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1s a .long letter to an invisible other" ' . . . 
. Other pretext, real 'l,Ues. is passion, the chevalier was 

liA un .me thought he was doing the~unting ·&instead ws aotmte(," 

:e.&l:Mother Abbess I have been sent hefe fria the hse.or •:Y father &:llot!'er ',' 

--THERE WAS NO BREAD FOR US AT MEJI' s TABLES·." 
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, , , bringing a bout a change in todaY' s economic and political 

system, which is founded on t.h~.d domi~1;i~n, would not necessarily brill~ 
about the dustruct1on of all the cul tw:a · crystalliza:tions whereby the 

I . . 

woman is made out to be . in tho eyeo of tM law, a sociallY 

irrespons1ble creature, a. ca.stra:'.;ed rr.an, the wicked flesh, the sinner, 

E9e tempted by the serpent, a body tdthout a soul, the virgin-mother, 

a ntoh, the devoted, self-sacrificing mot:,er, the vampire that feeds 

on the man • s blood, th:£.4l;ood fairy of the householor4, a stupid human 

·being who is ashamed of her sexual desires, a whore a:1d at the same time 
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TilE REASON TIJE·tasclst government binr1ed our 

& 
book was the fe:r or such a book wrltlcn b!• worn~ -

· three women. Thi!Y ;vere \'l!r)' aware of the dauger when 
~pie are togetber. Every kind of meeUng, even a ume 

~
ne, was forbidden. So it was very irnportnnt Ui8t lhr.)e 

· f us had cot together. . . 
The Por~ .. ~ese .r:overnm!!nt cbo.;e b cbnge the 

book as "pornl,aphl.~" and an "r.utrage." Much of 
tt!e rnattrlal in the bi.l(-'r eould have been tbarged as 
politl.eal subversion. Dut tc. have a book banned beeaus'! 
of rolitical suppression in Portugal gave it- prestige, 
and the government did not want that. 
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