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0ns word needs to be said about tho titde of my paner.

. "navulhn .Bnlnism" is the title the Tslos g,avo it a8 they "sssisnedn

&opicn. ‘T call it "DMalectics of I.iberation." The Tour cantral

' pointa of - "Hegelian Leninism, or Dialectics of ubaration-"

&ré- ‘

*Ona, that Hhiuh Lanin degignated as "D 1lec't'.;l.c Proger" o, The

Dhloctic of - lq:erinlism. on the ono haml, and the N’atloml Quostian. Co

 Oht tha other hand. Dialectic Davelopmsnt and vnllapae of the r’ol&hev.uc

",-_‘_‘ Imdu'sh.lp is cur t.h!.rd point of concent.ra.t.n.on. Firally, wa come to

Dauth Dialaobi*: Inversion of nmlitc/ and Thourht,

Now, t.h:gn. letts go adventuring with Jonin 20 he meots Hegel..

. Interwoommuniedtion hotwasn the agar makes for an

exciﬁinp h&pnening

when the min:! of a revolutionary materialigt is pitted againat the -nind

‘;_ ) of a bowrgeois idealist philosopher who discovered a rwolutinmry

o - dialectic. So sirong is tho illumination, 1t caste on tho relationship

of philosophy to revelutien in Ionin's era that wo got a plimpee alos

of the challonges we face today,

You, no doubt, know the historic mortent of this occouronce we the

world falling apart as tho ovtbreak of the firet world war nw

spt
28tablishod Marxicn along in a tidal wave of deatruation.
facts,

But moro t.han

factos, facts are needod to srapple with the compulaion Lenin relt. C

— to unearth tho past - not snly tho philogophie erigins of Harxism in

Hegnl, hut tho noversending roturn to that polnt of orivin. by res
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living .the shock of rocognition Lenin experienced in kls encounter -
;:.tt.h_ Hégui,_ we become witnssa to ‘the transfusion of the lifehlond of
* the dialectlc == the nagation ol the neg.ation.: the transformation of .
reaiity ag wall as of thought a8 Lenin writes:

"o would beliwve that, this - the movement and 1a9lfe

myvennst’ ... spentenceus, internally-nscessary move-

nent, ... ‘movenant and 1ife' A0 the core of 'legelianisn!,

of abtstract and sbotruse (Aifficult, ebawrd,; heguliamsm?l'"

{Appendiz, M&F, p. 331s Vol. 38, p.1sl) (1

The activiat, the Party man, the materialilat, the prolatirlan TG

' _volut.iom,y-is' undergoing “'absoluto.nogdt.ivity“ as_he moves in the

."'appaaito. ahsolute opponita dh-actton. from the "phc!:ocap,r" taeory N
'whix:h harl pmaated hi.n vulgarly mntarialistic ggam and @ 5g-',,_

Hew rl-:_;é i}miies: .

"Alia3s Maa's cognition not only roflects the objsat.tve )

world, but ereates it." . (M&F, Apperdix, p, 347; Vol.

38. p. 212) - : C

‘Les% anyona think that this is either sheor Hagelimim ond, "thare-
fore, pure Mualism" =-» or Haolst voluntarism, .Lat hin or her raturn to
the solid g-rourd on which Lanin stood as his mind prepared for rwaluhion.
proletarian revolution. How, hold on tight to Lenin's new concrete
universal =« "to a ma.n" == tha populntion "ts a man running production
and the state, It is tho polar oppocite of "Tho Thought of Mao Teo~tung"
thut deludes itself in belioving that, by fiat, "the ﬁfalmsman" can

Mabolish" the objeotivity of Hegel's law of contradiction.

No mattm' how often Lemiu reminded himself that he was roading
Hegol "materialistically', no matter how he lashed out ageinst what
he called the "dark waters" of such abstractions as "feing~for-Selfn,
aixd despite the fact that in his first confroniation with categorie:i

12529




. =3 :
of the Doctrine of Notlon ~e Univar.u:.i. Particular, Individual - h&

oalled thom "a best maahs of gatiing a headacﬁo". Yanin, from the very
start, grasped that these abstractions carry a nlatoric meaning, He
thevofore, sided at once with },{ap:ol's Benlisn as against what he
called "vulgar materialism'; ‘
“The des of the transformation of the ideal into the
rekl is % Very important for history e Against
Cvudger mater m. kB, The difference of the ideal
from the material is also not unconmditional, not excess-
ive," (M&F Appandix, p. 329; Vol. 38, pe 114)
Kot on_];y w8 Lenin galning a now appreciation of Hegel'p idealism, .
of the movement ard éelf-mvam‘enf:}. both of thought and reality. He
"also stopped coﬁr;teﬁ-pouing Essence to Appearance as if one were only
: ";hdﬁ;_t" aml ft.he. other the only “real", The one, and the othor, ware
.“Mﬂ (the eaphasis 1o Lonin's) of a sconcrote togl ity; from
which even cause sheuld not be singled out:

" "It io absurd to single out causality from this. It
is imposeible to reject the obisctivity of notionz, the
,ob;a‘c%ivit of the universal in the particular and in the
ividusY , o

"Just as the simple value form, the individual act of
exchange of a given commodity with another, already ine
clules, in undeveloped form, 21l major contradiotions of

capitalisa, - 8o the simplest genaralization the first

and simplest forming of notions (judgments, syllogisis, aje,)
slgnifies the everdeeper knowledgo of the objective world
connections. It 1s nocessary here to seek the r songe,
signifioance and role of the Hegalian Logic. This NB. M

(M&F, Appendix, p. 339; Vol. 38, pp. I?PE. 9}

You can feal tha liberating affect on Lanin of his battles with the .
eategorles in the Doctrinc of the Notlon «e the Universal, the Part.
ieular, the Individual, the very catezories he had first called "a
best way of gotting a headache." He now begins hitting ocut, not against
Hezel, but againat Marxists, himself included, Though Hoscow's }-215118]1
translater loft out the emphasis, in the plural form of Marxlists, there

is no wey to modify Leninfs concluzlion that: 12530




©m a2 by

SUPIP RN

e S

alle

"!lom of the mrxiuts understood Marx. It is angasible

fullyr to grasp Harx's Copitcl, especially its rivat
-chaptee', i you heve not stiwdied throuszh and understood

the whole of Hopel's logic." (nsF, Appendix, o, 314-0:

Vol. 38, p, 160)
Row Lanin had no nead to wait for the pocts ine of Ktion to mingle

out the unity o.{‘ eppositos to he the core of the dialectic, He had

dena &8 much in tha Dootrine of Being.

Even from & puraly tochnioel point of view, it is crueial to ot/

£

-garve wlu.t hnppaned to Lenin art.er he "connigned God and the philnuophic
rl.bblo tlut. defends God te tlm rubbiuh heap", after ke kept. baing wery

_ o.t‘ Bsgcl's "Abnolute", onea he entaraxi that reaJ.m of "pura t.houfht"

As agn.‘lnst the 13 p.;gea Lenin devoted to the Prefacaa and ]'.nh-o- _
duction. 22 pugoe to Dostrine of Relng and 35 to the Dactriue of”Eaai'mau.

: ~to-the Dootrine of Notion .
he. not only devoted 71 pegea/(that 48 more than the total pages dew
votori to 111 tha rest of the Soience of Login}. he also formule ted, ‘not
“meraly "Jottinga". & five psge artialo 10n tha Qumfion of Dialectios"
which ends with & variubla panagyric about_"the "iving tree of living,

fu'tila. genuine, powerful, omnipotant., objective, absolute huran

km‘flﬁg”.“ (Vol. 383 Da 363).
. Note the contradictory and true Jamming wup of' opposites, abspluten

and "human®. Toward the end of the Selence of logic, as Lanin stopped
ahyi;_g axvay from "Absclute", grasping that the trus Mbsolutet is
“absoluga negativity", the cocsslaag negation, not only of ths ol

but alse of the first negstl on. ho held cn tight to tho Abeolute
Method, noting further, "fhis Na3: The richest 48 the moat anncrato
and most subiectiva™ (Vol, 38, p. 232, eriticicing Heygel for making

a distinetion between "simple" nogation and Vihe aosolute;
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“fie. difredence 18 'nol clear to.we, ig not the
‘abwalute. equivilent o the '@9re oonerete?" -
(Vol. 88, p. 229)

T grugy the full imu-ot of the e rging of the con-

ercte und ¢ bsoluto, #e uust 4o #hoy Lenlin uid througi:out the

battle witb the Sciénce of Logle: helding sefore his mind's

eye, or to uso, a phruse of the Joung ¥arx, "the caple eye of
mind", sumethin; as conerete ond universal awg tha mgmmslmrng

Ganitol.

Thusg, when Lenin saicd thut na genuine abstrnction 1a
truar thnn uensuulity, Lenin, {whe is tulkinv to hinaelf,"
argulng with himself und aamin himself t5 return and further
work put the’ meuning of this or thut philauophlc category and
its rolutionahip to Marx's econoaic categories), Leuln there
points. to the..ruutel rruth in “'value" vompared to the mnrkct,

minifessation’ of supply and dewmand,

By the timo even the .bsulule loses its God-like Tet- -
1sbiam ind beénmesiconcrete, human to Lenin, he axplodes into
all the generalizusions  bout none huving previously undefé
stood tarx, .bout Plekhunov, huving written thousands upon
thousands of puges on "the dinlectie” hadntt underatood "the
dialoctic propurt becnuse he hud not battled with Soience of
Logic itselfl, and the need Tirst how to continue tﬂ; work. of

Marx.

X, Dinlectle of

imperialism, and of tho Nationsl Ounestion
Put differevntly, the aialectle 1o the unity of

opposites, whon it 1g upderctood s the trunsltlion from che.
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toltha other sand the transforgution ulso of first negution -

the sauond nagutivity alono oein; thu :urniﬁé polnt.,. First

than oun ons grasp aidlec

Uul duva;ugmuut Lhruu;n coutru-

diotion in Notion

ug the ubaolute medivtion from the obstract

Universsl t hrough the urticul :r moaent o the ndividuul the f:

cunorntﬁ; xhey then ull vegln to csuune flegh and blood us

the internsl didlectic, not thut of external reflection, but

©..the proceas of begoelng, in actuality, in the immedinte

ﬁlphénoméhon,'ao,that Imperialign is ot merely the phenomenyl
] iexpresiion of the lutest stage of Coplcalism - monova]y - but
“?13 ‘eve of proleturiun revolution.
“« And. B against u nhenomsnul view, or what we now oull . ﬂ
'"tha soclolaay of knowledge", whicu daegrades history, merelyj.
to.rurnishing “baok¢round" Tor making generalizutions {us‘if
i were gufficieny mergly Lo nqte tiial concluslions wre not
~mads up of the whole cloth, but ure derived Iron hcfﬁul Incts),
Lenin sided with the Hagolinn :iuleotic- in ita aatuqk on the

ayntlhetic method of wbstract ldentity, thut requaired all

given muterial come fron cxternal reflection,

Lenin's .0tebooks on Impnriuvlism dizelosss whet worlds

‘upurt Leniat's atudy of lmperiulisn 1s'nut only froa the b otray-

ing second Internutionul's thoeory uof 'ultra-imperisiian, but

from studies by revolutioo ries Like Luxemburxg, «nd rthe Duteh” «-

Pannekoek, dortoer, :folend-iiost -~ whow Lenin bud culled 'the

best revolutionury «m wmost internation.lict emensw si° the Int,®

and yot thought that all of thedr views on the lictlonul Cuestion

(]
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._betraysd htt.i.ttlioa of : "imperhlist. oconomiam."

Ianln applied that designatio
to t!wu tiho dm not grasp ‘:.!m re:lationahip. or,.. mc-re cerrectly put,. the .
to. "‘.npox'mum
: dirsct opposiuurlof ‘the. qtmagﬂa for, aeli‘-detarmi..ation Which t.hamby
“gave -pociu urgenny to the Nationl Quost.ion. not enly 23 “principla“ but
.u“!mnmua"for prolem.lan rovolutian.

‘ Iﬂ‘l.n. llu :I.ntrmnlgaunt 1:1 his debates with bin Boa.ahwik col.i.enguu
on the qusltion. hi.t.‘!.ng aut scpsaﬂa]l,r aga..nst Hikohi Bukh.\rin wbau

an relatid to gzgas‘.tio-: to t.ha-%tioml ggos
nﬁialhe now- ¢ "hnpsr ea m

anaialist ravolution.

e et L -

ing Marxism for their age, keep their eyes glued on the objective slte
uati.on. not as if it wore a mere compiling of the latest haudli 8, but
requiring serlous nnalysis in strict rolaticnshin to the "Bubject.tve
situation.” bHhat, however, nono w;:ra opprossively awara of bofore -1915,

< was that the ohjective situation has a dialoctic, ard the suhjoctive &

"- s ) : dislectic of 1ts own; the jamming up of these oppositeu iz a grest deal

_ both u@re complex and more concrote than the mare repbtition of tha words,

capital/lator,

At the turn of the century, it had become clear that a totally noew
atage in the development of capitalism had been reachad. Amiysts:ﬁs;an )

facing that reality. ‘The firat was by liberal bourgesis economiat.lloﬁaon; .
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' _".atudy of Imgﬁrialism ju 1902, hEidMR that wapitaiisa
""shauld" change thia "policy.

'

Tha rirat Mnrxiat study of the uxw phenomenon, By Hi‘ferd-.d

_1n*; was puhlisnen Ain 1910 Tinance Cauitul.- It wasg. praiged

for aingling ou* t.nia new faat.u:e, bank ca"itul, and oy
asaertin. tth thia nigh snage ol cupitalism nade ‘it eba‘er

j.rur tha dictatorshin o the, brolatariat "to .Jke cver” thig

g‘ org&niaatioa of induatry., Like the cutegories in mssenoc,;

e mJW'eoon'onic aategories &1L Ld “to .xbsoluta aubstance.

1ferding’s analysia disalosed no new beginning, noaelr-

conmulaéion of . Cahital concentratlnb her study on the ra-
K .J“

f:l tionehip of oapitalism ta non-capitaliam, shat is, imperial-'

"L5afism'n curvin; up of tne‘anlonies. s@ cunnot” hure(”&o into e

-:tne _*I what begun ua a supplament to Marx*s Lagital,'qn
pdatinz of "primitivu agounuletion o capital" 45 the real, .
the agtual, the ongoing uccumuluticn of capital, ended as S ﬁ

@ revision of Xarx's greutest theoreticul work. .ll thut con-

cerns us lere -- outside of thefuct th.t Lenin opposed both
its undcr;ucnsumptionisn‘wnd i3 wrong counteipositian 5f - é
theory to reallty -- is th.L tLe present cluims ny the qwaezys;
Mandgls and youthful exuonents ol the "Thira .orld" us the
only revolutionuries notwith.tunding, xoca Juxewbury ¢om-
Plevely denied that she hud uneurthed o pnew suirject, elther in

theory or in f.ot. ohe insisted th.t ‘long pefor:! casitalisn
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will huve exhauated'ftsclf r'rom h «ving ngeanitalist areas to.

expaoit tha prolaturiat would overthrnw it,

" inm 1915, Bukharin publishud his Jtde, “Imﬂcrialism
gand torld Eﬁonom[. ngain, therewas no criciainm of Finangce

Capital; the latest "updating" expaunded the jeogrophic area

glowally, and, ilike “the Duteh” snd Luxemburg, omi all Marxish

revulutionurisa,'ba unoompromiaincly fought the sootalst

intruyera und their upologista, the Kautskys witn his theory of ‘
ultra-imperialiaa. agaln, tnU»proletariut was traated es onjeot.”;
Again, Lenin did ndt note it, and zlonin&ly lntroducad Buknurln'

l’OJ.'k-

In a few months, however, he turned agains? all previous
_atudien. He atarted anew the unulyais of Impertallam 28 trnns-
formation 1nto Oggositc of completion into monopoly oupitailsm.
Krupskaya notes in her Memoirs that she hud never seen him in -

a more"Boapromising moode We zlso have Bukharin's letier frenm
New York, 5egging Lenin not %o eonduct hia nolemices on the
Notional uestion in u'wuy thut would exagerbate relatvions with-

in the Bolshevik  roup.

In the struggle against thoe vatrayers.und Tor thero-
constitution o larxist internationalism, Lenin found that gven
smong revolutionaries there wus no grusp ot ull of the Jdisluctie
ol revolution, the cutulyst Tor proletariun revolution thutﬁfﬁ“
struggle lor self-detercinstion wus. The uiuluctlp w48 not
“"philosophyy or, to phruse Lt wore preeisely, philosophy,
divlectlc wua not an wbstruction; 1t wus the ulgebrn ol ree-

volution that wus inherent in coonomios relations. s if
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those magnificent Irish revolutionories hedn't upheaved the
worlid, the Marxist theorcticiane oontinued to trent the untter

quantitalivély, or, more nreolisely out, sanc subjeot.

Even before those musses were in motion -~ the major
puart of the Hotebooks on Impe:iulibmuere done in 0id-19l5 ~--

1enin hed veen clesely following developaents on the Natlonal

-Vﬁuoatinn »y Marxists, he fouhd thoy vwere totoily Jeaf to this
- ) tenfial force for revolution. He took curerul note of the

‘raot thut tha SP in the US hud made but one oroclamuhion for

';:Negroes 1n 1901, aadinu {p. 09'} that in the State or Mississippi {

bha socialiuts orzanized Negroes "in saparete looalsil"

ﬁrter,lélv he wili list the jegro ¢ueatibn aa,a‘ﬁﬁtiaqalf
wdbatiqn and byR9l19 whén the Germon Hevolutionqwue bahe?ded,ﬂ
the Natibnal‘Quea;ibn-beonme the Internntional quegticalw'iithf

. a bossible new oolut of depgrtdra ror world revolutioh ~‘I?akine,ndww
instead of Herlin( Z) and in thateriiicul yeor 19n0. the iegro
wuestion remuined cantra-, top. But for the “oment (19]6) the

. potential of the NHatlosal (usstion as the mazses in motion be-

comeagactual in bDublin.

With this revolution, Lenin's prineipled sténd n Lhe
Nutional .uestion guined a now dimension. He.beuums sost ine
trapsigent withi his dolshevik co-reuders, with Qosu LuXemhurg,
with "the Dutoh", whose position he culled the wost internut-
fonuitst, but 30 .bstract thoet they recognizod ncithor the
ao:usl unloushed revolution -- the Irish uprising -- nor the

diulueetiec of revolution t.uoretlieally -- @oused o8 Rengon, the

magsas in motion. The nutional revolutiony naere noat "substitutea”
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for prolcetarian revalution, Lut they % buoilli for i%, and
.no oatalyst of revolution is "uubordinute", scmetilog over
whicathe internutionullsta nay superimpose tnalr "principles”

as ultimstum for partlelpution.

agraveanled in Leniu*s_Natehnoka 43¢} Imperiﬂliﬂm‘ which

arebby no aesng limitad to tne economic 'study of the lutest
phaas of capitulist develiopment, but include ulso thn outlime
of articles on the war itself, on the National wuestion -~ and

iioen arxisme and the 3tate™, thst which later vecame state .and

“Revolution, Hefe you censeo Lenin'a diulectie mind 1n‘5otxon"';

l ns.hi moves to an apalysis of the state by uﬂklnﬂ ‘the unity or " :

oppositas ~= "the transformationof monopaly uunitalisu 1nuo
ateth - monopoly ocapitalism”" -~ upd L{tg obeolute uppasite, qnﬁ."
Just "in aehernl" -= the world proletarian revolution -- but

conorately, bhe-nut “taking over" of the state, wut smaching i%,

smashingit to smithereecns,

- aguin, nowever, tuere will be uWWutchiné of'the spontan~
aous upheu%al to see whut naﬁ-rormu ofrevoltand of rules would
amerge, onoe the self'-developing Russian proleturiat hudé re-
orouted the ooviets in February, 1417 -- Lenin has his answor;
"Ne polica, no army, no offlcinldom. ivery worker, @very
peusant, avery toiler, cveryons who i exploited, the whole
populationto u man.” Lenin's new conerete Universul 1s "TC
A MaN." He has propnred Limself theorctioully to e there,
and ws he phrased 1t when he found he had no time to Tiniak

"the book'?, staie und devolution:




) ’It is mura plcasunt and deaful to go thxrough the cxparienoal

of the.revolution than .%o nrite aboat it.

IIi. Dialectical- Developuent and : o
Collapse of Leadership - S

One uhinw the Lenin In. t;»ute did noke sveilodle to the

puhlio in those empty introductiods o Lenin'a PhiLusophid liote=

books, cnd that is the requuests Lanin madelfor books., It is
1earﬂﬁhut he hod not stopped studying tﬁulﬂégelinn dialectis
onca the revolntion wacg sucoessrul. Mor wes this “sondemic",
or Liﬂited to the fnct that he asked 'thé tbeo*eticians“ ‘iha

. o ediﬁors of - the new tbeoretical organ, UNHER THE BANNXR OF '

‘f’]"f HARXISM‘ to uot an‘”Matﬂrinlis t Friends of the Bagaellian

| Dinleotio“ and continue to publish Hegel's vorke theaselves,

with oanmentary. No, it was the woy he spoplied it in 11fe,

{n ‘theory, in his vattles wlth his co-leudars.

There is no mére truu;c momont in all of history thun

) the #111 Lenin lert. The criticism of his ¥olslevik co~leaders
was directed not only uguinét dﬁalin whow he asked be "removed®,
or ZIhovieVAKamnnev whoie puhliuuﬁion of the date of the nlunpud
salzure of @ower in the bourgeois press was "no accident', or

agoinst Trotsky's "administrative @ ntolity.” No, also domn-

¢ is Lenin's criticism of “the woyt vuluuble upnd oijgest
theoreticiun of the party", Bukharin, not to siention that he
is “'the favorite of the whole party"; wut hia rhepretical views
oan only wibi the very ,reatest douaht ve re;urded ng fully
terxian, ror there is something gohnlestie in hiw, {he never

learned und I think never fully understood bhe gialoctlis. !
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- f&e ruﬁificmbions of ‘thia. shorthund expression .ubout
the.didldctio cun sest se grasped when aoamething éoncrate |
is held on . o tizhﬁly, and the continucug "ause thing con-
ofébuﬁ thag uus.aain; deboted with Sukharin tﬂrouzhout the
decude, 19L4-1u24, wuas sukharin's nhstroot revolutinnisa whun'
1t came to the Notional -aestion not wnl; ve. luperislisa
sut olfter the suceceas of the Getober Revelution, regording
'ggg'phii:utibn to the sélr-daterminatian ‘of natiané, end, .
gﬁuin,‘aa'fhe plack dimension, (&pth on the Negro .nusfloﬁ.in'
‘;_thﬁ Usﬂﬁnd the afrisan peoﬁlcs us Bukharin mindleﬁély‘drag;gd' g
.1-1.;.."ini;.d::..%he juestion of the New Program of 't_:he, Rugsian cpmﬁidn—,._.'"
f{'_ist-Partf, . | i

Finally, some of ths dimensions of the pronlem.-of the‘

¢inlectic of world revolution lenin was asking others to
work out., Time doea not allow us to develon this crucial
guestion here, but wu can et o glimpse of the mw dimension
from Lenin's Theses on National und Colonisl Juestion:

Patiy-Bourgeois nationallsm declares the

recognition of the equulity of nutione, und

nowvhing uwlsey, t0 we iniernstivnallsw, wpile

preserviug intaet nutlonsl egoisa ... proletorian

internutionaiisa denunas, Tirstly, the suwordina-

ticn of thy intorests of the proletarian struggle

ip one country to the intercsbs ol the strugcle

on i world scuie ,.."

fi@ have yot ta work thils out. Iapntient acudemio

Murxists like ureusc notwishstunuding, the theoreticul point
of departfure ror working sut the dislectle of worla revolu-
tion wus laid down in 1920, v npear Lullf-ceniury eelore

Mercuse, in trying to throw overhosrd iinrx's coneept of
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Jravblution, neld rorth that to Lenin nutional revolutions
were pnly 1guxiiiory” whereus today, with the iisu of

Third wordd, weltgg) can look et matters “glowally.”

‘ In any o=ae, whaﬁ 1s.nf the osseacs dizleetizally,
h;atoriaally, in traeiangz Lentint's 'Hegelianisa® inéepn:ahlefr;m-l
the qonordte muni verssls" that slone can assure the coming of

‘ wb:ld revolution iz fo bold on :ight to ienin's heritage phil-
"7lb56§h1uéily us well us nationally, wnat aruptu agontanebﬁafy

'7:55 w9ll 4s whet comrs out of organization, cxtended 6ll the

._Way;fds Lsnin:did,‘tolleadership and ogxahizatisﬂ.

What Lenin wos summing up, whether it was in Theses,

‘or in Will, is u Lifetime Spent in the revolationary novemest

ot the point whore, conecretely, 1t sohieved tho jreatest prol-
etarienrevolution 1n_history, and where, pbiiOHophicalLﬁ;-cial~

cotics vecuma the pons asini of all of Lenin's thought,

It was no smali, nbstruse matter"when ne wrote thaot the
greatesat theoretielun in the vortydid "not fullyundarstand” the
dinlectio" any aore thun 1t was a winor aquestion thathe warned
thutif the tactional strugeles reflect uotunl class divisions,
nothing, nothing whatever he or uny one 2lae can say, could

atop the vroletarian stste rrom collubae.

It should not be negessury to suy, dut Trotskyism mukes
1t necessury 9 suy that "if it were . plass uestion™ keunt
nothing a8 simplistic as .talin reprosenting “'uhe pzasuntry”

.. # |
und Trotsky the proletariut.




. 15
.1V,  Decth of Dialeckic: Inversion of Reality and Thought

Hothing #tapped the t-nnaformtion into oppesite of the workers?
atate bacauser, once tho world rsvolutlon had no n polnits of outburst
that wore luceouiul. wrld oapit.tlium nad gainad more than u breathm .

Fouu:lstion vas laid for cnpit,aliam's dovalopmenf into gtate
alpitalipm AG & ztste af davelopment ar world nconomy. ihich is pra
eisely what lenin fosred when he kept rolterating, in his wdrhinés to

‘hie Party, that thoy uare moving "backwards to caﬁitallam"_; that hiastoey
hed vitnessed many retrozresaiona. and it would 'be utopizn %o think
we will not be thrown bazk,"

nﬂmugh in so atranga a form that few racogr.izad .1.1:. Soviet
. Russia ht.d baen thrown backward, It took 8 second World \\. ar be.‘!'orb
1t daunod on any to fear ptate capiulium. 8o long as -the- "acmnding
ueighu". (meana ot production) were in the hamis of the"mrkmﬂ'suta

It m& 2 movemant from beloW == - the warkers' upr.laings in Baot: Europu.
p&rtioulari_ly the Hmzurhn Rmrolution ~= befare the world gra.qui,,in
full that the fr;sednm wdx-'kea's hungerad for was fresdam from the State ‘
Party, from the State Plan, from the State, and what the_v,r ha.ngm-od i'or
ware decantrglized Workers' Councils, intellectual Ceunelis, Youth

Councils form of rule,

Mao was so tarrified of the agb lectivity of the"Hegelian” zontrae
diction, that 15 to say, opposition to the Communlst State from the Isfi,

from the proletarians, from the youth, from the B that he dtdlu-ad the
conta-adiotion te be

/ manipulatible whan "handled correctly by the Panty or, batter yat, the
Thought of HMao, Cut intoc bite asize this “theory" vacame the quotations in

the 1little Hed Book,




" wllu
The feat that it did tako the form of a sultural rovelution

roslly provas Ats impstencs. Long, long ago, the idealist Hogel pine
pointad tho invertsd rolationship fm reality characteristic of "oulture"s

. "Inversion of realit.; and thought. "thelir entire est.rangomant
of one from the othery it is pure culture.® \5) T:le only led teo

'm‘.lﬁntarun:' “the worid ior it 15 ‘abzolutely ita om will " (6)

It is no scoldent thht the modern impatisnt oner, thouzh they i:alk-
glibly enough of revolut;ion. world ravelution at that, held out some
thisg quite short of that as tho task of Left intéllectuals:; . "Rad.tual:
hnghwﬁ;nhﬁﬂ_.bthyra.3' ('?)

Hhst e, nesd; d.nnt.esd. how«vor, ia nome "sar.townasa. labor,
’ pat!.moc njzd cuﬂ‘wing of the nega.tiva“ ~That need:t to ba‘done ‘an twe

_.101’!18. It,,ault\smt where uap,in left off me That 1e fﬁe fuhnd'u‘tio'ri‘

i;ut aat the whole, The now = tha reallty of our age, 1a avt to be oun-
sidored an & mere updating. No, the new beg:!.ns by listeninz to nev
inpulses sriving froa below, arising from pra.c‘cice. not the elitist
praotice of theoreticlane "going to tho peasants" but uzaéreticia:w‘
lmning_ from thé: maspes at which point they first begin to develoep
theory. For our ara, the new eruptswl firet in East Burlie on June _i?.
1953 and ha# sontinued, not only in Fast Burope but throughout the Third
World an woll as in the [B. Here, all recognize at least the new gonorae
tion of revelutionaries ag black anl as "having been born® in the 1960'&
However, I bersan with the m.ldcatwythat battled automation in the 1950's,

“The vold in the Marxist movement since lenin's death,®

I wrote in 1957, (8)...
"would have a significance only for Marxists excopt that
Marxism 1s in the dal_; lives and aspirationf of working
peaple. Marxism is neither in the pathetic little theses
gathering dust in small radical organizations, nor in
impressively blg tomss gathering dust on the shelves of large
congorvetive univerelities,
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®  The msin difflouity in ooing tho elsmonts of the new
soolety in, the predent ia that woriars ropeat many of the
idean of tho ruling class until the vory day that an
explosive brexk actually ocoursS. ...

Ho single human beirg, nor even the Bolshevik Party of
Ienin, could havo prodicted, far less argani=asd- the Soviet.
N¢: ono oould nave gucased it wes ceming unttl it came.

But 1% ien't obvious now, thit the Russian workers, in thelr
owm ey and esorg thenmsolves, wers coming i¢. the conclugion
that they winted somothing other than parismentary domone
raoy? They thought so ag fer back as 1905 when they orsated
the 3t. Pstorehurp Sovist. No ons told thon to. No one
organised it. No one usie a new catezory out of il when
‘it did erise, The only ones who rememberad the 19C5 Soviet,
and held fast to thet vision and! that aot, ware the [ussian:

. warkerz. ‘They recreated them in 1917, this time on s -
mational scole, : '

‘ Intellesturl{ wloth just accumulates and agnurulates o
the polint where the self-complacent "scientif individunln
is perudttsd to write, with lmpunity and wnthinkingly, of
"Man Viewad as Machine," Evidently no human passion nowae'. -
daye i5 beyond a methebatlosl formula that can forthwith

' be made practloable in "a'buidable wachine," "

Intellectual growth will first begin when new ground is

~brokkan, The elements of the new sooiety present in the old
are everyvhore in evidence in the thoughte and lives of the
worklng olses, . Where the workers think their own thoughts,

Shere must be tho intellectual to absorb the now imnuises,

Qutnide of that thers can be no serious theory. Philosophy
springs from the empiriocal sclences and actual life, but
incorporetion of these laws and generalieations into -
philosophy, Hegel showed, %implies a compulsion of. thought
itself to procesd to.these concrete truths,n

Since the conchoete trutha, like the Montgomery bus Boycott, that
I montioned then have wultiplied many times and since new forcas of re-

volution == youth, women -~ have Been born and Mnd its concapt,
- ‘

"power comes out of the barrel of a gun®, has an attraction for tl—ﬁm.

I would like tc snd with a guotation irom the second edition of ny work

that contrasted mo'ﬁ to Lonin's dialectic: (9)

"Mao's fallure to grasp dialeotic logic has nething whate

over to do with "understandinz philosophy. Dialectic lsgic

iz the logic of freedom and can be grasped only by those
ongagaed in ths actual struggle for I'reedow. Thereln lies the
key to the fulfillment of hu man potentialities and therein lies
that new relationship betwesn theory and practice which zould
lesson tho birthpangs of industrialization. Anything elsa is
the type of subjectiviam which hides Mro's compelling need %o
transform the strugple for the minds of men intu e drive to
brﬂiflmsh thom. . =
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: "It is a2 3ad commentary on owr times and exposes how
K ' totally lacking in any confidencs in the sslfwmotivity
‘IR of the mamjes ars téday’s olaixants to the titls, "Harxe
N +istelaninist.!! Their militancy gains momenius ondy whers 3
. ‘thers is z state power to back it up.. ... The challenge is ' 1
. ‘ for a new unity of Netion and Reality which will releass the S
. ‘ vast untasped anerzies of mankind to put an eid, dnce and for h
811, to vhat Karx callod the pre-history of humanity so that
ite trus history can finally unfold."

This iz whers Lenin began in 1917 and continued till his desth in

1924, It i time we picked Yp the thread of world reveluticn.

3"‘

otes:. . :
(5%; I ax uring my translation of Lonin's Abstruct of
‘ gy Which appearsd as Appendix to imm

-giving orcus-refarences %o the Hoscow trans tion, ]

(2) }tr 1911 Study of Luxemsburg?®s Work .has baaﬁ rewpublished ag - )

Appendix ‘to the 2967 pamphlot, SiateCapitelism and Merxistw
T Hwanisn, (Datroit). . ‘ _ '

(3) "he rosd to Borlin may be through Poking ... In tha last
afalynis the outooms of the siruggle will be detemined by
the faot that Russlia, Indis, and China constitute the overs
whelining majcrity of the people.’”

~{8) Hegel, Fhenomenology of Mind, p. 549
id, p. L : o

¢ Hlack Dimension isn't something that I am superimposing
; : upon Lanin. 1In 1912, 1% first appeared in lenin's Work,
- New Data on the Laws of ngnlogiont of Capitalism in
" Agriopltyre, Part I, Capitullsm and Agrioulture in the
g ! : United States of Amerlca, (Selected Works, Vol. XII., pp.
- v ) 1904282, 1In 1515, in hia HNotobooks on Imp erinlinm, he
o carefully noted that the IWW had a mere cerrast poeition
: on the Negro question than had the Socialist, Party which,
in 1901 hud only a eingle resolutlion on the Negro Question
and in Missgiseippi, the Party had built separata locals for
Negroes and Whites!f (The double exclumation marks on Lanin'’s,)
In 1618, in the Dsbates on Ravising the Party Program, he teok
Bukharin to task for the manner in whioh he used the word
Hottentot. Th; Debat.e(n on the Natlenal Questlo:. coutinued into
1919-1920 and 1922, (See S%ecgud Works, Vol. VIIXI., pp.
311 to 367, Vol. X., pp. 231 to 204; also ses Clawdc MoKwy's
Speach at the U4th Congress of the Communist Interrational,
?li) Sea Herbert Marcuse's '"Reaxamination of the Concept of Hevolution,
LY - New laft Review, No. 56, 7/8 - 1969,
e (8) Merzism and Freadom, pp. 282-283, p. 286.
S (9)  Ibid,pp.329 to 330

egal.'s Saienog -
om, (N.T.)
nin. !
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