INTRODUSTION -

: Today. in the faoa of th- aonatant strubﬁlu S wan qw
full freedivm on bath sides of the Iron Gurtuin, there 1s a
veritablo aanspiraoy to fdentity Mhrxism, 2 thaory of libara-
tien, with its appolita, commupium, the thpory and praotioa
of cnlluvcmento This book alus to ru-ontablian Harminn in
145 nrigtnml form, which Ma:rx oal_od Ra thsroughgning na=
nuralzum, or Humanzun. * The faot iuat tha might of Eunsia
is uaed to cover up its barb;rlsu under tne nane of harxiau-
ijmakon it all the moro urgent to lst Marx. sneak for himuolr.—
o Mnrxinm 1: s thonry of 11beratian o 1t 13 nathing.
iﬁ;wiarnas Marx was uonuornod With tha fnaadom of hunnnity, aud
wum tha"’inoutablo m:uto or humm nre vhioh A the ahuaiuic

cd vith the mainupring o? aapitalism - payins tha

':E’vnrkar thn minimin and extractlng from hip the maxinun.- They

‘f‘dub thil ”tho Plan,” Nkn: ca11od it the lnu of valua snd sur-'w‘

nlun-vnlio, and prudictod that it unhindernd devalopment would
':';cau o the Gonoen trit tion of oapital "in the nand- of & iiﬁéi;

oapitnliat or s linglo aapitaliat corporation. Our epooh has

‘besn oharuutarizcd by "a strugsle for the minds of wen.” Unless

this strugglo beglas with a oonoept of totully nsw relations

of man to labor and man to man, 1t-1s hollew,

Hitherto, the Awerican roots of Marxism have rensinsd
hidden, It in,_duwn al-hsugh not widely, that Marx alded the
North during tho Civil War 1n the United States, Lena Wellw
known is the faet that the paths of the Abolitionists and

Har? erossed at th§t tine, What 18 not known at al) 1s that
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u!!ﬂ.e.'.' the . 4 8f the Oivil War, and the subs ' ugghts -

) forx-"rtt'iéi eight=hour day, ‘Marx o mpletoly reérsanized the ;tmé;cl
tur‘a.bi‘ hﬂ.; Eraatﬁt theoretloal wark, GA::?I"TAL. This ia ‘hna.ljmd
here !‘I'or‘.“"t.hu ‘f'irut time, The new unlity of theory end pr‘actiéo,‘_ ‘
whioh chgro.otariznd. tha f;m-f.y yearn of Marx'es maturity (1843 -

) 1&8_5}, 13 the oommiling need of our own epooh as wnl:l.. This |

boak aovers the modern dachine age Irom its birth in the Indue-

' trh.l Ravolution to 1ts pmsont-day dewlopmant in Automaticn. -

_ Thuo'.undhg st.mnda of thcught are developed hers: _ S
_51) fha ewluti.en of Ensliuh nnlltioal auonomy,‘ Frcch revolut-ionary
- doatr:.nu and. aomn 1dea.llat (nageum;!_;--"u‘aphy, 1n rolat.tnn

;;--._.movomrt for abnolut.o freedom on the vther,

= 'Thae today-mu oft. Marxiam flnws from t.hinz uo philosopher
var .ns.d. "y grandar com.apt of huma.nity than a1a’ Mar'x, “and yet
. nc philasophlc cannaption Was sver raotad more deeply in tha
ﬂrat nucesa!.ty of human noolety == labor and preduction,
The prnblqmu Marx posed theoretically 100 yeara ago are
" battled sut today as nonnpete matters in_the fu.ntu;_-y_ and in

sgaidty a8 a whole: Oan human power malize freodom out of
oapitalilt. doapotism? Or, as we waild:phirase it taday: Will




civillzatlcn survive the H—bnmb? The answer is n:% in trdqr
noadlinna, 1t 18 n predunticu. HARXIE H AND FREEDOM beging, tharn-
forw, ggg w;th Karx but with the industirial ravalutian whioh'
undermlned the old feudal srder and at the same time areated % ;

B ca.pltallnt anﬂ tho ruvtory worxar.

' Untill the dovulopment of the totslitarian atate the philono-
'phin roundation of Harxiam was unot fully understved, Only todny‘,;“
'?15 1% poanibln £ 1] onmprchond that ﬂarx 8 reJaot*n n or thn o
O3 muninu of nis day uau not n nineteanth oantnny humnniturinn

hin anientifie oaonouio thawr&ol. Fur fram being a p

beoauao he ¥an & prnphst but. benauga ov hia diulactloa‘ methad
of traolng +hrnugh 4o the end all trends of soolel delvelopment, -
"It 18 1mpossible 1] underatand Marx's mejor theoratiaal work if
one begina by thinking that the partloeular methad, Hogeliaﬁ T
lectics, is an absurdity. The absurdity would be 1f the method’
wera the proofs The proof can ohky be 1In prantlce, in the aoctual
development of soolety itself,




i
Tiow aﬁpulie for HFE ing this Book Afd TO0B LWO AUURabET

1) tho Amcrioan woﬁkora, npaoirlcally ths miners and auta workcrl

who wa - aming to grip: wlth 4he realitlcs or Automation, :

'1;50h1953, by moving the question of produativity from one

dealsng with the fruits of labor--wagns--to gae dealtng with

th. ﬁlﬂl&tiens st laber and the need for a totally new way of

11fe: and 2) the Eust aaraan uarkurn ‘wha, in thely Revolt

bf Juno 17, 1953. ohallonscd their puppet regime and thus

uignnlled the bqglnning ‘of the ond . of Ruaaian tntalitarianlnm.

gnneratianl ahead to the affirmative answer“uth' tha 1o53
Ravoltn. The road ﬁf a naw uociety vas again 11lluminad by
the nungartaa Revplution of 1958,

* No tnaorotiniun, today move than sver bofore, can .
write out of hie own head, Theory requires a constant

shaping and roahuping of ldesas on the basle or.what the

- workers themcelvea are doing and thinking. The ressarch

for thia'bobk, for exampla, on the transformation of

Rusela from & workera' state into Lts’ opposite, & state
capitaiist moniety, hegan at the sutbreak of World War II,
Bohelars, some who dia, and ~Bome whs 4id not, agree with

my oonolusions, took part. In its beginning, thia work

was a Marxist analysis of state ocnpitalism. But it aia 11831




1

5

not, tl"kb ‘uu pruont form af m_pw'rwj A FREEDCH until
-:j the naw n..a.ge oz’.‘ pmdur.%:.on and of IVolis was reachad in,
1950'-53. “Bnuauca we live 1n 8N sge of a.banlutea--nn the -
thre‘nh’uld n!f a.bsolute rmedom out af the atmggle a.e;ainst
abnluta tyranny--t.ha nompallin,, need ror A new un.‘l.ty
theery ana praqtioa ‘dlntuter o ney msthnd of wr-iting.
1eazt, 1t dietatod the methsd by whieh thin book .wan written,

A tc\.r wag.. undort.aken %o pmaent orally t.he ideas of
| ﬂm bo{:k t: grr.upn of auto workora, miners staelwnrlrera a.nﬂ

ntuaants. In the.‘!.r mm m.rda and out of t.he:lr wn .uven

thny cantr:.butaé. & ,__a_! undoratmding. A Welt Virginia ‘
. 1’9 o:mmplo modant. s.bout his mm un erstanding of :

"'f”I 've 1iutenad to you diuaumning hhat rallow Mhrx, ho o
: uid.', "I aan't word 1t Like him but T know oxaotl;r wmt he
msins, I lay there- thie uorning about o quarter cr six. o
<Lockes I said %o mynolf ﬁ'!&u Just got to.-w”

. got ui: there and go down, whether you Peal lika 1t or not.!

I didn t evan spesk 1t t.o ay wire, I J}:at sald to myselr,

‘Now you call thet 2 frec mang'" ‘

.trtor theae disoussiens, the Tirat draft of the bnok
was wrlttan. The menusoript, WaB then suhmitted o nams ot

these groups for atuay and, over a 'nariud oF’ thrag mant.ha,
‘thalr dincuan,.nna wers taped, Agr':.n, tho authnr- atudiad the..
aiscussions carerully, revised the rirsf draft, and undersook

& socond tour fop extenslive pﬁrzonal diuouuainnu acre of whioh
are ropr'oduoed in the text, Only after thege oxt.enalve disoyge

slong was the b2ok in ns present rorm finally written,
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