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INTRODUCTION 

"Hello, Joe? Denny here. Listen-I'm still at 
the induction center. I gave out the leaflets, dis -
rupted the physical, made some speeches abo�t 
the imperialist war in Vietnam-you know, I said
I was a communist, that we needed revolution,
all that. But the sons of bitches still took me! 
What do you think I ought to do now?"

"Organize. Good luck\" 
Thus the Progressive Labor Party began its 

work in the bosses' armed forces in 1966, with 
the drafting of one of its members. Up to that 
date, no one had been accepted from PL. The 
party had fought against going into the service to 
organize. The job was too difficult, our cadre 
were inexperienced, and other similar rationali­
zations were used. The experience of Davis turned 
around the party's thinking on the matter. We 
began the major organized, anti-imperialist, pro­
working class campaign inside the army, an effort 
which lasted for 7 years. This article is an effort
to trace the development of that struggle. 

Who are our friends and who are our enetnies 
in the armed forces? One starts by looking at the 
role of the armed forces as a whole. They are the 
trump cards of the capitalist state, wielded in the • 
interests of the boss class alone. As a part of 
the state, the armed forces hold a peculiar rela­
tion to the material forces of production. They 
do not produce value, although they are essential 
to the production of any value. Without the armed 
forces (and other state organs), capitalism cou�d 
not resist the rebellions of workers. 

As a system of social relations, the army is 
peculiar. There is not a ceaseless effort by the 
brass to exploit surplus-value from soldiers (like 
bosses do from workers). It is not unusual for 
soldiers to have absolutely nothing to do in terms 
of production. A frequent. complaint is boredom or 
chickenshit assignments. On the other hand, the 
legal relations resemble indentured servitude. 
You may not quit a job, as can a "free" worker. 
You do not have legal hours of work. You do not 
have'due process' as in the civilian criminal sys-
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tern. (Not that due process is observed in most 
civilian cases; at least it is there'legally'). You 
are required to perform whatever tasks you are 
ordered to do-including the murder of fellow 
wbrkers .. Unionization is, of course

.,, 
illegal. So­

called {bourgeoisrdemocratic rights don't exist. 
Because the social structure of the army does 

vary significantly from typical capitalist factory 
relations, the presence of the army in the midst 
of capitalist relations jeopardizes its special 
forms. Soldiers who see their friends and neigh­
bors working a 40�hour week with some benefits, 
free to quit their job if they: want to, become par­
ticularly discqntented with the restrictions which 
the army puts on them. This discontent is magni­
fied when the GI realizes that he has been bam­
boozleq into enlisting by a lying recruiter in the 
first place! Life on the outside is not particularly 
rosy, of course. The 40-hour week becomes in­
creasingly a myth, as families work several jobs 
just to make ends. meet. Nevertheless, the myth 
is there, and it has a powerful effect on the aver­
age GI's thinking. 

The army responds to the external pressure 
of normal capitalist relations in two ways. On the 
one hand, it tries to hide, to isolate its soldiers 
from civilians. The army is a self-sustained 
operation, complete with internal guard duty. in­
ternal KP, internal garbage collection (police 
calls, "asses and elbows"), internal recreation, 
and physical requirements to differentiate sol­
di'ers from civitians (haircuts and uniforms). In 
World War II, you could be courtmartialed for 
wearing civilian clothes-in your own home while 
on leave! 

Anti-war sentiment, and anti-military senti­
ment, were important aspects of the civilian popu­
lation during the Vietnam era. The effects of these 
sentiments on the soldiers were dangerous to the 
brass. The result was to begin to move major 
troop bases away from population centers, where 
there were large concentrations of workers. Ft. 
Dix (near New Y,ork City, and the center of much 
struggle) has been virtually closed down, several 
other bases have been closed down entirely, and 






















































