitalism—U.5. and Russia,
and to Castro’s own conception of the “backwardness of
the masses” who have to be led. Refusing to “lake sides”
other than opposition to both sides, we singled out Ken-
nedy’s declaration of the “new and deeper struggle that
is taking place every day, without arms or fanfare in

REPRINTED FROM N&L, APRIL, 1960

- 30000 South A!’rican Frcedom Fightcrs bcl‘ore'

the Capetown police station demanding release
of thelr leaders.

thousunds of villages und murkels and ciassvrooms ali
over the globe™ as whal must concern us:

“This ig far beyond the Cubaiu -struggle. This is
the American revolution. This is the world antiwar
struggle. All this the Kennedy Administralion has
dcclarcd war on, and far from battleflelds or on
them, in trade umans or schools, this ‘new frontier’
will come to nip in the bud what McCarthyism only
blustered about but hod no power to stifle. We
must expose, rool out this threat lo our every
freedom before all life is extinguished in a nuclear
holocaust.”

The 40 letters that followed (see Vol, VII) demon-
strate what political-philosophic intervention means in
establishing new international relations, especially in
the Third World. {The last letters in the series were
written direclly from Africa.) The weekly commen-
taries and analyses of world events did not stop at the
description of what is, but involved sensing the direc-
tion a particular event would later take. The letter
wrilten on Oct. 9, 1981, which dealt with the undeclared
wars of imperialism, took up a brief AP dispatch,
hidden in the inside pages of the local press that week.
It was entitled “Crisis-Soon-To-Be in South Vietnam
and the Sending of U.S. Troops.”

1962--A year of confrontations, to
the brink of nuclear holocaust

1862 was the year we began by reconsidering the
whole question of war and revolution on the basis of
the new forces of revelt that had arisen in China, with
a Special Supplement to the January issue: “Mao Tse-
tung, from the Beginning of Power to the Sino-Soviet.
Dispute.”

It was also the year we went to Africa to establish
new relations there, So sharply did the dynamism of
ideas which centered around African Socialism contrast
to Daniel Bell's “End of Ideology,” which characterized
America's tired radicals and pragmatists, that we be-
gan referring to “the underdeveloped inteliectuals” as
the U.S.'s most notable monopoly,

The Gambia, the last sliver of West Africa which
still did not have its independence, was the place I
spent the most time talking both with the high school
youth whe displayed the most original and mature
thought, and with proletarians who had a long history
of struggle that no one had ever bothered to learn
about. They told me that as long ago as the end of the
First World War they had had a General Strike and
that the most popular saying had been “The sun never
sels on the British empire, and the wages never rise.”
Africa Today (July 1862) published the article, “Gam-
hia Closeup; The Gambia ’l‘nkes the Long, Hard Road
to Independence™.

Ghana, which had been the first country lo gain its
independence, turned out to be the most disappointing.
Here was a land that had the most international con-
cepts, via both George Padmore and W.E.B. Dubols,
who had established hls African Encyclopedia there,
It was the land tho! was still cotisidered by all Africans
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/1‘363-1'!1’& er of negativity’

“The power of negativity — the dinlectic — nover
ceases {o amaze me,” I wrole on Feb, 12, 1963, The
reference was to the process by which the statement
we had intended to Issue on the se-culled Emancipa.
tion Proclamation had been transformed into Ameriean
Civilization on Trial and signed by the whole Natiunai
Editorial Board,

Since 1963 was the 100th anniversary of the Emanci-
palion Proclamation, once the immediate missile crisis
was over, Kennedy rushed to take advantage of that
year and present himself as an alleged “freedom
fighter.,” We, instead, held that not only could the
Emancipation Proclamation not be glorified, but we
must show the Black masses as vanguard precisely
because it's impossible {o separate them from any part
of American history. Black masses in motion were re-
vealed as the touchstone of the whole of American
development, whether one took 1776 as the point of
departure and showed the Declaration of Independence
in its true limited light, ie that it meant independ-
ence for whites only; or the 1830 Abolitionist move-
ment when the white intellectuals did gain a new di-
mension by joining with the Blacks to carry on a 30-
year struggle that culminated in a Civil War: whether
orne took America’s plunge into imperialism with the
1898 Spanish-American War, when the Blacks were
the first to establish an Anti-Imperialist League and
demonstrate their affinity with Latin America “which
had known, ever sinece 1820, that while the Monroe
Doctrine could protect it from European invasion, thers
was no such protection from American aggression for
which the Poctrine was designed” (p. 16): or whether
one brought it all the way to 1963,

It was clear that instead of writing a mere state-
ment on the Emancipation, American Civilization on
Trial had become a 200-year history of American de-
velopment,(18) which delved, at the same time, inlo
Karl Marx’s relationship to the Civil War and the
post-war struggles for the eight-hour day, and to Lenin's
relationship to the Negro in the U.S. who was made
i?lggrnl to his 1920 Resolution on the National Ques.
lion.

OUR INTRODUCTION BEGAN with the scction:
"0Of Patriots, Scoundrels and Slave-Masters"—referring
lo the FBI, the Presidency, the Attorney General, J.
Edgar Hoover, and the Congress. Our Conclusion ended
with “What We Stand For and Who We Are.” Wo said:

“Today, as in the days of the Abolitionists, we
see the new beginning. It is high time now to pro-
ceed to a middle, a theory; and an end—the cul-

" mination of the creative drama of hwman libera-
~ tion freed from ezploitation and discrimination and
the wars that go witk it . . .

“The ideal and the real are never as far apart
as the philistines, in and ont of power, would make

(18)Angela Terrano developed the relationship of Abo-
litionism to the Women's Rights Movement in her
columns in the May and August, 1963 Issues of N&lL,
drawing on the U.S. Dept, of Labor Women's Bu-
reau Bulletin No, 224, issucd in 1948, the 100th an-
niversary of the 1848 Seneca Fulls Convention,

it appear, Whether we take the 200 years of Amer-
ican development, or the last 20 years of world
development, one thing is clear: the turning point
for the reconstruction of society occurs when the-
ory and practice finally evolve a unified organiza-
tional form, We have reached the turning point,”

The pamphlet came off the press on the eve of
the June 23 “Walk to Freedom" in Detroit when over
a quarter of a millien poured down Woodward Avenue
to show their solidarity with the struggles going on in
the South and to bring it North, American Civilization
on Trial quickly became a “textbook” for the Freedom
Movement,

We found that imporiant Black historians saw in
it an affinily of ideas. Thus J, A, Rogers wrote in his
column “History Shows" in the Pittsburgh Courier of
Aug. 3, 1963: “As I am on the subject of books, I will
mention a few of the others I have received, though
Courier book-reviewing is done by Mr, Schuyler, Among
them is American Civilization on Trial: The Negro as
Touchstone of History, It gives an able and excellent
review of what the Negro has been through in the past
century, and is well-documented, too. Is the United
States losing the global struggle in the minds of men
because of its treatment of the Negro? It gives the
answer . . . Please get il.”

1863 was also the year that Presence Africaine
published my article on Marxist-Humanism, Our con-
centration on the American revolution did not stop
the development of our international relations. The
analysis of the new Franco-German axis carried in the
March 1963 issue of N&L was discussed internationally,
especially by the state-capitalist groupings " that had

REPRINTED FROM N&L, OCTOBER, 1952

Old engraving depicts discovery of slave revolt
leader, Nat Turner, in 1831,
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throughoul Japan for me, They were also anxious to
transmit their own views on Vietnam, and we brought
out a speciat bulletin of discussion articles from Japan,
after my return, “The Vielnam War and the World
Today." (See Vol, IX, Section VI, 3.) But I found that
the Marxists who agreed that Russia and Chinn were
state-capitalist societies wanted to stop at the cconomie
analysls rather than continue to the philosophy of
MarxX's humanism. We were the only ones whe deveted
an entire issue (N&L, Dec. 1066) o present both that
view and our own, Tadayuki Tsushima's contribution
was entitled “State-Capitailsm and Socialist Revolution.”
Mine was entitled “State-Capitalism and Marx's Hu-
. mznism.”

It has become clear that although the one factor
.above all others that had motivated my trip to the Enst
was the attempt to find collaborators for a new hook
on the relatlonship of philasophy to revolution, that
task was mine. It took form as Philosophy and Revolu.
tion: from Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao,

1967-1968-1969-New passions and
new forces: Black uprisings,
near-revolutions, the Wom-
en’s Liberation Movement

14 became’ ever more imperative o rediscover the
sing ;llnk of-a philosophy of liberation as the ‘19605
awing to a,close and guerrilla wars appealed to
Left;as-a substitute for a soclal revolution.
£430,° I had- begun “Summarizing Hegel's

ophle works — Phenomenology of Mind,
,:and the Smaller Logle from the En-

of. Philosophic Sclences, By 1967 I restudied
 Philosophic Notebooks and created notes for a

! $:, others.- might 'be_able to use for a
classes, ' while T undertook my. own lec;u;e tour.

rgent question that was being ralsed
" imperialism, how to” transform an

0 -2 social revolution, and . whether

consider guerrilla war as a substl.

lation, ‘rather. than seeing that, far

cut to-revolution, - it was the “long

" 'None” answered the question more

hal: great revolutionary, Che Guevara,

I0:1967 ns he tried to start a revolution
10 mass base whatever.(24) :

¢t was not s6 much against “whitey,”
andlords, white merchants, and white
hile many Black stores were spared
merchants who had gouged the com-
Y. were not spared, And unlike other cities, in

Fole & memorial. Edllorial enlitled “Che Gue.
‘Revolutionary” In our Nov. 1967 Issue of NalI.,
/-and April, 1968 Issues, the Two Worlds

led & review of Regis Debray's Ravo.

:the Revolution?, cntiticd, “Shorteut to

n or Lqu Road 'to Tragedy?"

Detroit the repossession as well as the sniping was
integrated, The country was aflame with a Bla

that was a challenge i i .
and elearly its anti-v activities were under®

L as pacifists but as revolutionaries,
1968 brought everything to a climax as rebellion
reached a highpoint In Paris that Spring (25), when sty-

dents were joined by no less than 10 million workers
on General Strike, Instead, however, of proving Cohn-
Bendit's view {hat activity was primary and that theory
could be picked up “en route”, the almosl-revolution
in France aborted and De Gaulle came out the vietor
withoul firing a single shot,

e disastrous counter-revolution was the one that
suw Russia move in to crush Prague Spring. The news
of the tanks roiling inte Czechuslovakia came the very
morning that the report we had received direct from
Prague, “At the Crossroads of Two-Worlds,” was com.
ing off the press, in o ALE,-S 68) issue, We at
once re-published it in%unﬁ:%il zechoslovakla:
Revolution and Counter Revolution, logether with a
Foreword written Jeintly by myself as Chajrwoman of
News and Letters Committees in the U.S. and Harry
McShane as Chairman of the Marxist-Humanist Group,
Glasgow, .

East or West Europe . where Nixon was
soon to lake over the Presidency, It was just then, how-
ever, that a stil newer and more unexpected revoly-
tionary force was arising in Mao's China—and precisely

in Mao's own distriet of Hunan, It was the Sheng Wu:"" -

lien, who demanded the concretization of the Paris -
Commune for our age, for China—the very couniry

which was in the forefront of the greatest world con-

tradictions and deepest revolutions, We rushed to print -

the Sheng Wu-lien document, (See Vol. XI, See. II, 3.) -

Still another new movement—Women’s Liberation—" _

had alse been arising out of the Left, Though it did not

attention of the media until the 1968 protest
in Atlantic City against the demeaning Miss Americs
pageant {which the media sensationalized as a "burning
of bras"), the truth is that elements of this new force
could be felt—if you knew how to recognize it—ever
since World War I when women had begun to fill the.
factory jobs left vacant by the drafting of every eligible
man, and Black women had begun migrating North to
those jobs.(26)

125)Eugene\Walker wrote an eyewlitness critical report

which we) published as France, Spring 1988: Masses -

in Motiof, Ideas in Free Flow.

(26)In the Immediate post-war period | was working

with a group of Black women on their faciory

grievances, and showed them some translated ex. =
cerpts from Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex. .

Instead of being impressed with the ‘work, -because
de Beauvoir had brought sexuality out of the closet,
they were angered at her conclusion that,” since
men were responsible for the double oppression
of women, it was the man's task to free woman.
“That,” said onc of the . women, ;
example of what Blacks have always suffered-—the -
Idea that our freedom is white man's burden, No-
body ever gives you freedom, You gel it by fighting
for it. And we women will have to tight for qurs.” .

“is one more .
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1t was no accident that at our birth in 1955 we had
already singled out women as one of the four forces
of revolution(27) any more than it was an accident
that our women Freedom Riders had found Woman
Power Unlimited in Mississippi, or that it was Black
~ women trying to organize nursing homes in Baltimore
- with whom Marxist-Humanists like Michael Connolly
worked..to establish the Maryland Freedom Union.{28)

By (1969 )we decided to publish the many voices we
ad{heard and elicited, together with a lecture I had

\ iveh to WRAP at ‘Chicago University that April {(20)

n a mimeographed pamphlet we vcalled Notes on

\ omen's Liberation; We Speak in Many Voices. In
970 we issued it as a printed pamphlel. which t.

ist-Humanist
tl\ IQW

EM) circulating draft~thapters of
Revolution lo various confgrences jve
py  were conferences off youlh,;of
activists, all had a chark?ﬁ)‘r!:ad
y presentation, and then procecd
fo their own discussion and to drawing their own organ-

izational conclusions, The most execiting of these was
the Black/R

{racted many n

=

——e
Minutes of both the Black/Red and the Wumen's
Liberstfon Conferences were publistied hrspeeial-butle.
tins sa’that non-members as well as members of the
mairf “forces of revolution could become part of the
process by which, in the carly 19705, we would tackle

thenry and in practice, (See Vol. X, Sce. 1X))

/Red-Cenlerence~tEld ™ tn-danpary, 1968, out
of which came the “Black/Red View' tolumn for thc\
aper written by dJohn Alan.
; . —_£

what [ called “Absolule Idea as New Beginning”, both

\‘.
|
/

4
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One year after the invasion, the Czecho-
slovak people commemoraied the date as a
“day of resistance.” The leaflet above was
passed secretly hand to hand. it was only
4" by 5" actual size.

(27)And we didn'l leave it only at “theory.” We prac-
ticed it, as is clear from the three proletarian
women columnists we had {or N&L: Dunbar, Kegg
and Terrano,

(28)Sce our pamphlet, The Maryland Freedom Unlon:
Black Working Women Thinking and Deing, by
Mike Flug {(Connully). Reports of all the MFU ac-
tivity from 1866 through 1888 were carried Iin N&L
regularly throughout th

(20) Molly-Jackson* ol¢ about hcr activity in WRA

(Women's Radi Action Project) appeared in

Notes on Women's Liberation under the title, “The

‘Now and the Newer,” It was reprinted in severa
nlhologles including Student Power Parl

_tion and Revolution, (New York, Assoclal Press,

1970},

(IO)SL-L- or cxample, en for N&L by

Doris Wright on Black women, in Jan, and Feh,

1878 issues of N&l,




lll. The 1970s: Dialectics of revolutibnlunder
the whip of counter-revolution

Two totally opposite occurrences — Nixon's barbaric
invasion of Cambodia, on the one hand, and the criss-
crossing of cnnferences on Lenin and on Hegel, on the
other hand — jemmed up in 1970 to bring about as new
a stage In cognition as in realily,

Nixon's wars abroad had been brought home in
blood with the murderous assault on the protesting stu-
dents at Kent State, Ohio and the Black students at
-Jackson State, Miss. who solidarized with them. Our
front page picture not only focused on the riddled
women's dormilory at Jackson; our Editorial Article be-
gan with the third massacre that had taken place that
week — which 211 others were ignoring -— the six un-
armed Blacks killed in Augusta, Ga. for protesting the
mucder of a 18 year old Black youth by his jailers. (See
“Nixon's Wars at Home and Abroad,” June-July, 1870.(31)

These momentous, worldshaking events were oc-
curring while 1 was working on my new book, Philosophy
and Revolution. Because 1970 had marked lhe 200th an-.
niversary of Hegel's birth, and the 100th of Lenin's, new
avenues were opening for the surprising philosophic
relationship of Lenin and Hegel, as all sorts of separate
conferences kept eriss-crossing.

A’ New. Lel't philosophie journal, Telos, printed my
-draft chapter frem Philosophy and Revolution on “The

* ., Shock .of : Recognition and the Philosophic Ambivalence
" 7of. Lenin” in its Spring 1870 issus. Another publication,

"Praxls, in.Yugoslavia, published the same chapter In its

21970, !ssue {Nos,. 58).:(32) And that fall, Telos held its

first - lnternnllonal Conference, where I was invited to
_ speak on. "Hegellan Len[msm  (33)

] Thc need o’ lranstorm reality, the core of the
‘!legelian dialectic, is what had suddenly caused Lenin.
.- . lhe revolutionary malerial[st to discover an affinity with
.- tha ‘Hegelian dialectic as he expérienced the shock of

“the Second ‘International's collapse at the outbreak of
Wo_rld War L 1 felt that, in the same way. the new gen-

: (31)We furlher stressed thc simultaneily of the wurs
" at'home ‘and abroad by bringing out a new edition
nf ‘American Civilization on Trial that year with a
“new Appendix by Charles Denby. “Black Caucuses
in- lhe Unions."”

(32)’I'he fact that it was not only the New Left in the

u.s., but’ the dissidents in East Europe who were

.. interested .in Lenin’s Philosophic Notebooks, pro-

duced articles in the Soviet press. Academician B,

- M,-Kedrov, Director of the Institule of History of

Scicnce and Technology, did not acknowledge that

it was ‘my views he was attacking, as he altcmpled

. .to keep Lenin confined in vulgar materialism, but

"those .are the views he attacked in his article, “On

| -the  Distinctive Characteristic of Lenin's. Philo.

. sophic Notcbonks." in Soviet Studies in Philosophy,
* Summer, 1870,

taarrhe "Procecdings of the l-‘lrsl lntcrnational Telos
Conference, Oct, 8-11, 1870, held in Waterlou,

' Ontario' were .published.in book-form in Towards a
‘New Marxism, edited by Bart Grahl and Paul Pic.
cone (St Louis, Mo., Telos Press, 1873),

(34)See our pamphlet, Black, Brown and Red whlch‘:-

eration of revolutionaries, confronted with the myriad
crises of 1970 after their near-revolution of 1888 was
shattered, were now led to see an affinity with the
Hegellan Lenin, In West Europe, loo, there was new
interest in Marxist-Humanism and Hegelian Leninlsm,
as witness the new French and British editions of Marx-
ism and Freedom.

IT WASN'T ONLY the U.S. where the revolt was
continuing. The most exciting event in East Europe was
the spontancous uprising of Pollsh workers in December
1970, when the shipyard workers in Gdansk and Szcsecin
were joined by housewives, students and other workers
to bring about the overthrow of Gomulka, In Shipyard
Workers Revolt Against Communist Parly Leaders, we
were able to publish a document from a workers’ meet-
ing held in January 1971 that had been smuggled out
of Poland,

Al home whal most excited the imagination of the
country in this period was the Native American move-
ment, which electrified the nation with the occupation -
of Alcatraz in 1970. It wasn't only the remembrance of
the massacre al Wounded Knee that brought the country
to a new consciousness; it was the todayness of the Indian
freedom struggles. (34)

By the next year the anti-Vietham War movement
had gained such dimensions that the most massive. -
demanstration ever, half a_million ed to the-'
Cap:tol in Washington,"Te letnam veterans.

N-._____..—--—"""'— .

it

links these movements and has a bilingual secllon )
m Spanigh, ST
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( Sudden_ly,)a stunned world-sawMag Tse-tung.take.

. Nixvf=off=the:-ho! -seat- with”the announcement that

‘Nixon w i —Pgking, _And as if Nixon and Dr.
strangelove Kissingér hadn't created enough devastation
with the invasion of Cambodia and massive bombing of
North Vietnam, Kissinger started tilting to Pakistan in
the dndia-Pakistan War, in an attempt to abor! the
striving-to-be-born new nation of Bangladesh. Our Per-

spectives Thesis for 1971.1972 was well titled: "Nixon”

and Mao Aim to Throltle Social Revolution.” (See Vol
X1, Sec. 1II 4.}

1973-1976-Philosophy and Revolu-
tion; revolutions in Africa
and Portugal; woman as rev-
olutionary

. The battle of ideas in the early '70s was by no means
limited either to the New or the Old Left. On the con-

trary, The subject of Lenin's embrace of the Hegelian -

dialectic interested also such purely academic societies
“as the Hegel Sociely of America, which invited me to
give a paper on Hegel's Absolute Idea as New Beginning
to its Biennial Convention of 1874, While this was done
textually most rigorously, tracing every paragraph of
the Absolute Idea, I nevertheless was able to relate it
. .to Lenin's Abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic, con-
.. trasting It sharply to Adorno's Negative Dialeclics. (35)

" .In the Introduction to.Philesophy and Revolution, 1
called to the attention of the readers:

The brute fact . . . i¢ the all-pervasiveness of
. -the"world crisis—economic, political, racial, educa-
- tionel, philosophic, social. Not a single- facet of life,

“ prisons . included, was not weighted. down by the .

) crisis—and its absolute opposite in thought. A pas-
. signate . hunger . for ‘a philosophy . of liberation

erupted.’”
"It wasn't that Philosophy and Revolution underesti-
mated :the supreme difficulty of uprooting the system.
It was.-that itsialm was to trace the relationship of
philosophy and . revolution from the great French Revo-
lation and the birth of Hegeltan philosophy, through the

- 1848 -proletarian revolutions and the Marxian theory of
_"revolution, and from the Russian Revolution and Lenin's
. rediscovery of the Hegelian dialectic up to our own age.

. .vi'Theessence of .Part I is scen in the very title:
“Why Hegel? Why Now?" The counter to that—Part 11,
sAlternatives'—deals both with revolutionaries like
Trotsky and-Mao and with “an outsider looking in" like
Sartre, in order to ‘measure their theories apgainst the
abjective situation. Since it is up lo each generation of
Marxists to work out Marxism for its own age, the whole
Part 11I—"Economic Reality and the Dialectics of Lib-
“eratidon"—deals with the African Revolutions and the

- .world “economy: with state-capitalism and the East

" - Eurcpeam revolts: and' with the “New Passlions and
--New Forces” of today: the ‘Black dimension, the anti-
“Vietnam War youth, rank and file labor, and women's

", Mboratin

- '(35)The paper is included In Art and Logic in Hegel's

. Philosophy, edited by Warren E. Steinkraus and

" Kenneth L. Schmitz and pubiished by Humanities
Press In 1880,

A Constitutional Convention was called for Oct, 21,
1973 to amend our Constitution, We first recorded that,
just as the Black Revolution was proof of our thesis
of Black masses as the vanguard of the Ameilcan -
Revolution, so Women's Liberation zs movement was
proof of the correctness of our singling out that force as
Reason back In 1835. We then added the followlng:

“What Marxism and Freedom, with its dialectical
form of presentation of history and theory as eman-
ating from the movement from practice did do is lay
the foundation for the articulation of the unity of
philosephy and revolution. Philosophy and Revolu-
lion, in articulating the integrality of philosophy
and revolution as the characteristic of the age, and
tracing it through historically, caught the link of
continuity with the Humanism of Marx, that phil-
osophy of liberation which merges the dialectics of
elemental revolt and its Reason. The new historic
passions and forces set in motion in the 1950s gave
birth to a new generation of revelutionaries in the
1960s, and iv the 1970s have put ¢ mark of urgency
on the need of integrality also of philosophy and
organization. As against 'the party to lead’ concept,
such integrality of diglectics and organization re-
flects the revolutionary maturity of the age and its
passion for a philosophy of liberotion,

“Marxism and Freedom and Philosophy and
Revolution are our theoretical foundations. How-
ever, they are not a ‘program’ They are a con-
tribution to the theoretical preparation for revelu-
tion without which no rtevolutionary. organization
or grouping can match the challenge of our era.”

'WHILE THE PAX AMERICANA  arrogance of . -

Kissinger and the totalitarianism of Nixon (38) con-
tinued right up to the day of his forced reslgnation in -
1974, a totally mew historic epoch was opening simul.
taneously in Africa and in Portugal, Indeed, the Portu:

guese Revolution began in Africa, as the young African
revolutionaries—some of them still children—actually "o
jnfluenced the young Portuguese soldiers in the oedipy-” -

ing army. ‘A dynamism of ideas had always character-

ized what had been called “Portuguese Africa,” whether . = o

that be the way Eduard Mondlane had made the role of.
women integral to revolution In his 1868 work The
Struggle for Mozambique, or the way African leaders
like Dr. Neto, unlike West Africans, al once established
relations with Marxists in the West. v

The overthrow of the oldest fascist regime, with
the ousting of Caetano, was a great historic event which,
at one and the same time, shook up the imperialist
world and initiated a truly social revolution, invelving
not only workers and peasants and students and’ women,
but the young soldiers themselves, While General
Spinola tried to delude himself that he was the true
leader, it was his soldiers with whom the revolittionaries
in Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and Angola were -fratern-
izing, S

in Portugal itself, many parties were aetlve—-SociaI- B
ist, Communist, and independent; workers upsurged in

great strikes: peasants accupied the land; and-—though - X

the masses were reaching only February 1917, and were
stifl far from November 1917—there was no doubl that
the goal was a full proletarian revolution. So fearful -

(36)See our Editorial Articte, “Politics of Counter-
Revolution: Watergate and the ‘Year of Europe')”
in the June-July, 1873 issue of N&L, K
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Once Again 1973-1976-This ti
as the Middle East war
the world economic_crisis

The deepest economic recesslon since World War
11, 50 deep that the structure of the whole state-capital-
ist world had reached the point of stagnation, gave
birth to many myths, the first of which blamed every-
thing on the Middle East war and the quadrupling of
oll prices that followed,

There is no doubt that the quadrupling of oil
prices certainly helped bring on the crises. But the
truth is that the economy was sick--the U.S. economy
most of all—ever since the Vielnam War and the height-
ened militarization which has become a permanent
feature. The missiles alone are now, by 1980, reaching
such stratospheric proportions that Carler's program on
‘that for the next five years will reach a trillion dollars.

What is inherent in the Middle East erisis, whether
you begin now or at the beginning of the Arab-Israeli
collision—which is not 1973, or 1867, but 1848—is the
post-World War II struggle of the world powers for
global domination, on the one hand, and the struggle
for the minds of humanity, on the other.

. Too many are eager to forget what the birth of
Israel had originally signified as the birth of a new
nation, not alone out of the Holocaust, but one that was

- socialist, was won by fighting British imperialism, and

was the anly place in the Middle East which had neither

. oil:'nor ‘any ' Nazl. assoclations during World War IL
Thé' fact: that Israel now has the reactionary leadership
-t does;> which ‘Is doing: its best to reverse the clock and
. deprive the Palestinians of thelr right to self-determina-
* tion: -cannot® erase the dialectics of liberation then.
" What;is- needed s the tracing of the dialectic of each

event-‘as- it happened, within the context of the global
sltuation, This is what we did in the 'serles of arlicles
collected - under ' the litle: War, Pence or Revolution:
Shifting ‘Allisnces in the Middle East—from the Six Day

" War.to the Camp David Summit. (40)

.- As'US, and Russia entered the Middle East cock- -
pit," it became-a key point for the two nuclear titans

- struggling. for control over the Middle East, By 1973,

when. it looked-as.if there would be some “even-handed-

“ness” on;the part 'of the U.S, regarding the Arab world,
‘global politics ‘again took center stage. In a word, the

fact remains -that neither Israel (and it is the guiltiest

- ‘:party of ‘all’ by now) nor Egypt nor the PLO, has the
... declsive word.

(40)The. analyses include: (from News & Letters and
- Political-Philosophlc Letlers, 1867-1973), “The Arab-

-+ = Israelt.cellision, the world powers, and the struggle

'for the minds of men* (June 1867): “Anti-Semitism,

. ‘. anti-revelution, anti-philosophy: U.S. and Russia en-

ter: Middte East cockpit” (February 1869): “The
© - Middle: Eaft"€rupts” (November 1873); “The U.S.,
. ,glogal' politics and the Mideast War" (December
Con19T3).
“~Also “included are: (from The Political-Philosophic
. Leiters of Raya Dunayevskays, 1976), “The UN Reso-
lutlon oni Zionlsm—and ideological obfuscation also
_ on the Left” and “Lebanon: The test rot only of the
. p.L.0. but the whole Left"; (from News & Letlers,
1978}, “War, peace or revolution: Shifting alliances
-in_the Mlddle East” .and "Camp David Summit:
‘Peace in Middle East—or extension of US, im-
perialism?”

THEREFORE, TO SEE what was really happening
in (his stage of new crises for statecapitalism, we have
to return to praduction and not politics. So decrepit had
capitalism become by the 1870s that, far from the never-
cnding talk of growth, growth, growth, all capitalists
could think of to stop the galloping inflation was zero
“growth." What was worse still was the revelatlon of
the Vietnam War, that the U.S. was not only the most
savagely Imperialistic country, but the one where, for
the first time ever, there was a recession during an
ongoing war, so much so that even the merchants of
death complained of a decline in the rate of profit!

For revolulionaries to mistake the “arms economy'.“
permanent or otherwise, as if it were equivalent to the
booms of capital expansion—accumulation of such ever
greater masses of unpaid labor as to counteract the
decline in the rate of profit—is, al one and the same .
time, to blind oneself {o the totality of the crisis, the
actual structural changes of capitalist production in
its death agony, and, what is far worse, fail to see the
new forms of revolt, like the unorganized, the new gen-
eration of revolutionaries, and the ever deeper layers
of the proletariat fighting automation and its ultimale
point of unimation.

In a word, whether we start with LBJ claiming
we could have both guns and butter: or go to Nixon,
the greal believer in private capitalism, who was forced
to undertake tha most rigorous state-capitalist measures,
from wage and price controls to devaluation of the,
dollar; or go to Carter and Reagan, who, in 1980, are !’
outdoing each other in preparations for World War 1lI—
what they ajl forget is that the unemployed army as a.-
permanent feature; .and the Black dimension - especially -
among the youth who have never seen a job, will always
bring about new forms of revolt until they bring ‘the -
system down, (41} .

It is this which all forget—whether privaté c‘a’pi{aii
ism, or state-capitalism calling ilself Communism, or all -
the tailenders from the Trotskyisl@m. That is why.

those we called “today's epigones” try to truncate
Marx's greatest work, presenting monstrosity of .
state-capitalism as if it were the revolutionary -alterna-
tive to U.S. capitalism. They stand in the way of the -

(41)Indeed, the new mililancy of workers white and
Black raised again the question that has -predom-
inated the struggles ecver since Automation: what
kind of labor should human beings do? It was in
1974 that a white production worker in California,
Felix Martin, jolned our Black worker-cditor Charles -

Denby, as his West Coast editor. . o
ee the Introduction, “Today's Epigoneé Who Try

to Truncate Marx's Capital”, 1o my pamphlet Marx's
Capital and Today's Global Crisis. The battle of the -
ideas of the 18705 led to the translation of.such
great works as Marx's Grundrisse, and to a new
translation of Marx's Capital, It did not, however,
induce cither academia or the New Left to glve
the objective, scholarly Introductions, The worst
was the Introduction to the new Pelican edition.
of Capltal, written by the so<called “specialist on
Marxism,” Ernest Mandel, who tried to saddle Marx -
with an appraval of that state-capitalist monstrosity,
Russta, as if it were a form of workers state, See
also my review of Mandel's Marxist Economie Theory
{ “True Rebirth, or Wholesale Revision of Marxism?”,

in N&L, May and June-July, 1870.) o




IV. 1980: “The Book’’ -

- Rosa Luxemburg, Women'’s

Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution
~~and Perspectives for the 1980s

The reason 1080 was designated “the year of the
book" was not only as a deadline for Its completion(56),
but because of the necessity to see the ihiree parts of the
book—Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's
Philosophy-~both as an entity that will illuminate the
totality of the crises of today, and as the whole new
" continent of thought Marx discovered which remains
the ground for perspectives for the 1080s.

Thus, whether articulated in the Draft Perspectives,
“Tomorrow is Now'"(37), or in the completed Perspec-
tives, “Today and Tomorrow"(58), the point was to
focus on Carter's drive o war, with an ever-expanding
militarization and the reestabllshmenl of registration
for the draft of youth; everincreasing unemployment
with its unconscionable magnilude in the Black com-
munily, especially among the youth: the move against
the ERA; and resurgent racism, All these deepening
crises could hardly be described in less extreme terms
‘than “Apocalypse Now,"

The- absolute opposlle of that retrogressionism on
the - pll‘l of the ruling class was seen in the magnificent
new: strikes—nclually occupations of the shipyards and

i ‘coal” mines—in Poland,” Where a decade back, in 1870,

‘the: mlssive strikes. of ‘the shipyard workers had written

new pase of: freedom, the outright occupations in 1880

hroughout Poland* ralsed higher, totally new demands
ree rade unions and a free press.(59)

Two Tumlng Points in Luxemburg s
nd After the 1805 Revolution

:Once Again’ on the Thcory of Perma-
Revolution : :

'he Break with Karl Kautsky, 1910-101%:;

R, Mass Strike’ 'l‘heory to Crisls over Morocco

—The Interregnum of Luxemburg, and

] h:ursus into Mmu New Continent of

olig

&Altltutes to,. Oblectivlty—l’h osuphy,

neity,‘ Orgnnlntlon

WI nd
u }/s:ilh

n: evel-
to the
of , Pgrjancnt

/ First’ Enlllsh m slation of Luxem-
- " burg’ peech o the 1907 London RSDRP

I " since 1975, have been
printed: direc!ly In" Nms & Letters, "Tomorrow is
‘ Now" was publtshcd in the June 1880 issue,

delphia, ond under-currents of revolt throughout the
land,

Carler's intense militarization—including toying with
the question of “taciical"” nuclear weapons which would
make nuclear war “thinkable"(80), and his reinstitution
of draft reglstration—has brought about a new anti-war
movement, in which not only is there resistance to the
draft, but that resistance Is related to questions both of
nuclear power and of imperialism. Thus, the March
1980 N&L carried a series of ‘articles from around the
country on “No Nukes, No Draft, no War.” The following
issue carried as the Lead, “American youth challenge
draft, racism, poverty jobs "

Our Internationalist Marxist-Humanist Youth be-
came interested in the revolutionary journalism of Marx,
holding a class around the essay on *Marx's revolutionary |
journalism and the Neue Rheinische Zeltung"(61) by
Eugene Walker, which he related, in his report to the
1980 convenlion. to the new stage we were reaching with

(58}The contents page of the completed Perspectives
for 1980-81 reads:

Part One: U.S. Capitalist-Imperialism, at Home and
Abroad, especially ir the Middle East and

Latin America :

I, Missiles, Missiles, Missiles—But What About -

Jobs? :

II. U.S, Imperialism's Tcnlacles. Fram Iran tor;

South Korea, And from E! Salvador to Iraq;

Also Relations . with Other. Capitalist Im- - '

perialisms . -
1. Religion in General and Jerusalem In Par--
ticular in this State-Capilalist Age
Part -Two: Long March of Revolt, Long March of.
Philosophy: Imperative Need for New Relation- -
ship of Practice to Theory ‘ o
1, All Road Lead to Gdansk, Foland, And
The Road to the Black Ghelto. USA S
II. Today's Tasks and A Brief Glance at 25 )
Years of Marxist-Humanism .

(39) Urszula Wislanka translated articles from the im-
derground workers' publication Robotnik (Worker)

and publications like the satirical “liberated Tiy- | .
buna Ludu” and we published them in a bi-lingual

pamphlet, Today's Polish- Fight for Freedom in
March, 1880. When the new events erupted.:in_
summer the pamphlet was completely sold out, and -

& new one, with additional material, was.planned . '

for publication al once. See also our Lead article
in. December 1979, “East Europe revolls.spread in
wake of Czech trials, Polish mine disasters" by'

Kevin A, Barry.-

{60) In the June 1977 issue I ‘analyzed Prosident’ Car-f

ter's address to NATO as .a monstrous order to. . .

begin “thinking the unthlnkiblc"' “to-creale more
precision guided missiles, at no matter what ‘cosl.” .
It was with good reason that*we titled ‘our. Draft
Perspectives that year, "Time is Runnlng -out,” -

(61)Sce the May 18980 Issuc
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That battle of ideas(84) runs like a red thread
throughout the history of Marxist-Humanlsm (n the
United States, Wheiher we take the Two Worlds column

..of March 1960, "Automation and the Dialectic, a Critleal
“"Review of C. P. Snow's The Two Cultures and the Sci-

entific Revolutlon,” or the first Weekly Polltical Letter,
April 22, 1861, "Preliminary Statement of the Crisis
over Cuba“ (Bny of Pigs); whether we consider the
July 1978 article, “Instant Marxism and the Black
intelleclual™ on Amiri Barska, Owusu Sadaukl and
John Oliver Killens, or we take “A Sccond Louok at
Adorno and Kosik and the Movement from Practice”
(March 1978): whether we take the analysis of U Nu and
Ben Gurlon's retreat ‘in the Weckly Political Letter of
Nov..13, 1961, “Israel, Burma, Outer Mongolia and the
Cold Wnr." or Leopold Senghor's “African Socialism”
{May 1980); al no time did we analvze world events
without, at the same time, relating them 1o the stage
of cognition,

. On _the other hand—whether I criticized Sartre's
The Werds in "“Remembrance of Things Past in the
Future Tense” (published in the Activist, Spring 1965),
or relurned to Fidel Castro, both in “The Cuban Revo-
lution:  The Year After" (Dec, 1860) and the 1978
- Politieal-Philosophic Letter, “The Unfinished Latin
Amerlcan Revolutions”—the point was to relate criticism
to actual action, both the action that arose from below
and the action in which we participated, That is why,
whether we dealt with today's Women's Liberation

. theorists (June 1978), or discussed “Lukacs’ Philosophic
.Dlmension“ (Feb. and March 1873), the reason for

" the battle of Ideas was, at all times to trace the move-
ments . in theory as we followed the movement from

-'practlce whlch was llself a l’orm ol’ theor}.

n
ViN i.vthe  practice’ o! dmlecttca! p.':ﬂosophy.
hy the: pamphlets e produced all “thraugh

Flml. to! breakmg into " such pubhcnuous

-of "Negro. Hlstory and the Blbliogrnphlc'

ID?O; was lssued under -the 'title,
‘Raya’ Dunaycvskaya in thé Battle

li:ctlon Sec . alsn the Weekly I’olllinl

* (68)8ee a0 her “assny on, “Women's Libenliun in
,mreh ‘of 'a theory: the summury of a- dculde " in
N the June 1980 iuuc : -

to be published, buck ln 1979, wu pter 1, @

“Relatlonship_of. philosoph ul [} Womln '
Libefatlon: Marx's and _Engels’ ,Sludln ontrasied.”
Wou began with the Bthnolog inological Notebooks of Marx be-

cause they demonstrdbiy disciosed that, jar Jrom GRgels - -

and Marx being ‘'une,” there was a sharp difference
between them, by no means Umited to the fact that
Marx was a genius and Engels a talented collaborator,
The contrast that we can now make between what the
so-alled “"Womsn Queatien” wsz in Luwemburg's day
and what the new Women's Liberation movement has
brought to i, and do thls within the conlext of Marx's
philosuphy of revolutlon, will show both the depth and
the urgency of the uprooling needed to clear the road .
to a new sociely,

It is this overriding question—the fact that it Is
only now, 100 vears after the last writings of Marx,
that we can [irst grapple with the lotality of the writ-
ings of the founder of a new continent of thought—

which prescnls a new challenge to the whole farxist
move e face not only the relationshi ilos-
ophy{ and_Aevolution, but of the philosophy or revo-
lutfon’

The momentous world historic events of the 1970's
extending into 1880. are sure (o reach a revolutionary
climax this decade. In our age, when all the forces
have come together—rank-and.file labor, Black dimen-
sion, youth. Women's Liberation—and have done so no
matter what the color of the specific minority is, in all
jands from Africa 1o Latin America, from Asia to
Europe, East and West, to the United States, the truly
global and actual confrontation of the crises is the
absolute negalivity transforming reality.

’q..d
When I told the Hegel Society of America in 1974?)

that the “Absolute Idea as New Beginning can. become
a new ‘subjectivity’ for realizing Hegel's principle that,
‘the trenscendence of the opposition . between Notlon:.
and Reallly, and that unity which is truth, rest upon’
this- subjeetivity alone,’ 1 added: “This is not exactly'a
summons to the barrlcades, but Hegel is asking us 1o,
have our ears as well as our categories so attuned .fo-

7~ /)--‘;

the ‘Spirit’s urgency' that we rise to the challenge of .
working out, through ‘patience, seriousness,’ suffering - .

and labor of the negative' s tolally new ‘relationship of
philosophy to the actuzlity and action as befils ‘a’ bIrth-;
time of history.” This is what makes Heael a (‘on- .
temporary."” ;

The critical question for today's "birth tlme nl hls-l

tory" is this: If there is a movemenl from' practice

that is itself a form of theory, and if there is a move- = .

ment from theory that Is itself a form of philosophy. :

well as Irom

There is a dialectle of thought—{from conulousnus
and sell-consciousness, through culture, to phifosophy,

iLjs,massux.\ir_Ilgil;ously and comprehensively to dig
.out the single dlalee rom actuality as:

There is a dialectic of history~=from primitive come,

-munism, through slavery and serfdom, as well as capi-

talism's “free wage labor," to lotal freedom, As’ Marx

put in in Vol. 1II of Caplial: "Human power Is its own -
end.” There is a dialectic of liberation—{rom’ class

struggle, through Spirit in Self-Estrangement, 1o a lotal

uprooting through socisl revolution, to tolally new hu- 3

man relations, a new classless soclety.

Raya Dualreuluyl “

5, 1980
Detroglt, Mich, -




