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The primary intent of this thesis is to present a political descrip-
tive analysis of the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM), an urban revolu-
tionary movement active in the 1960's. An attempt has been made to por-
tray the historical context, the organization, ideology of the RAM organi-
zation and response of the state to the activities of the organization.

The thesis presents a methodological approach to developing a para-
digm in which the study of urban revolutionary movements is part of a
rational analysis. The thesis also explains concepts and theories that
are presented later in the text. A review of black radical activity from
1900 to 1960 is given to provide the reader with historical background in-
formation of the events and personalities which contributed to the develop-
ment of RAM. A comparative analysis is made between urban revolutionary
movements in Latin America and the United States in order to show that the
RAM organization was part of a worldwide urban phenomenon.

The scope of the thesis is to present an analysis of the birth, early
beginnings of RAM as a national organization, and Malcolm X's impact on

the organization. The thesis also covers RAM's organizational activities
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in two phases, including the dissolution of the organization. The basic
tenets of RAM's ideology are examined in the thesis along with an analysis
of repression waged against the organization by governmental intelligence
agencies. The thesis concludes with a critical analysis of RAM as an

organizational model in the black freedom struggle.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The 1960's have been written into American history as a period of
mass political activism. The anti-war movement, anti-poverty movement,
the women's movement, and, of course, the black Tiberation movement are
some of the few social political movements which characterized the
decade.

During the decade, several organizations within the black liberation
movement advocated urban guerrilla warfare as a method of achieving self-
determination for Afro-American people. These organizations maintained
that the capitalist state/system was the main cause of oppression of black
people in America. Throughout the decade, these organizations had numerous
clashes with representatives of the state such as the police, FBI, National
Guard, and Army. As a result of confrontations with the state, many mem-
bers of the urban guerrilla groups were imprisoned, exiled, assassinated
and driven underground. During the same decade urban guerrilla movements
emerged in Latin American countries. In the 1960's and early 1970's, urban
revolutionary movements were a new phenomenon in capitalist countries in
the Western hemisphere.

The task of the proposed research is to present a descriptive analy-
sis of urban revolutionary movements that emerged in the Western hemisphere
in the 1960's and 1970's with particular emphasis upon the Revolutionary
Action Movement (RAM). RAM was chosen for the topic of this study because

it was the first revolutionary black nationalist organization to emerge in




the black movement in the 1960's. Also because it used various tactics,
from mass demonstrations to armed self-defense, and was the first organi-
zation in the 1960's to advocate the use of urban guerrilla warfare to
achieve the objective of an independent black socialist republic in the
south. Major theoreticians such as Abraham Guillen, Carlos Marighella,
Mario Roberto Santucho, Robert F. Williams, Malcolm X and Max Stanford
will be examined for their contribution to developing a conceptual frame-
work and theoretical paradigm for urban guerrillas.

In developing a descriptive ananlysis of RAM, the Revolutionary
Action Movement, as one of the urban revolutionary movements in capitalist
countries in the Western hemisphere, certain theoretical and conceptual
approaches to the subject matter have to be defined. The first thing that
has to be defined is what method of approach should be used in describing
a new phenomenon in which a recognized academic methodology has yet to be
developed. In analyzing RAM, the researcher will use a dialectical and
historical materialist method. This is a method whereby the researcher
approaches the subject matter as a material phenomenon that is constantly
changing and is subject to economic/political laws governing human society.

According to materialist dialectics, changes to nature are due

chiefly to the development of the internal contradictions in

society, that is, the contradiction between the productive

forces and the relations of production, the contradictions

between the old and the new; it is the development of these

contradictions that pushes society forward and gives the im-

petus for the suppression of the old society by the new.

Does materialist dialectics exclude external causes? Not at

all. It holds that external causes are the condition of

change and internal causes are the basis of change, and that

external causes become operative through internal causes.

In a suitable temperature, an egg changes into a chicken, but

no temperature can change a stone into a chicken because each

has a different basis. There is a constant interaction be-
tween the people of different countries. In the era of
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capitalism, and especially in the era of imperalism and prole-

tarian revolution, the interaction and mutual impact of dif-

ferent countries in the political, economic and cultural

spheres are extremely great.

To further explain the dialectical method, it is essentially a method
that holds that no phenomenon in nature can be understood if taken by it-
self. Phenomenon cannot be isolated from surrounding phenomenon because
in so doing a phenomenon must be considered in connection with the sur-
rounding conditions, and cannot be understood or explained unless con-
sidered as inseparably connected. No historical force is considered a
separate entity, but is rather considered an interconnected force which
affects and is affected by other phenomenon in the world system. In ana-
lyzing a formation such as RAM from a dialectical and historical material-
ist perspective, the political forces, economic structure, relationship of
classes in U.S. society, historical development of the black liberation move-
ment, political climate of the period and class structure of the black com-
munity must all be synthesized in the study. The focus of this study will
be to analyze all of the material phenomenon which interacted with RAM and
with which RAM interacted during the decade of the 1960's.

A historical materialist point of view is essentially the extension
of the principles of dialectical materialism to the study of social life and
the application of the principles of dialectical materialism to the phenom-
enon of the 1ife of society and its history. Being that the proposed re-
search is a descriptive analysis dealing with a given historical period of

time, the method of historical materialism would apply to the study.

1Mao Tse Tung, "On Contradiction," Selected Readings from the Works
of Mao Tse Tung (Peking: Foreign Language Press, 1971), p. 89.
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Therefore, the historical background presented in the introduction has a
direct correlation with the body of the material to be presented later.

Some of the factors the researcher will attempt to determine in the
study are:

1. What produced the phenomenon or what was the dialectical
process that led to the origins of the organization?

2. Factors that led to the growth of the organization.
3. Factors that led to the decline of the organization.

4. What was the class composition of the membership of the
organization? Did it change from origin to demise?

5. What was the age composition of the organization? Did it
change in the growth/decline process?

6. What was the size of the membership of the organization from
jts origin, apex and demise?

7. Usefulness of the organization as a model for the future?

Within the context of dealing with RAM, an urban revolutionary move-
ment, and the state's response to it, the researcher will analyze the
state's historical response to other revolutionary movements in American
history.

Data Collection Methodology

Several research techniques will be utilized during the course of this
study.

Primary and secondary sources of historical data will be researched.
Internal and public documents of RAM will be examined. The researcher has
collected a complete set of RAM's public documents and a less complete set
of the organizations internal documents. In addition, newspaper accounts,
magazine reports and books dealing with the movement shall be researched.
As a participant observer, primary data of the research will be used. From

1963 to 1968, the researcher collected New York and Philadelphia newspaper
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and magazine accounts in an attempt to keep abreast of the media coverage
of RAM.

Eyewitness accounts will be utilized in the research. Twenty-five
people who were active in the organization and who represent various Black
communities will be interviewed. The sample will include ex-RAM members
who remain incarcerated, and comrades, friends and relatives of deceased
members to determine the relationship of their death to their political
activity.

To develop a descriptive analysis through primary sources, from eye-
witness accounts and interviews, the researcher will try to determine:

1. What motivated people to become involved in the organization?

2. The participants' class background, age and sex.

3. Forms of repression used against the membership of the
organization, such as, prison, exile, and assassination.

4. Current location and status of participants.

In order to validate primary resources, FBI documents on the movement
will be examined. Also, the research will include an examination of FBI
files on the major individuals involved in RAM. Personal tape recorded
interviews with these individuals will be conducted. The researcher will
investigate how repression, jailings and other forms of harassment have
altered the lives of individuals involved.

Major Theories

Many of the studies on the black liberation movement in the United
States suffer from two major defects: they fail to place the black libera-
tion movement in a larger context to being part of a world-wide anti-
colonial, Third World and socialist revolution, struggling to liberate it-

self from the world capitalist system; and most researchers of the black
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liberation movement in America usually highlight the role of individuals

and their contributions to the race, rather than placing emphasis on the
masses as the makers of history. Many researchers fail to concentrate on
the mass character of movements that have occurred in the black liberation
struggle and when they do, they fail to show the historical continuity from
one period of mass struggle to another. Within the context, the vast major-
ity of black social scientists fail to understand or show the dialectical
relation between racial and class exploitation of black people in the
United States. In order to understand the dialectical nature of racial and
class exploitation, it is necessary to develop an analysis of the world
capitalist system and the relation of black people to capitalism and slav-
ery. Understanding the dialectic of race in relation to the dialectic of
class requires the development of a new paradigm. This would require a more
comprehensive study of the role of slavery to the development of capita]ism?

A complete analysis of the dialectic of dual oppression, race and
class, will not be attempted here but a brief sketch is provided to aid the
reader in interpreting the meaning and significance of the Revolutionary
Action Movement.

Slavery existed as a mode of organization of production and

Africa functioned as a supplier of slaves prior to the introduc-

tion of Africans into the American colonies. Slavery resulted

from the need for large amounts of unskilled labor for labor

intensive industries. Africa was selected as a supplier of

slaves because Europe needed a large population pool that was

readily accessible but outside its economic system, so that

the negative economic consequences of the removal of manpower
would not harm the European economy.

2Er1’c Williams, Capitalism and Slavery (New York: Capricorn Books,
1966), p. 127.

3James A. Geschwender, Class, Race and Worker Insurgency (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 1978), p. 3.
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An Anerican agriculture developed to a mode of agriculture compatible
to a labor-intensive system of production, it eventually turned to Africa

as a supplier of labor. Theordore Allen, in Class Struggle and the Origin

of Racial Slavery, mentions how indentured servants, from Europe were used

as the first labor supply in 17th century Virginia. Africans were also
imported as indentured but unlike their European counterparts, were very
rapidly reduced to the position of chattel slaves. The enslavement of
Africans as opposed to Europeans is significant because it necessitated
the development of the ideology of racism. The availability of African
labor, the tremendous profits that could be made in the trade and the
dependence of the expansion of crops, such as cotton, on slave labor
brought about the eventual institutionalization of African slavery. The
origin of racism in America is based in class struggle. Racism, which be-
gins to arise as an ideology in 17th century Virginia, is an attempt, not
only to justify slavery as is commonly thought, but to divide the unity
which had formed between the European indetured servants and the African
slaves who rose in the Bacon rebellion against the colonial state.4
The history of chattel slavery from 1619 to 1861 is a history of
Black resistance to the American slave system. African captives resisted
slavery in various forms, from insurrections on slave ships during the
middle passage, sabotage, maiming and killing animals, non-cooperation,
work slowdowns, running away, suicide, work strikes, to organized rebellion
and guerrilla warfare. During slavery, some 204 slave insurrections

occurred, some having the objectives of seizing land and forming an

4Theodore William Allen, (Class Struggle and the Origin of Racial
Slavery (Hoboken: HEP Publishing Company, 1975), p. 6.




independent black nation.> Slave plots were recorded in New York as early
as 1712 and 1741. An insurrection was recorded in South Carolina in 1720
and again in 1739-1740. In Georgia a slave plot was discovered in 1739.
The Targest and most notable organized slave plots were the Gabriel
Prosser conspiracy in Virginia in 1800, the Denmark Vesey conspiracy in
South Carolina in 1821 and the Nat Turner insurrection in Virginia in
1836.°

Resistance continued and became more intense during the years preced-
ing the Civil War. Economically, slaves were being used more as an indus-
trial labor force for southern industry prior to the outbreak of the Civil
War.7 The combination of the Unior Army and black slaves destroyed the con-
federacy and ended slavery.8

With the end of the Civil War, blacks participated in attempting to
reconstruct American society. During this ten to fifteen year period black
people were elected to various positions in the Reconstruction governments
in the South, but the overwhelming issue of the period which was not re-
solved, was the economic issue. For the masses of black people and for
many black leaders, it was felt that the plantations should be divided into

40 acre lots and given to the freedmen. After much struggle in South

5Herbert Aptheker, Negro Slave Revolts (New York: International
Publishers, 1962), p. 19.

6Harvey Wish, “American Slave Insurrection Before 1861," The Journal of
Negro History, XXII (July 1947), pp. 299-320. Association for the Study
of Negro Life and History, Washington, D.C.

7Robert S. Starobin, Industrial Slavery in the 01d South (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1975), especially Chapter 5.

8w. E. B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction in America, 1860-1880 (New
York: Atheneum, 1973), especially Chapter 4.
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Carolina and other areas of the South, the issue was raised in Congress by
Thaddeus Stevens when he proposed the Homestead Act. Congress failed to
pass the Homestead Act and for the most part the black peasantry remained
landless. Thus black people were economically distressed. After Recon-
struction was defeated with the Hayes-Tilden Compromise of 1877, black
people were reintroduced into the economic system as sharecroppers in the

capitalist agriculture plantation system.9

In the traditional period, be-
fore the bourbon planter class re-consolidated its stranglehold over the
southern economy, black and white farmers organized a movement to fight for
the interests of small farmers. In the early 1870's, the Southern Farmers
Alliance was formed in Texas. It encouraged black farmers to organize a
parallel organization and in December, 1886 in Houston, Texas, the Colored
Farmers Alliance developed. The Colored Farmers Alliance often disagreed
with the white Farmers Alliance but worked with it for the most part in
combating the agri-capitalists and their allies. From the Populist move-
ment, the People's party was formed. The Populist revolt failed when its
major spokesmen, Ben Tillman in South Carolina and Tom Watson in Georgia,
capitulated to the bourbon planter class' ideology of racism.10
Black people for the most part were used as sharecroppers in the south-
ern plantation system until the beginnings of World War I when they were
drawn into the industrial labor force. The incorporation of a large percent-

age into the industrial labor force changed the life style of black people

from agricultural to urban. The influx of large of numbers of black people

9 1bid.

10Robert L. Allen, Reluctant Reformers (New York: Doubleday City,
New York, 1975), p. 79.
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into urban centers gave rise to nationalist and radical movements among
black people from 1900 to the present.11

In understanding the historical dynamics of black America from its
earliest development in North America to the onset of World War I, the
reader will be better prepared to comprehend the major concepts and theo-
ries utilized in this study of RAM. The following section develops and
defines specific concepts utilized in the study and is followed by a re-

view of the Titerature.

Major Concepts

The internal colony model theory used in this study states that black

people in America are an oppressed nation of a new stype, having unique or
special features to their colonial oppression. Black people are not only
a nation within a nation, but are a "captive nation" which was originally
kidnapped and transplanted by force to America from their original home-
land, Africa. As a result, they are a "trapped" colonialized nation held
in colonial bondage within the geographical boundaries of the colonial
mother country, the United States, the world's most powerful imperialist
country.

The evolution of American Blacks as an oppressed nation was be-

gun in slavery. In the final analysis, however, it was the

result of the unfinished bourgeois democratic revolution of

the Civil War and the betrayal of Reconstruction through the

Hayes-Tilden (Gentleman's) Agreement of 1977.12

During slavery, the post-reconstruction period, and to the present,

as a result of racist oppression, black people in the south developed

11Haro]d Baron, "The Demand for Black Labor" Radical America, Vol. 5,
No. 2, March/April, 1971.

121144,
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attributes of an oppressed nation. Black people are discriminated against

because of their common African ethnic origin. In the Black Belt South

(an area encompassing 150 counties from Mississippi, Georgia, Louisiana,

South Carolina and Alabama), black people have traditionally had a common

economic relationship to the land; are united by a common historical experi-

ence; and have a special culture and psychological make-up based on these

historical experiences.

The national democratic revolution concept views the black Tiberation

movement as a struggle of a colonialized nation whose ultimate goal of
gaining (bourgeoise democratic rights) human rights can only be achieved
through national autonomy or independence from the racist and capitalist

United States government.

Two-stage revolution refers to a theory that a dull process can take

| place in a national democratic revolution. This means that the capitalist

phase can be skipped in the struggle for national independence in a national
democratic revolution; and that the revolution in the process of achieving
independence from the colonial country can be transformed into a socialist

revolution.

National liberation is a concept that describes a struggle of an op-

pressed nation to achieve national independence and self-determination from

the colonial oppressor country.

Urban guerrilla warfare is the utilization and application of the

strategy and tactics of irregular, paramilitary, non-conventional guerrilla

war to urban centers.

Revo]utionary black natipna]ism is the theory that black people of the

world (darker races, black, yellow, brown, red, oppressed peoples) are all

enslaved by the same forces. Revolutionary black nationalism is the
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ideology of world black revolution of oppressed peoples rising up against
their former slavemasters to create of a "New World" free from exploitation

and oppression of man by man.

In the world today there is a struggle for world war between two
camps, the haves (Western or white capitalist nations) and the
have-nots (Eastern or newly independent nations struggling for
independence, socialist nations). There are two types of nation-
alism. One type suppresses or oppresses, that is, a nation or
particular group reaps profits or advances materially at the
expense, exploitation, slavery or torture of another group or
nation. In this nation and in the world today, this national-
ism is considered "white nationalism" or the cooperation of the
white Western nations to keep the new emerging opppressed world
in bondage. This is capitalist or reactionary nationalism. The
other type of nationalism is to liberate or free from exploita-
tion. That is the binding force of a nation or particular group
to free itself from a group or nation that is suppressing or
oppressing it. In this country and in the world, this is con-
sidered black nationalism or revolutionary nationalism. We can
see that black nationalism is the opposite of white nationalism;
black nationalismbeing revolutionary and white nationalism being
reactionary. We can also see that nationalism is really inter-
nationalism today.

The Black underclass is a concept which states that the vast majority

of black people in the United States are part of an industrial reserve

army, not regularly employed and when employed, restricted to the marginal
unskilled labor market. Black people, along with Mexicans, Chicanos,
Puerto Ricans, Native Americans and Asians, constitute a subproletariat:

a section of the proletariat (working class) that is kept in the unskilled
labor market because of racism at the work place and in society in general.

The street force is a concept that states that because of racism at the

work place much of the black working class is seasonally unemployed. Due
to their irregular employment, this element of the black working class,

which is usually young black workers, engages in extra legal activities to

3

Max Stanford, "Revolutionary Nationalism, Black Nationalism or Just
Plain Blackism," Black Nationalism in America (ed.) Bracey, Meier, Rudwick
(New York: The Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., 1970), pp. 512-513.




13

make a living. Unlike the lumpen-proletariat, these workers do not become
"declassed" in consciousness, for they either lTook for employment or work
as part of the labor force when the opportunity presents itsfelf. As a
result of their seasonable unemployment they are constantly in the streets
and are referred to as the street force.

Self-determination refers to the concept that subjected nations op-

pressed by a colonial power have the right to national independence.
Reparations is a concept that a nation or group of people wrongly
abused, colonialized, and/or victims or genocide, have the right for repay-
ment of the crimes committed against them, by the government which commit-
ted them.
Genocide refers to a conscious government policy to destroy a group
of people, such as an ethnic minority, cultural grouping or religious
group.

The black cultural revolution is a process by which the consciousness

among Afro-Americans of their African heritage and "blackness" is encour-
aged. It alters their cultural identity with their European-American (Cau-
casian) oppressor and the values of the European-American capitalist system.

The national black strike is a concept of black workers conducting a

general strike to achieve the goal of self-determination and national inde-
pendence. The concept is based on the assumption that black workers hold
strategic, unskilled and semi-skilled jobs in major industries, such as,
steel and auto; and that a general strike coordinated with mass demonstra-
tions and urban guerrilla warfare, could paralyze the U.S. economy and

Create a revolutionary crisis in the United States and the world capitalist

economy.
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The protracted war of national liberation is a theory that the black

movement in America cannot be successful except through a socialist revolu-
tion. The black liberation movement is seen as a national democratic
revolution seeking self-determination and national autonomy from the United
States government. It would take a long (protracted) armed struggle (war)
to achieve this goal.

The race and class analysis states that black people in the United

States are exploited on the basis of their ethnic origin (race), but the
essence of this exploitation is based on their oppression as part of the
working class. The analysis states that racism was invented to rationalize
slavery and the slave trade. It states that black people suffer a dual
oppression (race and class).

Discussion and Review of the Literature

There are a number of writers who have published materials on urban

guerrillas. The most important of these appear to be:
1. Hodges, Donald C., ed., Phi1osoghz of the Urban Guerrilla:
The Revolutionary Writings of Abraham Guilien, New York,
illiam & Morrow & Co., 1973.

2. Marighella, Carlos, Minimanual of the Urban Guerrilla, London,

International Institute for Strategic Studies, 1971.

3. Haywood, Harry, Black Bolshevik, Chicago, I11., Liberator
Press, 1978.

4. Blair, Thomas L., Retreat to the Ghetto, New York, Hill & Wang,
1977.

5. Cohen, Robert Carl, Black Crusader, New Jersey, Lyle Stuart,
Inc., 1972.

6. Quartim, Joao, Dictatorship and Armed Struggle in Brazil, New
York, Monthly Review Press, 19/1.

Nunez, Carols, The Tuparmaros: Urban Guerrillas of Uruguay

New York, Times Change Press, 1970.

Moss, Robert, Urban Guerrilla Warfare, London, The International
Institute for Strategies Studies, 1977.
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Reviews

Donald Hodges, in Philosophy of the Urban Guerrilla, deals with the

writings of Abraham Guillen, the major political and military theoretician
of urban guerrillas in Latin America. Guillen, in his wirtings, raises
theoretical arguments against the use of rural guerrilla warfare in Latin

America. He particularly attacks the strategies of Che Guevara and Regis

Debray, emphasizing that over 50 percent of the population in Latin America
now lives in urban areas. Guillen using this data calls for urban guer-
rilla warfare.

Guillen also states that the praxis for socialist revolution has
shifted to the Third World and argues that the principle antagonism in the
world is not between the imperialist powers but between the imperialist

powers and the underdeveloped world.

Guillen asserts that socialist revolution will not occur in the capi-
talist center (Europe and the United States) until revolution is victorious
first in the periphery (underdeveloped world). When focusing on revolution
for the Americas, Guillen says that workers in the U.S. have developed a
false 'bourgeois' class consciousness, due to the materials benefits, 'high
economic standard of living', they received from the imperialist relation-
ship the United States has with the Third World.

Guillen's major point is that Latin America is a colony of the United
States. He believes that workers in the United States will be forced into‘
revolutionéry class consciousness as a result of the drop in the standard
of living in the United States due to a revolution in Latin America.
Guillen believes that if Che Guevara had gone to Argentina and waged urban

guerrilla war, he would have received mass support and would have ignited a

continent-wide revolution. The call for a continent-wide Latin American
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revolution is the central theme in Guillen's writings.14

In the Minimanual of the Urban Guerrilla, Carlos Marighella gives a

definition of the urban guerrilla for Brazil and describes what his per-
sonal qualities are. Marigehlla states that for the most part urban
guerrilla activity will be underground. The author says the urban guer-
rilla is one who fights with arms, and that expropriation of government
resources and the resources of big capitalists and imperialists are key.
Marighella sees the banking network as being essential to the capitalist
system's nerve center; therefore, he sees bank robberies as an important
part of the urban guerrilla's strategy. The author states that to become
an urban guerrilla one has to pay special attention to technical prepara-
tion. Part of the technical preparation he advocates is learning and prac-
ticing various kinds of fighting, of attack, personal defense as well as hik-
ing, camping, practice or survival in the woods, mountain climbing, swim-
ming, skin diving, training as frogmen, fishing, harpooning, and hunting.
Further aspects of technical preparation of the urban guerrilla are knowl-
edge of typographical information, auxiliary medicine, emergency first aid,
knowledge of arms, knowledge of various types of ammunition and explosives,
and how to make molotov cocktails. Marighella goes on to elaborate how
urban guerrillas must be organized in small firing groups of four or five.
He describes the essential logistic of the urban querrilla which he breaks
down into CCEM and MDAE. CCEM stands for:

C--food

C--fuel

E--equipment
M--ammunition

_ 14Dona1q Q. Hodges, ed. Philosophy of the Urban Guerrilla: The Revolu-
tionary Writings of Abrahm Guillen (New York: William and Morrow and

Company, 1973).
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MDAE stands for:

M--mechanization

D--money

A--arms

E--explosives
These are the essential things urban guerrillas have to consider if they
are going to be successful. One thing Marighella states is "Every good
urban guerrilla must be a good driver," Five things the urban guerrilla
must do says the author are:

1. take the enemy by surprise

know the terrain better than the enemy

have greater mobility and speed than the enemy

LT S B V]

have a better information service than the enemy

5. be in command of the situation and demonstrate decisiveness.15
Marighella describes different types of action models for the urban guer-
rilla which are armed assault attacks, the bank assault, raids and occupa-
tions of government buildings, factories, schools and radio stations, am-
bushes, street tactics, strikes and work interruptions, seizures and ex-
propriations of arms, liberation of prisoners, executions, kidnapping,
sabotage, terrorism, armed propaganda and psychological war. Other essen-
tials are, in carrying out actions, the urban guerrilla group never aban-
dons a wounded urban guerrilla, either at the site of action, or to be left
to fall into the enemy's hands. Marighella describes what he considers to
be the seven sins or weaknesses of the urban guerrilla. They are inexperi-

ence, boasting about actions, vanity, exaggerating one's own strength,

15Robert Moss, Urban Guerrilla Warfare (London: The International

Institute for Strategies Studies, 1971), p. 26.
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precipitious action, to attack the enemy when he is most angry and to fail

to plan things and act out of improvisation.16

Black Bolshevik, Harry Haywood's autobiography, encompasses his growth

and political development as a black theoretician for the Communist Party
from the later 1920's to the mid-1950's. Haywood's book is a political
autobiography which traces the development of “the Afro-American National
Question" in the Communist International and the American Communist Party,
and the struggle for a revolutionary mass line or practice within the
CPUSA. Haywood describes the rise of race pride, consciousness and mili-
tancy amoung the black troops during World War I. He also traces the im-
pact of the World War race riots of 1919 and the effect they had on him

as a veteran. In chapter four of Black Bolshevik, Haywood gives an over-

view of a secret paramilitary revolutionary nationalist organization that

emerged in the 1920's, the African Blood Brotherhood (ABB).

Haywood's description of the ABB is important because little is known
of the ABB's development Haywood, in chapter eight, traces how he came to
the conclusion that Afro-Americans constituted an oppressed nation of a
“new kind." Asserting that “Afro-Americans are not only a 'nation within
a nation,' but a captive nation, suffering a colonial-type oppression while
trapped within the geographic bounds of one of the world's most powerful
imperialist countries." Haywood explains how first Lenin, Stalin and
other members concluded that blacks, having maintained a stable community
and being in majority in many counties of the Black Belt South, are an

oppressed nation with the right to self-determination. Haywood then

16Carlos Marighella, Minimanual of the Urban Guerilla (London:

International Institute for Strategic Studies, 1971).
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explains his impressions as a student in the Soviet Union and the struggles
against white chauvinism which took place in the early 1930's inside the
Communist Party. He goes on to explain his work as an organizer for the
CP. Haywood's strength is his longevity and his ability to recall events.

Throughout Black Bolshevik he writes about the internal policy of the CP

in doing "Negro" work. Black Bolshevik deals with, for the most part, the

struggle over the black belt thesis inside the Communist Party. This
struggle had effects on the black liberation struggle. It was in the six-
ties that the black belt thesis was again picked up by several black
orgam'zations.17

In Retreat to the Ghetto, Thomas Blair gives a historical background

to the black nationalist movement tracing the contradiction over goals for
the black liberation movement back to debates between Frederick Douglass

and Martin R. Delaney in 1847. He then discusses Bishop Henry M. Turner

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and the rise of emigration
(migration) movements such as "Pap" Singleton's in the 1870's. Blair also
discusses the Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois debates, the rise of
the Garvey movement, nationalist movements in the 30's and 40's, and the
role the Communist Party played from 1930 to 1945 in the black liberation
movement. The author deals briefly with the civil rights movement in the
late 1950's. Blair attempts to give a comprehensive history of Malcolm X.
He then gives an overview of the civil rights and black power movements in
the 1960's. Blair, in his chapter on "Revolutionary Black Nationalism"

gives one of the few comprehensive overviews on the Revolutionary

17Harr'y Haywood, Black Bolshevik: Autobiography of an Afro-American

Communist (Chicago, I11inois: Liberator Press, 1978).
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Nationalist Movement as a whole. Blair then covers the cultural national-
ist and Pan Africanist Movement of the 1960's and 70's and ends with the
New Black Politics of the seventies. Blair attempts to give an analysis
of RAM and put it in a historical perspective. As of present, Blair's
Section on RAM is the most extensive treatment of the subject yet pub-
lished. 18

Black Crusader is a biography of Robert F. Williams, an advocate of

urban guerrilla warfare and participant/organizer of armed self-defense
in the 1960's. The book describes Williams' early years and how he devel-
oped a race/social consciousness fighting racial discrimination in the
Marines. The author describes how Williams Jjoined the NAACP after return-
ing to Monroe, North Carolina, his home town. Eventually, Williams became
the local NAACP chairman and recruited members from the bars and pool
rooms and as a result, the Monroe, North Carolina NAACP chapter had a
working class composition. The KKK in North Carolina constantly terror-
ized the black community and was trying to wipe out the NAACP. To counter
this racist offensive, Williams utilized his army experience by organizing
armed defense guards and waging guerrilla warfare against the racists
forces in North Carolina for five years. Because of his militant actions
and press statements, Williams was soon censored by the national leadership
of the NAACP. After a tough struggle with the national leadership,
Williams was re-instated into his former post, after receiving overwhelming
support from the majority of the NAACP membership.

Williams' tactics were not only in the realm of armed self-defense.
In the spring of 1960 after successful peaceful sit-ins had been carried

out in Monroe, Williams ran as an independent for mayor.

197;fThomas L. Blair, Retreat to the Ghetto (New York: Hill and Wang
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Williams was invited to Cuba along with other Afro-American writers
in 1960. Williams' exposure to the Cuban revolution convinced him that a
government could eliminate racism if it wanted to. Williams became increas-
ingly militant and became one of the first leaders in the 1960's to take an
anti-imperialist stand. In 1961, during a time of racial tension in Monroe,
Williams was forced to flee a combined KKK, FBI and N.C. state police/guard
manhunt. Williams went to Cuba, where he received political asylum. Wil-
liams stayed in Cuba from 1961 to 1966. While there he organized a radio
program and raised the question of urban guerrilla warfare as a tactic for
the black liberation movement in the United States. During this period, he
became chairman in exile of the Revolutionary Action Movement. After vari-
ous political bouts with members of the American and Cuban Communist Par-
ties, Williams took refuge in China. Williams stayed in China until 1968;
then he moved to East Africa before coming back to the United States. In
1968, Williams was elected president of the provisional Republic of New
Africa. After returning to the United States, Williams got in several dis-
putes over tactics with former associates and resigned from all his organi-

zational posts. In the last chapter of Black Crusader, Cohen presents
wl9

Williams' "Three Part Plan.

In Dictatorship and Armed Struggle in Brazil, Joao Quartim describes

the development, transformation and contradictions of the ruling class in
Brazil. He describes how, because of the split in the national bourgeoisie
in Brazil and the rise of nationalism, a pseudo-democracy was about to be
created which threatened the interests of the imperialists. As a result,

a coup d'etat took place establishing a counter-revolutionarly military

1?Robert Carl Cohen, Black Crusader (New Jersey: Lyle Stuart, Inc.,
1972).
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dictatorship. This led to an escalation of class conscious conflicts in

Brazilian society. Quartim then precedes to make a class analysis of
Brazil. He describes the working class and the organization of workers'
struggles in 1968, the peasant struggles in the countryside, the role of
students in building a new vanguard, and the marginal sector. Quartim
then describes how the legal struggle was transformed into a revolutionary
war. The author describes the splits that took place on the left over
strategy and tactics, the preparation for armed actions and the first armed
actions. He then describes the role of rural guerrilla warfare and the
development of urban guerrilla warfare and urban guerrilla organizations
in Brazil. Quartim then describes the first two years of urban partisan
warfare, how urban guerrilla organizations were defeated, and their re-

20

groupment perspectives for the future.

Carlos Nunez in The Tupamaros, begins by describing Uruguay, its size,

population and history. The author describes how the organizing of the
sugar cane workers movement which culminated in the first cane workers

march organized by Raul Sendic. This was the genesis of the Tupamaros.

In July, 1963, ten years after Castro's attack on the Moncada Army garri-
son in Cuba, a group of militants, headed by Senic, raided the Swiss Colony
Rifle Club and seized automatic rifles. This action was considered the
beginning of armed struggle in Uruguay. The Tupamaros (National Libera-
tion Movement) seemed to have become an organization after this event. At
first, the Tupamaros were part of the armed branch of the Socialist Party.

In 1964, the Tupamaros pulled more raids for arms, explosives, and bank

20Joao Quartim, Dictatorship and Armed Struggle in Brazil (New York:

Monthly Review Press, 1971).
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robberies for funds. A highpoint in unrest occurred in Uruguay in 1965.
Strikes especially among banking and civil service workers, led by the
half million member, National Workers Convention, convened a 48-hour gen-
eral strike. The Uruguayan government responded with repression against
the people's movement. In 1966, the government went on the offensive hunt-
ing Tupamaros, killing two, finding ammunition and hiding places. The
struggle escalated in 1968 as inflation rose and the workers called a 24-
hour general strike. In support of the strike the Tups (slang for Tupa-
maros) started kidnapping important public figures of the bourgeoisie and
imperialist system to help force the Uruguayan government to meet the de-
mands of the workers. Nunez concludes his book by dealing with the theory
and practice of the Tups. He also shows how movements similar to the Tups
are spreading across Latin Amer'ica.z1

Moss begins his monograph on, Ruban Guerrilla Warfare, by developing

an overview. He states how most strategists on guerrilla warfare, until
recent times, thought that the city was the graveyard for revolutionaries.
The author then gives a historical overview of terrorism as a political
weapon. The section covers organizations such as the KKK, OAS in Algeria
to the Narod Turkish People's Liberation Army, IRA, FLQ to the FLN. Moss
then describes varieties in urban militancy and how political situations
escalate intomilitary ones. The author then describes how, since the death
of Che Guevara in Bolivia, Latin American rural guerrillas movements failed.
Latin American security forces who were equipped and "advised" by American

counterinsurgency forces became increasingly able to handle rural uprisings.

21Carlos Nunez, The Tupamaros: Urban Guerrillas of Uruguay (New York:

Times Change Press, 1979).
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Also, Latin America went through the transition from rural based agricul-
tural society to an urban industrial based society. Guerrillas dealing
with these factors began to change their tactics and began to focus on the
cities. Moss then goes on to describe the arsenal of the urban guerrilla
which essentially deals with the tactics guerrillas use. The author then
discusses the limits of urban guerrilla warfare. In his conclusion, Moss
does not take a definite stand on whether urban guerrilla warfare can be
successful or not.22
This description of the methodological approach, major theories and
concepts raised in this study was intended to provide the reader with a
conceptual framework from which he can base his analysis of this study. To

comprehend a social movement of a people, it is easier to grasp its inter-

nal dynamics by understanding the historical context from which it emerged.

22Robert Moss, Urban Guerrilla Warfare (London: The International
Institute for Strategic Studies, 1971).




CHAPTER TWO

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

This chapter is designed to present the historical context within
which the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) emerged. A study of RAM
only has political significance if it is analyzed within the historical
context in which it occurred. RAM was not an isolated creation, it was a
product of the political atmosphere, a reaction to state oppression and a
response to the demands of the black movement. In approaching this study,
the student of history and political science needs to identify the modus
operandi of studying the era that produced it.

The 60's was unique because of its high level of political activism,
particularly on the part of a large segment of the black community. Among
the masses in the black community, the 60's is remembered as the black
revolution. To study the black revolution at that time, there are several
things that must be understood. One is that the 60's did not occur in a
vacuum nor did massive resistance subside because it was the end of an era.

The revolution, because it faces a powerful oppressive system, is a
protracted or prolonged struggle. The black revolution in America must be
viewed as a continuous historical process that takes many twists and turns,
that has advancements and setbacks, and that employs different tactics in
different historical periods. The revolution in the 60's went through
three distinct stages:

a. the non-violent direct action phase which fought against
segregation, 1960-1963;

25
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b. the transition period, 1964-1966;

c. the insurrection stage, 1967-1969.

The movement in the sixties was not new; instead, it was a continua-
tion of the black radical tradition which had been part of the black liber-
ation movement since before the Civil War. Within this tradition were
various trends: emigration; socialist revolution; the creation of a black
republic in the United States; revolutionary black nationalism; plus vari-

ations and combinations of all the above. The purpose here is not to give a

complete history of the black radical tradition, but rather to highlight
those trends and organizations that provided a more direct historical bear-
ing on the emergence of RAM.

Two major philosophical strands within the black liberation movement
which seem to be in contradiction with one another, but are sometimes syn-
thesize by organizations, are Marxism and Black Nationalism. These philo-
sophical strands are based on the historical conflict within the black
movement as to whether separation, integration or overthrow is the correct
strategy towards achieving liberation. This conflict of whether to inte-
grate or separate or overthrow has a long history going back to the classi-
cal debates between Frederick Douglass, Martin Delany and Henry Highland
Garnet in the Colored People's Conventions in the early 1800's.1

With the advent of the Civil War, black leaders put their ideological
debates in the background in order to concentrate on destroying the chattel

slave system. After the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, the

North winning the Civil War, and the passing of the 13th, 14th, and 15th

1Howard Holman Bell, A Survey of the Negro Convention Movement, 1830-

1861 (New York: Arno Press & New York Times, 1969).
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Amendments, black leaders were faced with surmounting problems. During

the eleven years known as the Reconstruction period, black people's efforts
were concentrated on immediate economical, educational and political empow-
erment. With the ending of Reconstruction, black radical and nationalist
movements reemerged.

The 1800's and 1890's were periods of mass struggle against repres-
sion. Edward Bylden and Bishop Turner organized Afro-Americans to return
to Africa. Benjamin "Pap" Singleton led the 'exodus of 1879' of 40,000
Afro-Americans from the South in an attempt to make a black state out of
Kansas. In 1890, the Texas Colored Farmers Association proposed the forma-
tion of an independent black state.2 Also in 1890, the Nationalist Educa-
tion Association proposed the southern states to become an independent
black republic; and in 1913, Chief Alfred C. Sam started a repatriation
movement in Oklahoma, and Nobel Drew Ali organized the Moorish Science

Temple which was established in several cities.3

World War I was a turning point in black radicalism because of the
social, economic and political conditions that accompanied this war.4
Hundreds of thousands of blacks migrated to major northern cities Tooking
for jobs and/or escaping the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) terror in the South. The
overcrowded conditions, poor housing, and de facto discrimination destroyed

the illusion for the recent migrants that 'things were okay in the north.'

2Edwin S. Redkey, Black Exodus: Black Nationalist and Back to Africa
Movements, 1880-1910 (New Haven: London Yale University Press, 1969).

3

Earl Ofari, "Black Radicalism in the 19th Century," Black Scholar.

Vol. 5, No. 5, (February 1964), p. 5.
4

Ibid.
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The racism black soldiers faced in the U.S. Army, including several gun
battles with white racists in southern towns, heightened the national
(race) consciousness of black people. During the summer of 1919, known as
the Blood Summer, approximately 400 blacks and whites were killed as whites

led by the KKK attacked blacks in various areas of the United States. Black
5

people fought back with arms and were in a near mass insurrectionary mood.
In the 1920's Marcus Garvey adapted Booker T. Washington's basic program
of self-help with the added concept of African Nationalism. Garvey con-
cluded the African-American would never gain civil equality in America and
that the only way black people would be protected from racial abuses by
Caucasians, in this country and others, would be by forming a strong inde-
pendent African continental government. His program was one of a mass
migration back to Africa for those with skills and a spiritual and cultural
return to Africa by all persons of African descent. He said that if all
persons of African descent supported a central continental African govern-
ment, it would have the power to protect Black peoples throughout the world.
Garvey's concept was a form of Black Zionism. He felt that a vanguard was
needed to liberate the motherland and form an independent African govern-
ment. Garvey organized a Black Army for the purpose of liberating Africa,
called the African Legion. He also organized a nurse corps called the
Black Cross Nurses. He had the beginnings of an air force, motor corps and
bought several ships to trahsport his vanguard to the mainland. Garvey

organized the first nation-wide black nationalist newspaper called the

5Mary Frances Berry, Black Resistance/White Law New Jersey: Pren-

tice, Inc., 1971. (Also) Robert H. Brisbane, The Black Vanquard Origins
of the Negro Social Revolution, 1900-1960. (Valley Forge, Penn., The
Judson Press, 1970), Chapter 3.
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Negro World which has a weekly circulation of several thousand.6 Through

these vehicles Garvey organized approximately five million African-Ameri-
cans into the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA).

The Garvey movement was part of the New Negro Movement in which
black radicalism came into full blossom. In a certain sense, the Garvey
movement, though it represented the feelings of millions of Africans, was
the right to center wing of the black liberation movement of its time.

The UNIA aroused pride in black people, and several incidents between
authorities and Garveyites occurred. For the most part, the Garvey move-
ment channeled black activism away from agitating against racist/class
oppression in the United States and towards returning black to Africa.
This became the bone of contention between most black radicals and Garvey
as his movement intensified. But even though the Garvey movement concen-
trated its efforts on repatriation, it affected the political atmosphere
in the states.

In New Orleans, Garveyites protested 'Jim Crow' trolley car seating,
refusing to sit in the 'colored' section. Blacks turned en masse with
guns to demand that the mayor of New Orleans allow Garvey to speak after
Garvey had been refused. Garvey came to New Orleans and sopke in the
black community. On one occasion, the white police entered an auditorium
where Garvey was speaking and according to an eyewitness account, the en-
tire audience rose to its feet with guns and demanded the white police to

leave. The white police Teft and Garvey had a peaceful meeting. In New

6Amy Jacques Garvey, Garvey and Garveyism (New York: Collier
Books, 1963), p. 40.
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York City, Garveyites attacked white men at random.7

Such an incident occurred on June 20, 1920, when two hundred
Garveyites burned two American flags in a bonfire on East
Thirty-fifth Street in Chicago. Two white men were killed

and a Negro policeman was wounded in the uproar that

followed.

During the same time period, Black members of the left were also
very active. Among those representing the left wing of the black liber-
ation movement in the 1920's were Hubert Harrison, Chandler Owen, A.
Phillip Randolph, W. A. Domingo and Cyril P. Briggs. Chandler Owen and

A. Phillip Randolph, editors of the The Messenger magazine, were close

to the Socialist Party and advocated a democratic transition to socialism
as a solution to the race problem, while W. A. Domingo, who edited The
Emancipator, became a Black bo]shevik.g
During this period, the African Blood Brotherhood (ABB), the first
nation-wide revolutionary nationalist organization in the history of the
black liberation struggle, emerged. This organization was later to be
the prototype for RAM. The ABB was a secret organization organized by
Cyril P. Briggs in 1919. The ABB was tight-knit, semi-clandestine, para-
military group which saw itself as the Pan-African Army of a world-wide
federation of black organizations. ABB membership ranged from three to

five thousand most of whom were ex-servicemen, though a sizeable contin-

gent was West Indian. The membership was kept small to keep the organi-

zation tight. Briggs started a monthly magazine titled The Crusader in

7Interview with Queen Mother Audley Moore, New York, March, 1975,
Queen M?ther Audley Moore joined the UNIA, Garvey Movement in New Orleans
in 1919).

8Robert H. Brisbane, The Black Vanguard (Valley Forge: Judson
Press 1970), p. 97.

9Jeff Henderson, “A. Philli

Randolph and the Dilemmas of Socialism

in 523 United States, 1917-1941,PI Race and Class, No. 18, 22 August 1966,
p. .
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1910.10 The Crusader became the ABB's official organ and at its peak had

a circulation of 33,000.11 Briggs also circulated The Crusader News Ser-

vice which was distributed to two hundred black newspapers. The ABB's
headquarters were in New York with fifty branches including locations in
Chicago, Baltimore, Oklahoma, Omaha, West Virginia, the Caribbean,
Trinidad, Surinam, British Guiana, Santo Domingo, the Windward Islands
and throughout Africa.

The African Blood Brotherhood was a Revolutionary Nationalist organi-
zation which applied a Marxist world view and the theory of class struggle
to the plight of Black Americans. The organization was headed by a
supreme council led by Briggs. It was the first black revolutionary
organization to utilize a race and class analysis.

Unlike the Pan-African movement led by Dr. DuBois, this brother-

hood emphasized working-class leadership and consciousness;

this also distinguished it from Marcus Garvey's movement. As

to the latter, it was differentiated because it felt that a

successful struggle for 1iberation by the Black millions

inside the United States was possible and necessary and would

itself by a decisive contribution to the liberation of Africa.

In that regard, the Brotherhood's outlook and that of DuBois

were very close.

The ABB advocated armed self-defense and took credit for playing a
leading role in defending black neighborhoods in the Tulsa, Oklahoma race

riot of 1921.13

1OHarry Haywood, Black Bolshevik. (Chicago, I11inois: Liberator
Press, 1978), p. 123.

11Theodore G. Vincent, Black Power and the Garvey Movement. (San
Francisco, Calif.: Ramparts Press, 1971), pp. 75-85.
124erbert Aptheker, ed. A Documentary History of the Negro People in

the United States, 1910-1932, Vol. II (Secausus, New Jersey: The Citadel
Press, 1973), pp. 413-420.

13g, Halliburton, Jr. "The Tulsa Race War of 1921." Journal of Black
Studies, March 1972, Vol. 2, No. 3, p. 333.
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Part of the ABB's program was organizing black workers into labor
unions which would work for the betterment of their economic conditions
and would act in close cooperation with class-conscious white workers on
common issues. The ABB also proposed establishing co-operatives as an
economic srategy. On alliances, the ABB saw a coalition with the Third
World and radicalized white workers in the United States.

There can be onlyone sort of alliance with other peoples and
that is an alliance to fight our enemies, in which case our
allies must have the same purpose as we have. Qur allies may
be actual or potential, just as our enemies may be actual or
potential. The small oppressed nations who are struggling
against the capitalist exploiters and oppressors must be con-
sidered as actual allies. The class-conscious white workers
who have spoken out in favor of African liberation and have a
willingness to back with action their expressed sentiments,
must also be considered as actual allies and their friendship
cultivated.

The ABB and The Crusader were supporters of the Russian Revolution

and saw socialist revolution as the answer to black liberation.

Briggs were definitely a revolutionary nationalist; that is,
he saw the solution of the "race problem" in the establish-
ment of independent Black nation-states in Africa, the
Caribbean and the United States. In America, he felt this
could be achieved only through revolutionizing the whole
countryis This means he saw revolutionary white workers as
allies.

Briggs raised the question of a self governing Black state in the

United States in an editorial as editor of the Amsterdam News in 1917.

This idea of a Black Republic in the United States, was to re-occur often
in the 1920's and at an UNIA convention in the early part of the decade,

the question of a Black Republic in the south was raised but the

14Programme of the African Blood Brotherhood." The Communist Review,
Vol. 2, No. 6, April, 1922, pp. 453-454,

1SHarr'y Haywood, Black Bolshevik (Chicago, I11.: Liberation Press,
1978), p. 124.
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proposal was defeated.16
The ABB's early ideological development of the notion of an independ-

ent black republic in the United States paved the way for its refinement

in the Communist Party of the United States of America.

By 1923-24, the Brotherhood had ceased to exist as an autono-

mous, organized expression of the national revolutionary trend.

Its leading members became communists or close sympathizers

and its posts_served as one of the Party's recruiting grounds

for Blacks.

During this period, Marcus Garvey and W. E. B. DuBois engaged in bit-
ter ideological debate that often degenerated into personal attacks.
Essentially, DuBois was opposed to Garvey's de-emphasis of domestic mass
activity against racial segregation in the United States and his emphasis
on separation of the races and race purity. DuBois believed Garvey's
ideas about capitalism were naive, his business adventures grandiose, and
his concepts of building an African empire were romantic. Garvey on the
other hand, criticized DuBois for being elitist and alienated from the
masses of Africans. Garvey built a mass movement and DuBois worked with
the radical intelligentsia. Both were staunch Pan-Africanists but varied
in style and tactics.18

The ideological debates between Garvey and DuBois were similar to the
arguments between Frederick Douglass, Martin Delaney and Henry Highland
Garnet in the Colored people's Conventions in the early 1800's. The

Garvey-DuBois conflicts proved to be haunting legacies in the ideological

61bid., p. 126.

17Theodore Vincent, Black Power and the Garvey Movement (San Francisco,
Calif.: Ramparts Press, 1971), p. 234,

18Martin 0. Ijere, "W. E. B. DuBois and Marcus Garvey as Pan-African-
ists: A Study in Contrast." Prescence Africaine, No. 89, 1st Quarterly,

(1974), pp. 188-206.
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struggle for clarity (direction) in the black Tiberation movement in the
60's and 70's, for the same political trends were debated again.

The Communist International (Comintern) leaders, impressed by Marcus
Garvey's ability to organize millions of Africans and the important role
oppressed nationalities played in making the Russian Revolution success-
ful, felt that a socialist revolution in America had to deal with black
nationalism and that the organization of blacks had to be given top
priority.

The suggestion was strongly reinforced since Lenin's analysis of the
situation concluded that imperialism was the major reason for the persist-
ence of capitalism. He developed a perspective which elevated the colonial
struggle for national self-determination to a level of almost equal impor-
tance to that of the class struggle of the European pro]etariat.19

Lenin observed in 1916, in his "New Data on the Laws Governing the
Development of Capitalism in Agriculture" and his analysis in 1917 in
"Statistics and Sociology" that

In the United States, the Negro (and also the Mulattoes and

Indians) account for only 11.1 percent. They should be classed

as an oppressed nation, for the equality won in the Civil War

of 1861-1865 and guaranteed by the Constitution of republic

was in many respects increasingly curtailed in the chief Negro

areas (the South) in connection with the transition from the

progressive, pre-monopoly capitalism (imperialism) of the new

era, which in America was especially sharply etched out by the

Spanish-American imperialist war of 1898 (i.e. . ... a war

between two robbers over the division of the booty). . . .20

A Commission of the Communist International was organized to draft a

report on the Negro Question at the Sixth Congress of the Comintern in

19Mark Naison, Marxism and Black Radicalism in America: The Communist
Party Experience, pamphlet Somerville, Mass.: New England Free Press,
reprint from Radical America, May-June, 1971).

20y, 1. Lenin, "Statistics and Sociology." Collected Works, Vol. 23,
August, 1916-March, 1917 (Moscow: Progress Publishers, 19747, pp. 275-276.
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1928. The commission concluded that Blacks in the North were an unassimi-
lable minority and a captive nation within a nation in the Black Belt
South.

The Sixty World Congress of the Cominternmet in Moscow in July and
August of 1928. After much debate, the black belt thesis was approved
as an official policy of the Comintern and American CP.

Probably more than any other integrated group the Communist Party
U.S.A., organized in 1921, played a significant role in influencing the
black movement in the 1960's. In the early 1920's, the CP was not able to
win mass recruits from the Garvey movement. The CP had about twenty-four
black members in 1927.21 Failing to seize control of the Garvey movement
the CP organized the American Negro Labor Congress (ANLC) in Chicago in
October, 1925. The ANLC never proved to be much of a success, not having
more than 500 members.

In the 1930's, the CP decided to champion the cause of Negro rights.
[ts willingness to fight racism won many black recruits. The CP began to
clash with the NAACP and other traditional Negro organizations. The Com-
intern, meeting again in 1930, saw the Negro Question as a central part of
organizing a socialist revolution in the United States. It issued a resolu-
tion again calling for a Black Belt Soviety Republic in the South.

But the success of winning black people to the ranks of the CP was
based on its comming to the defense of black people, helping them with
everyday situations, and dealing with economic issues. One celebrated case

was that of Angelo Herndon.

.21Theodore Vincent, Black Power and the Garvey Movement (San
Francisco: Ramparts Press, 1971), p. 234
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Angelo Herndon, a Negro Communist, had been convicted and sen-

tgnged by the State of Georgia under a Civil War statue for in-

citing a riot. The specific charge was that Herndon distributed

a book which urged the establishment of a Black Belt Republic

in the South.22
Herndon's conviction was reversed by the United States Supreme Court. Dur-
ing the 1930's and 1940's an estimated 10,000 blacks joined the CP making up
10 percent of its 100,000 membership at its peak. By Tinking its work with
the unemployed leagues in massive campaigns to protect evicted tenants and
victims of police brutality, the CP, throughout 1934, expanded its popular
base. It began a major cultural program in the black community publishing

the Negro Liberator newspaper, combining artistic events with politics,

and encouraging young black writers to write for The New Masses, The Commun-

ist and The Daily Worker.23

Black cadres of the CP worked with almost every black organization
during this period. The CP was instrumental in helping a group of black
Alabama sharecroppers, threatened with eviction, to organize the Alabama
Sharecroppers Union. The Alabama Sharecroppers Union organized 12,000 black
sharecroppers around a program calling for redistribution of the land, total
racial equality and extensive federal relief. The Union engaged in several
gun battles with local authorities, which was the beginnings of mass radical
armed struggles of the rural black poor against the ruling c]ass.24

But the independent organizing of blacks by the CP threatened many

whites cadres inside the CP. Black nationalist tendencies among black

221pid., p. 137.
231bid., p. 13-14.
24pale Rosen and Theodore Rosengarten, "Shoot-Out at Reeltown: The Nar-

rative of Jess Hull, Alabama Tenant Farmer." Radical America, Vol. 6, No. 6,
Novembe DJecember 1972, ) '
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communists were viewed as bourgeois, narrow, reactionary tendencies and
agruments against radical black nationalist working class organizing were
raised. The principle objection was that nationalism and independent black

organizing divided the working class and alienated white workers.

In the early 1930's a black mass "Don't Buy, Where You Can't Work"
campaign started in Chicago. Soon it spread to Detroit, Cleveland, Los
Angeles, Baltimore, Maryland, Washington, D.C. and Harlem, New York.25
In the spring of 1933, Sufi Abdul Hamid began organizing this movement in
Harlem. Garveyites joined Sufi and they organized mass rallies and picket-
ing of stores in Harlem on 135th Street. During the campaign, anti-white
and anti-Jewish sentiments came from the demonstrators and the Communist
Party, fearing the rise of another black nationalist movement they did not
control, labeled Sufi a 'Harlem Hitler.'

To counter the black nationalist movement, the CP initiated demonstra-
tions and a boycott of a large Harlem cafeteria. The campaign was fully
integrated and had the support of the CIO and Adam Clayton PoweH.26

In 1935, the Soviet leadership, which had organizational ties with the
CPUSA, fearing the rise of fascism in Europe, instructed the national lead-
ership of the CPUSA to subordinate its struggle to build an alliance with
the liberal bourgeoisie to build a popular front against fascism. A1l Black
nationalist elements in party organizing was played down or suppressed. The
Party leadership insisted that all Party meetings be integrated including

27

ones in Uptown Harlem. The Alabama Sharecroppers Union was disbanded and

25Mark Naison, "The Southern Tenants Farmers Union and the CIO," Radical
America, Vol. 2, (Septambar/Cctober 1968), p. 31.

281bid., pp. 140-141.

27’Ma1r‘k E. Naison, "The Communist Party in Harlem in the Early Depres-
sion Years." Radical History Review, 3 (1976), pp. 68-95.
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its members told to join the National Farmers Union. 28 The Negro Libera-

tor was discontinued.

In 1935, the Joint Committee on National Recovery, a coalition of
twenty-three black organizations, met at Howard University and discussed
the idea of forming a national congress (Black united front). 29 The

National Negro Congress (NNC) met in February, 1936 in Chicago. There

were 817 delegates present, representing 585 organizations from twenty-
eight states. A. Phillip Randolph was elected president of the NNC and
within a year, thirty local councils of the NNC were formed around the
country. The NNC forged an alliance with the CIO0 and was effective in
helping to organize Black steelworkers. Through the NNC support of the CIO,
Black workers viewed the automobile sit-down strikes in the late 30's as
a progressive development. A second meeting of the National Negro Congress
was held in Philadelphia in 1937. A youth group, the Southern Negro Youth
Congress, was also set up in that year.

In 1939, the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression peace pact with
Nazi Germany. With the change in foreign policy of the Soviet Union, the
line of the CPUSA changed also. Overnight the line of the CPUSA shifted
from organizing a popular front against fascism to attacking Franklin D.
Roosevelt and keeping the United States out of an imperialist war.

In the National Negro Congress, a showdown occurred between A. Phillip
Randolph and the Communists. The Communists seized control of the NCC and

railroaded their denunciation of Roosevelt's war preparation and British

28y rk E. Naison, "Black Agrarian Radicalism in the Great Depression:
The Threads of a Lost Tradition," Journal of Ethnic Studies, (Fall 1973),
pp. 49-65.

29%Mark E. Naison, "Harlem Communists and the Politics of Black Pro-
test," Marxist Perspectives, Vol. 1, No. 3, (Fal1 1978), p. 37.
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and French imperialism. Randolph and others felt domestic issues were more
important than issues of foreign policy and in protest Randolph resigned
as president of the NNC denouncing the Communists.

Blacks at this time were generally anti-war in that they saw

Tittle reason to fight for a country that was not prepared to

grant them even basic human rights. The Communist Party, for

its part, sought within the NNC to shift the entire emphasis of

the programme from domestic issues to foreign aid. Randolph

had no truck with such_an opportunistic approach to the con-

cerns of black people.

Most other community-based organizations, independent of the CP, soon left
the NNC.

The battles between the Communitist Party in its attempts to seize
control of the black 1iberation movement and independent black organizing
during the 20's, 30's and early 40's would reoccur in the 1960'5.3I

As America prepared for World War IT, black leaders turned their con-
cerns to segregation in the armed services. When a White House conference
in 1940 failed to bring any results, A. Phillip Randolph called for a
black March on Washington. Through the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters,
of which he was president, A. Phillip Randolph began mobilizing in New York
most of the black civil rights organizations into the March on Washington
Movement (MOWM). Randolph had called for a March on Washington of 50,000
blacks to demand the federal government provide blacks with jobs in the war
industries. MOWM branches were formed all across the country and at

Randolph's insistence MOWM was kept all black.
The Communist Party came out against the MOWM.

30Jeff Henderson, "A. Phillip Randolph and the Dilemmas of Socialism
and Black Nationalism in the United States, 1917-1941," Race and Class,
20:3 (1978), p. 156.

31Robert H. Brisbane, The Black Vanguard (Valley Forge: Judson Press,
1970), p. 155.
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At its inception the CP attacked the MOWM as a key component of
the Government's strategy to seduce blacks into the war effort,
and stripped of ijts conspiratorial overtones, this analysis
does carry some weight. However, after Hitler's invasion of

Throughout World War IT, the CP tried to tone down protests in the name of
| "national unity." Black rights became secondary to the party and to main-
‘ taining the war effort to defeat the Nazis. Many blacks became bitter,
either left the Party or were alienated from it. The Party also denounced
the Harlem rebellion of 1943 as "fifth columnists." It also discouraged
the formation of black caucuses in the labor movement.

Bitter debate developed inside the CP in the 1950's whether black
people were still an oppressed nation or had become an oppressed national
minority seeking integration, which could only be achieved through the suc-
cess of a proletarian revolution. By the latter 1950's, the Party dropped
the Black Belt thesis in favor of integration.

Black cadres in the Communist Party who maintained the "national ques-
tion" were purged for "bourgeois narrow nationalist tendencies” or left the
Party in the 1950's. Among those cadres were Cyril Briggs, Richard B.
Moore, Sufu Abner Berry, Harold Cruse and Queen Mother Audley Moore who
Tater became {he political mentor of the RAM cadre in Philadelphia in 1963
and in New York in 1964. Harold Cruse became active in the Black Arts
Movement in Harlem in 1965 led by LeRoi Jones, and was a New York leader
of the Freedom Now Party in 1963. Harry Haywood was in contact with Soul-

book and RAM cadres on the West Coast.

21bid., p. 157.
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Unlike the Garvey movement and the Black cadres of the 20's, the ini-
tial stages of the black movement in the sixties had its center of activity
in the South. The movement utilized non-violent direct action tactics
against segregated public facilities in the South. Support demonstrations
developed in the North protesting the Jim Crow laws. Towards the end of
1963, spontaneous violent demonstrations occurred in Jacksonville, Florida
and Philadelphia. Starting in 1964, spontaneous violent urban rebellions
occurred in approximately five northern inner cities.

Between 1964 and 1966, the form of mass protest began to change from
mass non-violent demonstrations against segregated facilities in the South
to violent mass urban rebellions against the capitalist system in the North.
This period can be called the transition period because the two forms of
protest existed simultaneously with non-violent demonstrations still being
the predominant form of protest.

The year 1967 introduced a different stage. In this year, over 200
cities had reports of violent rebellions. Mass spontaneous urban rebellions
continued until 1969, when they seen to have been replaced by sniping of
police in 1970.

The revolution of the 1960's dates back to the Montgomery boycott. On
December 1, 1955, a black seamstress named Mrs. Rosa Parks refused to give
her seat to a white man because she was too tired to stand. She was ar-
rested for violating the city's segregation laws. After the arrest, a
group of black women asked ministers and civil leaders to call a boycott
on December 5th, the day of Mrs. Parks' trial. One of the ministers who
responded to that call was twenty-six year-old Martin Luther King, Jr.,

pastor of Montgomery's Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. From mass meetings
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the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA) was formed. 33 The MIA organ-
ized a car pool to transport black workers who lived too far to walk back

and forth to work. The MIA's demands were:

a. a guarantee of courteous treatment;

b. passengers to be seated on a first-come, first-served basis
with blacks seating from the back;

c. employment of Negro drivers on predominantly Negro bus
routes.

At community meetings, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., emerged as the
pricipal leader of the boycott. Montgomery merchants and civic leaders
tried to break the boycott but after a year of struggle, the U.S. Supreme
Court declared Alabama's state and local laws supporting segregation on
buses unconstitutional. The Montgomery boycott served as an example of
successful mass direct action. Dr. King insisted the success of the boy-
cott had been because its participants had adhered to non-violence. He
soon became the advocate of a passive resistance movement. Other communi-
ties organized similar campaigns.

By 1957, Dr. King had organized the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference (SCLC) to develop the non-violent mass direct action movement. Dr,
King, along with A. Phillip Randolph and Roy Wilkins of the NAACP, organ-
ized a mass prayer vigil in Washington, D.C. which was the largest black
protest demonstration in history. By 1958, small non-violent demonstrations
were tested in different places in the country.

Nineteen sixty began with the aura of high expectations for black work-

ing class struggles for national democratic rights. On February 1, 1960,

33Ebonz Pictorial History of Black Americans. Vol. 3, (Chicago: Johnson
Publishing Company, .1970).

34Haywood W. Burns, The Voices of Black Protest in America (New York:

Oxford University Press, 1963), p. 39.
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four freshmen at A & T College in Greensboro, North Carolina, sat in at a
Woolworth lunch counter downtown. In a matter of days the idea leaped to
other cities in North Carolina. During the next two weeks, sit-ins spread
to fifteen cities in five southern states. Within the following year, over
50,000 people, most were blacks and some whites, participated in some kind
of demonstration or another in a hundred cities and over 3,600 demonstra-
tors spent time in jail. In a year, several hundred counters had been de-
segregated in Southern cities. The main centers of protest were Nashville,
Tennessee, Atlanta, Georgia, and Orangeburg, South Carolina.

Nearly 1,300 arrests had been made by this time . . . . There

were 400 arrests in Orangeburg, about 150 in Nashville, nearly

40 in each of Tallahassee and Florence (South Carolina), about

80 in Atlanta, about 65 in Memphis and nearly 85 in Marshall,

Texas. In the North, college students staged supporting demon-

strations and raised funds for arrested Southern students.

The focus of the sit-ins was broadening to include 1ibraries,

museums, and art galleries; the methods . . . . were . ..

wade-ins, stand-ins, kneel-ins and other forms of non-violent

direct action.

Miss E1la Baker, an organizer for SCLC, decided to hold a conference
bringing together the sit-in leaders. She asked SCLC to underwrite it
financially. Miss Baker went to her alma mater, Shaw University, to secure
facilities for a meeting of about a hundred students. By the time of the
conference on April 15-17, 1960, demonstrations had spread so fast there
were sixty centers of sit-in activity. Also, nineteen Northern colleges
were interested enough to send delegates. Over two-hundred people came to

the conference on Easter Weekend, one-hundred twenty-six student delegates

from fifty-eight different Southern communities in twelve states.36

S Ibid., p. 2.

36Howard Zinn, SNCC (Boston: Beacon Press, 1964), p. 3.
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The student leaders decided to remain independent of all the adult
civil rights organizations. They formed a coordinating committee called
The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). When SNCC was
formed, it served as an ad hoc coordinating committee for local centers of
action. In the early sixties, SNCC provided the movement with a center
for non-violent direct action against racial discrimination. In the North,
white students formed the Northern Student Movement (NSM) that raised funds
for SNCC.

The turning point for SNCC came when the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) started the freedom rides in 1961.

Members of CORE began the freedom rides on May 14, 1961, to test a
Supreme Court decision outlawing segregation in transportation terminals.
After one of CORE's integrated buses was bombed on May 20 near Anniston,
Alabama and another was mobbed in Birmingham, CORE decided to call off its
rides.37

A group of Nashville SNCC students, led by Diane Nash and students in
Atlanta, continued the Freedmon Rides. They decided to leave school for the
movement. Most of those who left school promised to give SNCC a year,
others a full time commitment. Black students re-activated the movement in
1961, and before the summer was over, students from all over the country
had taken rides in the South.

In the fall of '61, SNCC found it increasingly difficult to keep
action going on the college campuses. By this time, a core of students had

left school and were working full time with SNCC. This transformed SNCC

37Bracey, Meire, Rudwick, Conflict and Competition: Studies on the
Recent Black Protest Movement Belmont, California: Wadsworth Publishing

Company, 1971), p. 140.
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from a student group to a professional civil rights organization.

Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy, embarrassed by the freedom Rides,
suggested the civil rights organizations jointly sponsor a campaign to
register Southern black voters. When the Justice Department seem to offer
federal protection for registration workers and white liberals procured
foundation money to finance costs, civil rights groups agreed to develop
the project.

SNCC soon became the main focus of organizing mass voter registration
drives in the rural South. Between 1961 and the fall of 1962, SNCC workers
conducted many courageous drives in Mississippi.

In December of 1962, SNCC made a major breakthrough. It managed

to work with the Albany movement to mobilize hundreds of blacks

to fill the jails. The protests were against the city's segre-

gation laws. Later Dr. King was brought in and national atten-

tion came to the issue. This was the first time SNCC, a student

group, had moved masses of poor blacks in the rural South. Albany

soon became a prototype for later actions in 1963.38

In the North, another type of mass movement was developing. It was
the Nation of Islam, led by Elijah Muhammad. The Nation of Islam, branded
by the white press as the Black Muslims, believed the white man was the
devil, advocated racial separation, a black nation in the South and prac-
ticed unarmed self-defense. It was a religious movement created by Wallace
D. Fard in 1930.

Fard began organizing the “Nation" in Detroit. In two years the
Nation had acquired a membership of about 8,000 and had developed a Univer-

sity of Islam, an alternative elementary and secondary school. After con-

tinuous harrassment from police and school authorities, W. D. Fard and his

38 Muhammad Ahmad, "On the Black Student Movement, 1960-1979." The
Black Scholar, Vol. 9, No. 8, (May/June 1978), p. 4.
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first lieutenant, Elijah Karriem, later to become known as Elijah Muhammad,
fled the city going to Chicago for refuge. There, W. D. Fard and Elijah
Muhammad established Templer Number Two. According to early accounts,
pressure from the government forced W. D. Fard to disappear and he left the

country.39

After Fard's disappearance, Elijah Muhammad deified him by
designating Fard Allah in the person (flesh) and himself the last messenger
of AHah.40 A power struggle in the Detroit Temple developed among those
accepting the version of deification and those who opposed it. Elijah was
forced to leave Chicago for Washington, D.C. where he established another
Temple. In the early 1940's, E11jah Muhammad was convicted of draft evasion
and sentenced to five years in prison. After serving two and half years,
he was paroled. He returned to Chicago and started rebuilding the Nation.
The turning point for the "Nation" was the recruitment of Malcolm Little
later to become known as Malcolm X and E} Haji Malik E. Shabazz.

Malcolm, while serving an eight- to ten-year jail sentence for bur-
glary, was converted to Islam after consistent correspondence from his
brother Philbert. Malcolm then corresponded with Elijah Muhammad for five
years. Upon his release from prison in August of 1952, Malcolm was a stead-
fast Muslim, and as such, was assigned to "fish", recruit new members. He
fulfilled his assignment so well that he was made assistant minister of the
Detroit Temple in the summer of 1953. Towards the end of the year, he re-
ceived special training in Chicago from Elijah Muhammad. In 1954, Malcolm
was sent to Boston where he organized Temple Eleven and in Philadelphia

Temple Twelve. By June, 1954, he was sent to organize a Temple in Harlem.

39!nterview with "Papa" Wells, (A founding member of the Nation of
Islam.), Detroit, Michigan, 1971.

40

Ibid.
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During the next five years, Malcolm X was Muhammad's best trouble shooter
and organizer for the Nation of Islam. Malcolm was virtually becoming a
myth inside the nationalist movement in the black community.

In 1959, Malcolm established a monthly newspaper which later became

known as Muhammad Speaks. By the early 1960's through TV talk shows with

Malcolm and debates with all of the major spokesmen of the civil rights
organizations, Malcolm X became a household word. Malcolm X and the Nation
of Islam, now 40,00 strong, had become a challenge to the civil rights move-

ment.41

During the late fifties and early sixties, two mass movements were
developing simultaneously, one integrationist/non-violent in the South and
the other separationist/unarmed self-defense in the North. Both movements
had religious overtones. The movement in the South had strong ties to the
Black Christian church and the Northern movement was an Islam movement.

A third trend which was a secular political tendency was presented by
Robert F. Williams. Williams, in 1957, as president of the Union County,
North Carolina branch of the NAACP, armed the black community against KKK
attacks. Williams also used direct action mass demonstration of the civil
rights groups, but his demonstrations were protected with armed guards. His
open advocation of armed self-defense and public statements of “meet vio-
lence with violence" led to his suspension as local NAACP branch president
in 1959. Through overwhelming support of the membership, he was reinstated
in 1960. Williams was the forerunner of the revolutionary nationalist

movement. He fought hard against racial injustices in the legal system,

41Ma]co]m X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X (New York, New York:
Grove Press, 1964).
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publicizing the infamous "Kissing Case", the case of two black boys ac-
cused of kissing a white girl and charged with rape.
This is a brief overview of the climate events that led to a new
development in the black 1iberation movement, the Revolutionary Action

Movement (RAM).




CHAPTER THREE

URBAN REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

AND THE UNITED STATES, 1960-1970

Guerrilla warfare is an inevitable form of struggle at a time

when the mass movement has actually reached the point of in-

surrection and when fairly large intervals occurs between big

engagements in the Civil War.l

While Chapter Two provided a discussion of the historical evaluation
of political activity that led to the emergence of RAM, this chapter should
investigate the political atmospheric conditions that led to urban revolu-
tionary warfare. RAM's ideology became one of guerrilla activities in
direct response to societal conditions.

A classic example of urban guerrilla warfare during the 60's existed
in Latin America. A comparative analysis of the revolutionary activities
that took place in Latin America and the U.S. will contrast traditional
and "non-traditional” activities that will show how guerri]]alwarfare was
adapted to the United States and its influence on the emergence of RAM.

In investigating the historical era in the western hemisphere, the
United States and Latin America, the writer will also discuss philosophies
of various revolutionary theoreticians. Various theoretical analyses of
rural and urban guerrilla war and how they have been applied to both

regions, Latin America and the United States, will also be discussed.

Latin America and the United States are conducive for comparative analysis

1V. I. Lenin, Marx Engels Marxism (Peking Foreign Languages Press,

1978), p. 1983.
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because of their centrality to the United States dominated world capital-
ist system.

A major contribution factor to the emergence of conditions conducive
to urban revolutionary warfare in both the U.S.A. and Latin America was
the great transfer of migration of sub-proletariat (previous agricultural
workers in the agricultural sector) from rural to urban from the early
1940's to the 1960's. The majority of the emigrants to these cities were
displaced agricultural workers. This influx transformed the social fabric
of both societies. By the mid-60's, forty percent of the black population

2 In

in the United States was concentrated in ten Northern urban centers.
Latin America, a similar migrating pattern took place. By the early
1970's, fifty percent of the population in Latin America was concentrated
in urban centers, while in the United States fifty percent, over 15 million
black people are concentrated in 50 of its cities.3
As one scholar asserted:
Latin American cities are growing faster than any in the world,
but industrialization has lagged behind, creating vast and
unpoliceable slums.4 ' %
Developments in the United States because of its hegemonic position,
influenced the transformation of other capitalist countries.
Abraham Guillen, a major Latin American revolutionary theoretician,
asserts that Latin America is a direct colony of the United States from

which U.S. imperialism extracts enormous wealth from the super-exploita-

tion of the Latin America proletariat.

2 James Boggs, Racism and the Class Struggle (New York: Monthly
Review Press), p. 39.

31bid., p. 17.

4Robert Moss, Urban Guerrilla Warfare (London: The International

Institute for Strategic Studies, 1971), p. 4.
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Urban guerrilla warfare began to rise in both Latin America and the
United States within this context. The forms of urban guerrilla warfare
varied in accordance with the national characteristics in each country in
Latin America and varied to some extent among urban guerrilla groups in
the United States. But all could be grouped under one of the following
types as specified by Robert Moss;

(1) technological terrorism in the industrial cities;

(2) ghetto revolts and separatist uprisings; and

(3) urban violence in the preindustrial citijes

(notably Latin America).

The success of the Cuban Revolution had profound impact, particularly
in the Western hemisphere because it was:

1. the first Western hemispheric revolutionary to win;

2. the first to use guerrilla warfare;

3. first to defy the United States over an extended period

of time;

4. first to declare Marxism as the ideology of the revolution.
These tenets influenced and even inspired revolutionary activities in
Latin America and the United States.6

The Cuban Revolution occurred at a crucial period in world history.
Its success only ninety miles from the shores of the United States had tre-
mendous international impact, particularly in the Third World. 1In the
1960's, Africa was undergoing its first stage of decolonization, with pre-
viously colonized countries receiving nominal political independence. In
the United States, the civil rights movement developed. into a mass move-
ment with the birth of the "sit-ins". China and the Soviet Union entered

into open polemics concerning the future direction of the world socialist

revolution. China, led by Mao Tse-Tung, advocated guerrilla warfare as

SIbid., p. 4.

BErnest Halperin, "The Ideology of Castroism and Its Impact on the
Communist Parties of Latin America." CENIS, Col. C, July 1, 1963, p. 27.
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a tactic for people in the Third World seeking national 1iberation from
colonialists and imperialist powers.

The Cubans, though economically aligned with the Soviet Union, main-
tained an independent line from it. Che Guevara emerged as the major
theoretician of successful socialist revolution. He saw the Cuban model
as an example for the rest of Latin America. Che Guevara considered the
Cuban Revolution made three fundamental contributions to the revolutionary
movement in the Americas. They are:

1. people's forces can win a war against an established
army;

2. revolutionaries did not have to always wait for all the
revolutionary conditions to be present;

3. in underdeveloped parts of America, the battle-ground
for armed struggle should in the main be countryside.

Such are the contributions to the development of the revolu-

tionary struggle in America, and they can be applied to any of

the countries on our continent where guerrilla warfare may be

developed.
Communists and leftist groups formed throughout Latin America breaking off
from the traditional 'Moscow' oriented Marxist-Leninist parties. These
groups, called 'fidelistos', sent cadres to Cuba for guerrilla training.
Between 1960 and 1965, rural guerrilla armies developed in Columbia,
Venezuela, Guatemala and Pery. Leftist critics of the Cuban strategy
emerged in Latin America, however. The most notable is Abraham Guillen.
Che Guevara states, "guerrillas are the fighting vanguard of the peop]e“8

stationed in a certain area, armed to carry out a series of warlike actions

for the strategic seizure of power. They must have the support of the

Ernesto Che Guevara, Guerrilla Warfare: A Method (Peking: Foreign
Language Press, 1964), p. 3.

8Ibid., p. 2.
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worker and peasant masses of the region and the whole territory in which
they operate. Guillen differed with Guevara stating:

Today the epicenter of the revolutionary war must be in the

great urban zones, where heavy artillery is not as efficient

as in the countryside for anihilating guerrillas tied to the

land (1ike the Peruvian guerrillas under the Luis de 1a Puenta
or the peasant republics in Columbia). 1If a city is not

situation and until it 1s both politically and strategically

convenient to liberate the whole city, the enemy cannot employ

its heavy artillery without firing at its own cities.9

Guillen's critique of Guevara and Castro's emphasis on rural guerrilla
warfare for the America's and the failure of rural guerrilla movements in
Peru, Colubmia, Venezuela and Guatamala Caused Latin American revolution-
aries to make a reassessment of Cuba's political/military strategy.10

Revolutionaries from various Latin American countries visited Guillen
for lessons on urban guerrilla warfare. With more than two thirds of the
pouplation ofArgentina.Uruguay, Venezuela and Chile living in cities,
and over 50 percent of the population in Mexico, Brazil and Columbia living
in town, urban guerrilla strategy seemed a feasible factic.

The first urban guerrilla organization in Latin America was named the
National Liberation Movement (Tupamaros) formed in Uruguay in 1973. The
Tupamaros blazed the trail for other urban guerrilla organizations in the
region.

The name Tupamaros came from the name of Caudillo Tupac Armau, an

Inca who in 1780, staged an Agrarian rebellion for the independence of

9Dona]d C. Hodges, ed. Philosophy of the Urban Guerrilla, The Revoly-
tionary Writings of Abraham Guillen. (New York: William Morrow and Com-
pany, 1973), pp. 233-243.

10Moss, Urban Guerrilla Warfare, p. 4.
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Indians in Uruguay. The Tupamaros thought the fundamental principle of
organization is a revolutionary act in itself, that being prepared,
equipped and violating bourgeois legality generated revolutionary aware-
ness, organization and conditions. The Tupamaros analyzed, if there is
no adequately prepared group, revolutionary situations are wasted and not
taken advantage of. They argued that armed struggle and direct action
itself prepares the people and builds the mass movement. According to the
Tupamaros:

A revolutionary movement must be prepared itself for the armed

struggle at any stage, even when conditions for the armed strug-

gle don't exist . . . for at least two reasons. Because an

armed leftist movement may be attacked by repression at any

phase of its development and it must be prepared to defend its

very existence.

The Tupamaros militant who is underground and involved in political
work in either a union or a mass movement, must try to organize a group
within the union to support the activity of the armed group. His role
is to educate the union members about the armed struggle and if possible
make the union more radical. The Tupamaros feel the armed group must be
part of a political organization of the masses at every stage of the
struggle. They believe:

Every vanguard movement, in order to maintain its very nature at

the culminating point of the struggle, must participate in that

struggle and must know how to guide popular violence against

oppressign in such a way that it suffers the least possible

losses.

In some countries, guerrillas combined rural warfare with urban guer-

rilla struggle. One country in which this took place was Nicaragua. The

best case of the use of rural/urban guerrilla warfare is the Sandinista

1carel Nunez, The Tupamaros (New York: New York Times Change Press,
1970), p. 26.

121pid., p. 28.
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National Liberation Front (FSLN) named after General August C. Sandioni,
leader of the first guerrilla force to fight U.S. Marines. Fighting them
in 1,000 battles from 1926 to 1934, Sandioni was assassinated in 1934.13

During 1961 to 1963, the FSLN was formed, defining itself as an anti-
imperialist, revolutionary organization dedicated to overthrowing Somoza
and destroying the bureaucratic, military and economic structures that
supported his government. The FSLN immediately developed a guerrilla army.
In 1963, military attacks on government outposts were launched from
Honduras but they were militarily unsuccessful. The FSLN then turned its
efforts towards developing a political base in Nicaragua and building a
clandestine and semi-legal network to provide logistical and political
support for armed struggle.

This work was concentrated in the cities in the form of popular civil-
ian committees and the Revolutionary Student Front. After 1966, the FSLN,
after developing the nucleus of a revolutionary armmy, returned to the
mountains launching an offensive at Pancasan Campaign which was seen as a
political victory to most of the Nicarguan 1eft.14 The FLSN began to put
emphasis on protracted war. After evaluating 1962-1967 experiences, they

developed a strategy known as prolonged popular war (guerra popular pro-

longada, GPP). The GPP stressed organizing the rural proletariat, the
largest sector of the working class, as the main social base of the revo-

Tutionary movement.15

13nacLa"s Latin America and Empire Report. “Nicaragua." Vol. X, No. 2,
(February 1976), p. 14

141bid., p. 15.

15N1'caragua: On _the General Po]itica]-Mi]itary Platform of Strugqgle of

Nicaragua," Vol. XI1, No. 6, {November/Decem » p. 20.

the Sandinista Front for National Liberation. (OakTand, Calif.: Resistance
Publications, 1978), Also, NACLA Report on the Americas, "Crisis in
( ber/D ber 197/8)
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In Argentina, the Revolutionary Workers Party and the People's Revolu-
tionary Army led by Mario Roberto Santucho emerged waging urban guerrilla
war. Brazil, in 1966, witnessed the development of many guerrilla organi-
zations resulting from political splits within the Brazilian left.16 The
Revolutionary Nationalist Movement (MNR), basing its strategy on a rural
insurrectional foco, planned rural armed struggle in conjunction with the
Bolivian guerrilia struggle, then led by Che Guevara, to mark the opening
of armed struggle throughout the Cono Sur-the southern portion of Latin
America. Based in the Caparao mountains, the RNM was surrounded by a batal-
1ion of the Brazilian First Army in 1967 and a whole guerrilla detachment
was captured. The failure of rural guerrilla warfare in Brazil and Bolivia
caused the surviving Brazilian left to make their foco the cities.

In 1967, Carlos Marighella formed the Action for National Liberation

(ALN). In February, 1968, the ALN published the Standpoint Manifesto de-

scribing the specific Taws and requirements the struggle was subject to
according to the unique conditions of Brazil. By August 1968, the ALN
staged a spectacular train expropriation of about $30,000.

In March, 1968, the United States Consulate in Sao Paulo was bombed
by the RNM. In June, 1968, RNM commandos attacked the Sao Paulo Army
Hospital, surprising Brazilain army guards and seizing ten of the latest
FAL rifles just acquired by the Brazilian Army.

The Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) opened another urban armed
struggle in Rio in 1969. RAM commandos attacked the military prison of

Lemos de Brito and liberated six comrades. The RAM then carried out a

16Mario Roberto Santucho, Argentina: Bourgeois Power, Revolutionary
Power  (Oakland, Calif.: Resistance Pub., 1975).
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series of bank raids and hit and run battles with police in Rio. On May 1,
1969, the radio station in Sao Bernado was seized by ALN commandos.

Cuba had a significant influence on Latin American revolutionaries.
In the early 60's, Cuba's Official foreign policy was support for guerrilla
warfare in Latin America. As Cuba began to de-emphasize guerrilla warfare
in Latin America and began to concentrate on domestic economic development,
Latin American revolutionaries began to shift to urban guerrilla tactics
in order to rely on their own regional resources. Urban guerrilla warfare
continuously developed with greater intensity in Latin America in the early
70's. 17

Parallel to the Latin American areas, the black movement in the United
States having its own laws of development, began to develop towards armed
struggle. In the late 1950's, Robert F. Williams, former president of the
Monroe, North Carolina branch of the NAACP, organized an armed defense
guard in the black community to fight racist attacks by KKK against the
black community in Monroe, North Carolina. Williams advocacy of "Meet Vio-
lence with Violence," was publicly denounced by Dr. Martin Luther King,
SNCC, CORE and the National Leadership of NAACP. As the black movement for
civil rights gained mass momentum in the early 1960's, vigorous debate took
place inside the movement over using non-violence or violence as a tactic.
Williams, failing to receive support from the traditional Negro Leadership
(i.e. NAACP, CORE, SNCC, SCLC, Urban League), moved further left, seeking
support from the Socialist Workers Party (SWP), Workers World Party, and a

section of the Communist Party. His alliance with the left frightened many

17Joao Quartin, Dictatorship and Armed Struggle in Brazil (New York:

Monthly Review Press, 1971).
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conversative leaders in the civil rights movement and also the United
States government. Williams became a critic of the U.S. government's
domestic and foreign policy. He supported the Cuban Revolution and became
a founding member of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. The Fair Play for
Cuba Committee was a committee of Americans who were opposed to the United
States imperialist aggressions against Cuba. After making two trips to
Cuba, flying the Cuban flag in his back yard and constantly agitating for
Afro-Americans to rise up in armed self-defense, he became a target of the
U.S. government's counter-intelligence program (COINTELPRO), a program
designed to destroy the black liberation movement. In August of 1961, in
the midst of an armed confrontation in Monroe, Williams and his family
escaped an assassination plot organized against him by the combined forms
of the KKK, North Carolina State Police, National Guard and FBI. The FBI
initiated the largest manhunt in its entire history to capture Wi11iams.18

After months of flight and no news of his whereabouts, Williams sur-
faced at a press conference in Havana, Cuba. The revolutionary government
of Cuba granted Williams political asylum. This news electrified the pro-
gressive forces of the world because for the first time in history a black
radical political leader had defied the U.S. government and had escaped its
racist clutches.

Williams, exiled in Cuba from 1961 to 1965, helped to internationalize
the black 1iberation struggles. While in Cuba, Williams met with revolu-
tionaries from Latin America, Africa and Asia. His propagating of inter-
national support for the liberation of Afro-Americans helped to develop

solidarity with guerrilla organizations in Latin America and other parts of

18Robert F. Williams, Negroes with Guns (Chicago: Third World Press,
1973), p. 126.
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the world. In 1963, Armed Forces of national Tiberation of Venezuela (FALN)
blew up one of Rockefeller's 0il refineries to protest the bombing of the
Birmingham Four (black girls who were assassinated while in Sunday School)

during civil rights demonstration there.19

Mao Tse Tung, chairman of the
Chinese Communist Party, called on all progressive forces of the world to

support the Negro's struggle against racial discrimination in the United

20

States. Malcolm X's break from the Nation of Islam with his popularizing

of the concept of armed self-defense and black nationalist, along with the
first urban rebellions in 1964, aligned the black liberation movement in
the U.S. with the world socialist revolution. Through his travels in Afri-
ca, Malcolm met with African socialist leaders Ahmed Ben Bella of Algeria
and Kwame Nkurmah of Ghana among others, made alliances of mutual support
of the African revolution world-wide.

Williams called for armed revolution by Afro-Americans weekly through
his "Radio Free Dixie" from Havana, Cuba. In the February, 1964 issue of

his monthly newsletter, The Crusader, Williams raised the possibility of a

successful minority revolution by Afro-Americans employing urban guerrilla

21

tactics. In his article, Williams asserted racism is America's Achilles

heel.

When the brutally oppressed Afro-American speaks of violent
resistance to savage racial dehumanization, he reaps a whirlwind
of reasons and causes why such a reaction supposedly is insane
and suicide . . . . The fact is that the racist oppressors of
the Afro-American realize the insecurity and vulnerability of

19Interview with Armed Forces of National Liberation of Venezuela (FALN)
(Havana, Cuba, August, 1964).

zoMao Tse Tung, Statement in Support of the American Negroes Struggle
Against Racial Discrimination in the United States (Peking: Foreign
Languages Press, 1963).

21Robert Carl Cohen, Black Crusader (Secaucus, New Jersey: Lyle
Stuart, Inc., 1972). p. 21Z.
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the most powerful military complex in the world to a violent in-
ternal struggle, wherein its horrible and sophisticated weapons
of war will be ineffective. The internal defense of the U.S. is
a possibility that money cannot buy.22

In the February, 1964 issue of The Crusader, Robert F. Williams de-

scribed urban guerrilla warfare in the United States:

The new concept of revolution defies military science and tactics.
The new concept is lightning campaigns conducted in highly sensi-
tive urban communities with the paralysis reaching the small com-
munities and spreading to the farm areas . . . the new concept

is to huddle as close to the enemy as possible so as to neutral-
ize his modern and fierce weapons. The new concept creates con-
ditions that involve the total community, whether they want to

be involved or not. It sustains a state of confusion and de-
struction of property . . . during the hours of day sporadic
rioting takes place and massive sniping. Night brings all out
warfare, organized fighting and unlimited terror against the
oppressor and his forces.?

Robert Williams predicted what would happen when urban guerrilla principles
were applied in the highly industrialized urban areas of the United States:

The factory worker will be afraid to venture out on the streets
to report to their jobs. The telephone workers and radio workers
will be afraid to report. A1l transportation will grind to a
complete standstill. Stores will be destroyed and looted. Prop-
erty will be damaged and expensive buildings will be reduced to
ashes. Essential pipe lines will be severed and blown up; all
manner of sabotage will occur. Violence and terror will spread
like a firestorm. A clash will occur inside the armed forces.

At U.S. military bases around the world, local revolutionaries
will side with Afro GI's. Because of the vast area covered by
the holocaust U.S. forces will be spread too thin for effective
action. U.S. workers, who are caught on their jobs, will try to
return home to protect their families. Trucks and trains will
not move the necessary supplies to the big urban centers. The
economy will fall into a state of chaos.?

22Robert F. Williams, The Inner City Voice, Volume 2, No. 1, (October
1969), p. 6.

23House on Un-American Activities, Guerrilla Advocates in the United
States (Washington, D.C.: GOP, May 6, 1968), pp. 6-7.

241hid., p. 19.
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August, 1965 brought the Watts Rebellion. The theory of Williams and
Malcolm X had become materialist reality. Thousands of African-Americans
burned down buildings, looted, sniped at police and helicopters bringing
Los Angeles to almost a standstill, with the masses chanting "Burn Baby
Burn". The Watts Rebellion of 1965 has been considered by many political
scientists as the turning point in the black liberation movement in the
1960's. From 1965 to 1968, urban rebellion or urban geurrilla warfare,
was the major ideological tendency of the masses in northern cities. Urban
rebellions were seen as a legitimate form of protest against racial injus-
tice inside the United States. Among the street force (seasonably unem-
ployed) urban rebellions were considered part of the world black revolution.

Urban Rebellions

With greater intensity and frequency each year during the mid-60's,
the urban rebellions started in northeastern cities, such as Philadelphia
and Newark on a small scale in 1964 and spread west to Los Angles and south
to Greensboro, North Carolina in 1965. The Watts Rebellion in Los Angles
was considered the turning point, because it was the first time that the
masses of black people unified for a cause and implemented what they con-
sidered to be a protest through large scale burning and sniping at police.
In the spring and summer of 1966, rebellions had spread to thirty-eight
cities. And by 1967, the Newark and Detroit rebellions had reached the
same intensity that Watts had.

The Detroit and Newark rebellions were part of the massive coun-

try-wide wave of Black rebellion which began in 1964 and reached

high points in 1967 and 1968. During the year of 1967 alone,

164 rebelligns broke out, 103 of them occurring in the month of
July alone.

25“Ha11 the 10th Anniversary of the great 1967 Afro-American Rebellions
in Detroit and Newark," The Workers Advocate, Vol. 7, (August 1977), p. 16.
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There are various accounts of the number of urban rebellions in the
1960's and the amount of people involved. According to Joe R. Feagin and

Harlan Hahn in Ghetto Revolts from information provided by the Civil Dis-

order Clearinghouse at Brandies University, there were 329 important rebel-
lions (riots) in the five years between 1964 to 1968 involving thousands

in 257 cities. In 1967, 71 important rebellions were recorded in 82 cities
with 233 disorders recorded in 168 cities in which 18,800 persons were
arrested for riot related offenses, 3,400 injured and 82 persons killed.
During the same five-year period, records revealed that 52,629 persons were
arrested for riot related offenses, 8,377 injured and 220 persons killed,
most of whom were black civi]ians.26 From recorded accounts of arrests of
participants, eyewitness accounts and surveys, some social scientists esti-
mate about 250,000 to 300,000 black people were active in the urban rebel-

lions in the 60's.27

Some researchers and participant observers state that
approximately a million Afro-Americans actively participated in the urban
rebellions in the 1960's. If this estimate is correct, urban rebellions
were a form of mass revolt. Regardless of the variation of estimates by
researchers, urban rebellions did receive mass support from Afro-Americans.
Urban rebellions therefore should be included in any paradigm that tries

to develop a comprehensive analysis of the mass movement of Afro-Americans

in the 1960'5.28

26306 R. Feagin and Harlan Hahn, Ghetto Revolts (New York: The Mac-
millan Company, 1973), pp. 102-103.

27Thomas F. Parker, ed., Violence in the U.S., Vol. 1, 1956-1967, (New
York: Facts of File, Inc., 1974).

28As a participant-observer researcher, the author would estimate that
one in every twenty persons involved in the urban rebellions in the 1960's,
was arrested. From interviewing other participants in the rebellions,
many conclude that more people were involved in the rebellions but didn't
get arrested.
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There were several individuals and organizations who helped fan the
fires of the urban rebellions in the 1960's. Malcolm X had the greatest
effect in the rebellions from the onset of the 60's. His brilliant oratory
laid the ideological framework for much of the younger generation. In
1964, Malcolm began to espouse the doctrine of revolutionary black nation-
alism and called on the black people to arm themselves for self-defense.

His slogan of "Freedom by Any Means Necessary" was repeatedly stressed by
Malcolm at his weekly Sunday mass public meetings.

During the Harlem rebellions in 1964, Malcolm's prominence was re-
flected in the violent reactions of black people. "We want Malcolm",
shouted by protesters during the Harlem Rebellion, while at the same time,
they threw rocks and bottles at the police. It was at this time that
Malcolm suggested the possibility of urban guerrilla warfare as a tactic in
the black Tiberation struggle.

In the spring of 1964, a revolutionary black nationalist organization
named the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) began to work with Malcolm X.
RAM was organized in 1962 in Ohio and had expanded into a national organiza-
tion by 1964. RAM as an organization advocated urban guerrilla warfare,
mass rebellions, and national black strikes as forms of struggle for the
black national movement. Its goal was to create an independent black re-
public through a socialist revolution.

In 1966, Stokely Carmichael, chairman of the Student Non-Violent Coor-
dinating Committee (SNCC) at the time, also had a hand in influencing of the
urban rebellions through his speeches on college campuses. After his
speeches there were sudden rebellions.

Rap Brown, Carmichael's successor, also made a significant contribution

to the proliferation of revolutionary change. While leading a mass demon-

stration in Cambridge, Maryland, brown was shot and later charged with
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inciting to riot. As a result of Brown being shot, charged with inciting
to riot, Carmichael left the country. He went to the Second Tri Continen-
tal Conference in Havana, Cuba, where he, in his speech, called on Afro-
Americans to use urban guerrilla in the United States.

In the spring of 1966, rebellions had spread to 38 cities.

According to the grand jury findings on the Cleveland riot of

July 18-23, 1966, RAM was using as its headquarters and training

grounds a recreation center in the heart of the Hough district

where the riot took place. This center, called the JFK house--

the Jomo “"Freedom" Kenyatta House after the President of Kenya

and the former leader of Mau Mau was described by Senator

Frank J. Lausche (D-Ohio) as a "training round" for snippers.

The Cleveland grand jury noted that one of the principles in

the city's riot was Lewis G. Robinson, the former founder and

"ultimate head" of the JFK House and also a member of the

“Freedom Fighters of Ohio." The Medgar Evers Rifle . . . th
Deacons for Defense and the Revolutionary Action Movement .29

e
While the Revolutionary Action Movement was intensifying its activities in
the United States, several developments began to take place in Cuba that
would affect the future of urban guerrilla movements in the Americas.

In 1964, Che Guevara came to the UN and attacked both United States
imperialism and Soviet revisionism. Che traveled to Africa and during his
tour, bitterly criticized the Soviet Union.30 The Soviet Union pressured
Fidel. An open split began to develop between Fidel and Che. Che was
siding with the Chinese in the Sino-Soviet debate and Fidel with the
Soviets.

Che decided to help open up another front. He organized a contingent

of 125 Cuban guerrillas and went into the Congo to fight with the Congolese

rebels. After six months, Che assessed the rebels didn't possess "the will

29HUAC, Guerrilla Warfare Advocates in the United States (Washington,
D.C.: GPO, 1968)’ pu 21.

30Dam'e] James, Che Guevara (New York: Stein and Day Publishers,
1969), p. 158. -
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to fight" and returned to Cuba.31 Fidel began to place less emphasis on
exporting revolution and began concentrating on stabilizing the Cuban
economy. While Fidel supported Che in his later venture in Bolivia in
1966, it was lukewarm support. With the “"Guevaraists" having lost the
political struggle in Cuba, guerrillas in Latin America basically had to go
for themselves. Revolutionaries in Latin America turned toward the cities
and relied on their own resources.

As the struggle between the revolutionary communists and the bourgoise
communists took place in Cuba, the question of the right of Afro-Americans
to self-determination became one of international intrigue. Robert
Williams, then chairman in exile of the RAM, began to receive pressure from
the revisionists. Williams met with Che right before Che's dissappearance
in Cuba.

It was around this time that chairman of the Communist Party in

Havana called him into his office and declared, 'Williams, we

want you to know that the Revolution doesn't support Black

Nationalism. We believe in integration, in white and black

workers struggling together to change capitalism into social-

ism.

Only in this way can there be an end to discrimination. Black

Nationalism is just another form of racism. Cuba has solved

her race problem, but if we went along with your ideas about

Black, self-determination in the United States, it wouldn't

be long before somebody would start demanding that our Oriente

Province should become a separate _Black state as well as we

are not going to let that happen.

Che told Williams that he supported Afro-Americans rights to use armed self-

defense and was in opposition to the Cuban Communist Party's official

$1pid., p. 159.

3zRobert Carl Cohen, Black Crusader (Secaucus, New Jersey: Lyle Stuart,

Inc., 1972). pp. 289-290 Also, Kalamu Ya Salaam, "Robert Williams: Cru-
sader for Internation Solidarity," The Black Collegian, Vol. 8, No. 3,
(January/February 1978), p. 56.
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position of supporting Martin Luther King, Jr. Che promised his support to
Williams but shortly after their meeting was dropped from the Cuban Commun-

3 Williams soon began to have trouble in Cuba.

ist hierarchy.

Williams was even denied "observers" status at the Tri Continental Con-
ference held in Havana in January, 1966. It was only after African revolu-
tionaries came to Williams and brought him to the conference that he was
allowed to attend. At the conference, a struggle over a resolution recog-
nizing black America as an oppressed nation occurred between third world
revolutionaries and the revisionists controlled by Moscow oriented parties.
As a result of the racism on the part of the bourgeois communists, Williams
and his family left Cuba in 1966 and moved to China.

Though the Revolutionary Action Movement was isolated from support in
a majority of the socialist world, it continued to organize. Having to
fight reactionary tendencies in the black liberation movement, the racist
"revisionist bourgeois" U.S. Communist Party and counterinsurgency from the
U.S. government, it found itself up against insurmountable odds. In an
attempt to develop a mass political perspective in the black 1iberation
movement, RAM formed a coalition with SNCC in developing the Black Panther
Party.

In 1967, RAM organized militias in many cities and issued a general
call for mass self-defense.* Some political scientists consider 1967 to be
the 'first national Afro-American uprising.' Though, for the most part,
the urban rebellions were spontaneous, black revolutionaries were active in
them. Reliable sources indicate black revolutionaries had a race in the

winter of 1967 to see who could create the largest urban rebellion. In the

B1bid., p. 292.

*See Appendix.
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summer of 1967, it was reported that Detrojt won the race, Newark took
second place, and Plainsfield, New Jersey came in third. In order for the
reader to get an inside view of what actually happened, a first hand ac-
count would seem appropriate. The following are interviews of those who
were active participants in the 60's rebellion. Due to the nature of the
subject, the real names of the respondents will not be used.

The interviews were made withmembers of various revolutionary move-
ments who were directly involved in one way or another with the organiza-
tion of the special tactics and strategies of the urban rebellions.

Brother W. -- Watts, California

Brother 0. was a member of the Nation of Islam in New Jersey from
1959 to 1963. In 1963, he became a roving field officer/organizer
for the RAM organization based in New Jersey.

At the outbreak of the Watts (Los Angeles) Rebellion, he was in
the riot area. He was painting "RAM" on the walls when he was
approached by a brother who told him not to do that. He was
questioned as to where the brother was from and later taken to
a house containing agproximate]y twenty brothers who were also
affiliated with RAM.34

Brother E. -- Cleveland Ohio

Ahmed Evans and Ali Khan (both now deceased) were section leaders
of RAM in Cleveland. Ahmed, Ali and others met during the spring
of 1966 and decided to create another "Watts". They decided it
was time to test urban guerrilla warfare. Military units were
trained and the city was divided into areas, with each unit
having its own territory and commander. The units were named

the Black Nationalist Army.

Brother 0. -- Newark, New Jersey

Thirty brothers left the Nation of Islam in 1966 who were con-
sidered rebels, formed a military cadre. One brother from Newark,
Brother 0, was a member of their cadre as well as being a member
of RAM. He was a liaison between RAM and them. The cadre was
well prepared; they had street maps and a well devised chain of
command. The cadre met with Brothers X, D, and 0 of the east

3 Interview with Brother W., Philadelphia, PA, July, 1968.

Snterview with Brother E., Cleveland, OH, 1973.
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coast RAM leadership. Plans were worked out for urban guerrilla
warfare tactics, in the upcoming summer, when the rebellion was
to break out.3

Brother A. -- Cleveland,Ohio

During the rebellions in the summer of '66, the Black Nationalist
Army went down into action. They fought police sometimes door to
door in neighborhoods. Some sections of the inner city rose up
in complete support of the nationalists as we battled police.
During 1967, units of the army couldn't utilize the situation
because a major commander was underground and several key members
of the units had been imprisoned as a result of their activity

in the 1966 rebellions, and subsequently, there was a division
between the sectional commanders. Finally in 1968, the Army re-
grouped.

Ahmed* was constantly being harrassed by the police. He came to
the council to seek guidance. He said he "couldn't take it any
lTonger and the next time he would have to take action." Every
unit within the council agreed that if the situation persisted,
all units in the city would go into action opening up other
fronts. On July 23, 1968, the police attacked Ahmed's house

on Auburndale Street in the Glenville area of Cleveland. Ahmed's
unit fought back in battle and later that night over units moved
into action for backing as the rebellion continued.

Brother V. -- Detroit, Michigan

A well established cadre was formed in Detroit. Brother V
planned to organize area militas that would “get-down" and en-
gage in urban guerrilla warfare in the summer of 1967. X was
brought in and taken to the bars and pool rooms where he spcke
of the coming summer. After his rap, volunteers were called
for. Brother V said he would return to organize the militias.
No one was asked formerly to join RAM. They were only re-
quested to participate and get down in their neighborhoods

in the summer. After Brother V organized the militias, RAM
engaged in a mass campaign by painting slogans on the walls

of Detroit calling for self-defense. It read: "Join the
Black Guards." Street to street fighting during the rebellion
was well executed.38

6Interview with Brother 0., Philadelphia, PA, August, 1968.
37Interview with Brother A.,

*Ahmed Evans was the prime minister of 'New Libya,' a Cleveland, Ohio
based section of the Republic of New Africa.

381nterview with Brother V., Detroit, Michigan, 1968.
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These interviews give an indication of the intensity of struggle occur-
ring during the late 60's. The mood of black people shifted in the mid-
60's.

The mood of blacks became one of aggression as they watched their
brothers and sisters in the south being attacked by dogs and
police at non-violent demonstrations. Blacks perceived the
police as an occupational army whose purpose was not to protect
them, but to protect the property of white merchants, regardless
of the cost to our black people. This mood or consciousness of
the blacks was catalyst in setting off the outbreaks in the
northern cities in 1967.39

The assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, which occurred in 1968,
brought a new wave of urban rebellions. Black people were angry. More
than 110 cities went up in flames as blacks struck back in retaliation.

The army was on alert and the country was in crisis. But the Black Libera-
tion Movement was on the defensive as right wing forces began an open

assault.

At this time, most of the rebellions took place in the southern cities.
Mao Tse Tung, chairmen of the Communist Party of China, issued a statement
in regards to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King.

Some days agao, Martin Luther, the Afro-American Clergyman, was
suddenly assassinated by the U.S. Imperialist. Martin Luther
King was an exponent of non-violence. Nevertheless, the U.S.
Imperialist did not on that account show any tolerance towards
him, but used counter-revolutionary violence and killed him

in cold blood. This has taught the broad masses of the black
people in the United States a profound lesson. It touched off

a new storm in their struggle against violent repression sweep-
ing well over a hundred cities in the United States, a storm
such as this has never taken place before in the history of that
country. It shows that an extremely powerful revolutionary force
is latent in the more than twenty million black Americans.30

39Robert T. Ernest and Lawrence Hugg, Black America-Geographic Per-
spectives, Anchor Press, 1976.

40pa0 Tse Tung, April 16, 1968 Statement in Support of the Afro-American
Struggle  (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1968), p. 1.
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Mao goes on to state that it is only through the realization that the Afro-
American movement is part of a domestic class struggle that black people
will attain the freedom they have so long deserved. Furthermore,
Raci§] discrimination in the U.S. is a product of the colonialist
and imperialist system. The contradiction between the black
masses in the U.S. and the U.S. ruling circles is a class contra-

diction. Only by overthrowing the reactionary rule of the U.S.
monopq]y.capitalistic class and destroying the colonialist and

The Chinese sensing the revolutionary potential of the black libera-
tion movement in America wanted to support it. The Chinese were going to
give two million dollars to the black movement.

. . Robert Williams faced the nefarious work done by the left

and specifically the Communist Party (CPUSA) in China and in Cuba.

He faced also the slight inability for the Chinese Marxists to

understand our racial attitudes . .

. . They also knew from Robert Williams, and the evidence began

to show in New York in '64 and Watts in '65, that there was in

fact a burgeoning military movement here in America. They wanted

to give an expression of support. A man who later became dis-

graced Lin Piao, was one of the leading figures in urging that

they make this concrete contribution to the Black Struggle.42

The United States government responded to the black liberation move-
ments' potential by unleasing its massive COINTELPRO campaign. By 1970,
thousands of activists were either framed, killed, driven underground or
into exile. On the other hand, urban guerrilla warfare picked up in Latin
America in the early 1970's. 1In Latin America, particularly Uruguay, urban
guerrilla warfare took a more concentrated (organized vanguard) form. In
the United States, urban guerrilla warfare was more coordinated with spon-

taneous actions of the masses.

Hibid., p. 2.

42Ka]amu Ya Salaam, "We Are New Africa: RNA and the Promise of Pan
African Nationalism in America." Black Books Bulletin, Vol. 4, No. 4,
(Winter 1976), p. 2.
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There are four main urban guerrilla techniques that have been ex-

plored over the past few years, and largely explain the success

of a group like the Tupamaros. They are (I) Armed propaganda;

(I1) Political kidnapping, (III) Stiffening riots and strikes;

and (IV) Subversion of the security forces.

Armed propaganda was used in both the United States and in Latin America,
while political kidnapping was a major tactic used by the Tupamaros. In
Latin America, urban guerrillas were more open usually admitting they were
members of the revolutionary organization, while in the United States urban
guerrillas were more clandestine, seldom if ever admitting they were part
of the organization. For instance, no person inside the United States was
ever reported through the press or news media of being a member of the
Revolutionary action Movement. The only public figure of RAM was Robert

F. Williams, its chairman in exile, who was living in Cuba and China. Nor
were any of RAM's activities or actions publicized.

The Tupamaros kidnapped the Brazilian consul, Dias Gomide and CIA
agent, Dan Mitrions, demanding in exchange a hundred detained guerrillas.
The Uruguayan government refused to concede and a 'state of siege' occur-
red in Uruguay. Guillen criticized the Tupamaros for having an over cen-
tralized struture and incorrect tactics. Instead, he leaned to the Revolu-
tionary Popular Organization (OPR-13) which combined armed struggle to sup-
port workers immediate demands.

While the Tupamaros supported the Broad Front, OPR-13 used its

armed units to win the strike at the Portland Cement Company,

where workers with anarcho-syndicalist tendencies demanded

higher wages . . . . The Broad Front lost the elections, while

the workers at Portland Cement won the strike.

Guillen goes on to describe how successful urban guerrilla war must be

43pobert Moss, Urban Guerrilla Warfare (The International Institute
for Strategic Studies: Long, 1971), p. 9.

44ponald C. Hodges, Philosophy of the Urban Guerrilla (New York:
William and Morrow and Company, 1973), p. 273.




protracted. Guillen states:

What is important is not to win space, but rather to destroy the
enemy and to endure longer . . . .

Strategically, a small guerrilla army must operate in view of
bringing about a mass insurrection without engaging the popular
forces in an initial battle, without fastening itself to a
given space, (urban barricades), without creating fixed moun-
tain encampments (as long as it is weak in space, it must know
how to endure in time.)4

While the scope of this paper is to investigate urban revolutionary move-

ments in the Americas, it should be noted that the concepts can be applied

universally.

The concept of urban guerrilla warfare was used by the Vietnamese
against the U.S. imperialists during the Tet offensive in 1968. Robert F.
Williams, visiting Hanoi, congratulated General Vo Nguyen Giap of the suc-
cess of the Tet offensive offering him a toast. General Giap, toasting

him back, congratulated Williams saying, "We learned from Detroit to go

into the cities.46

General Giap's appropriately illustrates the nature of people's war:

. to conduct a people's war, it is necessary to mobilize the
entire people. This is a fundamental concept in our Party's line
is necessary to mobilize all people’'s forces, to turn the entire
country into a revolutionary bastion, to devote everything to the
war, and to use all forces and national resources to protect the
revolution." To mobilize and organize the entire population to
participate in the uprising and war, is our Party's method of
educating and organizing the masses widely, deeply, and con-
stantly, from the lower to the upper }evel and in accordance with
a correct revolutionary line . . . 4

451bid., p. 234.

46Interview with Robert Williams: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 1969. Also,
Kalamu Ya Salaam, "Robert Williams: Crusader for International Solidar-
ity," The Black Collegiate, Vol. 8, No. 3, (January/February 1978), p. 58.

47Genera] Vo Nguyen Giap, Banner of People's War, the Party's Military
Line (New York, 1971), pp. 26, 28, 29.
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In North America, the Black Liberation Army (BLA) formed in 1971 in
response to the U.S. government's attacks against the black liberation
movement. Fighting repression, the BLA battled police and the FBI from
coast to coast. By 1973, many members of the BLA had been either assassi-
nated or captured. There is an estimate that America has approximately 65
black prisoners of war, 20 black political prisoners and 550,000 black pris-
oners in its concentration camps.

Urban revolutionary movements, which emerged in the 1960's and 70's,
have laid a legacy in the struggle for state power by the oppressed in Latin
America and the United States. They were reflections of upsurges of mass

movements in each area.




CHAPTER FOUR

EMERGENCE OF RAM

The intent of this chapter is to present a descriptive historical
analysis of the growth and development of RAM into a systematic organiza-
tion. It is also the intent of this chapter to describe the events and
personalities that contributed to that growth. ‘

The Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) evolved from the southern civil
rights movement of the early 1960's and the black nationalist movement in
Northern cities. As a result of the sit-ins, students in northern cities
organized solidarity demonstrations. Traditional civil rights organiza-
tions 1ike the NAACP and CORE held mass rallies in northern black communi-
ties. Black and white students demonstrated against Woolworth stores and
along with progressive clergy led economic boycotts. Black students with
more radical leanings in the north, while supporting SNCC, had a tendency
to reject its non-violent philosophy. Some of these students joined CORE
to participate in direction action activities.

In the summer of 1961, at the time of freedom rides, Robert F. Williams,
president of the Monroe, North Carolina Chapter of the NAACP issued a
nation-wide call for Afro-Americans to arm for self-defense and go to

2

Monroe for a showdown with the KKK. Williams also called for freedom

riders to go to Monroe to test non-violence.

1Ebony Pictorial History of Black Americans, Vol. 3, (Chicago: Johnson
Publishing Company, 1970), p. 2.

2Haywood Burns, The Voices of Negro Protest in America (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1963), p. 42.
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Within the white left, The League for Industrial Democracy (LID), plan-
need to form a student branch called Students for a Democratic Society (SDS).
SDS was to hold a conference on the new left at the National Student Associ-
ation (NSA) conference in Madison, Wisconsin. SNCC was also represented at
the NSA conference.

During the conference, news of Williams' flight into exile reached
movement circles. Discussions among black SNCC and CORE workers and inde-
pendent black radicals took place as to what significance the events in
Monroe, North Carolina, had for the movement. Black cadres inside of SDS
met and discussed developing a black radical movement that would create con-
ditions to make it favorable to bring Williams back into the country. This
was a small meeting of about four people. Donald Freeman, a black student
at Case Western Reserve College in Cleveland, Ohio, said he would corre-
spond with everyone and would decide when to meet again. One of those pres-
ent at the meeting was a student at Central State College in Wilberforce,
Ohio.

During the fall of 1961, an off-campus chapter of SDS called Challenge
was formed at Central State. Challenge was a black radical formation hav-
ing no basic ideology. Its membership was composed of students who had
been expelled from southern schools for sit-in demonstrations; students who
had taken freedom rides and students from the north, and some had been mem-
bers of the national of Islam and African nationalist organizations. Chal-
lenge's main emphasis was struggling for more student rights on campus and
bringing a black political awareness to the student body. In a year-long
battle with the Central State's administration over student rights, members
of Challenge became more radicalized. Challenge members attended student

conferences in the south and participate in demonstrations in the north.
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Freeman sent letters to the Challenge cadre, discussing ideological aspects

of the civil rights movement.

In the spring of 1962, Studies on the Left, a radical quarterly, pub-

lished Harold Cruse's articles, "Revolutionary Nationalism and the Afro-
American.“3 Cruse, in his article, described Afro-Americans as an op-
pressed nation within a nation. Freeman wrote a letter to the Challenge
cadre telling them to seriously study the article. He also said black
radicals elsewhere were studying the article and that a movement had to be
created in the North similar to the Nation of Islam, using the tactics of
SNCC but outside of the NAACP and CORE. The Challenge cadre studied
Freeman's letter but did not know where to begin.

After much discussion, the Challenge cadre decided to form a broad
coalition party to take over student government. Meetings were held with
representatives from each class, fraternity and sorority. A slate was
drafted and a name for the party was selected. At the meeting of the coali-
tion party, the name Revolutionary Action Movment was chosen. But it was
felt by the members at the meeting that the word revolutionary would scare
Central State's administration so they decided to use Reform Action Move-
ment (RAM) for the purposes of the student election. It was called RAM,
later to be known as the Revolutionary Action Movement.

The Challenge cadre met and decided to dissovle itself into RAM and
become the RAM leadership. RAM won all student government offices. After
the election, the inner RAM core discussed what to do next. Some said that
all that could be done at Central State had already occurred, while others

disagreed. Some of the inner core decided to stay at Central State and run

3Howard Zinn, SNCC (Boston, Mass.: Beacon Press, 1964), p. 3.
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the student government. A few decided to return to their communities and
attempt to organize around Freeman's basic outline. Freeman, in his let-
ters, outlined a general perspective of creating a mass black working

class nationalist movement in the north. He stressed this movement had to
be political and more radical than the Nation of Islam. He emphasized that
the movement should use direct action tactics but would not be non-violent.

Two of the students who decided to return to their communities were
Wanda Marshall, former student leader of RAM and Max Stanford.

Freeman wrote to Stanford in Philadelphia, saying that he was going to
Philadelphia in the summer of 1962 and that he wanted Stanford to organize
a meeting. Freeman went to Philadelphia and met with a group of Stanford's
high school friends. He discussed the movement and the direction it had to
take. Later in discussions with Stanford, Freeman gave instructions that
Philadelphia should become a pilot project for the outline of the type of
movement he described in his letters to the RAM cadre. He said the move-
ment once started should be called the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM).
Freeman continued to travel from city to city. In September of 1962,
Stanford went to the National Student Association headquarters in Philadel-
phia. There he met Marion Barry from SNCC, who was in Philadelphia to help
raise funds for SNCC. Wanda Marshall transferred to Temple University and
began working with black students there.

Stanford began studying with Mr. Thomas Harvey, president of the Uni-
versal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA).4

In the process of working with SNCC, Stanford met the black left in

4Akbar' Muhammad Ahmad, "A Brief History of the Black Liberation Move-

ment in the 1960's: Focus on RAM." (unpublished speech: Chicago,
IT1inois: Northeastern I11linois University, July 1, 1978), p. 4.
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Philadelphia. One acquaintance was Bill Davis, a leader of an independent
black Marxist cadre called Organization Alert (0A). During this time,
Stanford had discussion with Marion Barry about the direction of the civil
rights movement. One night while listening to the discussion in NSA of-
fice, Miss Ella Baker encouraged Stanford to continued to develop his ideas.

After Marion Barry left Philadelphia, Bill Davis asked Stanford to
join Organization Alert. Stanford wrote Freeman about 0A and Freeman de-
cided to meet with Davis. Freeman went to Philadelphia in October of 1962
and after long discussions with Davis told Stanford that OA was too bour-
geois/intellectual and not sufficiently action-oriented. Freeman had organ-
ized the African-American Institute in Cleveland in 1962. He was also a
school teacher in the Cleveland school system. He told Stanford that he
had to start something independent of OA. Stanford was still not convinced.
Freeman left and returned to Cleveland.

During a meeting of OA, Davis harshly criticized SNCC and said that
SNCC would never change. Stanford opposed that position, saying that SNCC
was at the center of the movement and events would force SNCC to change.

The discussion ended in a heated debate. Stanford discussed the debate
with Wanda Marshall of the original RAM cadre.

During the Thanksgiving break, Marshall and Stanford decided to visit
Malcolm X. Stanford wanted to seek Malcolm's advice about joining the
National of Islam. Marshall and Stanford met with Minister Malcolm in New
York. After a lengthy black history lesson by Minister Malcolm, Stanford
asked Malcolm if he should join the Nation of Islam. Malcolm, to Stanford's

surprise, said no. He said, "You can do more for the Honorable Elijah

Muhammad by organizing outside of the Nation." 5

51nterview with Malcolm X, Shabbaz Restaurant, November, 1962, New York.
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Minister Malcolm's statements convinced Marshall and Stanford to do

independent organizing. Stanford drafted a position paper titled 'Orien-

tation to a Black Mass Movement, Part One' and circulated it among the

black left in Philadelphia, stating that:

Organizers must be people who can help masses win victories around
their immediate problems. Organizing should be centered around
Black youth with the objective of building a permanent organ-

ized structure . . . .

. the organizing of the black working class youth should be
the primary concern for the black revolutionist because the
black working class has the substained resentment, wrath and
frustration toward the present social order, that if properly
channeled can revolutionize Black America and make Black
America, the vanguard of the world's black revolution. Within
the black working class, the youth constitute the most militant
and radical element. Therefore, effective mobilization and
channeling of their energies will function as the catalyst for
greater militancy among African-Americans.

Stanford went to visit Mrs. Ethel Johnson, who had been a co-worker with
Robert Williams in Monroe, North Carolina, who was then residing in
Philadelphia. Mrs. Johnson read the paper and later told Stanford she
would help him organize in Philadelphia. Stanford continued to circulate
his position paper getting various activists opinion of it. But as time
passed he was still reluctant to start a group of his own.

Freeman returned to Philadelphia for the Christmas holidays. At a
meeting with Marshall, he harangued Stanford for not having organized. It
was decided at that meeting to organize a study group in January of 1963.
Towards the end of 1962, Marshall and Stanford called together a group of
black activities to develop a study/action group.

Within a month's time, key black activists came into the study/action

group. Two central figures were Stan Daniels and Playthell Benjamin. After

6Max Stanford, Orientation of a Black Mass Movement. (Philadelphia;
Unpublished RAM documents, 1962), p. 4.
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a series of ideological discussions, the Philadelphia study/action group
decided to call itself the Revolutionary Action Movement. (RAM). It
decided it would be a black nationalist direct action organization. Its
purpose would be to start a mass black nationalist movement. By using mass
direct action combined with the tactics of self-defense, it hoped to change
the civil rights movement into a black revolution. RAM decided to work
with the established civil rights leadership in Philadelphia and eventually
build a base for mass support.

RAM contacted Rev. Leon Sullivan who had organized selective boycotts
in the early 60's and volunteered to help with the selective boycotts which
the Philadelphia ministers were conducting against industries that discrim-
inated in their hiring practices.

RAM distributed leaflets in the tens of thousands door to door through-
out the community, Stanford states:

With about 15 people we distributed about 35,000 leaflets in three

days. Brother Stanley Daniels and myself covered almost all of

West Philly, block by block, going in bars, candy stores, slipping

]eaf!ets under people's doors, working into the early hours of the

morning.

In the early months of 1963, a new Philadelphia NAACP president was elected
named Cecil Moore, an attorney who was prone to direct-action.8

Temple University initiated a pilot project called Philadelphia Com-
munity Action (PCA) composed of white liberals who had been given a grant
of one million dollars to study black people in North Philadelphia. No

black people from the community were included on the commission. The NAACP

decided to hold a mass rally to protest the commission. Moore asked all

7Max Stanford (Muhammad Ahmad), Formative Years: Fall, 1962-63 (Unpub-
lished paper, Amherst, Mass., 1974), p. 1.

8 cadre Discussion on RAM. (Unpublished paper), p. 3.
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community groups to help in organizing the project.

The RAM study/action group immediately became involved. RAM members
circulated through North Philadelphia streets with homemade loud speakers,
holding street meetings and handling out leaflets. RAM members went into
the bars and pool rooms holding rap sessions.

The rally was a total success. But all that the petty bourgeois com-
munity leadership did was give flowery speeches. The week following, the
NAACP and RAM picketed the PCA offices. For some reason the NAACP called
off the picketing and not too much came of the protest.

RAM members felt the movement needed a voice that was independent of
the existing civil rights groups. RAM assessed all the civil rights groups
except SNCC as bourgeois and also analyzed the Nation of Islam as having a
bourgeois orientation. It was thought that a black radical publication

should be created. RAM began publishing a bi-monthly called Black America.

To begin to agitate the masses, RAM circulated a free one-page newsletter

called RAM Speaks. RAM Speaks addressed itself to local issues that was

constantly arising in the movement. Black America was more theoretical

dealing with the ideology of RAM. Members of RAM went on radio and publi-
cized their study group and program.

As more community people joined the RAM study group, the class and age
composition of the study group changed from basically students in their
early 20's to members of the black working class who were in their early
30's.

RAM decided to begin mass recruitment. The organization began to hold
mass street meetings in North Philadelphia. Free weekly African and Afro-

American history classes were held, taught by Playthell Benjamin, a young

self-educated historian. Cadre meetings would discuss building RAM into a
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mass movement.9 Queen Mother Audley Moore, a former CP organizer, spon-
sored monthly black nationalist ideological training sessions at her house
which RAM members whould attend.

Through its publication, Black America, RAM began to communicate with

other new nationalist formations. In San Francisco, Donald Warden had
started the Afro-American Association. In Detroit, Luke Tripp, John
Williams, Charles (Mao) Johnson, General Baker and Gwen Kemp were the lead-
ership of UHURU, a revolutionary nationalist student collective and in
Cleveland; Freeman had organized the Afro-American Institute. Sterling
Stuckey, Thomas Higgenbottom and John Bracey, Jr., had formed National
Afro-American Organization (NAO), in Chicago, and there was a black liter-
ary group in New York called UMBRA. Stanford would travel around on week-
ends in the south and across the north to keep in touch with new develop-
ments.

The year 1963 produced the second phase of the protest era. By spring,
through the efforts of SNCC and SCLC organizers, various Southern cities
were seething with protest revolt. SNCC began mobilizing blacks in mass
voter registration marches in Greenwood, Mississippi. Mississippi state
troopers attacked the demonstrators and masses of people were being jailed.

The turning point of mass black consciousness and for the protest move-
ment came during the spring non-violent offensive in Birmingham, Alabama.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who had become the symbol of the direct action
non-violent struggle through the efforts of SCLC and SNCC, pushed Birmingham
to the brink. The racists tactics of using dogs, tanks, and water hoses on

women and children, was too much for the African-Americans to stomach.

9Editoria1. "The Panthers: Communist Guerrillas in the Street,"
American Opinion, Vol. XIII, No. 4, p. 7.
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Within months mass demonstrations had occurred all over the south. The
movement seriously began to gel as the mood of black people in the North
became angry.

In Philadelphia, the NAACP called a mass demonstration in front of
City Hall in which RAM participated, carrying signs calling for armed self-
defense. NAACP president Cecil Moore decided to test mass direct action
in Philadelphia by protesting against union discrimination on a construc-
tion site at 30th and Aduphin Streets in the heart of the black community
in North Philadelphia. He asked RAM to help in the mobilization. The con-
struction site was in RAM territory, three blocks from its office.

By the time Cecil made the decision to go into mass action, we sat

down with him and told him that Philadelphia would be another

Birmingham, Alabama. Cecil, seeing that we were young, not know-

ing we were organizers, Just didn't believe it. He said, 'Okay,

go ahead.'10
Moore made NAACP's equipment available to RAM.

Ram immediately took a survey of the community, asking residents if
they would support demonstrations in Philadelphia similar to the ones being
held in the South.

We found our key contact people in doing the survey. Like we would

drop leaflets on who was with us. People would tell you, if you

are doing this, don't go somewhere because so and so works for so

and so. That is what the survey provided us with. Then, we would

Just walk up and down North Philadelphia preparing the people. At

the time, demonstrations were occurring in Jackson and Greenwood,

Mississippi. We asked people, if we had this kind of demonstration

up here, would you come?

The overwhelming response was "Yes". RAM members circulated throughout the
community with leaflets and bull horns, going door to door, talking to

street gangs.

1OA Cadre Discussion on RAM, (Unpublished paper), p. 3.

Urpid., p. a.
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The demonstration was scheduled to start at 6:00 a.m., May 27, 1963.
RAM leaders Stan Daniels and Max Stanford joined the picket line, which
blocked the workers, all whites, from entering the construction site.

Within minutes the Philadelphia police formed a flying wedge and attacked

the picket 1ine. Singling out Daniels and Stanford, twenty police jumped
them as they fought until unconscious.

As word spread throughout the community, thousands of people went to
the construction site. Daniels and Stanford were arrested for inciting to
riot. In the police station, Stanford asked to make a phone call. He
called Minister Malcolm X and told him what had happened. Malcolm went on
the radio that night in New York and traveled to Philadelphia two days
later, speaking on radio again. Word spread about what was happening in
Philadelphia not only throughout Philadelphia, but the entire East Coast.
Within a week, 50,000 to 100,000 people participated in demonstrations that
often turned into violent clashes between the masses and the police. The
pressure became too much for the NAACP and they called off the protests.

The name RAM became known among black radical circles in the North.
The May demonstrations were the first breakthrough in the North which had
mass involvement. Grassroot organizations in various communities in the
North began to use direct action tactics. Brooklyn CORE used the mass con-
frontation methods RAM has used at the Down State Medical Center demonstra-
tions in New York.12

The major factor for RAM's rapid organizational and ideological develop-
ment was the involvement in its beginning of veterans of the civil rights,

black nationalist and left movements in RAM. Mrs. Ethel Johnson, a co-

12Ahmad, “A Brief History of the Black Liberation Movement in the 1960's:
Focus on RAM," p. 4.
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worker of Robert F. Williams in Monroe, North Carolina had moved to Phila-
delphia. While there, she helped organize RAM and became a member of its

central committee. She trained the younger RAM members and passed on les-

sons from her rich experiences in armed struggle. Queen Mother Audley Moore
trained the RAM cadre in the philosophy of black nationalism and Marxism-
Leninism. Queen Mother emphasized the importance of understanding the
national question and the demand for reparations. She organized the Afri-
can-American Party of National Liberation in 1963 which formed a provi-
sional government with Robert F. Williams elected premier in exile. RAM
cadre were members of the party.

The national NAACP convention was being held in Chicago during the sum-
mer of 1963. Moore decided to take Stan Daniels and Max Stanford “"to keep
them out of trouble while I'm gone."13 Stanford and Daniels stopped through
Cleveland on the way to Chicago. There they conferred with Freeman, who
decided to drive into Chicago and introduce Daniels and Stanford to the
cadre there.

In Chicago there was general discussion of what had been started in
Philadelphia and then the discussion centered around what could be done in
Chicago. Someone mentioned that Mayor Daley and Reverend Jackson, the head
of the Baptist convention who had publicly denounced Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and civil rights demonstrations, were going to speak at the NAACP
rally that Saturday.

It was decided that the cadre would organize community support to pro-
test against Daley, and Daniels, and Stanford would organize the youth in-

side the NAACP convention. Daniels and Stanford stopped an NAACP Youth

13Cecﬂ B. Moore, Conversation in the Philadelphia NAACP Office, 1963.
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dance. They called for support of the upcoming demonstration. NAACP offi-
cials became alarmed and stopped them from speaking. The Chicago cadre,

in the meantime, contacted activists and others in the community about the
demonstration scheduled for July 4th. Leaflets were handed out on the
streets, subways and buses.

The NAACP rally proceeded as planned, with top NAACP people in atten-
dance. To keep the NAACP youth from participating in the demonstration,
the top brass had all the youth delegates sit on stage with them. Mayor
Daley was introduced. Demonstrators marching from the back of the park
began booing Daley. The booing was so loud that Daley could not finish
speaking; he became angry and left. Then Reverend Jackson was announced as
the next speaker. As Jackson approached to podium, the demonstrators be-
gan to chant. ‘"Uncle Tom Must Go." The audience picked up the chant.
Demonstrators charged the stage. Twenty-five thousand people became en-
raged and a full scale riot broke out as the masses chased Jackson off the
state into a waiting car that sped him off to safety.

It was decided by the cadre to get Daniels and Stanford out of town
immediately because the city might bring inciting to riot charges against
them. Daniels was sent back to Philadelphia and Stanford to Cleveland.

In Cleveland, Freeman told Stanford to go to Detroit to check on UHURU and
to help them get things going. In Detroit, Stanford met with UHURU and
told them what had happened in Chicago.

A black prostitute named Cynthia Scott had been shot in the back and
killed by a white policeman the previous weekend. UHURU decided to hold a
rally and protest demonstration in front of the precinct of the guilty cop.
UHURU approached the Group on Advanced Leadership (GOAL), a black national-

ist civil rights group, for help in the demonstration. Within two weeks,
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marches were organized against the precinct with thousands in the com-
munity participating. Stanford returned to Cleveland and reported what

was developing in Detroit. From Cleveland he returned to Philadelphia.

By mid-duly, sixty-three local grass roots activists were talking
about marching on Washington and bringing the capital to a standstill.

Freeman decided the time had come to call the various revolutionary
nationalist cadres together in what was called a Black Vanguard Conference.
The Black Vanguard Conference was to be a secret, all-black, all-male con-
ference to draft strategy for the proposed march on Washington and the
direction of the movement. The conference was held in early August in
Cleveland, Ohio. Activists attended from Chicago, New York, Philadelphia,
and Cleveland. Detroit was barred because of a security leak in the cadre
there.

Freeman presided over the conference. Discussion centered around
changing the existing civil rights movement into a revolutional nationalist
movement. It was discussed that the cadre could achieve this by infiltrat-
ing the existing civil rights groups (CORE, SNCC, NAACP, SCLC). The march
on Washington was also discussed. It was decided that an organizer would
be sent into Washington prior to the march to decide what kind of a strat-
egy the cadre should take during the march,

During the discussion on what form the coalition of activists should
take, the beginnings of an ideological split emerged. Chicago and New
York favored using the name RAM since RAM had established a mass break-
through of developing community support. Those advocating this position
wanted a tight-knit structure based on disciplined cells, with rules and

organization based on democratic centralism. Freeman argued against this

position and advocated a loose coalition called the Black Liberation Front.
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Philadelphia voted with Freeman, and because Freeman had more experience
than most of the activists there, the rest voted on calling the gathering
the Black Liberation Front (BLF). Chicago also raised the question of
whether the BLF should be a Marxist-Leninist formation, but there was no
consensus or agreement; so it was decided that the BLF would be revolution-
ary nationalist.

At the March on Washington, the cadre met again. The BLF organizer
who had been sent to Washington reported that the march did not have sup-
port from the majority of the local black community there. From his con-
versations with people on the street, many did not know a march was being
planned for D.C. It was also observed that the army was posted at strate-
gic places in the city and was on alert to move in case of trouble. On the
basis of the report, it was decided just to-participate in the march and
observe.

By chance, while cadres were handing out leaflets in the community,
they ran into Donald Warden, who was then chairman of the Afro-American
Association (AAA), a nationalist organization based in Oakland, California.
A meeting was set up with Warden, who explained what the AAA was about for
about 2 hours. After the meeting, it was decided that the cadre would
stay in touch with Warden, but Freeman concluded that Warden was a bour-
geois nationalist. It was decided that the cadre would go back to their
respective locales and build bases.

After the March on Washington, several events occurred which shaped
the civil rights movements and later the black liberation movement. One
was the bombing of four black girls in a church in Birmingham, Alabama.

The news of this both angered the black community and sent waves of demor-

alization inside the civil rights movement. It was Tike a mortal blow
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after the March on Washington. Then came the assassination of John F,
Kennedy, President of the United States. Many Negroes across the country
felt they had lost a friend. To the RAM cadre the ultra-right had made a
move.

Malcolm X, speaking the Sunday after the assassination, made reference
to the Kennedy assassination as "chicken coming home to roost." Elijah
Muhammad, head of the Nationof Islam, suspended Malcolm from speaking for
90 days and later extended the suspension indefinitely.

In Philadelphia, a white cop shot a black epileptic in the back of the
head and killed him. A coalition of black radical groups held mass rallies
to protest police brutality. After one of the rallies, black teenagers
began small-scale rioting. Members of RAM, observing the riot, began to
theorize about the potential of this kind of activity.

The coalition led mass marches on the cop's police station only to be
met by machine guns staring them in the face. The coalition decided it
had gone as far as it could go without getting innocent people hurt.

Freeman traveled to Philadelphia to talk to the RAM cadre. He told
the cadre to cease all public activity and said that the ultra-right was
preparing to crush the movement. The word was "go underground".

Development of RAM into a National Organization

The year 1964 was a year of transition for the civil rights movement
and a year of ideological development for black radicals. In January,
Brookly CORE, led by Isaiah Brownson, planned the Stall-in at the World's
Fair to protest discrimination being practiced there. The purpose of the
Stall-in was to stop or slow down traffic in the streets and subways, to

bring New York City to a standstill. To disrupt the function of a city was

a new tactical use of civil disobedience.
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The leadership of the national office of CORE publicly opposed
Brooklyn CORE. James Farmer and Roy Wilkins came out against
Brooklyn CORE. for thg SNCC came out in Support of Brooklyn

tactic of Black people disrupting the economy, or a city of the

government was a different kind of tool. The stall-in was not

successful because it had been publicized in advance and the

While the Stall-in was not successful, it raised questions of the pos-
sibility of the movement disrupting the functioning of the system,

Two events occurred in March, 1964 that changed the direction of the
black liberation movement. Malcolm X announced his independence from the
Nation of Islam and Robert F. Williams' article "Revolution Without Vio-
lTence," in the February, 1964 issue of Crusader reached the States. Robert
Williams' article "Revolution Without Violence?" raised many eyebrows. In
it he described how many blacks could bring the U.S. to a standstill through
urban rebellions and urban guerrilla warfare. This went beyond the concept
of armed self-defense.

Almost every activist was watching Malcolm's development to see in
what direction he was heading. Freeman from the BLF was at Malcolm's press
conference and encouraged him to proceed in a more radical direction.
Freeman decided it was time to challenge SNCC concerning the concepts of
armed self-defense and black nationalism on its own home grounds, the South.
He called Stanford to Cleveland and gave him instructions to organize an
all-black student conference in the south. The BLF had connections with
nationalists who were inside lTocal SNCC groups. One particular group was
the Afro-American Student Movement (ASM) at Fisk University in Nashville,

Tenneessee.

14Don Freeman, "Black Youth and Afro-American Liberation," Black
America, (Fall 1964), pp. 15-16.
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Stanford was sent to Detroit to raise money for the conference. While
fund-raising he went to see James and Grace Boggs, then two leading theo-
reticians of the black liberation struggle. In discussions with Stanford,
Grace Boggs described the problems that had emerged in the Michigan Freedom
Now Party, as lessons to avoid in organizing. Robert Williams' February,
1964 Crusader article was discussed and Stanford described RAM. Boggs
asked Stanford to write an article on RAM, which she later printed in Cor-
respondence, a bi-monthly periodical which was published in Michigan.
Stanford also wrote Malcolm telling him of the upcoming student conference
he had discussed with Freeman. From there Stanford went South to the an-
nual spring SNCC conference to recruit SNCC field workers, especially from
Mississippi, who were responsive to an all-black student conference.

From May 1st to the 4th, 1964, the first Afro-American Student Confer-
ence on Black Nationalism was held at Fisk University. It was the first
time since 1960 that black activists from the north and south sat down to
discuss black nationalism. The conference was the ideological catalyst
that eventually shifted the civil rights movement into the Black Power move-
ment. Don Freeman, in his article "Black Youth and Afro-American Libera-
tion," described the conference:

The first conference session evaluated "bourgeois reformism." The

integrationist civil rights organizations CORE, SNCC, NAACP, etc.,

substantiate Dr. W. E. B. DuBois' conviction that 'capitalism can-

not reform itself; a system that enslaves you cannot free you". . 