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. It 1S at this point where ha sho•'S .that at1ong the ancients, it 

was never: a question of which property crsate• roost weaJ.th but whnt de
.. velopes("iit however narrowly nl\tinnal, religious, or poUtical a de!'inition") . 

l!llln, Andy at;, ho isn't glori:!'yit.g· tha,t past as Rousseau glori:!'ied "natural 
'man", .but infitsad shows 11' ycu stri-" away the bourgeois form of property, 
wsa1th 'H':>uld first than show itself to ba "the universality of noods, 
'::&pB.eities, enjoyments, Product!.v.e pOW.Jj.~s or indivldlllll&." (thu ftu.l 

. . ~quobtio" ~ appear as th~ fronts~l.ece of the book. .. 

~· :rna 1-Iord, M.a. ... ~ rafuses to mE<.ktt a. r~tish of the primitive ~ 
~% ommune, even a. a, contrary to ther new bongeois discovet•ers of ~xist 

position on the Asiatic ~!ode of Production!:: ~ofWlod to roake~ientau 
espotism equivalent, just to baz~rdn&ss.. On th~on~ary, he shOws 

· that ifj even 1n 110r:!.ental Dospotisro", the r • rice To iroporiall•tic 
• 

1 dissolution has something a.· ereat~ deal more :tn favo,. cttr its'llf thAn 
"progressive" cilpitallam. Or. to put it ui:!'ferontl,y 't.he Jospotirro of th~ 
J.oiatic Mode of Produotion, like the despotism of the capl.talist factory, 
~io.""es trorn. certair~ exploit.ati\-G relatie:ns of ~· roducti .. :m. The ct:Jrttfel 

~I<>IY\1. point is·(l) centr4i;!ze.t~a, (I!!) oteto, { 0 __ ll.taticn;tt·y or what ha calls 
in capital itself 1 e strl.o as supreme land1~ dn} What-b:e tracas is various ·; 
for-ms o£ .Property bt..-t aga:n not .just as a ~hing but as a ccndition and ra.. ·:' 
~~~io•nrlill.p of production: . ' , ) 5 

,....,.,.,.~ ·"'' "'"' ·.[! .·· ?•·en a~.- and this. applies to its Asiatic, Slavonic -~. · . ;; 171-.i 
~"~~siclol@ Germanic forms - therefore originalJr"' - .. 4 · 

111b'\ { . 
a subject r~producing hirosulf) to the condition< ·of his · .•' .· , ··. l ~ign.· 11'·. ies·.· a r.olatiO. n of the. uork. ing (producing) subject. (or '~·· -... ···• ..•. \· 
.prOduction C"l" 1•eproduction as his own, Hence, a~co:rdicg. to ' . · ·· .::\. · · 
.the. COnditionS of o ul:t;lon, !)rOpert,y Will taki0'1i:!'f'erent ·, ,:c:·; I • 

o_ •.•• •. Slavery, ser dom, at.o,, lolhere the labourer .. ··,·,. · 
hiros~lf appeara among i:ha natural c~ndit.ions of pt'e<latt '- . · . ~ .. · ' 

· !"o:o: a third . " · r conununit.y - and wher·3 fu:orty ' ! 
therefor~ is(!:o~on er ha relationship of the Ol) entl,y 

is. always aacondar,)t, never: p:-_1Lmry, although t tho . · · 
1. abo.urin.e• .indi. v ua tc the object.ive .corY.Iit~ns of laboW'· 

necoHsary and logical result of property fo . upoc, tbe 
co•ununity and upoa labour in the oo111111unl ty. ( his character 
~!: sl&ve.ry does .~ apply to the e;Aneral slavery of. the 
'.drient, t<hi9h io IW considered 2!!l,j:_ from the Europ""n point 
of vial<. " ~ \'-· 'j.::. ) _, 
Not so incidentally • the constant strenS on history a.s the actual 

way in which classes :-asoJ.ved their contradictions is a beauti:!'ul point 
Against So.rtre 1s fantastic nonsense about ~;oing from the ,individual to ~ '\../' 
history. whereas as 1-'.n.rx shol-IS, "man i!l only indl,iidualizE~CJ tlu·ough the .,)F' 
process of h; story. He, originally 1 appCJlrs as a generic being, a tribal 
bein a h anilna!,." (p. 96) 

!l.nrx also brings 1n part I. of these manuscripts the fir•t informa
tion of 1<hat O<e 1<ill get to knew by autoroation. (t.he other •ection of the 
Gondrisse that W>S not, published is very larg~ly concerned with autcr.nation 
or that which ffl\l'll called the autoOUltom$! and which we published in p&rt 

., 

1n the 'l:md: Decornber is•ue of llews &-bl. tters;-)--Hern-n.· the way h e:<:prosses ,, ;) 
....--.c"'-----~J: __ ~t- this point: · t_. -.~'it....C41J~~~ 7ti.I._"'::Jjy 

'1(/J . J'. "For oapitel tho worker oes not coil~~~ dition 
Cth'M ~ '/. of prociuc tion,; but n~ by water or ail•, so much the 
:./"' · C , / better. And wh&t capi appropriates is not tho 

lS f(}t$1 l~>boW'er, but his labcur- and not directly, but. by 

-· 

means of rocchange. e· ......... 
These, then, on the ona hand, are historic a.·:: 

requisitiA• without which t!;!l.Jabcurer cannot •uio as 
free l.llbourer, as objective'les,W, purely subjective 
(capacity for labouring, con'ri'Onting the objective 
conCitions of pt•oduction as his non-property, as some-
one olso•s pt·opcrty. as t'Uluo exiating for itsolf, as 
cs.pital. O.u the other hand, 'rTe must now as~/wha.t conditions 
aro necessary i1' he is tb confront capitnl.'ll:z.,, "1 ~) 
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Fa,. from Aol.atic ;.fode of Produc~n bein1.1 so::tething that for<Nar 
and anon \oms··supposad_ to oha~acterize· the 1eQt·, i·rarx used-it··nmerel.Y"--~---- --
descriptively, that is tn say, he described bl'lill-!ein as he used the 

·primitive aoc~~ulaoion of capital to describe the steps toward the birth·n~·····--'~~~ 
oapiW.ism as the diosolution of all other P!odes of production, i;;l«luding 
also that of primitivo communism. ~ Neither the latter nor the!Uriental ..... ·---"C,.:;;j 
was transfigured as "eternal". The best proof of that lies in the following 

. . -~· t>•o actual relation• of 1·!ill'X to the historic developments ~··his day:· - ..... - ...... _,,;,!;E 
f.itr(l) his enthusissm for the Chinese revolution (the To.iping revolt) r .. o.r w. hich.· .. 
~ please rood The American Jotu•nalism of Harx &: En el'!,;and (2) the ~~tars . · 

to Zas~l.ich as well as the Russian Intt·oduction 1882, the year before he diad) · 
/ l<here he projected the ?.uss\an R~volution as possibly coming in advanl.e of that 

v in ·,/estern Europe an<l, moreover, could be successful provided it unit..-1 with the 
EUropean Revolution. 
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