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The Political Somersauit in Egypt

By M. N. Roy.

“The correspondent of the London “Times” wrofe on De-
cember 3. from Cairo reporting the resignation of Sarwat Pasha
and the comsent of the pro-Zaghlulist Nessim Pasha to form a
new cabinet. Zaghlul himself is reported to have wited from
Gnbraltar, protesting loyalty to the King, whose au(h:%(t7 as the
sovereign he had before refused to recognize. Tf s very
strange; .and the changes are all too bewildeting. But{a refros-
pective glance at history proves that this political “somersault
of coufgeois nationalism was to be expected. .

It is evident that the government, controlled by the Sarwal-
A clique, is overthrown by a new conbination of forces, namely
an unexpecied alliance between the Palace and the Waft-el-Mosri
(/aglulist Deputation). The event that immediately preceded the
resignation 0? the Sarwat Cabinet was a manifesto issued by
the Waft. This manifesto, which was exceptionally hostile to the
government, was launched 1mmediately after the acting presid:-nt
oi the Waft had had a long and mysterioys interview with the
king. What is the moral of this apparently strange combination?
Ih: none too comfortable experience of the last twenty months
has convinced the Imperialist of the necessity of striking ‘his roots
deeper into the orgai.ism of the native sociely, It has been found
that the thin strata of feudal lords and upper bourgeoisie, re-
presenfed b}r those Pashas, who signed the agreement of “In-
dependence”, is not a strong enough support for the continuance
oF British domination. The concessions made to this class fajled
10 ->concile the rich agrarians and bourgeoisie represented by
the Zaghlulist Waft, not to mention the rebellous lower middle
and small peasantr, operating through the militant ranks of the
Khiz -el-Watani (Nationalist Party). The myeterious interview
m he palace was evidently held for the purpos~ of intimating to
the Centrist Zaghlulist Waft that embarrassed Imperialism, was
now i the market bidding for its support. What is amazing was thie
quicknegs with whicl the bargain was struck. King Fuad has
Eroved himself to be a clever bargain maker. But there have
->n other reasons ol deeper social significance which led up to
the successful conclugion of this bargain.- -
The social composition of the hiulist Party proves that

the present compromise was logically to be expec’=d of it. Zaghlul

Pasha, who had taken part'in the Na tebellion led by
Colonel Arabi in. 1882, was one of the leaders of the KAizb-ol-Uma
(Peoples’ Party) organized in 1006. This first political party of
Egypf was mainly composed of big landowners, high officials and
the infelligentzia, Mt also included in-

its’fanke & considerable:

number of the upper middle class, rich agrarians, merchants,
students and some sections of the clergy. The object pursued by
t1°s parfy was not a cvoluiion against British Li herialism, Lut
the sharing of the right ' exploitation and power with th: L ‘i2r.
The Khizb-el-Uma, at least its leading clements, was very
closely connected with Khedive Abbaz II, who explc i Jd its -
British agitation in order to strengthen his positic the o' sc
lute ruler of the country. His policy was secretly to help and
encourage the landowning And official elements, ! ut to persecute
the more democratic migd'c class leaders. [he compromising
policy of the Right Wing became (oo much for the i.iddle . -
democratic elements, when Zaghlul in 1907 became a Vizir (mi-
nister) of the reactionary monarchy.

The social differenciation in the raiks of the nat,.ual sts
was then marked by a split in the Klizb-el-Uma. 1t was found
that the “people” wer: not a homogeneous whole with i'ent: al
inferests. The middle cli “s found ifs interests incomratible * 1
those of the landlords and upper bourgeoisie, and repudiated e
latter's leadership. The radical Left Wing of the Peonle's P~y
broke away and formed the Khizb-el-Watani (the Nationalist
Party), with a program of revolutionary struggle against e
British occupation. Although he could not remain in office for
long in the midst of rank feudal reaction, Zaghlul did not, kow-
ever, sever his political connection with the bankrust Khizo-el-
Uma, because his social#ffiliation did not permit him to endorse
the petty bourgeois Extremism of the new party. He waited for
the chance of playing a Centrist role In snite r" thoa “-ayy * ad
of repression that came down upon it from the very be-nning,
theK hizb-el-Watani carried on a strong anti-British propaganda
both at home and abroad, but only o be preved impotent -in
actual revolutionary stru-gle, as is always the case with pe
bour~~ois nationa! m, which is prone to pronounce ‘ormidab
phrases, but ever incapable of pultinf; them into action. Therefore
when, on the morrow of the Imperialist War, a spontaneous mass
revolt broke out all over the country, the talkative petty beire

eois extremists were found entirely lacking in political
dership. . 3

The moment came for Zaghlul to appear on the field. He

wanted to utilize the ac. ‘e revolutionary situafion in order f{o

- impose upon England the danm e c:lhtg-' :; progrcssi:je.
' landlords; agrarians and u isie, whith’hé represent
:uicge duu‘s demanded. n?c':tmm could satisfv the ruc‘iona:l
i; feudats, in: Jengue’ with the corrupt rulh‘ dynasty, " The Waft
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Mosri headed by Zaghlul, was forméd in order fo bargain with at with Lord Milner, the Waft had practically committed itsel
British Imperialism over 1. . “4n ndence ” of E%pt In to revolution, because a fgreater measure of scli-governmen
order to secure the backing of the lious people, the Waft had  could not be conquered w thout a violent struggle, and such a
3;_: take up such dcrﬂ;l:n%s as would rcﬂh.l?t their 1 cfuﬁo‘t:., J lli struggle could not be carried on unless the social basis of t
hus, we found the Watanists putting forward such radical movement was shifte ' to the working and peasant masses. But g 3 Aelde )
slog s as * Abolition ol the Prolecoraie s Removst ol aghlalis pary. W faich the movement at fhn ciical petioq S o toiry Uty © 1 Shvakie 2 o o s ' dibicas possesecn ilh he & b
’ - ’ . 1 it (o . ’ do-d- - . N
etc. But the fact that the agreement subsequently arrived at and the leag:rs‘ip I -ssed to tﬁe"pf:v:ﬂ?l:r;o';,'}ﬁ;g?}. atani, g“di".“ of the Metal Workers’ Associated Union and minority bitiron g ‘;‘ulefmfn‘gm!;e' rgl'e':)fwan ?3:.‘.1'3.':337:33?’. “f';llttl\lxrteh?n;u!-
between the Zaghlulist W_'t and Lord Milner differed essentially which talked in violent terms, but could only take very feeble of the reformist Metal Workers’ union); Yug -lavia 1 (Metal pational, that is, of a fenuine revolutionary international metal

Federation and the Federl_tioh of Aviation Workers Cartwrighits, of the class war over the-whole world, and will make it ifs en e
and Smiths); ltaly 2 (.tnority of the Mefal Workers’ Fede- avour to render every oonflict between metal workers and eapital
ratiod); Australia 1 (section of the Amalgamated Engineeging the common cause of all the m-' * workers of all coufitri~e

Union): Belgium 1 (minority of the Metal Workers’ Union; We ro :at: The international centre of the revolutionary

A very little from the * Independence” accepted by the Adly-  steps towards organizing a revolutionary mass struggl e Workers’ Union); Bulgaria 1 (Metal Workers’ Union); Japan 1 workers organization, ilready developing within th Id Be
3 Si-wart combination, proves that the Waft-el 'losri was not  Watanists couldgdo wa% to declare a {yol;‘c:tst sozu %ﬁ,hA;L(‘,'_., (Metal - Workers’ Union Tokio); Finland 2 (Metal Workers’ lntema(ionfl. J CEvEpIE W e ¥ K€
serious in p;mmg forward these slogans. It was done simply to grnddbnlnjcs, and to make some half-hearted attempts at organizin gmq!l.)l: g:h“t’]"i‘wzr‘&M:,“.‘U:{:r;‘mL‘PF“’“‘);(5“:';‘ V"% ‘(“Ar"l . Computed in years the Berne International is not old. But
secure ular su~-ort rade Unions. The deportati imi : < T n); via a ! it wa ed i id i ili i
e Ceportation of Zaghlul eliminated the socia Theré were flius represented, at he oonferehice: T in- it was condemned at birth to ideological senility and impotence.

v
he ...lish government however, was so terrified by the class represented by him from the political arena, and the re U"ioh‘);m

r’evclutiomry mass upheaval, that it failed to see {h- artific2l tie  actionary feudal and corrupt bureaucratic elements appeared on depes organizations with a _membership of “about 550,000, B T

that bound the popular movement with Zaghlulist leadership; the scene, to become the prop of Imperialism. i word and - revolutionary minorities comprising, at the most modest

cor ~2quently, it took some steps which stregghthered that .Pe. the Kingdom of Huvmprcgnquer by T{."e Z(a)éh‘ll:,l?:?: rw., ™ cc-  ‘ation, about 600,000 organized mie al workers. The Eiéht Hour Day in France e
The Delegation was refused permus.ion to proceed {o “ngland.  herited by their politicals opponants. Hence the ition of . At the conference the "mdamental questions of the further By Georges Levy (France). ¥4
This stuprdity of Imperialism made of Zzghlul, who only wanted the former to the ‘ independance” a ed by the Adly-Sarwat struggle, and of the agitative and orgnnizatoa work of the revo- In France, as in all countries at present, the fight against

# fo negotiate @ modus vivendi, a popular %nro ‘The mandate of combination. It was not the revolutionary question of national jutionary metal workers were discussed. e theses accepted the eight hour day continues. Capitalism has just come off vic-

: the nation was imme ‘iate'v given fo the Zaghlulist I 'egation, in liberation, but the coaflict of class interests that underlay this show the conference fo have completely rejected the idea of a torious in the merchant marine and on the railways. In the mer-

the form of a declaraition. The subjective blunder of Imperia- opposition. It is a struggle for power. The real question is fll cplit in the metal workers’ umion, an ‘ of the formation of an  chant marine, the law of August 2, 1919, which came o effect on
lism, coupled with the objective situation, forced Za hul and his which section of the propertied upper class shall reap the fruits independent international. The .conference ook due note of the  February 24, 1920, decreed that the hours of labor of employees of

25

: colleagues to head a rcvolutionary movemen.. Tliy w -e arrested of the compromise with Imperialism,—the feudal bureaucrats or obvious aggressiveness of the Amsterdamers againsi the revo-  both sexes and all ages, warking on a ship, including of course,
B and fo Maltr. This was simply fanning the fre. The the capitalisls and agrarians? There is a third factor®inter. jutiomary workers, of their reactionary course durin ; the ever-  general employees, should not . exceed either eight hours a day
' discontcat of the masses brc! > out into open rev t which spread  vening in this stru 7le for power. It is Imperialism, which has in-reasing attack of the capitalists of all countries against the forty eight hours a week, or any equivalent limitation establis
4 all through the Nile Vajl.y. But the Zaghlulist Waft, which was  found in bourgeois nationalism a more erful ally. Aa vanguard of the international proletariat the metal workers, and  over a period of time other than a week. (Law ot April 23, 1919,
y brought mio the limelight by a queer combination of forces and alliai.ce was concluded behind the closed doors of the Palice, at same time confirmed ‘the correctness of the unmited front over the eight hour day. Art. I.) 1t was an eight hour day for
i became the formal leader of the Nationalist movement in those and led to the resignation, more correctly dismissal, of the Sarwat {actics and of the conflict against the scifmatic tendencies of all ship workers.. By the new. decree of september 4, 1919, the
e tful days, did not by anv means constitute the dynamics of Cabinet. - ) the Amsterdamers. This resolution was passed unanimously by  twelve hour day and.{he substitution of two shifts for three shifts
; revolt. The peisan{ uprising was the cru of the situation, The latest political events in Egypt signiiy the collapse of all delegates. Omly the delegate of the French Unitarian_Metal  became legal for all cmployees except those at work on machines.
an' the leadershin of this agrari- revolt was in the hands of the opmﬂunm centrism. They prove how history has deprived the Workers’ Union — .« syndicalist, and in addit'on to. this. just It is the retwrn.of.the law of 1907. The seamen have attempted to
Left Wing of the Khizb-el-Watani which, as a party how- colonial bourgeoisi. of a consistént revolutionary role. In ‘fac, freshly ‘impressed by cqnflict at Le Havre and by the resist by a strike, but in spite of their orgamization and their un-

trea of the reformists, who laid the blame for the victims  broken unity, they have been defeated. e question has come
¢ Le-Havte on the revolutionists, and not on the bourgeoisie- before the chamber of deputies, the government has obtained its
demanded the immediate formation of a revolutionary metal majority, and the eight hour law has been abolished in the mer-
workers’ international. The unamimous persuasions of the whole  chant marine.

conference were however successful in inducing the French dele- The eight-hour-day law was mtroduced on the ratways in
gate ta join the majority. The conference, although expressing 919 by common consent, by so-called agreements entered in'o

ever, was swallowe. up by the Waft. This revolutionary its. unwillingness to head a revolutionary strugele cn ‘i

g factor in the nationalist movement, which subsequently from London in Seotember, 1920, mtfkgd the‘:xhlmtio: ‘:fh::
S forced Zaghlul to break up his negotiations in London, little revolutionary significance that the Zaghlulist partv. pos.
3 was composed of de-classed intellectuals, (students) the economi- sessed. It was not lono before the revolutionary social forces
cally bankrupt lower .aiddle class; the pauperized peasantry, and repudiated its leadershin. A general sirike of the railway
above all, (he city workers. workers, called on fthe occasion of the second deportation of

During the revolutionary struggle of 1919-1920, a social Zaghlul Pasha in December, 1920, was not responded to by the opposition. to a split, ani to th= formation of an independ..it by {he representatives of the railways and the unions. These agree-
re-grouping took place in the nationalist ranks; the Right Wing workers. This was the first sign of the breach between bour. international, asized in its resolutions that the time is come  mentq were signed by an underdirector of the P.L.M. ﬁParis-l_yon-
. of the F 7b-¢1.W atani joined the Centrist Waft, whose program 8018 nationalism and the forces of mass revolution, which alone for fhe wtmost endeavour towards gathering fogether the revo-  Margeille) Company, by the secretary of the National Federation
Ee was to force the British government to compromise under the 3¢ capable and destined to win the independence of Egv-t lutionary elements among the metal workers of all countries. of Railroad Workers and a representative of the Minister of
pressure of mass revol, while the Left Wing understood the Thavdofe, tgonrgeon nationalism eventually landed in the lap The process of accumulating class-conscious revolutionary  Public Works. These agreements had the force of law. They
i necessity of coming closer to the toiling masses, in order to carry of Imperialism, after a' spectacular carcer of a few eventful forces mow developing in the revolutionary metal workers’ unions, established the eight hour day for the great majority of railroad
£ out its program ol complete destruction of British Imperialism. months, during which it was caught in the whirlwind of a spon- andoutside of these, must be expressed in the union of all revo-  workers. There were, it is true, certain specified exceptions where
bt - ;;t wa; the revolutionary action olf the latter that forced The “"'“'.l' :q:h"““k- lutionary elements on the basis of a uniform program -of action. :Jhe h‘u‘r:lve hour day and evgn the 'Emrxlnfjen hourf (éay waie pemn::)egz,
& ritish government to release Zaghlul and his Delegation and let n a rather jar way, E is enjoying all the a- The resolutions of the conference require that the activit ut t were exceptions. But with the decree of September 14, IZ
9 them proceed to London. It was not long before Imperialism fions of a bourgeois revolu&on.gypmdalis]my a%d mdiﬁry of the. :"eevolutiom metal workers’ groe\? is not to consisyt mOdif)'lyng these ﬂgl'e:wﬂzlemﬁé """(‘r?:geh]‘ :::rf (;i:yy (hc“r’ﬂf '[h}t by
ve an 1 T .

i i- i olitical  ception and the ten,
entirely of anti rmist propaganda under general p lowance for overtime and seasonal labor, the

be as much as sixteen or seventeen hours. This

recognized its mistake, and started on the astute policy of ex- bureaucracy -are deféated; imperial oitation will be ied
mtmg the conflict of class interests within the national ranks. ©f in the future through the mediam :{me native m“flwh?:-r%‘c

3 C ! 3 'ogans. Various concrete'and essential demands of the present- 2 ding to this al
re was very little in common between the landlords, rich  basis of imperial rule is widened, but the revolutionary conscious- dey o 3

day labor movement must be taken up and fought for. As a first Wworking day may

agrarians and upper bourgeoisie, ted by the Waft, and ness of the anti-imperialist hosts will also be quickened. : i ial workers: must attain the abolition of is actually an aggravation of conditions which prevailed in_the
_ the reorganized and rejuvenated K 'zb-el-WataLl, whose social grows the siruggle, and the day is drawing ?luurer whenn;:: ::l:kc‘n"rﬂni;or:::hgr aurglmm :)‘rglnization. and the transition to the rail-roads before the introduction of the eight ﬁour day. The
- foundation had been shifted onto the petty traders, pauperized erk of Egypt will be free, in spite of the fact that British most .advanced form of union organization, to the principle of syndicalist federations of railroad workers have protested, all
e intellectuals, exploited artisffis, peasantry and the prole- Imperiafism, embodied in King Fuad, has secured the loyalty of industrial unjons. A characteristic comparison may be made UIONS, from the Christian Federation to the railroad unions of
30 tariat. Lord Milner recommen that the first should be bought Zaghlul Pasha. Tt will si help the revolutionary forces to between this conference resolution and that submitted o the metal the C.G.T.U. have entered their protests. But the lack of unity
; off with some concessions. lose another illusion. workers’ international, by its general secretary Konrad Ik, on in the trade unions and their weakened condition since the
But this was not fo be. The revolutionary movement was the question of organization. According to his ppint strikes of May 1920 permit n(lq stronge; :esLstanqc._ ghencf]ueslum
: still very .:erghand Zafhlul did I:::f dare accept the conditions - of Viewl{ the’ qué!ﬂlm Oi:ﬂ’m of orga‘ftliza’ilbnd:?t‘: h:dd.ﬂe?gm.ed l:vaos v_‘?ﬁsmegu;’;o‘;& It)::r;n::;:;'nyuof‘(;e :?::?il:narl b!ocp‘Thiw
=, without risking his popularity, which it w X he International mere. means of comrade-like advice (Swiss " K p : :
E The present dzomeruuh of t Zaghhl:liﬂ“ a?t bc;‘e;rlzot%ed(: s -n[E IABOR MOVEPENT - l,ze:,] :oﬂ(g:y pgﬁédicg( :{Y Nov. 25, 1022). This comrade-like ~means, the abolition of the eight-hour day on the railroads.
A llnoyzge:;’a v;henditt‘ is kn;nvn that the agreement reached in Au: ust advice, which revresents in its essence nothif;tghmore r:olrx less thsaer(; oo hlnthbo:h of 1helse ga?e? the 20V°£“5“‘?":' d*(‘).“:g":(: g‘” ﬁ?"::
' I iffered from the present * independence ” an lack of desire apd capability competent to t, must be o abolish the law openly, but has succeeded 1n COIIE -
hilul P:ylhl would not hl'le':t:ieded ﬂlesep::momisin: :;f The lnlemaﬂonal Conference of by the clear dﬂ?l(:nd‘:f thcy'mmionary mgtal workers: m in- ducing in the application of the law tl}:: distinction {x'twcen
g ditions had be not been forced to do so under the ure of Revolutionary Metal Workers dustry, one union. S o “ Actual labor ” and * e spent al work ". The latter term does
ffie revolutionary mass movement at home. The ljt Wing of Finally, an indispensable factor is the fight for the shop not exist in the eight hour‘!aw of April ?il 1919, ll':ml{d benean
o the Khizb-el-Watani was quick in understanding what would be By W. Waxow (Moscow). stewards, and the enhancement of the significance of the shop In para raph 4, article 8: Pergr(\jz_mcnl al (;(wa';fef, s ou‘ mggf
B - the result of such a hall-way measure: it would satisfy the Our second conference was held in Moscow from De- stewards as important organs of the labor movement. The mitied Jor preparatory or subsi "giyl.w‘."r f‘" ic 5 "'“':,0 r’l: of the =
demand: of the h"i; bourgeoisie, rich agrarians and higher of- cember 4. till 7. Strictly speaking, it was the first conference, German conditions, for instance, imperatively demand that the rily be executed outside the gssng? imi o' %ve:r kr:n SR e
figials represented by the Zaghlulist Wat, but the con ition of for last year we had only a consultation of the metal workers revolutionary metal workers take part in the shop steward move- establishment, or for “m-"‘" f?, egﬂ”»cs a‘;, abuse of this para-
tho-e classes represented by the revolutionary nationalists of the delegates of the Comintern and the R.LL.U. ment, while French and English conditions demand that initiative “’Ofkhls he,sglﬂl":"‘y r::i'ﬁ':("“t‘h:“mmiqler"")f public works {0 ab%lish
Khizb-el-Watani, would not be improved in any way. Therefore, 46 delegates, representing 18 countries, took part in the be taken for introducing shop stewards councils as institutions ﬁ;’:l’dg‘;' lfnour flape ot e raﬂwayé. Now the strugigle is espe-

the Watanists carried on their agitation among the peasant conference; 38 of these delega bei fficial representatves fully capable of offering resistance. It is a matter fo course that ; ; : : i y
masses, and compelled Zaghlul to break up the dl%lomatic nego- of the revolutionary minorei't?g t:::-'mct‘n“lgw?;rkeras’ ;nims,'::ldv:) in fyllﬁ y conflicts "‘gainlt the attacks of capital, in v ich the cially directed against the e,‘,g}}l.;_:o a"l',.,‘i“ lgeg‘f ;:'lla"c!:g' be(f):ree ]:35:! .
tiation and return home. The policy of-the Zaghlulist party the central organs of metal workers’ unions®affitiuted with the fight is for the defence of the rate of wages-and of the eight hour {?"’W"' ',‘" Ms e tmdwim’imo Bt faw of Juse 24, 1N
during the risings of 1919-1920 also reveals how far from re- - R.LL.U. had iding votes; 8 delegates, not possessing special day, the followers of the R.1 . among the metal workers must iament. rtd_conc‘ehl;n :1 :tioz of labor in the mines, of allowancec’ ;
volution was its objects. On many an occasion, it restrained the . authority, were admitted with advisory votes ' fight in the first ranks. These are;the lines indicated by the in- 1919, regare it fo the establishing of a nine hous day
rebellious masges from active armed struggle, on the ground delegates belonged to the following countries andfill ternajional conference. ' » L B W e S 5
that it was harmful to the nationalist cause. it shows that the organizations: United States of ‘America 2 tes (1 from The conference formed an international fraction centre; the miners. ‘ ) ial organizations
bourgeoisie was very anxious fo see that the movement did not the minority of the Engineprs’ AsSociation, 1 from the jon of without in the least presuming to a the name or role of a The industrial and genera comm{m 1 verg time work
gﬁi‘n’is'" as '?b':“"e negotiation and compromise with Im- ~Uniled Metal Workers—of America); Camada 1 (local ‘ution) Ilehl,;'m’keﬁ’.ngl tional, and ‘with ':ﬁ ‘dl:%mn 1-:'} -:et::!z :ohlch‘nlmdy“mh: ct:leme; l:t' h&m; :;Prrgy‘;dleﬂ“;d; Jpypeedovbore
' m impoest England 5 (minority of 1 1 ineeri ) an: of tional prolefariafi soli .- This dentre do not doubt that, on ! ;
B e et ) i o ek et | ot GRS SRR BRI R R
rned to Egy y rejecting reemeént afriv the section of the Union); F ' . B ; ints ween {he | ionary metal. T8 O, ERCER V' ' ‘
agreemént afr ! n nion); France 4 (Unitarian Metal Work: s m ¥ g e rexs Wmm iohs:

RS J




® International Press Correspondence

. Nei 3

i

4 Lo

Infernational Press Correspondence @

The Capitalist Offensive and- the
Working Class in Belgium

By J. Jarquemotte (Brusseis).

In Belgium, as in all other capitalist countries, the bour-
geoisie 18 striving to restor€ fhe economic equilibrium of its
system by destroying the ambigwous peace pact between capital
and labor, and by u%ung up an open otfensive against wages, the
éight hour day, the right to strike and the right of combina-
tion of the workers. o

As early as 1921 capitalism began to utilize the beginning
economic crisis for opening the fight, this crisis throwmg many
thousands of workers out o} work in all the factories and work-
shops throughout the industrial centres. )

In May 1921 the number of officially registered un-
employed amounted to 204,119. Of these 91,582 were completely
unemployed, the remamning 112,537 being on short time. This is
329 rer cent of all the workers participating in the unemployed
insurance scheme. A comparison with other countries shows that
in Belgium, unemployment is greater than anywhere eise. Un-
employment amounted in:

Belgium in May 192¢ . . . . .

United States in December 1920 .

Sweden in November 1921 . . .

Denmark in December 1921 .

Norway in June 1921 . . .

Great ﬁritain in June 1921 .

Holland in. January 1921 .

Canada in March 1921 . .

Australia in ‘!Amury 921 . . . .

Germany in February 1921 . . . .
Against wages and fhe eight hour day.

This economic crisis, unheard of in the annals of capita-
lism, was regarded by the Belgian capitalists as an exceedingly
favorable opportunity for a concentrated attack upon wages and
the eicht hour day. This offensive was rendered particularly
dangerous for the workers by reason that the reformist trade
union leaders recognized the principle of reduction of wages.

Although wages in large industry were regulated on the
basis of the index figures as to cost of living, the employers now
refused to keep fo the engagements they had entered into, and
reduced wages quite arbilrarily, giving as a reason that this
would bring about a general reduction in the cost of living!

But capital had still further aims in view, besides the mere
reduction of wages. A special attack was prepared on the eight
hou. day. Capital was well aware that, to a certain extent,
the best way to suppress the resistance of the workers to longer
workino hours is to reduce the hourly wage. But to-day the
attack on the eight hour day is being openly attempted. First a
preparatory campaign has raged through the bourgeois press,
and-now the bourgeoisie openly demands irom parliament that the
law regulating working hours-shall be suspended for five years.
A bill having this object has just been introduced into the cham-
ber, though without the signatures of the clerical and liberal de-

ties. In an award regarding an extension of the law—provided
in the law itself—to various categories of the proletariat excluded
from its effects, the bourgeoisie represented in the supreme In-
dustrial and Commercial ncil makes the following declaration,
amongst others: )

“Once and for all an end must be put to the chimeras pur-
sued by our trade union leaders and politicians, who prefer mere
phrases to useful productive work.”

One can clearly see from this what kind of treatment the
Belgian capitalists accord to their allies of yesterday and to-day
the reformist trade union leaders.

The following conclusion
Clearly:

“The war has not only swallowed up the tremendous and
incalculable masses of capital accumulated by former generations
but at fhe same time the equally tremendous masses of capita
which the coming generation has still got to work for, and which
the war has bequeathed in the form of debt. is. burden on
future work is imposed by means of raising lodns, and by the
issue of ;?igantic amounts of paper money. As the tremendous
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rcvex their aims even more

burd interest weighing upon capital effectually prevents its
Tevis uropean civilization will collapse into chaos, and. will
irrevocably bury beneath its ruins workers and employers alike.”

The real import of this utterance is that the workers are to
pay the whole cost of the imperialist war by an enslavement of
daily increasing acufeness.

The first signs of awakening.

After a cerfain period of steadiness, the cost of living now
continues fo rise, a fact which has been felt with particular acute-
mess since the month of October 1922,

- almost all over theé Euro

For this reason we are ing at the present time an
unmistakeable revival of the zhﬁagu.nfirit among the

tarian masses, who are pressing torward to the offensive m
every part of the country. In the mining indusiry, the 8 per cent
wages reduction forced the workers, in ﬁy 1922, by the
mutual action of the employers and the social-democratic trade
union leaders, has been withdrawn. The miners have been draw-
ing their original wages again since the 15th ot October. But
the communist miners, who commitied the frightful crime of
signing a proclamation issued by the Communist Party, in which
the miners were ‘called upon to demand the withdrawal of the
forced reduction of wages, have been threatened with expulsion
from the trade union by the reformist leaders.

In the meanwhile, the further increase in the cost of living
as established in November, has again swallowed up the effects o
the recovery of the 8 per cent w reduction. In the metal in-
dustry the majority of the metal workers had also itted
a 10 per cent reduction of wages to be imposed upon them, this
reduction being carried out in two instalments, on May 1. and
June 1. At the present time however, are demanding the
restoration of their former rates of wages, but are being resisted
by the oyers. These latter indeed proclaim their intention of
entirely disregarding the index figures when fixing wages in the
future, and of paying a social wage in accordance with the size
of the families. is no whatever that there will be
great conflicts in the metal industry in the near future,. A mill
workers’ strike took place recently, involving 10 mills and 1000
workers out of the Tb-ednvenmlkem in um

ying 25,000 workers. uqiitgm succeeded, however, in
sufficient black-legs. Technicians and clerks sprang-to
of the capifalists, and -the sirike was lost. = | )
The case of the teachers in the Brussels municipai schools
is one of t interpt.d The salaries of the :d:lnh:‘enuﬁ are
regulated a schente of payment applied to the w country.
The teachers of the Greater ‘:nehmd demandéd, however,
from the municipal authorities, that they pay a suitable addition
to them, begmd the salary paid by the state. The adtorities of
the city of Brussels refused however tc cousider this request, in
view of the mnecessity of keeping down mu ex-
penses, but at the same time they to grant the abolition of
the head tax on and the roa levies, this aboli-
tion bein rough by the clerisl-liberal majority of the
municipal council, and entails a8 reduced revenue of 000
francs for the city. These two taxes had been combatted with the
utmost - ferpcity the industrial undertakings,: manufacturers,
and' house owners, . The taxes on jluminated advertisements were
also reduced by 40 per cent, again lessening the municipal reve-
nues by 80,000 francs. - '
pon this, the teachers carried out a one hour’s sirike in
a great number of schools on the 6th, 7th and 8th of December.
The workmen and employees of the city administration in Brus-
sels also demanded inmcreased wages, basing this demand on the
increased cost of living.

On the 11th of December the mumicipal council had to
decide onsertain disciplinary measures m the istracy.
During the consultation the whole of the municipal staff demon-
strated before town ball. The mayor ordered police and
gendarmerie to e?ot in order to maintain fhe law and order
which was threaténed by nobody, but no recourse to force occur-
red. The strikers were punishéd by being locked out for three
days, with loss of salaries during fhis time.

The dispute is however by no means ended by this. Mere
measures of ‘“authority” are absolutely powerless to banish
misery and want from the homes of téachers and of the
municipal employees.

entry of these proletarian strata, who have hitherto
held aloof from direct parficipation in the class war of the work-
ing class, into the arena of social struggle indicates a fresh stage
on the road fo the destruction of political equilibrium among the

ECONOMICS

The Rusﬁnn Rouble and the German
" Mark
By Sokolnikov (Moscow).

Gold currency has been replaced not only in Russia, but

every T o it Bt
~dicafi stage of falling rates of exchange. Even. the
ma issued gy the hanll:'ol England have maintained an
unaltered value of 0 per cent lower fhan ggld. ever since the war,
and have shown but slight upward and ward fluctuations.
The Dutch paper florin, although HoHafid remained neutral in
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the war, has also lost value by about the same ion as the
Engluh bank-note. French rate of excharge is much more
unfavorable: the paper franc sinks in value from year to year,
and .the attempts made by the French government to improve
France’s financial condition at the expense of German repara-
tions only lead to the further depreciation of the French
banknotes, following on the catast ic and feverish deprecia-
tion of German paper money. The depreciation of r cur-
rency is accompanied by im~ortant economic and political con
sequences all over Europe. In France the small peasaniry, which
had kept its uvinfs in paper money, fias lost more than haif
of these savings. In Germany and in England the depreciation
lays the heaviest burdens on workers . and intellectuals
In al these countries the uncertainty of monetary values
involves rapidly rising prices, rapacious greed for profits, and
complete umcertainfy of what the next day may bring; in short,
it involves the complete disintegration of all economic relation
and this is also expressed politically in the continual governmen
crises. This fin~ncial breakdown is namranhu;? the result of
the acute political and economic crisis into wh urope has been
plunged by the war.

But the depreciating mﬁ:r money of Eu
console itself for a time with the fact that its Eas neighbour,
the Russian paper rouble, was falling more rapidly still. Conscious
of their advantageous position, the countries trafficking in paper

currency ¢ to money as a
member of their family;

was able to

fhe Rudsian paper
ey -y refused it ‘;ll Bachow gement
wha erumonduzu preci as the Euroncan govern-
ments have refused to * ize”*:ﬁe Soviet governmafl as a
government. Now:the situa is beginning to
at which the German mark depreciates has not only exceeded
that of the paper money of the Austria stran led by the Versailles
dictators, but is now even more rapid than that of Soviet Ruasia’s
paper cu rcn7, which is now beginning to fake firm
ground a ong years of war, blockade, and famine. If
we' compare the price of the dollar (that is, of the ouly money in
the w ngossus‘in full value) in marks at the n ex-
change, and in rubL at the free Moscow exchange, since
ljlnuar{ 1922, we observe the following:

n Jamiary the dollar had a value of 192 marks in uUerlia,
435 roubles in Moscow (bank-notes of the year 1922). In July
the dollar cost 493 marks in Berlin, in Russia 411 rubles, so that
the mark had depreciated by two and a half times, the rouble by
nifie_and a half times; during the first: half year of 1922 fhe
rouble thus depreciated four times as rapidly as the mark. The
eccond half year however, shows quite anofher picture. At the
end of the first week in December, 8390 marks were paid in
Berlin for a dollar. (At the end of November the rate of ex-
g:ngi even exceeded 9000.) In Moscow (at the free exchange)
cember

: the rate

lar cost 2750 rubles at the end of the first week in

3 Tge mark, calculated at its rate of exchange to the c'ol-
far, had thus depreciated by 17 times its value between: July and
December, the ruble 6.7 times onl{. The mark is thus eciat-
ing 2% times as fast as the rouble.

This more rapid repreciation of the mark, of conrse corre-
sponds to the issue of paper money, which has increased pro-
portionately more in Germany than in Russia. If we take the
rate of bank-notes issued- in January 1922 at 100, the following
commiparison of issues is obtained: Russia Germany

y ’ . 00 100

“ e o« 4
In actual ﬁﬁu res the German issue was not great during
the first few months, but the supplemeniary issue in M‘Lm
12 milliards, in-June 18, in "Lull 23, in August 59, in Czptember
and in October 153 milliards (that is, about one half of the lota
amoutt of ru- money in circulation up till; October).

. » Natitrally, it is a source of but little to Soviet
Russia that the Germany monefary standards are worse off than
its own. But as the conditions ol valuta represent a peculiarly
concentrated expression of the general political and -economic situ-
ation of a country, the fact that Soviet Russia is now able (and
very willing) to give the first place to capitaiist Germany with
E’gn’d fo. rapid %giltiinm of rate of exchange is a sign that

inn

sterh Europe is
cal sia °§fm Central E¢ . The country of the greatest re-
eﬂﬁml}%wwoﬂd can confidently assert :{;’u( it is ng going to

s e ban , and éan recommen;
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to show greater ecotiomic and -
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| IN THE INTERNATIONAL
Proletarian Alliance
of France and Germany

Concerning the program of action of the French Communist

Party—the immediate work of uniting forces in both

countries against the international bourgeoisie and for the
Revolution.

By Henri Lauridan (Tourcoing).

In drafting a progr.m of actiou the delegates of the Left
have tried first of all to recall the militant communists to a sense
of their immediate responsibilities. This program is a landmark
in the history of the French movement. One point in that program
should attract the most lively attention and shouid determine the
party to rapid action. It is paragraph 7, which treats of the
soli ant{mo French and German w 8.

The tragic history of the workers in both countries is bound
together more closely than ever before. There is no misfortune
of the German workers which has not its reflection in the moral
and material life of the French, there is no neglect of the French
proletarint which has not its sad consequences on the other side
of the Rhine. The trail of conquest and of blood which follows
the imperialism of both countries has been the never-endi
Falg:ry (t,zd two e's made toi.uden&nd one anolher, desti

0 be umited. e Calvary continues today, terrible for the QGer.
man workers, dangerous for their brcthers in France.
. Itis the Treaty of Versailles, that criminal and anti-prole-
farian consecration of the infamous war, which saw the faiture
of the workers’ Internationals, the treason of the Socialist and
Syncicalist chiefs, the audnonintloﬂ of the workers by the trade
union burezucracy, which they had themselves created with their
struggles and their miseries.

The problem of reparations presses the Germanm
worker more heavily every day. Picture a arian tied to &
notched wheel, which tears his flesh shred shred every time
the capitalists of both countries get together and plan their routfe,
while pretending to devour one another in the rgeois press,
and you have a mﬂ idea of what the German proletariat suffers
and undergoes. French worker kuows nothing of this
situation, except through oratorical or journalistic formulas such
as “Germany will pay” or “Germany must pay”, the one
originated by Klotz, the other by Jouhaux. So they are blinded
these formulas while the allied bourgeoisie of both coumtries pro!
by the situation without scruple or shame.

It is the military occupation which del.ves the civilian
population bound hand and foot to the caprice and exploitation of
commercial merchants and industrial magnates. Tomorrow will
come the occupation of the Ruhr and the enslaving of the miners
in the Ruhr valley.

In short, it is the pitiless death of children, the degradation
of women, the enslaving of men, it is the same class, the workers,
which Ry: for the horrors of capitalism in cver‘y country.

French worker passes on, indifferenf. Not Ka( he is
antagonistic, nor that he retains any hatred whatever, from the
war. The war? . .. Those fifty-two months of mud, of cowardi
of crime? He retains nothing from the war, that worker, cxrg
a wish that it may never come again; but he has mnot ‘d
acquired the feeling of international solidarity, or the idea of his
class responsibility.

Yet that worker an innate
instinct of revolt which could soon rouse the

enerosity and am
rench proletariat
to a sense of its political mission and duty. 'But how sro. 5o . 'm?
Fix his attention at an important moment and guide his desire to
act when the time is opportune.

The material is in the worker’s reach and it is up to the
revolutionaries of both countries to realize this and to profit by it.
Then the union of militant Germans and French would no lonfc
be a fantastic m but an artidle of faith for each and a
supremely imromnt reality. s

This alliance should unite .the most unknown corners of
Germany and the most secluded corners of France. The least of
the Communist Federations and the rimental unions of the

United Syndicalists, the tinjest rcvoluhon|7 provincial o:grn: s
and f Paris, should resporid to fhe voice of {he German wo
A special commission of communists and syndicalists ‘should

spread their anda by word and by mouth, through ‘the
ranks. of the m lehyriﬂ.

This propaganda will disregard the stipid boundaries of ' |
frontiers. - It'w {

slip into Germany where the' Freénch militants
n comrades, where ' the jourhals' wilt . &
refich revolutionaries." - wE S5
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“broad indifferent niasses.
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f And so the militants will become acquainted. They will
i learn to know and to respect one another, to fight together as the
brothers i arms (hat they are. They will say m Germany “ The
“cause of the French workers' is ours”, and in France, “ What
o s the German workers, mncer?‘; us as well . Thus the
proletariat of both ¢ will follow the same ilea, con-
centrate their efforts in the same way, and prepare themselves
_for the same hour and the same goal.

FASCISM

The FascisiDanger inSouthGermany
By H. Tittel.
In South Germany, above all in Bavaria, and more recently

"fo an increased extent in Wurtemberg, the efforts being made by

the National Socialist Labor Party are most comspicuous. The
latest events in Wurtemberg, the bloody occurrences at meetings in
Stuftgart and Geislingen, and the shooting affairs at Goeppingen,
show how immediate is the danger of a nising Fascist movement.
For som v._cks the followers of the hooked cross (an anti-semitic
organization) have been holding a systematic campaign of
theetings in Wurtemberg. They are striving to gain ground Il
over the country. The nmational socialists carry on their propa-
nda with a ‘f?ood ot placards and leaflets.’ These facts show

t the movement is supporied by groups possessing capital.
The meeting campaign of the hooked cross followers is a
systematic offensive on the part of reaction. Reaction has learnt
many lessons from its defeats. It is aware that it can only be
viclorious when ils_endeavours meet with the sympathy of the
Its so-called rrognm shows that it
understands excellently how to adapt itself to the mentality of the
indifferent, and to the vacillating petty bourgeois strata of the
population. The national socialist movement is anti-Semitic, it is
a national Greater Germany movement. It has unfortunately
found a willing ear among the disappointed masses with its
demiagogic catchwords against jewish capitalists, against usury
rotiteeri Although the movement is militarily organized
ighly ct:%ralized, it denies having a party character. This
atfitude is adopted for the purpose ot gaining possession of all
those masses of workers who went over to the socialist parties
at th time of the November revolution, and have there been

“and

. disappoingted with them as wel! as with the trades unions, by
. the passivity of the bureaucracy

The adherents of the national socialists are recruited for

the most part from the middie classes. Tradespeople, students,

" teachers, and discharged soldiers, are the most active members.

" proved that the movement is financed b

Although it has been demonstrably

But workmen join as well. )
the great agrarians and

" great industrial capitalists, still it would be wrong to assume that

the organization 1s kept going merely by generous monetary
support. On the contrary, the movemenf is based on a very
strong idéalistic (although reactionary) view. Money alone would

" not suffice to build up a party possessing the strength of the

naiional socalist labor party. .
This party possesses a mulitary organization. It has, in a
cerfain sense, active and passive members. The active members
are organized in froops based on military formations. Each troop
has its particular number. These iroops are c sed | of
ordinary soldiers, corporals, sergeants, lieutenants, and majors.

. Ran" is marked on a red sleeve band decorated with hocked

nding to the military rank. There
se troops maintain close relations
The members -of

crosses, and with stars corres
are reasons to believe that ]
with the military formations of the regiments.

. the |ro_?¥; are bound by oath to support each other to the death.

U this the major shouted: “Will you not
Tml. ftp'ih:?

__rubber
- carried lega
_.in Goeppingen pas

spirit permeating these troops is best illustrated by
the bloody events in ingen. Here the Munich troo"%e(numl?er
247) was threatened a crowd of workmen. major
thereupon gave the command: load!”
fhreatening attitude of the crowd caused the troop to h“lt'l:;’e';
our oa

‘We keep our

“Weapons out,

1 to conscience called forth the 3 )
he shooting then began. The tr are ared with
, revolvers, and army pisto The arms are
. The Munich troop which catsed the blood-bath

pmeﬂ provided with licences permitting
Zrms {o be tarried, n‘er it had been separated from :.(he
crowd by superior numbers of police, it was allowed to

oath!”

retain the weapons, and was conducted out of en with the
© free escort ofpolnhe policc, and placed in a 1 carriage

attached to an ex train. ;

45" The following is characteristic for the convering of hooked-

ooy st
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Al the armed members of the National Socialist
Labor Party, from all over the country, are ordered fo appear
at every meeting, so that even in places where they have no
follqwers whatever the meeting is always comparatively large.

The octurrences in Wurtemberg show -that the government

of this province — the social democrat Wilhelm Keil is a mer
of this government — 18 working band in hand with the Bavarian
reactionary government. Even after the Rathenau murder no
rohibition was issued in Wurtemberg -against reactionary
ormations. It 18 true that NSLP. meetings have now been
prohibited. The national- secialists will hawever continue to
to hold meetings, and the passivity -of the government
will enable them to do so under some- other name.

The leading tactics of the national socialists are, above all,
to render themselves popular among fhe vacillating strata of the
middle class, and among the indifferent masses. We must not
close our eyes to the fact that their determined attitude will gain
for them a num ot followers rendering thém extremely
dangerous to {he working people. : 3

The workers of Wurtemberg have hitherto adopted an
almost indifferent attitude with regard to the national socialist
movement. The proposals made by the communisis iri the trade
unions towards organizing proletarian “self” defence received no
attention from the great masses. But the bloody ‘events in Stutt-
gart, Goeppingen, and Geislingen (in ‘Geislingen a social ‘demo-
cratic editor was severely wound Have been the means of
opening many eyes to the necessity of thesé propouls.

APDPEALS.

The E.C.C.L and the R.LL. U.
to the Workers of the World

ust recently two intérnational proletarian congresses, held
in Mosjcow, fmiohzd their work: orte, {he Congress of the Com-
munist Interidtional, and the other, the' Congress of the Red
Revolutionaryy Trade Unions, More “than sixty Commuhist
Parties from ‘all paris of the world and:rep tives of the
Revolutionary Trade Unions from béth spheres drew up a
plan of immediate otperaﬁnns against the ificreasingly arrogant
aggression of capital. TN Wone fdg {he ,

Workingmen and_women: You have felt the weight
the capitalist attack. There is Rardly a’country where.
employers’ organizations are not, with all theit mioht, oppressing
the worki &:l:u. The b 'y “;o ;m‘wg to ret}‘otu B
collapsing mdustry undermined by.the crim imperialis|
5 S D el e T S A
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o) Giriet & moutbme discontent on the ’p:hrt
e

fa

rotect ifself against an ) on
gi the proletariat. It seeks to do all this at fhe expense of fl
labor, of the health and weliare of the workifig class. With
ruthless cynicism the capitalist clage t.e working day,
cuts wages, imposes eyer-mcmsm:m__m, suppresses the
resistance of the workers by lock- eid.avours fo esta-
blish a state of war for the workers by mébilizing its armed
gangs of Fascisti, . i

Instead of domﬁ‘uug, with the huge expenditures u%on
armies and fleets, on the mamtenance of armed: s, of horhec
oS I o et PSS NE et
€enormous sums O A 8
tortured and ruined population of memrﬂ:yed invalids of war
and pedt®, I'l'ungrn children and proleta ll::(m the grr-
geoisie is feveris| l{ building new instrunien estru 13-,
and the menace of war once.again hgvers over the u‘r,o;od
Simultaneously the bourgeoisie is ‘sucking the last drop of bl
of the proletariat and is snatching the last crust of bread from
the children of the workers. " ) :

While in Soviet Russia, ruined by imperialism, hf:. io
becoming easier, in capitalist countries it is becoming more- diffi-

S o, e S e B

letarian po ' I‘

lu:;?en the wqﬁiﬂ;,dau mobilizes all its forees. »
yn.mwm;m.rqnqﬂ
form-a United Front fo secure an eight-hour day; to prevent {he

inpoolnghuviuburdmeofmﬁmmp;l. '
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jmvf guns, and néw: aeroplar
féady'to resist new ling deéstructive

Unless you form this United Front you will be beaten in
sections. For that reason our Congresses resolved to strive in
the first instance to brin~ about the wnity of the industrial move-
ment at all costs. The bourgeoisie, howewer, has very useful
assistanis — the Social Democrats and the Labor Leaders. Just
at the moment when it is netessary to unite »ll the forces of
labor, these gentiemen, who have so{d the proletariat to Stinnes,
unite in the Hague with the bourgeois gacifists and expel the
Commumists from the Trade Unions. ‘This is an infernal con-
spiracy 7 jainst the working class. Could the bourgeoisie them.
selves think of any better method than to disorganize the forces
of the workers just at the moiicnt when the canitalis's are Liurling
a savage attack against them?

comrades! = We call upon you all, irrespective of Party;
we cail upon all honest workers and all suffering working
women to rally to the defense of the unity of the Trade Unions.
Do unot permit the agents of capital to dy;srupt the unity of the
:or(l;mg class. Protect this unity with your firm froletarian

ands.

The Reformist Socialist Parties and the labor leaders are
acting on the direct instructions of the bourgeoisie, which is
endeavouring to beat the working class in sections. At the same
time, however, they are endeavouring to deceive the working
class b‘y cunning manoeuvres.

n Germany , the Social-Democrats are playing at being
in the ,,Opposition” while the head of the Party Ebert, is the
President of a Stinnes Republic. In Italy the Reformists are
pretending to ow the Fasciati when, as'a matter of fact they
are supporting them. 1In England the leaders of the Labor Part
defend the British Government which is crushing Ireland 'ili
blood and iron. As a matter of fact all the Reformists desire o
restore civil peace at the se of the working class. For
that purpose the{;.must split the Trade Unions. That is why
they must split the Labor Movement.

Our Congresses have united the revolutionary Trade
Unions much more otro:gly than they ever were before. Our
Congresses have instructed their executive bodies at every oppor-
tunity to ag::l even to the Amsterdam organizations, even to
the Social- ocrats, to take up the joint struggle against
:&grcssive capital. But in this we must have the assistance of

masses of the workers.

Bring pressure to bear upon your leaders! Compel them
to form a United Front, and if they continue o resist, form this
United Front without them, and remove all obstacles in the path
of the United Struggle.

The experience of the struggles of the Working Class
has shown that the capitalist Tgovcmmema refuse to touch even
a part of capitalist profits. They refuse to introduce a single
rm or make a single important concession to the Working
Class. Therefore we say: -

: You Must Unite to Secure a Workers' Government!

You must fight for a government of Labor organizations.
Put your faithful representatives at the Helm of State. Drive
out the henchmen of the capitalists, the bankers, the stock-
exchange brokers, and trust magnates.

he Labor Youth is with us, At the last Congress of
the Young Communist League, recently held in Moscow, our
watchword of combat against attacking capitalism was supported
with burning enthusiasm in the name of millions of young
workers.

The r peasants and agricultural lahorers should march
with us. e IV, Congress of the Communist International has
imposed the obligation upon all Communist Parties fo unite and
organize the rural reserves of the Revolution, who in their
ttrug$le against the landlords cannot but come into conflict
with the existing capitalist government.

The oppressed colonial peoples are coming fo onr sile,
including the young proletariat of Japan and China. Ouly the
Communist International and the Red Labor Union Interna 1
supnort the movement in the colonies against the money bags oi
London, Paris and New York.

Our motto is:

Unity with the Labor Youth; Unily with the Rural Poor;
Unity with the Oppressed ‘Peoples in- the Colonies. Al
Forces against the Monster of Capitalism. -

Our Congresscs also discussed the ({}l(stion of fighting
the most shameful thing of our day, -~ the Versailles Treaty —
and other so-called peace treaties, ~Against these treaties, which
are supported by Vandervelde, ore of ite authors, against these
treaties, which Stinnes SocialkDemotrats ‘dare not attack, we
have decidet to conduct a ‘ruthless war.

' Comrades! Rige against these hellish ties!:

They bear the seeds of new wars.: Already new - fleefs,

ts are being built. ‘We must get

i g : el o (kDI D A LI T

At the Hague we, in the name of the Comintern posed
that a United Front be formed againgt war, but our l:)l::)ponl
was rejecled. The leaders of the Second In‘ernational passed
a resolution about a -neral strike, but this is a base d tion,
for they have not repudiated th: pri iiple of naticnal defen
L e, the defense of the bou is state. Through the mouth o
Huysmans they declared that in the event of a new war the
would do again what they did in 1914. They formed a bloc vltl
the bourgeoisie, and refused to form a bloc with the revolutionary
wing of the Labor movement. ’

Comrades! DProletarians! Which

: ath will k
which bloc will you fight?  Will it be gty o I by

or unity with the bour.

geoisie, v ch s attacking you, which is crushing you and {aking
your last from you?
Say No!

Say you will fight for the Unity of the Working Class
Down with the capitalist offensivel
::ong I'lve lhre Unity of the Working Class!
ong live Unity with the rural r and t

colonial peoples! poor and the oppresed
Long Live a Workers' Government!

The Executive Commitiee of

- ; the Communist Infernational.
Zinoview

T Smeral. Carr. Katayama. Neurath.
l.5gland. Stiirmer.  Souvarin. Gennari. = Schefflo. Andreis.
Zetkin.  Gramsci.  Pruchniak. Safarovy. Hornle. Schitller.
Kuusinen. Bukharin. Schatzkin. Kolarov. Radek,

Mac Manus.  Garden.
The Executive Bureau of the R. L L. U,
Lozovsky. Watkins. Dimitroy, Georg. Tomski. Pruchniax
Oarden,. Kalinin.  Andersen. Kunitaro-Ando. Haiss, Joss.
Nin.  Monmousseau. Heckert. Foster. Tresso.

The 10th All Russian Soviet Congress
to all Peoples of the World

The 10th All Russian Soviet Congress, the supreme ﬁh‘
lative organ of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republie,
once more solemnly reiterates, in the hame of millions of prole.
tarians and peasants, its will 1o peace and to peaceful work.

The workers and peasants of the RSFSR. again raise a
warning voice against the renewed threats of war, the orgy of
armaments among the capitalist governments, the disgrace o(lhe
Vcn;smllcs treaty, and the colonial machinations of the bourgeois
states.

Workers of the world! All of you who long for peaceful
work, join your forces to those of Soviet Russia for {he attainment
of our goal of peace, of salvation for humanity from
annihilating war.

The soviet power, rising out of a revolution, began its
activity in the year#917 with an appeal for the conclusion of a
just and universal peace. Since that time it has continued to
emphasize this fundamental principle of its foreign policy. In the

ear 1919 it applied to the United States with proposals for peace.
n February 1019, when troops of the “great powers” occupied
our revolutionary land, it proposed to take up peace negotiations
with all the “allics”, It made repeated overfures of peace to
Poland and Roumania. At Genoa Soviet Russia and her allies
proposed general disarmament When this proposal was declined
the proletarian government attempted to carry out the policy of
disarmament at least within the limitd sphere of the states lying
neares{ Soviet Russia, with the hope of later extending this sphere.
But even this hope was blasted by the refusal of Russia’s
neighbours to agree to an actua' limifation of their armies.

Despite all this, Soviet Russia trod the path of disarmament
alone, and within a short time reduced her army from 5 millions to
800,000, and is continuing to disarm by a further reduction to
600,000 men. She has thus proved her will to peace actual
deeds. Not by words, not by resolutions not by by promises, but

by deeds.

To-day, when the les are languishing under the con-
sequenceg of the imperialist war, when thesx greatest econom f
all materials is of the utmost necessity, the o[{%%cy of the bourg g
governfients is doubly criminal, for they plunge the peoples into A
ever increasing misery instead of aiding them to peace and
peaceful work.

The 10th Soviet Congress solemnly confirms the ce
policy hitherto pursued by Soviet Russia, and appeals to all o
support this policy, Ail peoples must demand peace from their

overnments. The workers of the whole world must unite to .
efend {htmselves against the danger of threatemed war. Peace
_at all costs must be ensured for humanity, tortured and tofmented,

, exploited arid starved.

Chairman of the 10th Soviel Congress: M. Kalimin.
400y Seqretary. of fhte 10th-Soviet Congress; A, Enukidze,
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IN MEMORIAM

To ihe Memory of Wosa Luxembur¢é and Karl Liebknechi

By Lrast Meyer (Berlin).

The fourth anniversary approaches of the day om which
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, together with a large
mumber of the German proletariat- festified their loyalty to
Communism with their lives. Although four years have gone by,
the event remains in our memory as fresh as the first horror at
the news of the murder of our leaders through the police of
Scheidemann and Noske.

Y It our hearts still bleed, if we continue to miss our
' murdered leaders more keenly than ever, it is because we admire
" Roes ar? Karl, not simply as revohitionary mar{yrs, bu( also &8
great revolutionary ‘tacticians. Memorial days and traditions are
not matters of indifference fo us Communists who wish to abolish
Capitalism and replace it with Communism. For we know {1at
#ie bourgeoisie is determined to chek us by the most brutal
means, that we will only succeed by employing the strongest
" measures of ¢ ‘ense; therefore we recall with pride every attempt
At revolutionary rebellion, and honor those of our revolutionary
‘thampions whom the bourgeoisie spattered with blood. At the
present juncture, when the most important duty of the communists
48 10 unite the masses and 1o prepare them for the struggle, we
‘have a special reason to consider how Rosa Luxemburg and Karl
. Liebknecht succeeded in enlisting the masses for the Revolution,
even at a time of the greatest apathy and of sterile reformism.

. The indignant outcry against. the treachery of Social
Democracy on August 4, 1914, the courageous struggle against

- mational slaughter and persecution, despite martial law amd in

spite of frenc: | and prisons, the unselfish devotion to the first re-

- ¥¢’“lionary struggles of the working class after November 1918,

all these were only the consequence of a generation of stubborn,
wmremitting toil in fthe service of revolutionary enhghtenment
under the most diffilcult conditions. Rosa Llixemburg relentlessly
hunted down Opportunism and Reformism to its very roofs.
Energetic  practical opposition. and thorough theoretical
annihilation of reformicn supplemented and served each of' r.
No one saw more clearly than Rosa Luxemburg, the thicatening
danger of an imperialist war, she pointed out these dangers a..d,
at the same time scathingly attacked the Social Democratic Party
for its failure to take measures to avoid these dangers. In order
that the masses should better undérstand hcr warning, she
combined her propaganda with an attack upon Imperialism, to
which the masses were themselves in opposition. In particular
she turned her attack upon militarism which, by its m: treatment
«.of the soldiers, aroused against itself the most apatielic prole-
farian. It .. in this propaganda that she found herself fighting
side by side with Karl Liebknecht, who, in his active work in the
Y 1 Movement, fought this same enemy of youth. Liebknecht
pointed out, at the same time, the close connection beiween mili-
tarism, armaments and !cavy industry, and by the revelation of
1.e Krupp scandal, achieved remarkable succees in arousing the
great mass of the people to an understanding of the close con-
mecfion between these phenomena.

How little Comrade Luxemburg cofined herself to a purely
megative resistance to reformism is shown by the way in which
8be “~nnected {:- fight against the Social Democratic-Bourgeoisier
coalition policy (ministerialism) in France, with an exposure of
the iinner hollowness of the policy of mere demonstration. and

obstructionism of the Social Demovrati¢, Party in the Reichsllé.»
No one before had demonstrated so forcefully and convincingly
the necessity of preparing for the revolutionary barricade-struggle
through a really revolutionary conquest of the masses. She proved
in a masterly fashion, that an apparently purely parliamentary -
question of the three-class suffrage in Prussia, (a suffrage
which. conferred vo‘es according to taxation) could be 1::ed as
a revolutionary propaganda vehicle. What the Social-Demid-
critic bureaucrats would have treated as a mere farce, she tried
to turn info a serious beginning of the mass struggle. What was
degraded by the bureaucrats of the irade unions and the party
to an empty fhreat of a gemeral strike, she attempted {0 use+ds a
live weapon of class strike for voncrete ends which the masses
undersiood. Even when the flood of revolution surged high, he
did not allow herself to be carried along, but, in 8pite of Iet
glowing heart, warned the Spartacus Bund, at its initial coft
ference in December 1918, against all illusions, and declired
herself emphatically in favor of a revolutionary application of
trade union and parliamentary work. She had as little to do with
the fanatics gathered about Otto Rihle, as with the spineless
slaves of the bourgeoisic from -Heine to Scheidemanm.” Above alt
she_hated those who were neither warm nor cold, such as {He
Jea—ed Austro-Marxists gathered about Kautsky, who, in- that
decisive period, threw themselves into the camp of the Scheides
mann Social Democracy and hence of the bourgedisie. ok

The work of Karl Liebknecht was no less fruitful. Oia‘l
similar tempérament but of léss theoretical clearness, hé hesitated”
or exaggerited here and thére. His keen perception of the redl
state of consciousness of power on the part of the proletarint
balanced his zeal for the Revolution. No one understood as well
as he, both-during and affer the Revolution, how to talk to the
masses and to sweep them along with him. Despite the sharps
ness and pointedness of his criticism in the Spartacus letferg, it
was he who held together the roughly organized opposition
elements. Only shortly before his death he struggled vigorously
to keep solid the alliance of the revolutionary workers and flie
Independent Segialists. . He was, even more than Rosa Luxemi-
burg, during the war and affer that November day of 1918, the
genial spokesman of all revolutionary minded workers.

To the Social Democrats, {actics come before principle. In
the case of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebkiecht, as with every
true revolutionary, sober knowledge and tactical shrewdness were
in the service of principles and their development.

For Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, like *Leo
Jogisches and Eugen Leviné, had learned directly and indirectly
from the revolutionary activities of Russia. Thus they made use
of this precious knowledge which only the Russian Bolsheviki itad
had opportunity to acquire. But through the Communist Infers
national, this knowledge continues to bear fruit amongst the
revolutionary workers of the entire world. The decisions of the
third an fourth congresses of the C.I. concerning revolutionaty
strategy, contain fundamenfally the very lessons which Rosa
Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht taught and acted upon. . To-coit=
tinuein the spirit of the martyrs of the German Revolution today,
we inust prepare for the tiual struggle of the revolulion wiflt all
means which lic equally far frem disintergrating reforms and
mere word-propaganda, :

—d————d—g————-——-—-—.—._——-——————. -
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