MINUTES OF REBR MEBTING, RAY 13, 1985

- Presents All but Suzanne, excused; Jane as sifter-in ‘
Agendar I, The New.Stage we have Reached Since March 21-22, focus~
ing also on trips by Eugene to lew York and Olga to West
Coast and Utah; II, Discussion, to begin with Olga's report;
I1I, Importance of Timing ‘== June and July issues of -N&L;
IV, Report on Convention Hall; V, G&V

I, Raya said that everything naw must begin, and must constantly refer
to, the new stage we have reached since March 21-22 -~ that is, both
the speech and exhibit at the Archives as well as the.conclusion we
drew the very next evening at the informal Detroit gathering, where I
at once turned ‘to Michelle and said that, no matter what he paper to

- the NWSA_was on, her speech at the Conference had to have the fourth
book as its focus, The reason wé connect the March 21 video tape with
April 18 video tape from Chicago is that the latter was an equal de-
mongtration of what I mean by Concretizing the Univergal -- i.e. fo-
cusing on the fact that the American roots did not once depart from
the world Humanist concepts.. It. demonstrated that ACOT was, by no .
means, only class and.race, but the uniquely Marxist-Humanist contri-
bution of singling out what is pew, historically new in the gpecific
country, be it in America or in'Africa, The point was how this.
Conrete Universal --.Marxist-Humanism:.-- corréctly made Frantz Fanon's
"hew Humanism" the crucial factor 'in his philesophy along with nation-
alism that is truly internationalism,: rather than the “violence": and
vpsychoanalysis" that the Stokely Carmichaels chose as their "Bible."
The fact that the objective/subjective situation.in April (when Eugene
was in New York) coincided with{that magnificent new stage of youth

- 'movement .demanding divestment illuminateéd our whole philosophy all over -

_‘again and cleared the way to begin following through on March 2I.. This Ol
" was even more.true on 0lga's trip to the Bay Area, Los Angeles, and -~ ~ U
:.Utah, ‘She will begin the discussion and it will be in the nature.of a
" “isupplement to this presentation. At the same time, here is how the
- objective situation keptchanging what was needed in N&L if we had been
- -a/daily instead of -a monthly, At first I had planned, because Sudan . "
. " .was a new conflagration pdint, to write on that, But by the time we -~ -~
.'had gone deep into concretizing March 21, and because Kevin had writ- :
.~ ten on Sudan for OLAT (though it was much more briefly than I would.
" have, and still will in' the future), Theory/Practice printed’my In—.z.os..
% %roduction %o Volume. XI. (1981-85)- for the Archives. Instead, I began’
" 4o prepare an essay on our 30 year history for the June issue, (RD’ ',
. 'showed some: 35 pages of notes she had dictated on i%,) }
: ' Tome L : ' ‘ And then-came - - -

- Bitburg., If we had a daily paper, that is the type of world-shaking
_event that also shakes up the nigjggg since WWII, The May issue was ...
already on the-press, but I'believe we should have included a bulletin
right below the logo on page 1, promising an analysis in the very .next
. igsue, I did write an April 30 Dear Friends letter to the locals on
. it,: It is this I wish to deal with further, both on the question, all
‘over again, of the word "cohorete" -- by which we mean Concrete Url-
' yersal. No one other than Marxist-Humanists -included,in thelir ana-
1" 'Tyses of the 1964 fall of Khrushchev and the simultaneous ex losin of
. Mao's first atomic bomb,the question of West Germany, 1.e, the whole
_,;_2uestiop of Germany as the key to the international situation, And
. in"that letter I referred to how ogposite are the interpretations of
~ -Germany as the key to internationa gituation: where Lenin used it for
- the world revolution, which depended on the needed German Revolution
© - 0£1919, it is being used today for totally opgoaite purposes by the = i
. pulers as the point of gounter-revolution. This needs to be further -

i
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oin... Qeveloped to show,.furthérmore, how we kept concretizing it.. Thus,
TR AL you will-ré-read the'Two Worlds in the March, 1963 N&L, you will
see how we'de#lt with the Franco-German Pact then., One thing we did
not include in the April 30 ietter, but that I want to-develop in the
Theory/Practice column is how,” after 1958 when DeGaulle assumed power
all over again in France, I called for an International Conference
of all those who held to state-capitalist theory, inviting those
others’ who were equally opposed to both poles of world capital., In
1959 such'a conference was convened in Italy. - I found there that the
oppositian %o having the philosophy- inseparable from actual revolution
was. as strong as’ with-all 'postiMarx Marxists, beginning with the :
Second International, -We did.-publish:-a special bulletin for.several.
years as a so-called compromise of lettifg all views be aired. But it
went nowhere, 'That-is to say, the new,; original contribution made in
Marxism and Freedom about the movement  from practice that was itself
a Torm of theory, and.the need.for. the theveetician to reach for -
philosophy, -was resisted almost ds strongly by these state~capitalist:
theoreticians as “it was by the first internationally recognized. post-
Marx Marxists;-headled by Karl Kautsky: ~“Hé had-proclaimed that Marx. .
had-cleﬁijbr.%hewendﬁifmphilhabphx;;;Iuﬂo-not know if I will- succeed
in drawing’ all:these: threads- into:my analysis,- but-what is of the-
esgence here is: that beginning-with the.last convention; where the
Pergpectives ended with?“Not'by prattice alone”, -our task now becomes
more”impgﬁgyiyg’and'urgfnt-bﬁ;xpe.historib;scene since Bitburg,. .
. (Ra¥a pasped: arvund|the. Minutes: of the April 29 SF/Bay Area NEB' -
meeting, pointing ott how far away from focusing on March.2l-as . .
our Key'1s their ‘calendar.. She igtressed that what she was inte- .

‘rested in‘discussing at this REB, however, .was not the Bay BRres, - =

e LAy

T phifosophy. )

:but-ﬁbw;the'chnterldqes or does not project our new stage of.

- The key, before we hegin:dilcussion, is that everything we do

f”,fbgm;ngwjoh_yQSt_gtrabs“tpg;UNiVERSAL-part of the Concrete Univeisal,
-and ‘therefore the meaning of PRACTICE.  as ingeparable. from the IDEA
of Marxist-ﬁwnanistnhilpsophy. N P e Sl

t . 1)
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May 14, 1985

Dear Frionds:

The REB, continuing with its concentration on the new stage
between March 21 and the Plenum Call on July 1, discussed the question
of what rulers were doing at Bitburg, It is too long to repeat here
but please study for yourselves what I presented to the REB and what
I intend doing in expanding and reformulating it for a .July Theory
Practice column., The point is that the ramifications of Bitburg have
by no means ended with the eight minutes Reagan~Kohl spent in the ce-
metery, Where we projected Germany as the key to the international
situation as pivotal to any world revolution ever since 1917, the
rulers are trying to make that pivotal to the counter-revolution as
a world counter-revolution, The fact that the present activity by
the youth of America against apartheid South Africa has now disclosed
that some in that movement refuse to see the racism also in the U,S,

- makes more urgent than ever the projection of Marxist-Humanism as a
Concrete Universal, Olga's supplemental report developed some of the
. points in her Dear Friends letter on her irip to West Coast and Utah,
Vhat she reported at the REB was also on the various NEB meetings that
were held, Please read that in the enclosed REB minutes. Note also
that she will now alse meet with the Detroit local on May 30, and be
present for the special event on June 2 when Dr, Mason is opening the
Exhibit especially for the Detroit local's friends wh¢ work during
the regular Archives Library hours., ! '

i
As you will see from the REB discussion, itialso revealed
how seriously all was related to the new book on Homen's Liberation .

.-and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future. The focus
-wag'on Dialectlcs as both dialectics of thought and of actual revolu-

“"¥ion, This becomés very important for us because the book may not be: - .

-+ 0ff the press as we had hoped in June, in time for the several Women's

" Liberation meetings going on then, which must hear of that new, fourth

book. For this our pre-publication order sheets become paramount,
Some orders have already begun coming in.

Mike has volunteered to write the Lead-Editorial for Julx{;“”‘__u-f

which will also include Lou's Essay on the third volume of Robert
~ Hill's Marcus Garvey study. Please obey the deadline rigorously -= .
- June 13, because after that we will be preoccupied with our pre=-

Plenum discussions, _ e

What T did not report on but did circulate was my exchange.
of letters with Dick in Oxford, Dr. Mason in Detroit, and Robert Hill

in Los Angeles.,

T Because, for the first time, Chicago and not Detroit will. =
‘host the Plenum, we have asked Jane, who has plenty of experience in
Chicago and particpated previously in Detroit preparations, to speak
to the Chicago local on all aspects, especially philosophic, that are
involved in hosting a Plenum, She said she would be most happy to

-do 80 and suggested the first week in June.

Yours,

Raya




May 13, 1985

0 the Ray Area KEE, and il only, not the Local:

liear Colleagues:

The minutes of your April 29 NFE meeting, which were re-
celved on Hay 9 and I read on May ll, prompt this immediate response
from me, R asked a question which, if 1t had not been unswered
80 abgtractly as "thought and preparation®, could have concretely
spelled out that question in the eontext of what we have been talking
about aver since March 21, especlally after 0lga, in her meeting with
you, rslated that diractly to the video tapes of March 21 and April 18,
To me, the éﬁ§3;%§£ﬁg:§aof the expression *thought and preparation“
wag further high ted by the calendar you are proposing, which,first,
put the video tape off until June 16, and then had three question-marks
added. If you delay it any further, you will not be prepared to be
on the same wave-length as the entire organization when we face the

Plenum Call on July 1.

Timing, it is made inseparable from philosophy, is
everything. It is t made us stress “a 19808 view"” when we em-
tarked on the ¥Miners' General Strike pamphlet, beomuse until then
we had not made inseparable our activity in that strike and the
vrhilogophic corraspondence between myself, CLRJ, and Grace -- MK
though the two happaned ultaneously. It would have besen imposgsible
~ for CLRJ to disregard my' b¥eakthirough on the Absdlute Idea if I had

made a category of what had been achieved the minute I had translated ‘

{1omc intebooks, sgg;that was followed by ny participa~
Mines! Skl ;LRI was neither there during that Strike,

nor with me fully inst Grace's apolitiozlization when Stalin died.

%“ith his usual double-tongue, he stood both for and against Grace

and for an against my analyslis. That fight ever the signifiocance of

‘3talin's death led to my mwareness that they were geparating from

ilarxism and laid the ground both for the AY breakthrough and the

consequent organizational bresk. ‘

I'm now wondering whether U's point on "also muat
think about our own calendar gett leaflet out for miners' meeting,
wha to contact,™ had any relationship to seeing the 1549-50 pamphlet
with 1980 epes and aa the birth of the philosophy of Narxist-Huranism?
Ur any relationship to our concentration on "not by practice glaone”
aver since the last Convention made that crucial to our Perspsotives?

. Let me sgain ask adbout those three question marks after the
propogal to play the video tape on June 16, Let me list the twansition
point that was made that "not by practice alone™ Conventign
to March 21, It was-‘fot only)a talk on the Archives, though it cer-.
tainly is important £or ouf gacple to realixe thalt Marxist-Humanism
isn't only one individual subjeot but a half-century of activities
and thought on Marximm. @_f#) 8 Marxist-Hinanism onl
that included no originel leaps forward, [ kit~
Humani sm trenses the oontinuigy HMarx'® Varxism, _liis
2agg_¥gg§ng§m'. has made the following thrse fundamental theoratic
contributions to Marxism of our age: ;4/
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i . M) Pema Iywamhuvo. Yoman®s Libheration mﬂ,,!ﬁﬂ%ﬂmmm
g Rew for tﬁo Eaj} time took "Absolute Ider as New Leginning”
A from 1ts #t expression in Chapter ) of ww
, ;f the actual challenge to pl) post-ifarx Karxists, beginnlng wit

” _

als, o
(E) To gssure that the ramifications of @hishﬁg%égevalopment

did not leave the Now rassions and [igw Forces of Chapter(9 of P&R
at 2 mere spphistiocated version of "third layerism", our Perspectives
at ench Plenun and Convention make a special point of demonstrating

that for us Concrete means the Concrete Universal. That is the sig-
nificance of our last vention's "iiot by practice alone"; of the_.
rliarefi 2D roga on the/whole as well as the vidual; of the APTil 19
Jeimultenéous’ concentration on Americen <oots and o liyman oo™
copet,. ‘

@ all for the f%tu-yt;x book means in a.way that-, .
would avolill dny woman Mkig@the Wli a "private enclave” (o§ any -%A

thinking that mentioning 1 forgcoes and not o ons force is. '
a quantitative quastion, + the Dialectics of rRévolufion) in the o
> gourth book's title ie/th®)point OF concentration row, both a’dlalectlcs
of yﬂ didalocticn of R
Do not forget that the i the trilogy of
3% Y

:?",rq‘vé;dtiom it is.npt B mere compilation of sars of separats
. esanys. No, 1t i%l declared March 21 to be not merely the data

g that v e philosophy of our esge.

#f . Spring ceineldentally with our meeting(but rathsr>as what is. going
t0: pre wo‘:gu‘--f ‘the Plenum, fop the new-book, Jér the mi!g_ti'ﬂ
& AR y (Treonnéety with darx’s Rarxisn 9"_.:{‘& '

8.4 d




Black africans in southern Sudan
inkinel 0 A o

& _O‘Aradb world, and called for outisde aid to put down any

/! ‘he Myth of Pan-Arabism, Sudan, Libyl, Jordan
' Despite Quadafi trying to assume Nasser mantle,milit ry,

~works on Marx & VI

agked for arrest of all "Communists”, Nimelry had ear -

.. seized all who opposed joining Sudan to Egypt,Syria, Libya, ..
S in da new Pedsration, Opposing that was the CP,stromgest in-

Moz by Shtiniim PRetsteopy,
W LI D e e UL R
AL I t_QL{u\ £t g

1) N&L, 6~7/69, OLL
SUdan Coup vs,.Civil WA
5/24 Coup labelled "leftist", but in fact cuup quickl
thAT, THO "socialist", in fact "not extremists "we are Arabs &’¢_

fanatisca insofar as as the Palestine Q is cohncerned.”
WHAT WAS PLAYED DOWN WAE THE MILITARY HEAD, COL NIMEIRY

ELEVATED HIMSELF TO MAJOR GWNWEAL,
MUCH LESS WAS IT SHOWN THAT

NIMEIRY *S"DARING" WAS IN FACT THE BRUTAL WAY OF ATTACKING
BLACK GUERRILAS. '

Africa was silent because Black struggle was as old as

so-called ind, from Egypt in_ !56.Recause _new refime refused %%%f

g-d to its Black minerity-c4)mln, Blaciyin 4 ymin.country. ([

Intra-Arab coup had been present in old corript

Algiers voting against Biafram ind, in
AND SO DID SUDANESE C,.P.__LARGEST CP y

COUNTRY 1IN BONE S BaUY ITS .

" ¢ 1 ’ '
to say anything revolﬁ%ioﬁggﬁfrgﬁg ¥%tnasf§§i%§a B°%§°§4
seats in pariiament,Arab wkrs, have n thing to gain either
as 18% of budget continued to go to milit fightin the-

Tyerv—y—

.5"” ‘ ——
)8=-9/7UWORLD IN VIEW whan Eugene wrote 1t

monarchical, etc, predominate. 'r%
' Coup & countrimcout om SEDAN

show this in 3 days of fighting whichexecution of 14 leaders
&arrest of 1,0000alle ed‘C-iits.ige%:ure oi bkg.t&prppagahda
Lglég?!ml 5 :

u [o) .

uprisings. as did Black south, tho Nimiery to join sometime

1ater.I.e,though CP oppesed joihing new Federation, BOTH-SIDESQ;Q?T

EQUALLY OPPOSED DEALING WITH "SOUTHERN P ROMLEM' on its

f

deamand for self-determination L
’ None helped revolt in Jordan - -

as Uﬁ_aided Jordan to destroy that rebellion,, in thﬂll0¥1;¥;

. '/xfﬂcy’ Ko frE




- April 25, 1985 Notes on Outline for Sudan Articad
Background should not begin, but should be within the article,
go that we see OLAT in N&L_6-7-69 we see how the coup
that was 1abeled"leftlst" (5-24-69) which in fact was

&TEEE!EEEEE_E§EEEEt anhhist Soutly, and the ladder was the

very one that the mlnute_they gave independence "peacefullY"

- Trom Great Britain and Egypt‘in 1956 showed itself that it
meant nothing to the rural South because what we were
seeing at the same time was the designation of Leftigt
was becuase it included now as part of the coalition the
Sudan CP and that was the biggﬁigiogg in the whole Arab
world. Obviously by '68 when RumREY was coming to the
head of these Leftists and accepting colaboration with the

| CP. the CP got all togetherNggge:;re of being the force
strong enough to overthrow KENEEY¥ as well, Rk BUT Nimierv
was considered 'daring becuﬁpe of the brutal way in which
he attacked the Black guprrillas. Iltxtk-xlnnuxlix YET
 THE' SAME MINIERY Wio THE BLACK GUERRIZMAVWAS
THE VERY ONE 'WHO PROMISED AND TECHNICALLY GAVE THEM AUTONOHY‘:
wmm HE WANTED THEIR COOPERATION TO PUT DOWN THE comwn:sr
cormm-covp. Lo

Also remenber “the '71 article (2-8-71 u&L)Eugane 8 worll

in vew ) where he brings in Kgmdafy trying to assume the Nas
uandle and ‘talks about the coup and counter-cotup in. three .

dmﬂp or fighting when 14 leaders were executed and 1 000

called Communists were arrests and they seized: all papar-a- .

backs by Lenin and Harx; indeed Nimbery asked ror 'all'
Gomnunists to be arrested and qhile he also ;xl-tx firat
77  oppoaad what had baen inmeﬂ#ately proposed as a oonlition

o or Bgypt, Syria. Sudan Mbia in a new too be*craatod’roderation,




he sald we would later consder joining it,

the point is that all were opposed to dealing

with tye »Southern provinces,” in its struggle for self-
setermination. And meanwhile AT THE SAME TIME ('70s)
none were opposing King Hi@ssan's distruction of the
Black September revolt, The point is that on a world
scale what was happening was the Nixon-Mao spectacular
after the barbaric invasion by Nixon of Cambodia,

5]
And it is that world phenomena which created the ground gf-

a new possible global power alliance which W column (Oct, '81)

considered the ground for the new shift in‘glohai pcwer;:ﬁ”“‘
and the lead of N&L was Nixon's wars at home;andfabroaé;%-

: l%i***li**l*il*ii*l*l-*-l***!*****'l"l'#*-l-*******i**iﬂ_li'I"'I' )

Now then what is the new and what should start the’ﬁréﬁgp.
ocolumn on Sudan for the June, 1985 N&L, which wouldutrgqa;”
the dialectics of revolution when it ls under the whi§=gf }

counter-revokution,.
hread

NY Times jmmbkxfpxfigx 3/26/85 The/riots first ‘break
out becwase of the imposing of new priace incraases,op,bggad:
They are supported by new. student demonstrations wthéféf
naturally labhked Communiséd, they are then supporféd;ﬁy ;

a massive demonstgations by the middle claas.‘doctofﬁ; N
technicians, all o¢limax in a general strike which bringa
the oountry to a stdp on April 3, 1985, IMP HAD DEIANDBD'
A FRACR INCREASE in order to get the loan, ALl th:ls_ wa
the air when Nimiery went to Wauhington, but all theyi
were interssted in =- THEY IN THIS CASE IS Nxmmr AN




3

was not merely bring "fismances in order" BUT LIBIA,

The headline of NYT4-6-85 read “Sudan President Nimiery
'Returns Home to Take Hold of the Situation'® It is then
that the article summarized his 16 Years of Nﬁmiery being

in power, in order to show that he was sure that the
Deé%n:e Minister he had‘yust appointed, General el-Dahab
would carry on the/g:mg line., He was the one who had
executed his coup against Namiery, but becdyase he was forced
to claim to ecivilian rule and negociate with the South,
which Némiery had robbqugf theiry autonomy once he had

impoged the Islamic *Jjustice® on the whole country, though
the South was never part of the Arab world, The stkike

had meanwhile grown from 3,000 to 15,000 and the new generaat“
promised he would negociate with them and immediatelyrto '

R back: the full extent of the price increase-

18t overthrown which came in 10-64 was :1so in czvilian
The 2!!.2nd and real i.,e, Nimiery rule begins in 5-69;
'-the population grows so that the 1963 cences shows ther -T
Y20 million and the majority, whether North or South, re mains
F7;:ﬂ‘RURAL. but Kartoum itself as a capital, as urban, and
':faupposedly 1ndustrialized is1 million. The cooperation with
| co-nuhists lasted only 2 years *69-'71, o

?-19-71 CcPp- coup




Rebel opposition since Nimieary granted autonomy in *72
1. 9-5-75 The rbebels are strong enought to seize a radio
statiéon ulﬂ/%:durman. Sudan's 2nd largest’ city, but that
was crushed in a few hours,

2, 7-2-76 and also 2-2-77 were other attemptis , and in 1)
was when they selzed the airport at Juba; that is in the
South and they still have 1t.

3. 3-16-84 Omdurman is attacked by air, Libia is blamed,
Egyﬁt support Sudan and the U.S enters seriously the whole
fray.

4, U4-29-84 Nimiery declares state of emerggncy.

**‘I**I{*****#***%*ﬁ*********i******#ﬁ

© 4-10-85 Tribune John Gareng leads 15,000 and when his 1atest"‘
rebellion began he had tied up nearly 2/3 of the whole L
Sudanese army. He is U.S. educated and got his economiés_Jf

"éﬂgnee at Iowa St. University, He is now supported

supposedly by Lybia and Ethopia. He handed in an ult;miéh@:

%o the-new regime -~ he gave them a week and then extended .
to two weeks.He also said XZumxwmw the new is "the Himiefyf
Vregime in a different uniform, No matter what clotﬁ? the

:fhyena puts on, it ré&ina the hyena.j '

The fight in the South i.e. the Civil War had forced th

"gbvernment to cut off its two most important projects, B

E 1. Proven oil reserves of 200!000 020 AN
2, vast irrigation project, ,«?anal Project, also

fmxtwuxdunik had to be stopped. Both are in the Soutn._r*

To. tie down the army costs the government $500,000 a dﬁy;

Sudar |
80—¥wey (now had an international debt of $9 billiom,
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1 million Sudanese are working in the Persian Gulf States,

In
Ix the threat from the Moiéihmngrotherhood what caused
aw,"

Nimiery to impose Mmx Islamic Fumiiem, And they still use

ﬁkXEEAB -~ Iglamic law deriving from the Koran

fhm A 15 man Military Council is no¥% ruling the coﬂ%fy.

No }ess than 35 parties have arisen

M;ebel force wa is 10-12,000 memb\f

“--~_

-
Garang accussed. the new government of ”stealing power from

theipeopie's revolution”

frelationa after 4 years




