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The Tasks of the Communists
in the Trade Union Movement

(Discussion)

the cause of the Friesland crisis. We have expelled those people
from our organizations and conducted a decisive fight to realise

Heckert:

(Germany)

Comrades, Comrade Lozovsky told us this morning we
must adopt a clear, unequivocal policy on the trade union
question; he warned us especially against precipitate policy and
advised us to reject any tactics which might l&tfto a split 1n the
tsade unions. He stated this very clearly. He said: we had
accepted the slogan of splitting the trade unions, or in any wa
acquiesced in it, it would have meant destruction for the whole
Communist movement. 1 also belive that we communisis would
have been lguilty of the greatest error if we had propagated the
srlfilting of the trade unions, or made any concessions to those
elements that hant to bring about such a split. 1 hope that this
Confras will express clearly that every splitting tendency must
be fought ruthlessly. It is absolutely necessary to show to the
working class that we are for unity of the trade unions, if we are
fo carry om any serious propaganda for the United Front, We
would make ourselves ridiculous before, yea, despiscd by« the
whole working class if we were to fight for the United Front and
sympathise at the same time with the splitters.

However, in many countries, thadrade unions have already
been split, not only just now by the Amsterdamers, but because
parallel organizations existed in those trades before and during
the war. At the last Congress we had put before our comrades
that it was their task to work in those dual organizations for
union. Our communist comrades have not done all they could in
this line. In fact, in all countries where the trade unions are split,
the communists, instead of fighting for one common goal, have
ofien opposed one another. lg'would therefore like to say ‘this:
every communist who does not support other communists, who
are active in some other organizations, helps the reformists and
those who want to break up the trade union movement. It is
therefore our first duty as communists to eliminate all our little
differences and to work together for a common goal. I absolutely
admire our Italian comrades who have brought 't about in their
organization that their members understand that they must be
active even in Fascist organizations, that even there we must
create our cells.

The policy of cell formation “has been much attacked
even after the Third World Congress. In the German Party,
for instance, there was quite a conllict on this point. There was
2 whole group of comrades who declared t!uPo cﬁle‘wete bad,
and there developed among those comrades a liquidating tendency
which purposed to destroy the whole trade union work of the
Comintesn and the whole international’ communist frade union
Bovement, We have opposed these elements, This tendency was

’

. The od dmentuzm must be put an end {o,

the unity of all revolutionary comrades. Naturally there have
been unnecessary conflicts in this struggle; many a communist
did not speak or act wisely enough: But it does not suffice to deal
with the opposition to so-called revolutionary unions in our
Party with a few words, as Comrade Lozovsky did when he
declared that Comrade Masloff had acted very foolishly and
written an idiotic article against the communists, and that Com-
rade Heckert and Brandler saved the situation.

Comrades, | will not agree to have this order of the
Salvation of the Unions pinned on my breast; [ will not accept

. tq characterise Masloff's action as criminal and damnable without

first saying that the unionists are ar((lfv responsible for it. We
must divide the blame between both sides, if we wish 1o be just.
The fault of the Party is that it did not realise that this policy
would make for conflicts if we did not carry on sufficient prepara-
tory work in the unions. We relied upon 1t that the Communists
in the union would to the work. What happened was that our
Unionist friends fought against the formation of factions and our
Party comrades let the thing drag without any work. That is
why it came to such conflicts with the union. fv,uckily, we were
able to reach an agreement at the union Congress at the be-
ginning of October and to create a basis for harmonious co-
operation in the future. But many other Communist Parties have
followed this bad example of not forming cells within the Unions.

I would like to mention especially two parties that have
been guilty of this omission. First the French Party which in
spite of its promises of last year to become active in the C.G.T.U,,
to build cells within that Federation, did nothing till the events
came to a.point when the split was accomplished and the French
Trade Union movement became a perfect muddle. At its Congress
in Marseilles, the French Party had the opportunity of gaining the
leadership of the revolutionary movement in France if it had
followed the advice which had been given it, namely, {o create a

rogram which \would unite all revolutionary forces. The French
arly did not do this; nothing was said at the Congress as {o
what the Communists should do in the Trade Unions; Comrade
Magoux who has since been expelled is not a little responsible
for the crisis in the French Party. This should be a lesson fo us
for the future. When a Party takes a stand on all questions belore
the working class, it will be possible to create closer connections
between the leaders of the Usmic=s and the Party as a result of
which such people as Monmousseau and Monatte will become
members of our Party, our Parfy will become a real prole.
farian organization no one who does not bage the
El:cy of the. Party on the prolefariat will get the leadership.
Cominfern must
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use all its influence on the leaders of the Party and the C.G.T.U.
lo co-operate in the interests of the working class of France. .

r word on Czecho-Slovakia. We found the same tendencies
in the Czecho-Slovakian Party. It was primarily the Trade Union
leaders in the Pxnrt{t who opposed the formation of cells. Many
comrades said quile openly: Why cells? That only leads to
trouble; it suffices when the leaders ol the Trade Unions are
Comuuunists. But it must have become apparent to our Czecho-
Slovakian comrades that this did not sulfice. Had they formed
strong cells in the Unions a year ago, Tayerle would not hold
to-day such a position as he does.

I bekeve that our bad experience in Germardy, and the
exar ple of France and Czecho-Slovakia, will teach us in the
future to pay more attention to the resolutions of previous
Congresses.

A few words more on the German situation. We will not
say that all our attempts to win the Trade Unions were good
attempts. Comrade lozowsky said this morning that tens of
thousands of members are leaving the agricultural organizations
without the Party taking any action. There are other causes for
this, however, than those Comrade Lozovsky advanced.

It is true that the German movement ol the agricultural
workers has lost hundreds of thousands of members. But the
reasca is that these organizations are led by a bureaucracy which
does nothing but make “Socialist” politics, and the interests of
the workers are subordinale to the interests of the social-demo-
cratic iticians. Since no ove interested himself in the agri-
cultural workers, these workers rebelled. Unorganized before {he
war, the agricultural workers in Germany an organization
of 800,000 workers after the revolution. At the hi@at period
of its existence, the “ Deutsche Landarbeiterverband ” numbered
27,000 members; during the war this number fell to 3,000. This
post war organization was therefore something quite new, and
the bureaucracy of the Federation made use of the organizatioa
fo further its own interest. -

We had already atiempted 1o approach the agricubtural
workers 10 1910, We formed a so-called Communist agricultural
union. This was a complete failure. Ii the revolution had pro-
ceeded further, had we been able to do something in the interest
of the agricultural workers, it would have been a differeat story.
Since this was not the case, the-Social Democrats kept the control
of the agricultural workers organization in their oun hands.

In the following years, hundreds of thousands left the
organization. Our comrades were faced with the. problem:
should they reunite these working masses into a new organization
led by Communists, but which would not be capable of fighting;
or should we not be afraid that the Amsterdamers would use
this as a new excuse for an offensive against the Communists, and
would say, here you have another proof that the Communists
are {rymg {o split the Labor Unions.

Had we attempied to lorma new organization al the fime
wheu we were not masters ol the situation, the task would simply
have been 100 great for us. 1 will ot deny that we might have
been more active in some questions. But our lack of strength on
the cne side, and the {remiendous apparatus of the Amsierdamers
on {ke other, makes it hard for us ﬁ‘undeﬂnke any aclion: there
have been many cases when we have prevented a foolish action
ou the part of some umpatient comrade only with difficulty.

At a time when class differences have become so great,
when our problems are so difficult, it is inadvisable to undertake
l:‘) action for which the working class is unprepared. To gain
influence over the working class we must possess a well or-

mized apparatus, and not only that, but also the confidence of the
arge masses of the workinfe class in our communist policy. |
belicve that | can say in the name of the Party that we will
be better prepared for a fight in the next month because eur
Party is gaining the confidence of ever larger masses of the prole-
tariat. The Party can undertake greater actions now, because it has
the broad masses which sympathise with it, and possesses an
appiratus capable of leading a movement.

But we can offer no panacea. I wish to underline what
Cowrrade Lozovsky said this moruing; for every country we need
a Trade Union programme which corresponds with the
conditions of that country; we must state our task clearly so that
the masses will understand us. We also need a different poli
for every industrial group, often for every union, and if Comr;
Carr allows, | will take two more minutes explain this. *

, for instance, we can Organize the bui
trades for action. When we control a who section, we can
defeat the employers who are ot yet-strongly entrenched, not
yet organized all over the country; the situation is quite diffe-
m'l\mo“e the !r:'lmald workers. There are - over a -million
workers among the railroad employers. But we sre opposed

powers of the State. It has created laws to l:’l

workers. We could tell the Building Trade workers:

I

\

\

with Piplow; we will build own organization and fight (.
employers for better oodlﬁo:‘:.t ,

Il we attempt the same with the railways, we will surc .
be defeated because we shall be opposed by the whole power
the State. The State can defeat us and throw all the revolution
elements at once out of employment. In this way, we lost al,
2000 of our Lest comrades last year.

And just as we require different tacticts for the build
workers thon for the railroad workers, so we require diffe:
methods for the other organizations. Among the metal work. .
for instance, we have progressed so far, that, the Dissmanite- .
not dare any longer to expel us as a body, because we posses al.
half the membershir and the opposition would be teo gi .
Among the agricultural workers, we do not know the | T
of the Amsterdamers. It seems as if we should proceed with
formation of a new organization, because we cannot tolerate ' -
the gulf be widened.

In closing my speech, allow wme fo make the follow ,
recommendations: First, that all Communsit Parties must Pro<
to the creation of cells and carry out the decisions of the Sec .
and Third World Cvngresses; second, fo create a program

f
action lfor every ﬁroup of industry which will E‘mﬂ u
conduct our struggle as the circumsfances require; third, to for'
our rades, m the various revoluti organizations
in dual Trade- Usion zations, to fight other «nd
tirereby afford great joy our enemies,

Hertha Sturm:
(Germany)

. Comrades, it was principally the formal side of t
union question which was considered here from the view-p.
of the United Front. 1 was in the of was
and means for maintaining the organizational unity of the tru..
unions, and of the nature of relations between: the C ..
munist Party and -the trade unioms, which . would hd? n
mmﬁng the trade unions with the communist spirit. I
x 't‘!;.m !quﬁtions we encounter uﬂ;renlx’zhme of tlger .

TS| o Amsjerdam . trade . nnion real o The e
et mmﬁggﬁm Ibe'o' hdnﬁtyt'he and : i‘o“ ¢

on S0 s o tn

spirit of the Communist Parties, This question was ly dwf
cussed in connection with the capitalist offensive and tactics.

connection of |-

1 should like to ewuue the close
these sides with the part ich the working woman ave pla.
in the trade unions. Yhis question is of i¢ i P
because of the fact that the working women comprise a sect:
of the working class, the numbers and weight of which are ¢ «
tinually Egmwmg in the industries as well as in the trade umic -
In the European countries the women represent 20—45% of '«
wage earpers. Duning the war the numbers inceased 0 a «
siderable extent, and it is higher in the post-war period tha
:3 before &_ehwu. l:mgue yt:;ng capmfuu:cwdo-—l(‘ iva
pag, with their millions workers, . worldag w. inen
w&tnkemmhn%ddthewm&ua.

On the other hand, it is a well known fact that the workiny
women belong to that section of the working ‘class of which Con
rade Bukharin said (when dealing with this item of our pi>

ram) that its exploitation by the capitalists and their lacke s 9
ped to maintain and comsolida Capitalist . The 3
working women are used by the capitalists against
in the same way as the colminl peoples,
European workers were able to achieve
vamiages. .
It is seli-evident that the United Front of the workers
the oramileional unity of the trade unions will be all the n
solid # all the sections of the working class keep together,
if the passive and hostile sections are reduced o a mipimun !
is of paramount importance to draw the working women wit »
an r delay into the United Front, because the capi i\
olémlvc is all more ous to the working class il '~
section of it, the interesis of which are bound up with the . .
mon working class injerests, does not take an active part in
general stmg‘ﬂe. The capitalist offensive proceeds quite s
matically on lige of Jeast resistance. I wish to draw your : -
tion quite briefly to the following three points: Firstly, t e
ion of the 8—hour da%’:nd of labor rmtectim in ge al

i

is a common experience that the capitalist attack begins .ery-
where with the attempt 1o make the women vo ly give up
the 8—hour day and consent fo work overtime. generally
leads to all the workers in these industries, and 1 0
in other industries working on the terms accepled by

women. Real or alleged fechnical n
fext doitﬁn:;nywithtbeﬁ—bour
dications in t every country of the

ity 18- gene
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8—hour day by slation. But, even now, the longer working
day is being introduced either by special ordinances or by the
infvringemem of the existing legislation.

The second question is that of wages which became very
ronmtinent when, owing 1o the introduction of machinery in the
industries, the working women were thrown on to the labor
market as the most willing and cheapest objects of exploitation.
The wages question is a very pressing question today becausc
capitalism, in the present state of crisis, is no longer able to
accede to the demands of the workers. Being compelled to have
recourse to the former methods of exploitation n the one hand
through the introduction of longer working hc and the inten-
sification of labor in order to make goog the reduced produc-
tivity of labor caused by the wear and tear. of the technical
industrial apparatus, and on the other hand, by lowering the
real wage. tow wages for the working women result in. low
wages for the men. The old watchword: Equal pay for equal
work: should therefore occupy first place in our discussions and
in our struggles in the trade unions.

The third question is that of unemployment, which 1s assu-
ming almost the same character as at the time when women were
brought into the industries. Again the working men are labonnF
under the illusion that the elimination of women's labor will
make the struggle of existence easier for the men. Energetic action
must be taken on this point, in order to prevent a wedge being
driven between working men and working women, and make
them look upon each other as competitors instead of workin
harmoniously together. We must work for the achievement o
solidarity between men and women, not only among the
employed, but also among the unemployed workers.

The second important int_is this: The commumst
influence in the trade unions will grow in {xoporlion as the wide
masses within these unions realise that the struggles are con-
cerned with their direct and immediate needs. If it is considered
to be of paramount importance to explain to the working men
that they must fight for their everyday demands, such is all the
more the case for the working women, who owing to their

reater backwardness, are less able to understand than the men
51: necessity of a struggle for ultimate aims. It is quite plain that
the trade union bureaucracy has not worked and could not work
in that sense because it knew that by mobilising the masses for
such everyday demands they would create a fighting force against
Atself.

However, if we ask ourselves what the Communist Parties
have done in this res t, we are obliged to say that they have
done very little, and that they have done even less in connection
with the mobilisation of the working women than in connection
with*the organizational work within the trade unions in general.
This is of course not a passing feature, because all the weaknesses
of the communist movement in general are reflected and magni-
fied in the communist women’s movement, for the latter is only a
part of the general communist movement with which it is allied for
weal or woe. However, the organizational and the ideological
weakness of the communist movement is bound to find a stro
reflection in the women’s section because the maiorit{ of the
woman are more backward than the men organizationally, ideo-
logically, "and economically, and because their position in the
social life of the various countries is not as important as that of
the men. If the total membership of most of the communist parties
is very small compared with the total number of workers, the
absolute as well as the relative number of the women members
is infinitesimal. In the most favourably Fhmd rty—the Czecho-
Slovakian, the women members constitule, 20% of the total mem-
bership; in Italy, where the Party is strong, not even 2%, and
on the average in all the communist parties (as far as we could
obtain data) women constitute about ten per cent of the total
membership. This means that it is comparatively more difficult
to penetrate into the ranks of the non-party workers. Moreover,
not all the parties are as yet conscious of the fact that the revolu-
tionising orathe working women within the trade unions must
be systematically organized. Ii the Communist International is
still ‘discussing ‘the advisability of the formation of nuclei, if it
has not yet been recognised, in thm as well as in practice, that
the party must do its utmost to e all its members carry on
intensive work within the trade unions, we need not be surprised
that next to nothing was done by the Party in connection with
the trade union training of communist women.

We are able to state that only in very few, and in the
comparatively best organized parties (the Russian, Bulgarian,
German and Austrian) was this work taken in hand. In the other
counigies it has not even been touched.

. The two organizational tasks which lie before us, are as
ows: g
1, In establishing communist nuclei in the Trade Unions,

- care must: be faken that all the womeén party members should be

ly included in their fraction. =

Comrades,  this seems to be obvious, and sounds almost
like a platitude, but in reahty it is not so. \Ve potice that 1n the
comununist pariies, espevially in the younger omes, the women's
movement 1 somewhat in the nalure of a side issue, instead of
being closely counected with the general party movement. Such
a lack of comtact i1s especiaily reprehensible in our Trade Umon
work. It is a weil known fact that the party leaders and the
responsible party officials very frequently do not even know
which of their women members belong o Trade Umions, where
they work and in what way they are connected with their
nucleus.  Such an mvesugation into the membership conditions
of the women members 18 certainly labonous, but it 18 frouful
and 18 absolutely necessary as a solid basis for our further tasks.

Secondly, the Party Executive must see to 1t that a direct
and close contact should exist between the organ appointed by
the Party for the responsible conduct of the Trade (Tmuu woik
(be this organ a Trade Union department, section or a council)
and the Central Women's Commitiee of the Commumst Party.
Itiese organs must act in close collaboration and must draw up
a plan, laying down in what way the work should be organised
from the Centre and what steps sould be taken for the training
and systematic organisation o{ the women trade umon members
for their tasks among the wide masses.

The prospects of this work are very favourable, especially
as we have in the masses of working women a good recruiting
ground which, not being organised, i1s open {0 us. The majority
of working women are not tied to a political leadership or 0 a
trade union bureaucracy, and can be made amenable (with greaier
ease than the men) to the class struggle, owing to their sanu:
and unalloyed class instincts. The working women are mo: ¢
likely than the men to fight for their class interests regardles,
of all those restrictions which make it so difficult at prosont
12 gain any ground among the masses of the social democri
working men and among the trade unionists of old stanhg

I should like {0 draw a comparison which should teach i3
a lesson. "When, as a result of the political events of 1018,
woman’s sufirage was introduced into various countries, we wii-
nessed the phenomenon that the bourgeoisie succeedcd, 1
bringing over into its cam{) large masses of woinen who wer: as
mmtqudm] by any political bias. Thus, tt is not ouly ihe

rgeois women who have becomne the best political agen's 1t
their parties, but karge numbers of working women were drawn
into the Nationalist camp, into the bourgeois parties, and 1mio
the clerical camp, viz., into the camp of our class enemies. |hey
have contribuled to the strengthening of the bourgeoisie, i only
on the parliamemary field. e must not allow the same thiuy
to bappen on the trade union field, which is of far greuer
lm{)or!ance in the class struggle than parliament. The women
will be won over by the party with the clearest aims and the
maoss energefic action on Ehaﬂ of the interests and needs of
these masses who will follow 1t into the struggle for these
needs. With tHese 1ffasses behind us, we shall succeed in
strengthening our attack against the trade union bureaucracy
and detaching still greater masses from that trade union
leadership which 1s hostile to the class struggle and in br.noin
themm over into the camp ol the revolutionary class struggle

(Applause)
Tasca:

(Italy)

| can claim 10 speak on behalf of the entire ltahan dele-

g:uon. This is possible because the Italian Communist Party

s at once recognised the importance of trade umon work gnd
had started the forming of nuclei within the trade unions before
the split of Leghorn, which has given us common experiences
and unily of action.

I will dispose of secondary questions in a few words.
First of all let me say that our delegation has accepted the
proposal of putting off the discussion on the conditions of the
unemployed within the Trade Union movement, but we emphasise
the extreme imporiance of the Communist Party taking the initia-
tive in defending the trade union rights of {ybe unemployed of
which the reformist leaders are trying fo deprive them.

We have also agreed not {o insist on mentioning in the
general thesis about the activity of communists in the nationahist
trade umions run by the employers, or as we call them Fascist
unions.

Nevertheless, we ought fo point out that the commumsts
should work within the Fascist trade unions, only in cases when
it is the only way to prevent our being rooted out of the trade
unions, that is 10 eay, when there is no possibility left for
the Party in the Red trade umions.

Comrade

Lozovsky’s theses ‘
ﬁonbﬁepmﬂundmityuﬁnﬁi‘tﬁ%(. hese are the most
problems of Tade

urgent and pressiog Union movement.
On this point we are entirely in agreement with him, both for the

Lol
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reasons which he-has given and for a variety of other reasous.
The disruptive tactics of the reformists, backed more or less
op: ly by the employing class, tends 0 render it extremely q.ffi-
cult ‘:n expelled trade umon minorities 1o take any action for
the Cclence of trade ui’.nigm, denying the Red trade unions the
pess'bility of any concrete daily work for the immediate inferesis
of the workers.

Furthermore, since the communists find themselves in a
m.nority in the trade unions and are diven from the workers’
organisahioas, it becomes mcreasmﬁlly difficult to combine leval
actvily with the illegal work of the Communist Parly, which
could find in the trade unionist movement a valuable sup~ort

It is absolutely necesur\{ to clear up a few pointg in
Comrade Lozovsky's theses. 'hen one is speaking to Cour-
muais's one oughf to give very precise criterions which should
seri o the Cam .nists 1n their trade umion activities.

We did not quate understand whether it was necessary o
break away Liom Amsterdam upon oblaining a majority of the

National Confederation. We ask Comrade Lozovsky to clear
up this point. .

We on our part are in favour of the second solution,
namely to break with Amsterdam upon ohmni? a majority in
the National Coafederation, because we think this presents the
least danger of scission. Of cou it is impossible {0 evade
all the anen ol scission il the Red International of Trade
L~ ons is to become more and more a propaganda bureau, an
in.crmational centre of trade umion organisation, but a solution
oughl 1o be Jound that would presem the least danger in this
res pect.

pedl have nol the time at my dispoeal to deal with the problem
ol the aliance between the Comintern and the Profimtern. But
| maintain that this question ought to be solved by the Cong:::
of the Comintern, for il is absolutely necessary that the
munist comrades taking part in the Profintern Congress should
be agreed among themselves on the policy which they should
maintatn.

1 would also ask Comrade Lozovsky lo enlighten me upon
yet another point, namely, about the Faclory Councils.

The Factory Councils movement is becoming of very great
importance in Germany. This problem has a direct bearing on
the problan of scission, and we want some light on this poiat,
because it is a question that may become of actual moment in
other countries as well.

lnternational, by its form of organisaton, endeavour to
create conditions lor comunon activity with fthe syndicalists in
order 1o oust the reformists and to oppose their mfluence. Yet
we believe it necessary to ensure that the nuclei should consist
purely and exclusively of communists who are active in the trade
unions, and, at all events to make sure that our actioo «gyeffi-
cacious in directing the revolutionary struggle.

We are inst inserting’ paragraph 20 in the general
theses of Comrade Lozovstzé l"iiin paragraph comes after para-
graph 17 which says that commumists cannot and ought not,
in the name of abstract and anarcho-syndicatist principle? aban-
don their right to organise nuclei within the umions. This is
a nght which should not be denied ‘them under any circum-
stances. Paragraph 20 goes on to say that in countries where
unportand revoluhooary syondicalist organisations exist (France),
or where in consequence of a number of historical causes there
18 a pronounced Nmistrust 1n pohtical &meﬂ among certain
groups of the revolutionary workers, the comununisis should
work out joinfly, with the syndicalists, in condormity with the

-uliarities of the ocountry and of the labour movement, the

rms and methods of common and collaboration 1n all
the defensive and aggressive actions aﬁainﬂ capital. As this
comes ou fop ol paragraph 17, the ltalian comrades are under
the unpression that this would be the substilute of the direct
work of the communist i 10 France. We wouwld like o be
. enlightened on this point.” If it is a United Front formula we
3 have nothing to say against it, because this should be carried
b out not only in conjunction with the syndicalists but with-all the
revolutionaries. [f thig means to say that the French communists,
by reason of local circumstances, must give up their owa
methods of struggle and act only upon the preliminary consent
of the syndicalists, we are ag:imt including in the general theses
such a formula that could construed in thie manser.

Comrade Lozovsky declared that the relations between
the parties and the trade umious are a question of relative
strength; that is true, but an understanding is . The
application of communist principles and is always con-
ditioned by the correlation of forces, but this does not meas fo
n_ny‘thn the correlation of forces should take the place of prin-
ciples.

Intern-tional Foderation, o° upon obtaining a majorily i the °

Regarding the question of nuclei, we agree that the Red )

Lozovaky said: It is oot the wirich miakes the move-
ment; it is the movement which % eory, I know quite
well that Losovsky is far from -pul such inlerprelations, yet
it ”‘"ﬁ' sct,rotkmgly simrilar o a lOttl;l‘l by
says: The Coveriment is everything.. No room should be
for euch interpretation on the art ighi b
imerested or o take

Even if it be true that in France the syndicalists, on
accoun! of their historic development, are to rl-l the guiding role
in the proletarian revolution, it would still no reason for
abandoning the formation of ist nuclei,

) We are aware of the diffitulties which exist in France. But
since the syndicalist question forme the basis of the French
question, it is not nght to include in the al thesis a para-
gragl fhat ig likely {o be misinterpreted. 1his ought 1o be done
wn the resolutions of the French Comunigsion, which is fo give
the necessary indications for commumist work in the French
trade umions. There it would be the proper place to make ail
the arrangemeots, to include that which cannot be imposed upon
ail communists active in the trade umions, so that concessions of
a local pature should not become a source .of development for
those very evils which some ocomrades have come here to

It is for this reason that we oppose the inclusion of this
formula in the general theses. The only objection that may be
made in France against the ouclei is the French workers' misirust
of the French Commumumist Party. It is a vicious circle that ought
o be broken edroitly. We are cowmvinced that the ion of

Now 1 wish fo eay a few. words oo the question of
subordina the trade unions to the g‘ On the whole we
believe that the real antee for the dev t of any Com-
manist Parly consisis of the abilily of the party at all times {0
havexhuywtheeyenuwhxdll‘odtheworm’ﬁie. How is
lhf me&e C?mnc:mx E;;t‘y i}o“lmve a say on everything rrtk
interes rench wor does. not

tife, with all oyy It

¥
-2
£z
RS

the
may eeem easy {0 advance slogaas, but it is imperative

. the
mﬁ‘fw&mmhhmdﬂudwaﬁe
This is the only guaraniee that the working masses would
the beca: they would be their very own
and correspond to their real needs. iny
We are naturally fo subordimiing the trade
unions ;ﬂ&apnty, but %emmduﬂdmmb
y a imporfance in syudicalist movement, ghould
mnﬂaeundguniom. their dues and work in a systenmtic
manaer {o gain the of the masses. After gui this
mﬁmﬁqmmml&tmeubm'l“um but
m‘ place their ex at the service of the party and
it-serve the gener amol%'ﬂnyuﬁtb
drop from the skies nor from very far awgy, but from
direct experience of the workers, who have 1o make only slight
efforts to understand them. I French Conmnunists,
of all the other couniries wiil in this eense, we will
enabled fo make good the " sustained by the
movement in the course of this st -
There is an ancieat myth cm\vhod\u siood
on his feet, even when wounded and" ted he _to
fouch the ground to in his forces. The Communpist
wmmﬁﬁ' unless it puis itselt in_a positionto
fouch the ground, that is to remain in close conlact with ‘the
working masses, 80 as to be able o regain its forces and o
carry on and extend the struggle for the aims of the revolution,
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Although the Australiatn Communist Party is a small party

1 believe it has found the keynote to organisalion so far as the

Jo-Saxon movement is concerned. The Comumunist Party

in &usinlia has a membership of just close on one thousand

and yet it is able o direct just close on 400,000 workers—that is,

ircluding 237,000 in the State of New South Wales; all orgamsed

workers. It also direcis 110,000 organised workers in Brisbane,
Queensland.

The Comununist Party in Australia is based on the nuclel
system. Every umion has its nuclei from 20 down to 2, but
every union has its nuclei. All nuclei leaders must meet once
a week and these puclei leaders from the unions discusg the pro-
blems of their organisalions, the problems of the working class
of Australia.

In every discussion of problems they fornfdate their tgc-
tics and then go out to their various unions, factories, and
workshops and mines and carry out the policy as directed.

The Communist Party along with the leaders of the nuclei
formulate that policy. On every burning quesiion that affects
the working class you will find that the nuclei leaders are the
first in the field to give direction to the working class how to
meet the situation.

The Labour Council of New South Wales constitutes
120 unions. Yet the Conununistes Party has full control of the
Execufive. Out of the 12 members of the Executive eleven are
members of the Communist Party and they direct these 120
enions and the policy of each umion. We have the same basis of
organization in the Labour Party of Australia as in the Enclish
Labour Party—that is, the party is based on the Trade Union
Movement,—and we have the same difficulties confronting us as
the English Party has. When we quarelled with the Australian
Labour Party in 1919, when we were beaten by six votes at the
conference, we isolated ourselves, took no part in polilics what-
soever, and directed all our energies {o the industrial field.
Everybodly sei out for the organisation of the workers to break
down c:alt barriers and make one union in every industry, linking
up all our forces into one union having six divisions—all the
wo lers being linked up in that directiorf: that is all the trans-
port workers together; all the miners together, all the agricul-
tural workers; and in six denartmen(s we have linked up all the
workers of Australia. We found also that by direciing our
energy inside we were able to liquidate the LW.W. which was
the militant organisation in Australia. The LW.W. changed
their tactics. ey came inside with us and started o operate
inside the craft unions for the format'on of Industrial unionism,
and working within the unons 1o break down the craft barriers
and link up all their forces into six great industrial departments
through out Australia.

The moment we decided to conduct political activity there
was the AS.P.,, SL.P., and the Breakaway section of the Labour
Party. The AS.P. called a conference of all militant workers of
New South Wales to come together 1o form a Communist Party.
The trade union movement decided ‘o be represented and sent
delegates,

At that conference we decided to form a Communist
Party. After a short time there was a split, but ultimately we
came {ogether and we are the only Communist Party in Australia
at the present tithe. The result geing that the Communist Party
directs all the work of the Trade unions. As far as the Labour
Party was concerned—we found that we could also direct the
policy of the Labour Party, the party that was full of opportu-
nism, that was directed by reformists—we found that the militant
section of the working class could even direct the policy of that

rly. In June 1921 the Labour party put out a signal of distress.
ftacalled upon the workers to give all their aid, and we decided
that we would attend this conference called by the Labour Party.
In Melbourne in June 1921 the largest conference that has ever
been held in” Ausiralia assembled and there were present dele-
ﬁ:tes representing 700,000 workers. What did we find? We

und that we were able to change the policy of the Labour
Party. The Labour Party believed in the mainfenance of a White
Ausiralia, believed in nationalisation. We changed the objective
from nationalisation to Socialisalion of industry {)revoluﬂonary
political and industrial action. But the Labour Party was not
satisfied—they went aside from the conference and called a confe-
rence of their own in October 1921. They deleted the words
“by revolutionary political and industrial action” and inserted
the words “by stitutional means.” Another Congress was
held in June, of this year, and the Trade Union movement along
with {he Communist Party said to the Labour Party that they
would onlv endorse the policy of the June Conference of 1921—
The 1922 conference endorsed the policy of June 1921, and went
further, - it . instrucied the Labour Party {o throw ogn its
doors for the affiliation of the Comwmunist Parly with free-
dom for the Communist Party for and organisation
That they would not agree fo in 1921, so you see-that in one

(enr of operation in the trade unions the units were able o accomf)
ish something that we could not accomplish previously.

Again, when the capitalist attacks against the wu.«ers
were launched we got all the workers together, and instead of
allowing one seclion to go down one after another
we said, “lThe working class of Australia must stand
solid, speak with one voice and act ftogether.” We
decided on these lines. The Comonwealth Government
was appealed to by the employers, a conference was decided
fo be held. Some of the Unions objected. We authorised delegates
{0 go lo the conference, and out of eighteen delegates Irom
Australia on the employees side we found nine mmunists
from different parts of Australia at this great conference called
by the commonwealth Government. And what were the resuils
ol that conference? The employers left the conference. They
said that all that we were doing there, was enunciating the doc-
trines of Lenin and Trotzky; we were nothing more than in the
E:y of Russia and that we were not there for the good or the

nefit of the working class of Australia. We came back with
the propaganda message to the masses. The masses rallied
round our banner and Ausiralia 1s the first country in the world
that was able to withstand the offensive, was able to say, *“No
longer will you reduce our wages, no longer will you tamper with
our hours, no more lengthen our hours. We will shorten our hours
instead of lengthening them”. It was the only country in the
world because the masses rallied round the slogan “Hands off
wages and hours.” And the whole policy was directed by the
Communist Movement in Australia - small in numbers but strong
in power and influence.

Again, we not allow everybody who applies for member-
ship in the party (o rush in. When a man applies for member-
ship in the party from any union we give his name o the leader
of the nuclel in his union and the applicamt is watched for a
K:riod. Any proposal that is put forward in his union for the

nefit of the mass and that i1s opposed by him—is registered
against him and we say he is not a lit person to be a member of
the Communist Party of Australia. We g:lieve in influence among
the masses and we use every means to extend that influence by
directing the policy of the masses and organizing them, because
we believe that the masses at all hmes are willing o fight, eager
to fight, determined to maintain their conditions, and 1t is the
business of the Communist Party to get to work and line them
up in that direction.

And now a word about splits. The splitting movement
amongst the trade unions started in 1918. For two and a half
years we were lighting the reformists with the results that the
militant section won out. The reformers went down. The revo-
lutionary movement kept hammering away amongst the trade
unions because they had the conlroF of the machine that issued
the propaganda.— the lLabour Council of New South Wales
which directed the whole policy of the State and the revolutio-
naries held that machine so that the propaganda continued (o go
out. When the spht started in the Trade Union movement e
reactionaries wanied the expulsion of all revolutionary workers.
We got among the rank and file and got their full support. We
advised the LW.W. (o go right into the Trade Union movement,
which they di!l and “%\/hite-am" it. Let me explain here that
the white ant is an animal that atiacks only dead wood, it never
touches living matter. The result of our activities was that in
the agriculural department there is one union comprisi
120,( workers. In the mining industry we have linked u 2ﬁ

the workers in and around the mines, miners, engineers, black-,

smiths, 45,000. In the domain of land transport we have all the
workers of the railways, from engine drivers to porters, linked
up—>58,000 in all. We have seventeen building trades in Australia
and they have agreed to form one organization, the Buildin
Trades Industrial Union of Australia. Thig comprises 42|
workers. All {jese afiirm the class struggle and maintain that
capitalism can only be overthrown by revolutionary political : :d
industrial action.

The result of this militant activity has been the linking u
of these lorces into one big umion which is breaking down all
craft barriers. One other thing. This is what we are ‘fiving o
our nuclei which meet weekly. When « Eolicy is decided upon,
the deails are prinied and we give it to the leaders of the nuclei,
fo give directions to the union how fo act.

I will close by giving the direction to support the Labour
Party that has been issued by the Labour Council. Here it is:

1) The Labour Council r ises the class struggle and
bases its organizational plans and 1fs pmplﬂpda on this fact.

The council further recognises 4 at this struggle of the
classes in capitalist society is a politica' struggle—i. e, a strug-

le for political power—and the councii¢an no more be neutral

ward political Tg-.rﬁes aged in this strugele than to the
strugele itgelf. erefore this council declares the following o
be the basis of its attitude {o the existing political pariies.
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2) The Trade Uunion Movemefet in‘thmt:"‘h‘ comb ho‘nm “;

mild r ition of the cluss struggle wi e i
support of a relorm party—Tae Australian Labour Kuty. Full
support of this party, its ‘and its objectives means that
the awakening revolutionary comsciousness of the workers, m
ther with their desire fo wage a class war against the capitalist
system, is transferred by the machincr{. of the bourgeois politi -al
state, into the hands of the labor politicians, into social peace,
which is the negation of the class struggle. '
3) The Labour Council holds that the Labour Party is a
part of the working class movement, and serves the interests of
the workers from time to time by its organization and propa-
genda in the defence of the every day siruggle of the workers
when they are engaged in fighting such questions as the mainte-
nance of a basic wage, the 44 hour week, eic.

At times the Labour Council will support the labour party
in so far as support of the everyday demands of the workers
necessitates this action. Also the council holds that in face of
the organized attacks being made by the capitalisi class upon tae
wo_kers of this country it is in the interests cf the worki
class that the Labour Party at this juncture should be ret
fo power. ) .

a) Because it will offer a more efiective resistance to
the onslaught by the capitalist class on the basic wage than the
National Party. ) o

b) Because there :dm be given greater facilities for wor-
king class propaganda and organization.

" c) I{xwill also demonstrate to the workers that the
Labour party cannot bring about any lasting betterment to the
workers b islative action within the cavpitalist State.

d) This council, while fighting in the everyday s
for an improvement in the Standard of living for the Working
Class, realises that it is impossible to obtain economic security
for the workers under cawitalism. Therefore, this council at-
tempts (o direct this everyday s le of the workers inio a
stiuggle for the abolition of capitatism and the establishment of
a working class political state. Such a struggle can only be ade-
quately organized and carried through in the interest of the
workers as a whole, when the trade umons' w}:ll ndklinn peﬁect
unity with the revolutiona htical party of the working class.

g nbhnumplegmmn&uwe-r_egwwto&e
auclei, to into i the police of working amongst the
masses. 5: believe that i Anglo-Saxon countries—England,
America, lreland, eic.—develop the same hnes of policy, that we
have developed, it will be found that the Anglo-Saxon commrw-
aists will have ihe power to direct the future policy of the masses

in those countries.
Kucher:

(America)

Comrades: | am not here o tell you any long story
but present a few lacts as briefly as possible.
I would like to have it undersiood that 1 am not here as
ition force from America, but as the representative of
a distinct movement.—the Ind] ent Umons and on behalf of
the United Labour Council America. } am here rather to
protest against the opposition of the propaganda group who have
come here claimung to speak for all American labour.

The independent Unions, who are industrial unions in
structure and activity, are being accused of being the cause of the
weak trade-union movement in America because the militants are
within them  You are mnformed “dual unionism” is the root evil;
—even (f that were so, the umons now known as Independents
are not the cause of this, in so far as they are in no way
“dualist”

In their ongin they are partly the results of countless ex-
pulsions for many years, of militant individuals and mrinority
E)mups who, unable to ﬁt back to the Federation Unions, were

rced to combine and lorm themselves into organization. Due

to the lact that the A. F. of L. confined itself to orgamizing the

uvore highly skilled workers into distinct craft unions and alto-

m:her ignored the great masses of ungkilled and semi skilled, —

neglected workers spontaneously formed unions, often local

in scope, and who remained isolated. These organizations
refused to become part of the Federation or 11s unions.

In order to umite and combine the activity of all these
groups it was oecessary to form the United Labour Council in
order to co-ordinate the activity and weld kindred umions into
“One Union for each industry”. The existing Independent Unions
have never followed the policy of "splittin:‘ or inducing minori-
ties to withdraw from the so-called “general movement”. The
field for activity among the ‘wnorgani was large and we have
directed our energies in that direction, and find the workers
resr_ouuvc to industrisl formation. The workers in general
realise the weakness of craft unionism and even were the mili-
tants to join the Fedew on the masses would not respond. The

an ¢
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only thing we would a would be to discredit the m,),.
tanis who now hnveibemo!ﬁﬂwm, !

To say, in the face of these Faces, that-the United Laboy,
Council of America can only cép.::d at the ex‘g::e of Federatio,
unions, proved the lack of ledge of self-appoinie.
spo.esmen from /.merica. N

We are accused of at ting to form a “dual” federai. .
whereas we are \rying‘to unily the various forces outside 1.
Federation in order that a common policy and aim be crea: .
throughout the movement that we may eventually have a unii . |
movement that can and wild fight for the w against
combined capitalist interesis.

We are in accord with the program as laid down by ' .
R. L L. U. and profest against certain elements in America . -
torting the intent of the program to serve their own ends.

Those who do nof understand the American movement ...
the Independent Unions are an artificial creation for the purpo.-
of establishing “Ideal” unions. This is not so. The indepen .t
union development in America is a national development, and
so far as it 18 a natural trend we must ise 1t as a fact
and being a factor we must make allowance for it jn all o
activities.

We find here in the report of Comrade Zinoviev’s openu ,
remarks that he meations the Commanist membership in Amer . .
above 8,000 and we find in the reparts of the Trade Union Eo .
catinal delegate who spoke previously, that they claim ',
have active forces inside the ‘trade unions pumbering 422/«
Comrade Zinoviev poigtied out the inconsistency of that—that !
was not natural (hat party could be so weak and yet, ha -
such powerful influence in the indusirial field.

lo regard to the American problem I had hoped that 1.
Germans and Russians particularly, as well as all of you for 1h.:
matter, would make it a point to consider the various phases !
the ®*American movement before any definite action is taken -
recard to the question of liquidation or disbandment of.grou;s
known as revolutionary or independeiit unions. I wish to profes:
while I am here against the use of the official press by a part
the movement in order to merely present its own viewpoin!
without ‘having any substantial facts to wark re
a matler of keeping to facts good, but in this case the misrepr-
sentafions are m t it-is a ‘crime to-the movement

tion,

{aennillcud:n I wish to state
ndependents are

. concerned,
Red Trade Unpion International when it w
carally S 10 e rebiy
na y n to i
affiliation with the Red Internafional of Labour Unions was
carried unanimously, showing the sentiment of the workers -

these unions.
Another point that should be emphasised is this. It has
been mentioned by a previous American speaker that the ind-
pendent unions disband—liquidate,—and go info  the
American Federation of Labor. The slogan use is “Qo 1o
the masses.” But we do not find the masses in the American
Federation of Labor. The previous '&lhr on the Amerivan
question stated that there were 36,000 eligible workers. Y«
at no time bave there been more than 4 500,000.
American Federation of Labour, and today you will “find
much above 2,000,000 workers, if that. 'l’l: masses “net
joid the Federalion. They are to the Federation, An:
Lope of inducing the masses to joien the Federation of Labor
bound to meet with failure. The A. F, of L. has so discredite.:
itself that the masses will not respo t the slogan be “Go
the masses” let us go to the , do not let us look for the
mn the deca structure of the American Federation of Labo:
The chief plea is to go into Federation in order o reform
You cannot reform any such structure as the Federation. Agai
to underestand the American movement clearly, is to know tha
any thought of reforming the Federation is futile.

There are many things that I might speak of.in regard :
the agitation that has disrupted, or at least caused differences ::
the ranks of the American movement, bul I will refrain fro:
this where all remarks would be recorded. Havi the
interest of the movement at heart 1 will not enter an rth-
remarks as to the records or statements or claims by th-
oppoci;ion s[}(In'ce. - o

wish to propose this. e in the in«kgﬁ:dmt m r

nise that in so far as there are certain v el ip th
vo:mm Federation of Labor, and insofar as there m ‘

£
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which can be utilised at least for one se, activity shou
be carried on within that Federation for the of n
merely reforming it—for that is next to impassi ‘ord:

to expose the methods used the reactionary officialdest;
order to further carry on u:ebylgimion for the general agmlo:
mation of industry,—not because we hope to achieve #hat—bu'
as propaganda mcans, and for that reason ‘we are in fav _,’fﬁv
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Trade Union Educational League carrying on its work of con-
fining {8 main activity to within the Federation itself. The Inde

nt Unions must be given gole responsibility for the activity
amongst the Independent unions and amongst the unorgamised
workers.

With such an alignment, the Trade Union Educational
League provin~ itself by adivitl within the Federation, and the
lndepemrenls prompted and backed in their activity amongst the
Ind { and unorganised workers carrying on activily in
their respective groups, ultimate unity becomes a possibility.
For these two hnes of activily there must be an intermediale
group which can coordinate and corelate the work of both grou
to carry out.common activity for both groups simullaueous{;’s.
This is one line ol action open {o the American movement.
The point that is raised in objection is that you are crealing a
du' movement. Such is not the case. You are merely creating
a medium which will link up the activity of both groups in order
to carry on simultaneous action. We do know, and have seen
enough to confirm the fact that the American Federation of
Labour has gone on record as favoring expulsion of all Com-
munists from its ranks. Now, are these groups to be merely
thrown oul of these unions and sel aside? hat will occur
because you have not as yet the machinery to carry on the

agilation fo slay within the Federation unions asd until such
time as you have, activity must be carried on indepenently of
the Federation. There must be a body prepared to absorb the
elements that cannot fight o go back to the Federation. Until
the Trade Union FEcucational league has some semblence of
structure that can fight for readmission of the expelled elements,
until you can create a central commitiee or a council to coordinate
the activities of these two groups you can hope for no united
movement in America. The soouer you recognise that the better.

The (rouble has been that a good many of those calling
themselves spokesmen and leaders had very little actual under-
standing or experience in the movement in imerica. It has been
mainly a theoretical chscussion as to what should be done, not
a question of what are the facts. It is only a question of * what
are the facts " —and acting accordingly. T have been buildin
up a theory and trying to piece the facts meﬁt the theory. 1 wi
not take up any more fime because. 1 only wish to emphasie
these points. That is our viewpoint, and we think that the
entire problem should receive a thorough consideration especially
in the face of the development in other countries where the
sphnmﬁ of the movement is taking place, and it is a problem that
we will have to face in America just as well as in Europe.

The Situation in Turkey

Orhan:

(Turkey)

Comrades, you have read in the papers about the mass
arrests of communisis in Asia Minor and about the dissolution
of the workers’ Union of Turkey, in Constantinople. In order
that you may well understand the significance of this new turn
in the policy of the Kemalists and of these recent persecutions
in particular, 1 find it necessary to inform the Congress of the

eneral activities of the Comumunist Party of Angora and of
nstantinople as well as the policies of the Nationalist Govern-
ment.

The Turkish Communist Party was formed at the time
when the bourgeois nationalist government, initiated by the
workers and peasants, took a position detrimental to the vital
interests of the toiling masses. The Turkish Communist Party
therelore, at the time of its formation, found itself faced by two
enemies: imperialism and bourgeois nationalism. The Party,
considering (hat the siruggle against imperialism, our greatest
enemy, was of world wide i rtance, decided to support the

overnment so long as it fought imperialism, while demanding
emocratic reforms for workers and peasants and f(rying to
organise them. These decisions were in conformity with the
resolutions of the Second Congress concerning nationalist and
colonial questions. The Party i?s not changed this policy from
the time of its formation until the present. As proof of this,
1 might refer to the proclamation issued by the Party to the ann(.
and fo the workers and peasants, summoning them to the struggle
for the final victory. In another Party proclamation addressed to
the Greek army and working masses, the latter were inyited to
rise and fo disorganise their army, which was fighting only for
the Greek bourgeoisie and British imperialism.

Still another proclamation was issued by the Party calling
upon the people of Constantnople fo form a united front against
reaction and imperialism, and not to allow the Sultan to escape
but bring him before the supreme tribunal of the people.

The Home and Foreign Policies of the Government.

The Government of the Great National Assembly, born
out of the strlgfgle for independence and ploclaming that it is
fully for the ‘“National Pact” and against imperialism, has shown
during the last three years by its conduct, that its policy has been
one of betrayal. The following facts are imstructive in this
respect: .
1) When their relations with the Soviet Government were
just started, the representatives sent by the government to

oscow stated that there was a large Communist Party in Turkey,
that this Puty had a numerous following amog the peasants, and
:pﬁat peasants’ soviets were already functioning in several loca-
ities.
. 2) In the first period of its existence, trying to deceive
Soviet Russia, the government formed the name of the

Army, a would-be Bolshevik Party comsisting exclusively
of eois elements.

, 3) Afier the arrival of the first soviet or at
o1 By resmatader of the St A7 high ol
rmy, governmen

Is, and intellectuals. .
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4) The delegation sent by the goverment to the London
Conference, to please the imperialist Eowers announced in all
the European capitals through which it was passing that a
score of Communists, among whom were our brave Com-
rades Soubhi and Ehden Nejat, had been slaughtered and that
they were going to put an end to all the other imprisoned
comrades, so that the plague of Bolshevism would no more infest
the country.

5) !l‘h«- agreement with the French in 1921 proves that the
government is betrazmg the Fast, and that it has given away
the ““ National Pact.

6) Finally, we have the recent persecution direcled against
the Communist {’arty and the Turkish Labourers’ Union, coinci-
ding with the convocation of the lausanne Conference.

As (o its home policy, the activity of the Angora govern-
ment consisted in checking all free activity on the part of all
parties and groups favoring democratic reforms, in annihilating
all opposition before it had time to crystalise, and in deceiving
the people by solemn promises. This policy has found 1ts concrete
expression in the following facts:

1) The government sirangled the ‘ People’s League,”
which had been formed within the great National Assembly
and which advocated a program of extensive reforms.

2) It rejected the electoral system of occupational re-
presentation proposed in the original draft of the constitution.

3) In order to stifle the opposition in the Great National
Assembly, the government organised the  Group of Solidarity”;
and, in order to ensure its domination over the masses, it formed
in all parts of Asia Minor, so called Defense of Law and
Order groups composed exclusively of capitalists, landholders
and speculators.

4) In spite of its promises, the govermeni inaugurated
no reforms for the benefit of the working masses. On the
contrary, it prevented by every means the establishment of
working class organisations, and it is crushing the peasants
under an unendurable buren of taxation.

The relations between the Party and the Masses.

The slogans advanced by the Party found an echo among
the masses of wageworkers and exploited masses, of whom the
most enlightened are joing the Party. In spite of the campaigns
of persecution which the government has faunhed against the
Party, the workers and peasants supported it in ever greafer
pumbers. Within a very short time the Party has gained im-
portant victories. During the period of its ac ivity from March
fo October 1922, it did good work of education and propaganda
and advocated also the Red International of Labour Unions
and the Young Communists. Because of its influence on the
masses, the government felt it necessary to put an and to its
activities.

Constantinople.

1 wish to say a few words on the working class movement
in Constantinople, and on th influence of the Corarumist Group
in that city where the government has recently dissolved the
Turkish Laborers’ Union on the ground that it was conductin
communist pr . In Constantinople, the work was mu
harder. Comrades, | need not describe the difficult and tragic
situation of our comrades struggling against the reactiomary
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e dror, e Communst“Group o Contaninogie: working  hasse i cmanan, dspocrae orme o Seac e arp But 0o while ferror ever succeeded In intimidating fhose  Paricipalsd Al this comerence | asked Comt e Raiig the folo
years, has attained great influence among the favorable attitude, the bourgeois nationalists zOVecr?,u,:;,::lE;’; Cao[:;d who are firm in their faith of the inevitable and final victory ‘l::',‘.'.‘fe ui::‘;lna:li;;ogrg':‘::glg‘rfm:)re\d“rc:e'l:'he; &J;u:):‘:: l’IHO(tX’)‘(g

- I ’ : »

of the social revolution. The place of every comrade that is

masses, by forming nuclei within the factories, workshops, and stantly persecuted the Pa
imprisoned or shot is taken by hundreds of comrades arising

everywhere where there are workers, by publishing legal and uation to stam —and to the question as (o the number of members in the

Y, and today we witness is determ,.

Mlegal pamphlets, magazines, manifestoe out the movement of revoluti ; i i
al p , , 8 and leaflets, and b utionary communigm, : g ; ] Party the answer was 29,000. And in answer to last question:
distributing communist publications which ey iaie L ] Y 1t is truly strange that the government, in its blind fu from the exploited proletarian ranks, who will continue to fight H()wyl e Pavine 000 ) ﬂ')“?' q
from other o y receive regularly  against Communism, should act thi ry for freedom with increased vigour. 8 it possible, havin i members in the party you are
(‘w.r communist organisations. somet wher ai th'c e islt ‘m I8 manner at the very c d he Thi 1 . | d " it unable to influence the Union, Comrade Kolnig ranhl{y stated
t is obviously not possible for me to tell you all that the for the complet | rerialist forces are acting in coalition Comrades, the ird International considers it as its "o onision reigns among the communists”. My reply
Constantinople Communist Group 18 doing. However, 10 give  greatest n Of ;-‘"\ }wmem of Turkey, and when it is essential duty to do everything in its power to rescue you from was: “If confusion was so great within the party, then it was
y)uu an example of the nature of jts activity, | might meption  entire world pml‘:a"‘a‘[’ul’&;}rt of the working masses and the the hands o your hangmen, . necessary to clcar your own ranks before attem ting to eradicate
that in July it called a conterence of the most important workin 6 o { clariat. ut the counter blows that are bound Long live the World Revolution! conlusion amongst the non-party members of tllne Union ”,
class organisations in Constantinople in order 1o for U 5 ome trom the working masses themselves, and from the world Long live the faithful Communists of Turkey! . ;
Front fos o form a Unite proletariat who have sy orted i : . "t . Although in comparison with the general workers' move-
gainst the general offensive of capital But the 1 s fp(’ t during the three years of Long live the Third Internationall Ly g A
national Workers' F'mon which we hia F » u e lnter-  struggle, will make 11 real se (he magnitude of the heinous ] Long live Soviet Russial ment of (iermany the strength of the Union is not very great,
X6 the mosl Sliascomsiie Lot : considered until then  commiited by them. oHS <rime counting 150,000 members only—however, 120,000 of these are
aty, sabotaged this attempf de(‘l:g' Cats}? organisation in that . Caumrades, the Turkish delegation proposes to the F | mine workers of the Ruhr Basin, a force not to be ignored, but
Was pt. ring e working class  Congress of the Communist | : € Tourth - which should be reckoned with. The Profintern and the Comintern
not yet prepared, and that it must first be ed / nternational to send, on behalf OZOVSKY - : : : - :
said, however, that lt‘was the leaders who swe ul‘l:a'*‘d. “t; %f (:‘l(‘ world proletariat, an open letter to the Ioilin'g )eopleu(f ‘ N JAN WUCEBS (D solvmg the ocoflict which has just arisen
S ' re really opposec urkey | S A : , D : : o $ G L
and that unity will be achieved through action. We nlsol Sgded the Iryea f:ngu:shmg LT The dictatorship of lmpena{mm and Coaitages, The disussion which took plsce ymllerday betvr;et;n lhe'(l(m»:iml!:lybl al?y (l)’f olliel:l':any Py lt'ihe' Illjm(:.i“ ?el(li t:)le
that 1f we did not establish the United Front the bo o oo reacherous national government, and to the imprisoned following my report proves to us above all, that we agree in  resclutions introduc : y the b'r rn were hnally adop y
would crush one by one all labour organisations (,0‘:"5%?‘;1:"'@' :)Om;ddes who in their dungeons courageously await the imminent 4 substance and principle. Howeer, certain diiferences pres nt the Congress of the Union. T
events amply proved that we were right o q reaking of the dawn. Here is the text of tge proposed letter: themselves as regards form and method of practical work of the Comrade Heckert puts the following question: How can we
The N To the Communists and he W Communists in trade unions. In this respect, it seems to me, organize the workers who are leaving the trade unions? It we
e New orientation of the Government und i Ferspictives, e Cor sts and to the Warkmg Masses of Turkey. that some ol_ the comrades expfess«_i themselves incorrectly, | took up this work, this fact alone would have ¢aused a split. |
In summing up the new orientation of Kemalism, we may The Fourth Congress of the Third International, held shall begin with Comrade Heckert’s objection. think that this question needs careful consideration. Take for

example the Union of Agricultural Workers of Germany. This

say that the imperialist bourgeoisie which contemporaneously with the F fth i : : g ; bl 1
. at the Londor J ¢ Fifth Anniversary of the great Pro. I pointed out in my speech that in Germany certain in-
(Unft'r}en(e was full of hatred against imperiahsm, a"““p«':lm] ;ﬂgrm} Revolution, sends its warmest greeuzgs to ”i ‘::,,.L::.lq cidents (?cocurred when ozr mradm acted unwizely and the Union comprises perhaps more than 500,000 members. During the
"'r‘]’“' 'l"' P‘Jss{hll"y of getting its share in the exploitation o% al”ru pt]as?ms of Turkey, wishing them success in their heroic results of their actions had a detrimental efiect upon the Commu-  course of two years it lost from 200,000 (o 300,000 men\k’ﬁ(S‘ T'he
w:d;nrmg :nasses of Turkey, has changed its policy of relentless L’Hé‘ or (;ndcpepdence against Western imperialism. nist movement. | will give two examples. The Umon of Hand fulln\‘wng allernative cnnh:onlsl us:‘[nher we remain pﬁss;‘:e, 0{
lnndone (Ilr:);?feﬂ Pohcyh of concessions and treason. Since the rewlum(:::a movimenrkey! you have given a live example of a and Brain Workers and e Union of Agricalingsl Worke:s, “;e ot I?ﬂ”y Olf (m'ml‘myhbhoulldilu:il:e U ni?n;'s‘:\ t: wem:o
re ) 0 i : p .
revolutionary “nlc: h:r rtm:arlézlslzll,ls:haf“:l;)rgf\OISIe |s( no longer 4 4 the goml’l‘;}msxu‘:ﬁw‘:d:‘f:ﬁl}:'?g::j l(;, the entire Feast and We fully agree with our comrades, the members of the (t;, (;Zg,ﬁf:;'ci,"ﬁ, 'g:, ;v;))hr"hr,sg X,Q”,»rgéi lcjm‘o,,em(,vmmt lem the
desirous of obtaining at the Lausanne (i« e{* e T ECEREL, But the latest events show,tlga( th Bl g German Commumist Party, that all is not well in the Union. What ¢, 4 thay we are organizing those elements which are leaving the
ditions for itself, and for the injerests )Zfl r(;l;(eb,ff‘;:,ahl: e %&'Prnmcm intends to usurp the fruits ;i b’(;ll:rgeg,‘s islimiating is the U'nion of Hand and Brain Workers? It is an organisation  Trade Unions¥ OF course not. If we fail 1o organize these workers
which ;' represents, 1s preparing to make concetsxnn:r%:f‘JA|;: sk f‘e of Jour remendous sacrificea o won e ¥ Slyndncahst, (,ommunt:st,k andd o I:arty e:g ENRINES S SR SR
ational Dac s : ; 4 : ar orkers w ) . —
nAHNeNAT pact at the expense of the torling masses. to term ‘hewl:f“ﬁnahst gevernment of Angora is ready to come Eﬁ:‘:.dﬁa:\zﬁlgiﬁ:ﬂg uand%;:?a'ng!lfllg‘yol ggll:vlhe ﬂ‘:,eortlical and For we Marxists, organization is not_the end, but a means
l'he (eneral Offensive of Capital. and he ) , Oblamedb § l lh ‘e imperialists at the price of some concessions ctical side of Communism, but who are at the same time, 10 achieve our end. We are fighting for unity in the trade union
As you see the -af (,‘ and the policy of Represswons. mauguratc(()jr "t".: l:‘nehr]of the big bourgeoisie of Turkey. It Exrcaellem fi hting revolutionists. It is evident thcn, that our forms ~ movement, but we cannot sacrifice the organization of hundreds
: . N " : ) . then, ) Ppddlitnc
the general offensive of nc‘i;',',-f,“;;ve;"‘im: (:;ld not keep out of 44 suppressin al\'v ﬁg‘?r lz .d‘s‘t"o“’ the Communist Part and methods of action as regards this organisation should differ ~©f thousands of workers for the sake of abstract principles.
the communists. At the o cessim ot e proletariat and  pppeqistng maﬁreatn e moooons, by making  wholesale from methods applied to an orgamsation directly connected with 1 shall pass on to France now. Some of the comrades will
tdemited. the  exoruy ey oPEress, when  Sappressinysoned comrades in barbarous the Communist Blny' say that Comrade lauridan’s speech is a call 1o arms against syn-

comrade Clara Zetkin cond 3 fashion, and finall o . :
2 Cirecce, 6 jxecution of comimunists Y by suppressing the Turkish Labourers’ Union dicalism. I do not share this point of view. His speech is worthy

in laly, Poland, Roumania, Greece, La at Constantinople i ithi >
’ , . Lat , ople. le and confusion within the Commu- ot & :
m receipt of the telegram which mfom:;: (::: .U;ve'hwelt'; ::]laready The Turkish Communist Part ha ist pxthmwewfal:l:?ermugeii;ive Party measures against it, of a ol a communist. Comrade Lauridan related to us common or-
repressions carried on by the government of Musts b paous  bourgeois nationalist governmenf j ytb S iways supporied the ﬂisd linay and a llytical character. When we have confusion dinary things, but things that every communist should know. We
dgainst the Communist Party of ukey. We Cﬂnnorij:spcr.ll-gkt‘;m]’ masscs against imperialism The ﬂrki;hsgugme 9f‘ }Elc toiling in a pnon arty orgapn?sation then it becomcs necessary for us to  agree with him that communists should remain communists, at all
repressions g ‘ €3¢ gent § ommunist Party con. N : e cats i ther in trade umons, Co-operatives*-and not act sepa-
I ions otherwise than barbarous, because police-officers ed even, m face of the common enemy, {0 make k‘mgorary conduct an educational political, and organisational work so as to :'lantﬁ? ;hfn(;:‘:i(malg, k?ul Sll‘(li)llld be [I;uided 5 4 mnidkt (‘()l]eclled

armed with razors and : concessions in jt . % I : | :
I'he govenm Sl e R jortured their prisoners. '8 Program and its ideal . ml? these Bon-Facy A o by Conmins S communist will. First of all, did the Communist Party of France
g ent  of Muslapha h(‘m.‘l[ B “I view of th s consciousness. 1 ;
wholesale arrests, has accused our Impris« ::1 ‘?rr‘”:fz go- towards the Comm it ffda’ the attitude of the government . - . have a Trade Union policy? It had resolutions upon the Trade
espionage on behalf of Soviel Ruces é isoned comrades of EeveRIEt fo § unist Party demonstrates the desire of the Our difference with Comrade Heckert is not whether the (15,4 questions, but it had no Trade Union policy whatsoever,
treason. The arresis are stll por .oan ‘mnzequemlv of ign Sworking clus :msh all the €onscious representatives of the work to raise the consciousness of the proletarian masses to the  {, he reason that it lacked collective influence and will to carry
wews received. Over 200 mmrafies f;;“n. la« ct()!r‘ Ing 10 the latest the de';gmcm‘s anf the peasaniry who will insist on realisation of Communist level is necessary or not, but merely as to forms and ¢ (his Trade Union policy. Our desire is that our practical
and even at Constantmople the Turk ¢ already been HTprisoned, obtain i¢ relorms which were solemnly pledged in order (o methods of action. The criticism of our German communisis slogans, our decisions as to methods of class struggle, be accepted
been suppressed and the (OI;mul:,r,g:Sh Labeurers’ Unjon has a real L‘O)Ll,r_ aid, and also in order t0 make the appearance of directed against the Union is in the main correct—the Union in by Communists.
other country was there so large a 1 iy tare persecuted. In no OIS government at the Lausanne Conference. fact is a confused organization, but the steps taken by our And for this p )se there must be unanimity among them
fime of peace. B Be 4 number of arrests made in The bourgeois government of Turk : German comrades in connection with the Union were incorrect . or this purp )
the .M,r{w':;ea ;” "“'w”h*‘“;]’d“‘g the repressions and terrorism,  Commut against you and your reprmlg"e{' axs thﬁ audacity to because they tended to drive away the best revolutionary elements  €ven if there are only |h|ree of lhem.logelher. . n | a{mved
om fherr enemcs 1Ryecared o distnguish their  ar oy such crimes that i at St. Fuenne I put the followiag question to our Communist com-
o 4 5 o ouse the indignation of ih : from the Communist Party. A conference of the Party and Trade
11'1:f(r‘?3:‘¢:jndds~fmm their enemies, have rallied to their Party with  Russian rolelgriat which ¢ ernl(l’reedworld proletariat led by the U:)nl'l(lm workers which :(!)-'oyk place in Berlin is quite characteristic ~rades: How can the fact be explalned that three or four thousand
i h ‘e‘\nrum In proot of this we Mmay mention the follo- sacrifice during the most grudged no material or moral of thi fact. anarchists can exert a greater influence in ;he trade union move-
wing -lw ;u;;trs: , ' and capitalist )O‘”?rsozsm:i?lg(g,nﬁ:,o:éawmf lJl"t'be imperialist 8 very Ruhr District during th flict bet the mi ment than the Communist L’_arly nunﬂlﬁegbng l(I),()Q()l r;\cﬂ‘bera
clory, The mw conmOWAIS work ' ! ‘ use for the purpose of - In the r District during the con ween he mMiNers  [jqeq it signify that one anarchist is wo communists is is
ammunition factory, the non-rummumstb w«:;i—:r:s jcn::]n::&go:;i ’ ranglﬂi ‘nh:u:)omlng People of 1urkey. and the employers, the old Un?on proposed to warn the for- )y pos:;gll?l‘ey when Communists refuse to carg on communist
reason for these arrests. On being fold that our comrades were  standing with “?: :3: fﬁvfr‘“mm" i preparation for an under. mer of the coming strike two weeks ahead. Each individual worker i ‘and when each individual communist considers himself inde-
arrested for being communists, they declared: Since you arrests  representatives and perialists, endeavours 1o destroy vour true had to hand in notice of the strike. This was a round-about way ndent of his Party. If a Communist fails to be aggressive, then
‘Lf2<r:(: who defend the interests of the proletariat, you arrest us too The Fourth (l(; separate them from their friends abroad. of acting, but it was possible fo bring some pressure thereby E: is not a Communist. | do not mean aggression in words, but
‘:n | NOW We were not communists, but now we have become protess Gferoaly & :gressh of the Communist International upon the employers. Acting in this manner the Reformist Union aggression in deeds, in actual struggle against the bourgeoisie. A
onmlur’ns.(,.”:;)o | ' as its duty fo so{emfl uu;‘tmtdlas’mba;barou:act, and considers it ic;:fuhted that ttl;h: thre':)t of thehstnke wo:xt[cli]ghavedyato 23?::::% Communist shc[)uld alway]a b}fam the v:'ngzg‘gt_ T“; ?g;'ﬁﬁsmmwg
2 prociamauon of protest p o " 3 readiness to su uence upon em ers, who were getting rea i d not signify to mere ve a party —it signi
calling upon workers 1o rally 10 ‘,he (im:r%::::: !t’}:rst brutai act, gff’va'mmrntdor pomxca( party that will refuse to Playp?l)t:‘ p.anr{ upon the nnsses.po But t {Jni,om'sls declared that these tactics were goi??m convg::lﬁ({n in the c{)rredness of the Communist programme
portec by the majority of the workers preseut. A fl b e gendarme of imperialism, which will continually fight unacceptable to them. Such tactics are opportuniet they declared, 5.4 (actics.
and the poiice had to work hard to restore wrder scullle occured, :gams' imperialism and reaction and which will realise th{ deglo- we recognise exclusively, revolutionary methods of struggle an It is true, that in the organs of the Communist Party,
3 L)un:j the arrests among the ieasant or anisatio Vront:jc t;zfo?:,s for the benefit of the toiling masses of Turkey, refuse to send notices to the employers. anarcho-Syndicalists published ariicles directed against the Co-
the latter offered formidable resistance. . s general staff %?’321? comrades, the Third International—the The Party declared itself against the tactics of the Unionis mintern, Profintern, and even against the Communist Party of
gn mperaham ohle, B SO ol the comby consclons sy id. proletariat—affectionatel i i i in definite st France? You will admit that it was so. Is it true, that the anarcho-
of foreign imperialism and th P ¢ combined terror ®alutes as the most conscious and most dev hesd 4 stating that the Reformists are making a certain definite step, a rance? You w ] o
BiSts remamﬂrea! their :‘?)sts‘ € native bourgeoisie, the Commu.  of the toiling masses of Turke oled representatives advising them to do the BL Sue vt o mkag}t ne:r - nd|$lal(l§)t. cond t Plr'tbye;r rop:gantd‘ thlroc‘tl)gu‘;dttieleo;lmsre(:is Oef
. 3 t this step is insufficient; more radical and re- renc mmunis es, it 1s true.
Remember, comrades, that the loom of dungeons has e moskerg thuon’ep le against capital are — es. Is it true that a bloc existed between some of the
( never yet obscured th volutionary measures of struggle ag: necessary ) '
iy o sua of the revalution. i i Union of dicalist and members of the Communist Party? (Lau-
Comrades, from what | have j Remember, ¢ d at the same time, if you refuse to give notice as the Union anarcho-syndicalis b g rzm -
Communist Part - Y© Just said, you can see that the the revolut;  comrades, that on the eve of the victory of Mine Workers propose, the reformist workers will say that you riden: A ‘secret “agreement” was signed.) Yes, it is fi
arty of Turkey and the Constantinople p ; ution, the impotence of the ruling class manifests f(self merel ti and refuse to cooperate Communists, together with the Anarcho-Syndicalists, signed a
fasaton are carring out the instructions of lhz Ca:l?n{; Or; g increased ferocity. This is what we are witnessing n?w. ;y::m !.l'l‘lhe ')' o 1&"‘3 on“‘:'m g g A Pﬂ’“‘ . How did the C o L B e
.:lowlnl"“‘m“' and have always supported the national liberalt]j:n t ?1‘1"’].'"“ breaks down under the weight of its inherent con action governed by abstract and internal principles, and publication of this agreemen? In what manner was this agreement
v t- Cousidering the general situation, racictions, when the shock of imperiahst conflicts has reached ot hymel. made public? The Central Executive Oommiﬂee‘d the Party failed

they have epemt s highest poiut, that the international bourgeoisie redoubles its

f‘
, v -
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fo take any measures to hold those Communistq respousible who
secretly concluded an aggrecment directed against Communism develo,

and the Communist Party.

Neither the Trade Union Commission nor the Central Com-
mittee took any measures agaiust those members of the Party
who had signed the anti-Communis{ agreement, | emphasize the
fact that this is abnormal. It is immaterial whether Left or
Right or any other comrades fail to fulfill their obligations — the

responsibility falls upon all.

One can state the fact, at the present time, that the Party ag
a whole does not exert the influence in the Trade Union move-
ment of France, corresponding to its strength. If unity of action
existed in the Communist Party then its influence would have

been ten times as great.

I wish to refer to another, perhaps a delicate question. Prior

1o the St. Etienne Congress | read an article written by Comrade
Frossard, in which he wrote among other things, that “In the
Trade Union Movement we follow “the fine tradifion of Jean
daurés." We all deeply honour the memory of Jean Jaurés " but
18 traditions nevertheless, are not Communist™ traditions. Ope
can say this without d:shonourmg his memory. Jaurés was one of
e Second International. He paid

with his life for his convictions, But our respect for him should
not compel us to assert that all that he diﬁu praiseworthy.

the most prominent leadets of t

No. The tactics of Jaurés are absolutel inapplicable to the Com-

munists, to the Communists Party. i the Communis Parties
were to be guided by traditions_ then very little would have
been accomplished. There are useful traditions which should be

reckoned with and foolish traditions which should be cast aside.

The French Trade Union movement has various traditions,
The traditions of the industrial proletariat of northern France are
quite different from those of tlfe small artisans of Paris. The
strength of the industrial districts 1 ]
Trade Union movement g interconnected ‘with the political move-
ment. And if one is to consider traditions then | would give the
preference 1o the traditions of northern France.

In conclusion, The Communist Party of France during the
whole of 1tg latter period, has not faken a definite stand of it; own,

syndicalists, should keep in mind that they themselves-are auto-
Bomous and independent, and should have ‘the courage fo express
their own ideas without regard to the syndicalists.

I shall pass on to Italy —to the speech of Comrade Tasca.
Comrade Tasca drew a very sad picture and referred even to Bern-
stemn and his Reformism. What Blcts In my report served as ma-
terial for the mourniul picture as drawn by Comrade Tasca? What
frightened him? g my expression that it ig impassible to bend
life to theses, but that one must write theses in conformity with

The reformists state that it is ible 10 reach the goal
withou a revolution, we say however, tmn the basis of the dail
struggle we shall succeed in organizing a fighting army which wiI;

ain victory over the bourgeoisie nndg will achieve our final aim:

ﬂ,mded by the various stages of development of each country in

€ tactics we adopt to reach our final goal. The special develop-
ment of each country should be taken in
ding tactics applied.

Putting the question thus, is pot e wivalent to Bernstein’s
refusal to attain the bnal aim Therfore the1ears of Comrade Tasca
are unfounded. At the given moment we have strong reformist
umons which are in need of great educational work in order
to change the ideology of the working masses. Before we attain
our goal we must overcome obstacles and historical difficulties.
These difficulties consist tn the abnormal relations between

some of the Communist Partes and the Trade unions arising on
the basis of the traditions of l‘arhamentary Socialism etc.
What 1s the essence of the 20th paragraph of my theses?

It is stated there that in the counries pubeg;e F:be Partyy is not
sufficiently strong and where internal struggle exists, it is esgential
di umions and the Party

] at the given moment.
n France, as is well known, a § ndicalist Party wa
lormed within the Trade Unions. Our luky is to unite lh):e bes?
elements of ‘he present Commumisy Party and the Trade Unions.

happens the Comm
determine the pri

on the existin
and the party

country or anot
of forces and relations between the trade
organizations i
to state the real fa

Comrade Tasca said in hi
more than a bureau for
become a cen

s speech that the Profintern s p,,

4 and if it should desire | > though less than in France, there is a con-
cation of the International revulu.l Czecho-Slovakia, g

t, it will thereby precipitate a spl

tre for the unifi
union movemen
trade union movement

f course, we are also a burea
time we are a
Profintern con
directly allied
within the A

u of propaganda, but at the same
d the distinctive feature of (he
unites revolutionary organizations
revolutionary minorities remaining
unions. The Piroﬁmeru represents
lon enjoying immense moral and trong a
working masses. If we would have ist P he Communists would have had as strong -
i pathetic (o dcé’,'e':?:ﬁ'ns‘u: ‘l’hrzy're}-ornﬂsts. if 50 of our comrades would not have I have, on behalf of the Russian Delegation, to make the

\ s CO
ern, we could be working for a split. remained outside the

N organization, and
sists in that it
to 1t as well ag
msterdam trade
national organizat

ng to bring abo
hall remain within the Amster-
dam trade unj

n favour of the Profintern,

referred to the Factory Council. This 0
ngress and (0 my mind there ditions much lcss
n now. The Factory Council existed before.
represents at present a tremeng

ons and work there |

Comrade Tasca
question was discussed
18 no need to take up
movement in Germany
movement. We shall
it will be dealt with

when should

When we find in

our
Profintern ” |

hether the official organization ig for

carry on revolutionary work within the Trade Unjons. We
reformis{ organizations to action. [In every

ry forms and methods should

ng to our side the broad wor

ty of the Trade Union moy

Some Trade Union or
construction u
with the Profint

be devised for ideological]y
ni masses and thus preserve
n

anizations, however, put a wro A i
Pon our cautions tactics in the qmﬁoupg{ dﬁlhligs the centre will be dealt with most exhaustively. ’
w Nomn.ylraoloe t(ge tzt"e)entl'l(ir%arﬂlazne::-l rades to be careful, for they will encounter many dilficulties, be-

y inclined membe
ndoubtedly not. We decl
mit to the majorit

TS wishes { formally affiliate with us?

and we apply this principle when we are in
ut the majortiy should by no means submit to the

r adherents constitute a majority in a given
de ] nization, it is their duty to bring about a formal
affiliation with ¢

Now we shall . intern and

Federations. N he International Propa difier from the other Internationais in that the Cominter
Committe the r i fmd‘
national scale.
t continues ifs w
endeavouring to alienate as
nizations from its ideol
our political views. We
Federations. When the
to be admitted to

i e 2 B 1 o in each country we
irgt 4 Do s s o 20 s, delerfon pou ou e o polcy o

1 inf] i PPl final victory.

::) me'&d-?ﬁ:mﬁﬁﬁmﬁg&ﬂ for the overthrow of capitalism l:rwnrd : This is not the case.

ulgarian Trade Unions asked o h is not being {
Presidium? This n

the Presidium unanimously accepted.

the International F

returned and were d
sake of avoiding a

8 represent only the Tra

g masees are sohdly behind us, we shall not abstain
& our own international organizations.

i Neurath:
riven out once more. They Chaicmpn
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i e shall deal with is the question of Lozovsky—Russia.

cl!i)munlﬂ.ltl :m o Czcle-SlOVm M.ki..%u:ﬁ(:udn—m wSlovnlcia we have at the presen C‘ cghn: ﬁ“’feﬁim}.y.
wist Party rlec(m“each e of Trade Union orgainzations. The split in Cz ecker ~Cermany
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Report on Workers’ Relief
(By Minzenberg)

England’s military su

Comrades, | have divided m report info two
devote a few minutes to our past
rest ol the time with the second
Economic Relief.

port of the Russian interventionists, the
the partial support of
large masses of un-
ich forced France

amine Relief, a

part of my report, with the e Comintern and

. nion International and the
organised workers created such a senfimen{ w
ive up some of her plans against Sovi
wel known, at the first news of the famin
an extensive plan for armed intervention i
of the masses and the change of public opinion
the famished forced even such reactionary governmer
to vote funds for the relief of the famine.
Our second political task in this cam
about by our differences with the Second a
Internationals and their affiliated unions.
mass manifestations,
and Half Internationals,
affiliated Parties declared
n for the benefit of the starving Rus
en the pressure from t
leaders changed their course
catastrophe as propaganda against Soviet Russia.
campaign began in all Socia
dominant tone was ”:
Bolshevism lead to!
to recall the words of Wels at th
Democracy. ~He declared;

I will not spend any time on the causes, the
the course of the lamine.
too well known 0 most of the Delegates.
opimion reported on last year's famine in Russia which Lenin
reatest hardship in the reconstruction of
ices to say that 40 mullion

directly ailected by the famine and that about 3 million
died ol starvation.

magnitude, an These facts are only

Every organ of public ¢, France had prepared

characterised as the

in favour of
Soviet Russia.

1ts as France

n was brought
wo and a Half
Forced by spontaneous
the official leaders of the Second and Two
the adherent Trade Unions and the
our of a large reliet
A few months
he masses became less urgent the
and attempted to use the famine

vanquished and

inally overcome not so much by foreign relief,
nor by tle bour

geois or workers' organisations, but by Sovie
I had promised myself to quote no figures, but 1 will
s in this matier because public opinion is abso-
uninfrrmed of the actual work of relief done t0 overcome
~overnmental, Red Cross, A.RA.
3 mullion poods of
ust 1922; duning the same time Russia
ion poods 8f food and 31 million of
All the foreign countries,
d not accomplish one sixth of what tamished
Russia hersell did to combat the fam
ave birth to a manifestation of labour solidarit such
ad never seen in the history of the Socialist movement
pontaneously, before any organisation,
had made direct appeal 10 the workers.

Austrian and Dutch workers responded to the first call
The campaign spread to all countries. to
to North and South America, fo
all responded to the call for relief.

ed undimished for a year ;
manifestations of solidarity towards
In England and especially in Holland
class women gave up their last jewels,
for the starving Russians; children
g boxes, sold their pencils and their co
prisoners gave up their muserly pay for the relief of (
slaning Russians,

No action in the past decade

e two gure themselves in fav
All the fc eign,
Nansen, Quaker and Workers' Relief sent 3
rain to Russia until .
ersell gathered 165 mil
sowing seeds; altogether 196 millions.
all foreign relief

| Democratic newspapers whose
Now you can see where Communism, where
It is a return to barbarism!
e last Congress of the Social
“What 1s Bolshevism?
talism throught cannibalism”.
e Social Democratic papers for months. This made
hecessary a counter campaign on the part of the Comumunist
Party to show the true causes of the famine Those
he were not the Bolsheviks, but those who had
e and given their support to
ress only partly

The famine on the

This was the pro-
['he action beoan s

for the catastro

with large collections. prevented the |
vented the h

well as 1o India,
every Furopean country;

I'he campaign last
fo a great many touching
the Russian working class.
a great number of working
even their wedding rings,
emptied their savin

] ting of the blockad
military interventions against Rus
came up to this task.
press conducted a much wider and mo
against Russia than the Communists for

Comrades, this was the
famine relief campaign.
imterest of the lar

re intensive campaign

reat political significance of the
is campaign which awakened the
ge masses of the working classes in Soviet
mean of public discussion of the famine on the Volga
ganda explaining the
that the present
rings which the
rest of its revo-

course of the Russian Revolu
famine was one link in the long chain of su
roletariat had to undergo in the inte
_Everywhere where our committees and Parties haye
done this, we scored many political successes.
recall the case of America a

Bas Bizo ao popilas, of tion and showin
large masses of the proletariat as the campaign for
I will not bore you with hgures; only allow me
0 read 10 you these few lines from the repo
“ Whenever any one celebrated a marria
whenever anyone was buried,
happened. the starving
have been recorde
and used the mon

rt from Bulgaria: 3
ge, or child-birth, 1 only wiss_te

nd Japan, two very typical countries.
n tor the famine relief enabled us for the first {ime
anda among the Trade Union wor-

10 unite these workers in a relief

Russians were remembered. Many cases
d when women gave up rehgious observances
cy thereby saved, for the Russian relief.
gave up smoking lor weeks, others did not shave
pened that comrades sacrificed several mealg a mo:
10 the help of their Russian brothers .

lhese are small individual manifestations.
as 1 proot that this action affected the broadest
masscs and awakened and increased the int

ommunist propa
kers of North America, an
action under the control of the Commu
thing happened,
created, consisting
Unions, and even o
together and were controlled secretl
In this way we were able to bring
masses the questions of Soviet Russia
I will be brief, but 1 would like
fact of importauce in this connection,
the famine campaign in Russia kerself.
sations attempted to use the catastrophe against Soviet Russia
not only abroad, but they also attempted 10 incite the workers
and peasants of Seviet Russia against the Soviet
plotted for 1ts overthrow.
A.R.A. distributed a leaflet which read:
bourgeoisie are helpin
thrown you into this
Irade Union International
famuine districts where they attempted
workers over {0 the Amsterdam International.
gave over our distribution apparatus and es
hospital stations in Samara, in Saratov, in Ore
Ural, and in the Crimea, to the Soviet
o put a stop to this exploitation of Ryss
ime, and we gave the
we could afford to bring to the suff
vernmenis in the name of the Commumist In
peasants and workers naturally de not stand on the same
instance, the members of this Fourth
the Comintern. This
nd Till then they ha
the Congress reports in the form of

e associations
organisations, Trade
a bourgeois Womens' League which acted
by the Communist Party.
the first time before the
, proletarian revolution, etc.
to mention another political
that is the question of
The bourgeois organi-

rimarily of workers

I quote them
non-comumunist
erest 1n and solidarity

in his report
was one of the most remarkable camr

\ paigns in the past years.
18 indisputably true s .

that almost all Communist Parties and groups
wiih very few exceptions took part in this action and helped to
fdne it 'a success. At the same time it must be stated in this con-
section that many comrades 0ok
the campaign.

overnment and
ate of soup the
e the Auerican
you after the Bolshevik regime has
For several months
several delegates

quite a difierent attitude towards

: who saw in this
campaign nothing bur a philanthropic charitable action and acted

could be more false than
e pending economic action,
an action of a purly philan-

fliers sgere: gren Together with ever

bel.eve that pothi
fo se¢ 1n the past campaign and
nothing but a charible collection,

ightful situation. ”

lhe past relief cam
accomplish, which was only
first began 1o ca g
they were forced
ununcdiate results when the famine broke out?
number of bourgeois
attacks against

1920 the world rang with the sword
olish and French militaris

paign had a great political task to
partly done because the Communists
1gn on the necessary scale only
the masses. What were the
The immediate

overnment in order
) s misery against the
iece of bread or meat which
ering peasants and workers
These Russian

rry on the cam

attempted to increase their
September and ()tober
ratthng of P
English workers »
from pursuing the

plane, as for
World Congress of
simple form in their mi
Comiintern only through
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rere able to prevent the English
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lutions of the Western workers in favour of Soviet Russia.
m the first time they felt the presence of the Comintern in
flesh and blood. They saw practical action in their support. In
this way the famine relief produced positive political results for
the Comintern in Russian also. Comrades allow me a few more
words on the relief work itself. This is also known to most of ,
the “delegates here through our constant reports. Under advice
of the Executive, we attempted to form a United Front of the
workers on the famine relief. We entered into negotiations with
Jeaders of the Second and Two and a Half and Trade Union
Internationals, we had two common conferences in Berlin, which
had no positive results. Only in Italy and Czecho-Slovakia were
we able to create a temporary committee of representatives from
various parties, Trade Unions and cooperatives. However, a few
months later the committee broke up when it came fo the
uestion of the disposal of the collected funds. The Czecho-
lovak Social Democrats wanted to give those funds over to
Amsterdam. ) -
Two great organisations took part in the workers’ relief
for the Russian famine, the Trade Union International and the
Communist International. Allow me a word on the work of the
Amsterdam International. The work of the Trade Union Infer-
national found support in all the Social-Democratic parties and the
etill existing independent centrist parties. Under pressure of the
spontaneous manifestation of the will of the masses to come to
tgg‘help of Soviet Russia, the Amsierdam Bureau used very
pointed and wise language. .
Manifestoes were published in the papers saying ‘‘Wor-
kers, help Soviet Russia; if Soviet Russia falls misfortune will
fall upon all Europe!” These manifestoes were 1ﬁnore¢ by the
Centrist and other social democratic organs. As the agitation 11
the Press continued, the Amsterdam Trade Union International
took the matter up, and now, after a year and a half, we can
regard the work as established. The (rade unions and the socn?l
democrats have contributed nccordm& to the audit of April 1922,
altogether 1.400.000 Dutch gulden. With this sum 40.000 children
have been fed for several months and about 50,000 railway
workers have received rations.

The aid of the International Co-operators has not been
eo great,sas only the Czecho-Slovakian and Italian co-operatives
have sent substantial shipments of clothing etc.

Now a few words with regard to the action of the Commu-
nist International. After the plan to form a powerful united
front of working class unions and parties against the Russian
Famine was wrecked, the Communist Party endeavoured (o
win support from as large a number as possible of the ‘workers
in the factories and the unions. This has been done in many
countries with great success. For example, in SwiiZerland, in
Holland, in Scandinavia, and also, to some extent in America.
Large groups of sympathisers and considerable numbers of in-
differeni workers, were won over to the cause of famine relief
through the activity of the Communist committees and parties.

The material results of this work were unexpectedly good.
When we initiated fe campaign, none of us would have thought
it possible to amass such great sums as those which have been
collected. You have heard, in the report of comrade Fberlein,
how weak from a organisation_ point of view, the parties in the
Western countries still are. To this we must add severe un-
employment in Amerika, England, Switzerland, and Norway
which materially hampered our activities, while in Austria an
Germany, as a result of the continually rising cost of living,
the position of the workers was thereby so impoverished that 1t
was difficult even for the best of communists, to request fur-
ther sacrifices of these comrades. _ ‘

Altogether, the activity of the communist relief committees
in goods, money, and valuables, realised over 2% million dollars.

To illustrate the magnitude of this result, I would like
fo make a comparison. In Switzerland 250000 trade unionists
and social democrats, who organised a special umﬁmgn of their
own, collected only 80.000 Swiss francs. On the other hand, the
Swiss relief committee of the Communist Party, which had only
a few thousand members, collected 540.000 Swiss francs

Applause). These are figures which tell us distinctly that the

unist committees have been able to penetrate into many
sections of the masses which were hitherto indifferent, and to
obtain from them financial support. . fonsl. with

1 said just now that the Amsterdam International, wi
over twenty ,u:l‘xillion members, collected 1,400,000 Dutch
gulden. The Relief Committees of the little Communist Party
of Holland, up till about a fortnight ago, collected half a million
Duich gulden. I believe that the Dutch Party has only four or
five thousand members. And these have raised about “half a
million gulden, while the Amsterdam International with its
22 million members, up to the 15th March, had only raised

1,400,000 gulden. 1 believe that these figures show that it was
possible to obtain good results when the Communist Parties
These figures also show the
goodwill and self-sacrificing spirit of large sections of the
working class.

With the 2% million dollars, about 30.000 tons of food-
stufis and other relief material were sent
relief work started in Russia in November. t
first relief {rains arrived in Kazan and other parts of the famine
I will not detain you with figures especially as some of
our comrades, working in the famine area, have not compiled
exact statistics, as they forgot to include in their reports o
whom rehef was accorded. But it 1s better to forget to enter
some one in one's statistical report, than to forget to aid him,
as has been the case, | believe, by certain bourgeois organi-
During the famine months, we gave full relief to about
from 200.000 to 220.000 people,
rations to railway workers and other workers in different ne
resent the famine relief continues still in
We liave taken over some

conducted a skilful agitation.

In December the

cessary factories.
form of aid to the children.
Children's Homes in the different famine districts, in which at
present 14,000 children are completely supported by us. We have
also equipped a number of these homes.

That which distinguished the relief work of the C. L
from that of the bourgeois philanthropic societies, is that we hav
from the beginning, united the famine relef )
feeding of the hungry—with aid towards the reconstruction of
Russian agriculture and industry which were destroyed in the

- that is, the act

I now come to the second part of my report: the economic
I must now take a brief glance at the past.
n and American workers to render
id through their Communist Parti
ractical economic aid, has shown itself for severa
Already in the autumn of 1919, and still more n_larkedly
in the Spring of 1920, American, Swedish, Norwegian and
rated to Russia and there, with
endeavoured to restore Russian
Most of these experiments have ended in a complete
I am reminded now of the Kolomna affair, so well
About a year ago, and mainly as a
result of the famine relief campaign, an increased determination
to extend economic aid to Russia has shown itself among the
West European, and particularl
In Germany a number of mac
besides tools and agricultural machinery.
operative societies played the most important
aid. They intend to undertake the cultivatiou of 100.000 hectares
In England, in Switzerland, ‘
groups are being formed, for example construction gro
wrsh (o emigrate to Russia with tools and a small capit
tendency is also found in South Africa and is particularly strong
There are several large groups
adhering to the enterprise of the Dutch cngineer Rutgers, who
have established several thousand construction and other workgrs
in fhe Cuznetz Basin, and have taken over mines and land sites

help campaign.
The will of the West Euro
to Russia, not only politica

German workers
idealism a: little ski

remembered 1n Germany.

among the American workers.
nes have been sent to Russia,
In Haly the co-
art in economic

and Czecho-Slovakia

in that country

merica there is the Friends of Soviet Russia, which is
connected with the Comununist International, and which
ready supplied considerable economic help for instance, the
20 tractors which are now at work in the Perm district. In the
United States there is also the Society for Technical Aid fo
Soviet Russia which also sent several tractors fo Russia; this
organisation has several branches and several thousand members.
Then we have Comrade Hillman’ plan which pro
loan of one million dollars for Russia and whic
with the Amalgamated Clothing Workers to found large-scale
clothing factories in Russia.
In the last few days the Russian Oovernment has esta-
blished a special commission, under the control of Comrades
Fiduck and Tartens, which will bring over 8,000 American

:fy of e Communist International
fo define its position with regard to these matters. In America
ple who are interested in these
ps an equal pumber. We must
deal with these things. Perhaps they are pot
be changed info large-scale campaigns for
f the workers in Europe and
ate ¥ Russia, the desire to

has arranged

workers to Russia next Spri
[ believe it is the d

there are at least 20000

in Europe per
know how to
good — then they must
economic help. Among most f
America who are inclined fo efhigr F
aid Russia is mingled with the desire to aid themselves. T
have the idea that within the next few years there will be

political crises in America or E
present in a «'afe of

improvement.
shoulder our (undles and

start for thera
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International has refused to take up a position with regard to
this; but it must now assume a very definite aftitude. In the
face of such a plan, the bringing of eight to ten-thousand emigranis
to Russia, we of the Communist International are in duty bound
10 tell our Russian comrades that we have given our best thought
fo this subject, not only to the work which these emigrants will
do here, but 10 the lonsequent weakening ol the revolutionary
movement in the couniries which they leave, through their
withdrawal. There is no reason why we should mitigate the
tremendous economic crises in France and Czecho-Slovakia by
bringing a great mass of unemployed 10 Soviet Russia. | believe
that we should unconditionally take wp the attitude that, as a
Communist Party, we are strictly opposed to any mass emi-
gration ol Furopean and American workers to Kussia. Such
em.gration implies no further support for Russia but only a
relieving of the crisis in the Western capitalist countries.

It 1s quite difierent, however, when for ceriain factories,
certain skilled specialists are needed who cannot be found in
Russia. In such cases the bringing over of Furopean or Amer.-
can workers, under the contro! and with the consent of he
Russian trade umors, might be advisable.

Comrades, whaiever position we 1ake with regard 1o this,
1t must at least be dehmite. FEither the immigranon of foreign
workers 15 a good thing or 1t 1s a bad thing, and our attitude
must be governed accordingly.

I am of the apinion that the question of economic help
15 a matier which deserves the support of the Communist Inter-
national 1o the fullest extent. Only we must be absolutely clear
as to the characier of this help. We must finally break with
such fantasuc concepiions as that the economic help is a new
campaign 10 solve the world problem, that it is the struggle »f
the classes 1o introduce new production as some comrades seem
to hink. Here a distinct divigon must be drawan.

Ihere are a number of comrades who have great doubts
with regard 10 economic help. They see in 1t the danger of
the opportunistic petty bourgeoisie, they fear economic experi-
ments which will have deteriorating eflects on political propa-
ganda. They remind us of Kelomna and ovher similar cases.

It 1s true that Famine Relief, and even mare so economic
help, i1s a very nckhish problem, especially when the Communist
International supports it. It brings with it many great dangers.
But there are no tactics which do not contain within themselves
certain dangerous factors.  We discussed the United Front for
rearly a year, and the whole Congress was of the opinion that 1t
snplied dangers both from the Right and from the Left. Yet it
was unanimously accepted. Because certain tactics may involve
certain dangers 1s not an argument that they should not be
introduced, 1f they be possible, useful, and productive of good
results.  One must take precautions, on a national and onon inter-
national scale, 1o reduce Yhis danger to a minimum.

Comrades, I believe that the problem of economic help 1s
above all a problem of expediency and practicability. The
principal thing 1s that we should ask ourselves whether the
expenditure of effort 1s justified by the results. There should be
no doubt left in this Congress that the Communist International
should agree that the first and best support of Russian economic
reconstruction lies 1n the pressure excried by the Communist and
other working class parties upon 1he governmenis of their
respective countries, so that they may recogmise Soviet Russia
and conclude advantageous trade agreements with her, and that,
in these countries, the revolution be accomplished also. There-
fore thuse comrades who are at present occupied with this work
have no doubt but that the economic aid for Russia, just as the
&)lmcal a1d, should not be in the least diminished or enfeebled

‘e stand abso'utely upon the ground that the political revo-
lutionary sirugg'e in cach country is the best and most necessary
support for Soviet Russia.

I'he only question which we have 10 setle in this
Congress 1s' s the polincal struggle the only method which the
proleiariats aud the Communist International may use under
the present political and economic reconstruction.

We are all united as 10 the importance of Soviet Russia.
Through the addresses of |enin, Irotzky, and Zinoviev, the
Congress has once more affirmed, what 18" really the A.B.C. 10
every comrade, that without Soviet Russia a conunuation of the
present proletarian revolution i1s impossible. A new immediate
release of proletarian power would be impossible.  And the
higher the waves of lascism rise in other countries, the more
must Soviet Russia be supporied as the only line of retreat for
the r)roletar.:m armies of the world. Therefore we ask, has the
world proletariat o support Soviet Russia only by its political
‘;x'»wer? I say, No! It has yet a minimum of economic power.
It is true we have no machines, no factories,—they belong to the
capualists-—but  we have technical knowledge, professional
knowledge, and knowledge of organisation. is minimum of

economic power should be ised th the evosowic hel
and placafoio the credit olwmm its economic walr)
with the imperialists.

~.And now, comrades, let us take up a few of the factical
objections, which have been made by certain comrades. They
say, this is perhaps all very well, but we can do no more to-dav.
We are exhausted. The Famine Relief, which has lasted a whole
year, has so tired us, that we cannot continue it.

Comrrades, this is a reason which, among all the objections
18 the most to considered. It is true that some of the pro-
letariat—especially the workers of Central Furope—have ex-
hausied all their strength through the length of the campaign.
Aud there is no doubt that we must cease our collections,
the form in which they were made previously.

The means we adopted in the past can no longer serve
the purpose. But it 1s a different question, how we are 10
carry out the action from the standpoint of technical organisation
alier we have decided that it is necessary on principle and
properly conceived. The collections in their present form should
be discontinued.  Other mears could be devised for the purpose
ot mobilising the maximum of financial support for Soviet Russia.

Another objection was raised, that the financial resources
of Party officials have been exhausted. All the appeals in the
world wilee n vain, since these people cannot give any money.
This objection does not reflect upon the action itself, but rather
upon those comrades who raised the objection. We have never
demanded from the Communist International, nor from any Com-
mumst Party, 1o so tax the financial 1esources of its officials and
workers that they should not be able to pay their Party dues.
Our demand was that every Commmunist Party should make use
of its officials to arouse the wterest in those quarters that are
passive but sympathetic to Soviet Russia, and we hnd that
wherever this proposition was properly understood, it gave
good resulls.

One of the important objections is that the appeal for
economic aid is likely (o be detrimental to the litical revo-
lutionary struggle of the Parties, taking away the t comrades.
Ihat is not true. Such parties like the German Party, with a
membership of 200,000, do not consist entirely of political wor-
Lers. As soon as we organise the Cominunist Party as an open
Party which anyone can join ou becoming converied by our
aﬁnaﬁén, we get a good many elements which could not eventu-
ally devote themselveq to daily political activity. Here we have
thousands of workers and comrades unoccupied by Party work
and every Communist Party could—by a proper selection of
fcrces in the same manner as is done for actwity among the
youth, for Party work and for educational work—get together
many forces everywhere for the special work of economic aid.

But we are told that the political character of the Party
would become tainted with petly-bourseois philanthropy. This
only goes to show that these Parties do not make the best use
of the tactics. It would be similar to saying that we ought to
reject the Uniled Front because some Parly group might be
likely to apply it wrongly. It is economic aid activity that
furnishes a hundred poinfs of contact with the masses to arouse
universal interest for the Russian question and the general revo-
lutionary questions associated therewith, to bnnf influence to
bear upon the larqe masses in the daily political struggle and
to lead on the proletarian revolution.

Finally let me deal with the principal objection. The com-
rades ask, what is the use of it all? e mobilise hundreds of
Party members, we give half a column in our press week by
week, and what is the sucqess obtained? In my concluding
words | will deal with the rial success, but for the present
let me speak of the political success.

Comrades, we are well aware that as workers and as .1e
Communist International we could not hope to build up Soviet
Russia by our own financial resources. If that were possible,
our Executive would long ago have carried out this book-keeping
transaction. Unioriuna:ﬁy that cannot be done. As against the
few cases of overestimation of partial successes there are a
majority of comrades inclined to underestimate the financial
support which we are able to render. Most of the comrades
have no idea of the vast amount of good that could be done by
the international proletariat, if a wide mobilisation of forces for
financial aid were o be carried out. In the famine retief campa gn
five million dollars were directly or indirectly collected by the
proletariat. That amounts to ten million gold roubles. Comra-
des, you will recollect the sneech of Comrade Lenin in which
he said, that the greatest achievements of the economic policy
of last year consisted in the saving of twenty million

old roubles for the reconstruction of the heavy industries.
he entire State machine effected a saving of twenty million
gold roubles, yet the proletariat got together ten million

gold roubles for famine relief without exhausting the resources
of a single Communist Party, nor of the trade unions, the co-
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operatives and other labour parties. If all our Party forces would
pu* their shoulder {o the wheel; there is no doubt that the resulls
would be doubled. I can easily imagine occasions when eco-
nomic aid by workers, would be ridiculous irony, but under the
present economric situalion of Soviet Russia the financial force
of the proletariat is an important factor.

here is another objection, that the workers’ relief orga-
nization already has a number of its own enferprises in Russia:
fisheries, farms, shoe factogries etc. There were times when
30000 workers were directly employed in the indusirial enter-
prises maintained by the workers' relief organisation. Think of
the words of Comrade Trotzky who said: One million workers
in the State industries, and 40, in the capitalist industries!

Comrades, with a slight increase in our activity it would
be possible to increase the number of workers employed in our
industries and enterprises to 50,000 and more, “erhaps to one
tenth of the number of workers employed by the State in its
industries, and at least as many as are employed in the pelty
capilalist enterprises.

I repeat that the main purpose of our economic relief
activity for Soviet Russia is fo give the world proletariat an
opportunity of rendering L)ractical aid without in any way
retarding the progress of the political revolutionary movement.

As | have already said during the last mine months, we
svccessfully  conducted various enterprises in Russia. We
maintain Jlree farms in the vicinity of Kazan which have yielded
sufficient produce 1o feed over 100 children. We have established
a successful fisherv in Astrakhan, where we caught large quan-
tities of fish which we are now distributing in the famine regions.
At the presont moment we are negotiating with the Russian
Government for the realisation of a million dollar loan. We
may use that fund partly in reorganising the leather industry.
Just now we are asked to arrange for the supply of millions of
railway sleepers on a five year contract. Thus we see that all
our experiences so far demonstrate the possibility of practical
aid in the reconstruction of Soviet Russia.

As | said, we have floated a million dollar loan in order
t oget more money for our enterprises Russia. It is interesting
to recall the reception that was accorded to this loan. Net only

the workers and the Communists, but even among the bourgeoisie
there were liberal subscriptions {o this loan. The Deutsche Bank
of Berlin and the State Bank of Brussels were among the sub-
scribers to the loan, as well as great numbers of the middle class.
The Dutch workers subscription cards brought in the sum of
75,000 florins, 1 therefore have no reason to doubt that by the
coming spring the one million dollar loan will be fully subscribed,
furnishing us with new resources for our enferprises in Russia.
) My answer to the question of the effectiveness of th.s
financial activity can only be in the affirmative. The experien. es
as well as the prospects indicate the assurance of mobilising a
sufficient amount of money for doing practical work in Russia.

T'he purely material side of this loan is a secondary consi-
deration in our economic aid.  The main purpose of our economic
activiiies 1s to influence the large masses 1o whose primitive way
of thinking our ordinary communist propaganda can hardly make
efleciive appeal. This economic action atfords us the opportunily
of approaching the indifferent masses by means of moving
pictures and ﬁnuugh the newspapers, and this constitutes the
great propaganda value of this work. On these grounds we
expect that the Congress will decide in favour of continuing the
work of famine relief in the shape of economic aid.

The next step is the attempt to centralise all the existing
groups. We have made a beginning by uuiting with the [)ulch
engineer Ruigers. The tendency of all the organs of economic
aid is mainly in the direction of uniting all the active groups
and forces.

[ think it of imporfance in a few words to indicate the
political tendency of this work once more. It 1s a question of
recognising that there has been a good deal of exaggeration,
which I readily admit, but it cannot be gainsaid on the other
hand, that our economic aid will be a useful practical supplement
to our pohtical activity. This activity will not be necessary ol
cougse 1f the revolution should trium tomorrow in Germany
or Brance; but in the present political sifuation of the world, and
in Wew of the circumstances in Russia, the economic aid activity
wilFbe a useful and direct adjunct 1o our political action, and
will mean the practical assistance of Soviet Russia.

Report on the Eastern Question

Van Ravenstein:
(Holland.)

Comrades, it was during the days of the Mudania Confe-

rence that a telegram from New York stated that at a banquet
iven b{ American Bank directors in New York, Mr. Morgen-

thau—(lformer United States Ambassador in Constantinople)—
expressed himself as folows with regard to the intervention of
England in the Near Eastern crisis. He paid homage to Eng-
land for her attitude in this crisis and claimed that, in the last
two weeks England has saved civilisation. He said that only
those who were in a position to glance behind the scenes could
appreciate the splendid werk done by England in this connection.

This representative of American financial capital declared
that England had thus once again been the defender of civilisa-
tion and played the part of a saviour.

At about the same time, on October 6th, Mr. Bonar Law
who was then only ex-munister and leader in the House, declared,
in a letter to the “Times” that he approves of the main lines of
the Near Eastern policy of the British Government. He said
that had the Turks nof received such a definite warning they
would have become intoxicated with their victory and endeaveured
to invade Constantinople and Thrace. The fact that great mas-
sacres in Coostantinople and in the Balkans were prevenied was
not merely in the interests of the British but was in the interests
of all humanity.

Mr. Bonar Law even threatened French imperialism; he
would not aid them, he said, in their efforts {o obtain the sub-
stantial sums which were to be delivered to them by the German

ple in accordance with the Versailles Treaty. And Mr. Bonar
w, who during Mr. Lloyd George’s Government was the
latter’s staunch co-worker and assistant, and who shared his
responsibility for all the acts of the Coalition Government, ex-
resed himself exactly as had the American Morgenthau, and as
Eﬂd George had done. In other words, he said that England
fought, and was fighting, nof only for its own interests but

for all humanity.
. Comrades, when we glance for a moment upon the present
crisig in the Near East, a deep abyss of hypocrisy opens itself
before us. After the experiences of eight years of world war and

world chaos such statesmen as Lloyd George, a demogogue and puri-
tanical hypocrite, and Bonar Law, have the audacity (o characterize
the misdeeds of the English government which brought Europe lo
the brink of a hideous wholesale slaughter—as a struggle for
order and justice, culture and civilization. This woul un-
believable J we did not know that Anglo-Saxon hyporcrisy, as
expressed by these gentlemen, 1s specifically bourgecis and is at
the same (ime the most disgusting and villaneous that has ever
existed.

On the occasion of the Genoa Conference, one of the writers
in your paper ‘‘Izvestia” wrote: “England is the country of
Sha{;espeare and Lloyd Cieorge, the first as a creator of celebr..ed
historical dramas, the other wishlng to become one. The first pro-
duced “Much Ado About Nothing” so did the second. The first
asked the question. To be or not to be? The second also. The
only difference between the one and the other is that the first by
his genius and thoroughly peaceful means won for himself a
place in history and the second stole his by force.' This prole-
tarian journal was indeed right. In the parallel between the
spirits of Shakespeare and that of the present-day bourgeois
hypocrisy of the British as represcnied by a Bonar Law or a
Lloyd George -the gulf between the bourgeois culture of the Re-
naissance before the dawn of proletarian culture, and the decay
of this culture in the period orthe decadence of imperialism be-
comes mamifest. It is like descending from a mountain peak
into a stigking morass of putrifaction.

Comrades, there is perhaps no such historical example as
the Oriental question to demonstrate the destructive methods of
imperialism.

During a whole century the Oriental guestion involved the
fate of*the Turkish Empire and of the countries and J)eo?lee
sifuated between Southern Furope and Asia. With the develop-
ment of modern imperialism the fate of these countries became
an imperialist problem of first magnitude and one of the knot-
tiest ‘points in imperialistic conflicis.

Comrades, allow me (o take a backward glance at hisfory
so that we may grasp the great problem of the Near East in
which the working class of %he world and particulary the Rus-
sian prolefariat are so vitally interested. .

At the beginning of the 19th centurg, Napoleon could state
with some amount of correctnéss that whoever ruled Constanti-
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nopole ruled the world, that is the then existing world of pre-
imperialistic capitalism.

The whole of the 18th century was occupied by the struggle
of French and British mercantile capital for commercial supre-
macy in America and India.

The Seven Years War appeared to award the advnntaFe
to British capital. However, the uprisinﬁ of the American colo-
nis's again rendered British rule doubtiul. Thus began LEng-
land's great struggle in 1793 against the bourgeois French revo-
lution and for the attainment of absolute control of the seas.
This struggle accompanied the great bourgeois revolution.
Napoleon was nothing more than the agent of French commer-
cial capital which, in the 18th cen.ry, maslered all of Western
and Central Europe by armed force. The advance on Moscow
—(You could have celebrated the 110th anniversary of this event
a short while ago, comrades; Moscow was burned on the 15h
and 10th of Sepiember, and the retreat of the Napoleonic army
slarted on October 19th)—was the last move in this tremendous
historical game. It was a move to bring the comparatively young
Tsarist despotism into the service of the world-embracing plans
of Napoleon. Napoleon planned to conquer Constantinople
through Moscow and, via Stamboul to wound England {z'ally in
her Indian dominions. The Near East was merely a pawn in
this gigantic game. We all know that Napoleon lost the game.
The far flung schemes of this world plunderer, the greatest since
the time of Alexander the Great, were shattered against the then
young power of Fussia.

During the century England earned many a victory. Bri-
tish mercantile capital secured its victory on all oceans of the world
with the a.d of Tsarist despotism, and from that time on it was
enabled to continue its development to a higher phase of modern
industrial capitalism. The stage was set for the greatest power,
the world has so far seen, the British Empire, which comprised
a fifth part of the world and reached from the North to the
South Poles. The Seven Seas had come to life under British
"~ domination.

Comrades, no longer is it true that he who rules Stamboul
rules the world; although only a century has passed since this
city was really the key to world dominion. The capitalist world
has grown,; the problems of world politics have expanded, just
as modern capitalism has expanded. A hundred years ago, the
Far Fast was not a centre of world political importance. Africa
was still to a large extent unexplored. It would be well, however,
if we would just glance at the various phases through which the
Oriental Question has passed in the 10th century.

In 1822 a new phase began with the uprising of the Greek
population in the neighbourhood of the Aegean Sea. This upris-
g was a manifesiation of the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
which became threatening in the 18th century and particularly in
the 10th. At the same time the despotic power of Tsarism began
to apprear as an ever menacing shadow upon the Near East.

Russia, which in the I8th century was siill only a semi-
Furopean power, with but a small share in European events, and
not yet recognised during the 17th century by the Great Western
capitalist powers as an ejual, was now drawn by history into all
Furopean and world conflicts. Napoleon’s march on Moscow

was of prime historical importance, especially as it resulted in

the march of Moscow u Paris. The countries on the shores
of the North Sea, whncmad not yer encountered the Eastern
Furopean conquercrs, now saw for the first time the peoples
of the Urals and Tians-Caucasia who had conquered French ca-
pitalism, to the advantage of British commerce.

From 1812 on, Russia was not merely a power, but a world
power, the greatest world power next to England.

And from 1815 on, the Oriental Question was above all a
Russian question, and this, in a double sense. For Russia, it was
a matter of her expansion to the Mediterranean, which became
as umportant a feature of her foreign policy as was the securing
of an outlet to the Baltic Sea in the days of Peter the Great.
For the Western Powers, the question was whether Russia should
become the successor to the Byzantine Sultan, whether St. Sophia
should become the seat of the Greco-Russian Orthodox Church
and Russia should become a Mediterranean power. The Greek
uprising and their war for liberation was supported by Russia in
spite of the fact that they were rebelling against the legitimate
authority of the Sultan; and at the same t:me they were supported
by all those forces which, in the Europe of that day, were called
“liberal”. This revolt contained the germs of the later phases
of the Oriental ’yoblem in the 19th century, even the imperia-
listic phase whicl preecied the world war. How was this? It
was because, in ver relation to this revolt, Russia assumed the
position of a Mediterranean power. In this Russian demand, as
aiso in the demand for the free passage through the Straits, lay
the historical results of the conflict with the British Empire,
which already in the beginning of the 19th century, had endea-

—_—

voulre((il1 to convert the Mediterranean into a setrategic sea-routq
to India.

After the Crimean War, during the 19th century, this con-
flict did not come to any definite outbreak. In the last quarter ot
the 19th century it was relegated to the background by the fact
that, after the Congress of Berlin, Prussia and Berlin rapidly
became factors of considerable importance in Turkish affairs.

As soon as Germany ceased fo be a factor in this conflict
?l forces, the Russian-British antagonisin was to reappear in full
orce.

As soon as German imperialism was overthrown in the
world war—(the war in which Tsarism fought side by side with
British imperialism in the hope of securing Constantinople, just
as in 1812 they fougkt together with England in order to beat
France)—the antagonism between the interests of British im.

rialism and those cf Russia came up again. Now, however,
ﬁeussia is interested in the real freedom of the Straits. The
interest of proletarian Russia in the freedom of the Straits is at
the same time the inferest of the proletariat of the world. The
freedom of the Straits means that thms important international
gateway shall not be controlled by British Imperialism.

The interests of present prolefarian Russia is in this
respect not only identical with those of all the other peoples living
on the shores of the Black Sea, but also, and to the same extent
with the interesis of the proletariat of the Western countries.

Comrades, this rivarly and the entire Eastern question
which since 1822 became the crux of West Europear diplomacy
and a peril for all the peoples, has its origin in the historic fact
that the Ottoman Empire began to disintegrate in the beginning
of .the 19th century and seemed to be reduced suddenly to com-
plete impotence.

It is necessary to recapitulate quite briefly the phases of
this disintegration. The Ottoman Empire in reality became utterly
impotént sin~e the first decades of the 19th century. The big pro-
vincial pashas actually became -in dent setra But after
the defeat of the Greeks a period of reform set in. The country was
reorganised by Reshid Pasha. Under him, as well as under Ali
and Fuad Pasha a strong bureaucracy was established which
made use of the new means presenledyby young capitalism in
subduing the provincial setraps. From being inderen ent rulers,
the Provincial Governors, most of them being of low origin, be-
came creatures of the Ports. This system led finally to the esta-
blishment of Abdul Hamid’s tism, which rested principally
on espionage and was controlled by court parasites. In 1909 this
system collapsed. The bureaucracy which had made the esta-
blishiment of a higher form of despotism possible, became itself a
victim of the latter, and finally destroyed it at the time of the so-
called Turkish revolution. Brailsford, one of the bourgeois
historians who described it best, represented it pungently as
bankrupt anarchy. However, Furopean capitalism was clever
enough to draw a considerable revenue ﬁom this bankrupt
anarchy.

Comrades, our incomparable pioneer and theorist, Rosa
Luxemburg, has proved in her greatest and best theoretical work
that the process of the accumulation of capital is impossible
without non-capitalist surroundings on which it has destructive
influence, to put it differently, without older pre-capitalist forms
of production which are destroyed by it.

However, aﬁart from any theoretical deductions, it is a well
established fact that, historically, capitalist accumulation in alf
its phases, including the last phase, cannot possibly take place
without non-capitalist subcoundings. Apart from ‘the brilliant
examples, contained in Rosa Luxemburg’s book, the history of
the Ottoman Empire is one of the most lucid examples
of this fact. Rosa Luxemburg has also shown how the
accumulation in all the historic phases in incomprehensible and
cannot historically {ake place without the application of
brute force. e entire colonial policy of capitalism
from the 15th to the 20th century 1s a long series of
proofs. The forms of force are manifold. The destruction of
primitive economy, as well as of all pre-capitalist forms of
economy is one of the principle forms. Capitalism is using various
ways and means, and the ever increasing taxation is everywhere
one of the most important of these means. Just as in British
India, in the Dutch Indies, in the French North African pos-
sessions and in all the new colonial countries, this development
has also taken place in the Turkish empire. rades, the well
known British writer Brailsford, whom I already quoted,
in his excellent work of “ Macedonia ” came to a Marxian con-
clusion. He described the struggéu of the revolutionary Slav
nationalities in Turkey under ul Hamid. He uquor in-
stance:

“ln so far as Furopean influefte succeeded since the
Crimean war in pressing on the Turks an illusory semblance of
culjure, it has only furthered weakness and disintegration.”

the Turko-Greek
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. And he adds:
! “An even greater influence was perhaps exercised by the

so-called capitulations, which created for the subjects of the so-
called cultured Powers a State within the State.”

Comrades, the capitulations, the historic origin of which was
the power of the Ottoman rule and the weakness of the foreign
capitalist western merchants, became in the course of historic
development, one of the chief causes of the weakness of the Fast
and especialiy of Turkey.

Comrades, the juridical and economic situation of the for-
eign attitude of capitalism to the powerless Eastern peoples
which looks upon them as objects of relentless exploitation. [i'he

ition of these foreign capitalists does not difler in the least
rom the privileged condition of the nobility i the old aristo-
cratic monarchies previous to the bourgeois revolution. The
nobility was also exemptirom all taxation, and among other rights,
had also the right to crush the common ple underfoot. The
only difference is that thts modern capiiafi):? aristocracy in Tur-
key, as well as in the other Eastern countries consists ol elements
alien 1o that country. This state of affairs would have been
introduced after the war by Western European capitalism in Russia
also,if it had succeeded in crushing the proletarian revolution.
In fact, the capitulations are so to speak the crux of the domina-
tion of foreign capitalism over the East, which it not only exploits
but also debases.

Comrades, it is self-evideni that the new Turkey, which with
the support of the peasant masses has won a victory over the
khirelings of European capitalism, will demand at the ce neFo-
tiations the annulment of the capitulations,making the fulfilment of
this demand so to speak a condition sine qua non.

Comrades, these few historic remarks show that the
question of the annulment of the capitulations is a fundamental
question for Turkey, as well ag for all Eastern peoples. As
long as they are not annulled, the state of brutal subjection {o
European capitalism remains. )

Moreover, one can only understand the consequences of
the Ottoman empire if one pays attention to the geographical,
ethnographical and historic conditions of the Balkan Peninsula.
They are important, as from them can he drawn an important

deduction for the future, namely, the deduction that neither in

ancient nor modern history was it a mere accident that the
Balkans and Anatolia represented a political entity. The chief
cauge of all the historic problems of the Balkan Peninsula are
to be found (as shown by the great Serbian geographer Ovigic)
in its geographical position. While the two other South European
peninsulas developed on the whole an eﬂual nationality and
culture, such as was never the case in the Balkan Peninsula. It
brings about the widest separation between the races and
nationalities inhabiting it. On tlre other hand, the Aegean Sea,
as in times of yore, is still an element of union, not of separation
The g rarhlcal conditions are the direct cause of the great
variety of ethnographical, nnthr0£ological and cultural relations
on the peninsula. Geographers have distinguished no less than
4 different cultures with at least 6 languages. These geographical
facts (which, as shown by our great masters Marx and Engels
in their studies of the Crimean War with regard to Russia, are
the determining factors in the history of nation? should have
even prior to the Balkan War, served as the basis for the solution
of the Balkan problem through the unity of the Balkans and
the East. The Balkan Socialists had based their program
upon these principles already before the Balkan war.
But the infamous and double-faced licy of Tsarism,
iIm conjunction with the other imperialist Great Powers,
had done everything to prevent this unitg. What was the
sition in the Balkans at the close of the 10th century and the
cﬁﬂinning of the 20th? As early as 1903 Brailsford wrote:
“There is not a place on the face of the earth where the national
idea has caused so much ruin, or has led to such irrational and
irrelevant conclusions, as in Macedonia.” He goes on to brand-
mark the misdeeds of English diplomacy in 1877, which hesiated
to grant Macedonia her freedom for fear that she might unite
with Greater Bulgaria, and this Greater Bulgaria would become
a mightly ally of Russia. For Macedonia, part of the pen-
insula where the radical, war was assuming ever increasing
acuteness since the close of the 19th century, it was indeed &
Elzzllnf question whether the Macedonian population was to
long fo one or another of the Balkan States. All the bloodshed
and cruelties, all the violence and outrages of the terrible years
of the Macedonian revolts should be laid entirely at the door
of the capitalist governments existing prior to the Turkish
revolution. All the terrible jences which make our blood
boil even after the horrors of the world war, should equally be
blamed on capitalism, as all the blood that had ‘been shed in
war. I is ome long chain of cruel blood-shed,

Already in 1903, while pointing out the tragic role of the Great
Powers, Brailsford also indicated amother factor of annihila-
tion and destruction, which continues to be active even today
nnme!adthe power exercised by the Christian priests. Brailsfo
descri the work of the Christian priests after due investiga-
tion on the spot and after throughgoing study of the influence
of the bishops over the simple peasants. It was not for nothin
that he used the expression: *They make a business of
intolerance, and L)ropaganda is their trade.” The cross
has become in the East the very emblem of war. He
testifies that there is no trace of humanitarian sentiments left
among the orthodox clergy. He demonstrates the depth of
depravity to which the Greek Church has sunk. These servants
of Christ are at loggerheads with each other; and in their mutual
fights they constantly urge their followers to murder and assault,
not only ministers of the same creed, but also of the
same Church, for the Bulgarian Separatist Church differs in
nothing from the Greek orthodox Church except in the fact of
having a different adminisiration. These fellows did nothing
else but preach hatred and murder, with no other motives than
those of the dishonest tradesmen trying to crush his rival.

These are historic facts that have to be borne in mind
when one wants to have a thorough grasp of the situation and
of the part played by the Greek clergy in the recent Greco-
Turkish conflict, in which they displayed the same brutal cha-
racteristics. Since the Middle Ages, the Greek Church in the
Near East has been a purely secular instrument of violence,
without any spiritual aims, a mere machine for the exploitation
of ignorance, of poverty, of superstition of the intimidated and
terrorized peasant population.

Comrades, the era of the imperialist war was definitely
;)Pmed for the Ottoman Empire by the Nalian adventure in

ripoli in 1911. One is safe in asserting that there has never
been a more brutal manifestation of imperialism. For the
annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Australia in 1918, there
was at least the excuse of the actual occupation for some time
revionsly, with certain definite resuts. The Italian onslaught
cked even the shadow of an excuse, except the thirst of the
brute for blood. In locking back at the details of the case,
I can only observe that the war was forced upon Eoor Italy
by some big banks who did not make any secret of their brutal
schemes. [taly staried the war because it was dictated by the
Banco di Roma. This murderous adventure was a striking
example of imperialism in its mosi unadorned brutality.

The Nalo-Turkish war, as you know, was localized, it did
not Jead to an international war. The reason was because
Italy wished wisely to refrain” from its “natural” appetifes for
expansion in Albania, preferring fo make the latter its “ally” in
the fight against Austria-Hungary.

Even after the Peace Treaty ef Lausanne in 1912, the
Italo-Turkish war has remained as the symptom of the ag tites
of the Great Powers, who did not wish to settle thuvro em of
the Near FEast, because they already contemplated- a world
conflagration. That war was the direct cause of the second
phase of the Imperialist conflict in the Balkans, because it has

iven the four Balkan States the opportunity to make their
joint demands upon the Turkish Porte. It was thus the prelude
fo the ferrible trilogy of war which was to lead fo the world
conflagration. The war brought to Iiihl for the first time the
strong and weak points of the new Turkey of the 190§ revolution,
which after the deposition of Abdul Hamid, was trying to remedy
the consequences of the fatal past.

The Halo-Turkish war was ef parficular importance for
the reason that it gave the strongest imipulse to the awakening
Islam. In this respect its significance is world wide. For the
first time in that fatal year, 1911, which was also the year of
the crisis in Morocco, [slam became comscious of_ its own ime
portance, and manifested itself in the fullness of its power. A
mighty shock went through out the Moslem Word from the
Straits of. Gibralar to the Moslem settlements in the Far East.
What was the case of this revival? It was naturally caused

a chain of circumstances, some of which we have already
ribed. Incidentally those events furnished a new proof of
the maxim that imperialism itsel{f forges the weapons whereby
it will utimately be destroyed. A striking instance was that
of the origin oI the Tripolitan adventure. e is hardly any
doubt thaf the French Colonial Imperialists, who at that time

"had the upper hand of the Freach Government, were primarily

responsible for that adventure. Their &rinci le motive was
fear of the penetration or extension of the Turkish influence
through Tripoli, through the remofe regions beyond, down {o
the hinterland of Fexan, forming a continoys chain down te
the Mediterranean at Bled-es-Sudam, im other words, to Central
Africa. It was only recently that the young Turke established
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their influence in Tripoli. Their ambition was to restore the old
influence of Sumbouroall the way down to the Black Continent,
where lIslam is still a victorious and powerful religion. France
an! England concluded a treaty between themselves in 1899,
Louting the borders of Tripoli o the desert, and taking away
the populous and cultivated lands to the south of the desert. As
late as in 1911 the French were still trying to extend their
influence over the independent Moslem states in.those regions
For instance, in 1910, they sustained a serious defea} in their
fight against the Sultan of Wadai. The French Colonials saw a
great menace in the pohcy of the I{ouug Turks. Because it hit
them in the very heart, namely in the extension and consolidation
of the French Colonial Empire, which was to cover the entire
northwest of the black continent. 1t was for this reason that
they were ready o go to war with Germany in 1911, i. e, to start
a world war if necessary. This decided the attitude of France
towards Turkey at that time. As long as Turkey retained a
sohd footing on the African continent she was dangerous, and
the coloniaf imperialists of the Quay d’Orsay (The French
Foreign Ministry) made use of the Italian peasants and workers
as cannon food to beat the {oung Turks. ) o

Thus we see that the ltalian adventure in Tripoli was the
outcome of the Turkish desire to regain at least Eart of its
influence lost through the British occupation of Egypt with
the consequent loss of the Sudan and the equatorial provinces,
and to restore the mighty power of Islam. The Italian attack
was the direct cause of a strong revival of the so-called Islamic
fanaticism, of which the capitalist press made such an outcr
at the tingg, in Egypt, in Tunis, in the whole of French Nort
Atrica, where the authority of the iniidols was considered by
the Mohammedan population as an unbearable burden. And no
less an authority on Islam than the French Professor Le
Chatelier, Editor of the “Revue du Monde Muselman”, watned
of the tremendous consequences that were to come to Euro
from a reunion of Islam in all fields including the economuc.
Pan-l1slamism became a first rank political factor as the direct
resalt of the Italian piracy. It was onl thanks to the short
duration of the Italo-Turkish war that the movement of Islam
did not spread even deeper around the shores of the Medi-
terranean. There came the opportunity to the African kingdom
of Abyssinia, the only one which retained its independence, to
renew its sea connection which had been severed by a previous
Italian adventure in 1804.

Comrades, the Turko-ltalian war was succeeded by the
so-called war of the Allies the real Balkan war which was a
direct consequence of the former. War engenders war. Im-
perialist violence engendered new and worse violence.

Czarism brought about the temporary reconciliation of the
aspirations of the principal rivals, the Serbs, the Bulgars and
the Greeks. However, this war did not bring a single one of
the Balkan problems a stwep nearer to solution. On the contrary:
1t made the divergencies more acute, fanned the hatred of the
natonal bourgeoisies to a greater heat, roused nationalist passion
to the pomnt ofmadnesa and finally brought all the Balkan peoples,
even more than hitherto, under the domination of European
imperial sm and high finance. In this respect, it was a prelude
to the world war, which was its counter-part on a gigantic
scale. All these questions could have been .clearly proved, at
that time.

An especially clear example of these difficulties was the
question of the future of the Aegean islands, the strategical
and political value of which was known to the cabinets of all the
Euiopean Powers, since the battle of Tchesme in 1700 when
the Russian fleet destroyed the Turkish fleet. Stampalia, for
instance, the most western of the islands of the Anatolian con-
tinent, was long ago known to the British Admiralty as a splendid
maritime base, The islands to the East of Stampalia could not
become Greek, because geographically they belonged to Asia
Minor. The only satisfactory solution for the islands, as well
as for all the parts of the Balkans, lay in a liberal measure of
autonomy and in the federation of these parts. This applied
equally to Asiafic Turkey, as well as to the remainder of the
European Ottoman Empire. The war of 1912 taught the doc-
trinaire Young Turks that an empire like the Otftoman Empire
with so many diverse nationalities and such varying cultural
and other development could be ruled only from _centre
through a sanguinary. absolulism as that of Abdul Hamid,

Their attempts to exiend the system of centralisation
failed completely, and could not have done otherwise. Their
parliomentarism wae a caricature and absolute madness in a
country which, for example, i Kurds and Albanians
who still lived in their primitive tribal unions. The revolu-
tionary Macedonian Committee as far back as 1903 brought
forward the idea of the federation with autonomy to wm:ufutl
of the Empire as the only means towards peaceful tural
developmeunt.

Although the Young Turks, in spite of doctrinai
did not oonceive this idea, il must be uim Ahem tl::I
every attempt at reform was frustrated by the mi&oi exploita-
tion of the capitalists. In the so-cal toman Debt
European capitalism possessed a regular suction pump, a peculiar
feature of which was—that the longer it was in operation, the
more rapid and stronger was its suction. The Oltoman Debt
became to be a completely independent State derlrtement withia
the Turkish State. Already in 1911 it controlled a revenue of
over 5 million Turkish pounds, viz. about 5% milion pounds
sterling while the Turkish budget amounted to 26 million
revenue and 33 millions expenditure. This deficit naturail,
necessitated continous new loans, and the Ottoman Debt had
at its disposal a large part of the most oppressive taxes. Thus,
aiready in those days the poor Turkish peasants had to pay
enormous yearly sums to the European financiers in the shape
of taxes on sheep, salt, etc., and in tithes. These tithes aloue
amounted to al least 12% % of the land revenue, and every
Turkish peasant had thus to work an the land without pa,
for a whole month or longer for this part of the Ottoman Debt
On their accession to power, the Young Turks found the finances
in a state of hopeless confusion and were almost immediately
compelled to make great militariy preparations owing to the
attack of the Danubian monarchy and two years later of tha
of Italy. Thus they were ccmpelled to have recourse to new
oppressive faxation. At the same time it was impossible I,
balance the budget. Neither was there a desire to do so, the
tribute had to increase. The financiers had to be put in a
bosition to pocket enormous new gains by means of new loans
lfhe Balkan wars at least served this purpose. The belligerent
State was burdened with over 1600 million francs in the shape
of new loans. In spite of all this, the Young Turks were
compelled to introduce measures which, had they been properl,
carried out, could have given a revolutionary character to the
war. After the early and heavy defeats in the Autumn, peace
negotiations and an  armistice were brought about, while the
creatures of Hamid again had power in their hands and were
willing to accede to nﬁ the demands of the victors protected by
the European diplomats. At that moment on Jamuary 23, 1913
the Young Turks carried out a coup d’Etat under the Teader-
ship of Enver Pasha, took power again into their hands and broke
off the negotiations. This coup d’Etat presented at least an
opportunity to rebel agninst the European- imperialism. The
action of Enver and his associates was certainly a clear
demonstration of the growing fury of the entire Islamic world
against the brutal policy of violence of the European Chris'ian
capitalists, and already at that time protests were received from
all parts of the Islamic world againsi the policy to drive Turkey
out of Europe. Tlua the Lucknow ress of the Moslems of
British India protested against the policy of the British government
owing to Great Britain’s desire to impose humiliating peace
conditions on Constantinople. In Egypt too, the sympathy for
imperilled Turkey grew from day to day and became more and
more evident. At that time the European press began to realise
the peril that the Young Turk’s coup d'élat represented for
European big finance, if they were to make Anatolia the centre
for national defence, and if, without ignoring the European
financiers they were to utilise all the financial means at their
disposal for the defence of the imperilled motherland. Comrades
should not this be alsp a lesson which the Turks of to-day, should
take to heart? Unfortunately, the Fayment of dividends on
the Turkish debt has again beguum., In April 1921 a new En
payment of dividends took place. k\:olher payment took place
on July 17, 1922. Thus it seems that the financiers of the Otto-
man Debt not only intend to resume regular &rvmenl of dividends,
but also to compensate the European bond holders for the losses
incurred owing to the nonpazmem of dividends during the years
when Young ‘Furkey was fighting for its existence. The European
and imperialist Sh)rlock wants to exact his ﬂound of flesh, and
the frendship dispfayed by the French bond-holders is explained
by the fact that they were more hopeful than in the case of
Soviet Russia to get compensation for their losses.

Comrades, it is necessary to reiterate that, if Turke
cannot extricate herself from under the burden of this mdebte&i-
ness, as Russia has done, she will never be able to free herself
from the yoke of Euro Imperialism. If the Angora Govern-
ment refuses to take this view on the matter, the Turkish ts
and workers should struggle on and not give up the t till
they have secured their liberation. These peasants and workers
have not shed their blood for eight years to provide fat ts
for Eur Capital out of their toil and suffering. The Balkan
War of 1912-13 shown the strength as well as the weakness
of the Turkish situation. At that time the weakness of the Young

Turks lay especially in their fear of using revolutionary 8
against {mperialiu’n.'nlmdy, by umu)&n( the wcmm
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Its had then_already n itself in a most brilliant
faghion in armed baitle. Their ition was even stronger at
that time than in 1878. The Bulgarian forces were broken up
on the ‘Chatalja line, and, while the Allies were flying at
each other’s throats like madmen, it was easy for the 1xurka
once more to seize East Thrace and Adrianople. Through their
own shortsightedness it became impossible for the istian
; States to drive the Turk out of Europe. The real
historical and geographical reason for this, however, was that
Coustantinople is a point of contact and not a kne of separa-
tion; that it reaches a hand to the West as much as to the
East, and that the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles are not im-
passable mountain ranges as are, for instance, the Pindus, but
are channels for traffic. From this point of view the Balkan
etruggle, which had been a direct prelude {o the World War,
also served as a foreboding of what is taking place to-day. Once
again an effort was made to seize the Straits, and once again it
has failed. The fracticida) slaughter which ended the Balkan
struggle in 1913 was just as symptomatic. The Bulgarian rulers,
having brought the nationalist struggle against Turkish
dearotmm to its highest pitch in the first years of the twentieth
century, and having extended their nationalist demands to the
fullest degree, exceeding by far their geographical borders, had,
through their victory, aroused the nval%y and the greed for
power in their victims. The Bulgarians were the most merciless
oppressors of their national enemies, and now Bulgaria must
€0 humble herseH that in this very humbleness she lays the germs
of a new war.

In the summer of 1913 when Bucharest, after two years
of exhaustive struggle, dictated peace terms to Bulgaria om July
28th, the only victor was European Imperialism, in spite of
the fact that the Great Powers could not infervene. A whole
ear of the most frightful mass murder in Europe since 1870

ought the world not one step nearer any permanent solution
of the Balkan problem. The Bucharest Peace brought about a
situation which contained the greatest discontent and the pro-
bability of fatal results for the Allied Powers. Bulgaria was
brought into a situation like that of France in 1871 after
the loss of Alsace-Lorraine. The Bulgarian * revanche” then
becamte the dominating factor among the Bulgarian bourgeoisie.
Besides the strong desire for revenge over their three allied
enemies a new source of disturbance came into being. The
Albanians secured their independence and from then on were on
a war fooling with Serbia. With almost mathematical cerfaint
one coul have stated that from this war a new Balkan struggle
was bound to emerge if a much sreater catastrophe had not
appeared on August 1st, 1914. And now, eight years after the
world was first set on fire, and after the Baﬁcans have suffered
all the agonies of those years from 1914/18, the situation is
mentnlly the same as in 1913. Once again they have suffered
hazards of war. The Turks, who, according to the English
statesman Asquith, had been for ever banned from the European
paradise, are now returned. The national rivalries in the Balkans
are as bloody and as terrifying as ever. Once again Bulgaria
has been overthrown and humiliated, the skave of European
capifalism. And when one considers the situation of the other
Ba oge notices only one apparent difference between
mow and 1913—their posiiton is much worse and far more in-
secure. Greece has been once again crushed to death by her
latest war against the Turks which her bourgeoisie forced

upon her.

. Comrade Radek has recently given us a description of the
contemporary financial and economic situation of that country,
which gave us a clear view of its present ailme.t. One may
obtain a clear historical view of the situation by tomparing the
Euent condition of Greece with its condition previous to the

lkan war. In 1890 Greece had borrowed 570 million francs
of which she o:!{ received 413 million. Every inhabitant of this
small and poverty-stricken land was burdened with a share of
this debt amounting to 260 gold francs. This debt necessitated
in 1893 a fund of 58 million per year in gold francs, and as
the total national income was much lower, gxnkruptcy appeared
to be inevitable. A new war, that unha war which in 1897
Greece declared against Turkey, and which burdened the country
yet more heavily, gave an ity to international finance
once more to fasien upon the financial shackles from
which she had previously freed herseK. An International Financial
Commission was formed with full control over the fixing and
imposition of taxes which had become necessary for the payment
of the dational debt, i

) naturally
The on_took. over the dispasition .of the
State- monopokies as well as- that of

v

some of the most imporiant taxes. Greece had fo y about
40 million gold francs yearly as inferest on this J:m. This
unhappy people paid in the form of salt, petroleum, matches
and other monopolies. As a result of this rigorous financiaf
policy, international capitalism, during the Balkan war, extorted
80 much from this counlr{ that the national debt amounted to
824 million gold francs. [n consequence of an improvement in
the economic position, it became possible to balance the expenses
and receipts of the State. It is frue that this was only possible
ag the result of an unusually oppressive system of taxation,
which, to an unbearable extent, increased the cost of living for
all consumers and particularly for the workers. A result of
this was enl.F;atnon: on a large scale, although the country
was already thinly populated; and this hindered all rogress in
agriculture. But, on the eve of the Balkan war, t rough the
reatest exertions, the country had been able at last to free itself
rom the control of the International Finance Commission and
was in a condition to administer its own affairs so long as it
could continue to pay its tribute. The Balkan war destroyed
immediately the equilibrium which had just barely been attained
with so much sacrifice and suffering. In 1904 the army and navy
required an appropriation of 20 and a quarter milfion francs.
In the year 191213 this appropriation rose to 450 million as
a result of the war. They looked forward, however, to a normal
budget of 130 million francs for army and navy in 1914. The
country had now arrived at the stage of imperia“stic expansion,
in the service of European imperiaﬁsm. Their conquests in the
Balkan War gave them an increase in territorial area of 56 000 sq.
kilometres and an increase of population amounting to 2.000.000.
But the debts with which the old and the newer Greece were
burdened, were much higher. The new provinces, and especially
the large commercial city of Salonika, found themselves in dire
econonuc straits, isolated from their natural hinterland and
ruined through war and economic mismanagement. In short,
the Balkan war condemned Greece again to a position which was
In many ways far worse than that of the first years of the
20th century. Since then the world war and the war with
Turkey intensified the process. Nowadays Greece has a shattered
economic life, is financially helpless, is burdened with an atrocjous
indebtedness, and with a population of ragged refugees from
Anafolia and Thrace. In fact, the country is now in a state
far worse than any in which it found itself since the War of
Independence. Such are the results of imperialism and the war
for one of the victors of 1912-13. There is oune thing alone that
can aid {he Balkan states and that is a powerful
onslaught against Western imperialism and its lackey in their
own couniries. Above all they must get rid of the suffe-
ring burden which finance capital has laid upon the
land and this would imply the cancellation of the Greek
national debt. The condition of the greatly expanded kingdom
of Serbia—now ironically termed * tﬁe Kingdom of the Serbs
and the Croats” —is no better, and perhaps even worse, than
that of Greece. For, besides its economic misfortunes which
are just as great as those of Greece, Serbia has just been made
the vassal of America. There now appears in Serbo-Croatia a
furious political struggle. The Government can only fight the
workers, and also the Croats, through ferrorism and the sus-
Ezl:ion of constitutional guarantees. The unfortunate land has
for eight years ground to pieces between the millstones
of history, and nothing remains of it now but chatf. Massacre
and devastation have been its fate, and unless we take into
account the courage and power of the communist workers, we
may say that nothing has been mmproved. Even bourgeois ob-
servers are united in the opinion that the Kingdom of the Serbs
and Croats is insecurely held together and that it will one day
fall apart, even if the rulers in Belgrade are not forced on their
own account to liquidate their centralised control and to grant
considerable autonomy to the various national sections of the
kingdom. -

Comrades, the parallel with the conditions prevailing before
the world war can be still more extended. At that time it was
Italian. imperialism that made the first attack in 1911 starting
the conflagration in the Near East which is still continuing
Now, Itahan imperialism, although belonging to the victors, so
to speak, has become so powerless owing to its own exhaustion
and to the growing power of the revolution in Italy, that it dare
not any longer intervene im Near Eastern questions. It still
occupies D nese, which in fact still involves the peril of its
intervention in the affairs of the Balkans and the Near East.
However, it seemed to have given up its claims in Anatolia. The
Italian bourgeois statesmen even sounded the imperialism , of
others. They themselves are innocent lambs. However, a new
and menacing power-has-in the meantime risen out of the ruins
of the m-warg:puixﬁun."«l refer to Fascism which'is ‘car

malism-{o the same extreme as the Balkans did. - The Fascis
are now the power holding IHaly’s fate in their hands, and
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Signor Mussolini has already said: “Ounce we have ltaly, ex-

nsion will begin. * There is no other outlet for expansion except
g)ond the Adriatic, which 1o the Italian nationalists has become
a sea of their very own. The adventure of the poet D’Annunzio
has shown, just as the world war, where such adventures
lead to. It may lead to a collision with the Serbs,
which would set afiame the peninsula on that side, owing o
the fact that the Albanians would immediately become the allies
of the lialian expansiomsts against the Serbs.

Comrades, the growing power of Fascism in Italy, this
revival in a new form of the imperialist ideas, constitutes again
a great danger not onl¥ for Ilarx\! itself, but also for the Balkans
and consequently also for the Near Fast. It is the duty of the
international proletariat to do its utmost to enable our ltalian
comrades to remove this new danger. .

Comrades, the only Balkan countr‘y; the only Near Eastern
State that has participated in the mighty struggle of 1911 to
1922 and issueé) from them stronger than before, is Turkey
—an Islamic State.

The revival of Turkey, after the terrible events and awful
losses of the Italo-Turkish war, oi the Balkan wars, of the world
war and finally ot the Greco-Turkish war, was bound to appear
like a miracle in the eyes of western Europe.

What the Anatolian peasants have achieved on the field
of battle during these eleven years must seem to bourgeois
Europe even a greater mracle, perhaps, than what Russia has
done in that respect. Only recently a Dutch expert wrote as
follows on this subject in the *“ Handelsblade ”:

“ The surprising change in the Near East, which amazed
even the best itr&r and most enthusiastic friends of Turke
raises the question of how it could happen that Turkey, whic
seemed altogether played out and doomed to death, a country
whose material amf moral strength seemed to have been auite
exhausted by the four years world war, in which it demonstrated
no particular capacity, should now amaze the whole world,
exhibiting, in it complete isolation, such great abilities for or-
ganization and such a tremendous enthusiasm.”

This is characteristic of the impression which the Turkish
victories have produced on Europe during the last few months.
The same author goes on as follows: * Plain Turkish generals
and politicians showed a betler understanding of the psychology
of the Asiatic peoples than all the Mahomedan departments in
the Ministries of the great weéstern States, in Downing Street
and elsewsere. It was quite definitely stated in London that
Mustapha had come to the end of his tether with his national
movement, and that his isolation in tMe midst of the Anatolian
Plateau would lead the entire movement sooner or later to a com-
plete fiasco. It is said that already during the world war
Anatolia was bled white, and was a country of widows and
orphans. The land was uncultivated; there was no labour power.
The country was bound to lose its patience some time, and
would turn against the nationalist leaders. Thus it was said
in London. That Anatolia is actually a country of orphans and
widows 1s correct. That after, having sacrificed millions of
human beings, after four years of continuous war, it was able
to deal such blows with its mailed fist as to drive the hireling
of Cireat Britain into the sea, was only possibie because of its
faith in the national idea.

“ A wait and see” policy does not suffice any longer.
From the height of our European wisdom of obtuseness we must
endeavour to grasp the ideas of Islam, not only in order to widen
our "knowledge, but simply out of an enhihlened egotism and
regard for our future. Otherwise, we might wake up one fine
morning to find that the mighty gates of Asia have been closed
to us forever.”

Comrades, this gives you an idea of the deep impression
made by the Turkish victories on the minds of more far-seein
observers. These viclories found a still greater echo throughou%
the Islamic world. From the Pillars of Hercules to the Pacific
islands has the Muezzin proclamied anew the praise of the
Anatohan soldiers and of their hero, the Ghaxi Kemal. Even
a man so closely connected with the European rulers as the
Grand Vizier of Morocco said in an interview in Geneva: “ The
Turkish victory has been a source of great jo* to him as well,
and aroused great enthusiasm in Morocco. For even though
our country has no special relations with Turkey, our heart is
with it. It is right that France should look after Turkish
interests in the Fast. All Musulmans must be grateful to France
for this.” .

In this wide Mahomedan world, which is at present under
the domination of France, with its miilions of yellow, white,
brown, and black Mahomedans of all races and fongues, it is
only possible to manage them by bestowing, ai least on the

rullnggusuolldnm,umyhmmmdulmeh&ﬁu,
as possible.

The French ru.unﬁ classes have left noth undone in
this direction as far as this can be reconciled with r domina-
tion. The K»ﬁcy of assimilation has been carried out ag far as
ssible. oreover, France has secured its booty from (he
urkish Empire. It has firmly established itself in Syria, where
it certainly had old “ claims ", to use the diplomatic jargon, but
had no hopes of getting a firm footing.

Comrades, it is not very difficult io explain the conciliatory
rt that militarist and imperialist France, the France of
. Poincaré, has played recently in the Eastern crisis. There
are reasons of a general political charactsr {o which may be added
more direct economic and financial reasons (of which we shal]
%peak later). But the part played by Great Britain since the

urkish advance under the aegis of Mr. Lloyd George, is much
more difficult to understand. One is even inclined to say that
at first sight this part is hardly comprehensible. Mr. Lloyd
George has taken up an attitude towards the Turks and towards
Islam which seemed to be opposed to the real interests of the
British Empire. One section of the British imperialist press was
ready with a very simple explanation for the revival of the Turkish
power which became apparent in September. This explanation
was somew..at in the nature of magic, of something from the
Arabian Nights, and bore the title of “The Hand of Moscow”.
Thus the “Times” wrote on October 6th: ‘A strange mixture
of hisotric power seems to be congregating around the fatal city
of Constantinople. In the foreground are the Turks, in the back-
ground—the power which rules Russia, an alien and sinister
power with aims which do not harmonise with the Turkish
national aspirations and which differ very definitely and strongly
from everything for which the Allies went into the war”.

The paper continues as follows:

“The Kemalists are allied with the Bolsheviks by a number
of public and secret agreements and arrangements. The lonﬁ
period during which they were severed from the West throug
the war with Greece, did not leave them any other choice but an
alliance with the Bolsheviks who came to their assistance with
money and munitions, and who penetrated into all the secrets of
their politics. Turkey was given a new lease of life through the
support of Soviet Russia, not to prolong the life of Turl but
to attack again Western culture in its weakest place, the Balkans,
and to renew, by meane of new disorders, revolutionary action
in exhausted Europe.”

“The Bolsheviks (the paper goes on), are endeavouring to
make use of the Turkish national aims in order to get access to
South Eastern Europe where unrest is ripe ”. The “ Times ” points
to the chances which Bolshevism has at present of establishing
itself in the Balkan countries, and says that it is the duty of the
Allies to prevent the Bolsheviks from achieving these aims. Such
ggoumenls have probaby also influenced the Party of Mr. Lioyd

rge.

Another, and a little more far-sighted section of the capita-
list press has represented Mr. Lloyd George as the real war
monger, just as he was during the world war. The reviewer of
the liberal weekly, “The Nation”, pointed out that, if peace was
not disturbed already in the beginning of October, it was due
only to the action of the moderate eral Marrington, while
Messrs. Lloyd Gebrge, Winston Churchill and Lord Birkenhead
played the part of war mongers. The ‘“New Statesman” also de-
nounced the war party within the Cabinet to which Messrs.
Lloyd George and Churchill belonged, gnd which decided, on its
own accord, to drive the Turks by armed Yorce out of the ao-c,llcd
neutral zone.

Perhaps the most caracteristic and most biting criticism
of the policy of the Lloyd George Cabinet in the recent ! stern
crisis came from the pen of Mr. Garvin of the ‘‘Observer”, the
former admirer and standard-bearer of Mr. Lloyd George. He
wrote 2s follows: ‘“We must look a brutal fact straight into the
face. The British Government, after a four years struggle, has
irretrievably and ignominiously lost the great war in the East.
The diplomatic Sevres porcelain is broken {o bits, and the govern-
ment was not clever enough to find angort in the East Sxmufh
Russia, like Gladstone, or through Turkey, like Beaconsfield.
The present Cabinet Ministers could do nothing but combine all
the mistakes of all the former political orientations. It is ab-
solutely necessary to cease once for all to throw out the baby
with t‘e bath water, and to go from one evil to greater evils.
Instead of provoking Turkey and Russia together, and instead
of repelling France and Italy and in addition undermining the
foundations of our empire by making the whole of Islam our
enemy, we must put an end fo our tragic errors and infatuations.
We must only discard the methods and the spirit which inspired
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this policy, but we must retrace our st for, if we continue
much lmgér in the same direction, the empire will be faced with
greater perils than ever before”.

A number of sensible bourgeois politicians have alread
come to the conclusion that, from the viewpoint of the Briﬁsﬁ
world Empire, Mr. Lloyd deorge’s policy towards Turkey was
a mad, not {o say, criminal policy.

And if one lets facts speak for them‘lves, one must come
to the same conclusion.

Itis sny to find very simple material reasons for the anti-
Turkish and pro-Greek atiitude of Lloyd George, as Comrade
Rosenberg has hown in his article in the “Inprecorr.” Mr. Lloyd
George has belonged for some time to a certain clique of bi
financiers connected with Greek business men. 7These Jewisﬁ
Greek financiers have no doubt a (freat influence on him. This
lutocratic influence was also alluded to from another direction,
or instance, by the well known catholic writecGhesterton. There
is no doubt whatever that Lloyd George was also swayed by ideo-
logical influences, by his narrow and bigotted Christianity which
makes him see in every Christian, be he even only a Greek or a
Byzantine, a chosen being as compared with the cursed Turk.

At-any rate it 18 a well established fact that Lloyd George's
policy has done great harm to British prestige in the Near East
and 1n the New Turkey. This became evident at the Conference
o:JAudania which resulted in the return of the Turks to Thrace,
and consequently to Turkish domination over the Straits.

A big Dutch capitalist paper wrote as follows on October 11th
u the chief results of the Conference became known: “The
only thing which the British still have is the satisfaction that
they remain for the present in Chanak, in order to secure the
freedom of the Straits. But what is meant the freedom of
the Straits? The fourth paragraph of the National Pact of
Angora reads as follows: “The security of the city of Constan-
tinople, the residence of the Caliph, as well as the Sea of Mar-
mora, against any attack. Regardless of this principle the Bos-
phorus and the Straits are to be free for the commercial fleets
of all countries. This defines the meaning of the freedom of the
Straits, and certainly dees not mean that, after the return of both
sides of the coast to the Turks, British warships can go freely
backwards and forwards through the Straits. One can infer
what Lloyd George meant by this freedom from his solenm
declaration that it must never happen again. Should the Straits
be closed in the event of war, as was the in 1914 when Russia
was confined to the Black Sea, and the allied fleets were prevented
from getting into touch with its ally and the enemy wag able to
occupy Rumania up to the Black Sea. Thus; Lloyd George wishes
that never again sﬁall a cannon be fired at a British warship nor
a torpedo be launched in the Dardanelles against the hulk of a
British Man-of War. This is an impossible desire. The League
of Nations could obtain a kind of supervision over the demilitari-
zation of the territory around the Straits. But, in the event of
war, fortifications or no fortifications, Russia and Turkey would
take measures against any enemy entering the Straits. Defensive
work can beeasily improvised. Obstructions consisting of mines
can be easily constructed. In time of war the Straits will be again
closed, because the Allies themselves admitted the Turks to both
sides of the Straits. Thus, the solution of the freedom of the
Straits for which the British Empire was ready to fight, is a
bollow solution without any meaning.”

This is a statement coming from a neutral capitalist side
which makes it quite clear that in September Mr. Lloyd George
wanted to fight for a position which he had already given up. The
gr ram of the New Turkey, which was once more formulated

y Mustapha Kemal in Smyrna, has to a great extent already
been realised by the Mudania Conference. Af that time the Turks
said that they demanded Asia Minor, Thrace up to the Maritza
and Constantinople. We are willing to give every possible
guarantee for free passage through the Dardanelles and we will
undertake not to forti tﬁem. It would be only right if the great
Powers consented to the fortification of the coast of the Sea of
Marmora for the protection of Constantinopte against any sur-
prise attacks.

This shows that what the Dutch paper wrote is perfectly
eorrect. The freedom of the Straits becomes a solution without
eny meaning as soon as Turkey is agaip in complete possession
of both shores of the Straits. Even if the so-called League of
Nations were to guarantee this Eeedam, and Turkey were a

formula would only have a meaning

In this same interview, Kemal emumerated amon
peace conditions: 9 smong cthes
1. The annulment of the capitulations, which he right
termed an infringement on Turkish independence, 2. the suﬁrexlay-
der of the Greek fleet, which othervise would be a menace to the

Ax::lc‘)lim coast, 3. damages for the devastations caused by the
s.

. 1t would be premature at the present juncture to say any-
thing about these demands. However, we miss one thing, namel))",
the demand for the annulment of the Ottoman Debt. If the Turkish
people mean to be really free. it must insist on {his demand.

During the interview, Kemal dwelt on a great factor which
c?used the new Turkey to be much stronger than the Turkey
of old. At present it is almost a nationa entity. It does not
comprise any longer the Arabian territories which gave so much
trouble under the despotic reign of AbduLHummeSan in which
the Turkish soldiers had to perform police duties. Thus, the new
Turkey is now in a position where it need not spend its sirength
in destructive nationalist struggles. At present these provinces
do not any longer constitute an integral part of Turkey, and have
become the prey of West European un?enalism. For the present,
Syr.ia is under French domination. Palestine and Mesopotamia,
which in name are mandatory countries of the League of Nations,
are in reality under British domination. However it cannot,
be said that imperialism and especially British imperialism,
has hitherto derived much satisfaction from tpese new conquets.

. The story of the mandates over Palestine and Meso
tamia is a tale of prolonged misery, and the conditions are ?:.r
from being settled.

The two predominating elements in Palestine, the llews
and the Arabs, are equally dissatisfied. If it is impossible to
unravel the complicated history of this country duging the last
few years, even on general lines, one can at least sa ely say that
British rule has not been able 1o bring about peaceful cooperation
between the nationalities in the new Palestine. At present the
counlrw on the eve of an election for some sort of a represen-
tative y. However, the Arabs have declared a boycott of this
election. "Moreover, the Pan-Islamic movement, with which we
will deal more fully later on, is grewing rapidly.

. It can be said that in Irak the situation is even more com-
thaled, and still morc unfavourable for British imperialism.

ermanent occupatiom would cost emormous sums of money,
which would be in direct oppositios to the efforts to decrease
expenditures, which at present is the chief eolution in all the capi-
tahist countries for the crisis.

The occupation of Mesopotamia, which was the inevitable
consequence of the war, has created for the British Empire a
situation against which Brailsford uttered a warning even durin
the war in his book “A League of Nations”, in which he said:
“The occupation of Messopotanua would weaken Qreat Britain
atrntegicalg and politically.

Great Britain even now permits a kind of auto-
nomous administration for Irak as well as for those parts of
Arabian Continent which are in the British sphere of influence.
Nay, this autonomous adminis'rat oa under British supremacy is
even a dire necessity for Great Britain. However, it is precisely
this autonomous administration which just in Egypt leads to the
growth of the movement for the abolition of British supremacy.

According to the latest reports, a kind of agreement was
arrived at in Oclober in the city of Bagdad between the British
High Commissioner, Sir Percy Cox, and the Premier of Irak.
This agreement defines the position of Great Britain as a manda-
tory er in lrak, and is considered to be the first important
gtef t!:warda the establishment of am awtonomous administration
in Ira

Moreover, Great Britain undertakes to bring about the
admission of Irak into the League of Nations, by which act the
British mandate would cease automatically.

News was also received that the British Government will
do its utmost to regulate the frontiers of Irak. It is said that
after the ratification of the agreement, the establishment of a
stable government in conformily with the organic laws and the
final definition of the frontiers, the British Government difinitely
expecis that the Irak government will apply for admission into
the League of Nations. .

Comrades, there is still another example of the hypocritical -
policy of British imﬁlrinlism. Just a9 in the case of the see-
mingly independent kingdom of Fejsal. Great Brifain is endea-
vourmg fo create yet anqther eo-called in dent Arabian
Staje as an ally for iteclf. This ally is eves #0 be allowed #o
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become a member of the League of Nations. Egym. however,
which is a Mohamedan state, and is supposed to be deat,
must not be a part of this League—the tool of the Great Powers.

There is every reason to believe that Great Britain is endeavour-
ing to establish at all costs ils supremacy on the mighty Arabian
Continent. A well-known explorer, Mrs. Rosita Forbes, who is
in the service of the British Government, left recently for the
Arabian desert, carrying secret instructions.  Probably, her
business will be to bribe the Bedouin chiefs into a renewed alli-
ance with Great Britain by means of gold and costly presents.
In the Arabian Continent, nothinf less than the route with India
will be at stake during the next lew years for Great Britain. If
during the next few years the Arabian tribes and the Arabs in
general desired to gef rid of the British guardianship, the sirate-
gical bridge, which took Qreat Britain two hundred years to build,
would collapse.

Such mighty questions are now at stake in the Near East.
One might almost say: the orientation of the Arabs in the next
few months or years will influence the orientation of world
history in the Near East.

Comrades, Great Britain is endeavouring by all means to
retain its supremacy in these countries, by cunning or by violence,
according to circumstances.

The interests of the world proletariat, as well as those of
Eastern Peoples, demand that this supremacy should be over-
thrown.

Irak is probably the weakest and, strategically the most
unfavourable position in the connecting link of the British Em-
pire. Strategically, its position is much more un favovrable than
that of Palesiine or Egypt, and much more difficult to reach
and to occupy that the two latter. lts population still consists
mostly of nomadic tribes, which are not willing to submit to the
British yoke. It is impossible to draw a regular frontier line
with open desert on either side of it. Bribery and corruption are
the only means by which something can be achieved with the
free Bedouin tribes.

Comrades, you will realise the difficult position of British
imperialism in the near East if you take into consideration thi
Eosition in connection with the mighty extension of the strategical
ine in the Fear Fast. For this enfire Eastern world, from the
frontiers of Beluchistan to the Mediteranean, from the British
imperialist viewpoint, is nothing but a glacis of the fortress—
India, traversed by a moat which is to constitute the connection
between the two big seas on which the Empire is and must re-
main the master, namely the Mediteranean and the Indian Ocean.

In 1018 —19 British imperialism was still conducting an
offensive throughout this mighty territory.

If one wishes {0 obtain a clear idea of the British offensive
for this mighty front, which was a phase of the later stages of
the world war, a front which extended over thousands of miles
from Cengral Asia to the Black Sea, one could not do better than
read the book of the British military officer who, on this matter,
has perhaps told some tales out of school, and said more than
was absolutely necessary. | mean the book of Captain L. V. S.
Blacker of the Corps of Guides, entitled: “On Secret Patrol in
Upper Asia”

In the preface of this highly interesting work, the well
known Brmsﬁ imperialist  polifician and  strategist, Sir
George Young-Husband says that a small number of British
Indian Mohamedan troops annihilated 10,000 Bolsheviks and
spread the fear of God and of the Indian soldiers under British
leadership through thousands of kilometres of Asian territory.

One could not wish for a clearer statement of the world
historic fact than that made by these military officers namely,
that the world war, which was fought out in 1918 on the mighty
field which stretches from the Pamur Plateau and Chinese *ur-
kestan to the Black Sea, became automatically a struggle between
proletarian Russia ahd the imperialism of Great Britain. The
two irreconcilable enemies came into collision in this emormous
mountain range which stretches over thousands of miles and in
these immeasurable deserts, at the moment wheft the Proletarian

epublic came into being and when the British Empire had
reached the zenith of its power.

Since then British imperialism declined rapidly, while the
r‘ower of the proletarian vepublic ascended. And now, after the
pse of four years. the proud Brifish Empire is a y com-
pelled to negotiate on equal terms with the new, dreaded and
despised proletarian Power.

) And what is worse still, it had to give in to the Islamic
Power, which it imagined to have completely destroyed.

Comrades, this is a case which reminds one of-the mighty
changes of destiny which Shn'kuﬂare, the greatest British dra-
in;atut. vhu represented in his historical mas,

enry V.

However, what is most important is perhaps. the fact that
Captain Blacker boasts that Moslems from British India and Pun-
jab under British leadership carried out the dirty woek which
they were told to do, and that (if London had willed it) they
would have beaten the young Red Armies and would have throt-
tled the Red Republic.

I will leave it to military experts to decide in how far this
is correct from the military viewpoint. However, we know that
at present the British officers and British militarism cannot dis-
pose any longer of the Moslems of British India to the same
extent as this was sible at that time and during the world
war. Owing to the British policy, Moslem sentiment in India has
become such, that Indian troops cannot again be used against the
Soviet Republic. And if it were possibie to use them again on
such an errand, this would apply only to a very small section
of them. However, it is our duty, comrades, to see to it that no
:s‘l!:gnic soldier be used again as a mercenary against proletarian
reedoni.

We have again reached the main point of inferest which
the events in the Near East have furnished for the struggle of
the world proletariat, for our Communist International, and for
the overthrow of capitalism.

These events constitute a new phase in the huge and ever-
developing fight which the Eastern world as a whole, and the
Islamic world in particular, as the most pugnacious element, is
waging against the dominion of European capital

This revolt is of so great a significance for the history of
the workd that the proletarian International must pay more at-
tention to the East than ever in the past, and must give all the
support possible to the movement.

The Mussulman peoples do not merely comprise the
greater part of the population of Asia and Asia Minor. Islam
grows increasingly powerful in Africa, and has spread south-
ward as far as the t. The independence of the oriental
world and of the Moslems would imply overthrow of western
imperialism, and above all of British imperialism.

rialism cannot endure unless the imperialists retain their
political dominion over the Asiatic ﬂ]laeomo\;nless they can con-
tinve to exploit the Mohamedans, the Hi the Chinese and
the other Mations of the Far East. Why is this? Because the
liberation of the Mohamedan and other Oriental peoples, will
imply the cessation of the tribute they pay to European capitalism
and without this tribute the accumulation of capital cannot
continue. .

Now an arrest of accumulation is the most deadly wound
that can be ipflicted on capital. It cuts off the blood mﬂy as
we have been taught once more by the happenings of fast
two years.

The movement, the revolution, which is now aﬁecﬂngnt:l:
whole ot the East, boflr near and far, and which will bri
complete political independence to these regions,, is irresistable.

The Mohameédan peoples aspire towards economic as well
as towards political emancipation. That is why the movemest
among them is such a menace to western capitalism.

For some decades there has been in progress a powerful
movement throughout the Mohamedan world. From time to time
it has been so extensive bridge material and racial diffe-
rences. | refer to the Pan-Islamic movement.

_ Stoddard, ome of the most recent historians of Islam, has
pointed out how greatly the events of the {ﬂrt immediately
preceding the world war increased the spirit of solidarity amons
the Mohamedans and stimulated their hatred for Europeans.. Jusi
before the war, an influential Mohamedan statesman wrofe as
follows in the % Revue du Monde Muselman™: “The events of
the last ten years and the blows which have befallen the Mohame-
dan world, have aroused in Mohamedan bosoms hitherto
unknown feelings of loyally and devotion. Today the whole of
Mohamedan world is inspired with hatred of all oppressors.

Stoddard specially emphasises the fact that this antipathy
against the West is not confined to journalists and politicians but
is shared by all strata of the population. Each class has iis owa
ﬁ:nicuiu reasons for hating European political dominance. Al

tlogdher;nndthhpmudanconmonmndudwhidmy.
when circumstances prove favoura'le, overru'e every other m
The world war was greeled by the broad masses of the poitl-
man people as a well-merited nemesis for western W
western pride. The “ Tanin “ wrote ou Oclober 24, 1914; “They,
could not see the evils in their own lands or elsewhere, bu tiey

especially in




|

»

bR TR

.h'owE__

'y X

< A il S FRAL v ' S

No, 116

International Press Correspondence

made the most frifling incident an occassion for meddling in our
affairs. Every day, on some pretext or other, they
curfailed some of our rights or interfered with our
sovereignty. They practiced vivisection on our quiverin
flesh, cutting large pieces away. On our side, we ha
forcibly to repress the feelings of revolt in our hearts. Impotently
we clenched our fists. We preserved an agonised silence. But
the fire burned within, and we said to ourselves: “I1f they would
only atlack one another, and hew one apother to 'plects Lo!
now they hew one another in pieces precisely as the Turks longed
for them to do!

To many far-sighted Mohamedans therefore, the world
war brought food for rejoicing.

Stoddart maintians that the only reason why the great
war was not promptly followed by a great Mohamedan rising
was that the E-ders of Islam did not think the time rine for
such a rising, and because speaking genzrg:‘y they condemned the
action of the Young Turks in taking a side in the

" imperialist war. The true intellectual leaders of
Islamism, the men at the head of the great
brotherhoods (the Senusia) thought the moment inoppor-
tupe.  Materially, too, they were unprepared. They had
nG spitable arrangements made, and the Caliph’s summons to
the holy war bore too plainly the stamp “made in Germany ”.
The farseeing Mussulmans had no desire to throw theme. es
into the World War for the sake of one group of the contending
imperialists. Although there were risings everywhere in Moha-
medan countries under British and French rule, these were spoa-
faneous outbursts, and were not supported by the great leaders.
The view of the deaders was correct. All that happened during
and after the war tended most powerfully to promote the energies
of the Pan-Islamic movement.

Above all it became plain that the capitals wers had
learned nothing from the war. Everyone knows Irom the dis-
closures of the secret treaties that even while the war was in

the Powers were pursuing their policy of anaexation
m conguest. But what when

Pan-
Islamic

peace came? Stoddard
is no revolutic , and we will leave to him the description of
the efiect which Versailles Peace Conference had upoan the

Moaohamedan peoples. e says that the doings of the European

Imperialist Powers, the secret treaties dividing up the Mohamedan

world, lilled them with wrath and with an unprecedented sense

of imjustice. There was a az:g: of passion, heralding a yet

m’kr storm. Since 1919 the tide of wrath has been rising ever
r.

“We must not,” -writes Stoddart, “ allow ourselves to be
misled by the fact that the revolts of the Mohamedan peoples of
the Near East during the years from 1918 onwards have at first

ight a nationalist aspect. Mohamedan Nationalism and Pan-
ism, however different they may be, are identical in their
iration towards the complete freeing of Islam from European
:ogxlnml control. Islam is capable of consfituling a sort of unity
‘a8 against the capitalist world; for the bond which unites all the
Mohamedans is something more than a religious bond. islam is
more than a religion: it is a complete social system: it is a
civilisation with its own philosophy, culture and art. In the
ocourse of many rcenturies of struggle with the rival civilisation
of Christianity it has become an orgamic and self-conscious
whole.”

After the Italian attack on Tripoli, Arminius Vm&y,
who is one of the greatest authorities on the Moslem wor!
wrote: “The more notable the increase in the power
authority of the West in the old world, the more intimate becomes
the bond of unity and comumon interest among the various sections
of the Asiatic population, and the fiercer burns their fanatical
hatred for Europe.”

Let me quote Stoddart once morEa:o give his descrimi‘on
of the effects o? the World War on the East in general and Islam
in particular. “The war has ruined Eurog:u prestige in the
[East and has o the orientals’ eyes to the weaknesses of the
West. For the East the war was a liberal' education. Think only
bow many millions of orientals and negroes were drawn from the
remote forests of Asia and ‘Africa to serve as labourers and
soldiers ip the white men’s war. Although

troops were engaged in colomial military ations, a million

and more we;‘c transferred to Elutxopun sod&d In Eu;it:pe
elaughtered white men, raped white women, on white mep's
Lo became acquainted with white men’s wulmuux. !r‘xno: ‘

Ao telf the tale-among their own folks. Asia and
fo-day ‘?ll
W
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follies. Never before were the possibilities in the relationship
between the two worlds so incalculable and so threatening.”

This bourgeois student of Islam is at one with the most
noted Mohamedan men of learning in his conclusion, “The rela-
t:onship between Weslern capitalism and the Eastern world,
which for a century has been passing through its age of renais-
saice (a renaissance which may be said to have begun in Arabia
at the openine of the XIXth century of our era)—the relationship
between a capitalist world which is exhausted and undermin-d
by the excess of ils labours and the deepness of its wounds, which
18 profoundly disintegrated and has an enemy within it own
household the revolutionary proletariat, and a ohamedgn world
which in every respect. aliﬁe rehgious, cultural, political, and
economic 18 rising out of the abyss of decay mto which it has
sunk during the eighleenth century—this relationship 1s once
again as greatly strained at it was in the days of the Crusades
when, after the appearance of the lurks in the Moslem world of

the XIth century, one hundred years’ war ensued between Fast
snd West.” .

In the century of warfare during the middle ages, the West
bore off the palm of victory, and gathered strength from the

siruggle; even though deep and incurable wounds were inflicted
oun world civilisation,

Now the relationship bas been reversed Decadent Western
capitalism 1s laced by the menace of the young and increasingy
vicorous world of the Fast and of Islam, where countless millions
have for decades been debased, misused, and exploiled by im-
perialism, until at length they turn in revolt.

The West 1s weakened in energy and dimimished in great-
ness. It has a foe within its own household, the revolutionary
working®class, which would have overthrown the whole structuce
long ago but for the support given to the tottering edifice by the
socialist traitors, Nevertheless, the contrast with the years before
the war is notable. Prior to the war, Czarism was quite as
dangerous as Weslern imperialism to oriental freedom, to the
freedom of the Mohamedan peoples. But Czarism has been des-
troyed, and Proletarian Russia has taken iis place; Proletarian
Russia, the friend of genuine self-determination, of the freedom of
oriental nations.

Down to 1914, Germany was to all appearence, the friend
of the Mohamedan peoples, but in reality she was just as savage
and perfidious a foe. Gertuany has vanished as an imperialist
power, and the Danubian monarchy, Germany’s ally, has been
destroyed. Down to 1914, Italy was one of the enemies of the
independence of the Mchamedan States. Italy, however, has been
80 irelﬂ{ weakened by the war that she seems to have renounced
all her claims in the Balkans and Anpatolia. She is merely able
to maintain a pseudo-dominance in Libya, and her rule there will
unquestionably be overthrown. The Italian proletariat need
merely take a step forward after the many steps backward taken
since 1920, and the desire to retain Lybia will no longer exist
among the ltalian imperialists.

Of the six great faes of 1slam, but two remain; 1n additidn
to one lesser foe, Dulch capitalism, which during the war, had
fed its full and which now acts as auxiliary in the wake of the
British man-of-war. Two instead of six. British imperialism,
seems to be acting somewhat more sanely lowards the Islamic
world. It seemed otherwise directly after the war. The bestial
actg of the French troops under Couraud in the Near Fast are
not yet forgotien. ’

At the end of 1921, Stoddard wrote 1n his book (Atter
having described .how serious was the situation 1o the Near
Fast). “The most hopeful omen recently, is that the British
Government is aware of the ever-increasing danger and has
consequently begun to change its attiiude. On the other hand
the gloomiest omen in the Near East is France’s irreconcilable
stand. It would appear that the French policy has fallen a prey
to its-own traditions, and is fearful of looking realily in the lface.
If it ends in an expiosion—-and an explosion is bound to occur
unless France alters her aftitude—some dn{I or other the scanty
French forces will be swept away by a whirl wind of Arabian
wrath riging out of the recesses of the desert. Should this happen,
the judgment of all well acquainted with the Eastern question
will certainly be that French policy has been cooked in broth of
its own stewing.”

1t is clear thal the welkinformed author felt how extremely
dangerous the situation in Syria was but a little while ago. He
saw the simoon of ‘Beduwn fury sweeping over the French troops
and with one. blasi' cleari tiem Jaway. Since then Freach
policy towards Islam has Under what influnce? The
roof of the matter lies in the general situation of French imperi-

- alismy fo which | refered above, and one may assume that oil capital
an

u important part. This is a very special kixd of capital,
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and | only allude fo it in passing. H is more important to nore
that the hope (which Mr. St rd ventured to express in the
vear 1921) that British policy in regard o Islam would change,
has suffered compiete smpwreck. Lord Milner’s attempts at re-
couctliation ‘n Lgypt have come to nmought. All the observers
who have recently beeu in Egypt are agreed (hat the Egyptian
mas:es arc opeinly 1n revcit against By tish capitalism and against
the pseuwc-constitution whi'ch Britain. under the protection of
British bayonets has introduced. We may gather {oo, from
recent reports how perilous is Britan’s situation in Mesopo-
tamia. We are in a pesition 0 aifirm that British dominion in
the border areas of Arabia, in Palestine, in the Sinai peninsula,
in Irak apd in Oman, depeunds vpon a factor which is quite
ignured in Europe. Its continuance depends upon the o of
tge Bedun sheiks in independent Arabia. One thing is clear,
that the iruperial:st powers of the West are not only fighting one
ano.her over therr var:ous inierests in the question of German
reparations. ba that in therr Easiern policy they are likewise at
one anothet's throams, Far from being fiiends they are all in-
trigu'ng against one ¢nother

The Pan-Islamic movement. however. has at its command
such swziesmen as {he cinef of the Senus.a. whose spiritual in-
fiuence aniong millious of Mohamedans is coni nually incre.sing,
and who will certainiy not refra.n from tucn'ng to full advantage
these clashes ' et ween the on.l{ two great enemies that still con-
front Islam  lhe iuniellectual leaders of Islen. are in no hurry,
they will awail a favourable moment and then (we may rest
assureds they will deal a shirewd b ow to one fo- or the other.

In this historicai struggle for the political freeing of Islam,
it ie the duty of the revolutionary proletariat o watch closely,
ard to give the Mohamedans all possible moral and %olitical
support.  The proletariat throughout the world has but one
enemy—imperialism. ‘But imperialism is not an integral whole
and the proletariat is not its only irreconcilable foe. The chief
enemy of the prcietaniat and also of the oriental and in especial
of the Mussulman peoples is the British empire, whose world-
embracing imperiaiism s founded upon (among other things)
the hegemony of India and naval dominance in the Mediter-
ranean and the Indian Ocean. {t lies within the power of the
Mohamedan peoples to break down the bridge that sustains
British imperialisni. Shouid this bridge fall, the whole structure
wi'l collapse, and its overthrow will have such mighty reper-
¢ csions throughout the Orient and the Mahomedan world, that
French imperialism, too, will fall in ruins. The liberaiion of the
world of Islam especially the Near East from any kind of Euro-
pean political dominance, is not merely of interest to the dwellers
in these lands, o he peasants and workers in those oriental
regions which have not yet come under the yoke ol capitalism—
it 13 of enormous importance likewise o the Western European
ant o the worid proletariat. This liberation would inevitably
enlail the collapse of western imperialism, the cancellation of the
scaindalous umperialist peace treaties, the success of the revoiu-
tion in Europe, the addition of Western European Soviet Repu-
blics to the Central European and Eastern European States, the
liberation and federation of the Balkan nationalities, and their
integration to form a great Balkan league of the liberated
Balkan republics.

I'he imernational proletariat thereforce acclaims the poli-
tfical aspiration of the )&ohamedan nations towards complete
economic, financial, and political enfranchisement from the in-
fluence and dominance of the imperialist States; acclaims it as
an aspiration which, even though it may not aim at the abolition
of wage siavery and at private ownership of the means of pro-
duction in Mohammedan lands, none the lesg menaces the founda-
tions of European capitalism.

Roy:

(India)
I'he countries in the East can be divided into three cate-
ries. First, those countries which are nearing to most highly
eveloped capitalism. Countries where not only the import of
capital from the metropolis has developed indusiry, but a native

_capitalism has grown, leading to the rise of a bourgeoisie with

a developed class consciousness, and its counierpart, the prole-
tariat, which is also developing its class consciousness, and is
esgaged 1n an economic struggle which is graduall coming into
it+ political stage. Second, those countries in wzich capitalist
development has taken place but is still at the lowér level, and
ia which feudaiism is still the backbone of society. Then we
have the third grade, where primitive conditions still prevail,
where feudal pairiarchaiiun :s the social order. How, then, for
the countries under the } tading of the colonial and semi-coloniil
countries, which can beiivided into groups so apart from eacn
other, a general program or a general line of tactics can be
determined in order o help the development of the revolutionary

- disturbance, of civi

movement in those countries? The {ask before us to-day in this
Fourth Congress is {o elaborate those fundamental principl=g
‘hat were laid down by the Second Congress of the Communist
International. We are faced to-day with a concrete problem of
how best we can develop the movement in those countries; we
have the revolutionary movement in each. But since the social
structure of those countries is different, naturally the character
of the revolutionary movement in those countries is also different.
In so far as the social character is different the program for
those movements must be different, and the tactics must also
be dilferent.

With this in view all the Eastern elegations present at this
Congress in cooperation with the Eastern sectiom of the Com-
munist International, have grepared a thesis which has been
submitted to the Congress. In this thesis the general situation
in the East has been laid down and the development in the move-
ment since the Second Congress has been pointed out and the
general line which should determine the development of the
movement in those countries has also been formulated.

At the time of the Second Congress, that is on {he morrow
of the Great Imperialist war, we found a general upheaval of
the colonial people. This upheaval was brought about by the
intensified economic exploitation during the war.

This great revolutionary upheaval attracted the attention
of the who!c world. We had a revolt in Egypt in 1919, and one
of the Korean people in the same year. In the countries lying
between these two extreme points there wae {o be noticed a
revolutionary upheaval of more or less intensity and extensive-
ness. But at that time ithese movements were nothing but bi
sponfaneous upheavals and since those days the various elemen
and social factors which went to the composition of these move-
nients have clarified in so far as the social economic basis has
gone on developing. Consequently we find to-day that the ele-
ments which were active participanis in those movemenis twa
ears ago are gradually leaving them if they have not already
eft them. For example, in the countries which are more deve-
loped capitalistically the upper level of the bourgeoisie, that is,
that part of the bourgeoisie which has already what may be
called a stake in the country, which has a large amount of capital
invested, and which has built up an industry, is finding that to-
day it is more convenient for its development {o have imperialist
protection. Because, when the great social upheaval that
took place at the end of the war, developed into its revolu-
tionary sweep it was not only the foreign imperialists but the
native bourgeoisie as well who were terrilied by its possibilities.
The bourgeoisie in none of those couniries is develo enough
as yet to have the confidence of being able to take the place of
foreign imperialism and to preserve law and order afier the over-
throw of imperialism. They'are now really afraid that in case
foreign rule is overthrown as a consequence of the development
of this re'voluiionarly upheaval, a period of anarchy, chaos and

war will follow that will not be conducive
to the promotion of their own interests. That is to say the indus-
irial development of the bourgeoisie needs peace and order which
was given to most of these couniries by foreign imperialism, The
threat to this peace and order, the possibility of disturbance and
revolutionary upheaval, has made it more convenient for the
native bourgeoisie fo compromise with the imperial overlord,

_ This naturally has weakened the movement in some of the
countries but at the same time this {emporary compromise does
not fundamentally weaken {he movement. In order to maintain
its hold in those countries, rialism must look for some local
help, must have some social basis, must have the support of one
o~ other of the classes of native society. To-day it has found it
necessary to repudiate the old methods of imperialist exploita-
tion and it has given the native bourgeoisie or a certain part of
the native bourgeoisie certain concessions in the political or eco-
nomic sphere. These concessions have reconciled the native
bourgeoisie temporarily, but they have opened a bigger vision
before it. They have permitied a test of economic ¢¥evelopment
and brought into existence a capitalist rivalry, because, in so far
ag industry grows in the colonial countries it undermines the
basis of the monopoly of imperial capital.

Therefore, the temporary compromise between native and
imiperial bourgeoisie cannot be everlasting. In this compromise
we can find the development of a future conflict.

Then, in that second group of couniries where usury and
trade capital, feudal bureaucracy and feudal militarism are
the leading social element and the leaders of the national move-
ment, this compromising imperial policy has been introduced,

but it has not given such satisfaclory results as in the other.

countries because the interest of the feudal bureaucracy and the
colonial feudal lords are not so easily comparible as is the case
between the imperial and the native eoisie. Therelore
find that in the last year the struggle in Turkey, the na
struggle in Turkey, took the forefront of all the colonial g N
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* But the latest evenis in Turkey show us the weakness of
this as well, because we know that a national struggle cannot
develop consciousness of political nationhood, cannot grow in
a people, so long as the social economics of that partigular people
are bound up with the feudal patriarchal system. Unless the
bourgeoisie come inlo existence and become leaders of the society
the national struggle cannot take place with all its revolutionary

ibilities. So in all these countries, in proportion as the
xourgeoisie is developing, the national struggle has become 1ntlen-
sified. From this point of view, although we know there 1s
danger of the colonial bourgeoisie always compromismg with the
imperial bourgeoisie, we must always on principle stand for
them; that a bourgeois national movement i1n the colonial coun-
tries is objectively revolutionary, therefore it should be given
support; but we should not overlook the fact that this objective
force cannot be accepted as unconditional, and that particular
historical reasons ehould be taken into consideration. The bour-
geaisie becomes a revolutionary factor whean it raises the siandard
of revolt against backward, an(i1mtod forms of society —that is,
when the siruggle is fundamentally against the feudal order, the
bourgeoisie leading the people. Then the bourgeoisie ig the
vanguard of the revolution.

But this cannot be said about the new bourgeoisie in the
Eastern countries; or most of them, Although the bourlgeoisie
is leading the struggle there, it is at the same time not leading
it against feudalism. It is leading the struggle against capitalism.
Therefore it is a struggle of the weak and suppressed and unde-
veloped ‘bourgeoisie against a stronger and &nore developed bour-

eoisie. Imsiead of being a class war it is an internecine war 8o
say, and as such contains the elements of compromise.

So, the nationalist struggle in the colonies, the revolutio-
nary movement for national elopment in the oolonies, cannot
be based purely and simply on a movement inspired by bour-

eoiy ideology and led by the bourgeoisie. And we see how
t in eévery country all these leading factors—the liberal bour-
geoisie -in the most advanced countries, and the feudal military
cliqueés in the second greup of these countries—are Sgadually
trying to make some compromise with the imperial overlord and
imperial capitalism. .

This position brings us face to face with a problem as fo
whether there-is a possibility of another social factor going into
this. e and wresting the leadership from the hands of those
who are leading the struggle so far.
© “+ We find in these countries where capitalism is sufficiently
developed that, such a social factor is ing info exis-
tence. We find in these ocouniries the creation of a proletarian
clags, and ‘where the penetration of capitalism has undermined
, bringing into existence a vast mass of r and
arian toilers. This mass is being gradually drawn
into the ,which is no longer purely economic, but which
agsumes every day a more and more political character. So also
in the countries where feudalism and the feudal military clique
are still holding leadership, we find the develo and growth
of grarian movement. In every conflict, in every siruggle,
we find that the interests of imperial capital are identical with the
pative landowning and feudal class, and that therefore when the
masses ol the people rise, when the national movement assumes
revolut proportions, it threatens not only the imperial capi-
tal and for overlordship, bu{ it finds also the native upper
class allied with foreign exploiters.

Hence we gee in the oolonial. countries a triangular fight
developing, a fight which is direcied at the same time against
foreign 1 i and the native ypper class which direcily or
indirectly strengthens and gives support fo foreign imperialism.

And this is the fundamental issue of the thing (hat we
bave to find out—How the native bourgeoisie and the native
upper class, whose interest conflicts with ialism or whose
economic deveiopatent is. obstructed by imperial domination, can
e ed and helped o undertake a ? W;oluve%oﬁnd
out how objective_revolutionary signilicane of these factors
can be ufilised. At the same time we wust keep it definitely in

1

g

that these faciors
know '

)

th l.eqdership of this movement was ig the hands of the bour-
geoisie.

The bourgeoisie was divided into two parts “the upper
layer, which was developed industrially and ownin big industrial
and commercial interesis inferlinked with imperial capital, found
it dangerous for their extension, and therefore went over to the
imperiants thus constituting itself a positive obsiruction fo the
revolutionary nationalist movement weak social background.
!)ld with its not have the determunation, the courage, to put
itself at the head of this big revolutionary movement to lead
it forward, and the movement consequently, betrayed and misted
by these elements has come to its present period of depiession.

) I'hen, on ghe other hand, we have the example ol the
Turkish struggle. This struggle 1s contemporary and you know
how the imminent victorr ol the lurkish people had not been
carried on to its logical consequences by the feudal mi tary
clique which stands at its head to-day. lhe uliimate vn".d)ry of
the Turkish people, the complete political and economic Liberation
ol the Turkish nation, has been and s going 1o be compronsed
in order 1o safeguard the interests of the amall feudal military
clique which has found it convenient 1o sell itself 10 one group
ol imperialisis as against another group. That chique found it
convenient to ally with one group ol imperialisis against another.
lhis nught lead 10 the aggrandisement ol this group and to the
enthronement of Mustapha Kemal Pasha in place of the Sultan
who was largely in the hands of British Imperialism, but it does
not solve the lurkish national problem in any way. And we
know that while two or three months ago the revolutionary
elements all over the world were hailing the victories of
Musta Kemal Pasha, we now have (he news (hat Kemal in a
free Turkey, freed by the efforts of the revolutionary workers
and peasants, is brutally rseculing the latter. Hence it is
proved that although (he eoisie and the feudal military
clique in one or other of these countries can assume the leadership
ol the pationalist revolutionary struggle, there comes a time
when these people are bound to betray the movement and become
a coumfer-revolutionary force. Unless we are prepared to train
politicallf the other social element which is objectively more
revolutionary 1o step into their places and asswume the leadership,
the ultimate victory of the nationalist struggle becomes proble-
matical for the time being. Although two years ago we (s)id not
think of this problem so clearly, this tendency remained thore
as an objeclive tendency, and lo-day, as a result of that, we have
in almost all Eastern countries communist parties, political
parties of the masses. We know that these conununist parties in
most of these countries cannot be called comumunist parties in the
Western sense, but their existence prove that social factors are
there, demanding political parties, not bourgeois political parties,
but political parties whicli will express and reflect the demands
interests aspirations of the masses of the people, peasants and
werkers, as against that kind of nationalism which merely stanis
for the economic development and the political aggrandisement
ol the native bourgeoisie. The existence of these communist
parties in these Eastern countries and their historic réle becomes
more signifidhnt when we look at the matter from the other noint
of view, when we look at it from the point of view, that on
account of the misfortune that the bourgeoisie came into the field
in the ocolonial and semu-colonial countries a lijtle too late (150
ears later), they are not coing to play the role of liberators,
z)ecause they will and can go eo far and oo farther. Therefore
the nationalist revolut.onary move:ient in these countries where
millions and millions must have natiomal liberation — must free
themselves economically and politically from Imperialism before
they can progress er—is not going to be successful under
the leadership of the bourgeoisie.

Therefore we find the necessity of these communist parties,
which at the present moment camnot be called more than nuclei,
are destined to play a big role in so far as they will assume the
leadership of tge national revolutionary struggle when it is
deserted and betrayed by the bourgeoisie. They will be able to
carry on the struggle for liberation against Imperialism. They
alone will be in a position to lead the colonial peoples and oppres-
sed nationalities to the conquest of complete political and econo-

mic independence.

These are historically destined for and socu'ljy
upabhofthgu:kbeauutheymbnudmt}uob;ectw y
most revolutionary factars, viz., the peasants and workers—the
facfor which has no interest in common with Imperialism and
whiose social position and economic conditions cammot be improved

| way 8o loug as these couniries are under capitalist Im-

under ! therefore, of a polifical party
? mthc Ie:d::;hip, h’m;,“ the l:a’ltiioml l:’evo
v can come to final victery..
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Now comrnd'eo, this nc: sity of oroanising Communist Parties
in these countries br..gs us o the program and tactics of th se

(he masses more actively in the forefront, thm%h the most
revolutionary social elements which constitute the basis of the

Communist Parties. I should point oux the necessity that while movement, thereby securing the final victory.
the Communist llllitermlim'mll is dtisc:gumg t'hh‘e problem. ?'th.

rogramm it should pay serious attention is, in view of the

fl;g that to develop the program of the Interantional in the K'tavama:
Eastern countries is more complicated. It is more complic~ted

because (unfortunately it is to b. confessed) our comrades of the (Japan.)

Communist International so far have devoted very litile time to
the study of these questions. ;

Before we can have a program on this question, develop

a line of tactics which could be adopted by the Communist
Parties in Eastern countries, it is necessary that the various
sections of the International pay a little more attention to and
study these questions a little more carefully. 1t should not be
ratuitous work on their part, because capitalism—the power of
ﬁle bourgeoisie, in their own countries 1s to-day very closely
interlinked with the situation in the colonial countries; because
imperialism today is trying to save itself by developing colonial
countries industrially. During the war imperialism; particularly
British imperialism, foand it mecessary fo slacken its monopoly
~ rights over the ecomomic and industrial life of the backward
colonial countries. So, a country like India, which was maintained
as an agricultural reserve, as a source of raw material for
British industries for more than 150 years, was allowed sufficient
industrial development during the war. The dislocation of the
capitalist equilibrium in Europe, forces Imperialism to look out
for new markets by which the equilibrium of world capitalism can
be re-established. They are m to find this in the colonial
countries by developing industrially countries like India and

necessarily mean the contraction of production in the home
eountries. These countries when they are industrially developing
must have machinery, etc. which they cannot produce by them-
selves, and eo while perhaps in certain kinds of goods the colonial
market can be limited and reduced, yet so far as machinery is
concerned they must be extended.

Then again that part of the production of England and
other countries which used to be sold in central and Western
European markets must find new consumers, and this can be
done in the colonial countries by deyeloping the power of
consumption.

So, you see the re.adjustment of imperial capifal with the
native capital in the colonial amd semi-colonial co#tnqo will
play a big part in the wide schemc of capitalist oifensive. In
order to %e able to fight the capitalist ofiensive in European
counfries we must coordinate our forces with the movement in
the colonia} and semi-colonial countries.

The experience of the last two years in coordinating our
forces with the bourgeois nationalist parties in these countries
shows that through ti: medium of these parties we can utilize
the bourgeois revolutionary parties to the greatest extent.

This leads us to the question ot the united anti-imperialist
front. Side by side with the United Labour Front in the Western
countries we must organise the united anti-imperialist front in the
colonial and semi-colonigl countries. The object of this anti-
imperialist Uvited Front is to organise all the available revo-
luionary forces in a big United front, against imperialism. The
organisations of this front, the experience of the last two years
“has shown us, couid not be sealised under the leadership of the
bourgeois parties. So we have ‘to develop our parties in these
couniries in order to take the lead in the organisation of this
front. Just as the tactics of the united proletarian fropt leads to
accumulation of organisational strength in the Wesiern countries
and unmasks and discloses the treachery and compromising
tactics of the Social-Democratic Party by briging into
active conflict, so will the campaign of the united anti-imperialist
front in the colonial countries 'ﬂlbcnte the leadership of fhe
movement from the timid and hesitating bourgeoisic and bring

Comrades, I stand here to present the Japanese case and
also the case of the Far East. Japan occupies a very impertant
place as to the coming -Socialist revolution. Japan is the only
country which is really economically and politically indepeudent
in the Far East. Japan is important in the revolutionary move-
ment of the world because in the near future the workers of
{apan may rise against the capitalists. This is the reason why

want your serious attention. We all know, and I 'dc nut
need to tell you that we must protect the Russian Revolution.
Soviet Russia is menaced ?:yon]aplnese lmgcrialism, and for this
reason alone the Fourth gress and the Communists of the
world should pay more attention to this su:l'ect than they have.
During the Congress Japan is represented here in order  fo
make progress in the social revolution of the world. This is
the reason, comrades, 1 want to read what I presented in my
repurt on jgﬁn and Japanse conditions. 1 want to give you a
few facts. ey are facts which give you some idea of what
}apan i8: :

Population . . . . . . . 56.000.000
Wealth estimated at , . . 87.000.000.000 yen

Producto, 1917 . » . . mmom »

China: they are trying to find the solution of the problem that » 918 . . , . 5.608.000.000 ,,

ﬂgérwli)ﬁm t;‘;nug t:nmt?'rey rleto‘o oﬁenu!:‘e ?gagllmt:: Eurut;pem .. Japan is the most indusirial country in the Far East and

Proletariat to a crushing victory. We must not lose sight of this 1 Will read now the figures: '

tendency. We may argue this way: Well, this cannot be done Workers Men. Minors Women. Total

because imperialism means that colonial countries should be left Government Employees . 133000 — 48000  176.000

in a backward state economically so that the goods manufactured Factory employing 10 o 4 4 -

in the metropolitan countries can be sold there. Yes, but that more ' 706.000 o 814.000 1520000
; is a very mechanical way of lookutﬁ‘on these things. We must e 7" ° ° *°° * ¢ 363000 — 112000  465.000
B not forget that if the coat tail of Chinaman is lenthened by Fomlry. DLttt BBl — 147000 716,000
; a few inches the textile production of the world will have to be Fishery i A 617.000 20,000 170000 808000
i doubled. By industrial development the standard of living of Rail\uy'W.orl'xer's Pl 2378000 20000 1.188.000 8.860.000
3 400 million Chinese can be raised and thus the textile production Agrarian Workers . . 1.856000 B55.000 1402000 3.998.000
i of the world doubled. Industrial development of China does not OrammarSchool Teachers 173000 63000 226,000

Altogether there are . . . 11.064.000
: workers

These are wage workers, exploiled in some cases vgry
much. The work-day in the .pmnmil factory consists of 11
and 12 hours and there are also night shifts. Women and young
irls work these hours in the factory. Besides this there are
160.000 families of poor peasantry and combined femantry,

‘Among these workers some industrial proletarians are
organised: in 1920 there were 838 unions with a memba-gifof

.000 and in 1921—671 unions with a membership of 264.000
and 229 tenant unions with a membership of 24.000. ‘There h}l‘
of course, been anvincrease since that time. The Landowuers'
Union which with the exception of 225, is really a peasant
proprietors’ union, has a membership of 1.422.000.  There are
also mutual aid associati In 1920 there were 685 with a
membership of 2.000.000, unions aided 3.169.000 persons
with money amounting to 1.551.000 yens.

Comrades, these are bare facts based upon a government
report. Of course as to the labour unions, the government has
tried to minimise their number; we have more. The Japanese
workers are oppressed and exploited by the militarist government.
They are suppressed whenever they start a liberal movement,
but they are awakening. The Japanese workers have had to
learn European fechnique and how to conduct European industry.
It took somewhere between 40 and 50 {ylurn. and they have
learned all the technique during this short time. I well remember
when 1 was thirteen or fourteen years of age, there 'were no
factories worth while mentioning, there were only 25 miles of
railroads in the whole of Japan and we had not even heard of
coal or kerosiit. We only used the candle for lgihﬁnge}mrpo'u.
We had no machides in Japan except the. water wheel and the
hand spinning wheel. ‘ t

But to-day we have 6.000 miles of railroads, 4.000.000 fons
of atealmhip& An:lm I ug uhaiggd to ht:tx; you ﬂx‘: }le ve
700.000_tons of warshi 0 in or fifty years the Japa
haye learned how to%d otﬁumilimmd locomotives, |
. Workers are
They have :

to build complicated machines, and
themselves more and more oppressed.
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to learn the art of warfare. Ja went to war in  advanced i
cwdhl_ ! ) 1 . t | revotutionary work ighti i
1 with China, in 1904 with Russia. TE; sacrificed them- troubling about thuer{mli-jra c"'cst:h xcm)?egr:l“elnng. mT“i?N “:;le lg:l'

selves and became cannon fodder, byt they found out that they 1o i i
beca der, ut you 1o create a unit front again h iali
g&ﬁg\?&m .lor thecapriklahs of Jagm. This is a great and the capitalism of the whole world. sl‘ l‘me gll': rt:)all:.m
= 1 e Japanese workers. They have learned not ouly fhe Japanese workers have already started to work for th’
is complicated modern indusirial technique, but also they have  united front in the Far Last. Under the auspices of S e'
organised a labour movement. Our labour unions are very weak  Russia and the Comintern we had a Far Fasl‘r SC( f e
et, but I tell you in Japan ﬂlc_re is no Ilenderpon, no Ciompers last February and March, and we esiablished :nunilt?(]i e;'enc:-
al!leeyﬁdtl)ml::)'t ca'r:rlb:::t thec uxlm:n [ur;d, the' ujuon proLF-hrty, they ({he starting point was that the Japax‘wse Chinese and Ko:'?a]r;
h ¢ revolutionising of Japan. ey are ommunists were 10 create a U r i
deman%mg, besides the increase of wages, the shnrlen{ng of lmperialism. Comrades from ﬂlw"”\é’)gslrrl(mv:!a:lgdll(l)m;u hﬂ";m
?_oura, the control of the industry, determuned lo carry on their  point, that though you may in your countries th'mky hitle of
fight for a new society. Our union leaders understand the {he Japanese workers, you will agree to attempt to crush
capifalist conditions and are showing the workers that the Japanese imperialism. Wil you not? We are organized

capitalist system cannot remedy the unemployment problem, under this banner to fight against Japa i e
lnd_ ‘h,‘(’ it will never be remedied until t destruction of Far East ¢ SERIEKE SRERRERS i pEgiurtin. f, (be oo
capitalism. I want to say a word now about the women's movement,

Comrades our workers are far behind in the matter of a  Decause it has been somewhat neglected at this Fourth Con
labour movement, but | tell you we have no traditional obstruc- gress. Japanese women workers are very much cxploited. The
fions, or reactionary labour “aristocracy, therefore the Japanese are prisoners in {he companies’ dormitories and they wnr{
workers are progressing faster than those of other countries. twelve hours, both in day shifis and n.ght shifts. Formerly »
Most of the unions have started recently, that is a few years Japanese women were prohibited from atiending political mee »
ago. But one union had been organised about eleven_years W8S and forming political associations. But lﬁese restriction
ago. 1 wish to show you how the Japanese labour movement have now been abolished. )apanese women are being éducated in
has beermaking progress. The Yual Kai (Japanese Federation of the highest educational institutions in the country, and they ar
Labour) was started eleven years ago f:’: the purpose of utilizing their education for the improvement of their position
educafing workers, It was founded by a university graduale, They are not onl{ taking part in the political life of the nation &
who elaimed the friendship of the prefect of police in Tokio. And but many have already joined trade unions. There are severa “#
although this movement was started as an edacational movement thousand women members in the Japanese Federation of labour. Foy
at thal time it caused great surprise. Suzuki was allowed to When a strike occurs the women are very active. They assist th:
make a labour movement—being the personal friend of the Chief strikers in many ways. They even hold J)uhlic meetings and!
of the detective bureau, and he was very proud of it. The police make speeches which are so interesting and imposing that even
even hel him distribute the organ of the Japanese Federa- the capitalist papers sometimes report. Thus the Japanes A
tion of Labour. But the workers were not satisfied with a  Women workers are at last awakening. Girls have been receiving ~ e
merely educatiopal organization, and within a short time i®had the same education as boys in Grammar schodls. N HE
‘Tm.m!_' s of thousands of worhrsmmntl;gtﬂm' Now, comrades, as to the I'ar East, Korea has been
un (a_lt:te Japanese Federation of Labour. Then it formed awakened nationally. Their independence movement has been
industrial unions, and these industrial unions gradually became growing stronger, and although it was not known recently.
strong and radical_in spite of the bourgeois founder. ~ First, it they are now organizing for the final work. They found oul :
became socialistic, ‘and last October they held a meeting and that in order to carry on a successful fight for Korean in v
d?“m, mhwg“hle’.“ 120,000 workers and 63 dependence they had {o cooperate with the workers of Japan.
i tierent umions. At (heir annuak meefing held last Japaneee imperialism has become very unpopular !
October, they decided among other things that fhey must make amongst the Japanese workers, but is still ver s{rong. I will ’
mqﬁlfuragq:eral strike for 24 hours on May Day. They voted give you an instance. Formerly, when a in nese mother
“for the te recognition of Soviet Russia, and they voled wanted to frighten her child she would say that she would 3
for the abo of the labour bureau of the League of Natious. put him to prison, but to-day she threatens lyhat she will make :
"hey voted to make propaganda for more radical text books. For a soldier of him. The imperialists are preparing for the next
in Japan as in America the schools are supplied with textbooks  war. Therefore, we in conjunction with the Chinese Delegation

which poison the minds of the children in favour of the im- propose that this Fourth Congress of the Communist Inter- %

Eﬁullst and capitalist classes. We must make propaganda national should pass a resolution against the occypation by Japan s

the elimination of militarism, and Jingoism. of Northern Saghalin, and encourage the Japaunese revolutionary 3

y This shows that jn ten years this union which was formed workers fo fight against imperialism;” and to prepare for the NS

under the protection of the police, has become a strong and coming revolution in Japan. - #

revolutionary upion, the Left in% of which has sent a delegate * A

2-““" :‘e wn:‘h me‘l;:: ngeh ni:e llnwl Mﬁ(::vlém'r?ish:' Chairman Carr: Before calling on the next speaker, | "Jj
, , witich- shows e 8 will read you a resolution sent in by the Japanese and Chinese b

progress. Comrades, ™ have firm faith in the A

m“e or movemeni, The Japanese workers have learnt ~Delegation: - , :
dndustrial technique, ‘they have learnt how fo conduct madel ‘“The Japanese and Chinese Dekli”“o“s at the 1V Con-
{ndusiry in a generation or a generation and a half which took gress of the 11l Communist luternational propose the following
European workers more than a century to learn. Since the resolution on- the question of the occupation of ffie Russian

‘Japanese indusiry has been built up in such a shori time by section of Saghalin by the Japanese imperialists: v

workers, I contend fhat the Japanese workers will learn how “The IV World Congress of the 11l Communist lnter- A
fo conduct the revohutionary siruggle not only for- Japan itself national sends greetings to (be working population of the Russian 4
but for the entire Far East. section of Saghalin and of the Far East, as well as to the :

It is a factwthat ‘already Japanese workers and Korean working class of Japan, and strongly condemns the Japanese
workers, es lly the independent - revolutionaries of K imperialists who during the last 4 years have tormented the
re 2 in the work of revolutioising the Far East, i workers and peasants of Siberia.”

&ow i'f-: apanese workers are somewhat despised as cheap - “The evacuation of the igiperialists from the maritime
al ; I'know that that is a factor in North America, and ‘the Amur regions, and finalfy also from Viadivostok, is the

~Canads, and Australia, but comrades, I tell you that-the Japanese

?vol {i “workers, in fact, the entire membership of -the

‘result of the heroic resistance of the working class population
~Unions" complain about the anti-Ja .
ot b%-& America ~ or -+ Australia. ,'I‘heypg:

rkes of the l?luim Far FEast, and especially of the proletariat of N
I . not the marilime  region, and also the result of the ever growing b
. movement ! indignation of the wide working imasses of Japan against the
ampertagt ~ work™ {g° do- than - om - _intervention apd’ the goverument of the Mikado. ,
nfi -~ Japanese- * movenien ; compelled to eyacuate Siberia and the maritime N
; ese imperialists are siill in_occupation-_oi’ T
are still kee the Russian population g
- and from. this on are sfill a menace
“gocial - order In' those territories of the
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answer for its numerous crimes, including those commitied in
the Russian Far East”

Chairman Carr: Before we adjourn, certain important
announcements have to be made. 1 call on comrade Beron.
Beron: The Presidium proposes that the Congress should
despatch the following telegram:

“To the Shop Stewards Congress, Neue Welt, Berlin-
Neukdlin:

Dear Comrades,

We follow your movement with great interest. You meet
in a dark hour to show the way to the German working class
to free itself from misery and destitution. The capitalist offensive
grows more acute from day to day. Its chief attack is now
irected against the eight hour day. The social democratic leaders
and the trade union bureaucrats are supporting this attack
actively and passively. They sabotage every defensive action
of the proletariat, and ‘they do not even scruple to
split the trade unions in the interests of the capitalists.
The mest important question at present is the formation of a
united proletarian fi htiing front for the defence of the eight-hour
day, for insuring sulficient food for the workers’ control of pro,
duction, and to o the organization of German fascism
by the formation of the Arbeiter Wehr. In obedience to the

demands of the hour, the IV Congress of the Comintern and
the 11 World Congress of the Red Trade Union International will
address an open letter to the 2 and 2)% Internationals, as well
as to the Parties and trade unions adhcrinﬁc to them, invitin
them to participate in common action for the above mention
demands.

Go on with your work, persistently and energetically.
The Shop Stewards movement must be the rallying ground for
the defensive struggle of the workers. It must conduct this
defensive struggle on the widest possible basis. If you succeed
in the teeth of resistance, to establish a united front you will have
created the most important condition for the defensive struggle,
pay, even for the transition to the offensive.

We, the representatives of the revolutionary workers
of the whole world, gathered here in Moscow, wish success
to your work and send you our revolutionary fraternal
greetings.”

I'he Fourth World Congress of the Communist Inter-
national.

The Second World Congress of the Red Trade Union
International

Moscow, Nov., 1922,

Prigted by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei G. m. b H., Berlin SW. 48
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