RER MINUTES OF DECEMBER 15, 1983

Present: A11,'with entire Detroit local by special Imvitatdoen, ' - o

dvendai’ T, Preview-of fxpandéd REB on Janivl - Rayar II. Communications and’ -
't .Ongoine Activitles -- Mikey TITI, Gé&A S .
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T. Rayas sa’d that the REF had irivited the' entire Detroit local for this previdw of
. thé Expanded RFR to take place on Jan. 1, to which both Cetroit and Chloaeo
locals had been -invited, because ‘they are the two:Tpaals the most directly irvolved
in the proposed moved of ‘the Center o Chicago, which will be the ‘focus of that Ex-
panded RER; The discussion ‘by the Detroit.local 'is ‘especially crucial-because De-
troit-1a the home ‘of the Archives of tar@fst-Huranlsm and, thouph 'its cheracter 'as
locdl retliér than Qenter would be quite different,-it.can hecome theimost 4mportant
sub-center.of the orzanization. loimotions were to be made at this meetins, ‘and "
alt:were-'to;spesk ‘freely. Mo-one woild he asked to ‘answer as to vhere .and hew the:
perspectiverwould he worked -out hy éach memher tonieht, :ér even hy Jan, 1 necessar-
11y, thourh wé wovld hive some vereral :ideas hy ‘then; 'The-wain -emphasis vas that’
whatever each: oné .of us would-be.doine, éverythine would be-4n the -framework of the
trilosy . of revolution, =~ "' . sl SRR % : Eeonoe "o
“at e vie ;" The Teq.n5 tetten £7on Reya was rTead 4n full; with Raya adds
inr that, altheugh Jans 1 will have ohly-oneireport; she would interrupt herself -
during that report to have ¥ike {11l 4n specifio:rpoints :on organjzatiocnal develop- "’
ments, Fugene on N4&l, and Alpa’on ‘finanees, She -then 'becan .with what:she called an
"woside down" way, with the.riew classes ‘(»ith which point the Dec. 5.letier had -~
ended), because; thouch we: have a1l ‘surely participated in dozens ypem,dozens .of .-
classes in -MEF ., this vould be 'an entirely nes type.ofs olasses, which would revolve
avound :Yarxism and ‘Freedom ‘== hit’ would ‘take up the entire trilopy:and Vews & Let—-
ters inseparable from it, Raya would present the first class in Teiroit,-taped-for
each ‘localto” then:play as their first class, and she developed briefly the two
kéy “concepts: droind which it would fooust. embryos wnd ‘procéss, Tt is too easy to
Fazin, with ‘the new hook,” she’ said, ‘and“emphasize what we "didn’t have" 4n MAR -=-..

vhich’ wold be sbzolutely . wrofiz Af jou'do’ not erasp What was embryepic rieht there:

‘n" M&F "that ‘could-have: eziu.b“l.e’d— you to ‘foresee, or want to develop, -or to ask new . .
2 E it A ] . . cLoe B

' questioris.' PR v o Favy ‘.'n..' TR A : o R . PO
. =% *7. She wdnted; alie:sdid, tc Pose @ Jirect quéstion to Sur:Women - I4heration:
1stss ‘Has anyone 't onr T ‘Coimittees asked how arid'why.the-first chapter of the. .
new hook that was drafted and printeéd.in-BAL wes on the Ethroloeical Motebooks? - And
then agked themselves vhat and how Chapter 12 twrned- out to be what it 38?7 Uhy
‘has the WM contented itself with how mew and great:it 1s without .ever, trying to
develop that newness?in 50! e tob [oatwf w7 00 T e Y
et g et (Raya developed thé--questions of “émbryo ‘and: process in more -.!
detail and ‘then“drdtcated the Xind of préliminzry outline she had.made.for what -
she -odnceived“as ‘eight lectures'that would copstitute -the.new classes; for wvhich an
experienced member would be responsible for-the main' presentation,.ut for which.a
newer memher would 'be’ best to take up -how NglLrwas tesied, against vhat Yarxist-tui—-
manism had developed. )}  -She then turned to-the-question :of when a trangition .point
bhecomes 4mportant enough to hecome. & turring point ir-your whole 1ife, Sbhe reviaw~
ed-the. manner "in which =~ once we had decided to hreak with Trotskyism and therefore
decided toiahandon New Yorkes center, not so much-because:1t was too-"Intellectual®
as becsuse it was too dilettantish, and’ establish ourselves 4n a.proletarian center~-
the history of every ‘industriali‘eenter in the country was studied, A1l ‘kmow why ve
chose Detroit, vwhers we had the concrete workers; JZ and.CD. ' But: ¥t meant-that we .
_d14 nat then dat to develap 211 the -great: thines that.Chicago (our. 4 rst-oreference)
represented, ard-its 100 year history.' 'Ft is necessary Lo look now at 188486 and-
at 1584=36, e want. tortransformi1g8¥ from any cognection with Orwil ‘to. 1984 as &
new revolutionary ‘stape, “(HéFé Snyd took us or’a look at:1884-86 as everything.
from the publicaticon 'of -Origin. of the 'Family following the death of varx to the:: -
preatness of Fleanor Marx's.activitieszin Chicazo whére her speech. for the Haymarket

.
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rartyrs was notsrpara'l?ﬂ;! from her activities on WL and on arxism, -Tndeed, Terry,
who had been asked to do somr research on this some time aro, has promised to brine
some of that to our Fxpanded AFR discussior on Jan..l. Raya also took up what
Chicavo represented in the 15203 ~~ its sienificance as the home of the firsi Fegro
Tabor Congress, and the many other roots we want now to return to.) . .. . : .~
W . it e e L ‘what deserves ra-
atudy, at this point 4s our 25 Year History =- and, especlally the section on 1963.
(pare 11), which takes up the question of the "power of nepativity." Just as,.In -
1963, the dialectic was the process hy which & statement on the so-called Fmanci- .
pation Proclamation. was transformed into the whole true. history of the U,S. in .
Americar Civilization on Trial =~ o we vant 1984 to btecome npt the Orwellian nicht-
mare, Mot a true leap ahead for “Arxist-humanism, Fach time we have moved, it.
hag meant ve have reached & new stare; ond. it s the new stare that. requires look-
in> hack at the roots. .The "pover of nepativity" for us.in 1583 does not mean.
there can be any substitute for Denhy, of course. What it does mean is that to
transform 1984 to true rrowth requires us to take up most concretely how N&L can . .-
continue to present hoth Black and worker on page one, now that we do not have Len<
hy 'vho Tepresented ‘those dimensions 4n his very person. - We will have to discuss on
Jan,; 1 how we can: do that with two different colums (che which we could eall ':
"Jorkshop Talks™ and the other "Black World") hoth begimnineg on pape one and then
Jjumping to inside papes. . ::Tt means lookine at the entire rorranization to see
what the many wrojected moves will mean, which will. involve not only who moves, but’
whera, Kevin , for examole, will have the.new experience of heine at. the Center -
when. he moves to Chicagoi- and the Rlack. dimersion will:hecore a .critical quegtion -
for_every local to consider, as will the question of Youth activities, and of - -
Retrolt, as that.all-important home of our.-Arvchives. ... "= - .7 . " «"-u e
Rt B R .+v. .ma = The need, concluded Reys, is %o -
see. this age both as a birthtime of history and. -as.the 'single dialectic ~- and what
that means concretely at each stage, She asked.all to reread from our 25 Year - .
History, not only p.' 11 on the "power of.neeativity! .tui;.the penultimate varagraph. -
of the entire History, on. p.; 261 "The critical question for today's "birthtirme of .-
history"” 3s this: If there is a movement from practice that is itself a form of .
theory,-and 4f there is & movement from theory that 18.4tself a form of philosoohy,
3t is necessary, rieorouvsly and comprehensively to dig out the. single dialectic -:..
‘that emerpes from actuality as well as from thought.”. - .. -. - ce e i
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{Though the class will be "on M3F” it will be on the entire ENXXXIX
trilogy. Presenting it in en “upside-down way® means that,

instead of the focue being the relationship of the trilogy to the
objective world, the focus wlll be on what we have developed in these
30 years. The proposal is for B IEXXMEMEXY lectures, and the ong

who presents the lsctures nust be expsrlenced. Each will include a
Toritique” of ourselves. Each lecture will include material from

NAL and from our other pamphletis, which will presented, not by the
lecturer, but by someons Blsa. The classes demand of &M¥ oursolves

and of our audiences that we are consclous of our contributions and our

dewelopments in 2ll the periods we will take up.)

Thus

legture 1lr MAR, Part I(From Practice to Theorys 1776 to 1848)

Chapter 1, Sections 3} and 4

**he Philosophers and the Revolution: Freedom and th
Hogelion Dimlectic” and "Hegel®'s Absilutes and Our
Age of Absolutes.” (pp/ 33-36) 37-43) '
Chapter 11X, Section 1

*Dialegtical Materialisa and the Class Struggle, or -
What Kind of lebor?* (pp. 54-58) )

MAPF, Part IV (The Great Divids in Marxism)
Chapter X
“?he Collapse of the Second Int’l and the Break in
lenin's Thought™ (pp. 167-176) _

(This lecture mresents cur new beginnings and what we stand~for:s
1) the Movement from Preogice; 2) Theoretical development itsel;
3)How Absolutes are made not just generalities dut objectiwm

(From Nal, first review of M&F by Saul will be our self-critiqus) ’

Lecture 2v MaF, Part II (Ch. LV) “Worker and Intellsctual
at a Turning Point in History"

¥AF, Organisational Interlude (Ch. IX) "The Seocond
Intern’l, 1889 to 1914 (especially Section 2 on
*New Form of Workers® Organisation, the Soviet"

PAR, Chapter 3 "Shook of Recognition and Fhilosophioc
Ambivalence of Lenin.” : ‘

Fer this Leoture, material from NAL and other lets qould be
‘ "on the Iranian Revolution re"¥orker and Intol.ro:?:l' )’




Lecture 3+ MNAF, Part III (Marxism: The Unity of Theory and Practie }

Chapter 5 -~ "Impact of Civil War in the U.S. on
ths Structure of %.nug)," .

Chapter 7, Section 3 -- "Accumulation of Capital and
New Forces and New Passions.”

Chapter8, Seotion 2 "Appearance and Reality"” {on

Iogic and Soope of Capital, Voll Il and III¥

RLWLKM, Introduction eand Ch. III -- "Marx's and
Luxemburg®'s Theories of Accumlation of Capital, ite
Crisee snd its Inevitable Downfall”

(For this YLeoture, materiel from NAL could be on New Forols as
ssen in BAL in the 60s -- Eugense's pamphlet on Franoe, Mey 19€6,
would be sxcellent.)

M&P, Part IV (World War I and the Great Divide in Marxism)
Chapter XI “Porms of Organizations Rel. of Spontanms '
gelf-Organization of the Froletariat to the *Vanglard
Party'"
Chapter XII - "What Happens After”
Afro-Asian Revolutions ZPamphlet

P&R, Chapter 9 "New Passions and New Foroes”

A

(Por this Zaoture, we could take up any of the Third World
panphlets, and/or the new FPL on Grenade.)

~¥art ¥ (%he Froblen of Our Ager Btate Gap'lem ve. Fyp
Wa¥,/ Ch XIXI = O - TERR):

*Phe Third Five Year Plan and a Suvamation of aly
the Plans at the Outbhreak of War"

Chapter XIV "Stalin®

RLWLKM, Chapter XII --"The ILast Writings of Marx Point
a Trall to the 1980s." -

Mar, chapt.r m.i (.A“tﬂ“‘t’.on and ihe Naw Hl-.n" ’“) »—
Sections i, 2 "Workers Think Their Own Thought®

PAR, Chapter 2 "A New Continent of Theught® ceclars V. |
PAR, Chapter 7 " The African Revoluticns and the werld

Boonomy® W




Lecturea? & 8

M&F, Ch. 16, Section 3 "Toward a New Unity of
Theory and Practive in the Aholitionist and
Merxist Tradition®

P&R, Chapler 1 "Absoluts Negativity as New Begirmn ing"

, (Hegh 1)
Chapter 9 "New Passions and New Forcos"™

(M. _This ia asplgned earilisr. in Leot.4)

RLWLKM, All of Part II ("The WIM as Rovolutionsy
Poraee and Reason") ‘

Chapter XI "The Philosophy of Fermanent
Revolution Creates New Ground for Org'n.®

( With Oh. 16 from NAF, chapter from IH on Montgomery Bus Boycott
eould be fncluded.)




